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Dear Readers
Welcome to the 65th issue of the
Audley Community News.
We continue to provide our
parish with its own Newsletter
which we hope is an enjoyable read.
It is filled with news and
information from all corners of the
parish and also provides
information on a number of
forthcoming events in our villages.
We welcome your input and
encourage our readers to send
information in to be considered for
publication.
We are the only local community
magazine within our parish after
the sad closure of the Wood Lane
News.
I once again appeal to everyone
including advertisers to provide
your information or details as soon
as possible, please do not leave it
until the very last moment before
submitting, as we do not like to
disappoint.
Most recently the highways
department has been out with their
line painting machine and we now
have a village abundant with double
yellow lines. Despite all this yellow
paint it appears not many drivers
take much notice and still park
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wherever they wish.
I just can’t understand why drivers
don’t use the car parks provided, I’m
not saying they are perfect but they
are usable.
I think I had better change the
subject and congratulate the
volunteers who have been raising
funds for Cancer Research which has
been ongoing for sometime now. We
have some wonderful unsung
members of the community, who use
their spare time to try and help
others.
I also have to mention Councillor
Bert Proctor who has now retired
from the parish council. Bert has, for
many years, done a sterling job for
our community and was always on
hand to try and sort out residents’
problems. Best of luck Bert.
I have one special person to
mention, Peter Hodgkins. Peter has
provided our magazines for many
years with his poetry. Unfortunately
he has not been well recently, I
therefore wish him well and a speedy
recovery.
I can’t go without thanking Sue my
assistant and also the proof readers
who help to keep me inline.
Thank you all.
Ernie Moulton Editor.

Audley & District Probus Club
On June 21 2019
the Club held its
AGM which
turned out to be a
very special day
in the life of our
Club.
The Club elected
its first Lady
President, Kath
Ollier, who had
already
experienced the
position during
the previous 12
months after
standing in for
last year’s
President who had to resign due to ill-health.
Kath (pictured) was very grateful for the support she
had received during that period and felt that it would
stand her in good stead for the next 12 months.
Kath, a widow with two married sons and three
grand-children, helped her late husband and son in
their business whilst working full-time but now enjoys
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her family and friends and takes every opportunity to
raise the profile of the Club whenever possible.
Kath is also an active member of the National Trust
and helps to arrange their monthly lunch, and takes
part in outings and arranging outings for our Club.
When Kath was asked how she felt about being our
first Lady President, she said “I feel very humble and
honoured that the members have put their confidence
and trust in me”.
The team supporting Kath are Peter Shore as VicePresident, Geoff Pritchard as Speakers’ Secretary, and
John McCombie as Secretary together with Bryan
Harrison, Philip Johnson, and Cindy Bradshaw as
committee members.
So, a new Probus year has begun with many
interesting speakers to come and keep us entertained
at our monthly meetings, which to remind you, are
held on the third Friday of each month at the Alsager
Golf & Country Club.
Why not join us?
Come along and see what we are about!
For more info, contact our Secretary on:
01270 581769/07796282787 or myself on:
01782 721894/07952887474
Don Caton
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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Your Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by
keeping in close and regular contact with its electorate and provides a focus for voluntary organisations in the
area.
Our Council comprises of three wards: Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End which are represented by a total of
15 councillors, who volunteer their time:
Mr N Hayes (Chair)
Rev J Taylor (Vice Chair)
Mr C Cooper
Mrs V Pearson
Mr R Kinnersley
Mr M Whitmore
Mrs C Richardson
Mr D Butler
Mr R Garlick
Mrs N Myatt
Miss A Borowski
Mr D Jervis
Mr M Joynson
Mr N Crisp
VACANT Post as at time of writing
MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what has been
achieved over the last year or so can be
obtained from the Annual Report 2018/19 or by looking through the minutes from every meeting on the Parish
Council’s website.
You can visit our website at anytime http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 noticeboards across the Parish
for more info, agendas and minutes.
You can contact Mrs C Withington, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone:
07901 692414
Email:
audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post:
The Croft, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to let us know if you have any issues or concerns
relating to the Parish. Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting of the Council. We usually
meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 7pm, at venues located around the Parish – please see the
noticeboards and the website for the exact details.
Residents are able to address the council during the public participation session.
Police/Parish liaison surgeries available on the THIRD Wednesday of every month from 10 00am at Audley
Community Centre, Castle Hill
Visit http://www.staffordshire.police.uk/ for more information.
Councillor Bert Proctor retires as parish councillor.
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge publicly the service given to Audley Parish Council by Bert
Proctor.
Bert has served the parish with integrity and loyalty, together with an unrivalled passion for both the area and
its residents for the past 12 years, 6 of those years as Chair.
It has been a privilege for me to serve as his Vice Chair on two occasions and to have him as Vice Chair during
my own term of office.
The position of Chair is never an easy one, and often needs broad shoulders to take “the flack”, but Bert
Proctor never shied away from making difficult decisions knowing that he always intended the best for the
people he served.
His wisdom and foresight will be missed.
Bert, we wish you and Trish every blessing for the future, together with our thanks and gratitude.
Picture above was taken at Bert’s last Parish Council meeting.
Rev. John Taylor
Vice Chair Audley Parish Council

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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AUDLEY SCOUTS
Audley Scout group has had a fun
packed and busy spring/summer.
Following on from the success of
hosting afternoon tea for some local
residents, the Beavers (aged 6-8) and
the Cubs (aged 8–10 and a half)
performed their camp fire songs to
support the ‘Audley Fights Cancer’
coffee morning at the Methodist church
helping to raise £330. Great feedback
was received and the young people really
enjoyed it.
The Beavers and Cubs also have been
on camp, gone bell boating at Trentham
Gardens, made a wonderful ‘Forget-MeNot’ which is on display outside the
library, practised their archery skills, as well as doing a
village tidy up in readiness for the Cobbles craft fayre.
The Scouts (aged 10 and a half–14) have also been
busy. They have gone on a camping trip to Caernarfon
and battled 45 mph winds and persistent rain whilst
camping. They have made new planters for the Scout
Hall which have been planted up by the Beavers and
Cubs, kayaking at Trentham, performed a litter pick
around the village collecting several bags of rubbish to
name a few things.
Two of our Scouts went with Newcastle District
scouts on a weekend camping trip to Snowdon and
climbed the mountain before lunch time. The whole
group, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts have been on an
international themed camping weekend at Kibblestone
Scout campsite organised by Newcastle District scouts,
where there were over 500 young people in attendance.
Great fun was had with an It’s a Knock-out
competition, parade, carnival, colour run, and a world
record set by the most people to make a Fleur de Lys.
The new Explorer unit has met a couple of times
now and our Explorers (aged 14–18) have completed a
On Friday 27th
September
Audley LAP and
Aspire Housing
will be working
together to
organise Audley
Clean Up Day.
Residents in
allocated streets
will be notified by
leaflet that they
can deposit any
bulk waste, eg. beds, furniture, machines, etc. outside
their home, and it will be collected between 10am and
2pm by Aspire Housing on that day. Several
organisations will support this event, Newcastle
Borough Council, local schools, police, etc. all of
whom wish to make Audley Parish a cleaner, litter free
area.

5 hour walk around Dovedale, and a bike ride along
the Manifold valley.
The Group is now resting for the summer, in
readiness to meet up in September for the next round
of fun and exciting things.
If you are interested in joining the group, more
details can be found at:
www.audleyscouts.org.uk

Audley LAP would like to thank the volunteers who
have supported bi-monthly parish litter picks on a
Saturday, we are grateful for your help.
The next litter pick will be at 10 am on Saturday 24th
August. Please meet at the Library car park or at
Bignall End playing field.
Audley LAP enjoyed a day in July working with staff
and students from Sir Thomas Boughey Academy.
The students prepared,
cooked and served a lunch
for a group of senior
citizens. After lunch the
film Casablanca was
shown to complete a very
enjoyable event.
Later, many positive
comments of appreciation
were sent to me about the
event and the kindness of
the students.
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Using identical tackle will
keep the ‘playing field’ level
giving all participants an equal
chance of success.
There is prize money of £50
for first place, £25 second and
£10 third for the best weights
caught. The winner will also be
awarded the Rotary Club Junior
Shield. A special prize will be
presented to the junior angler
who catches the heaviest fish
and he or she will be presented
with the ‘Ken Tarrant’ trophy.
(picture
attached)

AUDLEY PARISH ANGLING CLUB
A new look at Cloggers Pool.
Free Fishing for Armed Forces Personnel
A lot of Audley Parish Angling Club members are
ex-armed forces and, during their time in service,
when on leave, found it difficult to find a local fishery
to get a day’s fishing without having to sign up for club
membership.
With this in mind APAC have decided to give all
serving members of our armed forces free fishing
provided they are in possession of a valid leave pass
and identity card.
APAC Chair, Brian Billings, is hoping to get this
scheme accepted by other local angling clubs and, in
the very near future, have it adopted nationally.

Under 16s Fishing Match

On Saturday 31st August 2019 APAC is holding a
fishing match for under 16s. This will be free to enter
and take place at Cloggers Pool.
All participants will use ‘whips’ supplied on loan by
APAC. Bait (maggots & sweetcorn) will also be
supplied – other baits can be used. Landing nets, keep
nets and bank sticks will be available for all
participants.

Numbers are strictly limited
to 20 anglers and preference will
be given to existing club
members. Anyone wishing to
take part can get entry forms
from the Royal Oak or online
from brianbillings@btinternet.
com .
AUDLEY PARISH ANGLING CLUB
Fishing Report
A working party was held on Sunday 9th June to tidy
the areas around the lakes and clear the fishing pegs of
weeds. The wild flower seeds, supplied by Newcastle’s
Planting Assistance Scheme, sown last year, have
produced a stunning display and the whole area looks
great.
Both Cloggers Pool and Bates Wood Lake are fishing
well. Carp, big bream, roach and pike are being
landed from Bates Wood and prolific numbers of
smaller fish are being caught at Cloggers.
One surprise was a three pound plus perch caught
by Thomas Lindsay Tooth using a lob worm – no one
had any idea that there was a perch of this size in the
pool.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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The Frozen Nuts
Re-Visit
The annual Fundraising event held at Bignall End
Cricket Club went ahead as usual on the first
weekend in February.
This event is held to help raise funds to provide the
West Midlands with an Air Ambulance, which is a
life saving vehicle in many emergencies throughout
the year.
The event is organised by the Dangermouse
Motorcycle Clubs members, known locally as The
Frozen Nuts.
This group of dedicated volunteers often brave the
wintery conditions that February brings, camping out
at the Bignall End Cricket Field, from Friday until
Sunday, but for once this year the weather was a little
kinder to them.
During the event motorcyclists from many corners
of the country visit the to give their support to this
worthwhile fundraiser.
This is also just one of a number of charitable events
run each year by Dangermouse to help good causes.
Bignall End Cricket Club has always welcomed the
Frozen Nuts with open arms knowing how much this
funding is so needed to keep the helicopter in the air.
The picture shows Alison Potts, who represented Air
Ambulance being presented with a cheque for £800
from pictured centre Paul Threadgold, Chairman of
the Dangermouse Club and Peter Maskrey
representing Bignall End Cricket Club who presented
a cheque for £250.
Midlands Air Ambulance Charity (MAAC) is
responsible for funding and operating three air
ambulances, serving the communities of Staffordshire,
Herefordshire, Gloucester, Shropshire, Worcestershire
and the West Midlands. This constitutes the largest air

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£8.50
£8.00
£6.50
£5.00
£5.00
£11.00
£3.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

ambulance operating region in the UK.
Three rapid response vehicles are deployed when the
helicopters are unable to fly, due to bad weather for
example. The critical care car is based in Birmingham
and the Black Country and attends medical
emergencies such as heart attacks and cardiac arrests.
Since 1991, they have completed over 50,000 air
ambulance missions averaging 2000 per year, making
MAAC one of the longest established and busiest air
ambulance organisations in the UK.
The three aircraft each carries a crew comprising a
pilot, two paramedics or flight doctors plus full life
support medical equipment. Operating from
strategically located regional air bases (Cosford,
Strensham Service Station and Tattenhill), the
maximum flying time to hospital from anywhere in
the region is less than 15mins.
In the last few years they have successfully opened 4
charity shops and they also have their own Lottery.
Alison has been a volunteer fundraiser for the past 19
years due to the loss of her husband in a tragic car
accident which MAAC attended.
She said “by volunteering it is my way of saying thank
you for all the wonderful support he received in their
care.
It has been a pleasure to meet all the people who have
donated over the years, it’s been great to hear their
stories and reasons for supporting MAAC.”
If you would be interested in volunteering or donating
to the Midlands Air Ambulance Charity, please call
08008402040. Alison Potts.
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Dan Hughes
Memorial Garden
The first of June marked the end of 3
years planning and construction when
ex Stoke City footballer Terry Conroy
cut the orange ribbon and we were
finally able to open Dan’s memorial
garden at Audley Football Club.
It was a bit daunting when we first
saw the piece of land that the football
club had given us, it was overgrown and
being used as a bit of a dumping ground
for rubbish and bricks etc. We
genuinely didn’t know where to start or
how we were going to fund turning it
into a garden. As is the case with a lot of
things these days social media came to
the rescue. We put a request on Dan’s facebook page
for someone to help us with a design and we were very
fortunate that Mat Hennessey, one of Dan’s friends
who has his own landscape design company based in
London, agreed to help us. Having viewed the plot
while he was in the area visiting family, Mat went away
and produced a design for us which we were more
than happy with. So we had a design with a shopping
list of materials, now we needed some funding.
The Building firm Jewson’s run an annual “building
better communities” programme whereby small
groups can apply to be considered to receive a share of
£250,000 worth of building materials for small
projects; Adam Clarke from the football club saw it
on-line and sent us the entry form. I submitted a
presentation pack which got us through the first
selection phase. The garden was up against
approximately 50 other projects from around the
country who were all looking for funding. Following
an internet vote and judging panel verdict we were
over the moon to be awarded £10,000! This was in the
form of a trade account with the Jewson’s branch in
Congleton. So now we had a design and some funds
– all we needed was to get started. Again we turned to
social media for help and this is when we met Simon
Turner from Miles Green, a self employed landscape
gardener. Simon agreed to project manage the
construction of the garden for us, he has been an
absolute pleasure to work with over the past 12
months. His knowledge, skills and attention to detail
have been fundamental in the creation of the garden
and we can’t thank him enough for his efforts.
It’s impossible to say how many hours have gone
into turning that piece of wasteland into the garden it
is today. A lot of people have given up their weekends
and evenings to help out with it and without their help
there is no way it would have been completed. We’ve
made new friends because of the work on the garden
and had support from places we never dreamt of.
Who’d have thought we would have had a team of SKY
TV engineers working on it for a day, but we did,
thanks to James Burke. Ibstock brick from Chesterton
kindly donated the bricks for the wall thanks to

Jacqueline Evans. Again, completely out of the blue!
Craig Mason has built the wall in his spare time after
work and at the weekends, despite having work to do
on his own house. Yes, there were days and evenings
when it was cold and raining and I was there on my
own but that’s because it’s for Dan and that was the
motivation, to want to see it finished and make as a
good a job of it as we possibly could. That said we have
been humbled by the passion and willingness to help
by people who have families of their own.
There is still some work to be done in the garden
and we will be doing something on the bank behind it
as well but we are very happy with how it has turned
out. The plants supplied by Andrew Dobson of
Boulton’s nursery from Stone have brought it to life.
Thank you to everyone who has kindly sponsored
some of these or provided others.
People have helped in different ways but no matter
what contribution you have made, no matter how large
or small we as a family are indebted to you all. Thank
you to the following for your help...Apologies if I’ve
missed anyone
Andrew “Tracker” Johnson; James Burke and the
Sky T.V. engineers, Brian Wilson, David Malpas, Neil
“Chooch” Martin, Fin Martin, Andy Laws, Adam
Clarke, Brian Finney, James Royal, Danny Green,
Jacqueline Evans and Ibstock Brick, Kev Jones, Craig
“Dagger” Mason, Paul Mason, Dave Barlow, Dave
“Coops” Cooper, Ben Cooper for creating the
sculpture for the garden, Chris “owd” Hughes, Lesley
“our wench” Palmer, Steve Palmer, Robert Edwards,
Frankie & Millie Simcock, Sue Hughes, Kim Hughes,
Eddy Middleton, Deane Jervis & Potteries Building
Supplies, Andrew Dobson & Boulton’s nursery, David
Knowles and the staff at Jewson’s Congleton.
The garden is there for everyone to use and enjoy, it’s
our way of giving something back to the very special
people of the local community who have supported us
since we lost Dan. We hope people use it, enjoy it and
respect it.
Pictured above shows Terry Conroy, with Sue my wife
and myself on the memorial opening day.
Dave Hughes on behalf of Sue & Kim.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Bereaved By Suicide
My son took his own life in September 2016 at the age
of 50. There are no words which can describe the
devastation that suicide brings to family and friends.
We need to reach out for help, not as counselling but
just to talk to people going through the same pain and
feelings of helplessness which we are.
Unfortunately there was nothing locally but we did
manage to find a group in Uttoxeter called SOBS,
Survivors of Bereaved by Suicide which we found
immensely helpful by sharing our thoughts and grief.
We have now set up a local self help group ‘Bereaved
By Suicide’. We are here hopefully to be there for other
people like ourselves during this difficult time.
Kath Lovatt Singer.
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LOCAL CRICKET WOOD LANE

WOOD LANE CRICKET AND SPORTS CLUB
The MCG, Megacre, Wood Lane
Stoke on Trent, ST7 8PA
Tel. 01782 721458
President: Graham Colclough Esq.

Secretary
Stephen Jervis Esq.
14 High Street, Wood Lane
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8PB
07701 088797
pitchartist@outlook.com

Chairperson
Mrs. Debra Garlick
Acres View
Bignall End, Stoke on Trent
ST7 8LU
07786 830116
deb@potterieswaste.co.uk

Treasurer
David Pendleton Esq.
2 Holly Mews, Quarry Bank Road
Keele
ST5 5LT
07725 457996
david.pendleton@talktalk.net

Reflection on past times.

Wood Lane Cricket Club has been blessed with a
history of talented and loyal players.
Many wonderful folk, have walked through the
doors giving their valuable time, knowledge and
experience thus making the club their home.
Whether it be for one season or many. Amazingly
this has been happening for the last 89 years. The
club was established in 1930.
Their efforts and huge contributions over the
years have shaped the club to what it is today,
enabling up and coming young players to enjoy a
game of cricket or a social drink with friends.
The facilities provided at the club have improved
year on year, through the hard work and generous
efforts driven by passionate folk who want the best
they can possible achieve for their club.
As with any club a lot of hard work is done behind the
scenes, managers work tirelessly organising players and
teams, ensuring that the game is played every week
during the cricket season.
WOOD LANE CC Opening of the New Pavilion 1979.

L/R, Bob Taylor, George Clutton, Philip Bailey, Eric
Garvin, David Sillitoe and John Hinks
Time has passed quickly, and the changes and
achievements obtained are astounding.

1983 WOOD LANE CC 1st Kidsgrove League Junior
Side B/Row L-R, P Phillips, N Philips, J Hagan, S
Timmis, S Smith, P Gibson, D Johnson, T Gibson,Mascot
MITZI. F/Row L-R, M Hagan, M Varma, K Heath, P
Franklin, W Taylor, L Hancock.
It is sad when good folk move on and they are no
longer for one reason or another able to commit
their valuable time to the club, but their support
never wains. The club remains eternally grateful to
all who have passed over its doorstep and
contributed to its present state.
To highlight the great achievements of the club, I
have chosen a few photographs which depict this
fighting spirit spanning over 40 years from the
opening of the new pavilion.
Many family names are synonymous with Wood
Lane Cricket Club, far too many to mention, but
everyone left their mark and the club is a better
place for them having been.
On behalf of the management of Wood Lane Cricket
Club, I wish to thank everyone past and present who
has been associated with the club in whatever
capacity, for sharing their precious time.
As this cricket season closes and autumn will
soon be upon us, we will continue to keep our doors
open, and welcome guests to experience our live
music events through the autumn.
Debra Garlick Chairperson

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

WOOD LANE Under 11s
South Moorlands League Champions 1996
Back row L-R, O Rhodes, T Cork, L Platt, R Jones, M
Huniak, A Godwin, M Gannon.
Front row L-R, T Salt, M Platt, D Brierley, S Shemilt, S
Malgwa, S Bennett, Missing from photo - S Hobson.

LOCAL CRICKET WOOD LANE
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1992 WOOD LANE 1st X1 Team
Back row L-R, K Hancock, P Robinson, M Hagan, J
Franklin, M. Mason, L Hancock, D Shirley.
Front row L-R, S Billinge, R Cornes, P Gibson, K
Heath, C Jones

Treble Win.
1992 This was taken by the Sentinel to Honour Wood Lane CC achievement of winning all 3 leagues.
First Team winning the North Staffs & District League
Second Team winning the North Staffs District Junior League
Third Team Wining the Stone & District Cricket League
Back row L-R Craig Jones, Paul Phillips, Nigel Phillips, Frank Knipe, John Hinks, Malcolm Mason, John Hagan,
William (Billy) Hancock. Middle row L-R: Eric Garvin, Ken Bailey, Peter Grocott, Mark Winkle, Paul Gibson,
Lee Hancock, Paul Franklin, Peter Lee, Simon Billinge, Matt Hagan, Peter Martin, David Johnson, John Price,
Kevin Heath, Tony Gibson, (Groundsman), Stan Chillington (scorer), John Farr, George Clutton. Front row
L-R: Kneeling, David Grocott, Lee Lycett, Stephen Gibson, John Franklin (1st X1 Captain), John Lee (2nd X1
Captain), William (Billy) Young (3rd X1 Captain), Peter Robinson. From the introduction of Junior cricket in
1982 at Wood Lane CC 14 of the players on this photograph came through the ranks of Junior Cricket.
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Doris Carnes
Doris passed
away on 12th
April, after a
short illness,
bravely borne.
She was born in
Miles Green on
18th May 1927,
to Percy and
Ethel Hadley.
Doris wasn’t
very old when
the family
moved to 70
Wereton Road,
where she
enjoyed a happy childhood with her brothers, Ronald
and John. In over 90 years, Doris never moved more
than 150 yards from her family home.
Doris attended Halmer End School, where she made
many lifelong friends. She was proficient at maths, so
she was able to secure a job at Audley Post Office when
she left school at 14.
For the next six years she worked for the subpostmaster, Mr Williams, who managed the Post
Office when it was situated where the dentist practice
currently resides. The Heath family took over the Post
Office in 1947, so Doris moved ‘up the road’ to what is
now the newsagents.
In those days, the Post Office was the centre of
village life. Before the advent of direct debits and bank
transfers, everyone went to the Post Office to collect
Pensions, Family Allowance, etc. It was where you
bought your TV Licence or your Postal Orders. It was
also the conduit for telegrams, some bringing good
tidings, others containing sad news.
As a consequence, Doris knew everyone in the
village – and everyone knew Doris. She worked
continuously at the Post Office under successive
sub-postmasters (Heath, Lewis, Jones)until her
retirement in 1984, after 43 years’ service. During this
time, she had also worked part-time for Harry Espley
at Wood Lane Post Office, doing his books on a
Saturday evening. She even did a spell at Bignall End
Post Office, covering for holiday leave. She was
respected by everyone for her diligent, discrete and
considerate manner.
Doris remained active in village life right up to her
final days. She loved a game of cards, and organised
weekly whist drives at the Pensioners Hall right up to
her terminal diagnosis, last October. She had helped
to raise funds for the building of the Pensioners Hall
and was, for many years, its Treasurer. She enjoyed her
weekly bingo session there, with many of her friends.
And it was not too long ago that Doris regularly
prepared a three-course lunch for the Probus Club –
up to 50 people, the same number now served by the
professional kitchen at Alsager Golf Club!
Doris was also a keen member of Audley Bowling
Club. Despite having a macular condition which

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
seriously affected her eyesight, Doris won far more
games than she ought to have. What she lost in vision,
she more than made up for with touch and control –
as well as a fierce competitiveness.
In 1948, Doris had gone on holiday to Blackpool with
her friend, Barbara Whiston. It was here that she met,
and fell in love with, her future husband, Charles.
After seeing each other every day in Blackpool, their
romance flourished on various dance floors around
North Staffordshire until, on 4th March 1950, they
married at Audley Church. In the following January,
their only son, Bryan, was born.
Doris enjoyed her life, whether at work, at home or
at her various hobbies.
But nothing gave her more pleasure than the arrival
of her three grandchildren in the 1980s – Eleanor,
Richard and Anna. She doted on her grandchildren,
and helped and guided them throughout their lives,
even putting money into a weekly savings account for
each of them, something they were all grateful for in
later life.
Doris invariably had a smile on her face. She loved
life and she lived it to the full – whether it was at
bowling or a whist drive, whether at bingo or on a
Caribbean cruise.
Doris and her smile will be missed by her family
and many friends who celebrated her life at the funeral
service at St. James Church prior to interment at
Audley cemetery.

Doris May Williams

Doris died on the
11th April 2019,
aged 97. She was
born at Shelton
New Road, Stokeon-Trent. Her
mother died when
Doris was just 7.
Doris left
school at 14 and
worked at a
potbank, then a
cafe in Stoke and a
shop in Hanley.
At the age of 20,
Doris was called
up. She failed the
medical for the WAAF and was sent to live and work
at RAF Stafford in the NAAFI.
In 1947 Doris returned home to look after her father
and she met her husband, John. They married and
came to live in Old Road. Their daughter, Gillian, was
born in 1949 and Doris finished work.
For most of her life, Doris suffered ill health. She
had 3 operations, followed by radium treatment in the
1950s and this led to her having 2/3rds of her stomach
removed in the 1960s and subsequently losing a
kidney and her gall bladder.
When Gillian went to Orme Girls School, Doris
began working at Audley Post Office, then went to the
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Accounts Office at Embreys Bakery where she finally
finished her paid work at the age of 59. It was then
that she became a member of the Labour Party and
Audley Ladies Choir.
Doris was always a music-lover and supported
Audley Male Voice choir. Also, along with her
husband, she supported Audley Theatre.
In the early 1980s Doris was encouraged to stand for
the Parish Council. She served the people of Audley
for many years, being persevering and conscientious.
She was twice Chair of the Parish Council between
1989 and 2002 and also was a Governor of
Ravensmead School for 19 years (including Chair).
Doris was involved with the twinning with Aixe-surVienne in 1993, the successful Audley in Bloom events
and the setting up of the Bowling Club.
One of her main achievements was the setting up of
the Millennium Green Trust and she was Secretary for
10 years.
Doris lived in Audley for 70 years and cared deeply
for its well-being as a thriving village. Well into her
80s, she walked up to the shops every morning
carrying an empty carrier-bag, which she would fill
with litter to take back home to dispose of.
Her funeral service and cremation was on 3rd May
at Bradwell when her life was remembered and
celebrated in words and music.

Ann Platt

It is with great regret that
the family of Ann Platt
announce that Ann aged
76 of Miles Green passed
away on May 21st 2019.
Ann was the loving
wife of the late Stuart,
devoted mum of Tracey
and Richard and motherin-law of Robert and
Cheryl. She was also a
very proud nana of
Daniel, James, Evie and
Ella as well as a loved
sister of Sylvia and dear
sister-in-Law of Albert,
Ray, Wendy and the late
Barrie.
Much loved cousin, auntie and great auntie.
Ann was born in Alsagers Bank on March 22nd 1943
to Harold and Olive Mothershaw.
Ann’s early years were spent living in Alsagers Bank
attending school in the village and later going to
Halmer End school. Upon leaving school at the age of
15 Ann started her working life as a Pharmacy
Technician, working at what was then McEllin’s
Chemist in Audley, this is where she continued all her
working life until she retired in 2004.
Ann met Stuart her husband to be in 1958 at the
Boughey Hall in Audley, during a ‘bop’ and they
married in October 1962. After marrying, Ann and
Stuart lived in London Road Chesterton before
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HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

moving to Church Street Audley in 1965, where they
would live until 2004, when they moved to Miles
Green. Ann was an integral part of village life and
known to many due to her working in the village for
over 50 years. Along with Ena Smith she started the
Audley 3rd Brownies when she realized there was a
large waiting list for young girls wishing to join. Ann
was Brown Owl for several years, attending many
conventions for the Guiding movement at various
locations around the UK.
Ann loved all sport and was an avid viewer. Her
knowledge particularly around cricket and football
knew no boundaries. She loved to travel and
experience new places, and during retirement along
with Stuart was lucky enough to go on several cruises
around the world.
There is so much more that could be said about Ann
which would be a fitting tribute to such a caring and
thoughtful person of the Parish, and testament to this
was to see so many attending her funeral service,
which took place at St James the Great church in
Audley on June 6th 2019. Ann’s family was greatly
appreciative of the number of people who attended.
Ann will be sorely missed by all her family and
friends. Ann’s family would like to thank all who
attended Ann’s funeral and for the cards, messages,
letters and support that they received after Ann’s
passing, which was much appreciated, as were all the
donations made to Audley Community First
Responders and Coeliac UK, in memory of Ann. Ann
was laid to rest with her husband Stuart in Audley
Cemetery.
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It is with deep
sadness that we
report that Kevin
aged 78 years
passed away
peacefully on the
23rd July, 2019 at
the Royal Stoke
University
Hospital, with his
loving family in
attendance.
Kevin or Kev to
all who knew him
was born in
December 1940 in
Tunstall. Sadly life
started tragically
for Kevin when his mother died, he was just 6 years
old. His father remarried and the marriage produced a
boy Michael, Kevin’s half- brother.
On leaving school Kevin became an apprentice sheet
metal worker, which eventual became his life-long
career.
His first employer was Victoria Heating and
Ventilation. He then moved on to work for Arthur
Rowley and part of the job description was to offer
Kevin a cottage to rent in Bignall End.
After working there for quite sometime Kevin left to
join Fultec. From Fultec he moved to DIS Kilns then
finally to Caltherm, were he worked full time until his
retirement. After he retired Caltherm persuaded
Kevin to return to work on a part time basis which he
did until his illness prevented it.
At the age of 20 Kevin met June at a dance in
Hanley, a girl from Sneyd Green. Their friendship
blossomed and they eventually married in Hanley
Registry Office in September 1962. This was followed
by a honeymoon in Barmouth, with the journey taking
over 6 hours by train. Their first home was the rented
cottage provide by his employer in Bignall End and
their marriage produced two children, daughter Susan
and son David. Kevin always said that it was the best
twisted fate living in Bignall End and bringing up his
family in the local area.
Kevin was a very hard working man and his work
took him to many parts of the world including
America and Indonesia. His reward for all this
travelling was to enable him to purchase a brand new
bungalow in Bignall End, where he lived until his
death. Kevin and June had been married for 42 years
before June sadly passed away in July 2005.
For the past 34 years it was a ritual for Kevin to visit
Glenavon Hotel, Cookstown, Ireland, with a group of
local lads to help celebrate St Patrick’s Day and boy did
they all celebrate.
After his wife June passed away Kevin started to
holiday in Benidorm which he visited 3 times a year, it
is reported he was the karaoke king.
Kevin was such a loveable character, he loved
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harmless banter, a laugh and a joke. He enjoyed a fag
and a pint of John Smiths bitter and was a frequent
visitor to the Audley Workingmens’ Club, he also was
a member of the committee and part of the indoor
bowling team.
Kevin more recently became involved with helping
to raise money for Audley in Pink, a local cancer
charity. He would often be seen at the event, dressed
in a pink wig and make up, travelling through the
village with a bucket looking for donations.
He was a devoted family man who always found
time to take his son David to football and when his
grandsons came along (who played for local teams)
Kevin was always out and about giving his support.
He also had a special princess granddaughter, Ash,
who he often lavished gifts on, but before his death he
said she had paid him back a thousand times with the
loving care she gave to him during his illness.
He had one special friend Trevor, they would visit
The Albion in Newcastle for a pint most Friday and
Saturday evenings. It’s believed those nights would be
so hilarious, memories for Trevor to cherish.
Kevin had been blessed with good health
throughout his life. Then in August 2017 he was
hospitalised with an collapsed lung. From this he was
diagnosed with Lung Cancer in 2017. Kevin started a
new treatment for cancer in January 2018 and despite
this illness he would return to work at Caltherm from
his treatment appointments.
Kevin was so popular within our community he
always had a smile whenever you met him. For the
past few years he would often be seen daily walking his
son’s Labrador, no matter what the weather was like,
wearing his wellies, bob hat and a cheeky smile.
The funeral service was held at St James Church,
Audley on 7th August 2019 followed by interment at
the Methodist Cemetery, Bignall End. The service was
conducted by the Rev Sharon Greensmith assisted by
Horne Brothers, funeral directors.
Rest in peace Kevin, you will be sorely missed.

Calendars Raise Funds
Duncan Richardson, the owner of Shraley Brook
Media, each year publishes a calendar for sale using
local images from around the parish.
All the monies that are raised are then donated to local
good causes.
Duncan presented a cheque for £220 to a members
of the Harp of Gold team and a further cheque for
£220 was presented to NWS First Responders, Audley
and Kidsgrove from the total of £440 raised from sales.
Duncan is now in the process of gathering together
new images for his forthcoming 2020 calendar in aid
of CRY.
The 2020 calendar will be a limited edition, therefore
if you wish to obtain one it would be advisable to place
your orders early. His contact number is as follows :
07752 042688
Duncan wishes to thank everyone who purchased
the 2019 calendar.
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Views from the Vicarage

Dear Friends,
I still haven’t quite got used to the view coming up
Church Street from the
Community Centre. The
lime tree that stood by the
church wall has been cut
down, and I don’t know
what to think about it.
The tree had to come
down as it was pushing
over the wall very
dangerously. It was taken
down with amazing skill
and professionalism – the
Borough Council worked
hard to organise it, and I
know many of us were
very impressed by the
work of the tree surgeons.
The Council generously
gave permission for the
timber that was left to be
taken by anyone who
wanted it, and much of the
wood was taken so that it
could be crafted into beautiful objects. There’s now
more light around that area, and two trees have been
planted to replace it.
And yet…there’s still something deeply sad about
seeing a beautiful tree taken down. It only took a
couple of days to undo years of slow, steady, intricate
growth. After producing leaves spring after spring for
generations, it’s just not there any more. Suddenly,
there’s a huge gap where it used to stand, and that’s
unsettling.
I think that’s why the Bible often uses the imagery of
a tree being chopped down as a picture of sudden
disaster. When the Bible talks about a whole nation
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being wiped out, it sometimes uses the language of
deforestation – ‘The lofty trees will be felled, the tall
ones will be brought low. He will cut down the forest
thickets with an axe’, (Isaiah 10.33,34). It’s a picture of
devastating suffering.
Of course, part of the tragedy is that when a tree
comes down like that, it’s never coming back. We feel
something of that heartbreak personally each time we
go through a bereavement.
We feel it as a community when tragedy strikes –
even after 100 years, this September we’re still
mourning the lives destroyed by the Minnie Pit
disaster as we mark the 100th anniversary of the
memorial service.
Wonderfully, though, those verses carry on the tree
imagery: ‘A shoot will come up from the stump of
Jesse [We might translate that as ‘King David’s family
tree will grow again’] … The Spirit of the LORD will
rest on Him – the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the
Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord – and
he will delight in the fear of the Lord.’ The Prophet
Isaiah was prophesying (700 years in advance) that
when things looked desperate, God’s great King Jesus
would bring wonderful hope and healing to lives that
have been devastated by disaster.
You would be very welcome to visit any of the
churches in our community to find out if he was right!
With love and best wishes for the new academic year,
Simon
Vicar, St James, Audley and St John’s, Alsagers Bank
PS – The ACN Editor has asked for an update on the
churchyard wall. The situation as I write is that the
Borough Council have done an impressive job
overseeing an emergency project to stabilise the wall.
They hope to have planning permission in place by
mid-August to start the work of rebuilding the wall as
close to the original style as they can get it.
Simon Tomkins.
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SIR THOMAS BOUGHEY HIGH SCHOOL
We would like to begin by reflecting on the final
term of Sir Thomas Boughey High School. It was
a very busy year.
June and July saw the AQA Unlocking Potential
pupils organise two community events – the OAP
lunch and cinema and the charity walk around the
school field to cumulatively try and cover the
distance from John o’ Groats to Land’s End.
The lunch and cinema experience was a fantastic
afternoon and both guests and pupils had a lovely
time. The pupils made the buffet, served tea and
stayed for the showing of Casablanca. We must
extend our thanks to Jane Lancaster and Bert
Procter for their invaluable support in making the
event happen and we are already looking forward
to our Christmas celebration.
The charity walk took place on Monday 1st July
and the whole school took part. Our athlete mentor,
Neil Danns (former UK and European Skateboard
Champion) from the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust was on
hand to encourage and support the event. We must
thank him too for the amazing work he has done with
the pupils over the last academic year. We easily
covered the 874 miles and raised £757.40 for charity
with most of the money being sent to MIND (North
Staffs branch). The following day the four students
went down to London to the QEII Exhibition
Centre to meet Dame Kelly Holmes and celebrate
their success. The school are incredibly proud of
their achievements.

during the annual Sports Day – which, back in July,
was won by Air house. It was a glorious afternoon on
the track, with the entire school offering their support
and encouragement to all the competitors, regardless
of their house. We are all eagerly anticipating the new
House competitions that will be running this year.
Also in July, we held taster and transition days for (at
the time) Year 5 and Year 6 pupils. Feedback from the

We also had nine Y10 students enter the Orwell
Youth Prize and eight of them attended the prizegiving event at Pembroke College, Oxford
University. The trip also included an overnight
stay at Christ Church College. Both colleges are
inspirational seats of learning and hopefully the
trip has whetted the appetites of the students and
demonstrated just how capable they really are. We
are very proud to say that one of our students, Tom
Warburton, was an Orwell Youth Prize Winner.
This is a prestigious and much coveted prize and
Tom has done incredibly well to beat hundreds of
students from up and down the country.
School also had the privilege of hosting the
Madula drumming showcase on the 16th July. Over
200 students from the other academies within the
Trust and a number of primary schools attended for a
fantastic afternoon of musicianship and collaboration.
The hours of rehearsal certainly paid off and all those
present commented on what a wonderful afternoon it
had been. Thank you to anyone who supported the
event.
Challenge and competition were certainly in evidence

pupils who were present, (and subsequently their
parents) was incredibly positive and this is something
as a school we are keen to develop further. Given how
well received the taster days were, it is no surprise to
see how well the new Year 7 have settled into life at Sir
Thomas Boughey.
As is always the case with a new academic year, we
immediately begin to plan for the next year. Our Year
6 Open Evening will take place on Thursday 12th
September 2019 from 6pm to 9pm. This evening
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provides an excellent opportunity for parents and
prospective pupils to have a look at the school, talk to
pupils and staff and see some work in action. It really
is an evening not to be missed. In addition, the school
are pleased to announce an Open Morning for
prospective future students on 3rd October 2019 from
9am to 11am where visitors can see the school.
Reflecting on the period of Work Experience, we
would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all those people
who offered placements for the Year 10 students.
Once again, the fortnight was very successful and a
large number of pupils have received glowing

references and, in some cases, even job offers!

Forthcoming Events

refreshments available. Admission free.
Christingle Service on Monday 9th December at
6pm
Bring your family to the Christingle Service to be held
by our minister Rev’d Joy Ventom.

Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 8th September at
10am.
The preacher for our Harvest Thanksgiving Service at
10am will be Mr. David Rowley. Harvest produce will
be sold after the service; proceeds going to the charity
Mercy Ships.
Plant Sale on Saturday 21st September from 11am
until 1pm.
There will be a Plant Sale with additional stalls. All
welcome.
Church Anniversary Service on 13th October at
3 pm.
The preacher for our Church Anniversary Service at
3pm will be Rev’d Christine Legge.
The service will be followed by tea. All are welcome.

We must also mention the Y11 Leavers’ Dinner at
Keele Hall. It was a wonderful evening and all the
students looked fantastic. They represented the school
in a manner that made parents, pupils and staff
incredibly proud.
Finally, for frequent updates on the latest news and
photographs regarding pupils’ achievements and
activities, please visit the school’s website and
Facebook pages.

Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn on Wednesday 11th
December at 6.30pm
Christmas Praise with tenor soloist Philip Cartwright
accompanied by Stefan Andrusyschyn and the Unity
Choir with congregational carols followed by drinks
and chip butties.
You are also warmly invited to join us each Sunday
morning for our services at 10am
Look out for more details on all these events on our
web site: www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk
Minister: Rev’d Joy Venton 01782 720267

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors

Remembrance Sunday on 10th November at 10am.
This service will be held at St John’s Anglican Church
Alsagers Bank at 10am. It will be a United Service with
Halmer End Methodist Church. Following the service
there will be an Act of Remembrance at the Alsagers
Bank Cenotaph.

Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Shoebox Sunday on 24th November at 10am
Each year friends at Halmer End prepare shoeboxes for
distribution at Christmas. This year, working with
Teams 4u (www.teams4u.com) they will go to
deprived children in Eastern Europe. The shoeboxes
will be brought into the service to be blessed before
they start their journey to the children. You are invited
to share this service with us.

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour

Autumn Fayre on Saturday 30th November from
12noon to 2pm.
The Autumn Fayre - 12noon to 2 pm. Various stalls,
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Audley Male Voice Choir

to help other families avoid the same heartache. The
writer of this article also has strong reasons to support
this cause.
On a lighter note, I reported that the Llandudno
Concert event was also a bit of a social occasion, and
we have another social fun day coming up on August
3rd at the Choir annual bowling competition. A few
members can bowl reasonably well, but for most, like
me, it’s just a great fun day. Being a member of a choir
is not only about singing, there is a sense of belonging
and fellowship that we can recommend to all men.
Davie
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We have already had a busy summer with four
concerts in six weeks.
June 1st we sang at Wolstanton Methodist Church.
June 8th we sang at St Peters Church Rickerscote,
Stafford.
July 6th found us at Congleton United Reformed
Church.
July 14th we had our outing to Trinity Church,
Llandudno.
But there is no slacking off for the rest of the year.
Our busy schedule includes :September 1st Centenary Service of Minnie Pit
Disaster, St James Church Audley.
September 14th Wesley Place Methodist Church
Alsager.
October 5th Newcastle Baptist Church.
October 19th St James Church Audley, Private Event.
Within the hectic six weeks of early summer we have
had a number of changes. As reported we have a new
accompanist David Windsor, and David has been
settling in over this period. The soloists, Clive Barks,
Doug Parker, Karl Smith, Samuel Winter and David
Windsor have done an excellent job to give the
programmes of entertainment a wider variety.
At the United Reformed church Congleton we had
new pictures taken by a star local photographer Daryl
Oakden.
Llandudno, is as much a social event as a concert for
the choir. Many choristers and wives stay at the same
hotel and we had more innovation.
Our Assistant Conductor, Samuel Winter showed
his amazing versatility by singing within the choir and
playing solo clarinet, as well as conducting a number
of songs. Doug Bennett, now a retired veteran of the
choir came to see us and told us he thought we were
spot on musically. Many of the audience at Llandudno
are holidaymakers and one of these a member of
Northampton Male Voice choir also complemented us.
We must be doing something right.
Tickets are already on sale for our Grand Victoria Hall
Concert on October 20th. Sales are going well so get
your order in early to ensure that you can attend.
Once again we are accompanied by the world beating
Cory Brass Band from South Wales. They were very
popular a couple of years ago in the same venue, not
least because of their musical virtuosity and humour.
It will be a great night.
On November 16th we are again hosting a fund
raising concert in aid of the charity Cardiac Risk in the
Young (CRY) at Audley Methodist Church. This is
always a well supported concert, as the family of the
local lad Dan Hughes, who unexpectedly died from an
undiagnosed heart condition, are very active in trying
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50 YEARS DRAWS TO A CLOSE
Audley Theatre’s 50th anniversary celebrations
continued in June with a community show
arranged by theatre member Lynne Williamson.
Two local schools took part on the stage, alongside
the theatre youth group, to give a thoroughly
entertaining evening of song, dance, musical
performances, comedy and unique mini sketches.
The pupils from Sir Richard Heathcote Primary and
Ravensmead Primary schools, with members of
Audley Theatre youth section certainly proved there
is, locally, a lot of enthusiasm to perform and great
talent in our children. You were all wonderful.
We send out many thanks to all the youngsters who
took part and to their schools, teachers and parents
who supported and encouraged them to give us such a
lovely show and also to Vibe Dance academy as they
supported Richard Heathcote performers. They were
fab at rehearsals on the day staying all afternoon and
evening and were really supportive.
Without an audience to perform to, there would not be
any show, so, once again, thank you to everyone who
came along and supported the work and achievements
of all our performers.
Rehearsals are continuing for the last of the theatre’s
anniversary shows. We are including as many of our
members as we can to bring you a fun, busy, musical,
nostalgic, energetic, colourful, memorable,
entertaining evening of laughter and memories. This
is expected to be the last performance by our members
this year and we want to make it a truly special night.
So get your clothes sorted to reflect your favourite or
maybe your least favourite fashion outfit and come
along to our last celebration, of 50 years of Audley
Theatre.
Our Production Committee has created the story for
the show and one of our members, Wendy Brough,
(who wrote the last few pantomimes for the theatre),
has written the script with other material from one of
our original members, Bryan Williams. Below is her
message to you.
“You Must Remember This” is the title of our

October Production. Obviously lyrics taken from the
song “As time goes by” which has a poignant meaning
in the show. The show itself is a nostalgic look over 50
years using song, dance and drama. It is linked by a
different family in each decade and includes references
to news, trends, technology, music, film, t.v. fashion
and food and drink.
The more mature of us will be able to reminisce and
the younger generation will no doubt ask in-depth,
meaningful questions, such as; “What are they
wearing?” and “What do you mean, there were no
mobile phones? “
To avoid missing out on this unique show and a
glimpse back at the things that were part of our every
day, (well for some of us), book early.
Box office opens on Saturday 7th September 2019
Performance dates are - Wednesday 16th October 2019
to Saturday 19th October 2019, 7 30pm start.
Please check out the theatre website and our face
book page, for more information as we get closer to
the performance date, or pop in to the theatre on a
Saturday morning, 10.am till noon, for a cuppa and a
chat and take part in the 200 club with a chance of
winning £10 each week or £100 every 10 weeks. We
still have a few numbers left to purchase.
See you soon?
Melanie Madew
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WHEN A COMMUNITY SHOWS ITS SUPPORT
Bowled over by the support
Bignall End Cricket Club hosted the Dan
Hughes memorial cricket and family fun
day on Sunday the 14th of July. The event,
which is now in its 4th year, has grown year
on year since it was first held in 2016
following an idea put forward by two of
Dan’s friends, Dave Cooper and Mat
Holmes. Planning had started back in
January and our aim, along with the help of
Bignall End, was to make this year’s bigger
and better than the previous 3.
We arrived at the cricket club around
7am to prepare for the day only to be
greeted by steady drizzle and leaden grey
skies, not what you need for a full day of cricket!. The
opening game at 9am started off in light rain but it
didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of Co-ops’ Cavaliers,
one of two teams made up of Dan’s friends, most of
whom only play cricket once a year. As expected they
lost to hosts Bignall End but the laughter which
greeted dropped catches, missed slogs and some
unorthodox bowling set the tone for the day. The
cricket tournament carried on throughout the day and
was eventually won by Wood Lane who beat Bignall
End in a closely fought final.
There was plenty to keep people entertained as well as
the cricket, The Hitmix radio station were there all day
entertaining people with music and running
the various auctions which were going on.
390 attempts were made to win a brand new
Kia Picanto provided by Ken Jervis Kia from
Cobridge but no one was fortunate enough to
crack the code to the safe. New attractions
for the kids this year were a 3 metre high
climbing wall and a play bus, both of which
were kept busy throughout the day. In
addition there was face painting, 2 bouncy
castles, a police car and activities provided by
Pear Tree day nursery and there was plenty to
keep them amused.
Food and drink were in plentiful supply
throughout the day starting with breakfasts
provided by the cricket club, these were
followed by a BBQ, Hog Roast and curry in
the evening. Dan’s Gin bar did brisk trade throughout
the day and the 2 bars inside the club house were kept
busy. The weather improved steadily during the
morning and the sun made an appearance in the early
afternoon which seemed to bring more people out to
enjoy the day. Sue & Kim were kept very busy on the
CRY stall with people popping by to purchase raffle
tickets etc and finding out more about CRY.
A lot of hard work goes on prior to the day and
during the event, to make sure it runs smoothly and
there’s no way we could do it on our own. As I
mentioned previously it was the idea of Dave Cooper

and Mat Holmes who set the first one up; they have
since been joined on our cricket committee by Deane
Jervis, Lou Holloway and Liam Kelter. At Bignall End
we have had the pleasure of working mainly with Pete
Maskrey, Tim Myatt and Keith Nolan who have
impressed us with their proactive attitude and
willingness to do whatever they could to support the
day. These 8 people have given up a lot of their spare
time over the past 6 months and we can’t thank them
enough for their dedication.
We are also indebted to Ray Bowden, Paul Turnock
and the residents of Cow lane for the use of the field
behind the ground as a car park. Without this there

would have been cars parked all over the village which
would have been a safety concern.
As a family we are humbled by the number of people
who attend this day in support of Dan’s memorial fund
and we would like to thank everyone who attended,
sponsored, donated or helped out on the day. We don’t
have a final total just yet but I’ll be sure to let you know
next time. All the money raised will go to Dan’s
memorial fund with CRY to pay for the screening of
more local young people.
Thank you,
Dave Hughes.
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Fashion Show
Audley
Community
Centre
Audley Community Centre was
the venue of the 2019 Fashion
Show which has become an
annual event organised by its
members and management
team.
This was the first public event
following the new
refurbishment of the building.
Fourteen locally sourced
models of various sizes, ages,
and shapes, who professionally modelled no less than
140 outfits, handbags, shoes, hats throughout the
night, to an audience of local people, with
refreshments on hand.
Without such generous donations being made by the
local community the evening would not be possible.
The management team and its volunteers wish to
thank everyone who attended and hope that they all
return for the 2020 event.
Details will be published in a future issue of this
magazine.
All proceeds of the evening are to be used for the
upkeep and further improvement of the Community
Centre.
Thank you everyone. Dot Bourn.

6 Great reasons to choose County Vets for your pets:







Late night opening until 8pm at our branches (Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday) & Saturday opening.
Reduced price home visits £25.00 per visit every Wednesday.
Free vaccinations and much more with our Healthy Pet Club membership
Free Free
consultation
for all
First
consultation
fornew
newclients.
clients registering
Laparoscopic bitch speys – keyhole surgery which is less invasive giving a quicker recovery time.
RCVS Outstanding Client Services Award and Awarded Silver in ISFM’s Cat Friendly Clinic scheme
AWARDED

‘OUTSTANDING’
BY THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS

County Vets Alsager, 9 Lawton Rd

Friarswood Veterinary Centre, 12 Friarswood Rd

County Vets Sandbach, 30 Crewe Rd

01270 882112

01782 615698

01270 767455

County Vets Advert 210x148mm.indd 1

30/07/2019 13:57
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Do you enjoy singing?

Feeling a bit “ out of the loop”, lonely bored or a little tired?
Come and refresh with AC/GC - Audley Community Gospel Choir
Each Wednesday 6 30pm to 7 30pm at the Stute, Halmer End ST7 8AQ
No auditions - open to all - especially those who say “ I can’t sing”
Make some new friends and, most of all, have some fun.
New term starts Wednesday 4th September, contact Ann on 07890 508652 to find out more.

Your local tree surgery company
Reliable qualified and insured, based in Bignall End

All types of tree and hedge work undertaken
Full tree removal, tree reduction, trimming, thinning and tree stump removal.
Logs available - FREE delivery

For a no obligation quote please call Alex on 07530 415072

alfacontracts@mail.com

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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RAVENSMEAD PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Audley Theatre 50th Anniversary Celebration
During the summer term Ravensmead’s Primary
School choir performed at Audley theatre, as part of
their 50 years celebration. The children really enjoyed
the experience and showed true professionalism. A
big thank you to Mrs Webb, our Music Co-ordinator,
for organising the choir to perform and to all the
parents, families and staff members who attended the
evening.
Raising Aspirations
During the summer term the children have really been
enjoying learning about different occupations. There
have been several visitors to school including a Film
Maker, Train Driver, Speech Therapist, an Air
Stewardess, Chef, Occupational Therapist and an
Olympic, Mountain bike stunt rider!

Ravensmead will continue to plan further visits
throughout the Autumn Term in order to inspire our
pupils to think of the opportunities open to them.
We hope that these talks will help to inspire the
children, and to believe that anything is possible.
Danny Butler, the Olympic Mountain bike stunt rider,
came into school to inspire the children to believe that
anything is possible.
“Danny inspired me with his amazing stunt tricks. He
told us to eat healthily, sleep well and that practise
makes perfect.” – Ben Y3
“Danny inspired me to get off my devices and exercise
more.” – Ginny Y4
“Danny made me realise I can be anything I want to
be!” – Gracie Y5
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AUDLEY PATIENT PANEL.
Giving every patient
of Audley Health PANEL.
Centre a voice
AUDLEY
PATIENT
Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice

Audley Health Centre / Slimming World
you are fitter.
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Slimming World on Referral allows health professionals looking for weight-management services to refer
patients whose weight is affecting their health to Slimming World groups, offering them free membership, in
blocks of 12 weeks. Many of these patients then go on to self-fund after their 12-week membership period is up.
Slimming World’s research shows that referral members who attend at least 10 out of 12 sessions lose on average
over 5% of their starting weight – a clinically significant amount – at about half the cost of obesity drugs.
To read the full report just follow the link
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/edm2.45
It really
is that simple,
and after all the on-line services are just another way
!
!
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to contact
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audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com
or tring
Ifhesitate
you would
like to know
more about
the
Audley Patient Panel, please donÕ
07765177239.
hesitate
to contact the Chairman using audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or ring
07765177239.
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT W.I
Our 709th
meeting was also
our AGM month
and after the
customary
committee
business was
dealt with, Glenis
Simpson (our
outgoing
President) gave
her address to
the room in
which she
remembered all
the good times
including parties,
outings and
interesting
speakers, we had
enjoyed over the

past year.
Glenis has been our President since 2001 and after
the votes were taken and added up, it came as no
surprise to anyone to learn she had been nominated
once more. She generously agreed to accept another
term; in which she will give her time, energy and
unfailing support to the W.I. Congratulations Glenis
from us all at Audley & District W.I. A worthy
President.
A lovely buffet provided by the committee members
was then enjoyed by everyone and a vote of thanks was
given by W.I member Val Pass, both for the buffet and
for the hard work put in by the President and
Committee members over the year.
We celebrated our 64th Birthday in style in June,
even the weather was with us after the awful weeks
prior to it. We arrived to a glass of bubbly and went on
to enjoy a first rate meal, once more provided by Beech
Tree Caterers. Our birthday cake, a team effort (baked
by Muriel Warrell and decorated by Glenis Simpson
and myself) was cut by W.I member Pam Davenhill,
who was then presented with a beautiful flower basket
arranged by Anne Marsden with flowers from her own
garden.
(see photo of Glenis Simpson and Pam Davenhill).
We were then treated to the evening’s entertainment,
husband and wife duo John and Pam Baddeley.
Whilst Pam sang her renditions of popular songs from
the 50s and early 60s, her talented musician husband
gave accompaniment on one of 3 instruments he had
bought along that evening – clarinet, banjo and
ukulele. In between songs, John gave us interesting
facts based around the year 1955, (not least that it was
the year he was born)!
Looking around the room was an eye opener too as
over 30 ladies hand jived to Connie Francis’s Lipstick
on Your Collar!!
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A notable end to a lovely evening.
July reminded us that Monday is Wash Day and our
speaker for the evening - Kath Reynolds regaled us
with anecdotes bringing back memories of times past
when, for most of us, Mondays saw the house filled
with steaming clothes still drying around the open fire
when we got home from school. However, she
reminded us that prior to the modern gadgets we now
take for granted, our forebears had to go through a
gruelling day to get to this point. Starting with heating
the water in a boiler or copper - this taking place
around 5 am. The labour saving tools of latter-day
washday included dolly tubs and pegs, washboards,
‘possers’ and the dreaded mangle.
Kath went on to show us the different brands of
washing powders (still recognisable today) but some
starting out back in the 1880s as a hard block type soap
which had to be grated into the water to create suds
(using the posser). There was no fabric conditioner as
such either, but with the aid of starch and Dolly Blue
bags, some clothing would be treated to these
additional processes before rinsing, mangling and
hanging out to dry. In the industrial towns this drying
process could well lead to the clothes getting dirty
again from smuts created by the ever present smoking
chimneys, kilns etc.
But of course it didn’t stop there, this washing then
had to be ironed! To say that these women were dicing
with death on a regular basis is an understatement. We
were shown the various types of irons used, such as
coal, gas, and electric ones you could conveniently plug
into your overhead light fitting - even petrol!
All in all an exhausting day for these women, who
had no need (or time) for modern day gyms, but knew
they had to do it all again next Monday!!
Phew !
Our next meeting promises to be a little more sedate as
the topic will be the art of book folding and in
September we will be treated to a talk about Cannock
Chase and its hidden history.
If you would like to join us or find out more about us,
come for a visit at the Pensioners Hall at 7pm on the
4th Thursday of each month.
Contact: Glenis 722009 or Anne 721957 for more
information.
Ann Barlow.

AUDLEY MILLENNIUM GREEN TRUST
We have a fantastic group of people to help to keep the
Audley Millennium Green Trust looking natural. The
Group work so hard, and enjoy their time together.
Come and join them. Their next Meet-up is on
Saturday September 10th 2019 at Audley & District
Community Centre.
Meeting times are from 10am - 12noon.
The AMGT Working Team Meetup Dates

September 14th
October 12th
November 9th
December 14th
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Eric’s Walks
Tideswell and the Dales

A little bit further to drive for this issue, but you will
be rewarded with a fantastic walk with views and
seclusion in the Dales.
Parking (Pay and Display coins only) is in Tideswell
Dale on the A6049 between Millers Dale and
Tideswell. Our route takes us across the B6049 to
Meadow Farm, right on the road, then a footpath left
to Heathydale Ward. Into Tideswell along Stancote
Lane.
Tideswell is an ancient village dating back to Roman
times and at Domseday it was part of the enormous
Parish of Hope, in 1251 it received its Market Charter.
Markets were 5 times a year, becoming a principle
market for wool and lead leading to growth in
prosperity and population.
The church pictured top left is of St John the Baptist
often referred to as the Cathedral of the Peak, dating
back to the 14th Century.
From Tideswell we follow Church Lane to the lovely
village of Litton and then into Tansley Dale, the first of
today’s Dales. Quiet and pretty leading us into
Cressbrook Dale. Via Ravensdale Cottages to
Cressbrook village and Dale. Mills in this area
produced cotton where children lived a life of hell and
cruel servitude, as we pass them you can almost hear
the cries of the children. Cressbrook, as the name
suggests, produced the salad plant cress, again using
child labour, but were apparently treated more fairly.
We now follow the River Wye through Water cum
Jolly Dale pictured, which can flood the path at times.
Through Litton Mill, now luxury apartments, turning
north after the village, into Tideswell Dale, now a
Nature Reserve, once a site of volcanic activity.
Remains of lava flows can be seen as areas of dark
coloured rock within the limestone. Soon back to the
car after a 7 mile lovely walk.

I am just back from a walking holiday in Austria,
based at Saalbach near Zell am Zee, fantastic walking
country, hundreds of kilometres of marked paths with
cable cars to take us up the mountain, and plenty of
refreshment stops.
A slide show will appear on Eric’s Walks page on
Facebook soon.
Eric Davies

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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Audley Striders:
Well where do I start...
The club has now been
together for around
seven months. We set
the club up thinking it
would be a small group
of runners, running
round the local area
together, but it has
become a local success
and we have started to
build a strong running
community.
We have just finished our
latest Couch to 5k course.
This is an 8 week running
programme where we
slowly increase the distance
each week to reach the 5k
target. The sessions are a
mix of walking/running for
certain periods of time until
the final weeks session where
runners should feel
comfortable to run the
complete loop without
stopping.
Most runners who have
completed this are now
running with the club
runners on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
This course is open to any ability, the next course will
start on Thursday 5th of September at 8pm.
If you wish to join the next course please get in touch
via facebook.com/audleystriders or call/text:
07704708487
Our club meetings are held on a Tuesday and
Thursday evenings at the Audley Community Centre
Car Park, we have hit record numbers of 45 runners
which is Fantastic!
Club runs are completely free!
We have now got Audley doctors on board and they
will be recommending the club.
We spoke to the doctors about introducing patients to
the club to help improve health and well being.
Sometimes it’s always hard to get fit, or lack the
motivation to get fit, but in a supportive group it
makes it a lot easier.
I cannot express the importance of keeping fit as it
helps with diabetes, depression, well being, weight and
much more.
The administration side of the team has now grown to

help with the growing numbers and making sure the
club meets all health and safety regulations. Two of us
have also recently completed a Running team leaders
course as well.
We have lots of great social events happening over the
coming months so keep an eye out for updates and
photos.
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POEMS AND RHYME

ANNUAL HOLIDAY (4)
Fresh deliveries

“Bubbles of Love”

Bubbles of love float all around,
High in the air low to the ground.
Waiting to burst on impulse and notion,
Intoxicating hearts with romantic potion.
Unsuspecting, they’re now collecting,
Visions to heads those sparks infecting.
Delights release that cause a shiver,
From capsules firing, propelled to deliver.
Bubbles not seen float all around,
Through the air in movement without sound.
Waiting to burst by invasion from space,
Sparkling an eye, radiating a face.
Invisible arrows released unsuspected,
Powerful serum lift hearts resurrected.
Eyes meet like targets sighted by points,
Spreading in fever from mind into joints.
Bubbles bursting, sparkling through eyes.
Bursting bubbles, misting into sighs,
Bursting bubbles, bubbles when they start,
Bursting bubbles bring magic to your heart.

Each morning a farmer called Les came round.
Selling fruit and vegetables - all by the pound.
Arranged on a cart pulled by plough horse named Ned,
“They’re all freshly picked”! _ At least that’s what he said.
He made cart secure, with heaps of manure,
So it wouldn’t sink into the ground.
Whether coming or going - everyone was knowing and
So he was easily found.
He told us everything was organic -- making us panic,
He boasted. “Well that’s what makes the country smell sweet.”
Then we purchased quite quickly, for the air was so sickly,
All the products we thought we could eat.
If he started to barter we gave Ned a quick starter,
With a dart in the back of his seat.
Today he told Grandma there were “fresh” peas in his garden.
Then he regretted that word when she turned and said “Pardon”.
As her eyes lit up with a smile of delight.
Remembering the Falls in the picture last night.
“I haven’t had a pea in ages she laughingly said”.
And to his horse he shouted: “Gee up Ned!”
Peter W. Hodgkins
“We can’t stay here, we’ll get stuck in the mud,
Cause any second now - there’ll be a great flood”.
DRIVE TIME
Peter W Hodgkins.
Aged seventeen I passed my test
Driving days then, recalled in jest.
No sat navs heard to navigate
Street Cricket
No winkers used to indicate.
On August evenings by the lamp-post
Hand signals made to let one know
When the days are long and light
Of slowing down and the way to go.
The lads come out for cricket
And play until it’s night.
No erected cameras controlling speed
They bat and bowl and field and shout
Or bumps in the road for the self same need.
And someone shouts “HOWZAT!”
Not asked to stop, instead to halt
But you can’t give Peter Batty out
Flat batteries a common fault.
Or he’ll take away his bat.
Starting handles could be found
Often swung to a swearing sound.
The dogs in the close all love to field
And chase about the street
Long journeys made, abundant frowns
The stumper wears his mother’s gloves
No motorways avoiding towns.
And strops the ball with his feet.
Powered steering just a thought
Everyone should have a bowl
Not yet seen in cars then bought.
That’s the proper way to play
The AA man gave a salute
But Batty has to bowl all night
His roadside box seemed quite astute.
Or he takes his ball away.
No tachographs or hidden powers
When lamps and rooms turn on their lights
Regulating drivers hours.
And you can hardly see the ball
Winter weather to combat
The lads begin to drift off home
Attached snow chains took care of that.
You can hear the goodbyes they call
Cats eyes most welcome aiding sight
But Peter Batty’s two hundred not out
To cope on roads without much light.
And he shouts as he walks away
“Remember I’m batting tomorrow night!”
History is made each coming day
Gareth Owen
Changes abound will come what may.
It’s when we look back we realise
This poem was found in the papers of the
How different things are and how time flies.
late John Taylor. His wife Freda wonders if
Sixty years on, thinking of here and now
there is a line missing.
Could people scratch heads and be saying wow.
What do you think?

Derrick Bate
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AUDLEY ROTARY CLUB
Some of my memories from a year as the
President in Audley Rotary.
My name is Helen
Chatfield and I
have just finished
my year as
President of the
Rotary Club of
Audley. I was
their first lady
President since
they started 56
years ago. I was
thrilled to be
appointed and
also apprehensive.
The club has 26
members of
which 3 are
ladies.
My year seems to
have passed quickly and been full of activity for the
community of Audley. I chose the Alice Charity as my
charity for the year. A grant was received for the
setting up of a Big Cup toddler group at Audley

Methodist Chapel. This group has been very
successful, and I am sure it will continue to flourish.
This was followed by our Santa Run which raised
money for our many community requests for help.
The generosity of the community was amazing, and I
met some wonderful children with their parents. A big
thank you to everyone.
I and 4 other Rotarians also take part in mentoring
pupils at Sir Thomas Boughey and Madeley High
School.
We meet at the Boughey Arms on a Wednesday

night and it would be lovely if anyone wanted to join
us, to see what we are about and meet our friendly
group. Mark and Wendy are fantastic hosts and raised
money when we managed to get a real Pudsey Bear to
raffle.
We always help other activities in the village.
Marshalling at events and donating to other local
projects.
The list goes on. Most importantly is the friendship
of the club members and being able to make a
difference, however small, both locally and around the
world.
A big thank you to all the support I have received,
and it would be great to welcome you to a meeting.
Our new President is June Snape.
Helen Chatfield

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2019/2020
With the start of the 2019/20 season almost upon us
we are busily preparing for it, through ensuring all our
teams are affiliated, insured and registered with their
respective leagues. This year we will run two senior
sides in the Staffordshire County Senior League and
seven junior and youth teams who will represent the
club and village in various local leagues, making a total
of nine teams at the club. The Executive Committee of
Audley Football Club wish all our teams a prosperous
season ahead.
The committee are also delighted to confirm that the
Defibrillator funded by members of Audley CO-OP
has now been installed at the club. This is a most
welcome addition to the facility and one befitting our
club. Many thanks from the club to Audley CO-OP
and the generosity of their members, that made this
possible. Thanks also to Paul Sargent and the
Community First Responders team that assisted us in
our quest to purchase and install the Defibrillator at
the club.
In addition the club by now would have launched its
new range of strips and training kits provided by
Touchline Pro. This will allow parents, players and
supporters of Audley FC to purchase merchandise
online, which is a new venture for the club. The
committee wish it every success and thank Adam
Whitmore for securing this venture.
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The club continues to raise funds through their own
hard work. On Saturday 29th June we hosted our
annual Mini-soccer tournament which was attended
by 24 teams. The day was blessed with exceptionally
hot weather and was an extreme success, with
countless attendees expressing that “Audley FC’s
tournament is the best that they attend.”
Congratulations and thanks goes to all the volunteers
that helped the club achieve this type of recognition,
but also especially to Mr Brian Finney who organises
the event each year and thus ensures its success.
Finally it is with some regret that I inform you that the
club was not successful in securing any funding from
the Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership, which we
applied for, in order to maintain and improve our car
park. This is a blow to the club as we wanted to
provide not only better facilities for ourselves, but also
the greater Community through the parents of
Ravensmead School.
We have worked with the school for several years now
allowing parents to park on the club’s car park during
peak times in order to increase pedestrian safety in
Old Road and Chapel Street, after several near misses
involving children from the school and motor vehicles.
It’s just a pity that this gesture of Community spirit by
the club was lost on the administrators of the fund, to
which we applied. Nevertheless we will continue to
show resolve and resourcefulness on this topic.
Yours in Sport Richard Platt Chairman

Book
early for all
appointments.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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Halmer End CIC
Annual Beer Festival.

Community Working at its best.

In June we held our Fourth Annual Beer Festival at the
Stute.
If you can recall it rained, then it rained some more.
The event was held over a three day period and despite
the weather it was an overwhelming success.
Thanks to all the folks that still made an effort to
turn out and support us, those supporters and our
wonderful sponsors help us to continue to keep the
Institute alive and kicking.
Unfortunately the weather did affect the Vintage Car
Rally but a few stalwarts braved the elements and
made the effort. Thank you to those enthusiasts and a
special thank you to Sarah Mullock and family in
helping to organise the event.
Also because of the slippery conditions our regular
Viking Group had to cancel their performance as big
swords and slippery grass really do not mix.
Despite these hiccups we are planning another
Vintage Car Rally possibly at the end of August or
early September.
The Bars supported by Phil Grocott from Simply
Cask and Robert Eardley from The Brew Foundation
were more or less sold out, donations for “dregs” on
Sunday went down really well.
This is our main event to help raise funds to keep
the Institute open and running. We would like to
thank everyone that came and hopefully enjoyed
themselves. It’s always popular and we really enjoyed
seeing everyone having a good time.
Please keep an eye open for the advertisements for
the Vintage Car Rally, there will be other supporting
events too, as well as bottle Fest by The Brew
Foundation.
Mike Joynson

Many thanks and appreciation to the management
team at the Halmer End CIC for the support given to
the forthcoming show now being produced, which will
be performed at the Sir Thomas Boughey Academy
21st Sept.
We are most grateful for the generosity given in
allowing us to use the hall at the CIC for our
rehearsals.
With their support and the members of the CIC it has
made life easier for us financially.
Also we must mention the volunteers who are making
a number of the props at no charge to us, we wish to
say a BIG THANKYOU as props play a big part in the
show.
Everyone at the CIC have given their support for this
show to make sure it is a success and of course it all
helps to raise monies which will go to the Douglas
Macmillian Hospice.
This is a community event held in the local school and
is being supported by the community which is shown
by the number of tickets sold.
A very generous donation from the Hanley Fire
Service has been donated to cover the costs of putting
on this show THANK YOU-ALL.
It has been a great pleasure for all of the performers
plus CARINO DANCE which is run at the CIC by
Rachel Finney whose dancers are performing in the
show. Nicci Hooper also with her dancers from
IMAGINE DANCE based in Audley will also be
performing in the show, bringing the two Dance
schools together to put on a great performance, from
*OLIVER * All in All a very satisfying community
show. Thank you all.....
June Ward Producer.

Yoga is an ancient form of exercise that focuses on
strength, flexibility and breathing to boost physical
and mental wellbeing. The main components of yoga
are postures (a series of movements designed to
increase strength and flexibility) and breathing.
Based in Halmer End CIC we have one of the most
popular, dedicated and qualified Yoga Instructors in
our area .
Sandra Williams started her yoga journey over 9
years ago, after her first class she says “I fell in love
with Yoga”and has classes in numerous locations in the
Potteries.
After attending several fitness classes she decided
Yoga Instruction would be the way forward.
After receiving intensive training for nearly a year in
Manchester she succeeded in receiving her Diploma in
level III for her passion.
Sandra runs three differing levels of Yoga at the CIC,
chair based which is structured to help people with
difficulty in standing and bending, which is a Thursday
morning. On a Tuesday she teaches an introductory
class, and finally on a Friday she entertains the more
proficient students, this class is on a Friday evening,

the timetable is reported in the Audley Community
News.
Having lost her mum to cancer a few years ago Yoga
was the mainstay in her life, helping her to manage her
stress levels and her grief.
Sandra has a passion too for collecting vintage
pottery, which recently opened another avenue to help
fund her charity work as well as her own personal
budget.
The avenue is Vintage Tea Parties which she has in
several venues as well as the CIC, an extravaganza you
may say of cakes, sandwiches and pots and pots of tea.
She says she thinks she’s turning into her mum, an
avid lover of china.

Music Thru The Decades

YOGA AT THE INSTITUTE

Keep an eye open for the Vintage Tea Parties and of
course the Yoga classes which are held at the CIC “The
Stute “
Personally I’d like to thank Sandra for supporting
the Stute over the last three years. She’s a great
advocate for community spirit and her generosity to
numerous charities is boundless.
Mike.
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WHEN I WAS A LAD

We continue with the life
story of Jack Cross who
was born in Miles Green
in the early1900s.
My uncle George Clarke
was my mother’s eldest
brother. I remember uncle
George, he lived just at the
top left-hand side of the
Royal Oak pub, Miles
Green. He had an
excellent tenor voice and
sang at various churches
and chapels in the area.
He could sing beautifully
even whilst sitting down
and would often sing “On
with the Motley” to my
Mum. He was a collier at the Deep Pit, Hanley and a
good pal to my father. He was married twice and
funnily enough both wives were called Florence.
My uncle Frank Groom worked for some American
Oil Company in North Wales and he and his Welsh
wife, auntie Blodwen, would let us stay for a few days
break. They lived at The Gyffin, Bryn Terrion Park in
Conwy. There was never more than two of our clan
visiting at one time at different intervals.
When I was about 11 years old I went to visit them
in 1926. I caught the train from Etruria station,
Stoke-on-Trent and had my rail ticket safely tucked
away in the top pocket of my shirt and upon reaching
the coast of North Wales, a place called Flint, I
remember saying to the guardsman, “Look there’s the
sea!” When we arrived in Conwy everything seemed
cleaner somehow and my first impression on seeing
Conwy Castle was it looked majestic, a sort of steely
blue colour and to see the boats on the River Conwy
lifted one’s spirits.
Uncle Frank learned to speak Welsh like the rest of
his family. It was on my first visit to them that auntie
Blodwen’s brother and wife wanted to adopt me.
Unfortunately they couldn’t have children of their own
and as it was in the depression years must have
thought they could relieve my mother and father of
one less mouth to feed. But I said adamantly, “No, I’m
going back to me Mam!” Auntie Blodwen’s brother
was a chemist I think.
On first meeting my auntie Blodwen she appeared
wonderful; she had greeted me with lots of hugs and
promises saying she would buy me treats and things.
Of course, you can imagine a child of my age thinking,
“This is going to be great!” but I was soon put down a
bit by her, however uncle Frank was a gem. Auntie
Blodwen and uncle Frank had three children and I
remember playing with their son, Edward. I
remember him as being a clever lad but he died in his
teenage years of tuberculosis.
They had another son called Llewelyn who later
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became a policeman and two daughters, whose names
I forget but I’m told they were Emily and Gwladys.
One daughter went to Australia to live for awhile
where she became a matron; she later settled back in
Anglesey, North Wales.
Uncle Frank won medals from serving in WWI. He
suffered a hip injury in trench warfare from a bomb
blast when trying to save one of his mates. After the
war he wore a surgical boot with a thicker sole to
compensate for the shortening of his leg, together with
a St Thomas’s calliper or splint fitted to his leg. But
later on an eminent Welsh surgeon successfully
operated on his hip in a Liverpool hospital. He could
then walk with the aid of a walking stick but had a
slight limp.
Pictured uncle Fred Groom.
As a child, before I reached
the age of 14, probably
around 1929, I remember
visiting uncle Fred’s home in
Birches Head, Hanley, Stokeon-Trent. Life then seemed
sparse as it was in the days
of the depression. I was
playing with my cousins and
we came across a WWI
medal which belonged to my
uncle Fred when he served
in the Royal Engineers. I
said to him, “That’s
important isn’t it?” and he
replied “It won’t buy bread!” I had been given to
understand that it was uncle Frank that had been
awarded a Gallantry Medal but uncle Frank told me,
whilst visiting him and auntie Blodwen in Conwy in
1959, “No, it was your uncle Fred Groom”. It would
have been the medal my cousins and I had played with
all those years ago.
Uncle Fred and his wife, my auntie Gertie had a son
called Alfred and two daughters and one of the
daughters lived at Maybank in Staffordshire. I can
only remember that my uncle Albert was a collier and
worked at Mere colliery, Fenton. He married Cissie
and they had two sons, Reginald and Stanley.
Then there was my uncle Ernest he was also a collier
and worked at the Deep Pit Hanley, which was the
same pit that my grandfather Groom worked. Uncle
Ernest married auntie Gertie (nee Beaumont) so I had
two auntie Gerties, (between ourselves, we called them
Thin auntie Gertie and Fat auntie Gertie). They had a
son Jack and a daughter called Florence. Later, uncle
Ernest ended up in charge of the Meat Market in
Hanley.
With regard to my uncle Jack (John Thomas); all I can
remember being told was that he was a sickly lad, I
think he had fits. He died in Stoke War Memorial
Hospital aged 56 years old. My uncle Will was a coal
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wharf manager at Shelton. He married Emily
Mountford, a school teacher. They had no children
and lived in Birches Head, Hanley.
Of my aunties, I remember there was my auntie Pat
(Martha) who married William Wainwright and lived
at Little Holden Farm, Milton, Stoke-on-Trent. They
had three daughters, Phyllis, Joyce and Shirley. My
cousin, Shirley still corresponds with me today and has
traced the Groom family tree as far back as the 16th
century.
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It was more than I could do to contain myself to see
the bread and butter plus other items disappearing
right in front of my eyes. So I got up off the sofa and
said “Well if you all get up now, there will just be
enough bread and butter for me and our Alb”. My feet
didn’t touch the ground; I was swiftly taken upstairs
and dare not come down until my Dad thought fit for
me to do so. ( We will continue with stories from
Jack’s life in future issues of the magazine ).

My auntie Poll (Mary) married Harold Pointon who
worked in the pottery industry in Stoke-on-Trent.
They had a daughter, Stella who married Joseph Ernest
Drew, a printer for Chesterton Industrial Estate and
was in the marines in WWII and had a son, Arthur
who lives in Yorkshire. Later auntie Poll lived at
Mostyn Street, Birches Head, Hanley.
The youngest of my mother’s family was my auntie
Lucy who wore spectacles. She thought she would like
to be a nurse and started work at Leeds General
Hospital but didn’t like it and one night did ‘a
moonlight flit’ by climbing out of a window and
coming home.
When she married she lived at a place called
Thurgoland, Yorkshire which was also a mining place
and her husband kept a pub called the “Horse &
Jockey” there. My auntie Lucy married our cousin (on
my father’s side), George Morris. So my father’s
nephew was also his brother-in-law! Auntie Lucy had
a son, Roy and a daughter, Jill, who still live in
Yorkshire. In 1947 my wife, Muriel and I were
supposed to spend three weeks holiday with them but
instead spent it at 106 Heathcote Road, Miles Green as
we were snowed up and only just managed to cut a
path to the outside toilet. We visited my mate, John
Wain at Maybank, that same winter and they wrapped
us up in a blanket near the fire as it was one of the
coldest winter’s on record.
One day, my mother’s brothers and sisters came to visit
us at 106 Heathcote Road. The family all lived within a
stone’s throw of each other in the Birches Head,
Hanley area, which was mainly occupied by people
working down the coal mines or pottery banks. I
recall it was a Sunday and my mother and father made
them all welcome which was their way of doing things.
There was my uncle Ernest, auntie Gertie, uncle Fred,
auntie Lizzie, uncle Albert, auntie Cissie, uncle Will,
auntie Emily, auntie Pat and uncle Will Wainwright.
Afternoon tea was provided, with the leaf of the table
being extended to accommodate them all round,
which meant in effect my brother, Alb and I taking a
back seat (so to speak) and to await them finishing
their tea. There we were, two little boys sitting on the
sofa looking on and listening to them in general
conversation, going down memory lane, and watching
them at what seemed ‘a slow rate’ consuming all the
prepared food.

Audley & District Family History Society is moving to
Audley Methodist Church Hall in Bignall End
The hall is situated at the rear of Audley Methodist Church in New Road,
Bignall End, with access to the hall from the Chapel Street entrance
The first meeting at the new venue will be a research meeting on
Wednesday 4 September 2019 from 2.00-4.00pm
Followed by our regular monthly meetings and bi-monthly talks
Limited parking is available on site and there are convenient bus stops
outside the church in New Road, served by First Potteries route 4 (HanleyWereton via Chesterton) and D & G Orange Buses route 1A (Meir-Wood Lane
via Alsagers Bank, Halmer End and Audley)
Full details on www.audleyfhs.co.uk
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Audley Community
Library and Information Centre

The library volunteers are still busy with
various projects and different queries that
crop up every week. We are exceeding the
County trend for book issues, footfall
through the library doors and enrolment of
new members.
The Summer Reading Challenge for
children started on 13th July and will run until
the first week in September. We enrolled many
new young readers and introduced them to the
wonderful world of books and reading. This
year’s theme was The Space Chase, which was
very appropriate as it is 50 years since man first
landed on the moon. The children were in awe
of this as they read books that took them to
other worlds!
The Information Centre/Meeting Room. We
continue to host a number of outside agencies
who use the library in order to provide the
community with a range of services as follows:
The Citizen’s Advice Bureau are present in the
library on the third Monday in the month 2-5pm to
help with digital on-line form filling. This is proving
to be really popular and helpful to anyone without a
computer or just needs help with the actual forms.
Dementia Friendly Sessions are held once a month
on a Tuesday evening 6-7pm. For enquiries and
information please contact Paul Barrow on 0741 5821
966 or e mail paul.audleyrotary@gmail.com. Please
look out for posters and banners around the village for
the date of the session on a particular month. Contact
Paul to book a session.
The Scrabble Club meets in the library on Tuesday
mornings 10am to 12noon. This is proving very
successful and is always competitive as well as fun,
with refreshments as well!
The Book Club meets on the first Thursday in every
month at 2pm. We can obtain sets of books for our
book club members and new members are very
welcome.
A Community Jigsaw is situated in the library where
anyone can drop in a put a few pieces in. This is
proving extremely popular!
The Honeysuckle Art Club continues on a Monday
afternoon 1pm to 3.30pm and, once again, is proving
to be very popular as newcomers discover that they
have hidden talents! Please ring Pat Darlington on
01782 720539. An exhibition of their paintings started
on 27th July and can be seen in the library and
information centre. Picture above taken at the recent
art exhibition.
The Local police have been holding drop in sessions at
the library throughout the year. These are for theft,
parking, anti-social behaviour or any other policing
concerns within Audley Parish and surrounding areas.
Proposed dates for the remainder of 2019 are as
follows : Thurs 19th Sept, Mon 21st Oct, Wed 13th
Nov. The library will be open from 7-8pm for these

remaining sessions.
The library offers loans of books for 3 weeks (or longer
if you ask). We are able to obtain books from any
Staffordshire Library or, indeed, the country (there is a
charge for this service). Books can be renewed over
the phone and staff are happy to recommend books or
suggest new authors.
We also offer a photocopying and laminating service at
a nominal charge and we also have envelopes and
stamps if required.
There is also a suite of three public access computers
which are free to use.
Printouts and scanning can be done for a small charge.
Books can be returned to Audley library from any
other Staffordshire library (excluding Stoke-on-Trent).
Please call in and ask to become a member (it’s free to
do this) so that we can keep this facility going for the
people of Audley Parish.
The library is now being used as a centre for Audley
Parish fights cancer 2019/20. We facilitate
organisational meetings and it is also a place where
people can bring in the proceeds of any events that
have been held for this cause for passing on to Cancer
research UK .
Anybody intending to hold events, whether large or
small, this could be as small as a coffee morning at
individual’s homes, please leave your name, number
and outline details of any event you intend to hold.
Contact Audley library Tel 01782 720527 for further
details and we will get in touch with you as soon as
possible.
The library volunteers would like to thank everyone for
their continued support, it is very much appreciated.
Contact us on : 01782 720527
E mail : audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk
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Audley Parish Fights Cancer
2019/20

Since our last report in Audley Community News, we
have since added a further member to our
organising committee. Meetings are held at
Audley Library, chaired by Regional Organiser,
Tracey Jones. More members would be
welcome to join and discuss any ideas going
forward. Please contact the library on 01782
720527 and leave your details.
Events carried out so far :
The Cameo Club had a charity/tombola stall
at the Audley Together morning on 30th March
and Audley Methodist Church held a coffee
morning, raffle and bring and buy stall on
Saturday 14th May. A cheque for £500 was
presented to Cancer Research UK for the two
events. Many thanks to Audley Methodist
Church for supporting Cancer Research UK.
The Swan Inn at Bignall End held a gin
festival over 3 days 25th-27th May, with live
music. On Monday 27th May they held a
barbeque and raffle for Cancer Research UK. A sum
of £203 was raised even though the weather was
appalling! A big
“Thank You” to Linda, Paul and staff for doing their
very best in the awful conditions.
Audley Ladies Choir held a cake sale and raffle
followed by a summer concert on 16th July at Audley
Methodist Church Hall. A cheque for £320 was
presented to Cancer Research UK. We thank all the
members of the choir for their continuing support.
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The Cobbles £488.06 from the sale of cakes, tea and
coffee and donations, including donations from the –
Audley Scout Group and stall fees.
Audley Craft Club £221.20 sale of knitted and hand
made goods. Audley Allotment Society £270.95.
We would like to thank the Cobbles for holding the
event pictured below and the stall holders for all their
hard work and dedication and the public for their
continued support and their donations for Cancer
Research UK.
Many thanks to Joanne, Vanda and staff.
Audley Community Centre held a table top sale and
raised £205, many thanks for their efforts.

Forthcoming events arranged/to be arranged:
Audley Alessi Charity meal is being held on Monday
16th September and is always very popular. This is
being arranged by Peter Shore. Tickets £12.50 each
can be obtained from Peter on 01782 721069 or e mail
petershore1@outlook.com. Tickets can also be
purchased from the library. The library opening times
can be found on the Audley Community Library page
in this edition.

Collection boxes for Cancer Research UK can be
found around the village, so please give generously.
Quarry Service Station have a continuing bric-aOther events are being arranged, so please look out for
brac sale and are selling Cancer Research UK flowers
posters around the village and in the library.
on the forecourt, these, together with donations and
A total of £2694.14 for 2019/20 has been raised so far
money for tyre inflation, have so far raised a total of
£195.73. We would like to thank Val and Paul Barrow as of 27/7/2019.
Audley Community Library is being used as a centre
for their enthusiasm in supporting Cancer Research
for communication and details of events etc. It is also
UK.
Collection boxes have been received from Audley Take a centre for the collection of monies raised and passed
on to cancer Research UK. Once again, thank you for
Away and the Railway Inn, Halmer End. The total
your support over the years.
received as of 20th July is £59.46. We are very
appreciative of them for displaying the collection boxes If anyone has ideas of events they would like to hold,
large or small, please make contact on the Audley
on their counters.
Purple facebook page or contact the library as
The Cobbles organised a fundraising day for Cancer previously stated. We hope that we will be able to
make this a continuing success and the ongoing
Research UK on 20th July. A total of £980.21 was
fundraising for Cancer Research UK, of which we can
raised made up as follows:
be justly proud as a community.
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WHAT’S GOING ON IN AND AROUND THE PARISH

Simply Christianity
Six evenings investigating the claims made by Jesus Christ
Starting with a meal and a talk on

‘Do all Religions lead to God?’
by former Jehovah’s Witness, Tony Brown
TUESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER
and the following Tuesdays till the 15th October
Refreshments from 7.15pm, all done by 8.45pm
St James Church Hall, Audley, ST7 8DE
More information at jmj.org.uk

AUDLEY PARISH LIBRARY
Library opening times
Monday
2-5pm
Tuesday
9-5pm
Wednesday Closed
Thursday
9-5pm
Friday
9-5pm
Saturday
9.30-1pm
Contact us on : 01782 720527
E mail : audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk
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ADVERTS

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Wasps
Rats
Mice

EvErything
you nEEd undEr
onE roof
G PLANTS
SEASONAL BEDDIN
S
BULBS AND SEED
AL
R L
S FO
GARDENING NEED

DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES
SAND | CEmENT | PLASTER
WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

GK MOTORSPORT

LOGS,
COAL &
STICKS
FOR SALE

• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

GARDEN TOOLS
BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS
hORSE & DOG FEED
63 cHurcH street, auDley. tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk
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07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service
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We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

ED
SE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

Potteries Building
Supplies

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS
SCREENED TOPSOIL BETTER
BARK CHIPPINGS
CHEAPER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS FASTER
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk

Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Have You
Made YOUR
Will Yet?

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

Your Will in the privacy and comfort
of your own home.
Our professional friendly consultant
will visit you at your convenience.
Please Contact

Sue Osborne

BLE
TES AVAILA
T
E
R
A
IG
C
IC
ELECTRON
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

07971 496 825
sosborne@jwals.co.uk

Need to send a fax or have something
laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Wills & Trusts
Probate Services
Executor Services
Trustee Services
Deeds of Variation
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Printers Ltd Festival Park Festival Way ST1 5TH. 01782 202440

