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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 
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Welcome to 2020 with the Audley There have been numerous
events happening in the villages.
Community News.
We at the magazine wish all our readers
a Very Happy New Year and hope all
went well during the festive season.
Our magazine is here for the benefit
of bringing local news and items of
interest to the whole of the parish.
We welcome your input and would
encourage you to send in items of
interest for publication.
For all voluntary not for profit groups,
we are here to help to promote you.
Running a magazine can be quite
stressful, we try to give everyone the
opportunity to have a space, sadly we get
so let down by people who, despite the
constant reminders of our guidelines to
the deadline date, think I can magic a
space whenever they get around to
mailing their article.
I have appealed before to anyone having
information for publication to make
sure it is with me on the stated date, if
not sadly it won’t be printed.
All we ask for is a little consideration.
Well that’s my moan out of the way.
Well it was great to see the Audley
Rotary Club out with Santa and his
sleigh. Despite the awful weather they
brought loads of smiles and happiness to
the kids of the community.

What a fantastic job of
organising the Advent Calendar
Windows which were given so
much support by our
community, it was a brilliant
idea of Joanne, the owner of the
Cobbles Store in Church Street
Audley. Let’s hope we have
another event in December
2020.
Wisely our Parish Council has
taken control of our local car
parks and at the end of January
the one between the Co-op Store
and Tesco was resurfaced, all I
can say is brilliant, lets hope for
no more potholes and puddles
to try and avoid. Credit to the
Parish Council.
Despite all our moans and
groans we live in a fantastic
community. I’m sure we can all
help to make it a better place to
live, maybe a little effort from us
all is what is required. Let’s
make our Parish one to be proud
of.
I hope you all enjoy your read.
Editor Ernie Moulton
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WE NEED YOUR HELP TO HELP YOU
North West Staffordshire Community First
Responders Fundraising.

WE NEED YOU so that we can be ready for when
YOU NEED US.

Our fundraising efforts over the past three and a half
years have accrued nearly £8000.
This money has helped to pay for 3 locally sited
defibrillators and we are now raising much needed
funds for a specially equipped First Responders
vehicle.

Thank you for all your help so far, it is greatly
appreciated.

As you are probably aware, I raise money via Auctions
and Sales on FaceBook, and having a stall at the local
CarBoot, but this can be slow to get the £10,000 we
need for the replacement vehicle.
So I am asking if everyone throughout Audley would
be willing to ‘Pop a Pound’ in our Green Donations
Containers, or maybe join our NWS Community First
Responders Lyme Lottery.
Our Green Containers are found in a number of local
venues throughout the Parish, however if you can’t find
one then please feel free to pass donations on to me.
For ways on how to do this please get in touch via
FaceBook or email: ddobson1959@hotmail.com

Kindest Regards
Dawn Dobson
Volunteer Fundraiser
NWS Community First Responders
M: 07921450599
E: ddobson1959@hotmail.com
FB: Dawn Dobson (Merritt)
Dawn Dobson

3

4

FEATURES

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

AUDLEY FESTIVE 5KM /
JUNIOR FESTIVE FUN RUN

breakfast and refreshments before and after the races.
All our Marshals for ensuring the races went smoothly
and safely and finally a big thank you to all the
competitors who took part and made it such a special
day to remember.
On 29th December over 180 runners assembled on
Audley Cricket Club to take part in a festive themed
5km running race around the village and younger
runners competed in a Junior Festive 1km Fun Run.
The event was organised by Audley Rotary Club with
assistance from Audley Striders Running Club.
100% of the registration proceeds were donated to the
charity, Mary’s Meals and the event went on to raise
close to £2000.
Mary’s Meals (www.marysmeals.org.uk) is a global
charity which works to provide a hot meal to children
in schools all over the world, in some of the poorest
countries, including India, Malawi, Zimbabwe and
South Sudan. The amount of money raised means that
145 children will now be fed every day in their place of
education for a whole year!
Both races saw many runners enter into the festive
spirit by wearing fancy dress. Santa himself was on
hand, to start the race and award prizes to various
participants, as well as a medal to everyone, at the
finish line.
The event was a big success and Audley Rotary Club
would like to thank...
Audley Striders Running Club for their help in
promoting the event and their assistance with the
event organisation.
Peak Pursuits, for providing commemorative T-shirts
to every runner and also for donating the junior prizes
Andy Vickerman Event Timing for timing the event
Bryan Dale for his race photography.
Paul Sargeant of the Audley First Responders for
providing first aid cover. Audley Tesco for providing
all runners with water, bananas and donuts at the
finish line.
The Royal Balti, Alessi Restaurant, The Boughey Arms,
The Gresley Arms, Audley Theatre and DW Fitness for
donating prizes.
Our excellent hosts, Audley Cricket Club who served

Adult Prize winners:
1st Male: Ben Bewley (17:29)
1st Female: Sarah Fletcher (22:13)
2nd Male: Ben Brereton (17:38)
2nd Female: Emily Hunton (24:36)
3rd Male: Dave Rushton (17:48)
3rd Female: Emma Ratcliffe (24:44)
Best adults fancy dress: Phil Robinson
Under 16 Prize winners:
1st under 16: Adam Mayell (23:33)
2nd under 16: Will Tomkinson (23:46)
3rd under 16: Alex Mackey (25:14)
Fun Run Prize winners:
1st under 11: William Hackforth
2nd under 11: Ellie Walchester
3rd under 11: Evelyn Webb
Best child’s fancy dress: Sebastian Fallows (pictured
above with parents, Gillian and Steve).
Official race photos can be found online at: www.
racephotos.org.uk and a full list of official times can be
found at: www.avtiming.com/results
Report written by Robert and Katie Edwards
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Dry November Brings Rewards
We once
again are
pleased to
report of one
of our
younger
members of
this
community
putting the
needs of
others first.
Libby
Fallows, the
daughter of
Gary and
Mandy,
decided to use
November as
a dry month
to raise funds
to help her
grandad,
William Wild, who has muscular dystrophy.
Together with money saved by not having an
alcoholic drink during the month and the kind
donations from family and friends, Libby raised £808.
Libby would like to take this opportunity to thank
everyone who donated.

Book
early for all
appointments.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

Audley Scouts

Audley Scout group have had a busy Autumn and are
now looking forward to what 2020 has to offer.
We would like to thank everyone who has supported
us on the Co-op Local Community Fund scheme as we
have received a huge cheque which has helped us to
buy some more tents for the group.
The Beavers (aged 6-8) were busy in September
harvesting the salad crops that they had planted and
nurtured throughout the spring and summer. They
have also been on camp, visited the fire station, and
raised money to buy gifts for the Shoe Box appeal.
Cubs (aged 8-10 and a half) have been on camp and
visited the Apedale mining museum which is a great
place to go to. They have also helped to make the
Christmas Tree out of recycled bottles that was hung
up by the library.
Scouts (aged 10 and a half to 14) have been busy
with their map reading skills and planning walks.
They have been on a camp in the Roaches and had a
great time exploring the area. In their patrols, they
have planned some local walks and so far, have
completed two of them.
Both Cubs and Scouts also took part in I’m a
Celebrity eating challenge and sampled the delights of
Meal Worms, Crickets, Locusts, and Buffalo worms.
The Explorers (aged 14 – 18) have helped to maintain
the Scout Hall, painting outside walls and fence panels,
completed a walk around Carsington Water and also
been on camp in the Roaches.
Plans for 2020 include a camp at Southport,
Kayaking, Archery, Rifle shooting to name a few.
If you are interested in joining the group, more
details can be found at www.audleyscouts.org.uk
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Audley & District W.I

Firstly may we wish everyone a very Happy 2020. I
know we at the W.I are looking forward to our full
programme of speakers and events throughout the
coming year.
However, I go back to where I left off last year. Our
October speaker was Julie Beeston from the Donna
Louise Trust. Her topic gave us plenty to think about.
How, despite preconceptions that the hospice would be
a sad and depressing place – especially for first time
visitors, it is in fact a place of laughter and often
boisterous activity which provides a safe and happy
environment. Parents of very ill children are confident
to leave their child overnight knowing that they will be
expertly cared for and happy, which in turn gives them
the time to rest and relax, with other siblings perhaps.
The hospice is not just for the very young, it spreads its
care wide, taking into consideration the changing
needs of young adults also. Recently, with the support
of the Denise Coates Foundation, a new young adult
facility was commissioned providing 40 people with
the appropriate care services and independent living
they themselves asked for. All in all a very thought
provoking evening which left us in awe of the
dedicated teams of medical staff and therapists it takes
to do this job. Not forgetting the many ‘unsung heroes’
like Julie whose untiring support, and fund raising
allows this much valued hospice to remain open.
November should have been an evening with Melanie
Latham and her Holly Cottage Preserves
demonstration. However, due to unforeseen
circumstances she was unable to join us. We look
forward to re-arranging a visit at a later date.
Nevertheless, our President (in Mary Poppins style),
produced from her bag, a ready prepared quiz.
Subsequently a very sociable evening continued with a
surprising amount of knowledge on chocolate bars
revealed.
Once again Beech Tree Caterers did us proud,
providing our Christmas dinner in December. A
lovely meal was enjoyed and the evening continued
with entertainment by Bill Durose who gave us his

light hearted take on
Christmas traditions
and themes, and of
course music.
Who of us will ever
forget the
accompaniment of
bells provided by
Glenis on the small
‘bring to order please’
type bell and Cheryl
who, because she was
sporting a Christmas
jumper with
strategically placed
bells sewn onto it, gave
it her all by jiggling in
time with the rhythm?
A hard act to follow.
But follow it we will, with our upcoming speakers and
events throughout 2020. More of which to be revealed
next time.
If you would like to join us or find out more about us,
come for a visit at the Pensioners Hall at 7pm on the
4th Thursday of each month.
Contact: Glenis 722009 or Anne 721957 for more
information.
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Facebook group page has already been organised, as I
write they have approximately 55 members who have
already joined.
A flyer with information has been printed and the
girls will hand them out whenever possible.
In short, the girls want to do their bit for the
community in helping by litter picking, gardening or
cleaning to tidy up the village which can be seen in the
photograph attached, taken whilst they were litter
picking.
Their main aim is to get as many children and adults
involved in organised events to make the village a
much cleaner and greener place to live and to try to
encourage people to take their litter home.
It is hoped that they can have regular meet ups
organised through the group and team up with other
groups and organisations to achieve these goals.
Pictures and information can be posted on the group’s
Facebook page and information about forthcoming
events.
To contact the Facebook page please ask your parents
permission or even get them to do it for you and go to
Facebook and search Audley Wombles.

Many villages like ours have a problem with litter and
a little voluntary help is always welcome.
Well I’m so pleased to say we have found two little
angels who care about where we live and what our
village looks like and with ages of 8 and 9 it may shame
a few adults into having a rethink.
Coral and Willow, two local junior school girls,
decided it was time for action, seeing cans, bottles and
waste dumped, turning our streets and parks into tips.
After speaking to their parents they decided to set
up Audley Wombles as a way of bringing people
together of all ages, to help to look after the
environment in the lovely parish of Audley and make
our community a nicer place to live.
The group has recently been formed and a dedicated

Your local tree surgery company
Reliable qualified and insured, based in Bignall End

All types of tree and hedge work undertaken
Full tree removal, tree reduction, trimming, thinning and tree stump removal.
Logs available - FREE delivery

For a no obligation quote please call Alex on 07530 415072

alfacontracts@mail.com
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Buddy bags have been mentioned by me in a
previous article, but this year our members will be
meeting up with the organisers to form a ‘Buddy Bag
Brigade’ in which we will fill 180 rucksacks with the
essentials, for when a child is removed at short notice
from a violent situation at home. The cost of this and
other charitable events are funded by the money you
gave to Santa Claus when we brought him around the
villages at Christmas.
We don’t just work all the time fund raising in the club.
Part of our remit is to spend time together and in
social activities with other clubs, when we do such
thing as compete with them in matches of snooker,
bowls and ten pin bowling.
The cost of these events of course is covered by the
individuals competing. Our club so far this Rotary
year is doing well in snooker
and ten pin bowling and by
the time this magazine is
published the results of our
third round matches in
January will be known. I wish
our members good luck.
If you would like to learn
more about Rotary or would
like to join, please visit
audleyrotary.co.uk and follow
the links to get in touch, or join our Facebook group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/346702352517182/

Welcome to the first news letter of this new decade.
I hope you had a good Christmas and New Year! Our
local charities did, with the annual ‘Tree of Light’
dedication raising £556.40 for Donna Louise.
The Santa Claus village run did well also with the
proceedings going to various Rotary charities.
The total collected this year was a very respectable
£5,024.82. Even better considering the weather
shortened the run by an hour one night, and on at
least one occasion the number of children desperately
wanting to see Santa meant we didn’t complete the
round.
For those that are
interested, the best night
this year was Bignall End’s,
when the good people
coughed up £821.22, 35%
up on last year and beating
the previous record of
£801.75 held by Scot Hay/
Halmer End/Alsagers
Bank.
Do I suspect there might
be a bit of friendly rivalry
next year?
Well done and thank you
to all who donated and
were involved with these
Ian Knight, Publicity and Communications Officer for
events.
the Rotary Club of Audley.
A new event for us at Christmas was our (to be)
annual, ‘Festive 5K and 1K fun run’, which took place
on a cold Sunday morning, 29th December.
We joined forces with Audley Striders Running Club
to organise this fundraising event on behalf of Mary’s
Meals who aim to provide every child with a daily
meal at their school. They work in 18 countries
including Kenya, India, Ethiopia and South Sudan.
A full report is available elsewhere in this magazine.
Before Christmas we paid for 12 visually impaired
children from all over Staffordshire to go on the
Foxfield Santa Railway Trip. A fantastic time was had
by all.
Later this year we will be holding a ‘Buddy Bag’ filling
day.
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A Message from the Manse window.
The focus of my thoughts is
again the old telephone
exchange.
Since the last time I wrote, it
looks like the building is
‘coming together’.
Over the last couple of
months there have been many
opportunities for the
community of Audley to
‘come together’ and I wish to
thank all those who have
provided these opportunities
and for their hard work.
At the end of November, the
village was invaded by knitted Angels. Within hours
of them appearing the community Facebook page was
a flutter with comments. This was followed by special
‘Angel events’: coffee at the Pensioners Hall and a
family fun after school event at the Methodist Church.
Both events were extremely popular. Thank you to St.
James’ Mothers’ Union and The Methodist Church for
this joint venture and to all who knitted angels.
The village ‘came together’ on the library car park to
sing carols and see the lighting of the memory
Christmas tree. Thank you to Audley Rotary and
Audley Brass.
The last Saturday in November brought another
opportunity to ‘come together’ at the community
market held at the community centre. Thank you to
the organisers and stall holders.
December saw the Living Advent calendar gradually
appear. Each evening a window was unveiled. Thank
you to The Cobbles, those who decorated windows
and those who went to see the unveiling on windows
in all weathers.
The middle of December saw the nursery and
reception classes from Ravensmead visit the chapel for
their Christmas service. The children sang Christmas
songs and we told the story of a mouse at Christmas
and how he found a baby in the hay. Thank you to the
staff and pupils of Ravensmead.
It also meant it was time for the biennial Village
Christmas concert. The choirs had been practicing
and it was being organised for months. It all came
together on the night and was a fantastic celebration of
music in Audley. Thanks goes to the organisers,
Audley Male Voice Choir, Audley Ladies Choir,
Denise, Stefan, Phil and those who provided
refreshments.
I also wish to thank Audley Rotary for the many miles
they walked and the organisation needed to help Santa
visit the community of Audley and further afield over
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two weeks in December.
The last opportunity of 2019 for the community to
‘come together’ was at the Santa 5K and Fun Run.
There was an amazing atmosphere and the event was
enjoyed by all. Although I’m not sure the runners
enjoyed running up Wilbrahams Walk! Thank you
again to Audley Rotary for organising this event and to
all who helped in anyway.
The hymn writer Charles Wesley penned these words:
He bids us build each other up;
and, gathered into one, to our high calling’s glorious
hope we hand in hand go on.
As we hand in hand go on as a community there are
events coming up, where we can ‘come together’
At the Methodist Church:
Every Tuesday 10.30am -12pm in Church coffee and
chat. Tuesday 18th February 10am -11.30am Family
fun morning: Games, Crafts, Story and Food, theme
music. Free event.
Mothering Sunday 22nd March
10.30am Fun morning style worship including
baptism.
Saturday 28th March 10am -2pm Audley together.
Wednesday 15th April 10am -11.30am
Family Fun morning: Games, Crafts, Story, Food,
theme spring. Free event.
Maundy Thursday 9th April.
Meal and service 6.30pm in the hall.
Good Friday 10th April.
Village Open Air Service 10am Start
Easter Sunday 12th April.
10.30am Worship taken by members of the
congregation including Tea & Coffee
6pm Rev. Joy Ventom including Holy Communion.
Sunday 24th May 3pm.
Pet Service, bring your pets large and small to church.
Look out for posters and in your community news for
further opportunities to ‘come together’ over the
coming year.
Psalm 133 in the Bible says ‘Behold how good and
pleasant it is when people live together in unity’.
May the village continue ‘coming together’ and live in
unity. I seek not only to serve the Church but to also
be a presence in the community.
Do stop me if you would like a chat when you see me
round the village.
Blessings Rev. Joy
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Mr Terence (Terry) Kelsall

It is with sadness that
we report Terry
passed away
peacefully aged 77
years on the 15th
November 2019 after a
very short illness.
Terry was the beloved
husband to the late
Helen and an adoring
father to Chris and
Dianne and devoted
grandad to his loving
grandchildren.

Terry was born in
Shelton and was one
of four children and
life as a child was so exciting as they lived near to the
local park and canal. Being brought up with his twin
brother Trevor and two sisters Carol and Sandra, there
were so many happy memories of making boats to sail
and swimming in the canal.
Terry was educated at the Cauldon Road school and on
leaving school on the Friday he was in employment the
following Monday.
He had numerous jobs during the following years,
including working at Biddulph Grange. He eventually
became a self employed painter and decorator and was
known for his excellent quality workmanship, Terry
always took pride in his work.
Terry throughout his life has always been a very caring
family person. When his father passed away Terry was
just 19 years old and he took upon himself the
responsibility of caring for his brother and sisters.
He was hard working and very conscientious and was
always extremely gifted. Terry could put his hands to
almost any problems, he excelled in DIY which was
seen when extending his own house and building a
summer house.
A very special friendship was formed when Terry
met Helen. Helen came from Albert Street in Bignall
End and this led to a happy wedding day in 1964 at St
James’ Parish Church, Audley.
Married life started when living with Helen’s parents
in Albert Street, then moving to their first home in
Cherry Tree Road, Boon Hill, then finally in 1973 to
Rileys Way, where home life was so valued with their
family. Terry and Helen were blessed with two loving
children first Dianne then Chris were born, they were
both devoted parents.
Living in Rileys Way for the past 46 years brought so
much happiness to both Terry and Helen, no one could
ask for better neighbours or friends, having Ann and
Dave one side and June and Derrick on the other, life
had been so blessed.
Sadly in February 2012 Helen passed away, this was a
terrible blow to Terry, as of course also to all the family
and friends.
But Terry, being Terry, he continued to make the
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best of each and every day. He so valued his monthly
walk, along with Roy and Eddie, often mistaken for the
three men from ‘Last of the Summer Wine’, they would
sometimes stop and have their drinks and scones on
Kinder Scout whilst walking.
Terry loved sport, he was a Stoke City fan through
and through. His love of football also extended to
local football having being involved with the local
Lads and Dads, he was always the one to volunteer
when work around the club and grounds were
required.
There are so many memories that we may share,
those precious times together on holiday with his
family, the beautiful pictures he had painted and
displayed on the walls in his home and the
photographs he took with his camera which could be
shared with his family.
Terry was a very special person and we all have our
own memories to cherish, his kindness and infectious
smile brought so much happiness to so many of our
lives. He was a wonderful man who will be sorely
missed by so many.
The funeral service was held on the 2nd December
2019 at the Bradwell Crematorium conducted by
Pastor Mike Gollins.

TERRY KELSALL TRIBUTE

Not just a neighbour, not just a friend
More like a brother in the times we would spend
Shared interests together with laughs and a chat
Putting things right about this and that.
Terry talked of his walks, sometimes getting lost
Being late for a scone often the cost.
He always followed the fortunes of Stoke.
Happy at times to join in a joke.
Perhaps Formula One was the sport he loved most
But in races to help he was first past the post.
Folks gardens he watered so they didn’t go dry
Helping out too with things DIY.
Fond memories we have of wonderful years
Holidays, outings, enjoying a few beers.
His family he loved and was rightly proud
Yet himself as a man he stood out from the crowd.
Without a doubt he was up with the best
And knowing him well one truly felt blessed.
For on his love and support one could always depend
Not just a neighbour, not just a friend.
Sorely missed, Derrick Bate

Nancy Hassall

Nancy was born on 25th October 1931 at 13 Victoria
Place, Miles Green.
She was the youngest child of Mary Hannah and
Archie Fox. The family, brother Harry and sister,
Edith, moved to 32 Hope Street when Nancy was 7.
Leaving school at 14, she went to work at Enderley
Mills in the ticket office, soon moving to the wages
office. Nancy was a quiet and shy girl but the world of
work brought her out of herself and she made many
life-long friends.
After “The Mill” closed she continued to work with
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figures for various companies, ending her working life
at the small mine at Apedale.
Nancy did not marry or have children but got involved
with all members of her immediate family, nieces
Margaret and Janet, nephew Paul, great-niece Jennifer
and great-great-niece Nancy Jayne. The wider family
and her friends’ families, were also all treated to her
special kind of love, particularly the children. She
would babysit, dog sit, take to the cinema, take on
trips, just be there for each generation over the years.
She has been “Aunty Nancy” to all, young and old.
She enjoyed the freedom of owning a scooter and
having adventures with friends.
Later she had cars and was happy to be able to take her
parents out.
She saw a bit of the world. Holidays were enjoyed with
friends – Toronto, Spain, Holland, Scotland.....
Nancy was a volunteer, taking out Meals on Wheels
and as a seller of poppies for many years was rewarded
with a seat at the Albert Hall one year.
Nancy was a true friend to a lot of people. She was
kind and generous to family, friends, neighbours and
all who came into contact with her. Even her carers,
this last year, were enveloped by her generosity of spirit
and thoughtfulness.
With an active mind, she enjoyed the television,
puzzles, knitting, talking on the phone, reading the
paper and keeping up with the news and, of course,
singing.
Aunty Nancy saw the best in everyone – she was a
people person and loved by all.
She passed away on 26th December in A&E at RSUH
after a fall that morning.
Family and friends attended the service at Bradwell
Crematorium on Tuesday 21st January to say Goodbye
to a lovely lady.

Norman Bailey

It is with great sadness that we
report the passing of Norman
Bailey aged 82 years.
Norman had been a fit and
active person all his life, and still
worked every day until he got
poorly in September 2019.
He was reluctant to go to the
doctors as always, but was
diagnosed with lung cancer late
the same month.
Before an operation or any
treatment could start, he
contracted pneumonia and then
died peacefully in Leighton
Hospital on the 16th December
with his family around him.
Norman was born at North Staffs Hospital in
Newcastle on the 22nd February 1937 and lived in The
Craft in Miles Green until 1965.
He was a hard worker from a very young age, even
jumping on Harvey Taylor’s milk cart and helping with
the deliveries before he went to school!
At 15 he went to work in the pit and then on to work
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for Sid Morris on his farm at Knowle Bank. Sid said
that Norman was the best worker he ever employed.
When he left the farm he went to work for John
Brooks Plant Hire at Alsager, driving a Massey
Ferguson digger and he was really good at it. He
bought himself a digger and worked on various sites,
including the Vauxhall Car Plant at Ellesmere Port,
which was almost a 90 mile round trip.
Norman and his friends got into motorbikes. He
bought a BSA Bantam and according to his friends he
used to ride it very fast! Then moved onto a 1956
Triumph Tiger Cub which was his pride and joy for 3
years, he also had a Triumph 21.
He loved the bikes so much that he bought almost
identical ones again in 2018 at 81 years of age, and
could be seen - and heard!, riding around the village.
They used to all enjoy trips to North Wales and around
the country.
His first Tiger Cub could be heard many miles away
too and his grandad would hear him coming home
from the farm and would open the door and put a
plank of wood at the front door for him to ride straight
into the house.
Norman met and married Winnie Plant in 1962 and
they continued to live in Miles Green until 1965 when
they moved to the village of Weston near Crewe.
He then bought a small plot of land and had a house
built on it for him and Winnie, who still lives there. It
was to become a great family home.
Norman later went on to work for the forestry
commission. In the early 1970s Norman started to
rent a plot of land in the village, which he eventually
went on to buy.
He started selling Christmas trees there and built up
his own shed and fencing business with the name
Baileys Woodworks.
Norman enjoyed going to Beeston auctions and
farm sales where he bought tractors and machinery.
He also loved fishing and in later years bowling, and
became very good at it, winning several cups over
quite a few years.
He still never took it too serious though which was
proved one cup match when instead of bowling his
wood, he rolled a turnip across the green much to the
amusement of everyone watching.
He also loved fixing up his tractors and ploughing a
field of potatoes every year.
He kept many chickens over the years too and the
people of the village used to get fresh eggs and
potatoes from him.
Norman had a great sense of humour and always
had jokes and stories to tell.
His funeral took place on the 31st December at All
Saints Church, Weston followed by cremation at the
Crewe Crematorium.

Bereavements & Tributes
If you wish to have a tribute included in a future issue
of the magazine please contact the Editor, you will find
his contact details on page 3 of this. magazine.
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Products in Haslington, often for 12 hour or three eight-hour shifts around the clock, and in later years
Charles was
cycled the eight miles there and back every day. When
born Wilmot
Paul and Andrew were children, he still found time to
Charles
Darlington on make a swing and a slide from recycled materials and
the 4th August this was years before Scrap Heap Challenge and
sustainability!
1931 to
In 1987 Whey Products closed. Charles could have
Wilmot and
retired
early, but this was not for him, as he always
Alice
wanted
to be busy. So, he went to work at Keele
Darlington in
University
as a groundsman until he retired in 1996.
Bignall End,
By
this
time
he had three grandchildren, James,
Audley and he
Matthew
and
Jessica, who both he and Beryl loved and
died on the
adored,
and
they
were thrilled whenever the
18th November
grandchildren
visited
or went to stay with them.
2019 in the
Beryl
and
Charles
were
now able to take many
Royal Stoke University Hospital.
memorable
holidays
and
days
out, both with friends he
He was the oldest of six children and by over ten
knew
from
school
and
new
friends
they met when on
years to the rest of the siblings. This meant he had to
holiday.
They
would
often
go
and
stay
with their new
take on responsibility from a very early age. The
friends,
both
in
Warwickshire
and
Scotland;
and
family remember him telling them of how he took the
Charles
always
took
his
tool
box
with
him
to
help
younger children in a pram with him to play football
them
with
the
odd
job.
or cricket, and he would get one of his mates to stand
He loved working in his garden and workshop and
and watch over them when it was his turn to play.
helping
friends, family and neighbours whenever he
During the war he would have to queue for food or
could.
His
workshop was full of useful tools and bits
run errands for his mum while she looked after the
and
pieces,
and neighbours said it was better than
younger children. He would then have to run to
visiting
B&Q!
school and would often be in trouble for being late.
He attended the weddings of two of his
On leaving school at 14 he initially worked at
grandchildren,
and became a great grandad earlier this
Downing Bricks and Tiles in Chesterton, which was
year
which
provided
him much joy and happiness.
hard physical work. His mum called one day to bring
He
was
extremely
proud
to be a great grandad and said
him lunch and found him covered in sweat from
he
was
looking
forward
to
this Christmas for the first
running around the hot factory carrying heavy
time
since
losing
Beryl.
material. She was shocked and said he must look for
The family would like to thank everyone who has
something else. He then worked at Cherry Tree Farm
supported
them and especially his friend Frank and
in Barthomley and began his long association with the
brother
John
who helped to ensure someone was with
village.
Charles
every
day in hospital. The final thank you is to
Charles rode his motorbike past the White Lion
Charles;
for
being
a great dad, grandad and great
Cottage where a young girl named Beryl lived. He
grandad,
and
a
great
friend to everyone. You will be
eventually asked her out when they were both 19 and
greatly
missed
by
all.
arranged to pick her up on the bridge across the road
from the Church. He was late as the headlight on his
motorbike had failed, and he had been trying to obtain
a replacement. He didn’t expect her to be still waiting
in the dark, but she was; and she often said this began
a long history of Charles frequently being late because
he was mending or working on something! He loved
being busy and throughout his life would spend hours
in his garage and workshop coming up with innovative
ways of repairing or modifying things.
Beryl and Charles were married in Barthomley on
the 1st of January 1955 when they were both 23. He
moved to work at Jeffrons Hays Farm, and they lived in
a house rented from the farmer at 4 Waggon Cottages
Audley. He was to live there for 65 years. Paul came
along in 1959 with Andrew five years later. In 1964 the
farm was sold, and Charles bought the house and went
to work at Whey Products in Haslington, where he
made many great friends. He then bought the adjacent
number 3 Waggon Cottages and over the years made 3
& 4 into one big house.
audleyallotments@gmail.com
Whilst doing all this he worked full time at Whey

Charles Darlington
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Medieval and Community Fair
April 2020
This April would have been P.A.M.S. 10th show on the
Millennium Green and at Audley and District
Community Centre, who have both been very
generous to us over the past years.
Each year we have to raise at least £5,000 to hold the
event for free to the public. Unfortunately, this year we
do not have sufficient funds to allow us to do this.
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HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

Over the past years we have managed to stage 9 events
with different displays, stalls and activities, and for our
10th anniversary we wanted to change things and have
some different attractions for the public to enjoy. We
need to raise sufficient funds to allow us to do this, but
sadly have been unable to do so.
So, this year we need to concentrate on raising enough
money to stage the event in April 2021.
If anyone is willing to help out at our fund raising
events, join our team, or has any information on stalls
they would like to see please contact us with the
relevant phone numbers.
Here’s looking forward to a successful year’s
fundraising and the return of the medieval event in
April 2021.
Thank you to everyone who has supported us over the
past years; we appreciate all the help you have given us.
Sandra Ginnis 07782 349 524
parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk
Facebook ‘Pams Audley’
Sandra.

Views from the Vicarage:
‘Wonderful Counsellor’

‘You need some
counselling’ could be
a very offensive thing
to say. The way we
normally think
counselling works is
that someone who has
a problem is sent off
to someone who
hasn’t got a problem.
We imagine the
person with the
problem lies on the
couch of the person who hasn’t got a problem, and
talks about their unhappy childhood, while the
counsellor nods and goes ‘mmmm…’. I know that’s a
terrible misrepresentation of the brilliant work many
counsellors do, but that’s the impression lots of us

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

have, and it partly explains why mental health issues
are still often taboo subjects.
But I think I would feel very different if someone said
to me ‘you need some advice’ (which is what ‘counsel’
means). That’s much less scary – after all, it’s what we
do as a community every day.
If you tell a friend that you’re worried about your
partner’s behaviour or that your child is struggling at
school, the next thing your friend says will be ‘counsel’
– the only question is whether it’s good counsel or not!
Given that, it’s great news that the Bible calls Jesus
‘wonderful counsellor’. He really is the person who’s
got life sorted and his words in the Bible speak wisdom
into the confusion and hard places in our lives. That’s
why St James and St John’s are running a week of talks
for everyone this April 20th-24th thinking about the
ancient wisdom Jesus offers for modern problems we
all face (including depression, frustration, grief,
anxiety, stress, and regrets).
We’ve got lots of hopes for that week. I’m hoping that
it’ll help us talk and think as a community about topics
we often find hard to discuss and find helpful ‘advice’.
I’m hoping that it’ll help us see ourselves as ‘people
with problems helping people with problems’. And,
most of all, I’m praying it’ll help many people hear and
trust in Jesus’ ‘wonderful counsel’.
With love and best wishes,

Simon
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Local Ju-Jitsu Club
Celebrates 25 years

Local Ju-Jitsu Club celebrates 25 years as
instructors and clock up 40 years of
training
Audley born Sensei Deb ForsterSharples joined the BJJA / WJJF in 1980,
where she met her long term ‘uke’
(partner) Jason Holford at local clubs in
Chesterton and Kidsgrove where they
trained together until 1984 when they
joined the WJJF in Congleton to
continue training towards their Black
Belt which Jason passed in May and Deb
in Dec 1985. They created the KyushoTai Junior Demonstration Team doing displays for the
police, Hospitals, M.Ps, Councillors, Town Mayors and
several local schools, raising money for local charities,
ambulance services and clubs. Eventually taking over
the running of WJJF Congleton in 2002.
Both became fully qualified Martial Arts Instructors in
1986 and have completed several refresher courses
including First Aid. Jason also became a Level 2 coach
and Deb a Level 3 as well as continuing through five
Dan gradings to reach the 5th Master Grade of Godan
in 2017.
Deb opened her first World
Ju-Jitsu Federation club in the
Boughey Arms Hall in Audley
in 1994. After moving to
Audley Community Centre in
1996, the club has grown from
strength to strength bringing
local families together as they
train with students from ages 5
to 65yrs. In 2016 she became a
full-time Martial Arts Instructor and has strived to
open the world of Ju-Jitsu to everyone from 5yrs
upwards. From this time she has owned 3 WJJF clubs,
Audley, Blurton & Congleton with over 100 students
whilst becoming a Level 3 Area Coach, NVQ Level 2
City & Guilds in Sports & Recreation, WJJF Senior
Technical Officer and a Member of The WJJF
Management Team.
Sensei Deb continues to host
several demonstrations and
Throw-A-Thons at local village
fetes to raise money for local
charities and students such as
Audley in Purple & Becca’s
Wish to Walk. Over the past 4
decades Sensei Deb has put on
several self-defence courses
for Youth & Community
Services, Newcastle College, Staffordshire Aid Cadets,
Bee Active and Stoke-on-Trent Council. Along with
the Merit Award Scheme that allows the kids to earn
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weaponry badges to sew on their gi’s. There has also
been Birthday, Halloween and Christmas parties held
at the club over the years.
The club is also extremely proud
to announce that in October
2019 six of their students passed
their Junior Black belt & Above
Gradings and the following day
7 more of their students
travelled up to WJJF HQ in
Liverpool to complete their
coaching courses. WJJF ABC now has 10 Assistant

Junior Coaches, 1 Junior Coach and 4 Adult Coaches.
The other kyu-grade students (under Black belt)went
on to do their grades in Dec 2019 .

A celebration cake was shared with all those who have
helped and supported her over the last 25 years and
making WJJF Staffordshire such a roaring success.
Thanks were given to long term supporters including
Sensei Katia Robinson Tillotson who began training at
Audley in 1997 & Sensei Patrick Greenhalgh in 2005
and of course Sensei Jason Holford.
Special heartfelt thanks were given to Deb’s mum
(Sensei Nana Pam) for her 40 years of support and
administration for club, and son Cameron, who
started Ju-Jitsu when he was 6 years old and is still
helping out now some 12 years later .
Chief Instructor Sensei Deb
Forster-Sharples said ‘ 25
years - well what can I say?
After passing my 3rd Dan
Black Belt in 1994 I was
determined to set up my own
club and pass on my
knowledge to others. I have
met so many people through
the WJJF who have remained

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
friends for 30 odd years.
I feel really old when my original students bring
their children (and sometime grandchildren) to train
at our club.
2019 has been a busy year for us so we wanted to
take the chance to highlight the amazing work of all
our students and instructors over the past year.
We would also like to thank all the parents and
relatives who have supported us over the past year.
2020 is a even more special year for both Jase and I, as
we have been training together for 40 years; there are

Dan Hughes Memory 5 Years On.
With the 5th
anniversary of
Dan’s passing fast
approaching I
thought it would be
a good time to take
a look back at what
has been achieved
in his name since
March the 19th
2015.
When we decided
to get involved with
CRY we made heart
screening our main
priority, our initial
aim was to screen
100 of Dan’s closest
friends but it soon became apparent from people
approaching us that there was a demand for more
events, so we set about raising the funds.
It’s safe to say we never imagined what would
happen, thanks to some hard work by some very kind
and dedicated people and the incredible local support
we have been able to screen 1,009 young people at Sir
Thomas Boughey Academy, Halmer End.
The funding is in place for at least one screening
weekend per year in the parish for the next six years,
that’s another 1,200 more hearts to be tested. We
know that screening works following the detection of
Lucy Smith’s condition back in 2016 but as well as
preventing other tragedies like Dan’s the testing also
gives peace of mind to the 100s of people and their
families who get the all clear.
We do heart screenings in other parts of the
country as well which are funded by those regions, this
means that in total Dan’s memorial fund has paid for
the screening of 1903 young hearts which has resulted
in 56 people being referred for further tests and
whatever treatment is required. These people were
totally unaware they had a heart problem and without
the screening the outcome may have been very
different.
We have been able to buy a new ECG machine for
CRY which now goes all over the country with the
screening teams testing young people’s hearts.
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so many people that have helped and supported us
over the years that we cannot mention them all, but we
would like to thank our parents and family who got us
started in the first place and our
initial instructors Sensei Dave
Griffin & Derek Sproston and of
course Prof Robert Clark (RIP).
Here’s to another 40 years !’
Debs
We have worked at raising the profile of CRY around
the area through the annual events we now stage and
the talks and awareness days we attend yet still we get
people who say they have never heard of the charity or
Dan’s story so are we doing enough?
You could argue not but we look back on the past 5
years with a lot of pride in what we have achieved but
also with a realization that there is still so much more
to do.
On a national level CRY continues to campaign for a
mandatory screening programme for all young people
and we are firmly committed to supporting that aim.
As a family Kim & Sue
(who work tirelessly
away in the
background) and
myself live with the
pain and sadness of
Dan’s loss every day
and that is why we will
be continuing to raise
funds to stage more
screening days.
We would like to thank
you all and look
forward to your continued support for the coming
years.
Regards, Dave.
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Parish Play Area Investment A&DPC
Albert Street
We have now completed the consultation with the
schools, and a draft scheme is being prepared with the
equipment chosen by the children. Residents who
back onto the site will be invited to comment, before
the scheme is finalised. We hope that the new
equipment will be in place around the summer of
2020. Please note that over the next month or so, tree
works will be carried out to the 2 oak trees on the site
to remove dead wood and die back, to allow further
monitoring. A scan of both trees will also be carried
out to get an independent view of their condition.

Budget 2020/21
The budget for 2020/21 has been discussed at the
Parish Council meetings over the last few months.
The final precept has been set at the 16th January 2020
meeting. There will be no increase on the precept for
next year (2020/21) – which will remain at £60.83 per
annum for a Band D property*. Projects for next year
will include looking at creating more off road parking
where possible. *Please note that this is applied
proportionately to all council tax banded properties,
however Band D is used as an example.
CCTV
Unfortunately, the Parish Council was not successful
in the bid for Village CCTV funding from the Police
and Crime Commissioner. However working in
partnership with the Audley Locality Partnership, the
Parish Council will fund the cameras for the village.
These will be installed over the next few months along
Church Street, by the shops and library, and are for the
purposes of crime prevention and detection. CCTV is
due to be installed shortly at Halmer End play area
(Harrison Close).
Crime reports - Police
If you witness a crime, incident or are a victim of a
crime, it is important that you report this to the police
as soon as you can. If it is not an emergency you can
either report it to 101 (and request a call back if there
is a long wait) or alternatively you can send a message
via Facebook to Staffordshire Police at https://www.

AUDLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
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facebook.com/staffordshirepolice/
Please make sure you get a Crime Report number, as
this feeds into the statistics for the Parish, which are
used for allocating policing resources. The Police
surgeries are also held on the third Wednesday of
every month at Audley Community Centre at 10am,
and also at Halmer End Institute. Please contact both
centres to confirm the exact dates.
Hedges
The Parish Council have been reviewing where there
are hedges which overhang or create visibility issues on
the road. Any hedge which causes an issue will be
reported to Highways, who may serve notice and carry
out the work, at the cost of the landowner. Please keep
your hedges cut back to avoid this.
Parking
The Parish Council is looking to work with Audley
Methodist Church to provide some temporary repairs
to improve the car park between Tesco and Co-op.
Additionally we are nearing the point when the Parish
Council will be able to take on the Butchers Arms car
park from the Borough Council. At that point we will
look to resurface it and improve the drainage. In order
to improve the dangerous parking that occurs on a
regular basis on the zig zags and double yellow lines,
particularly around Church Street shops, the parking
wardens and police have been asked to take action.
Bus timetable changes - 1, 1A Meir - Longton - Stoke
- Newcastle - Knutton - Silverdale - Audley - Wood
Lane
D&G are changing the times of the 1 and 1A bus
service, including Saturday, to accommodate the wider
county changes. This comes into place in April 2020,
and you can see the changes once finalised by visiting
their website - https://www.dgbus.co.uk/buses-instaffordshire-and-stoke-on-trent.html
The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Thursday of each
month, alternating between Wood Lane Community
Centre and Audley Pensioners Hall. Future meeting
dates and contact details are available on the website
https://audleyparishcouncil.org/ or the 8 noticeboards.
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AUDLEY MILLENNIUM
GREEN TRUST
To maintain the Audley Millennium Green costs at
least £3000 annually, and of course the costs are
increasing every year.
As you are aware the Audley Millennium Green
Team is made up of volunteers, and it is to this end we
ask for your help. If we can get more people to
volunteer to assist in the physical maintenance of the
Audley Millennium Green, then our funding
applications could be concentrated on improvements
to the area, thereby benefiting both humans and
animals. For instance:
We currently have a Forest School Area, which is used
on a regular basis by a local nursery group,
unfortunately due to matters beyond our control, the
area and the equipment was vandalised.
willing to donate to us that would be fantastic. We can
So perhaps, whilst you are out walking, you could
keep a look out for any changes/untoward occurrences, arrange collection or you could drop them off on one
of our Saturday sessions and see what we do.
and let us know of anything you spot.
Our Saturday Sessions are held on the 3rd Saturday
of
each Month 10am until 12noon.
We have had instances of fires being built in areas
which could easily devastate the flora, fauna and
Lastly, we all need funding, and as a Charitable Trust
wildlife if it took hold.
If you notice anything, please let us know as soon as we are no different, so if you would like to join our
Lyme Lottery then please go to https://www.
possible, and take photos too if you can.
lymelottery.co.uk/support/audley-millennium-greentrust you can join as an individual or as a Syndicate of
Help is needed with our maintenance efforts.
Volunteers are always welcome and needed. Whether people, or maybe you would prefer to sponsor a piece
of equipment for a Grass Cut?
you are a novice or an expert your help will be
As I say, we need your support and whichever you
welcomed. If you are interested in learning more,
offer,
it will be gratefully received.
please get in touch.
We have recently experienced a ‘break in’ to our
‘hut’. It houses very little, but what was there was
stolen, and we can’t afford the replacements yet. So we
For more information about the Audley Millennium
are in need of:Green Trust please contact Dawn on 07921450599, or
A Petrol Strimmer
email: ddobson1959@hotmail.com, or via Facebook.
A Petrol Hedge Cutter
Gardening Gloves
Thank you to everyone for reading and we look
Hand Tools ie Trowels, Forks, Spade, Shovel,
forward to hearing from you.
Wheelbarrow etc.
Happy New Year 2020.
Garden Bags
Dawn
Dobson.
Litter Pickers etc if you have any that you would be
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Audley Community Library
And Information Centre

The library volunteers are still busy with various
projects and different queries that crop up every week.
Since the last edition of Audley Community News,
three classes (ages 7, 8 and 9) from Ravensmead
school are now visiting the library every 3 weeks.
They are all enrolled as members and have their own
library tickets. It’s a joy to welcome them in and they
are really excited when
they choose their books
and wait in line at the
counter to have them
issued It is always
rewarding to continue to
encourage children to
read outside the school
curriculum.
Reading for pleasure
not only assists the reader
in spelling and grammar,
but opens up a world
where imagination is used
when opening the pages
of a book.
Thank you to the teachers and teaching assistants for
bringing the children along to the library in all
weathers. When the children learned that we are a
volunteer run library, they wanted to do something for
us.
So, on December 18th, they held a tea/cake/raffle
event for us, which a couple of us attended. It was a
wonderful gesture which we really appreciated and
they handed us a cheque for £150.54 on their next visit
to the library.
A big “Thank You” to Ravensmead school and we
hope to work closely with them in the future.
The Rotary Club Tree of Light service was held on
Friday 29th November on the library car park.
Refreshments were available in the library after the
service. Donations from the tree of light went to the
Donna Louise Trust.
It was a better turnout this year, due to better weather
and advertising. A cheque for £50 was given to the
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library by the Rotary
Club as a thank you
for our help in
making this event
take place.

as one of our volunteers.

The library has a
comprehensive
collection of local
history books.
We invite anyone who
is interested in local
history or tracing
their family history to
come along.
Tuesday afternoons is
an ideal time, as we
have a local historian

The Information Centre/Meeting Room :
We continue to host a number of agencies who use the
library’s meeting room. These are :
Mondays: (3rd in each month) Citizens Advice
Bureau 2pm to 5pm
Honeysuckle art club 1pm to 3.30pm (Contact Pat
Darlington on 01782 720539 )
The art club is for watercolour painting for beginners.
Tuesdays:
Scrabble Club
10am to 12pm .
Picture opposite
showing members of
the Scrabble group.
Dementia Friendly
Sessions 6pm to
7pm Check with the
library for dates or
contact Paul Barrow
on e mail
paulaudleyrotary@
gmail.com
Thursday:
Book Club meets on the first Thursday of each month
from 2pm.
The library is still being used as a centre for Audley
Parish Fights Cancer.
The meetings are held here and proceeds from events
handed in to be passed on to Cancer Research U.K.
Contact us on : 01782 720527 E mail; audley.
library@staffordshire.gov.uk
Library opening times :
Mon 2pm to 5pm, Tues, Thur and Fri, 9am to 5pm,
Sat 9.30am to 1pm.
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Audley Striders Miles Ahead
It was just 12 months ago that the
Audley Striders running club was
formed with a few friends coming
together to enjoy running and as a way
of keeping fit and healthy and has the
support of our local Health Centre and
its doctors. This has now grown into a
local running community with over 130
registered members.
The club meets on a regular basis at the
Audley Community Centre car park.
To help celebrate this achievement
they came together for a fantastic
evening of fun on the 7th December
2019.
Awards were also presented on the
night to the following winners.
Lee Lycett. Most improved male.
Suzanne Emery. Most improved female.
Tracey Barker. Striders personality.
Nick Duck. Team spirit award.
Duncan Richardson. Special acknowledgement.
Warren Webb. Best attire.
The group organisers would like to take this
opportunity to thank everyone for their continued

Audley Football Club
The season is now well underway and all teams at the

club continue to do well in their respective leagues and
are proudly representing the club and the community
alike.
Behind the scenes the club’s committee continues to
work hard with administration matters which has been
rewarded with the club maintaining their Chartered
Status with the FA, which is no mean feat as year on
year compliance to the FA’S requirement becomes
more stringent.
The club’s committee is also reviewing their
Development Plan in order to establish the club’s

support that we have received during 2019 and we
would welcome new members in the New Year.
Finally we would like to wish everyone a very Happy
New Year.
strategy for the next 5 years with regard to all aspects
of the club.
On the topic of fund raising the dates for the annual
Beer Festival are now confirmed.
The festival will commencing on Thursday 7th May
and will finish on Sunday 10th May, so as to coincide
with the Bank holiday weekend commemorating the
75th anniversary of VE day.
If you are interested in providing any sponsorship
for the event please contact Richard Platt on 01782
721133
Richard Platt Chairman.
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Eric’s Walks
CONGLETON CLOUD
FROM TIMBERSBROOK

For this edition’s walk, we drive to
Timbersbrook car park (free) situated on
the Gritstone Trail. The trail is a 35 mile
signposted path from Disley in the North
finishing at Kidsgrove Railway Station. For
this walk we walk a short section linking
with the Dane Valley Way.
Leave the car park on the trail, heading
for the Cloud, exiting the car park at the
opposite end from where you came in. At
the road turn left, and in a few yards right
onto Gosberryhole Lane.
Now simply follow the Trail markers to the Cloud
summit, where there is a Triangulation Pillar and an
Orientation Table giving distances to various land
marks. Fantastic views all round from the summit.
Continue on to the road and turn left. The Gritstone
Trail takes the first path on the right, down to a road
where the Trail turns left.
Unfortunately one of the kissing gates is blocked by
a fallen tree, so my recommendation would be to take
the second path on your right down to the same road
and turn left then right at the junction.
We are now on the Dane Valley Way, follow the road
downhill to the Macclesfield Canal and take the path
on the left just before the Canal.
Follow the path past the aqueduct, joining the Canal

tow path and head left towards Congleton.
At the A54, left and left again onto Peover Lane, once
over the Railway, take the next path on your right.
The path goes through ‘Lord of Timbersbrook’s’
Farm, Quite a quirky place! Turn right onto the road,
then left at Key Green Methodist Church. Follow this
road back to the car park.
The walk works out at 6 ½ miles with 950 feet of
ascent, lovely little walk with great views.
More details and pictures on Eric’s Walks page on
Facebook.
Eric Davies.

6 Great reasons to choose County Vets for your pets:







Late night opening until 8pm at our branches (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) & Saturday opening.
Reduced price home visits £25.00 per visit every Wednesday.
Free vaccinations and much more with our Healthy Pet Club membership
Free Free
consultation
for all
First
consultation
fornew
newclients.
clients registering
Laparoscopic bitch speys – keyhole surgery which is less invasive giving a quicker recovery time.
RCVS Outstanding Client Services Award and Awarded Silver in ISFM’s Cat Friendly Clinic scheme
AWARDED

‘OUTSTANDING’
BY THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS

County Vets Alsager, 9 Lawton Rd

Friarswood Veterinary Centre, 12 Friarswood Rd

County Vets Sandbach, 30 Crewe Rd

01270 882112

01782 615698

01270 767455

County Vets Advert 210x148mm.indd 1
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Audley Parish Fights Cancer
2019/20

Bignall End barber’s Shop, W M Riley and Sons. A
total of £405.00 was donated. Thank you very much
for your continued support.
Other donations were received from Jenny Otter, £25
and Halmer End Institute £50.
A total of £71.09 was raised from collection boxes
from Huws Gray, Vibe Halmer End and the Cobbles.
£54.82 has been raised from the sale of Christmas pin
badges by the Boughey Arms and Bignall End Cricket
Club.
Quarry Service Station have a continuing bric-a-brac
sale and are selling Cancer Research flowers on the
forecourt. These, together with donations and money
for tyre inflation, have so far raised a total of £252.72.
We would like to thank Val and Paul Barrow for their
enthusiasm in supporting Cancer Research U.K.
A total of £6564.06 has now been raised as of 20th
December 2019 since 1st April 2019.
Audley Community Library is being used as a centre
for communications and details of events. It is also a
centre for the collection of monies raised and passed
on to Cancer Research U.K. Thank you to the library
and Volunteers.
If anyone has ideas of events they would like to hold,
large or small, please make contact on the Audley
Purple Facebook page or contact the library on 01782
720527. We hope that we will be able to make the
fundraising for Cancer Research U.K. a continuing
success, an event for which we can be justly proud as a
community.

Fundraising events have
been held throughout
the community, both
large and small.
Events held since the
last edition of the
Community News are as follows:
Audley Methodist Cameo Club again raised £115.04
from a collection after one of their talks.
Audley Cricket Club held a raffle and raised £125,
Audley Patients Panel raised £372.12 during the flu
vaccinations programme. We thank Audley Health
Centre for their continued support.
Archway Hair Design in Church Street raised a total of
£508.15 from a raffle and donations.
The Boughey Arms held a collection and raffle on a
brewery trip and raised £221.85.
Audley Craft Club donated £200 from the sale of
knitted items at the Christmas Fair held at the
Community Centre.
Thank you very much for all the contributions from
the above. Your hard work and enthusiasm is to be
applauded.
Donations have been received from our local business
supporters listed below:
Horne Brothers, Miles Green Garage, Richard Dalton,
Quarry Service Station, A.V.R car repairs, Horsleys,
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HALMER END C.I.C 2020
Halmer End CIC is a purely non profit making
organisation run by a dedicated number of loyal
volunteers. Success of the CIC is down to this group,
of which there are 15 in total, all with varied skills to
maintain its profile.
2019 has been a successful year with continued
growth achieved by adding a community gospel choir
to the schedule run by Ann Sylvester
All activities have increased in attendance.
Both our outdoor bowls teams and
football teams secured promotion during
2018-2019 season.
Minnie’s Tea Room is a continued success
story with over 60 covers on the Wednesday
opening, this is becoming one of of our major
earners this year, so much so we will be
seeking grants from Awards For All and the
National Lottery to extend, this will
incorporate facilities for Alzheimer’s sufferers
as well Dementia and disabled users.
Membership of the Lyme Lottery are
increasing consequently adding funding for the
refurbishment and maintenance fund, which is a
great asset to increase our funding.
Expanding the community continues with new
groups including Model Making and additional
classes in Yoga, Dance and a Sweet Boutique for
Children’s parties.
We have increased the Beer Festival events to two,
one in the Winter and another in the Summer, both
are well supported by the local community with good
food and entertainment.
The introduction of small sketches organised by a
team of amateur actors was introduced this year and
was a great success and will be repeated in 2020, along
with a country fair and selected artists this has
developed into a new drama group named J 16.
The bowling green is recognised now as one of a
high quality standard and it is proposed to introduce
championship entertainment on there this season
capitalising on the prestigious attendees.
Maintenance of the grounds, garden and the
building is a contining excercise, funded normally by
grants from various sources, Red Industries, KMF,
Awards for All, Audley Rural Parish Council, Audley
Rotary Club and Phil Hancock’s Oatcuisine
Their support is invaluable to our continued success.
This Christmas like previous years was dedicated to
the children in the village with a visit from Santa Claus
presenting each child with a free gift and free drinks
and food for the parents. It was a resounding success.
A new Memorial Area has been created to
acknowledge the fallen of both world wars, as well as a
plaque to remember the the lost miners of the Minnie
Pit disaster. Both catastrophes depriving the Parish of
its men young and old.
2020 once again will be a challenging year for the
team and planning is underway for numerous events,
Rock-n-Roll night in March with a sixteen piece band

and not forgetting the Beer Festival will be scheduled
in for June.
There is also an Italian evening planned later in the
Autumn.
Quiz Nights and Pie and Pea supper are also on the
cards with our MC Maurice Play Your Cards Right
Daly.
We invite you to visit and hope we will see you at one
of those events this year.
Our partnership continues with The Sir Thomas
Boughey Academy.
The students will be making more outdoor seating this
year modelled on Pit Tubs.
If you think you can offer some time to the Stute in any
form, please pop in to see us any Wednesday for a chat.
Thank you.
Mike Joynson Chairman
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SIR THOMAS BOUGHEY
ACADEMY

We must begin by wishing everyone a very
Happy New Year.
As ever, we look back and look forwards on
events that have taken place and the
opportunities yet to be enjoyed.
On the 26th November, our newly formed
Young Engineer of the year team attended the
launch event for this year’s competition, Sent Into
Space. Over the next few months they will be
building a module to send their own science
experiment into space before recovering their craft
and analysing their findings. Regular updates on
the progress of the team will keep you in touch
with this exciting journey.
The Harmonize choir group along with some
talented soloists took part in a Christmas Concert by
candlelight (which also featured pupils from the
Newcastle and Clayton Academies) on 11th December
at St James Church in Clayton. It was a wonderful
evening that showcased the talent that young people
from across the 3 schools of United Endeavour Trust.
From music to sport and, as part of their GCSE PE and
BTEC PE course, pupils from Yr 9 and 10 visited
Manchester United. The day included a tour of the
stadium, dressing room, visit to the museum and a
lesson on food, nutrition, training and match
preparation. Our guides were excellent and, as always,
our pupils’ behaviour and attitude were outstanding.
Christmas is a time for giving and thinking of others
and this is definitely true within school.
On the 30th November, 17 pupils and staff left
school to walk to Stoke City’s home match v Blackburn
Rovers. They set off early in the morning and made
their way to the Bet 365 Stadium. The whole purpose
of the expedition was to raise money for the Douglas
Macmillan hospice. We are incredibly proud of their
achievement because those pupils managed to raise
more than £1500 for the charity and we were delighted
to be able to present a cheque to Dougie Mac during
our Christmas assembly.
Also before Christmas, we took part in the The
Donna Louise: Hospice care for children & young
people Christmas jumper day. The School Council
were very pleased to present them with the money we
raised - a whopping £467!
Thank you to all of the students who took part and
have helped this amazing local cause.
On the 13th December we held our Christmas Party
in conjunction with Audley LAP. Distinguished local
residents joined us for an early Christmas party. There
was much conversation, music and merriment in
anticipation of a visit from Father Christmas himself
and he didn’t disappoint. The lunch was made by our
catering students and they did a fantastic job in
making sure our guests went home feeling delightfully
full. The bingo proved to be as competitive as ever
although the caller could do with a little improvement
in his technique. We hope everyone enjoyed
themselves and we are looking forward to next year

already. This year we managed to get The Sentinel to
cover the event and they wrote a lovely article in
response. The link to the article can be found below.
https://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/news/stoke-on-trentnews/its-best-day-year-pensioners-3642537
On the 13th February, school will hold its annual
Mock Interview Evening for Year 11. Pupils who
attend are sure to receive invaluable experience of what
to expect in a ‘real’ job interview. They will be given
feedback on the documents they have prepared as well
as general feedback on how they could improve their
interview technique. Our thanks to everyone in
advance – whether it be as an interviewer or
supportive parent / relative – and we look forward to
sharing some photos in the next edition.
Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for more
activities as they happen.

AWARDS FOR COMMUNITY PUB

It was all smiles
once again for
landlady Linda
Shaw of the
Swan Inn
Bignall End,
when attending
the recent Mark
Readers Annual
Awards held at
the Jollees
Cabaret Venue
in Stoke. She
can be seen
receiving The
Mark Readers Choice Award for 2019 from the Mayor
of Stoke, Jackie Barnes.
Linda and husband Paul also celebrate their 10th
anniversary at the Swan Inn and during 2019 they
were also successful in receiving a number of other
awards which included Camara Pub Of The Month for
December 2019 and Camara Cider Pub Merit Award
for 2019. Then in January Linda and Paul received the
Best Cask Ale Award for 2019 from Dorbiere Brewery
at its conference held at Lakeside Windemere.

26

FEATURES

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

AUDLEY PARISH ANGLING CLUB

Why Go Fishing?
A lot of anglers are asked this question by those who
have never tried the sport. There are proven benefits
to be had by participating - i.e.
Angling will improve your mental and physical
wellbeing.
Being outside in the fresh air will allow your body to
top up on vital vitamin D even if the weather is dull
and overcast. Vitamin D helps in regulating the
amount of calcium and phosphate in your body and
keeps your bones and teeth healthy. It boosts your
immune system and has been linked to fighting
depression.
According to research in the British Journal of Sports
Medicine fishing can improve your concentration.
Simply being outside and looking at the environment
around you improves your ability to concentrate.
Being near water lowers anxiety and gives a feeling of
calm. Apparently 40% of adults lie awake at night
through stress, charities are realising this and starting
to use the therapeutic benefits of fishing to treat
post-traumatic-stress-disorder and other illnesses.
You can join Audley Parish Angling Club at any age
and become part of a community, whether you take
part in club competitions or are just a pleasure angler.
Being around like-minded people, sharing an interest
and chatting with new friends is a lovely way to spend
the day.
Fishing is all about personal goals, and attaining these
goals is a great way to improve self-esteem. It’s also a
lifelong skill that you can enjoy at any age. Every
angler remembers catching their first fish. Fishing
properly requires a lot of skill and it is a sport that can
be enjoyed by all the family. It was heart-warming to
see all the generations involved at the junior fishing
match. Fishing allows you to switch off your computer,
leave emails unopened, get away from the games
console or tablet, and lets you escape from the daily
grind. Try it!!

Social Welfare Organisation (CISWO) who are the
landowners, the Coal Authority (formerly the National
Coal Board) who own the Minnie Pit shaft cap and
Newcastle Borough Council who manage the site. As
the club is already registered with these organisations
it makes it easier to get the necessary permissions to
carry out the site works to create a fitting tribute to the
victims of the disaster.
The first stage has been to construct a plinth and install
steel figures representing a family group at the
entrance to the site.
James Dean of Dean & Mifflin Services constructing
the foundation & plinth.

Family figure group manufactured by PM Training
Heritage sign by KMF Precision Sheet Metal, all

(pictures attached) Grateful thanks to Tom Dunn from
Alsagers Bank for all his work in making a great
pictorial record of the event
Audley Parish Angling Club is working closely with
the Minnie Pit Centenary Steering Group helping to
develop the Minnie Pit Heritage Site. The club, over
the years, has had dealings with the Colliery Industry
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C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors

funded by the Newcastle-Under-Lyme Civic Society.
The next stages include the creation of an area for
reflection and the siting of the ‘headstick’ fabrication
in front of the Minnie Pit shaft cap – generally as per
the attached sketch.
The Woodland Trust has awarded 156 native shrubs
and trees, one for each of the disaster victims. These
will be arriving by the 13th March 2020. The Group is
requesting that each of these be sponsored to raise
funds for the site work.
The mine shaft cap will have a mural depicting a
winding wheel with six segments, five local schools:
Ravensmead County Primary, Richard Heathcote
Primary, St. Lukes Primary, Sir Thomas Boughey
Academy and Wood Lane Primary have been invited
to submit designs for a segment. The sixth segment
will be available for local residents to submit their
ideas. The best five designs from each will be
displayed at The New Vic Theatre for people to choose
one for each segment. After the selection Steve Shaw,
the New Vic Theatre’s artist in residence, will be
commissioned to replicate the six designs onto the
Minnie Pit mine shaft cap.

RAVENSMEAD SCHOOL 2020

Ravensmead’s Library Fundraiser
Over the Autumn term the Year 3 and 4 children at
Ravensmead primary school have been visiting the
local library in Audley. They have really enjoyed the
experience and it is encouraging more children to
read.
As a thank you, the Year 3/4 children organised a
fundraiser to raise money for the Library. At the
fundraiser, refreshments were provided and there was
the opportunity to buy books. Over £145 was raised
which will help towards the upkeep of the library,
which is an important part of our community.
A huge thank you to everyone who attended the event!
Diglake disaster commemorations
To commemorate the 125th anniversary of the Diglake
disaster the children at Ravensmead have taken part in
a range of activities across the school. The School
Council attended a memorial service at the Methodist
Chapel where they read the names of the 77 boys and
men who died. Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 visited the Chapel on
Monday to learn about the disaster from a retired
miner and they also had a chance to look at a range of
mining artefacts. The children found this an
invaluable experience and enjoyed asking lots of
questions to add to their knowledge.

Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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POEMS AND RHYME

Forget Me Not

Forget me not blossoms and cool mountain streams,
Resounding echoes like true lovers’ dreams.
Climbing the hill path to get to the top,
Feeling quite breathless but no time to stop.
So let me be where dainty daisies grow,
So let me see where wide rivers flow.
So let me feel where strong breezes travel,
So let me hear waves on shore unravel.
Forget me not blossoms and deep mountain ravines,
Austrian sunsets with magnificent scenes.
Canadian Rockies, with forests and pines,
Wide open spaces, deep cavernous mines.
So let me be among buttercups gold,
So let me see where wonders unfold.
So let me feel where sun tints the sea,
So let me hear all our nations agree.
Forget me not blossoms and spring mountain air,
Spanish flamenco, with castanets clicking there.
Fountains in Rome bring romance wishes true,
Gondolas in Venice with love song revue.
So let me be where roses entwine,
So let me see where love birds do pine.
So let me feel where heart beats skip free,
And let me hear violins play endless rhapsody.

Doing our Bit

Hurrah for all the litter pickers who keep our village clean,
I salute you all as litter is certainly obscene.
Cans of ‘Monster Energy’ to give a person go,
seem to lack the going power, to a bin they need to throw.
Vodka bottles, plastic bottles, meal deals, it seems have to be
ejected upon our Village Green.
Our future generations want a green and pleasant land
not a scattering of debris out of “throwaway hands”.
So I’ll keep on picking litter up when I run and walk my way,
and reflect on how our countryside has been enhanced in
special ways.
The Opencast is now long gone and picnic spots are left
but let us take our litter home and not leave a bloomin mess!

Christine Coleman
Good Intentions

Emerging from the plughole into a ring of steel
Attracted by the light above, free from his ordeal
A spider tried its level best to climb up to the rim
But found the sides too slippy and much too steep for him.
Unbeknown it faced the prospect of soon being flushed away
Back to where from whence it came to live another day.
Then as if from nowhere a kindly lady would appear
Intent to make a rescue removing any fear.

Seeking not to hurt it, as people often do
With a drinking glass she caught it, a sheet of paper too.
weather now was cooler than in the weeks before
We Welcome your Poems & Rhymes The
But even so was fine and dry, outside the kitchen door.
If your a budding writer and poetry or rhyme is one of In pride and jubilation she carefully let the spider go
your skills, why not submit them to the magazine for To find perhaps a safe new home beyond the patio.
publication, they will be most welcome for
It scuttled away quite quickly but now I must reveal
consideration. Contact the Editor details on page 3.
A hungry Blackbird then swooped down to take a ready meal.

Peter W Hodgkins

“Oh, Never Mind”

Derrick Bate

“Never mind, it doesn’t matter” are words we hate to hear
They’re said to us so often, every day of every year
Maybe from our loved ones, neighbours or a friend
Butcher, baker, milkman, the names don’t ever end
Sometimes they ask a question, or maybe tell a joke
Or start to tell a story about some other folk.
Topics of the day are things they start to say
But somehow, in between the chatter
Say “Never mind, it doesn’t matter”.
They realise we haven’t heard
Because we look blank and quite disturbed
Perhaps they think they’re being kind
When they just tell us “Never mind”.
But mind we do, we want to hear
Conversation is very dear
To people whose hearing is impaired.
We’re grateful for the time you’ve spared
To try to make us understand
We do think that you are very kind
But please don’t say......
“Oh, Never Mind”.

Starlings

Poem sent in by Margaret Pointon.

Derrick Bate

The sky orange and red merging with blue
Obscured in a moment when into the view
A murmuration of Starlings swarms in the skies
A marvellous sensation awakening one’s eyes.
As with flames in a fire starting to burn
An emergence of shapes as they twist and then turn.
Glorious patterns changing so fast
Onlookers knowing the show will not last
Beyond a few minutes approaching twilight.
Soon they’ll drop down to rest for the night.
But now in the moment folk watch the display
An event here in Audley not seen everyday.
Not a recognised place for Starlings to be
Visitations elsewhere they make frequently.
Like the levels and fens, reeds in the meres
Also the seaside under the piers.
We hope of this occurrence there’ll be a repeat
A free spectacle, so hard to beat.
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DIGLAKE MEMORIAL WALK
AND
UNVEILING CEREMONY.

It was 125 years ago, on January 14th 1895, that 77
men and boys were killed in the Diglake Colliery
disaster which was also known as the Audley Colliery.
The disaster was the result of an inrush of water
from an old abandoned mine workings. At the time of
the disasters there were 240 men and boys working
down the mine, and despite the urgency to get out of
the mine there were many heroes and a number of
heroic acts and some miraculous escapes.
Some of the trapped miners were able to make it to
the surface, but tragically 77 men and boys died in the
appalling conditions. Despite many heroic efforts only
two bodies were recovered at the time, but it was not
possible to recover the others.
In1932 three more bodies were recovered and they
were buried in Bignall End cemetery, but the other 72
still rest in peace in the place where they died.

On Sunday the 12th January 2020, through the
efforts of Audley Methodist Church, the local
community were invited to meet for a Memorial
Walk through the village of Bignall End, during
which the names of the victims were read out at
appropriate stopping points. This was followed by
an unveiling of two new sculptures at the Diglake
Memorial in the Methodist Cemetery in Chapel
Street Bignall End. The march included members
of the Audley Brass Band who played during the
march which continued into the cemetery making the
event memorable.
On Monday 13th January 200 children in 5 groups
of 40 from Ravensmead school visited the exhibition.
They were enthralled to to be informed how children
had lived and worked in the mines in 1885 and to

Diglake Memorial Exhibition and Walk.

A memorial exhibition was held at the Methodist
Church Bignall End on Saturday 11th January, this was
open to the public, displayed were many items used
during mining and illustrations and information
referring to the disaster.
compare just how hard life was for miners.
On Tuesday 14th January the 125th anniversary of
the disaster a minutes silence was held at 11.30am.
Others taking part were Councillor Bert Proctor,
Bob Alcock and everyone from the Methodist
leadership team who were responsible for the
organisation of the event.
In attendance were also the Mayor of Newcastle
under Lyme Cllr Simon White, his Consort Cllr Gary
White, the MP for Newcastle Aaron Bell, the Chair of
Audley Parish Council Nick Hayes and County
Councillor Ann Beech.
It was also wonderful to see members representing
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CAGOO who fought so hard to stop the
opencast mining on the land which protects
the final resting place of the miners who lost
their lives.
Despite the weather the response from the
general public was amazing.
The Reverend Joy Ventom led a moving
service at the Methodist Church and during
the service children from Ravensmead School
Council also read the list of names. It was
particularly striking that some of the victims
were boys, with the youngest only 13.
We should not forget that mining was hard
and dangerous work, and all too often miners
paid the ultimate price.
North Staffordshire was particularly hard hit
by disasters such as Diglake and Minnie Pit,
and it is right that we commemorate and memorialise
the victims on occasions like today’s.
We also have to thank the Audley History Society for
their contribution to the event, Audley Bowmen for
their stewarding and marshalling of the walk assisted
by the police and to Jim Worgan from the Apedale
Heritage Centre for his history of the disaster which he
shared with the congregation during the service also

If You enjoy good company ....
... a pleasant lunch, as well as
listening to interesting and
informative talks then AUDLEY
PROBUS CLUB is the place for
You.
Audley and District PROBUS
CLUB meet at lunch time on
the third Friday of each
month at Alsager Golf &
Country Club, Audley Road,
Alsager ST7 2UR.
Membership is open to men
and women aged 55 plus.
We have a full programme of
speakers for 2020 who will
give an insight into many varied and interesting topics
including the following:20th March MERCY SHIPS: an international charity
with the largest non-governmental hospital ship in the
world.
17th April MESOPOTAMIA TO WW1: an illustrated
talk beginning with the Sumerians, the rule of the
country and WW1.
15th May THE OLD FIRESTATION CHOCOLATE &
COFFEE SHOP: an illustrated presentation on a
enterprising business based in Tarporley: With
samples for all.
19th June ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (members
only).
17th July REGENT TRAVEL: A local globe trotting
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Brian Dodd for the moving poem he read.
We wish to thank Bob Alcock for the use of his
photographs used in the article.
There is a DVD being produced by Ray Johnson
covering the Diglake disaster and the activities of the
commemoration events which will be available soon
from Audley Methodist Church - priced £10.
Orders via 01782 722755 or Bob Alcock 07803 127425.
travel agent will give an illustrated tour of Australia.
34 members and guests plus four friends from
neighbouring Alsager Probus Club celebrated
Christmas with delicious traditional dinner
beautifully cooked by resident chef Claire.
This was followed by the superb entertainment of the
South Cheshire GEORGE FORMBY SOCIETY.
We enjoyed their wit as well as their skills with the
ukelele which our President Kath Ollier and Geoff
White, President of Alsager PROBUS were persuaded
to join by each having a Uke much to the
encouragement and laughter of all those present.
A wonderful, happy and memorable occasion.
Trips to places of interest for members and their
friends.
For a limited number of membership vacancies please
contact:- DON CATON on 01782 - 721894

Correction to a Blast From The Past.

The article in issue 66 with the heading A Blast From
The Past, we have been informed that the person who
owned the former Co-op Store in Church Street
Audley was in fact a Elias Johnson who took over in
1914 when the Co-op moved.
Thanks to Clive Millington for the information.

FRONT COVER IMAGE

This issues front cover image was taken by Paul
Bucknall. The image was taken in his parents garden
in Alsagers Bank and shows two Goldfinches relaxing.
I wish to thank Paul for allowing us to use the image
and congratulate him. Despite all my efforts my
photographs are not a patch on this. Editor
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Christmas Shoeboxes from Halmer
End Methodist Church

From Thursday 7th November to
Sunday the 10th November 2019
On Thursday 7th November preparations began for
the Sunday when a team of volunteers started to
prepare shoeboxes with Christmas presents in them
for children overseas who would not normally have a
present at Christmas. The local organisers have been
working all year round to gather gifts for the children’s
boxes. Sunday was the day when all those gifts were
sorted and selected for the children.
Just look at the scene when they started. All those
gifts, big and small, separated out for girls and boys in
different age groups.
The team worked all day on this task setting their stock
out on the tables in the big hall and then selecting the
gifts for each box making sure that every box for each
girl, or boy, of the same age had the same contents,
different contents of course for the boys and the girls.
What a task! All done with Christian love.
A big ‘Thank you’ to the team of Anne & Phil, Ann &
Ken, Barbara, Mary & Wilmot Norcup, Mary, Andrea,
James, Zoe and Reuben and Laila & Kelly Norcup who
filled 343 shoeboxes for Teams4u to distribute to
children in Eastern Europe.
If you would like to read more about the work of
Teams4u then please refer to their web site https://
teams4u.com/ where you can also see videos of the
distribution of the Christmas Shoeboxes to some of the
most vulnerable children in Eastern Europe and
Africa.

Please visit us on our
web site for full details
of all our services and
events www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk
Our Minister
If you need to contact our minister, please call 01782
720267 for the Rev’d Joy Ventom.
Christmas Shoeboxes
A big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who helped and
contributed to the 343 Shoeboxes sent from our
Church to Teams4u for children in Eastern Europe.
Forthcoming Special Services
You will be welcome at our Sunday Morning Worship
at 10.00 am each Sunday and at the following special
services:
Lenten Cross Services each Sunday from 1st March at
10.00 am
Mothering Sunday Service at 10.00 am on Sunday
22nd March
Good Friday Evening Service at 7.00 pm on 10th April
Easter Sunday Service at 10.00 am on 12th April
Open Air Service in the Minnie Pit Memorial Garden
on Sunday 14th June at 3.00 pm
Forthcoming Events
Coffee Morning on Saturday 14th March from 10.00
am until 12 noon
Plant Sale with other stalls and refreshments on
Saturday 9th May from 12.00 until 2.00 pm
Other events will be detailed on our church web site
Weekly Groups
Regular groups for children, young people and the
Over 60s take place each week and details of these are
on our Church Web site.
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Audley Male Voice Choir
I sincerely hope that the weather has improved by the
time you are reading this.
As I write it is raining, again !
The end of 2019 was busy for the Choir:
After our successful Victoria Hall concert with the
great Cory Band from South Wales who were our
guests on the 20th of October, we continued with a full
programme. We were requested to ensure that there
was a full vocal support for the communal singing at
the Hanley Remembrance Service at the Cenotaph on
November 10th.
Always a moving event, our Concert in aid of CRY at
Audley Methodist Church, with guest singer Natalie
Windsor, on the 16th of November, was well attended.
The funds raised at this event go to field work to
identify young people with undetected heart
conditions and by this means save lives. The father of
a local Audley lad, Daniel Hughes, who was not
fortunate enough to get the advantage of this screening
programme, spoke about this work. The St James’
Church Audley Carol Concert on December 14th with
the Audley Ladies Choir was a good start to the Festive
Season. Our Annual Choir Social evening was held at
Wolstanton Golf Club on December 19th, where we
had a short Concert and a Pie Supper.
This brings us up to date and we are now embarking
on a mixture of new music and old favourites.
Rehearsals are ramping up apace, but new men with a
will to sing could catch up at this early stage, so come
and join us. For details about contacting us and to see
the impressive list of Audley Male Voice Choir
concerts, for 2020, have a look at our website which
can be found at https://www.admvc.co.uk. or just
Google Audley Male Voice Choir.

We are proud of our community ties in Audley Male
Voice Choir. We have two pictures of our Chairman
Ken Williamson (much more of Ken later) donating
Cheques to Audley based organisations. Ken
presenting £250 to Margaret Nicol of the Audley
Ladies Choir pictured above and another £250 to Ernie
Moulton of the Audley Community News pictured

above.
Both cheques are from proceeds from the recent
successful Concert at the Victoria Hall and both
recipients were surprised and delighted.
Choirs depend on people, and all their individual
experiences are different. I take great pleasure in
introducing some first class nostalgia from our
Chairman, Ken Williamson, in his own words. Before
we launch into Ken’s item I would like to thank him for
his skilful Chairmanship of Choir Committee
meetings. He provides a mixture of balance and
wisdom and allows all members to share their views
on how to steer the Choir forward successfully.
My Memories of AMVC by Chairman Ken Williamson
In November 1987 I attended a concert which the
Audley Male Voice Choir was presenting at the Town
Hall, Kidsgrove. Afterwards I was talking to a member
of the choir, Gerald Hulme, an old school friend who
suggested that I might consider joining the choir. In
January 1988 I went to the Pensioners Hall Audley
where the choir was rehearsing and joined my friend
Gerald in the baritone section. The choir was
rehearsing for their Spring Celebrity Concert and later
that year the choir also sang at the Northern Male
Voice Choir Competition held at the Huddersfield
Town Hall. This was the start of my association with
the choir. The Musical Director then was Philip
Broadhurst and the accompanist Mrs. Massey, soon to
be succeeded by Ian Riddle.
There followed many memorable concerts with the
choir at the Victoria Hall Hanley, the Celebrity
Concerts with Dennis O’Neill, Bryn Terfyl, Willard
White and Amanda Roocroft all accompanied by the
renowned pianist Ingrid Surgenor. The Brass Band
Concerts with Fodens, Black Dyke Mills, Carlton
Main, Wingetts, Grimethorpe Colliery, Cory and
Brighouse and Rastrick. All known worldwide and
happy to perform in Hanley with Audley Male Voice
Choir.
The choir took part in a number of Music Festivals
both local and afar, Newcastle, Biddulph, Freckleton,
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Blackpool, Malta and Cornwall spring to mind. The
Festival in Malta in 1990, where we won, was a most
memorable event for me and marked my move from
the baritone to the bass section of the choir. The
Festival was arranged by the Malta Department of
Culture. As well as singing in the concert hall, visits
were arranged to all the historic and beauty spots of
the area including the island of Gozo where the choir
gave an impromptu performance on the church steps.
The Festival Concert ended with the massed choirs on
stage and the Festival Organizer conducting his own
composition Parchem.
The choir sang at the Royal Albert Hall London as
guests of the London Welsh Choir in 2000 and again as
guests at the Yorkshire Festival of Music in 2003 where
all the choirs and supporters were transported to
London by a multitude of Shearing’s Coaches. While
the men were rehearsing in the afternoon the ladies
enjoyed a ride on the London Eye. The choir took part
again at the Yorkshire Festival of Music this time at the
Sheffield Arena in 2004.
A choir tour to Scotland was arranged in 2005 staying
at Dunoon and singing at Ingestre, Dunoon and
Glasgow Cathedral. This was followed by a tour to
Cornwall as guests of St Stythian’s Male Voice Choir
and joint concerts were given at their local church and
the church in Newquay. The choir also sang at Exeter
Cathedral on the way home. A further tour to
Cornwall was arranged in 2009 when the choir was
invited to take part in the Cornwall International Male
Voice Choral Festival held at Truro. The choir sang at
Bude, The Eden Project, Truro Hall and Truro
Cathedral.
I was invited to take office as Chairman of the choir in
2013 and little did I know what would happen in the
next few years.
For a start the choir would celebrate its Diamond
Jubilee in 2014 and a 60th Anniversary Dinner was
arranged at The Manor House Hotel, Alsager with
guest speaker Derek Poulson. This was a wonderful
success and subsequent annual dinners have been
arranged at this venue.
Secondly after leading the choir for 40 years, Philip
Broadhurst decided to retire and past members
contributed to a retirement gift which was presented to
him at his last concert at the Victoria Hall, Hanley.
Advertisements and interviews then followed for a
replacement and we were extremely fortunate to
appoint as Musical Director, Sue Hallam a very
talented musician who accepted the challenge of
conducting a male voice choir and still leads the choir.
It was her enterprise that introduced us to Samuel
Winter who first joined the choir as an apprentice
conductor and has progressed to the appointment of
Assistant Musical Director. He is the youngest
member of the choir and has made a great
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contribution.
No one who travelled can forget the choir tour to
Scotland staying at Oban with concerts at Fort
William, Iona Chapel and Oban Cathedral.

It was a shock when in 2018 Ian Riddle who had been
accompanist to the choir for 30 years decided to retire.
Ian has been an excellent servant of the choir and the
members suitably rewarded his service with a
retirement gift.
Advertisements and interviews were arranged for a
replacement and we were fortunate to appoint David
Windsor an excellent pianist who teaches music at
Biddulph High School and directs the Leek Choral
Society. My chairmanship may be suspect but the
baton and keyboard are in extremely safe hands.
In November 2018 the choir hosted a wonderful
concert at the Victoria Hall, Hanley to remember and
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the end of World
War I. Together on stage with the choir were the
University Hospital Ladies Choir and Audley Brass
Band and the compere, again was Derek Poulson. In
October 2019 the choir again appeared at the Victoria
Hall, Hanley accompanied by the renowned Cory
Brass Band and this too was a splendid evening of
music.
All organizations need members, officers and
committees to function successfully and I am grateful
to all who assist me in promoting the choir.
Finally the choir is always on the lookout for new
members, if you can sing please do not hesitate to
come along and join us.
Davie

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£8.50
£8.00
£6.50
£5.00
£5.00
£11.00
£3.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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AUDLEY PATIENT PANEL

Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice
Part of Newcastle-North PCN-PPG

Audley Health Centre Pre Diabetes group
Audley Health Centre has a FaceBook page for all Pre Diabetic patients it’s full of useful
information about the illness as well as being packed with dietary information.

www.facebook.com/groups/AudleyHealthCentrePreDiabetes

Why not have a look at it next time your online and request to join the group it’s just
another tool in the fight against diabetes.
Social Prescribing
Social prescribing is a way for local agencies to refer people to a social prescriber, who will
then give people time, focusing on ‘what matters to me’ and taking a holistic approach to
people’s health and wellbeing.
They connect people to community groups and statutory services for practical and
emotional support.

Social prescribers also support existing community groups to be accessible and sustainable and help
people to start new groups, working collaboratively with all local partners.
Social prescribing works for a wide range of people, including people:

with one or more long-term conditions
who need support with their mental health
who are lonely or isolated?
who have complex social needs which affect their wellbeing
Social prescribing complements other approaches, such as active signposting. This is a ‘light
touch’ approach where existing staff in local agencies provide information to signpost people
to services, using local knowledge and resource directories.
•
•
•
•

The Audley Patient Panel would like to congratulate all the members of staff at our Health
Centre for once again receiving an “OUTSTANDING” award following an inspection by the
CQC which took place at the end of last year.
This amazing result reflects the hard work by everybody associated with the practice and
their continued commitment to providing first class care for all it’s Patients.
If you want to know more about the Audley Patient Panel, please contact:
audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or newcastlenorthpcnppg@btinternet.com
Or search for @audleyppg on FaceBook

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

St James Mothers’ Union
We seem to spend weeks and weeks preparing for the
“Big day” and all too soon it’s over and we are deep
into plans for the New Year. Our Christmas special
evening was quite thoughtful this time, reflecting on
the past year, which for some of our members has been
quite a tough one. It gave us a quiet space to recharge
before all the festivities began.
We have had some sad news and joyful news over the
past few weeks. Three of our loyal members passed
away over the Christmas period. Barbara Willett, who
a lot of you will have known, was actually secretary for
six years before taking on the role of Branch Leader for
St James Mothers’ Union. She was also responsible for
setting up a young wives support group. Barbara
worked tirelessly for the fellowship until ill health
made it impossible for her to carry on. Barbara lived
in Halmer End and was cared for by her daughter, she
was always pleased to see us when we went to see her.
Joan Tomkinson, from Nantwich Road Audley, was
what we call one of our “Indoor Members” in that she
was too frail to attend our monthly meetings, but she
kept her membership going and was still very much
with us in thoughts and prayers. Joan was also
secretary for nearly twenty years and used to be
responsible for organising many trips and lunches.
Nancy Hassall was not a member of Mothers’ Union
but a very big supporter at all our events. She also
worked tirelessly behind the scenes knitting and
sewing items to sell at our many bazaars. Over the
years she must have raised thousands of pounds to
help us support the valuable work at home and
overseas. We will miss them all and are indebted to
them for their contribution to the fellowship at St
James. Our prayers are with their families.
The joyful news is that another indoor member, Kath
Windsor of St James Court, was 103 on 3rd January.
We would like to wish her a very happy birthday. She
may be poor in sight but is rich in her love for the Lord
and is a delight to chat with us when we visit.
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have had some wonderful support in my role as
Branch Leader and could not have done it without the
“Team”. These are the people who work behind the
scenes so that all we do runs smoothly.
Firstly I have to mention the many knitters who
provided over five hundred angels to hang around the
village as invitations to our special events. The
feedback we have received is amazing and it really got
the village talking. Watch this space for our next
initiative. We have had contributors and stall holders
at the various events we were part of; Audley Together
day, Friday coffee mornings, the coffee and cake days,
Children in Need, The world’s biggest coffee morning
for MacMillan nurses, Audley Does Purple and the
autumn sale.
Our speakers this year have given us a lot to be
thankful for and a lot to think about. Very often we
pray “Lord show me how I can help” and he has
certainly done that in the talks we have had from
people like Marie Smith from Hope Street Hostel, Ron
Marshall from Jaipur Limb and John Wilson from
Buddy Bags.
I do hope over the coming year you will join us and as
always I say, you do not have to be a member to come
to any of our meetings; they are not just for Mums or
even women.
Mothers’ Union is very much both a local and a global
organisation for people everywhere and I certainly feel
privileged to be part of that.
My good wishes and prayers are for a year filled with
peace and love for you all.
Josie Knight – Branch Leader

Operation Christmas Child

Considering the campaign was somewhat smaller this
year, I am happy to say that we still sent one hundred
and nineteen filled shoe boxes, so a huge thank you
from me for your continued support. Next year
Halmer End Methodist Chapel will still be running
their campaign, so if you would still like to take part
there will be somewhere for you to take your shoe box.
Contact Anne Moore for further details.
As I write this I am busy putting together our
I have been impressed by the efforts made by so many
programme for next year and already it looks to be yet over the years and I know that effort continues with
another interesting and busy year ahead. The
charities such as Harp of Gold, Audley Goes Purple,
programmes will soon be in the library for you to take the Medieval days and more. People in the village have
away with you.
been very generous, especially considering the fact that
We decided not to have a meeting in January this year, for many families, money is tight.
as so often we have had to cancel due to bad weather
Thank you again for supporting this charity and if
and so we began our year with our AGM and a “Songs you need any information about it and would consider
of Praise” in February on the 21st.
helping then contact me via the email below. You can
Please feel free to come along to hear all about
also find me every Friday morning at the Pensioners
Mothers’ Union and the work we do and to join in
Hall where Mothers’ Union holds a coffee morning
with the singing; the more the merrier!
each week.
We often say “Look forward” at the start of a new year,
You will be very welcome to pop in and have a
but I have not made any New Year resolutions this
cuppa and a chat. We also have a raffle and a bric-ayear, as I know they will be broken before the end of
brac stall most weeks too.
the month! Instead a better idea is actually to look
I will sign off now as OCC co-ordinator and hand over
back over the past year, and as hard as it may have
the baton to the next ones.
been, there will be many things to be thankful for. I
Josie Knight (--@gmail.com)
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Audley Millennium Green Trust:
We have a fantastic group of people to help to keep the
Audley Millennium Green Trust looking natural.
The Group work so hard, and enjoy their time together.

Audley Millennium Green Trust:
We have a fantastic group of people to help to keep the
Audley Millennium Green Trust looking natural.
The Group work so hard, and enjoy their time together.

Come and join them.
@ Audley & District Community Centre
Time: 10am until 12noon

Come and join them.
@ Audley & District Community Centre
Time: 10am until 12noon

Saturday January 18th
Saturday February 15th
Saturday March 21st
Saturday April 18th
Saturday May 16th
Saturday June 20th
Saturday July 18th
Saturday August 15th
Saturday September 19th
Saturday October 17th
Saturday November 21st
Saturday December 19th

Saturday January 18th
Saturday February 15th
Saturday March 21st
Saturday April 18th
Saturday May 16th
Saturday June 20th
Saturday July 18th
Saturday August 15th
Saturday September 19th
Saturday October 17th
Saturday November 21st
Saturday December 19th

Don’t forget your Wellies/Boots, Gloves and Gardening Tools.
We have some but not enough. Thank you.

Don’t forget your Wellies/Boots, Gloves and Gardening Tools.
We have some but not enough. Thank you.

For more information please contact:

For more information please contact:

Mr Paul Sargent on 07962265868 or via

: AMGT2019

AUDLEY PARISH LIBRARY
Library opening times
Monday
2-5pm
Tuesday
9-5pm
Wednesday Closed
Thursday
9-5pm
Friday
9-5pm
Saturday
9.30-1pm
Contact us on : 01782 720527
E mail : audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk

Mr Paul Sargent on 07962265868 or via

: AMGT2019

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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ADVERTS

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Wasps
Rats
Mice

All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk
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07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service
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We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

ED
SE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

Potteries Building
Supplies

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS
SCREENED TOPSOIL BETTER
BARK CHIPPINGS
CHEAPER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS FASTER
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk

Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Have You
Made YOUR
Will Yet?

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

Your Will in the privacy and comfort
of your own home.
Our professional friendly consultant
will visit you at your convenience.
Please Contact

Sue Osborne

BLE
TES AVAILA
T
E
R
A
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C
IC
ELECTRON
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

07971 496 825
sosborne@jwals.co.uk

Need to send a fax or have something
laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Wills & Trusts
Probate Services
Executor Services
Trustee Services
Deeds of Variation
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Printers Ltd Festival Park Festival Way ST1 5TH. 01782 202440

