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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 
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Editors comments.
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Residents, parents and children so
rely upon them to get them safely
across our busy roads. At least our
First of all let me wish all our
readers a Very Happy New Year and local Parish Council had already
taken the initiative to have a plan of
I hope that you all enjoyed the
action in place if the funding had
festive season.
been removed.
A New Year and we now look
forward to fresh news and events
from in and around our community. 2018 was a bad year for fly tipping
within our parish boundaries, we
seem to have been targeted by not
We once again saw how well our
community is supported by its local just the odd bag of rubbish, but
commercial refuse just dumped
voluntary groups during the
randomly. We appeal to all the
Christmas period.
members of our parish to report
A big thanks goes out to the
Rotary Club of Audley for providing any sighting of people or vehicles
the parish with its Santa and sledge, dumping rubbish to the police.
Try if at all possible to take
the children of the community do
vehicle
registration numbers and
so look forward to Santa’s visits.
let’s
hope
we see an end to the
Audley Brass were once again on
problem.
hand, providing festive music so
enjoyed by both young and old,
despite the uncertain weather they So here we go once again, a New
Year and a new challenge and we
braved the elements, thank you.
would welcome your input to any
It was brilliant news to hear that the future magazines.
We welcome your news items for
Staffs County Council reversed its
publication. Enjoy your read.
decision to take away the funding
Editor Ernie Moulton.
for the schools crossing persons.
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Paul Sargent, Matthew Whitmore, and
Martyn Hunt are the new Directors and
they hope to continue the good work of
the previous team.
They wish to move forward to
improve the area to be an area of
Beauty, Flora, Fauna and Views, to
maintain its community functionality
and encourage the continued use and
support of this fantastic local amenity.

AUDLEY MILLENNIUM GREEN
TRUST CELEBRATES 20 YEARS

We are on the lookout for volunteers to
help with our much needed and
appreciated Working Group.
If you would like to know more please
TEXT Dawn on 07921450599 or EMAIL
ddobson1959@hotmail.com.

Audley Millennium Green has been in existence since
1999, and this year will celebrate its 20th Anniversary.

We look forward to hearing from you.
Thank you for your continued support.

Having invested their time and effort, the existing
team have hung up their boots and handed over the
reins to a new team.

Kindest Regards
Dawn Dobson
Secretary - Audley Millennium Green Team
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CO-OP AND ITS MEMBERS GIVE LOCAL GROUPS FUNDING

On Saturday 24th November 2018 we saw our local
Co-op Store handout cheques totalling £4890.26 to 2
of our local community groups.
The money was raised through the generosity of the
Co-op Store in Audley and its members.
This is a new scheme run by the Co-op where people
of the community who use the store pay an initial £1
fee in store to become a member.
Once payment has been received a temporary
membership card is issued which needs to be
registered by visiting online at coop.co.uk/register or
ring 0800 0234708.
Once this card is registered, the customers, on using
the card when purchasing Co-op own brand products,
will have 5% of what they have spent on these products
added to the card, which may be spent the next time
they shop in store and an additional 1% will be given
back to the local community.
Each year a selected number of local groups will be
chosen and from this list it is the customers choice as
to where the 1% is donated.
This year’s recipients were the 77th Audley Scouts
and the Audley Football Club
The photograph above shows this year’s recipients
being handed their cheques outside the Audley Co-op
Store. On the left we see scout Charlie Harrison,
Richard Platt, Chairman of the Audley Football Club
receiving a cheque for £2424.80 from the Audley
Co-op Manageress, Susan Ratcliffe and on the right,
scout Kai Hennessy-Ratcliffe standing with David
Tunstall, Audley 77th Scout Group Leader, with Leslie
Symonds, Scout Leader and Deana Welsh, Beaver Cub
Leader who received a cheque on behalf of the Scout

Groups for £2465.46.
The money was raised throughout 2018 and I’m sure
this money was welcomed by both of our local groups.
Audley Football club informed me that they will be
using the funding to purchase a Defibrillator cabinet to
be fitted in the New Year and Audley 77th Scouts have
decided to spend their funding on new camping
equipment.
We can now confirm the nominated groups for 2019
are as follows:
Halmer End CIC known as the Institute, Audley
77th Scouts and Audley Theatre.
Please remember to choose one of the above
recipients when shopping in your local Co-op Store.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

Fire Service Christmas Stokie Market
Funds Local Good Causes & Event

Kelvin Chell of Wood Street Bignall End is one of the
group of Fire Officers who organise the Stokie
Christmas Market at the Hanley Fire Station.
Once again he reports of another successful event.
This year’s Stokie Christmas Market raised a fabulous
£7846.
‘With this amazing amount of money to supplement
our funds already in our account we have been able to
support the following charities and organisations with
cheque donations;
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Fire-fighters charity £1000
Air Ambulance £5000
North Staffs Poppy Appeal £100
Home Start £1150
Staffs Fire memorial garden £150
A Child of Mine £800
Music Thru the Decades £800

FEATURES
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We would like to thank all businesses and the public
who have helped us in our charity work.
Music Thru the Decades is local to the Audley area,
this organisation was chosen as it raises money for
other charities as well as giving entertainment to
members of our community. Their forthcoming event
is being planned by June Ward and will be held at Sir
Thomas Boughey Academy School on the 21st
September, more information will be published closer
to the event. The 2019 Stokie Market is now being
planned. The contact details of the event will be
published in a future issue of the magazine.’
The photograph below shows left to right Neil
Cheshire, Kelvin Chell and Mark Hammersley, about
to present a cheque for £5000 to Air Ambulance.

The market this year was one of the best supported as
we had 88 stalls selling a wide variety of craft items.
Santa arrived by Fire Engine and was greeted by a
large crowd of very excited youngsters who were eager
to visit him in his grotto to tell him what they were
hoping for this Christmas, we hope he remembers all
the requests and does not get anyone mixed up.
Our kitchen started to serve food very early on, the
smells of the cooking of bacon, sausages, oatcakes and
lobby soon filled the building and queues quickly
formed.
The cheques were handed over to these charities in
the New Year.

MUSIC THRU THE DECADES

Another great performance was provided by Music
Thru the Decades group on November 24th 2018 and
the venue once again was the Audley Theatre.
The show was “ Spirit of Christmas” and the event
was a fund raising performance in aid of The Midlands
Air Rescue, New Life Children’s charity and the
Douglas Macmillan Hospice.

All monies raised was divided between the 3
charities who have now received the much needed
funding.
This was a fun packed show for all the family where
the children were invited up onto the stage by Willy
Wonka to choose sweets from the garden.
The stage was stormed by the children.
It was lovely to see our local Deputy Mayor,
Elizabeth Shenton attending the performance.
The show was warmly received and very much
appreciated by the children. We wish to thank all the
performers and helpers who gave their time freely to
put on such a talented show, our village should be
proud to have such talent within our local community.
Forthcoming Event 23rd of March 2019.
“ALLO-ALLO” venue Halmer End Insitute.
A great fun and entertaining evening where the adults
can sit back eating good food (bring your own drinks).
You will have loads of fun with these characters. There
are not one but two great singers bringing you songs
from the Allo Allo series. Plus those funny characters
bringing you the same old laughter, you will be in
stitches. A great night for all, tickets are already selling
for this event, you can order and pay for your ticket at
the STUTE at Halmer End any Wednesday morning.
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Dear friends a Message from Simon.
I’m writing on a cold January
evening, but spring is coming,
and by the time this is
published, I’m sure
preparations will be well
underway for the PAMS
Medieval Fair. We really
enjoyed it last year – am I the
only dad to have faced
demands for ‘Viking Wrestling’
for months afterwards?
I’m not sure many other
communities could have put
on an event like that, but there
was something about the
medieval world that seemed to
catch everyone’s imagination. It made me think about
why the stories of medieval times – the knights, the
battles, the myths, the legends – capture our hearts so
powerfully.
My hunch is that those tales combine two things
that we find hard to hold together in our culture. One
is physical courage and bravery. Knights are meant to
be tough and need to endure great hardships as they
set out on their quests to rescue fair maidens from foul
dragons. That could sound a bit childish, but there’s a
serious point – deep down, don’t we all long to be part
of a great adventure, part of a ‘band of brothers’ taking
on a fight bigger and greater than ourselves?
The other thing we find in tales of old is moral
courage and integrity. Knights were meant to be
warriors, but they were meant to be noble as well.
Their fights were to protect the poor and the
vulnerable. To defend those who were weaker than
they were. To stand up to the bullies and all the forces
of evil. To seek the interests of others, not themselves.
Of course, the tragedy of the tales is that even in the
stories, the knights never lived up to the standards they
set themselves. We read in history books of some
terrible things done by the Crusaders. If even
Lancelot, the bravest and greatest of the knights of
Camelot could disgrace himself, what hope is there for
any of us? I have to face the reality that even in my
wildest daydreams, I can never be the hero who rides

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
to the rescue – I’m the one who needs rescuing.
And yet, I wonder if those stories capture our hearts
because they reflect something of the great story of the
universe. One of the most awe-inspiring descriptions
of Jesus in the whole Bible comes in the book of
Revelation where the writer, John, sees ‘heaven
standing open and…a white horse, whose rider is
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and
wages war.’ Jesus is portrayed as a Warrior Knight –
the heroic, courageous King who rides to the rescue of
helpless people, like you and me, trapped in darkness
and gloom. At Easter, we remember that he took the
battle to the cross, and single-handedly defeated the
great dragons of sin and death and the devil at the cost
of his own life. Best of all, the Bible tells us he rose to
new life as the Conqueror, and now calls us to a life of
adventure. How exciting to follow him, laying down
our lives as part of the great battle to bring hope and
life to every situation of darkness and despair!
With love, and best wishes for a very happy and heroic
Easter. Simon Tomkins Vicar of St. James, St. Johns
and St. Martin’s Talke.

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£8.00
£7.50
£6.00
£5.00
£5.00
£10.00
£2.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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AUDLEY THEATRE
OUR
SPECIAL YEAR

By now the first celebratory production of Audley
Theatre will be "behind you". It was, of course, the
pantomime, Allie the Barber and the 50 years. This
was especially written by one of our long time
members, Wendy Brough, who has herself, spent many
hours in pantomimes at the theatre, as she started
there when she was in the youth section.
For those of you who came to the panto, you will
have seen the newly decorated foyer and also seen (and
hopefully bought,) a commemorative 50th anniversary
programme. A number of people have put a lot of
time into producing the programme and we hope that
it gives you a taste of the work and love that has gone
into the theatre over the past 5 decades.
We have more events to come to celebrate 50 years
since Jackie Trent and Tony Hatch opened the theatre
all that time ago.
We will update the theatre facebook page with
events as we confirm them, so please keep a look out
there.
The next event is the Open Day at the theatre on
Saturday 13th April 2019. Please come and visit us.
There will be the usual coffee morning from 10 a.m. till
noon then we will have tours all around the theatre
and you will be able to view photographs and
memories
from past productions and share your
RBK 190x130 Ad_Layout 1 01/05/2018 15:42 Page 1
memories of shows you have seen there. Some
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memorabilia will also be on sale.
We are in the process of organising this celebratory
day so come and see what else we've got to show you.
If you have any memories that you would like to write
and send to us, please either put them in the post box
at the theatre, or see us at any Saturday coffee morning,
where there will also be flyers about events confirmed.
You can, of course contact anyone you know from
the theatre.
If you would like to become a back stage or front of
house member, please get in touch. We'd love you to
join us.
That's all for now. We'll keep you posted between
community news issues, on the Audley Theatre face
book page.
Thank you,Melanie Madew

FRONT COVER IMAGE

We often get asked where our front cover images are
taken and by whom.
This issues front cover was once again supplied by
Tom Dunn of Alsagers Bank, who never lets us down.
The image you will see on the front cover was taken
whilst Tom was heading for the Monument on Bignall
Hill.
Just to catch the fantastic colours is an art in its self.
We would appreciate any picture from our readers
which we could use in future issues.
Thank you Tom.

Paying your accountant too much?
If you’re asking yourself this question
then why are we different?
At RBK Accountants we share your honest hard working
values, which means we have a strong belief in value for
money. This ensures you are provided with a personable

We understand that no business is the same and provide
services such as:-

Accountancy
Bookkeeping
Management Accounts

and pro-active service throughout the year and not just

VAT

at year end.

Payroll
Contact us today for a free, relaxed and no obligation
meeting where we can discuss our wide variety of
services to meet your requirements.
Stuck for time during your working day be sure to
take advantage of our flexible meeting times in the
evening or weekends.

T 01782 720 541
E richard@rbkca.co.uk
M 07791 998 167
W www.rbkca.co.uk
Richard Kessel ACCA

Advice & Support you can count on

Business & Personal Tax
Inheritance & Capital Gains Tax
Company Secretarial
Financial Management
Construction Industry Scheme compliance
Research & Development enhanced tax claims

Registered with The Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants

Registered certified advisors
for Cloud based accounting
software - Xero and
training/support.
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Audley Community Library and Information Centre
The library volunteer staff have been even busier since the last edition of the Audley Community News.
We are pleased to announce that we have bucked the County trend for book issues, footfall through the library
doors and enrolment of new members.
We’ve exceeded our own expectations of children joining the library, which we’re really encouraged by. For this
we’d like to thank the people of Audley Parish in backing us in this venture.
Thank You!
The Information Centre/Meeting Room :
We continue to host a number of outside agencies who use the library in order to provide the community with a
range of services as follows :
Everyone Health Staffs Hold weekly sessions :
Thursdays 9am – 12noon
smoking cessation
Thursdays 3pm - 5pm
nutrition advice
Fridays
9am - 12noon
general health checks for the over 50s
Fridays
12noon - 1pm
Get Physical walks around the village for the over 50s
Bookings can be made for these sessions by contacting Everyone Health on 0330 0050 095
The Citizens Advice Bureau are present in the library on the third Monday in the month 2pm - 5pm to help with
digital on-line form filling. This is proving to be really popular and helpful to anyone without a computer or just
needs help with the actual forms.
Dementia Friendly Sessions are held in the library every 3rd Tuesday of the month 6pm - 7pm
The Scrabble Club meets in the library on Tuesday mornings 10am - 12noon. This is proving to be very
successful and is always competitive as well as fun, with refreshments as well!
The Book Club meets on the first Thursday in every month at 2pm. New members are always welcome.
The local Police Community Support Officers (P.C.S.O) will be holding drop in sessions at the library
throughout the coming year. These are for any matters concerning policing within Audley Parish and
surrounding areas. Proposed dates for 2019 are as follows :
Wed 13th February
Thurs 14th March
Wed 17th April
Thurs 16th May
Wed 19th June
Thurs 18th July
Wed 21st August
Thurs 19th September
Mon 21st October
Wed 13th November
The library will be open from 7pm - 9pm for all these sessions.
The Rotary Club Tree of Light was lit up on 30th November on the library car park. A member from the Donna
Louise charity was present as this is the charity which is being supported. There was a short service, carol
singing and we were lucky to have Audley brass band present. £550 was raised in donations by dedicating a light
to a loved one. Afterwards there were refreshments in the library provided by the Rotary Club and the library
staff.
Shared Reading at Audley Library. This may be poetry, a short story, an extract from a novel or play, letters or
autobiography. Unlike book groups there is no preparation involved. It’s just coming along on the day and
participating in any way you wish. Please look out for posters in the library for forthcoming dates.
The library volunteers would like to thank everyone for their continued support, it is very much appreciated.
Contact us on 01782 720527
E mail : audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk

Library opening Times
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

2pm - 5pm
9am - 5pm
CLOSED
9am - 5pm
9am - 5pm
9 30am - 1pm

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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THE POPLARS CARE HOME ALSAGERS BANK

The Poplars Care home, under new ownership, proudly stands in its own large private gardens and enjoys some
of the finest views in Staffordshire over the Cheshire plain to the Welsh hills.
It houses 33 residents with person centered care and is quietly tucked away just off the High Street in Alsagers
Bank, approximately 3 miles north west of Newcastle under Lyme (see map).
Regular bus services to Newcastle, Hanley and surrounding villages pass the end of our drive, and there is a pub
within walking distance.
The new owner, Preeti Jaswal had been a primary school teacher for the past 16 years before becoming the
director of The Poplars. She has gained vast experience in teaching and care of younger children while
organising every aspect of school life including group and hands on learning activities, organising trips,
safeguarding, as well as accountability as a professional practitioner, which is relatable to the running of all
aspects of managing a care home for older people, including: arranging various activities, the development of the
principles of care on which the home is run, the recruitment, supervision, and development of staff.
She holds following qualifications
B.SC degree in Human Psychology
Post graduate certificate of Education (PGCE)
Manjit Singh Jaswal had been the owner of his family run business named Jaswal Fashions for the past 25 years.
He has been a very successful businessman and over the years, developed and took the business to a very strong
position. He owns a degree in Business Management and Industrial Science.
The Poplars day to day management will continue under the successful leadership of managers Lorna Chell and
Karen Key, aided by the dedicated and caring staff that provides excellent service and care for its residents.
The owners now look forward to working with the local community in providing care for the elderly.
The Poplars Ltd
Private Care Home
Phone: 01782 721515
Alsagers Bank
email: poplarscare@btconnect.com
Stoke on Trent ST7 8BA
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GINGERBREAD REAPS
BENIFIT FROM LINDA’S
GIFT RAISER.
We once again applaud the hard work
provided by local Landlady Linda
Shaw from The Swan Inn, Bignall End.
She once again came to the rescue
when helping to provide gifts for the
needy from The Gingerbread Centre
Charity.
The Gingerbread Centre provides
support and accommodation for
homeless families and single pregnant
women from within our local
communities.
Linda’s efforts were to try to bring a
little joy and happiness to parents and
children who would not have received
any gifts during the Christmas Festival.
The presents were collected on behalf of Gingerbread
from customers of the Swan, who as always, when help
is needed, showed their generosity as can be seen from
the photograph above. The pile continued to grow up
to the day of them being collected for distribution .
Almost 150 presents were donated, each was
labelled to indicate either girl, boy, or male and female
parent all wrapped neatly for Santa to collect.
Linda was overwhelmed by the response and wishes
to express her thanks to all of her customers who took

part.
2018 has been an exceptional year for fund-raising
at the Swan, as events have managed to provide so
many good causes with the much needed funding they
require.
As with most good causes it’s not just Christmas
time when help is needed, to give a gift to someone
who has nothing can be a greater gift than receiving
one yourself.
A very big thank you to all who helped to provide a
little happiness to those with nothing.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Gaming Console Originals and Arcade
Classics at Audley Community Centre
Have you heard the sound of classic
arcade and console games coming from
Audley Community Centre lately? If you
have you may have already attended one of
their Retro-Console Gaming Nights.
Audley Community Events and the Centre
have teamed up with fizzBus, to bring these
fun filled events to the village once a month.
On offer is the chance to play on gaming
consoles from the 1970s, which you may
remember or never heard of, right through
to many that you would recognise today.
These include the Atari 2600 from way back
in 1978 and the MB Vectrex from 1983,
Nintendo NES, SNES and Gamecube, Sega
Master System, Mega Drive and Dreamcast and Sony
Playstation and PS2, and more besides. The more
modern consoles on offer are the original Xbox
released in 2000 and PlayStation3 from 2007, that’s 12
years ago folks! There are hundreds of games available
to play on all these systems and if you are lucky,
lightguns, fishing rods and dance mats will also be set
up for the event.
Whatever classic games you remember playing in your
spare time, perhaps Shinobi on the Master System,
GoldenEye on the N64, Super Mario Kart on the SNES
or even Duck Hunt on the NES, you should be able to
find it amongst the collection. If you are a bit younger,
you can feel what 8-bit and 16-bit really plays like on
the old tech or team up with your friends for
multiplayer Halo on the Centres big screen!
So if you are looking to relive your childhood or see
what your parents played before Fortnite existed, get
yourself down to Audley Community Centre for the
next Retro-Console Gaming Night on Friday 22nd
March 2019. The evening runs from 6pm until 10pm

and it costs just £4 to play for the whole session. Keep
checking the Community Centre Facebook page or
website for further information and dates.
fizzBus offers retro-console for hire for all sorts of
functions, such as birthday parties, weddings and team
building and corporate events. It is run by Debbie
Berriman who lives in Bignall End. You can make
contact through the “FizzBus” Facebook page, website,
or via email at info@fizzbus.com.
Deborah Berriman

Have You
Made YOUR
Will Yet?
Your Will in the privacy and comfort
of your own home.
Our professional friendly consultant
will visit you at your convenience.
Please Contact

Sue Osborne
www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

07971 496 825
sosborne@jwals.co.uk
www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Wills & Trusts
Probate Services
Executor Services
Trustee Services
Deeds of Variation
Lasting Powers of Attorney
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Richard Boughey
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spared himself to ensure that the magnificent output of
It is with sadness that we the vehicle repair shop would be steadily maintained.
He has the whole hearted support of the men under
announce that Richard
his control and they have, due to his influence and
passed away peacefully
example, given of their best, under, at times very
on the 29th December
difficult field conditions.”
2018 aged 101 years at
After the war ended Richard went to the Middle
the Heyfields Care Home
East
to build up a unit and was finally demobbed in
Tittensor where he had
1946.
been a resident for just a
On returning home Richard met future wife Gladys
few weeks.
and
went back to work at Knutsford Motors where he
Richard, who was a
stayed
for just a week then moved to work for the
resident of May Bank
Newcastle
under Lyme Council where he eventually
Wolstanton, was the
became
their
Fleet Engineer.
loving husband to the
In
1946
he
was
badly burned at work and it is thought
late Gladys, an adoring
this
affected
his
health
in later life.
father to daughters
Richard
and
Gladys,
after
their daughters left home,
Maggie and Mary, a
lived
a
quiet
life.
They
were
involved with their local
much loved grandpa and
church
and
Richard
enjoyed
his garden and nothing
great-grand-father and throughout his life was thought
more
than
tinkering
in
his
garage
where he had always
of very highly by his family, some of whom live in the
some
project,
either
one
of
his
own
or a neighbour’s to
Audley parish, friends, neighbours and work
repair.
He
was
a
meticulous
worker
no matter what
colleagues.
the
work
entailed,
perfection
was
a
must,
he gave 100%
After the death of his wife Gladys, Richard lived
in
whatever
he
undertook.
independently at his home in Wolstanton and more
Richard took early retirement aged 63 years, his wife
recently been cared for by loving daughter Maggie.
Gladys became ill and Richard cared for her, she finally
Richard was born in Newcastle and was the youngest
of 3 children, his mother being widowed when Richard went into a retirement home. Richard visited everyday
until she passed away aged 89 years.
was just 3 years old.
He attended St Giles & St Georges’ School and from Richard was a loving family man who will be sorely
missed by so many.
a very early age developed a very strong work ethic,
This tribute is just a small slice of the life of a true
finding paid work before and after school to give the
gentleman,
honest, kind and respected by all who
much needed support to his mother.
knew
him.
Being fatherless was a traumatic time for such a
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell
young boy, Richard soon developed the need to defend
Crematorium
on the 16th January 2019.
himself as he was often bullied.
God
bless
you
Richard.
On leaving school aged 14 years he took up an
apprenticeship with Knutsford Motors, this included
attending night school doing an engineering course
James Cedric Machin
and he gained a City & Guilds qualification. Richard
would save each week a part of his pocket money to
Sadly on 29th
purchase the tools he needed for his work.
December 2018
When war broke out he volunteered for the army,
James Cedric
joining The Royal Electrical & Mechanical Engineers
Machin (Jim)
and was initially stationed in Scotland.
passed away at the
Richard was a keen sportsman, he excelled in
age of 91 years.
football and boxing but his passion was engineering.
Jim was born in
During his time in the army he was regarded highly
Audley. He was the
for his engineering skills by his colleagues and
only son of the late
superior officers which eventually gained him the
Ernest & Doris
position of Warrant Officer1 Sergeant Major.
Machin of The
In 1944 Richard badly damaged his knee playing
Bungalow, New
football, but despite this with his knee bandaged he
Road, a well known
was commissioned to take his unit with vehicles across
Audley couple.
the Channel and landed on the 8th day of the D-Day
Ernest was a coal
landings at Arromanches Beach.
miner, a 14 year old
Richard came under fire three times from German
boy survivor of the
Tiger Tanks and tragically witnessed some of his men
Minnie Pit disaster
killed in action. A quote from his Major in one of the
in Halmer End. He
many testimonials about Richard said “I have found
retired
with
the
miners
lung
disease
silicosis at the age
him absolutely reliable and trustworthy. During the
of
40.
Doris
ran
the
fish
and
chip
shop
in Bignall End
period of the British Land Army campaign he has not
for many years. Jim and his school friends would often
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call for a free feed at lunch time when attending
Ravens Lane school.
On leaving Halmer End school, Jim worked for Mr.
Banks the butcher in the village and for a short time at
McEllins builders learning carpentry. However, in
1945 at the age of 18 Jim was conscripted into the army
to do his National Service. He was first sent to Omagh
in Northern Ireland for training with the Royal
Fusiliers, he was posted to Egypt and trained as a chef.
Jim would recall many funny stories of his time in the
army that were still fresh in his mind right to the end.
Jim finished his National Service in Aldershot and
returned home to his parents in Audley. He continued
to work as a chef on the dining cars for British Rail and
many well known hotels including The Waverley Hotel
in London.
On March 10th 1951 at St. James’ church in the parish
of Audley, Jim married his childhood sweetheart
Margaret Alice Edgeley. Their first home was in Wood
Lane where their two daughters Phyllis and Christine
were born. They moved to their next home, number 2
Vernon Avenue in Audley, which was their home until
November 1969. Sadly on 28th March 1967 Margaret
passed away at the age of 38 after suffering a cerebral
haemorrhage, leaving Jim and his two daughters at the
age of 13 & 14 and his recently widowed mother Doris.
However, Doris was a wonderful support for her son
and helped with the care for her granddaughters.
Lobby was often on the menu for dinner.
At the time, Jim was working as the Catering Manager
for the large Staffordshire glass manufacturing
company Quickfit and Quartz. However, Jim decided
to attend night school and gain further certificates in
order to improve his work prospects. This came in the
form of a wonderful opportunity working as the
County Catering Officer for Durham County Council.
This was a very demanding job which entailed
organising all the catering requirements for the care
homes and special schools in County Durham,
including engaging all the staff and handling the
budget for all these establishments.
Jim took early retirement at the age of 63 after suffering
two heart attacks, resulting in having to have a
quadruple by- pass. Jim enjoyed many years of good
health after this. He decided to move to a little
bungalow in Darlington not too far from daughter
Phyllis and her husband Peter and grandsons
Christopher & Richard. Christine & Denis and
grandson Paul had by this time moved to Perth in
Western Australia where later his grandson Lee was
born.
Jim enjoyed many trips to Australia, staying for
months at a time, which gave him the opportunity to
see his grandsons grow up and take part in supporting
them on the sidelines when they were playing
basketball and taking part in swimming galas, as well
as going on family holidays together. He particularly
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enjoyed going to the WACA cricket ground in Perth
with son-in-law Denis to see Australia play the West
Indies, both came back burnt after a full day in the
sun.
Jim loved these visits, as it gave him the opportunity
to catch up with dear friend Loris and enjoy spending
time together. Loris made many trips over to England
for six months at a time, giving them the opportunity
to visit many countries in Europe.
Christine & family moved back to England in 2000,
settling in Kent. Jim would spend a lot of time
travelling down to stay, sometimes just giving a day’s
notice to say I will be on the National Coach in the
morning, pick me up from Gillingham bus station.
Jim never forgot his roots. Home was always Audley
where so many family members and dear friends still
lived in the village and surrounding areas.
His Uncle Bill and Aunty Alice lived in Meadowside
Avenue, with his cousins Pauline, Bernard and Barbara
which was his second home, when coming to stay in
Audley. This continued for many years, until ill health
took hold over the last few years.
After suffering two falls resulting in two broken hips
Jim was moved into a care home where he slowly
declined.
Jim leaves behind two daughters, two sons-in-laws,
four grandsons and three great grandchildren as well
as a number of cousins and their families .
Tribute by Christine Fischer (nee Machin)

HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk
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Rotary Club of Audley
Now that Christmas is over we are well into January, I
would like to take this opportunity to wish all our
supporters a happy and healthy New Year.
Following our two weeks of Santa’s visits which was
preceded by our Tree of Light dedication on the library
car park, with Audley Brass, we exceeded our
expectations.
The Tree of Light raised approximately £600 and the
Santa collections a little over £5,200. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all those involved in
making Christmas a record breaking one. That
includes all the helpers, drivers, donors and of course
Santa himself.
In November, the Club for
the second year running
were delighted to be able
to sponsor fourteen
visually impaired children
and their parents to a trip
on the fantastic Foxfield
Railway Santa Special.
The children came from
all over Staffordshire,
including Audley as you
may recognise from the
photo, and they loved the
whole experience.
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and this summer they are going Bell Boating at
Trentham.
We are so pleased to have this excellent link to the
group, as we know these trips are well supervised and
offer a special family day out, in safety, for these
children with severe visual impairment.
During the two week build up to this year’s Centenary
Remembrance Day, members of the Club were at
Morrisons and Marks & Spencer, selling poppies for
the British Legion Appeal. The response from the
public is always remarkable and this year we collected
£5420!
The Newcastle area as a whole raised a record
£90,000! This is a testament to the wonderful
organisation of Geoffrey Snow who has been
responsible for the area for many years.
We will definitely be there in force again next year.
At the end of October we had a speaker talking about
an amazing charity. Paying a second visit to the club
was Jim McCabe’s guest, Rotarian John Wilson from
Rugeley club. John is an ambassador for the ‘Buddy
Bags Foundation’ charity.
The charity was created in response to the rising
number of children who enter emergency care after
fleeing violent situations at home, and who leave home
in only the clothes they are wearing, very often only
nightwear.
Restoring a sense of safety and security into a child’s
life during a traumatic time is one of the first steps to
recovery. By providing these children with a few
essential items, they can help make the transition into
emergency care a little easier.
To support children in this situation they created the
Buddy Bag to provide comfort when all else has been
removed. The bags contain essential items to give the
child a sense of security, and one of the last items to be
put into the bag is a teddy bear. These can be new, or
knitted by supporters of the charity.
To find out more about this fantastic charity, visit
their Facebook page - facebook.com/
BuddyBagFoundation/
If you would like to learn more about Rotary, please
visit audleyrotary.co.uk and follow the links to get in
touch, or join our Facebook group https://www.
facebook.com/groups/346702352517182/
Ian Knight

Alison Smith, a specialist teacher for the Visually
Impaired and coordinator of this support service says:
“The children and their families had a wonderful time
on the steam train at Foxfield, seeing Santa and singing
Christmas songs. It was a lovely start to the Christmas
festivities. We are really grateful to Audley Rotary
Club for funding this trip again, and also for making it
possible for us to organise some of our activities
during the year. Thank you so much!”
The Club has also previously funded trips to Wheelock
Farm, Cheeky Monkeys, and the Peak Wildlife Park
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Sir Thomas Boughey Academy
We must begin by wishing everyone a very
Happy New Year.
As ever, we look back and look forwards on
events that have taken place and the
opportunities yet to be enjoyed.
Our Autumn Fayre on Saturday 10th November
2018 was a huge success and thank you to anyone
who attended and helped support the event. The
bingo proved to be incredibly popular!
Our Year 8 students during English followed a
charity scheme of work which was based on our
participation in the First Give projects last year.
Pupils were involved in researching their local charity,
inviting representatives from the charity into school to
address the class and organise a range of fundraising
activities.
The results of their research and fundraising were
then presented to a judging panel comprised of a
representative from the New Vic, a governor, senior
staff and our Head Girl in the bid to win an extra £500
for their charity (which was raised by our own clothes
day).
Charities included Alice, The Donna Louise Trust,
North staffs Mind, CRY and the Audley LAP.
The winning charity was Alice who received an
additional £500, to take their donation to £1046.

and he didn’t disappoint.
The lunch was made by our Year 11 students and
they did a fantastic job in making sure our guests went
home feeling delightfully full. We hope everyone
enjoyed themselves and we are looking forward to next
year already.
The Harmonize choir group along with some
talented soloists took part in a Christmas Concert by
candlelight (which also featured pupils from the
Newcastle and Clayton Academies) on Wednesday
12th and Thursday 13th December at St James’ Church
in Clayton.
It was a wonderful evening that showcased the talent
of young people from across the 3 schools of United
Endeavour Trust.
On the 31st January, school held its annual Mock
Interview Evening for Year 11. Pupils who attended
received invaluable experience of what to expect in a
‘real’ job interview.
They were given feedback on the documents they had
prepared as well as general feedback on how they
could improve their interview technique.

A representative from Alice, Kayla Poole, attended
our final assembly of 2018 and was presented with the
monies raised. Congratulations to all our Y8 students
but in particular to our winners: Jayden, Jamie, Harry
and Harvey.
We are all very proud of the way our students
demonstrate their caring and compassionate side and
understand just what a difference they can make to the
local community.

Our thanks to everyone who played a part – whether
it be as an interviewer or supportive parent/relative.
And finally, moving forward, it’s that time of year again
where Year 10 pupils are in the process of applying for
their work experience placements, due to take place
between Mon 1st July and Friday 12th July 2019.
As was mentioned in the last edition of this
publication, if you are able to provide a placement
(lasting either one or two weeks) please contact Miss
Carter (r.carter@stb.academy) at the school.

On the 7th December we held our Christmas Party in
Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for more
conjunction with Audley LAP. Distinguished local
activities as they happen.
residents joined us for an early Christmas party.
There was much conversation, music and merriment in
anticipation of a visit from Father Christmas himself
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St James Mothers’ Union
As I write this
article I am
looking at the
programme for
the year ahead
and wondering
how we are
going to fit it
all in!
There will be
talks from Joy
Ventom
(Audley
Methodist
Church) and
Barbara Lang
(Chesterton
Salvation
Army, back by
popular

request).
We will also be visited by people from the charitable
causes we support and some new ones. There will be
trips out and bring-and-share meals as well as a special
service to which the deanery are invited, along with
anyone local, followed by a lunch in the hall.
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ingeniously made by members and friends and some
very effective bunting made by Dorothy Wright. In
fact although it was all a team effort Dorothy
spearheaded the whole thing and so my personal
thanks go to her for leading us all. The sing-along was
absolutely brilliant.
The church was packed with adults and children
who took part in “Messy church” beforehand making
sheep faces, stars and crowns, which were all used
during the sing-along, and it was lovely to involve the
Brownies, Guides and Scouts.
We now have a two year period to rest and re-group
ready for the next one.
Do feel free to join us at any of our meetings this year;
the library has a copy of the programme, and if you are
on Facebook you can follow us on there.
We are always pleased to see new faces.
Derek Rowley will be speaking to us on 21st February
all about his life as a teacher. I am sure there will be a
few amusing anecdotes, having been a teacher myself.
You can normally find me in the church hall on Friday
mornings when we meet up with people from the
village every week for coffee, tea and biscuits and of
course a good natter, and there is a bric-a-brac, clothes
and book stall run by Jill, Val and Valda.
We hope to see you there.

A Happy and peaceful New Year to you all.
I am very fortunate to be branch leader of Mothers’
Josie Knight (Branch leader)
Union with wonderful support and a brilliant team.
This was quite evident at our recent Christmas Tree
Festival.
I am sure most of you reading this paid a visit at
some time during the nine days it was on, or saw the
trees at any of the services over the Christmas period.
Everyone who took part, whether organising, or
contributing a tree, must be congratulated on their
Book
efforts.
early
for all
Comments written in our visitors’ book tell us that
appointments.
you were all impressed by the sight of thirty-seven
Nails
trees with very different themes. A grand total of
Gift vouchers
roughly seven hundred people came through the doors
available.
Eye Treatments
during the festival.
Waxing
What an amazing response.
Our own tree was based on the theme of AFIA. If
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
you did not get chance to read the leaflets on the table,
Ear Piercing
AFIA stands for “Away From It All” and is an
organisation within the Mothers’ Union that provides
Epibrow Treatments
holidays for families in quite difficult situations.
This year eighteen adults and seventeen children have
benefited from having time spent on holiday as a
family, which they would not have had the chance to
do without AFIA, and we all know how that precious
time on holiday with family leaves us feeling refreshed
and ready to take on the world. The letters of thanks
received from families afterwards are very touching
indeed.
If you look closely at the photograph you will see
buckets and spades, windmills, lollipops and shells,

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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Audley Parish Fights Cancer 2019
The Purple organising group would like to thank you
for your wonderful support over the last few years.
It is with regret that we have to report that Peter
Shore has decided to step down from his position of
main organiser and we applaud him for his
tremendous effort over the last few years, we owe him
a huge debt.
Instead of the Purple week and Gala day, after listening
to your comments, we are considering spreading
events throughout the year under the banner of
‘Audley Parish Fights Cancer’.
If anyone is interested in organising an individual
event, no matter what size, large or small, or helping in
any way please contact on ‘Audley Purple’ facebook
page or Audley Library either in person or phone on
01782 720527, leaving your name and phone
number/s.
Collection boxes are around the village, so please give
generously!
One event that is already arranged is the ever popular
Alessi charity meal on September 16th in aid of Cancer
Research UK, which Peter Shore still wishes to
organise.
Tickets will be on sale from July 1st via Peter tel: 01782
721069 or e mail petershore1@outlook.com , or from
the library.

FEATURES
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If anyone would like to donate raffle prizes for this
event, please contact Peter by e mail or phone.
Also, the library volunteers have offered to do tea and
coffee mornings with cake and biscuits throughout the
year for Cancer Research UK, so please look out for
advertising posters.
In addition to this, the volunteers at the library are
considering organising a fundraising day for Cancer
Research UK, date to be arranged .
Anyone considering having a stall on the library car
park, please contact the library.
Once again, thank you for your support over the years
and, if anyone has any ideas for events please make
contact on the Audley Purple facebook page or any of
the phone numbers previously stated so that we can
make this a huge success and continue the fundraising
for Cancer Research UK, of which we can be justly
proud as a community.

18

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

FEATURES

ERIC’S WALKS
After a fall of snow on the day before our walk,
the next day dawned with a misty start; so with
9 Audley Parish Walkers, who had parked at
Ackers Crossing, just off the A34, we set off. We
all had our fingers crossed hoping that the mist
would lift and allow us to see the landscape in
all its snowy glory. But, walking through the
woods was, in its own way, quite beautiful in the
mist.
Our route took us along the South Cheshire
Way through Hanging Wood.
Information from Discover Cheshire. “This
woodland is Cheshire’s most extensive area of
semi-natural ancient woodland and contains
woodland community types rare to the county.
The wood consists mainly of oak, both sessile and
pedunculate. Many of the mature trees were felled
during the Second World War but a significant number
remain. Downy birch, rowan and holly can also be
seen in these woodlands”.
We followed the South Cheshire Way up towards Mow
Cop arriving at the Old Man of Mow, a rock tower left
from quarrying, for a coffee. A few of the group
scrambled up to the Triangulation Pillar for photos.
Our walk carried on to Mow Cop Castle following the
Gritstone Trail. The Castle is a folly, built as a
summerhouse in 1754 to enhance the view from Rode
Hall, which had just been built. Having taken many
pictures we wandered through the village, stopping at
the old well and Methodist Church in Woodcock Lane
for more photographs.
Information from Discover Cheshire, “Mow Cop is
often referred to as the home of primitive Methodism.
The two founders of the movement were Hugh Bourne

1772-1852, and William Clowes 1780-1851. The first
open air prayer meeting took place on 31st May 1807
and attracted over 2,000 people. In 1862 a Memorial
church was built on the site of this open air meeting”.
Leaving the village, we now headed towards Mount
Pleasant and The Rookery. Unfortunately some of the
paths (Rights of Way) were a bit indistinct on our way
towards the Macclesfield Canal; however we got back
on track and joined the Canal following it back to
Ackers Crossing via Ramsdell Hall. Just before we
arrived back at the cars a beautiful kingfisher sat and
posed on a branch over the Canal, he almost seemed to
be showing us the way back to the Ackers Crossing, by
flying from branch to branch ahead of us.
It was a magical day, considering the foggy start; we do
not get many days like these. The walk measured 7
miles with 780 feet of ascent.
More pictures from this walk can be found on the
Facebook pages for Eric’s Walks and Audley Parish
Walkers.
Eric.

Your local tree surgery company
Reliable qualified and insured, based in Bignall End

All types of tree and hedge work undertaken
Full tree removal, tree reduction, trimming, thinning and tree stump removal.
Logs available - FREE delivery

For a no obligation quote please call Alex on 07530 415072

alfacontracts@mail.com
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AUDLEY
STRIDERS
We put on social
media at the
start of 2018
about starting a
local running
group and the
response was
incredible.
There was so
much interest
from people
who wanted to learn to run so the demand has always
been there. Due to personal issues I didn’t start the
club until late November 2018.
The club was formed and is now run by Mathew
Capper and Laura Gibson. Laura had just moved to
the area and also wanted to start a running group, so
knowing we had each other’s help we pushed forward
and started the ball rolling.
Our goals were that “We want to build a strong
running community”
We run 3 days a week.
Mondays: couch to 5k course that is for beginners or
runners that need help getting back into running. This
has become very popular. This is based on a training
programme of 8 to 10 weeks depending on the overall
ability of the group.
Tuesdays and Thursdays: club runs of at least a 5k
distance.
All start at 7pm and meet on the Audley Community
Centre car park opposite the Boughey Arms.
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C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
The club is free but we do ask for a donation towards a
local charity once completing the couch to 5k course.
Myself and Laura pictured above have met so many
new runners and friends already through the club and
wish to encourage all abilities to join us.
Audley is an incredible area to live and with so many
hills it’s perfect for runners.
Thank you Mathew Capper
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT WI
As I put pen to paper, Christmas & New Year have
been and gone. Is it just me or did it fly by?
All the work that goes into the preparation, then you
blink and it’s gone!
In October we had a change of speaker as Sue
Robinson, who was coming to talk about paper crafts
was unable to make it as her husband had booked a
surprise holiday! So we can’t blame her for not coming
to Audley. However, Sue will be coming later in the
year and we look forward to our craft evening.
Our speaker therefore in October was Peter Durnel
who is an award winning wildlife film maker. He
showed us films, particularly of birds in his garden
where he has a hide and in the surrounding
countryside. The films were of David Attenborough
quality and were truly magical. If you ever have a
chance to watch one of them, don’t miss it.
In November, in preparation for Christmas, Kath
Reynold’s talk was ‘Tis the season to be jolly’.
Kath bought back so many memories of
Christmases when we were all young. Where you had
a sock (probably one of your Dads), with an orange,
nuts and sweets in. If you were lucky, you had a
pillowcase with a few presents in.
I can still remember my Grandad hopping into our
room with both feet in a pillowcase!! She reminded us
of all the toys from long ago of which she had quite a
collection, a very funny lady who always takes us on
these sentimental journeys back to our childhood.
On December 13th, the place to be was in the
Pensioners Hall. The Committee had spent the
afternoon decorating the tables for our Christmas
party. It looked lovely when finished. The Beech Tree
caterers arrived with the turkey, salmon and all the
trimmings and best of all the puddings. I know I
shouldn’t, but the raspberry roulade was to die for!!
Then should you have room, a mince pie and a cuppa.
We didn’t even have to step into the kitchen to wash a
pot. We had decided that this year we wouldn’t book
outside entertainment, so we entertained ourselves
with a quiz, funny stories, bingo and some rather rude
jokes (say no more). All the members really enjoyed it
and we had lots of laughs.
2019 started off very well, welcoming new members
and our speaker was Dave Hughes from C.R.Y
(Cardiac Risk in the Young). If you live in the village,
you will know all about the very tragic circumstances
resulting in the death of Dave and Sue’s son Dan at the
very young age of 28. We were taken on a roller
coaster ride of emotions starting with the day Dan
died. We were sitting with tears in our eyes after
listening to Dave describe his and Sue’s turmoil
following the confirmation that their son had died
peacefully in his sleep. Later, through bereavement
counselling a memorial fund was set up in Dan’s name
with a view to raising awareness and funds to screen
other youngsters in a hope of preventing further
deaths. Our spirits were lifted when 3 young men
Dave Cooper, Mathew Holmes and Paul Crisford told
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us in a light hearted way about their participation in
the Land’s End to Bignall End bike ride last year. We
were left in no doubt that this was no ‘ride in the park’
but the camaraderie and love of Dan, together with
admiration for Dave and Sue shone through.
Also on a positive note Tracy, the Mum of Lucy
Smith bravely told us about how this very same
screening programme picked up on her daughter’s
heart condition and through the resulting prompt
actions of the health service her life threatening
condition was corrected through surgery.
Plans are ongoing for future much needed fund
raising events. Even another bike ride. This time
though more training sessions are planned!!
We have Martin Thomas in February speaking
about ‘An audience with Beauty’s Pots’ which should
be excellent as Martin will still be in the ‘pantomime
zone’.
March will bring Sue Robinson who is attempting to
bring us a craft evening entitled Papercraft. Then in
April Ron Scholes will talk about the Alps to the
Pyrenees.
We are all looking forward to these speakers. If you
would like to join us, come for a visit at the Pensioners
Hall at 7pm on the 4th Thursday of each month.
Contact: Glenis 722009 or Anne 721957 for more
information.

PARISH OF AUDLEY 9TH
MEDIEVAL AND
COMMUNITY FAIR

The Parish of Audley Medieval Society will be holding
their 9th Event on Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th
April 2019. We are a week later this year as we do not
want to clash with the Easter Celebrations.
This year, as in previous years, we will be starting the
weekend off with our parade at 10.30am from the
Millennium Green.
Entrance will be free for both days. Starting at 11
am and closing around 5pm on both days.
Each day will differ slightly, so keep an eye out for
flyers and the programme of events, which are on sale
over the weekend.
Crafts and other stalls will be available inside, while
outside will be period stalls, Viking, Medieval, and
period re enactors, arena displays and numerous other
events.
For more information please call 07782 349 524,
Facebook ~ Pams Audley. Email ~
parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk
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LAP Litter Pick January 2019.
This was the result of another litter pick
in Bignall End and Audley run by
Locality Action Partnership or (LAP) of
Audley.
A group of local volunteers gathered
on the morning of the 12th of January to
scour our local community for discarded
rubbish with the result that 17 bags plus a
broken push chair, a car battery and
various scrap metal were collected.
Thank you to the 4 volunteers at Bignall
End and the 5 volunteers in Audley, not
forgetting Peter Hodgkins of Miles Green
who is ever vigilant when out walking the
local area and is often seen collecting
rubbish strewn on the paths and hedgerows
whilst walking his dog
An interesting statistic was the 44 various sizes of
wine bottles found on the car park between Co op and
Tesco in Audley.
The reaction from people who took part and in general
was this is always a worthwhile event and one our
parish should be proud of. All we now need to do is to
educate those responsible for dumping the rubbish in
the first place.
Fly tipping and dumping is becoming a major
problem for our local community and our local
authority. Most recently a dead horse was found
dumped within our parish boundary. Where are the
morals of these people responsible?
Can we appeal for the general public to please report

Audley Methodist Church ￼

Minister: Rev. Joy Ventom
Audley Methodist Church warmly invite you to our
Sunday Services at 10 30am & 6pm.
Forthcoming Events & Services
Tea & Toast:
Pop in and join us for free toast every Tuesday
morning between 8:30am and 9:30am, in the Church
Hall foyer.
Audley Together Charity:
Saturday 30th March 2019 between 10.00am-2.00pm.
Local charities and charities supported by Audley
Methodist Church will be invited to have a stall in
Audley Methodist Church Hall, FREE OF CHARGE
to promote their charity by holding nearly new stalls,
tombola stalls and bric-a-brac etc.
All monies raised by the charity will be for their own
funds.
HOT FOOD and DRINKS will be available throughout
the day provided by Audley Methodist Church.
See what happens in the village and support LOCAL
CHARITIES-Everyone Welcome.
Ash Wednesday:
6th March 2019 at 7pm. Audley Methodist Church

anyone to the police seen dumping rubbish anywhere,
not just within our village and let us hope the culprits
are prosecuted.
Has anyone got any suggestions, do we have sufficient
rubbish containers within our villages.
L.A.P is a local voluntary group which provides help to
numerous local needs one being the organisation of
these litter picks.
If you would like to be part of the group or just to help
on any future litter picks please contact either: Jane
Lancaster 01782 720231 email: t.lanc@tiscali.co.uk or
speak to Councillor Bert Proctor who I’m sure will
give you the relevant details.
Let’s keep our village clean and give our community a
little bit of pride.
will be hosting this year’s Ash Wednesday service. We
look forward to you all joining us for worship.
Easter Services:
Good Friday Walk of Witness, 19th April 2019 at
10am. Join with friends from St. James’ Parish Church
and other Churches in the neighbourhood.
Walk to Chester Road, remembrance on the green, to
the car park and share a few moments worship,
concluding with refreshments in St. James’ Church
Hall. All welcome.
Easter Sunday, 21st April 2019. Services are 10 30am
& 6pm. Join us as we worship this Easter. Our 6pm
service is a Holy Communion service, led by our
Minister, Rev. Joy Ventom.
Church Office opening hours are Wednesday and
Friday 11am to 2pm,
Thursday 12noon to 3pm
Telephone: 01782 722755 or email audleymethodist@
btconnect.com
Also see our Facebook page: Audley Methodist Church
(@audleymethodist) for up to date information, news
and details of our regular events.
Open4all; Open2God; Open4you!
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Operation Christmas Child
As a co-ordinator for
Operation Christmas
Child in Audley and
Branch Leader for St
James’ Mothers’ Union, I
am only too aware that
the success of any
venture depends on the
support and the
generosity of the people
of the village.
Yet again I have been reassured that I have the backing
of so many local people. We tried an experiment in
the last campaign of not having a leaflet drop through
letter boxes, but instead had several leaflet stations
throughout the village. My thanks go to the businesses
that agreed to help in this way, from hairdressers,
shops, cafes, pubs, the Health Centre and the Library;
over fifteen stations in all. Can I also thank the Health
Centre and the Library for being a drop off point for
completed boxes, as well as Georgie in the parish office
and Audley Methodist Church.
The result of all this effort was roughly three hundred
boxes loaded into the van to be shipped to eagerly
awaiting hands and faces of the children in Romania,
so that is three hundred thanks from me!
As the numbers were not very different from the
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campaign of 2017 we shall use this method again.
If you can help us by having a display box of leaflets
in your business do let me know so that I can add you
to the list, or if you feel you can help in other ways,
such as delivering leaflets, putting stickers on leaflets,
visiting schools, knitting hats and scarves or
fundraising, we will be only too pleased for you to join
the team. If you also have a business and feel able to
donate items on the suggested list then they too will be
appreciated.
I mentioned schools, and we were thrilled to have
Richard Heathcote and Sir Thomas Boughey School
taking part this time. Having been retired for six years
now from teaching I had forgotten just how delightful
and enthusiastic pupils in junior schools can be. I
took an assembly at Richard Heathcote to start off
their efforts and their welcome and manners were first
class. The pupils there are a credit to the staff.
New volunteers came to help load the van, following
a Facebook appeal, so keep looking on Facebook for
updates and details once the campaign starts again in
September.
With so many charities now represented in the village
we understand that there is a limit to people’s funds,
and so it is with that thought that I thank you once
again from my heart for supporting such a lovely cause
in such a big way.
Josie Knight (josephineknight1974@gmail.com)
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RICHARD HEATHCOTE
COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL
STOP ... POLICE!
A number of Key Stage 2 children at The Richard
Heathcote Community Primary School have been
learning all about police work over the last few weeks.
PSCO Damian Wright has been coming into school
each week and enriching the children’s learning
experiences by educating the children about some of
the work that the police carry out during the course of
their duties. The fun, information and practical
sessions have been a real
eye…POLICE!
opener as they have
STOP
learned
how
to
make
detailed
of people
A number of Key Stage 2 children at descriptions
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Dear Editor
Our good friend from Boon Hill, Mrs Sylvia Maddock
always saves me a copy of your magazine.
I have been for many years searching for my dad’s
grave and a few months ago I thought I would try
again.
I contacted you and you kindly passed on Rev
Tomkins name and phone number. I made contact
with him and he was very helpful. He sent me the
details of my grandparents who died in the 1950s and
were buried in Talke church yard. As there had been a
fire in later years the 1930/1940s records were
unfortunately destroyed. Rev Tomkins said to try the
local undertakers who may be able to help.
I contacted Gail Spender from C Edwards & Son of
Talke Pits. She searched records from the 40s and
found Tom Ford, my father, who was buried on the 6th
February 1940. She told me she would take me, show
me, and mark the grave for me, this she has done.
I can’t tell you how grateful I am to you all.
Thank you Ernie, Rev Tomkins and Gail Spender.
John Ford, Packmoor.

Sponsored Charity Skydive.
I would like to
thank all those
people who so
generously
sponsored my
skydive to
celebrate my 70th
birthday.
As a result of your
generosity I have
been able to
donate £320 to
CRY and £320 to
Donna Louise.
The picture shows
me handing over a
cheque to Dave
Hughes, from the
Cry organisation, I must say I was a lot paler after the
skydive. Once again many thanks.
Brian Dodd.
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE 2019
1.
Parish Play Area Investment
The new play equipment is now in place at Harrison
Close, Halmer End. We hope it is well used and
looked after. CCTV is due to be installed at Albert
Street play area to allow the Police to target any
offenders causing issues for residents in the area.
Consultation with the parish schools will take place
soon with regards to the new equipment at Albert
Street.
2.
Budget 2019/20
The draft budget 2019/20 has been discussed at the
Parish Council meetings over the last few months.
The final precept was due to be set at the 17th January
2019 meeting, however the outcome of the County
Council’s lollipop crossing patrol funding held up this
decision. At the time of writing, the County Council
have now decided to continue funding the lollipop
crossing patrols. A Parish Council meeting will be
held at the end of January to set the precept, which
may see it increased by £5.10 per year (10p per week)
for a Band D* Council tax property, in order to fund a

World War One Remembered
Today it’s hard to imagine how it must have been
Men leaving for war, choking tears unseen.
To spill blood in the trenches, going over the top
Fighting the foe until the last drop.
Gunfire sounds, shells louder each day
“Please let them stop we earnestly pray”.
Sending messages home in chapter and verse
Conditions in hell couldn’t be worse.
Breathing each day, somehow alive
Was there a chance one could survive?
Dad’s dad was missing the telegram said
Lost in action presumed to be dead.
Month after month awaiting some word
Time moved slowly on, nothing was heard.
Then one night disturbance in the small hours
Created a panic testing Gran’s powers.
From her window she ranted, her venom most clear
Clear off and be gone I don’t want you here.
But it’s me Grandad shouted pleading in vain
Unbelieved and unwanted feeling disdain.
The occasion recalled by my tearful dad
A lifetime memory from his days as a lad.
Was there a party? Certainly not
Neatly summed up by the question. With what?
We’ll remember forever the terrible price
Of lives lost for us and their sacrifice.
The least we can do is to pay our respects
Recognise always the nation expects.

Derrick Bate.

number of Parish projects.
*Please note that this increase will be applied
proportionately to all properties, however Band D is
used as an example.
3.
CCTV
Following an increase in ASB in the village over recent
months, funding is being sought to install additional
CCTV in the village centre to provide further
coverage. All CCTV cameras are fitted with infrared
to allow the images to be used day and night for crime
prevention and detection. Please do report any
incidents that occur to 101 and obtain a crime
reference when doing so.
The Parish Council meets on the 3rd Thursday of each
month, alternating between Wood Lane Community
Centre and Audley Pensioners Hall. Future meeting
dates are available on the website https://
audleyparishcouncil.org/ or the 8 noticeboards.
Parish Clerk Clare Withington.

Blaze it up the Trail
As a young boy he used to enjoy,
A spin on the Ferris wheel.
On Dodgem’s he’d speed, accelerating need,
Just to see how he would feel.
He’d sit and gloat on revolving boat,
Whilst others felt sick and unwell,
On Big Dipper ride he’d laugh ‘til he cried,
As reaching the top he would yell;
“Pull out your throttle! Give it some bottle,
And blaze it up the trail,
Plug in the socket, Fire up the rocket,
And hammer it like the nail.
Ram it like the devil, Down to the level, and
Make it pin back your ears.
Kick up some dust, Show plenty of thrust,
As you shove it through the gears”.
Even in his last days, he had many fast ways,
They gave him a walker made of metal.
With a pacemaker and breathing intaker,
He simple just could not settle.
In electrified wheelchair he just couldn’t sit there,
He had to be out and about.
And in the Auditorium at the Crematorium,
You can still now hear him shout!
“Pull out your throttle! Give it some bottle,
And blaze it up the trail.
Plug in the socket, Fire up the rocket,
And hammer it like a nail.
Ram it like the devil, Down to the level, and
Make it pin back your ears.
Kick up some dust, Show it some thrust,
As you shove it through the gears!”

Peter W Hodgkins
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Audley Male Voice Choir
Our Heroes Remembered Concert on Sunday 11th
November at the Victoria Hall was a resounding
success.
The day of the concert held a huge significance
being exactly one hundred years after the Armistice
ending the First World War on the 11th November
1918.
The Victoria Hall was almost sold out, over one
thousand people came and enjoyed a special night.
We thank our friends from Audley Brass and the
North Staffs University Hospital Choir for making the
show go with a swing. The Musical Directors, Sue
Hallam and Sue Pantin made it all seem easy on the
night, but this polish hides the hard work they put in
to get us all to that level.
Thanks also to Derek Poulson for the perfect tone he
set as Compere and the reading of poems which were
well chosen for this event. It almost goes without
saying the Accompanists, Aiden Goldstraw and Ian
Riddle were great as was our Assistant Conductor
Samuel Winter who ably conducted some of our
choir’s items and also managed the staging for the
event and choreographed the march of the Navy, Army
and Air Cadets which further enhanced the sense of
occasion.
I have taken the liberty to copy the following taken
from the Musical Director’s (Sue Hallam) Report from
the Concert Programme “The behind the scenes star
has to be Dave Eardley-with the support of Kath
Eardley and Brian and Doreen Johnson who handled
brilliantly the distribution and sale of the tickets and
on the day facilitated the feeding of the Band and
Cadets”.
Following the two huge events of the year, the Royal
Albert Hall London and the Victoria Hall Hanley in
terms of concerts we are having a relatively quiet start
to 2019, with our first outing as guests of the National
Association of Choirs at their Concert on Saturday the
6th April in the Victoria Hall, Hanley, where we will be
joined by other local choirs and music groups.
So without any immediate concerts, this could be a
good time for you male singers to come and try us out
and hopefully join us and get up to speed for our
concerts later this year.
Remember that you can easily find out what, where
and when we are performing on our website. Just type
in Audley Male Voice Choir into your favourite search
engine and you will quickly find us.
Social events are always fun and on the 20th of
December our Social Get together in the Kidsgrove
Masonic Hall was no exception.
As a choir we have several “characters” who
provided great entertainment, and I pick out our
chairman Ken Williamson for getting us in the party
mood.
We are also looking forward to the Annual Choir
Dinner on the 2nd of March at the Manor House Hotel
in Alsager, these are always enjoyable occasions.
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One of my favourite singers is the Canadian Joni
Mitchell who in her song Both Sides Now said
“Somethings lost and Somethings gained in living
every day”.
Well it is our turn to
lose somebody special.
Ian Riddle our
accompanist of thirty
years standing has
been made an offer
from the prestigious
Keele Bach Choir and
he has accepted the
challenge.
It is impossible to
estimate the great long
term value Ian has
brought to the choir
with his musical ability
and not least, his sense
of humour. This
acknowledgement is
my way of expressing
on behalf of all of the choristers and people associated
with the choir our sincere thanks and best wishes for
the future.

To complete this report I have included a photo of
Second Tenor Graham Tagg who won the ‘Best
Garden’ competition in Newcastle under Lyme last
year. Well done Graham & Wife Vera!
Davie.
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Audley Christmas Market 2018

The last Saturday in November is always a busy day in
Audley, it’s the date set for our Audley Christmas
Market, a kick start to Christmas shopping and a
tradition that has been ongoing for many years, the
size of which is dependent on several factors, the
weather being the main one,
Although we always say to would-be outside traders
that space is not a problem, there have been several
years that the weather has determined the size of
outdoor activities, stalls and the like, all completely
outside our control and this year was no exception.
On a good year we can even persuade a small fair to
join us and although asked every year their response to
our invitation is always qualified by ‘let’s see what the
weather is like’
Sadly we must accept the limitations of our site and
continue to encourage traders willing to stand outside
in the November cold.
So it’s thanks yet again to Audley Ladies Choir who
braved the cold to entertain our shoppers with their
Christmas carols. A tradition always sure to lift the
Audley Christmas spirit.
As for indoors.
Looking around just before doors opened to shoppers,
our hall was a mass of colour and jammed to the roof
with stalls of Christmas goodies. I was reminded as I
glanced at the ADCC tables of Prize every time
teddies, 50p a go, children’s lucky dip, 50p a go, adult
lucky dip £1 a bag. Not forgetting our own Attic
Charity Shop whose display was overflowing into the
hall and that every item sold or won had been donated
by local residents. Their generosity enabled us to offer
Audley shoppers such bargains. A big thank you to
everyone for their continued support, you constantly
amaze us all.

Our Santa Grotto which because of lack of indoor
space, we sited it, tucked away in the youth club
summer house at the rear of our building and on the
back car park. This is where our volunteers led by Sue
Harrison always go to great lengths to ensure that the
children of Audley have an enjoyable Santa experience
and well worth a visit, but is often overlooked despite
our many signs.
Unfortunately we can do no more than guide visitors
and hope that next year larger signs will show the way.
This year’s visitors will confirm that it was on a par
with any other local commercial Santa experience.
The images above show on the left how busy the
Community Centre was on the day and to the right
Emmie Jade convincing Santa what a good girl she had
been, lets hope her wishes came true.
As usual trading was from 12noon till 5pm with a
constant throng of shoppers, a very successful and
enjoyable day with all monies raised used for the
upkeep and improvement of our Community Centre
and for our continued support of other voluntary
groups.
For ADCC 2019 will be an exciting time where the
benefits of our fundraising activities will finance the
total refurbishment of the entrance/reception area and
kitchen wall end of the hall to match the Attic décor.
This is expected to take some time as our builders will
have to work around the commitment of the hall use.
Hopefully this will not be too disruptive and we thank
all of our users for their patience during the
refurbishment period.
For this reason, our next major fundraising activity,
our ever popular Fashion Show has this year been set
for MAY 10th when we hope that we will be in a
position to show off the rewards of everyone’s efforts.
Dot Bourne ADCC
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AUDLEY HEALTH CENTRE

AUDLEY
PATIENT PANEL.
Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice
The New Year bringing
New Opportunities
New On-Line Health Advice Service
The practice is excited to be able to offer a new service to give on-line health advice to our practice population.
This service, known as on-line triage, allows patients to access a range of health advice information-both written
and in the form of video’s-24 hours a day.
These self-care resources focus on the most popular medicines, conditions and self-help exercises in bite sized
two-minute chunks.
Within the resource are nearly 50 forms which allow registered patients to submit health queries.
This can be accessed via the practice website or through the EMIS patient access or directly via https://www.
onlinetriage.co.uk/org/audley-health-centre
The system includes a ‘red flag’ system for critical symptoms and will alert you if more urgent care is needed.
The information sent to the practice is managed in the same confidential way as any other consultation and
allows a health professional to deal with your query in the most efficient way possible.
There are a wide range of resources included from simple health conditions to holiday vaccinations to fit note
requests.
Please have a look and tell us what you think-we value your feedback, so we can make these new resources as
user friendly and useful as possible.

Tips for preventing falls in the home

Mop up spillages straight away so there is no risk of slipping.
Take particular care when getting up in the night to go to the bathroom.
You may need to do this more urgently and frequently as you grow older.
If you are at risk of tripping in the dark, have a night light or a lamp with a switch
nearby.
Remove trip-hazards like clutter, trailing wires and frayed carpets.
Use non-slip mats and rugs, or put a carpet grip underneath.
Use a grip mat in the bath and shower, and have grab rails for getting in and out
Use high wattage light bulbs

Looking out for your Neighbour this Winter.

It doesn’t take much time to be a good neighbour just to check someone is safe, warm
and well.
Knock on the door and ask if they are ok, are they warm and well?
Have they got essential supplies like bread and milk, tea, coffee?
Or pick up the phone, call them and ask if they are ok, do they need any shopping
doing.
Just a few items collected when you go to the shops yourself.
Spend a few minutes having a chat.

If you would like to know more about the Audley Patient Panel or if you would
like to join us please contact us by emailing your details to
audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or ring 07765177239 for further information.
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AUDLEY PARISH ANGLING CLUB
Tench Introduced to Cloggers Pool
Over 100 green tench (scientific name: Tinca tinca)
have been introduced to Cloggers Pool to help
maintain the condition of the water and keep the weed
growth under control.
The tench is a fresh and brackish-water fish of the
cyprinid family found throughout Eurasia from
Western Europe including the British Isles. Also
known as the ‘doctor fish’ as it is thought that other
fish species rub up against the species to cure scale
infections. Green tench are slow growing, particularly
in the early years, which is why they are quite
expensive. Once they get to about half a pound, they
grow quite nicely but up until that size they are
frustrating slow. A 6-8 inch tench weighing 3-4
ounces is the same age as a three-pound carp.
Predominantly a summer species and a hard fighting
tough fish, tench can provide excellent sport either in
matches or for pleasure fishing. They offer a nice
alternative to carp. The British record weight for the
species is a touch over 15lbs.3ozs.caught back in 2001
in Middlesex by Darren Ward so the ones introduced
into Cloggers Pool have some years to go before
catching up!
Minnie Pit Centenary Commemoration

Councillor Sue Moffatt presented Brian Billings APAC Chair – with a plaque in recognition of the
contribution made by the club in making the
centenary events a fitting and moving tribute to all the
lives lost in the disaster.
I know it is a bit early but, to give everyone plenty of
time to prepare, the date for the next Minnie Pit
Memorial junior match is Saturday 24th August 2019
– this will commemorate the recovery of the last
victim of the disaster on August 19th, 1918.
The Junior match is open to all under 16s, they do
not have to be members, it is free to enter, all tackle &
bait will be supplied by APAC but – the only thing
entrants need is something to sit on! Existing junior
club members who register will be given preference
over non-members, the remaining pegs are on a first
come first served basis. First prize is £50.00, second is
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£25.00 and third is
£10.00.
The trophy recently
donated by Ken Tarrant
will be awarded to the
angler catching the
largest fish.
For all who wish to enter
please e-mail your details
to brianbillings@
btinternet.com
Just to remind everyone
the current annual
membership up to 1st
April this year is available
at a 50% discount i.e
£12.50 full members, £7.50 concessions(over 65s and
disabled) and £2.50 for juniors (under 16s). Most
juniors will be sponsored by existing club members,
making it free!!
Both waters are continuing to give good sport with
reports of big pike being caught regularly at Bates
Wood. Cloggers Pool recently had over 100 small
tench introduced and these are beginning to show
even though the water is cold.
Newcastle Borough Council Planting Scheme Award.
For the third year running the club has been awarded
bulbs and seeds. The bulbs have been planted along
the edges of the footpath leading to Bates Wood lake.
The seeds will be sown later in the year when the soil
has warmed to give them a better chance of
germinating.
Brian Billings Chairman.
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Ravensmead Primary
At Ravensmead
Primary School we currently offer 15hrs flexible
School
Nursery provision through the week; which can be full or half
days.
Full day session is 9am – 3pm

If you would like your
child to attend our
Nursery, please come in
and pick up an enrolment
form. We can also arrange
a convenient time for you
to look around the
setting.
Enrolment forms need to
be handed into school by
May 3rd, 2019.

Please come for a visit to our Nursery.
Contact
Tel: 01782 987130
Website: http://
ravensmead.staffs.sch.uk/

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

FEATURES

31

•
Lenten Cross Services each Sunday from 10th
March at 10.00am

Please visit us
on our web site
for full details
of all our
services and
events, www.
halmerendmethodists.
org.uk
Our Minister.
If you need to contact the
minister, please call 01782
720267 for the Rev’d Joy Ventom.
Christmas Shoeboxes
A big ‘Thank you’ to everyone who helped and
contributed to the 266 Shoeboxes sent from our
Church to Samaritan’s Purse for children in Belarus.
Forthcoming Special Services
You will be welcome at our Sunday Morning Worship
at 10.00am each Sunday and at the following special
services:
•
Ash Wednesday Evening Service, 6th March, at
7.00pm at Audley Methodist Church

•
Mothering Sunday Service at 10.00am on
Sunday 31st March
•
Good Friday Evening Service at 7.00 pm on
19th April
•

Easter Sunday Service at 10.00am on 21st April

•
North Staffs Circuit Prayer and Praise at
7.30pm on Tuesday 21st May
•
Pentecost Sunday 9th June Open Air Service at
3.00pm
Forthcoming Events
•
Plant Sale with other stalls and refreshments on
Saturday 11th May from 12.00noon until 2.00pm
•
Other events will be detailed on our church
web site
Weekly Groups
•
Regular groups for children, young people and
the Over 60s take place each week and details of these
are on our Church Web site.

CARPETS AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
GOODMAN CARPETS & FLOORING MILL CLEARANCE CARPETS
Established 30 years

Quality Carpets
At Affordable
Prices

80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpets £7.50 p.s.y
100mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
PRESENT THIS ADVERT TO RECEIVE £10 OFF
ORDERS OVER £100
Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
MON, TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10.30

- 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. OPEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2
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My memories as a Boy
by Jack Cross

One of my
delightful
experiences as a boy
was when my
mother took our
Alb and I, perhaps
our Edna was too
young to go, to see
King George and
Queen Mary open
Hartshill Royal
Infirmary in
Staffordshire.
It was a terrifically
warm day, around
1925/26.
We had oranges
to suck on and
strangely enough I
haven’t tasted oranges as good since. I expect it was
because my mother had bought them.
We stood watching opposite North Staffordshire
Royal Infirmary, not far from their admission
department. We could see right down to the Hartshill
Church. There was a soldier’s sentry point and King
George and Queen Mary passed down the road in an
open horse-drawn carriage.
Alb and I couldn’t have been a great age because one
or both of us had a coloured celluloid windmill to try
out on the bus coming back home. We probably went
by Pooles bus or it could have been Sammy Dean’s
Bluebird, that was the greatest bus of all time.
Talking about North Staffordshire Infirmary, my
personal association with this hospital was when I
dislocated my elbow when fooling around in the sand
hole in Wareham’s field or ‘Piccadilly’ as it could be
referred to.
I was asked by the anaesthetist, “How long was a
cricket pitch?” Just before the chloroform or ether
took effect. I think his name was Mr or Dr Allerdyce
or there could have been a Dr Young. There was also a
nurse, Sister Law who was the physiotherapist who
eventually became a doctor.
My mother used to say to me, “Nip to your aunt
Annie’s,” (for years I thought her name was Tanny). I
would go down the back road, dash up the entry and
beat Toby the dog from next door before he could bite
lumps out of me, only to jump on the loose watery
bricks and end up with mud splodges up the back of
my legs. Having done the run many times to aunt
Annie’s, I was served in the shop that sold everything
from clothes, sweets, greengroceries and bikes – the
lot.
My father had made the shop’s counter, shelves and
the display part which gleamed with goodies,
especially at Christmas-time. I didn’t feel too badly
about shopping after hours. In my aunt Annie’s
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kitchen was where all the activity was. I remember a
funny substance going up and down in a jar only to
find out it was bees wine (mead) fermenting.
Aunt Annie’s husband, uncle Dick Freeman, drank
bees wine. He suffered from cancer of the digestive
tract. Even though we were children, we all attended
uncle Dick Freeman’s funeral. He had been a member
of ‘The Ancient Order of Shepherds’. Two of his fellow
members stood over the coffin with crossed Shepherd’s
Crooks in his honour.
One of the fellows unfortunately had an acute squint
and looked far more sympathetic and compassionate
than the other. I didn’t succumb to telling my family
of this funny scene until later on.
My Mother’s Family.
My great grandfather was called John Groom and he
originated from Tilstock, near Whitchurch,
Shropshire.
He was born about 1827 and came to work as a coal
miner in the Audley area. John married Ann Walker
in 1852; she came from Basford, near Wybunbury,
Cheshire.
They had ten children – Charlotte Walker, George,
Thomas, John (my grandfather), Frank, Edwin,
Margaret, Fred, Elizabeth and Arthur. Edwin died at
12 years of age.
I can remember uncle Fred who lived at Rye Hills,
Miles Green. Auntie Lizzie married a man called
Carter and lived at the bottom of Miles Green.
They had three sons, Frank, Percy and Fred and had
four daughters, Lily, Alice, Ada and Annie.
Incidentally, Alice was my friend’s mother, (Bernard
Walker) and they lived next door to us. Uncle Arthur
went to live in Australia and was an insurance
salesman but died in a bicycle accident there.
A story I would like to mention is of my great
grandmother on my mother’s side of the family, she
was called Granny Mace and she had remarried later
in life. Her second husband, William Mace bred
young pheasants in the Craddocks Moss area and he
was a gardener at the Apedale Hall which overlooked
our houses in Miles Green. During his time there, a
gamekeeper who was in the confines of Apedale Hall
estate was shot dead and the person responsible
stupidly confessed to the crime in a pub. The
inebriated man apparently indicated with his retracted
index finger saying, “This is the finger that pulled the
trigger”.
Incidentally, William Mace died of septicaemia
when a rose thorn imbedded in his finger and the
wound became infected.
My grandfather John Groom was born in Audley in
1857 and my grandmother Mary Groom (nee Clarke)
was born in Audley in 1858.
Most of my mother’s side of the family, were born in
‘the Craft’ (as pronounced in a Staffordshire dialect,
meaning ‘the Croft’), later named Victoria Place, Miles
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Green, near Bignall End and
was christened by the witty set
- ‘Victoria Palace’.
There was my grandfather
and grandmother Groom and
their twelve children who were
George Clarke, Edith, Ann
(my mother), Ernest, Albert,
Fred, John (Jack), Hannah
(who died in infancy), William
(Will), Martha (Pat), Frank,
Mary (Poll), and Lucy.
When the coal pits began to
close around the Audley area
the family moved to Campbell
Terrace, Birches Head, Hanley
so my grandfather could work
at the Deep pit in Hanley,
Staffordshire.
I’ve recently found out that
my great grandfather Groom
also worked here for a time.
My grandfather was one of the founder members of
Miles Green Primitive Methodist Chapel.
He was also a superintendent at the Northwood
Methodist Chapel and apparently a stickler for good
time-keeping and would inspect his children’s hands,
hair, clothes and shoes before setting out to walk to the
chapel.
Uncle Albert and Auntie Cissie’s Wedding c.1904
photograph was taken outside Campbell Terrace,
Birches Head, Hanley, pictured top right.
My grandfather, John Groom is in the centre of the
photo, seated between the Bride and Groom. On the
right of the bride, auntie Cissie, are uncle George
Clarke and his wife, Florrie. To the left of the Groom,
uncle Albert, is my auntie Pat. On left side is uncle
Jack leaning towards uncle Ernest and granny Mace.

with the preparation of meals for them as well as their
‘snapping’!
Auntie Pat with her
daughter, Phyllis.

We will continue with
stories from the life of Jack
My grandmother came from Audley and she was good
Cross in future issues of
at dressmaking. She died at the age of 46 years on 5th
the magazine, we do so hope that you enjoy them.
December 1904.
My grandfather died later aged 64 in 1922 and they
were buried in Audley churchyard.
Audley & District Probus Club
My uncle Jack and Albert Beaumont (son of my
I guess that when you come to read this issue of the
uncle Ernest) who had died aged 7 months old is
Audley Community News that we are beginning to
buried with them.
look forward to the better weather and days ahead.
I remember my grandfather Groom and most
Our Club is also looking forward to the different
prominent in my mind was his funeral. I can see the
hearse coming back over our hills in Miles Green and I Speakers and Subjects on offer during 2019; and also
the trips that will be planned.
shouted to everyone, “Here they come, play up
Podmore Hall,” (a ditty) - I would have been 7 years
May I remind you that if you feel that you would like
old.
to know more about us, please contact our Secretary,
When my grandmother Groom died my Auntie Pat
John McCombie on
had to leave school at the age of 12 years old to take
01270 581769/07796282787 or email
care of her father and brothers (who were all miners)
john.mccombie@btinternet.com
as well as her younger siblings as she was the oldest girl
Alternatively, feel free to contact me on 01782 721894
in the family.
/07952887474
Imagine all the work involved dealing with the
Don Caton
different shift work hours they worked down the mines
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manufactured by PM training it is a wonderful
structure in a khaki powder coating finish.

The Company is a private Community Interest
Company.
It is not established or conducted for private gain.
Any surplus income or assets are used principally for
the benefit of the community.

We also have an excellent relationship with KMF,
creating a remembrance effigy of a miner pushing a pit
tub which was installed at the 100th Year anniversary
of the Minnie Pit Disaster in January 2017, a fitting
tribute acknowledging North Staffordshire’s greatest
mining loss of life.

The objects of the company are to carry on activities
which benefit the community.

The remaining ladies toilet is now under refurb, new
tiling, wash basins and lighting to be installed.

As requested by Companies House we have to produce
a yearly report to support the work in progress by the
company to monitor its success throughout the year.

New paths created to assist and aid disabled and senior
citizens with the help of funding from Tesco “Bags For
All” and once again support from County Councillor
Anne Beech, to whom we are eternally grateful.

This detail accompanies CIC 34 to support its financial
status for 2018.
All accounts are now complete, audited and presented
to Companies House.
When Companies House have approved the document
it will be released for accessibility.
The Company is run solely by volunteers, we have
approximately 6 regular maintenance volunteers and 6
volunteers to support Minnie’s Tea Rooms and
ongoing fund raising.
As the name suggests it’s the hub of the community.
The CIC is also known as Halmer End Miners Welfare
Institute, aka the Stute.
Primarily it is used to raise funding to support the
upkeep and development by the creation of user
groups of which there is now 16, an increase of 50 %
from 2017/18.
Encapsulated in the user group arena is an additional
successful football team (Halmer End FC) as well as
several successful outdoor crown green bowling teams,
hopefully increasing again this year.
A successful Tea Room (Minnie’s) has been a great
success since a change of management in the summer,
opening only on a Wednesday and a Sunday morning
to support the football, more plans to extend opening
times very soon.
Refurbishment of the building is a continual project,
recently replacing guttering, repairing the buildings
flat roofs, all toilet windows are replaced, the
introduction of 8 CCTV cameras, addition of a
disabled toilet and baby changing facilities and a new
urinal .
The new Memorial garden was created in
remembrance of all 156 miners killed in the Minnie Pit
disaster, supported by Red Industries and a
anonymous donation of over £750.
To acknowledge the soldiers lost in both world wars a
silhouette of a soldier is to be added to the garden,

To improve the Bowling Green this autumn the whole
area was reworked by hollow tyning, top dressing and
re seeding the whole area. Improvement is already
obvious with new green shoots.
New fencing and security measures have been
introduced improving the general safety of the whole
perimeter.
Over 250 residents use the building now with more
and more people joining us, it has been an
exceptionally successful year.
Two Beer Festivals were held in 2018.
In January we had a bottle Festival supported by The
Brew Foundation to commemorate the Minnie Pit
disaster, as well as our annual event in June, both were
a resounding success with increased profits on 2017 by
32%.
This is testament to all our volunteers and supporters
to whom we are eternally grateful
The Company is entitled to exemption from audit
under section 477 of the companies Act 2006 for the
year ending 31st March 2018.
The company consists of 7 directors, a Chairman John
Harrison, Secretary Michael Lucas and a Treasurer
Mike Joynson.
Meetings are held the last Friday in the month
supported by an agenda with minutes published.
All the directors have appointed roles to support and
report on.
News of the company’s planning and future events are
published via social media as well as local magazines.
The Company is supported by the user groups to create
events, such as for Christmas, Easter, Halloween etc.
These user groups are the corner stones of the CIC for
fund raising. They are the actual stalwarts to support
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the building and its continued repairs etc.
The turnover increased by 59.7% from 2017 through
2018, which depicts the success of the CIC over last
year.
New developments in conjunction with local
companies will be launched in March, but as yet under
wraps. The continued success of this Company is
simply down to the dedication of the volunteers. The

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB REPORT
Since the last edition of Audley Community News the
club has continued to progress on and off the field.
Teams at all levels are fairing well in their respective
leagues and hopefully this will continue to be the case
throughout the season. On a club development front
the club was most grateful to receive a generous grant
from the CO-OP Community Fund from monies
raised by members of the CO-OP, for the purchase of a
new defibrillator and cabinet for the club and local
community.
The club are currently working with the local
Community 1st Responders in order to purchase and
install the unit at the club within the next couple of
months. Some additional club news was that on 15th
December a stand at the Townfields venue was
unveiled as the Wayne Smith stand in recognition of
1st Team Manager Wayne Smith’s contribution and
dedication to both the club and 1st team management
over the last 25 years. Players old and new were
present, along with Wayne’s family which was a great
tribute. Unfortunately the weather conditions that day
curtailed the match, which was abandoned after 15
minutes, but nevertheless this left more time to
celebrate this Milestone in the clubhouse afterwards.
Congratulations Wayne and thanks for your continued
commitment to the club.
Finally the club will be hosting its 18th Annual Beer
Festival at its clubhouse in Old Road from Monday
25th February through to Saturday 2nd March. Please
feel free to join us at this great community event which
helps the club raise much needed funds.
Regards Richard Platt Chairman
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unconditional loyalty of our clients and customers who
have shared with us through all kinds of diversity,
support from local business in and around the Parish
when fund raising for beer festivals etc, the people of
the Parish, and the local Parish Council. All these
elements and more are not taken for granted. We
appreciate everything you give to us for The CIC to
succeed.
J.M.Joynson

AUDLEY PARISH COUNCIL
DIARY OF MEETINGS 2019
Full Council Thursdays 7pm
(6.30pm Public Surgeries)

VENUES - Audley Pensioners Hall Church
Street Audley
Wood Lane Community Centre
Apedale Road, Wood Lane.
21 March 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
18 April 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
16 May 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
20 June 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
18 July 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
15 August 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
19 September 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
17 October 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
21 November 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
19 December 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
ALLOTMENTS ASSOCIATION MEETING
21 MARCH 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
18 APRIL 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
STATUTORY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE COUNCIL
16 MAY 2019 - Wood Lane Community Centre
PARISH AWARDS
17 OCTOBER 2019 - Audley Pensioners Hall
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It’s not all about the fundraising.

Heart screening has always been our main objective
since we lost Dan.
This year we have screened 500 young people and our
annual event at Sir Thomas Boughey High School in
September was fully booked within days of registration
opening, we ended up screening 208 young people.
The fact that the appointments were filled so quickly
goes to show that all the effort we put into raising
awareness of undiagnosed heart conditions is working,
the message is getting out there to local people and the
demand for screenings is growing.
We had 5 people referred for further tests/treatment
from that weekend, that’s 5 young people who were
unaware they had a problem with their heart. Just as
rewarding are the comments we get regarding peace of
mind from people who go through the process and are
given the all clear.
We have already booked and paid for these
screening weekends for the next 4 years.
This year we will be holding an additional screening
weekend in November thanks to the funds raised by
the cyclists who completed the Lands End to Bignall
End bike ride. For this weekend we will be specifically
targeting sporting clubs within the area; this won’t be
limited to our Cricket and Football teams, we will be
looking at any group where young people undertake
exercise etc. The reason we have decided to do this is
that young people who exercise appear to be at greater
risk, so targeting the clubs and organisations where
sporting activities take place seems like a good place to
catch them for screening. If it proves to be a success,
as we hope it will, then it is something we may look to
do in 2020 as well.
In November we attended the parliamentary
reception at the House of Commons in Westminster
and we were very pleased that our local MP Paul
Farrelly was able to join us, seen pictured below with
on his left Angela Butler and Sue my wife and myself at
our meeting. Getting MPs to pledge their support for
mandatory screening for all young people is what the
evening was all about so we would like to thank Paul

for attending. Also in November I successfully passed
my first year’s training to become a member of CRY’s
bereavement support team. This allows me to offer
counselling to other bereaved parents through referral

from CRY. Sudden Cardiac death still occurs on
average 12 times a week in the U.K, prevention is of
course the best cure and CRY’s research, awareness
and screening programmes are all aimed at reducing
that number but unfortunately young people are still
dying. CRY’s bereavement counsellors are there to
provide support to families who have suffered a loss
and I am now proud to be a part of that team.
In December we were honoured and surprised to be
invited to become official CRY representatives. We
will now be officially representing the charity at events
other than our own and attending meetings with other
CRY members. This is something which we will take
very seriously and work hard at both locally and in
other areas of the country.
Just to close out 2018 our last fundraising event of
the year was the 12 hour darts marathon which we
held at the Boughey Arms in Audley in October. We
would like to say thank you to Terry Selman and her
family along with the staff at the Boughey for their
help in staging the event for the second year.
We like people to know what we are doing with the
money you very generously donate, so as a recap of the
last year we screened 500 young people at a cost of
£25,000. We’ve held our biggest fund raising event to
date, the Lands End to Bignall End bike ride, which
raised just over £20,000.
We’ve been on the TV, interviewed on 7 radio
stations and had articles published in 8 newspapers/
magazines in various regions around the country as we
continue to promote CRY and raise awareness of
undiagnosed heart defects.
Dan’s memorial fund has grown by £67,000 last year
and now totals £188,000 with CRY and a further
£35,000 in pledges. Looking forward to 2019 we will
be screening 600 young people, the sessions are
booked and paid for at a cost of £30,000. We are
already planning our events for next year, the Football
tournament will be on Saturday 1st of June at Audley
FC and this year’s cricket tournament will be on
Sunday 15th of July at Bignall End CC; the memorial
garden which is located at Audley FC will be opening
in the spring just to mention a few.
From Kim, Sue, myself and all the people who gave
up their free time to help, thank you for the interest
you take in what we do and the support you give to us.
It’s very humbling and we take great comfort from it.
As I’ve said many times, we never take it for granted
and every penny we raise goes to CRY to pay for more
heart screenings.
Dave Hughes.
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ADVERTS

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Wasps
Rats
Mice

EvErything
you nEEd undEr
onE roof
G PLANTS
SEASONAL BEDDIN
S
BULBS AND SEED
AL
R L
S FO
GARDENING NEED

DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES
SAND | CEmENT | PLASTER
WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

GK MOTORSPORT

LOGS,
COAL &
STICKS
FOR SALE

• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

GARDEN TOOLS
BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS
hORSE & DOG FEED
63 cHurcH street, auDley. tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

LE
YS
ES

R

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

RI

TU
IX
M

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

ED
SE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

Potteries Building
Supplies

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS
SCREENED TOPSOIL BETTER
BARK CHIPPINGS
CHEAPER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS FASTER
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk

Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227

BLE
TES AVAILA
T
E
R
A
IG
C
IC
ELECTRON
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.

Brochures & Samples available

Need to send a fax or have something
laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

Printers Ltd Festival Park Festival Way ST1 5TH. 01782 202440

