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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

 Mondays Cask Ale 50p pint OFF         
Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’

       £2.30 per pint  5pm-8pm

Traditional Ciders Available

              Award Winning Pub
                        For 2018

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

We Now 
Invite You 

To Our New 
BEER 

GARDEN

ADVERTS

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING, 
HOLISTIC THERAPY,  

PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

Purity
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PRINTERS

FEATURES

My name is 
Helen 
Chatfield 
and I am the 
new 
President of 
the Rotary 
Club of 
Audley. 

You may 
be surprised 
about this as 
there is still a 
feeling that 
the Rotary is 
for business 
men only.  

Women have been in Rotary since 1989.

What is Rotary International is a question often asked 
of me.  Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million 
neighbours, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who 
see a world where people unite and take action to 
create lasting change across the globe, in our 
communities, and in ourselves.  You may have heard of 
our End Polio campaign and also seen us in the village 
with the Santa Run in December.  These are just two 
examples of the work we do.  All you need is 
enthusiasm.

How did I end up as President?
After retiring I felt lonely and needed to get out and 
meet people.  Working full time sometimes means you 
don’t have time for socialising.  I looked on the 
internet and found Rotary, I liked the fact that this was 
a way of helping my local village and other projects 
around the world.  I emailed and was invited to a club 
meeting.  What a friendly group I encountered on my 

first visit.  I learned then that they didn’t have any 
women members.  I felt so welcome I kept turning up 
to meetings and joined in September 2014.  Since then 
I have felt a real part of Rotary.  I got involved with tent 
collection at a music festival.  The tents are cleaned and 
used as aid anywhere in the world where shelter is 
needed.  
Because of my background in teaching I became 
involved with local schools to encourage taking part in 
the numerous Rotary competitions and also mentoring 
at a local high school. 

We meet weekly at the Boughey Arms and have a 
lovely meal followed by a speaker.  Rotarians are from 
all backgrounds and all have something to offer.  This 
could be from their work or their hobbies or just 
enthusiasm to make a change in our community and 
the wider world

Obviously, I would like to welcome more ladies to join 
me but the invitation is to anyone interested.
Would you like to join us one Wednesday to talk to us 
about Rotary and how you can be part of a major 
international community?

Here is my email address if you would like to know 
more or come and visit us.  I am also in the library on 
Saturday mornings if you would like a chat.

helen.chatfield@yahoo.co.uk

EDITOR
I once again welcome you all to a new 
issue of the Audley Community 
News.

WOW, where did all this sunshine 
come from, I’m sure it’s a blessing for 
the holiday makers but our gardens 
and farmers are having a struggle 
with their crops.

This issue of the magazine shows 
how supportive our community is 
when events are organised to raise 
funds for such needed causes.

A number of FUN DAY events are 
featured which have raised thousands 
of pounds and there have been other 
events we have not reported as 
information has not been provided 
for publication.

These events take so much 
organisation by local volunteers who 

are often forgotten.  We at the 
magazine applaud all those who 
took part and thank the organisers.

I once again remind everyone 
who wishes to submit articles for 
publication, to please get them in 
early, leaving them to the very last 
moment may end in 
disappointment.

A special thank you must go to 
Jean Stevenson who gives so much 
of her spare time to provide our 
village with lovely floral displays, 
she’s a gem.

We at the magazine are now 
celebrating 15 years of producing 
your local magazine.  Where on 
earth has all the time gone.  We 
hope to continue for the foreseeable 
future.

           Editor  Ernie Moulton

First Lady PresidentFor Rotary Club of Audley

the Rotary 

Audley. 

be surprised 

there is still a 

the Rotary is 
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We are often asked to publish old photographs of our village from the past, here is one I have 
recently been given.  I realise it is not of the best quality but I hope you enjoy it.

The photograph above shows on the left the old Audley Parish Council Offices and depot, taken from 
the church tower, looking like a farm possibly before the council took over the buildings.  Peak Pursuits 
now use the building and the Audley Community Centre was built behind.  It stands on the junction of 
Nantwich Road and Church Street Audley.

If you get on The Green by the Old Road entrance (just 
before the football club) and go straight ahead, you 
will take a path that has recently been renovated.

I don’t mean the path through the wood, by the 
stream, although that IS a pleasant path to take.  Walk 
where the trees have been cut down by Western Power. 
Cross the new bits of boardwalk and go right to the 
end where there are some new steps.

We have named this improved path “Tom’s Path”, 
remembering Tom Kent who was a valued and 
respected member of our group.

Friends and family donated money to The Trust in 
his memory and we say Thank You to them.

We also received money from the Co-op Local 
Community Fund and Staffordshire County Council, 
via Ann Beech, for the project.  Thank you to them, 
too.
There is always plenty of routine work to do on The 
Green as well as particular projects.
We would like to thank all the dog walkers who do all 
the right things!  Also, those people who help by 
picking up litter.
Audley Millennium Green Trust is at a crucial point. 
We need new people with ideas, skills and enthusiasm 
to carry on with the endeavours of the Committee and 
the Working Parties.

If you are interested or want to know more about The 
Green, please contact Tony Lancaster 720231 or 
Margaret Pointon 721960

NEWS FROM AUDLEY MILLENNIUM GREEN TRUST

FRONT COVER IMAGE.
We are once again most grateful to Tom Dunn of 
Alsagers Bank, for allowing us to use one of the 
brilliant images of a heron he has taken.  The heron 
had just finished his midday meal and the picture was 
taken at Cloggers Pool in Halmer End. 
How on earth he manages to take such quality 
photographs is way beyond me, mine are often blurred 
or out of focus.  Maybe a few more lessons please Tom.
                                     Many thanks Editor.
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It has been sometime since we reported on the success 
of our local Go-Karting Champion, Myles Barthorpe, 
who lives with his family in Bignall End.

Myles celebrated his 15th birthday in August and is 
a former student at the Sir Thomas Boughey Academy, 
he now studies engineering at UTC Academy of 
Engineering Crewe.

Since we last reported on Myles he has become 
Hooton Park Champion, Cheshire Champion, and 
Cheshire Oak Champion, which brought to an end his 
cadet racing career.

Myles has now moved up a class to the MINI MAX 
machine which is a much larger and a faster Go-Kart.  
He now drives a ROTAX 125cc machine.
When he moved to the larger machine he entered two 
Championships, the Northern Counties Federations 
and the Trent Valley Kart Club.

As Myles was new to the class it was expected to 
take up to around two years to gain the experience to 
compete, but as Myles is just a natural driver who 
learns so quickly, within weeks he and machine were 
as one.

His first season brought both the Northern Counties 
Championship for 2017 and he also went on to become 
the Trent Valley Kart Club Vice Champion.
All these achievements were completed with the same 
team, SPR Sam Pollitt Racing.

With all this success happening in one year, it had 
always been a dream of Myles to enter Super 1, this is 
for the British Championship.

Therefore in 2018 the decision was made to enter 
Myles into the British Championship.  This also 
brought on board a larger offer from one of the biggest 
teams within the UK, namely Coles.

The team entered the first round not really knowing or 
expecting anything, having never been in this position 
before as competition was high in this field.

Myles exceeded all expectations by setting pole and 
won the two final events on the day.

Myles has now raced 3 rounds of a 5 round 
championship and won all 3, this includes winning 5 
out of 6 finals.
He now leads the British Championship with just 2 
rounds to go, exceptional racing from our local lad.
His main rivals are Brodie Tryhorne, Marcus 
Littlewood and Max Edmunson.

Success also came to Myles this year when he won 
the Cheshire Oak Cup at Hooton Park and things are 
really starting to come together.  He has excellent 
sponsorships which include, Turning Heads, Tile 
Mounting, Entire Engineering and Autobright 
Direct who are all Stoke based businesses, giving 
support to a Potteries lad to become the best in the 
country, and he will.

Finally we need to mention the excellent team 
around him and also his parents for the fantastic 
support they all give to Myles.

Myles also attended the Dan Hughes Fun Day and 
cricket tournament at Audley Cricket Club to help 
raise funds for CRY (see photograph below) and to 
give an opportunity to speak to local people and show 
his trophies and the latest machine he now drives.

Myles spends most weekends practising at Hooton 
Park, he also teaches the younger drivers and helps 
them maintain their machines, one way of giving 
something back to the sport he loves.

His next event will be the Paul Fletcher International 
which is held at Grantham.

We at the magazine wish to send our congratulations 
to Myles and wish him all the success in the 
Championship.  Bring back the trophy to Audley and 
make us all proud.

MYLES ABOVE HIS RIVALSMYLES ABOVE HIS RIVALS

Myles spends most weekends practising at Hooton 
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AUDLEY PARISH COUNCIL 2018
Local Elections May 2018
Elections for the whole Parish Council (15 seats) took 
place on Thursday 3rd May 2018.

The following candidates were elected to the Parish 
Council for the next four years:

AUDLEY (4)
Miss Anna Borowski Baskeyfield (Ind)
Mrs Valerie Pearson (Lib Dem)
Miss Nicola Mayer (Ind)
Mrs Catherine Richardson

BIGNALL END WARD COUNCILLORS (6)
Mr Nick Hayes
Mr Deane Jervis
Mr David Butler (Lab)
Mr Ron Kinnersley (Ind)
Mr Mick Dolman (Lib Dem)
Mr Matthew Whitmore (Lab)

HALMER END WARD COUNCILLORS (5)
Mr Herbert Proctor (Ind)
Mr Mick Joynson (Ind)
Revd John Taylor (Ind)
Mr Chris C Cooper (Lab)
Mr Ron Garlick

Contact details and meeting information are in the 8 
parish notice boards and website … https://
audleyparishcouncil.org/

Update on the new Parish Play Equipment – Halmer 
End Harrison Close a plan can be seen on page 7.
The final scheme for Halmer End (Harrison Close) has 
now been evaluated, and the appointed contractor will 
be announced shortly.  

The attached plan shows the indicative layout which 
takes into consideration the consultation with the 
schools and immediate residents.  

Unfortunately, the start on site would have occurred 
at the beginning of the school holidays, putting the 
whole site out of action for the summer.  So, a decision 
has been taken to start after the school holidays.  

It is disappointing not to have it ready sooner, but 
we can promise you ….it will be worth the wait! 

Audley Parish Remembrance Parade - Sunday, 11 
November 2018 
A drummer is required to lead the remembrance 
parade – if you know anyone who would be willing to 
do this please contact the Parish Council – 
audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk or 07901 692414

Allotments – Ever wanted to grow your own veg?

Unusually, there is no current waiting list for a plot at 
Halmer End, and only a small waiting list for Audley 
(managed by Audley Allotment Association).  

If you are interested in taking on an allotment plot at 
Halmer End, please contact audleyparishcouncil@
hotmail.co.uk or 07901 692414.  If you are interested 
in joining Audley Allotments, please contact Michelle 
at 

audleyallotments@gmail.com  or Tel 07969920693
  
Audley Millennium Green – Needs your help
The Audley Millennium Green is public open space 
located at the heart of the village of Audley, behind the 
Audley Community Centre.  

It is an important asset for all to enjoy.  It is also 
home to the Parish’s only Scheduled Ancient 
Monument, Castle Hill motte, so it is vital that we all 
do what we can to look after it.  

The site is managed by a handful of committed 
Trustees and volunteers, however numbers are 
dwindling.  Without the help of volunteers, the site 
will become overgrown and will no longer be an asset 
to the Parish.  

It costs around £1500 a year just to keep the grass 
cut plus the trees and hedges have to be maintained.  
If you can spare a few hours a week or even a month, 
please contact Tony Lancaster on 01782 720231 or 
Margaret Pointon 01782 721960.  

You can also support the cause by purchasing a 
Lyme Lottery ticket on behalf of the Trust.   
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Accountancy

Bookkeeping

Management Accounts

VAT

Payroll

Business & Personal Tax

Inheritance & Capital Gains Tax

Company Secretarial

Financial Management

Construction Industry Scheme compliance

Research & Development enhanced tax claims

Advice & Support you can count on

T 01782 720 541   
E richard@rbkca.co.uk
M 07791 998 167
W www.rbkca.co.uk
Richard Kessel ACCA

Paying your accountant too much?

Registered with The Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants

If you’re asking yourself this question

then why are we different?

At RBK Accountants we share your honest hard working

values, which means we have a strong belief in value for

money. This ensures you are provided with a personable

and pro-active service throughout the year and not just

at year end.

We understand that no business is the same and provide
services such as:-

Contact us today for a free, relaxed and no obligation

meeting where we can discuss our wide variety of

services to meet your requirements.

Stuck for time during your working day be sure to

take advantage of our flexible meeting times in the

evening or weekends.

Registered certified advisors

for Cloud based accounting

software - Xero and

training/support. 

RBK 190x130 Ad_Layout 1  01/05/2018  15:42  Page 1
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AUDLEY CRICKET 
CLUB

A MEMORABLE 
EVENT

Dan Hughes Cricket Day 2018 
Raises £7,000 to fund Heart 
Screening for local young People.
On Sunday 15th July Audley Cricket Club had 
the honour of hosting the 3rd Dan Hughes 
Family Fun Day and Cricket Tournament with 
proceeds going to CRY – Cardiac Risk in the 
Young, which provides heart screening for 
young people and is the wonderful charity 
Dan’s family support in his memory.

ACC had a lot to live up to following 2 
successful years, firstly at Bignall End Cricket 
Club and last year at Wood Lane Cricket Club. 
However, after months of planning, and a 
tremendous amount of hard work by the small 
committee of dedicated family and friends, it all 
paid off.
The gorgeous weather held out, the cricket 
ground was transformed with various stalls, a 
children’s play area and an activity tent 
supervised by staff from Pear Tree Nursery, a 
huge choice of food and drink including breakfasts for 
the early risers, a Hog Roast, a BBQ, traditional cricket 
teas and a variety of curries kindly donated by Alessi of 
Audley.  Along with a very sophisticated Champagne 
and Gin bar, there was also a good selection of beers 
and lagers.  People arrived in their hundreds, the 
atmosphere was fantastic with everyone enjoying the 
cricket along with music from local band Pale Kicks 
and all presided over by the Hitmix Radio Road show, 
who did a tremendous job. 
Everyone at ACC is proud to have been a part of such a 
fabulous family day and we would like to thank all our 
friends and neighbours at Betley, Bignall End and 
Wood Lane Cricket Clubs and guest teams Homer’s 
Harriers, Coops’ Cavaliers and the two ladies’ teams, 
for the spirit in which the games were played.  We 
would also like to thank the umpires and scorer who 
worked all day to make sure that everything was in 
order from a cricket perspective.  They all contributed 
to an unforgettable day. 
The day was a credit to the whole local community 
who came together, had fun and raised over £7000 for 
a worthwhile charity which has already helped identify 
heart conditions in local young people.  Once again, a 
massive thank you to everyone involved and here’s to 
next year!    
Lou Holloway Audley Cricket Club.

I can only echo what Lou has written but I would like 
to add my thanks to one or two people as well.  Lou 
herself, Rich Porter, Jamie Jervis, John Shenton and  
Andrew Johnson who formed a sub committee at the 

Cricket club to look after the Charity Day.  Their desire 
to make the event a success coupled with their hard 
work and enthusiasm all went to make the day run 
very smoothly.  Dan’s Cricket Committee comprising 
Dave Cooper, Matt Holmes, Deane Jervis, Sue, Kim 
and myself held our first meeting with Audley CC back 
in November 2017 and we all agreed that it has been a 
pleasure to work with them.  Thanks also to Dave 
Titley, Phil Hemmings and everyone at the club for the 
effort that they put in on the day, we have nothing but 
praise for the way the event was hosted.

On a personal note I would like to thank Dave, Matt, 
Deane, Sue and Kim for the amount of work they put 
in over the last 8 months.  They all have busy lives but 
they give up their time each year to stage Dan’s cricket 
day, it is going from strength to strength and we are 
learning from year to year how to improve things so 
we’ll back next year when we return to Bignall End. 
There wouldn’t be much point in doing this if people 
didn’t turn up to support the day so thank you to 
everyone who came along, it was a remarkable turnout 
and we were genuinely humbled by your generosity 
and kindness.
Remember, all the money we raise locally – stays 
locally.  We use it to stage heart screening days at Sir 
Thomas Boughey School every September and the 
£7,000 raised at the cricket day means we can add 
another day onto Dan’s Screening programme.
The photograph at the top shows how busy the day was 
and below the eventual winners of the cricket 
competition, Audley who played all day in their 
Hawaiian shirts.                                        Dave Hughes

FEATURES



AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK 9

Eric’s Walks
Firstly, apologies for my mistake in 
my last article.  Rawhead is not the 
highest in Cheshire, but the highest 
point on the Sandstone Trail.  

So with that in mind, this edition’s 
walk is about the highest point in 
Staffordshire.

Cheeks Hill, on the Staffordshire – 
Derbyshire boundary is the highest 
point in Staffordshire at 520 metres.  
So on a sunny, but breezy day in May, 
4 members of the Bignall End 
Wanderers walking group set off 
from Derbyshire Bridge in the Goyt 
Valley for an 8 mile walk across moorland to a well-
known beauty spot, Three Shire Heads.

From the car park the way is towards Buxton along the 
old road, turning right at the top of the hill towards 
the A54.  Crossing the road leads onto Axe Edge, wild 
and desolate moorland.  This leads us to Dane Head, 
source of the River Dane, you wouldn’t think that such 
an unimposing trickle would become quite a big river.  

We now follow the Dane Valley Way southwards to 
the road by Orchard Farm, keeping right onto its end 
and then south west to Three Shire Heads and 
Panniers Pool.  The name gives us some idea of a 
previous use, a packhorse route.  I have a photo taken 
by my late-father-in law, of the pack horse bridge, very 

So with that in mind, this edition’s 

point in Staffordshire at 520 metres.  
So on a sunny, but breezy day in May, 

little has changed.  
Three Shire Heads is on the boundary of 

Staffordshire, Derbyshire and Cheshire and is a well 
visited beauty spot, ideal for picnics.

Our way is now north towards the Reeve-edge 
Quarries with its majestic chimney.  

Up to and cross the A54 onto Danebower Hollow 
and the track to the Cat and Fiddle, sadly now closed.  

Finally, a short walk along the A537, and left down 
the road back to the car.  This is a delightful walk, 
which the Bignall End Wanderers will do again.

You can find both Eric’s Walks and Bignall End 
Wanderers on Facebook, and you are welcome to join 
us.

Football-wise it has been a busy Summer at the club. 
We have hosted 3 football events, all of which were 
tremendously successful.

The first tournament was the Dan Hughes at the 
start of June with 16 teams in attendance and was 
eventually won on penalties by Audley FC Under 18s, 
which was great to see, given the high quality of the 
teams on show.

Once again we thank Dave, Sue and family for 
continuing to host the event at the club, which is 
always well attended and an enjoyable day, this 
coupled with the fact that it continues to raise funds 
for CRY, makes it  a must in the community’s calendar.

Our second tournament was the Roy Gilbert which 
unfortunately clashed with England’s game versus 
Sweden in the World Cup Quarter Final, which 
resulted in a few teams withdrawing at the eleventh 
hour.

Nevertheless the day was a great community event 
with the veterans running out the winners and then a 
large contingent staying to watch the match at the 
club, which created a great atmosphere and with 
England winning the day was complete.

Our third and final event was the mini soccer 
tournament held on 14th July. Twenty Four teams 

from as far a field as Manchester were in attendance 
and with the weather set fair several hundred came to 
support their respective teams.

Once again this was a fantastic day for all who 
attended and the club alike.  It goes without saying that 
these events help the club financially, but more than 
that they are great days for all who attend.

I therefore would personally like to thank the 
volunteers and people behind the events who make 
them happen, as without this level of commitment 
both the club and the community, in which it is 
situated, would be all the worse for not having the 
opportunity to be involved in such events.

Regards
Richard Platt Chairman

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2018

FEATURES
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Audley Parish Angling Club
In association with

Minnie Pit Centenary
Commemoration Group

On Saturday 2nd June 2018 a Junior fishing 
competition took place at Cloggers Pool, this was 
held as part of the Minnie Pit disaster 
commemorations.  The weather could have been 
kinder but those who did participate had a 
tremendous three hour session with a total of 464 fish 
being caught!

Solomon Martin of Bignall End won the match with 
a total of 98 fish, a remarkable achievement for a 7 year 
old angler.  He took away the first prize of £50 and was 
awarded the Audley Rotary Club Junior Shield which 
he will hold for the next year.

Second prize of £25 went to Rose Kelsall Adams 
with 87 fish and a third prize of £10 went to Panagiotis 
Spak with 77 fish.

George Huddleston won a rod and reel for landing 
the biggest fish, a pound and a half crucian carp.

Councillor Sue Moffat, who is the Chair for the 
Minnie Pit Memorial Group, joined in the fun and, 
fishing for the first time landed her first ever fish.  Sue 
enjoyed it so much that she has suggested holding a 
similar event in September.

Special thanks must go to the Rotary Club of Audley 
who donated £100 towards the cost of staging the 

event.
Whilst about thanking people for their support, the 

club has recently received a large amount of fishing 
tackle from Debbie Bailey of Bignall End which 
belonged to her late husband Tony.  Tony was a keen 
angler and this tackle will be used, in part, to kit out 
newcomers to the sport.  

Some of the tackle, mainly the sea fishing gear, will 
be sold and the monies raised will go towards 
purchasing a suitable trophy to be awarded at future 
events.

Regular readers may recall that the club received a 
lot of other fishing tackle donated by Chris 
Thomkinson from Miles Green which belonged to his 
late father Dennis.

The club’s committee agreed that it would be 
appropriate to name the trophy after those two 
benefactors and it will be called the Thomkinson 
Bailey Trophy.

Audley Parish Angling Club

tremendous three hour session with a total of 464 fish event.

FEATURES
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email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk   www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk 
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Your Will in the privacy and comfort 
of your own home. 

Our professional friendly consultant 
will visit you at your convenience.

Have You 
Made YOUR 
Will Yet?

Wills & Trusts  Probate Services  Executor Services
Trustee Services  Deeds of Variation 

Lasting Powers of Attorney

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

Please Contact 

Sue Osborne

07971 496 825 
sosborne@jwals.co.uk

 “Look after your feet, you only get one pair”

The title of this piece is a quote from my mother, and 
one that I have carried with me all my life.  Never has 
the importance of healthy feet been so apparent to me 
though, as since I started working as a Foot Health 
Practitioner.  Examining a patient’s feet can give an 
accurate picture of that person’s general health and in 
some cases may offer the first indication that 
something is not as it should be.  This is because feet 
are ‘the end of the line’ for bodily systems such as 
circulation and nerves, and will therefore be the first to 
suffer if such systems start to break down.  In 
conditions such as diabetes it is vitally important that 
feet are looked after properly as the illness can cause a 
reduction in sensation in the feet, so that sores or 
small wounds may occur without the patient realising.  
If the affected area is not treated, it is very likely to 
ulcerate which can result in unpleasant wounds that 
will not heal.
As we grow older, our feet may start to complain about 
years of mistreatment; all that time spent walking 
around in poorly fitting shoes, all those hours standing 
up at work.  For most of us our feet are very much the 
poor relations of the body, receiving far less attention 
than other areas, until that is they start to complain!  
In addition, as we age it may be that we start to find it 
difficult to trim our toe nails as they are inconveniently 
situated at the furthest reaches of the body.  It is easy 
to see why the feet can end up feeling very neglected.  
But neglected feet can impact badly on our general 
health as they can be the cause of reduced mobility 
and instability.  It is also pretty miserable having 
constant discomfort from overgrown or thickened 
toenails or corns and calluses.
So, be kind to your feet! 
•	 Wash	and	thoroughly	dry	your	feet	regularly
•	 Moisturise	feet	every	day	to	keep	the	skin
             supple
•	 Keep	toenails	trimmed	without	any	sharp
             corners

             PEGI WILDE FOOT HEALTH 
              DipCFHP, MPSPract         

                
                 Foot Care with a gentler touch!

   
   (A Complete Foot Care Service)
  Callus and hard skin removed
  Corns treated
  Routine nail trimming
  Thickened nails reduced
  Ingrown nails treated
  Diabetic foot health and advice

Treatments in the comfort of your own home. 
Evening and Saturday appointments available by arrangement.

Gentlest treatment methods used.
All equipment fully sterilised.

Phone 07715 128962   pegi.wilde@hotmail.co.uk

•	 Wear	well-fitting	footwear	with	‘wriggle-room’
             for the toes
•	 If	you	are	diabetic	inspect	your	feet	daily	(or
             have someone do it for you) and have any sore 
spots attended to.
If you have problems managing your own foot care, 
contact a local Foot Health Practitioner.

Making New Friends
Would you like to make new friends and meet more 
people?  If you do why not come along to the 
Pensioners’ Hall in Church St, Audley.

We hold numerous social events including the 
following, Bingo on Monday afternoons, Keep Fit 
Tuesday evening, Whist on Wednesday evening and 
coffee morning on Thursdays.  So why not drop in 
after shopping at the chemist or on a visit to the 
doctors or shopping in the village.  We would love to 
see you.

The Audley Womens Institute (W.I.) hold an open 
evening on the 4th Thursday of the month.  On Friday 
evenings we hold a Martial Arts class for children of 
the community. 

We also organise 3 coach trips each year and seats 
are available, please book early.

 The hall is also available to hire for parties and 
events.

Everyone is welcome regardless of age.  
If you would like more information please contact 

Joan on 01782 723609 or Pat on 01782 721063.

FEATURES
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Maurice Nield Tribute

We sadly 
announce the 
death of 
Maurice 
Nield  the 
(Founder of 
the Maurice 
Nield 
Transport 
and Audley 
Builders 
Merchants 
Company 
Ltd) who 
passed away 
peacefully on 

the 19th of March 2018 surrounded by his loving 
family. 

Maurice was born in Wolstanton on the 22nd of March 
1932, he was the youngest and last surviving member 
of six brothers and two sisters.  The Nield family 
moved to Miles Green in 1933.

Aged five Maurice attended the Alsagers Bank 
Junior School, the Headmaster at that time was Mr 
Mosley, who was a true gentleman.  

At the age of 11, Maurice went on to attend the 
Halmer End Secondary Modern School, leaving aged 
14 .
On leaving school in 1947 Maurice started work at 
Pimble Electricians in London Road, Newcastle.  It is 
recalled that whilst he was working there, there was a 
really bad winter with all the roads blocked by snow 
and at this time his father was ill in hospital and 
during the night there was a call for the family to 
attend.  Unfortunately no one could get through to the 
hospital as the roads were blocked.  Sadly his father 
died at the age of 54, Maurice was aged just 15.  
His mother lived many more years, although she was 
in very poor health.

Maurice left Pimbles and went on to work at the Co-op 
in Knutton, working behind the counter but soon 
moved on to do his national Service with the RAF in 
Lincolnshire, finally leaving the RAF in 1952. 
On returning home Maurice then went to work for 
Hunters Pies selling cooked meats and pies, where he 
became their country’s top salesman.  
At the age of 24 he married Mary and they were 
blessed with a son Stephen and a daughter Sandra.

When his father passed away, Maurice’s mother 
inherited a truck with a B licence which meant that it 
could only travel in a 30 mile radius from base.  All his 
older siblings were offered the opportunity to purchase 
the vehicle and the licence for £100, but they declined.

His brother-in-law Oliver Timmis joined him with 
an investment of £50 each.  The company was named 
Nield and Timmis.

Maurice then gained work on the opencast as a 

subcontractor.  When that closed he found work at 
Birchenwood Brick and Tile Company.  

The carriage of bricks was not permitted under the B 
licence so he worked unlawfully for some time.  He 
applied for bricks to be included in the licence and he 
had to attend a tribunal in Hanley where many other 
hauliers objected.  When the tribunal broke for lunch 
he was surprised to see the objectors and the licensing 
authorities eating together.  They had been caught out 
and his licence was granted.  

He then purchased a second vehicle and obtained 
work for it from Goldenhill Iron and Steel.

In 1969 he started Audley Builders Merchants which 
his son Stephen now runs.

After retiring from his transport business in 1999, 
he enjoyed delivering building materials until he was 
in his late sixties.  

Throughout his working life Maurice always 
employed local people as drivers, office and garage 
staff.  They were mainly from Audley, Bignall End, 
Halmer End and Wood Lane.

In the 1980s he made an enormous investment to buy 
600 vehicles from British Coal and took over the 
operation of three further depots until the pits were all 
closed.

His hobbies included playing snooker in the local 
leagues.  He won many trophies and also played 
exhibition matches against Ray Reardon, Willie 
Thorne and Steve Davies.  
Maurice also enjoyed playing golf at Wolstanton Golf 
Club and during his membership he obtained two 
holes in one.

Football and Stoke City were also particularly 
important to him, after he and a few friends were first 
taken to a game by a teacher in 1946.

Whilst at school, scouts from Port Vale invited Les 
Riley and Maurice to go for a trial.  He actually went to 
the bus stop before changing his mind, saying he was 
going to wait for Stoke City to get in touch.

In his fifties he was invited to join the board of Stoke 
City as a director which he enjoyed for many years.

Maurice died in March 2018 just a few days short of 
his 86th birthday following a long illness.  

Donations from his funeral were given to Audley 
Patients Fund and the Lou Macari Foundation. 
The funeral service was held at St. Margaret’s Church 
Betley, this was then followed by burial in the Church 
Cemetery.
Maurice will be sadly missed by his family and many 
friends.

To Publish A Tribute.
If you wish to publish a bereavement or to place a 
tribute we would be happy to help if space permits.
Please email, or post the relevant information to the 
Editor.
Contact details can be found on page 3 of each issue.

BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES
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Harold Francis Bucknall

It was a fitting tribute to former garage proprietor 
Harold Bucknall as his funeral procession paused for a 
moment outside the garage workshops in Miles Green 
which he once owned.  All the garage staff were 
outside to show their respect for such a wonderful 
man.

As a boy he attended the Wolstanton Ellison Street 
School before moving on to Wolstanton High School.  
As a young boy he loved sport and as a member of the 
Wolstanton Boys Brigade, he became a player in their 
football team.

Harold in his teens went on to do his National 
Service and during his time served as a mechanic in 
Hong Kong.

After completing his National Service, Harold 
returned home where he struck up a friendship with 
Lilian and this led to a very happy wedding day.  

This was then followed with a very happy and 
precious family life together which was blessed as in 
turn their four sons were born, Paul, Andrew, Craig 
and Martyn. 

Harold was always a devoted husband and a loving 
father to his children.

Throughout his life Harold has worked so very hard 
in support of his family and during those times he 
worked at Priory Garage in Newcastle, where he also 
first met his wife.  He then went on to drive those well 
remembered buses of Irene Duggins known as the 
Princess, which ran from Newcastle to Silverdale.

Harold came to our community when he took over 
the ownership of the Miles Green Garage, formerly 
owned by the then Les Mickleright and continued to 
served the community for many years and it is fitting 
that now his son Craig now carries on the work in 
Miles Green as the owner of the garage.

Most of our community will think of Harold as the 
man you would turn to when you had a problem with 
your vehicle, a soft spoken, easy going and highly 
respected member of our community, who always had 
a smile and was always ready to give a helping hand.

In his leisure hours, which were few during his 
working life, Harold loved his home and gardening 
and he so much loved to see the beauty of nature 
around him.  Holidays he so valued, home or abroad, 
he loved to be in the sun.

As a family man each and everyone was precious to 
him, especially his granddaughters who meant 
everything to him.

Harold had been ill for sometime and his family had 
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It was a fitting tribute to former garage proprietor been a wonderful support for him.  Despite Harold’s 
illness he fulfilled a life time promise by taking his wife 
Lilian to buy a diamond ring.

Paul, his youngest son has spent many happy hours 
sitting with his father during his illness, sharing so 
many precious moments together, and Paster Mike 
Gollins read out a passage from the bible chosen by 
Paul as a loving tribute to his father.

As a final tribute Martyn, Harold’s son read out an 
emotional tribute telling of how proud he and his 
family were for being privileged to have been part of 
Harold’s life.  Harold was a loving man, who will be 
sadly missed by family, friends and the whole 
community.

Harold passed away on the 16th April 2018 aged 80 
years,the funeral service was held at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on Friday 11th May 2018. 

All donations given on behalf of Harold’s memory 
were given to Douglas Macmillan.

When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES
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Eileen Beryl Kinnersley (Beryl)

It is with sadness that we 
announce that Beryl, aged 
89 years suddenly and 
peacefully passed away at 
her home Ravens Park 
Bignall End on the 8th May 
2018.

Beryl was the beloved 
wife of the late George 
Kinnersley, a loving Mum 
to Christine and Son-in-
Law Anthony (Tony) and a 
loving Nana to Jason and 
Great Nana to Sky.

Beryl was born in Boon 
Hill, Bignall End moving to 

Bignall End Road and then Tibb Street as a child along 
with her parents and sister Margaret.  Beryl lived all 
her life in our parish and attended local schools.

On leaving school Beryl worked in Burgess’s Cafe in 
Newcastle under Lyme along side Mrs Burgess, 
moving on to be employed by Rist’s Wires and Cables 
Group where she was to meet her husband to be 
George.

They started their married life in Audley before 
moving to Ravens Park where they spent the 
remainder of their very happy married life together.  
Beryl enjoyed helping George with his numerous 
pastimes, growing show chrysanthemums and 
tomatoes, gardening, fishing and bowling.  She also 
enjoyed their holidays together along with family and 
friends travelling to Austria, Switzerland, Scotland 
attending the Edinburgh Tattoo and many other 
places.

Beryl also had a great love for animals and was 
especially happy when she had cats and dogs at her 
side.  She was also well known for her large collection 
of teddy bears.  Whenever she went on her weekly 
visits to Hanley with her sister Margaret, she would 
more often than not come back with another one.

Beryl was well known in our community, family and 
friends will sadly miss this kind, loving, funny and 
caring lady.

The funeral service was held at Bradwell 
Crematorium on 31st May 2018 and Beryl’s ashes were 
interned with George’s at the new Audley Cemetery.
Christine and family would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who has supported 
them through this difficult time.
Please accept our condolences Editor.

Eileen Beryl Kinnersley (Beryl)

peacefully passed away at 
her home Ravens Park 

wife of the late George 

to Christine and Son-in-

loving Nana to Jason and 

Jean Carnes (nee Sansom)

It is with great 
sadness that we 
report that Jean 
passed away 
suddenly on 
25th March 
2018, aged 66.
She was a 
loving wife to 
Bryan and a 
devoted 
mother to 
Eleanor, 
Richard and 

Anna.
Jean was born and raised in Bradford with her two 
elder siblings, Mike and Sue.  After leaving school, she 
attended teacher training college in Sheffield, where 
she later taught at Coit School in Chapeltown.  It was 
while she was in Sheffield that she met her husband-to-
be, Bryan.  They married in January 1981 and went to 
live in Birmingham, later moving to Miles Green in 
1991, back to Bryan’s roots.
For Jean, this was the start of a project to build and 
furnish the family home of her dreams, complete with 
garden to match.  Gardening was one of the passions 
of Jean’s life and she had an extensive knowledge of 
plants.  Not only did she tend her own borders and 
shrubs but she also spent many hours weeding and 
planting at Audley Cricket Club.
As the three children grew older, Jean returned to 
teaching.  She spent time at both Ravensmead and 

Wood Lane schools, before taking on a permanent 
post at Townsend School in Bucknall (later to become 
Kingsland School).  She was a well-regarded teacher, 
liked by colleagues, parents and pupils.
Jean had many friends, her closest being her fellow tea 
ladies at Audley Cricket Club of which Jean was the 
Ladies’ Secretary.  She was always very busy and 
constantly had “a list” of things to be done for the club.   
She loved holidays with family and friends.  With 
Bryan she enjoyed travelling on cruises all around the 
world to far off places such as Australia, Easter Island, 
Panama Canal and Antarctica.
Jean will be remembered for her kindness and 
thoughtfulness.  She never forgot a birthday, and 
several of her friends have told how Jean had visited 
and supported them through illness.  She helped to 
arrange the Audley in Pink (and Purple) events at the 
Cricket Club, raising hundreds of pounds towards the 
fight against cancer. 
Jean was energetic and hardworking.  Many villagers 
will remember her as the lady to contact at the Cricket 
Club when organising a birthday party, wedding 
breakfast, christening party or funeral wake.  Even the 
day before her death, Jean was busy at the Club so that 
someone’s wedding day was truly memorable for them.
Jean’s funeral took place at St. James’ Church on 20th 
April, when over 320 people packed the pews to 
mourn her passing – testament to how well-loved and 
highly regarded she was.  The family would like to 
thank all those who made a donation in Jean’s 
memory.  Over £2,000 was raised, which will be 
divided between Jean’s favourite charities and 
organisations including the British Heart Foundation, 
Audley Health Centre and Audley Cricket Club.

passed away 

loving wife to 

Anna.

BREAVEMENTS / FEATURES
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Sir Thomas Boughey Academy
We would like to begin by reflecting on the final term 
of the first year of Sir Thomas Boughey Academy.  It 
was a very busy year. 

Challenge and competition were certainly in evidence 
during the annual Sports Day – which, back in July, 
was won by Water house.  It was a glorious afternoon 
on the track, with the entire school offering their 
support and encouragement to all the competitors, 
regardless of their house.  We are all eagerly 
anticipating the new House competitions that will be 
running this year.

At the start of the summer holidays we were proud to 
host ‘Enchantasia’ – a family fun day organised by our 
(then) Year 10 and Appetite Cultural Academy.  The 
students were involved in every step of the creative 
process – from budgeting to making costumes; from 
helping book the acts to producing a drama 
performance of their own.  Acts included circus 
performers and stilt-walkers, with story tellers, face 
painting and a ceilidh band.

It was a fantastic afternoon and thank you to all who 
attended.  Special thanks must go to the students for 
organising such a memorable event.

Reflecting on the period of Work Experience, we 
would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all those people 
who offered placements for the Year 10 students.  Once 
again, the fortnight was very successful and a large 
number of pupils have received glowing references 
and, in some cases, even job offers! 

We must also mention the Y11 Leavers’ Dinner at 
Keele Hall. It was a wonderful evening and all the 
students looked fantastic.  They represented the school 
in a manner that made parents, pupils and staff 
incredibly proud.

Last year saw a whole host of activities that the 
students could be involved in.
Pupils took part in the UET showcase; the Celebration 
of Music, the music trip to London, Young Voices, the 
rewards trip to Alton Towers, the trip to Oxford 
University, entered the Orwell Youth Prize, raced 
Reggie as part of the Greenpower team, took part in 
the Minnie Pit memorial walk, participated in the Art 
& Literature evening, attended mock interview evening 
and work experience, attended Newcastle College open 
days, were part of First Give which raised almost 
£1000 for C.R.Y, attended camp, were part of climbing 
club, were peer mentors or lead learners; joined the 
School Council or were a Prefect; represented the 
school in a variety of sporting activities; visited Poland 
and Auschwitz, conducted Geography field work; Year 
7 took part in a STEM activity called Race for the Line, 
which was organised through the Royal Airforce, 
Army and Navy which involved designing, building 
and racing rocket powered cars, and the list goes on.

Before they broke up, the Year 6 students (now, of 
course, our Year 7 pupils) received a “Passport of 
Experiences’.  The passport is based upon a whole host 
of different activities and experiences that will be of 
benefit to them during their time at Sir Thomas 
Boughey Academy.  The passport is split into subject 
areas and is based around a tick list.  When something 
has been achieved, it gets a tick.  
We are looking forward to seeing these completed 
activity logbooks along with a scrapbook with photos, 
ticket stubs etc. as a memento of the summer before 
they started high school.  
But it is not just a case of having fun.  All the activities 
are firmly rooted in the curriculum and the early 
assessments in Y7 are based around the activities 
contained in the passport.

Given this long list of potential activities, we hope our 
new Year 7 pupils do everything they can to sure their 
time here will be filled with new experiences, fond 
memories and, of course, challenge.  

In July we held taster and transition days for (at the 
time) Year 5 and Year 6 pupils.  Feedback from the 
pupils who were present (and subsequently their 
parents) was incredibly positive and this is something 
as a school we are keen to develop further.  
Activities on the Year 5 Taster Day included Drama 
Dominoes, problem solving, art, keyring making in 
DT and CSI Boughey where the pupils had to 
investigate a ‘crime’ using forensic techniques such as 
checking fingerprints and using dental records. 

Given how well received the taster days were, it is no 
surprise to see how well the new Year 7 have settled 
into life at Sir Thomas Boughey.

As is always the case with a new academic year, we 
immediately begin to plan for the next year.  With this 
in mind, our current Year 6 Open Evening will take 
place on Thursday 20th September 2018 from 6.30pm. 
This evening provides an excellent opportunity for 
parents and prospective pupils to have a look at the 
school, talk to pupils and staff and see some work in 
action.  
It really is an evening not to be missed.

Even though the Autumn term is in its infancy, we 
already have many exciting events planned including 
the Geography Field Trip week beginning 24th 
September.

A full calendar is available on the website.
 

Finally, for frequent updates on the latest news and 
photographs regarding pupils’ achievements and 
activities, please visit the school’s website and 
Facebook pages.

LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWS
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

St James Mothers’ Union
What does Mothers’ Union 
do then?  What is Mothers’ 
Union? 

Two questions I am often 
asked by those who have 
perhaps heard of us but 
still unsure of how we were 
formed and how relevant 
we are today.
I thought, therefore, in this 
edition I would give you a 

bit more information about just some of the work of 
Mothers’ Union both in our diocese and further afield, 
concentrating on prison work.

As I mentioned in my previous article we would be 
writing Christmas cards for prisoners in July, 
something we have done for several years now, and 
how for some it is the only Christmas card they 
receive.  So how do we help in other ways?

In developing countries Mothers’ Union take in food 
and clothing and spend time with prisoners in prayer, 
often only there because of their faith.  They even 
provide blankets and fruit and vegetables to 
supplement the poor provision of the prison diet.  
Their prisons are not like those in developed countries.

Within the UK & Ireland Mothers’ Union is active in 
112 prisons including 14 women’s prisons and three 
mother and baby units.

Parenting groups are run to give parents better skills 
and so enable them to make better choices once they 
leave prison.  Members seek to help families to 
maintain and develop relationships whilst separated by 
imprisonment, which is vitally important if they are to 
work together once released, to fit back into society in 
a positive way.

Our prison visitors spend time with those who have 
no other visitors and in some prisons run a weekly 
coffee and chat session to help prisoners integrate 
better with others.

Mothers’ Union is in partnership with “Time for 
Families”, a charity that provides parenting and 

budgeting courses for couples.  Very often theft is as a 
result of poor money management skills and so these 
courses help families manage better and so avoid 
getting into debt in the future. 

One group of people who are often left out of our 
thinking is the children affected by having a parent in 
prison, some 200,000 of them.  Children are often 
bullied at school when others discover this and the 
work of Mothers’ Union with these children helps 
them to have more confidence.  
A prison can be a very intimidating place for a young 
child to go, but it is vital to keep contact with Mum or 
Dad and so Mothers’ Union provide crèche facilities, 
play times and in Leeds diocese members run a family 
day each month with fun activities and “Cooking with 
Dad”.  They also give knitted teddies to provide a 
comforting companion during what can be a harsh, 
structured and stressful visit.

There are also craft groups and bereavement groups 
and chapel services where Mothers’ Union members 
come alongside those who may never have attended a 
church service before.

I hope this has given a useful insight into how 
Mothers’ Union can make a big difference in a small 
way. 

We have fun writing our cards each year, eating 
mince pies and Christmas cake and listening to carols 
in the middle of July, but we also pray all the cards on 
their way, that they might reach the heart of every 
recipient. 

Thank you to all those who donated cards and 
helped to write them out which means that yet again 
just our little group in Audley has sent over 1000 cards 
to Doxey to be distributed to the nine prisons in our 
diocese.

There is more information in Audley library on the 
work of Mothers’ Union now and a program of the 
year’s meetings if you would like to join us.
                                                                        Josie Knight

Acknowledgment 
Donation to Audley Health Centre
The Doctors and Staff at the Health Centre would like 
to express their deep gratitude to the family of the late 
Jean Carnes for the generous donation for the 
purchase of equipment to benefit our patient 
population.

The money donated has purchased a machine which 
monitors the blood of patients with a variety of heart 
conditions and enables us to accurately dose their 
medication.

We were very saddened to hear of Jean’s death and 
express our deepest sympathy to Bryan, Eleanor, 
Richard and Anna and the family.  Thank you for your 
kindness in the midst of your own grief.  You can be 
reassured that many people will benefit from this 
equipment.
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Views from the Vicarage:
St. James’ Audley

Dear Friends,
I spotted some helpful 
comments on social media 
about the state of the wall 
outside the churchyard in 
Audley.  It is, quite frankly, 
terrifying.  I know people 
who won’t walk past it, 
because it looks like it might 
fall over at any minute.  

The Church Council and 
Parish Council have both 
reported it several times to 
the Borough Council (who 
are responsible for it) 
because we’re so worried 
about it.

It does, however, help me 
understand a verse in the 
Old Testament that I hadn’t 
really thought much about 
before.  

The prophet Amos, over 700 years before Jesus was 
born, saw a vision of a plumb-line.  

For those who don’t know, a plumb line is about the 
least complicated tool you can get in one of Audley 

Parish’s excellent hardware shops.  It’s a bit of string 
with a weight on it that gives a very simple and 
accurate test of whether something’s straight or not.  
God told Amos ‘Look, I am setting a plumb-line 
among my people…’.  God was going to put a plumb-
line up to people’s lives, and see how they measured 
up.  The problem is that when someone measures it 
accurately, our lives are very like that wonky wall that’s 
a danger to everyone.  

We say of some people that they’re ‘crooked’, or 
‘bent’ or ‘twisted’ or ‘not on the level’, and the Bible 
says that’s exactly what God’s plumb-line shows up in 
my life, and in everyone else’s.
But there’s great news on this.  The Bible says that Jesus 
is not like that.  It says He’s ‘upright’ – in other words, 
He’s someone who’s ‘on the level.’  He deals with people 
‘fair and square’. He’s a ‘straight-talker.’  Astonishingly 
though, He died on the cross as if He was a crook.  
And as He did that, He took the punishment that His 
followers deserve for our twistedness.  And He then 
begins the life-long work of ‘straightening us out.’

That means that at the heart of Christianity, is not a 
set of rules.  

It’s not at heart, about being a good person.  It’s 
about trusting in the only good person who’s ever 
lived, and asking for Him to work by His power ‘to 
straighten us up’.

With best wishes,
Simon

Dear Friends,

comments on social media 
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Your local tree surgery company

Al l  types  of  tree  and  hedge work undertaken
Ful l  tree  removal ,  tree  reduct ion,  tr imming,  th inning  and  tree  stump removal .

Logs  avai lab le  -  FR E E del ivery

For  a  no  ob l igat ion  quote  p lease  ca l l  A lex  on  07530 415072

R e l i a b l e  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  i n s u r e d ,  b a s e d  i n  B i g n a l l  E n d

a l facontracts@mai l .com

ALSAGERS BANK FUN DAY
Saturday 7th July dawned with wall to wall 
sunshine and clear blue cloudless skies in 
complete contrast to the 2017 Fun Day which 
was bedevilled with rain almost all day.  On this 
occasion we were blessed with temperatures in 
the mid twenties all afternoon.

Work on the Fun Day had begun many weeks 
before by delivering leaflets, putting up notices 
around the parish, getting sponsors onboard, 
attending endless meetings and not to mention 
the almost daily sweat shop of making bunting 
involving several ladies.

The day of the Fun Day duly arrived.  With the 
erection of the marquee taking place on the 
previous evening, the morning of the 7th was a 
hive of activity, marking out areas for the various 
activities and erecting gazebos.

We had many more stalls and events than last 
year, unfortunately because of the heat the dog 
show had to be cancelled in the interest of the 
animals, which was the most important 
consideration.  Once again we had a large display 
of tractors and an excellent turnout of vintage 
cars.  Another attraction this year on a hot day 
was the addition of a bar, also due to England 
being involved in a World Cup quarter final v 
Sweden (won 2-0) several T.V. screens were available at 
various points.

The whole event was opened this year by Mr Crook, 
headmaster of Richard Heathcote school who kindly 
allowed us to hold meetings in the school hall and also 
ran a poster competition which helped to advertise the 
event.

This year’s scarecrow competition was once again a 
great success which was won by The Poplars Rest 
Home with their parody of the royal wedding couple, 
Harry and Megan.  Many thanks to the Audley Rotary 

club who once again provided the judges.
Thanks are also due to the Alsagers Bank cricket and 

recreation club for the use of their field and to Hit Mix 
Radio for providing the music and P. A.

The whole day was a resounding success with over 
£3900 being taken.  From monies raised we gave a 
£1500 donation to CRY, £500 to Richard Heathcote 
school and £300 to Audley Scout Group for all their 
help.  Many thanks also to everyone who helped to 
make it a truly fun day with £1600 in hand for next 
year’s Fun Day.  The attached photo’s show top of page 
just how busy the event was and below FUN for all.  

ALSAGERS BANK FUN DAY

complete contrast to the 2017 Fun Day which 
was bedevilled with rain almost all day.  On this 
occasion we were blessed with temperatures in 

Work on the Fun Day had begun many weeks 
before by delivering leaflets, putting up notices 
around the parish, getting sponsors onboard, 
attending endless meetings and not to mention 
the almost daily sweat shop of making bunting 

The day of the Fun Day duly arrived.  With the The day of the Fun Day duly arrived.  With the 

hive of activity, marking out areas for the various 

consideration.  Once again we had a large display 

club who once again provided the judges.

The day of the Fun Day duly arrived.  With the 
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What a busy year 77th Audley Scouts have had, 
including camping, kayaking, canoeing , skiing, 
cooking, hikes, grass sledging, morse code using 
torches and whistles, treasure hunts and murder 
mystery trails, lots of different craft making and loads 
more.  Two Scouts, Amelia Tunstall and Tyler Davison 
have attained their Chief Scouts Gold badge, a real 
achievement and the highest badge that a Scout can be 
awarded; well done to both! 

The group has continued to help out in the 
community, doing litter picks, planting flowers and 
helping at the Alsagers Bank Family Fun Day.  We have 
been touched and are very grateful for the community 
support shown to the group with over £500 being 
raised through the Co-op Local Community Fund 
scheme, £300 from the Alsagers Bank Family Fun Day 
committee and smaller donations from members of 
the local community acknowledging the work 
completed by the young people.  Thank you to 
everyone who is supporting the group and to the 

volunteers who make it all possible. Some of this 
money has bought us new camping equipment which 
was used on our recent family camp at Consall.  A 
great weekend was had, enjoying the weather, beautiful 
surroundings and the Churnet Valley Steam railway.  
We are all now enjoying a rest over the summer and 
looking forward to the new term starting in 
September.

AUDLEY 77th SCOUTSAUDLEY 77th SCOUTS
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C. W. Mottram  
Funeral Services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
Eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 

07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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Its been a busy first half of the year, so busy in fact that 
I forgot to send in my article for the last issue!

In January I had the pleasure of giving a talk to the 
members of the Audley Rotary club and was very 
grateful to receive a cheque for £500 towards Daniel’s 
memorial fund.

Friday April the 6th we saw England’s World 
Cup winning goalkeeper and ex Stoke City 
legend, Gordon Banks entertain a packed 
Bignall End cricket club along with another 
ex Stoke City favourite Terry Conroy pictured 
above.

It was a pleasure to listen to Gordon re-live 
his experiences from his early days at 
Chesterfield through to winning the World 
Cup with England and his time with Stoke 
which included winning the League Cup in 
1972.

Gordon also talked the audience through 
the save he made from Pele’s header in the 
1970 World Cup in Mexico;

The evening finished with an auction of 
signed memorabilia which included a Stoke 
City goalkeepers shirt signed by Gordon and 
a framed and signed picture of “the save”.

Both Gordon and Terry took time to chat with 
people, sign autographs and pose for photographs; 
nothing was too much trouble for them.  As well as 
being many people’s idols and heroes they were both 

very nice friendly gentlemen and it was a real pleasure 
to be able to bring them to the village, the standing 
ovation they both received showed just how much 
everyone appreciated it.

Terry has hosted 3 such evenings for us now and his 
style and sense of humour make him a firm favourite 
with the audience and I look forward to staging many 
more evenings with him in the future.

The evening raised just over £2,200 for Dan’s 
memorial fund with CRY, thank you to everyone who 
came along or donated raffle and auction prizes, your 
continued support is very much appreciated.

On a personal note the highlight for me was seeing 
England’s World Cup winning goalkeeper raising his 
glass to join in a toast to our son Dan, who’d have ever 
thought that would have happened. 

The following day we had the pleasure of representing 
CRY at the Stoke City v Tottenham Hotspur Premier 
League game as guests of online gaming company Top 
Eleven.

In a first for the Premier League, a club sponsor 
donated their shirt sleeve spot to another organisation 
for a game and this was a huge opportunity to raise the 
profile of CRY.

One of Dan’s lifelong friends Dave Barlow joined 
Sue and myself on a stadium tour prior to the match.  
We were then shown to Top Elevens executive box 
where we spent the afternoon with the family of Jordan 
Burndred (another SADS victim) and Riley 
Hammersley from Top Eleven.  Just before kick off I 
was interviewed by BBC Midlands Today outside the 
ground and this was shown on the news on the 
following Monday.

At half time we all made our way down to the pitch 
side where a short interview took place in front of the 

main stand, speaking to 29,500 people isn’t something 
I’ve ever done before but it was another chance to 
encourage people to get themselves screened as well as 
donate funds.  The picture above shows two of Dan’s 

Sporting Tribute in Dan’s Memory

Friday April the 6th we saw England’s World 

ex Stoke City favourite Terry Conroy pictured 

It was a pleasure to listen to Gordon re-live 

City goalkeepers shirt signed by Gordon and 

Both Gordon and Terry took time to chat with 
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Mobile service covering Audley, Alsager and Newcastle Areas 

Salon service available at Ebony & Ivory 
26 Ravens Lane, Bignall End, ST7 8PS 

(Side Entrance of Bignall End Barbers shop) 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED – Cuts, Cut and blow drys, Colours, 
Foils, Perms, Hair Braiding, Hair Weaves and More 

 

 

 
SALON or MOBILE 

Service Now Available 

Opening Times  

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Call Jeanette on: 07940127805 
 

close friends, Steve Bailey from Audley 
and Dave Hickson from Bignall End 
who were CRY mascots for the day and 
walked around the pitch with Stoke’s 
official mascot Potter Mouse before the 
game.

It was a real pleasure for myself and 
my wife Sue to be asked to represent and 
speak on behalf of CRY at such a 
prestigious event for them.  See photo 
opposite.

Planning and training continues at a 
pace now as we get closer to the Lands 
End to Bignall End cycle ride in August.  
30 cyclists of varying age and ability will 
be either cycling the whole route or 
completing it in a relay format.  We will 
be leaving at 4 am on the 22nd of August 
arriving at Lands End around lunch 
time, we then cycle approximately 45 miles back to our 
first overnight stay in Newquay.  On day 2 we cycle 
from Newquay to Exeter, approximately 104 miles; 
then from Exeter to Bath on day 3, Bath to Worcester 
on day 4 and Worcester to Bignall End Cricket Club, 
finishing on the afternoon of Sunday 26th August.  
Total distance is around 408 miles with an overall 
elevation of just over 30,000 feet.

We will be holding a welcome home party at Bignall 
End Cricket club on the evening of the 26th where one 
of Dan’s former school friends Ryan Whitmore will be 
singing live.

After a few setbacks, work has eventually started on 
Dan’s memorial garden at Audley Football Club.  We 
now hope to keep up the momentum and have this 
completed before the end of the summer, but there is 
still a lot of work to be done to achieve this.

If anyone would like to get involved with helping us 
we will be at the club most weekends.  Whilst on the 
subject of Audley F.C, they again hosted Dan’s 
memorial 7 a side football tournament on the 2nd of 
June.  16 teams competed again this year with Audley 
under 18s beating Bignall End in the final after a 
penalty shoot out.  The event raised £1,022 for Dan’s 

fund.  We were also very grateful to everyone 
associated with the club for donating a further £150 
following the successful beer festival they held earlier 
in the year.

We have been very touched to receive donations 
from the families of Stuart Platt, Connie Taylor and 
Jack Gleaves following their sad deaths and we are very 
grateful to Harp of Gold for their donation of £1,000 
for the second year running.  We are very grateful for  
people’s generosity and continued support of what we 
are doing and we would like to thank everyone who 
contributes, helps, donates or just sends us messages of 
support.  If I haven’t mentioned you and what you 
have done in this article please be aware that we never 
take your support for granted and appreciate 
everything that everyone does for us.  

Thank you, Dave Hughes.

my wife Sue to be asked to represent and 

End to Bignall End cycle ride in August.  
30 cyclists of varying age and ability will 

completing it in a relay format.  We will 
be leaving at 4 am on the 22nd of August 

fund.  We were also very grateful to everyone 
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MUSINGS FROM THE MANSE:
Dear Friends,
Is it me?  Where has this year gone?  I am not sure, 
other than it has gone!  We stand at a crossroads of 
endings and new beginnings within the Methodist 
Fellowship.  1st September sees the beginning of the 
new Methodist Year (don’t ask.  No idea!).  It is, 
therefore, my pleasure to introduce to you the new 
Methodist minister for Audley, Bradwell and Halmer 
End.  Her name is Rev. Joy Ventom, she has been 
training at Queen’s Theological College, Birmingham.  
She comes to us as a Probationer minister for two 
years before her Ordination.  She hails from Doncaster, 
and is looking forward to getting to know you and the 
area that will be her home for the next five years.

More endings – the Borough Council have ceased to 
be responsible for the car park in Church Street 
between Tesco and the Co-op.  I know many of you 
have been inconvenienced by the lack of maintenance 
on the site, and for that I apologise.  However, within 
the next few weeks, you will see BIG CHANGES – so 
please bear with us.  The Parish Council have now 
taken over the maintenance for the site, and have 
promised us that repairs will be made as soon as 
possible.  This will mean closure of the site for a time 
(as little as possible) but the benefits will be immense.  
Thank you for your understanding and tolerance in 
this situation.
Another ending, as Rev. Joy arrives, I must therefore 
leave.  My husband, Graham and I are retiring and 
moving to Rugeley, South Staffordshire.  It has been 
our pleasure and privilege to be part of this 

community for five years, and have grown to love it 
and you over the time.  Thank you for your friendship 
and fellowship, it has been amazing to be welcomed 
into your homes through preparation for baptism, 
marriage and thanksgiving services for your loved 
ones.  I have loved meeting the children at 
Ravensmead School as they have visited Audley 
Methodist Church for their Harvest, Christmas and 
Easter Celebrations.  I have enjoyed my visits to them 
and appreciated being accepted by children and Staff 
alike.  Thank you also to the Audley Ladies Choir, who 
have put up with me for my time here.  Ladies, you will 
never know what your friendship has meant to me.  I 
wish you well for the future.

As I prepare to leave, I take part of you with me, 
please be assured of my continued thoughts and 
prayers for you, as individuals, as community, you are 
very special.  

Sincerely, your Minister and Friend,
Helen x

community for five years, and have grown to love it 

A double celebration for Linda 
Shaw, landlady of the Swan Inn 
Bignall End after finally having 
the defibrillator installed outside 
the pub, she was also preparing 
for the forthcoming football 
match during England’s campaign 
in the recent World Cup.

Linda was the instigator of a 
fund-raising event at her pub to 
provide a life saving defibrillator 
for the local community and with 
the support of the regular 
customers and a substantial 
donation by Robert King, the 
amount required to purchase and 
install one was achieved in no 
time at all.

On the day of the match 
England won, but Linda said “lets 
hope that the defibrillator never 
has to be used”.  We wish to thank 
Linda on behalf of the local 
community for the excellent 
fundraising she does, it is very 
much appreciated.

Linda’s Life Saver
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 The Minnie Pit Memorial 
Match of the Century

Halmer End Saturday 9th June 
2018

On Saturday 12th January 1918, local colliers went to 
work as usual at the Minnie Pit.

The men and boys were only supposed to work a 
morning shift on this Saturday, there was a party 
planned for local pensioners and a football match to be 
played in the afternoon.

At about 9.45am a massive explosion ripped 
through the pit and caused the death of 156 miners, 
boys and men.  The football match of course never got 
played.

One of the delights of working on the Minnie Pit 
Centenary events has been meeting local people with a 
wealth of knowledge, stories to tell about the disaster 
and compassion for the plight of the community, one 
hundred years ago. 

Following on from the Minnie Pit memorial weekend 
events in January which brought hundreds of people 
together, local groups have kept the spirit of 
community going by organising events which pay 
tribute to and remember the heritage of our coal-
mining industry from the past, a spirit which is alive 
and literally kicking today! 

There’s been a family fishing match organised by 
Audley Parish Angling Club, with the children fishing 
the way they fished 100 years ago using ‘whips’. 

The Minnie Pit Memorial Show, organised by June 
Ward, following in the tradition of the community 100 
years ago, who put on theatrical performances and 
variety shows as a way to raise money for the widows 
and families. 

Then there were Halmer End’s very own Winston 
Jones and co’.  ‘How’s about we have a football match… 
y’know… play the match that was cancelled because of 
the explosion.  We could play it in memory of all them 
miners that never got to play football again’ says 
Winston

There was plenty to do organising the match, not 
least getting enough players for what was to become 
‘The Minnie Pit Veterans FC’.  We also needed the 
opposition and it wasn’t long before the name Marko 
from Silverdale was mentioned and the Kent’s Lane Pit 
Veterans FC was formed.

So we all set about doing it right through a series of 
meetings round at Winston’s on a Saturday morning.  

So it was that ‘Football was Coming Home’ to be 
played on the football field at Halmer End Miners 
Institute now known as Halmer End CIC’s ‘The Stute’ 
Game On, Here We Go, Here We Go, Here We Go.

As well as the practicalities of organising the match 
there were more discussions on the way the village 
used to be.  I felt privileged to listen to these stories 
and was moved by the simple idea of bringing two ex 
mining villages together to play a football match on a 
field only a few yards away from where this disaster 
happened.

The evening before the football match I went down 
to the Stute who were in their second evening of their 
now famous Annual Beer festival and on the field I 
could see Winston with a lawn mower!

It did cross my mind just for a second that he was 
going to mow the entire footy pitch, but he reassured 
me he was just doing inside the goal posts.  

Then Selwyn arrived with paint pot in his hands and 
a very long tape measure.  

Soon Alan appeared and so the pegging out and 
marking up of the football pitch took place.  How the 
lines ended up straight I do not know because the 
whole occurrence was genuinely like an episode of Last 
of the Summer Wine, with much hilarity, causing tears 
to roll and sides to ache!  Anyone who knows these 
legendary gentleman will be able to imagine the scene 
for themselves. 

The least I could do was to go and buy them all a 
pint of the best and sit on the bank as we watched a 
glorious Halmer End sun set.

Saturday arrived.  Nets were put up, the marquee 
erected, Kent’s Lane Pit Veterans FC arrived in the 
navy and sky-blue kits and onto the pitch came our 
very own Minnie Pit Veterans FC in their elegant 
green and white striped kit.

The sun was out, the community arrived, the teams 
took up their positions around the centre circle on the 
pitch and a one minutes silence was held to 
commemorate the lost miners of the Minnie Pit and of 
all who had died in mining disasters across our North 
Staffordshire mining villages. 

The coin was tossed and the football began.
Kent’s Lane won the match 3-1 but Minnie Pit 
Veterans were heroic! 

I kept it quiet, but I had got a Minnie Pit Trophy 
made and every man who played was given a player’s 
medal.  

As many of you may know I come from Liverpool, I 
love football and I have to tell you this was an ace 
match! 

These lads could really play and there was real 
passion and some stylish moves.  The local gentlemen 
involved in this match know about mining, the 
camaraderie and the tragedy.  

This match was their determination to keep our 
heritage alive through creating future traditions.  

I understand that next year’s match is already being 
planned.

We now look forward to 2019 and a re-match to 
savour our passion and to also remember the tragic 
disaster which devastated our community back in 
1918.

 Sue Moffat.
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Master Chef
Preparing Sea Bass in the kitchen, my mind was full of doubt.
How could I be certain the bones would all come out.
I’d fetched it out the freezer, it shouldn’t go to waste
And there was seasoning in the cupboard to accentuate the taste
Now folks I am to cooking and the role of Master Chef
As someone is to music known to be tone deaf.
My June she couldn’t help me, she hates the smell of fish
Yet is pleased to lend a helping hand with any other dish.

I’ve seen Bass served in restaurants complete with tail and head
But thoughts of cooking fillets were much preferred instead.
I thought I’d find the answer by looking on the net
I knew I couldn’t go far wrong.  A safe and certain bet.
Then for no apparent reason I glanced up at the clock
And couldn’t quite believe it.  Blimey what a shock.
I needed to be somewhere else, time had rolled on by.
So I put the Sea Bass back again another day to try.
But first I’ll do some homework, give myself the hope
I can be successful, ensuring how to cope.
Nb.      The fish had not defrosted.
Derrick Bate.

“The Bunny Girls
Starring at the Gaiety Club,

Far side of quarry site,
Three little bunny girls sing and dance

Performing there each night.
Charming and thrilling their audiences,

Resounding echoes of delight,
And sometimes as added attraction,

The moon acts as their spotlight.
Conducting with baton is Master Fox,

Now leader of the band.
Although he often licks his lips
The bunny girls all understand,
As long as the music’s playing

And he stands down there in the pit,
They can safely continue their routines,

While those hot numbers hit.
Grasshoppers and moths group in formation

With sequinned studded spreading wings.
To join in the finale - and create

A spectacular of a thousand things.
Applauding the show, which always provides

An ending at dawn in chorus.
Early risers, even human ears then enjoy

What is brightly presented for us.
Peter W. Hodgkins

Spirit of the Wild Wind
Out of nowhere came the Spirit,

Moving through corridors left and right.
Infecting energies around in circles,
Force impulsed from visions bright.

Madness followed disguised with passion,
 Shooting laughter impulsed by energetic pursuits,

Bullets ricochet with relentless profanities,
Delivering that overwhelming force He contributes.

Out of nowhere came the Spirit,
Unseen presence swirling all around was felt.
Invisible waves penetrate demons wrapped in 

atmosphere,
Engulfing every position breathing letters spelt.

Into nowhere left that Spirit,
With such power rampaged through worlds without.
Those motions electrified with waves super charged,

Though unseen by anyone
there was no room to doubt.

Peter W. Hodgkins

Bucket List
Some folk have a Bucket List of things to see and do
Things they feel should not be missed before a life is through.
Others have a different view saying this smacks of me, me, me.
Taking life much as it comes and what will be will be.
Interesting places, cover many themes
And it doesn’t seem unnatural to harbour hopes and dreams.
All of us may differ on things that will appeal
But in expressing our opinions we do of ourselves reveal.
Myself I’m ever thankful for the places I have been
Having done what I have done and seen what I have seen.

Derrick Bate

The Voice of Stoke City
(Nigel Johnson BBC Radio Stoke)
Gone for a time are our days in the sun
A new league awaits of frustration or fun?
Red and White stripes run through the veins
His love for the club forever remains.
The voice of Stoke City, impartial and fair
Will say what he sees taking us there.
Along with ex players expressing their views
Reporting on games and up to date news.

For Arsenal read Wigan it won’t be the same
Ongoing chat of who is to blame.
New journeys and routes across our fair land
Stadium seats not nearly so grand.
Hopes of promotion, fans want to hear
Roars from the crowd, cups of good cheer.
Nigel excited, a good race is run
Awaiting return to the warmth of the sun.
Derrick Bate.
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WOOD LANE CRICKET AND SPORTS CLUB

The MCG, Megacre, Wood Lane, Stoke on Trent, ST7 8PA 

Tel. 01782 721458

President: Graham Colclough Esq.
   

As the start of the 2018 cricket season approached the outlook for Wood Lane CC was difficult to predict due 
to the many changes that had taken place amongst the playing squad.  David Cooper took up the reins as 1st 
Team Captain with the task of getting our new players to gel as quickly as possible.  The club welcomed back 
Mohammad Irfan as overseas professional following his very successful season in 2015 but due to his inclusion 
in the prestigious Pakistan Cup Competition, his arrival was delayed until the third game of the season. 

The Season commenced one week later than planned due to the unusually wet April weather and the optimists 
amongst us could not have envisaged such a start.  The 1st XI won the first four games of the season and the 
captain had instilled a great team spirit, which ensured the team were playing with a smile on their faces.  
Unfortunately, an injury to Dave Cooper sustained during the fourth game against Audley means he will miss 
several matches so the evergreen Matthew Hagan has stepped up as skipper. 

At the time of writing and with almost half of the season gone, the 1st XI are challenging towards the top end 
of the league table.  With games being played in the right spirit and all players making valuable contributions, 
both players and followers alike have enjoyed the progress being made.  It has not always been easy for the club 
to turn out a full complement of players for our 2nd XI, due to injuries and other unforeseen circumstances, 
but this creates opportunities for other players to come and enjoy the game of cricket.  The 2nds have recorded 
a couple of notable wins and advanced to the next round of knock-out competition.  However, we would most 
welcome anyone wishing to join our club and experience a game of cricket.  We are always looking to welcome 
new members as players or social.

Junior outside training began in April and the children continued to enjoy Friday Night sessions, their annual 
Fun Night went ahead despite the wet weather and a good time was had by all.  Again, as with the seniors we are 
always looking to welcome new players, and anyone interested should contact the club via our website.
The clubhouse remains open and welcomes social members to join and participate in our weekly Bingo & Quiz 
Nights and is available for hire. 

Ken Hancock 
Cricket Chairman

Secretary
Stephen Jervis Esq

14 High Street
Wood Lane

Stoke on Trent
ST7 8PB

07701 088797
pitchartist@outlook.co.uk

Chairperson
Mrs. Debra Garlic

Acres View
Bignall End

Stoke on Trent
ST7 8LU

07786 830116
deb@potterieswaste.co.uk

Treasurer
David Pendleton Esq.

2 HollyMews
Quarry Bank Road

Keele
ST5 5LT

07725 457996
david.pendleton@talktalk.net
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Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups

Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted

Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small

A N D R E W  F O D E N

Mobile. 07857 065 254  Home. 01782 729142
Email.  andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Services
Z

Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

Price List 
Hair Cut. £8.00 
Kids. £7.50
OAP. £6.00 
Back & Sides. £5.00 
Grade all over. £5.00
Wash & Cut. £10.00
Beard Trim. £2.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

Audley & District Probus Club
On the 15th of 
June Audley and 
District Probus 
Club held their 
A.G.M.  At this 
meeting the long 
service of a 
valued member 
was recognised 
and he was 
awarded a Life 
Membership.

This long 
standing 
member was Mr 
Don Caton.
Thanks should 
go to Mr Denis 

Cornes for introducing Don to Probus back in 
September 2004 as Don proved to be such a valued 
member and has since served the club in a number 
roles. 

All these roles were carried out by Don with hard 
work and dedication.  
                                                                                                        
June 2007-2008  Vice President.
June 2008-2010  President.
Then from June 2010-2011  Treasurer.   
June2011-2017  Secretary.

When membership  numbers were dwindling, Don’s 
enthusiasm managed to increase them.
He also instigated the successful move to our current 
venue, Alsager Golf Club.
Without his determination and commitment Probus 
would not be the successful club that it is today.

So a big thank you to Don for the last 14 years 
service to Audley and District Probus Club and to his 
wife Sheila for her support.
We hope he enjoys many more happy times with his 
Probus friends at future meetings and outings.
Don is seen above receiving his service award and life 
membership from the retiring president Phil Johnson.

2018 Information.

Following our recent AGM, the new team are now in 
place to provide another successful year for our 
members.

Our President, Keith Whittle, will be supported by 
Kath Ollier as our Vice-President, John McCombie 
continues as our Secretary, as does Geoff Pritchard as 
Speakers’ Secretary and Peter Robertshaw, our 
Treasurer.

No team is complete without Committee support 
and Bryan Harrison will be carrying on alongside 
Philip Johnson who has just completed a very 
successful year as our President.

The range of subjects covered by our Speakers 

during the last 12 months has been very interesting 
covering a range of subjects to suit all and we can look 
forward to another 12 months of similar quality.

Just to remind you that membership is open to both 
Ladies and Gentlemen and we meet on the third 
Friday of every month at Alsager Golf & Country Club 
where we have lunch followed by a Speaker.  

During the course of the year, trips are planned to 
places of interest when Guests are also welcome to join 
us.

Should you be interested, then please contact our 
Secretary, John McCombie on 01270 581769 / email 
john.mccombie@btinternet.com

For further details, you can always come along and see 
what you think !

valued member 
was recognised 
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        AUDLEY PPG                                           AUDLEY LAP

                              
Working together to promote Health & Wellbeing
For the people of Audley and surrounding areas

                                                
Would like to Invite you

To
      

Audley Health & Wellbeing Day
Wednesday 17th October

St James’ the Great Church Hall
10am till 2pm

Audley PPG and Audley LAP would like to invite you to come along to a day full of 
information tailored around health and wellbeing, which will be delivered by 

numerous local organisations and services that offer advice and support on how to 
live more healthy and independent lives.

Why Should you Attend?                                                            

                                                                                                                                 

          ❖                    The event offers FREE tea, coffee and food
          ❖          The advice and support given on the day will be completely FREE
 ❖ There will be FREE Giveaways, on a first come first served basis
 ❖ This is a completely FREE event that is open to all who wish to attend

Audley PPG and Audley LAP Working together to bring the people
                      Of Audley this Health & Wellbeing Day. 
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT WI
What a glorious summer we 
have had so far, as I write this 
article we are in the middle of 
a heat wave with no sign of 
rain for our poor gardens.  It 
would be good if it rained (at 
night), refreshed everywhere 
and filled all of our water 
butts!

Our A.G.M in May was 
very interesting as we 
discussed the resolution 
which is put to the 
Government.  This year our 
resolution is aimed at 
breaking down the stigma 
associated with mental health, 
especially due to the amount 
of suicides particularly in 

boys and men.  It was passed at the A.G.M in Cardiff 
with 98% of the vote.  This year, the W.I is celebrating 
100 years of resolutions.  It has passed and put forward 
400 resolutions and achieved changes on hundreds of 
issues affecting everyday life.  Previous campaigns 
include: climate change, plastic ‘soup’ and honey bees 
– to name but a few.  These resolutions were all put 
forward before it became public knowledge.  Our 
member, Sue Wood represented our group at the 
A.G.M in Cardiff where the guest speaker was Huw 
Edwards – T.V broadcaster.  

In June, we held our birthday party.  We enjoyed our 
usual summer buffet supplied by Beech Tree Caterers 
which is always impressive (especially the homemade 
desserts)!!  On arrival, we enjoyed a glass of bucks fizz, 
very welcome on such a hot day.  Our member 

Anastasia Howarth (pictured with president Glenis 
Simpson) cut our birthday cake.  We were then 
superbly entertained by the Kipling Singers.  
Tremendous singers with amazing voices.  Altogether, 
a lovely, very warm evening.

In July, a W.I member – Sheila Moulton came to talk 
about the art of tintinnabulation, which we were all 
looking forward to even though some of us didn’t 
know what to expect – or what it entailed.

We discovered that tintinnabulation is an old word 
to describe bell ringing.  Sheila told us about the 
history behind the ‘art’ and played pieces of music to 
demonstrate it.  We found it hard to believe there were 
no other instruments involved in these pieces, they 
were so complicated.  We concluded the evening with 
eight of us volunteering to ‘have a go’.  We each had a 
bell and were given a number corresponding to it, 
allowing each of us to ring our own bell at the given 
time.  Although there was some confusion (senior 
moments), we managed to perform a number of 
exercises successfully. 
In August, we have booked tickets to visit the 
spectacular display of poppies at Middleport pottery.  
We are all looking forward to it as some of us didn’t get 
to see them in London.  We should be very proud that 
they were produced in Stoke-on-Trent.  Also in 
August, Robert Edwards is speaking about ‘Marys 
Meals’ on behalf of the Rotary.

In September, Martin Peat is speaking on ‘Sweet 
Nostalgia’, followed by Sue Robinson in October with a 
craft session on paper craft.

In November, Kath Reynolds will be getting us in 
the mood for Christmas with ‘Tis the season to be 
jolly’.  Please come and visit us on the 4th Thursday of 
the month at the Pensioners Hall between 7pm – 
7.15pm.  Contact Anne 721957 or Glenis 722009 for 
further information.

What a glorious summer we 
have had so far, as I write this 

rain for our poor gardens.  It 
would be good if it rained (at 
night), refreshed everywhere 

butts!

very interesting as we 
discussed the resolution 
which is put to the 

resolution is aimed at 
breaking down the stigma 

especially due to the amount 
of suicides particularly in 

boys and men.  It was passed at the A.G.M in Cardiff 

THE PERFECT DAY
FOR SARAH & ANDREW

On Saturday the 9th of June, Sarah Rigby and Andrew 
Young, both of Apedale Road Wood Lane, were 

married at the St. Bertoline’s Church Barthomley.
Sarah who originates from Red Street Chesterton 

and Andrew from Butt Lane have lived in Wood Lane 
for approximately two years.

The weather on the day of their marriage was just 
perfect, the sun shone throughout the day.

The venue for their marriage, St. Bertoline’s Church, 
sits in such a lovely picturesque setting in Barthomley 
and the service was carried out to perfection.

Sarah works in the personnel department at the 
Mitchelin and Andrew works at a large transport 
company, Brit European, in Radway Green Alsager.

After their wedding ceremony they were taken to 
their reception in a classic VW Camper whilst been 
served with a glass of champagne.
The reception then followed at Slaters where their 
guests enjoyed a lovely evening together.
Sarah and Andrew spent a short break away after their 
wedding, which is to be followed later in the year with 
a honeymoon cruise.

We at the Audley Community News wish to 
congratulate both Sarah and Andrew on their wedding 
and wish them a long and happy life together.

FOR SARAH & ANDREW

On Saturday the 9th of June, Sarah Rigby and Andrew 
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MUSIC THRU THE DECADES 
“MINNIE PIT MEMORIAL SHOW”
 “ What a variety show this was”.

The show was held in July and was attended by the 
Mayoress of Newcastle Councillor Gill Heeson.  The 
venue for the event was once again our local Audley 
Theatre which can be found in Hall Street Audley, next 
to the Library.

The producer of the show, June Ward, was born and 
bred within our local village.
Since her retirement June has taken it upon herself to 
produce musical shows performed locally to help raise 
the much needed funds for the Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice and a number of local groups and schools 
within our parish.

After many weeks of rehearsal with all voluntary 
performers the nerves were starting to jangle as the 
time to lift the curtain drew near.

To no one’s surprise the local audience were fantastic 
and following the show the feed back has been all 
positive.

Tremendous support has been given to this show by 
so many, we would like to thank The Heritage Lottery 
Fund and the New Vic Theatre for all their support 
they have given in helping June in putting on this 
show.

The show was produced to continue the memorial 
event held recently in Halmer End of the centenary of 
the Minnie Pit Mining Disaster and a plaque has been 
donated by K M F engineering and will be placed in 
the Sir Thomas Boughey Academy garden, at a date in 
September to be confirmed by the school.

There are 3 charities that will benefit from funds raised 
at this show and they are the Dougie Mac Hospice, St 
Katherine Hospice and the First Audley Responders 
who have been good enough to attend all of our shows 
here at the theatre .
A great deal of support is being shown for Music Thru 
The Decades shows which are very much appreciated 
by all who attended the performances.

Many charities will benefit from the shows as we 
donate all monies raised to various charities and needy 
causes.  The performers give their time and talents 
freely.
June will continue producing shows as long as venues 
and funds are available.
Watch this space and check out each issue of the 
magazine or posters on Facebook for forthcoming 
events.
A special thank you goes to Duncan Richardson for 
the posters and all the photographs he took.
Thank you all for your support.         

June Ward.
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CARPETS AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
GOODMAN CARPETS & FLOORING MILL CLEARANCE CARPETS 

Established 30 years

Heathcote Street,  Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245

MON, TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10.30  - 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. OPEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2

80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpets £7.50 p.s.y

100mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

Cushion & felt vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

PRESENT THIS ADVERT TO RECEIVE £10 OFF 
ORDERS OVER £100

Quality Carpets
At Affordable

Prices

Audley Community 
Library & Information Centre

The Community library is continuing to expand on its 
use as an information centre, and as a venue for 
various groups.

Dementia Friendly Sessions are continuing once a 
month.  Ring the library for details. (01782 720527).

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 
The CAB from Newcastle hold sessions on the 3rd 
Monday of each month 2pm to 4.30pm.  They will help 
with online form filling on a range of issues.  See 
poster in the library for details.

Everyone Health Staffs
Abi the nutritionist is at the library on Thursdays 3 
– 5pm to offer advice.

Health Checks
There is a free drop-in session on Fridays for over 50s 
started on 6th July for 12 weeks 9am to 12pm.

Summer Reading Challenge 
This is for children and started on 14th July and 
finishes on 10th September.

The library is again taking part in the village “Purple 
Day” on 15th September.  We will be holding a 
Bumper Book Sale and Peak Pursuits will have their 

climbing frame on the car park.  There will be 
refreshments provided inside the library.

The proposed Photographic Exhibition that we 
mentioned in last month’s edition had very little 
response so far.  Please contact the library for 
information.

The book stock is being continually refreshed and new 
titles are now on the shelves.

A grateful library user returned especially to say a 
big thank you to library staff who had helped him 
whilst having problems printing his CV ready for a job 
interview.  He subsequently got the job and is very 
pleased.

AARDWOLF 
Pest ControlWasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FULLY INSURED
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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Audley Allotment 
Association

What does the word allotment conjure 
up in your mind?  Is it people in muddy 
boots with dirty hands discussing the 
weather or maybe which seed potatoes 
are the best or when to plant runner 
beans?  All these are correct, but it is 
much much more.

The Anglo Saxons were the first to 
introduce allotments, and in the 18th 
and 19th centuries they were given to 
the poor to help feed their families, in 
the 20th century they helped to feed the 
nation during both world wars.

So, what about the 21st century?  In 
today’s fast and furious life, we often 
don’t have time to consider our work/
life balance, but an allotment can help 
us to manage this.  When you open 
those gates to go and cultivate your little 
bit of Britain, life seems to slow down, becomes calmer 
and more relaxed, you are in fresh air and whilst 
digging and planting your plot with fruit and 
vegetables or flowers, you are also looking after your 
health and well-being.  No expensive gym membership 
required here!

Make no mistake, it takes hard work and 
commitment but is very rewarding when you sit down 
for your evening meat and realise all the vegetables on 
the plate have been grown by yourself, and the taste is 
far better than those bought at any supermarket.  You 
don’t have to be Alan Titchmarsh or Monty Don, you 

What does the word allotment conjure 
up in your mind?  Is it people in muddy 

weather or maybe which seed potatoes 

the 20th century they helped to feed the 

those gates to go and cultivate your little 
bit of Britain, life seems to slow down, becomes calmer may not know your kale from your cauliflower, but 

give it a go, talk to those people in muddy boots with 
dirty hands, they will teach you more than any text 
book.

In the future you will see and hear more from us as 
we try and build links with various groups within the 
Audley Parish, so if you can support us in any way 
please do, because Audley Allotment Association are 
‘growing for the future’.

Ian Rowley AAA Chairman. 
Contact us on  audleyallotments@gmail.com 

Ravensmead’s School Council 
Ravensmead’s School Council has been supporting 
Alzheimer’s Research during 
this year.  After various 
fundraising events including 
non uniform days, the School 
Council were pleased to invite 
a representative from the 
charity into school. 

On 18th July, Zoe from 
Alzheimer’s Research, came into 
school to be presented with a 
cheque from the School Council 
for £1500, which was above the 
school’s original target for this 
year. 

Children, Staff and Parents are 
extremely proud of their 
fundraising efforts this year.  The 
School Council would like to 
thank everyone who has 
supported them.

Ravensmead’s School Council 
Ravensmead’s School Council has been supporting 
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Forthcoming Events
Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 9th 
September at 3.00pm

You are invited to the Harvest Thanksgiving Service at 
3.00pm when the preacher will be Mr. Arthur Ford.  
Harvest produce will be sold after the service with the 
proceeds going to the Newcastle Foodbank.

Concert on Saturday 13th October at 7.00pm

You are invited to a concert featuring Audley Ladies 
Choir and other artists.  This concert is one of a series 
of events taking place during the 19 months of the 
Minnie Pit Disaster Centennial.

Church Anniversary Service on 19th October 
at 3.00pm

You are invited to the Church Anniversary Service at 
3.00pm (preacher to be confirmed).  This will be the 
occasion when the Church celebrates 151 years since 
the Chapel was built for worship.  All are welcome.  
The service will be followed by a tea.

Remembrance Sunday on 11th November 
2018 at 10.00am

This service at Halmer End Methodist Church will be a 
United Service with friends from St. John’s Anglican 
Church in Alsagers Bank.  Following the service there 
will be an Act of Remembrance at the Alsagers Bank, 
Cenotaph.

Shoebox Sunday (Operation Christmas 
Child) on 18th November 2018 at 10.00am.

Each year friends at Halmer End prepare shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child run by Samaritan’s 
Purse.  The shoeboxes will be brought into the service 
to be blessed before they start their journey to children 
overseas for Christmas.  You are invited to share this 
service with us.

Autumn Fayre on Saturday 24th November 
2018 from 12 noon to 2.30pm.

You are invited to the Autumn Fayre from 12 noon to 
2. 30pm.  Various stalls, refreshments available  
Admission is free.

You are also warmly invited to join us
each Sunday morning for our services at 10.00am.

Look out for more details on all these events on our 
website

www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk

New Guides and Rainbows 
Along with the 

Brownies in Halmer End

The leaders at Halmer End Brownies started a Girl 
Guide Unit for girls aged 10 to 14 when some of our 
Brownies became too old to stay in the Brownies as it’s 
for girls aged 7 to 10.  We started as a small group and 
now have spaces for other girls to join us.  The Girl 
Guides have just released a brand new programme for 
September 2018 that will shape our meetings and what 
we do.  

We’ve had some amazing adventures so far and plan 
on many more.  We will be camping on a pack holiday, 
attending a festival and completing badges such as 
bush craft, digital design, dancing and much, much 
more.  The beauty of our group is that the girls decide 
what they would like to do, it’s their meeting and the 
leaders aim to facilitate the group.  This is done in their 
own meeting space.  

We have had some interest from younger girls and 
have decided to open a Rainbows for girls aged 5 to 7 
years.  We would be happy to support a Rangers group 
should there be demand. (ages 14-25)  The leaders 
hope to support our local community by responding 
to interest and giving young girls in our village the 
opportunity to learn about themselves, find their voice, 
discover how to use it and feel empowered to do so 
and gain skills and confidence, so that they feel they 
can take risks and achieve wonderful things.  
You can register your daughter at www.girlguiding.org.
uk ( under information for parents, register your 
daughter.)

You can email us at halmerendguides@gmail.com 
or call Nicky on 07854375597

HALMER END 
METHODIST CHURCH
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A lot has happened in Rotary since the last copy of the 
magazine.

It is at this time of the year, July, that we say goodbye 
to our old president and say hello to the new one, who 
will take charge for the next twelve months.  More 
about the new president later but our retiring 
president, Paul Barrow who many of you know, gave a 
resumé of the things that we did as a club during his 
year.  Here is a summary of some of the things we 
achieved.  There are many more but limits on space 
dictates.

Rotary International President Ian Riseley asked us to 
‘MAKE A DIFFERENCE’ this past Rotary year.  We in 
Audley can be proud that we have achieved this goal.

We made a difference to members of the local 
community by supporting or providing equipment for 
junior cricketers and footballers, exciting days out for 
visually impaired children and their families and the 
screening of high school pupils for risk of heart 
defects.  Extended facilities at Halmerend Stute to 
increase usability for more members of the community 
and support for Audley 1st Responders as they 
increase their coverage area.  Blood pressure testing for 
shoppers at Freeport from which 10 people were 
referred to their GPs.

We made a difference to members of the 
International community.
Over 1100 people have a better quality of life as a result 
of our ‘LendwithCare’ supported projects, of which 
more later.  An Emergency Aid box was sent to a major 
disaster area to help a family left with nothing.  We 
helped Mary’s Meals feed 7 children for a whole year.  
Every £1 of our small change collection, for 
EndPolioNow will save 5 children from contracting a 
life changing disease

For Paul’s part, he became a Dementia Champion and 
created 49 Dementia Friends in the local community.  
These people now understand what is happening and 
why it happens to their loved ones and so will be able 
to provide better support as the Dementia progresses.  
He represents the club on the Audley Dementia Action 
Alliance panel and will continue to do so.  He has also 

collected over 100 bicycles to send to communities in 
Malawi, where the new mobility will help people get to 
work and so help them achieve a better standard of 
living for their families.  He should be very proud of 
what he has achieved during his year.

More on ‘Lend with Care’
LendwithCare is an initiative of the poverty-fighting 
charity, CARE International UK.  It is a revolutionary 
way to help some of the world’s poorest people work 
their way out of poverty with dignity.  It does this by 
providing small loans to entrepreneurs to enable them 
to set up or expand their businesses.  We contribute 
from £15 to £50 to each of these loans and receive 
monthly repayments until the loan is paid off. 
Two years ago, we invested £500 in LendwithCare. 
Since then, we have made 49 loans.  By recycling the 
repayments, we have loaned in total almost £1,200 and 
these loans have helped 352 entrepreneurs create 157 
jobs, as well as support over 1200 family members.  So 
far, we have had no defaulters because the people who 
take out these loans take great pride in paying them 
back on time.  We are only a very small part of Rotary’s 
efforts to help in this way and anyone can support 
LendwithCare.  Simply visit lendwithcare.com to see 
how you could make a difference.

Finally, a first for Rotary in 
Audley.  
Helen Chatfield, who many of 
you who use the library may 
know, took over from Paul, 
becoming the first lady 
president in the history of the 
club.  We wish her all the best 
in this landmark vocation.  
I’m sure she will be a great 
asset and provide new 
insights.  She is pictured here 
receiving the chain of office 
from Paul. 
If you would like to learn 
more about Rotary, please 

visit audleyrotary.co.uk and follow the links if you 
wish to get in touch.
                                             Ian Knight

Over 1100 people have a better quality of life as a result 
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ROTARY CLUB OF AUDLEY
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To support “Audley Parish Fights Cancer 2018” 
Archway Hair Design would like to offer customers the 
opportunity to have a chance to get a colour and cut or 
manicure or pedicure for just £5.  To take part all you 
need to do is pop into the salon, choose a number and 
leave your name.

TIME TABLE OF FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Friday September 7th
The ladies from St James’ Church will be serving tea, 
coffee and cakes from 9.45am to 11.45am.  They are 
also holding a raffle and the chance to pick up a 
bargain from their stall.
 
Saturday September 8th
There will be a beginners archery course set out in 
Leddys Field at the end of Hall Street by Audley Parish 
Bowmen from 10am to midday.

Monday September 10th
Alessi Charity Evening - £12.50 per head.  For tickets 
please contact Peter Shore on 01782 721069 or e mail 
petershore1@outlook.com .
 
Friday September 14th
Aspire Purple Pickers will be out and about in Audley 
with partners, the wider community and local schools 
making the village spick and span for the Gala Day.  
Delivering litter picks, bulky waste collection in certain 
locations as well as handing out lots of information on 
Aspire Services, this is to support Audley Parish Fights 
Cancer 2018, everyone is welcome to join us.
 
Saturday September 15th
News of our Gala Day has travelled far and wide!  We 
will be having visitors from OUTER SPACE, keep an 
eye out for the Storm Troopers in the village.

The parade will start from the Audley Community 
Centre at 11am.  It will be led by the 1st Porthill Scout 
Drumming Corps and British Legion standard bearers.  
Please come and join in the parade, it will be a great 
start to the day.
The Deputy Mayor and Town Crier will be appearing 
in the village during the morning, Shaun our local 
butcher will be doing his famous Hog Roast from 
11am and the Audley WI will be next to him selling 
their delicious cakes.
There will be lots going on all morning.  There is a 
Bouncy Castle and Hit Mix 107.5 our local radio 
station will be broadcasting live outside the Co.op.  
Please call in the Co.op there may be a surprise waiting 
for you.

The Star Bikers will be with us again showing us 
their beautiful bikes and Audley First Responders will 
be looking after us and joining in all the fun as well.

Get the children (and mums and dads) down to our 
face painter, the big colour is PURPLE.
The 1st Porthill Scouts Drumming Corps will perform 
outside Horsleys at 11.15am then on the Library car 
park later in the morning.

St James’ Bell Ringers will ring between 10am and 
midday, why not have a go?  
If anyone is interested in learning, the Bell Ringers will 
give you a lesson between 10 am and midday, also the 
Tower will be open this morning, this is a rare 
opportunity not to be missed with fabulous views of 
our lovely Parish.

Peak Pursuits will be having their Climbing Wall on 
the Library car park during the morning, please call 
into the Library and have a look at their Book Stall and 
enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and meet our wonderful 
volunteers, you will be most welcome.

Margaret and Tracy will be having a cake stall from 
10am to 2pm at 79 Church Street, they will be selling 
fresh and artificial PURPLE flower arrangements, 
please come along and support this worthy cause.

Pop into The Cobbles 36/38 Church Street for a 
PURPLE PUDDING and try winning a PURPLE 
prize, puddings will be served from 10am till they run 
out.

The 77th Audley Scouts Group will be setting up 
their stall in Church Street with lots of bargains to be 
found.

Linda and Paul invite you to their Audley Parish 
Fights Cancer Party on Saturday evening at The Swan 
Inn on Chapel Street, Bignall End.  Refreshments with  
entertainment and prizes for the best fancy dress.

All Gin Lovers make your way to the Plough Inn 
where we are holding a Gin Night. 

Don’t forget to call into the Boughey Arms where 
there will be great live entertainment, also a raffle 
throughout the week with a Major Prize to be won.

The Shire Horses will be outside the Boughey Arms 
at 12 noon so come on down and meet Bomber and 
Wainwright.
Saturday September 22nd
And it’s still not over! Audley Cricket Club will be 
having a Disco Evening and Raffle supporting Audley 
Parish Fights Cancer 2018 on Saturday evening 
September 22nd, please contact Audley Cricket Club 
on 01782 721063 for details.
Look out for the usual posters around the village as 
more events are arranged, also look out for posters 
about the Audley Patients Panel event, this will be the 
same time as the flu injections, so you can get your 
injection and support their event at the same time.

AUDLEY PARISH FIGHTS CANCER
SEPTEMBER 2018
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Audley Methodist Church 
Open4all; Open2God; Open4you!

Hello to you all!!  
It has been a busy time here at Audley Methodist 
Church since the last issue.  We held our second 
Audley Together in April.  It was once again a great 
atmosphere and we were astounded by the success 
once again.  We also held our first “Family History 
Day” where local Methodist record books were 
available for all to discover their ancestry.  

An Open Air Memorial Service was held in God’s 
Acre Cemetery led by Rev. Helen Hoe with musical 
accompaniment from Audley Brass Band.  

The weather was very kind and it was a wonderful 
service.  Most recently we held an Arts & Crafts day, 
with a mix of arts and crafts on display and the sale of 
homemade items. 

As we wind down for the summer and gear up for a 
busy autumn, it is with sadness that we write about the 
retirement of our Minister Rev. Helen Hoe, who 
retired at the end of July.  Helen has been a constant 
presence, with her husband Graham and they have 
helped to guide and shape our Church to be motivated 
and passionate about worship and outreach to the 
community.  
We are sorry to see Helen and Graham leave the area 
and they will be very much missed.  From all at 
Audley, we hope that you both enjoy your retirements 
and have plenty of memory making and family fun!!

As we enter a New Year in the Methodist Church, we 
have been blessed with a new Minister, Rev. Joy 
Ventom, who joined us in August.  
Rev. Joy will be Minister for Audley, Bradwell and 
Halmer End Methodist Churches and we would like to 
invite you all to welcome Joy to our wonderful 
Methodist Community.

Finally – please note there is a change to the Church 
Office hours – from w/c 10th September 2018, open 
times are 11am to 2pm, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday.

We look forward to seeing you all at our forthcoming 
events and welcoming you every Sunday for worship, 
at 10 30am and 6pm.

Forthcoming Events & Special Services 

Church Anniversary Service:  Sunday 3rd September 
2018 at 3pm.  This is the first opportunity to meet and 
greet Rev. Joy Ventom, followed by tea and cake after 
the service.

Audley Ladies Choir - Coffee & Song:  We host our 
annual Coffee and Song event, with music from 
Audley Ladies Choir.  Saturday 29th September 2018, 
between 10 30am and 12 30pm. Coffee, tea, raffle, etc.  

We look forward to sharing our morning with you.

Harvest Festival Services:  Celebrate Harvest with us at 
our 10 30am & 6pm services Sunday 30th September 
2018.  
We are having a Faith Afternoon tea starting at 4 
30pm, with our 6pm service to follow.  All welcome!!  
There is no charge and all donations go to Charity with 
a Harvest theme.
Minister: Rev. Joy Ventom - 01782 720267

Church Office hours: Wednesday, Thursday & Friday 
11am to 2pm

Tel: 01782 722755 or
 
email audleymethodist@btconnect.com

Jojo’s
Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

NUISANCE MOTOR CYCLISTS
Local Police Officers are aware of the nuisance 
motorcyclists within the area of Chesterton to Audley.
If anyone has Dashcam or CCTV or photographs of 
them would you please pass them on to PC J Moore as 
soon as possible via email.

Jeremy.Moore@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
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AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR
If you remember the spring edition of the News from 
Audley Male Voice Choir, the article opened with a 
very British obsession, the weather. 
It was “The Beast from the East” then, but in that 
article I wished for some sunshine for us all.

If all my wishes worked as well as that one has, I 
would be a millionaire.

This recent glorious climate has been good for Choir 
activities such as the annual Choir Bowling 
Competition.  This was a very relaxed fun Saturday 
afternoon at the bowling green at Barthomley.  This 
green is a little hidden gem and the day was idyllic.

The winner was our Chairman Ken Williamson and 
his playing partner Brian Hewitt.  We all agree that 
they were worthy champions. 

For both concerts at Loggerheads on the 9th of June 
and at Christchurch, Stone on Friday the 6th of July, it 
was so hot that we abandoned our splendid green 
jackets and sang in our white long sleeved shirts.

In these concerts mentioned above, we have been 
very well supported by our superb soloists.  They 
provide the variety and quality that audiences just love 
to hear.  But, it is not just the singers, our very able 
accompanist Ian Riddle also plays solo, and his dry 
humour when announcing his pieces always provides a 
laugh.
Recent concerts include :-
Christchurch, Stone on Friday the 6th of July,
Hugo Meynall School Loggerheads  9th of June.
On the 24th of June the Choir made the long coach 
journey to Swansea to rehearse for the Welsh Festival 
of Male Choirs, later this year at the Albert Hall, 
London.  Despite the long coach journey, through 
traffic chaos, the impressive performance of the 
conductor, Edward-Rhys Harry made this a very 
worthwhile event.
Trinity Church Llandudno 29th of July.  
Forthcoming concerts :-
Royal Albert Hall.  Welsh Festival of Male Choirs 
October 13th.  And of course, Victoria Hall on the 
11th of November.  As previously reported the 

learning of the songs in Welsh for the Royal Albert 
Hall, is proving a challenge to many of us, but we will 
succeed.  We are looking forward to enjoying the long 
weekend in London.
We fully expect the Victoria Hall Concert on the 11th 
of November to be a sell out and we are already taking 
orders for seats.

Audley Brass and the University Hospital Choir are 
big attractions in their own right and the date is most 
auspicious, exactly on the hundredth anniversary of 
the end of the first world war.  This gives us all an 
incentive to make the Concert a great experience. 
For tickets Contact Dave Eardley or Kath Eardley on 
01782 722723 or any Choir member.
Men out there, come and join us and enjoy the benefits 
that being in a choir bring. 
Try searching for “Benefits of Choir membership” in 
Google, you may be surprised to see how emphatically 
the case is made for joining. 

Just come down to Audley Central Methodist 
Church on a Thursday evening, you will be made 
welcome.  Look us up on the internet at www.admvc.
co.uk for more information.                                   Davie

learning of the songs in Welsh for the Royal Albert 

We are pleased to announce that two of our local ladies 
are part of the volunteering group at Ford Green Hall, 
Sandra Ginnis and Jeanne Robinson, are part of a 
group of volunteers which helps to run this award 
winning museum.

The Queens Award For Volunteering was presented 
to them on Saturday 28th July.  This is a very 
prestigious award from the Queen and is equivalent to 
an MBE.

Ford Green Hall was built in 1624 for a Hugh Ford, 
it is a fine example of a timber framed farm.
It was occupied by the Ford family for almost 200 
years.  Mr Ford was a farmer with 36 acres of land, 
sadly after the family left the house fell into decline 
and was eventually converted into 4 cottages.

The Hall offers visitors a fascinating insight into life 
at the time of the 17th century.  The rooms are 

furnished with an outstanding collection of textiles, 
ceramics and furniture.
The Hall is run by a charitable organisation led by 
volunteers and members of the local community.

Local Ladies part of award winning team

furnished with an outstanding collection of textiles, 

Local Ladies part of award winning team
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AUDLEY CINEMA CLUB
Cinema Club returns in September

Earlier this year the running of the Cinema Club was taken 
over by Winnie Rayner and Duncan Richardson 
representing Audley Community Events or ACE as it is 
known.

There have been several changes implemented in that the 
films now start a little later at 7pm and the choice of films 
have been more up to date.

The biggest change has been that, while staying youth 
orientated, entry has been opened up to everyone, 
hopefully encouraging the whole family to come along and 
enjoy the films.

Recent offerings have been Star Wars; The Last Jedi, 
Jumanji; Welcome to the Jungle, Thor; Ragnorok, Black 
Panther and our most successful showing to date, The 
Great Showman.

The Cinema Club is brought to you by the Audley Local 
Action Partnership & supported financially by Staffordshire 
Police and Crime Commissioner’s People Power Fund.  
Kindly hosted by Audley Community Centre.
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Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BUILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSULATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEL: 01782 720212  FAX: 01782 722089 
EMAIL:  sales@williamrileys.co.uk

WILLIAM RILEY & SONS LTD.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE - 
AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

            Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.

 SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS 

BULBS AND SEEDS
GARDENING NEEDS FOR ALL
GARDENING NEEDS FOR ALL

HORSLEYS

LOGS,  
COAL &  
STICKS 

FOR SALE

DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES

SAND | CEmENT | PLASTER

WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

GARDEN TOOLS

BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS

hORSE & DOG FEED

EvErything 
you nEEd undEr 

onE roof

H o rt i c u lt u r a l  &  D o m e s t i c  H a r Dwa r e

63 cHurcH street, auDley.  tel: 01782 720507

frEE LoCAL dELivEryfrEE LoCAL dELivEry frry



Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

At competitive prices. 
Tel 07989 567227

Brochures & Samples available

84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL

Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES AVAILABLE

 

DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS - 
CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 

Need to send a fax or have something 
laminated?  
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

Printers Ltd Festival Park Festival Way ST1 5TH.  01782  202440


