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Tesco Express Enters Audley village.

An investment by Tesco has helped to bring 18 jobs to the parish of Audley. Tesco who recently purchased the old Kwik
Save store in Church Street Audley, have now completed their refurbishment and this is to a very high standard. The store is
an Express type of shop, which will supply the day to day items that customers require and has available self service
scanning tills. The shop opened its doors for business on February 1st 2008. We hope that this is the kick-start to bringing
shoppers back to our village, hopefully encouraging the public to use all the shops and businesses Audley provides.
The photograph shows a representative of the Tesco stores, presenting a cheque for £500 to Councillor Mrs D Cornes to be
use at the Memorial Gardens Bignall End.
The Children of Audley Residents Association has also received a donation of £500 from the Tesco group.

Welcome to 2008 with the Audley Community News.
Sorry it’s late but A Very Happy New Year to all our readers and welcome to another season with your local Newsletter.
2007 brought much satisfaction to me personally, when we managed to complete the refurbishment of William Dodd’s grave.
It doesn't half give you a boost when things start to go right, but of course we must not forget those people who provided the
funding, Audley Rotary Club do some great charitable work and we must pay tribute to the their President Bert Proctor for
their kind donation.
We continue to see more investment being brought into our village, with the new Tesco store being opened in February this
year. We understand that the new store has provided 18 vacancies with a number of these going to local people. Since
December last year work has been going full ahead on revamping the old Kwik Save building in Church Street Audley, to put
life back into the old supermarket. This may be the kick start that the village needs, we hope that shoppers will return to
support not just the super store, Audley has a range of businesses which provide excellent services for its local residents.
The reopening of St James’ Church Audley is also a plus sign for the village, after its repairs from a fire in the early part of
2007. We continue to make an appeal on behalf of the Church for donations to help them to provide a new much needed
central heating system.
Over the past few issues we have highlighted the problems of yobish behaviour by groups of teenagers in our parish, but let’s
not forget that there are few facilities provided in the parish to try to entertain them. What are the Parish Council, Borough or
County Council and Youth Support Groups doing for them? Facilities are needed and surely there are funds available to be
used for these types of groups. At least when the old Adult Learning Centre was open, it was used by youth groups, but with
the closure most had to disband. No one likes to see gangs roaming around our village, but without some kind of investment
they will not go away.
The Newsletter continues to look for information and appeals for anyone to send in articles to be considered for publication.
We would welcome also your photographs from around the parish. Finally a very big thank you to all who donated to keep us
a float, not forgetting our subscribers. Hope you enjoy the magazine.
Ernie Editor.

Audley Health Centre.
A meeting was held on the 12th of December 2007, to discuss if there were any problems with the new Audley Health Centre,
in Church Street Audley.
Health Centre staff, Doctors and a selected number of local residents were asked to air their views at the meeting.
Sheila Cobb, a representative of Primary 2000 & Lift, this is a joint Public & Private Partners Company whose job it is to
improve the facilities of community buildings was present and contributed to the discussions.
During these discussions it was disclosed that the lead had recently been stolen from the New Health Centre Roof and was
now being replaced with a none scrap valued material. It was questioned at the meeting why had wooden cladding been
fitted to the sides of the building, as this type of material required to be maintained and may need to be replaced on a
regular basis. There were problems with dropped kerbs which were needed for the access of wheel chaired persons, toilets
not up to disabled standards and internal doors being too heavy for the disabled and elderly to open. Poor car park lighting at
the rear of the building, insufficient security fencing, poor signs to say where the Centre was etc.
Car parking was a big issue and the need to have it available for use on a Saturday morning for the pharmacy was discussed.
Health Centre staffs spoke of people parking their vehicles on the Health Centre all day and also finding a car with a for sale
sign in the window and the occupant no where to be found. Julie Stokes, the Health Centre Manager asked if it could be
considered to help part fund the resurfacing of the car park next to the Butchers Arms Public house with help from
Staffordshire County Council and use it as an overflow car park for the Centre. Access to the Audley Parish Bowling Clubs
ground has almost been lost, as during the construction, the rear entrance gate to the bowling green used for maintenance
was removed and replaced at the rear of the Pharmacy. Unfortunately they forgot to tell them how they were to get access to
this new gateway and built across the pathway which should have been provided to give the club access to their green. The
gates to the Health Centre were also causing problems for the mainly female staff, as they were large heavy metal gates, far
to heavy to be mauled about each day.
There were also a number of issues with regards to the inside of the building, which caused problems for the staff , including
some concern over security.
Audley is proud of its Health Centre and I’m sure some of these problems could have been corrected at the time of
construction. Julie Stokes, the practise manager, Doctors and Health Centre Staff are working hard to make sure the
centre runs efficiently. I’m sure that they will not sit back and let these problems just go away.

Bronwyn’s Magic Eye.
It was in November 2005, when the parents of Bronwyn
Williamson, noticed a white (cats eye lite) reflection in their
6 month old daughter Bronwyn’s left eye and whilst taking a
photograph they also noticed that everyone in the picture had
what they call (red eye) except for Bronwyn’s left eye.
Jessica and Michael Williamson, of Wood Street Bignall End,
Bronwyn's mum and Dad, decided they needed to take her to
the doctors to see if there was some kind of problem.
After several doctors appointments and many examinations
taking over 4 months, Bronwyn was finally referred to see a
specialist at the North Staffs Hospital.
Bronwyn’s parents had already realised that she was blind in
her left eye, but consultant Mr Brown (a fantastic consultant
and a huge support to the family) decide to give her an
anaesthetic to see if he could find what was blocking their
daughter’s sight.
Jessica and Michael were informed on the same day while Bronwyn was in recovery that their daughter had a large tumour
which was a rare childhood cancer called ‘Retinoblastoma’.
Retinoblastoma, is a very rare form of cancer with only around 50 children a year diagnosed and surprisingly it only effects
children under the age of 5 years old.
Less than one week after being diagnosed, on the 13th February 2006, at the age of 8months old, Bronwyn was admitted to
the Birmingham Children's Hospital, where her left eye was removed. This was a very traumatic time for the family, not
knowing what was going to happen to their loving daughter, with many tears being shed and many sleepless nights of worry.
But with fingers crossed up to the present time, she now has a new eye, which is changed every four to six months, although
she can’t see out of it, it is cosmetically fantastic. It’s Bronwyn’s “Magic Eye” and she’s very proud to have it.
Jessica and Michael continue to take her for regular check ups at the Birmingham Children's Hospital as there is a possibility
that the cancer could return and develop in her right eye up to the age of five years. However, the further down the road we
go the less chance she will contract the cancer.
Mum, Jessica said “ during their visits to the Children’s Hospital, although what our family was going through was
horrendous, it made them realise how lucky they were”. Jessica, continued to say “ She’s ours and alive, we are grateful and
very proud parents of a beautiful daughter”.
Yes, this chapter of their lives has been difficult for the Williams family, there have been plenty of tears and heartache along
the way but Bronwyn is here with her Mum, Dad, older sisters Holly aged 11 years and Charlotte aged 6 years who feel
extremely blessed and very thankful.
The family of Bronwyn, wish to take this opportunity to thank Consultant Mr Brown, Mr Wilshaw and the Oncology team at
Birmingham and CHECT ( Children's Eye Cancer Trust) for all their help and support.
This is a story of a brave little girl and her parents who hope by the story being published other Mum’s & Dads will be aware
of the problems before it may be to late..
To find out more about Retinoblastoma you will find information on the internet at: www.chect.org.uk.

The Millennium Green

Or as you might know it “Town Fields”
The Millennium Green Committee would like to thank all the dog
walkers who keep the area clean and everyone who does their bit to
keep down the litter.
Litter picking is one of the jobs of the working parties. We also plant
bulbs and new hedges, cut brambles, weed, clear the brook and
keep the grass cut, ……….it’s never ending.
If you would like to know more about our endeavours or would like to
join us please contact
Neil Blackwood on 01782 723877 or online at
www.millennium@audley.net

Working Party Meeting Dates
Saturday

8th March 2008

Sunday

13th April 2008

Saturday

10th May 2008

Sunday

8th June 2008

Audley & District Community Centre
Car Park at 10 .00 am.
We will be holding our AGM on the 16th February
at 7pm at the Durber Close Community Centre.
Anyone with an interest is invited to attend.

Parish Girl New Mayoress
Ann Price (nee Pennell) with husband, Brian.
Who would have though that a young Audley girl would have ever turned
out to become the Mayoress of Stafford Borough Council?
Well, from humble origins, Ann Pennell, born at 104 Wereton Road,
Audley, the eldest child of Harold and Irene Pennell, can be seen with
husband Brian after being presented with their chains of office. Ann,
who was educated initially at Audley Infants in Church Street Audley,
before going to Ravens Lane (now Ravensmead) School when she
attained the age of 6. It was about the time of her 11th birthday that the
family moved to a council house at 49 Booth Street and Ann went to
Halmer End Secondary Modern (now Sir Thomas Boughey) where she
remained until leaving at 15 to become a machinist at Enderley Mills in
Newcastle.
Ann met and married Brian Price from Clayton and they moved into the one bedroomed flat above the Audley office of Frank
Phoenix Solicitor, located in Church Street Audley, where her first child was born.
After a few years the family moved to a new bungalow in Tittensor where they live to this day. Ann in her later years worked
at Boots Chemist Newcastle for a while.
In May 2007, Brian was made Mayor of Stafford Borough Council and Ann, Mayoress. They are both enjoying their year of
office which whilst being very hectic has succeeded in raising about £6000 thus far for charity.
Ann’s achievements just proves that from humble beginnings, success is possible for anyone.
We would like to sent our congratulations from the Parish to Ann and Brian.

Local man to run London Marathon
Paul Shaw, a local Bignall End man, is to run
the London Marathon on Sunday 13th April
2008 in aid of the charity “Children With
Leukaemia”. Paul will be running the
Marathon in memory of his late friend Paul
Heath, son of Ann and Denzil, who sadly passed
away after contracting Leukaemia a number of
years ago.
If you wish to sponsor Paul, please contact him any evening:
Tel: 01782 722086 or you may contact the Editor of the ACN.

Donation for First Responders.
Paul Sargent a member of the Audley &
District First Responders was presented
with a cheque for £403.81 by Mrs Joan
Proctor, in loving memory of her late
husband Kenneth, who sadly passed away in
June 2007. Kenneth, was a former local
business man of the parish.
All monies were raised by donations from
friends and family of Kenneth.

Mystery Parish Picture from the past.
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Can you tell where this picture was taken a clue is it’s long and coloured.
Answer can be found on page 31.

Dog Grooming Service
Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Tel: 01782 721735
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30 Years Experience

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH

Audley & District Family History Society
Bignall End in the 1930’s
The shops and services in Bignall End included at least one grocer, butcher, greengrocer, fruiterer, fried fish
dealer, confectioner, baker, boot maker, boot repairer, milliner, draper, furnisher, cycle maker, builder, post
office and public house, plus Swettenham’s Co-op and a branch of the Butt Lane Co-op. Most of these were in
Ravens Lane and Chapel Street.

This photo of Ravens
Lane at its junction with
Chapel Street and New
Road shows several shops
and businesses. On the
immediate right is 172
Ravens Lane which was a
confectioner’s shop in the
1930’s. Swettenham’s
Co-op (no. 178) was on
the corner of Diglake
Street (by the cart), and
beyond were several
more shops in Chapel
Street.

The section of Ravens Lane from what was then Audley Station bridge, contained several shops, including
corner shops on each of the side streets. The building on the left was the stationmaster’s house and the small
building next door was a boot and shoe repair shop.

The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month
Talks 7.30-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November
Research 7-9pm on the first Friday in February, April, June, August, October and December
Enquiries Tel: 01782 720495 E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist

Readers Letter
Dear Editor
I read with particular interest the two letters which mentioned Hannah
Brassington, (issue No 18). We came back to live in the Audley /
Bignall end area after we were bombed out (Down the smoke), this
would be about 1940-1 and I went straight into Hannah’s class on my
first morning. Talk about baptism of fire, my abiding memory of her,
is of a large rotund woman with a passion for hitting you behind the
ear with the ring she had over the knuckle of her finger.
When I was there the teachers were, Miss Brassington, Jim Lucas
(Jimmy the grub), Miss Warburton, Headmaster Mr Barber. I never
did know who took the class below Miss Brassington. I only ever
remember Mr Lunt (who was mentioned in one letter) being at
Halmer End, assuming of course that my memory is correct.
When I was there it was Jimmy Grub who had the glass cabinet with
the canes and I can testify as to his ability in that department, his
daughter Barbara was in my class but he didn’t let that fact curtail his
use of the stick.
Another letter from the same issue caught my eye with its mention of
the Methodist Chapel. I, along with Raymond Statham, Ivor Davies,
Norman Rowley, Graham Allison to name but a few, attended
classes taken by Mr Edwin Latham every Sunday afternoon.
I think it was called The Young Mans Church Society, the treat for
me was to hear Raymond play the Radetzky March on the piano,
which he did most weeks, just for us but not during class. I also
remember Mr Arthur Evans the organist there, a tall gaunt looking
man who lived down New Road Bignall End.
Ah, fond memories (most of them anyway) but I’m sure they were
“the good old days” as much as we would sometimes like to believe.
Still we are still here to tell the tale.
Please keep up the good work all you good people who work so hard
to produce such a splendid publication as the Audley Community
News.

Dear Editor
I was so pleased to receive the 17th issue of the
Audley Community News magazine and couldn't
wait to read it. I was particularly interested in
page 6 with the picture of the William White
buildings in Church Street Audley looking from St
James Church towards the old council offices,
unfortunately long gone.
My reasons were that I lived at number 10 with my
parents and brother from 1939 to 1949. I was a
young girl of 10 years when we moved to live
there from Miles Green.
At first I found the house quite dark and creepy.
The house consisted of three rooms, the top floor
being two very gloomy attic rooms and as there
wasn’t any electricity connected to the top floor, I
never ventured up there by myself.
The house also had a very large cellar, this also
had no electricity connected to it, but this provided
us with a safe haven during the air raids in World
War Two.
The cellar was also used as a coal storage space
and a place to store milk etc as we didn't have
fridges in those days.
Mr Norman was our landlord and he kept the shop
at the front of number 10. At the age of 13 years I
used to deliver bread for him on a Saturday to
some of his customers using a ‘sit-up-and beg’
bicycle which had a wicker basket strapped to the
front of it.
Moving into number 10 was a step up the ladder
for our family because the house had electric
Best regards Stan Stubbs Newcastle Staffs.
lights and a proper bath-tub with running hot
water.
Jack Hughes from issue 18
Oh! What luxury!!
I read with interest the enquiry with regards to a Jack Hughes Although I now live on the South Coast of
who was a local opera singer. The enquiry said that he came England, I often think about my 20 years of living
in the parish of Audley and now having the
from Shraley Brook, in fact he originated from Booth Street
opportunity to read about the old village through
Audley and Jack also had a sister, I can’t recall her name.
I recall Jack who was a Tenor and Jim Shucker Baritone both your magazine brings back lots of memories for
me.
singing for the Audley Church Choir.
Kind regards and keep up the good work.
The last time I recall seeing Jack would have been around
1996-7 when the Audley Male Voice Choir were performing at
Betty Cope (nee Austine) East Sussex.
The Victoria Hall Hanley.
I have been a member of the Audley Male Voice Choir for
Dear Editor
over 50 years, until three years ago when ill health persuaded Would you please pass on my gratitude through
me to call it a day.
your publication, to all the staff of the Butchers
I have some lovely memories of performing in the local
Arms Public House for their generosity in helping
Chapels, Boon Hill, Shraley Brook and the old Minnie Row
to raise much needed funds for “The Children's
Chapel. All now unfortunately have disappeared. I have lived Eye Cancer Trust”.
in Shraley Brook for over 60 years and my passion in life was During the Christmas period, the staff of the pub
music.
wore fancy dress whilst working, raising over
I really enjoy to read your magazine and look forward to
£200 for the Trust.
every issue. Kind regards. John Appleby Shraley Brook.
Yours sincerely Jessica Amos.

Readers Letters.
Dear Editor
I read with interest the article submitted by Mrs E. Bushell which appeared on Page 4 of the December Edition of
the Audley Community News. I certainly agree with her when she says that it was a sad day when the Peoples Methodist
Chapel was pulled down. I personally have a close connection with the Chapel as it was built by my grandfather Daniel
Maddock and it was often said in the family that he went all the way to Hull to select the wood for the interior. On a summers
evening with the sunlight streaming through the large west window, the beautiful panels surrounding the balcony and the
organ seemed to glow, almost as though they were on fire. Quite a poignant thought when you compare it to the photograph
supplied by Mrs Valda Washington (Issue No8 ACN Page 5) which gives the impression that fire was introduced to destroy
the interior of the Chapel. Truly a sad sight. My father, Jack Maddock, was terminally ill at the time and the family went to
great lengths to keep from him the fact that the Chapel his father had built and where he had played an active role all his life
was being demolished. He died never knowing the truth.
To happier thoughts, Mrs Bushell refers to the children parading the streets of Wereton on what I can only assume
would be Charity Sunday morning, but as I recall the route included New Road and as far as the Pump in Bignall End before
returning to the Sunday School. It was usual that somewhere in New Road we were joined by the Audley Brass Band. I
remember so well the thrill of marching up the hill back to the village and been given a piece of Mr Heath’s sponge cake and
a drink at the Sunday School. I suppose the fact that I now had to walk back to my home in New Road didn’t matter too much
as I’d marched behind a band and had some refreshments. What a musical feast this day was with the band playing
beautifully harmonised hymn tunes at various prearranged points, the choir standing in a circle in the road singing their
hymns (some of the tunes composed by local people), the whole thing culminating in an afternoon and evening service in
the Chapel with the children on the stage and a packed congregation to bolster the singing. This is where Mrs Bushell’s
‘Ranters’ would come into their own and to sing the last verse again prompted by a ’Ranter’ was quite common. If my
memory serves me correct the main ’Ranter’ at the People’s Methodists was a Mr Edwards who I think was the Chapel
steward.
Mrs Bushell’s reference to Elisha Billington stirred memories of my childhood. If my research is at all accurate
Elisha (Mrs Bushell’s husband’s grandfather) was the brother of Jane Billington the second wife of Daniel Maddock,
mentioned previously in this article and of course who was my grandmother. As a young boy I remember this bearded
gentleman, Uncle ’Lisha’ as my father called him, being brought to our home in New road at Christmas time, placed in a chair
next to a roaring fire and presented with a cigar which he smoked with great satisfaction. I had not thought of that for years
but now it is clear as if it had happened yesterday.
In the final sentence of her article Mrs Bushell writes ‘I hope this may produce more memories’ In my case she
certainly has, so in conclusion may I use your pages Mr Editor to pose the following question? Does she remember the
Serpent that used to hang behind the door of what must have been the living-room of 25 George Street Wereton. In case
some of your readers think that the Billingtons kept dead snakes on the premises let me explain what a serpent is in this
particular case. It is a bass wind instrument made of leather covered wood with three U-shaped turns, a cup shaped mouth
piece and four keys. We were challenged to produce a note on it but the mouth piece was so large that it was never done in
my presence.
On reading this through it appears to be something of a ramble down memory lane but I sincerely hope that Mrs
Bushell, who I see now lives in Gloucestershire, will receive a copy of this particular issue because although her original letter
was short it certainly revived many memories and I am sure there is more to come.
Your magazine provides such a wonderful link with my roots which is why I endeavour to contribute from time to time.
Finally on a sad note I would like to thank you for your kind sympathy
regarding the recent death of my wife Gillian. It was so kind of you to
phone me, it was very much appreciated not only by me but by my
family also. Gillian died at her home in Suffolk on the 7th December
2007, after a long brave battle against cancer. The funeral service
was held at St Margarets Church Lowestoft. The burial took place at
St Mary’s Church in the village of Blundeston.
I was born in Audley and lived in the Parish for 25 years, Gillian and I
were married in 1952, Gillian was not an Audley girl. We would
visit Audley frequently until the death of my mother in 1984 (my father
died in 1972). We have lived most of our lives in Blundeston and my
wife had made many friends in the Audley Parish and was well know
by the Eardley & Maddock family.
Yours sincerely Dan Maddock Blundeston Suffolk.

Picture of the Peoples Methodist Church Audley.
Built by Daniel Maddock, now the new Tesco.

Food for Thought
Easter is the most important festival in the Christian calendar. It is the commemoration of Jesus' death and his rising from
the dead. But why do we eat chocolate eggs at Easter time? For Christians, Easter eggs symbolise new life. The first eggs
were always real eggs, hardboiled and decorated but today we exchange chocolate eggs. We all love chocolate so we hope
you will enjoy these delicious recipes.

Chocolate Rice Krispie
Easter Egg Nests

Chocolate Tea Bread

75g/3ozs butter
100g/4ozs golden syrup
60g/2½ozs plain or milk chocolate
50g/2ozs rice krispies
50g/2ozs rolled oats
30 sugar coated mini chocolate eggs
Put the butter, golden syrup and the chocolate
(broken into small pieces) into a saucepan and melt
together over a low heat. Mix together the rice
krispies and oats and stir in the golden syrup
mixture.
Line a bun tray with paper cases and fill with the
chocolate mixture, make a hollow in the centre of
each.
Fill each nest with three Easter eggs.
Place in the fridge to set.
Young children will love helping you to make the
nests.

Marbled Bars
15ml/1tblsp cocoa powder
15ml/1tblsp boiling water
175/6ozs soft margarine
175/6ozs caster sugar
175/6ozs self raising flour
7.5ml/1½tsp baking powder
3 eggs
Preheat the oven to 170C/340F/Gas Mark 3
Grease and line a 18 x 28cm/7 x 11 inch shallow
baking tin. Blend the cocoa and hot water together
and allow to cool.
Place the remaining ingredients into a mixing bowl
and beat together until smooth and creamy. Divide
the mixture into two equal portions. Stir the cocoa
mixture into one portion until well blended.
Using a dessertspoon, place alternative spoonfuls of
mixture into the tin and then smooth the top.
Place in the oven on the middle shelf and bake for
approximately 25mins or when it is firm to the touch.
Leave to cool in the tin for 10minutes then turn out
onto a wire tray. When completely cold cut into
pieces.

175g/6ozs well softened butter or margarine
225g/8ozs sieved self raising flour
1 teasp. baking powder
100g/4ozs light brown sugar
4 beaten eggs
225/8ozs dark chocolate chips
75g/3ozs raisins
25g/1oz chopped walnuts
Finely grated rind of an orange
Preheat the oven to 170g/340F/Gas Mark 3.
Grease and line a 2lb loaf tin.
In a large bowl beat together all the ingredients.
Spoon into the prepared tin and bake for
approximately 1 hour or until an inserted skewer
comes out clean.
Cool in the tin for 5 minutes, turn out onto a rack to
finish cooling.
Serve cut into slices, with or without butter.

Indulgent Hot Chocolate
Approximately ½pint/150ml milk
3 teaspoons cocoa powder
3 broken squares dark chocolate
1 dessertspoon whipped cream (optional)
A few chocolate shavings
Measure out enough milk to fill your serving mug ¾ full.
Pour into a pan and heat until hot. Spoon in the cocoa
powder and whisk until small bubbles appear on the surface.
Add the chocolate and whisk until milk is smooth, do not allow
to boil. Spoon the cream into the mug and slowly add the milk
mixture. Top with a few chocolate shavings ………
Heavenly.

The Perfect Fit
Garment Alteration
&
Repairs
Tel: Joanne

(01782) 729169

Poetry & Rhyme

STRANGER IN TOWN
Introduced as a “temp”, brought in to help
Was he friend or a foe, a management scalp?
Of him we knew nothing, not even his name
His likes or his dislikes or from whence he came.
Viewed with suspicion, minds full of doubt
Unanswered questions. A need to find out.
Conjecture and gossip were sure to prevail
If no one could trust the incoming male.
But fears were unfounded he soon settled down
Accepting our banter with scarcely a frown
He looked for our guidance finding good digs
As well as the nightlife and favourite gigs.
It perhaps wasn’t easy away from his own
Family and friends, often alone
But he passed with flying colours the “likeable test”
Grafting away to give of his best.
Familiar with baguettes, baps and bread cobs
He’d no knowledge of lobby or heard about pobs
And he cried in amazement, “Whatever are these”?
When we fed him some oatcakes with bacon and cheese.
Backlogs of work soon disappeared
The moment had come, most of us feared
As into the sunset he went on his way
Leaving fond memories of his welcome stay.
Derrick Bate

Easier access to Newsletters on Web page.
The News Team have now purchased new
Adobe software which makes the download of
the Newsletter from its web page so much easier.
Averaged time is now 3 minutes per
issue and you will find that the whole of the
magazine can be seen in colour. It’s worth a
look!
www.audleycommunitynews.ik.com
To advertise in the Newsletter please
contact the Editor at 01782 721565 or 23
Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL
Issue 18 Trivia Winner:
Congratulations Mrs V Downing
Vernon Avenue Audley.

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB GRAND NATIONAL BEER FESTIVAL 2008
After the unbelievable success of last year’s inaugural beer festival we are now planning for another to be held this year, once
again to coincide with the Grand National.
Part of that success was down to Phil Grocott and Simply Cask who supplied all the beers, ciders and bar facilities. Once
again we will be engaging his services and expertise to provide the 36 beers and 6 ciders. The committee has done a few
‘calculations’, ordered more beer than last year, and with a little luck we won’t run out on Saturday!
The beers and ciders on tap, will be some of finest brewed both locally and nationwide, including the popular ones that were
voted for last year by the customers who attended. This year all beers and ciders will be £2 per pint with 20p per pint
being donated to charity.
The festival will run from Monday the 31st March to Saturday 5th April. Opening times are from 7.00pm until 11.30pm
during the week and 12 noon ‘til 11.30pm on Saturday, with no admission after 11.00pm. There will be cold refreshments
available, a raffle every night, a quiz on Wednesday and many prizes up for grabs, culminating in the Grand National on the
Saturday, which will be shown on the big screen.
We are still looking for sponsors for this year’s festival and anyone interested in sponsorship should contact the number
below. Our thanks go out to last years attendees and all our sponsors, including: Rod Whitmore, Greenhous, Ken Henshall,
Alf & Dorothy Emery, Bryan Carnes, Rob Fairbanks, Bill, Tony & Lex, Simply Cask, Trev, Pat & Gary, Glyn, Mick, Tim & Paul,
Bignall End Barbers, 1st Team, 2nd Team, Townhouse Brewery, Old 3rds, Aardwolf, Dave Beckett, Audley Rotary, Kev
Whitmore, Dave Titley, Mick Fairbanks, 3rd Team, John Smiths, John Hinks & The Royal Oak, H&B Electrics, SAS Plumbing,
Keith, Andy, Ian & Sid Ibstock, S.Morgan Joinery & Builder, Steve Barker.
For more information telephone Steve Barker – 01782 721904 or 01782 720725

News from the Audley Male Voice Choir.

On the 16th of December 2007 at the Alsager Civic Centre, the choir
presented a cheque for £4000 to the Audley Brass Band. Together
with a similar amount and professional help from the Audley Rotary
Club, the newly refurbished Bandroom has been in use from the start
of the New Year. The Band have a practice facility second to none
and they should be rightly proud of their completed project.
The photograph on your left shows the presentation of the cheque,
you can see in the foreground left to right, Pete Haxwell & Ted
Llewellyn members of the Brass Band, with members of the choir
David Eardley, Mike Rowley & Philip Broadhurst, the choir’s musical
director and conductor.
Standing at the rear, centre of the stage is the new recently appointed
Audley Brass conductor, Shaun Farrington.
Prior to Christmas last year, the choir took part in concerts at St Giles, Newcastle and Wesley Place, Alsager. The concerts
were musically and financially successful.
The choir also assisted the Douglas Macmillan Hospice at their Christmas annual open air event in the Italian Gardens at
Trentham Gardens. Over four thousand people joined in the singing of well known carols, accompanied by Trentham Brass
and listened to suitable readings. Those who attended were encouraged to place lighted candles around the Trentham lake
in memory of loved ones. This was the fourth year running that the choir has been involved in the venture. The weather
was cold and dry. Refreshments, in the form of four thousand mince pies were provide by the Co-op Southern Region.
The next concert for the choir will be the Celebrity Concert in the Victoria Hall Hanley, to be held on the 16th March 2008.
Tickets can be obtained from any choir member or by telephoning 01782 720568.
As always, the choir is anxious to recruit new members. For information please ring 01782 639437, ask any choir member
or simply turn up at 7.30pm on a Thursday evening at our rehearsal venue in Audley Methodist Church Hall, New Road,
Bignall End. Roy Cooper.

PETER PAN Audley Theatre.
Once again the audience was not disappointed, when our local Audley Theatre gave its performance of the much loved
children's story “Peter Pan”. Audley is privileged to have such a professional group of dedicated people, who provided us
with entertainment, which is the envy of many. The Theatre, in Hall Street Audley, was full on most of their performance
nights, having to disappoint many who tried in vain to get tickets. My advice is to book early, to save being disappointed. It
would be unfair to name only a few of the people involved which include, the cast, the chorus, the production team, the stage
crew, the tea ladies & gents, I could go on as there are so many. It’s best just to say a big thank you to them all, for once
again giving us a professional performance that everyone enjoyed.

C W Mottram & Family
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS
24 Hours Personal Service
Traditional, Eco Friendly & Horse Drawn Funerals
74
Church Street
Audley
Stoke on Trent
Staffordshire
ST7 8DA

Floral tributes
Personal Home Visits
Transport to Registrar if required
Assistance with completion of Bereavement Benefit claims.
CONTACT
CONRAD MOTTRAM
TEL 01782 722101 MOB 07900 492692

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
John Jackson
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS & FREEZER
ORDERS VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
Tel: (01782) 720737 OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK
Bignall End Cricket Club Hosts of a New Years Eve Charity Event.
Thanks to the generosity of those responsible for organising a New Years Eve Party, where £900 was raised for two very
Worthwhile causes. The sum raised has been split between Audley & District First Responders and The Air Ambulance
Service. The successful event was attended by over 100 people, with tickets selling out after a fortnight of going on sale.
The Disco, was provided by volunteers John Hopkins and Mark Horne who are regular DJ’s to previous New Years Eve
Cricket Club parties. The event started at 7.30pm,continuing on until
the early hours of New Years Day, with party games for the children and
a raffle of donated prizes. The top prize in the raffle was a pop-art
painting by local artist Ben Riley. Many thanks to Bignall End Cricket
Club for hosting this well supported event and to all who helped to make
the event so successful.
Mrs Alison Potts from the Air Ambulance Service and Mr Paul Sargent
of the First Responders can be seen receiving their cheques, from
Bignall End CC Chairman, John Harrison.

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 5 days per week
Mon Closed. Tue 9.30am - 5.00 pm
Wed. 1pm - 5.00 pm / Thurs 1 pm - 6.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 7.00 pm / Sat 9.30 am - 3.00 pm

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 6.00

Kids.

£ 5.50

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 4.00

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 4.00
Wash & Cut.

£ 7.50

Beard Trim.

£ 1.50

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office

Dear Editor

Ravensmead School Bignall End 1955
Back row: Janet Heath / John Sturge / John Barrett / Geoffrey Poole / Derek
Billington / Jane Sneyd
3rd Row: Mrs Hodgkinson / Derek Fryer / Ronald Grocott / Ivor Machin / Stuart
Leech / Julia Jebb / Patricia Beckett / Linda Jones / Susan Taylor
2nd row: Ian Peak / Robert Windsor / Clover Davenport / Ivor Rowley / Paul Owen /
Kathleen Kirkham / Peter Harrison / Roger Bamforth / Robert Hughes / Clive
Millington.
Front row: Patricia Newman / Carol Woolridge / Susan Burgess / Isobel Spode /
Pauline Racliffe / Pamela Madew / Margaret Cousin / Linda Hassall / Elizabeth
Brassington / Doreen Berks.

The photograph below shows five members
of the St James Church Audley Choir during
the late 1920’s. They were all brothers, from
left to right back row, Arthur, Charlie, Frank,
with front row left to right Jack and Harold
Warham.
I remember that I was only eight years old
when this picture was taken (front row left
that’s me Jack) and I recall how proud our
mother was to have her five sons singing in
the church choir. The years have passed us
by but memories of those days in the parish
will always bring joy to my heart.
Please keep up the excellent work you and
the news team are doing with the magazine.
Jack Warham Dorset

Audley Infants School 1976 can anyone name the children

News from Audley Football Club

R & S Cycles
New Quality Cycles at affordable Prices
All Styles & Sizes Available
Clean Used Cycles Bought & Sold
Old/Unwanted adult cycles in any condition collected
“FREE”
3 Diglake Cottage Bignall Hill
Call Bob: Tel: 01782 721966
Mob: 07976 373 612

Audley Football Club is pleased to announce that they
have now completed the development of the youth
football pitch at their Townfields Club and it is now
available for use.
The Committee, players and members of the club wish
to express their gratitude to the Staffordshire Youth
Bank for a grant of £1000 which they allocated to
assist this much needed project.
The Football Foundation also gave a grant to cover
50% of the required funding needed for the goals.
K Chell.

David Madew
David Madew passed away
suddenly on 23 November 2007,
aged 83. Born in Ravens Lane, he
moved to Audley on his marriage to
Valda Dean in 1946 and had 3
children, Judith, Christopher and
Peter.
He worked as a miner at Holditch
Colliery and later at A.E.I. / G.E.C.
in Milehouse Lane until his
retirement. For 30 years he was
an active member of Audley Male Voice Choir. Valda passed
away in 1982 then in 1999 David married Joan Stanfield and
went to live in Newcastle. He also enjoyed dancing, crown
green and indoor bowls. David will be sadly missed by Joan,
and their respective families which included grandchildren and
great grandchildren.
Harry Hassell
Harry aged 82 years, of Boyles Hall Road Bignall End, sadly
passed away at the City General Hospital on the 30th
November 2007.
The funeral was held on the 10th December, at the Methodist
Church Bignall End, which was followed by cremation at the
Bradwell Crematorium.
Harry, leaves loving wife Marian, son Paul and daughter-inlaw Sue.
Harry a former butcher who worked at the Audley Co-op for
many years, was well know for his pleasant happy attitude
when serving his customers, always sparing the time for a
joke and a friendly smile.
Harry, you will be sadly missed by all who knew you.
God bless you.
Clifford Bagguley
Clifford Bagguley aged 65 years, sadly passed away on the
14th December 2007 at his home in Cross Heath. Beloved
father of Alison loving brother to, Jerry, John, Josie, Billy,
Jean, Esther, Dennis, Susan and Peggy.
The funeral was held on the 7th January 2008 at St John’s
Church Alsagers Bank, followed by cremation at the
Bradwell Crematorium.
All donations were donated to the Cheetham Ward NSRI.
To his family and friends please accept our condolences.
Margaret Mason
Margaret Mason died peacefully on the 19th December 2007
aged 72 years, the beloved wife of Peter.
Margaret, of Moat Farm, Moat Lane Audley, will be sadly
missed by her family and friends.
All donations were donated to the Motor Neurone Disease.
Margaret’s funeral was held on the 8th January followed by
cremation at Bradwell Crematorium.
Please accept our condolences.

Harry Mayer.
On the 25th of December 2007 Harry Mayer, aged 86years,
sadly passed away at his home in Hall Street Audley. Harry
had lived all his life in the same house and was a former
miner at the Holditch Pit in Chesterton. He was married to
Hilda who sadly passed away a number of years ago and
leaves a daughter Christine, three grand children and four
great-grand children.
What a wonderful friendly person Harry was, one who would
always have a kind word when he met you in the village, a
person who would always find time to listen to others and
offer advice. Harry, took pleasure helping others, nothing
was too much trouble.
Harry was proud of his Audley roots and would love to tell
you a tale or two from the past. He loved to go to the Audley
Cricket ground to watch the local cricket team and would
never be short of advice as to what they may or may not
need to do to improve their performances.
Harry supported many groups throughout the parish and
could often be seen at the Audley Theatre where his help will
be sadly missed.
I will miss the chats I had with Harry, over his garden wall as
we prepared for our opponents on the Audley Parish
Bowling Green on match day. He always gave a few words
of encouragement and would often stand for an hour
watching the local bowls team.
Audley has lost a very dear member of its community, but
we will never forget what a gentleman Harry was.
To all his family and friends our thoughts are with you at this
very sad time.
God bless and keep you Harry, we will never forget that
gentle man, whose kindness touched our lives.
Graham Potts
Graham Potts, died peacefully on the 24th December aged
64 years at the CG Hospital. Graham will be sadly missed
by his sons, Gary & Wayne, Karen and sister Elsie and his
loving grandchildren.
All donations where sent to the Podmore Conservation
Group. Graham was a former employee at Enderly Mills
Newcastle and Castle Colours Red Hall Halmer End.
Our thoughts are with you at this sad time.
Reginald Roberts (Reg)
Sadly on the 1st of January 2008, at the A & E of
UHNS, Reg Roberts of Miles Green passed away
peacefully with his family around him. Reg a former
Vernon Close resident, leaves daughters Mary,
Margaret, Ann, son Alan and his loving grand & great
grand children.
Reg, a quiet man, loved the occasional game of bowls
and would often be seen walking his dog in Heathcote
Road.
To all his family and friends please accept our
condolences at this very sad time.

Bill Maloney
Sadly on the 28th December after a short illness, William (Bill)
Maloney passed away aged 84 years.
Bill who had lived for more than 50 years at his home in Rye Hills,
was a former miner and in his later years worked for the Ravens
Lane Funeral Home. Bill was an active member of the Bignall End
Cricket Club and loved the game of bowls. It was often said that Bill
was at his happiest when walking the countryside of the parish.
The funeral was held at the Bradwell Crematorium, where a full
Crematorium chapel came to show their love and respect for Bill.
Our thoughts are with the family and friends of Bill at this sad time.
Keith Foden
Keith Foden, aged 59 years died suddenly at his home in Wood
Street Bignall End on the 22nd January 2008.
Keith, leaves his dearly beloved wife Lynda, daughter Amanda, son
Craig, cherished grandfather of Ashleigh & James and father-in-law
to David.
Keith, who had lived all his life in Wood Street Bignall End was a
former butcher, then went on to work at the Chesterton Ipstocks
brick and tile factory. Keith was a quiet well respected man and a
member of a very close knit family who mostly live in Wood Street.
He was a credit to his family and was just a nice man.
The funeral was held on the 7th February 2008 at St James’ Church
Audley, followed by internment at the Bignall End cemetery.

Dennis Cartledge
Funeral Directors
Audley Funeral Home
Ravens Lane Bignall End
Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed
Jim Riley.

Jim Riley, aged 87 years who was a resident of
Bignall End, sadly passed away on the 8th
December 2007 at the NSRI.
Our thoughts are with Lynda and her family at this sad time.
Jim was the loving father of Verity, father-inlaw to John, much loved grandfather to
Bernard Sellers
Lauren & Lindsey and great grandfather of
Sadly after a short illness Bernard Sellers aged 79 years, died at the
Nyssa & Elliot..
CGH on the 17th January 2008. Bernard, who lived in Halmer End
The funeral was held on the 20th December
was \the beloved father of Christine, father-in law to Anthony and
2007 at the Bradwell Crematorium.
granddad of Jason.
All donations were sent to the Staffordshire
The funeral was held at St James Church followed by internment in the Air Ambulance.
church grounds.
Bernard, who was a local driving instructor will be sadly missed by his To all his family and friends please accept our
condolences.
family and friends.
Please accept our condolences at this sad time.

Appleby John (Jack)

Ken Jackson

John Appleby, aged 88years died peacefully at
his home in Shraley Brook near Halmer End on
We were sorry to hear the sad news that Ken Jackson who lived in
January 20th 2008.
Dorset had sadly past away on the 2nd November 2007.
John, was the much loved husband of Mabel,
Ken, who was the son of Olive and Jim Jackson was born in Wood
devoted father of John, loving father-in law to
Lane. Ken was brought up in Alsagers Bank along with his brother
Jim. He was a pupil at the Alsagers Bank School and then went on to Pauline and cherished grandfather to Robert &
Halmer End Senior School. Ken would often speak of the many fond Catherine.
For over 60 years John had lived at his home in
memories and tales of his school life.
Ken and Joyce met at a dance and married on the 28th April 1945. At Shraley Brook and until recently had been a
member of The Audley Male Voice Choir.
the start of their married life they ran an electrical shop and had the
first television for sale in the area. After the birth of their first daughter The funeral was held on the 29th January at the
Audley Methodist Church, which was followed
they moved away from the parish to make their new home in
Southbourne. Ken and Joyce had many friends in the Audley Parish, by cremation at the Bradwell Crematorium.
Our thoughts are with his family and friends at
including Elsie and Les who they met when they were teenagers.
this a very sad time.
Joyce would love to hear from anyone who might remember them.
Our sincere condolences to Joyce, Karen and Zinnia at this sad time. God bless and keep you, dear John.

Peak Pursuits in Audley
I am sure that many of you will
not have heard of Peak Pursuits
until now. This organisation has
recently taken over the old
Audley Adult Centre building on Nantwich Road.
Peak Pursuits has been based in the area for the last eight years.
We have been sited in units on Alsager Rd for the last six years
and before that in Bignall End. We hold a local community ethos
and we endeavour to put our business into local companies and
support the local community wherever possible.
Initially an outdoor pursuits provider, the organisation now
encompasses much more. We offer Corporate Development,
Social Development Programmes, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Expeditions and creative activities through our Street Skills and
Expressive Arts Programmes. The companies’ continuous growth
over this period and our ability to diversify our work has led to a
need for our own premises. With a yearning to stay local, the
former council offices met all of our requirements.
Our plans for the building are simple, the majority of the upper floor
will become our company’s headquarters, with the large room at
the front right; becoming our dance studio/lecture theatre.
The lower floors will become our education centre including
classrooms, a life skills centre and a fully equipped music recording
studio. This is where we will be educating young people who are
struggling in main stream education and who need that extra bit of
support to get their lives on track.
All these facilities will be made available to the village in the
evening and weekends. Should anyone have an interest in using
the facilities or has any queries regarding the centre then please
feel free to get in touch.
Paul Ball
www.peakpursuits.co.uk paul@peakpursuits.co.uk 01782 722226

F.BOON OUTFITTERS
50,52,54 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY
TEL: 01782 - 720300
MENSWEAR & LADIES FASHIONS
LARGE STOCKS OF GENTS TROUSERS
SHIRTS BY GABICCI AND PETER ENGLAND
GOOD SELECTION OF LADIES SKIRTS, TOPS,
BLOUSES ETC
FOOTWEAR
WIDE RANGE OF ELMDALE SHOES
EXTENSIVE STOCK OF LADIES & GENTS
PADDERS BRAND
LADIES & GENTS SLIPPERS
Audley Workingmen’s Club
Indoor Bowls (Wooden Spoon)
January, brought to the Audley Workingmen’s Club its
annual Alec Baker Memorial Wooden Spoon indoor
bowls competition. Competitors from around the
Potteries came together to remember Alec, a former
Audley bowler, who passed away a few years ago.
The competition is run as triples and is open to anyone
who wishes to play.
Result:
Winners: Keith Kinsey, Chris Kinsey & Ann
Woodward
Runner / up: Ian Jones, Tracy White & Phil
Duranovicz
A big thank you must go to Ian Jones, the organiser of
the excellent competition and to Bill & Betty Yates for
providing the delicious refreshments.
All the competitors involved wish to pass on their
thanks to the management of the club for the warm
welcome they received.

Audley W.I
After enjoying a cosy Christmas party with good food and lovely company, we started our New Year with a
Beetle Drive. There was certainly some cheating going on during the Beetle Drive, you wouldn't believe that the
ladies of the W.I would cheat.
Today I was informed it’s not cheating, it’s fudging. It has come to light that there was also cheating by certain
members when playing pass the parcel at our Christmas Party, I wont name names.
February 2008 is the start to our new calendar year and first on our programme will be on the 28th, we are looking forward to
a brilliant evening with ‘Birds of Prey’ with speakers Mr & Mrs David Chant. They will be bringing birds with them to show,
no doubt some of our ladies will be sitting near to the ‘Exit’ door.
On March 27th we have ‘Grease Monkey to a President’ speaker will be Hilary Johnson, this is another event we are
looking forward to.
April 24th brings ‘Myths & Legends of Women’s Health’, with speaker Angela Reynolds, I suspect we’ll all have our
notepads out, trying to sort out our health issues. The rest of the programme for 2008 will be included in this magazine
throughout the year. We would welcome you to come and join us any time. Details from Anne 01782 721957

Halmer End Institute Up-date
A meeting was held at the Halmer End Institute on
Monday 21st January 2008, this was held between
Staffordshire Youth Services, a representative from Audley
Football Club and the newly formed Halmer End Institute
Community Committee chaired by Eddie Boden our local
Staffs County Councillor. This was to prepare a bid now worth
£409.657 to the Big Lottery, for the refurbishment of the old
Halmer End Institute.
This was a positive meeting with the local community group
where a number of points were answered and an up-date
given as to where the bid now stands.
At the meeting they were informed that representatives of the
Big Lottery would be attending a follow up site meeting on
Thursday 24th January 2008. We have been asked to supply
further information to support our bid. Once we have done
that our bid will go the Big Lottery Panel during February and
March, where a decision will be made as to whether we
progress to the next stage.
The bid process is quite lengthy but we will continue to keep
the residents up to date with the decisions.

Newsletter weekly meetings time change.
The time of the weekly meeting for the Newsletter Team has
now changed to 13:30 pm to 15:30 pm on Wednesdays and
is held at the Audley & District Community Centre.
For more details ring 01782 721565

Trivia Quiz
1.

What is the hardest natural substance?

2.

What does B.A.F.T.A stand for?

3.

In which decade was the film Grease
set?

4.

George Bernard Shaw’s play Pygmalion
was adapted to become which musical?

5.

In music, which is the lowest male
voice?

6.

What is the one place in all of Great Britain
that the Queen cannot visit?

7.

Which character from Alice in Wonderland
often said “Off with his head”?

8.

Which gas makes up approximately four
fifths of the air we breathe?

9.

Which alcoholic drink is used to make a
Margarita?

10. In which Tyneside town is one end of
Hadrian’s Wall?
11. Which treaty was signed after the end of
1st World War?
12. What do we call the young of a Puffin?
Answers to the quiz can be found on page 30

Children of Audley Residents Association Review of 2007.
2007 was a most successful year for CARA, as they held their annual fund raising events throughout the year.
They started the year with their Easter Fayre, here they invited the local children to make their own Easter Bonnets and
parade in front of the judges for prizes. At this event we also held Bric-a-Brac, Tombola, Raffles and various games for all to
enjoy. We must say thank you to Mrs Duncalf for her expertise in selling the raffle tickets.
Car Boots, are ongoing throughout the year, at the Audley& District Community Centre, these are organised by Mrs Barbara
Wilshaw and we are most grateful for any donations all monies raised go towards CARA’s funds. For details please contact
Barbara Tel: 01782 636487
Charity Stall, a number of the committee set up a stall for a day in Newcastle town centre at the Market Jazz Festival, to
help raise money and to advertise CARA and our Fun Day. Whilst at the Charity Stall Day, they invited a number of other
charity groups to come along to their Fun Day at Wereton, to help raise much needed money for their causes.
Fun Day, was a special event for the whole of the village, this was held in July at the Wereton Road playing fields. The day
started with floats parading throughout the parish, ending with a day of fun provided by members of CARA, which included
Table top sales, Hot dog stalls, Miss Audley competition, Baby competition, Dog show and many games for the kids to
participate in.
A Halloween Party non fund raising was held at the Audley Workingmen’s Club, we feel this is a much safer place in which
the children of the parish can enjoy a Trick or Treat night out.
A Witch Hunt non fund raising was held on the Wereton Road playing fields and all the children and adults who attended
said how much they enjoyed the night of fun. We invited a Witch to come along and hide the ingredients for her spell and
then get the kids to seek and find. When her spell was cast, the wish from the children was for a safer and better play area
for all to use in Audley. Hot food and drinks were provided by the local residents of Wereton and we thank them all.
This is just a small number of charitable events that The Children of Audley Residents Association do, there are many more
that could be mentioned, but the most important thing about CARA is that it is local people who give their time and money
to try to get a community recreation / play area for the children and residents of Audley. I have known CARA for about
three years, I have great respect for the committee members and what they are trying to achieve. All they need is your help
and for you to make a small donation (every penny counts). Good luck to CARA in what it’s trying to achieve. Editor.

Silverdale FC 1961/2

Picture sent in by Roy Cooper of
Ikins Drive Bignall End, who is
now a member of the Audley
Male Voice Choir.
Back row left to right:
Referee ??, Ken Tinsley, Sid
Steel, (player manager Gordon
Wheat), Goalie fearless Alan
Mayer, Ken Dugmore, Charley
Jones, Len Craddock.
Front row left to right:
Fred Griffiths, Henry Lucia, Doug
Fairbanks, R Barlow, Roy
Cooper. Boy on the left Alan
Griffiths, name of second boy not
known.
Roy recalls being told he was the
only one not smiling, he replied
that it was his look he gave to the
opposition to say try and get past
me Do you know the missing
names? Contact the Editor.

Halmer End Bowling Club 1926
The photograph below shows an early bowling team at Halmer End sent in by a Mrs J Young (nee Kirkham),
formerly of Booth Street Audley & Halmer End who now lives in Doncaster.
Mrs Young’s father, Hugh Henry Kirkham, can be seen sitting on the front row third from the right and he was
then captain of the Halmer End Bowling Club.
Unfortunately she has no other names to add to the photograph but would love to know if anyone has this
information or indeed any details regarding the Bowling Club or her father.
Please send your information to the Editor who will pass it on to Mrs Young.

Halmer End Tennis Courts.

Recently unearthed photographs of the Halmer End Tennis Courts, which were built on land near to where the Minnie Pit was
situated. The railway line can be seen which may have served the Minnie. The only name we have is the man standing extreme left on the left hand photograph, Colin Norcup of Halmer End. It looks a very popular sport of the time and you can
also see an early wheel chair in the left hand picture.
We once again see that the photographer was Thomas Warham ,who is credited with many of the early parish photographs
and the pictures are thought to be from around 1920. Do any of the newsletter readers have any more details regarding the
Tennis Club’s history, or the people in the photograph? If you do please contact the Editor at the usual address.

Halmer End Bowling Club
Due to the lack of players, Halmer End Bowling Club has had
to withdraw from the Monday evening Sandbach League and
the Staffordshire Parks Saturday Afternoon League.

Audley Community News
We are always looking out for old sports information or
photographs from around the parish, please send them to
the Editor at the usual address.

Audley Parish Bowling Club.
The committee and members of the Audley Parish Bowling Club wish to welcome their new secretary, John Tryner who has
recently been appointed to the position of secretary following the retirement of Mr Dennis Dale.
The new bowls season is almost upon us, with the bowling green to be re-opened at the end of March 2008.
Membership fees have once again been frozen for another season and new members will be welcomed at the club house in
Church Street Audley on Open Day Saturday 29th March 2008, at 2.00pm.
Audley Parish Bowling Club is now going into its 17th year of competitive and friendly bowling. The club has 8 registered
teams playing in 5 different leagues.
They participate on a Monday evening in the Sandbach league, this league accommodates Ladies & Gents, being a mixed
team. On Wednesday evenings Audley A competes in the Stoke on Trent league, men only, with Audley B playing in the
Newcastle Mid-Week league ,this again is a mixed team.
On a Thursday afternoon it’s the Staffs Parks mixed team and Thursday evening we have two Ladies only teams playing in
the Ladies Parks League.
Saturday, Audley A and Audley B, both mixed teams play in the Staffs Parks League.
Audley Parish Bowling Club has had many successes during its years, but would welcome any new members, whether you
wish to play social or competitive bowls. A number of friendly fixtures are arranged, all members of the club are welcome to
participate. The bowling green is available seven days a week, giving members plenty of opportunity to play.
Audley Parish Bowling Club would welcome juniors to become members, with tuition available and the prospect of a junior
team. Bowls is a very relaxing sport and can be enjoyed by both sexes and all age groups. Bowls has the advantage of
helping you to keep fit and healthy. We will provide bowls for use on the green and if needed we will provide help in tutoring
you. All you need to do is ask, everyone will make you welcome and help to introduce you to the game of bowls.
The bowling club is also a way of meeting people and many friendships have started by way of a game of bowls. So instead
of sitting at home on those warm summer days, let’s get you out there in the fresh air, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a
relaxing game with friends.
For further details on how to join contact either:
Secretary John Tryner 01782 720032
Ladies Captain Mary Turner 01782 721503
Men's Captain Ernie Moulton 01782 721565

The Reopening of St James the Great Church Audley
Alleluia, The Church building is open again. St James the Great Church Audley has reopened this weekend (20th January
2008) after the fire last May. Our first service was attended by Bishop Gordon and was recorded by Radio Stoke for
broadcast on Sunday 27th January. The recording will also be available from the Internet during the following week.
Our lighting has been rigged by using portable flood lights until this problem can be sorted. Also, our heating is limping along
and on cold days it will be cold until we can introduce our new proposed heating system. But thanks to God and many people
we are back in the building.
As can be seen from the photograph, the cleaning has been
completed and the stone work and roof timbers brilliantly show their
original colours with the paintings and brasses on the walls looking
spectacular. We were only given a day to move back in and
unpack all loose items which had been removed for individual
cleaning and to arrange the flowers. The organ has been cleaned
superficially but will need to be fully dismantled by a specialist,
cleaned and rebuilt before it can be used again. This work is
planned to be completed sooner rather than later. Tooth brush
sized instruments were used to complete much of the cleaning.
Lighting - You may ask why we are using portable flood lights for
our lighting? When the insurance company visited after the fire to
assess the damage, they asked us how we changed a light bulb in
the pendant clusters which hung from each archway down each
side of the church. When we explained that a ladder was placed against the wall, someone climbed up and hooked the cable
to bring it close enough to access the bulb, they were aghast. It seems our action is a Health & Safety risk and the insurance
company immediately suggested they would not be able to insure us during the process.
Therefore the lighting needs to be replaced. During the erection of the scaffolding, some lights were damaged and so some
of the cost will be covered by insurance. Also, as we have removed the old wall heaters and all wiring needed to be replaced
due to the fire, the new design of lighting will be energy efficient wall mounted units illuminating both the public area and the
now clean walls and roof structure which will significantly enhance the visual aspects of our building. We are currently
awaiting final approval from the diocese’s planning group at Lichfield before purchase and fitting of the units. Slim line
overhead light units will be used down the side chanceries. This will of course require us to spend money but not as much as
it may have been and the new system will be energy efficient so reducing further our running costs.
Heating – Our heating problem has not changed other than the old boiler is still working but does not give out sufficient heat
to warm the building especially on cold days. We are still awaiting the approval of a new heating proposal.
Church Tower and other Restoration Repairs - In the last news letter I identified that our biggest project is to repair the
King truss which holds up the tower roof and the rain water goods. We applied for a grant from English Heritage and the
good news is that they have offered us about £106K but identified that the total work needed to be done is bigger than what
we anticipated at a cost of £175K. The grant offer will also include other caveats such as a planned maintenance programme
and the need to open the church to the public more often than just for services. A completion time frame of 2 years is also
stipulated covering all work included. The parochial church council have agreed to accept the terms and conditions offered
and take up the grant.
Another grant of £10K has been offered by the Newcastle Borough Council and more may be available from other sources
now that we have the main grant. But there will still be a large shortfall which we need to make up by what ever means
possible. Donations have started to come in from our appeal before Christmas and it is hoped that these will continue.
Much work still needs to be done ,not only in raising more money but in planning and managing the work that needs to be
carried out. Our thanks go to everyone who has helped out either directly or otherwise in the past with a special mention for
the proprietors and staff of the Audley Theatre who have so kindly looked after us and allowed us to use their facilities over
the last 7 months or so.
If you wish to make a donation, please make cheques payable to St James No 2 Account and send them to The Rev Peter
Davies 1 Wilbrahams Walk Audley Stoke on Trent Staffordshire ST7 8HL.
Trevor Carman supplied the article.

THE SWAN INN
BIGNALL END

Sports Quiz
1.

Which sportsman’s autobiography is called “My
Side”?

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot.
Tel: 01782 720622

2.

6 Real Ales & 4 Traditional Ciders

In what sport would you compete for the Nino
Bibbia Cup?

3.

Which Scottish club did George Best play for in
the early 1980’s?

4.

Who was the only woman to win a gold medal
in the 1992 Barcelona Olympics?

5.

How many points are awarded for a touchdown
in American Football?

6.

Which Swede was persuaded by his Prime
Minister to play for his country in football’s
Euro 2004 competition?

7.

On which race course is the Irish Derby run?

8.

Which famous golf course is located just outside
Sutton Coldfield?

9.

Which former British World Boxing champion
has the middle name of Livingstone?

10.

Who was the first male tennis player to win all
four Grand Slam tournaments?

11.

Which team game, using sticks and a rubber
ball, has ten players in each side?

12.

Which English Rugby League team plays its
home games at The Jungle?

Quiz Nite Monday
+

Pick a Key and open the Box Stashed with Cash
There may be in excess of £300.00 within the casket
with more to be added each week if not
won.

Your hosts
Sarah & Carl welcome you

Audley Turf & Garden Services
(The Professional with 30 yrs experience)
•
•
•
•
•

Several grades of quality lawn turf.
Best Cheshire or Organic Top Soil.
Full ground preparation & turf laying service.
All other general garden work undertaken
including regular lawn mowing.
Small or large work undertaken.
For information please contact Bob or Shirley
Tele: 01782 721966 or mob: 07976 373 612
We provide a personal friendly service.

Thief from Emergency Vehicle.
Sometime during the 1st of December 2007, thieves stole
the emergency flashing lighting from the First
Responders vehicle, whilst it was parked in Halmer End.
The lights were ripped from the vehicle and it has cost
in excess of £500 for replacement lighting to be
re-installed.

Audley & District Family History Society
If you have an interest in the village of Audley and have
the opportunity to use the internet, it is worth a look at
the Audley & District Family History Society’s Web site
www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist
where you will find a new article entitled:
“The Changing Face of Church Street”
The article is illustrated with old and new photographs
showing how Church Street has changed.
Go to the home page and follow the link. It’s certainly
worth a look.

Answers can be found on page 30.

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR
ANDREW WEMYSS
Tel. (01782) 723117
andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
***************************************

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES
Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for
any information regarding Council matters.

Early Memories by Ken Whitmore
General Strike.
I was ten years old when the General Strike was on and it is in
later life that I realised the misery it caused.
I recall the village miners digging for fragments of coal from the
“Bassruck” at the top of Delph Lane Bignall End. The tip was
swarming with men, like a colony of ants, with some of the out
of work miners even shoring their excavations with timber to
make them secure.
There was a stream of bikes, prams and pushchairs to take the
“coal” to various homes. There was a story of a man with a
horse and cart coming from as far away as Crewe to buy the
bassruck coal.
Extreme poverty was caused by the lack of wages.
The Guardians (today’s Community Council) issued vouchers to
be redeemed at grocery shops with no provision for tobacco or
cigarettes. These vouchers were for one pound only, which
barely kept the wolf from the door.
The miners who didn’t strike were vilified and were “sent to
Coventry”. They would have a large BL daubed on their front
door with tar (blackleg) to remind people.
Very hard times for everyone.
********************************

Memories of the Audley Cinema.

After reading some of the recent articles regarding the Audley
Cinema, I can recall the days of the silent films. The penny
Saturday matinee show for the children was always well
attended. Scott who lived in Hope Street Bignall End was the
pianist. When he played he made the screen come alive with
his music, playing the appropriate tune to the events as they
happened on screen. His rendition of “William Tell” had us
excited as the Red Indians chased the wagon trains and the
Tchaikovsky’s “Chanson Triste” would sadden us at a death
scene. He was an expert on sound effects too; the pistol shoot,
the banging door or window etc. Nayland Smith was one of our
heroes with his pursuits of deadly Dr Fu Man Chu. Then of
course we must include our cowboys– Tom Mix, Jack Hoxy and
William S Hart. Comedy was served with the likes of Charlie
Chaplin, Buster Keaton, Harry Langdon and Harold Lloyd.
It was educational too, as a stimulus to imagination and in my
case it left an appreciation of music inspired by the key board of
Harry Scott.
I remember too the Rep Company who played “Murder in the
Red Barn” and “Maria Martin” in the Market Hall. Why was the
Market Hall so under used and is still not in use at the present
time? Sad , but great memories. Ken. Caernarfon.

PAUL SARGENT
email: security_solutions@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01782 723393 Mobile: 07962 265868

Safety Awareness Meeting
A community safety awareness day will take place at “The
Pensioners Hall”, ( by the Doctors Surgery) Church
Street, Audley, on Saturday 8th March from 10am to 1pm.
The event will be hosted by Staffordshire Fire and Rescue
Services. There will be facilities available to have your
Electric Blanket Tested. You can also sign up for a free
home fire risk assessment which could include free smoke
detectors, deep fat fryer, carbon monoxide detector,
trailing sockets, fire or spark guards, fire blankets, energy
saving light bulbs and power down surge protector plugs.
We also hope to have other agencies present to offer
safety and health advice, this will be an excellent
opportunity to come along and quiz the fire and
police personnel on safety issues and concerns within our
community.
There will also be free refreshments which have been
kindly donated by Tesco.
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue is committed to
protect the communities we serve.

Warning email scam
Audley Community News wish to advise any of their
readers not to use its emailing address:
audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com
after a recent internet scam that has been detected on
their site. Please remove this address from your email
contacts and address book and if possible block all these
emails.
We advise any readers who receive an email from this
Audley Community News address to delete them without
opening them up.
We wish to apologise to anyone who has received a
scammed email. Thank you for your help.
If you wish to contact the Newsletter please use:
01782 721565
erniemoult@hotmail.co.uk
Poppy Appeal: Flowers were auctioned off, supplied by
Mr George Kinnersley, in aid of the Poppy Appeal at the
Audley Workingmen’s Club, £33.90 was raised.

Audley Christian Viewpoint.

St James
&
St John’s
Churches.

As part of the 200 years anniversary celebration of the abolition of slavery,
Audley Christian Viewpoint present, the unforgettable true story of William
Wilberforce:

“Amazing Grace”

Good Friday & Easter Sunday
Events at:
St James & St Johns Churches.
Friday 21st March
10.00am Good Friday Procession
Starts St James Church Hall, Audley.
10.00am Prampushers Extra
For the 0-7s, St James Church Hall
10.30am
Open Air Good Friday Service
Car Park between Co-op & Tesco
Audley.
1.30pm Kidspace
Holiday Cub for School Years 1-6.
Finishes at 3.30pm
This event needs to be pre-booked
3

3.00pm Good Friday Meditations
St John’s Church Alsager’s Bank
7.30pm Good Friday Meditations
St James Church Audley.
7.30pm Youth Night
St James Church Hall, Audley. An
evening of activities, games, songs,
snacks and small talk aimed at youth.

It will be presented at the Audley Theatre, Hall Street Audley.
Date Thursday 29th February 2008 Time 7-30pm
Ticket price £3-50
Introduced by Cedric Barber, whose ancestor, Francis Barber, was a black
slave. For more information contact one of the below telephone numbers:
01782 720381 or 01782 720352.

Did you know that ?
On the day you were conceived your genetic makeup was complete. Your sex,
eye colour, even your build was determined.
23. days later your heart started to beat. By day 28 your skeleton was
completed, your liver, kidneys & lungs were formed and your brain patterns
could be measured.
By week 10 you could make a fist, turn your head and frown. 2 weeks later you
could swallow and any inherited physical features could now be discerned.
At 16 weeks your heart was pumping 50 pints of blood a day.
By week 20 still in the womb, you had hair, eyebrows and you could suck your
thumb.
At 28 weeks your eyes opened and you could hear your Mum’s heart beat and
respond to her voice an between 36 & 40 weeks you popped out into the world.
Isn’t that amazing? Well, that’s what our scientists have apparently discovered.
But there’s something even more amazing-look at these words from Psalm 139
written by King David long before science labs and genetic engineering had
thought of:Lord, you have examined my heart and know EVERYTHING about me..
You know my every thought when far away..
Every moment you know where I am..

Sunday 23rd March
8.15am Holy Communion Service
St James Church, Audley

You place your hand of blessing on my head..
YOU made all the delicate, inner parts of my body.

9.30am Holy Communion Service
St John’s Church, Alsager’s Bank

And knit me together in my mother’s womb.

10.45am Easter Morning Service
St James Church, Audley

You watched me as I was being formed in utter seclusion
As I was woven together in the dark of the womb..

For more information, please contact:

You saw me before I was born.

Vicar. Rev Peter Davis 01782 720392

Everyday of my life was recorded in your book..

Church Office

01782 722146

htt://www.stjamesaudley.co.uk/moretolife
38 Church Street Audley will be open as
a More To Life information point on the
following dates:
March 10-14: 9.30am-4.30pm and
7.30pm-8.30pm
March 15: 9.30am-12.30pm.

Thank you for making me so wonderfully complex!

How precious are your thoughts about me...they are innumerable!
Search me, O God and know my heart..
Point out anything in me that offends you and lead me along the path of
everlasting life.

Isn’t that reassuring? Isn’t it stress breaking? Do you see?
God made us, you and me, in His image. Something of Himself is in each one
of us. He loves us and He made us bring Him delight and if we’ll let Him, He’ll
show us how this can be. You could have a word with Him now.Barbara Jones.
This article was also published in The Campoverde Scene a Spanish Newsletter.

Christmas Comes Early for Audley Brass
Audley Brass has at last returned to its home in Dean
Hollow. The band can be seen holding its first full
rehearsal on Friday 4th January 2008 and are delighted to
be “back at home” in Dean Hollow Audley once more.
The Band received an early Christmas present at their
annual Christmas concert held at Alsager Civic Centre on
Sunday evening 16th December. People within the
Audley Community will know that the band has been in
the process of rebuilding its band room in Dean Hollow,
Audley for some time.
On Sunday the 16th of December Santa Claus visited the
band in the form of representatives of Audley Rotary
Club and Audley Male Voice Choir. The choir, with whom the band has performed on numerous occasions,
presented a cheque for £4000 and Audley Rotary a cheque for £3500. This has enabled the band to finish the job
“in style” The Rotary club also provided technical expertise and skilled labour to fit out the new band room to a
professional finish
The cheques were presented by choir members Mike Rowley, David Eardley and, representing the Choir and
Rotary, Audley Male Voice Choir Musical Director, Philip Broadhurst. The cheques were presented to Band
Chairman Peter Hawxwell and Treasurer Ted Llewellyn
Chairman, Peter Hawxwell expressed his delight at receiving the gifts and stated that it was an example of a real
Community effort to achieve the band’s dream of a new home. He stated “We have always been determined to
remain in our home in the heart of the village and help such as we have received tonight and from other
community groups like the Church and Audley Theatre has been a major factor in the band continuing to
function during the months of upheaval. The cheques we have received this evening have really been the icing
on the cake and we are very grateful to both Audley Male Voice Choir and Audley Rotary Club for their help and
support”.
We continue to appeal for donations to help to pay for this very expensive rebuild and if you wish to support
your local Audley Brass Band, please send your donations to Audley Brass 83 Chester Road Audley Sot ST7
8JF.
If you would like to know more about the band or you are interested in playing for or booking the band, log on to
their website www.audleybrass.co.uk or ring Peter on 01270 569783

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE
………. best value locally
In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock
Some things you may not know:► We stock Car Accessories - from Fuses & Bulbs - to Oil & Antifreeze - we can
even order Number Plates & Spares for you.
► We are agents for DRY CLEANING
► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in!
► Need to send a fax or have something laminated?

Then come & see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End
Tele: 01782 729113

Your friendly, village store

The Rotary Club of Audley
The Rotary Club have had a very busy, but successful Christmas and New Year.
Yet again, the villages in our area have been wonderfully generous.
The Santa collections raised a marvellous £4,500. These donations will be used to fund our various charity projects during
the year and helps us to be able to respond quickly to new, urgent needs.
The ‘Tree of Light’ has again exceeded all expectations and raised £800 for The Donna Louise Trust.
From all of the Rotary Club, a very big ‘thank-you’ to all of the people in our community who contributed so much.
We have also been active with the local schools. We assisted Madeley High with their Industry Day and are providing help
with their mentoring scheme. Madeley have also held their Rotary Young Chef competition and the winner – Amrita Pandyan
- will be going on to the District Finals, later this year.
November saw our annual curry night at the ‘Indian Spice’ in Madeley. This raised £700 for our international projects and
some of the money has already been used towards sending shelter boxes to Bangladesh and providing funds to ‘REMIT’ –
Rotary Eradicating Malaria in Tanzania. We must thank the Evening Spice for their wonderful support.
The club has again provided stewards for Betley Bonfire and are helping to sponsor Audley Football Club’s Beer Festival.
Our work with Audley Brass Band has more or less ended now that they finally have a completed Rehearsal Room and we
offer them our heartiest congratulations.
We are still working closely with the Audley and District First Responders to help them maintain and improve the excellent
service that they provide. We were also delighted to be able to help with the restoration of William Dodd’s headstone.
On the social side, we all enjoyed our Christmas meal at the Butchers Arms and we have had some very interesting speakers
over the last few months. We are still involved in our District quiz and are through to the next round of the Ten Pin Bowling
competition. We are still waiting to play the final of the District Cricket competition!
I am delighted to report that we have four new members to the club. So, welcome to Nigel Withers, Sue Withers, David
Lovett and Steve Burke. We are always looking to welcome new members, so anyone interested should give us a call to find
out what we are all about.
Neil Ginnis
Rotary Contacts
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net)
Secretary:

WR

David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net)

Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd
High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.
Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc.
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area.
Tel: 01782 720212
http://www.rileyw.co.uk

Fax: 01782 722089
Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk

Mothers Union
Monthly Meetings 2008
March 20th Maundy Thursday,
‘ More to Life’ Passover meal.
April 17th Faith supper.

News & Gifts

May 15th Margaret Holmes.
June 19th Paul Sargent
Audley & District First Responders.
Forthcoming Social Events
Friday 7th March (Women’s World Day of Prayer).
Monday 31st March (Lady Day Service) held at
St Giles, Newcastle.

Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area
+ Home delivery news service
Extended range of magazines
Confectionery / Dry Cleaning
Stationery / Lottery

Occasions

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Please support your local independent shops

All meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month at:
7.15pm in the Audley Church Hall.
For more details please call: 01782 720381.

Easter Egg Hunt
FIND THE 10 EGGS
For the kids aged under 12 years. There are TEN hidden
Easter Eggs scattered throughout the magazine, just find
the Eggs, make a note of the page and where on the page
and send your answers , no later than 2nd April 2008 to:
ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL.
Please give your Name, Address and Telephone number if
possible.
THREE PRIZES TO BE WON.

How to contact your local Police:
Dial 0845 3 30 31 32 followed by (0) followed by either of the
officers collar numbers you can find below:
(PC George Heppell collar No 1205)
(PCSO Mark Gribble collar No 8869)
(PCSO Ian Blythe No 8961)
Spick & Span
We have been asked to congratulate the Audley & District
Community Centre, on their excellent cleanliness of its
Public Toilets. A local resident who had to make a visit,
came into one of our newsletter meetings, to pass on his
thanks for the high standard of cleanliness he had found.
Congratulations to the people responsible.

Audley & District Community Centre
Christmas Car Boot & Table Top Sale
Raised over £230.00
A big thank you to all who gave us support on the day.
All funds raised will go to help fund the Centre.

Newcastle Garden
Machinery
REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING
All Types of Gardening Equipment.
Free Collection & Delivery Service.

KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE
NANTWICH ROAD Ride-ons, Rotavators
AUDLEY
Hedgecutters,Strimmers
Lawnmowers & More.
TEL: 01782 723131
MOB: 07754 456759

Audley Parish Forthcoming Events Page.
Car Boot & Table Top Sale
Audley & District Community Centre
New Road Audley Sot.
To Book
Tel 07762285315
Or
07946657128

8.30am until 11.30am

Sat 1st March 2008
Sat 5th April 2008
Sat 3rd May 2008

Indoor £7.00
Outdoor £6.00
Setting up from
7.30am.

Local Astronomical Society
For details contact Duncan Richardson
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688
www.northstaffsas.co.uk

Auction Audley & District WMC
Every Thursday Evening Viewing 6 - 7pm
Auction starts at 7pm Free entrance.

A WEEK OF EVENTS
16-23 MARCH 2008
Youth Club
Audley Methodist Church
Kids from 7 to 11’s
Wednesday Night
6pm -7.15pm
Admission 50p
Includes a drink.

Audley Library
Hall Street Audley
Stoke-on-Trent ST7 8DB
Tel: 01782 720527
MON
TUE
WED
THU

2.00 -7.00

Audley Community News do try to ensure wherever possible, that any
information or details printed in the magazine are accurate.
Information received for publication is sometimes impossible to clarify.
We therefore cannot take responsibility for any inaccuracies in the Text,
Facts, Addresses, Telephone numbers, or details printed.
Editor E Moulton.

9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00
CLOSED
9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00

FRI
SAT

More To Life 2008 will be organised by St
James Church, Audley & St John’s Church
Alsager’s Bank
You will find Posters around the parish showing
a programme of events that will run throughout the week of the 1623 of March 2008, with more to be added right up to the last
minutes. For further details contact Vicar. Rev Peter Davis:
Tel: 01782 720392.

2.00-5.00
9.30-1.00
24 Hour information
Reservation & Renewal
0845 330 0740

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries
Membership is Free.

Please
Give
Us
Your
Details
For
Future
Issues
To
Promote
Your
Events

Audley New Health Centre
Opening Times
Monday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Tuesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Wednesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Thursday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Friday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Saturday Closed
Surgery Telephone Number (01782) 276999
*********************************************************************************************************

(Prescription Enquiries (01782) 276960)
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)

COUNTY COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk
EDDIE

ANN

BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH
Tel: (01782) 722847
Please contact either Eddie or Ann
If you require advise with regards to
any local council matters.

G K MOTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT
Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944

AUTO WELDING
SPECIALIST
Pre MOT
Inspection

Merry Xmas
Happy New Year

MOT FAILURES
BACKCHESTER
ROAD

Trivia Answers from page 19.
1.
Diamond
2.
British Academy of Film
and Television Arts
3.
1950’s
4.
My Fair Lady
5.
Bass
6.
House of Commons
7.
Queen of Hearts
8.
Nitrogen
9.
Tequilla
10. Wallsend
11. The Treaty of Versailles
12. Pufflings

Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

Home Visits
By
Appointment
Where you can find the Newsletter
AUDLEY POST OFFICE
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB
AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
AUDLEY LIBRARY
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS OCCASIONS
AUDLEY DENTAL SURGERY
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP
HALMER END POST OFFICE
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY
HALMER END WMC
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB
F BOONS CLOTHS STORE CHURCH STREET AUDLEY

Winners of Find the SANTA
Kid’s Christmas Competition 2007
Katy - Scot Hay.
Megan - Halmer End.
Tanisha - Alsagers Bank.
Ella - Hope Street.
Ann-Marie Rose - Meadowside Av.
Thomas-Alsager.
Kimberley-Talke.
Beth-Audley.
James-Audley
Craig-Newcastle.
Thanks to Audley Co-op.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Sports Quiz Answers
David Beckham
Bobsleighing
Hibernian
Sally Gunnell
Six
Henrik Larsson
Curragh
The Belfry
Chris Eubank
Fred Perry
Lacrosse
Castleford

Special promotion offers for new customers.
Details from your local Agent.
Audley Community Centre
Tuesday 5.30pm & 7.00pm
Tele: Noreen 01782 783016

Contact Details for your local Agents

Bignall End 01782 720076
Kidsgrove 01782 786300
www.wakefieldgiles.co.uk

Mobile: 07951835969

Answer to picture puzzle from page 5.
Photograph shows a view as you enter Miles Green,
from Rye Hills.

Footpath Parking.
The Parish of Audley has become a Footpath Parking paradise , wherever
you go vehicles obstruct footpaths, forcing pedestrians to put their lives in
danger, by having to go into the main road to pass parked cars.
There has been a campaign in your magazine to get drivers to stop
parking illegally in the villages for years, the new option for drivers is to
park on the pavement, thus obstructing pedestrians rights of way. I have
heard a number of complaints by local residents who have seen mothers
with prams and disabled residents who use the battery operated buggies,
saying it’s impossible to walk or travel safely in the parish.
A few weeks ago whilst travelling through Rye Hills, I saw a gentleman in
a wheel chair trying to negotiated a line of cars strewn across the drive
entrances and pavement areas of private houses. The man finally ended
up having to come off the pavement, then having to travel on the main
road, therefore putting his life in danger. I am amazed at the number of
selfish residents who think that the pavement is part of their parking area.
Parking is a problem we all know that, but to force pedestrians onto the
road is just crazy and if you have a driveway to park in use it.
I do hope this is a wake up call for all drivers around our parish, especially
after the announcement recently with regards to the introduction of new
penalties for incorrect parking by the government.
Audley resident.

PREMIER

Now Open
Family Values!
Excellent Prices
all year round!
RADWAY GREEN GARDEN CENTRE CREWE ROAD ALSAGER
CHESHIRE CW1 5UJ
Tele: 01270 876813

Windows and Conservatories

“A league above the rest”
Conservatories
Windows
Doors
NO DEPOSIT
PAY ON COMPLETION
Opening Times:
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm / Sat & Sun 12pm-4pm

Horsleys

Logs for
Sale

Coal for
Sale

63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware
Call in and see our
extensive range of
DIY Goods
Paints, Wood, Glass,
Nails & Adhesives

We have a selection of
‘Fancy Goods’
Ideal for those
Special Xmas Presents

It’s time to Spring in to action
NOW Available!!!
Early Spring Bedding Plants
Potato Seeds / Peas / Onions
Fertiliser. Contact Jeff.
Fishing Tackle
Pet Food, Horse Feed

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

Tel: (01782) 720333
SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS

Tel: 01782 /720507
‘Free’ Local Deliveries

“For All Occasions”
Florist
Card& Gift Shop
80A Church Street Audley S-O-T
Tele: 01782 720060
For A Friendly Happy Service
Everything You Need For Any Occasion.

TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE

EXHAUST FITTING
BAY

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY

JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’
Tel: (01782) 720333

Emergency
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30
07780505191
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk
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Funeral flowers with 100%
Care & Attention
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Call Craig
For your Mot tests
Make an appointment
Tests while you wait.

We will supply
all your gardening
needs
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For the widest range of
Cards & Gifts in Audley

Mothers Day

2nd March
Please Order your
Bouquets early
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