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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

 Monday Night is Cheese Night

Tuesday Night ‘Pool Night’        
Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ 
      £2.30 per pint  5pm-8p

REAL ALES

Draught & Cask Beers
Linda & Paul your host

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

CASK ALE
SPECIALS

50p Pint off
Mondays

ADVERTS

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING, 
HOLISTIC THERAPY,  

PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

Purity
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The Audley Remembrance Day Parade was held on the 
12th of November 2017 and started at the Scout Hall 
in Wereton Road Audley at 10am.  

There was a large number of uniformed youngsters 
and scout leaders leading the parade, ably assisted by 
the Police and the parade marshall, ex-serviceman 
Stuart Whalley.

A number of organisations were in the parade 
including the Parish Council, County Council, 
Millennium Green Trust, Mothers’ Union and the 
Children of Audley Residents Association.

The parade marched through Wereton Road, down 
into Queen Street and continued on through Vernon 
Avenue, Chester Road and finally up Nantwich Road 
towards the village.

The parade then joined the Audley Brass Band 

outside the Boughey Arms Public 
House and continued along 
Church Street to the Cenotaph.
There was a service held at the 
Cenotaph which was led by the 
Reverend Helen Hoe of Audley 
Methodist Church and the 
Reverend Simon Tomkin vicar of 
St James Audley. 

There was a large congregation of 
local people for the service where 

after hymns, prayers and the last post was played, 
numerous wreaths were laid around the Cenotaph 
from a wide range of organisations and individuals. 

After the service at the Cenotaph the uniformed 
groups and many others joined the congregation of St 
James’ for a service in the church where the flags of the  
groups were presented.

 
After the service refreshments were served in the 
Church Hall.  On this day of remembrance it was so 
moving to see both young and old standing together in 
unity.
The attendance was first class.

A great credit to the Parish of Audley. 
 Councillor Bert Proctor.

NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN
They gave their lives for us to be free.

Message from the Editor.
It’s a little late, but please accept my 
best wishes for the New Year, I hope 
for a happy healthy twelve months for 
one and all.

Our parish volunteers have once again 
been busy throughout the festive 
season.  We have had the pleasure of 
reasonable weather, just the flurry of 
snow now and then.

The village of Audley had once 
again its Christmas lights and the 
Audley Rotary Club placed their Tree 
of Life in the car park of the Audley 
library in memory of lost loved ones.

We need to congratulate Susan Moffat 
and her team of volunteers who 
organised the 100th Memorial Event 
in memory of the tragic mining 

disaster at the Minnie Pit Halmer 
End when 156 men and boys died 
on the 12th of January 1918.  This 
was a very emotional and moving 
ceremony spread over the 
weekend consisting of a number 
of events within and around 
Halmer End, supported by over 
500 visitors on the Saturday, an 
event to go down in the history of 
our community.
I would also like to thank Tom 
Dunn for the photographs he 
supplied of the event.
Finally I wish to remind anyone 
wanting to submit articles, 
advertisement or poster to please 
make sure we get them in early.  

Enjoy your read and we 
welcome your comments. 
                  Ernie Moulton Editor.
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Despite its dilapidated condition, 
it was so sad to see the recent 
demolition of the old wooden 
Pierpoint’s furniture and drapery 
store, then the land being 
prepared for a new construction.

The building had stood there 
for almost 100 years sitting in the 
hollow of New Road, Bignall End 
and had been a pivotal part of 
our community, providing 
furniture and drapery to many of 
our parish residents.

M.E. Pierpoint & Son is now 
just a memory and from what is 
still spoken about the business 
and the former owners by 
residents throughout our parish, 
is that the goods and services 
they provided are so sadly missed.

The wooden building was first purchased by Mr. 
Ernest Pierpoint from a large army camp that stood at 
Press Heath (near Whitchurch) in Shropshire back in 
1920, he can be seen centre standing outside the store 
in the photograph.

The building was then transported to the site in New 
Road, placed on firm brick footings and made secure, 
and then opened as a furniture and drapery store.

The two focal points to the building were two 
wooden carved heads of two Native American Indian 
women which were situated on either end of the front 
of the building, these can be seen in the earliest 
photographs above.

The wooden sculptures had been purchased by 
Ernest Pierpoint from one of the many house sales he 
would visit, from an old sea captain where he had 
rescued them from an old wooden galleon.

Ernest would often go to house clearance sale to 
provided his customers with secondhand furniture as 
an option to new.  Unfortunately the two sculptures 
were sadly stolen and they were never recovered.

A photograph of Ernest can also be found with three 
Native American Indians on the wall as you enter the 
Manor Hotel in Alsager, he would often use such 
promotional images for his business.

On the premature death of Ernest in the early 1930s 
the business was then taken over by his wife, Martha 
Elizabeth Pierpoint and her son, Ernest Dudley 
Pierpoint (know as Doug) to all who knew him, hence 
the name M.E. Pierpoint & Son.

Following the sudden death of Ernest who was a 
well known and most respected business man who 
sponsored local activities which included the then 
Audley Football Club, it was said that his funeral 
cortege stretched the length of New Road, a village 
paying its respects.

Over the next 20 years the business continued to 
flourish and then in the 1950s the store was passed 
over to and run by Mrs Beatrice Pierpoint who was the 
wife of Mr Ernest Dudley Pierpoint (Doug).  

In 1972 her daughter Gwyneth took over the 
business assisted by her mother Beatrice.  

Gwyneth had previously been employed in sales by 
the English Electric Company and Tricity Cookers 
Company.

In 1986 following 30 years service with the English 
Electric Company and Thorn / E.M.I. Gwyneth was 
joined by her husband Alan and together they 
successfully ran the business until Gwyneth and Alan 
retired in 1999.

I can’t imagine just how many households within 
our parish had been visited by both Gwyneth and 
Alan, so often seen driving around in the little green 
BMC pickup truck with a canvas rear storage area.  
Often loaded with either carpets, three piece suites or 
general household furniture.
I’m sure there are many households that still have 
quality furniture supplied by them, none of that held 
together with a hope and a prayer type furniture we 
now have to contend with.

I know for sure Gwyneth had a very high standard 
of quality when purchasing items of furniture to sell to 
her customers and in doing this, customers would 
always return for more.

After Gwyneth and Alan retired, the business 
continued for another seven years under new 
management but final closed in 2007 when the 
building was sold.  I’m sure if Gwyneth and Alan could 
have carried on, the business would still be flourishing 
now, so sad to see it disappear from our village.

But as they say as one page closes another opens and 
now the land is to have a new bungalow built on the 
original footing by Glyn Jennings and wife Ruth, Glyn 
is the son of the late Bill Jennings.

I have been informed that once the property is built  
which is thought to be by the summer of this year, they 
will name it ‘Pierpoint View’ a fitting tribute.

So as they say, recycling continues and the best of 
luck to the Jenning’s family and welcome to our 
village.  Finally it maybe gone but will never be 
forgotten.                                                                  Editor.

The End of an Era
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AARDWOLF 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FULLY INSURED
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

We once again have to congratulate Linda and Paul 
Shaw, landlady and landlord of the Swan Inn, Bignall 
End, for their fantastic charitable work in collecting 
over 100 Christmas presents, all of which were donated 
by their customers.

Their efforts were to try to bring a little joy and 
happiness to kids who would not receive any gifts 
during the Christmas Festival.

The presents were collected on behalf of the Ginger 
Bread Centre, who for over 40 years have helped the 
homeless families and single pregnant women around 
our communities.  Linda can be seen above 
surrounded with the presents all waiting to be 
delivered.

Operation Christmas Child
A big, massive, huge 
thank you to all those 
who took part in last 
year’s campaign for 
Operation Christmas 
Child, or the shoebox 
appeal as a lot of you call 
it.

We were able to send 
over 340 boxes and £560 
in donations to children 
overseas mainly in 

Eastern Europe.  We have a lot of people who also 
helped on the shoe box filling day in September, and 
this made a huge difference.

We had a fund raising effort at Alessi which brought 
in nearly £500 and this was used to buy items for the 
boxes.  The manager at The Works in Freeport 
generously gave us a discount, and if you are part of a 
business or are able to supply items at discount for us 
then do please get in touch with me.  Every little helps 
as they say. 

Can I take this opportunity to thank the Health 
Centre, the Library and Audley Methodists for being 
drop off points for us.  As there is a new administrator 
at St James’ church, who is in every morning, it will 
also be easier to drop them off at the church hall too 
this year. 
As we see Easter eggs already in the shops, Christmas 

seems a long time ago, but I know of at least one lady 
who has already filled two shoe boxes, and it is a good 
tip to start early to spread the cost.  You can always go 
online and find out what you need to get to take 
advantage of the many sales at the moment.

I cannot stress how grateful the team are for your 
continued support when there are so many other needs 
around us.
Homelessness is such a big issue at the moment and I 
was fortunate enough to have items handed to me for 
Bag4life, which I happily passed on to a local contact.

Thank you for giving of your time and money to 
support such worthy causes. 
OCC@knightingale.org.uk                        Josie Knight

SANTA HAD A SACK FULL
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I wish to introduce myself, my name is June Ward I’m 
a local resident, I was born and still live in the village 
of Audley.  

Since my retirement I have taken up the challenge 
to help raise the much needed funds for the Dougie 
Mac Hospice, a cause close to my heart. 

I myself have been involved in some form with 
theatre groups for sometime now and I decided to 
form my own musical group to produce musical 
themed events locally to help benefit Dougie Mac 
Hospice. 

MUSIC THRU THE DECADES is the name of the 
group and over the past two years I have produced 4 

MUSIC THRU THE DECADES shows and raised over £5000 and all monies raised 
have been donated to Dougie Mac Hospice, with just a 
small percentage being donated to local voluntary 
groups and schools for certain equipment they so 
desperately need.  

Each and everyone of our shows are of a musical 
theme using local voluntary musicians/ singers and 
dancers . 

Every show produced has been a tremendous 
success and with this success our events are now in 
great demand throughout the area.  This success has 
therefore brought many other demands on the 
volunteers who help to produce and provide the 
equipment we so desperately need.

I therefore wish to appeal to any local volunteers 
with skills in costume making, sewing, prop making to 
contact me.  We are in need of a quality handyman and 
we also have the need for ladies willing to help 
backstage and to assist the acts to dress and prepare for 
each of the performances. 

Any help would be very much appreciated and 
through this help we all would be helping those in 
need, especially the Dougie Mac Hospice. 

 
If you think you have the time and would like to 

become a part of our group for future shows, please 
give me a call on 01782 931086. 

June Ward.

Accountancy

Bookkeeping

Management Accounts

VAT

Payroll

Business & Personal Tax

Inheritance & Capital Gains Tax

Company Secretarial

Financial Management

Construction Industry Scheme compliance

Research & Development enhanced tax claims

Advice & Support you can count on

T 01782 720 541   
E richard@rbkca.co.uk
M 07791 998 167
Richard Kessel ACCA

Paying your accountant too much?

Registered with The Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants

If you’re asking yourself this question

then why are we different?

At RBK Accountants we share your honest hard working

values, which means we have a strong belief in value for

money. This ensures you are provided with a personable

and pro-active service throughout the year and not just

at year end.

We understand that no business is the same and provide
services such as:-

Contact us today for a free, relaxed and no obligation

meeting where we can discuss our wide variety of

services to meet your requirements.

Stuck for time during your working day be sure to

take advantage of our flexible meeting times in the

evening or weekends.

Registered certified advisors

for Cloud based accounting

software - Xero and

training/support. 
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Audley Fishing Club
PIKEY BLINDERS !
The predator season is in full swing and Bates Wood 
Lake is providing good sport for club members who 
brave the cold weather.

Just a sample of the pike caught recently by members 
of Audley Parish Angling 
Club.

To help promote the sport to 
the younger generation in 
the local area the club is 
offering free membership to 
under 16s for the rest of the 
season which finishes on 1st 
April 2018. 

In the first instance it will 
be limited to the first 25 
applicants.  Anyone wishing 
to take advantage of this 
should contact 
brianbillings@btinternet.
com for an application form.  
First come – first served!

The club also has a limited 
amount of fishing tackle to help newcomers take up 
the sport.  A lot of this equipment has kindly been 
donated by David Moulton (brother of Ernie Moulton 
– editor ACN!).

The Minnie Pit Centenary Memorial match dates have 
now been set, the senior match will take place on Bates 
Wood Lake on Saturday 12th May 2018 and the junior 
match for under 16s will take place on Cloggers Pool 
on Saturday 2nd of June 2018.  Both are limited to 20 
anglers only and are open to all members and non-
members. 

Junior match entrants will be encouraged to wear 
clothing appropriate to the year of the disaster, and 
where possible, use fishing tackle of the era.  

Audley Parish Angling Club will supply fishing 
‘whips’ to represent the way of fishing without a reel as 
was the practice back in 1918.

Prizes will be awarded for the ‘best dressed’ entrant 
and for the first, second and third places for the most 
fish caught.  The match will be free to enter – further 
details will be posted on the club’s Facebook page in 
March 2018.

The senior match will have an entry fee of £10.00 per 
angler and modern methods of fishing will be used.

As well as monetary prizes for first, second and 
third places, the APAC Rotary Club Shield will be 
awarded to the angler with the top weight of fish.

More details to follow nearer the match date which 
will be displayed. 

The club will be constructing four angling areas on the 
bank at Bates Wood to give anglers safer conditions 
and prevent further deterioration of the lake edges.  
These will be constructed from environmentally 
friendly materials to blend with the surrounding area.

The club worked closely with the Minnie Pit Memorial 
Committee and on Sunday 17th December 2017 we 
held a joint working party to tidy the memorial site in 
preparation for the commemoration march which took 
place on Saturday 13th January 2018.

All attending the march were given a brass key ring 
having a miniature miners lamp and a fob depicting 
the Minnie Pit winding gear as a memento of the 
event.  

The key fobs have been supplied by the pupils at the 
Sir Thomas Boughey Academy under the guidance of 
Mr William Potts and our thanks go to the Principle, 
Mrs Jane Hingley, and all involved for their support. 

The club also applied to Newcastle Borough Council’s 
Assisted Planting Scheme and was successful in 
receiving 50 native tree saplings, 500 daffodil bulbs and 
half a kilogramme of wild flower seeds.  
These have been set in and around the memorial area 
and should give enjoyment to all who visit the site for 
years to come.

Brian Billings Chair. A.F.C.

FRONT COVER IMAGE
Our front cover image was chosen for the excellent 
artwork produced and to continue with the theme of a 
tribute to the lives lost in the Minnie Pit Mining 
Disasters in January 1918.

The image was produced by 12 year old Maisie 
Smith, a Year 7 student at the Sir Thomas Boughey 
Academy School in Halmer End.

It is quite obvious Maisie is clearly a talented young 
lady, having produced such an excellent image.  The 
image was also one of a number of others created by 
students from the school, then produced into banners 
and used on the Memorial walk to the Memorial Site.

Maisie was also involved with the DT group which 
produced the commemorative fobs used at the 
memorial days event and was part of the group of 
students handing out commemorative Miners Lamps 
to all those who attended.  We wish to thank Maisie for 
allowing us the use of her image.  Editor.
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WE THANK YOU
On Friday 12th January 2018 we held a 
Fundraising Evening in aid of three groups 
which are close to OUR hearts, the North West 
Staffordshire Community First Responders 
(NWSCFR), a not-for-profit group which receives no 
government aid, the Parish of Audley Medieval Society 
(PAMS Audley), a local not-for-profit living history 
group, and the Medical Ancillary Aid Association 
(Medanaid) a registered charity which supports the 
relief of sickness, preservation of health and the 
promotion of good health.  Together with the help of 
Paul Sargent, Sandra Ginnis, Kathy Stubbs, Bignall End 
Cricket Club, M K Kitchens Catering, Dan Budd as 
Robbie Williams, and YOU, we raised £645 to share 
between the 3 causes – that is £215.00 per cause.

Since October 2016 YOU have helped to raise £4381.00 
for our local First Responders, £2516.00 of this was 
raised for two defibrillators, one sited outside Wood 
Lane Community Centre (the new base of the First 
Responders) and the other sited outside Rileys 
Hardware Store and Post Office in Halmer End.  We 

would like to continue with our fundraising 
so to this end here is how you can help us.

We have a Facebook Fundraising page called 
Raising Funds for the First Responders.  You 

donate items and I sell them on the page at very 
reasonable prices, the link is: https://www.facebook.
com/groups/Funds4AudleyParish/ or perhaps you 
would prefer to make a small monetary donation, in 
which case we accept those too, just ask for a Gift Aid 
Envelope, or maybe you would prefer to nip to the 
local Car Boot/Table Top held by P.A.M.S. Audley in 
the Audley & District Community Centre to buy from 
our NWSCFR Stall there, either way you can help us to 
help you when the need arises.

If you should need any further information about any 
of the above please contact:
PAMS Audley – Sandra Ginnis 07782349524
NWSCFR – Paul Sargent 07962265868
MEDANAID – Kathy Stubbs 07790021224
Facebook Fundraiser – Dawn Dobson 07921450599

Thank you for taking the time to read, and support us. 
Kindest Regards 
Dawn Dobson

FEATURES
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Audley Male Voice Choir
It is hard work at rehearsal at this time of the year as 
we have a lot of new music to learn for our 
forthcoming year’s commitments.

Yes we do have fun as well, but the two hours of 
rehearsal seem to fly past when we have this amount of 
music to bash into our brains in a relatively short time.

We had a lively programme of events at the back half 
of 2017 including concerts and a Christmas Choir 
social.

We sang at two Remembrance events, the first on 
the 9th of November at Hartshill Church in a joint 
Remembrance concert with the University Hospital 
Ladies Choir and in the second, our own Choir led the 
community singing at the Remembrance Service at the 
Hanley Cenotaph on the Sunday 12th of November.

On the 25th of November, at Audley Methodist 
Church we were proud to be singing in support of 
Cardiac Risk in the Young (CRY).  Their excellent 
work in screening young people in helping to prevent 
early adult sudden death is invaluable and is sadly 
relevant to some local bereaved families.

On the 16th of December we were guest artistes 
with the Audley Ladies Choir, Denise Leigh and Stefan 
at the biennial Christmas Concert at St. James’ Church, 
Audley.  £1000 was raised with half going to The 
Douglas Macmillan Hospice and half to the Donna 
Louise Trust.

The final event of the year was a 
Choir Christmas Party which was 
held at the Masonic Hall in 
Kidsgrove where the Choir was 
delighted to present a “This Is Your 
Life” show for Geoff Statham, one 
of our oldest and best loved 
members who has completed fifty 
years with the Choir.

With his characteristic modest 
nature he tried to suppress notice 
of this fantastic achievement but 

we have to record such outstanding service with our 
Choir.

The really big event in October was the Choir 
Concert Tour to Oban and the West of Scotland.  It 
was acclaimed by everybody as a tremendous success.  
It was very satisfying singing to a capacity audience in 
Oban Cathedral after having also held a memorable 
Concert in the Mackintosh Memorial Church in Fort 
William.  The highlight of the tour however was a ferry 
trip across to Mull and then to the Isle of Iona, see 
picture top right.  The choir was privileged to perform 
a short recital in the iconic, small and rugged Iona 
Abbey.  Many thanks to our indefatigable organiser 
Peter Thomson, his committee and also Lochaber 
Rotary for assistance with organising the concerts.

For a full report on the Oban St John’s Cathedral 
Concert, search for Oban Rotary on the internet and 
within the Activities Section of their site you will find 

the Audley Male Voice Choir visit report.
If you cannot use the internet at home your local 

Library may help you look for this.
Overall the tour was very special and will be long 

remembered by those who took part.

On February 15th we attended a concert at St Paul’s 
Church, Longton.

Yet another social event, the annual Choir dinner, is 
next, being held on the 24th of February at the Manor 
Hotel in Alsager.  On Saturday March the 3rd we visit 
Congleton Methodist Church in Wagg Street for a 
Concert commencing at 7.30pm.

On Sunday July 29th we are off to the seaside to try 
to repeat our success from last year at the Trinity 
Church Llandudno for a Concert commencing at 8pm. 
(Immediately following last year’s concert we were 
invited to return again this year!)

Our main events this year include a weekend in the 
Capital on October 12th to the 14th where we respond 
to an invitation from the London Welsh Male Voice 
Choir to participate in the 26th London Welsh Festival 
of Male Choirs at the Royal Albert Hall.  Second, but 
no less significant is our main Victoria Hall Concert.

This is on a very special day, Sunday November 11th 
2018.  One hundred years, to the day, of the signing of 
the Armistice which ended the First World War.

Audley is making its own contribution to the 
commemoration of this historic event.

We will be joined on stage by our friends Audley 
Brass and the University Hospital Ladies Choir.  
I mentioned at the beginning of the article that we are 
working hard at the present time.  This work is aimed 
at being ready for the two big events and our other 
concerts during the year.  Singing in a Choir, like 
Audley, is very rewarding and the companionship and 
the feeling you get when you know you have 
entertained an audience is worth a lot of effort.

If you want to be part of this bold band of choristers, 
come along to the Audley Methodist Church Hall on 
Thursday Nights at 7:30 pm.  

You will be made very welcome and it is a lot better 
than watching TV!                                                 Davie

FEATURES
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Tai Chi For Health and Well Being 
The Institute in Halmer End is a real home 
for the ever increasing membership of Tai 
Chi for Health and Well Being.
Originating in China centuries ago, we in 
the west are now enjoying the health 
inducing benefits from Tai Chi.

These amongst many others are, a sense of 
calm, improvement in balance, brain 
function, coordination, muscle discomforts, 
rehabilitation from surgery, stress is reduced 
and self confidence increases
.
Members range in ages from 50 to 80+ years 
and come from Chesterton, Audley, Silverdale, 
Miles Green and Halmer End.
Comments include “ It’s great fun and I look 
forward to each class.”
“I feel much calmer and relaxed from when I 
first arrived.”
“I am aware of my posture and balance and how Tai 
Chi improves them.”
“The class members are fantastic and so patient with 
each other, my self confidence has grown.”
“Stress has been part of my life for so long now, I know 
to breathe things away.”

Classes are weekly at the Stute, Wednesday 10am to 
11.30am and there are free taster classes available.

Minnie’s Tea Rooms next door supplies great lunches 
tea, coffee and snacks after the class.
For more information please contact Heather on 
01782 721097 or 077733067.

In issue 58 of our magazine we asked if anyone 
knew the correct spelling of the village name 
Halmerend or Halmer End and we have received 
the following information from a born and bred 
Omerend Lad, John Willet. 

We will now leave it to our readers to have 
their own views as to what is right or wrong.
John writes the following!

Halmer End or Halmerend to continue with 
the debate on what’s right or wrong ?

The term end at the end of place names across 
our green and pleasant land refers to an area of 
land given to a lord or other land owner.

Staffordshire has more than its fair share with 
Halmer End, Knowl End, Eardley End, Mill End 
and not forgetting Bignall End being some of 
them.
The miss spelling of the name Halmer End 
possibly arises from the potteries dialect 
pronunciation softening the edges of the words to 
form the sound Omerend and over time the 
pronunciation has transformed people’s 
interpretation of the name, local signage only 
confused things as road signs say Halmerend but 
signs on the gas station at Wereton Road says 
Halmer End.

I was born and raised in Halmer End and to 
me it will always be OMEREND.
May the debate continue.
                                           John Willet, Bignall End

Is It? or Aint It?

HALMER END 
C.I.C INSTITUTE 

2018 
BEER FESTIVAL

WESLEY PLACE
HIGH STREET
HALMER END

ST7 8AQ

Thursday June 7th

Friday June 8th

Saturday June 9th

Sunday June 10th

FREE ADMISSION

AT LEAST 20 REAL ALES
ALSO A SELECTION OF CIDERS

Bottled Beers & GIN BAR
Hot Food and Refreshments available

To sponsor a Barrel or part Barrel
Please Contact Mike:

 on 077950 97032

FEATURES FROM HALMER END
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email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk   www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk 
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Your Will in the privacy and comfort 
of your own home. 

Our professional friendly consultant 
will visit you at your convenience.

Have You 
Made YOUR 
Will Yet?

Wills & Trusts  Probate Services  Executor Services
Trustee Services  Deeds of Variation 

Lasting Powers of Attorney

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

Please Contact 

Sue Osborne

07971 496 825 
sosborne@jwals.co.uk

Once again the staff at Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School in Halmer End were very happy for us to 
organise a Christmas lunch at the school, where we 
invited senior citizens who live on their own from the 
surrounding area.

Thanks to the students of the school who prepared, 
cooked and served the excellent food, making the 
afternoon a resounding success, as seen in the photo 
above.  SANTA arrived with a sack full of presents one 
for each of the guests.  The presents were a gift from 
the staff at a London school.

After Santa’s visit the students sang Christmas songs, 
played musical instruments, organised games of bingo 
for all to enjoy.  Sir Thomas Boughey staff kindly 
bought the prizes for all the games.  It was so pleasing 
to be able to work so closely with the school, its staff 
and students.
LAP or Local Action Partnership have now launched a 
new project and money has been donated from the 
Police Crime Commissioners People Power Fund to 
help set up a Cinema Club.  The necessary equipment 
has been purchased now enabling us to show films at 
the Audley & District Community Centre to adults on 
a Wednesday afternoon.  When the film has finished 
we offer tea, cakes and a chat.  We also provide a film 
show for teenagers on a Friday evening.
We at LAP are so grateful for the support we receive 

from the committee at the Community Centre 
allowing us to use the hall.

LAP is now involved in plans to make the parish of 
Audley a dementia friendly area.

If you are interested please get in touch with me.
In order for the LAP group to continue we need more 
support and new members to our committee, as some 
of our team will be leaving the area soon.  Our next 
meeting will be held at Durber Close, 10am Tuesday 
27th Feb.  We would be so pleased to see you.
Jane Lancaster 01782 720231 or t.lanc@tiscali.co.uk.

L.A.P AUDLEY

Unit 2 Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Staffordshire, ST5 6NR. www.korefitness.co.uk for more information
Enquiries: Karl 07947 566670   Jess 07376 363757     facebook/korefitnessuk

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

6.15am 
(Booking only)

10am 
Mixed circuit 

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

6.15am 
(Booking only)

10am 
Mixed circuit 

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

7- 8am  
Mixed full  
body blast

8am 
KoYoga

9- 10am  
Beginners class

5.30 - 6.30pm  
Mixed full  
body circuit

6.30 - 7.30pm 
Spinning

7 - 8pm  
Ladies only  
class with Vicky

8pm  
Box-A-Pump

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Boys circuit  
class ages 13-15

5.30 - 6.30pm 
Mixed full  
body circuit

7.00pm 
KoreCross

5.30pm  
30 minute blast

6.15pm 
30 minute blast

6.30 - 7.30pm 
Spinning

7 - 8pm  
Ladies only  
class with Vicky

6.15 - 7.15pm  
Mixed full  
body circuit

6.00pm 
30 minute blast

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

SPORTS 
MASSAGE

Now available!
Treatments for specific  

injuries to general aches  
and pains. Appointments 
available for individuals, 
sports teams and clubs.

GET IN TOUCH FOR PERSONAL TRAINING 
AND PROFESSIONAL NUTRITIONAL ADVICE

FEATURES
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Kathleen Upton - Plant
Kathleen 
sadly passed 
away at her 
home in King 
St  Audley on     
December 
8th 2017 aged 
93.

Kath, as 
she was 
known to all 
her friends, 
died 

peacefully without any pain.  She suffered a stroke 3 
and a half years ago which left her paralysed and 
speechless.  Her family, son David, daughters Valerie 
and Erica along with Jackie, Maureen and her 
grandchildren loved and cared for her.  We all 
managed between us to keep her smiling.

Kath was born in 1924 to Anne and Daniel Brayfied 
but when she was very young her father was killed in 
an explosion at the Minnie Pit where he was a miner.

After leaving school she worked at Enderley Mills 
until joining the WRAC where she became a corporal, 
stationed down south.

It is with great 
regret that the 
family of Stuart 
Platt announce 
that Stuart 
aged 76 of 
Miles Green 
passed away on 
December 20th 
2017. 

Stuart was 
the loving 
husband of 

Ann, devoted dad of Tracey and Richard and father-in-
law of Robert and Cheryl.

He was also a very proud grandad of Daniel, James, 
Evie and Ella as well as a respected brother of Ray and 
the late Barrie and dear brother-in-law of Wendy, 
Sylvia and Albert.  Much loved cousin, uncle and great 
uncle. 
Stuart was born in Chesterton on April 27th 1941, and 
his early years were spent with his family in Red Street 
and Chesterton, which included living in the Dragon 
pub, where his mum Ruby was a barmaid.

Upon leaving school Stuart started his working life 
as an electrician, working for Sid Chadwick in 
Newcastle, before his training at Kemball which 
preceded working at Hanley Deep and Wolstanton 
colliery, as an apprentice electrician.

Upon completing his apprenticeship he took a job at 
Lucas Rists as an Electrical Test Engineer, where he 
continued to work for 39 years progressing to 
departmental manager before his retirement in 1999. 

Stuart met Ann his wife-to-be in 1958 at the Boughey 
Hall in Audley, during a ‘bop’ dance and they married 
in October 1962.

After marrying, Stuart and Ann lived in London 
Road Chesterton before moving to Church Street 
Audley in 1965, where they would live until 2004.

It was during this period that Stuart adhered himself 
to the village he so loved as he became an integral 
member of Audley Football Club where he would help 
in the construction of the clubhouse as it is today, 
which is a fitting legacy.

During his time at Audley FC he ran both youth and 
senior teams, became club secretary, groundsman and 
eventually Club President.  Stuart loved his sports and 
would be a regular attendee at football matches 
involving Audley and cricket matches at Bignall End.

In addition to this he ran the Boughey Arms darts 
team in the late 70s early 80s and would partake 
financially in the Sport of Kings every day. 

There is so much more that could be said about 
Stuart which would be a fitting tribute to such a 
fantastic and well-respected person of the Parish, but 
actions speak louder than words.

Testimony to this was Stuart’s funeral service which 
took place at St James’ the Great in Audley on January 
18th 2018, where over 300 people were in attendance.

He will be sorely missed by all his family, friends 
and by many more people within the community and 
beyond.

Stuart’s family would like to thank all who attended 
Stuart’s funeral and for the cards, messages, letters and 
support they received after Stuart’s passing, which was 
much appreciated, as were all the donations made to 
Audley Community First Responders and Cardiac 
Risk in the Young (CRY), in memory of Stuart.

A Tribute to Stuart

After the war she left the army and started work at the 
North Staffs hospital and then a childrens home in 
Newcastle.  Her next job was working locally as a 
home help and finally senior carer at Wilbrhams 
House in Audley where she worked full time until she 
was 84 years old.

Sadly she lost her husband Ken in 1995, but her 
work kept her going.  She was always an active woman, 
so for her 80th birthday we treated her to a micro 
flight over her own village.  This resulted in Kath  
being on TV entitled “Super Gran.”  She then went on 
to be nominated as a local hero where she was praised 
by local celebrities and a standing ovation by an 
audience at the Moat House hotel.

Kath’s children and grandchildren will miss her 
dearly.

Her funeral service took place on December 19th at 
St James’ church, Audley, followed by cremation at the 
Bradwell Crematorium.  Kath will now be reunited 
with her husband Ken in the Audley Methodist Chapel 
cemetery, Bignall End.

Kath’s family wish to thank all her friends, the local 
doctors and nurses at the Health Centre and the local 
pharmacy, also the staff at Agincare and Horne Bros 
for their care and support.

Thanks Mum, RIP with Dad.

BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES
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When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

Tribute Reginald Proctor
I was saddened to hear of the death of Reginald 
Proctor aged 86 years who passed away on the 6th of 
December 2017, following a short illness.

Reg was my brother Harvey Austin’s closest friend 
and we had known him for more than 77 years since 
we moved to live in Church Street Audley in 1939.
Reg was often at our house and I have many happy 
memories of him.

Reg was well known in the Audley village and 
became a Bell Ringer at St. James’ Church at a very 
early age and he continued to ring the church bells for 
many, many years.

He will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
Reg leaves doting partner Maureen, he was a loving 
father, much loved grandad and brother.

The funeral service took place at St. James’ Church, 
Audley on the 21st of December followed by cremation 
at the Bradwell Crematorium.

All donation went to Alzheimer’s Society and Douglas 
Macmillan Hospice.               Betty Cope ( East Sussex).

64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available

Nails
Eye Treatments

Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning

Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments

Tel: 01782 922800

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00

Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Gift vouchers 
available.

Book  
early for all 

appointments.

John Harrison
John aged 77 years, peacefully passed away on the 9th 
December 2017 in the care of  the Royal Stoke 
University Hospital.

John was the dearly beloved husband to Cynthia 
and a devoted and loving father to son the late Alan.
He will be sorely missed by his loving family and the 
many friend who knew him.

The funeral service was held at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on Thursday 4th January 2018.
All donations in memory of John were donated to 
Cancer Research UK.
To all family and friends, please accept our 
condolence.

S u n d a y  2 0 t h  M a y  2 0 1 8  
a t  3 p m

God's Acre Cemetery 
Open Day & Memorial 

Service

Saturday 19th May 2018 
10am to 2pm

BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES
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Christmas Events At Ravensmead Primary School
Early Years Christmas Workshop Reception and 
Nursery took part in a Christmas workshop 
completing various activities including singing 
Christmas songs on stage.

Parents and grandparents were able to work 
alongside their child getting into the Christmas 
spirit playing festive bingo, making decorations, 
sharing their handmade mince pies and a fun music 
session.

It was lovely to see everybody having a good time.
      
During December the Nursery and Reception 
children also went to Audley Methodist Chapel to 
celebrate Christmas and to remember why 
Christmas is important.

Once again our celebrations were shared with our 
good friend Rev. Helen Hoe. 

Year 2 Class Assembly: The Great Fire of London
On Thursday 14th December, the children in Year 2 
took to the stage and performed for family and 
friends, retelling the story of the Great Fire of 
London, using their singing and acting skills.

The children all looked amazing in their costumes 
which parents had created to take all of the children 
back in time to look like a Londoner in 1666.

Christmas Service at St James’ Church
This year, to celebrate the birth of Jesus, all of Key 
Stage 1 walked to St James’ Church to sing and 
remember with Rev. Simon Tomkins.

Year 1 led the service with their version of the 
Christmas story, with all children speaking, singing 
or playing an instrument.  Parents joined us at the 
church, which added to the festive cheer.

The Key Stage 2 children were proud to present their 
Christmas production - ‘Santa’s on Strike’ to an 
audience of friends and family.

Through action, song and dance, the children had 
to prove to Santa that they really deserved their 
presents this year!

Fortunately they were successful!  The audience 
thoroughly enjoyed the show.

To finish our Autumn Term in preparation for the 
Christmas festivities, Key Stage 2 walked up to our 
local church in Audley; St James’ Church.

Here the children, along with parents sang songs 
and through the children’s teachers the story of 
Christmas was told through an interactive Nativity 
presentation.

The atmosphere was a true delight and was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone there.

Thank you again to one of our parents and friend, 
Rev. Simon Tomkins.

RAVENSMEAD PRIMARY SCHOOL
CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP

LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWS
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We must begin by wishing everyone a very Happy 
New Year. 

Since the last publication, the Year 7 pupils have 
experienced their first Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School Christmas concert to great acclaim.

Despite the original performance being 
postponed due to the snow and ice, the 
rescheduled performance was fantastically well 
supported and we would like to thank everyone 
who was able to attend.

Great thanks must also go to the Y7 students 
who acquitted themselves admirable.

Our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 4th November 
2017 was a huge success.

Proceedings were opened in thumping style by 
the 1st Porthill drum corps whose dedicated 
practice shone through as they performed a range 
of pieces that left the audience rapt. 

Thank you to all who helped to make the 
afternoon so enjoyable.  It was wonderful that so 
many people supported the Christmas Fayre and 
helped us raise a substantial amount for charity.  

Thank you once again to all the pupils, staff and 
parents who really went the extra mile to help 
those less fortunate.

On the 7th December some of our Gifted and 
Talented Y10 students attended a workshop at 
South Cheshire College in preparation for 
submitting an entry into the Orwell Youth prize 
for Political Writing.  This is our 3rd year of entering 
this national award.  The final is held at Oxford 
University and last year the school’s entries received a 
‘highly commended’ and ‘Runner up’ placing.  This 
competition is open to all schools (state and private/
public) and so gives us an indication of just how 
talented some of our students are.  We are very proud 
of our record to date in the Orwell Youth prize and 
hope this year’s entries can achieve as much as last 
year. 

The season of festivity however continued apace and 
as the pupils were at South Cheshire College, many of 
the pupils of yesteryear were attending the Audley LAP 
Christmas Party.  Distinguished local residents joined 
us for an early Christmas party.

There was much conversation, music and merriment 
in anticipation of a visit from Father Christmas himself 
and he didn’t disappoint.  The lunch was made by our 
Year 11 students and they did a fantastic job in making 
sure our guests went home feeling delightfully full, see 
photo’s attached.

We hope everyone enjoyed themselves and we are 
looking forward to next year already. 

On the 6th February, school held its annual Mock 
Interview Evening for Year 11.  Pupils who attended 
received invaluable experience of what to expect in a 
‘real’ job interview.  They were given feedback on the 
documents they had prepared as well as general 

feedback on how they could improve their interview 
technique.

Our thanks to everyone who played a part – whether 
it be as an interviewer or supportive parent / relative.

And finally, moving forward, it’s that time of year again 
where Year 10 pupils are in the process of applying for 
their work experience placements, due to take place 
between Mon 25th June 2018 and Friday 6th July 2018.  

As was mentioned in the last edition of this 
publication, if you are able to provide a placement 
(lasting either one or two weeks) please contact Miss 
Carter (r.carter@stb.academy) at the school.

Sir Thomas Boughey High School

LOCAL SCHOOLS NEWS
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             PEGI WILDE FOOT HEALTH 
              DipCFHP, MPSPract         

                
                 Foot Care with a gentler touch!

   
   (A Complete Foot Care Service)
  Callus and hard skin removed
  Corns treated
  Routine nail trimming
  Thickened nails reduced
  Ingrown nails treated
  Diabetic foot health and advice

Treatments in the comfort of your own home. 
Evening and Saturday appointments available by arrangement.

Gentlest treatment methods used.
All equipment fully sterilised.

Phone 07715 128962   pegi.wilde@hotmail.co.uk

Eric’s Walks
Trent and Mersey Canal and the Potteries 
Loop Line from Bathpool.

The first walk of the year, an Urban 
Wander, with the Bignall End Walking 
Group, started out from the Bathpool car 
park on Peacock Hay Road.  This walk was 
an attempt to go for an enjoyable walk but 
without too much mud!

From the car park, turn left onto Peacock 
Hay Road, past JCB and right at the 
roundabout, then access the canal via a 
small track at the side of a bungalow.

We had a look at the south end of the 
Harecastle Tunnel, the first tunnel through Harecastle 
Hill for the Trent and Mersey Canal was constructed 
by James Brindley between 1770 and 1777.  Brindley 
died in 1772 and so did not live to see its completion.  

Due to the amount of traffic and the slow process of 
legging through the Tunnel, the Harecastle was 
becoming a major bottleneck on the canal.  It was 
decided to commission a second tunnel to be built by 
Thomas Telford.  Due to advances in engineering, it 
took just three years to build, and was completed in 
1827.  It had a towpath so that horses could pull the 
boats through the tunnel.  After its construction it was 
used in conjunction with the Brindley tunnel, with 
each tunnel taking traffic in opposite directions.

The Brindley Tunnel closed in the 1970s, and now 
traffic is regulated and the tunnel has an artificially 
induced draft to keep the air breathable.  The route 
now follows the canal to Westport Lake.

Our route, after coffee at the Visitor Centre on 
Westport Lake, (Staffordshire Wildlife), was along the 
disused Potteries Loop Line through Tunstall towards 

Kidsgrove.  The line was constructed during the 1870s 
and was closed during the Beeching years in 1964.  The 
footpath replacing the railway is easy walking and as 
I’ve said before, relatively mud free.  Follow the Loop 
Line via Tunstall and Pitts Hill into Birchenwood 
Country Park and just before the Kidsgrove Tunnel, 
take the steps to the left and cross the A50 and walk 
along Stone Bank Road opposite until a sharp left bend 
is reached.  Take the footpath on the right of the bend 
and drop down through a wooded area.  At a junction 
of paths continue ahead, still going down and when 
the path reaches a road, stay on it to where the road 
comes to a junction.  Cross the junction and enter 
Bathpool Park.

Turn left immediately before the car park and follow 
the track parallel to the railway until the first bridge is 
reached over the railway.  Cross the bridge then go 
immediately left, walking alongside the lake to its far 
end.

Bathpool is a reservoir originally built to provide 
water to Birchenwood coal processing plant.
Finally follow the tarmacked path through the Park 
back to the car park.

This walk is just over 7 miles and climbs a total of 390 
feet, easy walk for all and a change to my normal 
walks.  A great way to walk off the Christmas Pud!  
Happy New Year All.
Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook as can Bignall 
End Wanderers.

GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.
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Views from the 
Vicarage:
Dear Friends,
I guess I won’t be the only person in 
this edition of Audley Community 
News who mentions the bus service.

I don’t know how the decision to 
cut the service back was taken, but there’s something 
really frustrating about it.

For all I know, there may have been excellent 
reasons for the decision, but it’s hard for us to see 
them.  This may be totally unfair, but it feels like a 
decision taken by some distant and uncaring authority 
figure who none of us really expect to be sympathetic 
to our concerns.

My hunch is that lots of people feel the same way about 
God.

We naturally think that (if he exists), he’s an 
authority figure who’s far off, uncaring, and unaffected 
by the things that happen to ordinary people a long 
way below him.  It’s not as if God knows what it’s like 
to wait in a queue.

When people say that they can’t believe in a god like 
that, I’m just relieved I don’t believe in a god like that 
either!

God says to his people in the Bible ‘Do not be afraid 
for I am with you…I will strengthen you and help 

you’....
If the Bible is true, 

God certainly is an 
authority figure – it 
says he has all authority 
over everything.  But 
he’s not distant – we 
remember at Christmas 
that Jesus is the God 
who is with his people in our weakness and 
frustrations.

He’s not uncaring – we remember at Easter that 
Jesus is the God who died to save the people he loves.  
He’s suffered far more at the hands of unjust authority 
than any of us ever could.

And amazingly, he invites us to ask him for help in 
any of the big things or the little things that overwhelm 
us day to day.  

I find that a great relief when I’m getting worked up 
about things.  It means that however difficult and 
frustrating our day-to-day experience of authority can 
be, the universe is ultimately being run by someone 
with greater authority, compassion and sympathy than 
we can begin to imagine.

With love and best wishes,

Simon Tomkins
Vicar, St James’, Audley and St John’s, Alsagers Bank
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Your local tree surgery company

Al l  types  of  tree  and  hedge work undertaken
Ful l  tree  removal ,  tree  reduct ion,  tr imming,  th inning  and  tree  stump removal .

Logs  avai lab le  -  FR E E del ivery

For  a  no  ob l igat ion  quote  p lease  ca l l  A lex  on  07530 415072

R e l i a b l e  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  i n s u r e d ,  b a s e d  i n  B i g n a l l  E n d

a l facontracts@mai l .com

St James 
Mothers’ 
Union
Can I take this 
opportunity to wish all 
the readers a very 
happy new year from 
us all at Mothers’ 
Union.  Many of you 
from the village have 
supported our events 
over the past year and 
continue to do so.

We do value your support and remind you all that you 
are welcome to join any of our branch meetings at St 
James’ Church Hall on the third Thursday of each 
month, starting with a cuppa at 7:15pm.

There will be current information going into the 
library soon, so do check for our planned speakers 
over the next twelve months. 

In November Simon Tomkins spoke to us about the 
difference Jesus can make to your self esteem, and we 
were all encouraged by his words.  We also held a small 
vigil for the 16 Days of Activism.  This is a time each 
year when the issue of gender based violence is 
highlighted.  It is a wide ranging topic from forced 
marriage, taking young girls abroad for FGM, modern 
slavery and abuse of both men and women.
Mothers’ Union campaign hard on these issues and in 
some cases, as in Kenya, the act of FGM has now been 
made illegal.  We continue to pray for this terrible act 
to be made illegal worldwide and for the support for 
those women who refuse to let their daughters 
undergo this, despite pressure from their communities.

In December we had a good mixture of songs, prayers, 

games, fellowship and lovely food at our Christmas 
meeting and we presented Annette Dodd with flowers 
and a gift in recognition of her faithful years of service 
to Mothers’ Union as Branch Leader.  We are so 
pleased to say she is now well on the way to recovery.

I would like to thank all who helped over the past 
year in any way to support me and hope that this year 
brings new ideas, new members and a lot of fun.

In February we will be having a gentleman named 
Keith Davies from Christian Solidarity Worldwide 
come to speak to us.  They support Christians who 
have been imprisoned because of their belief, having 
committed no crime and often kept in terrible 
conditions, unlike the prisons in this country.

They encourage people to send letters and postcards 
of encouragement to them.  It promises to be an 
informative evening. 

In March Harp of Gold will be speaking to us about 
their work in the community and how their group 
came about.  I am sure many of you will have already 
seen them at various activities around the village.

Do support these speakers and encourage them in 
the valuable work they are doing.

In April we have planned a trip to Bridgemere for an 
afternoon tea and to do some shopping, so there will 
be no meeting in the evening.

The summer trip to Moreton in Marsh and Stratford 
has already been booked and we will be taking 
bookings for that soon.
It will be on Tuesday 31st July (Market day), so 
hopefully will not clash with any other planned trips in 
the village.

 I would love to see you at any of these events and 
we pray that this year will be a peace filled year.

Josie Knight
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C. W. Mottram  
Funeral Services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
Eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2018
Since our last update at the end of 2017 the football 
club has lost a valued member of the club, in the form 
of Stuart Platt.  

Unfortunately Stuart passed away on 20th December 
and he will be sorely missed by all connected with the 
club.

Stuart was still an avid supporter of the club borne 
from the days where he helped to form the club when 
Wereton Queens Park and Audley Lads & Dads 
amalgamated in 1985.  

During his time with the club he ran or helped to 
run many sides and was a trustee of the Club, Secretary 
of the Club and finally Club President.  It is due to 
Stuart and the other committee members from this era 
that the club exists today.  Thanks to all the unsung 
heroe’s who made this possible.  

Talking of unsung heroes the club is indebted to so 
many people who fall into this bracket, from the 
coaches, managers and secretaries of all our teams as 
well as all the sponsors that help to support these 
teams financially, through purchasing strips, 
equipment and supporting the club’s fundraising 
events.  

Without this financial assistance the club would 
struggle to fund the teams they run.  Many of our 
sponsors are local business men and women that are 
only too glad to come forward in order to provide 
financial support, which is fundamental in the club 
providing football for the 150 players we have.  
Gratitude to all those who help our village football club 
to run, be it through either physical or financial 
commitment.  

You can be extremely proud of yourselves.  

Best Regards Richard Platt Chairman

CONGRATULATIONS
We at the Audley Community News wish to 
congratulate Lorna and Dan, owners of the Audley 
News & Post Office in Church Street, Audley, on the 
birth of their first child Ronny, who arrived as an early 
Christmas present in December.  

We wish them all health and happiness.                                              
                                                                     ACN  Team.
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Minnie Pit Centenary Weekend 12th January - 14th January 2018
The morning of Friday 12th January 2018 arrived a 
little overcast, chilly and grey, but at least it was not 
raining.  We were hoping for sure that the rain stayed 
away this day and night and indeed a light frost would 
firm up the ground around the Minnie Pit Memorial.

On the morning of Thursday 11th January 2018 a 
group of young volunteers from Sir Thomas Boughey 
Academy, accompanied by their teacher, met with 
Brian Billings, Chair of Audley Parish Angling Club, at 
the site of the Podmore Hall Colliery to help have a 
final clean up, making sure the memorial site was 
suitably spic and span to welcome visitors who may 
wish to pay their respects on this day or throughout 
the coming centenary year.  The academy have pledged 
a team of volunteers on a monthly basis ensuring the 
upkeep of the memorial site and demonstrating their 
commitment to play a central part in the life of the 
local community.  The day of the hundredth 
anniversary of the Minnie Pit Disaster had arrived. 

One hundred years ago on the morning of 12th 
January 1918 men and boys from Halmer End, 
Alsagers Bank, Bignall End, Miles Green, Audley and 
beyond (two from as far afield as Betley) left their 
homes whilst it was still dark and walked across snowy 

paths and down the roads and streets to go to work at 
the Minnie Pit.  248 of them set off on that dark cold 
morning but only 93 of them would return home.

At approximately 9.45am an enormous explosion 
ripped through the pit igniting the accumulated gas 
known as firedamp.  Some men were killed instantly in 
the violence of the blast whilst others died of roof falls 
or the effects of poisoned gas suffocating in the pit.

A miner named Samuel Richardson, member of the 
local Methodist Chapel was later found with his bible 
by his side. 

On this Friday morning 100 years on at 9.30am 
Halmer End Methodist Church opened its doors to the 
public welcoming all those who wished to enter the 
chapel and spend some time in quiet contemplation 
and remembrance of those who had lost their lives.

They also remembered the families, many of whom 
would never fully recover from the loss and the brave 
men, the teams of rescuers, who entered the devastated 
pit in order to save those still alive and recover the 
bodies of loved ones with a pledge that each and every 
one would be brought out of the darkness.

During the rescue attempts, Hugh Doorbar, Captain 
of the Birchenwood Colliery No. 1 rescue team, was 
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killed in the operation.  His death brought the 
final death toll to 156.  The atmosphere in the 
church was warm and peaceful, as always the 
chapel was decorated with a beautiful display 
of flowers and on this occasion they took the 
form of the number 100.

The display on the altar featured a brass 
miners lamp and a brass miner standing in 
isolation reminding us that the massive 
number of 155 deaths was made up of 
individual men and boys each with a name of 
their own and many sadly from the same 
family.  The Rowley’s lost eight members of 
their family in the disaster and the Pointon’s 
six.  Grandfathers lost their lives alongside 
grandsons, uncles, fathers and nephews.

Outside the chapel the village was quiet, everything 
was as it should be.  The children in their classrooms, 
one or two people making their way to Riley’s Post 
Office or waiting for buses, perhaps to go shopping in 
Audley or to visit friends.  Unlike 100 years ago this 
ordinary peace was not broken on this morning either 
by news of the still raging World War 1 or the sound of 
the pit.  The coal mines around here closed over 30 
years ago.  If we are not careful we will lose sight that 
we were ever a mining community, that our villages 
exist because the coal still lies beneath our feet.

The importance of this memorial weekend is to 
remember ALL those who lost their lives in the battle 
to extract coal and reclaim the heritage which is our 
own, to recognise the importance of the coal miners 
and give them back the status of heroes who went 
underground into the darkness and danger to drive 
forward our industry, bring us light and to keep our 
home fires burning. 

On the Friday evening a traditional pie and pea supper 
took place for over 70 people who were also treated to 
a warm-hearted and moving performance by members 
of the congregation of the story of ‘Voices from the  
Past’ based on the book, “The Minnie Pit Disaster,” 
written by local historian Christine Lamb who had 

grown up with the knowledge of the Minnie Pit 
Disaster as family members had been directly effected.

Halmer End Methodist chapel has long been the 
guardians of memorial events for many years and it 
was perfectly fitting that they led the way in beginning 
a series of memorial events which would take place 
throughout the weekend,

Saturday 13th January
At 7.00am on a cold but importantly dry Saturday 
morning I was picked up by the treasurer of the 
Minnie Pit Centenary group to go to Radio Stoke in 
Hanley.  It was the final interview to take place before 
the events of day 2 of the memorial weekend.

Earlier in the week Hitmix radio supported us 
through a series of live early morning interviews when 
the organising committee had the chance, like this 
morning, to talk about the activities that were going on 
in Halmer End and surrounding villages for the 
memorial weekend.

The main question on the interviewer’s lips was 
‘Have you got enough people for the memorial walk?’ 
The Memorial Walk was to be a living representation 
of the journey to work that the miners of the Minnie 
Pit would have made on the morning of Saturday 12th 
January 1918.  In our dreams we would have liked to 
have seen 248 community members come together to 

represent the number of miners who left 
home for work that day.

My sister Jeannie Zambetaki and I had 
spent several hours making individual clay 
tokens each with the lamp number of every 
miner, boy and man who had been killed in 
the Minnie Pit Disaster.

Attached to the clay tokens with raffia was 
a piece of acid free paper with the name, age 
and occupation of each miner and of course 
one for Hugh Doorbar the rescuer who 
became the 156th victim.  It was a heart-
breaking task as we laid each one out on the 
table and realised just how many there were. 
My dearest hope was that for the memorial 
walk there would be enough walkers, at least 
someone for each person killed who would 
carry one of those clay tokens in their hands 
through the village of Halmer End down to 
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the pit head to lay at the Minnie Pit Memorial.  I was 
hopeful that we may have just about made the 
number of 156.  People had been in touch and 
volunteered to walk, some wanted to represent 
family members, the Edgeleys, the Deans, the 
Webbs, too many families, so many lives.  I carefully 
put these aside ready to hand out at the beginning of 
the walk.

My answer to the interviewer’s question was that 
we were hopeful for a good turnout.

At 10.15am Audley Brass Band were warming up 
outside the Railway Pub opposite Sir Thomas 
Boughey Academy at the bottom of Halmer End 
High Street.  I went down to ensure that all was in 
place.  The school and Riley’s post office had kindly 
agreed to provide car-parking facilities for the 
walkers and volunteers were already in place to 
direct the traffic.  Apart from the sound of the brass 
band everything felt unusually calm and quiet for a 
Saturday morning.

“What if no-ones comes” was a fleeting anxious 
thought running across my mind.  I went back home to 
collect all of the tokens and the little PA and 
microphones for Paul Farrelly MP to use to make an 
opening address, but I did think that we may not need 
it.  In the time it took to bring these out, something 
amazing had happened.

Our community had come out in force.  Every 
conceivable age of person from babes in arms to people 
in their 80s and 90s had made their way to Riley’s Post 
Office, and more were coming.

The tokens were given out and an incredible scene of 
people re-connected with their relatives killed in the 

disaster and hundreds of volunteers ready, as one 
gentleman said, to ‘carry a life in my hand’.

A poem written by Tom Tomkinson for his 14 year 
old brother Frank who was killed in the explosion was 
read by Tom Morton and then Audley Brass Band 
struck up with ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ 
reminding us in an instance that the ‘boys’ who we 
were remembering today, those who literally kept us 
warm, would not ‘come home’.

Following in the footsteps of the band were banners 
held high created by local school children depicting the 
pithead, the men underground, a pit pony and an 
amazing design by local artist Steve Shaw which has 
become known as ‘The Minnie Pit Angel’ and behind 
the banners was our community, 500 plus of them, 

some dressed in WW1 uniform some dressed as 
miners from the era complete with the square nosed 
clogs.

Some people had travelled across the country to be 
part of the event including from Devon and Wrexham, 
some had come from across the globe including 
Australia and Canada.

The walk stopped outside Halmer End Methodist 
Church where members of the congregation stood in 
tableaux representing the women who 100 years earlier 
had been preparing for a pensioners’ party.  
Anticipated enjoyment was quickly turned to anxiety 
and despair as news of the disaster spread above 
ground.  A short address was given by David Rowley 
and poems read by Margaret Pearsall, written by her 
Uncle Tom for his brother Percy Seymour Hulse who 
was killed in the pit and by Ian Beech who had 
travelled overnight to perform his poem written for his 
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great uncle George Daniel Webb.
Again the band led the way with a series of uplifting 

marches down the main street of Halmer End and 
stopped for the final time at the Railway Inn before the 
memorial walk was to proceed in silence down to the 
Minnie Pit Memorial on Red Hall Lane off 
Shraleybrook Road.

The staff at the Railway had dressed in period 
costume and were handing out welcome cups of hot 
chocolate to warm the hands of the walkers.

There was however no need to warm hearts as the 
warmth of the community was seen and felt by 
everyone, even those standing on the door steps and 
those watching the walk from their windows.

This felt like the community that people speak about of 
old as if it was something in the past, but we showed 
on that morning that our community spirit is a living 
spirit and through the losses of life and the closing of 
the pits the camaraderie, which is typical of mining 
communities, is still very much alive.

At the pit head in a silence only broken by the sounds 
of the wind moving through the trees, each and every 
name was read out loud by David Hallam, a lay 
preacher who had led a memorial service 30 years 
earlier in 1988 for the unveiling of two memorial seats 
in the village.  Audley Brass Band played Gresford also 
known as The Miners Hymn and finished with a 
moving rendition of the Miners Song.

The village of Halmer End played host throughout 
the day with the CIC locally known as ‘The ‘Stute’ 
launching a memorial bottled beer, ‘Brew 156’, as part 
of their bottled beer festival.

The Methodist Church held an exhibition provided 
by Apedale Heritage Centre and launched the book 
‘Victims of the Minnie Pit Disaster 1918’.

The New Vic Theatre toured ‘A Sigh of the Coal’ a 
documentary drama written by Sue Moffat and Samuel 
Gray from the Wilfred Owen Association into local 
pubs including The Railway Inn; ‘The Royal Oak’ at 
Miles Green and ‘The Gresley Arms’ Alsagers Bank 
where the performances were followed by an amazing 
bowl of ‘lobby’ and chip butty courtesy of Carl and 
Sarah. 

Sunday 14th January 2018
This Sunday morning was a little brighter and also a 
little colder.  It was perfect for a walk through the 
village, down Podmore Lane and across Bateswood to 
the Minnie Pit Memorial.

As I passed by some people, there were as usual 
good mornings raised and behind the politeness a 
warmth which was still present from the events of the 
previous two days.

Around the Minnie Pit Memorial, a couple were 
standing looking at the clay tokens that had been 
placed there by yesterday’s walkers.  If you go down 
now you may still see some there.

Eventually the clay will disintegrate and the natural 
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materials will become a part of the 
peaceful environment which masks the 
devastation that took place in the ground 
below.
The Minnie Tea Rooms were open for 
breakfast and the bottled beer festival 
would continue till lunch time. 

All minds now turned towards the Minnie 
Pit Disaster Memorial Service which took 
place at Halmer End Methodist Church at 
3.00pm that afternoon.  Radio Stoke had 
already broadcast documentaries about 
the disaster and by early afternoon they 
were installing themselves in the 
Methodist Church ready to broadcast the 
memorial service live.

This would mean that those who could not make it 
to the service, people in sheltered housing, those living 
far away would still be able to feel a part of the final 
event of this centenary weekend.

The service was led by Revd John Palmer and Dr Jill 
Barber and it was truly delightful to see our Methodist 
Church full to brimming.

A reading from Job 28 draws a vivid picture for us of 
the world inhabited by the miner asking us as a 
congregation to think about what the men down in 
mine knew about faith and the things that through this 
they bring to the light.  We thought about what it 
means to work together and in the instance of the 
Minnie Pit disaster to die together.

We are reminded that this disaster took place at a 
time of war and the Wilfred Owen poem Miners was 
read.  We are told about Daniel Brayford who lived at 
158 High Street Halmer End, a house now lived in by 
my own son Sam and his wife Deb and their children, 
Shannon aged 17, the same age as Daniel when he was 
killed.  Daniel and his best friend were the first two 
boys brought out of the pit.  Their bodies brought into 
the Chapel.

The familiarity of the names of those killed, the 
closeness of the places they lived in and loved their 
families in, make us think about how precious our own 
moments are.  To encourage us as neighbours and 
friends to put aside our petty differences and continue 
to come together like we did for this memorial 
weekend, as a community and to cherish each other 
just a little bit more.

Through a number of public meetings held in the year 
leading up to the memorial weekend there was a 
determination that we should remember that the 
disaster didn’t just happen on one day and that the last 
miner was brought out of the mine 19th months later.

During this time the war was still in full flow, the pit 
could not be mined, but life had to go on.

The community supported each other and held 
events to help raise money to support families and to 
show that they were not beaten.

A number of events are being planned by local 
community groups from across the parish including a 
family fishing match organised by Audley Parish 

Angling Club, an evening of music singing and dance 
‘Thru The Decades’ to be held at the Audley Theatre 
on July 14th 2018 organised by June Ward and a 
concert including Audley Ladies Choir planned for the 
autumn. 

WW1 Heritage Lottery Award
The New Vic Theatre and Minnie Pit Centenary Group 
have been successful in achieving funding from the 
WW1 Heritage Lottery Fund.

This will mean we will be able to ensure that the 
Minnie Pit Memorial Weekend is the beginning of a 
year of centenary events, providing opportunities for 
our community to continue to come together.
The funding allows us to; 
•	 Hold	community	workshops	to	promote
             projects and share knowledge.
•	 Hold	community	walks	around	Halmer	End
             from the Methodist chapel.
•	 Carry	out	research	at	archives	and	museums
             into the public inquiry into the disaster and
             links between Wilfred Owen and Staffordshire.
•	 Hold	public	seminars.
•	 Take	oral	history	recordings	of	miners’
             descendants.
•	 Write	and	perform	a	community	play.
•	 Prepare	and	tour	an	exhibition.
•	 Prepare	and	distribute	education	packs.

There will be a community meeting called so that 
people can share ideas of what we can do together to 
build on the successes of the weekend.

If anyone is interested in getting involved please 
contact sue4audleyandbignallend@gmail.com.

The Minnie Pit Centenary group would like to thank 
all those who helped make the Minnie Pit Disaster 
Centenary Weekend a memorable and moving 
occasion including; Apedale Heritage Centre; Audley 
Brass Band; Audley and District Family History 
Society; Audley Parish Angling Club; Audley Parish 
Council; Halmer End CIC; Halmer End Methodist 
Church; Hill Interiors Burneston; KMF Group 
N-U-L; Newcastle Borough Council; New Vic 
Theatre; The Gresley Arms; The Railway Inn; The 
Royal Oak; Sir Thomas Boughey Academy; 
Staffordshire County Council; William Riley and 
Sons.
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MINNIE PIT DISASTER
Leaving for work and a 6am start

Men and boys did early depart
For a Saturday shift with our nation at war.

Coal much in demand amid clamours for more.
Like our lads at the front doing their bit 

Awful conditions were faced down the pit.
Thoughts of great danger, the inhaling of dust

A desperate time, knowing needs must.
The prospect of working hours of hard graft

Flooding the mind whilst descending the shaft.
Now history reports it’s so sad to say

Not all made it home at the end of that day.
News of disaster rapidly spread

An explosive event, many feared dead.
Some lost their lives killed in the blast

Others poisoned by gases travelling so fast.

At the pithead folk waited, anxious in hope
If the worst came about how would they cope?

It soon became clear the outlook was bleak.
With each passing hour strengths became weak.

One could not predict how bad it would be
A cruel act of misfortune for each family

Of a husband, brother, father or son
Lost to the world, what now could be done?

To answer the call brave rescue teams
All risked their lives searching the seams.
For every last body the pledge was to toil
In a mission of loyalty no one would foil.

Nineteen months on the last one was found
Brought to the top not left underground.

Now today we remember each soul’s sacrifice
The reliance on coal and its terrible price.

One fifty six the final death toll
Enduring hell in the “Minnie Pit” hole.

Forty four boys aged sixteen or less
A shameful dilemma then to address.

Now a hundred years on bowing the head
We recall the horror of which we have read.

Trying to imagine the Community’s pain 
Consoled in the knowledge, “Never again”.

Derrick Bate
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Despite many cuts our local council had found 
sufficient funds to once more add to the Rotary 
Christmas Tree of Life display in our Audley 
Christmas village.  How lovely and welcoming our 
village must have looked when Santa Claus 
accompanied by his elves rode up and down High 
Street on Maude, a local steam engine sparklingly 
dressed for the occasion, to announce the opening of 
the annual Christmas Market at Audley Community 
Centre, on 25th November 2017.

As usual there were stalls, both inside and out, offering 
various goods to Christmas shoppers but as it happens 
in these situations the bad weather put off all but our 
hardiest outdoor retailers.

But not so the inside where the hall was looking its 
very best with the Attic having to over spill into the 
main hall with so many new and nearly new bargains 
to be had.

As usual the atmosphere was busy and very 
Christmassy with trade brisk throughout the afternoon 
thanks to the support of many local shoppers. 
It’s times like these that our only regret is that our hall 
was not larger to accommodate more or that the 
weather was better for outside trading but that’s one of 
the downsides of our Christmas Market being at the 
end of November but thankfully many were not 
deterred and joined us.

As usual our own Audley Ladies choir braved the 
elements and entertained our shoppers with their 
carols and good cheer.

In addition, and once again, representation was 
made by St James’ Church and the local Rotary Club 
keeping everyone warm with their mulled wine and 
mince pies, helping to bring the unique village 
traditions to Audley that are very much appreciated by 
the Community Centre volunteers and locals alike. 

But what of Santa?  He was cosy in his custom made 
grotto situated on our rear car park inside the youth 
club summer house that had yet again been transferred 
with the help of our dedicated volunteers into a winter 
wonderland on a par with most grottos in the area.

Even if you have no children it would have been well 
worth a visit just to appreciate the effort of our 
Christmas decorations team, led by Sue Harrison, and 
their attempts to give the children of Audley a Santa 
Claus experience to remember, and at a total cost 
pegged at £2.50 to include a gift, reflecting the 
Community Centre’s commitment to our village 
children.
Thanks once again for the support given in creating 
this village event and let’s hope that these Christmas 
traditions can continue on the Saturday of the last 
week in November for many years to come.

We also have to thank Duncan Richards for the 
fantastic images and posters he provided.

Another regular event to look out for this year is to be 
held on Friday March 9th, The Audley Fashion 
Show.

If you haven’t been before ask someone who has.  It’s 
a great night of entertainment where local ‘models’ 
show items of clothing donated to the Centre which 
are then offered for sale at Attic prices.

You will be as surprised as we are with all the new 
clothes still with tags on and almost new clothes and 
accessories that we are given that are promoted on this 
fun ‘mainly ladies’ night 

Tickets will be on sale at the beginning of February. 
See our Facebook page.
Hope to see you there.

Dot Bourne Treasurer Audley Community Centre.

CHRISTMAS IN AUDLEY
Audley & District Community Centre
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It only seems like yesterday when we were in the midst 
of our Christmas and New Year celebrations and now 
we have bulbs popping up within our garden borders.

Our W.I group has enjoyed a brilliant 2017 with 
excellent speakers additional members and great 
parties.

Towards the end of 2017 in October we all enjoyed a 
wonderful evening in the company of Sean Landy, our 
local village family butcher.

Sean gave a very professional presentation, we were 
very impressed with what he has established 
considering he did not come from a farming family.  
He has done it all through hard work, determination 
and his love of animals.

All this came about after working on a farm as a 
teenager and now finally his dream of having his own 
farm has been fulfilled.

In November Paul Sargent was our speaker who gave a 
talk about his work as a First Responder within the 
local area.  We as a community should be so thankful 
and proud to have such people who are so dedicated 
and committed to serve us when we are in need of 
medical assistance.

Paul also instructed us on how to use the 
defibrillators that we are so grateful to have within our 
parish, all of which have been funded by local groups 
and volunteers, hopefully we won’t have to use them.

Our Christmas party was a wonderful celebration of 
being with friends, enjoying a lovely Christmas meal 
provided by Beech Tree Caterers, followed by 
entertainment by the Performing Arts from Silverdale.
This was a truly enjoyable evening to remember and 
not a pot to wash, can’t be bad.

We started 2018 with one of our members Beryl 
Brindley who gave a talk about her life as a twin and 
what it meant to her.  Most interesting.

In February we have Hen Johnson as our speaker 
whose topic will be “Miss Pitchey Patchey”, we are all 
looked forward to hearing her talk.

In March we have Kevin Reynolds as our visitor he will 
be giving a talk all about “Dragonflies”, Kevin is no 
stranger to us and on his last visit he gave us a 
fascinating talk all about “Bats”.

In April we have a representative visiting us from the 
local hospital to talk about the “Blood Bikers” which I 
suspect is going to be how blood donations are 
transported by volunteers on motorcycles to wherever 
it’s needed as quickly as possible.

Talking about hospitals, our group members are well 
on their way to making 200 “Twiddle Blankets” for 
dementia clients all over Staffordshire.

If any of the readers or their friends have any wool, 
buttons, ribbons, zips or anything you think we could 
make use of on our blankets to interest them, please 

give me a ring and we can arrange a collection.
Finally if you fancy coming to one of our meetings 

we can be found in the Audley Pensioners Hall Church 
Street next to St. James Church on the fourth Thursday 
of the month at 7pm for a 7.15pm start.
You are welcome to come for a visit without any 
commitment and you will be made most welcome, 
always with a cuppa and a slice of cake.

For more details or any information please call:                  
 Anne 01782 721957 or Glenis 01782 722009.

AUDLEY & DISTRICT W.I

The Audley Community 
Centre Cinema Club

Do you love films? 
Would you like to help to run a cinema?

The Cinema Club meets once a month on a 
Wednesday afternoon to watch a film in the warm and 
comfortable Audley Community Centre, followed by 
tea and biscuits.

The Audley Local Area Partnership (LAP) has been 
running the Cinema Club since October as a six 
month experiment.  But it will soon be time to hand 
over the club to community volunteers.  Running a 
cinema club is fun and surprisingly easy.  If you would 
like to help, please come along to one of the next films 
– at 2pm on March 14th or 18th April and speak to 
one of the LAP Committee, or email Avril (avril@
frankish.org) or phone Jane (01782 720231)
                                                                    Avril Frankish
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Jojo’s
Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

Green Love

Well I fell in love,
In the heavens above.

On the far side of the moon,
With a man all green.

Who could only be seen,
By singing a galactic tune.
Well he knew every place, 
As he flew through space.

Pulling a lever shaped like a spoon,
And he could be heard,

As he spelt out each word,
From his saucer he would croon.

“For what it’s worth,
I’ve been to earth,

Just to dance to a happy jingle.
In a disco bar,

I became a star,
But alas I am still single.

Then I took a trip,
 On a liner ship,

Cruising across the Atlantic Sea.
During a mighty storm,

Humans changed their form,
Some even became greener than me.

Now around the stars, 
With international bars,

And cabaret that’s sparkling.
I pucker my lips, 

Take delicate sips,
In the hope to kiss an earthling.”

Peter W Hodgkins.

I SEE SOMETHING
I see something in your smile for me,

And now somehow my life’s
worthwhile to be,

Part of this new harmony,
Where sharing is to share,

Caring is to care,
And I do.

I see something in your eyes for me,
And now somehow I realise

that I want to be,
Part of this new magic mystery,

Where sharing is to share,
Caring is to care, 

And I do.

I have waited for such a long time,
Thought no one would ever come,

Now my waiting days are over,
All those clouds are on the run.

Night time, day time, each time you’re near,
That time’s the right time,

All my sorrows disappear - as soon as,
I feel something in your kiss for me,

Somehow I know that I will always be,
Loving you for all eternity.
Where sharing is to share,

Caring is to care,
And we do.

Peter W Hodgkins

Why Not submit one of your Poems or 
Rhymes, we would welcome them for 
publication.
All age groups and all subjects will be 
considered.
Just contact the Editor his detail will be 
found on page 3 of this magazine.

Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups

Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted

Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small

A N D R E W  F O D E N

Mobile. 07857 065 254  Home. 01782 729142
Email.  andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Services
Z
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POP-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community Centre Castle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a Party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a Public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATURDAY MORNING
 PAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 

9am to 12noon.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

SUNDAY MORNING

10AM - 12NOON

GROOVE FIT

Contact Amy Hargreaves

01782 722466

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EVENING
AUDLEY YOUTH DROP-IN

6-11YEAR OLDS
7PM - 8/9PM

JAN-JULY TERM TIME
PLEASE CONTACT
ADAM 0778841441

CRAFT CLUB
         2.00 Entrance

£

MONDAYTHE ATTIC Charity Shop10.30am to 12.30pm
Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
Contact  Sheena  07779851739

TUESDAY

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  

WEDNESDAY
THE ATTIC  
Charity Shop & Coffee Morning
 8.30am until 12 noon

KIDDIES-messory sensory time

1pm-2.30pm : Contact Sam Lunt 
07946 386592

EQUIPILATES  7-9pm Contact 
Jo Titterton 07796 175128

THURSDAY
Yoga - 10am until 11am

Contact: Sarah Smith 

07951 716580

sarah.jakaranda@outlook.com 

www.jakaranda.org

THURSDAY EVENING

Ju-Jitsu - Self Defence~ 

6pm until 9.30pm. 

Contact: 
Deb. 01782 785791 Pam. 01782 721577

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
 £

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

THE ATTIC CHARITY SHOP
IS NOW OPEN

Mondays - 10:30am to 12:30pm

Wednesdays - 8:30am to 12noon
Including Coffee Morning

Forth Coming Event

FASHION SHOW
Friday 9th March 2018 

From 7pm Tickets available

NEW Class Sundays GROOVE FIT
Amy Hargreaves 01782 722466
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WHEN I WAS A LAD
We continue with another story from the life of 
Jack Cross who was born in Miles Green in 1915.

We felt this is an apropriate time to use this 
particular story about his memory of the mining 
industry around our parish, especially as we have 
just witnessed the memorial event of the Minnie 
Pit Disaster in 1918 which is featured in the 
magazine.  We do so hope you love reading such a 
facinating memory of what life was really like back 
then.

Stories unfold of times around the colliery.  Acres 
of dirt and coal heaps.  I remember the 1921 coal 
strike and going around Hayes Wood and Redhall 
and then, where it was a sort of defunct mining 
place, picking up pea-sticks in the wooded area 
for my father’s garden – feeling the warmth 
through the bushes, bluebottles shooting around 
your head. 

In the vicinity of Miles Green there were several 
collieries; Podmore Hall Pit was one of these and 
was privately owned by Captain Heathcote of 
Apedale Hall and named Midland Coal Mine 
Company.

Incidentally, his daughter, Maude was mother to 
the notorious Sir Oswald Mosley who was a fascist 
leader of the Nazi following during WWII.

There was the Minnie Pit where 156 men and 
boys were killed in 1918 which had a devastating 
affect on the local community.

There was Burley Pit and Forge Pit also known 
as Skin Pit.  My brothers, Norm and George 
worked there at one period.  Ironstone plus coal 
were found there.  The pit shaft was filled in years 
later by the Downing’s Tile Company.  I know this 
because my brother, Alb and I worked in the marl 
hole there along with Frank Hopwood (who 
married my sister, Ede).  Incidentally Frank was a 
great footballer and played for Downing’s Tile 
Company, (which was the biggest junior football 
non-league club then in the area).  

The photograph 
oposite shows my 
brother-in-law, Frank 
Hopwood (on the 
right) with a work 
mate outside the 
Chesterton Downings 
marl pit.

Also there was 
Apedale foot-rails 
where the by-products 
of coal and coke came 
from.  In those days 
the sky would light up 
with the molten dross 
that poured off the 
smelting ironworks at 
Apedale.  I recall 

passing the slag heap when smoke was pouring out from 
the smouldering embers in it.

Forever etched in my mind is the time in 1926 when 
we went picking coal on the slag heap and rolled down 
bags of the hard earned pickings.  It would be funny to 
relate if it hadn’t been so degrading.  Some of the bags 
would burst when rolled, but it was a long way to drag 
them down.  We used to go to the outcrops around the 
Minnie Pit area and would sleep out over-night to keep 
our stake; luckily the weather was warm.  My four 
brothers and I would pick coal from the slag heap and 
my Dad had borrowed a pony and trap from Billy Parker 
(the local butcher and lay preacher).  The eight bags of 
coal were loaded on the trap and our Harry lead the pony 
along and jokingly sang out, “Apples - a pound, pears and 
plums the same price!”

During the 1926 coal miners’ strike there was the Soup 
Kitchen at Wareham’s pub.  I vomited with my first 
sample of soup and I remember saying to my Mum, “I’m 
not going queuing up there again, it’s shocking!”  Mind 
you it was good place for kids, because if you took a 
bucket of potato peelings; you would get a clay pipe to 
blow bubbles.

Another event at this pub was the pigeon races from 
Rennes and other places in France.  We would watch 
them checking in the racing pigeons.  The pub kept pigs 
and they put any food left-overs into the pig swill. 

1926 General Strike photograph above.
Miners picking coal on Stoney Bank in Apedale Wood.

When the strike was on, a game of marbles was 
sometimes played (or as we called the game ‘rinkers’ or 
‘ringers’) for possible winnings of say a Woodbine (a 
cigarette).  Also we beat Audley at push ball which was 
sponsored by one of the daily newspapers.  We had a five-
a-side football game which was held on Podmore Hall’s 
football team’s ground, opposite the Craft, (Victoria 
Place).  Our team included Allan Bowers and Charlie 
Dean but I can’t remember the names of the others.  I do 
remember a youthful Bill Ikin then playing for Audley 
but Miles Green won.  Bill later married my sister Pat.

I loved to go for a walk with my father in the 
summertime, along the way you would get a nature 
lesson or an episode of what had happened at work.  One 
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such story sticks to mind 
– a fellow miner decided 
he was going to scare the 
other colliers during their 
snack time, by doing a 
ghost-like walk in the 
nude.

There were no electric 
lights in those days and 
they wore only a belt and 
oil lamp as Burley Pit was 
hot by other pit standards.

Someone who was an 
adept cricketer threw a 
‘chatt’ of coal and soon 
dispensed with the ghost-
like figure.  At work my 
father wore underpants, a 
belt, pit lamp, clogs and 
had a leather sliding patch which was used to slide 
down the dips to other levels.  I’m told even the pit 
ponies used to slide to get on the foot-rails.

Another incident down Burley Pit was of a miner who 
was without his pick or rake when news came round 
that the manager, Mr Hollinshead, was coming for a 
quick visit.  Mr Hollinshead asked the miner why he 
wasn’t suitably equipped with the necessary tools like 
the rest of the miners and the man, who was a bit of a 
comedian retorted, “I shall have all these buggers when 
you’ve gone!”

The same person was later put to work on the pit 
surface in the timber prop yard.  This was the 
procedure when miners could no longer work down 
below due to ‘dust on their lungs’ (they were suffering 
from pneumoconiosis) so they would be put to work 
above ground.  This particular man apparently was 
carrying a single prop from one point to the other 
whilst his workmates had one prop on each shoulder. 
When asked about this, he replied, “They’re too idle to 
go back and fetch another one!”

Billy Wareham worked on the top of the Minnie Pit in 
the timber yard and one day someone nailed his jacket 
to the door of the cabin and chalked an image of a pig’s 
face on the back of it.  When Billy saw this he said, 
“Who’s wiped their mug (face) on my jacket?”  There 
were lots of stories of Billy Wareham’s quips.

Some terminology down the mine was: ‘crutting’ 
which refers to when digging the coal seams and on 
starting off a new heading.  There were loaders, 
ridders, colliers, firemen (now known as deputies), 
overmen who were called ‘buttys’ and rail-men were 
known as ‘road cods’. Minnie Pit and Podmore Hall Pit 
had the bull-hurst seam and lots more.  My father used 
to say when working down the Burley Pit, “The coal fit 
and roof used to goth”.
This meant the weight put on it caused it to spit fine 
fragments of coal which penetrated into the skin and 
would always be visible thereafter, like a tattoo on one’s 
back or torso.

Working long hours underground and being deprived 
of natural air and sunshine, miners appreciated their 
free time and the beauty around them.  Miners 
produced some of the best choirs and brass bands; 
some were pigeon fanciers or religious Christian 
people who helped others.  The Hospital Saturdays 
were organised and we had a penny a mile collections 
for this.

I would like to mention that the whole lifestyle of the 
area was built around coal.  I make no excuses about 
miners, and no matter what some glib or ignorant 
people may say, I’d contradict and say that they were 
the salt of the earth.  They looked at danger everyday 
and sometimes tragedy was just around the corner. 
They had a love of music, art, choirs, brass bands, 
laughter and fellowship in their close communities 
with local football and cricket teams which were more 
important than any England XIs!
I forgot to mention the sound going past our house 
early each morning when I was at school.  You would 
hear the rattle of clogs worn by people going to work, 
either to Podmore Hall or Minnie Pit.

Talke-0-th-hill North Pit c.1938 pictured above.  My 
father, 4th from the right in the back row with his 
work mates.
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Care Navigation
You may have noticed that we now ask for a brief outline of 
your problem when you call to make an appointment at the 
practice.  This isn’t because our reception staff are nosy but 
it’s a new approach that we call care navigation.  

Through specialist training, our team can now offer more 
choice on who to see in the practice and help you get to the 
right health professional fast.
Our receptionists never offer clinical advice or triage; this is 
about offering you the choice to see other specialists in our 

practice team if they have the expertise to deal with your problem; often quicker and without the 
need to see the GP each time.  Sometimes, the GP practice might not be the right place at all for 
the query and we can help with that too.  

For example, we often get calls that can be dealt with by a physiotherapist, the pharmacist, a 
nurse practitioner, sometimes even the secretaries that you may not be aware of if you haven’t 
visited the practice in a while.  

By working this way, it helps us to free up time for GPs to care for our patients with complex or 
serious health conditions.  More importantly though, it means you are seen by the clinician that 
is best placed to deal with your problem each time you visit us.  The choice is up to you.

Audley Patient Panel 
Supporting the Audley Parish Dementia Alliance 

Working to make Audley 
Dementia friendly

Have you signed up to our on-line service yet? 
                 It’s fast, it’s easy to use, it’s so convenient.    
Book Appointments, Order Repeat Prescriptions at the touch of the 
key-pad.  
Just ask at the reception next time you visit the practice they will give 
you all the information you will need to get you started. 
All you need is a computer, and an email address and you’re sorted.

Hi, I’m Dr. Power, our reception staff are here to help you get the right 
service for your needs.
Please don’t be offended if they ask you what the problem is when you 
call to make an appointment.
The receptionists might make you aware of other health care 
professionals within our team who you may benefit from seeing instead 
of a GP.
Such as Physiotherapist, Nurse, Pharmacist
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2017 was a very 
successful year 
for Team 
C.A.R.A.

We started the 
year with the 
B.M.X. Ramp 

which is in working order and being well used.
However, it is still a work-in-progress because of the 
continued upkeep/maintenance, flowers and tree 
potting. 
 
We continued the year by improving the footpath 
around the inside of the playing field with a 
tarmacadam path that takes you on a journey to view 
Audley’s beautiful surroundings.
 
In July we held our Annual Carnival with Channel 4’s 
Gogglebox Celebrity Sandra Martin.  Sandra paid a 
visit to the Church Street area of Audley and then 
opened our Carnival and visited the many stalls at the 
event.

She said that it was a very enjoyable day.  Everyone had 
a fantastic day and we can’t wait for the next one.
 
Not long after the event we were able to add to the 
Wereton Road Playing Field Experience by adding a 
NEW set of swings, a slide, and a seesaw.

It is a joy to see the area being so well used by the 
young people of the Parish.
 
Team C.A.R.A. would like to thank everyone for their 
help throughout 2017, and let you know that the next 
Carnival is set for Saturday 14th July 2018.

Sandra Martin will be returning to Audley to open 
the Carnival for us.

Everyone is very welcome to attend and we can’t 
wait to meet you.
 
As you are probably aware, we are always grateful for 
any voluntary help on the day, so if you are able to help 
then please get in touch via email:
                        childrenofaudley@gmail.com.

You can also find us on Facebook.

Thank you for your continued support.
Team C.A.R.A.

KINDNESS SHOWN BY YOUR COMMUNITY
It was amazing to see the reactions of our local 
community after I read a posting on the Audley 
Community News Facebook Page, by a Susan Lisa who 
is a community midwife.

Susan was making an appeal and informed our 
Facebook members of the plight of a young couple 
who are expecting a baby.
Sadly due to them being sofa surfers, having problems 
receiving benefits and difficulties with their local 
council, they were unprepared and not in a financial 
position to buy items of clothing and baby needs.

Susan herself had already purchased nappies and 
toiletries to help the couple and she was asking if any 
of our local community members had any items of 
clothing or baby needs which they no longer needed to 
donate to the couple.

The reaction within minutes was overwhelming with 

offers of items of baby clothing, a pram, a carry-cot 
and so many other items, it was just unbelievable.

We often hear of Facebook problems, but this proved 
to me how this can sometimes work to help others.  
Remember this couple are not known to the people 
who donated and to be honest, does it matter, all that 
matters now is that the little baby will have clothes to 
wear.

Midwife Susan said “I wish to thank you all so much. 
This community is amazing.  I’m overwhelmed with 
the kindness and generosity shown by everyone.

Due to the generosity of this local community, the 
couple now have sufficient items for their expected 
baby”.
Thank you all.  Susan Lisa.
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

Price List 
Hair Cut. £8.00 
Kids. £7.50
OAP. £6.00 
Back & Sides. £5.00 
Grade all over. £5.00
Wash & Cut. £10.00
Beard Trim. £2.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

AUDLEY IN PURPLE 2018
A big thank you to everyone who took part in last 
year’s event, the total raised was a fantastic £7726.86.
I am pleased to say we have decide on the dates for this 
year. 
There will be more details in the next Audley 
Community News but the week will start on Friday 
September 7th 2018.

We will be holding our Curry Night at the Alessi on 
Monday September 10th, with other events to be 
arranged towards the build up for our Gala day which 
will be held in the Audley village on Saturday 
September 15th 2018.
    If you would like to help us in anyway or be part of 
this very important fund raising event for Cancer 
Awareness we would be most grateful.
Also if you have any comments regarding last year, or 
what you would like to see happen this year, please let 
me know.  I can be contacted on 01782 721069 or 
email petershore1@outlook.com
                                            Many Thanks  Peter Shore.

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 
Seasonal Bedding Plants & Shrubs

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

 

 

The Richard 
Heathcote CP 

School Nursery 
 

 
 

 

Open  
 
 

Mon – Fri  

8:45am – 3:15pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Come and join us in our 
wonderful nursery, 

from September 2018, 
where our children 

thrive in a happy and 
safe environment. 

 

If you would like to 
visit our delightful 

nursery: 
  

Contact: 
01782 720406 

office@heathcote.staffs.sch.uk 
 
 

 

30 hours free childcare for 3 year olds 
Or 15 hours free funded with flexible additional hours 

 

Children can be admitted in the term after they turn three. We run 
a three term admission cycle in September, January and April. 
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January 12 1918 is embedded in the history of the 
village of Halmer End and will be forever.  On this 
fateful day 156 men and boys lost their lives in the 
extraction of coal at the Minnie Pit coal mine for the 
Coal Masters Sir Nigel Gresley and Sir Thomas 
Boughey, who were prominent in a list 
of landowners of the day.

Last year, to acknowledge this loss, 
the Insitute decided it should play a 
part in the memorial day to be held in 
January 2018.  It was decided that the 
Insitute, built by the miners, for the 
miners, which was known as the Miners 
Welfare Institute and now Halmer End 
CIC, would be involved.

On Saturday 13th of January 2018 
Halmer End paid homage to the men 
and boys 100 years later in 
remembrance and what a day it was.  
All ages from youngsters to the most 
senior of citizens acknowledged the loss 
of life.

Linda Chilton, who has lived in the 
village all her life and is a director for 
the CIC bowling group, suggested a memorial Rose 
Garden to be created outside of the CIC building and 
156 roses should be planted in memory of the lost.  
Funding nowadays is always an issue when 
undertaking projects, however we organised a Just 
Giving Site, which was well supported by the local 
people.  To supplement this we had an anonymous 
donation from a veteran miner from Yorkshire, and 

finally Red Industries picked up 
the baton and paid for the roses.

Most of the planting and path 
work was completed by our 
volunteers from the Stute.

To compliment the Rose 
Garden we were exceptionally 
fortunate that KMF Precision 
Engineers designed and 
manufactured a symbolic 
structure of a collier of the 
period heaving a pit tub to the 
surface.  This has been 
positioned adjacent to the Rose 
Garden so that the evening sun 
will reflect light from the 
stainless steel figure.

Avril Frankish, our local 
councillor, gave a speech to 
acknowledge both the opening 
of the Rose Garden and 
inauguration of the Miner and 
Tub concluding in a minute’s 
silence.

We opened the CIC from 
11am until Midnight on the 

Saturday.  Minnie’s Tea Room served all the walkers 
and supporters as well as Minnie’s Bar, supported by 
Robert Eardley and the Brew Foundation, with over 60 
beers and Minnie’s Gin Bar.

The introduction of our beer, Brew 156, was  
designed to symbolise the year type of beer and was 
created by The Brew Foundation, a porter beer with 
chocolate and cherry undertones which sold out very 
quickly.  The Institute would like to thank all who 
attended the event in the village and supported the 
CIC in its fundraising for our group users. 
                                                           Many many Thanks.

Halmer End Institute and The Price They Paid For Coal
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1. Local Elections May 2018.
Elections for the whole Parish Council (15 seats) take 
place on Thursday 3rd May 2018.  This is your chance 
to get involved with your community and have a say 
about the local issues.  You can also influence local 
service delivery and decide how your money is spent 
to improve your community.  Parishioners who are 
interested in standing at the elections are encouraged 
to attend a meeting of the Parish Council.  
Information on how to stand plus meeting agendas 
can be found on the Parish Council’s website or in the 
8 noticeboards.  The next meeting takes place on 15th 
March 2018, 7pm at Wood Lane Community Centre, 
Apedale Road.      

2. Update on the new Parish Play Equipment. 
The new play equipment has been a huge success at 
Alsager Road (Audley) play area with a great range of 
exciting pieces selected by the young people of the 
Parish.  The Parish Council are especially pleased to 
report that there has been no damage to this play area 
since it has been installed – this is a testament to the 
respect shown by the young people in the village.  
Over the summer months, lots of good feedback was 
received from people using the play area, some from 
outside our area.  The Parish Council would like to 
thank the four parish schools involved in the 
consultation, and the parish who have funded this 
new equipment through the Precept.  See attached 
pictures.

Another of the 8 parish owned play areas identified 
for an upgrade is Halmer End (Harrison Close).  
Being one of the most used play areas with just a few 
basic pieces, it is long overdue.  A consultation 
exercise has been held with the four schools and at 
the site, over the winter.
There is an exciting scheme planned with equipment 
that appeals to young people of all ages and abilities.  
Tenders will be issued and an installer selected over 
the spring 2018.  Weather permitting, installation will 
be completed in time for the summer holidays…. so 
watch this space!    
   
3. Budget news 2018/19 inc bus subsidy 
outcome.
A public meeting held on 11th January 2018, saw 
resounding support to raise the Precept in 2018/19 by 
an additional 26p per week (per Band D property).  
This money will be used to continue with the bus 
subsidy from April 2018 onwards.
The proposal was put to the Parish Council on 18th 
January 2018, who considered all options available.  It 
was agreed to increase the Precept by 26p per week 
(Band D property) to allow for the Saturday service to 
be returned and to retain most of the Monday to 
Friday evening service (with the last bus from 

Newcastle town being 19.45).
The additional funding will also ensure we have a bus 
service running every Sunday and all Bank Holidays.  
Thank you to those who shared their views, this will 
continue to sustain our rural villages and provide 

AUDLEY RURAL DISTRICT
 PARISH COUNCIL

LATEST REPORT 2018
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much needed transport to those who rely on the buses 
for work and to access community services.    
4. Audley Millennium Green – needs your help.
The Audley Millennium Green is a public open space 
located at the heart of the village of Audley, behind the 
Audley Community Centre.  It is an important asset 
for all to enjoy.  It is also home to the Parish’s only 
Scheduled Ancient Monument, Castle Hill motte, so it 
is vital that we all do what we can to look after it.  

The site is managed by a handful of committed 
Trustees and volunteers, however numbers are 
dwindling.  Without the help of volunteers, the site will 
become overgrown and will no longer be an asset to 
the Parish.  It costs around £1500 a year just to keep 
the grass cut plus the trees and hedges have to be 
maintained.  If you can spare a few hours a week or 
even a month, please contact Tony Lancaster on 01792 
721960 or Margaret Pointon on 01782 721960.  
You can also support the cause by purchasing a Lyme 
Lottery ticket on behalf of the Trust.  
  
5.      20 year Joint Local Plan Consultation – Have 
your say.
Consultation has started on the Preferred Option for 
the Joint Local Plan - a 20 year plan which will shape 
where new housing, roads and development will take 
place within the Borough.  The consultation runs from 
1st February to 1st March 2018 and proposes to 
change the status of Green Belt in some parts of the 

Borough.  It is important that every person has a say 
and inputs into this consultation.
The consultation document will be available online 
from 1 February at www.stoke.gov.uk/jointlocalplan or 
at any library in Newcastle or Stoke-on-Trent.  It will 
also be available to be viewed at the Guildhall 
(Newcastle), Kidsgrove Customer Service Centre, 
Civic Centre (Stoke town), One Smithfield, and 
customer service centres in Longton and Tunstall.  
Exhibition events will also take place in the coming 
months.  If you have any questions about the 
consultation process, please contact localplan@stoke.
gov.uk or telephone the dedicated local plan telephone 
line on 01782 742333 (during normal office hours: 
9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday).

6. Parish Award (Miss Jones)
The Parish Council were delighted to award the ‘Elsie 
Kelsall Young Persons Award’ to Miss Megan Jones at 
the November Parish Council meeting.
Megan is considered to be an outstanding young 
person who is a treasure and a credit to the Parish not 
only in relation to Audley Cricket Club’s second team 
but also as a musician, playing recently with the 
Audley Ladies Choir. 
Clare Withington - Parish Clerk Audley Rural Parish 
Council - The Croft Barthomley Road Audley Staffs 
ST7 8HU - Tel:07901 692414 
Email - Audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Website - www.audleyparishcouncil.org

CARPETS AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
GOODMAN CARPETS & FLOORING MILL CLEARANCE CARPETS 

Established 30 years

Heathcote Street,  Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245

MON, TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10.30  - 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. OPEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2

80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpets £7.50 p.s.y

100mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

Cushion & felt vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

PRESENT THIS ADVERT TO RECEIVE £10 OFF 
ORDERS OVER £100
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In this article I’d like to focus on another of 
the ways that support is being provided 
following Dan’s Death.

12 months ago we received a phone call 
from Alison Cox MBE, founder of Cardiac 
Risk in the Young, asking us if we were 
agreeable to Daniel’s story being included in 
a new booklet which CRY were compiling.

At the time CRY were already providing 
support booklets for parents and siblings 
along with ones to help families through 
anniversaries, birthdays and Christmas etc.  
This new booklet was to be for the benefit of 
the friends of the young person who had 
sadly passed away.

The stories which are included in this article have 
now been published and the photograph attached 
shows Steve Bailey, Dave Hickson and Nathan Shaw 
who joined Sue, my wife, and myself for the official 
launch of the booklet at a CRY reception held at the 
House of Commons in London back in November 
2017. 

After much deliberating Sue and myself decided to 
ask 3 of Dan’s friends to write their accounts of how 
they came to hear about his death and the effect it had 
on them at the time and how they have coped since. 
Steven Bailey, Dave Hickson and Nathan Shaw, all 
lifelong friends of Dan’s since primary school, were the 
3 we approached;  It was an incredibly tough decision 
as we felt sure that all of Dan’s friends could have done 
him proud but we had to make the decision.

The following are extracts from those 3 stories.
Firstly Steven Bailey from Audley wrote the following
“Before 2015 I hadn’t lost anybody close to me, I had 
never even thought about death so the feelings and 
emotions I experienced were completely new at that 
point.  A positive I take from the past 2 years is the 
way in which we (Dan’s family and friends) were there 
and are still there for each other.  It’s not easy having to 
deal with the grief and sometimes it’s a lonely feeling.  
I’m still learning to cope and some days are harder 
than others but knowing you have a group of people to 
talk to who feel the same helps.

Friends are the family you choose and I’ll always 
consider him a brother.  Dan was a true universally 
liked person.  He was very family orientated and 
treated his friends with the same respect.  You could 
always rely on his honesty and loyalty.  He always 
played the clown and enjoyed making people laugh at 
his own expense.  It hurts that he’s not here to see how 
my life is going and I regret I’ll never see where his 
could have gone.  There should have been more 
memories made, more plans realised and that’s hard to 
accept.  I am just glad that I got to spend the best part 
of 28 years with him as my mate.  There is a Daniel 
Hughes shaped hole within my life and within our 
group that will never be replaced.  From the bottom of 
my heart and I speak for our friends when I say we 

miss him every day and we will always love him.”
Nathan Shaw wrote... Sue, Dan’s mum had the 
heartbreak of finding Dan when he didn’t wake up for 
work.

He was a postman, and so it was unusual that Dan 
hadn’t woken up early doors.  I can’t imagine how she 
must have felt at the time, or how Dave (Dan’s Dad) 
felt when he was told of the news by Sue when she 
called him at work.  No parent should have to witness 
something so tragic.  I remember telling them both 
how sorry I was when I arrived, along with Kim, Dan’s 
sister and Mrs Moss, Dan’s Nan.  They are such a close 
family and I can’t put into words the distress that they 
were all under.  I told them that I was there for them 
whenever they wanted and whatever they needed.

I wanted to tell them I could make things ok, but I 
knew I couldn’t.  They were heartbroken, just like me. 
In the days leading up to the funeral I often got upset 
knowing that I would soon be saying goodbye to Dan 
for the final time.  I was constantly thinking about 
Dan, it was hard to think about anything else.

Looking back, my family, girlfriend, friends and 
Dan’s family were all so comforting when I needed 
them, and for that I will always be entirely grateful.

I was concerned about Dan’s family and what they 
were going through and I just wanted the funeral to go 
as well as it could, to give Dan the send-off that he 
deserved.  Carrying Dan’s coffin with my friends is the 
hardest and most upsetting thing I have ever had to do. 
But it was an honour for me and I knew I needed to be 
by his side on the day that I would say my final 
goodbye.

Dan, you truly were one in a million, a true 
gentleman, but more importantly to me a treasured 
friend.  I will never ever forget all the amazing times 
we shared and not a day goes by that I don’t remember 
your infectious laugh and how you made me smile.

You were taken far too soon, but you will never be 
forgotten.  Miss you always mate, Nath.

Dave Hickson wrote...
A normal morning passed at work and I grabbed my 
mug for a brew.  It was quarter past 11 & I looked at 
my phone and saw a message come through from a 
friend.  ‘Is it true about Danny Hughes?’, the message 
read.  I thought it he must have been taken ill.  The 

FRIENDS FOR EVER
Dan’s memory for all.
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next one, from another friend Steve Bailey, read ‘ring 
me mate’.  So I did just that.  From the moment he 
answered everything seemed to stop.  He held it 
together very bravely to tell me Dan had passed away 
in his sleep.  It was the worst and most unexpected 
thing I’ve ever heard.  I rang my mum next and 
remember her just gasping with disbelief.  Shock, 
sickness, panic, fear, sorrow, devastation, sadness, 
anger, despair.  I think all these feelings and emotions 
added together can’t describe what I was thinking.

I left work straight away and drove at 20mph all the 
way home through the tears.

The date of Tuesday 7th April 2015 would be the day 
we said goodbye to Dan.

The morning came and we walked round to Dan’s 
home to meet his family.

The moment will stay with me forever as the funeral 
cars turned onto Dan’s road and we all stood there in 
pieces next to Dan’s coffin.  Then another moment I 
will never forget, hundreds of people waiting for Dan, 
lining both sides of the road at the crematorium like a 
huge guard of honour.  It took my breath away.  We 
then carried him into the crematorium, took our seats 
and waited as hundreds followed us in.

We all cried, laughed, sang, remembered and 
mourned.  Then said goodbye.

We grew up together, from reception in primary 

school to age 28, but from here on, life has to go on 
without Dan.

I think about him every day. 
Almost 2 years on as I write this I still have moments 

where I tear up, or I 
laugh to myself, 
remembering the 
laughs we shared with 
him!  I am lucky to 
have called him my 
friend.

Whether it’s his 
family, friends, work 
colleagues or whoever 
you speak to, if they 
knew Dan, they now 
sorely miss him.

It can never be easy, 
living with him not 
being around, but now 
we cope by sticking 
together.
The CRY friends booklet is available upon request 
from Cardiac Risk in the Young. 
There is also a face book  page #Cry4Friends.

Dave Hughes.

Harp of Gold 2017-2018
We’ve had another successful year here at 
Harp of Gold and it is all thanks to the 
support we have received yet again.  We’ve 
held our regular Bingo and Race nights as 
well as children’s Halloween and Christmas 
Parties but our main fundraiser was a 
sponsored walk.

We completed the Edale Challenge, a 21 
mile walk (which after getting slightly lost 
became nearly 23 miles!!) on 23rd September 
2017 and despite not all going to plan on the 
day, we raised a wonderful £1688.73.

Thanks to everyone who took part and 
those who sponsored us but we are 
particularly grateful to Beeston Shenton 
Solicitors who very kindly donated £200.00 
towards the costs.

After the fundraising of 2016, we were in 
2017 able to donate £2000.00 to Steve Harp, this was 
used to help purchase a multi terrain wheelchair which 
will allow him greater access.  He was particularly 
looking forward to being able to join his young 
daughters on the beach rather than watching from the 
sidelines. 

We also donated to several good causes last year 
including CRY in memory of Dan Hughes, Jean 
Stevenson for her work within the Parish, Audley 
Methodist Church to assist us in providing monthly 
lunches for those living alone, Ravensmead Eco 
Group, Prampushers and Hope for Huné. 

Due to the success of 2017 fundraisers we raised just 

over £4000.00 again last year, meaning that in 2018 we 
will be able to give another £2000.00 to Steve’s family, 
£1000.00 to CRY in memory of Dan Hughes and there 
will be £1000.00 in our Community Pot.
  If any local group would like to apply for funding 
then please do contact any of the team via Facebook or 
email emma.harrison7@btinternet.com.

We have lots of events coming up this year including 
Bingo, Children’s Parties, a meal at Alessi Restaurant 
and more.  Please do keep an eye on Facebook for 
details and come along.

Again thank you to everyone who has helped and 
supported us in anyway last year, it really is very much 
appreciated by all of us at Harp of Gold.

                                     Emma Harrison Harp Of Gold.
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Rotary Club of Audley
I would like to start this newsletter by thanking each 
and every one of you that contributed in any way to 
both our annual ‘Tree of Light’ event and our Santa 
Clause run around the parish.

This year the tree managed to raise over £470 in 
donations which will be sent to The Donna Louise 
Trust with a further £125 being donated directly to the 
trust using our ‘Just Giving’ page.

The Santa run raised a little over £4,900 which will 
go to our chosen charities, both here and abroad. 
Thank you all again, you are amazing.

The meetings for the last few months are highlighted 
as below.

On 25th October our speaker was Rotarian Steve 
Cartwright who was invited to give us details on the 
“Rotary Kids Out” scheme.  On the 2nd Wednesday of 
June each year over 10,000 Rotarians volunteer at over 
100 venues and whether they live with critical health 
issues, in refuge or with a disability, children across the 
country are to be taken on a fun day out to the zoo, a 
theme park or even the seaside, often for the first time 
in their lives. 

Rotarian Philip Broadhurst was host at the 15th 
November meeting and brought his daughter and 
deputy headteacher Elizabeth along to talk about cyber 
security, especially given the number of ‘smart’ toys 
and gadgets available and the ease in which they can 
be hacked.  Also the ease of which children could be 
tracked by using the location services of their mobile 
phones.

She provided a couple of useful websites where help 
could be obtained:-
nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/
online-safety/
thinkuknow.co.uk/
Or for reporting online abuse - ceop.police.uk/safety-
centre/

On 18th November, Audley Community Centre hosted 
a coffee morning to raise funds for an operation on a 

young lad, Harrison Brown, who has Cerebral Palsy.  
Several members supported the event which was 
reported to have been very successful.  We have since 
learned that an anonymous donor has given an 
amount of money which will allow the surgery to 
proceed early in 2018 and the fund raising will 
continue to provide the support required thereafter.

Helen Chatfield’s guests on 22nd November were 
Scouts, Josh & Jacob, from the Porthill Drum Corp, 
who we were helping with their sponsorship for a trip 
to Vancouver, Canada.  Also attending was their 
Leader, John Champ, son of member Gordon.  They 
finished the evening off with a demonstration of their 
drumming skills and £100 was presented to each of the 
boys.

President Paul hosted the entertainment on the 29th 
November, due to the smaller than usual attendance & 
given the time of year, he decided to provide a ‘Mince 
Pie’ tasting evening.  Due to voting irregularities, 
reminiscent of the USA Presidential Elections, the 
Russian entry was duly elected ‘Pie of the Year’ 
(Actually ALDI and LIDL were voted joint winners.)

The last meeting of the year was on 20th December 
which was our Christmas meal when partners and 
special guests are also invited.  The meal was of an 
excellent standard as usual, thanks to ‘Mine Hosts’ of 
the Boughey Arms, Mark and Wendy Beech, and their 
very efficient staff.  The time between courses was 
interspersed with seasonal poems and readings, which 
made a refreshing change. 
After the meal President Paul was able to make special 
presentations of Rotary ‘Long Service’ awards to 7 of 
the members present totalling 260 years of ‘Service 
above Self ’.  Take a bow, D. Royle, P. Pickering, M. 
Griffiths, R. Edwards, M. Jessop, K. Jones & P. 
Broadhurst, MBE.
You can hold your heads high, knowing that you have 
‘Made a Difference’ to the local and international 
communities.
To learn more about Rotary, visit our website at:
www.audleyrotary.co.uk, contact us via our 
Facebook and Twitter accounts or e-mail us at 
contact@audleyrotary.co.uk                                                                                                                                               
                                                                         Ian Knight
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 12th GRAND NATIONAL  
 BEER FESTIVAL 

 
 

    
 

 
 

         
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

For more details telephone David Titley 721169 or 720725 
 

COLD REFRESHMENTS 
All Beers and Ciders £2.60 per pint  
£2.40 per pint when 5 pint voucher purchased 

Audley Cricket Club 

CAMRA CLUB OF THE YEAR 2012 & 2013 
 

Free admission 
Mon, Tues, Wed & Thurs: 5.00pm – 11.30pm 

Friday & Saturday: 12 Noon - 11.30pm 
Strictly no admission after 11.00pm 

 

 From 9th to 14th April 2018 

 

Including over 30 Beers and 6 Ciders 

Plus: Gin Bar 
 

As we enter our first full year as a volunteer run library, 
we can have the satisfaction that it has been a success, 
and I believe that we have overturned any doubts that 
might have arisen regarding that volunteers taking over 
would result in a poorer service.

This success, with initial help and advice from the 
staff at Newcastle and the County Library Service, has 
been entirely due to the commitment, hard work and 
enthusiasm of the working committee and all the 
volunteers who have continued to provide the 
professional service that the community comes to 
expect.

Most library members will probably be now aware 
that we extended the opening hours to include full days, 
9-5 on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.

At the beginning of December the village celebrated 
the switching on of the “Tree of Light” Christmas Tree 
which was situated in front of the library, and following 
the service, everyone who attended was invited back 
into the library to enjoy refreshments which were 
provided by the Rotary Club and library volunteers. 
This was a very enjoyable start to the Christmas season 
and around 50 or so people came in and enjoyed the 
hospitality.  This is an event that I am sure will be part of 
our calendar of events for 2018.

We have had a steady increase in library new 
members both children and adults which is encouraging 
and vital for the service to continue.

Plans for the future include moving the local history 
and reference section from their current position in the 
main library into the side room, which was originally 
the Children’s Centre.  This will allow us to expand these 
sections whilst providing a quiet area for research and 
freeing up space for other books.              David Heath

AUDLEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
AND INFORMATION CENTRE

Mobile service covering Audley, Alsager and Newcastle Areas 

Salon service available at Ebony & Ivory 
26 Ravens Lane, Bignall End, ST7 8PS 

(Side Entrance of Bignall End Barbers shop) 

 

SERVICES PROVIDED – Cuts, Cut and blow drys, Colours, 
Foils, Perms, Hair Braiding, Hair Weaves and More 

 

 

 
SALON or MOBILE 

Service Now Available 

Opening Times  

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Call Jeanette on: 07940127805 
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HALMER END C.I.C INSTITUTE
MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR 2018

TUESDAY  VIBE DANCE & DRAMA ACADEMY  4.45pm to 8.30pm - Shanice 07940 515131**************
YOGA - 10am to 11am

Contact Sandra 07951 319844

Halmer End C.I.C Institute
If you are interested in HIRING THE HALL please contact Margaret on 078816 41175 

For more information please contact Mike Joynson on - 077691 94406
Email - halmerendcic@gmail.com 

Facebook pages Friends of Halmer End C.I.C official

FRIDAY
YOGA 6.30pm TO 7.30pm
Contact Sandra  07951319844

MONDAY
Little Learners

Physical Creative Sensory & Social Development

For Babies & Toddlers 9.30am to 11.30am
Contact Kate 07894 088952

*****************
INDOOR & OUTDOOR Bowling 

       1.30pm to 3.30pm - New members welcomed 

Contact Linda 07986 860400
   *****************

Craft Club 5.30pm to 7pm
Contact Lyn 07714 787809

THURSDAY
Minnie’s Stay & Play

9.30am till 11.30am
Contact Julie 07909 114065

**************   
INDOOR & OUTDOOR BOWLING

1.30pm to 3.30pm - New members welcomed
Contact Linda 07986860400

**************  
PIYO FITNESS 6.30pm to 7.30pm

Contact Nicci 07967 779232

**************SATURDAY
BOXERCISE Mixed Class

10.30 to 11.30 Contact Keri 07795225061

WEDNESDAY
Tai-Chi  & Chi Fit  10am to 11.30am

Contact Heather
07773 398067  or Heather@HTMUK.com

*****************
Imagine Dance - Dance Fit 

7pm to 8pm
   Contact Nicci - 07967 779232

 New members welcomed
*****************

Northland Mercenaires
Viking Re-Enactment Group

8.15pm to 10.15pm
Contact Linda 077921 44491

*****************

Minnie’s Tea Room
Wednesday 11am to 1.30pm

Home cooked food with unlimited 
Tea or Coffee

Food available to Eat In or Takeaway

FORTHCOMING EVENT
JUNE 2018 BEER FESTIVAL

 7th 8th 9th 10th times to be arranged

SUNDAY
FOOTBALL

LADS & DADS AUDLEY ACES
Contact Anthony  07956 856917
‘Sunday Breakfast is served from’ 

MINNIES TEA ROOM

Audley Methodist Church's 

Community Event

Audley 

Together

Need Information??
Looking for a New Hobby??

Visit all your Parish Groups in one room
Hot Refreshments Available

Saturday 28th April 2018 

10am - 2pm

P.A.M.S. 2018.
This year, we will be holding our 8th FREE 
Medieval and Community Event.  This will 
take place as usual on the Millennium Green 
and inside the Audley Community Centre. 
Nantwich Road. Castle Hill. ST7 8DH on 
Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd April 2018. 
11.00am to 5.00pm.

The parade will commence at 10.30am from 
the Car Park of the Community Centre 
(Saturday only) with the scouts/beavers and 
re enactors parading around the village, 
returning back at approx. 11.00am ready for 
the opening of the event.

Please contact 07782 349 524 or 
parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.
uk for further information.
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Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BUILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSULATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEL: 01782 720212  FAX: 01782 722089 
EMAIL:  sales@williamrileys.co.uk

WILLIAM RILEY & SONS LTD.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE - 
AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

            Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.

 SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS 

BULBS AND SEEDS
GARDENING NEEDS FOR ALL

HORSLEYS

LOGS,  
COAL &  
STICKS 

FOR SALE

DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES

SAND | CEmENT | PLASTER

WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

GARDEN TOOLS

BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS

hORSE & DOG FEED

EvErything 
you nEEd undEr 

onE roof

H o rt i c u lt u r a l  &  D o m e s t i c  H a r Dwa r e

63 cHurcH street, auDley.  tel: 01782 720507

frEE LoCAL dELivEryfrEE LoCAL dELivEry



Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

At competitive prices. 
Tel 07989 567227

Brochures & Samples available

84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL

Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

ELECTRONIC CIGARETTES AVAILABLE

 

DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS - 
CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night / 
20 new releases every month.  Need to send 
a fax or have something laminated?  
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.


