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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 
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Welcome to the Christmas
Issue of the Audley
Community News.

Since 2003, when this magazine
was first produced, my message has
always been, where on earth has the
past twelve months gone? Yes I ask
the same old question and the
answer is, time seems to just fly by.
I do so hope the coverage of news
we have been able to offer this past
twelve months has been an
enjoyable read, but without your
input our pages would be blank.
We therefore ask, please keep
sending information of news and
events for our consideration to
print.
I’m sure we are all getting fed up
with listening to the Brexit
arguments, no matter whatever the
outcome, there will be many people
who won’t be very happy.
Let us hope that 2020 brings a
solution whatever it may be.
Throughout the year our villages
have been hives of activity, we are
so privileged here in the parish to
have so many active groups of
volunteers.
As some of you may be aware, we
have a Facebook page and we get
comments about all kinds of things
going on in the community, it’s just
an extension of our news service.
Most recently, on the page, I read
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comments from people who have
returned to live in our parish and
some who wished they could
return, praising what a lovely place
we live in.
It is not all doom and gloom.
I find in general the people of our
parish are very charitable and give
support whenever possible.
As we move closer towards the
festive season, let us give thought to
those who are often alone having
no family or friends to help
celebrate Christmas with. I’m sure
we all have a spare Christmas card
we can pop through their letter
box, or even a mince pie on
Christmas day.
Can you just imagine what this
would mean to them?
Let’s try to make this Christmas
special for everyone.
Finally I wish to thank all the
people who have made it possible
for me to publish the last twelve
months’ magazines, all the people
who have provided information,
the companies who advertise, our
subscribers and not forgetting all
the people who have donated to
help fund the magazine.
Just a big thank you.
Have a Very Merry Christmas one
and all.
Ernie Moulton Editor.
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REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
It was a proud moment to be part of a large
gathering of the local community who came
together and stood in silence at the
cenotaph outside St. James Church Audley
on Sunday the 10th of November.
This years Remembrance Service was
conducted by both the Rev’d. Joy Ventom,
and the Vicar of St. James, Simon Tomkins.
The days proceedings started with a
march from Maddocks Street along
Wereton Road, continuing along Queen
Street and Meadowside Avenue, up Vernon
Avenue, down Chester Road to the
roundabout on Alsager Road then up to
Peak Pursuits. Audley Brass band then
joined the parade and then they marched to
the cenotaph led by Stewart Walley, to be
part of the morning service.
This was a day when people of all ages
from our community came together to
remember all of those people whose lives
were lost during the warring conflicts.
Our village is a hive of community groups

which was shown by the number of wreaths placed on the
cenotaph during the remembrance service.
The people and families of our community should be so
proud of the children from our community, the local scouts
being the standard bearers and the children from Ravensmead
School after placing a wreath, read a poem. A service of
remembrance was also held in St. James Church.
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“Mrs Bignall End”

On Saturday 7th
September at
Bignall End Cricket
Club a ceremony
took place to
honour Barbara
Horne who died in
2017.
Barbara was “Mrs
Bignall End” for
many years and a
very popular person in the local community.
She had been at the Cricket Club for most of her life
from a young girl, helping her mother with teas to
becoming a Trustee of the Miners Welfare responsible
for overseeing the Grounds and Treasurer of the Club
for over 20 years.
The ceremony took place before the start of the cricket
match and was attended by members of Barbara’s
family and over 70 people who wanted to show their
support.

and often later than that!
The dedication consisted of a few words from the
Chairman of the Club, Peter Maskrey, a toast and the
unveiling of a plaque in Barbara’s memory by her sons
Mark and Richard, pictured above with members of
their family and friends on, which was a poem
especially written for the occasion.
Light refreshments were then served on the patio
where everyone could share their stories and
memories.
The weather gods sent us was a beautiful day to fit the
occasion and local photographer/film maker Tom
Dunn produced a great memento of the day. Try and
get your hands on a DVD it really is worth it. Great
filming and backed with Barbara’s favourite music
which means Frank Sinatra (you can borrow a copy
from the Club with pleasure).
Keith Nolan from the management committee at
Bignall End, who had been responsible for planning
the event and putting the day together said “It really
couldn’t have gone better and was everything we had
hoped for.
We have had many, many compliments from the
family and others present which makes us feel it was
all worthwhile.

The decision was made by the Club to dedicate the
new viewing patio outside the tea pavilion in Barbara’s
memory and to call it ‘Barbara’s place’.
The reasons behind this were that it was the last large
project that Barbara was responsible for and was
carried out by her son Richard (with a little help from
It has been two years since we lost Barbara but we
others) and it was also the place where Barbara could
really wanted to make sure that what we did is a fit and
be found on a Saturday after the cricket relaxing with
friends until it went dark on the long summer evenings lasting tribute and we sincerely hope it is.”

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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ROTARY CLUB OF AUDLEY

Christmas News

Well, it will soon be the big day that we all look forward to, so I will take this
opportunity let you know the dates for our annual ‘Tree of Light’ and ‘Santa Run’
around the local villages.
The ‘Tree of Light’ switch on this year takes place on Friday 29th November
at 7pm and as usual takes place on the Audley Library car park.
We will be supported by Audley Brass and there will be a short message from a
representative of the Donna Louise Trust, to which donations from this event are
passed.
Tea, coffee and mince pies will be available after the event in the library. Everyone is
welcome.
Forms for sponsoring the lights in remembrance of deceased relatives and friends are available from where you
got this magazine and at many shops throughout the village, including the library. If you prefer, they are
available to download from the website www.audleyrotary.co.uk and click on downloads.

The dates for this year’s Santa run are as follows:
WEEK 1
Mon. 9th December
Tue. 10th December

WEEK 2

Waterhayes Village
(Majority)
Waterhayes Village
(Continued) and Red Street

Thu 12th December

Wood Lane and Boon Hill

Fri 13th December

Madeley and Betley

Mon. 16th December

Madeley

Tue. 17th December

Scot Hay, Alsagers Bank
Halmer End, Miles Green

Thu 19th December

Bignall End

Fri 20th December
Sat 21st December

Audley
Audley Village in the
morning

Post Christmas fun run
After Christmas Audley Rotary, with the assistance of the ever growing Audley Striders Running group, invite all
standards of runners and joggers to their inaugural Festive 5k Fun Run, which will take place on Sunday
morning 29th December.
The 5k run will start at Audley Cricket Club, loop around the lanes, on to Nantwich Road and then around the
village and back to the cricket club. There will also be a 1k run for under 11s which will take place around the
cricket field. Festive Fancy Dress would really be preferred but is optional.
The cricket club will be open from 9am onwards where tea/coffee along with bacon baps/cheese oatcakes will be
available to purchase.
A licensed bar will be available from 11am.
This Charity Fun day is in aid of the fantastic charity Mary’s Meals, which at present is feeding 1.5 million
children a day, in some of the poorest countries of the world - £13.90 feeds a child in school for a whole year!
This is a great opportunity to lose some of those Christmas Calories and enjoy a real community event.
For more information see the poster elsewhere in this magazine.
If you would like to learn more about Rotary, please visit audleyrotary.co.uk and follow the links to get in touch,
or join our Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/346702352517182/
Ian Knight, publicity and communications officer for the Rotary Club of Audley.

6

FEATURES

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

A BLAST
FROM THE
PAST
The history of our village is
quite fascinating and on
the odd occasion I am
fortunate to be offered the
chance to obtain an old
photograph and a few
memories which show the
origin of one of our local
shops and business.
A few months ago I was
contacted by Cyril
Harrison who invited me
to his home where he gave
me the attached
photograph which shows
where the original Co-op store in Church Street
Audley once stood.
Sadly we do not know the people in the photograph
and we have to assume that they were employed in the
store.
Cyril was married to the late Marjorie Worthington,
whose father Albert and grandfather once owned the
former Co-op store pictured and builders yard which
stood behind the property, with two other directors.
The building is now a private dwelling and can be seen
on the left as you travel up through Church Street
Audley towards Wereton, standing just above Horsleys
hardware store, before the terraced houses start. Cyril
also gave me the following accounts of what he could
recall about the events that followed the closure of the
Co-op store. His details are as accurate as he recalls.
When the store closed a gentleman named Lycett
Johnson took over the land and buildings and ran a
funeral directors and building yard from there.
Mr Worthington went to work for Lycett as a builder
and Mr Worthington’s son Albert also was employed
as a builder and joiner. Unfortunately the business
collapsed as Lycett was declared bankrupt and the

business and land had to be sold.
The decision was to sell some of the land separately
and this was purchased by the Maddock family and
was run as a builders yard for some time along with
some rentable garages which stood down at the bottom
of what is now known as Margarets Gardens.
Mr Worthington and his son Albert purchased the
property and the builders yard where they continued
to run the building and joinery business but closed the
funeral parlour.
The Worthington’s had an excellent reputation through
out the area for their excellent workmanship, Albert
being a cabinet maker and a first class joiner.
The Worthingtons also built houses and did general
repairs which included work for the local council and
also building repairs for the local schools.
After the death of his father, Albert continued to run
the company until his death in the early 1980s.
The premises were sold around 1983 since then a
number of small businesses have used the property.
We wish to thank Cyril for the photograph and the
information he has given us.
If anyone has any information or any memories we
would love to hear from you.
Please contact the editor with any information.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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to set the scene for the performance of the
play.
The photograph shows the New Vic Cast of
Victoria Brazier, Bethany Jo Clews and
Robin Simpson and the Community Cast
together with Sue Moffat, Jim Worgan, and
some members of the Minnie Pit Centenary
Commemoration Group.
The play was written by Sue Moffat and
directed by Anna Poole, who was assistant
director for ‘Queens of the Coal Age’ and
‘Brassed Off ’ at the New Vic Theatre.
After the play copies of a new book by
William Cooke entitled ‘The Minnie Pit:
Disaster and Controversy’ and published by
the Audley and District Family History
Society were on sale by Clive Millington
from the Society.
What a memorable night it was. Thank you
to everyone who made this performance
possible and to the audience that night.
A report by David Rowley Senior Steward at
Halmer End Methodist Church.

‘Almost A Sacred Duty’

Play at Halmer End Methodist Church
(About the Minnie Pit Disaster Inquest)

The play ‘Almost A Sacred Duty’ tells the story of our
community today, and 100 years ago, when our
grieving families had to endure the Coroner’s Inquest
which was held at Halmer End Methodist Church in
October 1919. The Coroner, Hugh Adams, decided
that it was ‘Almost a Sacred Duty’ to hold the inquest
“amidst the people who had suffered” so they could
attend if they so wished.
This play was brought to Halmer End by New Vic
Borderlines the award winning outreach department at
the New Vic Theatre. It was a special performance at
the Church on Tuesday 3rd September 2019 because it
took place in the hall where the Coroner held the
inquest in 1919.
Jim Worgan, a local mining historian, (far left on the
photo) gave a short presentation about the Minnie Pit

ANDREW FODEN

Garden Services
Z
Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted
Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

8

FEATURES

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

Audley Parish Angling Club
Junior Match a Winner!

The fishing match for under 16s was held on Saturday
31st August 2019 and was a great success.
Each of the entrants caught fish and it was great to see
so many families and friends supporting the
youngsters in their endeavours.
The weather was a bit ‘iffy’ but it failed to dampen the
spirits of all those taking part. The overall winner was
7 years old Lucas Salt seen below with Chairman Brian
Billings from Newcastle,
with a total weight of
4.34lbs. He was awarded
the Rotary Club of Audley
junior shield along with
prize money of £50.
Runner up was 13years old
Luke Howard, below, from
Chesterton with a weight of
4.24 lbs. He also caught the
biggest fish of the day
measuring 350mm from
nose to tail. In addition to
the prize money of £25 he
Fishing Report
Special thanks to Mrs Joan Kent of Audley who
donated her late husband’s fishing tackle to the club,
this has been used to kit out a junior member.

was also awarded the Ken Tarrant Big Fish trophy held
in the photograph by Brian Billings. Luke also
received a new reel for his efforts. Sadly Ken passed
away unexpectedly days before the match but the
trophy will be fished for each year in remembrance of
Ken.
Third place was Rose
Elizabeth Kelsall Adams
from Scot Hay with a
weight of 3.25lbs.
Tom Dunn from Alsagers
bank spent the whole day
of the match making a
video recording of the
event and this will be made
available to all interested
parties.
Cost of videos is yet to be
determined but should be
around the £5 mark. Please contact APAC for details.

The club has also recently been presented with an
assortment of sporting trophies and a Fisherman’s
Companion guidebook by local resident Mr Ron
Oakes. The trophies will be awarded at next year’s
junior match and the book retained for reference.
There has been a steady increase in membership,
particularly in the junior section. This is very
encouraging as the young are the future of the sport.
As the predator season has approached it is expected
that the big pike hunters will be joining us for the half
season which commenced on 1st October and lasts
until 1st April 2020.
Membership prices fall by 50% after October 1st i.e.
£25 for night fishing membership, £12.50 for full day
members and £7.50 for concessions.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

Operation Christmas Child
Well, as you read this the shoe boxes from this year’s
campaign will be winging their way to eager children,
looking forward to receiving, what may be for them,
their only Christmas present.
The shoe box appeal has slightly changed this year as
we have supported two organisations; Samaritans
Purse and Teams 4 Us. This is to ensure we reach as
many children as possible. The boxes collected will all
go to needy children in Romania and other Eastern
Europe countries. My thanks go again to the drop off
centres and leaflet stations.
I would like to put out an appeal before the campaign
next year for anyone to take over the co-ordinating of
this venture. It is time to hand over the reins to
someone else, as other commitments are taking up
more of my time. I would be on hand to give advice to
anyone who feels this is something they could do, but I
myself will not be running the campaign at all.
Over the years we have sent over five thousand boxes
to five thousand happy smiling faces, so on behalf of
Barbara Jones, and the team, I can’t thank you enough
for your support over the past nineteen years.

FEATURES
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If anyone would still like to contribute to this
campaign next year you will still be able to take your
boxes to Halmer End Chapel or Signal Radio, who are
continuing to run with it.
You can still contact me if you would like any
information.
Thank you once again.
Josie Knight (josephineknight1974@gmail.com)
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RAVENSMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL
Lego Room at Newcastle Under Lyme College
As part of our “FAB Friday” provision at Ravensmead,
the Year 5 & 6 children have had the opportunity to
attend the Lego room at Newcastle under Lyme
college.
This has formed part of their Computing curriculum
where they have learnt to use coding and build a robot
which they have then programmed to go around an
obstacle course.
The children have experienced this over a period of 5
weeks this half term and Ravensmead is looking
forward to building further links with Newcastle
College.
Houses of Parliament Visit
A group of Year 5 & 6 children were able to visit
London during this half term. Ravensmead Primary
School were successfully chosen to take a small group
of children on a visit to London, visiting the Houses of
Parliament and the Natural History Museum.
The children were able to discuss and ask questions
with our local MP Paul Farrelly whilst visiting
Parliament.
The school’s aim is to take more children on similar
visits of this kind in the future.

Can you help to Save the old Heritage Apple & Pear Trees
I wish to appeal to the people of Audley regarding
heritage apple trees.
I learned how to graft Scion wood onto Rootstock 5
years ago and have been making new apple trees (and
some pear trees) ever since. A scion is a piece of last
year’s growth containing two buds that is inserted into
the stock, understock, or rootstock.
My goal is to establish a Staffordshire collection of
old ‘heritage’ type apple and pear trees found in the
county. Many of the old varieties were specific to a
small area, possibly half a county or even just a couple
of parishes. Most farms would have an orchard with
eating, cooking and cider apples, and cottages would
often have the obligatory fruit tree in the garden.
Many of these orchards would have established
varieties of fruit.
The Victorians were well organised and the Royal
Horticultural Society recorded the various cultivars so
that today there are over 2000 different types of apple.
However, not all the varieties of apple and pear were
documented and even today old trees are being
discovered which have unknown, unrecorded and
un-named apple type. In Kent, Hereford,
Worcestershire and Somerset, the main commercial
fruit growing areas, the bigger orchards are full of
documented varieties of fruit. It is in the counties
which were not noted for their fruit that the most
interesting varieties are being found, Staffordshire has
a ‘Betsy Baker’ variety, from the Cannock area, a

Roland Smith, supposedly from Weston Park and a
pear called Tettenhall Dick from Wolverhampton.
Alas, apple trees are lucky to survive over 200 years
and changes in agriculture and pressure of
development means that our old trees, both known
and unknown varieties, are disappearing.
Luckily, by grafting we can exactly reproduce a tree
by joining its scion wood onto new rootstock, in fact
any number can be made from the original tree. So, as
long as we can find the old trees before their demise
we can give the cultivar a new lease of life
I would very much like to ask the people of Audley
to let me know if they know of any old apple and pear
trees. The sort of thing is the old tree that their
grandparents knew about, whether or not it has nice
fruit or is just a crab apple.
I will take scion wood and regenerate a couple of
trees, and if the owner wants one, I will make a new
tree for them too.
Timing is important, grafting can only be done in
January and February, before the sap starts to rise, then
not every graft is successful. It would be the following
spring when we knew for sure.
Please give me a call if you think you can assist me
with getting the word out. I’m more than happy to
visit your home and check any trees.
I suppose it could be a continual story with updates
on progress and growth of successful grafts.
Regards Allan Furber 07885292747
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BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES

Mary Elizabeth Jackson
We sadly
announce that
Mary of Vernon
Close, Audley,
passed away
peacefully aged 92
years on the 11th
September 2019.
Mary was the
loving wife of the
late Colin, and
adoring mother to
Lynne, Christine,
June, Colin, Beryl,
John and the late
Gail and Sharon.
She was a
treasured Nan to
all her
grandchildren.
Mary was born in
the Potteries and came to live in The Croft, Miles
Green aged 3.
As a child growing up in Miles Green and living in a
house with 3 older step siblings and 7 younger siblings
life for Mary was an exciting and enjoyable time.
Mary loved being with her grandfather who would
often take her riding on his bicycle and on many
occasions fishing trips were organised.
Mary met Colin when they were both children
living in Miles Green and from the moment they first
met it seemed that they were made for each other.
Mary and Colin married which brought so much
happiness to them, sadly Colin passed away 23years
ago. Their marriage produced 8 children and from
what is believed she would have liked more. There was
also sadness later in her life with the loss of 2 of her
daughters, Gail and Sharon. This was a heavy blow for
Mary and her family.
Mary had lived all her married life in Vernon Close
where the Jackson family all grew up. It was a happy
family home and highly respected by all her
neighbours. She was a very quiet lady with strong
family values.
Mary had many skills. She was a gifted seamstress,
making dresses and suits for family and friends. She
was a wonderful cook and her stove and oven were
always on the go with soup bubbling and bread and
pies being baked.
We can just imagine what Christmas was like in the
Jackson household with having such a large family.
Mary would turn the house into a Santa’s grotto, she so
loved Christmas.
But it was not just Christmas Day she liked. She often
said “I loved every day and had a lovely life, I wouldn’t
have changed a thing.”
When husband Colin was alive she enjoyed outings to
the Halmer End and Knutton Workingmens Clubs just
to relax and have a little me time away from the family.
Mary was known for her lovely locks of hair, she never

joined in with gossip, had a love of jewellery and at the
age of 70 took up painting. Her talents were endless.
Mary was a remarkable lady, a perfect mother and
much valued friend who is a sad loss to our
community.
Her funeral service was held at St James church Audley
on the 2nd of October 2019 followed by interment in
the church yard.
The service was conducted by the Rev’d Simon
Tomkins whose tribute spoke volumes of a wonderful
lady.
The family wish to thank Horne Brothers, funeral
directors and the members of staff at Westfield Lodge
who took care of Mary
God bless you Mary.

George Downes

George passed away on
the 31st May, 2019 in the
Royal Stoke University
Hospital with his family
by his side.
He was born on 17th
June, 1931 in Diglake
Street. His parents died
when he was very young
but he had loving step
parents.
He went to Ravens Lane
Primary School and then
to Halmer End
Secondary Modern
school.
When he left school at
the age of 14 he worked
on local farms for about 20 years.
He then joined Dairy Crest at Haslington for about 24
years where he progressed to foreman until the factory
closed down.
George met Vivienne in 1951 when he visited a
friend who lived a few doors away from her home.
They married in 1956 at Audley Parish Church.
They had three children, Barbara, Anne and Ian.
Over time they grew up and added to the family with 2
sons-in-law and 1 daughter-in-law, 6 grand children
and 3 great grand children of whom he was very
proud.
George loved gardening and fishing in his spare
time, he also liked to watch car and motor bike racing.
He was very keen on DIY.
He was a happy man and everyone knew where he was
when they heard his laugh.
When he retired he joined Audley Probus Club which
he really enjoyed and became President one year.
He also enjoyed holidays often having 3 a year, ranging
from caravans, abroad and a cruise.
His funeral service and cremation were held at
Audley Methodist Church and Bradwell Crematorium.
George and his happy laughter will be missed by all
who knew him.
Our thanks go to the Rev Joy Ventom and to Horne
Brothers, funeral directors.
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Marjorie Harrison

We sadly announce that
on April 23rd 2019 John
Brown suddenly passed
away at home in Audley
aged 78 years.
John who was the
loving husband to
Kathleen, an adored dad
to Steven and Diana,
father-in-law to Angela
and Robert and respected
grandad to James and
Thomas.
John was born in Booth
Street, Audley in 1941 to
parents the late Frank and
Elsie Brown, brother to
Gwen, Nel and the late

Frank Jnr.
As a boy he attended Ravens Lane School and went
on to the Halmer End Secondary Modern School.
He left school aged 15 and went straight to join the
Royal Navy, starting at HMS Ganges Boys Training
Establishment in Shotley, Ipswich.
John stayed there for 18 months learning to look after
himself, to maintain his clothes, how to march and
learning to fire rifles.
During his time at Shotley, John also attended a
refresher course in all his school subjects which
produced a far higher standard of learning than when
he was at school.
John stayed in the Navy for 12 years and his first ship
was HMS Diana where he was the youngest sailor on
board.
During his time in the Navy John travelled the world
to many exotic places; Malta, Gibraltar, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Iceland, Australia, India and Africa to name
but a few.
But he never made the West Indies or America, only to
visit these countries with Kath on their cruises when
they retired in 2008.
When John left the Royal Navy in 1968 he joined the
Post Office and was employed at the sorting office in
the Iron Market, Newcastle for 35 years.
John met Kath when she was working in the Co-op
Emporium chemist in Newcastle. They were married
in 1973 and moved to Booth Street, 5 doors from
where he was born. They had 46 wonderful years of
marriage.
John had numerous pastimes. He was a regular
supporter of his local football team Stoke City FC,
loved his garden and making his Readicut Rugs, which
are placed all around his home.
He thoroughly enjoyed his holidays especially the
cruises.
John’s funeral was held on the 8th May 2019 at
Bradwell Crematorium which he had pre-organised
himself, which was perfect.
John will be sadly missed by all his family and friends.
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We sadly announce that
Marjorie, aged 90 years,
passed away peacefully
with husband Cyril in
attendance at the
Wilbraham House Care
Home on the 8th
October 2019.
Marjorie was the
beloved wife of Cyril, an
adored daughter to the
late Lizzie and Albert
Worthington and a
treasured sister to the late
Joan.
She was born in
Chesterton but moved
with her parents at a very early age to live in Hall
Street, Audley.
Majorie attended the Audley Infants school then
went on to the Halmer End Secondary Modern to
complete her education, earning glowing reports from
headmaster Mr. Bowers.
On leaving school she was first employed as a
shorthand typist with the Marley’s Insurance Company
based in Nantwich Road Audley.
As a young girl she was very active, she became a
Sunday School teacher at the Miles Green Chapel and
was also a member of the Miles Green Revellers
performing group.
Marjorie loved to dance and was a member at the
Sid Perkins school of dance in Silverdale and this is
where she met Cyril and the relationship blossomed
and they were eventual married at St. James Church
Audley in 1963. Their first home was in Hall Street,
then in the 1980s they moved to Nantwich Road where
Cyril is still a resident.
Dancing was a major part of both Marjorie’s and
Cyril’s life, they became very successful at the dance
school where they achieved a very high standard,
taking all the medals available. This led to entering all
the major modern dance competitions throughout the
country. They took part in hundreds of competitions,
often seen on television dancing at Butlins and Pontins
Holiday camps.
They also took part in the televised Winter Gardens
Dance competition in Blackpool and came 5th in the
grand final of old time dance and waltz.
During their dancing career they took many
honours, finally retiring from competition in 1980, but
continued to dance socially.
Sadly Marjorie’s health started to deteriorate in 2010
and husband Cyril cared for her for the next 4 years.
In 2014 Marjorie became a resident at the Wilbraham
House Care Home, where Cyril would visit her
everyday. Cyril wishes to take this opportunity to
thank all the staff at Wilbraham House for the love,
care and understanding they gave to Marjorie whilst in
their care and also to thank Pastor Mike Gollins for the
funeral service held at the Bradwell Crematorium on
the 23 October.
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Kathleen Nora Ford

BEREAVEMENTS

It is with deep sadness
that we announce that
on the 12th October
at her home in Bignall
End, Kathleen passed
away suddenly.
Kath, as she was
best known, was the
beloved wife to the
late Jack, an adored
mother to Jayne and
Gary, a very valued
mother-in-law to
Sarah and Carl, a
precious and much loved friend to Eric and a special
mum and nana to the children of her family, who she
so loved. Kath was born in Heathcote Road Miles
Green, to parents George and May Hughes.
She was the youngest of 6 children who were made up
of Ken, the late Madge, Joyce, Reg, and Stan, this was a
very supportive loving family.
As a child Kath attended the Alsagers Bank Primary
school, then finished her education at the Halmer End
Secondary Modern. On leaving school Kath started
her working life in the offices of BTH factory
Newcastle, then went on to work at Rists Newcastle,
eventually going back to BTH, then moved to the
Radway Green Factory for a number of years.
As the years progressed a very special friendship
came about when Kath met Jack while on holiday in
Blackpool. This led to courtship which found them
both travelling in turn to and fro between Audley and
Mansfield, where Jack lived.
This eventually led to their marriage which took place
at St. James Church Audley in March 1956. They were
married by the much loved vicar, the Rev J.L.D. Lewis.
Kath and Jack’s first home was a flat in Alsager.
Married life for them was blessed when in 1965 first
daughter Jayne was born, followed two years later
when son Gary enriched their family home.
Kath and Jack were both loving and devoted parents.
When Kath left Radway Green, she opened her
hairdressing salon in Church Street Audley which she
successfully ran for over 40 years. Her salon was a big
part of Kath’s life, she loved meeting people having a
chat and was always blessed with excellent staff. This
include her daughter Jayne who has continue with the
family tradition as a hairdresser.
Kath and Jack eventually moved from Alsager and
came to live in their lovely home in Rye Hills, Audley
and family holidays were so enjoyed when
caravanning.
Life for the Ford family in Rye Hills was always a fun
time, many memories of parties held in the garage,
games of pool and the odd few glasses of Gold Label.
Wherever Kath was, the room would light up, she
had such an affectionate smile, a quick wit and was a
perfect host. So many happy memories for the family
to reflect on.
Both Kath and Jack enjoyed life to the full and would
often be seen playing outdoor bowl at the Audley
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Bowling Green, both being quite competitive.
Sadly in August 2003 husband Jack passed away, this
was a tragic blow to the whole family.
Despite the loss of Jack, Kath always had a smile and a
kind word whenever you met her.
After being on her own for sometime Kath met Eric
whilst bowling some 15 years ago and a wonderful
friendship blossomed and life became so much
brighter for both of them. As time went by both Kath
and Eric knew they were meant for each other.
It was not long before Kath’s love of bowling and
tuition from Eric found her becoming a member of a
very successful Ladies Bowling team in Audley, where
they took a number of league honours.
Life for them revolved around their families, but
holidays were very special to them both.
Often they would be either going or returning from a
cruise, but the normal pastimes of Bingo and bowls
were part of their enjoyable life together, of course
with the odd glass of whisky.
Kath always took great pride in her appearance,
always well dressed and never went out without her
lipstick. Eric said that the few years they had together
were such a wonderful time of his and Kath’s life.
It was a fitting tribute to see so many people who
came to celebrate Kath’s life when her funeral took
place at the Bradwell Crematorium on the 29th
October 2019. Pastor Mike Gollins who took the
service said Kath had enriched the lives of so many
people and we should remember her for the lovely lady
she was.
God bless and keep you Kathleen. (Kath).

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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Audley St James Mothers’ Union
Well I think autumn has well and truly arrived and
to celebrate the colours of autumn we had a special
meeting in September making autumn wreaths.
Despite a few worried looks and comments like “I’m
not very creative” I am sure you will agree the wreaths
look beautiful and are a good representation of the
season. If you visit St James you will also see them on
the pillars helping to brighten up what can be a very
dull time of year. You see we are not just good at
making cakes and cups of tea!
Since my last article we have been very busy. In June it
was a pleasure to enrol another new member, Ruth
Fergusson, at the deanery festival service. This was
followed by a buffet in the church hall to which
members from St Giles Newcastle and St Andrews
Porthill were invited. Scott Seivewright, our youth and
families minister gave us a talk on service, which was
really interesting and was very thought provoking.
In July we wrote, yet again, over a thousand Christmas
cards for prisoners, and in August we had speakers
from Sanctus St Marks who work in their church
closely with asylum seekers. We are so fortunate in
our area to have such groups as these, who look out for
the most vulnerable in our society.
In October we were again treated to an interesting talk
by Ron Marshall from Audley Rotary about a charity
called “Jaipur Limb” who make prosthetic limbs for
amputees in India and Africa.
We often take for granted the amazing resources we
have in the NHS and support networks. If we were
disabled we would, with help, still be able to go to
work to feed our families.
This is not the case in poorer countries where being
disabled often means begging on the streets. Jaipur
Limb helps to bring dignity back to people who can
then lead independent lives.
November is the time for “Adoption week” when
awareness of this is promoted in the media, and so we
have a representative from “Buddy Bags”, John
Wilson, coming to our monthly branch meeting. This
charity prepares special backpacks for children who
need to go into emergency foster care, very often with
just the clothes that they are wearing. They contain
very specific items that will help the child settle in to
what is very often a frightening situation, especially if
they are just a few years old.
We will have our Christmas special bring and share
in December and that will be filled with fun and games
and that will be yet another year complete.
Where does the time go?
I would like to take this opportunity to say thank
you for all the support Mothers’ Union has had over
the past year, especially recently when we had to move
out of the church hall on Friday mornings.
I also need to express my thanks to the Pensioners
Association for allowing us to rent their hall at such

short notice. We are still open for coffee, tea, a biscuit
and a chat, but more importantly, for fellowship and a
listening ear. We have made so many friends and
shared some lovely stories so we will keep going as
long as we are able. Do pop in if you are around on
Friday morning to the Pensioners hall and see what it
is all about.
Annette Dodd and myself hosted two separate coffee
and cake days with lots of bargains to be had and cakes
to buy. This raised much needed funds for us to
support various projects locally and internationally.
November 1st was our last big sale of the year and all
together, so it is now up to the younger generation to
take up the reins.
I am now putting together the programme for next
year; copies of which will be in the library in the New
Year, so do look out for them. It has been such a busy
year this year, I am not sure how we fit it all in!
You are welcome at any of our branch meetings; you
do not have to be a member.
The date and time for our next meeting are:
December 19th Christmas special bring and share at
6.00pm.
I will close by including a copy of the Mothers’ Union
prayer which is said everyday by nearly four million
members, in eighty three countries, all around the
world.
The Mothers’ Union Prayer
Loving Lord, We thank you for your love so freely
given to us all. We pray for families around the world.
Bless the work of the Mothers’ Union as we seek to
share your love through the encouragement,
strengthening and support of marriage and family life.
Empowered by your Spirit, may we be united in prayer
and worship, and in love and service, reach out as your
hands across the world. In Jesus’ name. Amen
Josie Knight
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TWO FORMER PUPILS RETURN AS TEACHERS!
Starting a new job can be a very daunting experience,
but two new teachers at The Richard Heathcote School
this September had no worries about getting to know
the building or some of the staff.
Mr Smith and Miss Mills were both past pupils of The
Richard Heathcote CP School and also of Sir Thomas
Boughey High School. Mr Smith had previously
volunteered at the school since 2012, he progressed to
work as a teaching assistant whilst studying for his
degree and last year he undertook his teacher training
based at the school. He is now completing his NQT

year as Year 1 class teacher.
Miss Mills, who is currently training as a Forest School
Practioner, joins in her 3rd year of teaching bringing
valuable knowledge and experience to the role.
The school was also pleased to welcome Miss
Heathcote to the teaching team this September.
Headteacher, Mrs Chell says “All three new recruits
are working extremely hard and have fully immersed
themselves into their new roles.
We are so pleased to have recruited such
enthusiastic, talented and committed teaching staff to
add to our marvellous team.”

Mr Smith, Miss Heathcote & Miss Mills

Mr Smith

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB NEWS

The season is now well underway and our teams are
faring well in their respective leagues. Thanks to all
from the village and surrounding area who have
supported our teams so far this season. This has been
and will continue to be much appreciated by the teams
and the club alike, as we progress through the season.
By the time this piece is printed the club will have
hosted one their main fund raising events of the year,
the Annual Fireworks Display. Many thanks if you
attended, as the support of the community is key to the
continued success of the football club.
The funds raised from such events help to enable the
club to support the children, youth and young adults
of the community, through providing them with the
opportunity to partake in organised Association

Miss Mills

Football matches and coaching sessions, throughout
the year.
Currently we have over 100 players representing
Audley FC and our village, which the club hopes you,
like us, are proud of. On a development front the club
are investigating the feasibility of installing floodlights
at their home ground on Townfields. It is early days in
the process, with many tasks to complete before a
planning application can be made, but I will keep you
updated of any progress on this project through this
excellent magazine.
Finally on behalf of Audley FC I would like to wish
you and your families a Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year in 2020.
Regards
Richard Platt Chairman. Audley FC

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Forthcoming Events
Shoebox Sunday on 24th November at 10.00am.
Each year friends at Halmer End prepare shoeboxes
for distribution at Christmas. This year, working with
Teams 4u (www.teams4u.com) they will go to deprived
children in Eastern Europe. The shoeboxes will be
brought into the service to be blessed before they start
their journey to the children. You are invited to share
this service with us.
Autumn Fayre will be on Saturday 30th November
from 12 noon to 2.00pm.
Various stalls and refreshments available.
Admission free.
Christingle Service on Monday 9th December at
6.00pm.
Bring your family to the Christingle Service to be led
by our minister Rev’d Joy Ventom.
Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn on Wednesday 11th
December at 6.30pm.
Christmas Praise with tenor soloist Philip Cartwright
accompanied by Stefan Andrusyschyn and the Unity
Choir with congregational carols followed by drinks
and chip butties.
Carol Service on Sunday 22nd December at 10.00am
led by Rev’d Joy Ventom.
United Christmas Day Service at Audley Methodist
Church at 10.00am. Led by Rev’d Joy Ventom.
Minnie Pit Commemoration on Saturday 11th January
2020 at 3.00pm.
A talk about coal mining in North Staffordshire with a
particular emphasis on local coal mining to be given
by Jim Worgan, a local Mining Historian and Andy
Bennett from the Apedale Heritage Centre at 3.00pm.
Minnie Pit Disaster Commemoration Service on
Sunday 12th January 2020 at 3.00pm.
The service will be led by Rev’d John Taylor BTh.
There will not be a morning service on this Sunday but
the Chapel will be open from 2.00pm for members of
the public to have their own time of remembrance, and
to view memorabilia related to the Disaster of 12th
January 1918, before the service at 3.00pm.
Look out for more details on all these events on our
web site www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk
You are also warmly invited to join with us
each Sunday morning for our services at 10.00am
Minister: Rev’d Joy Ventom 01782 720267

HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk
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Honoured by the Prime Minister
Parish residents
Sue and David
Hughes who have
dedicated every
spare moment
they have to help
raise the much
needed funds to
provide free heart
screening
sessions for
young people,
since the sudden
death of their son
Dan, and also to make young people aware of Cardiac
Risk.
They themselves were very surprised and honoured
to receive a Points of Light Award from Prime
Minister, Boris Johnson recently. The Points of Light
awards recognise outstanding individual volunteers,
people who are making a change in their community
and inspiring others.
They are issued daily by the Prime Minister to
celebrate, encourage and promote volunteering and
the value that it brings to the country.
Part of the official press release read as follows…. “The
Prime Minister has today, 2 October, recognised Sue
and David Hughes, from Stoke-on-Trent, for
fundraising over £230,000 for ‘Cardiac Risk in the
Young’ arranging over 1,700 vital heart screenings for
young adults in memory of their son Daniel, who died
aged 28 from an undetected heart condition.
With their daughter Kim, Sue and David initially set
out to provide a minimum of 200 local young people
in the West Midlands with access to annual heart
screenings. After their fundraising exceeded
expectations, they have continued their campaign, as
well as opening a memorial garden to Daniel at Audley
Football Club where he used to play.”
In a personal letter that they received from the Prime
Minister he said,
“I know you do this with no thought of praise or
reward, but allow me to offer my own recognition of
how you have raised over £230,000 for ‘Cardiac Risk in
the Young’ and arranged over 1,700 vital heart
screenings in memory of your son Daniel.”
Dr Steven Cox, Chief Executive of Cardiac Risk in the
Young, added;
“It’s inspiring to look back at everything David and Sue
have achieved so far in memory of their son, Daniel.
They have raised a huge amount of awareness of young
sudden cardiac death and their fundraising efforts
have enabled many young people to be treated, having
been identified with potentially life-threatening
conditions. “I’d also like to extend our thanks and
admiration to all of their friends, relatives and entire
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local community, for all they continue to do in their
determination to stop other families from
experiencing the same devastating grief as David and
Sue have endured. “We are so proud of all the families
associated with CRY and this is now the fourth time
that a family affected by a young sudden cardiac death
has been awarded a prestigious ‘Points of Light’ award.
We are all very pleased to see David and Sue
deservedly recognised in this way, for their incredible
commitment to CRY and saving young lives.”
In addition to the Points of Light award they were also
honoured to receive a “Highly Commended” award at
the Sentinel “Our Hero” ceremony in September.
David will also be collecting a chairman’s award
from BAE Systems in Barrow in Furness for suggesting
they introduce Heart Screening for their young
apprentices, 101 were screened in July of this year and
2 were referred for further testing/treatment. BAES
have now committed to fund 2 more screening days in
February and July 2020.
They never set out on this path for the awards, the aim
was and still remains, to raise awareness of
undiagnosed heart defects and screen as many young
people as possible but the exposure that CRY get from
the media whenever one of its fundraisers receives an
award can only be good as they continue their quest
for a mandatory screening programme.
Audley Community News wishes to congratulate Sue
and David on the much deserved awards they have
received.
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DIGLAKE COLLIERY DISASTER
14TH JANUARY 1895
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Christmas & New Year
Services & Events 2019/20

Christmas Angels: The angels are coming!!
Collect yours from the village 25th November 2019
onwards. Friday 29th November 2019 – a series or
free events in conjunction with Mothers’ Union. 10am
to 12noon, coffee morning at Audley Pensioners Hall.
Children’s crafts & snacks at Audley Methodist Church
Hall, 3pm to 5pm.
Christmas Bazaar: Saturday 7th December 2019,
10 30am to 1pm. Get into the Christmas spirit!!
Warm food, tea & coffee available, raffle, stalls and
more. We are joined by Audley Brass Band, who
delight us with Christmas Music.
Traditional Carol Service: All welcome to our
Traditional Carol Service, Sunday 22nd December
2019 at 6pm. This service is led by our minister, Rev.
Joy Ventom.
Christmas Eve: Holy Communion worship at 6pm,
led by our minister Rev. Joy Ventom.
Christmas Day: We join together at 10am as a section
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. This service is led by
our minister, Rev. Joy Ventom.

The Parish of Audley and Bignall End are invited to
commemorate the 125th anniversary of the Diglake
Colliery Disaster, in which 77 men and boys were
killed as a result of an inrush of water.
Audley Methodist Church, in conjunction with
Apedale Mining Museum, Audley and District Family
History Society and Audley Brass Band will be holding
the following events over the anniversary weekend.
Saturday 11th January 2020 10.30am to 1pm held
at the Audley Methodist Church Hall.
There will be a display of historical mining items
relating to the Diglake Colliery Disaster - some items
rarely seen before - courtesy of the Apedale Mining
Museum.
This will include a talk on the history of the Diglake
Colliery.
Tea/ Coffee and refreshments will be available.
Sunday 12th January 2020 10am to 12.30pm
A “Memorial Walk” from near the head sticks of
Diglake Colliery to Audley Methodist Church Hall led
by Audley Brass Band.
Everyone is invited to join in the commemoration of
the disaster. Followed by a service including a minute’s
silence.
Tuesday 14th January 2020 10am to 4.30pm the
Audley Methodist Church will be open to view the
Diglake Colliery Disaster display and for prayer and
thanksgiving for the lives of men and boys lost, and
the rescuers who fought bravely to try and save them.

Table Top Sale: Saturday 15th February 2020,
10am – 1pm. £8 per table. Call office to book.
Family Fun Session: Tuesday 18th February 2020,
9 30am to 11am. Crafts and refreshments to a music
theme.
Office hours: Wed & Fri 11am - 2pm,
Thur 12pm - 3pm. Telephone: 01782 722755 or
email audleymethodist@btconnect.com.
Our Facebook page: Audley Methodist Church for up
to date information, news and details of our regular
events. Wishing you all a blessed Christmas & a
peaceful New Year
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From The Manse Window
As I look out of
an upstairs
window, I see
work been carried
out on the old
telephone
exchange and
wonder what the
building will be
like when it is
completed.
Just as the old
telephone
exchange needs
people with
different skills to
work on it, so our
village needs us
all to play our
part. As we seek
to provide love,
care, support and
events for our

no matter how insignificant they feel.
We could also use the idea of a jigsaw and each one of
us being a piece of the jigsaw that makes Audley what
it is. I have noticed on my visits to the library there is
always a jigsaw on the go, one day I may be able to add
my piece to that jigsaw.
No matter how good we are at jigsaws we can all add
our piece to village life, as we share our skills and are
good neighbours to each other.
Over the last year, I have been excited to hear of the
many groups and activities that happen in our village,
and to see them supported by the local community.
At the chapel we seek to be a place where not only the
community feel welcome to come but also be a
presence in the community.
Do stop me if you would like a chat when you see
me around the village.
Blessings
Rev. Joy

community.
The Bible in 1 Corinthians talks about the Church
being a body, with every part/person being important

6 Great reasons to choose County Vets for your pets:







Late night opening until 8pm at our branches (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) & Saturday opening.
Reduced price home visits £25.00 per visit every Wednesday.
Free vaccinations and much more with our Healthy Pet Club membership
Free Free
consultation
for all
First
consultation
fornew
newclients.
clients registering
Laparoscopic bitch speys – keyhole surgery which is less invasive giving a quicker recovery time.
RCVS Outstanding Client Services Award and Awarded Silver in ISFM’s Cat Friendly Clinic scheme
AWARDED

‘OUTSTANDING’
BY THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS

County Vets Alsager, 9 Lawton Rd

Friarswood Veterinary Centre, 12 Friarswood Rd

County Vets Sandbach, 30 Crewe Rd

01270 882112

01782 615698

01270 767455

County Vets Advert 210x148mm.indd 1

30/07/2019 13:57
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AUDLEY PARISH ALLOTMENT NEWS

AUDLEY ALLOTMENT OPEN DAY

A big thank you, to everyone who supported us on our
open day on the 11th August 2019.
Despite the poor weather we managed to stay dry
for the 2 hours!
Several visitors were from Park Road Allotments
Silverdale, with whom we had an exchange visit on the
14th July 2019.
There were tea and cakes available, which were
provided by allotment owners and friends.
The committee members worked tirelessly to
prepare the site for visitors by erecting a gazebo and
setting out tables and chairs.
Our special scarecrow directed visitors to the site. A
raffle was held which helped towards Association
funds. Plus, the cakes were gorgeous.

Cobbles Purple Day

On the 20th July 2019, despite the weather, Audley
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Allotment Association held a
stall at the Cobbles Purple Day
Event, which was held on the
car park at the top of Dean
Hollow.
Plot holders donated plants
and vegetables to sell on the
stall.
Customers were asked for
donations and through their
generosity we managed to raise
a grand total of £275 towards
Cancer Research.

A big thank you to
committee members,
Joan, Steve, Ian and
Michelle for manning
the stall.
Joanne from The
Cobbles for hosting the
event and a special
thank you to Jeff from
Horsleys for his help
and support.
Ian Rowley.
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ERIC’S WALKS
WITH AUDLEY PARISH WALKERS

The first walk in October, with the Audley Parish
Walkers, was a lovely autumn day, so we expected
good views along with good companionship. We were
not let down.
Parking at Apedale Country Park on Black Bank, and
after chatting and catching up on everybody’s news, we
headed into Silverdale Country Park. Once the site of
a large Coal Mine which closed in 1998, and now a
place for nature and the outdoors. Through the new
housing estate and picked up the disused railway line
through the site of the old Silverdale Station.
Having walked up Pepper Street, and left onto Quarry
Bank, we had a look at Keele and the Church, now a
much quieter village as the A525 now by-passes it.
Walked down Station Road to go under the railway
bridge, same line as before, took a path on our right to
Finney Green, interesting comment about the Hamlet
on Wikipedia “Just a short walk across the fields from
the cricket ground takes you to Finney Green, where
in 1970 a local farmer by the name of Ted Askey
allowed his field be used to host the Hollywood Music
Festival which attracted 45,000 people over the

weekend with acts such as Black Sabbath, Mungo Jerry
and the Grateful Dead. This was the first rock concert
to be held in the northern part of Britain. The concert
should have been aired on television but the story goes
that the film crew were spiked with LSD by one of the
bands and so the footage was never shown”. Wonder
how many readers remember this event?
Leaving Finney Green we ascended “The Clump”
where we had fantastic views while we had lunch,
there was a bull nearby, but he didn’t bother about us,
but we kept an eye on him!
“The Clump” is an obvious hillock viewed from the
west. We carried on, meeting Scot Hay Road, and back
into Silverdale Country Park for the last stretch. We
stopped by the Miners Head for a group photo, kindly
taken by a passing dog walker, but, we had to mind the
dog while the photo was taken.
The walk worked out at 7 miles with 600 feet of
ascent. Both Eric’s Walks and Audley Parish Walkers
have a Facebook page, where details of our activities
can be found, why not take a look? Audley Parish
Walkers walk on the 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the
month and share cars and costs.
Eric.
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AUDLEY PATIENT PANEL.
Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice

Winter’s no fun for the elderly

Winter’s here again, so when the temperature gets lower please don’t
forget the elderly who live around you, make sure they are safe and
keeping warm.

Please watch out for the vulnerable this winter.
Newcastle-North Primary Care Network

Audley, Chesterton (Heathcote Street), Talk-Pits Clinic,
Kidsgrove (Dr Harbridge), Kidsgrove (Dr Robinson).
You may have heard of the changes that have been made to our primary care
system in the last few months. We wanted to give you some insight into
what was envisaged when setting these PCN’s up and how the CCG hoped
they could improve your services at a local level. Some of the benefits PCN's hope to deliver
are:
•

Providing patients with better access to clinical services.

•

Wider range of services available to patients closer to home.

•

Reduced need to go to hospitals to obtain the care they need.

•

Longer opening hours for patient access.

A wider range of clinical and associated staff, allowing patients to see the right person for the
right reason locally, sharing of practice staff, ideas and concepts that will support practices in
continuing to deliver a high level of care.
Primary Care Networks are an important building block of developing our current community
services to support better delivery of hands-on, personalised, coordinated and more joined-up
health and social care.

What is planned for the next few years?
•

2019/2020 will see the PCN’s develop and recruit a Clinical Pharmacist and a Social
Prescriber.

•

In 2020 PCN’s will recruit Physiotherapists and Physician Associates.

• 2021 onwards will recruit community Paramedics and further develop the local service.
We will be working alongside paramedics, physiotherapists, clinical pharmacists, social
prescribers and physician’s assistants to deliver a holistic approach to healthcare, with a strong
focus on prevention and personalised care.
If you want to know more about the Audley Patient Panel, please contact:
audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or newcastlenorthpcnppg@btinternet.com
Or search for @AudleyPPG on FaceBook
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Audley & District W.I

We started in August
with the Events Day,
held in the library
building, the aim of
which was to give
support by
contributing to raise
funds for Cancer
Research. It turned
out to be a lovely
sunny day after an
atrocious amount of
rain the day before,
and there seemed to
be a steady stream of
folk visiting our cake
stall (some more
than once)!
At the end of the
afternoon, we had
managed to raise
over £132 for this
worthwhile cause. Well done to all those who
organised the event so successfully and a big thank you
to those who bought cakes.
Also in August, we continued our programme with
the speaker Janet Morby demonstrating the art of book
folding. I think we had anticipated an evening
watching passively whilst Janet demonstrated her book
folding skills. Not a bit of it! After a brief introduction
she gave us each a book (a rather racy novel destined
for landfill) and we were then shown how to create a
vase shape by folding each individual sheet.
I feel some of our members might have completed
this task a little quicker if they hadn’t stopped quite so
often to read extracts from the saucy novel!
Another member was so taken with the vase shape,
she went on to create a hedgehog and promises she
won’t stop here. She already has plans for many more
creations with her granddaughter Maisie. This was a
lovely, fun evening enjoyed by all thanks to Janet.
Well, we may not have celebrated our W.I Centenary
year by abseiling from the belfry of our local church,
nor did we canoe down the Trent or climb anything
higher than a pavement, but celebrate we did. We
chose to mark the occasion in style with an afternoon
tea at Betley Tea Rooms. Ladies from Audley & Keele
W.I joined forces for an altogether lovely afternoon
where much drinking of tea and eating of sandwiches,
pastries and cakes was the order of the day. Together
with lively chatter and joviality, this proved worthy
acknowledgment of the occasion and continues that
well known institution “Ladies who Lunch”.
Meir Lake Walk 20th Sept 2019 - What a beautiful
autumn day this turned out to be. We met at the
entrance to Meir Lake (adjacent to Alsager Golf
Course) and took a leisurely stroll along the Salt Line,
taking in the lovely scenery. The fact that the weather
was so glorious, couldn’t fail to lift our spirits as we
were able to appreciate that special golden sunlight

FEATURES

25

early autumn brings. Some of our group even
managed to pick a few sloes along the way and we very
much look forward to sampling a little of the sloe gin
later in the year! After our stroll, we drove on to the
New Horseshoe Inn for lunch. We left fully
replenished and with a sense of wellbeing after such a
lovely outing.
Our September speaker was Steve Booth whose talk
was Cannock Chase and its hidden history. We had all
heard of Cannock Chase of course and most of us had
at some point walked through the beautiful woodland
and surrounding areas taking in the scenery. But few
of us, I think, knew of the multitude of facts
surrounding this area. Steve took us through some of
the history, starting with the Iron Age hill fort there,
telling us the story of warring local tribes who were
persuaded to leave their lofty advantage points to taste
and subsequently succumb to wine recently introduced
by the Romans. Of the beautiful stately Beaudesert
Hall which once stood there, and its connection to
Henry Paget, 2nd in command to the Duke of
Wellington at Waterloo and who lost his leg during
battle. Also the true story of a brutal murder of a
women on one of the canal boats. A story that Colin
Dexter subsequently used as inspiration for his book
‘The Wench is Dead.’ And to round it off the
connection to JRR Tolkien who was billeted there and
whose works (including the Hobbit) is said to have
been inspired by the surrounding woodland.
October saw our annual outing which was to Port
Sunlight and although I was unable to go, I’m told the
day was a great success. The group arrived to coffee
and were then given a guided tour of the village,
picking up lots of interesting facts throughout from the
excellent guide. I think the general consensus was that
even though Edwardian factory workers in general had
a tough working life, to be working at the Lever
Brothers Factory brought many benefits, not least of
which was to live in one of the individually designed,
and modern workers’ cottages. Health and dental care
were also part of the package as well as paid holidays,
reduced working hours, equal pay for women and even
a banking system. The guided tour was rounded off by
a visit to the Lady Lever Art Gallery.
I get the feeling that this won’t be the last time the
W.I will make the trip to Port Sunlight village.
Before closing, I must mention the lovely Macmillan
Coffee Morning, organised by our latest members to
W.I. They organised a spectacular spread (Aunty
Linda take a bow) at their public house The Royal Oak,
Miles Green which many of our members went along
to support. Well done to you all. Something tells me
that these ladies are going to be a great asset to the W.I.
Our October speaker is Julie Beeston from the Donna
Louise Trust and Melanie Latham will provide a tasty
evening in November with her Holly Cottage Preserves
as the theme.
If you would like to join us or find out more about us,
come for a visit at the Pensioners Hall at 7pm on the
4th Thursday of each month. Contact: Glenis 722009
or Anne 721957 for more information.
Ann Barlow.
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Mayoral Visit
Halmer End Miners Welfare
Institute.

On the 23rd of October 2019 the Mayor of
Newcastle Under Lyme made his inaugural visit to
the “The Stute”.
This is most probably the first visit by a dignitary to
The Stute since its opening in December 1932 by
Enoch Wedgwood MP.
Simon White Mayor 2019/2020
Simon is a keen advocate of working closely with
our community and for making the most of the
important historical heritage of the borough, hence
our association with him supporting the Halmer End
Community Interest Company.
This is his second term of office, his first being in
2017/18 and he is doing his utmost during this year in
office to bring Newcastle back to the forefront,
ensuring our heritage and our facilities are well known
about.
The Visit and Dedication
On the 23rd of October The Mayor’s Visit was to
dedicate our newly created WW1-WW2 memorial
area which has been completed by our talented
volunteers.
The dedication of the memorial was by the Reverend
John Taylor, Halmer End Parish Councillor.
This dedication and the Role of Honour for both
World Wars is under development by Duncan
Richardson of Shraley Brook, and will be added to the
Memorial very soon. Once this is completed and
installed then the British Legion will acknowledge the
site as a War Memorial and will support and maintain
it.
Today was an emotional day for our village and
many people came to give their support and also to
have lunch with the Mayor, acknowledging this
wonderful event which was supported by our local

Borough Councillor Bert Proctor, County Councillor
Ann Beech, the Secretary for the CIC, Michael Lucas
and Jim Worgan, Mace Bearer to the Mayor.
Our thanks also go to the Standard Bearers at the
event Andrew Elson, Branch Chair of the British
Legion and Stewart Whalley, Veteran, Signal Corps.
Pictured above left to right, Stewart Whalley, Mayor
Simon White and Mike Joynson.
Duncan Richardson is always a supporter for our
technical issues and publicity events, we are always
grateful for his continued help and assistance.
Halmer End Continued Success
Our continued objective at Halmer End Miners
Welfare Institute is to put our proud village back onto
the map, too many years have passed by and the village
has been neglected. We’ve had the road renewed,
(after years of wrangling), and the footpaths
resurfaced.
We now have a successful Halmer End FC after
many years, topping its division the first year. Our
Halmer End CIC Bowls “A” team topped its division
too.
The “Stute” is a thriving hub once more after years of
dereliction .
Mike Joynson.
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TIS GRAND

It’s good at times to switch off in ways that we may find
Release from daily pressures to ease a troubled mind
Forgetting for a moment that which is not great
Thinking good about ourselves or on what to contemplate.
Tis grand.
To be sat down at the lakeside and watch the world go by
In the warmth of summer sunshine underneath a clear blue sky
Surrounded by high mountains. A truly awesome sight.
A glistening on the water, ferries moving left and right.
Tis grand.
Or be sitting in a woodland leaves rustling in the breeze.
Woodpeckers now are busy drilling somewhere in the trees.
Eyes closed it’s fun to listen to each familiar sound
Whilst song birds sing their hearts out different calls from all around.
Tis grand.
Or in a perfumed garden, sweet aromas fill the air
Nostrils full of fragrance dulling senses everywhere
Attracting also bees and insects, butterflies a sheer delight.
Food for birds in daytime and many moths at night.
Tis grand.

audleyallotments@gmail.com

Derrick Bate

GRANDPA’S SPECIAL RING
My Grandpa’s got a Christmas job,
Working at a large local superstore.
He works every day from four till eight,
And each weekend does even more.
He gives all his wages to Grandma,
Because now that Christmas is nearly here,
She can buy everyone nice presents,
And special food to celebrate the festive cheer.
On Saturday mummy took me into town,
To view bright lights and shops and look around.
On entering into the huge department store we found,
Lifts that raise us upwards from the ground.
At the third floor we found an Aladdin’s Cave of pleasure,
With toys and games such a myriad of treasure.
And in one corner was a queue for Santa’s Grotto on display,
Where I waited by the sign to see Santa and to pay.

Forget Me Not

Forget me not blossoms and cool mountain streams,
Resounding echoes like true lovers’ dreams.
Climbing the hill path to get to the top,
Feeling quite breathless but no time to stop.
So let me be where dainty daisies grow,
So let me see where wide rivers flow.
So let me feel where strong breezes travel,
So let me hear waves on shore unravel.

Forget me not blossoms and deep mountain ravines,
Austrian sunsets with magnificent scenes.
Canadian Rockies, with forests and pines,
Eventually entering into the Grotto and sitting on Santa’s knee, Wide open spaces, deep cavernous mines.
Answering his questions about presents he should bring for me. So let me be among buttercups gold,
That was when I noticed one very strange curious thing,
So let me see where wonders unfold.
Santa on his finger was wearing Grandpa’s special ring!!!
So let me feel where sun tints the sea,
So let me hear all our nations agree.

Peter W Hodgkins.

WE WELCOME YOUR POEMS & RHYME

Audley Community News would welcome your Poems and
Rhyme, why not send them for consideration to be
published.
There must be many readers out there who have penned a
few words, why not share them with our readers.
Please send your entries to the Editor, contact details are on
page 3.

Forget me not blossoms and spring mountain air,
Spanish flamenco, with castanets clicking there.
Fountains in Rome bring romance wishes true,
Gondolas in Venice with love song revue.
So let me be where roses entwine,
So let me see where love birds do pine.
So let me feel where heart beats skip free,
And let me hear violins play endless rhapsody.

Peter W Hodgkins
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If You enjoy good company ..................
....... a pleasant lunch, as well as
listening to interesting and informative
talks, then this is the place for You!!
Audley and District PROBUS CLUB meet at
lunchtime on the third Friday of each month.
Membership is limited to men and women aged
55plus.
Current members are from varied backgrounds:
amongst them we have former local government
officers, a retired bank manager, an accountant, an
engineer, a member of the clergy, a farmer and a
director of an advertising agency.
Members have a variety of interests and love of various
sports - golf - cricket - football - crown green bowling
- fishing - snooker - reading - bridge and many others.
We have some fantastic speakers to look forward to
meeting over the next twelve months.
These include charities from the DOGS TRUST to
MERCY SHIPS as well as much travelled people,
businessmen who manufacture mouth watering
chocolates to authors on the fascinating subject of the
Middle East (in particular Iraq) and a top
horticulturist from Transylvania with an indepth
knowledge on a host of plants as well as creative
garden design.
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Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

Audley and District Probus Club
Meet at Alsager Golf and Country Club
Audley Road, Alsager ST7 2UR

Our speaker programme for 2020 is now complete and
we would love you to come and share the experience
with us.
We only have a limited number of membership
vacancies so don’t delay - contact us today about
becoming a member or give it a trial by arranging to
come to one of our meetings.
On 17th January we have Aimee Beth and Freda
coming from the DOGS TRUST.
On 21st February an illustrated talk on the Salt
industry in Cheshire, and in particular at LION SALT
WORKS, Middlewich.
On 20th March Mary Fearson will tell of the good
work by MERCY SHIPS.

£8.00
£7.50
£6.00
£5.00
£5.00
£10.00
£2.50

It’s all
happening
at Audley
& District
PROBUS
and You
can be a
part of it.
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Polly z
Imagination, Education & Creation
The Butchers Arms
7.00 to 9.00 pm
Includes a glass of
Prosecco and a mince
pie.
Only £30 (£10
deposit secures your
place)
All materials
included
Weds, 20th Nov
Christmas Rag
Wreath Making.
Weds, 18th Dec
Make your own

PollyARTz Tots Club
Audley Library
Every Thurs, from 16th
Jan ‘20
9.30 – 10.00 ages 2-4
£3.75 per session
Imagination, Education
& Creation through
Story, Drama, Art &
Song
To book for all
call Janet on 07747
685791,
Jacquie on 07703
068899
Or email
info@pollyartz.co.uk

Christmas Table

Social media

Decoration.

Facebook; PollyARTz
Instagram; pollyartz

FRONT COVER IMAGE.
We are once again most grateful to our local
photographer Tom Dunn for producing the image we
have used on our front cover of all local images.
Thank you Tom we appreciate your help.
We would welcome any images taken locally which we
may chose to use in future issues.
Editor.

Jean Rewarded For
Church Bank Gardens

Our village has many unsung heroes, people who are
happy to give their spare time up to make our village a
nicer place to live.
One such person is the lovely Jean Stevenson who
works tirelessly in all kinds of weather to tend the
garden next to St. James Church in Audley.
All her efforts brought praise when Church Bank
gardens won a Silver Gilt award in The Newcastle
Borough Community Gardens competition for 2019.
Jean wishes to take this opportunity to thank the
people who made this possible. Firstly Harp of Gold
for a donation towards buying plants and Russel, Mark
and David who all live next to the garden and have
helped.
It’s always nice to hear comments from people
showing their appreciation of the work done.
Congratulations and thank you Jean for what you do.

Fire and Rescue Service
Voluntary Clean Up.
Our local community must say a big thank you to the
Fire Safety Team from Hanley Fire Station, for another
kind gesture to our community. The group consisted
of Neil Cheshire, Mark Hammersley, Katrina May,
Mark Wetherill and Kelvin Chell. They recently took
on the task of cleaning and removing the debris from
around the war graves within the grounds of St. James
Church Audley graveyard.
St. James Church graveyard has ten such graves,
people from our community who lost their lives when
fighting for their country. Kelvin contacted me to ask
the locations of the graves and I wish to thank Clive
Millington from the Audley History Society for
providing me with the appropriate website with all the
information they needed.
What a wonderful gesture by the Fire Safety Team
and I wish to thank them on behalf of the parish.
Editor.
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Sir Thomas Boughey Academy
As ever, the first half term in school has been a busy
and productive one with the new Year 7 pupils
settling in well.
Already planning ahead, the New Intake Evening, as
held on 12th September, was a huge success with
many students from all years keen and eager to offer
their services to present their school to prospective
parents and pupils alike.
Additionally, our ‘open morning’ at the beginning
of October also proved to be successful with parents
embracing the opportunity to come and see the
school during a typical working day.
Congratulations to almost 40 of our Year 11 students
who worked incredibly hard for a week at the
beginning of October with Pet-Xi to complete an
additional IT qualification. The feedback from staff
and pupils was been incredibly positive and has laid
down firm foundations for the rest of the year.
The Autumn term also sees our annual Harvest
Festival assembly which this year was held on 21st
October. As ever, the assembly gave a timely reminder
of how fortunate we are and how important it is to
think of those members of our community who would
benefit from a little extra consideration as the nights
draw in.
Thank you to everyone who was kind enough to
offer a donation to school and we sincerely hope that
anyone who received a harvest box enjoyed its
contents.
The Charity Fundraising/volunteering group have got
off to a flying start organising two events so far this
year with huge success.
Miss Tunstall’s GCSE Year 9 Food group supported
the Douglas Macmillan coffee morning by running a
cafe at lunchtime. The homemade cakes and hot
chocolate with cream and marshmallows were a huge
success. Over £130 was raised overall. Thank you to
everybody who supported this worthwhile charity.
The following Friday saw the team in action again.
The group organised the ‘Bring a Pound’ day
fundraising for the Douglas Macmillan Hospice and
over £330 was raised!

APPEAL FOR INFORMATION
ALF WILLIAMS (Kent Hills Garage)

We are appealing for any information as to where Mr
Alf Williams retired to. Alf was the former owner of
Kent Hills Garage in Nantwich Road Audley.
Mr Williams owned the garage throughout the
1950s and on his retirement sold out to Mr William
Rigby.
Any details of where he retired to or any news about
him would be very much appreciated by a member of
his family.
Please contact the Editor (details on page 3) with any
information you may have.

The group would like to thank the whole school, and
their families and friends, for supporting us with both
of these fundraising activities.
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to our
annual Awards Evening on Thursday 21st November.
The guest speaker, Neil Danns, worked closely with the
school last year as part of the successful Unlocking
Potential programme in conjunction with the Dame
Kelly Holmes Trust. A former British and European
skateboard champion, he is sure to have provided the
pupils with some fantastic advice for their futures.
We are also keenly anticipating one of the most
enjoyable events of the school year – the LAP
Christmas party.
We look forward to sharing some photos with you in
the New Year.
Please keep up to date with all the latest news and
activities on the school’s Facebook site.
Have a very merry Christmas.

Book
early for
Christmas.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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running and is proving to be a great success.

1.
Update on the new Parish Play Equipment
– Albert Street
Consultation has been held with pupils of Sir Thomas
Boughey Academy, Richard Heathcote Primary and
Ravensmead Primary to identify what they would like
to see on the site. As soon as we have collected the
results, we will share this with the wider community
and residents immediately surrounding the site. It is
hoped that following the tendering process, work will
start in the Spring of 2020.

Capewell Naylor Trophy

2.
Budget 2019/20
Over the next few months, the draft budget for next
year will be discussed at the Parish Council meetings.
The budget will be set at the January 2020 meeting.
New projects will be discussed at the Parish Council
meetings, and the final budget will set the precept collected through Council Tax. You can have your say
on the draft budget by attending the parish council
meetings or contacting the Parish Council. The Parish
Council meets on the 3rd Thursday of each month,
alternating between Wood Lane Community Centre
and Audley Pensioners Hall. Future meeting dates are
available on the website https://audleyparishcouncil.
org/ or the 8 noticeboards.
3.
Village Car Parks - Update
The lease for the Parish Council to take on the car
park by the Butcher’s Arms has been delayed because
of protracted negotiations by the Borough Council.
However we have been told it is now imminent (at the
time of writing). Unfortunately, it has not been
possible to obtain a lease to take on the car park owned
by the Audley Methodist Church (by Tesco), due to
charity law implications. The Parish Council has
sought to register it as an Asset of Community Value
with the Borough Council, to work towards securing
its future as a village carpark, and will continue to
work with the Church.
4.
The Annual Parish Awards
This year saw the Annual Parish Awards awarded to
the following people:
R.W Edwards Community Award - Open to
individuals or
groups that
have made an
important
contribution to
theParish.
This year it was
awarded to the
Audley Striders
Running Club
in recognition
of their
fantastic
achievement to
create a new running club in the Parish. The new club
offers advice and guidance to people looking to take up

For Services to the
Environment - Open to
individuals or groups that
have made an important
contribution
environmentally to the
Parish. This year it was
presented to Cllr Bert
Proctor for his tireless
efforts to help keep our
Parish clean and tidy, both
as a Borough Councillor
and personally.

Elsie Kelsall Young Persons Award - Open to
individuals or groups that have
made an important
contribution to the Parish.
There is an upper age limit of
18.
The Parish Council were
delighted to award this to Miss
Ella Rae Baddeley, for her
fantastic contribution made to
the Parish Council while
representing High School
students.

5.
CCTV Halmer End Play Area and Village
CCTV is due to be installed shortly at Halmer End
play area (Harrison Close), which will provide the
Police with evidence they need to follow up on the
graffiti that has occurred on site over recent weeks.
Sadly, the Parish Council was not successful for
funding from the Police and Crime Commissioner for
Village CCTV.
6.
Bus Service – Christmas/New Year Period
Over Christmas bus services 1 and 1A will run as
follows:
•
Tues 24th December – normal service will
operate
•
Weds 25th and Thurs 26th December – No
buses will operate
•
Fri 27th, Sat 28th December – Saturday
service will operate
•
Sun 29th December – Sunday service will
operate
•
Mon 30th and Tues 31st December 2019–
Saturday service will operate
•
Weds 1st January 2020 – No buses will
operate
Parish Council contact details are available on the
website https://audleyparishcouncil.org/ or the 8
noticeboards.
Awards were presented by Nick Hayes Chair ARPC.
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Audley Male Voice Choir
The Choir’s Gala Concert at Victoria Hall on Sunday
the 20th of October was a resounding success.
We like to think that this was, in large part, due to
the excellent singing of our choir, but it cannot be
denied that the Cory Band, ranked number 1 in the
world for 12 consecutive years, stole the show. They
showed us why they are currently the cream of the
crop. The array of Trophies they put on stage was
impressive. Their charismatic Musical Director, Philip
Harper gave another dynamic performance in the
precise control of the band, but also had the ladies in
the audience swooning with his physical power and
charm. If you were there you will understand, but if
you were not among that 800 lucky people, ask anyone
who was there.
Our Musical Director Sue Hallam conducted both
the band and the choir at the end of the concert when
we performed “The March of the Peers” from Iolanthe
while at the end of the first half our Assistant
Conductor Samuel Winter conducted both the band
and Choir for “Morte Christe” both to a standing
ovation.
To see the impressive list of Audley Male Voice Choir
concerts, for 2019, past and future, have a look at our
website which can be found at https://www.admvc.
co.uk/ or just Google Audley Male Voice Choir and
you will find us there.
Two upcoming Audley events are worth a special
mention, they are the annual concert in support of
Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY) at Audley Methodist
Church on the 16th of November and a Carol Service
in St James Audley on the 14th of December.
You may already be aware that we are running a
recruitment campaign for new members of our choir
and are actively promoting the health and social
benefits of participating in a choir.
You don’t have to have a voice like Pavarotti or read
music to join us, you just have to enjoy a good sing
with a friendly group of men. Just come in to Audley
Central Methodist Church on a Thursday night at
7.30pm and you will be made welcome, or ask any
choir member to help you attend.
I mentioned in the last
Audley Community
News Issue that our
annual Bowling
Competition was coming
up and this year’s
bowling champions are
Brian Johnson and
Graham Tagg. They won
fair and square, and
everyone who took part
had a good day out. Yes,
singing is the main thing we do, but there is so much
more to being a member of our choir and this event

illustrates that point well.
A “Delightful Wedding” service is the best way to
describe the wedding event on Saturday the 19th
October at St James Church Audley. The groom was
Ryan Wilshaw and the lovely bride was Caroline
Johnson, the granddaughter of Brian Johnson, a long
standing stalwart of Audley Male Voice Choir.
Because of this choir connection we were privileged to
be invited to sing in the service. Our choice of music
“Let it Be Me” and “When I Fall in Love” fitted this
occasion perfectly.

The bride was radiant in a stunning wedding dress, the
groom looked happy and confident. Ryan showed that
he was eager when he replied to the Reverend Simon
Tompkins question “Do you take this woman” with a
firm “I will” before the minister had even finished his
questions and had to say “I will” again later.
Members of the congregation later told us that they
enjoyed our singing, which was good news as we were
very happy to take part in this joyous occasion.
Picture from, and with the permission of, the official
photographer Keith Grey. Many thanks to him.
As we always tell you, choristers do much more than
just sing.
For example second tenor Graham Tagg and his wife
Vera have won the Gold prize for the Hanging Baskets
Category in the Newcastle In Bloom competition for
the second year in a row. Congratulations to Graham
and Vera..
Davie
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times - or earlier!
These paths link villages, hamlets, roads and
towns, they describe how generations before us
travelled to the pub, field or shops and reflect
the changing patterns of human interaction with
the landscape.
To this day, millions of people across our towns,
cities and countryside, use this fantastic
network.
However, miles and miles of our public paths
are unrecorded and if they are not put on the
map by 1 January 2026, they will be lost for ever.
We have until January 2026 to save our historic rights
of way.
Well over 140,000 miles of public paths criss-cross
England and Wales. This network has evolved over
centuries with many paths dating back to medieval

A Message From Simon

Download our guide below and get started on
the hunt for lost rights of way in your area at
https://www.ramblers.org.uk
For more information please contact
DLYW@ramblers.org.uk

Christmas at St John’s, Alsagers Bank

Dear Friends,
Perhaps 2019 will be remembered as the year
1st December:
that people really got serious about the
Christingle Service, 9.15am
environment. Extinction Rebellion protests
haven’t happened in Audley yet, but we’ve all
24th December:
heard the message that there are just a few
Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight, 7.00pm
years to stop climate-change before the point
of no return. I want to honour the
passionate concern and courage of the
25th December:
protestors, but I wonder if the first Christmas
Christmas Day Service at St James, Audley, 10.00am
challenges their message in some surprising
ways…
A�er Christmas:
1.
The first Christmas says climate
Regular Sunday Services at 9.15am - all welcome!
protestors are not scared enough for our
planet.
www.jmj.org.uk
The slogans are eye-catching: ‘There is no
Planet B’ or ‘Our world is on fire.’
environment around Audley carefully without feeling
My problem with them is they don’t go far enough.
it’s up to us to save the planet, because Jesus is already
Campaigners seem to suggest that if only we can
doing that job…
somehow reverse the effects of the industrial
Nikki and the boys join me in sending our love and
revolution, all will be well. But the Bible shows us the
best wishes for a very happy Christmas, and every
world has been in meltdown since the first humans
Simon Tomkins
turned their backs against God. Every aspect of life on blessing for 2020.
our planet has been touched in some way by the
disconnect between us and our Creator – from the
deepest oceans to our closest relationships. Long
before anyone was concerned about carbon emissions,
the Lord Jesus was born into a world that was already
full of darkness and past the point of no return.
2.
The first Christmas says we don’t need to panic
I respect people who are trying desperately to do
something before it’s too late, but they can’t offer much
optimism about the world’s future. I’m so glad the
angels said that first Christmas ‘Today in the town of
David a Saviour has been born to you.’ They claimed
Jesus had come to live and die to fix the relationship
between us and God; to fix our relationships with one
another; and ultimately, even to fix our relationship
with the world around us.
If that’s true, we’re freed to look after the beautiful
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Well! What a year it’s been for Audley Theatre.
Our 50th anniversary has been well and truly
celebrated. From the specially written pantomime in
January and the bespoke celebratory programme
created for the occasion, the Open Day in April and
the evening nostalgia show, the local schools dance
show in June and finally the specially written show in
October.
In that production we had a family of theatre
members that had 3 generations either performing on
stage or involved back stage. I hope you enjoyed our
look back through the last 50 years and that we helped
you to kindle fond memories of people, events, music
and happy times from the past.
We have a lot of very dedicated, talented and hard
working members at our theatre. I’m very proud to
be a member and very proud of the way we’ve
celebrated such a milestone. I’m sure the founder
members are very pleased that the theatre is still going
strong. It takes a great deal of organisation, attention
to detail and many hours of free time to keep the
theatre safe, legal, functional and entertaining. People
are needed not just on stage, but behind the scenes,
technical staff, cleaning and maintenance and Front of
House. I offer my official thanks to everyone over the
years that have played their part in doing their bit.

Our thanks, once again, to our audiences and everyone
who supports the theatre.
So now, onwards and upwards.
Our next production will be the annual pantomime in
January 2020. This too will be written by one of our
members, who himself started his amateur thespian
life as a member of the youth section at Audley
Theatre, a number of years ago, (I’m not at liberty to
say how many. Oh no I’m not).

Martin Kerr is currently working on the script of Peter
Pan.
Please check in to Audley Theatre facebook page to see
updates and the date that the box office opens.
So as we straighten up the theatre, tidy and prepare it,
ready for panto rehearsals we look forward to seeing
you all in January for Peter Pan.
Thank you, Melanie Madew

A Place to Rest and recall a Friend
When Kevin Duffy passed away just a few months
ago, his loss was sadly felt by a number of
customers at his local watering hole the Swan Inn,
Bignall End.
After a conversation with Landlady Linda Shaw
and a couple of her customers they decided to erect
some kind of memorial in Kevin’s memory.
Linda had already received permission from
Aspire Housing to convert the derelict corner of
land opposite the pub, which stands on the corner
of Chapel Street and Wood Street, into a small
garden, to which they now proposed to place a
seating area.
Kevin’s best friends, Trevor Tittley and Duncan
Smith, offered to pay for the wooden garden bench
and Sheila Shaw provided the plants for the floral
decoration.
The task of clearing the small portion of land was
undertaken by Linda herself, between shifts behind the
bar, with help from customers Mark Blackshaw, his

mate Rob, Paul Smith and Elliot Higginson. A plaque
in Kevin’s memory was provided by Simon Fellows.
Linda asked the magazine to give special thanks to
Malcolm Sturge for providing much of the material
required to complete the memorial garden, without his
help it would never have happened.
This was just a fantastic tribute from a loving group of
friends.
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Audley Community Library
And Information Centre
The library
volunteers are still
busy with various
projects and
different queries
that crop up every
week. We are still
exceeding the
County trend for
book issues, footfall
through the library
doors and
enrolment of new
members.
The Summer
Reading Challenge
for children started
on 13th July and
ran until the first
week in September. We enrolled many new young
readers and introduced them to the wonderful world
of books and reading. A large percentage of children
completed the Summer Reading Challenge!
Joseph Coelho is an award winning Children’s
Author, Poet and Playwright, and on Tuesday August
27th he paid a visit to Audley Library. He was touring
several libraries in the County, travelling to each one
in his camper van, and spreading the enjoyment of
books to a younger audience. He spent an hour or so
reading short poems, alternately making noises like a
bear, pretending to be a crocodile, or telling cheeky
rhymes to bring a smile to each young face.
All the while, the children’s faces were a joy to
behold, completely focused and lost in rapt attention
on the words being spoken, joining in with animal
noises, coming up with different suggestions as only
young children can, and laughing loudly when Joseph
told a naughty story!
The time passed very quickly, and resulted in a huge
choice of library books, including poetry, to be taken
home that day. Such a treat to see so many children
enjoy the spoken and written word in this increasingly
digitally overpowering world of ours. Joseph very
kindly signed a couple of his books, and thanked
everyone at the library for making him welcome.
The Information Centre/Meeting Room : We
continue to host a number of outside agencies who use
the library in order to provide the community with a
range of services as follows:
The Citizen’s Advice Bureau are present in the
library on the third Monday in the month 2pm to 5pm
to help with digital on-line form filling.
Dementia Friendly Sessions are held once a month
on a Tuesday evening 6pm-7pm. For enquiries and
information please contact Paul Barrow on 0741 5821
966 or e mail paul.audleyrotary@gmail.com. Please
look out for posters and banners around the village for
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the date of the session on a particular month.
Contact Paul to book a session.
The Scrabble Club meets in the library on Tuesday
mornings 10am to 12noon.
The Book Club meets on the first Thursday in every
month at 2pm.
A Community jigsaw is situated in the library where
anyone can drop in and place a few pieces in the
puzzle.
The Honeysuckle Art Club continues on a Monday
afternoon 1.00pm to 3.30pm and, once again, is
proving to be very popular as newcomers discover that
they have hidden talents! Please ring Pat Darlington
on 01782 720539.
The Rotary Club Tree of Light will this year take
place on Friday 29th November on the library car
park. Refreshments will be available after the service
in the library. If you wish to dedicate a light to a loved
one, forms can be obtained from the library.
Donations received for this will go to the Donna
Louise Trust.
The library offers loans of books for 3 weeks (or longer
if you ask). We are able to obtain books from any
Staffordshire Library or, indeed, the country (there is a
charge for this service). Books can be renewed over
the phone and staff are happy to recommend books or
suggest new authors.
We also offer a photocopying and laminating service
at a nominal charge and we also have envelopes and
stamps if required.
There is also a suite of three public access computers
which are free to use.
Printouts and scanning can be done for a small
charge.
Books can be returned to Audley library from any
other Staffordshire library (excluding Stoke-on-Trent).
Please call in and ask to become a member (it’s free to
do this) so that we can keep this facility going for the
people of Audley Parish.
The library is now being used as a centre for Audley
Parish fights cancer 2019/20.
We facilitate organisational meetings and it is also a
place where people can bring in the proceeds of any
events that have been held for this cause for passing on
to Cancer research UK .
The library volunteers would like to thank everyone
for their continued support, and wish everyone a

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Contact us on : 01782 720527
E mail : audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk

Library opening times
Mon 2pm to 5pm, Tues 9am to 5pm,
Wed closed, Thurs 9am to 5pm,
Fri 9am to 5pm, Sat 9.30am to 1pm.
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Audley Parish Fights Cancer 2019/20
Since our last report in
the Audley
Community News,
fundraising events have
continued throughout
the community, both
large and small.
Quarry Service Station have a continuing bric-a-brac
sale and are selling Cancer Research UK flowers on the
forecourt. These, together with donations and money
for tyre inflation, have so far raised a total of £252.72.
We would like to thank Val and Paul Barrow for their
enthusiasm in supporting Cancer Research UK.
St. James’ Mothers’ Union held a sale of food and a
raffle and raised £200.40.
Audley Community Library held a Fun Day, where a
total of £394.05 was raised, including £78 by Audley
craft club. The W.I. stall raised £132.45 from the sale
of cakes.
A donation has been given by Halmer End Institute of
£50.00.
The Boughey Arms raised £23 from the sale of Cancer
Research UK goods.
Audley Community Library raised a total of £30.50
from the Naming the Doll competition.
Audley Community Centre raised £120.45 from the
sale of goods and tea and coffee.
The charity meal held at Alessi on 16th September
raised a total of £647.00, with a donation from the sale
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of tickets and a raffle. Thanks again to the Alessi
Restaurant for hosting this event.
Ravensmead School held a “dress in purple day” and a
total of £229.26 was raised from donations from
children and parents. Thank you very much again.
A total of £4,532.59 has now been raised as of October
14th 2019, since April 1st 2019.
A very big “Thank You” to people organising events
and people individually donating and continuing to
raise money via collection boxes. We thank them all
for their hard work and dedication.
Events are still being arranged by various organisations
around the village.
At the time of going to press, Audley Patients’ Panel
will be raising money during the flu vaccination
programme at the clinic. We thank Audley Health
centre for allowing them to continue to do this.
Audley Community Library is being used as a centre
for communication and details of events etc. It is also
a centre for the collection of monies raised and passed
on to Cancer Research UK. Once again, thank you for
your support over the years.
If anyone has ideas of events they would like to hold,
large or small, please make contact on the Audley
Purple facebook page or contact the library on 01782
720527. We hope that we will be able to make this a
continuing success and the ongoing fundraising for
Cancer Research UK, of which we can be justly proud
as a community.
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WHATS ON IN THE PARISH

ST JAMES CHURCH AUDLEY

Audley Methodist Church

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SATURDAY 14TH DECEMBER 2019
AT 7-00PM
FEATURING

AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR
AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR
PHILIP CARWRIGHT
DENISE LEIGH AND STEFAN

SATURDAY 7TH
DECEMBER 2019,
10:30AM TO 1PM

ADMISSION £7 BY TICKET ONLY
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM CHOIR MEMBERS
AND ST JAMES CHURCH OFFICE

COFFEE/TEA AND MINCE PIES IN THE
PENSIONERS HALL AFTERWARDS
PROCEEDS TO CHARITY

Hot Food

Stalls

Raffle

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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ADVERTS

GK MOTORSPORT

H O RT I C U LT U R A L & D O M E S T I C H A R D W A R E

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

MERRY�
CHRISTMAS

• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED ALL
UNDER ONE ROOF

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

INCLUDING A WHOLE
RANGE OF GIFT IDEAS

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Wasps
LOGS, COAL &
STICKS FOR SALE

Rats
Mice

All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY. TEL: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk
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07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service
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We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS
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From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

Potteries Building
Supplies

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS BETTER
SCREENED TOPSOIL CHEAPER
BARK CHIPPINGS
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk

Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Have You
Made YOUR
Will Yet?

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

Your Will in the privacy and comfort
of your own home.
Our professional friendly consultant
will visit you at your convenience.
Please Contact

Sue Osborne
www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

07971 496 825
sosborne@jwals.co.uk
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Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Wills & Trusts
Probate Services
Executor Services
Trustee Services
Deeds of Variation
Lasting Powers of Attorney
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