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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End - linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

Monday Night is Cheese Night  
tues ‘HaPPY HOUrs’ £2.20 per pint               

5pm-8pm. draught & Cask Beers
 Eat for ‘£2’every Wed 5pm to 8pm

CAMRA Pub of The Month 2011 & 2015

Pub of The year Merit 2011

Oakhams Academy of Excellence

BINGO! tue & sunday afternoon 1-3pm

 

save
up to £5
– ask in group
for more details

Slimming 
World

love

Join a warm and friendly group near you today…

slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000

Visit the website to read Zoes story…

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tel: Clare
07808 192011
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FeatUres

Welcome to issue 49 of your 
Audley Community News.

Since our last issue our village 
people have once again shown just 
how charitable they are, with so 
many fund-raisers holding events 
just to help others.  We no doubt 
live in a unique village.

Sadly our headline makers from 
our last issue did not win Britain’s 
Got Talent, but at least they 
made it to the finals.  Well done 
to Boyband and our own Corey 
Culverton.

We still have a cloud hanging 
over the Audley Library service, 
like with most villages throughout 
the district we wait in anticipation 
that it continues to serve our 
village needs.

We heard from a number of 
readers complaining about our 
local bus service.  It was thought 
that a number of the services had 
been stopped due to cuts, making 
life very difficult for those who so 
rely on the local transport to get to 
and from work and also to visit the 
towns.  Good news about the bus 
service can be found on page 10 
thanks to our Parish Council.

There have been other cuts by 
our Borough Council as we now 

have no public toilets in our village.  
This has made life so difficult 
for some residents whose health 
problems prevent them being to 
far away from this kind of facility, 
also the visitors to our village who 
so enjoy walking, especially over 
the Millennium Green and through 
the fields.  The strange thing is that 
there is still a sign on the main road 
advertising Public Toilets.

One item to be proud of is our 
village Health Centre who recently 
had a visit from the inspectors.

In their report after the visit they 
gave a comment of Outstanding 
for the service that the practice 
provides for its patients.

We need to congratulate doctors 
and staff for all their hard work and 
dedication.

As the Editor of the magazine 
I often get contacted by readers 
from many parts of the country and 
sometimes overseas and despite the 
problems that our village has been 
going through with vandals, rubbish 
being dumped etc, the comments 
from our readers are always positive 
as to what a lovely village we live in.

Fingers crossed these mindless 
acts stop, remember this is where 
you live.       E. Moulton Editor.

The chairman of Audley Rural Parish Council, 
Councillor Bert Proctor, has spoken of his fears 
that children’s play areas in the parish could be 
in danger of closing due to vandalism, criminal 
damage and theft.

Councillor Proctor said that last year repair 
and replacement costs due to such actions were 
£8,400.  

He went on to say that this was of course in 
addition to the on-going maintenance, general 
repair, monthly safety inspections and grass 
cutting costs of £12,620.

Councillor Proctor said that the actions of a 
mindless few were threatening the much needed 
facilities provided for the children of the Parish in 
the eight play areas in our villages.  

Councillor Proctor went on to say that the Parish 
council was anxious to upgrade the facilities in all 
play areas but were being prevented from doing so 
as the funding was being used to repair and replace 
equipment caused by the vandalism problems.

Councillor Proctor wishes to appeal to the people 
involved to realise the consequences of their actions 
and to refrain from causing such problems.

Audley Parish Chairman fears closure of children’s play areas due to vandals.

The pictures attached show Councillor Proctor at 
the children’s play area in Bignall End Road, Bignall 
End, inspecting a replacement swing at a cost of over 
£4000, after the original replacement had been stolen.

If you have any information about damage to the 
play areas please contact the police or Audley Parish 
Council.
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When we talk about heroes we find that they come 
in all kinds of categories.  Here in our parish we have 
one who, throughout his 40 years service as a fire 
officer, working for the Staffordshire Fire Service, has 
dedicated a large section of his free time in helping to 
raise the much needed funding for good caurses.

Kelvin Chell, a resident of Wood Street, Bignall End, 
father of two, husband to Lorna who is a care worker 
at the Poplars Care Home in Alsagers Bank, was 
presented with two prestigious awards at the County 
Show in Stafford in June 2015.  The two awards were 
The Fire Service Fundraiser Champion and runner 
up in The Fire Service Champion Award nominated 
by the community.  The awards were presented by 
the Staffordshire Fire Service Chief Fire Officer Peter 
Dartford.  Kelvin has been responsible for helping to 
raise many thousands of pounds for charities such 
as Douglas Macmillian, Donna Louise Trust, Fire 
Fighters Benevolent Fund and Fresh Air, together with 
many other local deserving groups.

There have not been many avenues that Kelvin has 
not been prepared to go down to provide funding 

which include, car boot sales, Christmas markets 
and curry nights.  One of the most recent being his 
evenings at the Alessi restaurant in the village to raise 
funds for the Fire Service. 

As part of his duties as a fire officer, Kelvin was also 
responsible for bringing many of the Fire Awareness 
Events into our villages, which were held at the local 
community centres.  These events provided our local 
residents with free electric blanket testing facilities and 
replacement blankets where needed, smoke alarms and 
security door locks.

Kelvin was for many years involved with the 
running of Audley Football Club where his fund-
raising skills also went to good use with the 
introduction of their Annual Beer Festival which is 
still held in February each year. 

Funds raised at this event helped to provide the 
Football Club with equipment and part of the money 
raised is donated to local groups in need.

Kelvin has also served on the local Patient Panel 
Group, helping to improve the needs of the patients at 
the Audley Health Centre.

We at the Audley Community News applaud the 
work done by Kelvin and wish to congratulate him.

Thank you from Paul Farrelly
I was re-elected at the May General Election as  

your member of Parliament with an increased vote  
of 16,520.  

It was my 4th successive victory at the polls and I 
would like to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude 
to everyone who voted for me.

If you wish to contact Paul:  
01782 715033 or 020 7219 8391 
78-81 Dunkirk Newcastle-Under-Lyme-Staffs  
ST5 2SW.

Fire hero a Modest Man

Carpets at warehouse priCes
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years

80/20 Wool twists British made 
rrp £15.99 p.s.y - our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back stain resistant carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y

100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

present tHis advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote street,  chesterton, newcastle under lyme Tel: 01782 562245

mon, tues, Wed, fri, sat 10.30 - 5.30. tHurs 10.30 - 4. open sunday 10.30 - 2
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success for Great Oak
Green belt site dropped from staffordshire Mineral plans

A 200-acre area of open countryside at Bignall End has 
been dropped from Staffordshire’s minerals plan to the 
joy of villagers and Newcastle’s MP Paul Farrelly who 
fought a concerted campaign to safeguard it from coal 
mining.

The land at Great Oak has been officially excluded 
from the County’s new draft Minerals Plan, the 
statutory document used by planners to identify 
mineral deposits available for extraction.

Exclusion of the Great Oak site follows vociferous 
opposition by residents who argued that carrying out 
opencast coal mining would harm the environment 
and cause excessive noise and dust.

The Great Oak land adjoins the site of the infamous 
Diglake Disaster of 1895 in which 77 men and boys 
drowned in an underground flood.  A total of 70 
bodies were never recovered from the flooded mine 
workings and residents argued that the whole area 
should be saved from development.

Developers, UK Coal, submitted an original 
application to extract 450,000 tonnes of coal at Great 
Oak in 2008, but went into administration last year 
before withdrawing their proposals in the face of 
fierce opposition from Mr Farrelly and residents who 
formed the Campaign Against Great Oak Opencast 
(CAGOO).

Mr Farrelly, who worked alongside local residents to 
oppose the plans from the outset, was delighted at the 
decision to remove Great Oak site from the Minerals 
Plan.

“If UK Coal’s plans had gone ahead it would have 
led to an unwelcome return to opencast coal mining in 
a community that has paid such a heavy price for this 
industry in the past,” he said.

“It would have been simply inappropriate for this 
area of Green Belt to be dug up and disrupted by UK 
Coal and I’m delighted that the County planners have 

Clothing alterations, repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  the Cobbles  36/38 Church street, audley  
tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

the perfect Fit

images for illustration purposes only.

listened to me and local people, and made them fully 
aware of the importance of this site to the community.”

The draft Minerals Plan covers the period from 
2015 to 2030 and residents have until the end of July to 
comment on its proposals before it is formally adopted 
by the County Council.

Barry Schofield secretary to MP Mr Paul Farrelly.
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Our Community Pays Tribute
Dr. Shesh Raj Suxena 
was born in 1931, 
into an old and well 
respected family in 
Hyderabad India. 

Dr. Suxena was 
the youngest of 4 
children.  Throughout 
his childhood he 
was surrounded by 
loving aunts, uncles 
and cousins, who all 
lived together in a 
extremely large house.

These strong family 
roots and deep family 
values helped shape 
his outlook in life and 
career. 

He married wife, Rajul and they were together for 45 
years.  They shared much happiness, love and many 
adventures. 

He was a loving father to Rajita and Asheesh and 
adored by his grandchildren Maya, Arav, Joseph and 
Harry.

Dr. Suxena studied medicine at Osmania medical 
college, Hyderabad, and the pursuit of postgraduate 
qualifications brought him to the UK in 1957.  Whilst 
here he worked in various hospitals up and down 
the country, gained his Diploma in Child Health and 
qualified to become a Member of the Royal College of 
Physicians. 

He worked as a locum General Practitioner in 
Audley for a year before returning to India for 4 years, 
where he taught postgraduates at Nilofer Hospital in 
Hyderabad. 

He came back to England in 1970 and was warmly 
welcomed back to the Audley practice and remained 
for a further 28 years.  He loved medicine, the people 
he met and the challenges it presented.  He believed 
that his role as a family doctor was to treat the family 
and not just the individual. 

He was highly regarded and appreciated by his 
patients and community.  Colleagues and patients 
alike respected and admired his ability, warmth, 
sincerity and dedication to his calling.  His work at 
the Audley practice gave him a tremendous amount of 
satisfaction.

He had lots of other interests - gardening, travel, 
photography, Urdu poetry and current affairs to 
mention but a few. 

He loved exploring, appreciated nature and was a 
keen traveller, visiting many countries.  He combined 
travel with his great love of photography and never lost 
an opportunity to try to get the perfect photo.  

He could happily spend hours (whatever the 
weather) in his garden and those of his children.

He was a true gentleman and a wise counsel.  He was 
incredibly supportive, warm, compassionate and saw 
goodness in everyone. 
He passed away peacefully on the 12th June 2015.  He 
is sadly missed and will always be fondly remembered 
by his loving family and friends. 
The funeral service took place on the 23rd June at 
the Bradwell Crematorium where everyone in a full 
crematorium came to express their love and respect for 
the life of Dr. Suxena.
At the request of his family members living in India 
who could not make the journey, the religious service 
was streamed by video link back to India, where over 
60 people gathered at the same time as the service was 
being held, in special prayers for him.

Special Tribute.
Tribute by Dr. Innes Robinson a former colleague.
Dr. Robinson a former parish doctor who worked with 
Dr. Suxena said her memories of him were of a kind, 
caring, private man who was happily married to wife 
Rajul.

She first met Dr. Suxena sometime during 1966 
when he joined the practice as a locum.  At that time 
Dr. Arthur had left the practice, leaving Dr. Robinson 
and Dr. Fulton as the only two main doctors for the 
Audley practice.

Dr. Suxena stayed only for a short period of time 
then returned to work in India.

In 1970 Dr. Suxena returned to England and as 
the Audley practice was in need of another doctor he 
was offered the position and became a partner in the 
practice.  Dr. Suxena successfully worked as a doctor 
in our community for 28 years until his retirement. 

Special Tribute.
Tribute on behalf of the Audley Health Centre.
The Practice was very saddened to hear of the death of 
Dr. Shesh Suxena who had worked for many years at 
the Audley Health Centre.

As both a doctor and a colleague he was held in 
very high esteem and much respected and loved by his 
patients and colleagues alike.

Dr. Suxena will be remembered by all as a true 
gentleman who had a lovely quiet and calm manner 
but who was also a very knowledgeable, genuine and 
intelligent man.

We will always hold very fond memories of him and 
our condolences go to his loving family.
Julie Stokes Practice Manager.

Special Tribute.
As a former patient of Dr. Suxena myself and after 
speaking to many members of the community, I must 
say how sad we all were to hear of the death of Dr. 
Suxena.  

As a parish doctor we could not have asked for 
more.  He was a gentleman in all aspects of the word, a 
caring man who spoke softly and with confidence.

To his loving family and friends the community of 
Audley sends their condolences.  

Editor.
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SpINNINg
CLASSES

profESSIoNAL 
NUtrItIoNAL 

ADVICE

CIrCUIt 
trAININg

pErSoNAL 
trAININg

KorE fItNESS, StoNEwALL INDUStrIAL EStAtE, SILVErDALE
www.KorEfItNESS.Co.UK   KorEfItNESS

  KArL - 07947566670  or  BEN - 07881205684

 

Most makes of stoves are now available.

nEW OPEnInG hOuRs

10am - 3pm  Saturdays only.

Appointments can be made any other day including Sundays.

Contact Richard 07551 923 168  or  Sara 07432 091 699

ThE sTOvE EMPORIuM lTD.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk

It was full steam ahead, the date was the 6th June. 
This was the day that my next door neighbour’s son 

and his fiancé had chosen to tie the knot after five years 
together, but for Trevor and Pamela Davenhill’s 31 
year old son Matthew, a civil engineer, whose hobbies 
include flying light aircraft and the restoration of steam 
locomotives, this was not going to be any ordinary day.

At about 10am on this particular Saturday 
morning, the air was suddenly filled with a shrill 
whistle followed by a rumbling that could be felt in 
the ground.  Parked at the roadside in the cul-de-sac 
outside my house in Bignall End was something that 

is not seen too often these days – a steam powered 
traction engine. This was to be the groom’s chosen 
means of transport to take him to the church.

After photographs were taken by neighbours, friends 
and passersby, the crew and the engine were all fed and 
watered; the crew with bacon sandwiches and tea and 
the engine with coal and water. 

It was soon time for the journey to the church to 
begin.  Matthew donned a boiler suit to protect his 
wedding suit and took control of the engine under 
strict supervision from the trained crew and they left 
the cul-de-sac.

I had been charged with getting the groom’s parents 
to the church for the wedding, so after a fifteen minute 
wait, we set off.  We caught them up just as the engine 
was turning left into Church Street, but had to overtake 
them so as to be at the church before he arrived.  
Seeing as the engine was only doing about 3 mph, this 
was a simple manoeuvre. 

We parked up and awaited his arrival, which took 
about fifteen minutes. 

They parked up next to the church and posed for 
many more photographs before it was finally time for 
Matthew to remove his boiler suit, clean up his face 
and ready himself to meet his bride, Fiona Hilton, who 
was arriving in a racing green Morgan open top sports 
car.

The wedding went without a hitch and after the 
service the traction engine was still parked up, ready 
to be included in the many wedding photographs that 
were to be taken that afternoon.

For me, this was a truly surreal experience, one that 
I will never probably see the likes of again.

Ian Knight

Get me to the church on time!
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This edition is looking back and reflecting on past 
achievements and activities and, as strange as it seems, 
looking forward to the year ahead.  The start of a new 
academic year leads us to extend a warm welcome to 
our Year 7 pupils.  We are sure their time here will be 
filled with new experiences, fond memories and, of 
course, challenge.  

Challenge and competition were certainly in 
evidence during the annual Sports Day – this year won 
by Heathcote house.  It was a glorious afternoon on the 
track, with the entire school offering their support and 
encouragement to all the competitors, regardless of 
their house.  Students seen on sports day top right.

The transition from primary to secondary school 
for our new Year 7 has been eased by weekly visits 
to the school.  For the past academic year, pupils 
from local primary schools have visited Sir Thomas 
Boughey every Friday to take part in a range of 
lessons, including Food, Technology and Music.  This 
is something that will continue over the course of this 
year.  

In July we also held our annual Year 6 taster day, 
where all pupils who were, at the time, waiting 
expectantly for the next chapter in their school careers 
to begin, (and have since recently started at Sir Thomas 
Boughey) had the opportunity of experiencing an 
entire day with us.  This day was a true reflection of 
what they can expect for the next five years: they began 
with an assembly; took part in all five lessons; had 
lunch and left feeling part of the school.  It is therefore 
no surprise to see how well the new Year 7 have settled 
into life at Sir Thomas Boughey.

The wheels of progress never stand still and, as 
is always the case with a new academic year, we 
immediately begin to plan for the next year.  With 
this in mind, our current Year 6 Open Evening will 
take place on Thursday 17th September at 7pm.  This 
evening provides an excellent opportunity for parents 
and prospective pupils to have a look at the school, 
talk to pupils and staff and see some work in action.  It 
really is an evening not to be missed.

In preparation for this, just before their work 
experience placements, 12 Year 10 pupils attended 
a radio workshop day at Signal Radio.  They 
produced their own radio shows (traffic, travel, sport, 
entertainment) as well as writing, producing and 
performing an advert to be broadcast on Signal One.  
Listen closely and see if you can hear us on the radio 
between 8.00am – 9.00am and 4.00pm – 5.00pm in the 
week leading up to our Y6 evening.  Students pictured 
opposite at Signal Radio. 

Reflecting on the period of Work Experience, we 
would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all those people 
who offered placements for the Year 10 students.  Once 
again, the fortnight was very successful and a large 
number of pupils have received glowing references 
and, in some cases, even job offers! 

Our annual Year 11 Mock Interview Evening is 
scheduled to take place on Thursday 11th February.  
During this evening, our pupils are interviewed by 

professionals from a range of organisations and career 
paths.  It is an incredibly valuable evening as our 
pupils receive first-hand experience of an interview 
situation – skills they are then able to apply to the real 
world.  If you would like to take part in this event and 
become an interviewer for the evening, please contact 
the school.  Your support would be very welcome.  

Our website continues to evolve and is frequently 
updated with the latest news and photographs 
regarding pupils’ achievements and activities.  A full 
calendar is available on the website, but a couple of 
dates you might like to note in your diary:

Wednesday 16th December (7pm) – Year 7 
Christmas Concert;

Tuesday 26th May (7pm) – Celebration of Music 
evening.

Your support at such evenings is always much 
appreciated.  

Even though it is still very early in the academic 
year, we already have many exciting events planned.  
Year 11 Geography students have already been on a 
field trip to the River Dane in the Peak District, where 
they have collected data to be used in an assessment.  
We also have a trip to France planned for the opening 
weekend of October half-term, where pupils will be 
able to experience the lifestyle and cuisine of our 
continental cousins. 

sir Thomas Boughey news
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We have great news from CARA.  The (PCC)  Police 
and Crime Commissioner along with Audley Parish 
Council have commissioned a piece of equipment to 
be installed on Queen St. Park.  It is called a Half Pipe 
Skate Board, along with a smaller piece of equipment 
which is called a Wave.  The Wave is a piece of 
equipment for beginners to gain confidence before 
attempting to go onto the larger piece of equipment.

We are all very excited about this, as it is one of the 
requests the children made when we had meetings 
at Sir Thomas Boughey High school last year.  We 
met with the contractor to agree the starting date, 
which was the 13th of July, the day after our very 
successful Carnival Weekend.  This work has now been 
completed in readiness for the equipment to arrive 
on site.  By the time you read the magazine all works 
should have been completed in time for the summer 
holidays.  Have fun but please use the equipment 
carefully.  Please enjoy yourselves but take care of the 
equipment as this venture is costing in the region of 
£27,000 pounds.  Keep safe that is our only request. 

I’m working very closely with officers from the 
County Council and Newcastle Borough Council in 
putting together a bid for a grant to enable us to obtain 
money for the other request made by the children.  
This is for a BMX TRACK which will be installed at 
the bottom end of the Park.  The plans have already 
been drawn up and are waiting to go into the planning 
committee.  This project will be costing in the region 
of £37,000 pounds and if possible we would like a 
Tarmac Path installed around the park so that people 
who use disabled scooters will have easy access as well 
as residents with pushchairs.  This price is yet to be 
sought but it will be at least £20,000 pounds.  We do 
have very big ambitions but we will get there sooner 

rather than later, making Queen St a Park that the 
whole of the Parish can cherish and enjoy for years to 
come.

Finally may I just say a very heartwarming thank 
you to all residents of Audley/ Bignall End including 
Wood Lane who took the trouble to go out and 
vote for me in the May elections, which gave me an 
outstanding victory.  Thank you all for having the 
confidence in me to represent you once again on 
Newcastle Borough Council.  It’s been my pleasure  
to serve you all over the years, and I will always try  
my best for you at all times.

Exciting Times Ahead For CARA  
Ann Beech

Around Audley 2016 Calendar

Thanks to everyone’s support, the 2015 ‘Around 
Audley’ calendar raised £450, which was divided 
equally between Harp of Gold and Audley First 
Responders.  This year I hope to produce another 
calendar that should be available around the end of 
September.  The price will be £8 for an A4 size.  

For more details visit www.facebook.com/
AroundAudley or www.aroundaudley.co.uk 

or email calendar@aroundaudley.co.uk.
Duncan Richardson
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Audley Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected 
local authority, which acts as a voice for local 
opinion by keeping in close and regular contact 
with its electorate and provides a focus for voluntary 
organisations in the area.  Our council comprises of 
three wards, Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End 
which are represented by a total of 15 councillors, 
who volunteer their time:

Mr H Proctor (Chair) Revd J Taylor (Vice Chair)
Mr T Sproston, Mrs V Pearson, Mrs A Beech,
Mr M Dolman, Mr C C Cooper, Mr P Brewer,
Mr M Joynson, Mr R Moody, Mr R Kinnersley
Mr M Whitmore, Mrs C Richardson, Mr D Butler
Vacant

More Information
More detailed information on what has been achieved over the last year or so can be obtained from the Annual 
Report 2014/15 or by looking through the minutes from every meeting on the Parish Council’s website.
You can visit our website at anytime http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 noticeboards across the Parish 
for more information, agendas and minutes.
You can contact Mrs C Withington, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone 07901692414  Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post Lyngarth, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to let us know if you have any issues or concerns 
relating to the Parish.
Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting of the Council.
We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at 7pm, at venues located around the parish - please 
see the noticeboards and the website for the exact details.
Residents are able to address the council during the public participation session.
Parish Council Public surgeries on a 1-2-1 basis with a Parish Councillor will now be held at *6.30pm to 
7pm*, finishing just prior to the start of every Council meeting (*subject to change - please check the latest 
agenda).
Additionally there are now Police/Parish liaison surgeries available on the Third Wednesday of every month 
from 9.00am at Audley Community Centre, Castle Hill.

visit www.staffordshire.police.uk/localpolicing/newcastle/audley/ for more information.

news Item 

Buses to Crewe and Alsager?
Do you think you would use a bus service which runs 
from Audley to Crewe via Alsager?

The Parish Council are gathering evidence to present 
a case to Staffordshire County Council and the bus 
operators to demonstrate that there could be sufficient 
demand to justify running a service.

However more weight will be given if we can justify 
it will be used and if it would be used by those who 
need a bus for work or education.

If you think you would use the service, please 
complete the online survey at the Parish Council 
website - www.audleyparishcouncil.org or a paper 
survey left in the local post offices at Halmer End and 
Audley.

It wont happen overnight, but we are hoping that if 
there is enough evidence they may consider it!

Please bear in mind though that unless a sufficient 
number of people use it, it is not financially viable.

Thank you. 
Parish Clerk Mrs. Clare Withington

Message From the Chairman regarding the problems 
raised concerning the D&G bus service from Audley 
to Newcastle via Halmer End and Alsagers Bank.

Following consultations with the D&G bus company 
a senior management team attended the Audley 
Parish Council meeting in June of 2015 to present the 
proposed changes introduced to address the areas of 
concern which were raised by our residents.

They explained that this particular service had now 
been transferred from the Cheshire depot to a North 
Staffordshire garage in order to improve the service.

Trackers had now been fitted to the vehicles to 
ensure greater control of the service and address the 
problem areas which have been identified.

Following these changes there has been a marked 
improvement in the service which has been greatly 
appreciated by residents.  The Parish Council is 
grateful for the prompt response by the company who 
have also agreed to maintain dialogue with the Parish 
Council to ensure the best possible service is delivered.

Chairman Bert Proctor.
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Acupuncture for your pet
Acupuncture is given as a course of 
treatment, usually weekly for 4 weeks. 
Your pet will have very fine needles 
inserted into the skin at relevant 
acupuncture points. Most pets do  
not notice the needles being inserted,  
and remain unaware of the needles  
during treatment. The majority of 
patients relax and sometimes fall 
asleep during treatment.

Who will treat my pet?
My name is Elspeth Riley and I am 
a veterinary surgeon who has been 
treating pets with acute and / or 
chronic pain with acupuncture since 

2012. The response during and post 
treatment has been astonishing and 
backed by excellent client feedback.

I routinely use acupuncture to treat: 

• Hip/elbow dysplasia
• Back injuries
• Arthritis
• Any long term pain

What does  
treatment involve?
Initial consultations last about  
45 minutes. In this time a full  
history will be taken and your  
pet examined. This, along with  

any diagnostics and treatment  
already performed by your regular 
vet, will be used to work out a 
treatment plan for your pet. You  
will be able to remain with your  
pet while treatment is carried out.

Follow up consultations vary in  
length depending on how your  
pet responds to treatment but  
are generally 20-30 minutes.

Further details regarding the 
acupuncture service can be gained 
from County Vets Alsager. Please do 
not hesitate to contact the surgery 
if you have any questions about 
acupuncture and its benefits.

County Vets – Alsager 
9 Lawton Road 
Alsager 
01270 882112

Friarswood Veterinary Centre 
12 Friarswood Road 
Newcastle- under-Lyme 
01782 615698  

County Vets – Sandbach                                                                                          
30 Crewe Road                                                                                                     
Sandbach                                                                                                  
01270 767455

Summer is upon us and it is the traditional time in 
Amateur Dramatics that all concerned take a well 
earned rest.  However we at Audley find this quiet 
period a good time to start planning for the next 
season.

We hold our AGM and our annual active members 
meeting during which we choose our next production 
committee (which will serve for a year) and reflect on 
our season as a whole.

We also attend a gala awards evening by the North 
Staffs Drama Association and this year we won 2nd 
best play of the season with ‘The Murder Room’ and 
our youth were nominated in 2 categories.  They were 
ALL nominated in the ‘under 16’ category and Alice 
Nixon was nominated for the goose puppetry in the 
panto for ‘most adventurous approach to theatre’ 
category.  We are all extremely proud of our youth 
members as I am sure you, our audiences, are.  This 
done, rehearsals continue for the October production.

Those of you who read this magazine regularly will 
know that our next production is Blithe Spirit, an 
improbable farce, by Noel Coward.  It is to be staged 
on the 14th - 17th of October.  Some of you might 
remember the 1945 film of this play which starred 
Rex Harrison and Margaret Rutherford.  It won an 
Academy award for its visual effects.

We at Audley certainly have our hands full 
concerning the antics of the ghosts, but I am giving 

nothing away.
As the producer I would like to say that it is up to 

you to come and watch the production to see what 
happens, so take note of the booking telephone 
number and order your tickets. 01782 720708.

Plans for our annual panto are under way so once 
again watch this space or look on our website or 
Facebook page for updates and get ready to order your 
tickets once again. 

Don’t forget our theatre has a coffee morning on 
Saturday mornings 10am-12noon so you can always 
pop in for a warm welcome and anyone interested in 
joining us would also be welcomed.

Another new member is joining us this month. 
Yvonne Johnson

Audley Theatre news 2015

GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.
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Ellen Mason (nee Edgeley)
Ellen peacefully passed away on 
March 12th 2015.

She was born in Booth Street 
and she was the daughter of Elsie 
and Harry Edgeley.

When Ellen left school she 
started work at Enderley Mills 
where she met John who was a 
painter and decorator.  He had 
been sent to do some work at the 
factory.  

In 1956 after several years 
together they got married at 
St. James’ church and went on 
to have two children, Ian and 
Joanne.

Ellen spent most of her early married life bringing 
up their children.

When the children were older she got a part time 
job at Burgess’ cake shop which she really enjoyed.

About 10 years ago Ellen and John moved house to 
live in Newcastle but they would often visit Audley to 
see relatives and friends.

Ellen was a devoted wife, mum and mum-in-law 
and was a good friend to many.

Her funeral service took place at Bradwell 
Crematorium on Wednesday 25th March.  The service 
was well attended which gave great comfort to John 
and his family.

The family would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Pastor Mike Gollins for a lovely service.

Betty Robinson (nee Dean)
We sadly announce that on the 16th June 2015, Betty 
Robinson aged 79 years of Chapel Court Silverdale 
passed away peacefully at the North Staffs Royal 
Infirmary with her loving family in attendance.

Betty was the loving wife of late husband Roy, 
mother to seven children, grandmother to twenty, 
great grandmother of 23 and a dear loving sister to 
Sandra, Pauline and Leslie.

Betty was born in Chapel Street Bignall End, living 
with her parents and sisters and attended both the 
Ravens Lane School and the Halmer End Secondary 
Modern and upon leaving school worked at the Nylon 
Factory in Newcastle. 

When she met and married Roy, they then moved 
to Chapel Court Silverdale and lived their all their 
married life.

Betty will be sadly missed by her family and the 
many friends who knew her.

The funeral service took place on the 1st July, held at 
St. Luke’s Church Silverdale, which was then followed 
by interment at the Newcastle Cemetery, where Betty 
was re-united with her son David, who was aged only 
5 years old when he passed away, and husband Roy.

All donations given have now been passed on to the 
Donna Louise Trust, in her memory.

Please accept our condolences.

Arthur Evans
Arthur, a resident of Ravens Lane Bignall End, 
suddenly passed away after a period of failing health, 
at the RSUH aged 85 years on the 1st May 2015.

Arthur was born in Diglake Street and attended 
both the Ravens Lane County Primary School and the 
Halmer End Secondary Modern.
During his teenage years he worked for the local 
electrical firm of Proctor and Lowe and also 
attended night school to attain the relevant electrical 
qualifications he needed.

Arthur spent two years doing his National Service 
and was stationed in Germany.

On his return from his National Service Arthur 
resumed his work with Proctor and Lowe once again, 
working in Bignall End and surrounding areas, until 
he retired.

He was by nature a quiet gentleman who would 
much prefer to be in the background, but he was 
always very interested in events and happenings taking 
place in and around the village.

 Arthur was a dear husband to wife Joan, a loving 
dad to David, Glyn, Gwyneth, father-in-law to Tina 
and Will.  He was also a very proud grandad to 
Christopher, Dean, Carl, Tanya, Nicola and Megan.

The funeral service took place on the 19th May 
and was held at the Audley Methodist Chapel which 
was then followed by cremation at the Bradwell 
Crematorium.

All donations were for ‘Help For Heroes’, a cause 
close to his heart.

Arthur will be sadly missed by all who knew him.

Roland Minshall
It is with sadness we 
inform our readers of the 
death of Roland on the 
1st June 2015, aged 80 
years, a resident of High 
Street Halmer End.

Roland was the beloved 
husband to Sylvia, loving 
dad to sons Allan and 
Ian, a dear brother, 
grandad, uncle and friend 
to so many.

Roland attended both 
the Heathcote Street 
Primary School, Alsagers 

Bank and also what was then known as the Halmer 
End Secondary Modern.  

Roland did so enjoy his time at school and during 
his time at the Halmer End Secondary Modern 
excelled as a sportsman in both cricket and football.

On leaving school Roland’s first experience of work 
was as a painter and decorator, but he eventually 
took up an apprenticeship as an electrician at the 
Leycett pit, with his father.  Whilst working at the 
pit he attended a night school course attaining the 
required qualifications and once qualified left the pit 
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C. w. Mottram  
Funeral services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral tributes/Catering arranged

†
assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
personal home Visits – 24 hour service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

Margaret hogarth
Margaret, sadly passed away on the 6th July 2015.  She 
was the adored wife to the late Ted, a loving mother to 
son Paul and daughter-in-law Jean, a much loved sister 
to Beryl and a special friend to all who knew her.

Margaret was born in Tibb Street, Bignall End where 
she lived with her parents and sister Beryl.

She attended the Ravens Lane Primary School and 
then went on to the Halmer End Secondary Modern 
School.

After leaving school Margaret started work at the 
Rist Wires and Cables factor in Milehouse where 
she spent all her working life.  She met Ted, her late 
husband who lived in Audley and became firm friends 
and eventually they were married and went to live 
in Albert Street, Bignall End where her son Paul was 
born.

Both Margaret and husband Ted loved to visit the 
Audley Workingmen’s club where they made so many 
good friends.  Margaret had a special friendship with 
Joan Henshall, they were more like sisters than friends.

Eventually Margaret and Ted moved into a 
bungalow on Ravens Park where they spent many 
happy years.  Sadly, ill health came to Margaret and 

Ted continued to care for her until she needed special 
care and she then went to live in the Poplars Care 
Home in Alsagers bank.  Ted himself then became ill 
and joined Margaret at the Poplars.  Sadly Ted passed 
away in 2008.

Margaret continued to be cared for by the staff at the 
Poplars for the next 7 years until her recent death.

Margaret was a lovely lady, so well spoken, kind and 
generous who always had a lovely smile on her face 
whenever you met her.

Her funeral was held on the 16th July 2015 and  
the service took place at the Bradwell Crematorium 
where her family and friends came to celebrate 
Margaret’s life.

environment and took up a position working for the 
English Electric company where he eventually became 
a senior test engineer.

When English Electric were taken over by GEC, 
Roland was asked to be relocated but decided he 
wanted to stay in the village he so loved with his family 
and friends and took up a position with British Rail.

Roland’s love of sport included playing football 
for Audley, Knutton and Halmer End.  He was also 
approached by Stoke City, but sadly a broken leg ended 
any hope of becoming a professional footballer.

Aged 19 Roland met Sylvia, then aged 17, on a trip to 
Belle Vue and they have spent the last 61 years together.

Roland loved the outdoor life, a keen walker and 
cyclist with trips on his cycle to Blackpool and even 
from Halmer End to Lands End.

Roland in later life took up the sport of bowling, 
playing for his village team where he was a formidable 
opponent.

In later years Roland became interested in local 
conservation when the opencast mining removed 
most of Bates Wood, but he was pleased to see the 
new creation of the Bates Wood Pool and Nature 
reserve.  Roland took an active part in the development 
of Podmore where he and his son spent many hours 
helping to redevelop the site.

The people of Halmer End and the Podmore 
Preservation Group will always be indebted to Roland.

Roland’s passing was a sad day for so many, his 
family, his friends and the community of Halmer End 
where Roland throughout his life tried to help preserve 
the village and surrounding wildlife community.

The funeral service was held on the 15th June 2015 
at the Halmer End Methodist Church followed by 
cremation at the Bradwell crematorium.  All donations 
were sent to the Podmore Conservation Group to help 
continue the work in restoring the area.

Joyce Pointon
Joyce Peacefully passed away on the 13th July 2015 at 
the Bradwell Hospital.

Joyce, aged 90 years of Wereton Audley formerly of 
Leek, was the loving wife of late husband Roy, adored 
mother to daughters Barbara and Yvonne and her late 
son Alan.  A much loved nan, great-nan, sister-in-
law and auntie and a much admired friend to all who 
knew her.

Joyce was a fun loving lady, always having a smile 
and loved a laugh.

Her funeral was held on the 22nd July 2015 at the 
Bradwell Crematorium.

Joyce will be sadly missed by so many.
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When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 

Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge
July saw the start of a new Rotary year and the hand-
over from President Jim McCabe to our new president 
Ian Smith.

A big ‘thank-you’ to Jim for a great year of 
friendship and charity work and for leading our club 
so well.  It has been a very successful year, with plenty 
of memories.

May and June were particularly busy months for 
the club with the Nepal earthquake, in particular, 
dominating.  Audley Christian Viewpoint very kindly 
let us set up a stand in their craft fair on 4th May to 
raise funds for the Disaster Aid Nepal campaign.  We 
raised £239.83 which enabled us to purchase a Disaster 
Aid kit which was sent out to Nepal.  Many thanks to 
everyone who called in to support us.

 We also spent £2,000 on a specialised wheelchair 
to allow a young boy from Audley with spina bifida 
to play basketball with the Stoke Spitfires and we 
also purchased a powerful blender for a family from 
Halmer End who have to feed their son through a tube 
into his stomach.  We again supported The Children 
of Audley Residents Association with a £100 donation 
towards their carnival weekend on 10th – 11th July.

A £100 donation was also be made towards a fund-
raising activity in memory of Daniel Hughes, a young 
man from Bignall End who died earlier this year.  The 
funding will go towards a heart health screening event 
for young people in the village (Cardiac Risk in the 
Young).

June also saw us down at Freeport performing 
blood pressure tests as part of the Stroke Awareness 
campaign.  The event was supported by the 
Community First Responders who measured the 
blood pressure of 85 members of the public with 18% 
of those tested advised to visit their GP

We look forward to the new year under the guidance 
of President Ian Smith which I am sure will be a very 
enjoyable and successful year. 

We have once again presented our Young Achiever 
awards to the local primary schools.  These awards are 
very much appreciated by both the schools and the 
pupils.  We also were able to send two young finalists 
to the District ‘Young Innovator’ competition in July. 

Our mentoring work at Madeley High continues and 
we hope to soon be working with Sir Thomas Boughey 
High.  The schools are breaking for the summer and 
we will be looking to work with both the primary and 
senior schools when they return in September.

Club Assembly was held in June and Zone 3 
Assistant Governor, Greg Watson, attended on behalf 
of the District.  On behalf of the club, Greg presented 
Ernie Moulton editor of this magazine, with a Paul 
Harris Fellowship in recognition of the contribution 
that he makes to the community through this excellent 
publication.  

Ernie is an honorary member of the club and has 
been very supportive of Rotary over the years.  It is 
great to be able to honour him in this way. 

We also presented a Paul Harris Sapphire pin 
to Philip Broadhurst in recognition of the service 

that he has 
given to the 
community 
as village 
pharmacist, 
founder 
member of 
the Rotary 
club and 
musical 
director of 
the Audley 
Male Voice 
Choir.  

The 
photograph 

above shows Philip with Ernie to 
his right at the presentation.

Our quiz team was again successful and won the 
District Quiz competition for the third time in four 
years.  Long may the success continue! 

Rotary Contacts
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   
01782 721483   neilginnis@atosorigin.com
Secretary: Rob Holland 
01782 662335   ribnjulieholland@btinternet.com
Website: www.audley.net/rotary

The Rotary Club Of Audley 2015
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Robinson’s school visit
On Monday the 15th June there was 
excitement for the children of Wood Lane 
Junior School when members of Canine 
Partners came to visit the school with 
puppy Robinson, a black Labrador.

The reason for their visit was to collect a 
donation from the pupils.

A group of pupils from the Wood Lane 
Junior School decided to help the charity 
by raising money to provided training and 
needs for the dog, by holding a ‘Cake Day’ 
where the pupils brought in home made 
cakes for sale.  The children raised £121.35.  

The children had decided that they would 
give their support to Canine Partners, the 
voluntary group which trains puppies from 8 
weeks old up to the age of 18 months.

The training  is tailored to the needs of the 
individuals and their disability to help them 
live as normal a life as possible.

The dogs are trained to help with everyday tasks 
like opening and closing doors in the home, opening 
washing machines and unloading the items, pressing 
buttons and switches and in any emergency fetching 
help when needed.

Once trained not only do the dogs give the 
individuals practical, psychological and social benefits 
which include increasing their independence and  in 
some cases by taking the dogs with them they allow 
the individuals to return to work.

Once the dogs have been trained they are provided 
FREE of charge to the individual it has been 
specifically trained for.

Robinson is in fact being trained locally in our 
parish by Lisa Ash who we have featured before in 
one of our issues when training Clive.  As with Clive 
both Lisa and Robinson can often be seen in our 
village where she visits places such as the Library and 

Residential Care homes, Dentists etc, to get Robinson 
used to being with groups of people.

The photograph above shows Robinson, 7 months 
old, with trainer Lisa Ash, Rob Pepper from Canine 
Partners and school governor and Deputy Mayor Ian 
Wilkes who helped with the presentation.

A very big thank you must go to the children of 
Wood Lane School for their generous donation.

If you would like to help by fund-raising or to 
make a donation please contact either fundraising@
caninepartners.org.uk or telephone 01730 716032.

ROyAl AnTEDIluvIAn ORDER 
OF BuFFAlOEs

Mothertown, Wulstan and Diglake Lodge.
In June 2015 three of our Lodge members did a 
sponsored walk from our Lodge in Bradwell to Grove 
House our Grand Lodge Headquarters in Harrogate.

They did it in two and a half days and raised around 
£1,600 which will be donated to the Donna Louise 
and other local charities in need.  The three members 
who took part in the charity walk were, Kevin Moore, 
Philip Brown Cameron and Karl Westerholme.
Meals on Wheels
Volunteers are required to assist with the delivery 
of hot meals in the Tunstall area, particularly on a 
Thursday but occasionally on other days, to provide  
for absences.  The hours are between 10am and 
12.30pm.  For further information please contact 
either David Heath on 01782 722287, or  
Mike Pointon on 01782 397244. 
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Jojo’s
Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

A newly formed group of Bignall End cyclists took part 
in this year’s Dougie Mac bike ride fundraiser.

They rode the very testing route from Handford to 
Llangollen and back, a total distance of 110 miles.

The group raised a total of £1,500 for the charity.
The picture shows the group preparing to leave, left 

to right can be seen, Louise Chell, Kathy Plaskill, Mike 
Plaskill, Ed Marshall, Andy Johnson, Steve Chell and 
Dave Knapper.

The money raised has now been donated.

At the Audley Football Club we are all looking forward 
to the new 2015-16 season, and as in previous seasons, 
the club will be fielding sides at both junior and senior 
levels.  This will include nine sides at junior and youth 
levels, ranging from under 8s to under 18s and two 
sides at senior level which will represent the club in 
the Staffs County Senior League Premier and second 
divisions of the league, on a Saturday afternoon.

The season for the SCSL started on the 15th of 
August and for the junior and youth sides early 
September.

Best of luck to all teams involved in the club for the 
coming season.  Let’s make it a good one.

On the club front, volunteers have once again 
worked tirelessly to prepare the club and grounds 
for the new season ahead.  The main pitch perimeter 
fencing has now been completed, along with the stands 
that the club has constructed.  Also the pitches have 
been maintained along with the pitch fence that has 
been re-painted.  A lot of people have passed comment 
on how good the club grounds are looking, so the 
volunteers can be proud of their achievements that 
they have made and the commitment they have shown 
during the closed season.

As for the club house itself the changing rooms have 
been re-decorated and refurbished by club volunteers 
with the assistance of a grant most gratefully received 
from Stoke City FC.

Additionally, a defibrillator has been mounted in 
the changing room area.  Hopefully we will never 
need the defibrillator but nevertheless its value to 
the club, the community and the people who use the 
facilities should not be discounted.  The club has also 
applied for funding from Staffordshire County Council 
via Local Councillor Mrs. Ann Beech and also the 
Community Chest Fund.  

We are awaiting the outcome of these applications 
but if successful the plan is to use the funding to re-
decorate and refurbish the toilet facilities, within the 
clubhouse.

As ever I will keep everyone posted on any progress 
on these applications in subsequent editions of the 
Audley Community News.      

Richard Platt Chairman.

latest news From Audley Football Club

ST. JAMES CHURCH 
AUDLEY

Autumn Sale
Saturday 24th October 2015
Open - 9.30am to 11.30am

Held in St. James’ Church Hall
CAKES, GIFTS, TEA & COFFEE etc. 

Bignall End Cycle Club Fundraiser
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leddys Field, A Mystery?
We have had a number of enquires about where 
the name ‘Leddys Field’ originated from.  

I therefore contacted Val Pearson who is the 
Chair of the Leddys Field Supporters group for 
her thoughts.  She has very kindly sent us the 
following information.

Perhaps 15 years ago old Harry Mayer who 
lived in Hall Street told me that the Audley Parish 
Council Wildlife area was the area formerly 
known as Leddys Field.  As the area had no 
proper or easily used name we started to refer to 
it as Leddys Field, more for brevity than anything 
else.  Other people said they remembered the area 
as Leddys Field and then the late Les Foster sent 
me this photograph, which is attached.

This photograph was taken in the early 1900s 
and shows a fenced off corner of Leddys Field 
which is now the library in Audley.  You can 
also see St. James’ Church in the centre and the 
old Audley school which was built in 1854.  In 1901 
it became a mixed Church of England school and 
then in 1909 a council school.  Finally it became the 
Audley Infants school and was closed in the 1980s and 
demolished in 1990.

I asked a highly qualified Landscape Architect who 
visits the area and does work for the National Trust, 
Universities and Councils for an opinion on the name.  
The reply was that it was good because: it was local, 
it was old and it was unusual, interesting, brief and 
memorable.  As well as appearing on signs, it is used 
on the Friends of Leddys Field charity bank account, 
used for applying for grants.

When an area belonging to someone becomes a 
place name and the person has died so no longer  
owns it, it is customary for the apostrophe ‘s’ to be 
dropped as in Wilbrahams Walk, Whalleys Avenue, 
Boyles Hall Road and many others.  

It also looks neater on signs so is typographically 
preferred.

I have not heard anything about Leddy himself  
or herself and would love to know more.

Anyone who has any information or may know 
where the name Leddys Field came from please 
contact the Editor.

Val Pearson, Chair of Leddys Field  
Supporters group.

Forthcoming Events at the Audley Methodist Church
Services:

All services start at 10 30 am and 6 pm.  All are 
welcome.

Special services on the following dates:
Sept 6th  Chapel Anniversary Day.  Both services will 
be led by Mr. Ralph Kilby.
Sept 20th  Harvest Services led in the morning by 
Rev Margaret Eaton.  This service will include Holy 
Communion.  Evening service led by Rev John Taylor.
Nov 8th  Evening service led by Rev Helen Hoe, this 
will include Holy Communion and will be the annual 
CAMEO Service.
Nov 22nd  The evening service will be an Advent 
Praise.
Nov 29th  The morning will be a Toy Service. 

Other Events:
Sept 19th  This Saturday will be a community 
morning with support by Audley Ladies Choir.  
Proceeds from the Bring and Buy and Raffle will be 
donated to “Pink Week”.
October 17th  Community Morning.
Nov 28th  Lobby Lunch with Audley Brass playing 
Christmas Carols.

Dec19th  Coffee and Mince Pie morning.

Monthly Lunches will start in September

Every Tuesday morning “Coffee & Chat” 10 30am to 
12 noon held in the Hall Foyer.

First Wednesday of the month “Knit & Natter” 9 30am 
to 12 noon held in the Hall Foyer.

CAMEO  Meetings are held fortnightly on Tuesday 
at 7 30pm.  All ladies are welcome.

Talks:
September 8th  Ged Barlow will talk on Moths & 

Butterflies.

September 22nd PCSO. Ian Blythe will talk about 
his work.

Speakers for further meetings are to be arranged.

For more information contact Anne  01782 720097.
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This article was found 
recently by Tom Dunn 
when going through 
some old paperwork at 
his home, it was written 
by his late wife Heather, 
seen pictured left, of her 
thoughts of some of the 
history and events going 
on at the time she wrote 
it in the early 1980s, of 

the village of Alsagers Bank.
Three men can be seen on a sunny morning walking 

through Alsagers Bank.  Known affectionately as “Last of 
the summer Wine”, these retired villagers could tell many 
tales of old times in the village, sometimes called “Old 
Stagers’ Bank because of its reputation for longevity among 
its citizens.

Situated on a southern spur of the Pennine chain, the 
village enjoys a view unrivalled for miles.  To the west the 
fertile plains of Cheshire, bisected by the M6.  The dramatic 
backcloth of the Long Mynd, the Wrekin and Berwyn 
Mountains, often with snow carpeted peaks glistening in 
the morning sun; to the north Jodrell Bank telescope and 
beyond the tower of Liverpool’s Anglican Cathedral.  The 
stark Buxton hills stand to the east and as dusk falls the 
million lights of the Potteries illuminate the night sky.

Why Alsagers Bank?  Legend has it that Mr. Alsager lived 
at the bottom of the hill - too steep for one horse, so he 
loaned extra horses to travellers to pull their heavy loads to 
the top, hence Alsagers Bank (Owgis Bonk to the locals).

Millions of years ago the area was wooded, but the 18th 
century brought the discovery of coal, and the collier, in his 
delf rags (pit clothes) carrying his snappin’ tin and water 
bottle, his metal tipped wooden clogs clanging along the 
cobbled street on his way to the pit.  Hours later, his face 
blackened with coal dust, he returned to his cottage to bathe 
in the tin bath on the hearth while his wife contemplated the 
weekly chores of mending and washing his pit clothes (using 
the old tub, dolly peg and iron monster called a mangle).

Synonymous with coal was the Heathcoates, squires 
of Apedale Hall, local mine owners.  Apedale Hall was 
demolished in 1934 (five years incidentally, before the army 
arrived to requisition it for military purposes in 1939).  News 
took a little while to permeate to the brass hats.

The Heathcote family were “local” benefactors.  Heathcote 
County Primary School, where the thriving Women’s 
Institute (founded 1933) meets, their gift to the village.  
Two cottages opposite the school gates were originally an 
orphanage, also donated by the family.  Built in 1839, the 
school has turned out some notable scholars, among them 
miner’s son, Kenneth Bailey (1909-1963) who proceeded on 
a scholarship to the local Grammar School and Birmingham 
University and became a Don at Trinity College Cambridge.  
His distinguished career in the scientific field was crowned 
by a Fellowship of the Royal Society.

St. John’s Church was also donated by the family, some 
of whom are buried in the churchyard on the hill.  In the 
shelter on the same hillside stands the simple memorial to 
the fallen of the two World wars.

Sir Nigel Gresley, a railway magnate, was related by 
marriage to the Heathcotes - hence the sign of the only 
remaining public house - the Gresley Arms, and Sir Oswald 
Moseley, a grandson of Captain Heathcote spent holidays at 
Apedale Hall.

The area grew rich on ‘black diamonds’, but at a price.  
There is no more poignant chapter in the history of mining 
than Saturday, January 12th 1918, the bleak snowy day 
when an explosion at the Minnie Pit claimed the lives of 
155 men and boys - 44 of them 16 and under, 22 only 14 
and one boy of 13 who was looking forward to collecting 
his first weeks wages that day.

The 30s brought change.  Mines closed, land reverted 
to nature and became a habitat for wild life, a place where 
children played and lovers did their courting to the 
accompaniment of songbirds’ chorus and the perfume of 
wild flowers.

Our three strollers must recall Sunday School treats 
down the Isle of Want and the Watermills, as the area 
was known.  The square chimney of Watermills Colliery 
still stands in the Apedale Valley and three tablets, much 
eroded by time and the elements, on the sides of the 
chimney exhort us to “Be Just and Fear Not”, “Live and let 
Live” and “Regard the End”.

Despite vociferous protests from conservationists, 
British Coal are now opencasting the area.  If they honour 
their promise, some of us may yet live to regard the end - a 
recreation area for all time.  Co-incident with industry was 
the Methodist Chapels now unfortunately demolished. Old 
people’s bungalows occupy the site of one of these - a far 
cry from the old cottages, known locally as “Stir Pudding 
Row’, which once stood adjacent to the chapel.

The spirit of Methodism still lives in the hearts of older 
villagers, who reminisce nostalgically about Sunday School 
Anniversaries Charities - when exiles from far away came 
home to see the children and choirs walk round singing 
old ranting hymns and packed the chapels to admire the 
children in their new clothes on the stage.  One had to be 
there an hour before the service to get a seat.  From pulpits 
zealous men - many of them were miners - preached fiery 
sermons and the children and choirs sang special hymns 
and anthems.

Evacuation in 1939 brought to this stronghold of 
nonconformity, pupils and teachers from a Manchester 
Roman Catholic School.  With characteristic hospitality the 
villagers took these unfortunate victims of circumstance to 
their hearts and friendships were forged which have lasted 
to this day.

Sporting activity revolved around the cricket field where 
there were also tennis courts.  Alas, cricket and tennis are 
no longer played on the field, which is now a play area for 
children but there is still a local football team.  Today’s 
youngsters seek recreation in Newcastle and the Potteries.

The mines have closed, there is no industry and the 
village is a dormitory for commuters, many by car, to 
Newcastle, the Potteries and north to Cheshire.  

The village has a Post Office, newsagents and general 
store.  The bus company owned for more than sixty years 
by a local family has just changed hands.  The moving 
finger writes, and having writ, moves on.......  Heather sadly 
passed away 12 years ago aged 49.

Sadly now the Post Office, Newsagents and General Store 
have all disappeared, but the local public house still thrives.

A Memory



AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAhOO.CO.uk 19FeatUres

Thanks to Alessi.
Hanley Fire Station would like to thank the Alessi 
restaurant of Audley for their support in helping them 
to raise £658 for their 4 alloted annual charities.  The 
curry night was well attended and all thought the 
venue, food and friendliness of the staff was excellent.

Events of this nature once again highlight the 

community spirit of the Parish of Audley.  This money 
will go into our charity holding account and at the end 
of the year all monies raised will be split between the 
Dougie Mac, Donna Louise, Fire Fighters’ Charity and 
Fresh Air.

Hanley Fire Station.

FIT

Unit 7, Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6NR

 07947 566670    Find us on Facebook

PERSONAL 
TRAINING

SPINNING YOGANUTRITIONAL 
ADVICE 

FEEL FIT 
BOOST YOUR CONFIDENCE 
SET A CHALLEGE 
LOOSE WEIGHT 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE
IT DOESN’T MATTER IF YOU’RE A COUCH POTATO OR FITNESS FANATIC.  
IF YOU’RE 9 OR 90, IT’S NEVER TO LATE. WE CAN TAILOR A PROGRAMME 
TO HELP YOU ACHIEVE YOU GOALS. THE BEST TIME TO START IS TODAY. 

CALL KARL NOW TO START MAKING A DIFFERENCE.
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Community Defibrillator site In Audley
Community First Responders.
In early May this year we were able to put in  
place a Community Public Access Defibrillator 
(CPAD) site in Audley, with funds provided by  
the Audley Rotary Club who expressed an  
interest in supporting a community project.

Audley Dental practice kindly allowed their 
premises to be used to site the defibrillator on the 
outside wall of their building and Alan Clarke of 
AC Electrical of Waterhayes gave his time in the 
installation of the device.

CPAD sites are being placed all around the country, 
in an effort to increase the chance of saving lives.  In 
the chain of survival, early defibrillation is key and 
has saved many lives already.  Shopping centres and 
businesses are just some of the places you will see  
these life saving devices.

The site in Audley is registered with the Ambulance 
Service to allow the device to be used and training for 
local shop staff and dental surgery staff will be given in 
the use of the defibrillator.

As well as the CPAD site we are now starting to 
teach a FREE 2 hour Heart Start course in life saving 
skills around the parish.

For further information please contact us on the 
details provided and also follow us on our Facebook 
page for up and coming events, plus training.

The photograph attached shows left to right after 
the installation, Guy Llewellyn first responder, Robert 
Edwards & Jim McCabe Audley Rotary, Dr Parminder 
Sunnar Audley Dentist, Paul Sargent First Responder, 
Sandra Ensor, Sue Gould, Sonia Beech Dental Staff  
and Ken Jones Audley Rotary.

Illegal Vehicle Markings
As if the challenges of running the First Responder 

Service was not hard enough, a further challenge 
was met on the 27th of May this year when the new 
legislation was brought in by the Government which 
meant that the current vehicle markings were made 
illegal.

The deregulation bill was brought in with good 
intention but the section regarding markings was 
a surprise to all response groups.  Luckily with the 
support of our Parish Council, Police & Ambulance 
service we are still able to respond whilst solutions  
are being sought, one of which is to change the  
vehicle signage to meet the requirements.

Recruitment
We are currently looking for motivated individuals 

who would like the chance of joining the responders 
to assist in their life saving work. If you currently 
live within Audley or Kidsgrove areas and can give a 
minimum of 16 hours a month please contact us.

Also support us with local & fundraising events, 
you must be over the age of 18 years, hold a current 
driving licence with no more than 3 points.

For more information please contact us on:
Paul Sargent Co-ordinator on  

01782 723393/07962265868 or  
email nwscfr@gmail.com.

litter!!!  Why on earth dump it here?
We once again highlight the random disregard in the 
disposal of unwanted litter in and around the Audley 
& District Community Centre car park area, by young 
teenagers who visit our village.

Community Centre Chairman, Ron Bourne said: 
“It is a constant battle to try to educate the groups of 
teenagers that gather in and around the seating area 
next to the Community Centre, to either place their 
litter in litter bins provided or to take their litter home.

The seating area was provided by the Realise 
Foundation, through LAP of Audley for the use of 
the general public to rest in, but it is now used by 
youngsters as a gathering place, where panels have 
been removed and damage has been done.  The image 
attached shows only a small part of the litter found. 

Please report to the Police anyone doing damage, 
leaving litter or if you see any misconduct in the area.

Ron Bourne.
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One of the most 
imaginative initiatives 
for celebrating the 
Millennium in the year 
2000 was the creation 
of Millennium Greens 
to provide open green 
spaces in many areas 
of the country.  Audley 
successfully put in a 
bid for its own Green 
and, fifteen years later, 
it seems a good time to 
reflect on its place in 
village life.

First, it is worth going back 
to look how Audley came to have a Millennium Green.  
A community had to show a real desire to develop 
a Green and attract the funding that would make it 
possible.  Groups and individuals in Audley, supported 
by the Parish Council, showed great enthusiasm for 
the project.  They convinced the Countryside Agency 
that they wished to acquire the present 12 acre site, 
previously known as Town Fields, for the benefit of 
the village.  Newcastle  Borough Council was happy 
to transfer ownership of the site to a charitable Trust 
of local people.  Funds, mainly from the lottery, were 
used to landscape and plant the newly formed Green.  
In 2002, the ownership of the land was handed to the 
trustees by the Mayor of Newcastle in a ceremony on 
the Green. 

The area of the new Green could not have been 
more apt.  At its heart is the 12th Century Audley 
Castle mound, or “Motte”.  It is listed as a “scheduled 
monument” by English Heritage.  It is to the credit of 
the Trust that, in a report of 2006, English Heritage 
wrote that “the Castle Hill Motte survives well and is 
a good example of this type of monument” (English 
Heritage Report 2006).  As well as its history, the 
broader site of the Green is a most attractive open 
space with wonderful views in all directions.  All that 
is clear to anyone who walks over the area – and while 
it remains under the Trust it is a protected site.  The 
Trust’s deeds confirm that the trustees should “provide 
and maintain an open space for the benefit of the 
inhabitants ….forever”. 

This gets to the heart of the matter- will the Trust 
be able to continue?  Four people administer the Trust 
and six or seven work to maintain the site.  It is a large 
area which takes a lot of work simply to keep tidy. 
Unless more people become involved in the many 
tasks which need to be undertaken, I fear for the future 
of this protected space.  So far, over the 14 years I have 
been involved in the Green, the trustees and helpers 
have worked hard to maintain the Green in good 
condition.  The wild flower area is beginning to revive 
and many people enjoy the open spaces and the views. 
Some traditional village events like the Medieval 

Society’s weekends have taken place.  The Archaeology 
surveys and digs marked the first work on the Motte  
since the excavation in 1914!  

On the less positive side, we have had to deal with 
various forms of vandalism and thoughtless dog walkers.  
But the small band of people involved with the Trust 
believe in its basic aim: to preserve an attractive open  
space “in perpetuity”. 

However, our numbers are small.  It is our constant 
concern that, if we do not get more support from the 
community soon, then that aim may not be realised.

Anyone interested in supporting the work of the  
Audley Millennium Green Trust can contact me on  
01782 720231 or by email t.lanc@tiscali.co.uk.

Tony Lancaster Chairman AMGT
Go for a walk on the Millennium Green and see  

where these pictures were taken.  Tony Lancaster.

Audley Millennium Green 
Fifteen years on!

64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available

Nails
Eye Treatments

Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning

Tel: 01782 922800

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00

Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

for a limited 
period only

20% off
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Dear Editor. Edgar Darlington’s Youth Club,  
my memories.

The photograph to the right shows myself left 
Dennis Bagguley, with friends David Oldfield and 
Brian Riley on stage at one of the concerts Edgar 
organised at the Chapel Hall.  The concert was held 
sometime during the early sixties, maybe 1963 or 
1964.

I recall during the making of the concert being 
helped with the costumes by Eva Darlington, 
Dorothy Bennett and Edgar’s wife Joan.

All the proceeds from the concert went to help 
with the cost of running the Chapel.  

If I recall correctly to become a member of the 
Youth Club, you also had to attend the Chapel 
services.  I was allowed to attend with my friends 
Robert McEllin, Paul Rhodes, Philip Harding and 
Philip Johnson, as we were all members of the Church 
and also Choir boys.

When attending the Youth Club, sporting activities 
were at the heart of the club, with Badminton and 
Crab Football being two of the main activities.  I recall 
picking up many splinters in my hands after playing 
Crab Football on the wooden flooring.  We also held 
an Inter Club Challenge between different local Youth 
Clubs.

Sunday night after service there was held another 
extra service, it was just for the younger generation 
and was run by Mike Gollins.

After the Sunday service, myself Robert McEllin, 
Stuart Burgess, Philip Tapley, Paul Thorn, and 
Philip Eardley would walk to the White Lion Pub in 
Barthomley, then back to Audley by using the fields 
then under the M6 bridge and along Park Lane to 
home.

In one of the recent magazines Brian Carnes 
submitted a group photograph of the Youth Cub and 
there is only one person in the picture who I have 
never seen since my days at the club, Heather Mason, 
it would be nice to know what ever happened to 

Heather, can you help?  Let the Editor know.
Michael Eardley was also in the photograph and I 

believe he was at the very first meeting of the Youth 
group and also he attended the last meeting, making 
him the longest serving member, (well done Mike).

I agree with the comments made by Brian Carnes 
in his article in an earlier issue of this magazine that 
Edgar Darlington was a beneficial influence on the 
youth group members of the time and that it is now 
sadly missed by the youngsters of today.

I also recall a Mr. Alcock, he was an ex-army 
physical training instructor who came along and gave 
us security training.

Sport and keeping fit were always part of the Youth 
Club activities, mainly for the boys.  The medicine ball 
was part of the equipment we used.  

I recall us boys having it dropped on our stomach, 
when Edgar was not around just to see who was macho 
at the time, something which would now be frowned 
on as health and safety hazard.

My memories of the Youth Club are just wonderful, 
spending time with people who were and still are my 
friends.

Dennis Bagguley Bignall End.

Dear Editor. Love where you live event
Through my work at McDonalds, Chesterton as a 

planet champion, it is my job to organise community 
events, this being my first one, I wondered “what can 
we do”?

It had to be something that was going to make a 
difference.  In the end there was one thing that stood 
out.  It was through being a member of Halmer End 
Methodist Church that I could come to understand the 
great importance of the Minnie Pit Disaster Memorial 
Garden and I realised that it was in need of some 
maintenance.

So on Wednesday March 25th I, along with 
colleagues and a number of local residents and 
members of the Church came together to tidy up all 
the flower beds.  It certainly was a wonderful day with 
the sun shining and what a difference it made.  We 
were all certainly very proud of what we were able to 

achieve, and the feedback from the residents has been 
that of great praise.

Ryan Davies.
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This old house.
Edwin Latham built Birch House, New Road, 

Bignall End in 1913.  Edwin was a mining engineer 
and Audley councillor for many years.  He died during 
the 1939 - 1945 war of natural causes.

Edwin’s son, Robert Latham (1912 to 1995) was 
born a year before the house was built.  Robert had 
a sister, Lizzie Latham who lived in the house with 
Robert whilst they were growing up.  My wife, Beth, 
who was christened Mavis Elizabeth Perkin was good 
friends with Lizzie during their school days.

Robert lived in this house until he went to 
Cambridge and he was well known in Audley village.  
His first appointment after graduating was as Reader in 
History in the University of London at Royal Holloway 

College from 1947 to 1968.  From 1970 he was a Fellow 
of Magdalene college, Cambridge, where he was the 
Samuel Pepys Librarian in charge of the famous Pepys’ 
diaries until 1982.  Robert Latham devoted the greater 
part of 30 years to the study of the diary.  In 1973 he 
was awarded the CBE.  The diary is in eleven volumes.

Samuel Pepys diary is the best 1st hand account 
of London life in the 1660s, describing the Fire of 
London, The Plague and the Dutch War.  As a child he 
knew that Charles the first was beheaded and later in 
his life he greeted Charles 11 when he was restored to 
the throne of England.  In 1665 he was elected a fellow 
of the Royal Society.

Pepys was Secretary of the Navy Board and in 1673 
he left the Navy Board for the Admiralty.  He was also 
a music lover and he employed servants who were 
musicians and they made music with Pepys.  

Robert Latham selected and edited the original 
Pepys’ Diary which is in shorthand and used a system 
of “tachygraphy’ invented by Thomas Shelton 1601-
1605.  Pepys used the shorthand which allowed him to 
keep secret coded thoughts in his diary which he never 
published.

The Shorter Pepys contains about one third of the 
original diary which was also selected and edited by 
Robert Latham and contains maps, plans and family 
trees.  The shorter Pepys was first published in 1985.

Beth and I and our 3 beloved children moved into 
this house in 1963 and we have been very happy here.

Several members of the London based Pepys Society 
have expressed interest in the house where Robert 
Latham grew up.  

I have photographed the house several times for 
members of the Pepys Society.

Ivan Price.

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, SUNBED, 
TANNING, HOLISTIC THERAPY

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

Purity

Dear Editor.
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MEMORIES

Memories
Colouring books where we will find,

Perfect painted pictures,
From years we left behind.

Memories,
Holding special treasures,

Golden moments when we shared, 
Happy times with one another,

With friends and those who really cared.

Memories of smiles from joy and laughter,
Memories of tears that may fall after.

Memories from happy times we shared,
Memories from dear hearts who always cared.

Memories,
Gleaming rays of golden glows,

Through friends and deeds,
Which I suppose,

Are memories recalled from yesterday,
Relived forever with us today.

Hopes and dreams are for the future, 
Drawing ever closer to the past.

Trust must always be forever,
So memories hopes and dreams may last.

MEMORIES.
Peter W. Hodgkins.

Fates of the Wind

Life is presented through seasonal wind,
Sometimes fast and furious.

Often gentle held with charm,
Sometimes kind and curious.

Holding steady when losing track,
Blowing gracefully - to guide us back

Creating charm with beauty, peace of mind, May 
Fates this day hold you most kind.

Peter W Hodgkins

AARDWOlF 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FUllY INsUred
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

A Battle Over Britain

A Buzzard floats aloft on a summer breeze
Then an anxious Crow from a grove of trees

Emerges forth and upward flies
To engage and skirmish in the skies.

Clearly gripped in fighting mood
Protecting its nest and growing brood
And more mobile than its bigger foe

The Crow is brave to have a go.

One false move could be its last
But it cannot rest until danger’s past

Its strategy is soon made clear
Approach from above or from the rear.

Angled attacks from out of view
Like a battle move from World War 2.

Harassed the invader turns away
To hunt elsewhere, feed on come what may.

Derrick Bate.
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE

‘ OuTDOOR
FLOOD LIGHT

FOOTBALL pITCH
ADAM 0778841441

ELAINE 07906781901

MONDAYIndoor Bowls 1.30pm-3.30pmContact Annette 01782 922830

Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
contact Olivia 07531507855

TuESDAY

Soccer L
ions  

12.30pm - 2.30pm  

Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  
Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff WEDNESDAY

Bargain Sale, Coffee 
Morning & Free Internet  fifi 
8.30am until 11.30am

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 8-11yrs 5pm to 6.30pm

Belly Dancing - 7pm to 8pm  
Call Carol on 07811399625

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Forthcoming events
Charity Fund raising evening

Held at
Alessi Indian Restaurant Audley
Monday 7th September 2015

£10 per ticket.
In aid of 

Community Centre Extension Funds
***********

The Centre will be taking part in
audley Goes Pink

Friday 11th to Saturday 19th Sept.
***********

CHrIstMas Market
28th November  2pm until 6pm

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

Caretaker: 
07587 177637
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A newly formed group has introduced the Audley 
Business Community to our village and it’s aimed 
at business and self employed people from in and 
around the Audley parish.

They also welcome new start ups and anyone who 
is considering their own business, for networking 
ideas, sharing and support.

Meetings are held at The Boughey Arms Public 
House on Nantwich Road Audley.

Our Breakfast Meetings are held once each month 
with a start time of 7.30am to 8.30am.

Breakfast, tea & coffee is available for £5.
For more information and dates of meetings to 

be held by the Audley Business Community, please 
contact Jeni Smith on - 07947 455724.

Business venture Comes to The Parish.

2015 Audley Parish Goes Pink
Following last year’s massive success and the amazing amount 
of over £8,700 raised, we are holding another Pink Week from 
the 11th - 19th September when there will again be many 
different events throughout the Parish and some just before or 
just after, helping to raise awareness of Breast Cancer and also 
money for research into this.

There have been changes nationally, in that two charities have 
merged bringing together two already strong and powerful 
researchers and the hope is that combined they will produce 
even better information to understand and combat this disease.

Locally we are also extremely pleased to welcome sponsors 
from last year for their continued support and also new 
sponsors.  We are now supported by businesses and some 
individuals from across the whole of the Parish.  THANK YOU.

Picture attached shows top left Mr. Pink, Peter at last year’s 
count with all the volunteers.

Please watch for the flyers and posters giving information as 
to what is happening, where and when. 

After their sell out shows in November 2014 and 
again in April of this year for their album launch gig, 
The Jake Leg Jug Band will be visiting our theatre in 
Audley to perform on Saturday 12th of December  
this year.

The Jake Leg Jug Band bring you the authentic 
sounds of the 1920s and 30s America -Jazz, Blues, 
Gospel, Ragtime and put their own twist on it.

Songs of murder, betrayal, gambling, liquor  
and redemption.

Signed to one of the UK’s most prestigious Jazz 
labels ‘Lake Records’ they record their albums as  
part of the ‘Vintage Recording Project’ essentially 
recording all live around ribbon microphones, as  
it would have been back in the 1930s.

This will be the final time for two of the members 
of the band who are leaving after 4 years in the band.  

Andy Anderson (banjo, dobro and mandolin) who 
is retiring from live music and Purcy Harmonica 
(Harmonica, saw and percussion).
Tickets are: £10 adults and £5 for children
Details from: 01782 698206 or 07860917660
Email: thejakelegjugband@hotmail.com

Coming soon To Audley Theatre



AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAhOO.CO.uk 27  FeatUres

A Blast From The Past!!
We receive many requests to show photographs from 
the past and here we have one from Neil Prince.

Can any of our readers remember this photograph 
and the year it was taken?

The picture below was taken in London outside 
the Houses of Parliament with our then local MP of 
the that time Mr. Steven Swindler.

I’m sure my gran Mrs. Gladys Hodgkinson, 
was responsible for organising the trip to visit the 
Houses of Parliament.

I’m pretty sure at the time I would have been 
nine or ten years old I’m the one standing left of 
the three boys on the front row.

Steven Swindler was a visitor at my gran’s house 
when he was in the area and often stopped for tea.  
Neil.

PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL
We are a non profit making organisation.
OPEn 
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon / Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 
3pm During term-time

We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for  
2 and 3 year olds.

From september 2015 we are offering 
wraparound for Richard Heathcote Primary.  Also drop 
off and pick up from the school

For more details call kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.

Audley & District Probus Club
We have just elected our Management Team to lead 
us through the next Probus year.  They are President 
Keith Whittle, Vice President Peter Shore, Speaker’s 
Secretary Geoff Pritchard, Treasurer Peter Robertshaw 
and a new post Welfare Officer John Garwood.

The last 12 months have been very successful in 
terms of the quality and variety of speakers that have 
come along to our monthly meetings and we have, 
thanks to our past President and in-coming President, 
enjoyed outings to the Apedale Heritage Centre, the 

National Arboretum and the RAF Museum at Cosford 
----with more to come!

We continue to look for new members and you 
would be most welcome (Ladies and Gentlemen) to 
come along on the third Friday of each month to the 
Butchers Arms where we meet at midday for lunch at 
12.30pm.  

If in the meantime you would like to learn more, 
please do not hesitate to contact me on 01782721894 
or email donald.caton321@btinternet.com     Don 
Caton (Secretary)
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                       Audley PPG 
                                                               

Giving every patient of Audley health centre a voice

                          War on Waste Medicines?
Audley PPG are joining forces with the Health Centre and the Pharmacy to try and reduce 
the amount of money wasted on unwanted medication and to try and educate people 
about the massive amount of drugs that are being wasted when patients don’t question 
what is being prescribed.

                                               Think Safe, Don’t Waste?
• Are you still taking ALL the medicines on your prescriptions?
• Tell your GP if you have stopped taking any of your medication 
• If you don’t take it, don’t tick it?
• Unwanted medicines at home are a risk to everyone?
• Unused medicines can’t be recycled? 

Before ordering your next repeat prescription talk to your GP or Pharmacy and ask them 
to review your current needs

                               Don’t be a hoarder, Don’t over order?
•Every Pill has a Bill
•Unused prescriptions medicines cost the NHS around £300 million 

pounds a year
                  This Money could be spent on

• 11,778  More community Nurses 
• 80.906  More Hip replacements
• 19,799  More drug treatment courses for Breast Cancer
• 300,000 More drug treatment courses for Alzheimer’s 
• 312,195 More Cataract operations 

      Help us win the fight against Medicine Waste 
 Remember that unused Medicine can’t be recycled  
            Always check before re-ordering drugs

Audley Patient Panel Group Fighting Drug wastage  
Our contact details are: Secretary David Hardy - 07765177239

audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or dwh0101@gmail.com
When visiting the Audley Health Centre please help us by completing the Friends & Family test.
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British Citizen Award  
Presented to halmer End Resident

David Hardy of High Street 
Halmer End in July of this 
year was given a British 
Citizen Award for his services 
to the community.

The British Citizen Awards 
were only launched in 
January of 2015 to honour the 
incredible accomplishments 
of individuals in society 
who positively impact their 
community.

BCAs are awarded twice 
annually and recognise 

everyday people whose achievements may otherwise 
get overlooked.

David has devoted the past six years of his life to 
give something back to the doctors of our community 
who helped to change his life during years of illness.

David, a former miner, pottery worker and delivery 
driver, was struggling with the effects of emphysema 
caused by previously being a 30 cigarettes a day man.  
In 2002 his life took an unexpected change when he 
was struck down with severe arthritis, which led him  
to retire from work.

Just two years later in 2004 David’s kidneys started 
to lose proteins and blood and following a biopsy it 
revealed a condition called lupus.  Throughout the 
many medications David was prescribed his body cells 
and tissues were attacked, leading to damaged tissue 
and inflammation, leaving him open to infection.

David was sadly on a downward spiral, struggling 
to cope with the life-threatening diseases, then in 2004 
doctors changed his life.

Everything changed when David’s GP mentioned 
the Expert Patient Programme at our Audley Practice.  
The programme was led by two tutors who also had 
life-long illnesses and was aimed at those struggling to 
cope with the effects of chronic illness.

The first session involved each participant speaking 
about their illness and in subsequent weeks they were 
shown how to come to terms with them.  The course 
was shared by people living with stroke, obesity, 
depression and stomach illnesses.

Once his illness was under control, David decided 
he wanted to give something back to the Health 
Centre and doctors who which had helped him, so his 
association with the Audley Health Centre began as a 
volunteer in the Audley Practice in 2009.

In 2009 The Audley Patient Participation Group was 
formed and David became their secretary.  Since then 
the group has grown and become an asset and huge 
support, not just for the practice but also for all its 
patients.

David also sits on the Locality Patient Congress, as 
a member of the patient led assessment team, which is 
part of the Individual Funding Review Board member 

for the North Staffordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group.  He has also recently been appointed as a 
patient representative on the North Staffordshire 
Clinical Commissioning Board.

David’s duties at our Health Centre have over the 
years been numerous, giving up his spare time in many 
activities associated with health care.

Throughout the flu season David can be seen 
actively supporting the practice during their weekend 
clinics and helping to promote the on-line booking 
system and the Beat The Cold projects. 

David has also helped to run the practice’s annual 
patient surveys, then analysing the results and helped 
put into practice outcomes from the results.

He also spends a lot of his time in promoting the 
Royal College of General Practices campaign to ‘Put 
Patients First’.

David is one of 30 medallists who were honoured 
at a prestigious ceremony on the 9th July 2015, at the 
Palace of Westminster.  All recipients have positively 
impacted society undertaking various activities in 
support of a number of causes.

Each will receive a Medal of Honour, inscribed with 
the words ‘For the Good of the Country’. 

All recipients are also invited to use the initials BCA 
after their name.

Asked about his nomination David said: “ I feel 
really proud to have received a British Medal Award, 
it’s fantastic.  As an active person I found it extremely 
difficult to come to terms with the fact I couldn’t do 
what I wanted to do when I became ill.  I can’t thank 
my GP at the time enough, for suggesting the Expert 
Patient Program, it turned my life around.  Now all I’m 
passionate about is giving back my time to say thank 
you and to help others”.

David was nominated for a BCA by Practice 
Manager at the Audley Health Centre, Julie Stokes.  
Julie said: “ David really is one of the unsung heroes 
for the NHS.  He receives no payment or benefits and 
gives up huge amounts of free time generously and 
without exception.  David has been involved with the 
patient group since inception in 2009 and we hope 
that he long remains a member.  David has brought 
consistency and continuity to the group and proved  to 
be a real leader, motivator and innovator.  He is very 
passionate about patient participation and this shines 
through.

He never says no to anything we ask of him.  He is 
extremely enthusiastic, sensible and level headed and 
always delivers with a smile.  He works tirelessly for 
his community and asks for nothing in return - a truly 
remarkable British citizen”.

The British Citizen Awards recognise individuals 
that positively impact others and highlight the positive 
aspects of multi- cultural communities, workplaces, 
community groups and charities throughout the UK.  
It is accessible to all and serves to celebrate the good 
things that make Britain great.

There is no fee for making a nomination and 
presentations of the award are made in January and 
July of each year. 
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What a fantastic year we are having; 
2015 will be treasured in our 
scrapbooks.

On 2nd June one of our members, 
Hazel Plant, represented us at a 
special 100th birthday party given 
by the Queen at Buckingham Palace.  
Apparently there was a lot of walking 
on a very windy day and a few ladies 
lost their hats because of it.  It was on 
that very windy Tuesday that I lost 
my sheets off the washing line and my 
granddaughter thought it was hilarious that I got them 
wrapped around me so that I couldn’t see where I was 
going.  But what an experience for Hazel, she looked 
lovely in her outfit and didn’t lose her hat.  

Apparently a conversation between our county 
chairperson with Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall 
resulted in her commenting that she had had three 
winners at Ascot and a certain lady had none and was 
not amused.

The WI was formed in 1915 and the first meeting 
was held at the Toll House at Llanfairpwllgwyngyll in 
Anglesey.  Queen Mary had a meeting with Madge 
Watt (a WI member) who was trying to set up the WI 
all over the country.  Queen Mary then became the 
President of the Sandringham WI.  The Queen Mother 
became a member in 1943 and supported the WI until 
she died.  Our current Queen Elizabeth has always 
been a member and the word is that the Duchess of 
Cambridge is going to join when family life has settled 
down.  The photograph top shows the Audley & 
District WI celebrating their first Birthday in 1956.

Which is why I was privileged to be a delegate at 
the AGM at the Royal Albert Hall on 4th June.  The 
Queen was present, together with Princess Anne and 
the Countess of Wessex.  The Queen spoke about 
the 100 years of the WI and how it had changed 
women’s lives.

The WI has been a constant encouragement for 
women learning new skills and taking part in all 
areas of public life.  How important friendship and 
supporting each other is, and was especially during 
the war.  It has to be said we may not have the WI if 
it wasn’t for the suffragettes all those years ago, who 
fought tirelessly, encouraging women to be their own 
person.

It was breathtaking to walk into the grandeur of the 
Royal Albert Hall filled with 6,000 women, to hear 

Jerusalem sang 
with those acoustics, and to be part of 

an organisation that began 100 years ago.
It was very emotional for us all and to have the 

Queen there was the icing on the cake.  Talking about 
cake, all the royals had a cake to take home with them. 
I was very lucky to be sat at the side of the stage and 
afforded an excellent view of all the proceedings.

At lunchtime it was unbelievable to see 6,000 
women leave the Royal Albert Hall and descend onto 
the park with their butties.  There wasn’t a patch of 
grass or a step around the memorial which didn’t have 
a WI member’s posterior on it.  The AGM will be one 
of the highlights of my life and I will never forget it.

On 25th June we had our 60th Birthday Party in 
the Pensioners Hall.  The photo below shows Mavis 
Fryer and Glenis Simpson cutting the cake.  What 
an evening; we had our usual Beech Tree caterers, 
who provided a beautiful meal.  Sheila Moulton, 
Chairperson of SFWI, presented Isobel Cooper 
with her 60 year certificate, and Glenis Simpson, 
our President, with our 60 year certificate.  Guests 
had a little gift as a memento, but our members 
had a diamond (not real!) encrusted key ring 

Audley & District WI Double Celebrations
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to represent 60 years, with Audley & District WI 
engraved on it with the date, a memento we can all 
treasure.

We were then entertained by ‘The Moody Food Ceili 
Band’, who are my daughters-in-laws.  We enjoyed an 
evening of music and dance (and yes, most of us got 
up and danced, no one had any option!).  It was that 
very hot Thursday when the electricity kept going off 
in the village.  But it didn’t deter band caller Sue, she 
kept us dancing even though some of us have two left 
feet and kept going the wrong way.  One lady even 
landed on the lap of one of the musicians.

The highlight of our evening though was at the start 
of the meeting; Sue accompanied us on her violin 
while we sang ‘Jerusalem’.  It was marvellous and 
as emotional as it was at the Royal Albert Hall.  We 
certainly raised the roof on the Pensioner’s Hall.  I 
couldn’t help but remember all the members we have 
lost over the years, especially those who went before 
their time.

Our special birthday cake was donated by our oldest 
founder member, Kath Windsor.  It was gorgeous, 
the president and I can say that it was far nicer than 
the tiny piece I was given at the AGM.  But I cannot 
imagine what it was like providing 6,000 pieces of cake 
at that meeting in London.

On 15th July we will be celebrating our 100 years 
together with ‘Britain in Bloom’, who are celebrating 25 
years.  We will be in the Queen’s Garden, where judges 
will assemble at 1pm together with representatives of 
each WI in the borough.  We will be dressed in outfits 
befitting the style of 100 years ago.

All the WIs have purchased a metal stake with 
their name on it.  We will sing ‘Jerusalem’ in the 
bandstand and we will have homemade wine and 
cake (of course!).  Our WI will be having a tea party 
in the Pensioners Hall on Saturday, 5th September, to 
celebrate our 100th birthday.  We are still sorting out 
the details, so watch this space you might say.

Audley and District WI have been responsible 

for many things over the years.  We 
have lost count of the trees we have 
planted, especially the conifer hedge at 
the doctors that Dr Suxena requested, 
as he didn’t like treating patients while 
looking at the church yard. 

Years ago we used to put on shows. 
I have seen photographs of WI ladies 
dressed as babies on a lorry in the 
Audley Carnival.  The picture to the 
left of this page shows WI ladies at 
their Birthday Party Wild West Show 
at St. James Church Hall in 1982.  

We have also raised a lot of 
money over the years for small local 
charities, and individuals, with our 
Mothers Day Fayres, with one thing 
in common, they were always for 
children.  We used to enter in the 
group category for Betley Show, 
winning many times.  And I will never 
forget Glenis and I making a ‘Thomas 
the Tank Engine’ cake which we 

couldn’t bear to cut.
I have really enjoyed my years in the WI. I have 

made many friends and have only thought of myself as 
Audley WI until this year at the AGM, and I am now 
proud to be a member of the largest women’s group in 
the country.  

Watching ‘Home Fires’, a recent Television drama, 
has shown me what it was like to be in the WI during 
the war and how much we owe those ladies.  

I now know what the ‘jam’ means in ‘Jam and 
Jerusalem’.

Please come and join us, you don’t have to be a cake-
maker or crafty, just come for the friendship and if you 
learn something along the way it will be a bonus.

Here’s wishing our WI continues for many years.

Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for 
more information. 

And don’t forget we are in the Pensioners Hall every 
fourth Thursday in each month.

“ The WI is what you make of it 
The WI is everything you want it to be 
The WI is here to inspire you”
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Audley Parish Bowmen

Audley Parish Bowmen held 
their annual open field archery 
competition on Sunday May 3rd.  
The competition set to NFAS 
(National Field Archery Society) 
rules had a course of 20 of the club’s 
foam targets set out across Leddys 
Field.

Short distance practice targets were set adjacent to 
the Community Centre with kind permission of the 
Millennium Green Committee for archers to check 
their sights before the competition.

Over 70 archers from across the country came to 
the competition at Audley and on the day more than 
2500 arrows were shot in Leddys Field.  As in previous 
years, the competition was open to any certified NFAS 
archer and any class of bow type.

As well as the traditional Longbow there were 
American Flat Bows, Horse Bows, Recurve Bows, 

Compound Bows 
and Crossbows.  The 
competition course was 
planned out in advance 
by the club members and 
offered some challenging 
shots at various distances 
and elevations.

Members of Audley 
Parish Bowmen also spent 
a number of previous 
weekends removing litter 
and rubbish from Leddys 
Field.  “The late April 
cleanup has turned into 
an annual club event and 
around 20 members came 
each Saturday and filled 
bags with bottles, cans, 

chip papers and general rubbish.  The litter collected 
this year included remnants of burnt wheelie bins, lots 
of broken glass and over 100 drink cans.

The fire lighting in the woods at the south end of 
Leddys field has become more prevalent now with the 

warmer weather and 
lighter nights.  The 
worry is that in the dry 
summer conditions a 
fire could easily spread 
into the woods causing 
immense damage to 
the fauna and flora” 
said Rob Moody 
the club chairman.  
“The archery club 
has in recent years 
espoused much of the 
maintenance of the 
area”.  The litter pick 
tidies the area for the 
competition and makes 
the ground safe for all 
visitors to Leddys Field.  
Before the competition 
there was a safety 

briefing at the base of the Motte, the Archers were then 
led out by safety marshals to their allotted starting 
targets in Leddys Field.  After each target was shot 
the groups of archers moved to the next target along 
marked out paths and this was repeated until all the 
targets were shot.

The course of 20 targets were shot in the morning 
and after a break for lunch, shot again in the afternoon.  
The 70 competitors were in the field from shortly after 
10am until 4pm. 

Despite the rain early in the morning, by the time 
the competition started the weather had dried up and 
even gave some welcome sunshine in the afternoon.

The competition proved a great success and helped 
raise valuable funds for the club.

Audley Parish Bowmen use a small part of Leddys 
Field each Saturday from 10am to around 1pm for 
archery practice.  The group meet in the woods at 
the end of Hall Street (past the Library) and welcome 
anyone who would like to try field archery.  

The club provides all the equipment and training.  
For a small £4 fee you can become a Robin Hood  
for the morning.  

For more information please call Mandy on  
01782 721731.

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /

Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JoHn JacKson
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
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Music in Mind
Well 2015 so far has seen the longest 
day or the Summer Solstice if you 
prefer, come and go.  The Battle of 
Waterloo 200yrs, 2nd year of WWI 
100yrs, 2nd World war 75yrs and 
the choir’s own 60th year have been 
celebrated in their own distinct ways 
and all now form part of our memory 
to be recalled by “Now what were we 
doing at the time of those celebrations” 
because that is what memories do, 
causing us to pause awhile and reflect on 
that which has gone on before.  It is those 
memories that are passed down from 
parent to child evoking sadness, pride 
or fondness in equal measure where the 
experience has been appropriate.

The choir’s own history has been 
well documented and we have moved on to what 
the future holds.  Sue Hallam celebrated her first 
concert as Musical Director in her own right with a 
successful debut at St Peters Church Stafford on the 
13th June with a standing ovation for the way the choir 
responded to her interpretation of the programme 
content and not initiated by our own supporters by 
the way, who are a more restrained one might even say 
refined kind of groupie!

This concert was followed by an equally enthusiastic 
response at her first concert on home turf as it were 
at Wolstanton Methodist Church on the 27th June. 
This occasion was certainly enhanced by the addition 
of solo artistes Philip Cartwright and Julie Mellor 
who excelled in their virtuoso performances.  The 
choir were extremely fortunate to have this contact 
with Julie Mellor via her friendship with one of our 
own choristers Greg Walker a soloist in his own right 
with the choir.  Julie is currently over here on holiday 
yet freely gave of her services by way of a “Busman’s 
Holiday” from her normal singing role at the Vienna 
Opera House. 

The audience said that the choir were always 
smiling and looked to be enjoying the singing 
experience!  Well anyone would be smiling when 
faced with the ever changing, charming, cajoling, 
appreciative, occasionally frowning look on Sue’s face 
whenever “ we did good” or not as the case may be.                                                                                         
The Thursday nights are hard work but enjoyable so 
those precious 2hrs in the week speed by in the blink 
of an eye or in the case of Ian Riddle our accompanist, 
the merest twinkle of an ivory key who adds his own 
brand of the late Les Dawson’s keyboard humour as the 
situation befits.  

In the capable hands of Sue the future for the choir 
remains solid and hopefully as the word spreads of her 
involvement with the choir the many now grown up 
male singing children who have passed successfully 
through her waving arms and pleasant charms would 
maybe consider repeating the process in their more 

mature years.  We sincerely hope that they do.
With future concerts in mind the choir is currently 

working hard at new pieces and reworking of more 
familiar songs with a slightly different interpretation 
to reflect the way Sue wishes us to perform.  Some 
members are no longer singing but new members 
have joined and one Clive Birks brings with him the 
bonus of a fine Bass / Baritone solo ability which 
promises well for the ability of the choir to broaden the 
entertainment on offer. 

The choir takes the opportunity to acknowledge the 
passing away of first Tenor Harvey Clarke husband 
of popular guest Soloist Pamela Clarke of these many 
years.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his family at 
this time and with the members of our choir who have 
recently suffered close family bereavement also.

From the day following the longest day the nights 
will gradually and with increasing frequency become 
longer and darker and as our local male population 
begin to drift into the “what shall I do now phase”?

Please look no further for a worthwhile reason to 
brave the elements and leave the comforts of home 
and wife or partners charming but slightly controlling 
embrace.  A chance to enjoy a bit of free fresh air 
and male comradeship with the opportunity of good 
breathing exercise to keep the cold at bay.  

With this in mind as the choir moves through its 
summer learning period please make a note of one or 
two of our events coming up which can be found on 
page 38 of this magazine.

A reminder that the choir’s newly produced CD 
and DvD are now available from any chorister 
or Gordons Hairdressers on Church St Audley.                                                                                                                                          
 The choir meets every Thursday 7.30pm – 9.30pm 
at Audley Methodist Church Hall, New Road Bignall 
End. For all those interested in the choir please ring 
01538361266 contact any chorister, make yourself 
known at one of our concerts or just feel free to visit 
our website at www.admvc.co.uk 

Audley Male voice Choir
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Hi I’m Chris the graphic designer at the Audley 
Community News.  I’m part of the team that helps to 
bring this magazine to you.

I live on Mellard Street in the village with my wife 
Rachel and our two daughters Lily 6 and Orla 2.  I have 
another daughter Neve 10 who comes to stay every other 
weekend.  We both work full-time with Rachel working 
12 hour shifts. It gets pretty busy with swimming lessons, 
dancing, Taekwondo etc… Rachel plays with Audley 
Brass Band, I’m learning to play the guitar and cycle.

Both Rachel and I were very overweight- obese if 
honest and unfit.  We were fed up with being out of 
breath when running about with the kids, clothes  
feeling snug and not been able to buy the clothes we really 
wanted.  We’d both tried dieting in the past and doing the 
odd bit of exercise, but we knew this time we had to make 
a lifestyle change and stick to it, but we were concerned 
how on earth we’d fit this into our already busy lifestyles.

Rachel found a gym that had not long been open, on 
recommendation of her friend, KoreFitness in Silverdale. 
We met with Karl and Ben the joint owners to discuss our 
goals and we set about a personal training plan.

My goal was to complete the Manchester to Blackpool 
charity bike ride and Rachel’s to achieve a 10k run or 
something similar.  It’s been great, they have understood 
our family and work commitments and they have fitted 
in personal training around our schedule.  They have 
numerous classes throughout the day, evening and 
weekend.

We started our lifestyle change on June 7th 2014 and 

it was hard work, the first 12 weeks were the hardest but 
if we’re honest it never really gets any easier as Karl and 
Ben set the bar higher as our fitness level increased.  Each 
session started out with a similar warm up, but the main 
part is always different keeping the sessions interesting 
and not repetitive.  We found ourselves comparing and 
competing against our previous sessions and each other.

The level of encouragement we’ve both received and 
still do is excellent and very much appreciated.  You can 
tell that both Karl and Ben love to see people getting 
closer to their goals, it seems to give them both a senses 
of achievement.  It’s not like the gyms we have used in the 
past.  We feel like they care about your development and 
not just about taking money off you.  They tailor training 
plans for all shapes, sizes and ages, so no one has an 
excuse.

Rachel is still doing personal training as well as circuit 
classes, including the 6:30am class, that’s way too early  
for me to exercise but she loves it.  I mainly take part in 
their spinning classes with the odd circuit.

A big part of the training regime was to look at our 
diets and surprisingly they only changed a few things,  
but those few changes made a massive difference.  Our 
diets are sensible, contain normal food and I’m even 
allowed a bottle of red wine, phew!

Karl and Ben have now separated the gym to 
concentrate on the areas that are closest to them. Karl 
runs KM Fit and offers Personal Training, Yoga, Spinning, 
Nutritional advice and just recently sports physio.  Ben 
runs KoreFitness and continues the circuit training side 
with Personal Training.

Well, so far we’ve collectively lost over 8 stone and 
still have some more to go.  Rachel has completed 
two 5K charity events and is planning to compete in 
Born Survivor in September and I’ve recently done the 
Manchester to Blackpool 60 mile charity bike ride.

The best things about our journey so far, our clothes  
fit better, although we’ve had to replace a lot of them, 
we’ve received lots of compliments and when we run 
around with the kids, we don’t feel the need to have an 
ambulance on standby.  It’s funny, part way through this 
period of getting fit, I was rushing to get to the shop so 
broke in to a sprint.  When I stopped, I realised that  
I wasn’t out of breath. Brilliant!

Thank you for reading. Chris Tunnicliffe.

I need to find another 
excuse not to get fit

A big thank you to everyone who kindly donated.
A special thank you to everyone who took part. In 

the far picture left to right Chris Garner, Mark Smith, 
Karl Muncey, Scuss Skerratt, Vanessa Skerratt, Harry 
Shepherd, Kev Barrs, David Riley, Adrian Tilstone, 
Michael Shepherd, Liz Morray, myself and Ashley Ball.  
Finley and Ethan Dalgarno in the other picture taken 
at the end of the ride.  Thank you to Chris, Liz (and her 
customers of the Co-Operative), Ash, Vanessa and Karl 
for generating the large amount of sponsorship money 
and also to Ernie Moulton for his generous donation.  
A massive thank you to Adrian Tilstone and Hanley 
YMCA for the mini bus that transported the riders and 
a huge thanks to Steve Bowers, Anne Sweeny Lynne 
Muncey and Brian Eardley of S&S Furniture Silverdale 
for transporting the bikes.

If you’d still like to donate, please  
visit www.j.mp/kore60

Thank you for reading. Chris Tunnicliffe.

shining from Manchester to Blackpool
Well we did it, 13 people from KM Fit / Kore Fitness took 
part in the Manchester to Blackpool charity bike ride.  For 
most of the people who took part, the ride was a distance 
they cover with ease.  For me it was more of a challenge.  
My goal now is to make that distance something I can 
cover with ease and organise another ride.  We managed 
to raise £1,121.00 for the charity Shine.
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Flowers, Balloons,  
Cards and Gifts  

for every occasion...

Birthdays,
Anniversaries, 
Christenings,
Weddings and Funerals

There for you.... for all occasions

80a Church Street Audley               Telephone: 01782 721830               Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk

Live, laugh, LOVE...

77th Audley scouts Group
Scouting is not all 
fun as can be seen 
pictured.  It seems 
that the Beavers put 
the rest to shame 
with their annual 
clean-up of the street 
gullies along Wereton 
Road Audley.

Scouting is FUN!!! 
Wood collecting at 
camp and even trying 
knots.

We at the club are 
thriving with both 
the Beavers and 
Cub Scouts having a 
healthy waiting list, we 
can only solve this if 
people come forward 
and volunteer to 
help.  Scouting is not 
only for the younger 
members of the village, but 
those 14-18 years old also.

We are glad to announce that we have got the 
services of three leaders who wish to restart the 
Explorer Unit in the Audley Scout Hall, the district 
have given the go ahead for this to happen.  This will 
start in September 2015.

The Scouts are 
building bivvys and 
seem to have made a 
good start, Bear Grylis 
our chief scout has set 
the standard expected 
of them ‘very high’.

For more information 
about Audley Scouts 
and Beavers call - Chris 
on 01782 723139 or 
email gsl@audleyscouts.
org.uk. 

Busy Mums & Dads - need an extra hand?

15% OFF
your first

order with
this ad

0800 195 8000  www.oscar.co.uk

Sarah and her litter from Barnoldswick

Lottie and Sibling from Barnoldswick

Search for Oscar Pet Foods Newcastle & Crewe
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Our May and June meetings were taken up by special 
events to mark the impending departure of both Peter 
and Kip.  Both evenings involved food and were well 
attended by members and friends and they celebrated 
the ministry and friendship of our Vicar and Curate.  
We will miss them both and our love and prayers go 
with them.  Kip will be with us a little while but we 
took the opportunity to enrol him as a member of 
the MU as he intends to return to work in Kenya in 
the future.  There are many branches in the African 
countries and we hope this will give him a point of 
contact out there.

5th June was Community Day in Audley and Paul 
Sargeant of Audley first Responders came to give a 
demonstration of CPR and to talk about CPR training 
at our regular Friday coffee morning.  We intend to 
take advantage of this offer of training in early autumn.  
He also took blood pressure readings and chatted to 
people about his work.  A cake stall helped to raise 
£168.81 for this invaluable voluntary service.

In July two members went to the Worldwide General 
meeting held in Nottingham this year.  2000 women 
from all over the world were present for a day of 
worship, fellowship and inspiration.  It was incredible!

Future plans include Friday visitors from Dementia 
Friends and involvement with Pink Week.  Please see 
below for dates and also our Autumn programme.  
Please do join us for any meeting, men and women are 
equally welcome.  Or come along any Friday between 
10am and 12 noon for friendship, fun and the chance 
to pick up a bargain!

Programme.
4th September Dementia Friends Mr Alan Hewitt
17th Sept. Mrs Deb Tudor Archdeaconry Leader
18th Sept. Pink Week Coffee morning
15th Oct. Mr David Maidment Railway Children.  

An unmissable talk about children who leave unhappy 
homes and before they reach their destination are 
picked up by unscrupulous adults.  David set up a 
charity to help them.  If you would like to know more 
about MU in general please contact us for a chat.

Contact numbers Dorothy 721576, Annette 721058.

Milestones
Staffordshire has 
over 300 cast iron 
milestones, spaced 
at 1 mile intervals, 
all of a similar 
design.

Some like Audley 
have the bib on the 
back edge giving 
the name of the 
township.  Those 
without the bib 
often give the name 

of the parish.
The milestones were erected in the 

late 1800s on Turnpike roads.  These 
were the roads that you had to pay a 
toll to use and the toll was collected 
at a manned toll house.  The mileage 
on the stones were given to enable 
travellers to check on how much toll 
payment they would have to make at 
the next toll house.

Cast iron finger posts were also 
erected in the same era.  Audley is 
fortunate to have a very good example 
erected at the Diglake junction.  The 
Audley Parish Council has recently 
had our milestones refurbished 
and painted, but on one, a piece of 
the stone is missing.  Can you help 
in finding it? The stone stands on 
Nantwich Road Audley. 

There is also a milestone missing 
from just past the M6 bridge as you go 
towards Crewe.  

Contact the editor or the local 
parish council if you can help.

Mothers union at st James’ Moving On
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 ravens lane Bignall end s-o-t next door but one to the post office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

harp of Gold - Party in the Parish
Huge thanks to everyone that came along to our 
third annual Party in the Parish on 20th June.  
It was our most successful yet and we hope that 
everyone enjoyed it. 

We started the day by meeting some of the 
different organisations we have donated funds to 
from our Community Fund.  All of the groups 
work tirelessly in our Parish and deserve our 
thanks for everything they do.  We have so far 
this year given to the following individuals/
groups.
Steve Harp - £2000
Audley and Kidsgrove First Responders - 
£1000.00
Jean Stevenson - £100
Audley Community News - £100
Audley Football Club under 15s - £100
Audley Youth Drop in - £129.99
St James Prampushers - £100
Cardiac Risk in the Young - £100
I’m sure you will agree that these are all very 
worthwhile causes and we hope that our donations 
help with their important work.

Back to our day and there was lots going on.  We 
had Football, Live Music and 6 Towns Radio, Games, 
BBQ, Stalls and lots of fun activities for all.  Despite 
the often temperamental weather there was a great 
turn out from the village and surrounding areas.

For anyone who missed the football, Sir Thomas 
Boughey Oldies were victorious again over rivals NVS, 
thank you to everyone who turned out to play what 
was a very competitive game!!  Steve came along and 
presented the medals to the teams and it was lovely to 
see him and his family enjoy the day.

We chose this year to support local young talent 
in our live music performances and they certainly 
didn’t disappoint, Porthill Scouts Drum Corps 
started the afternoon’s entertainment with a real 
bang and it continued with Ravensmead Choir, 
Treatment, Wakestone, Narn, Sir Thomas Boughey and 
Ravensmead Dancers and finally Coloured Movement 
Dance.  All this ran seamlessly with the help of 6 

Towns Radio, who supported us for the 
third year and are a key part of our team.

We are also lucky to have a lot of support from local 
schools, businesses who sponsor events and donate to 
our day, we are incredibly grateful for all their help.

The day really couldn’t happen if it wasn’t for our 
team of loyal volunteers who turn up rain or shine 
to help us set up, man stalls and tidy away again 
afterwards.  We genuinely cannot thank you enough 
for your kindness and hard work.

Finally the Harp of Gold Team would like to thank 
Audley Football Club for allowing us the use of 
the grounds and clubhouse not just for the day but 
the week leading up to it.  We cause chaos and the 
generosity of the club is always appreciated.

The picture attached shows members of the 
voluntary group and representatives of the groups  
who received awards on the day of the event.

dan Matthews
Garden services

lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying, 
fence/shed painting,

 pressure washing and general 
maintenance. 

 all jobs considered. regular/one off 
work undertaken.

Fully insured.  Competitive rates.

Call/text 07933013206 to arrange a 
free quote
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Audley Male Voice Choir Calandar 2015
Sept 19th -  Vocal Workshop as part of the Penkhull 
Festival

Oct 2nd - Concert at Standon Parish Church.

Oct 10th - Vocal Workshop with top coach Ghislaine 
Morgan and the UH Ladies Choir at Penkhull Village 
Hall.

Oct 18th - Concert with Fairey Championship Band at 
the Victoria Hall Hanley.

Dec 5th - Concert with the Hospital Ladies Choir at St 
Mary’s Church Alsager.

Dec 12th - Concert at St. James’ Church Audley.

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Plants & Seasonal Bedding plants
Baskets & Shrubs

Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

Operation Christmas Child - Filling Shoebox event.
Church Hall 26/09/2015    10am to 12noon

In 2014, Audley village sent 601 shoeboxes filled with 
love to kids overseas who have so little.  
We again will have a filling box event as above.  If you 
would like to donate one or more items in preparation 
for this, please drop them at St James’ Church Hall 
(opening times vary) or at the Church on a Sunday.  
“This year can we beat the 601 boxes sent in 2014”
Remember the date and why not come to join us?

Gift suggestions are: For ages 2-4yrs, 5-9yrs, 10-14yrs
Toys: Soft toy, finger puppets, jigsaw, building blocks, 
small musical instruments, cars, trucks, dolls, etc.
Educational Toys: Felt pens, crayons, pencils, pencil 
sharpener, eraser, colouring book, notepad, picture 
or puzzle book, chalk, stickers etc.  Hygienic items: 
toothbrush, toothpaste, hair brush, combs, hairclips, 
bar of soap, flannel.  Sport items: Tennis ball, yo-yo, 
skipping rope, baseball hat, wrist bands.

Other items: Sweets (sell by date to be at least March 
2016), gloves, scarf, sunglasses, hat, bangles, necklaces,
etc.  All gifts should be new.

Christmas starts here Saturday 28 November Hoe 
Down 7.30pm.  Watch out for details.

Publish Your Events Here!!
If you are a local volunteer group and wish to promote 
an event in the parish please contact the editor, his 
contact details can be found on page 3.

Shanti & Jai Yoga
Yoga classes

Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Mixed ability

Pregnancy Yoga 
Mum and Baby Yoga 
Child friendly classes

Children’s yoga  
Calendar for meetings

  Monday:  Silverdale Athletics Community Centre
  Tuesday:  Richard Heathcote School Alsagers bank
  Wednesday:  Silverdale ACC & Keele University
  Thursday:  Stoke & Gordon Banks Fitness Centre
  Friday:  Keele University & Gordon Banks Fitness Centre
              We are also available for Schools and clubs. 

For times at each event Contact: Deb on 07515103411
mumauden@aol.com 

www.shantiandjaiyoga.com   
1-1’s,  meditation and yoga philosophy also available.
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

WIllIAm rIlEy & sOns lTd.

sEEdsmEn - IrOnmOnGErs - HArdWArE - 
AGrICulTurAl & HOrTICulTurAl mErCHAnTs

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. saturday 9am to 12.30.

Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

the regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

at competitive prices. 
tel 0798 956 7227

email: axelmayer@btinternet.com 
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk



MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. also 24hr recovery service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

BEsT vAluE lOCAlly.

dAIly pApErs - mAGAzInEs - sWEETs - 
CHOCOlATE - HOusEHOld nEEds

21 rAvEns lAnE, BIGnAll End.   TElEpHOnE 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a dvd for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
need to send a fax or have  
something laminated?  
We are agents for DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARk ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

HORSLEYS

•	DIY GOODS &  
fREE DIY aDvICE

•	pET fOOD
•	fOOD RE-CYClE 
•	baGS NOW avaIlablE

At	Horsleys,	you’ll	find	just	about	everything	
you	could	possibly	need	all	under	one	roof.		
paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even horse feed 
- the list goes on and on.  Basically everything apart from a 

kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.

Horticultural	&	Domestic	Hardware

fREE lOCal DElIvERY

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507

we have in stock all your gardening needs
seeds, Bulbs, and Bedding Plants available
Why not visit our store we are happy to give advice for your 

gardening needs for Free!


