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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

The Swan Inn

++

Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

Tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’
Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’
£2.30 per pint 5pm-8pm.
REAL ALES

EVERY OTHER
SATURDAY
NIGHT

Draught & Cask Beers

01782 720622

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley Scouts & Beavers Having Fun
Audley Scout Group has had a great start to 2017,
with each section enjoying a fun filled activity
programme.
The Beavers have excelled in their creative gifts
and made a beautiful Mothers Day meal.
They have also been out and about in the
community, helping to keep Audley clean and tidy.
The Cubs have been learning a lot about
disabilities and how they affect people in different
ways, including how to find alternative ways to do
tasks.
They too, made lovely Mothers Day gifts and
cooked an excellent meal.
The Scouts have volunteered at Silverdale
community park, helping to fell trees and create
wildlife habitats.
They also attended a survival skills weekend at
Kibblestone Scout Camp where they learnt bush
craft skills like making twine from nettles, and
making fire using flint and steel and then using
bow drills.
As part of Red Nose Day, each Scout patrol
made a cake decorating it with Maltesers and thus
raised £15 for the charity. Dave Tunstall.
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Bignall End Cricket Club Support Biker’s Rally

The venue was Bignall End Cricket Club, the month
was February 2017 and for a change the weather was
kind to the annual charity fundraising event held by
the Dangermouse Bikers, who have often been called
‘The Frozen Nuts’ due to the inclement weather they
normally experience when their event is normally
held.
Dangermouse Bikers are a group of motor cycle
enthusiasts from all parts of the county who hold a
number of Bikers Conventions each year to help raise
funds for good causes. Part of the event includes
camping out in all kinds of weather, having plenty to
eat and drink and just having a good time.
The event is open to all visitors and also brings
together other bikers from all corners of the country to
enjoy the fun packed weekend, where raffles are held
and donations given with the opportunity to view and
chat about the bikes on display.
ANDREW FODEN

Purity

Garden Services
Z

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS

Regular Garden Maintenance

Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.

One Off Tidy Ups
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted
Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

Bignall End Cricket Club has been the venue each
February for sometime now where they allow the
visitors to pitch their tents and use the club’s facilities
over the weekend period. Once again this year’s
nominated charity by Dangermouse was Air
Ambulance which is a self funding organisation that
provides the people of our country with an Air Rescue
Service 365 days a year in emergencies.
Throughout its operations Air Ambulance Service
has saved countless lives when people have been
injured and in need of their helicopters to transport
them to hospitals for treatment.
Air Ambulance is such an important part of all our
rescue services and we should never forget they are self
funding and that they need you to make donations to
help keep the helicopters in the air whenever they are
needed.
In the presentation photograph it shows left to right:
Pete Maskery, Bignall End CC Chairman, Alison Potts
representing Air Ambulance, Terry Gerrard,
Dangermouse Chairman and Chris Holland
representing the Wedgewood Cricket Club.
Pete Maskery is seen presenting a cheque for £250
donated by Bignall End Cricket Club. Also Terry
Gerrard is seen presenting a cheque for £1000, part of
which was a donation from Wedgewood Cricket Club,
to Alison Potts of Air Ambulance.
Congratulations to all who took part.
We now look forward to 2018. It will be worth
giving us a visit.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

Audley Health Centre will be inviting eligible women
to attend their Breast Screening between May and July
2017.
The North Staffordshire Breast Screening Service
invites all women aged 50 - 70 years for breast
screening once every three years.
Breast Screening is currently participating in an age
extension trial, which means that half the women aged
between 47-49 and 70-73 will also receive an invitation
to attend breast screening.
Any woman aged between 47-49 and 70-73 who has
not been randomly selected can contact the service to
request a screening appointment.
Women over the age of 70 are also entitled to receive
breast screening every three years on request.
The aim of breast screening is to detect breast cancer at
an earlier stage, often before the woman is aware of any
problem. Early detection may mean simpler and more
successful treatment.
Scientific evidence shows that regular breast
screening, between the ages of 50 - 70 years, reduces
the death rate from breast cancer.”

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

The Screening team can be contacted on 0300 123
1463 to make an appointment or change an
appointment.
For more information or to change an appointment
online, visit www.bscreen.org.uk/northstaffordshire
Jessica Mulroy Johnson
Health Improvement Practitioner

Carpets at warehouse prices
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years
80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y
100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
Present this advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
Mon, tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10.30

- 5.30. Thurs 10.30 - 4. Open Sunday 10.30 - 2
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Audley & District
Wi News 2017

We have had a brilliant start to 2017.
In January Sue Moffat came to talk about a play she
had written about the holocaust, which she has been
very involved with. A very informative and
enlightening meeting.
Sue stood for council last year and I personally think
she would be a great asset to our village.
In February Tom Evans came to talk about ‘Dementia
Friends’. We presented him with 18 twiddle blankets.
This is close to my heart as I have cared for dementia
patients. Tom is in charge of Dementia Friends at
three hospitals so still needs more blankets.
He gave a very good explanation about the best way
to live with somebody who has dementia. But it was
uplifting and positive rather then depressing.
I had a really good laugh in March when Julie
Hargreaves came to talk about ‘The Long Arm of the
Paw’. Julie is a police dog handler and she brought her
two dogs.
First was Emma, a Labrador who can sniff out drugs.
We witnessed her finding drugs in the room (not real
drugs by the way!). Then Julie brought in Razor, who
will be retiring with her in the near future.
He is a very big black and brown German Shepherd.
A gorgeous dog but not one you would like to get on
the wrong side of, as he had been trained to attack as
well as search. Julie asked for volunteers to stand in a
group and talk while Razor walked between them.
Julie then left the room, instructing the ladies to shout
and argue, especially at Julie. Well, you have never
heard a dog bark so loud and behave so viciously. He
would have gone for the ladies had he not been on a
long chain. Like a sheep dog he herded the ladies into
the kitchen and it was a race really to see who could
get in first. Nobody was going to argue!
It was funny really, as Razor left the room the ladies
came out, but you could see he was checking that they
were behaving. I wouldn’t like to think he was coming
after me. It is sad to think that they have to raise funds
to look after these dogs in their retirement after the
work they have done.
In March we also attended our Group Meeting in
Betley, where Henry VIII visited us. He was a big,
powerful character with a booming voice that made us
shake almost as much as Razor had.
You could have actually believed he was Henry VIII.
We had to stand and curtsey, with a threat of being
beheaded if we didn’t behave. He talked about his life,
then asked for questions, but you had to be very brave
to ask him one. He was a very good, entertaining
actor.
We are looking forward to an outing, with a guided
tour, to Trentham Gardens in May.
On a recent visit we saw that the pair of beautiful

black swans are still in residence and were showing
signs of what we hoped was nest building. It would be
great if they did breed at Trentham and had cygnets.
In July Kath Reynolds returns with ‘Watching with
Mother’, which I loved as a child. I think the
Flowerpot Men were my favourite.
We have Kate Wain in August with ‘Wedding
Dresses from 1840-2000.
If you fancy paying us a visit, come to the Pensioners
Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7pm for
7.15pm.
Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for more
information.

Wasps

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk


Jojo’s
Dog grooming with
the very best of care.
Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road
Halmerend
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8BH

Tel: 01782 721 735
Mob: 07900 601 160
Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Dawn & Sandra’s

DRY OCTOBER FUNDRAISER
Dawn Dobson and her friend Sandra Ginnis were
sitting in the Plough Inn Bignall End, just having a
casual drink and a natter, as you do, and Sandra
mentioned that she had done a sponsored Dry
October in 2015 to help raise funds to provide Bignall
End with its own Defibrillator and she felt that she
would loved to do another fundraiser to provide one
for another part of the parish.
Sandra said that she didn’t think it was fair that the
local people should be giving to her again so soon, so
we decided that I would do it with Sandra’s support.
So on the 1st October 2016 it all began.
Dawn with the support of Sandra, decided they would
do a Sponsored Dry October 2016.
From there it escalated, they decided to get in touch
with First Responder Paul Sargent to find out how
much Defibrillators cost and where the money raised
could be deposited to ensure it was used in the correct
manner and that everyone who gave would know that
it was going straight to the cause.
Paul contacted Stephen Thornber of Medanaid who
agreed that all monies could be passed on to Medanaid
for the purchase of the equipment and ensure the
continued upkeep of the equipment.
It was also agreed to have an online giving page with
Just Giving.
So it began, they had gone from raising a few
hundred pounds via a Sponsored Dry October to
agreeing to raise £3500 for not just one but two

community access defibrillators for the Parish of
Audley.
As Audley and Bignall End already had one each, we
decided to aim to supply one for the villages of Halmer
End and Wood Lane.
Halmer End now has one which is in place on the
Riley’s Hardware / Post office building in the High
Street after the kind decision of the Riley family to
allow it to be installed.
Wood Lane now has one installed on its Community
Centre building.
Throughout their fundraising they have received many,
many, donations of items to sell, monetary donations
and offers of help.
As of printing to date they have received well over
£4500 and we are expecting more to arrive.
They were still raising funds until the online Just
Giving page came to a close at the end of April 2017.
Due to the large amount they will have raised it has
been decided to go ahead and purchase a third unit
and the decision where to place it will soon be made,
after discussionis with the local people and Paul
Sargent from Audley & Kidsgrove First Responders.
They wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who has helped in any way whatsoever, those who
gave, those who bought, those who shared, those who
advertised.
The picture above was taken outside Riley’s Hardware
Store in Halmer End after the Defibrillator unit had
been installed and shows left to right, Ian Riley, Paul
Sargent First Responder, Dawn Dobson, Sandra Ginnis
fundraisers and Andrew Riley.
These life saving devices are so important to have
within our Parish and demonstrations of how to use
them can be provided by our First Responder teams.
But without people like Dawn and Sandra who gave
their time in fundraising, sadly it would never have
happened.
Congratulations to both Dawn and Sandra for doing
such a sterling job.
Editor.
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A Happy Coincidence

The Life Story of Ruby, DGH 606
Ruby seen below with new owner Barry

– the engine block was in Coventry for a re-bore, the
cylinder head in Ludlow for skimming, and I had
taken the wheels to Bawtry for new tapes, tubes and
tyres !
She was finally re-assembled and we collected her
from Bryan’s early in May – with strict instructions
regarding ‘running-in’ – no going above 30, no
labouring, but no over-revving !
So if you see Ruby out on the road, be patient, she’s
‘running in’ (not a term you hear of nowadays), and
she has just been 80 !
But before then .......
DGH 606 was first registered on 1st October 1936, and
was a 1937 model year Austin 7 Ruby de luxe with
sliding sun-roof, leather upholstery, inflatable seat
cushions and, to quote the Austin brochure of the day,
a ‘remote-controlled rear window blind’.

You know how it is with Boy’s Toys.
I had briefly owned an Austin 7 when I was 17 but
had never got to drive it on the road. My interest had
been re-awakened a couple of years ago by seeing John
Craven on Countryfile being driven around the Elan
Valley in a Chummy, and then later by a lovely Ruby
parked in the square in Helmsley.
When I accepted that I was not actually going to buy
a drop-top Mercedes, I thought I could look for a
classic ‘summer car’ instead. Initial efforts through the
internet proved fruitless as every vehicle had been sold
months (if not years) before, but never removed from
the website.
I then found a local (ish) branch of the Pre-war
Austin Seven Club (Staffordshire & Shropshire), spoke
to the Branch chairman, joined the Club and went to
their January meeting in the hope that this may lead
me to a 7 for sale and available. Little did I think.......

It was first registered to Harry Nash, a dealer, or to be
more precise ‘Contracting Agent Motorcycles & Cars’,
of King St, Hammersmith.
On 7th October the car was bought by Sydney Arthur
Shoesmith, pictured below in Ruby, of Manor Grove,
Richmond, Surrey as a present to himself when he
retired early from the bank.
Sydney kept the car until 1958, by which time he
was 74 and the car had covered 28,000 miles. On the
day Sydney bought his car, he also bought an identical
Ruby, DLN 623 for his son, Sydney T Shoesmith of
Stanwell, Middlesex, but this seems to have
disappeared from the records.

Imagine my surprise when about ten days later the
chairman, John, rang me to say that he had been
browsing through the internet and had been amazed
to see his old Ruby for sale !
This was fate. I didn’t really have a choice, did I ?
John kindly agreed to accompany me to Hitchin to
view the car and with a bit of negotiating the deal was
done and I was the new owner of a truly ‘original’
Ruby complete with Tool-roll and tools, radiator muff,
original log-books from 1936 to 1962, MOTs from
1971, original Handbook and Parts List, and even the
1936 Austin Saloon Car Brochure.
Another Club member, Bryan Downes, offered to
‘look at’ the engine for me. Unfortunately, the car had
stood for a while and the engine had suffered some
water damage so this eventually involved a total
re-build !
At one point, Ruby was scattered around the country

On 28th June 1958, Ruby was passed on to a friend of
Sydney’s, George Henry Pitchers of Shepperton,
Middlesex. George was not much younger than
Sydney and so as the years went by the car was used
less and less and in October 1969 he decided to sell it.
Ruby was then bought by John Debens, at that time
living near Guildford, who refurbished it and put it
back on the road in 1971, just before he moved to
North Staffordshire.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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John used it regularly, though not as his main
transport since that was an Austin 7 Pearl. The MOT
certificate issued in Surrey in July 1971 shows the
mileage as 77,764.
In 1972 John took the car to the fifty-year Austin 7
celebration rally at Beaulieu, where it won the Ruby
Cup and was hailed as ‘the most original Ruby around’.
John had written to the original owner to invite him
to the show. Sydney was by now 88 and a bit frail but
his son drove him to Beaulieu where he was ‘thrilled to
bits’ to be re-united with his old car.
The re-union made the Southampton Echo which
published pictures of the car with its two owners.
During that year Ruby toured the country and, in
addition to Beaulieu, won prizes in the main Austin 7
rallies at Woolaton (Notts), Longbridge (Birmingham),
Longleat (Wilts), Hawkhurst (Kent), Littlewick
(Oxon), and the London Austin 7 Owners Club.
She was also chosen as the example of her type, to
take part in a special parade of each A7 model, and
driven from Birmingham City Centre to Longbridge,
to mark the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of the A7 in
1972.
John took the car back to Beaulieu the following
year and entered it into the ‘Showroom Class’ for all
models where it was ‘Highly Commended’. Ruby
returned to Beaulieu in 1981 and again triumphed,
winning the Ruby Cup.
John kept the car until October 1992 when it was

put into ADT Auctions at Belle Vue where it made a
hammer price of £8,600, meaning a total cost to the
buyer with premium and VAT of £9,105. Mileage was
at this time shown as 92,000.

St James’ Church Audley

we shared our walk of witness and outside service with
our friends from the Methodist Church, and I think
we were blessed with more people than ever before.
Good Friday evening we joined with Talke Church
for a period of reflection.
Easter day was a glorious celebration of Christ’s
resurrection shared by our usual congregation, but
joined by several who joined us for the first time or
came after a period of absence.
It was great to see everyone joining in that most
glorious of celebrations.
We are enjoying a great time at St James’ and we
extend a welcome to anyone not presently worshipping
at a church to join us for one of our services on
Sunday.
Brian Dodd - Jon Courthold Wardens.

It is now some six months since Simon and Nikki and
their family joined us from Cambridge, and it is
pleasing to report that they have settled in very well to
village life, and are becoming well known faces in the
village.
Of course Simon now has responsibility for not only
the Parish Church of Audley, but also those of Talke
and Alsagers Bank. Trying to juggle his time whilst
ensuring full pastoral care takes careful planning, and
help from all three parishes, but many things are now
falling into place.
As I write this it is good to report that we held
several events over the past few months, culminating
in a wonderful celebration of Eastertide.
We started in January with a series of meetings
entitled Big Questions. These were aimed at families
who were contemplating baptism, or couples preparing
for marriage. The attendance was excellent, and as the
titled suggested we encouraged those attending to
consider some of the big questions that bible teaching
poses. The feedback has been good, and we are now
considering the follow up to take place later in the
year.
We followed this with our Lent Course on
evangelism, and again were blessed with good
attendance.
This led us into our Easter celebration. Maundy
Thursday was the conclusion of the Lent Course and
supper with Communion, in remembrance of Christ’s
Last Supper with His disciples. Good Friday morning

Ruby now passed to her fourth custodian, George
Oliver, a chartered surveyor of Letchworth, Herts.
George was 83 at the time and his wife had recently
died. He bought the car as a reminder of her since
they had owned one in their early life together. George
was a member of the Austin 7 Owners Club and took it
to a number of local shows, in particular the VCC
Rallies at Ashwell Show in Hertfordshire in 1993, 1995
and 1999, but it did not do a great mileage and as
George grew older it sat in the garage for some time
until he passed away at the age of 98.
In 2008 a relative of George contacted a local
collector of interesting cars because they needed to
move the car on to free the garage space.
DGH 606 thus came into the possession of Mike
Bradley Russell, who collected the car from
Letchworth and drove it to his accountancy offices in
Hitchin where it sat in the reception area for the next 8
years, doing only about 150 miles during that period.
When Mike retired, he decided to down size his house
and so put his collection up for sale, including Ruby.
And so Ruby was to return to North Staffordshire.
Barry McGuire.

10

features

Audley Community News

7th Medieval Fair
This year our 7th Medieval and Community Fair
was attended by a lot more people than in
previous years, the weather being a big factor in
this.
New for 2017 were the Tarot Reader, Alchemists,
Coin Strike, ‘Back In The Day’ and ‘Lakeside
Donkeys’. The donkeys proved to be a great
attraction with big and little children alike. The
Play Bus helped to keep the young children
amused, and also the two Viking groups of
‘Northland Mercenaries’ and ‘Bloodaxe Vikings’
provided entertainment in the arena.
Paul Sargent stepped in when one of our arena
demonstrators became ill. He and his team
demonstrated various techniques of heart start and
first aid.
On Saturday, the Mayor of Newcastle put up a brave
fight but eventually surrendered and was kidnapped by
the marauding Vikings.
The Normans were part of the Vikings who settled
in Northern France in the 9c, this being part of the
very early medieval period which covers up to 1485
with the Battle of Bosworth.
Harold Godwinson fought 2 major battles in the
year 1066, Harold defeated an invading Viking army at
Stamford Bridge and was defeated at the battle of
Hastings by William the Conqueror. The Normans
were descended from Vikings who were invited to
settle in the coastal regions of France by the Frankish
king Rollo. In England some historians consider that
the medieval period begins after the battle of Hastings
in 1066 with the Norman Conquest. However, most
historians maintain that early medieval history
coincides with the age of Charlemagne, King of the
Franks and the middle Saxon period which saw a
second expansion of the Viking Scandinavian
northern European group of kingdoms.
Our resident Surgeon Owain Leech and the King’s
executioner were also in attendance along with Circus
in a Box, with Eve also generously stilt walking for us.
Sunday, saw ‘Wings and Things’ joining us, with
their array of birds, snakes, hedgehogs etc.
Inside there was the usual array of stalls, including,
cakes, jewellery, toys, fairy doors, cosmetics,
refreshments, etc.
Dr Joy attended with his brass rubbings and a full
size replica of Sir Thomas of Audley.
Audley History Society gave people helpful
information and also handed out some of their books
free. The R.S.P.B talked to people and helped them to
understand a bit more about our endangered wildlife;
they advised if we don’t do something now, hedgehogs
may be extinct in about 10 years as their habitat is
under threat.

All in all this year was a wonderful success, we are very
pleased to put a free event on for the village and
surrounding areas, and hope to continue doing this in
years to come (funds permitting).
The event is for the people of Audley, and the
surrounding areas, and, as long as we can put the event
on, we will endeavour to keep it FREE for everyone to
attend and have a day or two out.
Many thanks must go to the following who have
helped to make this FREE event possible ~ The Police,
for providing their presence over the weekend (vans,
cones etc.) and marshalling the parade, Audley Rotary
for help in marshalling the parade, Audley and District
Community Centre for generously donating the use of
the premises to us over the weekend free of charge.
The Millennium Green Trust, for allowing us to use
the historical castle site over the weekend free of
charge, Audley Parish Council for grants and free use
of the playing field car parks. Audley Community
News for the coverage they give us each year.
Ravensmead School for the free use of their Car
Park. The local scouts, who yet again headed the
parade and made a wonderful dragon. Children of
Audley Residents Association for the loan of their
equipment. All the local hostelries who have allowed
us to hold our meetings there and partake of their
hospitality while getting stressed out. Tim Madew, for
yet again doing an excellent job with the layout and
editing of our programmes and flyers. All our
volunteers, who generously gave up their time to help
us on the day, whether it was in the kitchen, car parks,
raffle or programme selling. Everyone is really
appreciated.
And finally ‘Two Doors Studio’ from Alsager for the
kind sponsorship of the event.
Please don’t be offended if I have missed anyone out,
I apologise in advance on behalf of Parish of Audley
Medieval Society.
Photograph kindly supplied by Duncan Richards. of
Shraley Brook Media
Sandra Ginnis.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Audley Theatre News 2017
We are coming to the end of our 2016/17 season at our
theatre. At the time of writing, the final rehearsals for
our May production, ‘Day of Reckoning’ are
underway.
The cast have had a great time during rehearsals,
and have enjoyed the humour and challenges that this
play has posed, acting out controversial issues and
themes. We await feedback from our audiences and
from the National Operatic and Drama Association.
The youth section is also rehearsing for their play
‘Our Day Out,’ by Willy Russell. This is a favourite of
most theatre goers and one we have staged in the past.
It is on Thursday 29th and Friday 30th June.
Remember to order your tickets early as it is sure to
sell out.
After our successful pantomime, our producers
always get together to decide which members of our
youth section will be given our in-house award. This is
for the most outstanding contribution to the theatre
for this season.
This year it was
awarded to Megan
Jones and Alisha
Gilmour pictured
receiving the
awards.
Megan played the
part of the mermaid
in the panto while
Alisha was one of
the elves.
Throughout the
season they have
both shown
dedication and have
supported newer
members. Well
done to them both.
To start our next season, the play we have chosen is
a follow on production of a play we did last season.

features

11

We hope to stage ‘The Farndale Avenue Housing
Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society’s
Production of a Christmas Carol’ at the end of
October.
Those of you who saw the first Farndale play that we
did, will know that you are in for a hilarious evening of
comedy and laughter.
Already the cast are really excited and hope to begin
rehearsals shortly. Plans are also in place for next
year’s pantomime, so watch this space. Don’t forget
you can get up to date information on our website or
our Facebook page.
I am also pleased to say that we have 3 new
members who have joined us and we hope they will
enjoy their time with us.
If anyone else is interested then pop in for a coffee at
the theatre on a Saturday morning and pick up an
application form.
For tickets and any further information please ring
the box office on 01782 720708.
Yvonne Johnson.

AUDLEY & CHESTERTON

2017 COUNTY ELECTION RESULTS
BARLOW Mark Harry UKIP 365
BEECH Ann Elizabeth LAB 1245
COOPER David John CON 873
WILKES Ian Frank LIB DEM 748
Ann Elizabeth Beech Elected.
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BEREAVEMENTS & tributes

Michael Boughey
My father Michael Boughey was
born in 1944 to parents Millicent
and Norman.
He attended school in
Newcastle, finishing his
education at the Orme boys
school where he made some
lifelong friends.
He has had many chapters in
his life including being a father to
his 7 children, myself James,
Paul, Carl, Philip, Enzo,
Francesca and Nicki.
Dad was a loving grandfather
to his 9 grandchildren, a much
loved father in law to Kerry &
Debbie.
He had many careers over the
years from being a salesman, a driving instructor and
an HGV driver.
But probably his favourite career was being an actor,
mainly as an extra on the television shows Coronation
Street, Emmerdale and Shameless to name just a few.
He was the life and soul of any party with his energy
and quick wit. As soon as the sixties music was
playing he was up dancing and jiving with the best of
them.
He was a passionate follower of boxing and he was
an MC for local bouts over many years.
In Audley village where he lived, most people knew
him which became more apparent from all the kind
words shared on Facebook.
He always had time for a chat with anyone and
everyone as my daughters would often comment ‘I
think grandad knows everyone in Audley’.
Nine years ago he was diagnosed with throat cancer
which he came through and gave him the opportunity
to promote and help others through his work as a
volunteer for the National Health Service cancer
awareness initiative.
Unfortunately the recurrence of the cancer affected
his speech and for somebody like dad who liked to talk
so much this was a massive sacrifice.
But being a Boughey and stubborn to the bone he
carried on and kept on fighting to the end.
Dad certainly lived his life to the full with a glass of
wine or brandy in hand whenever available and I think
and hope he enjoyed most of it.
My father passed away peacefully on the 4th January
2017 at the RSUH surrounded by all of his loving
family.
His funeral service took place at the St John the
Evangelist RC Church in Kidsgrove on the 20th
January 2017 followed by cremation at the Bradwell
Crematorium.
All donations were given to UHNM Charity (Ward
111)
Michael will be sadly missed by all his loving family
and the many friends he had made.

Mick Shaw

Following a long and brave
fight with illness Mick sadly
passed away in hospital on
30th October 2016 aged 70.
Mick was the much loved
husband of Margaret, father of
Paul and Mathew, a devoted
Grandad to Joseph and Harry.
Mick was born in Wood
Lane, moved to Chapel Street
in Bignall End and after
marrying Margaret moved
into Wood Street in 1970.
Mick’s education started at Ravensmead Primary
School and continued at Halmer End Secondary
School where he became head Boy. He will be best
remembered for his footballing skills, gaining an
England Schoolboys cap at the age of 17. He played
for amongst others, Michelin F.C, Eastwood, Kidsgrove
Athletic and of course Audley F.C. Shawy along with
others made a valuable contribution to the building of
the present clubhouse and changing facilities at Audley
Football club, possibly amongst some of the best
facilities in local junior football. He was also involved
in managing teams at the club. Mick had a vision for
the progress of the club and he worked tirelessly to
achieve these objectives. A community player indeed.
Mick’s working life started with an apprenticeship at
the Michelin, he then moved to City works and then to
Staffs University retiring at 67.
Mick and Margaret enjoyed many good breaks at
their caravan in Bala, Wales, off on many a Friday
night for the weekend.
Holiday arrangements changed when grandchildren
Joseph and Harry arrived, then complete family
holidays were greatly enjoyed by all.
Shawy socially also played snooker up at Bignall End
CC on Friday nights, never did manage to find out
what his biggest break was, perhaps we should ask
Westie??
Mick’s main objective in his later years was to secure
the essentials of life, a sound foundation for the future
of his children and especially his grandsons. This was
not always an easy task but just prior to his passing
away he was made aware that his wishes had reached a
successful conclusion.
His effort and commitment to secure this for his
family was a measure of the man who always put his
family first.
His funeral took place at Bradwell Crematorium on
10th November 2016. The attendance was possibly
amongst the largest ever witnessed at Bradwell; this is
a measure of his popularity as a much valued friend
and colleague. Donations in memory of Mick raised
over £1400 for cancer research.
In conclusion, Shawy was a mild mannered man,
easy to get on with, a reliable and much respected
friend, good company with a great sense of humour.
Along with his close family he will be greatly missed
by many, many more.
Margaret Shaw.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Robert. W. Edwards

Robert William
Edwards, born 15th
September 1939, at
Mosshouse Farm,
Audley, passed away
quietly on 21st March
2017 after a prolonged
illness which left him
with a disability
stretching back to
March 2007. Robert
was born one of three
sons to Wesley
Charles and Sarah
Edwards at Mosshouse Farm, Audley. His older
brother John still farms at the Toft, Hanchurch and his
younger brother, George, at Great Saredon, Penkridge.
Robert, ‘Bob’ to a select few had a full and wide
reaching life mainly in and around the Staffordshire
area but certainly in his beloved Audley.
In his early years, he boarded and was educated at
Smallwood Manor (1947-1953) and then at Dentsone
College (1953-1958), Uttoxeter, Staffordshire.
He first met his wife to be, Brenda, at the age of 5 years
but would not tie the knot until some 20 years later at
St James the Great, Audley where the Reverend Lewis
ensured that the 53 years were sealed in both their
destinies. Robert and Brenda have two sons, Julian
and Christopher together with 3 grandchildren.
On returning from school in 1958 Robert started work
on the family farms which were: Mosshouse, New
Springs, Dunkirk and one at Penkridge which his
younger brother George still farms today. Robert was
a committed farmer but his extracurricular love was
politics. A committed Conservative he was never
afraid to pin his colours on his chest. He immersed
himself into local life at Parish, Rural District, Borough
and County Level. In summary:
1961-1970 elected to Newcastle Rural District Council
(RDC) and Audley Parish Council.
1974-1999 re-elected to Audley Parish Council
1964-1967 Vice Chairman Finance and General
Purposes Committee Newcastle RDC
1967-1970 Chairman of Finance and General Purpose
Committee
1964-1970 Member of Midlands Electricity Board
consultative council Northern Committee
1963-1970 Member of Staffordshire Potteries Water
Board
1980-1981 Chairman of Audley Rural Parish Council
1986-1987 Chairman of Audley Parish Council
1998-1999 Chairman of Audley Parish Council
1961 -2008 Governor of several local schools (Audley
infants, Ravensmead, Halmer End, Silverdale)
2005- 11th Feb 2008 Elected to Staffordshire County
Council

BEREAVEMENTS & tributes
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1976- 2009 Justice of the Peace, Pirehill North,
Newcastle under Lyme. 33 years of service on the
‘bench’.
In addition to farming and politics he was one of the
founding members of Audley Rotary Club, a director
of Staffordshire Egg Producers, Chairman of the local
National Farmers Union, a Stoke City Fan, central to
the planting of a great many trees in and around
Audley notably; Alsager Road, Black Bank with Ike
Williams and a team of Local Volunteers and the
plantation known as Leddy’s Field, at the end of Hall
Street. He helped with ‘Britain in Bloom’ as a
volunteer in the Audley area and with the Audley
Millennium Project. He was a Church Warden at St
Bertoline, Barthomley, where he lays to rest.
Audley was both his family home, his workplace and
his passion.

Bessie Heler

We sadly announce that on
the 10th March 2017, Bessie
aged 90 passed away on Ward
232, Royal University
Hospital with her loving
family beside her.
Bessie came from Holden
Lane Farm, Sneyd Green on
her marriage to Bill Heler in
May 1948.
Bill was very active in
Audley Parish, he was a
church warden and a
member of the Rotary Club.
Bessie also supported the village where she could,
decorating the church for Harvest Festival and always
helping in the kitchen preparing refreshments at other
functions.
She delivered Meals on Wheels to the residents and
was on the rota to help serve coffee in the Pensioners
Hall.
Her greatest hobby was sewing and she attended the
classes in the old council offices and then in Bignall
End Chapel room, where she made some very dear
friends and was taught how to do upholstery and
recovered some of her own chairs.
Bessie went to the local charity shop Help the Aged
in Alsager and would do some ironing there to fulfil
her life after the loss of Bill.
She loved reading and doing word search books so
her family always knew what to buy her for special
occasions.
Her funeral service was held at St James’ Church,
Audley on 24th March 2017, followed by interment at
Christ Church Alsager.
Her family would like to thank all for attending and
supporting them. All donations were given to Douglas
Macmillan.
Bessie will be sorely missed by her family and many
friends.
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Dave Farmer

Suddenly at his home in Bignall End on March 1st
2017 Dave, aged 67, passed away. He was the dearly
loved brother of Marion, Kath and the late Pam, also a
dear brother-in-law and uncle.
Dave, known to his friends as Giles, was born in
Bignall End and has spent his life within the Audley
Parish. He attended the local schools and after leaving
school was employed at the AIE factory in Milehouse,
now long gone.
Dave was known in the parish for his gardening
skills and would often be seen with spade in hand on
his way to help maintain someone’s garden.
Dave had a passion for sport and his interest started
by playing football for Bignall End Boys Club who
played their matches at the Dunkirk Football ground.
His introduction to cricket was as a player at the Wood
Lane Cricket Club, but he eventually moved on to
Bignall End Cricket Club.
He played most of his matches as a second team
player at Bignall End and was for sometime the
captain.
His interests at the club were also in the
maintenance of the cricket ground and its wickets,
where together with Eric Riley, Steve Jervis and “Ipper”
Johnson they did a sterling job for many years.
Dave will be sorely missed by all who knew him,
especially his friends from Bignall End Cricket Club.
His funeral service took place at the Bradwell
Crematorium on Wednesday March 22nd. All
donations were given to Cancer Research UK.

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Audley Community News

Alice Downing

Peacefully, on 18th December 2016 at the RSUH,
Alice, aged 94 years, of Hope Street, Bignall End
passed away. Alice was the dearly loved wife of the late
Jim who for many years was responsible for the upkeep
and care of the Methodist cemetery, a much loved
sister-in-law of Jean, dear aunt of Robert and the late
Barbara and Robert and a loving cousin of Susan.
Alice was born in Chapel Street, Bignall End and
moved with husband Jim to Hope Street.
She had been a member of Audley Methodist
Church and had attended regular services and social
events until ill health prevented her.
She was the Sunday school superintendant at the
Church for many years and had lived all her life in our
village.
She will be sadly missed by all her family, friends
and neighbours.
Her funeral service took place at Audley Methodist
Church on Monday 9th January followed by cremation
at Bradwell Crematorium.
All donations in Alice’s memory were given to
Audley Methodist Church.

AUDLEY PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
New play equipment planned for Alsager Road,
Audley
The Parish Council have now appointed Sutcliffe
Play to supply and install the equipment, including
installation of 2 pieces from other manufacturers.
The work is expected to start early June 2017 and to
be completed early July 2017.
As soon as this scheme is completed, we will look at
the next scheme planned for Halmer End.
News about the Community Chest Grant Scheme
The Borough Council has previously been able to
support local good causes by making Community
Chest grant funding available to community and
voluntary groups in Newcastle-under-Lyme.

07900492692 - 24 Hour

In October 2016 the Borough Council’s Cabinet agreed
that the Borough Council will be one of the first local
authorities in the country to launch its own online
community lottery to provide an alternative method of
supporting local good causes and to make sure that
resources are utilised in an efficient and cost-effective
way.
Council officers have been working with Gatherwell,
an External Lottery Manager, to develop a local
scheme.
This will be launched in June and will be branded as
the “Lyme Lottery”. This means that grant funding
(including the Community Chest) will no longer be
available for 2017/18.
As the development of the new lottery progresses we
will keep you updated.

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

If you have any queries please contact Sarah Moore
or Irene Lee on 01782 742569 at the Borough Council.

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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St James Mothers’ Union
I have been asked to
write an article for the
newsletter to let you all
know a little bit about
what we do and what
Mothers’ Union is all
about, both here in
Audley and around the
world.
Mary Elizabeth
Sumner, the founder of
Mothers’ Union and
herself a mother of three, was all too aware of the
burdens and responsibilities of parenting; of the
feelings of inadequacy that could swamp young
mothers.
In 1876, when her daughter, Margaret, had her first
child, Mary took the initial steps in founding a society
for the support of women in their role as mothers.
In 1896 the Central Council of Mothers’ Union was
formed and by 1900 there were over 170,000 members
worldwide.
The needs of mothers have not changed a lot in
nearly 150 years. They need support, both financially
and socially, to be able to bring up their children with
a good family basis in an ever demanding world.
Over the years Mothers’ Union has had an influence
on government, from things such as raising the
minimum legal age for marriage to 16, in the early
1900s, to more recently lobbying for tighter controls
on advertising aimed at young children.
In the 60s and 70s Mothers’ Union set up an
organisation called AFIA – Away from it all holidays,
for families who would otherwise not have one.
By 2016 Mothers’ Union had over four million
members in eighty three countries! The difference
between Mothers’ Union and a lot of other groups is
that we put God at the centre of all we do, as it is
essentially a Christian organisation.
Last year in Audley we had a celebration party to
acknowledge the fact that Mothers’ Union was 140
years old, and our own branch actually 85 years old. I
am sure some of you reading this article would have
attended that wonderful occasion. As is usual for any
Mothers’ Union occasion, there were plenty of yummy
cakes made for the day, but is that all we do?
Our branch has a meeting every third Thursday of the
month at 7:15pm in the church hall in Audley, where
we share fellowship and prayer together and have some
really inspiring speakers. You would be welcome to
join us for any of these, and no you don’t have to be a
Mum, or married, or even a woman, to come! The few
men that regularly join us would tell you how
worthwhile it is, and I am sure they would value your
company.

The Cobbles
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts
Call in at The Cobbles 36/38 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.

We also run a coffee morning every Friday at 9:45am
in the church hall, where you will be most welcome to
join us for a chat over a cuppa and biscuits, and you
can pick up a bargain on our stall.
I have been privileged to take over from Annette
Dodd, who I am sure a lot of you will already know, as
branch leader, and I look forward to meeting up with a
lot of you over the coming year.
Just to close I will add a copy of the Mary Sumner
prayer, as it is one we could all learn from.
“All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as
possible for thee; and every life I touch, do thou by thy
spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, the
prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen”
Josie Knight
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G Y M T I M E TA B L E
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

6.15am

6.15am

10am mixed

10am mixed

(Booking only)

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
7 - 8am

(Booking only)

circuit class

Mixed Full
Body Blast

circuit class

5.30 - 6.30pm

4:30 - 5:30pm

5.30 - 6.30pm

6.30 - 7.30pm

5.30 - 6.30pm

6.30 - 7.30pm

Mixed Full
Body Circuit
Spinning

7 - 8pm

THURSDAY

Boys circuit
class ages 13-15
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

Ladies only
class with Vicky

Mixed Full
Body Circuit

6.15 - 7.15pm
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

5.30 - 6.30pm
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

Spinning

7 - 8pm

Ladies only
class with Vicky

PERSONAL TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL NUTRITIONAL ADVICE
Unit 2 Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Staffordshire, ST5 6NR. www.korefitness.co.uk for more information
Enquiries: Karl 07947 566670 Jess 07376 363757  facebook/korefitnessuk

Fishing Club Use Grant to Improve Facilities.
First Phase of Improvements at Bates Wood Lake is
now completed.
The National Lottery grant awarded to the club for
improved facilities for less able bodied anglers is being
put to good use.
The first phase of the improvement programme was
to make access to the lake easier for wheel chair and
mobility scooter users.
This was achieved by re-grading and re-aligning
existing pathways.
Five angling platforms and a new path have been
installed at the south end of the lake – the platforms
are specifically designed for use by disabled anglers.
They are manufactured from recycled plastic milk
containers – each platform saving around 5000
containers from going to land fill.
Two picnic benches have been relocated to higher
ground – these were originally positioned in an area
prone to flooding. A ‘French drain’ has been installed
in this area to help prevent the path from becoming

waterlogged in future.
The club also applied to Newcastle Borough
Council’s Assisted Planting Scheme and was successful
in getting a supply of native tree saplings, spring bulbs
and wild flower seeds to improve the area around the
lake side.
Several members helped to plant these including
Derek Rowley and his grandchildren Eleanor and
Joseph who sowed the wild flower seeds.
Committee member Les Parr helped plant the tree
saplings. Hopefully, in the spring, the results of their
efforts will be seen by all who use the reserve.
The final phase of the work using both National lottery
and Newcastle Borough Council funding will start
soon.
Robert Elliot Ltd of Dunkirk Farm, Bignall End, is
the contractor appointed to complete drainage work
etc. at the Red Hall Lane end of the footpath.
Robert’s work so far has been well received and we
look forwards to seeing the end result of the project.
Brian Billings - Chair

Live, laugh, LOVE...
There for you.... for all occasions

Flowers, Balloons,
Cards and Gifts
for every occasion...
80a Church Street Audley

Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Christenings,
Weddings and Funerals

Telephone: 01782 721830

Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Eric’s Walks

I walked this walk in the middle of March as the first
walk for Bignall End Wanderers, an ad hoc group of
walkers meeting about once a month. Accompanied
by founder members Barbara and Dave Nixon and
Yvonne Talbot, we set off from Bignall End into the
wild blue yonder.
The walk was a very pleasant one starting from
Bignall End and is an ideal local walk if you want to
get to know the area.
Start along the “Lines”, the dismantled railway, to
Halmer End, which starts opposite the Plough Inn,
behind the Miners Memorial Tub. At the end turn
right onto the Shraley Brook Road when you reach the
Railway pub.
Left onto Red Hall Lane and left again to visit the
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Memorial to the Minnie Pit Disaster, which
happened in 1918, and there will be events
commemorating the disaster next year.
Now, over the railway embankment and enjoy the
view over Bateswood Pool which can be seen in the
above photograph, an excellent place for a coffee
stop, and bird watching.
Follow the path left skirting Halmer End, until you
meet a crossing path, left then first right, which takes
you into Podmore Wood, another Nature Reserve.
Possibility of a picnic here by the pool, a very
tranquil spot.
Keep to the path by the pool, exit the wood and
follow the path across the fields up to the High
Street, near the Gresley Arms, in Alsagers Bank.
Cross over and walk down The Drive past the
Primary School.
Just past the Apedale Hamlet, take the footpath
left across the field and into Apedale Country Park.
Down through Miry Wood to Miles Green, rejoining the old railway line back to Bignall End.
Nice local walk of just under 6 miles with 500 feet
of ascent.
Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook - www.
facebook.com/ericswalks. If you would like to find
out more about the group, just search for Bignall End
Wanderers on Facebook, where you can join the
group.
Eric Davies.
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READERS LETTERS

Audley Community News

Dear Editor.

Off the main road in Audley is a small theatre which
opened in 1969 and has since given many hours of
enjoyment to hundreds of people.
Hidden behind its doors is a world of costumes,
scenery, lighting and music.
Every rehearsal and performance depends on the
enthusiasm and determination of many individuals.
Audley theatre caters for both adults and children, the
family pantomime for this year was Prince Charming,
a new variation on the Cinderella story. It was a show
full of fun, music, fantastic costumes and plenty of
singing for everyone.
As a local resident living in Bignall End I am very
lucky to have a successful theatre so close to home,
which I have visited a number of times to watch
various productions. The theatre offers a wide range of
shows from comic plays such as Blithe Spirit originally
written by Noel Coward to adaptations of famous films
and musicals such as Thoroughly Modern Milly which
was performed in May 2016. The theatre is also
available for musical evenings sometimes with the idea
of raising money for charities. It is a very community
based theatre, treasured by local residents but also a
welcoming theatre for strangers to the area.
Thanks Jake Hall.
Dear Editor (TO BEST FRIENDS)

Book
early for all
appointments.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

Cyril Harrison of Nantwich Road Audley came across
this old photograph of Eric Maddocks on the left and
himself as teenager and wonder if it may bring back any
memories to friends and family.
Eric was one of the sons of Vince Maddocks who had a
joinery business for many years in our village.
Cyril as a 14 year old joined the Bignall End Mining
company and became an electrician, finally working for
himself for many years within the parish. We hope to
persuade Cyril to tell of his mining at a future date.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley & Alsager’s OFSTED Outstanding Nurseries
At the heart of the village of Alsager, serving Audley and surrounding local
communities, both of our nurseries have unique and creative environments
for young children. Parent partnerships are central to our ethos and this
ensures that children are nurtured and well prepared for their journey
towards school.
We welcome families to our nurseries, ensuring the foundations of positive
relationships are then built upon.
We welcome all families to visit both of our OFSTED outstanding settings
with ﬂexible care to meet everyone’s needs and we’re proud to have been
doing this well for over 20 years!

30 hours
free
childcare
available
Tax-free
childcare
www.townhouse-childcare.co.uk
Audley Road - 01270 884477
Lawton Road - 01270 883383
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when i was a lad

When I Was A Lad

The late Jack Cross was born in
1915 in the village of Miles
Green.
We continue with Jacks story
who now tells of his family life
and how family life was for a
young boy at that time.
My mother, Edith Ann (my
father called her Thanny) was
angelic in feelings which went
far beyond our family and like
so many more mothers, she
worked long and hard but

enjoyed the purpose.
My mother would ‘make-do and mend’ - she darned
all our socks, made alterations on her Singer sewing
machine and the younger children were passed on the
‘hand-me-downs’ (such as clothes and shoes from the
older children in the family).
Meals were cooked on the old coal fire with an iron
griddle which was used for making oatcakes and
pikelets. The Dutch oven, a big metal container was
fixed on the front bars which swung over the fire to
cook things like sausages and bacon with some fat
dropping in the bottom of the container. New potatoes
went well as a meal in the summertime.
My mother and father also made herb beer from
ingredients like nettles, horehound and dandelion and
burdock, if you could get it. All the herbs were boiled
in the old boiler which was mainly used for the weekly
wash; obviously this was cleaned first. The remains of
the nettles etc were then sieved to remove stems and
you were left with the fluidy part which was placed in a
large stein that held approximately twelve or more
pints. Yeast was added to this fluid to ferment it and
after this it had to be cooled down, it was then bottled
with corks tied with string inserted, then these were
finally placed in our cellar.
It wasn’t unusual due to the good quality of it, to
hear the popping of corks as the herb beer fermented.
I’ve missed out some other herb ingredient. I can see
the herb on the roadside and you can pick it up in any
field but at the moment I can’t think of its name.
A glass of herb beer on a hot summer’s day was
lovely to swig. Yarrow was the herb I almost forgot.
Back to other domestic chores, the job of washing was
quite an ordeal for my mother with such a large family.
A copper boiler was used which was fired up with coal
slack. A big mangle helped to wring the washing out
and after drying the laundry, came the starching and
ironing of it all. I assume my sisters played a great part
in helping her and were perhaps the mainstay of the
family life running smoothly but regret to say I must
have taken it for granted.
My mother had a lovely singing voice as did most of
my sisters. My oldest sister, Poll had a great repertoire
and could relate to all the family, relatives and friends a
good story with a colourful picture.

OATCAKES
½ lb Plain Flour
½ lb Fine Oatmeal
2 teaspoons salt
1oz Yeast
1 Dessertspoon Sugar
2 Pints Lukewarm Water
½ cup Warm Water
METHOD
Put yeast into a bowl and cover with ½ cup warm
water. Scatter the sugar on top and put near to the fire
to rise. Put flour, oatmeal and salt in the bowl, mix
together leaving a hole in the middle. Into the hole
slowly add the quart of lukewarm water. When well
beaten into a batter, cover with a cloth and leave to rise
where it is warm for 3 hours.
(1/2 cup batter makes one oatcake).
This was my sister Pat’s recipe.
NETTLE BEER
2 gallons freshly gathered nettles
2 gallons water
2 lbs sugar
1.3/4 ozs cream of tartar
1oz yeast
METHOD
Boil the washed nettles for 20 minutes. Put sugar and
cream of tartar into a large earthenware crock and
strain the nettle liquid over them. Stir until the sugar
is dissolved and allow to cool to blood heat. Add yeast
well creamed. Cover the crock and allow the beer to
work for 24 hours. Skim and bottle with a jug, leaving
all the sediment behind. Cork and tie down.
Ready for use in 2 days.
*This recipe was from the Traditional North
Staffordshire recipe book, “The Potters Cookbook”. A
copy was given to me by my niece Joan.
I had four brothers and four sisters making nine of us
altogether. In the winter time family activities were
close to the coal fires telling yarns or doing hobbies.
I remember at Christmas time, obviously due to the
tight economy, we left a mince pie and glass of milk on
the kitchen table for Santa Claus.
Of course on rising early in the morning we would
find this half consumed. Our stockings were filled
with an apple or orange and wrapped-up washed
cinders which were given for good luck omen. I was
lucky enough one year to receive a tin model steam
train. Our Alb had a car and I was envious because it
went faster across the floor than my train. I wasn’t
pleased about that!
It must have been trying on my mother and father to
provide for a large family like ours, although they gave
us all the most essential of ingredients which is love
and caring. My Dad’s excuse for lack of Christmas
presents was “Santa Claus couldn’t come upstairs this
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time, he had injured his leg!”
We always ate well at Christmas and had either pork
or beef and one year, our Harry won a goose and that
was luxury.
Below pictured Mother with six of her children
Norm, Poll, my Mother, Ede, Front: Jack, Alb & Pat

At home my nickname was Johnny Rozzil or
Jackie Slack. I remember when I was asked to bring in
a laden tin of rain water to be placed in the old hob
tank on the left side of the fire range and a shovel full
of coal.
I got my wires crossed and tipped the coal in the
hob tank and the rain water on the fire hence the retort
from my Dad called me “knur-yed”, “crate-egg” or
“crackpot”, and many others flowing from his lips.
Incidentally we did keep fowl in the backyard. We had
white and black Leghorns, White Wyndottes, Light
Sussex, Buff Orphingtons and Rhode Island Reds.
Dad had about ten Rhode Island Reds and Buff
Orphingtons from Mr Dean from Bignall End.
I remember my brothers and me helping by carrying
them back to Miles Green in big clothes baskets with a
cover that came in handy. There was a Rhode Island
cockerel which had a bad habit of flying at you when
you went in the pen. Just outside the gate we had a
box handy so as to fend him off when entering the
pen.
My sister Pat said we had ducks too but they flew
off. I noticed that you had to clip the wings of the
white and black Leghorns to stop them taking off.
They were fed on bran mash, Indian corn, mixed corn
and potato peelings boiled up with bran and Karswood
spice (a kind of curry powder). Also grit and water
were given to them separately.
Dad had an incubator and was keen to keep records
- a sort of family tree and the type of offspring they
had say from first cross White Leghorns with White
Wyndottes or first cross Rhode Island Red with Buff
Orphingtons.
I remember making the bird pens from railway
sleepers that we had bought and split with steel wedges
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and in some cases we used a rough saw. The posts and
wire-netting were fixed afterwards. We all had our
little jobs such as cleaning out the hen coops.
Other errands my younger brother Alb and I did were
taking our hen’s eggs for hatching to a mate of my
father’s at Burley pit. This meant a mile walk each way
with strict orders of, “Don’t you crack any of those
eggs or you’ll know about it”. I was walking towards
Apedale at the side of the railway track and hoping to
see a locomotive so I could wave to the crew as it went
past and that is how perhaps one got broken!
Early in their married life my parents had an ice-cream
cart and the pony was called Thomas (no doubt named
after my grandfather). I don’t know how but the pony
broke his leg bringing to an end their ice-cream
business.
On odd occasions my mother and father made
ice-cream for fundraising events. They made icecream for the tennis club where my brother, Harry was
a member.
My parents also had a go at running a chip shop but
no joy there as my brother, Harry said my mother
would give out twice as many chips in a bag and at the
end of the week’s work they were only two shillings
and sixpence better off, showing little profit.
When I was still at infants school if my mother had
a spare penny, which wouldn’t be that often with a
family of nine, she would go to the post office and buy
penny stamps, they were a form of saving in those
days.
I never remember us ever getting the full amount
saved in the stamp book which could have been up to
24 squares to stick stamps on.
I can smell the post office now, which was also an
ironmongers and sold paraffin, nails, and nuts and
bolts.
I remember the wire grill and scales of the post
office part of the shop and the shopkeeper, D W Riley,
JP and County Councillor looking at you suspiciously
from behind it.
I forgave him for this later in my life but he never
knew that of course but years later I worked as a coal
heaver for Howells and they bought loads of
ironmongery and various things off him.
For being such a good customer he graciously asked
us, from Howells, to a grand dinner with the largest
roast dinner with all its trimmings I’ve ever seen.
Afterwards came the grand finale, he presented us
each with a beautiful knife done in the best Sheffield
tradition.
I guess my Dad would like that, I thought, he would
appreciate it better as he had more skill with a knife
than I had and could cut his thin twist tobacco that he
used to get each week.
We will continue with tales from Jack’s life story as a
lad from the village of Miles Green in future issues of
the magazine.
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Audley Community Centre
Fashion Show 2017
My name is Helen Chatfield
and I am a volunteer at Audley
Community Centre.
I started helping on a
Wednesday morning and soon
realised there were many facets
to this particular volunteering.
A Fashion Show was
suggested because of the
wonderful donations we
receive.
This was my first modelling
experience and so this year I
am a veteran of 3 shows.
Of course, there are butterflies and nerves but our
audiences are always supportive and appreciate this.
We know that if we have fun then you will too.
It may look calm and serene on the cat walk, but
behind the scenes it is mayhem! There were six in my
team. We were assigned the gents toilets to change in.
Six models, 1 dress rail, 9 changes of costume each
with handbags and jewellery and shoes. Possibly a
glass of wine to. We had 1 seat (you guesses where!!)
and 1 mirror. With teamwork and patience, we all
managed to be dressed for the catwalk on time.
We are already collecting for next year!
The preparation is long and at times exhausting but
once we have the audience, the music and the lights we
know it has all been worthwhile.
A big thank you to all who have donated, modelled
and given up their time for this amazing annual event.

The Attic charity shop is open on Mondays between
10.30 and 12.30pm and on Wednesday during the
Coffee morning 8am to 12.30pm.
We wish to thank Duncan Richards of Shraley
Brook Media for the photographs.
See you all soon. Helen Chatfield.

AUDLEY CARNIVAL 2017
Saturday 15th July
Open 12 Noon to 6pm

Held at the Wereton Road Playing Fields
For Details contact Lee Moss
01782 461709 or 07860800717
childrenofaudley@gmail.com
YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY B UTCHER • Q UALITY MEAT PRODUCE

BEEF - LAMB - PORK - FRESHLY COOKED MEATS - HAM - TONGUE - CHEESE - PIES - BREAD - C AKES - OATC AKES
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS

|

OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK - TEL: 01782 720737
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Audley Male Voice Choir
We are, at time of writing, experiencing a
bright and breezy Springtime. Time to blow
away the cobwebs and get going after the
winter.
Audley Male Voice Choir is certainly in full
swing for this season, rehearsing currently for
our Gala concert with guests Cory Brass Band at
the Victoria Hall Hanley on the 14th of May.
We have lots of brand new material to give as
added zest and to challenge both our brains and
voices.
A highly acclaimed musician, conductor and
composer, Douglas Coombes, who is a family
friend of our Musical Director Sue Hallam has
specially arranged six pieces of music and dedicated
these to our Choir, to Sue Hallam and to the memory
of Sue’s late daughter Mandy. The theme for these
pieces is the Old American West, and they are a bright
and lively set, with great variety.
The Choir will be performing three of these pieces
as World Premiers at our Victoria Hall Concert. The
first is a quirky fast arrangement of Golden Slippers,
then Now I Walk in Beauty which is a haunting
arrangement of a Navajo Indian Prayer and finally a
twist on the traditional American Folk Song Li’l Liza
Jane. Because we really enjoy singing these songs, we
are confident of a good response from our audience.
On 22nd of April the Choir performed at St John’s
Methodist Church, Shavington.
It was a sell out event and everybody enjoyed a
warm and successful concert. One of our soloists,
Douglas Parker invited the audience to join in the
chorus of “Oh What a Beautiful Morning” from
Oklahoma and we nearly raised the roof with this
happy sound.
Looking ahead further than our big May Concert, our
programme for the next few months is :Saturday 17th June 7.30pm
St Peter’s Church Rickerscote Stafford. A 60th Church
Anniversary concert, For tickets contact church
warden Pearl Anderson on 07814264888 or Fred Cole
on 01270 877832
Saturday 24th June 7.30pm
St Mary’s Church, Alsager, Audley Male Voice Choir
will share the stage with the Royal Stoke University
Ladies Choir
Saturday 29th July 7.30pm
Wolstanton Methodist Church
Sunday 3rd September 8pm
The Choirs usual invitation concert at Trinity Church,
Llandudno

Audley Male Voice Choir has a treasured reputation
for having talented soloists and this tradition continues
as we currently have six recognised soloists in our
ranks. Over the next issues of the magazine I will
provide a few details about these fine singers.
They will not be introduced in any special order as
all six are equally valued by us.
Soloist Karl Smith is seen above with the choir.
Karl, who lives in Alsager is a tenor soloist and has
been singing in our choir for about 10 years and
previously with Biddulph Male Voice Choir for sixteen
years. He likes to sing a lot of different songs including
the ubiquitous My Way and songs from shows like
Bring Him Home from Les Miserables. He also likes
the Matt Monro classic Softly As I Leave You and the
traditional male voice favourite Close Thine Eyes.
Karl has a full life outside the choir and is currently a
professional gardener.
Previously he had an interesting computing career
with ICL where he was picked out as a young high
achiever and was seconded to Japan for eight months
to get experience with Fujitsu.
He likes to holiday with his VW Camper Van and goes
surfing when he can.
He cycles most weekends travelling sixty to eighty
miles, he is an avid fan of Stoke City for his sins and is
highly into Northern Soul and is an occasional DJ.
Karl has a taste for dark beers and is particularly
fond of Hobgoblin.
Davie

Audley & District Probus Club

It gives me great pleasure to report that our
membership continues to grow so much so that we
only have a few vacancies left before we have to declare
a ‘Waiting List.’
So if you are interested in joining us, and may I
point out that membership is open to both Ladies and
Gents, come along and see what we are about.
Or call me on 01782 721894 for further details. I
promise that you will not be disappointed.
As a reminder, we meet normally on the third Friday
of each month at the Alsager Golf and Country Club
where we have lunch followed by a Guest Speaker
whose subjects vary and provide interest to all.
Don Caton (Secretary)
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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT FOR ACTIVITIES IN 2016/17
The Parish Council elections were held on 7th May 2015. The results of the elections are below,
although there were two co-options due to casual vacancies that occurred after the election.
Following changes made by the Borough Council, the next Parish elections will take place in May
2018. Audley Rural Parish Council consists of fifteen councillors and is divided into three Parish
wards.
Audley Ward

Bignall End

Halmer End

Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor

Mr R Moody
Mrs V Pearson
Mrs C Richardson
Mr M Whitmore
Mr R Kinnersley
Mrs A Beech
Mr D Butler
Mr H Proctor
Mr M Dolman
Rev John Taylor (Chair)
Mrs A Frankish
Mr T Sproston
Mr C Cooper (Vice Chair)
Mr R Garlick
Mr P Breuer

The Parish Council A.G.M takes place May each year. At the 2016 meeting, Rev J Taylor and Mr C
Cooper were appointed as Chair and Vice Chair respectively for the ensuing year.
Council Meetings
Meetings are normally held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at various locations around the Parish,
there may also be additional meetings during the year to cater for any extra volume of business.
County and Borough Council Representation
The Parish is represented at Staffordshire County Council by Cllr Ann Beech and at Newcastle Borough
Council by Cllr Bert Proctor, Cllr Avril Frankish, Cllr Ann Beech, Cllr Laura Bloor and Cllr Ian Wilkes.
The number of Borough Councillors will be reduced and a consultation is underway to change the
ward boundaries in the Borough – details can be found here at www.lgbce.org.uk. Borough Council
Elections will take place in May 2018.
Parish Clerk
Our Parish Clerk is Mrs Clare Withington.
Planning applications
Throughout the year, the Council receives planning applications for consultation.
The Council is committed to avoiding inappropriate developments and is asked by the Planning
Authority to express its views on each application and also any comments passed to it by the residents.
This they do in an advisory capacity only as the final decision in each case rests with the relevant
Planning Authority. Between the period of April 2016 and March 2017 – the Parish Council have
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commented on 66 applications. Several of them have been called in to the Borough Council’s
Planning Committee for full deliberation of the decision, usually due to a number of objections and
where it involves developing green belt or large developments on the boundary of the Parish.
Allotments
The parish has allotment sites at Audley and Halmer End with 75 plots provided between these sites;
normally allotments are generally well cultivated. Audley Allotment Association are now the
leaseholders of the site at Audley, and continue to improve the site for the benefit of the allotment
tenants. There is a waiting list of 7 at Audley and 8 at Halmer End.
Grant Applications
A total of 7 applications have received support from the Parish Council. This amounts to funding of
£2,650 from Newcastle Borough Council’s Community Chest fund.
Audley Fishing Club - Disabled car park/fish stock
Harp of Gold - Party in the Park
Friends of Richard Heathcote School – Forest School
Wood Lane Community Assoc - Windows
Halmer End CIC Institute - Guttering
Friends of Wood Lane School – Dance mats
Audley Library- Start up costs

£
£
£
£
£
£
£

400.00
400.00
400.00
400.00
400.00
400.00
250.00

Other groups have received funding directly from the Parish Council to support their activities that
benefit the Parish – including the maintenance of the Millennium Green and hi-vis vests for the school
children at Ravensmead Primary.
Notice Boards
There are eight Parish Council notice boards situated throughout the parish. These are well used and
contain the latest information in relation to the Parish council meetings plus other relevant public
sector information.
Website and publicity
A website exists to provide Parish information to the wider community. The website is updated at
regular intervals, and continues to be visited by many people. Standard information about the Parish
Council is also published in Audley Community News.
Children’s Play areas and Wildlife Areas
The Parish provides and maintains 8 play areas situated at Alsager Road Audley, Albert Street and
Bignall End Road in Bignall End, Miles Green, Halmer End, Alsagers Bank and Scot Hay. Play areas are
subject to monthly inspections and reports are considered at the parish council meetings. On-going
painting and maintenance of all the equipment is carried out as required during the year.
Arrangements are in place to monitor the excessive dog fouling on the playing fields and dogs off the
leads/excluded. Known people seen allowing their dogs to foul or breach the Dog Control Orders will
continue to be reported to the Dog Warden who will issue fixed penalties. New play equipment is
being installed at Alsager Road, following consultation with the local children. This will be completed
around early summer. To deliver further improvements to the play areas, funding will be invested in
new play equipment at Halmer End this year. Sadly, the skateboard ramps at Queen Street have
suffered from minor ASB/arson damage. Additionally, to resolve some manufacturing defects on the
skate surface, the ramps have been temporarily closed. They will be re-opened once the defects have
been dealt with and the ramps are safe to use.
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Annual Maintenance Programme
The Annual Maintenance programme of the parish assets continues and the contract is awarded to a
local contractor to provide a further 2-year maintenance contract until March 2018.
Parish Bowling Greens
The Audley Bowling Club continues to thrive, although has been the victim of vandalism. The Halmer
End Bowling Club is also doing well with the support from the Halmer End Institute, which is also a
thriving community resource.
Public Seats and Bus Shelters
A total of 75 seats and 5 parish owned bus shelters are located around the Parish. An ongoing
maintenance programme will continue to keep these in good condition. Unfortunately, due to the
ongoing ASB issues the Parish Council was faced with the difficult decision of removing the Pensioners
Shelter at Castle Hill.
Leddy’s Field
Leddy’s Field is a pleasant wildlife area in the centre of Audley village for the benefit of the parish. A
third phase of tree thinning is planned for later in 2017 along with the ongoing routine maintenance.
The ASB continues to be a problem with large amounts of rubbish and wheelie bins burned on the
site. The Parish Council would urge residents to report these crimes to 101 as soon as they can.
Bluebell Wood, Alsagers Bank
This area continues to be monitored for any future work that is required.
Margaret’s Garden, Church Street
Mrs Pearson continues to maintain this area with the help of volunteers, and it provides a lovely
feature for the centre of the village.
Annual presentations
The Parish Council annually awards three trophies:
1. R.W Edwards Community Award
This award was presented to Mr Mike Joynson for the hard work in getting the Halmer End ‘Stute’ back
up and running again as a thriving asset for Halmer End.
2. Capewell Naylor Trophy for Services to the Environment
This award was presented to Mr Rob Moody on behalf of Audley Parish Bowman for their hard work in
helping to maintain Leddy’s Field.
3. Elsie Kelsall Young Persons Award
This award was presented to the pupils (past and present) of Sir Thomas Boughey High School in
recognition for their work within the community.
Millennium Green Trust
Once again, a payment of £700 was authorised to the Millennium Green Trust for its on-going work.
The Trust also continues to be a victim of severe criminal damage and arson.
Bateswood Park
Support continues to be provided to the Fishing Group who are doing a great job at Bateswood.
Improvements are being made to make fishing accessible to disabled people and to renew the fish.
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Other activities
The list is endless but here is a summary of a few of the other things carried out by the Parish Council:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christmas lights on 4 trees and 11 Christmas streetlight decorations throughout Church Street
Erection of bunting during the summer months
Action taken on overgrown hedges by highways/pavements
Organisation of Remembrance parade and maintenance/cleaning of the War memorials at
Alsagers Bank and Audley, and repair and refurbishing Alsagers Bank war memorial
Requesting action from Highways regarding the lack of maintenance of roads and pavements
in the Parish
Supporting Audley in Pink week
Working with partners to address the ongoing parking issues in the Parish, particularly around
the schools and Village centre.
Donation towards improved CCTV for Audley Community Centre

Parish Finances for 2016/17
A total income of £158,548 was received: Precept (£105,044), Newcastle Borough Council grant
(£10,040) for concurrent functions and a grant (£4397) for the reduced council tax base. The rest of
the income is from external funding sources such as funding bids. There is approximately £36,000 in
reserves.
A total amount of £96,307 was spent as follows:
31545 (33%) play equipment (maintenance and investment in new equipment)
18786 (20%) on staff costs
12460 (13%) on miscellaneous including 11 new Christmas decorations and infrastructure,
bunting, maintenance of unadopted land and parish awards
12000 (12%) on office administration inc Chair allowance
6888 (7%) on VAT
5980 (6%) donations to community groups and other S137 activities
3211 (3%) Seats, bus shelters, notice boards and grit bins (parish)
1631 (2%) footpaths
2139 (2%) on wildlife areas (maintenance)
1070 (1%) parish bowling greens
604 (1%) Allotments
The coming year (2017/18) will see an increase of 0.01p per week (Band D Council Tax) to the Precept,
to provide additional funding to invest in new play equipment at Halmer End. More information can
be found on the Parish Council website – www.audleyparishcouncil.org
As Chair of the Parish council I wish to thanks all the Councillors for their support during the past
year and their efforts on behalf of the Parish.
My personal thanks also to the Parish Clerk Mrs. Clare Withington for her help, advice, and her
untiring work for the council during my year as Chair.
Rev J Taylor
20 April 2017
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Poems and rhyme / features

THE DUNNOCKS

(BIT OF FUN)

Dougie and Dulcie Dunnock, together whilst
searching for food
Also looked round the garden for a place to raise a new
brood.
Lifeless leaves on the Beech Hedge were falling, crispy,
golden and brown.
Covering the earth in a carpet until winds blew them
all over town.
Flower shrubs were beginning to blossom, new shoots
were a joy to behold
Yet did not provide much protection from thieves, the
rain or the cold.
Evergreen shrubs were an answer but these were much
in demand
Bigger birds staked a claim for the best spots, other
sites seeming less grand.
Then they spotted some ivy, round a tree stump near
to a fence
Climbing, twisting and healthy, with foliage appearing
quite dense.
Soon they were really quite busy building a well
hidden nest.
A clutch of five eggs was to follow unseen by
unwelcome guests.
All hatched and a little while later fledglings tweeted
for food
Until their demands were answered calming each
hungry mood.
The time came at last for departure, the wide world out
there to explore
I hope a day in the future the Dunnocks will visit once
more.
Derrick Bate

Audley Community News

Alert! Birthday Message

Does today bring Birthday Honours,
Then thoughts go out to let you know,
You’ve reached that special moment,
When it’s time to go more slow!!!
Gifts, cards, packages--full of exciting surprises!
Oh for goodness sake!---Not a BIKE FOR EXERCISES!!!
Tables laid with all those goodies,
Party ready to go full swing.
You can feel everybody’s happy,
Except--Well here’s another thing---!
WITH A CAKE---and ALL THOSE CANDLES!!!
From your kitchen appears a relation
Looking very like
THE ENTIRE MEAFORD POWER STATION.
Now I may appear an idiot,
Though not entirely a complete dope,
But when you start to go over the HILL--There’s usually a DAM GOOD SLOPE!!!
Or a PRECIPICE!!!
Peter W Hodgkins

Gems of Gold

Beneath solid earth in darkness lies,
Small rounded gems held by disguise.
Lying there through season’s calling,
Through wind, through rain and snow flakes
falling.
Awaiting sun’s first powerful radiant sting,
Awaiting songbirds symphony
announcing spring.
MONTHLY WALK
Pushing, raising, lifting leaves with vigour,
Stems and buds held by magical
Assembled at this meeting point the time has come to go
trigger.
Where it is we’re headed to no one seems to know.
And
now
with
glory each gem fulfils.
Today we’re on the monthly walk with acquaintances and friends
Aligned
arrays
of golden gifted
Sharing chat and banter what ere the weather sends.
daffodils.
Our leader has his whistle to send us on our way
Whilst stragglers at the rear will manage come what may.
Peter W Hodgkins
Some will hope the walk’s not hilly, mostly on the flat
And if free from mud and stiles will be greatly pleased with that.
If it takes about 2 hours this will surely please
For there will be a grumble if we’re late for pie and peas.
Derrick Bate

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son

Publish Your Poetry & Rhyme Here.

Audley Community News is always on the lookout for
new poems and rhymes for publication in each of our
issues. We have no age limit and we welcome all for
consideration, so why not put pen to paper and
forward them to the Editor, details on page 3.

Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN

Bedding Plants & Shrubs
Tomato Plants & Cucumber Plants

Front Cover Image

We are once again grateful to Tom Dunn for our front
cover image, the image was taken whilst Tom was out
walking in Burgess Woods from the footpath running
from the Drive Alsagers Bank past St Johns Church.

Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399
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minning in halmerend

Recollections of Ike’s Footrail

I continue with the story of my grand father Ike
Joynson’s mining and those of his family.
During the 1950s all of the Joynson family were
engaged in some role in his mining venture in Halmer
End. His daughter Gerty, whose husband had died,
did most of the book keeping for the family and had
moved back home. Frank, her brother had never
married so he was also living at home. Ike, sons Stan
and Frank were working underground and Molly or
Mary Hannah Ike’s wife was the matriarch of the
family. May, Ike’s daughter was married with a
daughter, my cousin Margaret (Banks).
This picture depicts the whole family and the family
Austen car which had a registration plate of DTB 687.
Pictured top left to right, Gerty, May, Molly and Ike,
bottom left to right, Stan, Margaret and Frank.

Audley Community News
Podmore Hall was always prone to flooding so pumps
were needed at all the time. The photograph was in
fact taken after my grandfather had retired from
mining.
I lived at Westfield Avenue in Audley with my mum
Marion and father Stan and it would be a regular
occurrence for Aunty Gerty to get on her bike and
cycle from Halmerend to our home in the middle of
the night to inform dad the pit was flooding.
One of the advantages of having a mine in your
front garden! No mobile phones in those days.
In fact work at Podmore Hall had to suspended in
1960 due to an excess of water in the Two Row which
precluded further entry to the mine.
Although there was never any serious injury at
Podmore Hall on grandad Ike’s watch, his youngest
brother John Stanley Joynson was killed aged 14 in an
accident at the Minnie Pit in 1921.
John Stanley was an excellent footballer and played
for Halmerend school attaining several medals. My
father was born a year after his death and was
subsequently named after him. The photo below
attached is of the Halmerend school team and on the
top row, 1st left is John Stanley Joynson, is anyone
related to any of the other players ?

The picture below shows my dad Stan on the left and
my uncle Frank installing a new water pump at
Podmore in 1959, to removed the unwanted water
which constantly made life difficult whilst they were
mining in the footrail.

This is a transcript of the inquest after his death which
was held at The Boars Head Inn, Halmerend on a
Monday evening.
Mr Hugh W. Adams Coroner held an inquest related
to the death of John Stanley Joynson, a breaker ,of 170
High Street Halmerend, who was killed at the Minnie
Pit on Friday morning.
Present at the inquiry was Mr T H Bull ( H.M.
Inspector of Mines), Mr O J Bromley, (Agent for the
Midland Coke and Coal and Iron Company and Mr C
Greatbach (Under Manager at the pit.)
Thomas Edward Joynson, a coal miner stated that the
‘deceased’ was his son aged 14. He was employed as a
braker at the Minnie Pit where he had worked 5 weeks
and 2 days. He had never complained to the witness
about his work.
Mr Bromley put in a plan of the scene of the accident,
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which happened in No 2 jig of the eight foot seam.
Albert Richardson, a coal miner, of 34 High Street,
Halmerend deposed that on Friday last at about 8:10
am he was getting coal at the back of the brake . The
deceased was braking his (witness’s) loads down. He
commenced at 7:10 am and had jigged 5 loads that
morning, everything then appeared to all right.
On the next occasion the witness heard an empty
tub coming up quicker than normal, and this caused
him to turn around. He went to the jig and found the
deceased on the floor above the plates and the tub
had struck him on the side of the face.
The road was in good working order. The jig was
about 40 yards long and the witness knew no reason
why the tub should have left the rails except that it
was coming up to quickly. After the accident the
witness examined the jig and it was in perfect
working order.
The deceased had been at that particular work for 5
weeks, and had done it well. When the tub left the
rails it bounced over to the other side.
Thomas Edwards a colliery worker, of 150 Station
Road, Miles Green, said that at the time of the accident
he was working in the landing immediately below
where the deceased was working.
He heard the empty tub coming up quicker than
usual. He called “steady” to the deceased as it was
passing. It landed with a crash and the witness
shouted to the deceased but got no reply.
Before it landed he heard it bumping. The witness
added that roads up and down were in good condition.
He had never seen any difficulty in working the brake.
P.C. W. Hancock of Audley described the nature of the
injuries.
The neck was dislocated and there were several
bruises to the right side of the skull. Death must have
been instantaneous.
The coroner said that this was a very sad case and
his sympathy went out to the father, as much as the
boy was starting out on life and was a bright boy and
knew his job.
It certainly appeared that everything was in order,
but for some reason the boy got trapped – how, they
would never know.
A verdict of accidental death was returned.
Mr Bromley, on behalf of the firm, also expressed
sympathy with the relative.
At the time of John Stanley’s premature death, Ike was
considering getting married. She was local of course
and a Rhodes, Mary Hannah, but was always called
Molly.
The picture above attached was taken on his
motorcycle and was taken about the time they were
married.
The houses in the background were known as the
Railing Row, High Street Halmerend, now long gone.
In 1946 the Coal Industry Nationalisation act was
enforced, so mine owners were offered interest on
partial satisfaction or compensation.

mining in halmerend
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In 1953 records show that my grandfather Isaac
Joynson was offered interest on compensation of
£35 9s 5d. The total compensation received being
£243 0s 0d.
This was just an example of what the Ministry of Fuel
and Power, Coal Industry and Compensation were up
to during that period.
At that time W J and C P Bates Consulting and Mining
Engineers Surveyors and Valuers were negotiating for
the families interest.
Isaac Joynson, of Podmore Cottage, Halmerend,
footrail was closed by the N.C.B. for the Hayes
opencast. A new footrail driven near Leycett Station
was offered as compensation but this offer was refused.
As a result of the footrail closing Isaac decided to pass
all mining development on to his two sons Stan and
Frank.
Stan and Frank then opened up a new footrail which
stood in front of Podmore Cottage and mined this for
a number of years which was followed by opening a
footrail at the old Number 4 site.
Both these ventures became very successful in
producing coal, especially the one opened at the
number 4 site which supplied thousands of tons of coal
for the local power station at Meaford.
Isaac, continued to dabble in many schemes. As
long as there was a profit to be made, Isaac was always
around.
Stan and brother Frank continued to mine in the
village until 1968, when they both decided it was an
end to Podmore mining.
Frank sadly had health problems and retired, Stan
went to work for William Rileys’ as a delivery driver
until he finally retired.
Mining throughout our parish was on the decline and
most of the main pits and footrails were closing.
Working conditions in the footrails were appalling,
something which would never be tolerated today.
Coal was the black gold of its time and our parish
had an abundance of it buried in the ground, sadly
now we import large quantities from abroad. I can just
imagine what my grand father Ike would be saying if
he was alive today.
Mike Joynson
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Patient on-Line appointment booking:
Over recent months, the surgery has been working with the patient panel to
think about ways of improving the way you can book appointments.
Hopefully you will be aware that we have been promoting “Patient On-Line”
where you sign up to be able to book appointments, order prescriptions and see
part of your health records via the internet.
From the middle of March, we have changed the amount of appointments
available to book in this way so that it also includes same day appointments.
These will become available at 8am at the same time as they become available to

our receptionists to book.
We hope this will help the situation with the phones so if you can’t book online you could also benefit from these
changes.
Please ask at reception if you would like to be signed up. You will need two forms of identification (including
one photo ID) or your usual GP or Nurse may be able to register you when you see them.

Care Navigation:
You may have noticed our updated phone message telling you about how we are
trying to make sure that you get to see the right person first time.
This service is called “Care Navigation” and our practice has signed up to do this
alongside the other local practices in Newcastle.
We have asked the receptionists to ask the reason for your visit as on occasion
there is a quicker or more appropriate option than seeing a GP.
The system has been working well elsewhere in the country and has been getting
some positive feedback from patients and staff alike.
Please bear with us whilst we get the system working smoothly for you and remember that the receptionists are
trying to help you get the best out of our surgery.

Medicine Waste:
Wasted or unused medicine is a serious and growing problem within the NHS that you
can help tackle.
Wasted medicine is everyone’s responsibility and there are small changes you can make
to help reduce the amount of medicine waste for the benefit of us all.
One fact about medicine waste that you may not have heard about is that even if you
never open them, once you leave a pharmacy your medicines cannot be recycled or
used by anyone else.
This means that any you return are destroyed.
One simple way of controlling over ordering is, before heading to the pharmacy, look
in your medicine cabinet to see what you need. You may have ordered extra of a repeat
prescription last time you went and forgot.

DON’T BE A HOARDER DON’T OVER ORDER!!!
Audley Patient Panel Group:
If you are interested in joining the Audley Patient group or you want to know more about us just ask for details
at our reception or email the group using audleypatientpanel@yahoo.co.uk or look us up on our web-site using
www.audleypatientpanel.btck.co.uk.
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Audley Library

The library committee and volunteer staff are moving
forward in realising some of their intentions for
expanding the service that we can offer.
We are in the process of setting up a ‘Facebook’ Page
which should be available sometime in May.
We are continuing to attract more able volunteers,
which is essential in order to provide an ongoing
service and to have staff available to provide cover for
holidays and illness.
We would like to encourage and invite more
residents, both adults and children to become
members if not already so.
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The library has received more new stock, both
fiction and non-fiction, and we also have a good
selection of discontinued and withdrawn books for
sale.
The committee is currently in discussion with the
Patients Participation Group from the Health Centre,
Aspire and the Emergency Services with the intention
of providing a room where ‘surgeries’ can be held and
information provided.
We should have more information available on these
proposals in the next edition of the Audley
Community News.

AUDLEY COMMUNITY LIBRARY HOME READER SERVICE

Our volunteer led Community Library has been up
and running since January and we really appreciate the
support and encouragement of the library users. We’re
all ‘learning on the job’ and gaining confidence
because of the encouragement.
It’s good to see so many people of all ages coming
into the library but we’re very aware that’s not possible
for everyone in the village, so our next development is
to revive the ‘Home Reader Service’.
If you, or someone you know enjoys reading but are
unable to come and choose your books in person, then

the library can come to you!
The Service is aimed at anyone, of any age, whose
circumstances make a personal visit difficult, whether
that be mobility; illness; accident or caring
responsibilities. If you enjoy reading, (or just feel like
giving it a try), these are the times when having a good
book to hand is especially valuable.
We have a good selection of both fiction and nonfiction books, in both regular and large print, as well as
audio books. We can also order and reserve books
from other libraries for you.
If you would like to find out more please contact the
library on: 01782 720527 during our regular hours.
A volunteer will arrange to visit and find what sort
of books you’d like to borrow.
They will then bring and collect your books on a
regular basis.
You don’t need to be a member of the library already
and there is no charge for the service.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Potteries based artist Rachel Grant. On hearing of our
plans she offered to create a piece of work which would
convey the spirit of the Home Reader Service.
The picture itself seen attached is to be sold through
one of her galleries and may then be sold as a print or
licensed for greetings cards.
She has generously allowed us to use the image for
our publicity at no charge.
We are very grateful to her and feel proud to have
her support.
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Staffordshire Police

Local Officers in the Audley area would like to update
residents that we are aware of the ongoing issues on
the estates (Audley and Bignall End)involving a group
of teenagers aged between 13 - 14 years of age.

Audley Community News

Audley Football Club

Firstly may I start by thanking all sponsors, patrons
and volunteers for their much appreciated
commitment to our 16th Beer Festival held in
February. This year saw us achieve our financial
targets which will be a major contribution to the club’s
The issues range from these youths drinking alcohol ability to continue to provide Association football to
on the local parks and smashing the bottles onto the
the community of Audley.
park area once finished, through to damage and thefts
In addition we were also proud to be able to donate
of wheelie bins which they have set on fire.
a percentage of our profit to Audley Health Centre in
the memory of Brian Smith and Cancer Research UK
Over the last month local officers have identified the in memory of Mike Shaw. Both Brian and Mick made
bulk of the group and at the end of March their
a major contribution to providing the children and
parents were visited and advised of the issues that their youth of our community with organised football
children are causing on the estate to residents. We
training and matches, so it only seemed fitting that the
have also been into Sir Thomas Boughey High School
club should make these gestures in their memory.
along with the fire brigade and provided talks to the
Many thanks to their families for allowing us to do
relevant age groups around the consequences of this
this.
behaviour carrying on. Whilst at present this has had
With respect to football, the season will now have
a positive effect on most of the children. Within that
finished and preparation for next season will be
group there are still a few who are not taking the
underway. We would also have held our Move in May
advice on board and we are currently liaising with
free coaching sessions and open day at the club on
partners as to where we go next with those individuals. Sunday May 21st.
Part of the reason for doing this was to show the
What we will ask is that as a resident you make sure community who we are and what we do and who we
that wheelie bins are safe and secure and are not left
do it for- the community we live in.
on the street overnight making it an easy target for the
Hopefully the event would have been enjoyed by
group. Also if you see any youths with bins or
those who attended and hopefully the club would have
committing any other criminal or anti social acts that
generated enough interest in both players and parents
you report this immediately on 101 so that we can deal alike, to secure at least 2 teams in the U 8s and U 9s
with those individuals at the time.
age group
We are also planning a mini soccer tournament in
As a parent we are asking that you are aware of
early July so please keep an eye out for advertisements
where your children are and what they are up to whilst for up and coming events which the club will host over
they are out on the estates particularly on a Friday and the summer months.
Saturday evening.
Chairman Richard Platt.
On the first weekend of April a Section 34 dispersal
order was granted by the Inspector covering the
Audley estate. This allows us to remove the youths off
the estate or requires them to leave the estate
immediately unless they are with an adult and this is a
tool that we have to utilise should we need to again.
The last thing we would like to ask is that if anyone
has any information on the youths causing the
problems or can offer any evidence towards any
criminal acts they have committed that they contact
one of the local officers either on 101 or via the emails
below.
Jeremy.moore@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
jemma.price@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
sarah forrester@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
Joshua.carter@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
Maxine.shropshire@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk.

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.50
£7.00
£5.50
£4.50
£4.50
£9.00
£2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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A BLAST FROM THE PAST- Can You Help?
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Shelters.

A couple of years ago, I recall reading some
correspondence in the pages of an issue of the
Audley Community News, about the sites of
air-raid shelters around our parish.
There was some debate about whether or not
shelters had been placed in Hall Street Audley.
I was grateful for the loan of this photograph
opposite from Cyril Harrison, which clearly shows
a shelter on the corner of Hall street and Hill
Terrace.
The photo was probably taken on VE Day, as
people are seen dancing in the street to the
accompaniment of Audley Brass Band. Most of
the people in the photo will have passed away by
now, but it is likely that someone - maybe the two
boys in the front left, or the little girl dancing with
her mother - is still alive who recalls this event, or
who might recognise someone in the photo.

Butchers Arms

The second photograph Cyril loaned to me was
taken in the Butchers Arms Public House - as far
as I can tell. Taken in the 1960s. Amongst the
people surrounding landlady, the late Mona
Latham centre second row, are to her left Billy
Jones (known locally as Billy kag) Harry Mathews
former hairdresser (back row), Mr. & Mrs Hulse
(front right), Ernest Sybily striped tie on the left
standing. Of the people in the photo seated centre
front row, only the young barmaid may still be
alive today. Do any of your readers recognise her,
or any of the other people on the photo?
And what was the occasion a pensioners outing?
Please let the Editor know if you can help.
Bryan Carnes.
61~
63

Manufacture, design and fit
quality kitchens and bedrooms

The perfect bathroom
solution for every home

www.ssfurniture.co.uk

www.blissbathrooms.co.uk

01782 624422

01782 626108

EvErything for your homE undEr onE roof

61~
63

Silverdale
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Dan’s Legacy Continues To Succeed
Since the last
magazine we have
taken Heart
Screening to Derby
where 207 Young
People were screened
via Dan’s Memorial
fund over the
weekend of the 25th
& 26th of March.
The funding for
these 2 days was
provided by The
Nuclear Power and
Aerospace Staff
Branches of Unite the
union at Rolls-Royce
in Derby where I
work.
15 young people have had letters sent to their doctors
to recommend further monitoring or more tests
following the screening days; only time will tell if any
of them have significant defects but yet again this
emphasises the need for such events.
Since then I have been contacted by 2 more
branches of Unite and at the time of writing
discussions are ongoing to arrange screening days in 2
more locations around the midlands.
It is worth mentioning that these days, should they
happen, will be paid for by the respective areas and
that none of the money we raise locally goes anywhere
other than paying for Dan’s Heart screening days here
in our local community.
The next Dan Hughes Heart screening day will take
place at Hilton near Burton on Trent on August the
12th, this has been funded by a work colleague of
mine.
This year’s local Heart Screening days at Sir Thomas
Boughey High school take place on Saturday the 2nd
& Sunday the 3rd of September. Registration will open
around mid June and will be advertised on social
media and at various outlets around the area. There
will be 200 places available and we expect them to be
snapped up very quickly; we would ask that if you do
register then please make every effort to keep your
appointment. Last year we had 17 people who failed to
turn up which is very annoying given the amount of
time and effort put in by a lot of people to raise the
money to stage these events. Thankfully we were able
to screen Lucy Smith and Lincoln Mills who were both
found to have heart defects. Had they not have been
able to register because someone had taken up a spot
and then not bothered to turn up things may have
turned out very differently for those 2 young people.
As for the 17 who didn’t turn up ! Who knows.......
We are very pleased that Brampton recruitment of
Newcastle have chosen CRY as their nominated
charity for this year and look forward to working with

Claire, Jo and the team ; you will be seeing them at our
events over the summer.
Our first fundraiser of the year took place at Bignall
–End Cricket Club on the evening of the 18th of
March when Terry Conroy and Mark Stein entertained
over 100 people. The evening raised over £3500 and a
big thank you to everyone who attended and dug deep
to buy raffle tickets and auction items. Next up is the
Dan Hughes memorial 7 aside football tournament
which will take place at Audley F.C. on Saturday the
3rd of June. This year 16 teams will be taking part
including a team of girls which will be managed and
captained by Kim Hughes, Dan’s sister.
Last year’s winners Alsagers Bank will be reforming
to defend the trophy but face stiff competition from
Audley, Bignall End, Wolstanton and several other
established teams as well as a number of scratch teams
made up from Dan’s mates and veterans.
On the 16th of July Wood Lane CC will this year be
hosting Dan’s cricket tournament, this promises to be
another excellent day’s entertainment with defending
champions Audley playing against Wood Lane, Bignall
End and Betley with 2 scratch teams captained by
Dave Cooper and Matt Holms making up the
numbers. A special event has been arranged this year
where a team of ex Stoke City footballers will be
playing an 8 a-side cricket game against a team made
up of local veterans. Each of the 4 cricket clubs have
been asked to nominate 2 senior players who they feel
have made a significant contribution to their clubs to
play in this one off charity game.
There will be stalls on the field adjacent to the pitch
and activities and games for the kiddies as well. Food
and drink will be available throughout the day from
breakfast in the morning to lunches and a BBQ later in
the day. We have a number of sponsorship
opportunities available for local businesses so should
anyone like to get involved please get in touch on
01782 722240.
By popular demand Audley Male Voice Choir will
again be performing at the Methodist chapel in Bignall
End on the 25th of November, tickets will go on sale
later in the summer.
By the end of the year over 500 Young people will
have been screened thanks to Dan’s memorial fund
with CRY, what a legacy he is leaving.
We remain fully committed to Dan’s programme
which has already secured enough funds to provide 2
Heart screening days per year up to and including
2022 for the benefit of the young people of this
community.
If you would like to find out more about the Dan
Hughes memorial Heart screening fund and what we
are trying to achieve then please feel free to contact me
on 01782 722240 or take a look at Dan’s face book page
“in memory of Dan Hughes”.
Thank you for your continued support.
Dave Hughes.
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The Rotary Club of Audley
I pickup from the last
newsletter to write about
our speakers. These are
a major part of our
fellowship, sometimes
our own members will
speak and other times
we will have speakers
from outside of the club.
On 30th November
Mike Jessop, one of our
members, spoke about
his father, Sydney William Jessop, or Sid.
Sid was born in Edgbaston and when he was young
he had bow legs. This was corrected at an early age by
the use of splints. Physiotherapy then took the form of
walking and swimming, of which the latter he became
very proficient at as a youngster. When he left school
he had a few engineering jobs, but while in the labour
exchange he saw an advert for workers in Australia.
After an interview and a few tests he was allowed over
there to work. When he had been there for about a
year, he received a message that his mother was ill so
he bought a return ticket back to England.
He returned with £300 in his pocket, a considerable
amount in those days. He eventually decided not to
return to Australia, and invested his money in the
Royal Liver Insurance Company, and worked for them
for many years. He spent his spare time coaching
cricket, although he was not a very good player
himself.
Our speaker on 7th December was Alison Smith from
Staffordshire County Council’s group ‘Aiming High’.
Aiming High in Staffordshire commissions short break
activities for children and young people with a
disability or special educational need/additional need
and their families. Short breaks provide fun activities
outside of the school day where children and young
people can try new things and develop confidence
independently from their families or as part of a family
experience. Activities included climbing and boating
and many others. She was accompanied by Audley’s
own Denise Leigh (and her dog Crystal), who spoke
about the support that she and her young son had
received from the group.
The 4th January meeting saw Hannah Dean from local
charity ‘Ourspace’ come to talk to us.
Ourspace is a relatively new charity based in
Newcastle, in the premises of the old ‘Special
Adventure Playground’.
Although an entirely new venture, they are following
the ethics of the original charity to provide recreation
for the physically and mentally disadvantaged people
of the area.
More information can be found by searching for the
‘OurSpaceLtd’ Facebook page.
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We had a fascinating talk on 15th February from
Sophia Woodcock who is applying for a fellowship to
study at the Rotary Peace Centre in Chulalongkorn
University, Thailand. Sophia spoke about her
experiences working in conflict resolution and
stabilisation for the UN, NATO and the MOD, her
work as a mediator and her ambition to become a
Rotary Peace Fellow. The Rotary Peace Centres
programme develops leaders who become catalysts for
peace and conflict prevention and resolution.
On 8th March we had a young man, James Berger
who, supported by Volunteer Service Overseas
International Citizen Service (VSO ICS), went with
like minded young people, to live with a family in
Bangladesh. They met up with Bangladeshi volunteers
from all over the country to be part of the programme
with them. They learned about livelihoods, sexual
reproductive health and governance. Quite a busy
three months abroad for such a young but motivated
man.
We had Matthew Twigg come to speak to us on 29th
March who volunteers for STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics). From his point of
view he tries to find ongoing projects where he’ll be
involved with young people for an amount of time.
This gives him the chance to not only impart
knowledge, but help, support and guide them. Not just
in careers, but in anything they wish to talk about.
He’s passionate about getting kids involved in
engineering, who would, normally, be left along the
wayside. Many good engineers he knows and has
worked under were not academically successful, but
because they have a certain state of mind, were good
with their hands and, most importantly, were
encouraged to be successful by parents and teachers
etc, ending up being experts in their field.
A very interesting talk, especially if you are
interested in engineering, as many of our members are.
At the meeting on 5th April, Katie Tams came to speak
to us. Katie works for the Donna Louise Trust and the
main gist of her talk was to tell us about a new hospice
they are building. Up to now care for children only
continued until they were 18 years old, when they had
to go into a adult hospice, which is totally unsuitable
when they have spent a large part of their lives in the
Donna Louise environment. The build is being paid
for by BET365 Company but running costs for the
combined buildings will rise from £3M to £4.5M, all of
which must come from donations. This was a very
motivational talk.
If you would like to help support the trust please visit
www.donnalouisetrust.org for more information.
To learn more about Rotary visit our website at www.
audleyrotary.co.uk, contact us via our Facebook and
Twitter accounts or e-mail us at contact@audleyrotary.
co.uk
Ian Knight

38

features

The stute continues to thrive

Over the last year we at the Stute have made great
progress in developing the Institute. We still call it the
Stute because that’s what most people know it as.
Its been a very proactive year so far. Because of the
very wet winter, what we called a car park resembled a
quagmire, visitors cars just churned it up and made it
very unsafe and basically unusable.
This of course affected our clients. Who wants to
park in a muddy field? Well no one.
Consequently at the January meeting of the board it
was decided to have a car park created to make safe an
area for the visitors.
It was the Rotary Club of Audley that came to the
rescue of our plight, with a donation of over half of the
cost of the development. This donation was a
wonderful gift for us as funding is always a problem
under the current financial constraints. We will be
eternally grateful to Roan, Paul and Jim and the Rotary
Club of Audley for their continued support.
Our contractor of choice was Craig Poole, a local
contractor who has made a superb job on the car park
donating a free day for our cause. The car park is now
complete and in use, we now want to work on the
surrounding areas. Many thanks Craig, a cracking job.
In the background whilst the car park was on the
agenda we were advised that we had been awarded
£10,000 from the Awards For All Lottery.
I based the request on the grounds that the Institute
desperately needed to accommodate the disabled in
the parish consequently the grant was targeted at a
disabled toilet. This is an overwhelming success as this
facility is desperately needed to enhance the classes
and to create a more user friendly environment.
We now have a builder in mind and will hopefully
be starting this project very soon. Once again we are
indebted to Awards For all Team for their support and
hope it’s complete for the Christmas celebrations.
On the first of April, Donna put together a Rock N
Roll evening with a live band, Just Us and Buffet which
was enjoyed by all who attended. Miss Rachel Finney
organised a routine by the Carino Kidz group that
dance every Saturday morning helped by Julie Gourdie
and Jesse Mae Halpin This was a great performance
and stole everyone’s heart, the children paid for all
their own costumes.
It’s wonderful to see these children in the Institute
thoroughly enjoying themselves, a great night. There
will be more, adults please bring your own alcohol.
Over 18 months ago I met with Holly Madew, she’s a
local artist studying at Derby University. I’d asked her
to create an image of the Minnie Pit, the miners and
the workings, which she did. What fantastic pictures!
In fact she did two, one of the pit and the other of the
village both adorning the walls in the stute which add
poignancy to the building. The pictures are entitled
“The Price of Coal” and “The Man Behind the Pick”,
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both wonderful creations. Big thanks to Holly for all
her creative hard work. Also we need to thank His
Worship The Mayor Ian Wilkes for the Mayor’s Office
funding for Holly’s material.
We’ve had two major additions to the users and they
are Stay and Play groups, one Mondays Little Learners
is run by Kate Hennessy Bowers the other created by
Emma Brayford, Minnie’s .
Now that the car park is finished we are concentrating
on the periphery of the area. The accepted decision
made by Linda Chilton was to create a Memorial
Garden, in fact two, one for people that wanted to
remember friends and relatives, and the other was to
be a Memorial Garden for the Miners killed in the
Minnie Pit disaster. The idea is to plant 156 roses, one
for each of the Miners lost. The Institute has launched
a site for this one, so look on Facebook for Friends of
Halmer End Stute and you should see Donna Savigar’s
Site for this initiative.
Please give what you can. For the other rose garden
just bring a rose of your choice pop it in and it’ll be
looked after for you. Just a donation will help with the
weed and feed.
Coming in June Peter Smith is organising a vintage
vehicle rally. Peter, an avid vintage car fan, is
organising this to promote the Institute and to raise
some cash by donations for the Memorial Garden.
Not only will there be cars from local owners but
lorries from Alan Sturge’s Stable of heavy goods as well
as motor cycles.

If you are interested in showing your car, van, bike or
lorry please contact Mike Joynson Tel 07769194406
The photograph above shows:
Tom Wilkes High Constable of Newcastle Borough
representing his dad Ian Wilkes the Mayor is seen with
Mike Joynson and artist Holly Madew who is studying
Film Production at the Derby Uni, being presented
with a cheque in appreciation of her work. The
paintings now hang inside the Institute. Mike.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Sir Thomas Boughey 2017
Since our last article, we are pleased to welcome Mrs
Hingley as our Headteacher. Education is in a massive
state of upheaval and uncertainty at present and I’m
sure you will agree that her appointment will give the
school some much needed stability.
The term began with Year 11 pupils involved in a mock
interview evening, an annual event which helps our
pupils to take the next step into the world of work or
college. It is a delight to see pupils take this evening so
seriously, as they appear in their interview suits, slightly
apprehensive about the questions they are to face. Once
pupils had faced the challenge and received positive
feedback, they all considered the evening to be
extremely worthwhile and beneficial. We would like to
thank members of the local public who took up their
time in order to interview our pupils and help to make
this evening so successful.
Over the Easter break, a number of pupils visited
Auschwitz. As you would expect, it proved to be a very
moving and thought-provoking experience for all
concerned. The historical and emotional significance of
the visit means that the pupils will certainly never
forget the images they witnessed.
The annual evening of celebration on the 27th of April
to commemorate Mrs Thorley-Platt and the talent in
our local community was once again very successful
and we would like to take this opportunity to thank all
of you for your support and involvement.
In terms of sporting success, the U16 boys’ football
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team were crowned County Cup Winners in early April
and at the time of writing have a Sentinel Shield semifinal to look forward to as well. The school are very
proud of the whole squad and they have represented the
school thus far in an exemplary manner. Again, thank
you to all those friends and relatives who have offered
the team their invaluable support.
As you will no doubt be aware, the government changes
in the Key Stage 4 curriculum (and the move away from
grades A* - G to a 1-9 system) are moving forward
rapidly. In response to this, and in line with the
majority of other high schools in the district, from
September pupils will begin their GCSE study in Year 9.
Options have been taken and the pupils are very excited
to begin following the exam syllabus in each of their
subjects.
As we near the final half-term of the academic year,
there is still a great deal to look forward to. All of Year
10 are eagerly awaiting the start of their two week work
experience placement (and, once again, we would like
to thank those of you who have offered to accommodate
our pupils for this experience), and Year 9 are looking
forward to their week at camp (hopefully the weather
will be kind to them). As Year 11 pupils near the end of
their educational journey with us, they are particularly
looking forward to their Leavers’ Dinner (an annual
event which is thoroughly enjoyed by all).
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our
Year 11 pupils the very best and we certainly hope that
their experiences at Sir Thomas Boughey have set them
in good stead for their future.

We are Spokes Bikeshop LTD located in Silverdale.
We cater for all things pedal powered.
Open Mon - Fri 9am- 6pm
Sat 9am - 2pm
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AUDLEY PARISH ALLOTMENTS
It’s spring and there’s lots of activity on the plots as
we weed, dig and hoe in preparation for sowing
and planting out.
This year we also have some new developments
in hand after consulting members on how they
would like the site improved.
After invitations to visit Park Road Allotments in
Silverdale and Scott Lidgett Road in Longton we
came back with plenty of ideas.
We now have a communal shed for safe storage of
equipment and bulk deliveries of fertiliser for
members use. Behind the shed two permanent muck
bays are being constructed, convenient for delivery
by tractor and redistribution to individual plots.
Work has started on a paved seating area with
protection from rain, not everyone has room in their
own shed to retreat with a cup of tea when the
weather changes. It will provide a focal point for the
site with a noticeboard and table where members can
share or swap excess plants or materials.
We’re also creating a wildlife area, planting shrubs,
herbs and flowers to attract bees, butterflies and other
insects. We plan to include a small pond as
introducing water is thought to be the best way to
encourage wildlife into any garden.
Thirty years ago the idea of wildlife gardening was
considered at best eccentric and at worst lazy.
Now we recognise that working in harmony with
nature rather than trying to”tame” it with over use of
chemicals benefits the environment and we grow
healthier, hardier and more abundant crops as a
result.
Oh yes, and there’s the pleasure of it. Who doesn’t
love the scent of lavender and thyme, the sight of
butterflies on the buddleia, the hum of bees and the
companionship of a robin, perched on a spade?
Both Audley and Halmer End allotment sites
currently have short waiting lists but enquiries are
always welcome from enthusiastic beginners as much
as experienced gardeners.
At the same time as planning of the future of the site
we’re interested in discovering what we can about its
past.
If you have any photos or memories of being there,
perhaps with parents or grandparents, or knowledge of
the history of the surrounding fields please contact the
Audley Community News. Perhaps we will find
enough material for another article in a future issue.
The attached photographs shows allotment members
enjoying tea, left to right Joan Masters, Sue Sayers, Ian
Hall, Michelle Tofts, Rachel Bailey and John Webber.
Sue Sayers was a visitor from the Park Hall Allotments.
Pictured tending her excellent crop of beans is
Michelle Tofts, something she should be so proud of.
Val Pearson writes:
Over 12 years as a Parish Councillor I have observed

changes in
many ways at
the Audley
Allotments
which the
council owns. I
have gradually
discovered what
a gem they are.
The land is
nurtured wisely
using it as it was
meant to be, a
source of good
food, good
exercise and
emotional
relaxation to
men and
women who
work it. Indeed
there seems
nationwide a longing to ‘get back to the earth’. A
holistic lifestyle.
Holistic is a word that I have never really been
comfortable with so I googled it. Easy, looking after
anything, in this case the land and our health, in a way
that looks at all parts.
The allotments do this.
For those who work there is exercise, mental
relaxation and something to bash out frustration or
anger in an acceptable way. Plus great food and lovely
flowers carried home and often shared.
But I have not mentioned the fun. Last summer I
was invited to the open day.
What a revelation!
Wonderful plants of course but everyone having fun.
Chatting, teasing, making brews, sharing tips as well as
produce, all surrounded by beautiful views and friends
of all ages and attitudes.
Thank you allotmenteers for your contribution to the
life of the village Val.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley Local Action
Partnership (Lap)

Supporting our Parish Schools
Last autumn Newcastle Borough Council asked
Audley LAP if we would like to take part in a
Recycling Reward project.
The project would have to focus on community
involvement. Our committee decided to approach the
four schools in the parish to see if they would like to
be involved. If they agreed to do so there would be a
financial reward.
We suggested that each school could design its own
project, provided that it included waste minimisation,
litter reduction and recycling.
We had a very positive response from each school
– we were very impressed by their schemes which were
both very practical and imaginative. They had to be
completed within a certain time span.
Their achievements were submitted to the Borough
and eventually we were delighted to be able to donate
£1000 to each school in recognition of their work.
We know that some of the schools are carrying on
and developing their schemes which bodes well for the
environment in the future.
Jane Lancaster LAP.
Wood Lane Primary School
Since we joined the recycling campaign, the pupils of
Wood Lane Primary have set up ‘Eco Warriors’
representatives in each of the classes.
We have been litter picking in the local area,
introduced compost bins in the garden area and
reclaimed a bramble area within the outdoor garden
for the children to utilise and sit at lunch time.
We have also introduced more recycling bins in and
around school and produced posters to promote it.
We are very excited about working on our EcoGardening club next year and continuing to recycle
wherever possible.
Mrs Nicola Trigg Office Services Manager
Wood Lane Primary School.
Ravensmead Primary School.
At Ravensmead our Eco Group meet every week with
Mrs Horne and are always thinking of projects to make
our school more eco-friendly.
We now have a group of recycling monitors in KS2
who collect the paper recycling boxes from each class
and fill up the council recycling boxes outside our
school. We have also started our fruit composting in
KS1.
Two children are responsible for emptying the fruit
waste into our garden compost bins, which we then
use on the vegetable growing beds. Also the kitchen
staff have started to recycle their tins and plastic
bottles, so throughout the school now we are recycling
paper, cardboard, plastic, tin and fruit waste.
The children love their responsibility and take great
pride in reducing, reusing and recycling!

Richard Heathcote School
The Richard Heathcote school are proud to have been
asked to participate in the recycling scheme with
Audley LAP. The school’s Eco Committee decided to
make recycling a priority in our school.
In addition to the ongoing paper, plastics, glass and
tins recycling we have started to recycle cardboard,
food waste, photocopier/printer toner cartridges and
hold regular litter picks on the school grounds and in
the local community.
The photograph above was taken at the Durber Close
Community Centre on the presentation day and
shows, front row L to R Chelsea Thackeray
representing Wood Lane Primary School, Isla Graynor
and Edison Hayward representing Richard Heathcote
Primary School, second row L to R Megan Byatt and
Charlotte Mayer representing Ravensmead Primary
School, Lisa Chell and Jo Banks from Richard
Heathcote, back row L to R Jack Gater and Niamh
Hartless representing Sir Thomas Boughey School and
finally Jane Lancaster Chairperson of the Audley
Locality Action Partnership.

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944
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whats going on in and around the parish

BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB
2017 BEER FESTIVAL
STARTS ON 6TH NOVEMBER
MORE INFORMATION IN OUR
NEXT ISSUE
OR CONTACT THE CLUB

Audley Community News

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

HORSLEYS
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SAND | CEMENT | PLASTER
WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

Potteries Building
Supplies
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DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES
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CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY Sleepers
DELIVERY
Roofing Drainage
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

LOGS,
COAL &
STICKS
FOR SALE

GARDEN TOOLS
BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS
hORSE & DOG FEED
63 cHurcH street, auDley. tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.
We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs
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Electron
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227
Brochures & Samples available
84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: axelmayer@btinternet.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

william

r i ley

& so n s lt d.

Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants

ED
SE

LE
YS

TU
IX
M

ES

R

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

RI

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
email: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

