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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End - linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

Monday Night is our Cheese Night
tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’  

tues ‘HaPPY HOUrs’ £2.20 per pint               
5pm-8pm. 

draught & Cask Beers
 

Oakhams Academy of Excellence

BINGO! tue & sunday afternoon 1-3pm

slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

visit the website for delicious recipes

happy!
live
with

Slimming World

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tel: Clare
07808 192011

++
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FeatUres

Welcome to all our readers, I wish to 
take this opportunity to wish you all 
A Very Happy New Year.

I wish to thank everyone for the 
kind comments on us reaching our 
50th issue of the magazine, an 
achievement I never thought we 
would reach.

I also wish to announce that at 
last our new website is going live 
and fingers crossed we will soon be 
adding items to its pages.

There is already a number of back 
issue which can be viewed.

Myself and Eric Davies will be the 
administrators of the site, we just 
need the appropriate training then 
we will be up and running.

2015 has been a controversial time 
within our village.

We still await a decision on our 
village Post Office, the problem of 
either its loss or relocation is still to 
be resolved and I’m sure the people 
of Audley won’t want to lose it.

Once we get the news we will let 
you know.  It is thought that a 
decision on this could be made 
before our next issue is published.

I’m so pleased to see that the 
Halmer End Institute has found new 
life once again and with help from 
the people of the community it will 
once again be a focal point of the 
village.  Good luck to all concerned.

I do so hope you enjoy this issue 
of the magazine and all our future 
issues.

Editor Ernie Moulton

A meeting was called on Thursday 4 
February by the Parish Council to 
discuss the issues surrounding 
Anti-Social Behaviour in the Village 
and the future of the Comrades 
Shelter, prior to a full Council 
Meeting which followed.

The meeting was chaired by Rev J 
Taylor who opened the meeting and 
introduced the Council Members 
and representatives from the Police, 
Sgt Jon Critton and PSCO Ian 
Blythe.

Initial comments came from 
residents living near to the 
Comrades Shelter, Peak Pursuits 
and the Chair of the Community 
Centre, about noise, litter and 
damage caused by some young 
people.  The behaviour affects the 
reputation of the village, property 
prices and the cost of the damage 
caused.  Peak Pursuits quoted 
£12000 as a cost to them.

Comments began to become 
heated, suggesting that the young 
people be moved to another location 
away from the village, maybe 
Leddys Field or the playground.

Perhaps the shelter could be 
knocked down, losing village history 
and its memorial.  A comment by a 
resident suggested that the situation 
was hopeless, to which the Police 

refuted.  
“Move ‘em on” again!  Could the 

young people clear up their own 
“mess”?  Young People need 
somewhere to go!  

Perhaps a Pay and Stay Car Park 
at the Community Centre, using the 
proceeds to provide somewhere for 
the young people to go, but as it is 
owned by Newcastle Borough 
Council, perhaps not a way forward.  

A suggestion was made that the 
issue needs to be tackled by and 
with the young people themselves.

Perhaps an inter-agency (Police, 
Social & Youth Services, and 
Community) approach which must 
include the young people 
themselves.

Comments were made from one 
ex Councillor who did ask young 

Meeting of Electors of Audley Parish

people in the past to do some litter 
picking in the village; the 
Community Centre management 
has asked the young people to talk 
to them with a view to offering some 
sort of provision, perhaps a Cinema 
Club.  The Millennium Trust had 
seats destroyed on the Green.  It 
seems that only a minority of young 
people do actually cause damage.  

PSCO Blythe commented that 
whilst he understood the concerns, 
but where could a location be found 
for the young people to use?

Rev Taylor asked for a straw poll 
regarding the Comrades Shelter, to 
which it seemed that a majority were 
in favour of knocking it down.  It 
was suggested that an alternative 
memorial be constructed to keep the 
history alive.

We will report any decision made 
by our Parish Council in the next 
issue of the magazine.  The meeting 
was closed just after 8 pm to allow 
the Parish Council to continue with 
its business.
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Carpets at warehouse priCes
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years

80/20 Wool twists British made 
rrp £15.99 p.s.y - our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back stain resistant carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y

100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

present tHis advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote street,  chesterton, newcastle under lyme Tel: 01782 562245

mon, tues, Wed, fri, sat 10.30  - 5.30. tHurs 10.30 - 4. open sunday 10.30 - 2

Audley Parish Angling Club has 
applied for a grant of £10,000.00 
from the Big Lottery Fund and, 
provided that all the information 
and details regarding the work 
APAC is proposing meets with its 
requirements, the club stands a very 
good chance of having the grant 
approved.  This application for the 
grant has been based on the 
following submissions:-

Bates Wood Lake was established 
circa 1990 and was formed from the 
‘run off’ water from open cast 
mining.  On completion of coal 
extraction it was decided to turn the 
area into a nature reserve and an 
area for local residents to enjoy for 
recreational purposes.

Over the last 3 years the status of 
the lake has been changed to a 
shared angling and nature reserve, 
this was done to assist with the need 
for local fishing and to have a greater 
presence on the site.  Audley Parish 
Angling Club was formed in August 
2013 to encourage local residents to 
take up the sport.  The club now has 
150 plus registered members with 15 
sponsored junior members (under 
16s) and a similar number of 
disabled anglers. 40 members are 
over 60 years of age.

Access to Bates Wood 
Lake for disabled anglers is 
very limited, gates to the 
pathways are too narrow 
and gradients too steep for 
wheelchair usage, assisted 
or not.  Also, there are no 
suitable angling pegs for wheelchair 
users.

The Club wishes to improve this 
by widening and re-aligning 
existing pathways to create a route 
suitable for non-assisted wheelchair 
access to run from the main link 
road off Red Hall Road 370 metres 
in length to be able to access the 
large pool, replacing narrow gates 
with suitable, disabled kissing gates 
and provide 5 angling platforms 
specifically designed for wheel chair 
users.

Less able bodied people find it 
very difficult to access the lake using 
existing pathways.  Wheelchair and 
powered mobility scooter users 
cannot traverse the steep existing 
inclines.  Parts of the pathways get 
flooded in wet weather making it 
very difficult for all to find a safe 
way to get to the lake.

Lack of suitable fishing platforms 
make it virtually impossible for 
wheelchair users to fish.

 
The proposed platforms are 
approved by the Angling Trust and 
the British Disabled Angling 
Association.

There are no known fishing lakes 
in the surrounding area with this 
type of facility, or beauty, which can 
be adapted at this low cost.

In addition to the above we would 
also mention that the club is still 
looking for new members – 
particularly junior members (under 
16s ) - there are a limited number of 
sponsorships available which will 
give free membership for juniors.  
Full membership is just £20.00 P.A. 
and concessions £10.00 P.A.  
Membership runs from 1st April 
and application forms are available 
from me direct or via e-mail.

If you need any further 
information please give me a call.

 Brian Billings - Chair Audley 
Parish Angling Club

 Telephone 01782720059 - Mobile 
07976288823

Audley Fishing Club
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Clothing alterations, repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  the Cobbles  36/38 Church street, audley  
tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

the perfect Fit

images for illustration purposes only.

Hitmix Radio, the brand new Community Radio 
Station for the Borough of Newcastle-under-Lyme 
began broadcasting from its studios in Alsagers Bank 
on Saturday 28th November 2015.

Station Manager, Robbie Benson said, “We have been 
overwhelmed by the encouragement and support we 
have received and we would like to thank the many 
people already tuning in to Hitmix on a regular basis.”

Hitmix Radio is broadcasting on 107.5 FM, so tune in 
if you haven’t already.  You won’t be disappointed!

Robbie explained, “Hitmix Radio’s objective is to 
provide low cost advertising for small businesses, free 
advertising for charities and not-for-profit organisations, 
and all round great entertainment for the people of our 
Borough.  

Our motto is ‘more variety more of the time’ and we 
play something for everyone!  We are your Community 
Radio Station!”

If you would like to promote your charity, advertise 
your business or generally get involved with Hitmix 
Radio, they would be pleased to hear from you on 01782 
661075, email them on news@thehitmix.co.uk or visit 
them at their studios at Alsagers Bank.  They look 
forward to hearing from you!

Robbie Hits Our Airwaves

As we start 2016 we continue to be without a vicar, 
commonly called a period of interregnum.  We are 
moving forward in the selection process and would 
hope to have selected a replacement for Peter within the 
first quarter of 2016.  We are extremely fortunate to 
have a very supportive fellowship, so all the day to day 
running of the church continues and with the help of 
the Reverends Jack Holt and Stephen Pratt we are 
seamlessly covering such things as weddings, baptisms 
and funerals.

The Christmas period was very busy and it is good to 
report that attendances at the church services were 
generally higher than the previous year.  Carols by 
Candlelight continues to be very popular and well 
attended.

This year we joined with the Rotary Club of Audley 
and Santa and his sleigh to sing carols and invite people 
to our services.  We were also present at the Audley 
Community Centre Christmas market.

Once again we played host to our two local choirs, 
along with Philip Cartwright, Stefan and Cheshire Brass 
for the bi-annual Christmas concert.  As usual this was 
a sellout and we were treated to a wonderful concert of 
Christmas music.  We can report that £1115 will be 
distributed to charities as a result.

We are now looking forward to organising Lent and 
Easter events, with a special weekend for Mothering 
Sunday.

St. James Church are thankful for mums!  As part of 
our Mothering Sunday events this year, we are treating 
mums on Saturday 5th March to Coffee, Cake & Craft.

Bring a mum or dad along for a coffee and a slice of 
cake between 10am - 12pm on Saturday 5th March at 
St. James Church Hall.  Refreshments and Mothering 
Sunday craft available for the children.

2016 Report from St James Church School Reunion 2015 Class of 75
Correction to the information we supplied in our 
last issue, we wish to say that Jane Fox (Fryer) did in 
fact attend the reunion which took place in July 
2015.

Sadly Jane passed away on October 1st 2015.  
We apologise for any misunderstanding this may 

have caused.
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This year the society 
celebrates its 30th 
anniversary, having 
been formed in May 
1986 as a family 
history society, hence 
its name, but 
eventually 
incorporating local 
history. 

In spite of the increasing number of people using 
internet websites to trace their family trees, membership 
is in excess of 100.  The area covered by the society is the 
ancient parish of Audley (including the Talke area) and 
the surrounding ancient parishes of Betley, Madeley, 
Keele, Wolstanton, Church Lawton and Barthomley, 
along with the later parishes of Alsager, Chesterton, 
Knutton and Silverdale, created out of the ancient 
parishes.  Baptisms, marriages and burials, churchyard 
and cemetery memorial inscriptions, census returns, 
electoral registers, maps, land and property surveys and 
trade directories are among the many records held by 
the society.

Annual membership costs £6.00 per individual and 
£9.00 per couple which includes entry to research 
meetings and talks.  Non-members are welcome, 
admission £1.00.  Research meetings are held in Audley 
Church Hall, on the first Wednesday of every month, 
from 2.00-4.00pm. 

There are six talks in the Church Hall each year at 
two monthly intervals from February to December, all 
beginning at 7.30pm on the first Friday of the month, 
on a variety of subjects.  The society attends events 
during the year, from local ones in the Audley area to 
the annual Border History fairs in North Staffordshire 
and South Cheshire (see photo).

Since 1995 the society has published an annual 
journal, the Audley Historian, containing articles, 
mostly written by members, on family and local history 
subjects.  These have proved very popular over the years 
and are on sale to members (at reduced prices) and 
non-members. 

In addition, books have been published on memorial 
inscriptions, old wills, parish registers, the dead of 
World Wars 1 and 2 as listed on local war memorials, 
and letters sent home by soldiers in World War 1, as well 
as our two most recent publications, Index to Mining 
Deaths and Village Life in 1920s and 1930s Halmer End 
(see photo).  A quarterly members’ newsletter has been 
published since 1991.

There is a website (www.audleyfhs.co.uk) containing 
up-to-date information about the society, talks, records 
and publications, along with photo articles on Audley, 
Bignall End, Wood Lane, Miles Green, Halmer End and 
Alsagers Bank, and pages on Coal Mining and World 
Wars; also a growing internet Facebook page (a closed 
group but anyone can apply to join).

There have been numerous projects involving 
members over the years, most of which have involved 
the transcribing of records, originally by hand, but later 
as digital records.  

Two projects are currently in progress; an update of 
the book Never To Return, about the soldiers on the 
local war memorials and a book in memory of the 
victims of the 1918 Minnie Pit disaster which is planned 
for publication in January 2018 to mark the centenary of 
the disaster.  Any information would be welcome, 
especially photographs, on either subject (Full 
information on the website including lists of Minnie Pit 
victims and the dead of World Wars 1 and 2).

If you are interested in tracing your family tree or the 
history of your house (pre-1950) then why not come 
along to one of our meetings? 

Assistance and advice is always available.
The two most recent events involving the society:
The Border History Fair at Alsager on 10 October 

2015 and the Halmer End book launch at the Methodist 
Church on 9 January 2016.

Audley & District  
Family History 
Society 1986-2016
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SpINNINg
CLASSES

pRofESSIoNAL 
NUtRItIoNAL 

ADVICE

CIRCUIt 
tRAININg

pERSoNAL 
tRAININg

KoRE fItNESS, StoNEwALL INDUStRIAL EStAtE, SILVERDALE
www.KoREfItNESS.Co.UK   KoREfItNESS

  KARL - 07947566670  oR  BEN - 07881205684

 

Most makes of stoves are now available.

nEW OPEnIng hOuRs

10am - 3pm  Saturdays only.

Appointments can be made for any day including Sundays.

Contact Richard 07432 091 699

ThE sTOvE EMPORIuM lTD.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk

Can you spare some time each week to help save Audley 
Library from potential closure?

 Staffordshire County Council are seeking committed 
people to form a group to help to run the library service 
in Audley.  This will keep the facility open for all to use 
in the Parish - with support from Staffordshire County 
Council officers.  Without volunteers there is a chance 
that the library may close. 

The Parish Council would like to encourage anyone 
who may be interested in helping to let the Parish or 
County Council know as soon as possible, so that a 
group of volunteers can be formed.  So far only a couple 
of people have expressed an interest which is not 
enough.    

Further information can be found at the Staffordshire 
County Council website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/
communitylibraries or by email to connectedlibraries@
staffordshire.gov.uk 

Anti-social Behaviour and vandalism continues to 
be a costly problem for the Parish.

Due to a few mindless individuals who continue to 
damage play equipment and other parish assets, the bill 
for repairs for the Parish Council so far has totalled 
£6000 since April 2015.  This comes from the precept, 
which is collected through your Council Tax paid to the 
Borough Council.  These figures do not include the bill 
for repairs paid by the Borough Council, which again 
will be paid for by your Council Tax.

The Parish Council will continue to work with the 
Police on these issues, and will pursue any known 
offenders. 

Please report any incidents or information to 101.
Please help us to look after the Parish for everyone’s 

benefit.  
Is there a ‘Best Kept Village’ in Audley Parish? 

Entrants needed for the County’s ‘Best Kept Village’ 
competition 2016

Applications are again invited from community 
groups/individuals who take pride in their villages to 
enter into this prestigious competition.

The deadline for applications is on 28th March 2016.  
If you are interested in forming a community group or 
are an existing group, please contact the Parish Council 
for further details.    

You can visit our website at anytime http://
audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 noticeboards 
across the Parish for more info, agendas and minutes.  

You can contact Mrs C Withington, Parish Clerk as 
follows:

Post: 17 Wimberry Drive, Newcastle,   
Staffs ST5 7SG    Phone: 07901 692414

mail: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Audley Rural Parish  
Council News 2016

Audley Alloments?
Interested in becoming an allotment gardener?

email audleyallotments@gmail.com
or

Call Roger on  01782 723512
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Since the last publication, the Year 7 pupils have 
experienced their first Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School Christmas concert to great acclaim.  The future 
is certainly very bright if the talent on display was 
anything to go by.  We would like to thank everyone 
who attended the Year 7 Christmas concert and hope 
you enjoyed it as much as the pupils (and Mr. Kerr!)

As ever, the first term back after the summer break 
was a busy one!  We are a caring community and the 
pupils and staff all demonstrate the ethos of caring for 
others through the many activities we do.

Our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 7th November was 
once again a HUGE success.  A whole host of 
enthusiastic Christmas shoppers turned out and were 
rewarded with a vast array of stalls selling everything 
from handmade soap to delicious cakes to beautifully 
crafted candleholders.

Santa was once again present and was inundated by 
requests from children who had definitely not been 
naughty!  

The entertainment was provided by the Porthill Scout 
band whose skills with the drums amazed all present.

The majority of school run stalls were raising money 
for the two Christmas appeals we support in school.

The first is Operation Child Christmas shoe boxes, 
helping children over the world, and the Salvation 
Army Toy appeal that supports local children. 

Thank you to all who helped make the afternoon so 
enjoyable.  It was wonderful that so many supported the 
Christmas Fayre and we look forward to our next 
co-operative community event. 

If you would like to help out, have suggestions for or 
be involved in future community events, email Ms 
Deakin, j.deakin@stb.coop 

In late November, the School Council co-ordinated 
the school’s participation in Operation Christmas 
Child. Each tutor group put together a Christmas box 
full of items.  The boxes were then collected and sent 
overseas to children who would not otherwise get a 
Christmas gift.  Some tutor groups provided enough 
gifts to fill a number of boxes with Mrs Kay’s group 
filling seven!  The school is very proud to be part of such 
a kind and caring community.  In total, 725 boxes were 
sent from the area and we eagerly await the photos from 
the children who have received the boxes.

In December the school supported the Salvation 
Army Toy Appeal.  It is a charity initiative that is close 
to all our hearts as it supports local families who are in 
crisis.  We donated new toys and gifts that will be 
distributed to children who would not have received a 
gift otherwise.

The toys were presented to Mrs Dunn from The 
Salvation Army and she was delighted and thrilled to 
see so many toys donated.  She thanked the whole 
school for its continued support and generosity.   

On the 4th December we hosted the Audley LAP 
Annual Christmas Shindig.  Once again the local 
residents joined us for an action packed afternoon. 

The catering students, as ever, excelled themselves 
and produced a most wonderful afternoon tea and the 
number of doggy bags requested was testament to the 
quality of food being provided! 

The sandwiches were delicious and the cakes were 
mouth watering!  The School Council acted as hosts for 
the afternoon and served tea and coffee.  They were also 
responsible for the entertainment. 

There was additional excitement mid-afternoon when 
Father Christmas visited with a present for all.  The 
afternoon’s activities were great fun. It was a multi- 
generational experience which was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all and long may this tradition continue. 

As part of their preparation for the world beyond Sir 
Thomas Boughey, Year 11 had their Mock Interview 
Evening on the 11th February.

Interviewers from a range of occupations, colleges 
and training providers were on hand to offer the pupils 
some wise words of advice over their presentation, the 
quality of their written documentation and to give 
feedback to the pupils on their performance in a formal 
interview situation.  

Year 11 all found it incredibly beneficial and we are 
sure it will stand them in good stead for the future.

Continuing with the theme of careers, many of our 
Year 10 pupils have already confirmed their work 
experience placements which are due to take place from 
Monday 27th June to Friday 8th July 2016.  

If you are able to provide a placement or offer any 
assistance, please contact the school – your support 
would be very much appreciated.

Sir Thomas Boughey School
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PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL
We are a non profit making organisation.
OPEn 
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon / Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 
3pm During term-time

We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for  
2 and 3 year olds.

From september 2015 we are offering 
wraparound for Richard Heathcote Primary.  Also drop 
off and pick up from the school

For more details call Kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.

The season is well underway now and at the time of 
putting pen to paper all teams at the club are 
progressing well.  In the senior section the 1st team sit 
just below midway in the Premier division of the Staffs 
County Senior League and have progressed to the 
Quarter Final of the Staffs FA Vase.  By the time the 
magazine goes to print this game should have been 
completed weather permitting, so I will update you on 
any progress in the next edition of Audley Community 
News. 

Meanwhile the 2nd team have made a good start to 
the league in division 2 winning 4 out of their first 5 
games.  The youth and junior teams are also achieving 
good results in their respective leagues and cup 
competitions and I will keep you up to date on 

footballing matters as the season continues.
With respect to fund raising on behalf of the club I 

would like to thank everybody from the village and 
surrounding area for their attendance at the annual 
Fireworks Display.  I hope that you all enjoyed the 
evening and from the feedback received this seemed to 
be the case. 

From the 22nd to 28th February the club will host 
their annual Beer Festival in order to continue to raise 
much needed funds to support the club.  Already 
sponsorship has been secured from several local 
businesses which is very much appreciated as without 
this financial support such events would cease to be 
undertaken.  We would welcome individuals to also 
support this event, which is in its 15th year, as it is a 
great community event and a chance for folks to meet 
up and enjoy an evening out with friends and family.

Richard Platt Chairman

Audley Brass 
Principal Cornet 
player James 
Griffiths came 
away with Best 
Soloist Prize at 
the recent Brass 
at the Guild 
Contest.  The 
contest held at 
the Guild Hall 
Preston on the 
24th January 
was the first 
competition for 
Audley Brass 
for 2016 which 

they use for a warm 

up for the Midlands Regional Championships in March.
The band also did well against tough competition, 

coming fourth with a good performance of their 
regional test piece “The Journal of Phileas Fogg” based 
on Around the World in 80 Days by Jules Verne.

Band M.D Tom Hancock said “it was wonderful for 
James to receive the award; he reluctantly took up the 
role of leading the band, but has developed into a really 
great player and bandsman”

The band has some exciting projects lined up this 
year with their own concert at the Church of St Mary 
Magdalene Alsager on 7th May and a heritage concert at 
the Bethesda Chapel Hanley on 25th June. 

For more information go to our website at:  
www.audleybrass.org or follow us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com/Audley-Brass

Audley Football Club 2016

Audley Brass Principal hits the high note
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At Ravensmead Primary School, this half term 
commenced with a very exciting but educational time 
with some exhilarating activities and incredible 
visitors…

The Birdman and ‘Wings and Things’

On Tuesday 3rd November, the children were 
visited by Nick Williams who came to school to talk 
to them about wildlife around the world and showed 
them a huge range of photographs during his slide 
show.  On Wednesday 4th November, it was time for 
the animals to come to life as the children were visited 
by Simon and his feathery friends from ‘Wings and 
Things.’  During the morning all of the children got the 
chance to meet a range of animals including a Harris 
Hawk, an African Eagle Owl, a python and a tarantula 
(much to the horror of some of the staff!).  The 
children saw some of the birds flying and one Year 5/6 
child even had the chance to hold the Harris Hawk.

“It was a bit scary at first but I thought it must be 
friendly,” (TJ, Y5/6).

A super time was had by all!

Poppy Day Bake Off
This event took place on Thursday 5th November 

for parents and grandparents in remembrance of all 
war veterans.  They were welcomed to spend the day 
making shortbread biscuits with the Year 5 and 6 
children.

“A fantastic morning, lovely activities, wonderfully 
planned and organised and the children in my group 
knew exactly why they were doing the activity.  I would 
love to come back again,” (Gill, Amber’s Granny).

Parents and Grandparents were also invited to join 
the children for a school lunch, then onto enjoying 
the rest of the afternoon icing the biscuits that they 
had already made.  All generations understood the 
importance of Remembrance Day.

“I enjoyed meeting the grown ups and working 
together,” (Archie, age 9).

“I had a fantastic day making poppy shortbread  
and I want to say thank you to all of my helpers,”  
(Zoe, age 9).

A truly memorable day was had by all.

Poppy Sewing Day
This fun filled day took place on Friday November 

6th.  The Grandparents were invited in to make felt 
poppies and wow!  What an attendance of happy, 
enthusiastic people they were.

The day commenced for the Grandparents with 
coffee, biscuits and a chat, then off to the hall to meet 
the pupils and begin the cutting of the felt and sewing 
of the buttons. 

A little difficulty in finding the eye of the needle for 
some, but we got there in the end.  Once again the 
Grandparents were invited to stay for lunch alongside 
the children, then it was back to a busy afternoon 
sewing.

Miss Colclough of Year 3/4 said, “Our sewing day was 
lovely, hectic but good fun.  It was great to see the 
children working alongside their grandparents to 
produce some beautiful poppies, the displays are 
stunning.”

“Lots of fun and enjoyment, the staff worked hard.  It 
was nice to involve grandparents in school activities,” 
(Nana to Matthew).

“My nana came into school and helped me and my 
friends to make a poppy, she made some new friends 
too.  This was one of the best days I have had in school  
and my nana really enjoyed it,” (Kian, age 8).

Events from our Ravensmead Primary School
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Stone Age Topic Day

Year 3/4 had 
another exciting week the second week back with their 
Stone Age Topic days.  Two days of travelling back in 
time with some Stone Age activities including weaving, 
making bracelets, making spears out of flint and sticks 
and making flour from barley on a quern stone. 

The children also became archaeologists, excavating 
and finding artefacts from all the Stone, Iron and 
Bronze Ages.

Miss Colclough, Year 3/4 Class Teacher said, “We 
had great fun during Stone Age Topic Day.  The first 
hand experiences are invaluable to the children, 
enhancing their learning by bringing history alive.”

Diwali workshop.
Children in Reception had a Diwali workshop 

provided by the Local Authority Ethnic Minority 
Achievement Service.  During the workshop the 

children listened to a story, learnt a Diwali song and 
dance, as well as creating a Diwali card.

All the children thoroughly enjoyed the workshop 
and at the end of the day performed their dance and 
song to the whole school, during a special Diwali 
Assembly.

                                        Miss J Price - Mrs M Horne.

Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

Pictured here is Mark Chilton with the shield he was 
presented with after 
becoming the Champion of 
Champions of the outdoor 
bowling competition whilst  
representing Halmer End 
Crown Green Bowling 
Club.

The competition was held 
at Wolstanton Marsh on the 
10 September 2015 .

Players are invited from 
all 3 divisions with the 
highest average scorer in 

each division (in this case Division 3) to take part.
Mark was triumphant in all three of his matches 

winning, 21-17, 21-15 and 21-19.
Mark who is first team captain at Halmer End Crown 

green Bowling Club is looking forward to the 
forthcoming season with Halmer End and is hoping for 
a successful and eventful season.  The Club is now 
associated to a Community Interest Company and is a 
popular venue for locals for both indoor and outdoor 
events.

The current indoor bowling is based on a friendly 
status with matches arranged  locally and in Wales.  We 
meet on Monday and Thursday afternoons commencing 

at 1-30pm at a cost of £2-00. 
The annual fee is £25 for both indoor and outdoor 

bowls.  Please contact Linda on 721212 for outdoor and 
Winston on 720172 for indoor for more details.

Champion Of Champions
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Maurice Maddock
It is with great sadness we 
announce the passing of 
Maurice on the 7th December 
2015 while in the care of the 
staff at Wilbraham House 
Audley, aged 90 years.  Due to 
his failing health he had spent 
the last nineteen months of 
his life there with Sylvia his 

devoted wife visiting religiously every day.
Maurice was the most loving and kindest husband to 

Sylvia, devoted and loving Dad to son John, a cherished 
granddad to Krysia, Marysia, John and Harriet.

Maurice was born in Audley but lived most of his life 
in Bignall End.  When Sylvia and Maurice married, on 
the 14th January 1956 at St. James’ Church Audley, they 
moved to Boon Hill and have spent all their married life 
in the same home.

At the age of five, Maurice attended Ravens Lane 
School, followed by Halmer End School at the age of 11 
where he stayed to the age of 14 years.

On leaving school he first went to work for Humbers 
Funeral Directors in Alsagers Bank.  Maurice did not 
stay there too long and on leaving took up a position 
with the Butt Lane Coop in Audley where he stayed for 
the next thirty two years.  In 1971 Maurice embarked on 
a new career as the Steward to the Audley Workingmen’s 
Club and his final job was as the Steward of the Wood 
Lane Club until its closure.

Maurice was also a second world war veteran having 
had a career in the forces.  In July 1943 he was called up 
to serve for his King and Country and joined the South 
Staffs regiment who were one of the forces to land on the 
Normandy Beaches.  Maurice was wounded in action 
when serving in France and after recovering from his 
injuries he returned back to service and was once again 
wounded in action on the borders of Holland and 
Germany with the King’s Own Scottish Borderers.

We are sure you will understand the pride his parents 
felt when they received this letter from Lieutenant Lilley 
saying, “ You can be proud of your son as he has 
acquitted himself to the highest degree in action.  Ever 
since being in the front line he was at all times cheerful 
and never complained of the hardship one has to endure.  
For his first time in action he was brave under heavy 
mortaring and shelling and he is a great loss to me, as 
soldiers of his type are very few and rare.  I am yours 
Sincerely C.V. Lilley 8th July 1944”.

Sport played a big part throughout Maurice’s life, on 
his return from the forces he and his mates joined 
together to play football and called themselves Audley Ex 
Servicemen’s Club and they were quite a successful team 
in the leagues where they played.  Snooker and billiards 
were a life long passion and he would often be seen 
playing for local teams to a very good standard.

Maurice also took great pride in teaching the local 
youngsters, including his son John, the skills of both 
snooker and billiards.

He was an active member at the Bignall End Cricket 
Club where he was made a life member.

Joe Holdcroft
Peacefully Joe aged 74 years passed 
away on the 25th November 2015 after 
a long battle with illness, surrounded 
by his loving family.

Joe was a resident of Chesterton and 
the dearly beloved husband to Pauline, 
a cherished dad to Paul, John and 
Chris and father-in law to Pam and 
Karen.  Joe was a very proud granddad 

to his four grandchildren and also a great granddad and 
a caring brother of Nancy, the late Arthur and the late 
Maud.

Joe was born in Miles Green and attended the local 
schools.  One of Joe’s passions was that he loved to be out 
fishing and had for a number of years been part of the 
Bignall End Workingmen’s Clubs Indoor Bowling Team.  
Joe was a very well respected member of the community, 
this was seen by the number of people who attended his 
funeral, which was held at the Bradwell Crematorium on 
the 11th Dec 2015.  He will be sadly missed by his family 
and all who knew him.

We are sure his friends will miss his friendly greeting 
by saying ‘How are you brother”.  Maurice was not just a 
lovely man, he was kind hearted, well respected, a 
gentleman and a good friend to many, who will be sorely 
missed by all who knew him.  The funeral was held on 
17th December 2015 at the Audley Methodist Church, 
followed by burial at the Bignall End Cemetery.  All 
donations went to Prostate Cancer U.K.  Sylvia wishes to 
thank Mandy and the Staff at Wilbraham house, Dr 
Sweet and the Audley Health Centre for  all their help. 

Jane Roberts
At the grand old age of 93 years 
Jane passed away on the 26th 
November in the loving care of 
staff on ward 103 at RSUH.

Jane was born in Apedale 
Road, Chesterton on the 15th 
April 1922 to Elizabeth and 
Charles Grimshaw together with 

her twin sister Janet as part of a family of nine.
She attended Chesterton Church School then 

Broadmeadows, and then went to work at Grealey’s 
department store in Newcastle.  She said it was like 
working at Grace Brothers in the old BBC comedy ‘Are 
You Being Served’.  She worked at Radway Green 
Munitions factory during the war. 

It was at this time she met Harry Roberts whom she 
married on the 8th April 1944 and then lived with 
Harry’s family at the Craft, Miles Green, which is now 
known as Victoria Place.

They then moved into their cottage at Heathcote Road 
where she spent the rest of her life.  You may remember 
Jane, for she worked in Emberton’s, a high class drapers 
in Audley, until she retired, and you will probably know 
her husband Harry as he was the Co-op Insurance agent.  
The couple enjoyed a full social life, which included 
ballroom dancing.

After Harry died in 1991 she continued with her social 
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Janet Bagguley
We sadly announce that on the 13th 
November 2015, Janet aged 61years 
of Diglake Street, Bignall End, 
passed away on ward 108 of the 
Royal Stoke University Hospital 
with her loving family and life long 
friend Margaret Davies at her side.

Janet was the devoted wife to 
husband Dennis, a much loved 

mother to Dennis and Rachel, a treasured Nanna to 
Lacryn and Lowenna and mother in law to Anthony.

Janet originated from Dunkirk, Bignall End and at the 
age of 4 moved to The Hawthorn Cottage, Black Lane 
Bridge, Halmer End where she met her great friend 
Margaret.

She attended Alsagers Bank primary school and after 
passing her 11 plus went onto the Clayton Hall, high 
school where she gained 7 O levels.  After leaving school 
she worked at the Audley Post Office until starting her 
family.  Whilst raising her children she took on various 
part time jobs and also enjoyed helping with voluntary 
Meals on Wheels.  

 Janet was a very private person who loved being with 
her family and friends especially when sitting in her 
garden of which she was so proud.  

One of her greatest achievements was passing her 
driving test which enabled her and husband Dennis the 
opportunity to travel.

Janet will be sorely missed by her loving family and 
her many friends who new her.

The funeral service was held at St James’ Church, 
Audley followed by cremation at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on the 27th November 2015.  The family 
would like to thank Funeral Directors Horne Bros, Rev 
Jack Holt and Pastor Mike Gollins for all their help and 
assistance. 

Christine Keeling (nee Foden)
It is with sadness we announce that 
Christine passed away on the 28th 
December 2015, peacefully at her 
home in Wood Street Bignall End, 
after a courageous battle with 
illness, with her family around her.

Christine was the beloved wife to 
Robert, a devoted mother to 
Stephanie, Richard and Sara, a 

treasured nanna to her five grandchildren, also a dear 
sister to David and the late Margaret and Keith.  
Christine was also a precious mother-in-law to John and 
Adrian and a dear sister-in-law and special aunty.

Christine was born in Wood Street and has lived all 
her married life in Bignall End, living in Wood Street 
since 1970 with husband Robert.

As a child she attended the local parish schools and 
then went on to become the secretary to the Editor of the 
Sentinel.  

Her last employer was The Wellcome Foundation at 
Crewe Hall where also husband Robert worked as the 
accountant.

Christine was a very caring, softly spoken lady, who 
always thought of others first.  Her broad smile always 
brought sunshine to everyone around her.

Her main loves were having her family around, the 
regular holidays with Robert, her late sister Margaret, 
her husband Graham, late brother Keith and sister-in-
law Linda and all their children.  

Since she and husband Robert retired they both 
looked forward to just hitching up their caravan to enjoy 
the local countryside and its views.

When relaxing she would love nothing more than 
reading a novel or the challenge of a crossword which 
she was quite proficient at.

Christine will be sorely missed by her close family and 
also by the many people who knew and loved her, 
especially her neighbours in Wood Street.

The funeral service was held at St. James’ Church 
Audley on the 14th January 2016, this was followed by 
cremation at the Bradwell Crematorium.

Please accept our condolences.

life and remained independent until recently.  She 
followed the news and was interested in all current 
affairs, holding strong opinions on anything that held 
her interest.  Although Jane didn’t have any children she 
was known as Auntie Jane to many real and adopted 
nephews and nieces and had many close friends who 
will sadly miss her love, conversation and the drop of 
whisky they often shared when visiting her.

Annette Colcolough ( Nee Cookson)
We sadly announce that on the 28th 
October 2015, Annette passed away, 
aged 69 years..

Annette was the loving wife of late 
husband Alan, mother to Neil and his 
wife Renee an adored grandmother to 
Audrey and Jack and a special friend to 
Joyce her cousin and Ruth her near 
neighbour.  

Annette was the daughter of the late 
Jack and Hilda Cookson and the sister 
to the late Rita and John.

Annette adored her grandchildren 

and would spend many happy hours talking on the 
computer to her son, his wife and Audrey and Jack who 
lived in Colorado.

She was a former resident of Nantwich Road Audley 
until moving to Watlands Drive around 4 years ago.

Annette had many careers including Hairdressing, 
working in  Residential Care Homes, Radway Green and 
Caulden College, she was also once a proprietor of the 
small sweet and toy shop which stood on the corner of 
Hall Street and she also did voluntary work.

Since retiring she enjoyed outdoor bowling and she 
also ran the indoor bowling club at the Audley & District 
Community Centre.  Since moving to Watlands Drive 
she had become very close to her cousin Joyce and 
neighbour Ruth.  Her funeral service was held at the 
Carmountside Crematorium on the 10th November.  

Annette will be sorely missed by all who knew her.
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Audley & District 
Community Centre 
Christmas Market
The Audley and District 
Community Centre held their 
annual Christmas Market on 
Saturday the 28th November 2015. 

The market was a great success 
despite the stormy weather.  

The Management of the 
Community Centre would like to 
thank all the visitors who came 
along and supported the event 
despite the inclement weather.

 There were many of our local 
groups who took part these included 
Audley Rotary, Members of St 
James’ Church, Christian 
Viewpoint, Audley Youth Club, 
Alsager Scouts who provided a BBQ 
and we had a visit from Good 
Afternoon (a voluntary group for 
young adults with learning 
difficulties based at Newcastle Fire 

We are currently going into our 4th 
year as a youth club, and growing 
more than ever.  We started this 
year (August 2015) with a change of 
staff positions.

Unfortunately due to health 
reasons, Elaine Edgeley had to 
reluctantly leave her post as Project 
Manager and handed the reins over 
to myself for the foreseeable future.

I will continue to develop and 
grow the club to the best of my 
ability in line with the current 
mission statement and legislations.

Last year saw the transformation 
of the compound at the rear of the 

Audley Youth 
Drop-In / New 
Year Review

Station) who sold handmade crafts.
Entertainment was provided by 

Audley Ladies Choir and Mr Riley 
with Maud his miniature steam 
traction engine.

Father Christmas arrived to much 
applause from the children who 
were delighted to visit him in his 
grotto. 

The centre management would 
like to thank everybody for their 

contribution, without whom the 
market would not take place.  All 
the monies raised on the
management stalls helped towards 
the running and maintenance costs 
of the centre.

centre with a storage shed, summer 
house and decking.  We were able to 
work with the Millennium Green in 
order to joint fund the project and 
get the decking completed, thanks 
to the workmanship of Ron Bourne.

Fund-raising so far has seen us 
have our own Table Top Sale on 
October 24th 2015.  We had over 
eight tables booked and a generous 
amount of donations on our own 
two tables which helped to raise a 
grand total of £98.08.  At the 
Community Centre’s Christmas 
Fayre we had a stall that had 
Christmas crafts that were made by 
the members of the youth club and 
helped us  raise £25.00.  Over the 
Christmas period we held our 
annual Christmas Raffle with over 
30+ donations from local businesses 
to help us to raise £50.00. 

I would like to thank everyone 
that got involved so far and this has 
been a huge help towards the 
running and expansion of the club.

In November 2015 we kindly had 
a donation from the Rotary Club of 
Audley for £200, which has helped 
us to purchase more sports 
equipment to enhance future 

sporting activities and the members’ 
experiences in different sports.

This current year we will be 
looking at taking on new members.  
Come the next few months we will 
be in local schools to publicise the 
youth club to local children.  The 
club runs on Wednesday nights 
(term time only) 5-6.30pm £1.50 
entry.  This night is a general youth 
club night with sports, crafts and 
group games.  There is also Friday 
nights (term time only) 7-8/9pm 
£1.50 entry.  These are planned craft/
group games nights that are 
structured to meet the aim of the 
sessions.

Finally I would just like to say a 
thank you for the continued support 
from the ADCC Committee, 
Newcastle Borough Council, Parents 
and Members.

If you would like more 
information or to ask any questions 
please contact me on 07788 414446 
or email audleyyouthdrop-in@
hotmail.co.uk.  We also have a page 
on facebook if you want to keep up 
to date with future events.  

Thanks Adam AYDI Project 
Manager.
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IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE!!
Mothers’ Union was founded in 1876 

by Mary Sumner, the wife of an 
Anglican clergyman, who felt that 
young mothers needed a bit of help and 
support with the care and upbringing of 
their children.  It began in the parlour 

of the parsonage at Alresford in the Winchester diocese 
and soon grew beyond even her wildest dreams.  Today it 
has over 4 million members in 83 countries worldwide.

One of the greatest moments in my MU life was being 
on a Caribbean cruise and seeing signs and posters 
outside churches and speaking to a clergyman who told 
me I had only missed their monthly meeting by one day.  
Meanwhile MU has been running in Audley for 85 years 
and we have several members whose mothers or 
mothers-in-law were also members.  I have followed in 
my mum’s footsteps to become Branch Leader and it has 
been a sheer joy, if sometimes a little frustrating. 

Of course, over the years it has seen many changes and 
whilst once MU members may have been helping with 
childcare and advising on nutrition and hygiene in 
England nowadays we seek to help in many areas, both at 
home and worldwide.  We lobby parliament on family 
issues, we keep a close eye on the media, we support local 
women’s refuges and help out generally in our own local 
churches and communities, wherever we are needed.  We 
also fundraise for our overseas members.  Our Literacy 
Development programme has given the women of strife 
torn South Sudan the opportunity to become literate and 
numerate and to found their own businesses thus 
enabling them to pay for food, clothing and schooling for 
their children, so benefitting the whole community.  

Health programmes, too, have impacted upon remote 
areas, and to enable our workers to get around we 
provide bicycles and motor scooters and, in one case, 
even a boat!  Our workers are local women trained by 
MU because we believe they are the best placed people 

for the job with their understanding of the local culture.  
All money raised passes through Mary Sumner house, 
our World Wide HQ in London, for distribution to our 
workers so we are as sure as we can be that the money 
arrives in the right place.

But most of all we pray for each other on a 
regular basis.
We pray for them, they pray for us.
 Every moment of every day somewhere in 
the world a mothers’ union member is at 
prayer.

To celebrate this special year we are organising a 
Celebration of Faith during May which will take the 
form of a service in St James’ church at which the 
Speaker will be the Bishop of Stafford and musical items 
will be provided by Audley Ladies Choir.  This will be 
followed by an afternoon tea in the church hall.  Our 
friends from other branches in the Newcastle deanery 
will be invited, as will members from local churches and 
the community.

Our meetings for the future include: Feb 18th, Mrs 
Barbara Holt; March 17th;  Fr. Bryan Williams from 
Sneyd; and April 21st, Miss Margaret Pointon sharing 
her recent experiences of a trip to America. 

All meetings begin at 7-15pm in the church hall and 
are open to men and women of all ages.  Please come 
along, you don’t need to be a member!

April 30th from 9-30 to 11-30 SPRING SALE!
Our continued thanks go to all our friends who 

continue to support our Friday Coffee Morning and a 
special thanks to those who have shared their problems 
with us so that we might be able to support them in 
prayer and, where appropriate, with practical help.

Alongside our Bric a Brac, Books and Clothing sale a 
warm welcome and Tea, coffee and biscuits await 
everyone at bargain prices.  If you haven’t been yet, why 
not?

For further details phone Annette: 721058

140 Years of Mothers’ Union

Wendy and Les Machin residents of Ravens Lane 
Bignall End celebrated their 50th Golden wedding 
anniversary on the 12th of February this year.

Wendy was born in Chesterton and Les was 
born in Porthill, they were married at St. Michael’s 
Church Cross Heath in 1966.

Unfortunately they never managed to have a 
honeymoon and moved into their home in Bignall 
End where they have lived all their married life.

They have one son Mathew and two loving 
grandchildren Charlotte and Lewis.  

We at the Audley Community News and all their 
friends from the Swan Inn Bignall End wish to take 
this opportunity to congratulation both Wendy & 
Les and send our best wishes for the future.

Golden Wedding Celebrations For Wendy & Les
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This year the Children of 
Audley Residents Association 
(CARA) Carnival theme is 

Comic Book Superheroes.  Our event will be held on 
Saturday 9th July 2016 and we want you, adult or child, 
to come dressed as your favourite Superhero. 

The day will include a variety of New Stalls, Car Boot 
Stalls, Music Festival, Games, and lots, lots more.  We 
have many Stalls, Entertainers and Singers booked but if 
you would like to take part in this fantastic fun event 
too then please get in touch using the contact 
information below. 

Come along, bring your family and friends, enjoy the 
day and don’t forget to let us know what you enjoyed the 

most, we love to hear from you.
Business Sponsorship Opportunities
If you are a business then this is an ideal opportunity 

for you to get noticed.  You may wish to have a stall of 
your own to promote your business or to make a 
sponsorship donation to C.A.R.A. and get a hot-spot on 
the stage.  For more information please get in touch 
with Lee or Toni on email:  
                       childrenofaudley@gmail.com .

For more information about what is happening on 
Carnival Day please look in the next edition of Audley 
Community News, add us as a friend on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/cara.audley or telephone 
01782461709 or 07808197014 or 07973119842.

We look forward to hearing from you.   
Thank you  for your continued support of our annual 
event.  Lee Moss – Vice-Chairperson

Children of Audley Residents Association

FIT

Unit 7, Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6NR

 Karl 07947 566670    Anne 07904 406881    Find us on Facebook

ISSUES WITH BALANCE, DIZZINESS 
WHEN GETTING UP,  FALLING OR 
FEELING UNSTEADY?
We at KM Fit, understand these problems. Chartered Physiotherapist Anne Sweeney 
MCSP, has a special interest professionally and from her own battle through injury.  
We offer individual advice and group sessions, at both KM Fit or at a local venue.

PERSONAL 
TRAINING

SPINNING YOGANUTRITIONAL 
ADVICE 

CHARTERED 
PHYSIOTHERAPY, 

SPORTS MASSAGE & 
REHABILITATION

It’s Superhero 
Carnival Time!!!
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Jojo’s
Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

My Friend
I never thought in this wide world

I’d find a friend like you,
So gentle, kind and caring

So faithful and so true.

You always found the time for me
No matter what the weather, 

We often sat and had some tea
Which we so enjoyed together.

Holidays were our highlights
We loved the Isle of Wight,

The travelling and the crossings
Which brought the wondrous sights.

I’ve lost you now, but I recall
The time we spent together,

I’d never find another friend like you
If I could live forever.

In memory of Sid.

This poem was composed by May Lench aged 94 
from Butt Lane who sadly passed away in 

November 2015.  May had other poems published 
in our magazines.

Our condolences to her family and friends.

Love’s Rose
In my garden there’s a Rose Tree, it is one of quite a few
But this one is rather special for it says so much of you.
It bears exquisite flowers on a slender stem
It commands admiring glances.  It truly is a gem.
It’s head is held up high even in the pouring rain
Yet has thorns of which I’m wary, lest they should cause me pain.
Its shape is well nigh perfect, its petals I must kiss
They feel like flakes of velvet, too wonderful to miss.
It has perfume in abundance which is truly heaven scent,
To view it in its glory is really time well spent.
It has colour of such passion, it rewards my love and care
And when beauty is in fashion I can take it anywhere.
Derrick Bate.

Loving Thoughts
Think of fragrant red roses wrapped in Nottingham lace

Diamonds, Pearls or silk stockings, or maybe a place
Where Larks in the spring ascend high above

Singing their hearts out, songs of true love.
Think of candlelit dinners, warm summer nights

The very best clothes, the finest of sights.
Think romantic thoughts and words never said

Whispered perhaps in a four poster bed.
Then think of me not as young as before

But loving you always each day more and more.
Derrick Bate.

Heroes of Normandy
Was in the June of 44
We got on ships both large and small,
Across the sea they did race,
Pitch black night, did us embrace, 
Our orders were to show no light,
To the Hun we took the fight,
As first light came, we taste the fear,
Hearts are pounding, held back tear,
Big guns roaring, fore and aft,
We clamber into the landing craft,
Each one knows why he is there,
Some deep thought, some deep in prayer,
As ramps drop upon the beach,
Sand dunes seem too far to reach,
Behind we left the oceans swell,
In front the very gates of Hell, 
With heavy packs upon our backs, 
Rushing forward, pressed home attack,
Red hot metal flashing past, 
We crossed the sand super fast,
Must not stop, we did not dare,
Death was waiting, everywhere,
Got to cover and looked around,
Broken bodies on the ground,
They all died to keep us free,
The Hero’s left, in Normandy.
Kerry John Tully.
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Regular readers may recall that Audley Rotary Club 
reached its 50 year milestone of community service a 
couple of years ago, but the younger ones among you 
may perhaps be unaware that our Santa Claus charity 
collection sleigh has been delighting young and old, and 
harassing frustrated motorists, in the couple of weeks 
before Christmas, in all weathers, for nearly all that 
time. 

In fact the Santa collection had its 40th anniversary 
in December just gone, the event first being held back in 
1975 when that year’s club President Wynne Evans (a 
former manager of the village’s Nat West branch and 
before his death a long-standing and much revered club 
secretary) who can be seen standing centre with the 
black hat and glasses in the above picture and his 
Vice-President Bill Heler acquired the sleigh from our 
near neighbours at Kidsgrove Rotary Club. 

The Santa suits have been replaced and the sleigh has 
been refurbished over the years……the original brown 
reindeer was given its coat of white paint during 
running repairs at Sir Thomas Boughey High School in 
1980…….and the event has expanded (there was no 
Waterhayes estate to tour around in 1975!) but a vital 
link to the early days remains in that the driving 
originally done by Bill, John Adams and other farmer 
colleagues is now done mainly by their sons.  Perhaps 
we aren’t always able to acknowledge that without our 
drivers’ help there wouldn’t be a Santa-run, so I’m 
pleased to have this opportunity to offer the club’s 
thanks for all that they do.  

Now organised under the capable supervision of 
Rotarian Robert Edwards, the event is probably the one 
for which our club is best known locally, and in many 
ways sums up what Rotary’s motto of “Service above 
Self” is all about. 

Yes, we are proud of the trust you place in us in 
handing over your hard- earned cash (in excess of 
£5,000 this year!) knowing that the club will look 
carefully for worthy groups/individuals to benefit from 
it, and yes, we collectors never tire of the wide-eyed 
look on children’s faces (or even the shy tears!) that a 

quiet chat with Santa produces, but also it is a “feel-
good” event that touches many, many people around 
the district, and not just mums and dads.  Let me share 
with you some of the stories that come our way.

There’s a lady, now in her 90s, who saves loose change 
during the year in 2 sugar bowls which she tops up with 
a £5 note (in her own words) “in memory of my 
husband, who always looked forward to Santa’s sleigh 
going past”.  We are sometimes asked if Santa can come 
to the front door to meet a child who’s not well enough 
to come out themselves at the time…..it’s a request that’s 
never refused. 

This year a gentleman answered his door-bell, made a 
generous donation, and just as he was about to shut the 
door asked the collector to “hang on a minute”.  He 
returned with an expensive bottle of Scotch and a 
request to “do something with that”!  If you’re reading 
this, sir, may I confirm that the bottle remains 
unopened, and it will be raffled separately at a club 
function later in the year, so your spontaneous gesture 
should swell the figure given by £70 or so.

Every one of us who has ever handed out, as Santa, 
one of the 1,500 lollies consumed each year, or knocked 
on a door as a collector, has many other stories like this 
to tell.  So it is not false modesty to say that whenever 
someone offers me and the club members thanks for the 
pleasure that Rotary’s Santa gives,  I answer by saying 
that it is we who should thank the folks who come to 
their doors, for giving us the opportunity to do 
something so worthwhile with our time!  

In conclusion it occurs to me that, in celebrating 40 
years of Santa-runs, there might be parents and grand-
parents reading this who will remember their own 
childhood visits to our Santa’s sleigh. 

If that prompts any of you to put pen to paper, I’m 
sure Ernie and his editorial team at the Audley 
Community News, would be pleased to pass on your 
memories and photographs in a future edition of this 
magazine.  

Try and remember what you asked for, and don’t 
worry that it might give your age away!                            
Ian Smith  President -  Rotary Club of Audley

40 Years of Rotary Santa 
collections
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The Rotary Club  
of Audley 2015
The Rotary Club have had a very busy, but successful 
Christmas and New Year.

Yet again, the villages in our area have been 
wonderfully generous. 

The Santa collections raised over £5,000.  These 
donations will be used to fund our various charity 
projects during the year and enables us to be able to 
respond quickly to new, urgent needs.

Thanks also to our many Rotary friends who helped 
with collections and in particular our drivers.  A special 
mention also to Past President Keith Eardley, for 
coming to our rescue when the generator broke down! 

The photograph shows little Emmie Jade Stirling’s 
first experiences of a Santa’s visit to Wood Street Bignall 
End, whilst visiting her grandparents.  Emmie was born 
on Christmas Day in 2013, to parents Sarah and Sean. 

Our annual ‘Tree of Light’ has raised approximately 
£450 for The Donna Louise Trust and continues our 
long-standing support for this excellent organisation.

From all of the Rotary Club, a very big ‘thank-you’ to 
all of the people in our community who contributed so 
much.  With the current economic climate, your 
generosity is particularly remarkable.

We have once again supported the Salvation Army’s 
annual Toy Appeal, donating gifts to go to local 
children who otherwise might not receive any 
Christmas presents. Other recent donations include 
those to Street Child, Audley Brass Band and Mary’s 
Meals.

We continue to work with the local community and 
are actively supporting many local organisations. 

Now that the schools are back after the Christmas 
break, we will be working closely with the primary and 
secondary schools. 

On the social side, we all enjoyed our Christmas 
meal at the Butchers Arms.  Thanks to Audley Brass 
Band for coming along and playing for us. 

The club is actively looking for new members to join 
us in our social and charitable activities.  If you are 
interested and want to know more, contact us on one of 
the numbers below.   Neil Ginnis
RotaRy ContaCts

Public Relations: Neil Ginnis 
01782 721483 neilginnis@atos.net

Secretary: Rob Holland 
01782 662335 ribnjulieholland@btinternet.com

Website: www.audley.net/rotary
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Members of Wood Lane Cricket & Sports Club would 
like to express their thanks and appreciation to 
Councillor Ann Beech, whose continued support has 
ensured that we are able to provide top quality coaching 
for our Junior Section and also renew and maintain our 
ground equipment to the high standards expected at 
our club for the forthcoming year. 

We are in the heart of the community and we would 
welcome girls and boys of all age groups (from 5 – 15 
year olds) who are looking to start playing cricket at 
Wood Lane. 

We have weekly softball training sessions on Friday 
nights starting in April, which is an event for the whole 
family to enjoy, with the bar open and food available.

More information can be found on our website 
woodlane.play-cricket.com or Join our social media 
sites- Facebook wood lane cricket club or: 
Twitter @woodlanecc

Wood Lane Cricket Club

Audley Health Centre PPG 
would like to pay tribute to their 
Chairman for the last 4 years Mr 
Kevin Shenton, who sadly has 
had to call time on his tenure as 
the leader of the PPG due to ever 
increasing work pressures.

Kevin has been a tireless 
worker on behalf of patients not 

only in Audley but as leader of the Newcastle-North 
Locality as well as being a member of the Patient 
Congress and will be greatly missed in all these 
positions.

Kevin received a prestigious award in September 
2013 when he and the Secretary received the Sentinel’s 
Hero of the NHS award.

The members of the PPG would like to thank Kevin 
for his never ending commitment to the group and his 
ability to consolidate and drive the group forward.      

A big thank you Kevin.       David Hardy Secretary.

Patients Panel Chairman Steps Down

Dear Editor
As one of the volunteers of  the group Good Afternoon I 
have been asked to write to your magazine to express 
their thanks to everybody who came to the Christmas 
Fayre at the Audley Community Centre on Sat 28th 
November 2015 and supported our stall.

We are a self funding voluntary group who meet at 
Newcastle Fire Station and provide arts and craft 
sessions for young adults with learning difficulties.

We would like to thank the centre management team 
for a wonderfully decorated venue, Ernie Moulton for 
his help and especially Father Christmas for his 
kindness to all our members.

The Good Afternoon team.

THANK YOU!!!

We once again thank Tom Dunn for the front 
cover image another of Toms Taste Topics from 
around the parish. Thanks Tom.
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C. w. Mottram  
Funeral services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral tributes/Catering arranged

†
assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
personal home Visits – 24 hour service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

Mother’s Day is just around the corner... 
place your order today.
Don’t forget to place your order for the special lady in your life.
Hand Tied Bouquets, Gift Baskets and more

There for you.... for all occasions

80a Church Street Audley               Telephone: 01782 721830               Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk

Live, laugh, LOVE...

Operation Christmas Child (Shoeboxes 2015) 
Audley 2015 - 725 Boxes

So once again, thank you folk of the Audley District 
(Audley, Bignall End, Wood Lane, Alsager’s Bank, 
Halmer End) for the churches and for Ravensmead 
School, Sir Thomas Boughey, for friends near and far 
and for organisations such as Scouts, M.U. and the W.I. 
for all your generous efforts.

 Thank you for taking part by giving, leafleting, box 
decorating, donating, knitting, loading boxes etc,etc.  
Also a huge thank you to the “Drop off Point” folk - the 
Churches, Library and Health Centre etc.

2001 we sent 56 boxes

2002 we sent 96 boxes

2003 we sent 102 boxes

2004 we sent 132 boxes

2005 we sent 141 boxes

2006 we sent 198 boxes

2007 we sent 216 boxes

2008 we sent 303 boxes

2009 we sent 397 boxes

 2010 we sent 498 boxes

2011 we sent 484 boxes

2012 we sent 390 boxes

2013 we sent 590 boxes

2014 we sent 601 boxes

2015 we sent 725 boxes!!

Well done you take - parters! 
Hope to see you next year.
A personal note of thanks
Just to say that after such a mind blowing year it’s  
time for me to take a different seat and to say “thank 
you” to Josie Knight who will be taking on the admin 
role from 2016.
This doesn’t mean that I am retiring completely from 
Operation Christmas Child but it does mean that I will 
be free to help in other ways.

The fact is that we need more hands to help.
If you feel that you could “lend your hands”, Josie 
would be delighted to hear from you.  
You can contact her on 01782 723504 or:  
email josephine.knight@tesco.net
I know she’d love to hear from you.

How are we are doing so far?

Thanks again to all you supporters - let’s keep it up?
With love and thanks 
Barbara Jones.
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Pte  JOHN GARWOOD 6200522 2nd Battalion 
Middlesex Regiment.

John Garwood 
of Bignall End 
is the son of 
the late John 
Garwood Snr 
and this story 
was written by 
John Garwood 
Jnr who was 
born on April 
26 1939 and it 
is a brief 
narrative of 
his father’s 

encounter during WW2 and the repercussions on John 
Jnr in his later life.

The photograph above shows John Jnr as a baby with 
his parents.

John Snr was a regular soldier in the Middlesex 
Infantry Regiment and consequently would be one of 
the first reserves to be called up to fight at the outbreak 
of World War 2.

John Snr, also known as Jack, was overseas at the 
beginning of WW2 in France and was part of the 
British Expeditionary Force.

John Snr was born in Croydon on 3rd April 1913. 
He met his wife to be, Mary Evans who came from 19, 
Great Oak Road at Bignall End, when she was working 
in the NAAFI in Middlesex Regiment and they were 
married at St Saviours Church, Croydon in 1937.

It was in June 1940 and John Snr was one of 
thousands trying to get back home by being evacuated 
from an area of de Panne and Dunkirk.  It was during 
this episode that sadly my father John Snr was killed, 
when the boat he was travelling in was bombed either 
by Stukas or Dorniers on or about June 1st 1940.

The action at the time was becoming more and more  
intense, bombing and strafing the long lines of 
retreating, exhausted soldiers up to their necks in water.

The armada of ships and small boats were having 
regular attention from the enemy.  The destroyers lying 
off shore were giving them good protection and put up 
a good barrage of ack-ack fire.

The popular image of Dunkirk is of lines of soldiers 
queuing patiently on the beach, waiting their turn to 
board.  Yet the truth is that only a third of the men 
evacuated from Dunkirk were actually taken off the 
beach.  This is because most ships were too large to get 
close enough to allow soldiers to board safely – and 
those that did were vulnerable to air attack.  

Several boats and ships were badly damaged or sunk 
in the early days of Operation Dynamo.  The German 
Air Ministry situation reports says that :  

“Throughout the day waves of aircraft attacked troops 
assembled for embarkation, the harbour at Dunkirk 
and warships and merchant vessels off the coast and in 
the sea are between Dunkirk and England”.  Both 
German air fleets were employed in these attacks and 
will give you an idea of its intensity, even so the Royal 
Navy still considered June 1st one of the most successful 
days for Operation Dynamo.

There were 17.348 rescued from the beaches and 
64,429 rescued from the harbour alas not John Snr .

John Snr was first  buried in the area of Bray Dunes, 
along with brothers in arms killed in the same theatre.

However a new British burial plot was created to 
receive casualties removed from graves at the beach 
cemetery owing to drifting sands to a permanent 
cemetery in Marquise Communal Cemetery which is 
located between Calais and Boulogne.

All those buried at Marquise were brought in from 
Bray Dunes save one from St. Georges’ Churchyard.

Map of the area on June 1st 1940, depicts all the 
German forces in Blue and the British in Red, boxed in 
at Dunkirk and Bray Dunes.

It’s John Jnr’s only regret that his Mother never 
actually saw her husband’s resting place.  She sadly 
passed away in 1988.

Pictured below is of John Garwood Jnr at his father’s 
grave at Marquise complete with his fathers campaign 
medals.

The inscription 
written on the 
headstone reads:

For the future,
In the Distance,
 And the best we 

can do.
These were wife 

Mary’s words 
chosen to 
commemorate the  
loss of John.

On June 21 1940  
Mary was notified 
that John was 
missing, NOT 
presumed killed.   
It was 2 years later in 
April 1942 she was 
notified that he was 
actually killed in 
action. 

Mary and her family had endured 2 years of 
uncertainty and anxiety as to the whereabouts of her 
husband John.

During that 2 year waiting period Mary never lost 
hope, she had faith that her husband was still alive and 
maybe a prisoner of war.

Over the forthcoming years  John Garwood Jnr never 

Waiting For John
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forgot the role his father had played during WW2 and 
was  involved with Dunkirk Veterans and 
became an honorary member for over 20 
years to honour his Dad.

John, was an apprentice joiner at McEllins 
Builders where he gained many skills, but 
carpentry was the one he chose to use to 
commemorate his father’s life when with the 
Middlesex regiment. 

John Jnr’s first commemorative gift was a 
seat he made which was donated by the 
Dunkirk Veterans Stoke On Trent Branch to 
the village of de Panne where John Snr was 
killed. 

John Jnr’s work continues today supporting 
relationships even though the Dunkirk 
Veterans Association has disbanded but its 
continued work is organised and run by the 
British Legion to this day.

John is pictured here as The Guest of Honour 
at the 75th Anniversary with his son Nigel by the local 
dignitaries of De Panne invited for his continued work 
with Dunkirk Veterans and his links with the villages of 
de Panne, Bray Dunes and Dunkirk.

Further benches have been made by John  and gifted 
to Carmountside Crematorium and two at the National  
Arboretum Alrewas.

Today, John Garwood is still an active member in 
retaining the links between Dunkirk and the remaining 
Veterans, long may he keep up his good work for this 
very worthy cause

References the War in Flanders 1939 – 1940
 Major L F Ellis C.V.O C.B.E. D.S.O M.C

When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge
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AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
It seems that the recession has finally hit us at the 
Community Centre.

Early in 2013 times were very different, the 
Community Centre was flourishing and we 
approached Newcastle Borough Council asking if we 
could enlarge our facilities and were advised by them 
that they would have no objections.
They suggested that we extended at the rear.  So after 
consulting an architect at our own expense plans were 
drawn up and submitted for approval.  Big plans!!  We 
wanted to address the lack of some of the facilities 
within the village at that time and to not only 
incorporate 2 small additional meeting rooms for our 
own use but to include a police post and a day nursery. 
The rent of the nursery building in particular would 
have financed and ensured the long term future of our 
Centre.
And time went on as we slowly negotiated with 
Newcastle Borough Council who were very interested 
in all of our suggestions as long as we were prepared to 
fully accept the cost of running and maintaining the 
‘new building’.  Eventually it was suggested that we pay 
£60 to the planning officers at Newcastle and ‘sound 
them out’
To our surprise having paid our £60 we were told that 
all of the Community Centre area, its carparks and 
Openreach were on green belt and that no further 
development would be permitted although we could at 
our own expense explore ways of a further appeal but 
that there would be no guarantee of success.  They 
added, ‘we have received plans for a new nursery 
building within your village’.
……………….The alternative nursery plans were 
passed.
Without the nursery building it would have been 
impossible for us to finance the development so 
reluctantly and after 2 years we had no alternative but 
to scrap all of our plans.
But now we are in 2016 and times have changed.  The 
recession has hit hard.
Having lost 7 of our ‘regular’ bookings this resulted in 
an income loss for a year of approximately 50% of the 
amount required to meet the Community Centre 
annual running costs.
Our unpaid volunteers additional fundraising 
activities and regular Wednesday coffee morning 
activities have enabled us to keep our heads above the 
water and we must thank them all for the good work 
that they do.
It appears that as a direct result of the loss of 
government funding many of our groups were unable 
to continue, and were forced to close…A sign of the 
times.
In consequence, we are looking for groups/activities to 
fill the vacant spaces left by these losses. 
So if you have an idea for any sort of class/function, or 
know of anyone that may be interested in establishing 
a new group please contact us.
To assist we run a ‘New Venture’ set up programme 

which gives rent free weeks to help to start and 
establish any new group or activity.  Thereafter or for 
established concerns all our ‘Regular’ bookings are 
charged at £10 per hour time on site.
Since the introduction of our web site early January 
2015 and the inclusion of our on line booking facilities 
our party bookings have increased.  This is an area we 
would want to expand particularly for children’s 
parties as we consider that for this type of party we are 
an ideal central venue with good facilities and excellent 
parking.
By a simple log on to our website www.
audleycommunitycentre.org.uk you are able to; check 
dates and times available for hire, reserve a date, and 
even pay on line using PayPal.
It is during unsettled times such as these that we much 
appreciate the items generously donated to us which 
are sold at our regular Wednesday coffee mornings. 
The income from which has made a great difference.
Any unsold items are taken to various local charity 
shops.  Recycling at its very best with all proceeds of 
our sales used for the upkeep and improvement of the 
Centre and the continued sponsorship of our youth 
club.
The reduction of income due to the lack of bookings 
has made it impossible for us to sustain the luxury of a 
paid caretaker, a post that unfortunately was the first to 
go as part of our own cost cuttings.  This has meant 
that yet more is asked of our unpaid volunteers who 
will now have to take on these additional duties.
Our small friendly band of regular helpers are much 
appreciated and we all have busy lives so we are always 
looking for extra help either regular or part time.  We 
don’t ask for a large commitment as often ‘occasional’ 
help only is required at the Centre to cater for say 
holiday and sickness periods.  Or it may be that you 
could offer help with computer or paperwork at home 
as there is much admin support also required.

If you think you may help in any way why not 
telephone me Ron on 07946734008 or join us for a 
coffee and a chat any Wednesday morning from 8am 
to 12pm.  We would love to see you.
Ron Bourne Chairman Audley Community Centre.

AARDWOlF 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FUllY INsUred
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE

‘ OuTDOOR
FLOOD LIGHT

FOOTBALL pITCH
pLEASE CONTACT
ADAM 0778841441

MONDAY

Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
contact Olivia 07531507855

TuESDAY

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  
Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff 

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee 
Morning & Free Internet  fifi 
8.30am until 11.30am

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 8-11yrs 5pm to 6.30pm

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Forthcoming events
FrIdaY 18 MarCH 2016

Fashion Show from 7:30pm

Tickets available from Dot Bourne 

07946734008 or email 

treasurer@audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

**************

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

Caretaker: 
07587 177637

In September we celebrate our 20th 
birthday.  If you have any ideas for format of 
the celebrations please email Ron Bourne 
chairman@audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

For more news see our Facebook 
page or website.

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk
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Halmer End Institute is fighting 
for survival.

The Halmer End Miners 
Welfare Institute opened on 17th 
of December 1932, some 83 years 
ago.

It was officially opened by 
Josiah Clement Wedgwood, 1st 
Baron Wedgwood (1872-1943), 
who was the great-great 
grandson of Josiah Wedgwood.  
He was also the Liberal MP for 

Newcastle-under-Lyme from 1905 to 1919 and is 
pictured above.

As a Liberal MP, Josiah took a very independent line 
in Parliament, he was a supporter of the suffragettes but 
became very disillusioned with the Liberals.  In 1919, J.C. 
Wedgwood became Labour MP for the same 
constituency from 1919 to 1942.

The photograph below is of a copy of the original 
invitation card to the opening of the Welfare Institute 

which has been kindly allowed for us to use by Ian Riley 
from the Halmer End Post office.

It’s apparent that Mr. D.W. Riley ‘encouraged’ J.C. 
Wedgwood to attend with a decent bottle of malt whisky 
no less and why not!

The Institute soon became a meeting place for 
members of the local community where sporting 
facilities were an attractive part of the amenities, 
providing a recreational centre for many of the local 
miners and their families.  The building was used by 
locals for dances, community gatherings, parties and 
there was provision made in the surrounding land for a 
tennis court, bowling green and football pitch.

The field used as the football pitch was formerly used 
as a cricket pitch for the Halmer End Cricket Team.

The photograph attached top right shows three young 
ladies about to enjoy a game of tennis on the court.  The 
court stood on what is now the new bowling green as the 
old bowling green had been abandoned.  The ladies in 
the picture are unknown, we would be most grateful if 

anyone could name them, please let the editor know.
Halmer End Institute has provided its local 

community with recreational services for many years, 
with many successful football teams and Outdoor 
Bowling teams throughout its history, but sadly over the 
years losing out to other local clubs.  

The Institute itself has gone into disrepair over the 
years having no management to oversee the daily 
running of the building.

The only bright light which has continued with a 
dedicated team of volunteers, has been the Outdoor 
Bowling club, who have had to find the funds to 
maintain their green and a Portacabin to allow league 
and social bowling to continue.

There have been numerous 
attempts to bring together a management team and 
funding for refurbishment.

Back in 2007, as the building was getting into further 
disrepair and a possible closure, County Councillor 
Eddie Boden held a meeting on the 18th October 2007 
with a group of local residents to try to sort out in which 
direction the Institute was going.

Councillor Boden then held a public meeting on the 
25th October 2007, attended by representatives from the 
County Council, Borough Council and Parish Council 
together with 25 local residents.  The agenda of the 
meeting was to try to form a management group from 
the residents and the interested parties and also to 
submit an application for a £250,000 lottery grant for 
refurbishment.

As the County Borough and Parish Council would 
fully back the local community but could not themselves 
apply for a Lottery grant on behalf of the local 
community, they would provide personnel with bidding 
experience.  The only problem was that the deadline for 
applications was the 15th of November of that year, 

Last Chance Saloon



27AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAhOO.CO.uk   News FrOM HalMer eNd

therefore an application was made on their 
behalf with a provision that a management 
group was formed.

Sadly the bid was unsuccessful and despite 
local people volunteering to become a 
management team the rescue package was 
abandoned with local residents fearing the 
worst.

As time went on further applications by Paul 
Ball of Peak Pursuits and more recently a 
management team to rescue the Institute sadly 
both failed.

This was looking like the end and  rumours 
started to spread that there was a possibility of 
the Institute and the land being sold for 
building of houses. This would result in a 
major loss of the only community amenity in the village 
of Halmer End.

Despite all the doom and gloom over the past few 
years I am pleased to announce that a rescue package 
has now been submitted, with an offer of a 3 year lease to 
a newly formed management team, but this time this 
will be run if agreed by the people of this community for 
the use of this community. 

At a meeting on the 18th December 2015 at the 
Institute, a management team was formed headed by 
Acting Chairman John Harrison, Secretary David 
Hardy, Treasurer Mike Joynson.  These three officers 
positions and the following members are all Directors of 
the group which also includes Linda Chilton, Winston 
Jones, Marian Jefferies and Selwyn Hattersly as the 
management team.

Their responsibility will be to manage all the assets of 
the Institute which include the Institute, the football field 
and also the bowling green, bringing all the amenities 
under one roof.  There has also been formed an Indoor 
Bowling Club pictured above which meets each Monday 
and Thursday between 1.30pm and 4pm, everyone is 
most welcome.

All that is now needed is your support.  We need you 
to come along and be a part of your local community 
project.  Please let us not lose the only asset our village 

GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

has. Let us try and preserve it for our 
children and their children, as once gone, gone forever.   

Anyone wishing to help either by volunteering or by a 
financial donation would be most welcomed.  We are 
also looking for anyone with community skills, any help 
would be appreciated.

We also look forward to opening up the building for 
groups and classes to use on a 7 days a week basis.

For information  and bookings please contact  
Mike Joynson 01782 723265
Linda Chiltern 01782 721212
Bowling Contact Winston Jones 01782720172



28 AuDlEy COMMunITy nEWsaUdleY HealtH CeNtre 

       Audley PPG      
                                                      
Giving every patient of Audley health centre a voice

Patients are asked not to leave their cars on the Health Centre’s car-park after they have 
had their appointments.
Leaving your car on the health centre car-park while you go shopping is increasing and 
only leads to frustration for other patients arriving for later appointments.
Visitors to the Health Centre are requested to park their vehicles in the public car park 
opposite the Centre adjacent to the public house and Wilbraham House Residential Care 
Home.

Audley Health Centre is currently working towards making the practice a Dementia friendly practice and along 
with other voluntary groups in Audley our PPG will be attempting to make the whole of Audley a dementia 
friendly village.  Anybody with concerns about a member of their family should contact the Health Centre to 
arrange an appointment for their family member, some useful contact details if you just want to find out more 
about this illness are listed below.

www.dementiauk.org    Dementia Help Line 0800 888 6678

northstaffs@alzheimers.org.uk   Alzheimer’s help lines 01782 541521

Audley PPG have chosen blood donating as one of their health topics for 
February 2016, attempting to highlight the need for blood donors.
Blood donating saves lives, if you have never donated why not give it a go.

Donating blood helps in lots of ways and for every 1 pint of blood donated 3 patients will benefit.  
 www.blood.co.uk/the-donation-process/about-our-donation-venues/stoke

Just go to the web-site and register you will then be able to book blood donating on-line or give them a ring on 
0300 123 2323 and start giving blood today.

Keele University Keele University School of Medicine, UK will train over 6000 
doctors and over 12,000 other health workers in the next half century in its state 
of the art facilities at Keele University Campus and the Royal University 
Hospital of Stoke.

How can you help?

Medical science is very grateful to those benevolent individuals who bequeath their bodies for use after their 
deaths to help doctors and other health scientists to learn the intricacies of the human body, prepare for clinical 
practice  and carry out medical research. If you feel this might be for you then please contact
Bequeaths Office School of Medicine Anatomy Facility Keele University Staffordshire ST5 5BG 
Tel: 01782 734690 Email: anatomy@keele.ac.uk
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citystoves

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME UNDER ONE ROOF            Silverdale  61-63 HIGH STREET, SILVERDALE, NEWCASTLE, STAFFS - ST5 6LY

01782 624422

Manufacture, design and fit 
quality kitchens and bedrooms

www.ssfurniture.co.uk

The perfect bathroom  
solution for every home

www.blissbathrooms.co.uk

Woodburing Stoves -  
Bioethanol, Gas and Electric Fires -  

Limestone Surrounds - 
Roofing and Guttering & more

01782 626108 01782 943217

61~
63

Two Fat Ladies  
Hit The Gym

Or to be more correct, one plump lady 
and her very fat friend.  Who would 
have guessed that a year ago, having 
seen an advert in the Audley News, I 
would decide late one night to try and 

YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER •  QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

BEEF -  LAMB -  PORK -  FRESHLY COOKED MEATS -  HAM -  TONGUE -  CHEESE -  P IES -  BREAD -  CAKES -  OATCAKES

172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS   |    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK -  TEL : 01782 720737

John Jackson

SHOP

 

BUTCHERS

find out exactly where this gym in 
Silverdale is.  Having made my debut 
by mistakenly entering through the 
back door, gate crashing a class and 
stepping over all the mats muttering 
my apologies to everyone as I passed.  
I finally found my way to the office 
and met Karl.  The rest is history.  I 
started going and my friend followed 
a few weeks later, our friends fell 
about laughing and none thought it 
would last.  We are both in our sixties, 
I was a confirmed chocoholic and 
Anne smoked like a trooper, what 
Karl thought he was letting himself in 
for we’ll never know.  Anne and I have 
both enjoyed our personal one to one 
training - Anne likes to know exactly 
what her session will be and I don’t 

like repetition.  Karl has adapted to 
both our needs, I am four stone 
lighter and Anne has stopped 
smoking and we are both much more 
mobile now.  We have both tried 
many gyms over the years and have 
stayed with none of them.  KM FIT 
has proved so different to anything 
we’ve experienced before.  To anyone 
who needs help - be it with getting fit, 
improving their mobility or losing 
weight then please try KM FIT and let 
Karl help you.  Improving people’s 
lives is Karl’s passion.  You will be 
treated as an individual not as a 
number.  Go on, give it a go, it has 
worked for us and believe it or not we 
are going several times a week.  

Now that is a miracle.
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64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available

Nails
Eye Treatments

Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning

Tel: 01782 922800

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00

Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Gift vouchers 
available.

Book  
early for all 

appointments.

The Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Family Association (SSFA), as 
it was first called, was founded in 1885 by Major James 
Gildea, the Royal Warwickshire Regiment, for the 
purpose of looking after the wives and families of those 
soldiers who were going overseas to form the Second 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force.  

Soon he and his committee widened their scope and 
undertook to look after the dependants of all men in the 
Regular Army and the Royal Navy.  Her Royal Highness 
The Princess of Wales (later Queen Alexandra) became 
the first President and took a very active role in the 
Association.  After the formation of the Royal Air Force 
the title was amended and the initials ‘SSAFA’ emerged.

Over the years SSAFA has adapted to the needs of 
Service personnel and their families.

In 1892 the Association started a uniformed District 
Nursing Service for the care of Service families in 
garrisons both home and abroad.  The Sisters became 
know as Alexandra Nurses after Princess Alexandra.  

A ‘Clothing Branch’ was established to supply warm 
clothing to depots at stations overseas, such as Bombay, 
Malta and Egypt, for wives, widows and children 
returning home. 

During The South African war, Service pay and 
allowances were nothing like they are now, and there 
was widespread distress.  Thousands of Service families 
turned to the Association and over £1.2 million was 
disbursed through 12,000 Voluntary workers.

In the First World War, the machinery for paying 
marriage allowances broke down completely and the 
Association was called upon to pay the allotted sums on 
behalf of the Government.

In 1915, after repeated representations by SSFA, the 
Government accepted for the first time the State’s 
liability for war pensions.

Between the war years the organisation was kept fully 
occupied in dealing with the families of ex-Servicemen, 
widows and orphans.

In 1941, at the request of the War Office, SSAFA 
started an Air Raid Enquiry Service to provide quick 
answers to enquiries from Servicemen overseas about 
the safety of their relatives back home.  As a result of air 
raids, SSAFA opened 16 children’s homes all over the 
country.

More recently SSAFA opened the Norton Homes to 
provide home-from-home accommodation for families 
visiting injured Service personnel in Queen Elizabeth 
hospital Birmingham, or at the Headley Court 
rehabilitation centre in Surrey.

 Today SSAFA is the Armed Forces charity that has 

been around for 130 years.  They understand that life in 
the Forces is unique, so occasionally Service Personnel 
and their families might need a helping hand.  This is 
why SSAFA provides lifelong support to anyone who is 
currently serving or has ever served in the Royal Navy, 
British Army or Royal Air Force.

SSAFA and its network of over 7,000 volunteers have 
developed specialist services to meet the various 
challenges Service families and Veterans face.  

Whether it’s assistance to retrain for civilian 
employment, practical housing advice, help to maintain 
mobility and independence at home including mobility 
scooters and stairlifts, or help to obtain essential 
household items including white and brown goods.

The list is virtually endless.  

So, if you or your spouse is Serving or has ever Served 
in HM Forces and you require SSAFAs assistance 
contact the Staffordshire Branch as follows:

By phone: 01785 212680 (Line manned Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday 1000-1300),  otherwise leave a 
message and your call will be returned.

By e-mail:  staffordshire@ssafa.org.uk  
Alternatively, to browse the SSAFA website to peruse 

the support it gives visit www.ssafa.org.uk 

David Lovatt Audley.

The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Families Association (SSAFA)
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Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Seasonal Baskets & Shrubs
Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Seasonal Baskets & Shrubs
Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

We ended our brilliant year of 2015 
with a wonderful Christmas Party, 
full of delicious food and entertained 
by Linda Race, a lovely singer.

She sang songs from the Musicals 
and songs that were not familiar but 
beautiful to listen to.

Previously in October we were entertained by a 
funny, unusual lady, named Cas Bailey, who is a retired 
police officer.

She told us many stories of her life in the police 
force and we could not stop laughing.  She is a lovely, 
down to earth lady.

One of our members, Michaela Fyson, gave us a talk 
in November about picking olives in Umbria, which 
was very interesting and now we know how our olive 

oil arrives in our kitchens.
We are looking forward to 2016 as we have some 

brilliant speakers lined up to entertain us.
When you read this we will have listened to local 

lady Pauline Snooke, whom we have enjoyed listening 
to before, but this time the talk will be about ‘Paris by 
Bike’.  Derek Poulson will talk about ‘Accents and 
Dialects’, and Graham and Judy White will speak about 
creating a NGS garden.

Look out for our poster that will tell you about our 
future speakers, or come and visit us at the Pensioner’s 
Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month. 

Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for 
more information.

AUDLEY & DISTRICT WI NEWS

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, SUNBED, 
TANNING, HOLISTIC THERAPY

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

Purity
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Christmas Shoeboxes 2015 
Halmer End Methodist Church

Welcome to the shoebox filling room at the Halmer End 
Methodist Church!

The picture attached was taken on Saturday 7th of 
November and what is shown is about a third of the 
total stock donated and collected over the past year.

Tables were refilled as items were used to fill the 
shoeboxes!

In all we filled 285 boxes!  This was a 10% increase on 
2014 when 252 shoeboxes were filled.

The stock is categorised i.e. the two tables in the 
foreground hold sweets on the left, soft toys in the 
middle and boys’ hats, essential toiletries and some 
girlie trinkets, bags, hair accessories etc., whilst the 
tables on the right hold the girls’ hats, scarves and glove 
sets; the second table holds toys and games.

The two tables at the top of the room hold pencil 
cases filled with pencil crayons, pencil, biro, ruler, 
eraser, pencil sharpener etc, boxes of notebooks, 
colouring books etc.; 2 – 4’s have wax crayons for 
colouring.

The filled shoeboxes were taken into Chapel and were 
blessed Sunday 22 November.  

This service was led by preacher Yvonne Birchall 
from Chesterfield who has delivered shoeboxes to 
Belarus.  She said the delight of the children was 
incredible and tears rolled down their parents’ cheeks as 
they were unable to give them any gifts and were so 
grateful to Operation Christmas Child.  

The boxes were taken to the collection centre in 
Burton on Trent early December and were part of the 
8,000+ loaded onto transport on 6 December destined 
for Macedonia.

Thank you to all who donated the supplies – you are 
amazing.

Forthcoming 
Events
special Children’s service 
for Mothering sunday 6th 
March at 10.00 am

Following a recent survey of all children and young 
people attending the Church at Halmer End we have 
decided to have two special services for children and 
the first of these will be held on 6th March.

This service will be very different to our normal 
services and we are very excited about it – do come 
and share it and let us know what you think. 

Good Friday 25th March Evening service at 7.00pm 

You are invited to share in this service led by our 
Minister Rev’d Helen Hoe. 

Easter Day Morning Service on Sunday 27th March at 
10.00 am 

A service for all ages led by Mr. Bryan Harrison.  

This is the day when we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ by transforming the Cross of horror into a 
Cross of beauty with the decoration of Easter flowers.  
Everyone in the congregation is invited to share in this 
ceremony and at the end of our service the cross is 
displayed outside the Church.

spring Fayre saturday 16th april from 12.00 noon 
until 2.00 pm

You are invited to the Spring Fayre with many stalls. 
Light lunches will be provided.

Proceeds from the Fayre for Church funds.

Special Children’s Service for Pentecost Sunday 15th 
May at 10.00 am. Our second special service for 
children and young people will be on 15th May 
arranged by folk in the Church at Halmer End. 

It will be very different - do come and share it with us. 

For more information please contact David Rowley 
Please visit us on our new web site  
www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk
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dan Matthews 
Garden services

lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying,
 pressure washing, leaf clearing,  

small tree work
 and general maintenance. 

 all jobs considered. 
regular/one off work undertaken.

Call/text 07933013206 
to arrange a free quote

Audley Methodist Church invites you to their Sunday 
Services at 10:30am & 6pm. 
All Welcome.
Rev. Helen Hoe is currently on Sabbatical between 2nd 
December 2015 and 2nd March 2016.  
For all enquiries in Rev. Helen’s absence, please contact 
the Church office.
A sabbatical is a gift from the Church to each of its 
ministers during their active ministry.  It consists of 13 
weeks away from Circuit ministry, to enable the 
minister to expand their knowledge, sleep (!!!), spend 
time with family and friends, take on a research 
project, do something ‘other’

OUR REGULAR EVENTS:
Monday: Mature Moves at 10:30am 
Tuesday: Coffee Morning at 10:30am
Tuesday (fortnightly): Cameo which includes  
many interesting talks at 7:30pm
Tuesday Monthly community lunch  
(contact office for dates)
Tuesday:  Midweek Holy Communion  
(contact office for dates) 11:45am
Wednesday: (1st Wed of the month):  
Knit ‘n’ natter at 9:30am
Wednesday: Badminton 7:30pm
Wednesday & Thursday: Sewing group  
between 10am and 3pm

Thursday: Audley Male Voice Choir between  
7:30pm and 9:30pm
Friday: Indoor Bowls (off season) between  
2pm and 4pm

Office opening hours are Monday, Thursday  
and Friday 11am to 2pm.

Telephone 01782 722755 or 
email audleymethodist@btconnect.com

Also see our Facebook page for up to date information, 
news and events.

Audley Methodist Church 2016
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Audley Male Voice Choir
The year 2015 for the choir ended on a pleasant singing 
note with two rather splendid carol concerts.

The first, with the University Hospital Ladies Choir at 
St Mary’s Church Alsager in aid of “The Mary’s Meal’s 
Charity” organized by the Alsager Rotary Club and the 
second with the Audley Ladies Choir and Cheshire 
Brass at St James’ Church in Audley with proceeds 
divided between the Douglas Macmillan Hospice and 
the Donna Louise Trust.

The choir has embarked on a recruitment campaign 
for new members.  This included open rehearsal nights 
during January.  Posters have  also been displayed 
locally and in the surrounding areas.

This has resulted in a number of interested potential 
recruits visiting our open rehearsal evenings. 

You men out there are all invited to come and 
‘give us a try’. 

There is no voice testing and all visitors will be made 
very welcome to any Thursday rehearsal at Audley 
Methodist Church Hall from 7:30pm to 9:30pm.

The choir also organised a Choral Workshop on 
January 23rd for all experienced or potential choristers, 
male or female. 

This was led by Voces8 the international singing 
group who will also be the choir’s guest artistes at the 
Gala Concert in the Victoria Hall on the 24th April 
2016.  The event was an outstanding success, with a 
packed venue of singers representing music groups from 
all around the area. 

Voces8 were fantastic, with demonstrations of their 
eclectic mix of music from Duke Ellington to a piece 
from Mendelssohn’s Elijah.  Their instruction on 
breathing, posture, rhythm and harmony coupled with 
learning actual music and performing the same during 
the event was tremendous. 

We have to thank Sue Hallam our Musical Director 
for facilitating this event and also for the presence of 
Voces8 at our forthcoming Gala Concert. 

STOP PRESS:  “Audley Male Voice Choir 2016 Celebrity 
Concert, Victoria Hall Hanley on Sunday 24thApril, 
commencing at 7:00 PM with Guest Artistes VOCES8”

Ticket demand is expected to be high. (Coach pick-
ups and returns available from Audley and surrounding 
area) Please order tickets from your usual source or 
from:

David Eardley, 20 Pear Tree Road, Bignall End, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8NH. Tel: 01782 722733 or Brian 
Johnson Tel: 01782 776366

 “VOCES8 The British vocal ensemble. VOCES8 is 
now established as one of the most versatile and best-
loved singing groups”, pictured above. 
Just a reminder folks of some of our forthcoming events,

Friday 11th March 7.30pm  
Choir concert at Newcastle Baptist Church
Sunday 24th April at 7pm  
Victoria Hall Hanley with special guests Voces8
Saturday 18th June 7.30pm  
Wolstanton Methodist Church
Saturday 24th June 7.30pm  
Market Drayton Festival Hall

The choir rehearses on Thursdays from 7-30pm-9.30pm 
at Audley Methodist Church Hall 
Contact 01782 639437 to come to one of our practice 
evenings or concerts.  Visit Gordon’s Hairdressers in 
Audley or contact any choir member for a Choir CD or 
DVD.
You can visit our website at:  www.admvc.co.uk

Barthomley Bowling Club
We are a small and very friendly bowling club situated in 
Barthomley near to The White Lion Pub and St 
Bertoline’s Church. 

Picture this, surrounded by farms and green fields, 
trees, birds singing, sometimes church bells ringing and 
playing bowls in the sunshine, morning, afternoon or 
evening. 

We have a very friendly and homely membership 
which we want to open up and welcome new bowlers into 
the club with an introductory half price subscription for 
the first year.

Barthomley BC plays in a friendly league on a home 
and away basis.  However, all members have access to the 
green during the season at any time apart from match 
days, which are usually on one day or evening a week.  
We run internal competitions which are very popular.  
Hold an enjoyable presentation dinner in November with 
some entertainment and presentation of trophies.  We 
also have some social activities planned for the 2016 
season.  We would love to hear from anyone interested in 
joining us or interested in renting the green on occasions 
for their own club. 

For more details please contact:  
Brian Johnson 01782 776366 or  Kath Eardley  
01782 722723
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      61-63 High Street, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6LY
   Kev: 07595 871125  Alex: 07931 503630   
 www.spokesbikeshop.co.uk     Find us on Facebook

Alex Kevin

We are Spokes bikeshop LTD located in Silverdale. 
We cater for all things pedal powered.

service sales advice coffee

    45 yea
rs    

  combined  

 experi
ence
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Christopher Symonds 77th 
Audley Scouts Leader.

Chris sadly passed away on 
November 3rd 2015, aged 69.

As Group Scout Leader, 
Chris was the lynch pin of the 
77th Audley Scout Group & 
when we Scout Leaders 
gathered together to write our 
tribute to Chris, the same 
phrase, ‘he was passionate 
about Scouting’ was written on 
the top of several people’s 
notes!

Chris was involved in Scouting for much of his life.  
He became a Cub in 1954, moving onto Scouts, then 
Rover Scouts.  Next he helped with several different 
groups in the London & Berkshire areas.  When his son 
Stuart was 8, they both joined Sea Scouts together! 

Indeed, he so enjoyed his time with the Sea Scouts, 
that he forever ‘ broke the rules’ and wore their blue 
uniform shirt, rather than the usual Scout beige!  A 
small indication of his slight ‘renegade’ streak?

Work brought him to the Stoke area, then Audley in 
1991.

It was when Tyler, the son of Chris’ daughter Kirstie 
and son-in-law Kevin, became a Beaver in Audley, that 
Chris’ involvement with Scouts here began.

Our Beaver and Cub Leader, Deana Welsh 
remembers how, at a meeting in 2011 at the Butcher’s 
Arms, and in a time of desperate need, Chris agreed to 
take on the role of Group Scout Leader.  In fact, he 
agreed to take on the immense challenge for 12 months 
and to ‘see how it went’ and whether it was viable.

And ‘The Challenge’ was to re-build the hall and 
re-build the Group finances!

Pete Bagnall came on board as Group Treasurer and 
he and Chris worked together to make the Group 
financially secure.

Stories & recollections about the state of the hall are 
legendary!  ‘Dilapidated, dangerous, cold, damp, 
horrible’!  The storage area in there was known as ‘the 
shelf of death’, as it was potentially lethal to all who 
climbed onto it for the tents & camping gear etc!

So a combination of Chris, and a very generous 
legacy of £60,000 from Mr Derek Roper, were really the 
saviours of Scouting in Audley!  He worked tirelessly 
and endlessly to plan & project-manage the re-building 
of the wonderful purpose-built hall we enjoy today.

With the help of a further legacy from Mrs Thorley-
Platt, and from the numerous grants Chris continued to 
apply for, he also had the hall fully-equipped for all our 
activities. 

One grant even arrived the day after Chris’ funeral, 
for he never stopped working for Audley Scout Group 

until the very end.  Indeed, we held several of our last 
Leaders’ planning meetings with him in the Dougie 
Mac Hospice where he passed away.

Chris led our Group with great dynamism!  He was 
completely focused, you might say, single-minded!   
Chris was always up for a good debate about things!

Debate? Argument?  Whatever it was, he never bore a 
grudge, and always really listened- even if we couldn’t 
change his mind! 

He was rigorous about everything being looked after 
and in its right place in the hall (every cupboard & shelf 
has labels!).  We still fondly remark that we’ll be in 
trouble with Chris if we leave a mess!  

He often remarked that ‘Scouts isn’t a youth club’, a 
view shared by us all.  He was about raising standards 
through high expectations.  (That’s another article; the 
difference between Scout & Youth clubs!)

To us Leaders he was always supportive and 
encouraging. 

He was a generous man, with integrity.  A really good 
friend, a true Scout.

Chris has also researched the history of Audley 
Scouts and we now have quite an extensive archive.

He, himself, is a huge part of that history, not least 
with the transformation of the hall which coincided 
with the celebration of 100 years of Audley Scouts.

So, in a relatively short time in Audley, Chris 
Symonds has left a huge legacy; the re-building of the 
hall, fully equipping it, developing a secure financial 
footing and building a committed team of leaders and 
supporters,-leading to over-subscribed sections (there’s 
our next challenge!)  The Symonds family continues to 
play a big role here in Scouting; Leslie as Section 
Assistant at Scouts with Alex Kitchen, Kirstie as our 
health and safety adviser, grandson Myles as a Beaver, 
Tyler a Scout & soon to be followed with 
granddaughters Alysha & Maddy in Beavers!

In 2014 Chris was presented with the Award of Merit 
for Outstanding Service to Scouting.

We will remember him as our inspirational friend 
and for outstanding service to Scouting here in Audley.
Chris Symonds 1946—2015,     ‘Gone Home’

A Tribute to Chris

St. James Church Audley
Spring Sale

Held in St. James’ Church Hall

Date: 30th April 2016
9.30am to 11.30am

TOMBOLA/ RAFFLES/ GIFTS
Refreshments available

Everyone is most welcome.
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2014/15 has again been an eventful year for P.A.M.S.
Our members have put in a tremendous effort to raise 

the necessary funds to put on the free event in April 
2016, they have also found the time to assist with the 
C.A.R.A. ‘Fun Weekend’ in July, and also the ‘Audley 
Goes Pink’ event in October.

Our year started early with the Christmas Tree 
festival at St. James’ church, where there were many 
beautiful trees, depicting facets of Audley life, and the 
various local community gro ups.  The Star Bikers Toy 
Run Event at The Kings Hall in Stoke, was full to 
bursting with lots of toys donated.

 Ignoring superstition, we decided that Friday 13th 
February would be an auspicious day to start the Audley 
Craft Club as a community facility for the Parish, which 
meets weekly at the Boughey Arms on Nantwich Road. 
All are welcome to bring any ‘craft’ project which they 
may be working on, with a view to enjoying a friendly, 
supportive atmosphere.  We even have three gentlemen 
who are regular attenders, bringing their current 
projects with them.

Our members still regularly visit the re-enactors’ 
markets held at Royton-on-Dunsmore in order to 
purchase period items and to keep informed on the 
correct items to buy.  We also visit Sarah Thursfield at 
her premises in Wales, where she keeps us informed on 
the latest research into period clothing.

Over the year, our fund-raising events have been 
varied and fun, consisting of our regular sales, charity 
meals at both the Alessi restaurant and the Boughey 
Arms this year.  Some of our more energetic members 
joined ‘Mr Pink’ in a sponsored walk at Mt Snowdon!!

We also held a fund-raising Fun Day at The Plough, 
Bignall End, to raise funds for ‘Audley Parish goes 
Pink’.  We were assisted in this venture by Harp Of 
Gold, who brought their ‘hook a duck’ game to 
entertain the children in the afternoon.  There were also 
various raffles, games, etc. not forgetting our brave 
volunteer who underwent ‘waxing’ on his chest and 
legs, and also the brilliant DJ with his accomplice, who 
showed us some beautiful ‘hoovering moves’ to Queen’s 
‘I Want to Break Free’.

Our fund raising table-top sales are still held most 
months at Audley Community Centre (keep an eye out 
for the large banner by the entrance), and come and join 
us to sell your unwanted items, or grab some brilliant 
bargains.

Throughout the year we have also used our jousting 
horses to help raise money to buy artefacts for Ford 
Green Hall, the beautiful 1642 period house at 
Smallthorne.  This very worthy cause was under threat 

of closure until recently, but is now thriving with the 
help of volunteers and their paid staff.

During the year we managed to purchase a 
Burgundian tent to add to our display capabilities at our 
future events.

We organised two FREE first aid courses for adults 
and children in co-operation with First Responders, and 
hope to organise more courses in 2016. 

One of our members also helped to raise funds 
towards the community Defibrillator which will soon 
be installed at Bignall End.

We are trying something new for 2016 with a 
medieval banquet which will be held on 11th March 
2016 at the North Stafford Hotel in Stoke.  We have 
managed to book two of Britain’s best medieval 
entertainers, and the night should be one not to be 
missed!! 

Tickets are available from Bernard Bradshaw or at the 
Hotel priced at £40, with the option of overnight 
accommodation at the Hotel at a discounted rate.

Our 6th St George’s Day event will be held over the 
weekend of 23rd and 24th April 2016, at the Millennium 
Green.  We will have our usual supporters and 
exhibitors, also the return (by popular demand!!) of 
‘Circus In A Box’, who demonstrate and teach Circus 
skills, and went down very well last year. 

New for 2016 will be ‘Wings and things’ from Crewe.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped us 

in any way during the last year, and hope to see you all 
again in 2016.

If you would like to join us. Or have any enquiries. 
Please Contact Sandra on 07782 349 524 email 

parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk or  
via Facebook Pams Audley

For any P.A.M.S info please contact.
Secretary ~ Sandra ~ 07782 349524
Treasurer ~ Alma ~ 07572  969042
Chair ~ Richard Platt.

Parish of Audley 
Medieval Society

Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups

Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted
Turf Laying & Hedge Trimming

No Job Too Small

A n d R e w  F o d e n

Mobile. 07857 065 254  Home. 01782 729142
Email.  andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Services
Z
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The 6th 
Medieval and Community Event 

Will be held on, Saturday 23rd and Sunday 
24th April 2016 ~ 11.00 A.M. to 5.00 P.M. 
Saturday 11.00 A.M to 5.00 P.M. Sunday. 

All stalls to be set up by 9.30 A.M. 

All cars / Vehicles, MUST BE OFF
THE FIELD BY 9.45 A.M. as we need to set 
up the arena. 
 
Only stall holders which are selling from 
their vehicles will be allowed to stay on the 
field, no private cars, due to lack of space. 
THANK YOU. 

On arrival please report to Sandra, Richard 
or Alma.  
As always this event is FREE to the public. 

Cost for stalls are £15.00 per day or £25.00 
for the 2 days. 

For information please contact:

Secretary ~ Sandra ~ 07782 ~ 349 ~ 524

HARP OF GOLD
NEXT EVENT 18TH JUNE 2016

HELD AT THE AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
FOR DETAILS CALL KATH ON  01782  722507

For information find us on www.harpofgold
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HORSLEYS

LOGS,  
COAL &  
STICKS 

FOR SALE

DIY TOOLS & SUPPLIES

SAND | CEMENT | PLASTER

WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

GARDEN TOOLS

BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS

HORSE & DOG FEED

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED UNDER 

ONE ROOF

H O RT I C U LT U R A L  &  D O M E S T I C  H A R DWA R E

63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY.  TEL: 01782 720507

FREE LOCAL DELIVERYFREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARk ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. also 24hr recovery service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

ElEctronic cigarEttES aVailaBlE

 

DAily pApers - MAgAzines - sweets - 
ChoColAte - householD neeDs

Best vAlue loCAlly.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a DvD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night / 
20 new releases every month.  need to send 
a fax or have something laminated?  
we are agents for DrY clEaning.



RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

tEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEB: www.seedmerchants.com  Email: rileys@fsmail.net

williAM riley & sons ltD.

seeDsMen - ironMongers - hArDwAre - 
AgriCulturAl & hortiCulturAl MerChAnts

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. saturday 9am to 12.30.

Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

the regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

at competitive prices. 
tel 0798 956 7227

email: axelmayer@btinternet.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk


