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In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The lark, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago,
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
John McCrea 1915.
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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 
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Editor’s comments.

Welcome to the Christmas and
final issue of our magazine for
2018, where on earth has this year
gone?
Our front cover is a collage of
images taken by Tom Dunn at the
Audley Cenotaph on the 11th
November 2018 at 11.00am in
recognition of the lives lost in both
the first and second World Wars.
We shall always remember them.
Our village is often quoted as
being the village where activities
and events continue to grow, always
something happening and its more
likely to be events to help raise
money for those in need and our
voluntary groups.
Despite all of this there is still a
need for more volunteers to help
out and maybe take the reins from
organisers who have done their bit
and need to step down.
One such group is the
Millennium Green Trust and help
is also needed at LAP or Localities
Action Partnership, both such
worthy groups of volunteers.
The Millennium Green Trust
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have done a stirling job in
preserving the area of land next to
the Audley Community Centre,
which is a very important part of
our village’s history, please help if
you can.
If anyone out there wishes to
help please contact me and I will
pass your details over to the
organisers.
I have to give a special mention
to Peter Shore who has worked
tirelessly over the years, first for
Audley in Pink and more recently
Audley in Purple, who has sadly
decided to retire from his post as
the organiser. Peter has been
responsible for helping to raise
thousands of pounds all in aid of
cancer. Thank you Peter from the
whole of the parish and good luck
in whatever you do in the future.
Finally I wish to thank Sue my
assistant editor and all who help to
make our magazine a success,
either when delivering magazines,
compiling articles or proof reading.
You are all stars.
A Very Merry Christmas and A
Happy New Year.
E. Moulton Editor
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THE HATTERS CHARITY AFTERNOON TEA
We once again have the pleasure of reporting on a
local fundraising event, The Hatters Charity
Afternoon Tea which was organised by Marion Lello
to mark the first memorial of her dear sister-in-law
Shirley Hattersley from Halmer End who lost her
brave battle against cancer on 6th September 2017.
It was their way as a family of thanking Dougie
Mac for all the wonderful care and support that they
gave to both Shirley and her loving family throughout
her illness.
The Afternoon tea was held on the 4th Sept 2018 at
Bignall End cricket club and it was supported on the
day by over 70 people.
ALL monies raised through ticket sales, raffle and
very generous donations went to the Dougie Mac.
They as a family funded the event with some very
kind and much appreciated cake donations and raffle
prizes.
Marion reported that the hostesses on the day were
her sister Irene Jackson and her daughter Andrea,
sister Shirley Dooley, herself Marion Lello and her
daughter Nicola, sister in law Julie Hattersley, niece
Lynne Hattersley-Lovat and her very special friend
Diane Horne, not forgetting her brother Raymond
who was the dishwasher on the day
We are proud to say that we raised the amazing
amount of £2,020. The photo attached shows the
cheque presentation with brother Selwyn, husband of
the late Shirley, Viki Fenton representing Dougi Mac

and Selwyn’s daughter Lynne.
We wish to take this opportunity to thank Bignall End
Cricket club for allowing us the use of the Club during
our event and everyone who gave us their support on the
day.
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“Goodbye & Thank you Mr Bell”
After 14 years at
Ravensmead
Primary School
Mr David Bell
has decided that
it is time for him
to retire.
Mr Bell joined
Ravensmead in
April 2004 as the
permanent
Headteacher and
has over the years
led the school to
become an
inclusive school
in the local
community, a
school that will
try their “best” to
support all
children.
Mr Bell, himself, states that;
“Crucially for me was the fact that Governors appear
to share a vision, a fully inclusive school for local
families, where academic achievement was valued
equally alongside musical, physical, spiritual and
emotional intelligence.
A place where parents would have no doubt that our
first priority would always be to care for their child,
keep them safe and to teach them a broad curriculum
in the best possible environment with the most

talented and caring staff ”.
Through his leadership at Ravensmead, with the
support of the Governing Body, working closely with
all members of staff and families, he has developed an
ethos where children are nurtured, giving them first
hand experiences to inspire their learning,
encouraging children to engage.
In Ravensmead’s recent OFSTED report (March 2017)
it was recognised that “The leadership team has
maintained the good quality of education in the school
since the last inspection.
The school has continued to improve because of your
strong leadership and determination for the whole
school community to ‘be the best that we can be”.
Mr Bell is extremely popular and staff, not only here at
Ravensmead but countywide, have the utmost respect
for him.
He has led the school in an exemplary manner and
thousands of children have benefited from his
wonderful and unique teaching and leadership. He
has an enormous love of children and will be greatly
missed by us all.
Thank you Mr Bell, for all of your guidance, support
and care that you have given to all of the children you
have ever taught and the staff that you have helped to
nurture into teachers who love the profession.
We would like to wish Mr Bell all the best for his
retirement.

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2018
With the season now several weeks old all 10 teams
that the club run have started their season and all
connected with the club wish all our teams well this
season.
There has been a noted increase in attendance at first
team games on Saturday afternoons which is possibly
down to Stoke City now being in the Championship,
but also due to the good start made at this level, with
the first team in top spot in Division One of the
Staffordshire County Senior League.
However, as always more supporters are welcome at
all our matches, which we host over each weekend of
the season.
The Saturday Morning Soccer School that the club
runs is also gaining in popularity. Specifically aimed at
5 to 10 year olds, it is a great opportunity to socialise
and keep fit, so if you would like your son or daughter
to join please feel free to come down to the club on a
Saturday morning and meet the coaching team and get
involved.
Over the Summer the club committee was busy
trying to obtain funding via grants and we are pleased

to announce that we were successful.
The club are therefore grateful for this financial
support from the Police Crime Commissioners fund
that will assist with funding winter training for all
teams, the Co-op and its members who have raised
funds for a Defibrillator Cabinet to be fitted at the club
and the Football Foundation who have provided a
grant to support the club’s Senior Section and also the
purchase of goals for the U11s and U12s.
As always grants in today’s climate and our location
are hard to come by so thanks to the above mentioned
associations for their support.
Finally on behalf of the club I would like to wish Mr
Bell from Ravensmead School all the best for his
retirement and the future and to thank him for the
contribution he has made to the Community during
his tenure as Head Teacher at Ravensmead.
I will miss our chats about the beautiful game and
life in general over a cuppa in his office.
A Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year to everyone.
Regards
Richard Platt Chairman

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Rotary Club of Audley
Well, Christmas will be on us before we know it and that means for us here at Rotary, the annual Santa Run to
raise money for local and international charities.
The two weeks of visits is accompanied by our Tree of Light dedication held on the library car park, with Audley
Brass, on Friday 30th November at 7pm, raising money for the Donna Louise Hospice. Forms for sponsoring
the lights in remembrance of deceased relatives and friends are available from where you got this magazine and
at many shops throughout the village, including the library. If you prefer, they are available to download from
the website www.audleyrotary.co.uk and click on downloads.
The dates for this year’s SANTA RUN are as follows:

WEEK 1
Mon. 3rd December Waterhayes village
(majority)
Tue. 4th December Waterhayes village
(continued) and Red Street.
Thu. 6th December Wood Lane and
Boon Hill
Fri. 7th December Madeley Heath and
Betley

WEEK 2
Mon. 10th December Madeley
Tues. 11th December Scot Hay, Alsagers
Bank. Halmer End and Miles Green
Thu. 13th December Bignall End
Fri. 14th December Audley
Sat. 15th December Audley village in the
morning.

The run normally starts at 5pm. We would hope to visit all the streets in these areas, but this is not always
possible. This will depend on a number of things, including weather, numbers of volunteers and access. If we
are unable to get to you on a particular night we do apologise, but you can always visit Santa in Audley Village
on Saturday 15th.
These dates may be subject to change after publication due to operational requirements. Please join the
Facebook page ‘AudleyRotarySantaRun’ for up to date details closer to the time.

Rotary Youth Exchange

Are you interested in learning a new language or meeting new people? Rotary Youth Exchange is the
opportunity of a lifetime for the more than 8,000 students who participate each year. By sharing your own
culture and embracing a new one, you help foster global understanding - and learn a great deal about yourself
and your home country in the process.
Youth Exchange is a study-abroad opportunity for young people who spend anywhere from a few weeks to a full
year as an international student hosted by local Rotary clubs.
Exchanges are for people ages 15–19 who:
• Have demonstrated leadership in their school and community
• Are flexible and willing to try new things
• Are open to cultural differences
• Can serve as an ambassador for their own country
Costs vary from country to country. Local Rotary clubs generously host students
and provide room and board with a host family and a small monthly stipend.
Participants are generally responsible for:
• Round-trip airfare
• Insurance
• Travel documents (such as passports and visas)
• Spending money, additional travel, and tour fees
Contact us, your local Rotary club and to learn more about the types of programmes offered, and specific
application process required.
Because the selection and orientation process can be lengthy, we suggest you apply 6 to12 months before you
plan to leave.
If you would like to learn more about Rotary, please visit audleyrotary.co.uk and follow the links if you wish to
get in touch, or join our Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/346702352517182/

Ian Knight
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The Richard Heathcote
Community Primary School

An ex pupil visits the school after 82 years!
Staff and pupils at the Richard Heathcote CP School
in Alsagers Bank were delighted to welcome an ex
pupil to look around the school recently.
Brenda Baddley, 93 years young, has many fond
memories of her time as a pupil at the school in the
1930s.
For many years Brenda, who now lives in Trentham,
but still has family in the Audley area, would drive past
the school and wish that she could have a look around
and on Friday 12th October 2018, 82 years since she
had left, Brenda’s dream came true.
The newly appointed Headteacher, Mrs Lisa Chell,
who has taught at the school for 10 years said, “It was
an absolute pleasure to meet Brenda, share with her
our newly revamped learning environment and listen
to her stories of what is was like in the 1930s.
The school dates back to 1836 and as part of our
curriculum the children always enjoy learning about
the history of the school. We have many photographs
and memorabilia of bygone days, but listening to real
life stories and meeting Brenda really brings this
learning to life for the children.”
Brenda enjoyed a tour of the school and its wonderful
grounds and was incredibly interested in the Forest
School ethos and provision. Brenda was particularly
impressed with the school corridor’s decoration,
reflecting the theme of Forest Schools and the ‘Under
the Sea’ library. She met all of the staff and the
children in their classrooms, speaking to many of them
during her visit and was overcome with emotion. She
was very complimentary on the children’s manners
and behaviour around the school and impressed with
the learning that was taking place.
Head Boy, Liam and Head Girl, Olivia enjoyed looking
at the old photographs of the school with Brenda and
listening to her reminiscing, gaining a valuable insight
on what school was like back in the day whilst giving
her an overview into what the children of today
experience in primary schools in the 21st Century.
Mrs Chell says, “We are extremely proud of the
school’s history and its progress today.

This is a wonderful school and community. The
children who attend our school are an absolute joy.
Being able to share the work of the school fills me with
pride and I am so glad that Brenda enjoyed her visit.
Hopefully, Brenda will keep in touch and we have
already invited her to our Christmas nativity play.
We look forward to welcoming her back soon and if
anyone else would like to reminisce or would like to
arrange a visit to see our fantastic school please contact
us.”
Pictured above left to right, Headteacher Lisa Chell,
Head Girl Olivia, visitor Brenda Baddley with Head
Boy Liam.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Ben’s Tough Mudder Challenge.
After the recent death of Ron Green,
son Ben with a group of his friends
decided to participate in a Tough
Mudder Challenge in memory of his
late father.
Tough Mudder was co-founded by
Will Dean a former British counter
terrorism officer and Guy Livingstone
a former corporate lawyer.
A Tough Mudder Challenge is an
endurance event consisting of a series
of challenges where participants
attempt a 10-12 mile long obstacle
course that tests mental as well as
physical strengths of all those who take
part.
The aims of the events are to help the
participants to raise vital funds for
charities.
On the 11th September 2018, Ben with his friends
took part in the North West Tough Mudder event held
at Cholmondeley Castle, Malpas, Cheshire, where he
completed the course in a very respectable time of 4
hours .
This also helped Ben to raise £1500 for The Brain
Tumour Charity.
I’m sure Ben’s dad, Ron, would have been very
proud to see his son participating. Ron himself was
well-known within the local area for being part of the
sporting fraternity. Ron not only played football, he

also organised local teams.
We often hear about problems within our local
community from the younger generation, so it gives us
great pleasure to be able to report on such matters,
which we hope will encourage others to take up such
challenges, which may help to benefit others.
The photograph above shows left to right, Elliot
Spooner, Mackenzie Faulkner, Thomas Barry, Ben
Green, Jack Tregonning, enjoying a muddy bath.
Congratulations to all who took part.

Paying your accountant too much?
If you’re asking yourself this question
then why are we different?

We understand that no business is the same and provide
services such as:-

Accountancy

At RBK Accountants we share your honest hard working

Bookkeeping

values, which means we have a strong belief in value for

Management Accounts

money. This ensures you are provided with a pro-active,

VAT

personable and pro-active service throughout the year
and not just at year end.

Payroll
Business & Personal Tax

Contact us today for a free, relaxed and no obligation
meeting where we can discuss our wide variety of
services to meet your requirements.
Stuck for time during your working day be sure to
take advantage of our flexible meeting times in the
evening or weekends.

T 01782 720 541
E richard@rbkca.co.uk
M 07791 998 167
Richard Kessel ACCA

Advice & Support you can count on

Inheritance & Capital Gains Tax
Company Secretarial
Financial Management
Construction Industry Scheme compliance
Research & Development enhanced tax claims

Registered with The Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants

Registered certified advisors
for Cloud based accounting
software - Xero and
training/support.
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AUDLEY IN PURPLE
2018

What a great time everyone had again.
St James’ Ladies started it all off with their coffee
morning on Friday 7th September, a massive thanks to
the Pensioners’ Hall who stepped in when part of St
James’ Church Hall was out of use.
Once again the Alessi restaurant did us proud on
Monday 10th September when 82 of us sat down for a
lovely meal which raised a huge amount for Cancer
Research UK.
On the Thursday evening Audley Ju Jitsu put on a very
skilful demonstration with proceeds from the tickets
sold and other donations going to Cancer Research
UK.
It was a privilege and great experience to work
alongside Aspire Housing on the Friday and the
Library also pulled out all the stops for us and thanks
to lots of volunteers. It was a very productive day in
many ways.
Saturday started off with our parade, “what a
parade” led by the fantastic Porthill Scouts Drumming
Corps. It was really nice to see others take part
including the Audley Parish Bowmen, Audley 77th
Scouts, the Storm Troopers, Standard Bearers, the roar
of the Star Bikers, the Town Crier and the Deputy
Mayor and her consort. It was an honour also to have
Dennis Cornes in the parade who said he wanted to
represent his late wife, our lovely and greatly missed
Dylis .
A huge thanks to Audley Community Centre for
letting us use their car park and toilets on the day.
Also thank you to our local PCSOs, Audley First
Responders and the Rotary Club of Audley for helping
with the parade and looking after us during the day.
The library and their lovely volunteers were in
action again doing tea, coffee, cakes, a book stall and
there were also other stalls inside and outside.
Peak Pursuits were pulling in the crowds on the
library car park with their climbing apparatus and that
great combination of Shaun the butcher and the
Audley WI were keeping everyone well fed with tasty
baps and delicious cakes.
What a novelty at the Cobbles with their Purple
Puddings and Purple competition. It was really nice to
see so many taking part.
Margaret and Tracy with their purple stall, Tracy
can be seen top right with Deputy Mayor Councillor
Elizabeth Shenton, Consort Michael Shenton and
Town Crier Gordon Brayford enjoying cakes on the
stall. Tesco provided refreshments outside the store
and the Co-op ran a raffle. Mary Cornes selling her
lovely glass ware and the Audley 77th Scouts Stall.
Our local Radio Station Hit Mix were broadcasting live
outside the Co-op which was a real hit with everyone.
The Star Bikers were showing us their lovely motor
bikes in Church Street and the Drumming band gave
us another show on the Library car park, thanks also
to Geoff from Horsleys for allowing the band to

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
perform outside his
shop.
Audley Parish
Bowmen were giving
lessons again in Leddys
Field, the Deputy
Mayor was very
interested in learning
about the history of
archery from them.
St James’ Tower was
open again with
breathtaking views of
our lovely Parish.
The opening of the
tower takes a lot of
organising so a big
thank you to those who were involved with this. The
Bell Ringers were telling us all about the history of the
tower and letting everyone have a go at ringing.
What a thrill it was to see Ribble 3years old and
Gunner 5years old, the two magnificent Thwaites Shire
Horses outside the Boughey Arms pictured below.
This year they were doing flu jabs in Audley Health
Centre and the Patients Panel were making everyone
so welcome and holding a raffle with proceeds going to
Cancer Research UK
The festivities carried on into the evening with
everyone having a good time, lovely entertainment on,
and everyone being so generous when we did a tour of
the pubs.
Audley Cricket
Club put the
finishing touch to
everything with
their Grand Disco
and Raffle evening
on Saturday
September 22nd.
Please accept
my apologies if I
have forgotten to
mention anyone,
if so thank you for
being part of our
event.
I would like to
offer my personal
thanks to all the
volunteers,
helpers, sponsors
and contributors
who have been kind enough to help me over the last
five wonderful years. Due to other commitments I am
unable to carry on as the main organiser and it would
be nice if someone else could take over this role. I will
of course help them in setting everything up and in as
many other ways as I can. Please contact me on
petershore1@outlook.com if you want to have a chat
about it. The total raised was a fantastic £7256.46.
Well done everyone.
Peter Shore.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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AUDLEY FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
Second Chance to See… God’s
Acre

My grandmother and some friends walked
from Audley to Mow Cop for the centenary
celebrations of the Primitive Methodist Church
in 1910.
In the early 1940s my grandfather was ‘on
trial’ in his attempt to become a local preacher
on the Audley Circuit Preaching Plan. In this
he succeeded.
I discovered this latter fact on 20th October at
the event put on by Audley Methodist Church
entitled ‘God’s Acre’.
This followed a similar occasion earlier in the
year. Those interested in their family history,
local history or just Methodist history could view
the records held by the church. Also present
were Halmerend Methodist Church, in the form
of David Rowley, and Audley Family History
Society.
Not only were baptisms, marriages and the Methodist
cemetery records available, but there was a selection of
other documents too. Two small items in particular
caught my attention. A short history of the Sunday
school was published to mark the 150th anniversary in
1962.
It tells us that in 1883 Audley Wesleyan chapel alone
had 563 scholars on the register, with an average of
362.
When the annual picnic was held 1500 buns were
required on one occasion. Were they buttered?
Imagine the numbers of helpers required if they were.
The second thing that struck me was from the book
commemorating the diamond jubilee of the Audley
circuit (1876-1936). The minutes one year note that
Rev Silas Hocking had been invited to speak in Audley.
I recognised the name, but a quick search on
Wikipedia included the following information:
It was … with his second novel that he won great fame:
“Her Benny (1879)”, a story of the street children of
Liverpool. It sold over a million copies and with it
Hocking become one of the most popular authors in
England.
The novel was adapted to a silent film in 1920 as
“Her Benny”, and Hocking came. What a coup for the
circuit to capture such a celebrity.
A profit of £10 was made on the event – the icing on
Audley’s cake.
All this was a reminder that Methodism was one of
the great social movements of the nineteenth century
and this aspect of Audley’s history deserves further
research. It touched the lives of very many Audley
people.
A successful morning for me, much interest and
thanks to Robert Alcock for chaperoning the occasion,
and to the other groups supporting it and to those who
supplied us with refreshment.

Remembrance Day, 11 November 2018.

The annual parade of remembrance took place on
Armistice Day itself this year. As with the Minnie Pit
Disaster, there was the added significance this time of
marking the centenary of the event.
Following the formal observance, a display was
mounted in the parish hall by Audley & District
Family History Society, along with an exhibition of
material from the battlefields of the Western Front.
The society had previously published three editions
of their book on the people whose names are on the
war memorials of the ancient parish of Audley.
Photographs of the Audley men who were killed
were shown, along with newspaper cuttings and other
material relating to these men.
Note: Audley & District Family History Society holds
research meetings on the first Wednesday of every
month in the St James’ parish hall, Audley.
The records are open to view and advice will be
given on researching family and/or local history if
required.
Entrance for non-members is £1.
Website: www.audleyfhs.co.uk .
Ian Bailey
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Eric’s Walks
This issue’s walk, as with the previous issue, is in our
County of Staffordshire, starting in the pretty village of
Ilam in the Staffordshire Peak District, lying on the
River Manifold. Ilam is best known as the location of
a neo-Gothic Ilam Hall, a stately home built in the
1820s, and now a Youth Hostel owned by the National
Trust. Parking in the Hall car park, (free to NT
members) then spending a little while exploring the
Hall and village. The village buildings mostly date
from the last two centuries, Ilam dates from Saxon
times or earlier.
In the centre of the village is the landmark Grade 2
listed Mary Watts-Russell Memorial Cross. The Cross
is an ornate gothic style obelisk in the style of an
Eleanor Cross. More detail can be found on Ilam’s
Wikipedia page.
Leaving the village, turn left at the Cross, take the first
path on the left and head towards Thorpe Cloud,
looking like a table top hill. Arriving at the River
Dove, head to the Stepping Stones (closed for
maintenance when we were there), cross and head up
Lin Dale, which is directly ahead. Follow the path to
Thorpe village, picking up the Limestone Way to
Coldwall Bridge. In the middle of the bridge is a
milestone “Cheadle 11 miles” dating back to 1726 on
the Coach Road between Ashbourne and Cheadle,

this fell into disuse at the start of the motoring age.
Continuing on the Limestone Way, turning off into
Blore, another Peakland village, and taking the path to
Musden Low. Finally head towards Rushley, turning
right on the path back to the Hall and Estate.
This walk is very enjoyable and full of history, views
and dramatic scenery working out at 7 miles with 1380
feet of ascent.
Our local walking group Audley Parish Walkers
(formerly Bignall End Wanderers) has a Facebook
page as does Eric’s Walks. We welcome new members
and we walk on the second and fourth Wednesday of
each month with occasional Saturday walks. Look
forward to meeting you. Eric Davies.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Audley Allotment Association

to the front line at Passchendaele, known as the third
battle of Ypres in July 1917.
Plot members, with several Audley and surrounding
community groups were in attendance for the
ceremony.
Ian Rowley the Chair of the Association addressed
the group and welcomed everyone to this poignant
occasion to celebrate the bravery of the men, women
and children who gave their lives so we can live today.

On the 4th November 2018 Audley Allotment
Association planted a fruit tree at the Alsager Road
allotments to commemorate 100 years since the end of
World War 1 and the lives lost in the Minnie Pit
disaster.
The photograph shows from L-R shows Bill Cooper,
Ken Williams, Ian Rowley and Kenny Harding who
were present at the tree planting ceremony.
Many families in the surrounding villages were
affected by the great loss of life in the war and by the
loss of 156 men and boys at the Minnie Pit in January
1918.
Today many families have relatives who were in the
war or lost their lives in the Minnie Pit. A long serving
member of the allotments is Bill Cooper, whose father
served in the first World War and was wounded in late
1916.
After recuperation in a hospital in Leeds he returned

The tree was planted by long serving members, Bill
Cooper and Kenny Harding who between them have
been on the allotment for over 50 years.
A memorial plaque, which had been donated by
Audley Parish Council was also unveiled by Bill and
Kenny.
Following the planting of the tree, a 2 minute silence
was observed as St James’ Church clock struck 11am.
To close Michelle Toft, Association Secretary read the
poem “In Flanders Field” and Ian Rowley read the
poem “Miner”.
These poems were selected for their meaningful
words and connection to the occasion.
“In Flanders Field” is a war poem, written during
the First World War by Canadian physician Lieutenant
Colonel John McCrae.
He was inspired to write it on May 3rd 1915, after
presiding over the funeral of friend and fellow soldier
Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, who died in the Second
Battle of Ypres.
“Miners” is a poem by Wilfred Owen. He wrote the
poem in Scarborough in January 1918, a few weeks
after leaving Craiglockhart Hospital where he had
been recovering from shell shock.
Owen wrote the poem in direct response to the
Minnie Pit disaster in which 156 miners died.
Ian Rowley
Chairman Audley Allotment Association.
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BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES

Raymond Gibson
We sadly announce
that Raymond aged
79 years of Stephens
Way Bignall End
passed away
suddenly on the
10th August 2018.
Raymond was the
loving husband to
wife Alma, a much
loved father to sons
Kevin and Ian and
daughter Karen and

an adoring granddad.
Raymond was born on the 21st of June 1939 to parents
who lived in Heath Street Chesterton.
As a youngster he attended the Broadmeadows
School in Chesterton and this is where Raymond and
Alma met. In fact during school they would often be
seen nattering to each other through the railings.
As a young boy Raymond helped out at Palmers
Butchers shop in Chesterton and on leaving school
aged 15 years Raymond decided to work in the pit, but
sadly this was not work he enjoyed and he left. He
then went to work for Moss’s Butchers in Chesterton
working there until he was offered a position as a
manager in a butchers shop in Bignall End.
Raymond had also served in the Army doing his
National Service, he served in the catering core, but
was more often seen playing football.
Raymond’s final venture during his working life was
when he opened his own very successful butchery
business in Betley which he owned for many years,
until he finally retired 19 years ago.

Raymond’s friendship with Alma continued after his
school days which eventually led to a very happy
marriage and they were married at Holy Trinity
Church in Chesterton.
Their married life began living in Booth Street
Chesterton and after 5 years they moved to Ikins Drive
Bignall End in 1974, where they lived until moving to
Wynn Bank Close, Miles Green and finally in 2008
they moved to Stevens Way into a lovely bungalow
where they spent 10 very happy years.
Married life was also blessed with sons Kevin, Ian
and daughter Karen and after their children married,
they were blessed with the arrival of 5 adoring grand
children.
Raymond throughout his working life never had a day
off work except for holidays.
Holidays were often taken either in Llandulas,
Barmouth or Looe making good use of their caravan
with the family.
Most recently Raymond and Alma had enjoyed a
number of holidays abroad.
Raymond had a number of pastimes, he loved his
gardening and during his youth he played local
football. He enjoyed a game of snooker with his many

friends and in later years he took up the sport of
outdoor bowling. Raymond was very competitive, a
very integral part of a most successful team when
playing bowls for the Audley Bowling Club. He was a
formidable opponent on the bowling green where
Raymond would never give an inch, but he was a true
and trustworthy sports man, liked by all who played
him.
Throughout his life whenever you met Raymond, he
loved to chat. He would always be dressed
immaculately and he was soft spoken, always with a
kind word. Raymond was a loving family man, a
friend to many and a true gentleman who will be
sorely missed by all who knew him.
The funeral service was held on the 11th September
2018 at the Bradwell Crematorium. The funeral
service was conducted by pastor Mike Gollins.

Paul Bryant

Despite a courageous battle
with illness we sadly
announce Paul aged 62 years
passed away peacefully on
the 1st September 2018 in
the care of the Douglas
Macmillan Hospice.
Paul was the adored husband
of Wendy, a much treasured
Dad to Robbie and a very
good friend to all he knew.
He was born in
Manchester, moved to
Bignall End and then as a
baby went to live in Audlem,
but only after a short stay
returned back to live in
Chapel Street, Bignall End.
As a boy Paul attended the
local schools where we he would always be part of the
school sports days. Football, cricket and the love of
the outdoors were his passions. Paul easily made
friends, many becoming lifelong which he so
treasured.
On leaving school Paul was taken on as an
apprentice at the Oliver Rix Garage in Newcastle, then
moved to the Michelin factory in Stoke and became a
shift worker.
Aged 18 he met Wendy who was working behind
the bar at the Butchers Arms in Audley. A friendship
was formed which eventually blossomed into their
marriage in 1977. As a young married couple they so
enjoyed their holidays abroad. Paul also had a passion
for cars, the sportier and faster the better. After a few
years Paul decided to change his employment and
qualified as a heavy goods driver thus allowing him to
be in the outdoors.
In 1982 Paul’s brother-in-law, Geoff and sister-inlaw Janet emigrated to Australia and in 1984 both Paul
and Wendy went to visit them on holiday and fell in
love with the country, and decided themselves to
emigrate. In 1986 son Robbie was born which was
such a proud moment in the life of the Bryant family
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who were now settled into their Australian life.
Whilst in Australia Paul had numerous jobs, his
final one was working in the diamond mines with his
brother-in-law Geoff.
In 1995 Paul and Wendy decided to return to live in
England where they bought the house on Bignall Hill
where they lived until he passed away.
Paul had returned to his profession as a heavy goods
driver and final employment was working for the
world renowned FED EX delivery company.
Through out his life Paul so enjoyed the outdoor life,
walking, cycling on the canal paths and throughout the
Audley countryside.
Paul was always up for a challenge and he and
Wendy along with his brother-in-law and sister-in-law
climbed the Sidney Harbour bridge. When Wendy
was 60, Paul arranged for the family to go on the Zip
Wire at Snowdonia in Wales, which involved travelling
down the Zip Wire for one mile which only took 58
seconds to complete, so thrilling you only had time to
blink!!
Wendy and Robbie would like to thank everyone for
their kind donations of £1600 which was sent to the
Douglas MacMillan Hospice, where Paul received such
excellent care.
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell
Crematorium on the 14th September 2018. It was a
fitting tribute shown by members of the FED EX
drivers who lined the roadway in their vehicles as the
hearse drove to the Crematorium in recognition of
their respect to Paul. The service was conducted by
pastor Mike Gollins accompanied by Horne Brothers,
Funeral Directors.

John Griffiths

John, aged 70 years,
passed away suddenly
at his home in Albert
Street, Bignall End on
the 21st August 2018.
John was born in
Chapel Street, Bignall
End to parents,
Dorothy and the late
Harry, and he was one
of three sons, the others
being Roy and the late
Spencer.
The family then moved
to Meadowside Avenue in Audley and then finally
returned to live in Edward Street in Bignall End where
his mother Dorothy and brother Roy still reside.
As a boy, John attended the local schools and during
his time there he gained interest in sports, especially
football. On leaving school he went to work at the
McEllins builders yard in Boyles Hall, Bignall End,
becoming a painter and decorator. He then worked
with a relation, Fred Griffiths before finally becoming
employed by Newcstle Borough Council. On leaving
the Council John then went self employed and became
known for his quality workmanship.
John entered married life and was blessed with 3
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children, David, Diane and Paul. Sadly the marriage
ended.
As time went on a friendship came about as John
and Theresa met which led to family life together and
was further blessed when daughter Stacey was born.
During his leisure time John with his family found
great pleasure whilst holidaying in Ibiza where they
made so many fond memories. Watching and playing
sport was a passion of John’s, he was especialy well
known for his skills as a bowler indoor and more
recently outdoor.
For many years he had played indoor bowling for
the Audley Working Men’s Club becoming captain of a
very successful team. He also entered numerous
competetions throughout the area, often coming home
with the trophies. More recently John took up the
sport of outdoor bowling when joining the Audley
Parish Bowling Club where he excelled at the sport.
John possessed such a fluid action on the bowling
green and he became a pivotal part of a very successful
team which entered Division 7 of the Staffordshire
Parks League and eventually being promoted to
Division 1 and becoming champions.
John was such a likeable person and made friends
very easily, he had a sense of humour, loved a pint of
Guinness and was well known for bursting out with a
song or two when enjoying a game of bingo with his
friends at the Duck on a Tuesday and a Sunday where
he gained the name MR. GRIFF when calling out the
numbers.
John was such a loveable charater and he will be
sorely missed by so many. Donation collected being
£457.49 went to the Make a wish Foundation. The
funeral service was held at the Bradwell Crematorium
on the 12th September.

Brian Mayer

Sadly on June 27th 2018, Brian
aged 87years of Vernon Avenue
Audley peacefully passed away
at Wilbraham House,
surrounded by his loving family.
Brian was the dearly loved
husband of the late Sheila, much
loved dad to Angela, Patricia,
Karen, Adrian and Sandra.
A devoted grandad and
great-grandad to Stacy, Daryl,
Mathew, Gemma, Tanya,
Leanna, Leon, Mitchell, Emiliah, Daniel, Jordan, Kyle
and Ava May.
Brian was very social and liked driving down the
village on his mobility scooter for coffee and a chat in
the local cafe, to reminisce about the good old days
and his time served in the army with the Royal Signals.
Brian was also a member of the parachute regiment
out in Malaya, which he was very proud of.
His funeral service was held at St. James’ church
Audley which was followed by burial at the Bignall
End cemetary on the 11th July, reunited with his
beloved wife Sheila on the day of their wedding
anniversary.
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NEW MINISTER FOR OUR PARISH
Hello, let me
introduce myself to
you, I am a Yorkshire
lass and proud of it!
Before training for
ministry at Queens
Foundation in
Birmingham, my
career was various
types of Children’s
and families worker,
most recently as a Lay
Worker in
Doncaster. The remit
was to set up a project
called The RE Team,
which developed links
with schools through
Church visits,
Assemblies, RE
lessons and Godly
Play.
My passion is to find ways to connect the church to
their local community, both in the church building
and using neutral venues in the community.
I enjoy gardening, walking and will try my hand at any
craft, though I particularly enjoy card making.
I look forward to working with congregations in the
North Staffordshire Circuit, particularly having
pastoral responsibility for Audley, Bradwell and
Halmer End.
I look forward to getting to know you all
Rev. Joy Ventom

Audley Methodist Church
Audley Methodist Church warmly invites you to our
Sunday Services at 10:30am & 6pm.
Wishing you all a blessed Christmas & a peaceful
New Year.
Christmas & New Year Events & Services 2018/19
Victorian Christmas Market: Saturday 1st December
2018, 10 30am to 1pm. Get into the Christmas spirit!!
Warm food, tea & coffee available, raffle, stalls and
more. We are joined by Audley Brass Band, who
delight us with Christmas Music.
Family Carols by Candlelight: All welcome to our
relaxed, café style Family Carols by Candlelight
service, Sunday 23rd December 2018 at 6pm.
This service is led by our minister, Rev. Joy Ventom.
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Tea and Coffee available and glow sticks will be
provided for all to create a fun atmosphere.
Christmas Eve Worship: Join us for evening worship
at 6pm, led by one of our Local Preachers, Mrs Brenda
Dyble.
Christmas Day Worship: We join our friends at
Halmer End Methodist Church, for a United Service at
10am as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.
Winter Warmer Fayre: Saturday 2nd February 2019
10am to 1pm. Come in from the cold this winter and
beat the winter blues!!
We are joined once again by the wonderful Tam &
Thai who entertain us with music. Sample our
delicious warm food and refreshments.
Minister: Rev. Joy Ventom 01782 720267
Church Office opening hours are:
Wednesday and Friday 11am to 2pm, Thursday
12pm to 3pm.
Telephone: 01782 722755 or email
audleymethodist@btconnect.com
Also see our Facebook page: Audley Methodist
Church (@audleymethodist) for up to date
information, news and details of our regular events.
Open4all; Open2God; Open4you!

Shared Reading at Audley Library
As children we all love someone to read to us, but
seldom have that opportunity as we grow older.
However, there is a growing recognition of how
valuable that experience can be.
In schools, hospital, prisons, residential homes and
libraries, groups are forming to read together and to
share their responses to what they have heard.
This may be poetry, a short story, an extract from a
novel or play, letters or autobiography. Unlike Book
Groups there is no preparation involved. It is just
coming along on the day and participating in whatever
way you wish.
Perhaps you have a favourite piece that you would like
to read or hear read; you may have something you
have written yourself, (we know Audley has its poets
and chroniclers) or you may want simply to sit and
listen.
We hope to offer a group like this at our own library,
meeting perhaps once a month. As a “taster”, we invite
you to join us for an hour at 11.00am on Tuesday 11th
December.
The theme will be midwinter and Christmastime with
coffee and mince pies.
Bring a poem, bring a piece of prose or just come and
enjoy!
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St James Mothers’ Union

“Today, just take time to smell the roses, enjoy those
little things about your life, your family, spouse,
friends, and job. Forget about the thorns - the pains
and problems they cause you - and enjoy life” Bernard
Kelvin Cline
Very wise words at this time of year when we are all
so busy preparing for that one special day, or two days
if the turkey and Christmas pudding will spread that
far and you are fortunate enough to not be at work.
“I can’t stop” you say as there is so much to be
prepared and bought. So many school events to
attend, parties to go to, people to see and the list goes
on and on, especially for wives and Mums, in fact most
ladies. This is why at Mothers’ Union we take some
time out of that busy schedule to fit in an evening of
fellowship and prayer. We sometimes have a visiting
speaker and sometimes “do our own thing”. It gives us
time, once a month, to charge those batteries, free our
minds of clutter and to share our problems and
concerns. So many people who have been to a
Mothers’ Union meeting have said that they come
away feeling refreshed, with a new sense of
perspective.
Our speakers too have remarked on how the power
of prayer has been felt, even those who do not share
our faith. Jesus said to lay our burdens at his feet, but
we sometimes do that, then are very quick to snatch
them back again. Prayer is a very important part of
our meetings and our ministry and we always pray for
guidance in any new venture we undertake.
We have had our challenges over past months,
especially not being able to use the hall for a few weeks
and our thanks go to the committee of the Pensioners
Hall who stepped in so that two of our main
fundraising coffee mornings could take place, namely
Purple week and the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.
We do hope that you will join us again on Friday
mornings, 9 30am onwards, for coffee and a chat and
to spread the word that we are very much open for
business as usual. We would love to see you.
Our thanks go to Derek Rowley for giving us a really
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informative talk on the history of the names behind a
lot of the streets in Audley and Bignall End, and also to
Sandra Ginnis for leading us in the making of
medieval pomanders for our autumn crafts evening.
We are lucky to have people in our own village who are
willing to give up their time to join us.
I cannot close without mentioning the Christmas Tree
festival, and we are both thrilled and disappointed that
we have been oversubscribed this time. We have eight
new organisations entering a tree this year, and despite
our best efforts to make room for an extra six more
than last time, we have still had to turn people away.
We do hope you will be able to come to view over 35
trees in the church and to have some fun at the singalong on the Thursday evening. See the poster for
details of times.
I will close by wishing you all a peace filled
Christmas with family and friends, spend less money
and more time, and I look forward to meeting you in
the New Year. Look out for the new programme in the
library and on Facebook. Josie Knight (Branch leader)

TRIBUTE
Madge Minshall

Peacefully, at the Royal Stoke University Hospital on
the 10th September, Madge sadly passed away.
Madge a resident of Red Street was the beloved wife
to Arthur, a much loved mum to Stephen, Lorrie,
Christine and Gary, a treasured nanna to Isobel, a dear
sister-in-law and a very good friend to all who knew
her.
Madge formerly worked at the Radway Green
Factory where colleagues remember her fondly. She
was such a lovely lady, who enjoyed the company of
her family and friends. Madge was also a former
resident of Ravens Lane and with husband Arthur
enjoyed their visits to the old Audley Workingmen’s
Club and more recently the Swan for bingo on a
Tuesday, she was the life and soul of these outings,
always having a smile and kind word.
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell
Crematorium on 21st September. God bless you.
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Can Myles Crack It In Brazil?
Audley Community News proudly reports on Myles
Brathorpe’s seasonal success.
Over the past two to three years our magazine has
reported and watched the progress of an up and
coming young man from our parish, 15 year old Myles
Brathorpe, who since the age of six has been involved
in and driving Go Karts.
Myles started competitive racing from the age of
eight, but despite his young age he possessed a natural
skill for racing.
Not only was he committed, but also the support and
sacrifices of his parents and the financial backing of his
sponsors in more recent times, have allowed Myles to
travel the length and breadth of the country to follow
his dreams of success.
During his time as a racing driver, Myles has won
numerous events, the list is endless which we have
reported on in past issues.
But nothing can compare with his latest
achievement when in August this year after a very
successful season of racing, Myles entered the British
Open Championship O Plate and took the title.
Then in September Myles entered the final rounds of
the British Super 1 Championship, but despite on the
day only qualifying 4th on the grid in the two
qualifying rounds, Myles won both events, this placed
him on pole position in the final race. Being pole on
the grid meant Myles who had competed in every
round during 2018, only had to complete the race to
become British Champion for 2018. But as all who
know Myles, taking the easy way out was not his style
and despite an few minor scrapes Myles won the race
and was crowned British No1 Champion.

Being the British Champion, Myles has now been
invited to represent Great Britain in the World Finals
being held in Brazil, this is an invitation only event, no
amount of money can buy you a drivers seat.
As with most sports, funding is always a worry, so we
invite anyone out there if you can be of help it would
be very much appreciated. You can contact Myles on
his facebook page (Myles in front) or call
07769738686.
WOW, what an achievement by a lad from our neck of
the woods, a proud Audley lad who now takes on all
comers in the World Championship, we are so proud
of you.
Good luck in Brazil.

Saturday 15th
September 2018 was
Purple Day in
Audley and my wife
and I travelled to
Audley from Clayton
by bus. First
Potteries and D & G
have regular services
from Newcastle Bus
Station to Audley, so
getting there was not
a problem.
We had a terrific time in Audley, thanks to everyone in
Audley.
This was Purple Day, everyone was raising funds for
cancer charities, this really was a community effort.
Every person we met, young or old, male or female
seemed to be doing something.
And everyone was enjoying the day. Having a good
time for a good cause.
We enjoyed purple puddings and excellent coffee
(and brought some nice sweets to take home) before
exploring the beautiful church of St James’. Taking
time for reflection on all that we owe to God and

talking to two lovely ladies from the church (though
age and disability prevented me from following their
suggestion that I climb the tower!).
We looked at more of Audley before being
entertained by drummers from Porthill (where I was
born - so you can see why I know that Porthill
produces great music, my brother’s guitar playing, for
instance, to say nothing of my singing - although my
family would say it really is better to say nothing of
that!
And then we saw Thwaites’ magnificent horses
outside the Boughey Arms.
It was now time for lunch, which we enjoyed inside
the Boughey Arms.
My cod goujons were terrific and my wife enjoyed
her lasagne, accompanied by Thwaites’ Lil Beezer!
Our journey back home to Clayton, via Newcastle,
ended with our reading about the history of St James’
Church, accompanied by the cup that cheers.
Thank you to all the people of Audley for making
our day truly special.
The pictures shows the Predator a terrifying creature
from Outer Space meeting me in the village, I’m the
one on the left, didn’t want any confusion.
We must come back some day.
Selwyn Brown.

Dear Editor

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

FEATURES

17

Music Thru The Decades
Memorial Plaque

Music Thru The Decades are pleased to announce that
finally a plaque dedicated to the memory of the men
and boys killed in the Minnie Pit mining disaster in
January 1918 has now been installed.
All donations raised for the purchase of the plaque
were done through the efforts of the performers at a
concert held at the Audley Theatre in July this year,
which have now been diverted to be shared by three
worthwhile charitable groups after a benefactor
emerged not only to make the plaque but also to
provide the funding needed to purchase the material.
The Music Thru The Decades group are most
grateful to KMF Engineering for their generosity in
producing and providing the plaque.
The following artists all took part in the show:
Martin Leonard - Jessica Mountford - Melissa Sproston
- Martin Povov - Jacque Hartle - Olivia Allen - Sam
Loweth - Rob Wantling - Mark Smith - Diane Abbott
and not forgetting our guests for that show Pepper
Street Dancers. June the director wishes to take this
opportunity to thank them all for their dedication
during rehearsals and also during the show.
The photograph attached opposite shows the Mayor
of Newcastle Under Lyme, Gill Heeson with concert
producer June Ward unveiling the plaque in the
gardens of Sir Thomas Boughey Academy School
Halmer End in September 2018.

CARPETS AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
GOODMAN CARPETS & FLOORING MILL CLEARANCE CARPETS
Established 30 years

Quality Carpets
At Affordable
Prices

80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpets £7.50 p.s.y
100mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
PRESENT THIS ADVERT TO RECEIVE £10 OFF
ORDERS OVER £100
Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
MON, TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10.30

- 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. OPEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2
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Audley Male Voice Choir
We have, in previous Choir News items,
suggested that wives should encourage their
husbands to get out from under their feet and
join the Audley Male Voice Choir. We listed
the benefits, socially and in health terms of
doing so. One of our successful sales pitches
to wives was the testimonial by some choir
wives that their husbands had stopped snoring
due to the proven benefits of proper breathing
through regular singing.
This summer we have learned of a new and
different sales pitch for recruitment. On his
retirement from test cricket the great Alastair
Cook said on Radio 4 that he gained his focus
and concentration as well as a sense of
teamwork by singing in a choir!...... Wives,
your husband is probably too old to become
the new England test batting legend, but
consider sending your sons to try out our
choir, it could do them a lot of good and
certainly no harm. We are a friendly group,
we meet every Thursday evening at 7:30pm in
Audley Methodist Church Hall. If anybody is
apprehensive about taking that first step or
walking in unannounced, contact any member
of the choir or telephone 01782 639437 and
we will arrange for a friendly guide to help them get
past that hurdle. We have all been in that situation, we
understand!
There is so much more than just singing to being a
member of our choir. The social aspect was as much
to the fore as the music at our recent Royal Albert Hall
visit where we were invited to take part in the 26th
London Welsh Festival of Male Voices on the 13th of
October.
We arrived at our hotel in London just after mid-day
on the Friday with members and guests doing their
own thing in the afternoon and dining out and
attending shows in the capital in the evening and with
a large group of us going on a night cruise on the River
Thames, whilst enjoying a four course meal with a live
Jazz group performing in the background. In both
attendance at the concert and socially both Choir
members, their families and friends were very much a
part of this excellent weekend.
The concert itself starred 700 male voices from a
total of sixteen choirs from Australia, Norway, Sweden,
the USA, three from England and, of course, the
remainder from Wales and the hosts, The London
Welsh Male Voice Choir. The Festival Compere was
Aled Jones and the Choir was ably supported by The
Band of the Welsh Guards.
The Soloists, Llio Evans, Soprano, John Ieuan Jones,
Baritone, Elan Catrin Parry, the Welsh schoolgirl song
bird, Steffan Morris cellist and James Hearn Organist.
Edward-Rhys Harry was the musical director.
The Choir then settled down with a clear focus on
making the “Heroes Remembered” Concert a success.

This took place at the Victoria Hall Hanley on the 11th
November, the one hundredth anniversary, to the very
day, commemorating the end of the First World War
on the 11th November 1918.
Many people in the Choir, and associated with the
choir, had relatives involved in this terrible conflict.
Audley Male Voice Choir were proud to welcome
our guests Audley Brass and the North Staffs
University Hospital Ladies Choir and Compere Derek
Poulson.
This event, which commenced at 7pm, was a concert
of remembrance and celebration of the First and
Second World Wars and to honour the heroes of all
human conflict and contained episodes of topical
music of the period.
We hope that the event was one for our audience to
remember.
Davie

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944
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A Message From Simon
Dear friends,
Hooray!!! A royal baby!!
I’m writing as the news
breaks, and even the
staunchest republicans
are allowed to feel happy
for Harry and Megan.
It’s the stuff of fairy tales.
The beautiful princess
has married her Prince
Charming, and they’ve
announced that she’s
pregnant. And it’s
exciting. Because
whatever someone
thinks about the
monarchy, royal babies are treated differently to other
babies. There’s endless speculation about their names,
and the media camp around the hospital when they’re
born. As they grow up, there are bodyguards and trips
in helicopters and limousines and huge crowds waving
wherever they go. They have no say over it, but they’re
born into a life of celebrity glamour and sacrificial
public service.
And I think that helps us see what makes Christmas
so extraordinary. Christmas is all about a royal baby.
When the Wise Men came looking for Jesus, they
asked all over Jerusalem ‘where is the one who has
been born King of the Jews?’ (Matthew chapter 2 verse
2). Perhaps the Wise Men looked for Him in the most
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expensive hospitals in the city, expecting tight security
and crowds waving camera-phones. But what they
found was a child who looked ordinary. Born in a
cow-shed. A child who would soon have to flee for His
life from a murderous regime. To be honest, if we
could have gone back and seen Him, He wouldn’t have
looked much like a great King. There wasn’t much
glitz or glamour about Him.
But there was sacrifice. And this child, unlike every
other child in history, did have a choice about the life
he was born into. Because the Bible’s claim is that
Jesus existed before he was born. That he was God the
Son, and he chose to become human out of love for the
people who’d rejected him. And as he grew up, the
crowds came – but they quickly turned from adoring
him to murdering him. This royal baby was crowned,
not with the Crown Jewels, but with a crown of thorns.
His throne wasn’t in Westminster Abbey, but was a
wooden cross outside Jerusalem. And what looked
like the end of His reign, was merely the start of even
greater glory – the Bible tells us He rose back to life,
and is ruling today over the whole universe.
So as we head into December, as a community let’s
rejoice together over the good news of two royal babies
– one, who, we hope, will be born this spring as 7th in
line to the throne. And the other, who was born two
thousand years ago, as ruler over all the kingdoms of
the world. Nikki and the boys join me in wishing you
a very happy Christmas, and every blessing for 2019.
Vicar Simon Tomkins.

Have You
Made YOUR
Will Yet?
Your Will in the privacy and comfort
of your own home.
Our professional friendly consultant
will visit you at your convenience.
Please Contact

Sue Osborne

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

07971 496 825
sosborne@jwals.co.uk
www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Wills & Trusts
Probate Services
Executor Services
Trustee Services
Deeds of Variation
Lasting Powers of Attorney
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C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd

Halmer End CIC
Community Care Solutions

Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com


Jojo’s
Dog grooming with
the very best of care.

Halmer End CIC has instigated a Care Solutions
programme in association with a sister CIC based
group in Kidsgrove.
The objective is to emulate the successful programmes
they have used and to initiate the same programme in
Halmer End within the CIC building. It’s proposed
that we will be a provider of day opportunities.
Based activities such as indoor bowling, table tennis,
darts, respite support and personal assistant support
for adults and young people with disabilities in
Staffordshire and Cheshire.
Supporting Halmer End CIC is Kidsgrove Care
Solutions, it is a Community Interest Company,
which was established in November 2013.
Created and developed by work colleagues Wendy
Lear and Mick Lunt who between them have over 30
years experience in running sessions and activities for
people with learning difficulties.
The programme with Halmer End is as yet in its
infancy but signs are it’s going to be a successful trial,
with great opportunities for both parties.
We see in the photograph a recent group enjoying tea
at the Institute.
We wish to thank all the people who came along to
give their support on the day.
Mike Joynson.

Josephine Clarke

Wasps

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
357 Heathcote Road
Halmerend
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8BH

Tel: 01782 721 735
Mob: 07900 601 160
Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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NEW LOOK
CLOGGERS
POOL

Following a 5 year
battle with the weed
infestation at
Cloggers Pool,
Audley Parish
Angling Club have
achieved a
remarkable
transformation of
the lake.
Over the years
since the club’s
official formation in
April 2013 the club
has invested a lot of
time, money and
effort in bringing the weed under control.
There were times when it thought it was a lost cause
as all efforts seemed to have little effect but, thanks to
the dedication of core members the lake is now back to
its former glory. The picture above shows on the left
before work was done and opposite the completed
pool.

There are some
big ones about as
can be seen by
this one, being
shown by Brian
Harratt our Vice
Chairman.

Cloggers is now fishable in all areas and, following the Brian Billings success of the Minnie Pit Memorial junior
Chairman.
competition, the club is proposing to hold a memorial
junior fishing match on an annual basis.
The match held back in June has resulted in junior
membership for under 16s increase from 4 to 20 which
is great news both for the club and the sport in general.
Dennis Cartledge
It is hoped that holding this as an annual event will
see a further increase in numbers.
When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

We are also pleased to announce a new trophy which
has been donated to the club
by Ken Tarrant of Audley.
The club has decided to
award this (to be called the
Ken Tarrant Trophy) to the
junior angler who catches
the biggest fish by weight at
the annual fishing match.
The trophy will be
retained by the junior angler
for 12 months.
The club is always on the
look out for new members
and from 1st October each
year membership cost is
reduced by 50% until April
1st i.e. £12.50 full, £7.50
concessions, £2.50 juniors
(most juniors will be free as
they will be sponsored by existing members.)
Bates Wood Lake is fishing well and, as the weather
cools down, the predators are beginning to show.

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk
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AUDLEY DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL

1. Update on the new Parish Play Equipment –
Halmer End Harrison Close
The new play equipment will be installed in two phases
by 2 different contractors – Wicksteeds and Horticon.
At the time of writing, the first phase is starting w/c
22nd October and should be finished by 5th
November 2018. The second phase starts shortly after
w/c 12th November and should be finished by 22nd
November 2018. The equipment has been chosen by
the children of the parish, so we hope it will be well
used but also well looked after!

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

Future meeting dates are available on the website
https://audleyparishcouncil.org/ or the 8 noticeboards.
4. The Annual Parish Awards
This year saw the Annual Parish Awards awarded to
the following people, presented by Vice Chairman the
Rev. John Taylor :
R.W Edwards Community Award

2. Parish Play Area Investment
A number of residents have raised concerns about
further play equipment adding to the existing ASB
issues in the area – particularly in Albert Street. These
concerns were heard at the September and October
meetings, with a petition of 232 signatories presented.
The Parish Council have taken on board the
problems, which have been experienced in other sites
in the Parish. The problem of ASB moves around and
is caused by a very small minority, some of whom visit
the Parish from other areas. This year, Alsager Road
Play area has received no ASB/Criminal damage for
the first time in a very long time. This was also the
same at Leddys Field, which received hardly any.
The Parish Council believe this is due to Alsager
Road play area being well used. Along with the new
play equipment, selected by the children, providing a
distraction for all ages and an outlet for their energy.
But it is also due to the CCTV network now in place,
which has been used by the Police to pinpoint the
minority to take appropriate action. The Parish
Council believe the majority of the Parish children are
good, and deserve to have decent play areas nearby,
which they do not have to walk miles to access.
For these reasons they have decided to progress with
the new equipment at Albert Street Play area.
However, CCTV will also be installed to allow the
Police to target any offenders causing issues for
residents in the area. Consultation with the parish
schools will take place next year.

Open to individuals or groups that have made an
important contribution to the Parish.
This year it was awarded to David and Sue Hughes,
for their tremendous efforts to fundraise well in excess
of £100k for the Cardiac Risk in the Young charity,
following the sad and sudden loss of their beloved son
Dan. To date 1204 young people have benefited from
cardiac screening as a result, with 37 receiving heart
treatment following the sceening.
Thank you from all within the Parish of Audley.
Recipients pictured with the Vice Chairman.
Elsie Kelsall Young Persons Award

3. Budget 2019/20
Over the next few months, the draft budget for next
year will be discussed at the Parish Council meetings.
The budget will be set at the January 2019 meeting.
Items for discussion include funding the lollipop
crossing patrols, further play equipment upgrades, car
park improvements and a number of other projects.
Some of which if approved, may see a small increase to
the precept, collected through Council Tax. You can
have your say on the draft budget by attending the
parish council meetings or contacting the Parish
Council. The Parish Council meets on the 3rd
Thursday of each month, alternating between Wood
Lane Community Centre and Audley Pensioners Hall.

Open to individuals or groups that have made an
important contribution to the Parish. There is an
upper age limit of 18. The Parish Council were
delighted to award this to 14 year old twin brothers
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Thai and Tam Lieu, who have already achieved
grade 8 and grade 6 piano standards respectively.
They have played locally for the Audley
Methodist Church and alongside the Audley Ladies
Choir at the Minnie Pit Memorial concert, plus
performed as soloists.
They are a credit to their parents and our
Community, and very worthy recipients of the
Young Persons award. Recipients pictured with the
Vice Chairman.
Capewell Naylor Trophy for Services to the
Environment, open to individuals or groups that
have made an important contribution
environmentally to the Parish.
This year it was presented to the Beavers and
Cubs of 77th Audley Scouts, for their fantastic litter
picking to keep our village nice and clean for
everyone’s benefit.
The Parish are very grateful for their efforts and
enthusiasm! The Beavers are pictured opposite top
right with Parish Council Vice Chairman.
5. CCTV Bignall End Road Play Area
CCTV is due to be installed shortly at Bignall End
Road, which will provide the Police with evidence
they need to follow up on the criminal damage that
has occurred on site over recent weeks.

6. Bus Service – Christmas/New Year Period
Over Christmas bus services 1 and 1A will run as
follows:
24th, 27th, 28th, 29th and 31st December – Saturday
service will operate.
25th and 26th December and 1st January – no buses
will operate, 30th December, a normal Sunday
service will operate.
Parish Council contact details are available on the
website https://audleyparishcouncil.org/ or the 8
noticeboards.
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POEMS AND RHYME FROM THE PARISH

At Christmas Time

Family friends at Christmas share
A joyous time here and elsewhere.
Weeks before, firm plans are made
Thoughts of others much displayed.
Shoe boxes filled by willing hands
Sent with love to foreign lands.
December comes and with advent
Tills ring out much money’s spent
To celebrate our saviour’s birth
His life, his love, his time on earth.
Festivities are in full swing
Gatherings meet to carol sing.
Rotary tours the parish streets
Bringing lots of kiddies treats.
Santa’s cries of Ho, Ho, Ho
Are well received as on they go.
Expressions showing sheer delight
Each generous gift a welcome sight.
Remembering a family loss
Each holly wreath or holly cross
A testament to loved ones passed
Fond memories from first to last.
Now history beckons with the call
Merry Christmas folks to one and all.
Derrick Bate

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
“ Here Comes Santa”

Here comes Santa, It will soon be Christmas Day,
Here comes Santa, He’s riding on His sleigh.
Lots of presents wrapped with labels printed clear,
With many Happy Tidings for Christmas and New Year.
Here comes Rudolph, He’s pulling Santa’s sleigh,
With his team mates, they are heading down your way.
With bells jingling, Amid choir’s carol singing,
Excitement surrounds all those gifts they are bringing.
There’s anticipation as this evening passes by,
While bright stars shine twinkling over moonlit sky.
Now snowflakes falling, And Santa’s calling,
“Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas and
A Hap-Hap-Happy New Year”
MERRY CHRISTMAS
HERE COMES SANTA
Peter W. Hodgkins

The Elf Christmas List

An elf sent Santa a list with helpful advice.
His name was “Mys” pronounced exactly like “Mice”.
He told Santa all the things that would bring him pleasure.
Presents and gifts, things of luxury he would treasure.
He wished Santa Happy Tidings and of course Good Health,
Then signed the list clearly and sincerely,
Mys Elf.
Peter W. Hodgkins

BLACKBIRD BREAKFAST
A Blackbird in a morning comes to our backdoor
Feeling rather hungry he needs to eat once more.
It seems that when he sees us he flies to our gate post
Looking in the kitchen to seek a friendly host.
We may give him broken biscuits or perhaps a taste of cheese
Some crumbs from off the brown bread or grapes which always
please.
Dried meal worms are his favourite he could eat them all day
long
We trust that in the springtime he’ll reward us with his song.
Meanwhile through the winter with days of leaden skies
We’ll enjoy the gift of nature that feasts before our eyes.
We’ll try to keep him fed and watered what ere the weather
brings
Then look forward to those longer days when our proud
Blackbird sings.
Derrick Bate
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NEWS FROM THE HALMER END INSTITUTE
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HALMER END CIC EVENTS 2018
Footballs Coming Home To
Halmer End

Halmer End CIC, Wesley Place is the new
home of Halmer End FC. Formed in July this
year after at least 30 years of absence in the
village, HEFC was the conception of Brad
Wilson and John Norcup along with the help
of George Swindells and Tom Farr. Together
with support from Connor Jones, whose
father Kevin and grandfather Winston Jones
both played at “The End” in their youth.
Sponsored in their new strip of green and
white hoop shirts and white shorts by the
New Balti Restaurant Audley! Halmer End
have made an immediate impact on the
Conor’s League Division 4 and at the time of
writing joint top. They have also been successful in the Coors League cup, having recently beating Cuckoo
Albion 3-2 to move forward to the next round.
The roles in the club are, Manager George Swindells, Head Coach, Tom Farr, Physio Jack Norcup, Secretary,
Brad Wilson. Pictured are the 2018-2019 squad.

OUTDOOR BOWLING
Halmer End Bowling Club 2018

Pictured above are Linda and Barry Chilton, members
of the bowling club for over 38 years.
The origin of Halmer End Bowling Club is
uncertain, the odd photograph we do have would
indicate it’s post WW2.
Residents have told us the location was at the front
of the Institute where a car park currently stands, the
rear was occupied by the tennis courts, what a pity
we’ve lost those.
2018 has been an exceptional year for bowling at the
club, and at the end of the season the club was fighting
to become champions of their division, finally
finishing a very favourable second.
Linda Chilton, the stalwart of the club, announced
that this position is much improved as normal season’s

results have left them finishing at the lower half of the
league for so many years. So success at last, but it’s not
come easy over years of playing.
Now the club comes under the umbrella of Halmer
End CIC which gives support to the club managerially
and financially .
There are always cornerstones in every
organisations, in this one we have two of the best,
Linda Chilton Secretary and Barry Chilton who are
totally committed to Halmer End Bowling Club.
Barry is the dedicated groundsman, someone that all
clubs need. He works in conjunction with a series of
professionals to ensure the green is kept in excellent
condition, Barry will be found at the grounds virtually
every weekday. The published results for this season
are a dramatic change, finishing second in the
Newcastle Midweek Bowling League Division 2 which
is a tremendous result for our parish team.
Congratulations to all who were involved.
Oakhill Bowling Friendly League.
The Oakhill League is played on a Tuesday afternoon,
its known for its friendly atmosphere, and is more for
an introduction to competitive bowling for teams with
a majority of players that have little experience in
playing competitive bowling.
This is only the second season for the Halmer End
team and they achieved third position in the league,
gaining 142 points in just one season.
In the words of their spokesperson Maurice Daley
‘this is a wonderful achievement, and we are more than
pleased with our performance.’
These are the players that have supported the
Oakhill Team during this season.
Rodney Whitmore Captain, Maurice Daley V/Captain,
Kevin Whitmore, Selwyn Hattersly, Michael Evans,
Marian Hulse, Cecil Hulse, Stuart Kirkham,
Frank Darlington and John Garwood. Well done lads.
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CIC GIVES ITS SUPPORT

www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk
and on Facebook
Forthcoming Events
Advent
You will be welcome at any of our services at 10.00 am
each Sunday during Advent from 2nd December 2018
to Christmas Day.
Christmas Services and Events
Messy Church Christingle Service on Monday 3rd
December at 6.00 pm with Jayne Leighton, a Children’s
and Family Worker – all welcome; bring your children
along and make a Christingle and enjoy some food.
Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn on Wednesday 13th
December at 6.30 pm. Christmas Praise with the
Unity Choir and tenor soloist Philip Cartwright
accompanied by Mrs. Jean Chin MBE with
congregational carols followed by drinks and chip
butties.
Carol Service Sunday 23rd December at 10.00 am
This service will be arranged by members of the
Halmer End Church.
Christmas Day Tuesday 25th December Family
Worship at 10.00 am with Rev’d Joy Ventom. All are
welcome. This is a United Service with friends from
Audley Methodist Church.
Carol singing in the Village of Halmer End
We are hoping to arrange for Carol Singing in the
village but a date has yet to be confirmed. Look out for
the details on our web site www.halmerendmethodists.
org.uk
Minnie Pit Remembrance Service - Sunday 13th
January 2019
The annual remembrance service for victims of the
Minnie Pit Disaster of 12th January 1918 will be held
at Halmer End Methodist Church at 3.00 pm when the
preacher will be Rev’d Joy Ventom.
New Rainbows Group
A new Rainbows group will be starting at the Church
in the New Year.
This will be on a Thursday evening from 6.00 pm until
7.00 pm.
Look out for details on our Church web site or contact
Nicky Lear on 07854 375597.

The Sweet Stop Boutique is the idea of Sarah Mullock
who is a resident of Miles Green.
Sarah a sole trader who had the inspiration about a
year ago, had always had entrepreneurial flair and
decided that the time was right to develop her
ambitious creativity.
Having once made a presentation to the New
Enterprise Scheme it was evident that the Chamber of
Commerce were able to support Sarah and permit her
to commence on the project.
The time was right, the funding was in place, and
the opportunity was there for her to excel and develop
the plan she had dreamed of.
Sarah’s focus would be on style, taste and with
children in mind of course and a lot of fun.
Her beautifully presented gifts are carefully hand
crafted, hand packed to give her clients the very best
experience.
Sarah’s bouquets are for all occasions and events and
of course always looking to develop and create new
products to suit all tastes.
Her products are shipped nationally but if you wish
you can have a local free delivery or collect them in
person.
Not only does Sarah offer a wide range of
confectionery gifts but also a themed Candy cart
suitable to hire for children’s parties. The themes
include Unicorn, Pirate, Marvel, Princess, Mocktail
bar, Donut bar, and a milkshake & cookie bars.
The company is online based here in the Potteries.
We at the Halmer End CIC are exceptionally pleased
that Sarah has chosen us to help launch her new
business, and of course will thoroughly support her
venture throughout its development period.
One such initiative will be the development of
children’s workshops primarily targeting
Halloween this year, but other events, Christmas,
Easter etc in the future, these being about an hour
long, the workshops will be designed to help the
children learn creative and craft skills.
Sarah is a creative ambitious individual with a
wealth of knowledge attained through various business
and entrepreneurial courses.
At the CIC we all think this a wonderful opportunity
not only for Sarah to develop as a business woman but
to put something back into our community by helping
children learn the many aspects of creativity and
enjoying developing a skill at the same time.
The Board of Directors at the CIC wish her all the
success in this enterprise and look forward to working
with her in the future.
The Sweet Stop Boutique.
www.thesweetstopboutique.co.uk
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Audley Patient Panel

Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice

Audley
WellbeingGroup
Day are proud to be part
AudleyHealth
Patient &
Participation

of thank
the team
working
makewho
the made the first
Audley P.P.G. & Audley L.A.P. would like to
the people
of to
Audley
Audley Health & Wellbeing day such a success.
would
like to thank
Borough Councillor
AudleyWe
Parish
Dementia
Friendly
Ann Beech and Parish Council Chairman Bert Proctor for their continued support of everything
local, alongside St James Church and the Church Hall for the venue, and for the Businesses of
Who gets
Dementia?
Audley
who
gave so generously to ensure we had a raffle to be proud of.
There
are currently
around
850,000
people
in the UK
withSchool
dementia.
The staff
and pupils
of Sir
Thomas
Boughey
High
for their tremendous efforts making
the
events
signature
key
rings
and
their
willingness
to
converse
people
of Audley
It mainly affects people over the age of 65 (one in 14 people in this agewith
groupthe
have
dementia)
and the
throughout
the
event.
likelihood of developing dementia increases significantly with age.
We would also like to thank Mr Lee Owen from M.P.F.T. (Midlands Partnership Foundation
Diagnosing
Dementia
Trust)
and Mrs
Sharon Battiste from Aspire and The Royal Voluntary Service.
It is very important for anyone who has problems with their memory or thinking to get a proper
Thank
all for
assessment. A common pattern is for
the GPyou
to make
an your
initial support
assessment and then refer the person to a
memory clinic or other specialist service for a more detailed assessment.
How is Dementia treated?
Most of causes of dementia cannot be cured,
although
research
is continuing
Beat
the Cold
this
Winter into developing drugs, vaccines
and other medical treatments.
TheallCold
weather is about
not far
off now,friends
makecoming
sure you’re
ready
it. very soon,
Keep your eyes open for
the information
Dementia
through
yourfor
door
•
Look
out
for
your
elderly
neighbours
and book up to receive your dementia friendly training in a venue around Audley in the new year.

• Make sure you have plenty of layers on
• Stay as active as you can
• MakeRaffle
sure you
keepof
your
up to date
in aid
themedication
Audley Purple
week
•
Have
your
cooker
and
heating
devices
serviced
so they
let you
down
Those patients who have been attending the weekly Flu clinic’s
overdon’t
past few
weeks
have

been supporting the Audley Cancer Research effort by taking part in a raffle that the
PPG has been running during theNorovirus
Flu clinics
The members of the Audley Participation Group are very pleased to announce that their
Also known
as the awinter
efforts have been rewarded
by collecting
total ofsickness
£514,76p bug
and were pleased to hand it over to the
Norovirus is a very contagious virus that causes vomiting and diarrhoea.
organisers of the Purple
event,
The
PPG
would
like
to
thank
all
who supported
People of all ages can get infected and the
sickpatients
with norovirus.
Youthe
canraffle.
get

norovirus from, having direct contact with an infected person.
The contagious period,
this is theagain.
time during which a sick person can give
Winter
the illness to others
differstime
slightly for each virus, but with norovirus the most
the gastroenteritis
winter again, no in
sunadults,
no fun!!!
common Here
causecomes
of viral
you become contagious as
soonWell
as you
begin
to feel
It’s no
fun for
someill.
members of our community, some of our friends and

family and even our neighbours suffer throughout the winter not only with the
Patient
Access.
weather, but they can
suffer from
just being alone or lonely. They find it hard to get about and sometimes
will go without because they just don’t feel like going out in the inclement weather or simply they are
Have
you registered yet for the on-line services? If not why not?
scared they might slip
or fall.
Now
is the ideal time to sign-up, who wants to trudge down to the practice to
We can all do something
help andprescription
it doesn’t take
lotmake
just toan
look
in on an elderly
neighbour
or to knock
bookto
a repeat
ora to
appointment
when
it is pouring
with
or the
you
don’tjust
have
on their door if yourain
haven’t
seensnow
them is
forankle
somedeep,
time, or
simply
do ato.
bit of shopping for them when the
sign
andtostart
feeling the benefits.
weather is bad It doesn’t take a lot, but it willJust
mean
theup
world
them.
In 2017/18 Wintertime become a good friend and neighbour

ASK AT THE RECEPTION FOR DETAILS

To contact Audley PPG please email audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or dwh0101@gmail.com
AUDLEY PATIENT PANEL WISH ALL OUR PATIENTS A MERRY CHRISTMAS
Or check out our web-site at www.audleypatientpanel.btck.co.uk
AND
A HEALTHY
NEW
YEAR
Or follow us up on Facebook at Audley
patient
panel @Audley
PPG
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Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop

Operation Christmas Child

Did you pack a shoe box this year?
If you did it will now be well on its way to a pair of
expectant hands from a child somewhere in Romania,
Bosnia, Africa or even Peru.
The excitement of opening a shoe box and
marvelling at its contents is something so special for
that child, who may be receiving a Christmas present
for the first time in their lives. We cannot imagine that
in our little village where we have so much to be
thankful for. If this is the first time you have heard of
Operation Christmas Child then please do follow the
link to find out more about it.
(https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/
operation-christmas-child/)
If the answer to my original question was no, then
you can still go online until December and donate the
amount to fill a shoe box and someone will fill one for
you in your name, and you will be able to track its
progress. Or you may wish to start collecting items
ready for next year’s effort. I know of one lady who
does this to spread the cost over the year and has
actually filled fourteen boxes herself!
If you would like to get involved in any way then
please contact me, we can always use your help and
you may have expertise that I do not have.
I do hope this Christmas when you open your gifts
or spend time with loved ones, that the image of those
smiling faces will come into your minds and fill your
heart with joy.
Thank you once again
Josie Knight (OCC@knightingale.org.uk)

PEGI WILDE FOOT HEALTH
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Care with a gentler touch!
(A Complete Foot Care Service)
Callus and hard skin removed
Corns treated
Routine nail trimming
Thickened nails reduced
Ingrown nails treated
Diabetic foot health and advice
Treatments in the comfort of your own home.
Evening and Saturday appointments available by arrangement.
Gentlest treatment methods used.
All equipment fully sterilised.

Phone 07715 128962 pegi.wilde@hotmail.co.uk
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Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£8.00
£7.50
£6.00
£5.00
£5.00
£10.00
£2.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

Audley & District Probus Club

Readers may recall that I
mentioned in the previous
issue of this publication that
outings to places of interest
were always on the agenda
and so far this year, a group
of members and friends have
visited the Lion Salt Works in
Middlewich, where a guide
showing them around,
outlined the history and
story whereby the business
had involved six generations of the same family.
Lunch followed what had been a very interesting
visit. To end the outing, they moved on to Blakemere
Village where some indulged in a Cream Tea whilst
others wandered around the many interesting shops.
All in all, a very enjoyable outing.
Another interesting outing was to Liverpool where
having spent the morning and lunch at the Albert
Docks, the party moved across Liverpool to the World
Museum to see the world famous Terracotta Warriors.
Just a couple of outings we have organised this year
and to advise that a programme for 2019 is already
being planned.
Interest in joining us? Then contact our Secretary,
John McCombie on 01270 581769 for further details.
May I take this opportunity on behalf of all our
members, of congratulating Helen Chatfield on being
elected the first Lady President of the Audley Rotary
Club. We wish her a happy and successful time in
office.
Finally, again on behalf of all our members, to all
readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy and Peaceful
2019.
Donald S Caton

.
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT W.I
Autumn has definitely arrived.
As I write this article I’m observing the changing
colours through my window.
Did you visit the poppies at Middleport Pottery?
Weren’t they amazing? All of us at the W.I were
enthused and thoughtful about what they represented.
At our August meeting, we had a change to the
anticipated speaker due to illness.
Robert Edwards from the Rotary very kindly came to
our aid to give us a talk and short film about ‘Mary’s
Meals’.
It was both moving and inspiring. The aim is to
provide a hot meal to all school children in areas of
extreme poverty and famine.
The project started in a shed in Scotland by Magnus
McFarlan-Barrow who believed that children would
learn better when not hungry. They now provide
1,361,586 meals throughout 17 countries – EVERY
DAY !
These meals are provided by local people using vast
quantities of donated food. Our kind hearted
members were so moved we had a spontaneous
collection to help support the venture.
Did you make a visit to see the various activities
during Purple Week? It never ceases to amaze us how
our village comes together to support this venture. We
had a cake stall and raised £183 towards this worthy
cause. A few of the W.I ladies also supported Sean
with his hog roast. Another example of a village
helping its own – a very lovely day.
We enjoyed a lovely walk along the Salt Line at Alsager
in support of the W.I Keeping Fit campaign.
We won’t mention the lovely lunch we had at the
Horseshoe Inn afterwards, where we were very well
catered for. Also in September, Martin Peat gave a talk
entitled ‘Sweet Nolstalgia’. He gave us each a bag of
assorted sweets produced in his Mrs Simms sweet
shops and proceeded to talk us through the history of
each one. Some recipes went back to the 1700s.
He was a very good speaker, who breezed in and
entertained us with his knowledge in a very
charismatic, humorous manner. He interacted with us
all throughout the meeting. A very enjoyable evening.
On 4th October, we went on our Group outing to the
Hat Museum in Stockport. Again a very informative
experience. You would not believe the work that goes
into the making of a hat and what a large input
Stockport played in the production of them for the rest
of the world.
We were told that the Stetsons John Wayne wore in
his films were made especially for him in Stockport
and that even though a U.S.A company also
manufacturing them did try to stop the Stetson name
being used in the U.K because they believed they had
the patent, it was proven that Stockport had in fact
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produced the very first one and therefore had the right
to the name.
The photograph attached shows, our W.I president
Glenis Simpson modeling one of the hats at the
Museum, she’s always up for a challenge.
From here we travelled
the short distance to
Bramall Hall, where we
had a very interesting
tour of this wonderful
Tudor period house.
An absolute ‘must see’
if you are ever in the area.
When you read this,
Christmas preparations
will be in full swing.
We will be looking
forward to our party and
decorating our tree for
the Christmas Tree
Festival at the Church.
So, we will take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and a healthy New Year from all the
ladies of the W.I.
We will be looking forward to 2019 with Dave
Hughes from CRY in January and Martin Thomas in
February. His talk called An Audience with Beauty
Spot following on from the pantomime.
If you would like to join us, come for a visit at the
Pensioners Hall at 7pm on the fourth Thursday of each
month. Contact Anne 721957 or Glenis 722009 for
further details.

Book
early for
Christmas.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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Audley Community Library and Information Centre

The library and volunteer staff have been busy since
the last edition of the Audley Community News.
The Summer Reading Challenge for children was
once again successful. Congratulations to all the
children who took part and especially to those who
completed. Thank you to the parents/carers for their
encouragement and interest.
The library was once again involved in the Purple
Week events and was incredibly busy on the Friday
and Saturday. During these two days 850 people came
through the library doors. £236-90 was made from a
book sale, refreshments and face painting.
These could not have been achieved without the
hard work and commitment of the volunteer staff.
The Information Centre/Meeting Room continues
to host a number of outside agencies, who use the
library in order to provide the community with a range
of services as follows :
“Everyone Health” Staffs holds weekly sessions:
Thursdays 9-12.00 - Smoking cessation
Thursdays 3-5.00
- Nutrition advice
Fridays
9-12.00 - general health checks for
the over 50s (These take place on a Fortnightly basis)
Fridays
12-1.00 - “Get Physical” walks
around the village for the over 50s. Bookings can be
made by contacting the library ( Tel 01782 720527 ) or
by calling “Everyone Health” ( 033300050095)
The Citizens Advice Bureau are present in the library
on the third Monday of the month 2-5pm to help with
digital on-line form filling.
Dementia Friendly sessions are held in the library
every third Tuesday of the month 6-7pm
Tuesdays 10.00-1200
The Scrabble Club meets in the library. This is always
competitive as well as fun, with refreshments as well.

First Thursday in every month The Book Club meets
from 2.00pm. New members are always welcome.
We took part in National Library Week between 8th –
13th October. The theme was well-being. We did a
book display on health and nutrition and, obviously,
we have many health groups in the library.
On 4th October National Poetry day was held.
We had a display of poetry books, highlighting the
beauty and value of verse for children and adults.
Volunteers and customers in Audley library have
made poppies out of old books, they looked really
lovely! These went to Staffordshire Place and formed a
larger display made up from every library in Staffs
County. We also had our own display in Audley
library with a display of books, which made us think of
all those who fell during conflicts.
During November and December there will be
dedication forms in the library. If anyone wishes to
donate a light to a loved one and have the dedication
entered into the Tree of Light book, please complete a
form and add your donation.
The Tree of Light switch on will take place on
Friday November 30th at 7.00pm on the library car
park.
The tree is provided by the Rotary Club and a
member of the Donna Louise Trust charity will be
present, as this is the charity which is being supported.
There is a short service, carol singing and we are
lucky to have Audley brass band present.
Afterwards there will be refreshments in the library
provided by St James Church.
The photographic exhibition planned for October had
to be cancelled due to lack of interest and submissions.
The Library volunteers wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.
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WHEN I WAS A LAD
Tales of the life of Jack Cross as a lad in the early
1900s who lived in Miles Green.
When I first started school I recall
the school mistress for the infants
was called Miss Billington.
I remember she took a wooden
whistle off me, for blowing it in the
cloakroom. “How terrible”, I
thought, as it wasn’t mine, it was my
mate Bernard Walkers’. How was I
going to tell him? From then on I
disliked her for that.
Games in the playground were
“Ring-a-Ring-a-Roses”, “Do you
know the Muffin Man that lived
down Drury Lane” and that sort of thing.

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
mother held me close to her that she was trying to
suppress her laughter and her belly wobbled with this
reaction. However, all was put right by my eldest
brother, Harry who shaped my hair into what was then
known as a Prussian haircut, a style that came from
Germany in WWI, I think. Despite this improvement,
I remember I was still upset especially going back to
school looking this way. I imagined being the object of
ridicule, with lads pointing and laughing at me
uppermost in my mind as in that period of time you
had to wear a sort of skull cap, (blue coloured), if
anyone had head infections, e.g. ring worm, head lice
etc. I was worried stiff they would think I had one of
these conditions because it was cut so short but as time
went by my hair grew and I survived and the wearing
of the dreaded skull cap never eventuated and the local
lads from school came to our house asking, “Can you
cut our hair like your Jack’s?”

In the second class our teacher was a Mrs Poole and
she was nice. She taught us how to lace up our shoes
and tease cloth and rags which kept us from getting
bored and our hands busy. Then we went up to class 3
and ooh we had Mrs Taylor and I didn’t like her and
I’ll tell you why. We were drawing our idea of a 12
inch ruler and I guess my inches were more like three
quarters, and by the time I got to the inch division it
was looking cockeyed and creeping into the next
segment. I received a hard rattle over the knuckles
with the said ruler by Mrs Taylor. That is why I never
became a draughtsman! I conveyed this tale of woe to
my eldest sister Poll who needless to say had a word
with Mrs Taylor about the incident. She didn’t rattle
my knuckles again and that showed I was a baby and
our Poll was there to protect me.

When we completed infant school we moved into the
‘big’ school that was just over the way. On that big day
we filed across the yard and saw the big bell tower. I
wondered what was kept in it and had visions of
someone like ‘The Hunch Back of Notre Dame’
swinging on the end of a rope from it. I was only to
find that the bell was never rung all the time I attended
that school. A whistle was used instead for such
occasions.

Oh it wasn’t all bad, Miss Bailey, she was nice, and I
can see her now, her plump face with plaits round her
ears like telephone adaptations. She had a great smile
and had a warm and friendly disposition. I can’t
remember what she taught us but it felt good to be in
her class.

One of our teachers called Wilf Beech trained as an
artist at a London College and was great on classics
and would love to tell a story. The book “Tom Brown’s
School days” seemed to be his motivator. He got the
best out of his students and was a good sportsman. He
was a great cricketer and played locally for Alsagers
Bank where he was born, and also Bignall End. This
was his main team where the famous local lad, Johnny
Ikin played too. Johnny Ikin became a Lancashire and
England cricketer. Wilf was a fantastic slip fielder and
he never missed with a piece of chalk if you weren’t
paying attention in class. His old adage was “empty
barrels make a lot of noise”. He could do with us by
vocal commands what other teachers did by using the
cane. Wilf Beech motivated most of our class in
helping to build Miles Green Tennis Club which was
built on Harvey Taylor’s father’s land. The digging and
wheeling of barrows was usually done after school
hours and weekends. The female side contributed by
catering for the workers as you can imagine with
supplying the sandwiches and hot drinks and were an
incentive to get involved.

In Miss Billington’s class we had to draw Florrie
Shuttlebottom, the local butcher’s daughter and
teacher’s favourite. She was pretty I guess! Well my
drawing of her wasn’t too bad, except to say I only
drew her with one leg. I was going to give her the full
anatomy but the bell went. The bell rang like in a
reception room – next please!
Young boys wore their hair in those days in what was
known as the donkey fringe style. The fringe came
down to the eye brow level and that is the way I wore
my thick dark brown hair until one day my brother,
Norman, who was some years older than me, got hold
of me and convinced me that I needed a haircut. And
that was the end of my donkey fringe. I can recollect
my mother hearing me cry and immediately came and
pulled me to her comforting me saying “What have
thay done to thee lad?” (There must have been more
of them involved at the time). But I noticed as my

Our headmaster, Percy Dale (we always called him
Boss Dale) was an ex-army serviceman and a stickler
for personal hygiene. He used to check our knees and
if your boots weren’t shining, then watch out. If you
slumped whilst walking up to school he would
reprimand you for this as well.

Christmas time at school always seemed good. Each
class made its own decorations, the usual paper chains,
orchids and anything else that looked special. The
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skies though red, blended well with the festive season.
We later aspired to doing a play called “Christmas
Carol” by Charles Dickens – ‘old Scrooge’ never felt so
well as we urchins came annoying him. Our teacher
and Joe Richardson, (a fellow pupil taking the main
acting part) did a first class job on this play and I’d like
to think that we made Charles Dickens famous! We
had a few props and one of them I remember, was a
clay model goose. Sadly to say poor Joe was killed in
North Africa in the WWII. His status in the army was
a trooper but he was a real trooper at our school.
Another great teacher was Mr Reeves a Welshman and
he was our John Barbarolli. Every Christmas came the
usual carols but my favourite was:“Hail, Smiling Morn that tips the hills with gold,
that tips the hills with gold....”
Then there was Old Aspinall, our woodwork teacher.
Unfortunately, I hadn’t inherited my father’s
woodworking skills. When I came to sharpen the
chisel on the old stone and imitating the way I’d seen
my father do it by testing the chisel’s sharpness, I of
course, ended up cutting my finger and promptly
needed first aid. Having given Old Aspinall my
version of what I had done, he jumped on the bench
where I was working and came down with the cane
with a swish on the same injured hand. I had to give
my name and it was put in a black book for this
misdemeanour and I had terrible thoughts, like I
would go to jail or something. On reflection, Old
Aspinall could have injured himself the way he jumped
down off that damn bench and he did look a chump!
Needless to say, I didn’t get good marks for woodwork.
Lizzie Burgess was another teacher at our school. She
was always well dressed, in the Victorian long dresses,
skirts and big hats, with hat pin stuck in. She wore
pince nez which were little glasses placed on the end of
her nose. Once she had me out in front of the class
saying I was singing out of tune, I resented that as it
was like ‘one blow below the belt’ to me. Lizzie,
though, had an interest in my eldest brother, Harry
and mentioned him fairly regularly. I know what it
was; they were in the same contingent in the Red Cross
of Audley and Halmerend during WWI. Miss Burgess
took us on interesting nature walks and I can just
about tell an oak from a sycamore! Once we walked
along towards Apedale Hall and returned past the
bottom of the woodland where beautiful flowers grew,
but you don’t see them anymore.
We were taken by a charabanc which had solid tyres
on a school outing to Bosley Cloud, not far from
Congleton in Cheshire; that was magic and was only a
few miles away but I thought we’d gone to foreign
parts. The charabanc’s speed would have not gone
more than 25 mph but you thought you were speeding.
In the age of economy this vehicle was used also as a
coal wagon during the week. They took off the canvas
canopy and the seats out when using it for hauling
coal. This must have been a lot of work cleaning it up
and changing it back to use for public transport. I
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recollect when at school one of the biggest school
outings was when maps of the route were given out by
the teachers who gave a talk of the places we would
pass through like, Lord Street, Southport, what a
wonderful part of the world! Prior to one of the school
trips, it had poured down with rain and my Sunday
best suit had shrunk. On another school trip, in order
to get away from the school gardening lesson to go on
this particular trip, I quickly planted the wallflowers
only to be caught by Boss Dale, the headmaster. I had
been sticking two flowers in the same hole trying to
get rid of them. I wasn’t very popular with him and
had to start again. Boss Dale had a habit of pulling
from his waistcoat pocket his gold Waltham Hunter
watch and one of his pet ploys was to say, “I will give
this watch to anyone who will give me any information
on….” (some committed offence or other). He still had
that watch when I left school. One of his fortes was on
Empire Day when we would march past the flying
Union Jack standard in the school yard and then
march back into our classrooms. We would also
assemble in neat lines for morning prayers and in the
early days a HMV gramophone was used for
background music. Later the school acquired a piano
from various fundraising events, such as jumble sales.
May Smith would play the piano and I remember her
playing “Policemen’s Holiday”, a sprightly piece of
music. Assembly time was always a good time to espy
the girls in their gymslips!
We learnt country dancing at school and one dance
was called “Gathering Peascods” and another “Sir
Roger de Coverley” which was my favourite. Mr
Reeves didn’t like my interpretation, I guess I put in
too many steps or more gyrations and probably had
two left feet. I was put on the side lines to watch as the
rest danced to the HMV gramophone pouring forth.
Holly Holly Oak Day was celebrated on 29th May. In
the morning we would carry ash and oak leaves. For
some daft reason the boys would chase and try to
tickle the girl’s legs with holly leaves (or could have
been nettles) but the girls were always too quick and
we never could catch them anyway.

We will publish more of Jacks stories in future issues.
ANDREW FODEN

Garden Services
Z
Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted
Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk
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Lands’ End to Bignall End
For Dan
After 12 months of planning 29 cyclists and
4 support drivers left Bignall End at 4am on
Wednesday the 22nd August for the drive
down to Lands’ End in Cornwall. The aim
was to cycle 408 miles back to Bignall End
to raise money for Dan’s memorial fund
with CRY.
We eventually arrived around noon and
by the time the bikes had been unloaded,
everyone had changed into their sponsored
shirts and the obligatory photograph at the
Lands’ End sign post had been taken it was
2pm before they set off on the first leg to
Newquay.
2 punctures before they’d even left the car
park didn’t bode well for the journey ahead but off
they went. A fall and 2 broken bikes meant that the
arrival into Newquay was a bit staggered but everyone
made it safely. One or two cycling issues were ironed
out over an evening meal and everyone went to bed to
prepare for the longest day of the ride, 104 miles over
Dartmoor to Exeter.
The riders split into 3 groups with staggered start
times and left Newquay by 7:00 am. Lunch was taken
at the Tesco superstore in Tavistock; there was a little
concern as one of the riders took a wrong turn on the
way into the town and was lost for around 20 minutes
but eventually made it for a belated lunch.
The 3rd leg of the day took the riders over Dartmoor
before commencing the last leg of the day which was
to prove to be toughest as there was a big hill on the
route.
By the time the riders reached it they had done
around 90 miles and had been cycling for between 9
and 10 hours but they all made it safely into Exeter for
the overnight stop.
Friday saw the riders embark on a 98 mile stretch
between Exeter and Bath. All was going well apart
from a few minor bike problems until mid-afternoon
when the rain set in with group 3 still a few hours away
from Bath.
The roads quickly became treacherous due to
flooding making it difficult to maintain any speed.
Eventually, 12 hours after they had left Exeter, the last
of the riders made it to Bath, very wet – very cold and
very tired but they made it.
Saturdays route took the riders out of Bath towards
our final overnight stay at the Holiday Inn Droitwich;
this was the day that caught a couple of the riders out
who hadn’t put in the same level of training as the
others.
Having now done around 300 miles they were
beginning to suffer and a couple were forced to finish
the day in the support vehicles. The rain came again
late in the day catching the last 2 groups out on the
road and giving group 3 their second consecutive
soaking.

The plan for the last day was for all 29 riders to meet at
Alsagers Bank and to ride through the village, onto
Halmer End, Miles Green, Audley and Bignall End
before arriving at the Cricket Club, this would give
people the chance to see us and would, we thought, be
a fitting end to the ride. But the weather had other
ideas. The day was forecast to be wet and the weather
man got it spot on.
The first group left Droitwich in the dry but within the
hour the deluge had set in, by the time the last group
left it was raining heavily. The leading group reached
the first food stop outside Wolverhampton and were
really struggling with the conditions, they were cold
and wet.
They took on some food but one of them was suffering
with leg cramps which forced him to sit the next part
of the ride in one of the support vans.
Group 2 arrived and if anything a couple of them
were in a worse state than the first group. They
decided not to stop except to take on water; they
pushed on hoping to find a café or somewhere to get a
hot drink.
Group 3 arrived not long after and also didn’t stop
for too long, it was going to be a long uncomfortable
ride to Eccleshall and then on to home. Group 2
found a roadside Café, when the owner found out
what they were doing she made them a bowl of
porridge and hot drinks which cheered them up and
set them up for the remainder of the ride home.
When we met up with the first group and one of the
support vehicles in Eccleshall it became apparent that
things weren’t going well, riders were huddled up in
the back of the van unable to stop shaking due to the
cold; messages were filtering through of near misses
due to the conditions which were showing no signs of
improving.
It was here that the decision was taken to abandon the
procession through the villages; the message was sent
out for the riders to make their way to the cricket club
as quickly and safely as they could. It wasn’t the
ending we wanted but the most important thing was to
get everyone home safely and it was the right decision
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based on the weather and the condition of some of the
riders. There were still people out in Alsagers Bank
and Audley to give our little group a cheer as we made
our way home.
We were amazed to see so many people waiting for
us as we cycled up Boon Hill towards the cricket club,
the welcome was just brilliant given the conditions;
people stayed and welcomed each of the groups as they
arrived, something which was very much appreciated
by each and everyone.
The day finished with a few well earned beers at the
cricket club where all the riders and support drivers
were presented with a medal to commemorate having
taken part in the event.
On behalf of all the riders and support drivers I would
like to thank everyone who sponsored us or made
donations.
It’s the biggest event we’ve staged since we started
Dan’s memorial fund and the response has been
overwhelming with a total of £18,000 having been
raised at the time of writing this article.

WOOD LANE CRICKET
AND SPORTS CLUB
The MCG, Megacre,
Wood Lane,
Stoke on Trent, ST7 8PA
Tel. 01782 721458
President: Graham Colclough Esq.
Wood Lane Cricket Club has had a very successful
season with David Cooper taking on the captaincy and
leading the 1st team to exceed all expectations. They
finished in 3rd position and at some points of the
season were even pushing for promotion, this gave our
players and our members a fantastic boost.
Our juniors had another great season with both our
U8s and U10s finishing mid table after an enjoyable
season for all involved.
Our Lions enjoyed their summer training and are
looking forward to our Winter indoor training which
will commence in January.
We had the pleasure of hosting a Cricket Skills night at
the Cricket Club for the Halmer End Methodist
Church Monday Club, this was a huge hit and greatly
appreciated by the Church.
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Whilst the bike ride was a huge success in raising
money for Dan’s memorial fund it was just as
important to us that we used it to raise awareness of
CRY.
From Lands End I spoke live to Louise Stones from
BBC Radio Stoke and Robbie Benson from local Radio
station Hitmix 107.5; we provided live updates every
afternoon on The Hitmix and we would like to thank
Robbie and the team for the time and support they
gave us before and during the ride.
Malcom Boyden from BBC Hereford and Worcester
interviewed me on his Friday morning show and on
Saturday I was live on Mollie Green’s show on BBC
West.
Coupled with the coverage in the Sentinel and the
Sunday Mercury in Birmingham means we were able
to get the message out to millions of people so
although it limited my time on the bike it was
important to maximise the opportunity to promote the
work that CRY does..
Dave Hughes

superbly this year with the addition of a Rum bar as
well as the normal real ales, ciders and gins.
The social events for Wood Lane continue throughout
the winter with the Halloween party and the Junior
Christmas Party taking place on Saturday 22nd
December 10am-12pm.
Tickets will become available during November so
please keep your eyes peeled for notifications of this.
Film night is hoping to be revived so please follow us
on social media for dates for the diary.
Looking forward to the upcoming season we welcome
back some familiar faces in Danny Brierley, Richie
Hassall and Adam Williams who will be joining our
Senior Cricket Players in tackling the season ahead.
As a Club, we at Wood Lane Cricket Club would like
to thank all its members and players for their
continued support throughout the year and look
forward to welcoming new members and players
through our doors.
The support of our members and players is paramount
to the success of our club so again thank you.
Anyone wishing to hire the club or facilities or would
like more information on our cricket skills night please
contact the club on 01782 721458.

We are always looking for junior players so if you
would like to play cricket and you are aged between 6
and 15 please contact our Junior Coordinator, Caroline
Jervis on 07930500147
Caroline Jervis
Wood Lane Cricket Club hosted its annual beer festival Welfare Officer/ Junior Coordinator/
Level 2 Coach/ U8’S & U10’S Manager
in October which was a great success and organized
Our social members enjoyed our football and sports
coverage over the summer and we will continue to
show all games on SKY and BT Sport throughout the
winter period.
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Sir Thomas Boughey Academy
As ever, the first half term in school has been a busy
and productive one with the new Year 7 pupils settling
in well.
Already planning ahead, the New Intake Evening, as
held on 18th September, was a huge success with many
students from all years keen and eager to offer their
services to present their school to prospective parents
and pupils alike. Additionally, our first ever ‘open
morning’ also proved to be successful with parents
embracing the opportunity to come and see the school
during a typical working day.

In terms of new activities, we held our very first LAP
‘Morning Tea and Tech’ event. It was lovely to see the
interaction between the students and the more senior
members of our community (many of them former
pupils) over tea and biscuits and help develop their
ICT and technology skills along the way.
LAP Chairperson Jane Lancaster pictured above being
instructed by a student.
On two occasions this term we welcomed ‘manACT’
into school. Firstly, for a dramatic performance to
Years 10 and 11 of the poems the pupils study for their
GCSE English Literature exam and latterly for a
performance of ‘A Christmas Carol.’
The company were incredibly professional and
helped bring the texts to life which enabled the pupils
to deepen their understanding. They also offered some
general revision tips for learning quotations which the
pupils found incredibly helpful.
The Autumn term also sees our annual Harvest
Festival assembly which this year was held on 22nd
October. The pupils, along with Mr Barker, gave a
timely reminder of how fortunate we are. Thank you
to everyone who was kind enough to offer a donation
to school and we sincerely hope that anyone who
received a harvest box enjoyed its contents.
Sir Thomas Boughey Academy’s Greenpower electric
car racing team have had a very busy year. The team
who call themselves STBA Spitfires (in honour of

Reginald Mitchell’s iconic aircraft) consists of 25 Year 7
to 11 students who meet on Wednesday evenings after
school. The students work alongside the Design and
Technology teachers and volunteer professional
engineers to design, build and race electric cars.
This year, the team have built ‘Mitch’, which is based
on a kit originally purchased from Greenpower, and
‘Reggie’ which was built from the ground up last year
but extensively modified this season.
Following on from their success in the Staffordshire/
Stoke on Trent race meeting in the spring, which they
won, in September the team raced at Aintree coming
2nd in race 1, and 3rd in race 2 with ‘Reggie’. They
also raced at Rockingham in heats and in the
International Final where ‘Reggie’ came 15th out of 68
cars.
Competitors came from all over the world including
Poland and China and we are understandably very
proud of the team’s achievements.
Looking forward to next year, the students have
already stripped Mitch of its bodywork and hope to
completely re-design and build it into a lighter,
streamlined and more competitive car.
Meanwhile Reggie will also have the cockpit
modified to make the car lower, and the back will be
moulded in carbon fibre to improve aerodynamics.
The team are also currently designing a totally new
car which they hope to have race-ready in late 2019 or
Spring 2020 and they are seeking sponsorship to fund
materials and parts.
If you are in a position to help us with this, please
contact Mr Potts at school. His email is: W.Potts@stb.
academy. Any help would be greatly appreciated.
At the time of writing, we are looking forward to one
of the most eagerly anticipated events of the school
year – the LAP Christmas party.
We look forward to sharing some photos with you in
the New Year.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you
that our annual Year 7 Christmas Production is to be
held on Tuesday 11th December at 9.15 am.
Please feel free to come along and support this event
– it would be lovely to see the school hall full.
Have a Very Merry Christmas.
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AUDLEY THEATRE

As we look forward to our golden
Anniversary of Audley Theatre and celebrate
the achievement of 50 years of bringing
entertainment to our community, we thought
we’d take you back for a moment to where it
all started.
Here is a lovely old photograph of
members of Audley Theatre getting the
theatre ready for its opening in 1969. 50
years on, 5 of that original team are still with
us, I’m pleased to say. We are missing two
names but those we know are:On the roof, from left to right –
Unknown, John Inks, Bryan Williams,
Cyril Harrison, on the ladder,
Floor level - Harold Burgess, Reg Johnson,
Bill Bromley, Margaret Williams, Pauline Johnson,
unknown, Ann Heath and Valda Poole.
If you can shed any light on our mystery two, please
get in touch with us as we are planning to include it in
our 50th Anniversary Commemorative Programme
that is being printed early in January.
The programme will go on sale at our pantomime in
January, and will be available throughout our
anniversary year, subject to demand. We will also be
selling pin badges and hope that both these items and
local sponsorship will help fund raise for the theatre
and the events we have planned for our special year.
Our actual anniversary date is Monday 15th April
2019, and we will celebrate that with an Open Day at
the theatre on Saturday 13th April 2019 (the closest
weekend). We are hoping this day will be fun and
informative with a walk down Memory Lane and a
look into the future of the theatre. As more events are
finalised we shall keep you up to date with what we
have planned - watch this space!
Have no fear though, we are kicking off our big year
with what we do best, Panto!
Wendy Brough, who wrote and directed the last
three pantomimes is currently (as of October 25th)
writing 2019’s show and it promises to be even more

fun than the last. No pressure, Wendy!
The following is from Wendy, to tell you a little
about the panto. Oh, yes it is. (it had to be said).
How times flies. Can you believe it’s nearly panto time
again?
When writing this year’s pantomime, I had the 50th
Anniversary of the opening of the theatre, well and
truly in my mind.
I wanted as many people who were available to be
involved in it with the emphasis on fun and
celebration!
So, this year the pantomime is:-Allie the Barber and
the 50 years!
Yes, Allie is a female barber who has worked in
Fairytale Valley for 50 years! Fairytale Valley is a place
where characters end up when they don’t quite get
their happy ever after.
With lots of colourful, crazy characters, modern
music and lots of audience participation. Why not get
your party outfits on and help us to start our 50th year
with a bang Come and join in the fun!
Performance Dates :- Wednesday 23rd - Saturday
26th January 2019 and Wednesday 30th January Saturday 2nd February 2019
Box office opens - Saturday 1st December 2018
Writer and Director - Wendy Brough.

Audley Scouts have had a terrific start to the new term.
The Scouts recently went on a camp to Teds Campsite
at Sheriffhales which is a super campsite.
From there we had a visit to RAF Cosford and
enjoyed working towards the Air Researcher badge.
The whole group has also been doing work on the
Astronomers / Space badges, going out to try to
identify the constellations and understanding the
scientific terminology.
The Cubs and Beavers have both been to Trentham
to do bell boating, great fun with several of the leaders
getting wet.
The Group continues its work in the community
supporting Audley in Purple as well as being presented
with an award from The Parish Council for the work
that the young people have done in the village over the
past twelve months.

Looking forward we will be part of the
Remembrance Day parade and have a super idea for
the St James Church Christmas Tree.

AUDLEY 77th SCOUTS
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WHATS ON IN THE PARISH

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

audleyallotments@gmail.com

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

HORSLEYS

Potteries Building
Supplies

H O RT I C U LT U R A L & D O M E S T I C H A R D W A R E

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

MERRY�
CHRISTMAS

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED ALL
UNDER ONE ROOF
INCLUDING A WHOLE
RANGE OF GIFT IDEAS
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ADVERTS

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS BETTER
SCREENED TOPSOIL CHEAPER
BARK CHIPPINGS
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

LOGS, COAL &
STICKS FOR SALE

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY. TEL: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

LE
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07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

RI
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M

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

ED
SE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227
Brochures & Samples available
84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

AVAILABLE
S
E
T
T
E
R
A
IC CIG
ELECTRON
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Printers Ltd Festival Park Festival Way ST1 5TH. 01782 202440

