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Local ‘Sparks’ Fire and Ice Challenge 

Martin Thomas, local parish Electrician and performer with the Audley 
Theatre, can be seen above during his epic charitable journey up Mt. 
McKinley in North America.  Read his hazardous story inside on page 11. 

Successful bid by Newsletter for LMIS grant.   
Audley Community News is most grateful to  

Staffordshire County Council and County Councillor 
Edward Boden for their recent granting of funds to  

purchase much needed equipment, which will help them 
to continue producing the Audley Community News.  



Beware Email scam. 
 

There is a computer virus going around at the moment.  Emails  
appear to come from UPS with an invoice number saying that they 
have failed to deliver your parcel.  They then ask you to open and 
print an attachment which contains the virus and it infects your  
computer.  NEVER open attachments in emails unless you know 
the sender or are expecting the mail.  Dawn Dobson. 



Dear Readers 
 

I must say that the past few months have brought to me some wonderful surprises. 
The first of my surprises happened when I was told in May 2008, that I had been nominated by Lee Moss of The Children of 
Audley Residents Association, for a Sentinel Our Heroes Award, in the Good Neighbours category.  I’m quite sure there 
are many more people out there who do lots of voluntary work and deserve these awards more than I do.  Audley should be 
proud of its unseen heroes, our village would be a sad place without these dedicated people who think only of others. 
It would be unfair for me to name just a few as I do not know every organisation, but there must be hundreds of local people 
who give their free time to make our village a better place.  Thank you Lee for the nomination.  I hope that the hard work you 
and your committee at The Children of Audley Residents Association do fulfils your dreams of building your new recreation 
area in Wereton. 
 

I continue with more good news for the Audley Community News: we were informed, in May, that we have been successful 
with an application for a Local Member Initiative Scheme Award from Staffordshire County Council.  We wish to thank our 
local County Councillor, Edward Boden, for his help to enable the Newsletter to obtaining this award.  The money allocated to 
the Newsletter by Staffordshire County Council will provide us with much needed equipment, which will hopefully help us to 
produce a better magazine. 
The Local Members Initiative Awards is funding provided by Staffordshire County Council, then allocated to local County 
Councillors to assist local organisations, clubs and individuals throughout the area who require funding for their project.  If you 
wish to apply for a grant, please contact your local County Councillor, or you can go on line to Staffs County Council and 
download an application form and then post this on to your local County Councillor. 
The Newsletter Team hopes that you enjoy your September issue and would welcome your comments.  Ernie Editor. 

Audley Brass Update 
 

Audley Brass is now enjoying the use of their new band room in Dean Hollow.  The project took much longer than was first 
anticipated but thanks to the tremendous support we received from St. James’s Church and Audley Theatre in providing us 
with rehearsal facilities, we were able to continue to function throughout the disruption. 
 

The band room project has been a wonderful example of community effort and support.  Our neighbours in Dean Hollow 
have been extremely patient and supportive and the Male Voice Choir and Audley Rotary Club have been supportive both  
financially and practically.  These days we hear and read a lot about communities breaking up, this project has been the  
absolute opposite and is a credit to the village! 
 

Our new Musical Director Shaun Farrington is young, enthusiastic and extremely talented and we are already feeling the 
benefit.  His approach is fair but firm and he knows what he wants from the band, a real breath of fresh air! 
 

We have had a busy summer concert programme, playing at Leek bandstand, Congleton Park, The Dorothy Clive Gardens, 
Staffordshire University Graduation Celebrations and a joint concert with the Male Voice choir at Wolstanton Methodist 
Church.  Autumn looks equally busy with the run up to Christmas always a heavy period. 
 

With all the disruption there have been inevitable casualties, many of whom have moved on to local Championship bands 
and the band is currently looking for new recruits in the local area.  If you play, or have ever played a brass instrument, feel 
free to contact Shaun on 07701017501, or come down to the band room any Friday or Sunday between 7.30 and 9.30.  If 
you have never played a brass instrument, it’s never too late to learn.  Our Training Band under the direction of Chris  
Neufeld, rehearses each Wednesday from 7.30 to 9pm.  For £1 a week (50p for children) you will be loaned an instrument 
and receive tuition.  Our latest recruits Harry and Patrick (trombone) and Sam (trumpet) seem to be enjoying themselves  
immensely and are already making progress on their chosen instruments. 
 

To keep up to date with the goings on at Audley Brass visit our website on www.audleybrass.co.uk.  There you will find  
contact details and read the latest news about the Audley Brass Band. 

Stan Taylor-Reading Award. 
 

Crackley Bank School, Chesterton, have introduced a new student award to their annual Award Celebrations.  This year they 
have introduced for their Reception Class, The Stan Taylor Award for reading.  This is in memory of the late Stan Taylor of 
Audley.  He was a volunteer at the school and was so passionate about helping the children of the school to read.  The award 
will be a book token and a shield, on which the wining student’s name will be recorded.  On Friday July 11th 2008, Stan’s two 
daughters presented the 2008 winner with their award.  
Mrs Taylor and her family wish to take this opportunity to thank the school for this lovely tribute. 

http://www.audleybrass.co.uk/�


Dean Hollow Traffic.  (Access Only issue 20) 
Dear Editor. 
 

Please note that Dean Hollow is NOT a through road and hasn’t 
been for thirty years.  It is an “Access Only” road which means 
that Dean Hollow residents or visitors to Dean Hollow are the 
only people legally allowed to use this road.  If you break the 
law you may receive a fine and points on your license.  There 
have already been prosecutions and a number of drivers  
cautioned.  Dean Hollow will soon become, in addition to  
Access Only, a One Way Road, but this only defects the  
people legally allowed to use the road. 

Hello Editor 
Firstly, let me thank you very much for the June issue of the Audley Community News, as always we all enjoyed the read. 
 

However there was one article that I especially took note of and that was the one about the Halmer End Institute. 
Before we came to live in Bignall End we lived for a time in Halmer End and that was a very enjoyable time for us, apart from 
the period that we endured the Open Cast Mining with its daily blasting & shaking of people’s homes.  That’s where the story 
begins:- 
 

Halmer End woods as you are well aware, varied from flat land to rugged terrain and despite the remnants of past mining  
history was a great place to roam.  When the mining authorities arrived to tell us that the area was subject to open cast  
mining we were promised a number of facilities that would be provided once the mining was finished.  I understand that the 
well respected Roy Gilbert spent a lot of time & effort on behalf of the village and the Halmer End Football team in which he 
had a keen interest.  Roy requested that the Borough Councillors negotiate with the mining company for the institute to be 
either modernised or demolished and rebuilt.  All they actually wanted & deserved were changing areas and showers that 
were fit for purpose.  Even 25 years ago, the building was far from suitable and needed modernising. 
Considering the millions of pounds that the mining company would make from extraction of coal, even a figure of £100,000 
then would have provided a splendid building with hire facilities for any function the local community or individuals required it 
for. 
Considering its enviable location, with far reaching views towards Wales it would have certainly been “fit for purpose” and 
what the village  deserved, after the disruption caused by the mining.  I am reliably informed that when open cast mining took 
place in Tyneside, the local villages were well rewarded for their patience and given sports & leisure facilities that were  
second to none. 
 

What did the village actually end up with? 
Answer:- a lake surrounded by a lunar landscape with the sub soil so poor, that  if you walked around it  your feet sank into 
the mud, with a number of trees and park benches added. 
 

As for the Institute building, well Councillor Edward Boden should not be surprised with the reaction to his comments  
regarding the loss of the lottery funding, because Halmer End were let down big style by the Borough Council and the mining 
companies got away scot free.  The situation should never have got to this stage in the first place.  I am sure I am not the only 
ex resident or resident to feel strongly about this.     Regards Paul Eyres &  family.   

To the Ex Opencast Committee Great Oak. 
Dear Editor.  
A number of years ago I attended a meeting at the Audley  
Workingmen's Club, objecting to the proposed open cast mining in 
the Great Oak area.  At this meeting I produced maps of the coal 
seams of Bignall End and the outline district.  Those maps were then 
loaned to the Opencast Committee.  Unfortunately these maps have 
never been returned to me.  I wish to make an appeal to the former 
committee to return these maps to me, as they belonged to my father. 
My name and address are on the reverse side of the maps. 
If any of the readers can help in me tracking down my property, 
I would be most grateful. 
To contact me Mr B Peers:  Tel. 01782 722103. 1 Wedgwood 
Avenue Wood Lane SoT Staffs.  

Dear Editor 
In his book, “A History of Bignall End Cricket Club”, the 
late Arthur Burgess gave details of an amateur dramatic 
society called the “Un-named Society”.  They performed at 
the Miners Welfare Institute at Bignall End Cricket Club’s 
ground in Boon Hill, between the years 1946 and 1953.  I 
know that the society was formed by John R. Jones before 
its move to Boon Hill.  Dennis Cornes has suggested that 
its roots were at Vernon Place Chapel in Wereton Road, 
Audley.  Can anyone confirm this?  Do any readers  
possess other information, including photographs,  
additional to that which appears in the above named 
book?  Were you a member of the society?  If enough  
information is  forthcoming, an article could be written 
about the society. 
Another society, “The Hall Players”, existed from 1955 
until 1968, performing in the old Market Hall (now the 
Boughey Hall) in Audley.  In 1968 they became the Audley 
Players following their move to Audley Theatre in Hall 
Street.  I wish to contact anyone who was a member of 
“The Hall Players” with a view to writing an article,  
following on from my article about “The St James  
Players” in Audley Historian no. 11. 
Please contact the editor with any information, or contact 
me directly if you know me. 
Clive Millington 

Readers Letters. 



Readers Letters. 
Dear Editor. 

Thank you and your team for the 
latest edition of the Audley  
Community News.  Once again it 
contained lots of interesting  
articles, but sadly a notice of the 
recent death of Jim Shuker. 
Although I didn’t know Jim  
personally I remember him being 
in a production of ‘The Corn Is 
Free’ which was produced by the 
late Marion Platt in the 1940’s. 
It was staged in the little school 
opposite the church in Audley. 

My brother Harvey was also in the production and I 
enclose a photograph of Jim ( at the front) with my brother 
directly behind him.  The two other people in the picture 
are Reg Proctor & Clive Harrison and I hope it will be of 
interest to some of your readers. 
 

It was nice to see the photograph of ‘The Kiss’ with Hilda 
Howell (nee Lewis) and her brother Frank in the last  
issue.  Hilda who was a very good friend of mine lived at 
number 8 Church Street Audley and was our next door 
neighbour . 
I now look forward to the next issue of your magazine. 

Yours faithfully  
Betty Cope (nee Austin).   

Dear Editor. 
                   Congratulations on a fine production of issue 20 of 
the Audley Community News.  The photograph of the Halmer 
End Football team of 1932-33 which I sent to you was so clear 
it could have been taken this year.   
I would like to know how many members of the team are still 
around and if so ,I would love to hear from them.   
I know that the following members have died : Fred  
Bailey, Alf Viggars and Amos Heywood. 
Recently I was informed that Ted Rowley is now in a  
retirement home Nr Longport and Alf Rowley is still alive & 
kicking in Alsagers Bank. 
If you wish to contact me please contact the Editor of the 
magazine, who will pass on your details. 
 

Best wishes Les Lee Newcastle. 

Email 
Dear Editor 
For many years our family has been searching for a 
photograph of Albert Cornes playing for the Halmer End 
Cricket Club and lo and behold in issue 16 of the Audley 
Community News there it was.  It was originally hanging 
in one of the Audley Pubs and my mother always wanted 
to get an copy.  The publican at the time said it may have 
been the property of the brewery. 
Anyway, since starting my family tree and getting more 
involved with my ancestry I have been searching for all 
types of photographs to show how my family lived and 
worked in Halmer End & Audley. 
So my heartfelt thanks goes out to the bulletin for  
publishing the long lost photograph.  My mother was  
absolutely thrilled that I have tracked down the picture, 
as Albert Cornes was her father.  I also noted with  
interest the local stories of what life was like in the  
villages in the 1930s, as part of my Family Tree I am 
capturing Mum’s memories of her life in Halmer End, 
Scot Hay and Audley. 
So once again to everyone at the Audley Community 
News, thank you and I found it on the internet half way 
around the world here in Sydney Australia. 
 

Kind regards:  Christine Sumbak Australia 

Dear Editor 
Many of your readers are like me – no longer residents of 
Audley, but always delighted to read of village events, both 
past and present. 
My late father, Arthur Roberts, spent most of his life in the 
parish of Audley but then moved to Leek and he really looked 
forward to reading your magazine.  We were delighted to see 
him in the photograph of the Audley Council School football 
team 1927-1928, featured in your June 2008 edition. 
 
My dad is the one holding the shield on the right.  He used to 
say that in those days you were happy if you had two football 
boots, matched or unmatched and if they were too big you 
stuffed old socks in the toes of the shoe. 
The late Percy Fryer is standing directly behind my father.  
They worked together at Metallic Tileries and both lived to be 
92. 
My father also enjoyed playing in the local “knock out” cricket 
competitions at the Audley and Bignall End grounds.  At one 
stage he played for the well known (at the time) Richardson 
farmers’ team.  His brother, Norman, played for Bignall End. 
Thank you for the enjoyment that your magazine brings and 
thank you to Jill Washington, who always passes on a copy to 
us.       
 Regards Wendy Rowley (nee Roberts).    Leek 

Dear Editor 
As a child I attended the Ravens Lane Junior School.  My 
grandfather, Thomas Brown lived at 6 Church Street Audley 
and owned a smallholding in New Road.  He was the owner of 
a horse-drawn coach and could often be seen conveying the 
Vicar and Dr Vernon around the Parish.  
As a child I was a regular visitor of ‘the pictures’, in Hall 
Street Audley.  I recall one particular film at the time called 
’The Wicked Lady’ starring Margaret Lockwood and James 
Mason the highway man.  After seeing the film, myself and 
Barbara Heath (now Jones) decided to play out the film in the 
local fields, me being the Highwayman, Barbara being the 
victim.  I’m not sure if she recalls this event, but the memory 
will stay with me all my life.  Happy memories of my childhood. 
Please keep up the good  work which you do. 
 

Kind regards  Nell Brayford  Doncaster   



Audley & District Family History Society 

Audley Parish in the 1930’s 
 
The shops in Halmer End were in High Street and Heathcote Road and included at least one butcher, 
confectioner, stationer, cycle dealer, radio dealer, shoemaker, boot & shoe repairer, fruiterer, greengrocer, 
tobacconist, hairdresser, post office, and public house, plus a Co-op store situated at the bottom of Alsagers 
Bank.  The first photo shows the lower part of the High Street with Wesley Place and Richardson’s shop 
immediate left.  The second photo shows the upper part of High Street with Riley’s shop on the right.  Few 
adverts exist for this period. 



Alsagers Bank had a grocer, butcher, boot dealer, draper, builder, shoe repairer, post office, public houses, and 
several other shops, again lacking description.  The photo shows the centre of High Street. 

Wood Lane had a Co-op, greengrocer, fried fish dealer, grocer, butcher, draper, beer retailer, and post office. 

Miles Green had a butcher, clog maker, fried fish dealer, newsagent, coal dealer, public house, and several other 
shops which lack description in trade directories. 

The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members.  All are welcome. 
Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month 

Talks 7.30-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November  
Research 7-9pm on the first Friday in February, April, June, August, October and December 

Enquiries Tel: 01782 720495 E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 

Visit the website for “The Changing Face” series of articles on Alsagers Bank, Audley & Halmer End 



Audley Home Guard 1942 
 
In May 1940, when the British Army had 
been evacuated from Dunkirk, it was 
thought that the Germans would quickly 
follow up with an invasion of Britain.  
The British Government asked for  
volunteers to form a civilian defence 
force and by the end of June over one 
million men had volunteered to join.  
The parish of Audley was no exception 
and therefore a unit was formed under 
the command of Mr Barber, the then  
headmaster of Ravens Lane School, 
with the backing of several veterans of 
the first world war against the Germans, 
only twenty two years previously. 
 

The photograph shows the Audley 
Home Guard marching into Audley at  

Halmer End Home Guard During World War Two 1940’s: 
Back Row:  Ernest Phillips, Harold Dean, Ernest Scott, Isaac Downing, Harry Whitmore, Cliff Sinclair, Wilf Moores. 
 

Mid Row: Lawrence Dean, Colin Bateman, Albert Whitehurst, Clarence Cornes, Harvey Challinor, William Thomas Sumnall, 
William Haywood, Clem Sumnall. 
 

Front row:  Tom Adams, Amos Haywood (Corpral) Harry Cooper, Albert Wemyss, (Lieut), Edward Riley (Capt), Albert  
Sylvester (Sgt), Harold Bailey, Colin Norcup.  This picture was taken on the land which is now the Halmer End bowling green. 

the top of New Road—rifles at the slope and ’Eyes Right’, could be either 1941-1942.  Front left, Sgt Charlie Flamank, who 
had been wounded in WW1, F/centre Mr ? Darlington, who died on home guard duty a few months later.  Others visible in the 
ranks are: Jack Platt, Henry Walker, Jack Aldridge, Tom Smith, Norman Platt, Edgar Darlington, (Sgts’ son) Selwyn Philips 
and Harvey Johnson.  It is thought Miss Mottram, a Ravens Lane school teacher was standing on the Church Bank side. 



Audley Scout Leader Gains National Award 
 
Robert Plant joined the 77th Audley Scout group on the 1st  
January 1979, having been involved in Scouting since 1950. 
 

The Scout Section of the Group had been dormant for a  
number of years when Barry Austin realised that the Audley 
Cub Pack, which was then being led by the late Arthur  
Warham, had several members who were approaching Scout 
age.  For them to move on to the Scout Section, they would 
have to transfer to the Scout groups at Chesterton, Silverdale 
or even Newcastle. 
 

Barry Austin discovered that Terry Lovell had been a scout in 
the past and that Robert Plant had a long involvement with 
Scouting.  He asked if Terry and Robert would be willing to 
help out for a “few weeks” to get the Scout Section reformed.  
The “few weeks” for Terry lasted 24 years and for Robert 
until July 2007, even then Robert didn’t manage to escape  
Scouting as he was appointed Group Treasurer. 

 

Robert initially joined the Audley Scout Group as a helper in 
the Scout Section.  After a few months he became an  
Assistant Scout Leader helping Barry Austin to run the Scout 
Section along with Terry Lovell.  When Barry had to resign as 
Scout Leader, Robert took over Barry’s role and was shortly  
appointed Scouter in charge of the Group.  Gaynor Wright 
joined the Group as a Scout Leader and took over the troop,  
at which time Robert became Group Scout Leader, a position 
he held until his retirement in 2007. 
 

In addition to his Group work, Robert has worked as a  
District Training Advisor for new leaders in the Newcastle 
Scout District.  He was also District International Advisor for 
Scouts wishing to travel, or have contact with Scouts abroad 
and as auditor for the Newcastle Scout District accounts. 

 

He has been the Staffordshire County Scout Treasurer for 
three International Friendship Camps that have been held at  
Kibblestone International Scout Camp at Stone.  In addition  
he has been in charge of finances for the Staffordshire  
Contingent of Scouts attending World Scout Jamborees in 
Canada, Australia, Holland and Korea. 

 
Robert was an Assistant 
Leader of the Staffordshire 
Contingent attending the 
World Scout Jamboree at 
Kananaskis County in Alberta, 
Canada, which included Alex 
Mayer and Andrew Plant from 
the Audley Scout Group. 
 

Four years later in 1998, 
Robert was invited to lead the 
Staffordshire Contingent of 
Scouts attending the World 
Scout Jamboree in Australia.  This was a joint contingent 
with Derbyshire and West Mercia. 
When the Dutch Scout Association celebrated 75 years of 
Scouting in Holland, Robert took 12 members of the Audley 
Scout Group to the celebration camp in Appledorn.  It was 
known beforehand that the Audley Scouts were twinned with 
a Dutch Scout Group.  It came as quite a shock when they  
arrived to discover that the Dutch Troop were an all girl 
troop!!! 
 

Robert has also served on the Newcastle District Council  
Executive Committee, the Staffordshire County Scout  
International Committee and the Midland Region Scout  
Jamboree Home Hospitality Committee.  
 

In 1993 he was awarded the Chief Scouts Commendation for 
Good Service.  This was followed in 1998 by the Medal of 
Merit.  In 2004 he received the Chief Scout’s 25 Years  
Service Award and on St George’s Day this year, The Silver 
Acorn for distinguished service to Scouting over many years. 

 

The Scout Association has previously acknowledged the 
work of the Audley Scouters by awarding Chief Scouts  
Commendation for Good Service to several leaders, The 
Medal of Merit to three ex-leaders and the Silver Acorn to the 
late Arthur Warham, for over 50 years of service to the Scout 
Group in Audley. 

Audley & District 
Probus Club 

 

The Probus club meets every third Friday  in the month except July and August but this may change. 
This year sees Don Caton as our new President with the able assistance of Maurice Downs as Vice President. 
We are a non fundraising, non sectarian organisation who welcomes business and professionals people over the 
age of 55. 
We enjoyed an excellent meal at the Butchers Arms, conversing with likeminded companions and listening to an 
interesting speaker. 
Forthcoming speakers subjects include Castro’s Cuba, The Railway Children and a talk from The Audley  
History Society. 
We have recently welcomed two new members into the club and look forward to continuing this trend. 
Try us, we are so confident that you will enjoy the experience that the first meal is free. 
Contact details Tel : 01782 723139  Hon . Secretary Chris Symonds.  



Food for thought 

Braised Pork with Fennel 
 

Are you trying to eat healthily then try this tasty low fat 
recipe.  
 

450g/1lb pork tenderloin cut into chunks 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 large onion chopped 
2 cloves of crushed garlic (optional) 
2 400g/14ozs chopped tomatoes 
2 tablespoons tomato puree 
½ teaspoon caster sugar 
300ml/½pint vegetable stock 
1 large bulb of fennel sliced 
Grated rind of 1 lemon 
A little chopped parsley, Salt and pepper. 
 

Brown the pork on all sides in 1 teaspoon of the oil, you 
may have to do this in batches.  Remove from the pan and 
set aside.  Add the remaining oil and the onion and cook 
over a low heat for 5 minutes until soft. 
Stir in the garlic, tomatoes, tomato puree, sugar, stock and 
the pork.  Season with salt and pepper and bring to the 
boil. 
 

Add the fennel slices, making sure they are below the  
surface of the sauce.  Lower the heat and simmer for 
approx. 35minutes until the meat and fennel are tender. 
Stir in the lemon rind and chopped parsley. 
Serve with rice or couscous. 

Raspberry and Strawberry Oaties 
 

225g/8oz Self Raising Flour 
Pinch of Salt 
175g/6¼oz sunflower margarine  
plus extra for greasing. 
175g/6¼oz Rolled Oats 
175g/6¼oz Caster Sugar 
300g/10½oz fresh raspberries and strawberries 
 

Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/Gas Mark 5. 
Grease a swiss roll tin well. 
Mix the flour and salt together and roughly rub 
in the margarine.  Add the oats and the sugar to 
the flour mixture and combine together using 
your hands.  It should be a thick and doughy 
texture. 
Press half of the oat mixture into the prepared 
swiss roll tin.  Place the raspberries and the 
strawberries on top, pressing them down 
slightly so it releases the juices from the fruit. 
Cover with the remaining oat mixture and press 
down firmly. 
Bake for 20-25 minutes until golden brown.   
Leave to cool for about 10 minutes, then cut 
into squares and serve. 

Autumn Fruit Relish 
 

15ml/1 tablespoon oil 
1 red onion peeled and finely sliced 
1 clove garlic 
1 chilli, deseeded and finely sliced 
100g/4oz soft brown sugar 
75ml/5tablespoon red wine vinegar 
1 eating apple, peeled, cored and chopped 
1 large cooking apple, peeled cored and chopped 
100g/4oz blackberries 
5ml/1 teaspoon ground allspice 
 

Heat the oil in a heavy based saucepan.  Add the  
onion and cook slowly for 8-10minutes until they are 
softened and have started to brown. 
Add the garlic, chilli, soft brown sugar and red wine 
vinegar.  Cook for approximately 5 minutes until all 
the sugar has dissolved. 
Add the eating apple, cooking apple, blackberries 
and the allspice and stir well together. 
Cover the pan and cook on a low heat until the  
apples are cooked, approximately 10minutes. 
Remove from the heat and pour into a jar and seal.  
It will keep in the fridge for a week or so. 

Honey and Mustard Corn on the Cob 
 

4 corn cobs  
30ml/2 tablespoons coarse grain  
mustard 
30ml/2 tablespoon clear honey 
15ml/1 tablespoon sunflower oil 
 

Remove the husk from the corn cobs.  Place in a 
large pan of boiling water.  Boil for 5 minutes, then 
remove from the pan and drain. 
Mix together the honey, mustard and oil.  With a 
sharp knife make slits along the cob.  Brush the 
honey and mustard marinade over the corn and into 
the slits, so that the flavour penetrates the corn. 
Wrap in a loose foil parcel and tightly seal the 
edges.  Barbecue for approx. 10 minutes. 
If you prefer, place the parcels on a baking tray and 
bake in a preheated oven 200C/400F/Gas Mark 6 
for approx. 20 minutes. 
To serve pour over any remaining marinade. 

Can anyone help me? 
For many years, I have tried in vain when making a Cherry 
Cake, to get the Cherries not to sink to the bottom of the 
cake.  I have tried many methods which have all been in 
vain, the last was to coat the cherries in flour but when my 
cake is baked 98 percent of the cherries lay at the bottom 
of the cake.  Please, please help me and send your  
answers to the Editor.  Thank you.  



Local ‘Sparks’ Fire and Ice Challenge. 
 

Martin Thomas, local Electrician and performer with the 
Audley Theatre, has just returned from an epic expedition to 
the highest mountain in North America.  The climb which  
almost ended in disaster was organised as a fund raising 
event for the Fire Service Benevolent Fund.  Here Martin 
recalls the highs and lows of the two week expedition in the 
arctic wilderness, cut off from the outside world. 
 

As you may or may not know I have just returned from my 
journey to Mt McKinley or Denali (the big one) as the native  
Indians call it, high in the Alaskan Tundra.  The team of six 
Staffordshire Fire fighters, five Royal Marines and six  
civilians attempted to climb this 20,300ft Giant.  The  
expedition started well, with a 60 mile flight in a four seated 
light aircraft, landing with a bump and a skid onto the glacier 
at 7,000ft.  After packing our Pulks (sledges) with a 100lb 
worth of equipment and rucksacks with 60lb of food, we set 
off onto the Kahiltan Glacier, descending initially the 1,000ft 
heartbreak hill, (we found out why it was so called on our 
way back!). 
Then, with the blistering sun bouncing off the glacial snow we 
ascended to the first camp at 8,900ft.  But because of the 
high winds that can ravage this part of the world , all the tents 
were dug into the snow to stop them blowing away.  Only 
then could we melt the ice and snow to make drinks and  
prepare food. 
 

The next three days were spent skiing / climbing up to 
11,000ft in a mixture of conditions, all members of the team 
roped together to avoid falling into the deep exposed  
crevasses of the glacier.  Then, when an unexpected storm 
hit us over night the tents were buried in four feet of  
powdered snow.  Due to the whiteout conditions we were 
then tent bound for the day until the storm passed.  The next 
day we continued upwards, but now we were wearing  
crampons as conditions under foot were most dangerous.  
We then ascended to a place called Motorcycle Hill, then on 
past Squirrel Point, through Windy Corner to a place where 
we were able to deposit a cache of food and equipment.  At 
13,500ft the weather was perfect and in the cold clear arctic 
air we could see for over a hundred miles.  The rest of the  
mountain now came into view, with Mounts Foraker and 
Hunter standing proud in the foreground exposing their 
craggy, rough and wind swept exterior, appearing almost 
close enough to touch.  That night we returned to 11,000ft to 
rest, only to return the following day to continue on to the 
advanced base camp at 14,200ft.  This was an established 
camp with a medical tent, toilets and a volunteer mountain 
rescue team who were to be kept busy in the days to come. 
 

After retrieving our cache of food and equipment the 
following day, we had some spare time, so under the  
guidance of Andy Topham, my brother in law and   
expedition leader, King Arthur's Table was dug into the  
glacial floor.  This was a circular table with spaces to sit the 
whole expedition party of 17, including some invited guests.   

 
 
The only proviso being anyone sitting at the table had to 
bring an ice axe and have it placed on the table before them, 
all pointing into the centre of the table.   
Several Ice sculptures were constructed depicting aspects of 
our lives causing great interest and amusement to the rest of 
the camp members. 
 

We were then back up the mountain the following day to  
deposit another cache, which included tents and food, this 
was at a height of 16,500ft.  This was perhaps the most  
challenging part of the accent.  We were using fixed ropes on 
a mile Headwall with up to an 80 degrees angle slow climb, 
in oxygen starved conditions causing our hearts to pound 
and our breathing to labour.  However, from the top of the 
ridge the whole of the Alaskan tundra lay before us in the 
valley below with lesser peaks spread out in all directions. 
 

To be in a place of such beauty and majesty is an  
honour and privilege.   
Although I had been to this altitude before, I never cease to 
be inspired by the magnitude and perfection of these high 
wilderness places.  To see the sun shining even though it 
was bitterly cold and tiny ice crystals hanging like fairy dust in 
the air, it was a sight to behold me for the rest of my life.  
Returning to camp that night saw a change in the weather 
and the planned rest day turned into five days as gale force 
winds of 110mph battered the mountain.  The spin drift  
buried the tents, the temperature plummeted to -30C and the 
mountain rescue team issued severe warnings about  
ascending further.  Some teams at camp ignored the  
warnings and proceeded further, we later found out that two 
Chinese climbers had lost their lives.  A Spanish climber had 
to have several toes amputated due to frost bite and a  
German climber had not returned to camp, feared lost.  The  
recklessness of these people put other people’s lives at risk. 
Reluctantly we had to descended as time was now against 
us but far from being a disaster ( which it could have been if 
we had proceeded) the experience gained by all of the team 
members is one we will cherish and remember for ever. 
Spending only a short time in such a spiritually inspiring 
place touches the heart and enriches anyone's life that has  
experienced it.  Will I return?  Who knows!  One thing is 
certain I have never experienced such horrendous weather 
and my respect for high mountains and what mother nature 
can do, has been renewed.  
 

If you would like to know more about this climb please go to 
Staffordshire Fire Service web site and follow the Fire and 
Ice link.    

Donations can be made through me.  Please send them to 
my address below: 
 

Martin Thomas.  
Meadowside Cottage, Eardley End Road Bignall End 

Staffs ST7 8NA.  
 (cheque made to Staffordshire fire charities)             





Barbara Wilson (nee Holland) 

Sadly after a long battle with illness, Barbara Wilson 
aged 64 years, of Meadowside Avenue Audley, 
passed away on the 29th May 2008. 
Barbara leaves devoted husband Vic, loving  
daughter Melanie, son-in-law Andy and much loved 
granddaughter Bethany.  This lovely lady will be so 
sadly missed by brother Bernard, sister Pauline and 
so many friends & family who will always remember 
her loving smile. 
Barbara, had lived all her life in the Audley Parish, 
born at No 7 Church Street, then as a five year old 
moved to No 1 Meadowside, finally moving next 
door to No 3 with her marriage to Vic in 1969. 
The funeral was held on the 9th June 2008. 
To Vic and all who knew Barbara we send our 
condolences for your sad loss. 

Mrs Vera Sturge 
On the 29th of May 2008 at the City General Hospital, Vera Sturge 
aged 82 sadly passed away. 
Vera was born in Hope Street Bignall End, then moved to Chapel 
Street where she lived until she married her late husband Kenneth.  
After their marriage they moved to Vernon Avenue Audley, but sadly 
Kenneth passed away at the age of 47, 39 years ago. 
Vera was blessed with eight children, John, Allan, Dianne, David,  
Malcolm, Marilyn, Wendy and Gary.  Sadly she lost David at the age 
of 18 months followed by husband Ken.  Sadness followed with the 
death of granddaughter Emily aged 6 in 2000 who was the daughter 
of Wendy and Ken.  Then 5 years later Vera lost her eldest daughter  
Dianne. 
Kenneth, Vera’s husband, was a well known road haulage man  
owning his own commercial vehicles and after his death the business 
continued with Vera as a director until she eventually retired in 2000.  
The funeral was held on the 13th June 2008 in St James Church 
Audley, this was then followed by cremation at the Bradwell  
Crematorium where Vera was laid to rest with late husband Kenneth. 
All donations were divided between the Douglas Macmillan Hospice 
and the Donna Louis Trust.   God bless and keep you.   

Philip Anthony Nicklin 

On the 5th July 2008 aged 52, Philip Nicklin of Moat 
Lane Audley sadly passed away. Philip leaves  
loving wife Sandra, son Rob and daughters Sarah & 
Haley.  During the 1980’s-90’s, Philip was the man 
responsible for the running of Wood Lane Lads & 
Dads football teams.  The funeral was held at St 
James Church Audley on the July 17th 2008. 
Our thoughts are with you at this very sad time. 

George Smith 
 

George Smith, aged 73, died peacefully on the 4th of July 2008. 
George, of Underwood Road Silverdale, was the beloved husband of 
Doreen and they had shared 49 years in a very blessed marriage. 
He was the devoted father to Mandy, Jane & Claire and a loved  
father-in-law to Craig, Ian & Steven.  George was a loving grandfather 
to all of his grandchildren and a loving brother to sisters May & Ena. 
 

George originated from the village of Halmer End and had played 
Football & Cricket often for our local teams.  He had appeared in  
photographs in this magazine in the past.  George had worked for 
many years in the construction industry and was always happy when 
on his way to work. 
 

“God takes our loved ones from our homes but never from our hearts” 

Bereavements  

Douglas Brassington. 
Douglas Brassington, aged 83 years, sadly passed 
away on the 9th June 2008.  He was born in Boyles 
Hall Farm and had lived in the parish all of his life.  
He leaves beloved wife Betty, son Melvin, grand 
children, great grand children, friends and 
neighbours.  The funeral was held at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on the 27th June.  Douglas, was an 
avid reader and supporter of the newsletter. 
Please accept our condolences. 



R & S Cycles 
 

New Quality Cycles at affordable Prices 
All Styles & Sizes Available 
 
Clean Used Cycles Bought & Sold 
 
Old/Unwanted adult cycles in any condition collected      

“FREE” 
 
   

3 Diglake Cottage Bignall Hill 
 

Call Bob: Tel: 01782 721966 
Mob: 07976 373 612 

Appeal for Wood lane photographs.  Can any of our readers help?   
We are looking for a picture of the Old School House  which stood in 
Church Street Wood Lane.  Also one of the house which stood in the farm 
lane at the bottom of Peggy's Bank  as you passed the farm walking 
down to Apedale Woods.   Please contact the Editor 01782 721565. 

Drivers at risk in village 
 

On Wednesday 24th July 2008 at approximately 3:25 
pm, a local resident whilst driving past St James 
Church, Audley, was injured, when some mindless yob 
threw a missile through his car open side window.  This 
unprovoked attack may have cause a serious injury  
and if the missile had been inches higher may have 
blinded the driver.  Police were informed of the incident 
and the missile has been found.  It was thought that the 
attacker may have been in the church grounds when 
they threw the missile. 
This is the second incident of missiles been thrown at 
vehicles in the village in the past few weeks.  To all 
drivers and even people out walking please be aware 
when passing through the village of these unprovoked 
attacks.  We appeal to anyone with any information, 
regarding the possible apprehension of the offender, to 
contact the police immediately before there is some 
one seriously hurt or even killed. 

The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

Probably the highlight of the last few weeks has been the Rotary Sightsavers Three Peaks Challenge. Five walkers and four 
drivers made up a team from the club and climbed 3 mountains inside 24 hours – Stob Ban in Scotland, Helvellyn in England 
and Snowdon in Wales.  As well as having a great – if rather exhausting – time, we raised over £8,000 for Sightsavers  
International.  It is a wonderful organisation who work in the developing world to treat and restore eyesight and assist those 
already blind.  Money raised from this challenge will go towards the Rotary African Vision Project.  A big ‘thank-you’ to  
everyone who supported us. 
 

July is always a busy time for us in our local schools.  We presented Young Achiever awards to youngsters in our primary 
schools and presented prizes to our Young Chef and Young Innovator winners.  A special mention for our Citizenship Award 
which this year was awarded to Samantha Abel.  As well as her individual prize, she nominated Red Street Scouts as her  
favourite charity and they received a cheque for £100.  Our first year of mentoring youngsters at Madeley High came to an 
end and was well received by both pupils and staff.  It is our intention to continue the scheme when the schools return in  
September. 
 

We have again sponsored a youngster to take part in RYLA – Rotary Youth Leadership Awards.  This is a 5 day course held 
at Kibblestone Scout Camp and helps youngsters develop their leadership skills.  The youngsters always seem to enjoy the 
experience and this year proved to be no exception.  As is traditional now, they performed various improvisations for visiting 
family, friends and Rotarians towards the end of their stay and impressed us all with their confidence and enthusiasm. 
 

In June we supported the Children of Audley Resident’s Association when Santa celebrated his promotion to the  
Premiership!  We have also been working closely with CARA and hope to be able to make a donation to their cause very 
shortly. 
 

On the sports front, it has been a very successful few weeks.  We won the district cricket competition, playing the 2007 final 
in June 2008!  We are now looking forward to defending our title this summer. Crown Green Bowls has also proved  
successful with us winning through to the quarter-finals and looking, optimistically, towards the semi-finals. 
 

It has been a busy time socially too and we enjoyed a lovely Sunday lunch in a marquee, courtesy of our kind hosts Robert 
and Olwyn Speed, who we thank very much. 
 

Lastly, it is very pleasing to be able to welcome Ian Smith back into our club a few years after work commitments forced him 
to leave.  It feels like he never left! 
 

Neil Ginnis 
 

Rotary Contacts 
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
Secretary:  David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net) 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
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               Quality Styling By 
              Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 5 days per week  
Mon Closed. Tue 9.30am - 5.00 pm  

Wed. 1pm - 5.00 pm / Thurs 1 pm - 6.00 pm 
Friday 9.30 am - 7.00 pm / Sat  9.30 am - 3.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 6.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 4.00 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 4.00 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 
 
 

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS &  FREEZER  
ORDERS  VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 
 

Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK      

John Jackson 
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

         The Last Post  
The last Post has arrived with the closure of the Alsagers Bank Post Office on the 12th of  
August 2008.  Phil Fryer Postmaster can be seen playing out the notes to Postmistress wife 
Joanne, outside their Alsagers Bank Post Office.  On the 5th of May 1985, Phil & Joanne took 
over the Post Office from the late Frank Evans and his wife Margaret. 
 

Phil & Joanne wish to express their gratitude to all the local residents who have given 100% in 
their support of the village Post Office.  The decision by the Postal Service, to close yet  
another of its village outlets, is a devastating blow to the small village of Alsagers Bank.  For 
the past few years, Alsagers Bank Post Office has been the only public amenity that the people 
of this village have.  It is not just a Post Office, it’s been a meeting place for the elderly,  
somewhere to have a natter with neighbours and friends. 
 

Phil & Joanne held a retirement buffet at the Gresley Arms public house in Alsager Bank, on 
the 5th August 2008, just to say thanks to all the locals who have supported them and it  was 
shown by the large gathering how much indeed they will be missed. 
 

To Phil, who continues to work for the Postal Service and Joanne, who has decided to have a 
rest , thank you for all the hard work and dedication which you gave to our local community.     



Audley Community News do try to ensure, wherever 
possible, that any information or details printed in the 
magazine are accurate.  Information received for  
publication is sometimes impossible to clarify.  We 
therefore cannot take responsibility for any inaccuracies 
in any of the Text, Facts, Addresses, Telephone  
numbers, or details printed in this magazine. 
To advertise contact the Editor at Tel: 01782 721565. 

St James Church Audley 
 

Mothers Union Programme 2008 
 

18th September  Overseas Festival 
Speaker: Beryl Metcalf. 

************ 

16th October  Peter, James or Samantha. 
************ 

20th November  Mike Gollins. 
************ 

 
Meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month, at 
7.15pm, in St James Church Hall in Church Street Audley. 

Everyone is welcome. 
 

For further details Tele: Wendy 01782 720381 

Indoor Bowling Audley Methodist Church Hall 
 

Starting on October 3rd 2008 
 

Cost £2.00 per session which includes: 
Tea & Biscuits. 

 

For more details telephone: 01782 722755.   

 

Tower Restoration St James Church Audley 
 

Phase 1 of the Tower restoration work is nearing completion and has been all 
about finding out what work needs to be done during phase 2.  Surveys of the  
outside of the tower, quality of the gutters, drains and the Bat population have all 
been completed. 
 
 
                                                                                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Audley Male Voice Choir 
 

As part of our fund raising, we are arranging a concert at  
the Victoria Hall, Hanley on Sunday 5th October 2008 with 
 our own local Audley Male Voice Choir as the main  
entertainment together with one of the best known and best 
 regarded bands in the world, The Carlton Main Frickley  
Colliery Brass Band.  This should be a great night out as  
well as supporting the church in its restoration program. 
 

Church Organ 
 

Even though most of the fire damage has been completed, our organ is in a sorry state.  The Insurance Company 
are willing to give us money towards a replacement instead of trying to clean it and bring it back into use.  We 
have asked the experts and apparently modern electronic devices are considered much better than the old pump 
type designs but this is still in an early planning stage at present.  If we went ahead with an electronic organ, we 
would keep some of the tubes which supply the sound as a visual reminder of times gone by. 
 

Would You believe it? – Someone has attempted to steal the  oil for our Central Heating and in doing so, has 
 broken the feed pipe into the church which means no heating at all now until we can fix it – Good Job it is  
Summer !!!!! 
 

For more information about the churches problems noted above, please contact Trevor Carman 01782 721637 

View below showing roots in the drains 
 

The drains survey, although proving very useful at 
showing all our surface water goes into soak aways 
and not into United Utilities main drains, also 
showed that many of the pipes were either silted, 
cracked or full of roots.  It is hoped that work to 
bring these drains back up to an acceptable standard 
can be completed by members of the congregation 
and friends.   



Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
 

When caring & understanding is most needed  

Know your local Police contact details: 
To contact one of your local officers  
below. 
 

Dial 0845 3 31 32 followed by (0)  
followed by either of the local officers 
collar numbers below: 
 

(PC George Heppell collar number 1205) 
(PCSO Mark Gribble collar number 8869) 

(PCSO Ian Blythe collar number 8961) 

Nellie James 
 

When our grown up son was just a lad 
I planted a sapling off dear Mum and Dad 

It was raised from the pip of a sweet apple core 
So tasty it left a craving for more. 

 

Immersed in water, each day changed anew, 
The pip sprouted roots which steadily grew 

Until came the day it could go in a pot 
To visions of failure as likely as not. 

 

Then beyond expectations to merely survive 
It welcomed conditions to grow on and thrive 
Perhaps it was luck on the wings of a prayer 

Or my family’s green fingers, know how and care. 
 

Time has rolled by and we still have our tree 
Each year full of blossom so lovely to see 

It is always weighed down with apples galore 
Despite the June drop to cover the floor. 

 

So crispy and sweet when they have matured 
An apple a day seems so assured 

But crumble or pies can also be made 
Cider or wine of a specialist grade. 

 

I’m told that an apple grown in this way 
Will be like no other so what can I say 
Called Nellie James it’s our family tree 

 So much in our thoughts and a rare legacy.  
 

Derrick Bate.   

A Taste of England 
 

I wander through a meadow, wild flowers at every tread 
Whispering grasses on the breeze to a river I am led 
The water flows quite gently, much more now sedate 
Than in, its angry winter mood, of torrent or in spate. 
 

It travels on its merry way over gravel beds and stones 
Playing a symphony of music in pleasant rhythmic tones. 
I know not where it wanders, to a lake or to the sea? 
But gives peace and much contentment to a simple soul like me. 
 

A duck with her chicks are paddling upstream constantly searching for food 
Towards a cloudless blue sky her head is held high, mightily proud of her brood. 
Insects and midges are caught on the wing by the martins and swallows in flight 
Twittering, turning, twisting at speed, a magical summer’s delight. 
 

In the distance I hear a grounds man at work, a cricket match soon will take place 
When cork against willow will echo in sound.  A passionate sport to embrace. 
A smell of freshly mown hay drifts on the wind keeping my nostrils awake 
And when a lark on the rise heavenward flies much shorter the steps I now take. 
 

I’m relaxed and in love with our great countryside, thankful for all that I see 
In this small piece of England true to my heart, I’m happy wandering free 
This is all I desire. I’ve no care in the world, feeling about ten feet tall 
And when memories fade in the fullness of time today won’t be hard to recall. 
 

Derrick Bate. 

Audley Theatre Awards. 
 

The photograph below shows the recent 
awards presented to the Audley Theatre, 
at the North Staffs Drama Association 
Festival Gala Night. 

On Saturday June 7th, it was a special night for our 
Audley Players, when they received 4 awards for their 
October 2007 production of Death By Fatal Murder. 

Best Play - 2nd Place 
Best Stage Presentation. 

Bryan Williams – Best Comedy performance 
Anna Henshall - Best Supporting Performance. 

Once again our Theatre brings the silver home. 



F.BOON OUTFITTERS 
 

50,52,54 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY 
TEL: 01782 - 720300 

 

MENSWEAR & LADIES FASHIONS 
 

LARGE STOCKS OF GENTS TROUSERS 
SHIRTS BY GABICCI AND PETER ENGLAND   

GOOD SELECTION OF LADIES SKIRTS, TOPS, 
BLOUSES ETC 

 

FOOTWEAR 
WIDE RANGE OF ELMDALE SHOES 

EXTENSIVE STOCK OF LADIES & GENTS 
PADDERS BRAND 

LADIES & GENTS SLIPPERS 

Halmer End Methodist Church 2008 
 

Starting in September, the Methodist Church in Halmer End is introducing a monthly week-day service lasting around ¾ hour 
and ending with hamburgers, chip butties or something similar.  For details see contact number bottom of this page. 
 

The Annual Harvest Festival Service will be held on Sunday 14th September at 3.00pm, the preacher will be Rev Brian  
Mifflin who has long connections with the village.  The produce and flowers will be distributed in the village. 
 

On Saturday 20th September, the Church is holding an ‘OPEN DAY’ to coincide with a nationwide programme of opening  
public buildings.  If you have ever wanted to know more about the history of the Chapel at Halmer End this is your chance.  It 
is hoped that The Audley & District Family History Society will join us and could possibly collect information and pictures from 
our visitors.  Everyone is most welcome.  
 

Sunday 21st September at 10am, Halmer End Methodist Church will join with other Churches and they are inviting  
ex-members, friends & families to join the congregation for a very special service. 
 
 
 

A Chapel Anniversary Service to celebrate 141 years of existence is to be held on Sunday 12th October at 3.00pm.  The 
preacher for the service will be Rev John Palmer, Superintendent Minister of Wolstanton and Audley Methodist Circuit.  This 
will be followed by a faith tea. 
 

Church Bazaar will be held in the Church Hall on Saturday 8th November from 11am to 3pm. 
 

Remembrance Sunday will be held on the 9th November at 10am, with both St Johns Church, Alsagers Bank & Halmer End 
Methodist holding a united Remembrance Sunday Service at Halmer End Methodist Church, which will be followed by the 
service at the cenotaph. 
 

The Methodist Church is arranging for communion to be taken out to those unable to attend church on a regular basis.  If you 
would like to receive communion in your own home or know of anyone who would, please telephone 721870 or contact any 
member of Halmer End Methodist Church.  For more information regarding Church activities call Robert at 01782 721870 

Newcastle District with the Adult Community 
Learning Service of Staffordshire C Council.   

 

Hello everyone!   
 

My name is Sue Cartwright & I’m the newly appointed outreach 
worker for the Newcastle District with the Adult Community 
Learning Service of Staffordshire County Council.  I have met 
with Jo in Audley library & we’re eager to start some recreational 
courses for anyone aged nineteen or over.  These courses will run 
in the library for a maximum of six weeks and can be on a variety 
of subjects.  Although, I’m afraid at the moment they cannot be 
anything computer based!  I have put a poster in the library with 
some suggested courses & also a sheet for people to put their 
name & contact telephone number.  There may be something that 
you have always wanted to try your hand at but have never had 
the opportunity, then please contact me on 07870504258 & I’ll see 
what I can arrange!   
There will be no charge for anyone claiming benefits & only an 
£18 charge for the full six weeks for anyone else.  Hope to see 
you all in the library enjoying one of our courses soon.  Sue. 

June 10th 2008 ‘Successful Night for Ellie Mae’. 
 

Audley Theatre were the hosts of a Charity Concert, in 
aid of the little girl who contracted Meningitis, Ellie Mae. 
With guest appearance from Alexander Korbakov, the 
Russian virtuoso accordionist, Denise Leigh local opera 
singer, accompanied by husband Stefan.  The concert 
was compered by local magician Phillip Eardley and 
supported by The North Staffordshire Accordion Band. 
The total amount raised was £1110 and Ellie’s family 
and the N.S. Accordion Club, wish to thank everyone 
who supported them on that excellent event. 
A very special thank you must go to Audley Theatre.   

Graves decimated. 
 

We have recently had reports, that local teenager have been seen  
urinating on graves in the Methodist Church Yard in Old Road  
Bignall End.  
This obscene act, by mindless teenagers, shows how little they 
respect the graves and the families of the people who are buried 
in them.  If you have any details which may help to apprehend 
these low life, please contact your local police station. 



Children of Audley Residents Association (C.A.R.A) 
 

The association came into being in 2003 as there had been problems on the estate due to children persistently playing  
football in the road, causing disturbance and damage.  A few residents got together to investigate why the children played in 
the street.  It soon became obvious that they played in the street because there was nowhere else to play.  The residents 
decided to form an association now known as The Children of Audley Residents Association (CARA). 
 

After some investigating we were asked to form a committee and get a constitution, which we did in March 2004 with the 
support of Aspire Housing.  Since then we have been fund raising by doing car boot sales, table tops, Easter fayres, Fund 
Days, stars in their eyes, Xmas fayres and we have received donations from local businesses and residents.  The reason for 
this is to get a community park for all ages, including the elderly and disabled so they can be in a safe and healthy  
environment.  We have distributed questionnaires to all the local schools and the majority expressed a clear desire to  
develop a park for the community.  Schools were invited to submit plans for a park as a competition and we received 485 
drawings.  We now have a clear idea of what they would like. 
 

We have had to go over quite a few obstacles to get to where we are today.  At the moment we are in the process of taking 
out a 99 year lease on the play area, if this is successful we will be able to apply for bigger grants.  The events that we have 
been doing since 2004 to raise funds are still on going and we will continue to do so in order to make the park a reality. 
We can now say that, at last we are heading in the right direction as we announce that the Wereton Road playing fields will 
be closed from  the 1st September 2008 until further notice to allow work to start on the drainage of the land. 
 

Please support us in our future events 
 

Yesteryear 30th August. (poss) Take a trip down memory lane with your Toys and clothes etc. 
Ladies Night only 26th September for 18years and over only.  For ladies who want a  good night out (you now what I 
mean!)   Please contact Twiggy on 07880953048 
Witch Hunt 29th October. Find the witches potion to cast the spell.  Hot 
Food and drinks available.  Wereton Road playing field is the place to be 
on this night. 
Halloween Party 31st. October.  Fancy Dress and Food. 
Stars in their Eyes November 2008 
 

CARA needs more volunteers, if you wish to join us to try and improve  
not just Audley but also the surrounding areas then please contact : 
 

Toni Ginnis Tele: 01782 720104 or 07910690804  
 

You can find us on the web at: www.stb.coop/cara 

This photograph was taken at CARA  
recent fun day at the Wereton Road  
Playing fields. Lilia, was the winner of the 
beautiful baby contest. 
 

The Fun Day is an annual event held to 
help raise much  
needed funds to  
provided a new  
recreation area for  
local people.      

 
LMIS  Awards 
 
County Councillor Edward Boden 
centre, can be seen presenting 
Ronald Oakes right, Chairman of the 
Audley Parish Bowling Club and 
Ernie Moulton left, Editor of the 
Audley Community News, with their 
recent successful application of  
funding certificate, from the  
Staffordshire County Council Local 
Members Initiative Scheme. 
 

Audley Parish Bowling Club, will be using their funding to replace 
their now defective Spiker / Hollow tinning machine. 
 

Audley Community News will be using its funding to replace a broken 
printer, the purchase of a scanner and to provide a camera for their 
editorial use.    
 

Both groups wish to take this opportunity to thank Staffs C Council. 

 Jojo’s 

Dog Grooming Service 

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs 

Clipping Grooming 
Tel: 01782 721735 

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End 
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH 

30 Years Experience 

Jo
jo’

s 

Jojo’s 



Trivia Quiz 
 

1. Who wrote the poem “The Owl and the Pussycat”? 
 

2. What was the name of the first space shuttle to be        
launched in 1981? 

 

3. Barry and Yvonne were a couple in which British TV 
sit-com? 

 

4. What is frozen carbon dioxide better known as? 
 

5. Which is Shakespeare’s longest play with 4042 
          lines? 
 

6. What is the capital city of the United Arab Emirates?                 
 

7. Which part of a grasshopper’s body makes the  
          characteristic chirping noise? 
 

8. Who was assassinated by Mark Chapman? 
 

9. Which 2 metals make up brass? 
 

10. In which year did John Major become Prime  
         Minister ? 
 

11. What is the name of the Isle of Man Parliament? 
 

12. Who invented the pneumatic tyre? 
 
You can find the answers to the Trivia on page 30. 

 

Congratulations June & Derrick Bate. 
I’m sure most of our readers would have read the brilliant 
Poetry written by our own Poet, Derrick Bate, well it’s lovely 
to announce the birth of June and Derricks granddaughter 
Ella, who was born on the 08/08/08 and weighing 8lbs.   

Best wishes from the News team. 

Abigail Peake   
On behalf of myself and my family we wish to thank family friends 
and neighbours for their kind donations after the recent death of my 
nana Florence Ada Peake.  The total amount collected was 
£433.60 which will now be passed onto the Meningitis appeal fund.                
Abigail Peake. 

Audley Millennium Green Calendar 2008 
 

The following dates are when the voluntary  group 
meets at the Audley Community Centre Car Park at 
10am to carry out essential work on and around the 
Millennium Green.  

Saturday 29th September 
Sunday 12th October 

Saturday 8th November 
Sunday 14th December 

 

Please accept this as an invitation if you wish to take 
part in helping to maintain the Millennium Green, or 
wish to become a member of our committee. 
Mrs D Williams.  

Audley and District W.I. 
 

The ladies of the W. I. enjoyed a lovely birthday party, as usual JKL catering provided an excellent meal followed by the 
“Sounds of Music”, who performed songs from various shows with comedy interludes, a very good evening with friends. 
In July, Andrew Jackson from the Great Tasting Meat Company near Nantwich, informed us how at his farm they produce 
meat reared and prepared in the old way, ensuring great tasting meat.  Andrew brought with him an enormous piece of pork 
he had cooked that afternoon, complete with crackling.  He carved and served the meat to us, the ladies soon polished it off, 
apparently his pork pies are to die for. 
 

Did everyone enjoy “The Cemetery Club” and “Tom and Huckleberry” at our theatre, they were both excellent.  We are 
so lucky to have this opportunity on our doorstep, we should all support them.  It was heart-warming to watch the youngsters 
in “Tom and Huckleberry”.  We’ve enjoyed watching them grow up over the years. 
We are looking forward to our outing to Warwick in September 2008 and if anyone is interested in seeing some brilliant  
photography with music, then you must come to our meeting in October, it was breathtaking last year. 
We also have “Grandma was a Suffragette” in September and “Day in the Life of a Veterinary Surgeon” in November. 
Do come and pay us a visit, you would be very welcome and would soon become an old friend.  Recently ladies in our group 
have endured personal setbacks which has proved to us all how valuable our friendship is. 
 

Dates for your diary: 
25th September Grandma was a Suffragette Mrs. Barbara Wilson 
 

23rd October More of our World of Photography Arthur Lomas and David White 
 

27th November Day in the Life of a Veterinary Surgeon  Sebastian Daly 
 
 

For more information please contact Anne Marsden on 01782 721957 



Early 1950’s.  Scot Hay Cricket team.  This photograph was taken behind Halmer End School. 
 

Back Row  Arthur Harrison, Winston Lockett, Stan Jones, Jim Smith, Ike Johnson, Roy Gilbert, Frank 
Kirkham, Ben Brockley, Jack  Beckett, Colin Norcup 
 

Front Row George Davies, John Brockley, Ken Evans, Bert Harrison, Tad Brockley 

 

The above picture shows the 1953  
Halmer End Secondary Modern School 

Netball Team. 
 

Left to right back row 
Barbara Mitchell, Monica Edge, Ann Pennell, 

Mavis Riley 
 

Left to right front row 
Joyce Sumnall, Brenda Webb, Sheila Platt 

 

 The picture was supplied by Brenda Gourdjian 

 

Halmer End School Cricket Team 1948 
 

Top row: 
Mr Leyton, Eric Rhodes, Peter Capper, Roland Minchell 

Douglas Fairbanks, Don Macintosh, Frank Cornes, 
Mr Eardley 

 
Bottom row: 
Bill Jennings, Fred Dean, Dave Parr, Cecil Bostock, Graham 
Thompson. 
 
The photograph was supplied by Bill Jennings. 



The Audley Levy 
 

The “Audley Levy”, formed in July 2005, is a living history society, which also incorporates the “Audley Levy Archers”, 
 Archery Club. 
 

“The Audley Levy” is a small and relatively young and expanding society.  The aims are to recreate as accurately as  
possible the life of the people of Audley in the middle ages. 
 

The Lords of Audley were the Barons of Heighley Castle, sited between Wrinehill and Madeley Heath, later in the period they 
acquired the Red Castle in Shropshire.  In times of war the lords had to provide equipment and soldiers for the king’s service.  
The number of soldiers and the amount of equipment each soldier was expected to be armed with was formulated upon the 
lords income and property prices of lands which he owned.  Therefore the military provision that Lord Audley would have had 
to provide was a form of tax.  Hence it being levied.  So the soldiers from Audley would be known as “The Audley Levy”. 
 

The men of Audley will have seen military service in wars against the Welsh, Scots and the French.  Our research has  
revealed that John Whitmore accompanied, Lord James Audley, Baron of Heighley, Knight of the Garter, as a mounted 
archer in 1346.  Our research goes on, greatly aided by Dr. Roger Joy of the Catherine Swinford Society, for which we give 
many thanks. 
 

Our research into the story of a most elusive gentleman, Thomas De Audley, continues.  He was buried in the crypt of 
Audley Church in 1385 AD.  We have not yet found any documentary evidence which allows us to tell his story.  We would 
however, be grateful for any information you may have. 
 

The Lord James Audley fought at the battle of Shrewsbury on the 21st July 1403 for King Henry IV against the rebel forces 
of Henry “Hotspur” Percy.  He died at the Battle of Blore Heath on the 23rd September 1459, being the senior commander of 
the loyal Lancastrian army, who apposed the forces of the Yokiest Earl of Salisbury.  There is little doubt that Lord James 
would not have called upon “The Audley Levy” to fight for their King (Henry V1).   
 

Members of “The Audley Levy” visit the re-enactment of the battle each year, which is held at Blore Heath farm, which is 
south of Loggerheads. (visit their web site at www.bloreheath.org). 
 

The “Audley Levy” has supported many community groups over the last two years by providing “have a go” archery stalls at 
Children of Audley Residents Association Fun Days, Wood lane Fun Days, Audley Scouts, Betley Show, Hartshill Church and 
various motorbike rallies, held in and around the parish.  “The Audley Levy” will be taking their “Have a go” archery stall to the 
Last Wolf Bike Rally on Friday 12th, Saturday 13th and Sunday 14th September.  Please contact Sandra on 07782349524 
or Matt on 07533416982 for more details. 
 

The Audley Levy Archers 
 

The “Audley Levy Archers” is a registered National Field Archery Society Club with a qualified NFAS coach. 
 

We meet most Saturdays at Balterley Green Farm.  Training equipment and coaching is provided by our qualified NFAS 
coach.  Due to the increase in demand, we ask you to book your Beginners Archery Course via the telephone numbers  
provided or through our web site www.audleylevy.ik.com for more information. 
 

The “Audley Levy” wishes to congratulate Wolverine Archery Club on the success of their first shoot competition, held on 4th 
November in Halmer End. 
 

Congratulations are also given to two or our junior members of “The Audley Levy” on their achievements at their first open 
shoot.  Sam Harris Baskerville, who won the Silver Medal with his English Long Bow, beating all comers bar one in the junior 
age group.  He also won 2 other gold medals in recent shoots.  Jamie Bailey, who won the Gold Medal in the junior Bear Bow 
category, beating the current Scottish National Champion in their group. 
   
WELL DONE LADS.  For more information please contact Sandra or Matt on the above telephone numbers. 

Wood Lane Cricket Club 
 

Charity Fun Day Cricket Tournament 
To be held at the Meg Acre Cricket Ground Wood Lane on Sunday 24th August 2008. 

Start is 10am runs throughout the day.  Everyone is welcome. 
This event is in aid of three UK Registered Charities. CLIC Sargent. Breast Cancer UK. Headways. 

Stalls, Raffles, Refreshments with Barbeque and much more.  Special prize draw for  a (Hot Air Balloon Flight) 
The Bar will open from noon till late.            For more details Tel: 01782 720848 



THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

Chapel Street Bignall End SoT. 
Tel: 01782 720622 

 

6 Real Ales & 4 Traditional Ciders 
 
 

Quiz Nite Sunday 
+ 

Pick a Key and open the Box Stashed with Cash 
There may be in excess of £300.00 within the casket 
with more to be added each week if not 
won. 

 

Your hosts 
Sarah & Carl welcome you 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILLOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

Audley Turf & Garden Services 
 

(The Professional with 30 yrs experience) 
 

• Several grades of quality lawn turf. 
• Best Cheshire or Organic Top Soil. 
• Full ground preparation & turf laying service. 
• All other general garden work undertaken        

including regular lawn mowing. 
• Small or large work undertaken. 

 

For information please contact Bob or Shirley 
Tele: 01782 721966 or mob: 07976 373 612 

 

We provide a personal friendly service.   

Sports Quiz 
 

1. In which city did Eddie “The Eagle” Edwards famously 
finish last in the 1998 Winter Olympic ski jump? 

 

2. Which player made a record of 1005 English                
Football League appearances, before retiring in 1996? 

 

3. Whose real name is Edson Arantes do Nasamento? 
 

4. In which sport did Jahangir Khan win 6 world               
championships in the 1980’s? 

 

5. Which English Football league club’s manager          
celebrated 21 years in charge in 2004? 

 

6. Which English cricket county plays its home                           
matches at Grace Road? 

 

7. Who was the first player from outside the British       
Isles to win the World Snooker championship? 

 

8. Why is Sept.28th 1996 a famous date in horse          
racing? 

 

9. In which sport did Britain’s Sean Kerly excel? 
 

10. Which sport takes place in a velodrome? 
 

11. Which number is at “nine o’clock” on a dartboard? 
 

12. In which city were the 2002 Commonwealth             
         Games held? 
 
Answers can be found on page 30. 



 
Audley Infants 1965 

 
Back row left to right: 

Lesley Cliff  
Kathryn Mason  

Ian Eardley  
Andrew Riley  

David Browning  
Paul Washington 

 Paul Harris  
Celia Dale  
Mrs Evans. 

 
Bottom row left to right: 

Alexandra Gilman 
Christine Higginson 

Janet Denton  
Yvonne Pointon  
Julie Brockley  
Rosemary Tew  

Janet Smith  
Janet Bailey  

 Dawn Durber. 
 

We would welcome 
your school  

photograph especially 
with the names of the 

students.  

Revamped Audley Community Centre. 
 
Audley & District Community Centre has now opened 
up it’s doors to reveal their revamped building.  After 
many weeks of hard work by the Community  
Centre’s dedicated volunteers, a transformation has 
taken place with the inclusion of a  new kitchen being 
installed, complete redecoration of the interior and a 
big clean up of the outside gardens and pathways. 
 

Open Day was Saturday 19th July, when the doors 
were unlocked for the local residents of the parish to 
view their Community Centre.  A number of local 
groups were on hand to promote their activities on 
the day, which included the Parish First Responders, 
Weight Watchers and the Audley Community News.   
Dawn Dobson, the secretary of the centre was on 
hand with the raffles and prize draws with the  
proceeds going to the centre’s maintenance fund. 
This Centre is now there for you to use, with facilities 
for many types of functions, including, Birthday  
Parties, Christenings, Funeral Buffets, Group  
Meetings and Company Conferences.   
Once again we have to remind you, please use these  
Centres.  Without your support they may close. 
 

For details. Tele:   Dawn 07921450599          

Local Bignall End Cricketer chosen for Army squad. 
Michael Platt, who plays his cricket at Bignall End and is one of those rare breeds of young men 
who puts their lives on the line by becoming a regular soldier, was chosen to be in the squad to 
represent the Army v Navy Centennial Cricket Match at Lords on the 29th July 2008.   
Every aspiring cricketer’s dream is to play at the home of cricket, Lords.   
Michael, who has played several representative games for the Army has played for Bignall End 
for a number of years and lives in Meg Acre, Wood Lane.  Unfortunately, Michael was not  
selected for the final 13, but to be selected for the squad was an achievement, knowing the  
quality of players who were available.  The match ended in a draw.  Congratulations Michael.    

Function Room 
For Hire 



 

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE 
………. best value locally 

 

    In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock 
 
   Some things you may not know:-  
 

                                ► We stock Car Accessories - from Fuses & Bulbs - to Oil & Antifreeze - we can  
                                       even order Number Plates & Spares for you. 
 

                                                                  ► We are agents for DRY CLEANING 
 

                                 ► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in! 
 

                                 ► Need to send a fax or have something laminated? 
 

Then come & see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End 
Tele: 01782  729113 

 
Your friendly, village store 

News From The Audley Male Voice Choir 
 
 

Audley Male Voice Choir concluded the season’s series of concerts with concerts at St Andrews Church, Crewe, St  
Thomas Mow Cop, Wolstanton High School ( for the Wolstanton Methodist Church) and Great Warford ( for the Snelson 
Methodist Church).  The artists who appeared at these concerts were Sarah Francis, Lynne & Catherine Bradbury, Audley 
Brass and The Foden Richardson Band.  All the concerts were well attended and as usual they were conducted by Philip 
Broadhurst and accompanied by Ian Riddle.  Geoffrey Statham, as always, was an informative compere, with Alan Griffiths 
and Barry Scragg as choir soloists. 
 

Our new season begins on the 20th of September 2008, with a concert at Smallwood.  This is then followed by the Annual  
Concert at the Victoria Hall Hanley, when the Carlton Main Frickley Colliery Band will be our guests.  The proceeds of this 
concert will go to the Audley Parish Church restoration fund, to enable essential work to be carried out on the Church Tower.  
Tickets for this concert can be obtained from any choir member, or by telephoning 01782 720568. 
 

December the 12th 2008, will bring our carol concert, which will be held at the Sandbach High School ( and will included the 
Foden’s Band) this concert is in aid of the North West Air Ambulance. 
 

Audley Male Voice Choir is always on the look out for new members to join their group and would welcome anyone who may 
have an interest in singing.  If you would like to become a member, you can either call in on there rehearsal evening, which is 
held on a Thursday night at 7:30 pm at the Audley Methodist Church, New Road Bignall End, or ask any member of the choir 



 

“THE DRAWING MON” 
THOMAS WARHAM 1863-1938 

 
The editor of Audley Community News has told me that many people have asked him about Thomas 

Warham, the local professional photographer, many of whose photographs have appeared in the magazine.  
Because of this interest, I offered to write about my father’s life.  There will be more to read in issue 22. 
He was born in the nearby village of Betley, in 1863, one of the nine children of Thomas and Mary  
Warham.  Thomas senior was a painter, glazier, plumber, sign-writer and master-grainer.  Two of his 

sons, Charles and John, worked in the family business, but Thomas junior became interested in photography. 
After a brief training in Manchester, he came to Audley, and set up in business in the late 1880’s in  
Ravens Lane, at the corner of Boon Hill and Bignall Hill, where one of his sisters kept house for him and 

helped in the shop. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

These three photographs above, show Thomas Warham on the left and his brother Charles to the (right). 
The centre photograph of a child is thought to be a member of the Eardley family.  The pictures of the child and 
Charles are thought to be probably some of the earliest he took when he arrived in Audley at the Ravens Lane 
studio.  I now have evidence that my father first started to take professional photographs when still living in the 
village of Betley 

 

In his early days, because photography was still in its infancy outside the towns, to many of the local 
people he was known as ‘The Drawing Mon’. 

After a short time he moved to 67 Church Street in Audley (now the Post Office).  We know that he was living 
there in 1896, and he also occupied no. 65, as a shop, selling stationery, books, toys and fancy goods.  In 1907 he 
married Alice Fynney from The Cross Farm, Audley, and she took over the shop. 
 

As time went on, he felt the need for more suitable premises, and so, in 1910 he bought part of Leddy’s 
Field, as it was then known, on the corner of Church Street Audley and the newly constructed Hall Street.  Here 
he had two houses built with shops in front, no. 27 and no. 29 Church Street.  The lower one he called ‘The    
Studio’, as it is still known.  This house included living accommodation, my father’s workroom, a  

dark-room for his developing and printing, a framing-room (where he made his own frames).  It also had 
a separate photographic studio with the necessary northern lighting in the roof and one main wall.   
On the end wall of the studio there still hangs a canvas with the scene he painted as one of the  
backgrounds to his photographs, now rather worn with age. 
 

He became a member of The Professional Photographers’ Association of Great Britain and Ireland, 
through which he kept in touch with many of the leading photographers of the day.  

For several of his photographs he won medals in competitions. 
My father was a gentle, kind man, with plenty of patience, which was a great asset when photographing 

babies and young children, as in the early days he had to keep the interest of the subject for the length of the  
exposure. 



 
Thomas’s customers came to have portraits taken of individuals, families, weddings, sportsmen with their  
trophies and other special occasions.  Much of his work provides a valuable record of village life and social  
customs many of which have disappeared for ever.  There were annual processions organised by The Foresters, 
The Oddfellows, the Hospital Saturday Committee and other charitable organisations.  They were joined by the 
local Prize Band and dancing troupes from nearby villages.  One event was the Crowning of the Rose Queen. 
 

Local views of Audley and neighbouring villages, including Betley, were generally taken with a view to 
publication as postcards, many appearing in the ‘Roma’ series of Reynolds Amor (his name reversed) of Alsager. 
They were later published by Shaw of Burslem.  They were sold in the shop for a penny, or glossy ones for 
twopence.  There are several on view in the ‘Boughey Arms’ in Audley and there are about 30 of old Betley on 
the walls of the recently refurbished ‘Hand and Trumpet’ in Wrinehill. 

 

He was very pleased when he was commissioned by Wedgwood to take a series of fifteen photographs of 
their original pottery at Etruria and their potters at work.  They were published in the ‘Roma’ series in 1903. 
He had no car, but travelled on a low-powered Levis two-stroke motor cycle, with his heavy camera and wooden 
tripod strapped on the back. 
 

When amateur photography became popular, he welcomed the situation, sold cameras and films in the 
shop and developed and printed customers’ own photographs. 

One of his hobbies was painting, in oils or water-colours.  Whilst on holiday in North Wales or Scotland, 
he would photograph scenes which appealed to him and copy them later in paint.  He also taught the art of  

painting to several people in the village. 
 

Another of his hobbies was music.  He played the violin and the cello, but the cello was his favourite, ‘the 
queen of the orchestra’.  As a long-standing member of the Audley Sextet he once broadcast from Birmingham. 
In everything he did, he was a perfectionist and he had great belief in the old saying “If a job is worth doing, it 
is worth doing well”.  L.M .Warham 

 

Thomas Warham first  came to the parish in the 
late 1880s, and lived in Ravens Lane Bignall 
End , where he had his first studio. 
Most of the known evidence is pointing to the 
area around the bottom of Boon Hill, as the  
picture to the right shows.  If anyone has any  
evidence to show which property he and his  
sister lived in we would be pleased to know.  

The picture bellow, is of Thomas Warham’s first 
Audley studio, which is now the Audley Post Office.  
This picture was taken around 1906, you can see 
the  name on the shop windows and the local fire 
brigade to the right on a horse drawn cart. 
It was a Hospital Saturday Parade. 

The photograph below was Thomas Warham’s final studio, it 
stands on the opposite corner of Hall Street to the Library.  It 
was his shop / place of work and his home.  The studio has 
the glassed roof.  The picture was taken just after the house 
was built in 1910. 



                               News & Gifts 

 

Widest range of  greetings cards  
& gifts in the area 

 

+ Home delivery news service  
Extended range of magazines  
Confectionery  /  Dry Cleaning  

 Stationery  /  Lottery 

Occasions 
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 

Tel: 01782 720323 
Please support your local independent shops 

STAFFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE  
(FARS) wish to inform everyone that the freephone telephone  
number to ring for a FREE HOME FIRE RISK CHECK,  
INCLUDING THE FITTING OF SMOKE ALARMS, has 
changed. 
 
The new number is 0800 0241 999.   
Further information can be found on FARS website: 
www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk 
 
Elizabeth Lovatt, Community Safety Assistant 
Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council Tel: 01782 742246 

Appeal for Alsagers Bank Church (Parish Magazine) 
Audley & District Family History Society asks: do any of our 
readers have any old copies of the Alsagers Bank Church Parish 
Magazine.  They would be pleased to borrow them for research 
purposes, or if you would like to donate them they would be most 
grateful to receive them.  If you have any copies please contact 
either :  
The History Society or the Editor of this magazine. 721565. 

Audley Christian Viewpoint Invite you to 
 

“Pills, potions and Paradise” 
 

An evening which seeks to explain how God gives us the  
ingredients to meet modern health needs.  Come & learn how drugs, 

steroids, inhalers, etc, have developed over the years. 
 

The evening will be led by:      Dr. Chik Kaw Tan. 
It will include a powerpoint presentation, a quiz and plenty of time for 
questions. 

Friday Sept 12th at 7.30pm.  
To be held at the Butchers Arms, Church Street Audley. 

Tickets cost £5 which includes   
Roy’s famous “Pea and Pie Supper”  

(For details contact either: 720381 or 720352)  

http://www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk/�


Audley New Health Centre 
Opening Times 

 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

           Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

              Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Youth Club  
 

Audley Methodist Church 
 

Kids from 7 to 11’s  
Wednesday Night 

6pm -7.15pm 
 

Admission 50p  
Includes a drink. 

Car Boot & Table Top Sale 
 

Audley & District Community Centre 
New Road Audley SoT. 

 

8.30am until 11.30am 
 

Sept 6th 2008 
Oct 4th 2008 
Nov 1st 2008 

To Book 
Tel 07762285315 

Or 
07946657128 

Indoor £7.00 
Outdoor £6.00 

Setting up from 
7.30am.  

Audley Library 
 
 

Hall Street Audley 
Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

 

Please 
Let Us 
Have 
Your 

Details 
For 

Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

BEER FESTIVAL. 
Bignall End Cricket Club 

 

14th Beer Festival 
 

Friday 7th Nov 2008 
                 To Sunday 16th Nov 2008 

 
Over 50 Beers & Ciders for you to sample. 

 
Opening times are:  

 
Friday – Sunday 12 noon onwards. 
Week Days – 5pm to 12 midnight. 

BEER FESTIVAL 
 

 THE SWAN INN BIGNALL END  
 

3rd  Annual Beer Festival 
 

Friday 22nd August to Monday 25th. 
 

20 Beers available to taste. 
And a choice of Ciders & Perry’s 

 

For more details contact Carl or Sarah at Tel 01782 720622 



Where you can find the Newsletter 
 

 
AUDLEY POST OFFICE 

AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 
AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 

AUDLEY LIBRARY  
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 

AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS OCCASIONS 
AUDLEY DENTAL SURGERY 

BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 

BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

F BOONS CLOTHES STORE CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
 

If you would like to help by being an outlet contact the Editor. 

 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN 

 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 
 
 

  BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH 
 

Tel: (01782) 722847 
 
 

  
 

 G K MOTORSPORT 
        CHESTER ROADCHESTER ROAD  
AUDLEY SOT 

 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

Just ring for a 
quote. 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

Please contact either Eddie or Ann 
If you require advice with regards to 

any local council matters. 

Sports Quiz Answers 

1. Calgary 
2. Peter Shilton 
3. Pele 
4. Squash 
5. Crewe Alexandra’s Dario Gradi              
6. Leicestershire 
7. Cliff Thorburn 
8. Frankie Dettori rode 7 winners in 

one day at Ascot. 
9. Hockey 
10. Cycling 
11. 11 
12. Manchester 

Trivia Quiz Answers 
1. Edward Lear 
2. Columbia 
3. Hi de Hi 
4. Dry Ice 
5. Hamlet 
6. Abu Dhabi 
7. The legs 
8. John Lennon 
9. Copper and Zinc 
10. 1990 
11. The Tynwald 
12. John Dunlop 

Wood Lane Cricket Club 
Beer Festival 

 

Starts 30th October to 2nd November 2008 
Opening times: 

Thurs  7pm-11:30pm 
Fri  6pm-12:30am 

Sat  12noon-12:30am  
      Sun  12noon-12:30am 

 
24 Beers & 3 Ciders for you to try. 

 
Food will be available and a Quiz most nights. 

For more details Tele: 01782 720848.  



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

              High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 
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Success for “Tom and Huckleberry” 

 

A star performance was seen from the Audley Theatre Youth group, with  
their recent production of “Tom and Huckleberry”.  Our parish should  
be so proud to know we have such budding actors / actresses here in  
our village.  These young kids give so much of their spare time performing,  
which gives so much pleasure to others.  How on earth they remember  
their lines and all those songs I will never know.  I went myself to see the 
 first performance and it was a fiver well spent.  It was so encouraging to 
see so many young people enjoying themselves.  We have to congratulate 
Audley Theatre, especially the people who helped to prepare for this  
production and thank them for a wonderful nights entertainment. 
It was a star studded performance by Tom ( Bethany Moulton) taking  
her first lead role and Huck (Georgina Eardley) during this night of  
excellent entertainment.   
Congratulations must go to all who performed.  Editor.   

The Swan is flying high with Awards 
In less than twelve months, the Swan public house in  
Bignall End has received a second prestigious award,  
having being named the best pub in Staffordshire by the 
Campaign for Real Ale.  Landlord Carl Smith and wife 
Sarah have clearly brought this pub back to basics.  After 
just over two years of hard work ,Carl and Sarah have  
provided Bignall End with a public house where visitors 
feel welcome.  The Swan can now boast a vast array of 
guest beers and lagers on sale, which are ever changing 
as Carl and Sarah are quite happy to introduce new brews 
to cater for their customers’ tastes.  The pubs catering is 
provided by Sarah, who brings her home cooking skills 
into the kitchen, with  an excellent choice of foods served 
with a smile.  With the introduction of a Beer Festival and 
many day trips out around the country to other public 
houses, customers now have the best of both worlds from 
our village local.  A number of nights in the pub are  
dedicated to special events, with Sundays earmarked as 
their Quiz night, Tuesday is Cheese night and Thursday is 
their Steak night all well worthy of a visit.  This pub shows  
just what can be done with hard work and determination.   
Photograph below shows Carl & Sarah (front) after the  
presentation, with Jo & Martin their excellent bar staff.               



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 Call Craig 
For your Mot tests  

Make an appointment or 
Tests while you wait. 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley SoT 

Logs for 
Sale 

 

Let us supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a selection of 
‘Fancy Goods’ 
Ideal for those 

Special Presents 

 

“For All Occasions” 
Florist  

Card & Gift Shop 
80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 

Tele: 01782 720060 
 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion. 

 

We Specialise in all  
Funeral flowers with 100% 

Care & Attention 

Balloons 

Greeting Cards 

Bouquets 
Soft Toys 

Free Local Delivery 

For the widest range of 
Cards & Gifts in Audley 

 

 Very 
Competitive 

Prices 

Si
lk 

Flow
er

s 

Coal for 
Sale 


