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Dear Readers,
Welcome to issue 8 of the Audley Community News. As you may be aware since the last issue of the
newsletter, the news team has been made homeless with the closure of the Audley Adult Learning Centre. For the
past 16 months we were fortunate to have this lovely old building as our home, even with all its faults it was better
than being homeless and I would like to thank Sarah Bonam and the Audley Community Centre for allowing us to
use the building. It appears Newcastle Borough Council feel that the people who held the lease, had not fulfilled
their commitment of keeping up the building to a proper standard. It’s a pity they never did the same to the people
who held the lease for all those past years of use. I do feel that it’s so easy to pass the buck and blame someone
else for problems that should have never occurred, if only they had their eyes open. Why is it, that it appears
when Audley asks for anything from the Borough Council, there is either no money or some other feeble excuse. I
do hope they realise, that we in the Parish of Audley, also pay our community charges. It’s so easy for us to be
forgotten as we live over the hill, but when it comes to spending in other areas around the Borough, money seems
to be no object, a million here a few thousand there.
I do realise we have a Parish Council, but it appears they have limited powers and also limited funding.
Audley has plenty to offer to the parishioners, all we need is a little help from the powers above at the Borough
Council, instead of their normal attitude of burying their head in the sands where Audley is concerned.
Do you think if we had no Parish Council and relied on the Borough to govern us we may be in a better position?
Your comments would be most welcome, either for or against.
It was great to see a children's section in our last issue, we do hope to continue to encourage the children of the
parish to have an input.
Well that’s enough from me, let’s just sit back and read issue 8, but please send your comments to me, about
anything you find in the magazine and items you wish to be brought out into the open.
I wish to thank everyone who has made donations, I have been overwhelmed with their kindness and lovely
letters of comments. We continue to appeal for information, therefore please put pen to paper.
See you next time. Editor Ernie.

BT Award for Newsletter
Audley Community Newsletter would like to take this opportunity to thank BT & Microsoft, for
the donation of a new computer, twelve months internet connection and the relevant software. This award has
been made by the BT Community Connections project team. This equipment will be of great use to the news
team and will enable them to continue to produce further issues of the Audley Community Newsletter.
The award shows that BT & Microsoft are committed to assist community groups by providing computers and
internet connections. As we are a voluntary group in the local community, we feel that without the support of
companies like BT & Microsoft, our project would no longer exist. Many thanks to the (Project Team).

Kind regards Ernie Editor.

Quaint View
from the parish.
Answer on page 25
Where was this
photograph taken?
The picture shown
is of a building no
longer with us.
It was demolished
many years ago.
If you have any
photographs from
the past that we
could use, please
send them to the
Editor.
01782 721565

Audley & District Family History Society
Castle Hill Farm
Castle Hill Farmhouse still stands today in Nantwich Road Audley, opposite the entrance to Church Street.
Early documents mention the Kelsall family as owners of the estate and the Alsager family as tenants of the
Kelsalls in 1777. The Boughey family later purchased the estate. By 1810 the Rubotham family were
tenants and were still there in 1871. The Booth family took over some time in the 1870’s. Finally a daughter
of the Booths married a Proctor and it was this family who were at the farm from at least 1912 until 1929.
The farmland varied in size over the years from 110 to 150 acres. It comprised the Castle Hill itself,
Townfields and other land behind the farmhouse extending to Alsager Road. There is also land adjoining
Park Lane and Nantwich Road. The land also extends to Coopers Green, adjoining Moat Lane.
The present building dates from 1870 and was built in roughly the same position as the earlier building. It
remained a farmhouse until 1929. In 1930 it became the headquarters of Audley Urban District Council.
This was short lived, as Audley lost its urban status in 1932 and became a part of Newcastle-under-Lyme
Rural District, but the premises remained to serve the new council, both as a maintenance depot and council
offices. In addition to its use by Audley Parish Council until recent times, it has served many functions for
Audley over the years, including that of an Adult Education Centre.
1929 Photograph of Castle Hill Farm

Present day Castle Hill Farm.

Castle Hill Farm in 1837
Audley & District Family Society
Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall:
Admission £1.00 to non-members all are welcome.
Research 2-4pm. on Wed. 1st June / Wed. 6th July /
Wed. 3rd August
Research 7-9pm. on Fri. 3rd June / Fri. 5th August.
Talk 7.30-9pm on Fri. 1st July
All enquiries Tel. 01782 720495
Chapel Photos appeal.
Following my appeal in the December 2004 issue of the newsletter some photos were gratefully
received. We are still seeking photos of the Wood Street, Boon Hill and Shraley Brook Chapels to
complete the collection. Can anyone help? Do you have a street photo, which a chapel may be
on, or a photo of anyone standing outside a chapel? If you can help, please contact the newsletter
editor or the
Audley & District Family History Society.
Clive Millington

Readers Letters
Memories from the past:
Dear Editor,
After reading your magazine my memories
came flooding back to when I was a lad. Who remembers
Eric Farmer tearing around (the Patch) on his truck (4
pram wheels fixed to an old orange box) with Patch and
Co painted on the side. Or the times we used to tie door
knobs together and then knock on both doors.
That was harmless fun we had as kids all those years ago.
I will look out some old photos for you in the next few
weeks, so that you may include them in your magazine.
I used to live in Hougher Wall, just below and on the
opposite side to Eric Farmer. I remember many years
ago, Eric was a cement mixer lorry driver. I asked him
that if ever he had any spare cement on his lorry when
finish work, I would love to have it. I then lived along the
(Level) and one day Beryl my wife rang me at work to say
there was a load of wet cement dumped in the drive. Off I
went home to find the two kids , loading a barrow to take
it down the drive, I got home just in time to level it out.
Talk about hard work, but in the end we just managed to
lay it before it went off in a lump. It made a brilliant drive
and it was still ok when we left 15 years later. How lucky
can you be.
I wish I still lived in Audley, then I could get involved
with the Newsletter.
All the best: Stan Stubbs.

Dear Sir,
Some time back I was reading an issue of
the Audley Community News, when I came across
an article written by Jack Warham. At the time I
was researching my Dale family in Mow Cop,
Norton, Woodlane and Audley. I discovered that
my great, great Grandfather Ephriam Dale,
married into the Warham family when he married
Amy Warham in Audley in 1856, who was the
daughter of Andrew and Hannah Warham. I
thought that Jack Warham might be connected to
the same family. Thanks to your help I was able to
make contact with Jack Warham and found that we
were connected. I contacted and sent Jack some
information, in return he kindly sent me a lot of
valuable information, which I was most grateful
for. Many thanks for all your help.
Chris McCready.
Dear Editor,
As a subscriber to the newsletter, who
is unable to get out of my home very often, I would
like to say how much I look forward to the arrival
of every issue of the Audley Community News.
Your magazine has helped me to keep in contact
with a village where I spent most of my early years,
having left to live in Devon many years ago.
Congratulations on an excellent magazine.
Fredrick Millington

Dear Editor,
I was delighted to receive a copy of the
Audley Community News from my auntie Ellen Condliffe,
who lives on Ravens Lane Bignall End. Ellen is the only
auntie I have left out of a very large family of the
Condliffe’s in Bignall End. Her husband was the late
Spencer Condliffe and was a fireplace specialist who had
his factory in Ravens Lane for many years.
I was delighted with your magazine which reawakened
old memories of my youth and after forty years of
marriage and living in Newark Nottinghamshire it gave
me a great boost reading about the village.
My mother Hilda and father Fred Leighton, have passed
away, they lived in Albert Street Bignall End. I do have a
sister-in-law, Monica Condliffe, who has recently wrote
to your magazine, we do keep in touch with news of
people from the past from the Audley village.
I would be delighted to hear from anyone who remembers
me, to get in touch. If there is any of my old friends from
Halmer End school, who would like to contact me I would
be so pleased to hear from them.
Thank you once again for a lovely magazine.
Margaret Callaghan (nee Leighton)
99 Hawton Lane, New Balderton,
Newark Nottinghamshire. NG24 3EH

Where was this taken?
This photograph has been sent to the newsletter by
a reader who has offered a £5 prize to the first
person to say where it was taken.
Answer to the Editor at the usual address.

Readers Letters
Dear Editor,
You asked for photographs of old local
Chapels. The one on the right of the page is
probably the last one taken of The People’s
Methodist Chapel which once stood in
Church Street Audley. This was demolished
in the early 1970’s, a very sad photograph
of a really beautiful building now lost from
the Parish. To see this photograph brought
the happy memories flooding back. My
dearly loved late husband Frank and I were
married in this Chapel on the 14th May
1955. This was also a very special sporting
day when! (Wereton Queens Park won the
Cup).
All three of our children were all baptised in the Chapel, I could go on talking about the Sunday School
Anniversaries also in May when the Chapel was filled to capacity upstairs and down. HAPPY DAYS
Keep up the good work I so enjoy your magazine.
Sincerely Valda Washington, Audley.
Dear Editor,
In response to Pam Stevenson (nee Rhodes)
Enquiring if anyone remembered the operetta we
created and performed at Halmer End school in 1959.
It was called (Life can be Fun) and I remember it well.
The script and music were based on students ideas and
written by ourselves. Mr Croft, the headmaster at that
time was a kindly man who tried to create a happy school
with a broad liberal education on offer. Stimulation of
the students imagination and independent original
thinking complemented exposure to music, literature and
the arts-we had visiting world-class musicians, speakers
and actors visit and perform for the whole school.
You will see from the enclosed copy of the original
programme that the operetta had a cast of 26, an
orchestra 28 strong, 26 additional students and staff
involved in the production. That is a total of 80 out of a
school population of about 250 at the time.
It is good to know that Pam still remembers what good
times we had at Halmer End in those days.

Your local property repairer

Dear Editor,
Having moved from the Audley area in
1967 to Blackpool, then in 1975 on to Poulton-LeFylde, naturally I am always eager for news of old
friends, events and haunts etc. So when my
daughter’s friend, who had moved to Boon Hill
about eighteen months ago came to visit, she
brought with her a copy of the Audley Community
News.
I was surprised and delighted to find that the
photograph printed on page four with the
charabanc party, was a copy of one that I inherited
from my late mother.
My mother is in fact the lady sitting extreme right
and her aunt Liza is on her right my father is
standing extreme right at the back.
I appreciate the trip of nostalgia, reading through
the letters about the past and of the strong links
with the Mining Industry that Audley Parish has
got.
My father was a miner. I remember as a 15year
old with my friend (Jean Carter), we were taken
down Holditch Pit, wearing overalls and a helmet.
Riding on the trucks, we were awestruck with the
experience of the big steel doors shutting off the
different corridors.
My parents were Fred and Jessica Howell who
lived in (Rye Hills).
I would welcome any old friends or acquaintances
who would like to get in touch again, just to chat
over old times and bring ourselves up to date.

Mobile 07976 715352

Many thanks,
Mrs Ellie Pemberton (Sumnall, nee Howell)

Yours sincerely
Ivan Price former teacher.

Michael D. Lycett
D.P.C. Timber Treatments
&
Property Renovations
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN

Dog
Care Centre

Audley

Designer Dog

Qualified
Carer

Professional Grooming Service
For all Breeds
Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc.
Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,
ST7 8PY

Personal Friendly Service
All For Your Dogs Well Being

Audley
Christian Viewpoint 2005
Saturday June 18th
An evening with
Anne Atkins
Anne, best known for her T.V. appearances
on “Question Time” etc. Also for newspaper
“Agony Aunting” is also a popular author of
both fiction and non fiction books.
This will be a great evening for Mums,
Dads and Grandparents. In fact anyone who
loves children and wants the best for them.

Tickets: £5 (Including Dinner)
For more information please contact either:
Wendy Tel 01782 / 720381
Barbara Tel 01782 / 720352
……………………………..

September 3rd 2005 Safari Supper
……………………………….

November 26th
“Christmas begins right here”
There will be more information with
reference to these two events in the
September Issue of the Newsletter.

Successful appeal by Newsletter.
Bagley/Binden
Audley Community News made an appeal in our last
issue, on page 25, with a photograph which has caused a
number of problems for Patricia Roe of Poole. We have
received the following correspondence.
Dear Sir,
You recently published a family history
photograph (taken at Alsager) plus an enquiry about the
Bagley/Binden family sent in on my behalf by Pam
Stevenson.
I’m delighted to be able to tell you that after your recent
telephone call, which put me into contact with a Beryl
Beech (from Newcastle under Lyme) who had
recognised my maiden name of BIDEN, she was also
able to inform me that the (Bagley family of Keele)
whom I’ve been searching for, for the past three and a
half years, was in fact BAYLEY.
Beryl remembered her father Arthur Richardson going to
dinner at my fathers house (Leonard Binden) in the early
1950’s down in Bournemouth. The Binden’s being
Master Builders and also Organ repairers. This would
also fit in because both my father and grandfather used
to play the church organ. My grandfather Hubert
Charles Binden, actually built an organ in the back room
of his house.
Beryl thinks my Great grandfather Tom Binden
probably travelled up to Keele to repair a church organ
and that is where he met his future wife Elizabeth Jane
Bayley, but I’ve obviously got to do more research to try
and confirm this.
The father of Elizabeth was William Bayley and on her
marriage certificate it says he was a farm Bailiff.
Another thing I’ve yet to find out is whether he perhaps
worked on the Sneyd Estate, or did his whole family move
down here to Dorset.
Exciting times ahead and it’s all due to yourself and
Pam Stevenson for having the foresight to not only send
in but publish my enquiry in your Audley Community
News.
Many thanks once again.
Yours sincerely
Patricia Roe (nee Binden)

Vandalism in the Village
Audley Community Centre, has for the second time this
year, had the public toilets situated on the external part
of the building, completely vandalised.
Why on earth do these mindless people have a need to
damage these toilets is beyond belief.
If you have any information please do not hesitate to
contact your local police. Tel: 08453 302010

SCRAGG & LUNT
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T.V / Video & DVD
Washing Machines & Dryers

SALES-SERVICE-REPAIRS
Fridge & Freezer

For All Your Household Electrical Appliances
All Work
Undertaken
Fully Guaranteed

82 CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
SOT STAFFS ST7 8EE
Tel: / Fax: 01782 720257

POLICE NOTICE
The new number for non-emergency calls to
Staffordshire Police is
08453 302010
Sad Loss.

Ron Madew

It saddens me to report the death in February 2005 of Ron
Madew, who lived in Alsager Road Audley. Ron was a very
well known and respected parishioner, who spent his life
being involved with many of the projects in and around the
parish.
For many years Ron was one of the people who were mainly
responsible for the organisation of the Betley Flower Show.
Ron also was well know for his choral skills, being a
member of local choirs for many years.
For the past 15 years Ron had a great influence on the
successful introduction of the Audley Parish Bowling Club,
where he kept a tight rein on the finances, as he was the
treasurer. We also have to be most grateful to him, for his
agricultural skills, he was mainly responsible to make sure
that the maintenance of the bowling green was kept to a
great standard.
We at the bowling club know that he will be sadly missed by
all who knew him and especially the members and team
mates of the Audley Parish Bowling Club.
We would like to pass on our condolences to his family.
Condolences.

Mary Moulton

We sadly have to report the death of Mary Moulton, who
passed away in February 2005. Mrs Moulton who lived in
Wood Street Bignall End, was the wife of the late George
Moulton, who was a former local councillor. As editor of
the newsletter, I must say what a wonderful lady Mrs
Moulton was, as she often contacted me about the
Newsletter and was a great supporter of the magazine.
We would like to pass on our condolences to her friends and
family. Editor.

Children of Audley
Residents Association

‘FUN DAY’
Queen Street Playing
Fields Wereton Road Audley
Saturday 9th July 2005
Starts 12 Midday
For further information
Tel: Mary Moss at 01782 / 720104

Dennis Cartledge
Funeral Directors
Audley Funeral Home
Ravens Lane Bignall End
Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed

Audley? Down Under
Photograph above shows an 1890’s scene of an idyllic place in Australia named Audley. In 1792 Lord Audley
discovered and named this lovely exotic place while he was out in Australia exploring.
This is now a part of the National Park and is well worth a visit.
The Hut has been there since 1893, as a hire boat house. As seen in the early photograph, an area well used
for relaxing and boating.
They also introduced freshwater fish to the dam above for the benefit of the anglers.

Public Footpaths Reply.
Dear Editor,
In response to your enquiry about Public Footpaths in
the Parish, I can confirm that many stiles and some sections of
footpath are dangerous and in disrepair.
The footpath from Great Oak Road along by the Brierley Brook to
the children's recreation ground. Then on to the cemetery at the
bottom of Albert Street Bignall End has broken away in places and
fallen into the brook. It is dangerous for children and impassable
for the elderly people.
The stile from Alsager Road, to the Millennium Green near to
‘The Waterfalls’, has lost its bottom step. The surviving second
step is too high for elderly people.
The two stiles on the path from the Millennium Green, to Cross
Lane, are both in a dangerous state of disrepair.
The County Council are now responsible for the
upkeep of our footpaths, so that anyone who is concerned about
the shortcomings of the service should speak to our County
Councillor and ring 0800232323 to make a formal complaint. I
first complained on the 2nd of July 2003 about the above
problems and have reminded them about these problems since, but
we have still seen no action.
Yours sincerely I. Price.

A Smile From
Down Under.
We thank Ros again for a few
smiles.
(Kids)
When your Mum is mad at your Dad,
don’t let her brush your hair.
You can’t trust a dog to watch food.
You can’t hide a piece of broccoli in a
glass of milk.
(Growing old)
Time may be a great healer, but it’s a
lousy beautician.
When you fall down, you wonder what
else you can do while you’re down there.
You’re getting old when you get the
same sensation from a rocking chair that
you once got from a roller coaster.
More next time

We continue with our school photographs.

Wood Lane School 1929.

Partnership for Life.
School photograph above shows the infant pupils attending Wood Lane School in 1929.
Who would have ever believed that two of the pupils would not only in years to come, return as
husband & wife, they would also eventually do full circle returning to the parish as, Headmaster and
Teacher.
Showing from left to right on the front row, No1 with his hands on his knees is Graham Heath aged 4 and
kneeling at position No 6 looking pretty, is Jean Maddock (the future Mrs Jean Heath) aged 5.
After completing their infant education at Wood Lane School, they both continued their education, Jean went
on to the Orme Girls School and Graham enrolled at the Wolstanton Grammar School. After their formal
education they both decided to take up the challenge of qualifying as teachers. Jean decided to enrol at the
Bangor College for a number of years, where she did indeed qualify as a teacher. Graham went on to
Exeter to get his qualifications. Following Jean’s qualification she took up the post as a teacher at the
Kidsgrove Primary School, then went on to teach at Watlands School for two years, Finally Jean went on to
teach at Halmer End School, where she spent 27 very good years as a well respected teacher until her
retirement.
Graham who also had qualified as a teacher, went on to train as a fighter pilot during the war, going to
Oklahoma in America to do his training. Their friendship continued to blossom, then on the 24th August
1946, Jean and Graham were married. When Graham came out of the RAF he also took up the post as a
teacher at Kidsgrove Primary School. Graham eventually applied and was successful to take up the
position of headmaster at the Betley School, where he spent 7 successful years.
Graham then did full circle, returning to Wood Lane School as headmaster and continued there until his
retirement.
Mrs Heath is still living in the parish, but unfortunately Graham passed away a few years ago.
I would like to pass on my good wishes to Mrs Heath and to thank her for those hard days she had trying to
teach me as a 12 year old at Halmer End. Doing what I do now proves some of her hard work was well
worth it. Editor.
This story shows how people of the parish, do return back to the village.

Food For Thought

Apple Cake
8ozs./227g.Self-raising flour.
4ozs/ 113g butter
4 ozs/113g caster sugar
2 Eggs,
1 Teaspoon of salt,
1 oz /27g soft brown sugar,
1 lb/454g Cooking or dessert apples.
Method
Peel, core and chop apples. Sift the flour and salt into a
mixing bowl and rub in the butter until like breadcrumbs.
Mix in the apples, sugar and eggs.
Turn into a greased 8”/9” cake tin. Level off the top and
sprinkle with the brown sugar.
Bake in a preheated moderately hot oven at 200C/400F
or Gas Mark 6 for 30 to 40 mins.
Allow to shrink slightly before turning out.
Serve hot with clotted cream or split and buttered.
If eating cold, cool on a wire tray and serve with butter

Raspberry Bar
3
4
8
1

ozs/85g. caster sugar
ozs/113g. butter
ozs/227g. S.R. flour
egg

Sausage Pie
1lb/454g cooked mashed
potatoes
1lb/454g sausages
1 peeled and sliced onion
1 garlic clove peeled & crushed
Pinch chilli pepper
1 tblsp. plain flour
5fl. ozs chicken stock
1 450 gram tin baked beans
Salt and pepper
Butter/Oil for frying sausages
Method
Preheat oven to Gas Mark 3 325F
Fry sausages until cooked and
cut into 2-3 pieces and lay them in
bottom of a greased casserole dish.
Add a little more butter to
frying pan and soften onion and garlic.
Season with salt and pepper and add
chilli pepper.
When soft, add flour and stir
well, slowly add chicken stock and
continue cooking for 2-3mins. Add the
baked beans to the pan and mix in
well.
Pour mixture over sausages
and cover with mashed potatoes.
Bake in the oven for about 30-45mins
or until potatoes are golden brown.

Topping

1 egg
1 cup dessicated coconut
1½ cups caster sugar
Raspberry jam

Method

Line a deep swiss roll tin with greaseproof
paper and grease well.
Preheat the oven to Gas Mark 4, 350F
Beat butter and sugar until creamy.
Add egg and the sifted flour.
Press the mixture well into the tin.
Spread with the raspberry jam.
Mix together topping ingredients and with a
fork spread over the jam.
Bake in a low position in the oven for
approximately 45 mins.
Cut into finger slices when cold.

If you have any recipes to share with our
readers please send them to the usual address.

Cooking Tips
A few drops of lemon juice added to freshly made
mustard will prevent a crust forming and keep it fresh.
Add a little malt vinegar to a good fish or pancake batter
and it will become lighter.
To prevent a dark ring forming between yolks and
whites of hard boiled eggs, cool under running cold
water, then cover with cold water.

Audley Health Centre
Opening Times
Monday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Tuesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Wednesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Thursday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Friday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Saturday Closed
Surgery Telephone Number (01782) 721345
*********************************************************************************************************

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782) 720201)
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)

Readers Reply
Audley Adult Learning Centre/Council Tax/Parish Council
Dear Editor.
Thanks for the latest copy of the Audley Community News. It is always a pleasure to read and I
appreciate it very much even though I am not a native of the area. I have lived here over 30 years and
during that time there have been many changes that you can easily forget.
I was horrified to read your article on page 16 entitled ‘Audley Adult Centre Shut We told you so!’ I also
saw an article about it in the Sentinel recently. It is so unbelievable that no one from the council has even
had the sense to have obtained an accurate estimate for the repair work that is needed to bring it up to
standard, all we have is a stab in the dark estimate branded about. I ask myself ‘do the council really want
this building or are they deliberately letting it become prey to local vandals and then demolish it when it
goes beyond the point of no return’. Or do they have some hidden agenda and in the course of time it sells
cheaply to some property developer for conversion to apartments etc? We need someone to be honest and
come forward and state the truth or am I only dreaming and in cloud cuckoo land? The building and setting
by Castle Hill needs to remain intact with all its history.
As regards the repairs costs not being available, I would like to know just what the council spends the council
tax on in the Audley area compared to other parts of the Borough. I note that at the end of Wereton Road on
the site of the Old Gas Works they are building a few houses that are selling from £350k upwards and this
will generate a council tax of at least £3000 per house. Once the council have put the road in what more is
there for them to provide? What pot does that extra money fall into? The same can be said for the large
number of houses built on the Old Michelin site at Crackley Bank. Extra money again or does that go to
prop up some council deficit elsewhere?
I note with great interest that some parts of the Borough have brand new play areas erected for the local
children (note the one at the end of Deans Lane in Red Street). Why has Audley and surrounding areas
never been considered for these? We in these villages seem to only get the left overs. I recall that many
years ago a fund was opened to build a swimming pool at Halmer End, 20 years ago I was told it was
around £15k mark. I appreciate that to use those funds for other purposes requires legal action, but I would
like to know if the money that is no where enough for a pool will stay in that fund gathering dust for eternity
or will some bright person realise that there are local needs in these villages and attempt to do the right thing
and release that money.
One point that I forgot to raise was the fact that upon receiving my latest Council Tax bill, I noted that the
Audley Parish charge has been increased by 140.8%. What does the Parish Council do for that and do we
really need them or are they now an outdated institution? Perhaps the increase is so that they can repair
the Audley Adult Centre!!!!!!!
Thanks again for the excellent work that you do on the newsletter.
P Eyres, Bignall End.
Audley Community News do try
to ensure, wherever possible that
all the information contained in
the newsletter is accurate.
Information received for
publication is sometimes
impossible to clarify for accuracy.
Therefore we cannot take any
responsibility for any
inaccuracies which may be found
in any: Facts, Texts, Email
addresses, Telephone numbers or
Addresses, which may be
contained in this Newsletter.
Editor

“ For All Occasions”
Flowers & Bouquets
Hand ties etc
Greeting Cards For all occasions

80A Church Street Audley Sot Staffs.
Funeral Tributes
Wedding Flowers
& Gifts
For all Occasions

Tel: 01782 720060
Order Your Flowers & Bouquets.

Same Day Delivery.
Free Delivery in the Parish.
Sunday Delivery by Arrangement.

Poem & Rhymes
Fanfare of Spring.
Daffodils so gold, so tall
Standing bold and proud.
You can almost hear those trumpets
Playing out so loud.
Grandstand of the orchard,
Displaying amongst the trees,
Throughout early days ‘till April ends.
Just how those colours please.
Watch the robin redbreast
Tilt his head tossing and sigh.
You can almost hear him whisper;
“What a show! Oh my! Oh my!”
Blackbird with his yellow beak,
Calls out presence with strange alarm.
Gliding between each impressive profusion,
Thus adding to springs’ melodic charms.
Gently in the breeze now swaying,
As speckled thrush gives an Easter callWhile listening among those golden trumpets,
Daffodils, daffodils so gold, so tall.

The Indispensable Man
Some time when you’re feeling important,
Some time when your ego’s in bloom,
Some time when you take it for granted
You’re the most qualified man in the room;
Some time when you think that your going
would leave an unfillable hole,
Just follow these simple instructions
And see how it humbles your soul.
Take a bucket and fill it with water
Put your hand in it, up to your wrist;
Take it out and the hole that remains there
Is the measure of how much you’ll be missed.
You can splash it around while it’s there;
You can stir up the water galore
yet remove it, and then in a moment,
The water’s the same as before.

Peter W. Hodgkins.

The moral of this is quite simple
Do the best that you possibly can,
Be proud of yourself, but remember;
There is no indispensable man.

A PACK OF DAFT BETWEEN FRIENDS
Bill and Betty Blue Tit went searching for a site
Where they might raise a family quite safe by day and night.
They favoured peace and quiet or just a little noise
Away from thieving Magpies and naughty little boys.
They went to Leslie Machin’s house where food was in supply
Like little grubs and insects and millions of greenfly
Les had put a box up but the hole was facing south
Too hot for any little chicks left foaming at the mouth.
Then they went to Sheila’s box. They liked the look of that
Until they saw the mighty paws of a hungry ginger cat.
Next they went to Ernie’s, his box looked to the east
But when cold winds blow even without snow it’s a site they like the least.
A stone wall or a tree stump may have served them best
But they knew not of a good one facing north or west
So off they flew to John Webb’s and his box made out of oak
With a newly felted roof top through which rains will never soak
Inside its dry and roomy where the young can spread a wing
Eat and drink in comfort off the food their parents bring
Now the moral of the story is that you should use your wits
Act like John and instead of none you could have nesting tits.
(Our Wizard of Rhyme.)

Kevin Plant who is the propriety of
Plants Sweet & Cards shop, of
Church Street Audley, is selling all
the reusable containers from his
shop, then he is donating the
proceeds to the Newsletter funds.

Derrick Bate.

Many thanks Kevin, Editor.

Donation to Newsletter

Audley W.I. 50 Years Celebration
The Audley W.I will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary this year. We still have three founder
members in our group, Kath Windsor, Nancy Ruscoe and Hazel Taylor who will be guests at our
Special Birthday Party on the 15th June 2005.
Doris Carter was apparently the instigator of our group and the first of our meetings were held at her home
in Chester Road Audley. They then held their meetings at the Boughey Hall in the village and judging by the
photographs they enjoyed a large membership. In those days to join the group you were vetted and you also
had to wear a hat.
The W.I is a National Organisation, our head office being in London and has been known to be A Force to be
Reckoned With. We support the A.C.W.W, Associated Country Women of the World. The Women's Institute
was initiated to introduce women in rural areas to a wider range of possibilities and skills. To learn about a
wide variety of health, social, economic and environmental issues. To improve the quality of life in our
families and our community.
The W.I has its own college in Denman near Oxford, where you can enrol in a number of interesting and
varied courses.
The Audley W.I which has combined recently with Bignall End and Alsagers Bank, has now become the
Audley & District W.I and has given support throughout the Audley Parish for many years.
Over the past few years we have supported many of the charitable events throughout the village including,
providing a float for the local carnival, putting on local shows, in particular the Old Time Musical Hall for
the village ( don't think they could do the Can-Can anymore ). We have also planted numerous trees in and
around the village. On Blood Donor Day in the village, we have provided teas for the people of the village
who have kindly provided their blood. Fashion Shows were also exciting times, with a great deal of fun had
by all. For many years we held a Mothers Day Fayre for the children, enabling them to get a present with
their pocket money, then the proceeds of the event being donated to local children's charities. Taking part in
local walks around our village is also an event in which we participate, but these have to include hostelries on
route for liquid refreshment, so if you observe a group of ladies in walking boots, a little worse for wear, ( Say
no more ).
This year we will be entering the Betley Show as usual, where we have been very successful for a number of
years, we are current holders of the cup. We are very lucky to have some very Crafty and Arty ladies in our
groups, throughout the Parish.
Where have the last 50 years gone? Here’s to our next 50 years and if we have only half the enjoyment we
have already had, we will be having exciting times ahead. If you wish to come along to see for yourself just
how much we enjoy ourselves don't hesitate, just contact me Anne or Glenis telephone numbers below.
Anne 01782 / 721957 or Glenis 01782 / 722009

Audley W.I
March 1955.
Photograph
showing founder
members of the
Audley Women's
Institute
Lady shown
standing centre front
row dressed in dark
clothing is Mrs Doris
Carter who was the
instigator of the Audley
group.
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Audley Community Centre
Car Boot Sale

Dog Grooming Service
Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Last Saturday of Every Month
For further information contact:
Tel: 01782 / 723469

Tel: 01782 721735
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30 Years Experience

War Ends 1945
60 Years Celebration

On the 8th of May 1945, the country could start to celebrate the
end of the War, as the joint efforts of the allied troops over ran
the German Army. This brought the end of a tragic event in
history that no one should ever forget. As a nation we can never
forget the many thousands of brave men and women who lost
Does any one know?
their lives to give us the freedom we now so enjoy.
Questions are being asked, whatever has
Below are two photographs taken when the Parish of Audley
happened to our temporary Doctors
started to celebrate. Hopefully there may be someone who can be
Surgery? We were told that this centre
would be up and running before the start of recognised from the celebrations, if so please inform the
Editor.
the cricket season. But it appears that the
players are up and running, with no sign of The photographs were taken in and around Hall Street Audley.
a surgery. Can anyone help?
357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH

Audley Fruit Shop
Trivia Issue ‘7’
‘Winner’ Mrs V Downes
Vernon Avenue Audley

Car Vandalised
On Thursday the 12th of May 2005, the
wreckage of a car was found outside the
Old Audley Council offices, it had been
completely burned out. During the fire it
also damaged a car parked next to it.

Kwik Save Break-in
There has been a robbery at the Kwik
Save store in Church Street Audley.
Thieves removed the protecting metal
shutters, then broke into the store, taking
a substantial amount of goods.
If you have any information please contact
your local Police their telephone number
is:
08453 302010

The Village Fruit Shop
1. What is the chemical symbol for the element
gold?
2. From the TV series, what is Inspector Morse’s
Christian name?
3. Sabena is the national airline of which country?
4. Who sang the theme tune for the James Bond
film “You Only Live Twice?”
5. The song “You’ll Never Walk Alone” is from
which musical?
6. Two wives outlived King Henry VIII, can you
name them?
7. Which famous actor’s real name is Maurice
Micklewhite?
8. Cirrus and Cumulus are types of what?
9. In the phonetic alphabet what does Q stand for?
10. The ships of the Merchant Navy fly which flag?
11. How many years of marriage are celebrated on
a crystal anniversary?
12. Saddlebacks and Gloucester Old Spots are
which type of animal?

The Village Fruit Shop Trivia
27 Church Street Audley Sot
Tel: 721885
This Trivia is sponsored by
The Village Fruit Shop.
The Winner of the Trivia will receive a:

The new name for
Audley News
YES!
OCCASIONS IS BACK
With a full range of cards and
unique, quality gifts
in addition to
Home delivery news service.
Extended range of magazines.
Confectionery.
Stationery.
Lottery

OCCASIONS
78 Church Street

Bouquet of Flowers
To participate you must send your entries to
ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL
If you live in the Parish and Win the Trivia the
flowers will be delivered. If you live outside of
the Parish you must collect your prize.

Entries in by August 1st 2005

The Fred White Memorial Night
Audley Workingmen's Club
Thursday 25th August 2005.
7.00pm to 11.00pm

“A Night of Entertainment not to miss”
Bingo & Raffles
IN AID OF WARD 73 CITY GENERAL HOSPITAL
CANCER WARD
For further information call Debbie: 07986178404

Mr BRADSHAW.
Tel: 07762285315

Audley Council Infants School
1937
Were you there?
Can you help to name the children?
Please let the newsletter know.

‘Mummy. What’s that
wrinkled old thing grandma
keeps talking about
‘ Oh that will be granddad’

CONNEXIONS
DROP-IN SESSIONS
FRIDAYS FROM 2pm—3pm
IN AUDLEY LIBRARY
Aimed at 16 to 19 year olds who may be
unemployed, doing a course at college they hate
and want to change, may be working part time
and want full time work, perhaps at home with a
young baby or don’t know what to do and want
to know what's out there for them.
Contact Louise Ibbotson on 01782 297383, email
louise.ibbotson@cxstaffs.co.uk or just drop into
Audley Library on a Friday between 2pm-3pm

To Advertise in the Audley Community News
Tel: 01782 721565 / or 07742634944

In the Potting Shed.
Just a few wise words
( Men owe much to the garden spade, It’s one place
where they can guarantee to put their foot down).
This is what we all have been waiting for, that
currant bun shining in the sky. Here are just a few
tips which may help you through the gardening
season..
Mow your lawn regularly, never removing more than
one third of the grass height per cut.

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES

To kill toadstools or fungi on the lawn, water the
area, with diluted Jeyes Fluid. This will not damage
the grass.

COUNCILOR
ANDREW WEMYSS

Save your old teabags and line your hanging baskets
with them. They make an excellent lining for
retaining water and are also a good fertiliser.

Tel. (01782) 723117

Old sponges can also be use in the bottom of your
pots and flower baskets. This will save on watering
and help to retain moisture.

andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
***************************************

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES
Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for any
information regarding Council matters.

To avoid the spread of plant diseases, always wash
pots and containers with a mild disinfectant solution.
Then before re-potting rinse out with clean water.
To save money, use water containing a solution of
washing up liquid and water to treat aphids.
A garden hose, reels up more easily and won’t crack,
if it is possible to run hot water through at the end of
it’s use.
We would welcome our readers to pass on their
gardening hints and tips.
Please send to usual address.

Halmer End to the USA. ‘Just a visit’
Who would have thought a trip to America would have lasted almost a life time. At the age of
22, Evelyn Brockley set out on a months journey, from her home in the village of Halmer End, just to see what
America was like in the early 1900’s. Evelyn who had never sailed before, decided to take the plunge.
Never would you have thought that she would have been celebrating her 105th birthday in January 2005
and still living in America.
Evelyn, who was born in 1900, decided to take a trip to America, with the support of her father Thomas, but not
the approval of her mother. At the time of her visit, it had been reported that there was a White Slavery Trade,
going on with new immigrants to America. Evelyn did in fact know people who had emigrated and were living
in America, the Parker family and was invited to visit them. The Parker family did warn her of the perils
which she may encounter and said if she was serious about coming to America she would have to be sponsored
by the family. This would mean she would then have someone to take care of her needs during her visit.
She left England to make the long voyage across the Atlantic, on the ship Algeria. This was a very old boat
and she was very sea sick, in fact she was sick on the whole of the outward journey.
Upon arrival in Boston, government officials and officials from the Blue Cross helped her fill out the proper
forms. Unfortunately the person who was supposed to meet her, never turned up. There were many people
who had gathered to meet the ship as it docked in Boston. Evelyn should have been met by Mrs Parker, in fact
it was her friend who appeared, Aldred Burton Parker. Evelyn recalls, he was dressed in a green suit and
“didn't look the same as he had in England”. She recalls, while filling out the forms to let her stay in
America for a month, officials warning her of the White Slavery and suggested that she was in the country to be
married. They also informed her that she could not leave the ship without a sponsor. Little did she know that
the boy who came to meet her at the boat, would indeed become her sponsor and also end up as her future
husband. She said “I never intended to marry him”.
Eventually everything was sorted and she was allowed to leave with Aldred. She was taken to the family home
of the Parkers, where she lived for many years.
When it was time to return to England, she was told by an official that she could not return home alone ,as her
journey out to America had not been a good one and also she was having such a wonderful time. Evelyn
recalls a visit to a local market and seeing an abundance of fresh fruit, she told them that she had come to see
the country and meet the young people who lived there. The Parker family were a very pleasant family to live
with, having three daughters whom she roomed with. She was told that she could stay, but she was not working
and was costing them money for upkeep. Evelyn wondered whether to return to England, but the thought of the
journey back persuaded her to think “I might as well make the best of it” and stay.
The young Miss Brockley and Mr Parker eventually married. Before Evelyn married she recalls how much fun
she had been having, saying, “I was having a roaring time”. After her marriage she had a number of jobs,
working in a cotton mill and a fish and chip shop. They eventually found a home and the couple had three very
large children. At birth the three children weighed 14 pounds, 13 pounds and 11½lbs, she said they were very
big children to deliver. Following the birth of one of her children, she was given the wrong baby, the baby of
an Irish lady, she knew it wasn't hers saying, “I knew it wasn't mine it wouldn't nurse properly”.
Unfortunately Evelyn and Aldred decided to divorce when the children were very young. Following her
divorce she moved to New Britain, raising her family alone, having to work very hard all her life and never
having bothered to learn to drive a car.
Evelyn has many memories, the crash of the Hindenburg Air Ship, World War II, when her home was
constantly filled with British soldiers who were over in the states during the war. She also recalls the
assassination of Martin Luther King Jr, President Kennedy and his brother John F Kennedy.
Evelyn was a very proud lady, who loved to dress up, especially hats, jewellery and shoes. No matter where
she was going she would always be dressed in her jewellery, hat and gloves. She lived alone in New Britain
until she was 99, never smoking or drinking and always having three meals a day. She now is a resident in
Brightview Avon, where she enjoys life with the other residents. Evelyn has 11 grandchildren, 20
great-grandchildren and 5 great-great grandchildren.
One of her proudest moments was in 2000 on her 100th birthday, when she received a framed colour
photograph from Queen Elizabeth.
Her daughter-in-law Trudy Parker visits every week and says “she has always been a very strong independent
lady, who has worked hard and was very well respected for her hard work.
This is a lovely tribute to a girl from the Parish who found happiness in America. Good luck Evelyn.

Wartime in Audley
1938/39

Audley did its bit

The continuing story of Audley in Wartime from issue 7 by Jack Warham.
You’ve guessed it a “ROF” (Royal Ordnance) munitions factory, purpose built for a
specific use. By this time all the contractors wooden huts had disappeared and the
factory became operational.
Concurrently, at the site over the Cheshire border similar work was taking place on a
slightly smaller scale and the construction contractors drew their labour from the
Cheshire conurbations rather than Audley.
Ultimately, this site also developed into another purpose built ROF munitions factory,
which like its much larger counterpart 17 miles away provided work for Audley
residents, some of whom may have memories of their experiences at what was
affectionately known as Radder (Radway Green) or Swynnerton. When both were in
full production, a three-shift system was compulsory in order to maintain the supply of
munitions to our armed forces.
Both factories were kept going long after the war finished but eventually the
Swynnerton factory closed in 1958 and its workforce dispersed to other pre-war work
in the Potteries and surrounding areas.
The weeds and derelict buildings, and an air of desolation are the only evidence and
reminder of what was once a hive of activity which brought prosperity (albeit
temporary) to all the people who worked there.
Audley people in particular can take pride in that they “did their bit” for the war effort
at such a place.
ROF Radway Green is still in existence today but has since changed its name to a
privatised title BAE Systems (Royal Ordnance)
Did Audley then revert back to being “a quiet out of the way place” I think not!!
It may still be a quiet place, but certainly not “out of the way”. Today, it is a thriving
community which is well known outside its own boundaries, supported by a later
generation of residents who have known only a peaceful existence.
They are determined to uphold the community spirit as told in the “Audley Community
News” Long may it continue.
Jack Warham

My Drummer Boy
We laid him down to rest that night
Beneath a starry sky
He’d done his duty that was best
Was ne’er afraid to die.
Before he closed his eyes that lad
He asked me beat that drum
I beat a soft retreat for him
And cried for he’s my son
He died that night my drummer boy
Yet still he wore a smile
He knew I’d never forget him
For he’s all I had worth while
We buried him a hero
Before a rising sun
We bowed our heads in silence
As a band boy beats his drum

Distance
If those that are parted
Can feel someone’s caring
Can know someone’s wondering
How they are faring
Yes-thinking and praying, feeling concern
And longing, waiting till their return
If those that the land or sea separates
Feel secure in the warmth of the welcome that waits
Can know they are loved and are missed night and morn
The pain of the parting is easier borne
For love travels quickly when hearts correspond
And distance is nothing to hearts that are fond
These are a couple of poems written by soldiers during
the war.
We are grateful to John Brayford for sending them in

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
John Jackson
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS & FREEZER
ORDERS VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE

Tel: (01782) 720737 OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK
Why the cheeky smiles.
I have no doubts that these four were up to no good
when this photograph was taken. They were from left
to right: ( John Jackson, Allen Roberts, Danny (Ian)
Bowers and Dave Moulton). Don’t ask what the ropes
were for but some one was in for a hard time.
John is now the proprietor of the Butchers shop in
Bignall End and is a big supporter of the newsletter.
Allen is a plumber and is now living in Barthomley.
Danny went on to play football for Stoke City and now
is a local Painter and Decorator. Dave went on to
become a butcher then turned to sales of heavy plant,
which is still his trade now. I think their faces showed
false smiles , to hide the mischief in their eyes.

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 6 days per week
Mon. Tue. Wed. 9.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am - 7.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 5.50

Kids.

£ 5.00

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 3.60

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 3.50
Wash & Cut.

£ 7.00

Beard Trim.

£ 1.50

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office

Halmer End
School Football
TEAM 1959-60
Another nostalgic look back to
the past, showing the very
successful 1959-60 Halmer
End School
Football Team.
Mr Reg Johnson was the
school teacher who was
responsible for their success.
No doubt this will bring back
those fantastic memories for
the people who were involved.
They look a clean cut lot.
I do think one of these lads
has emigrated to Australia, so
I hope he gets a copy for his
photo album.
I will bring more past
photographs as long as you
send them in to me the Editor.

Sports Quiz
Issue 8
1. Which year were the Olympic Games held in
Moscow ?
2. How many players are in an American Football
team ?
3. How many English County Cricket teams begin with
S?
4. How long do Rugby League Players spend In the Sin
Bin ?
5. What sport is played at The Stoop & by who ?
6. How many points are scored in a perfect game of Ten
Pin Bowling ?
7. Where was the 2002 Ryder Cup played ?
8. How long is a full size Snooker Table ?
9. How many times did Nigel Mansell win the British
Grand Prix ?
10. Which sport do you associate with Graeme Dott ?
11. Who are the 2 English Football Teams beginning G ?
12. Which sport do you associate with Valentino Rossi ?

Please find answers on Page 27.
More next time.

Out Door Bowling.
Well it’s that time of year again, the greens have
been cut and the sun has started to shine. So come
on lets have you all out there in the fresh air, if not
playing lets see you support your local teams.
Membership is now open for Audley Parish
Bowling Club and the Halmer End Bowling Club.
For information reference to Audley PBC:
Contact D Dale Tel: 01782 / 723094
For information reference to Halmer End BC:
Contact T Harrison Tel: 01782 / 721260
Sad loss.
Tony Goldstraw
The newsletter would like to pass on our
condolences to the family and friends of Tony
Goldstraw, who sadly passed away in February
2005. Tony who lived in Heathcote Road,Miles
Green, was what we all knew as a character of the
Bowling scene. I don't think his family will mind
me saying that he loved and lived for bowls. He
was very involved with the indoor and outdoor
bowling fraternity, playing for Halmer End WMC,
at indoor bowling, then in the summer months
playing for the Halmer End outdoor bowling team.
Tony was also the Captain of the Staffordshire
Parks Team and spent a large part of his retired life
being involved with the administration of the
Staffordshire Parks Bowling Leagues and the
Newcastle Mid Week League.
Tony you will be sadly missed.

Audley Football Club.
The fifth Audley F.C. Beer festival took place during the period of February 15th– 20th 2005 and what a
successful event it was again.
This year 35 firkins of real ale and cider were available at the event and we managed to find sponsors for each
of them. Some 2450 pints were supped and a grand total of £4600 was raised.
Audley Football Club would like to thank all our sponsors, unpaid helpers and all the drinkers. We would
especially wish to thank the drinkers from South Africa & Australia, who came to enjoy some of the finest
beverages from all parts of England, the Scottish mainland and the Scottish Isles. One of the ales at the event
was specially brewed for us by our own local brewery (Townhouse Brewery) and was named Audley Dribbler.
We at the club feel that this event along with the annual Bonfire & Fireworks Display really puts Audley F.C. on
the map as providing two superb community events.
As to the football side of things we congratulate our first team manager Wayne Smith, for getting our
team to the final of the Staffordshire Vase. Hanley Town were the opponents the match was played at
Newcastle Town Stadium on the 4th April 2005. Unfortunately after an excellent game, Audley, lost 1-0 to a
89th minute goal. Man of the match was Paul Gilbert and we would like to thank all our supporters who
travelled to see the match. This was the second final which Audley have lost this season to Hanley Town,
having lost the previous final (Leek Cup) 3-1 in a very hard fought game.
This season’s achievements are as follows: Under 8’s Div Champions / League Cup R/up Manager Wayne
Smith, Under 8’s Managed by Kev & Bri Finney First season respectful position, Under 9’s both teams played
well during season, Under 10’s creditable position, Under 11’s league Cup Finalists / Area Cup Finalist /
North Staffs League Champions, Under 12’s Played excellent creditable position, Under 12’s junior Youth
League Div 1 Champions / league Cup Finalists, Under 13’s League Cup Finalists / Potteries Junior League
Div 1 Champions, Under 15’s have excelled them selves finishing in position 3 in the league, Under 16’s
Cheadle & District League challenge Cup Finalist / R/up Cheadle & District League.
For those of you who come down to Town Fields to either watch a match, or just passing by whilst out for a
stroll, you will notice that we have started to put up advertising boards on the perimeter fence of the 1st team
pitch. The aim of this is two fold;
1.
To encourage businesses to advertise. 2. Income generation for our club.
If you wish to see your businesses on one of these 8x2 foot boards please contact:
Kelvin Chell Tel: 01782 720291 to discuss your requirements.
Yours, Kelvin Chell.

1947 Audley Cricket Club Knockout Competition 1947 ‘Winners’ William Rileys XI
Top row L/R
Percy Mayer
Len Beech
George Pace
Kenny Bowers
???????????
Percy Kellsal
Sid Hassell
Front row L/R
Eli Turner
C Aldridge
Bill Riley
Horace Eardley
Jack Taylor
Can you help to fill in
the gap?
Contact the Editor.

Fresh
Vegetables

WRIGHTS
PIES

FREE
LOCAL
DELIVERY

The Village Fruit Shop

We have a fine
Selection of
Cheeses
Cooked Meats
Bacon &
Pork Sausages

29 CHURCH
STREET
AUDLEY

Your Local Friendly Store

Fresh
Fruit

FRESH
OATCAKES
DELIVERED
DAILY

Excellent range of fine
Jams & Sauces

Now Under New Management

Fresh Flower & Bouquets
Floral Tributes & Wreaths made to order

Cakes & Biscuits

Free local Delivers

Tel: (01782) 721885

Audley Country Walks
Reply to issue 7 and information about the lovely walks of the Parish.
One of the most attractive leafy glades in Audley is that of about a dozen mature trees on both sides of the brook
which can be reached by going up the steps at the top of New Road, to what we always (until the year 2000)
called Town Fields. Along the ridge footpath through the kissing gate at the far end of the Green and to your
left just before you cross the old footbridge. I always thought, (that idyllic place), where bluebells grow, birds
nest, children play and flocks of swifts swoop overhead on summer evenings. I feel this should have been included in the area of the Millennium Green. It was not.
Now , thanks to a joint initiative by the farmer, Mr M W Whalley, who manages that area, the County Farms
Service of the Staffordshire County Council and the Trustees of the Millennium Green, a new stretch of
public footpath has been opened along both banks of the stream under the trees with a new plank footbridge at
the far ends near Alsager Road.
The European Community Rural Development Regulation (1257/1999) was adopted by our Government in
December 1999 giving financial management and tree protection. Our application for participation in the new
Countryside Stewardship Scheme, one of the first in Staffordshire, was made in May 2001 and subsequently
approved by MAFF to commence on the 1st October 2001. Work, which will benefit Audley residents greatly
has been carried out over the past three years as follows:
1.
The new stretch of public footpath, with a new plank footbridge at the far end will make a circular walk
possible along the ridge, through the kissing gate, left on the high ground at the corner before the old plank
footbridge. Then along the high bank of the stream under the trees to the new footbridge, over the stream, back
along the other side to the old brick bridge (which is to be repaired). Back over the stream with an option of
resting on a new bench seat, to be provided on the high ground before returning along the public footpath to
and through the Millennium Green.
2.
Old post and barbed wire fences have been removed from the common boundary with the Village Green and
alongside the public footpaths. This is replaced with new mixed hedges planted to provide green natural beauty
with blossom and berries. Which in addition to being attractive to look at will feed the birds in the winter. The
hedges will encourage more bird life providing natural cover and nesting places.
Incidentally I did not see the skylarks which used to nest on Town Fields for several years, but I spotted one
hovering over there last year. Have there been any more sightings?

Ivan Price.

Tastes from the past.
Who remembers dripping toast, sprinkled
with salt for tea, as butter was one of life's
luxuries in those days? Echo margarine
was as close to butter as we got, if you could
afford it and tasted next to lard. What about
those nights out to Audley picture palace,
then on to the chippie for 3 pence worth of
chips and fish bits. These would be
wrapped in old newspaper and you would
die for that taste to return. Raw turnips,
crab apples, goose-gogs, black berries, wild
damsons, beech nuts and my favourite was
roast chest-nuts. When your stomach was
rumbling with hunger you would eat almost
anything, then after it would probable ache
even more.
We hear today of all the things we can’t eat,
we had little choice when we were kids in
those days. No fancy food, just rough and
ready was the way we had to be. We moan
now about present day food, even with the
massive choice of food we have, but I can
say from experience we were grateful for
what ever we were given, as there was never
a second choice. So I would like just to say
to the kids, I hope you appreciate the food
that’s put on your table.
If you have a memory let us know.
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Premier Financial Services
NOW OPEN

FOR ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS
Premier Financial Services
74 Church Street, Audley, Staffordshire, ST7 8DA
Your Home Is At Risk If You Do Not Keep Up Repayment On A
Mortgage Or Other Loans Secured On It

LIFE ASSURANCE
INVESTMENTS
SAVINGS
PENSIONS

&

MORTGAGES
RE - MORTGAGES
RE - FINANCING
CAR & HOUSING

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
LOCALLY AVAILABLE
Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9:00am to 12noon
TEL: 01782 722144
Email: premierfs@btinternet.com
Authorised And Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

Audley W.I.
Programme 2005
JUNE 15th 50th BIRTHDAY PARTY
JULY 20th WILLOW EDGE BASKET MAKING
SPEAKER ISOBEL EDGE
AUGUST 17th SECRET LIFE OF A VICAR
SPEAKER REV. DR. JEFF CUTTRELL
SEPTEMBER 21st WATERCOLOUR PAINTING
SPEAKER ANITA MURPHY
For further information contact:
Anne Tel: 01782 721957 or Glenis Tel: 01782 722009
Everyone welcome, come along to see just how to enjoy
yourself. All it takes is a visit, there is no commitment
required. You would be most welcome.
The article on the right hand side of this page was sent
in to the Newsletter by one of the W.I ladies.
Congratulations to Audley Women's Institute for 50
years 1955/2005 and good luck for the future. Editor.

If a child lives with criticism
It learns to condemn
If a child lives with hostility
It learns to fight
If a child lives with ridicule
It learns to be shy
If a child lives with shame
It learns to feel guilty
If a child lives with tolerance
It learns to be patient
If a child lives with encouragement
It learns confidence
If a child lives with praise
It learns to appreciate
If a child lives with fairness
It learns justice
If a child lives with security
It learns to have faith
If a child lives with approval
It learns to like itself
If a child lives with acceptance and friendship
It learns to find love in the world
What every parent should read and believe.

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot Staffs
Tuesday Night
Darts & Pool

Sky *TV*
Live Football
Large Screen
*Sue & Martin*
Welcome you

01782 720622

Quality Beers
Selection of Wines
Special Guest Ales

*Grays Star Buy’s*
*Beer*
*£1.50* a pint.

Now Available
Snacks & Bar Meals

Years Celebration for Rotary Clubs around the World.
The Rotary Club of Audley
The early part of the year has been fairly quiet for the Rotary Club. Nevertheless, we have been active in a
number of areas:
We donated a barrel of beer to Audley Football Club and made a cash donation to Betley FC. We also made
a donation to two local kick-boxers – Harriet Maddock and Mary-Jo Clarke – to assist them with their sport.
Both girls recently represented their country in an international competition in Austria and Mary-Jo finished
second in her category. We have again enjoyed ourselves raising funds with our annual go-karting night and
donated a substantial sum of money to ‘Hope in Africa’. We have also arranged for local schools to enter
Rotary’s ‘Youth Speaks’ and ‘Young Chef’ competitions.
Looking toward the next few months; we will be taking a number of youngsters from the National Children’s
Home in Chesterton to Drayton Manor Park, as part of Rotary’s ‘Kids Out’ event. Also, we will be making a
donation towards building standpipes in Bangladesh.
On a broader front, Rotary have celebrated their 100th anniversary with a variety of activities all over the
world and Rotary continues their efforts with the World Health Organisation to eradicate Polio through the
‘Polio Plus’ programme. We have also been lucky to receive a number of good speakers at our weekly
meetings, including a presentation on the plans for the University Hospital of North Staffordshire and a
photographic history of Newcastle presented by Newcastle Museum. Rotary’s year runs from July to June
and we are now preparing for the new year and our new president – John Brunt.
Our sympathies go to the family of former Rotarian Derek Reah who sadly passed away recently. Derek is
fondly remembered by everyone and was a popular member of the club.
Lastly, on a happier front, congratulations to Geoff Mackey on his Rotary International Service Above Self
award.
Neil Ginnis
Rotary Contacts
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782 721483. neilginnis@audley.net)
Secretary:
Ken Jones (01782 720352. kenjones@audley.net)

Audley Scouts 1910-1911
The photograph below shows a group of scouts camping in the village around 1910.
This information and photograph has been kindly donated by Keith Cartwright of Church Lawton.
To the Editor.
I think this photograph will be of great interest to “Aidleyites” both old and young because we are very
fortunate that my Nanna & Grampy had the presence of mind to write on the back of the picture, all the
lads names before they passed away.
The photo was taken somewhere up on Town Fields Audley. On the back my nanna has written:
KANGAROO PATROL 6th NORTH STAFFS.
Names are as follows.
Harold Procter (Later became Rev Methodist Minister, Johnny Brough, Percy Jackson,
George Richardson (Later settled in Sheffield), Alan Taylor, George Bushell, Ernie Green, Harold Green,
Harold Dean, (Patrol Leader– Albert Johnson my Grandfather), Wilf Browning, Raymond Harrison and
Bob Copestick.
Unfortunately there is no indication of the positions of who’s who, or the date , but we do know that my
Grandfather was born on the 23rd Sept 1894. That’s him standing with his staff 4th from the right, we
think he looks about 15-16, so that dates the photograph 1910-11.
Grampy also joined the Boys Brigade formed in 1909 at the Wesleyan Chapel. He was also in the
Chapel choir, along with his father Thomas Johnson, they both were in the Bass section. Later Grampy
was in the Male Voice Choir (Bob Herod’s choir). He used to tell me of some of the places that the choir
went to in competition, Leamington Spa was one I most remember.
Trusting that some of the above information will be of use, along with the photograph and help to keep
alive the splendid publication.
All the best, Keith. G. Cartwright.

Quaint View Answer
The photograph on page two, is one of the
former Audley School, Church Street,
early 1900’s. This school was situated
next to the present Library in the village,
where the present bungalows are situated.
More next time.

Wanted
Jack Russell , needed as a companion
for lonely, friendly, Jack Russell dog, any would
be considered.
Please contact: Martin: The Swan Public House
Bignall End Sot. Tel: 01782 720622

Youngsters of the Parish.
“For Sale 1930’s Mum”
She cleans well when she’s able,
But especially loves the table.
Do not trust her in a car,
Because you won't get very far.

10 FRUITS TO FIND FUN WORDSEARCH
APPLE
MELON
ORANGE
CHERRY
KIWI

She likes wearing her yellow skirt,
Because it goes well with her pink shirt.
My mum really enjoys moaning,
And absolutely loves groaning.
Really she doesn't mither,
So I'll sell her for a fiver.

Mathew Foster aged 13.

A P P L E Z X N O L E M
B E A L O C A D B
Z I

One day in the old pensioners office, grandpa Ben
was hoping to win at bingo, but his luck was never
there. So one day he decided to have a lottery ticket.
The night came to check the lottery ticket. So
Grandpa Ben flicked over to teletex to check the
numbers. His wife was in the kitchen making
scones, when suddenly !!!!!! She heard a yelling
noise,
“our luck has come we’ve WON THE LOTTERY!!!”
“Your joking”
“No I’m not we’ve actually won”. The next morning
they rang the Camelot Office, after they took the
first bus to the train station. When finally they got
there the train pulled up to go to London. Mr and
Mrs Ben stepped onto the train, Grandpa Ben just
had enough money to go. Just then the train puffed
off, soon as they got there they headed straight
towards Camelot Head Office and collected there
check for nine million pounds. On the way back
Grandpa Ben saw a bike he liked, it was two hundred
pounds, “ you can’t buy that we have not got the
money”
WE CAN NOW WE’RE RICH!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
A story by
Jake Cooper aged 10.

Easter Competition ‘Winners’
First Prize: Thomas Jones Age 5 Park Lane
Runner up Prizes got to:
Thomas Washington Gowy Close Alsager
Bethany Age 10 Cherry Tree Church Lawton
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Kickboxing Trip to Austria.
We would like to thank everyone for all their help and
support in making our trip to Austria possible.
We arrived at our hotel at about quarter past eleven on
the Friday evening. It was straight to bed as we had to
be up early at 7.30 am for breakfast. The coach was
picking the team up at 8.30 am, as the competition was
to start at 9.00 am.
There were 42 representatives in our team in total,
comprising of 5 representatives from our club
(The Blackcobra Kickboxing Club).
Harriet had to fight a boy from Turkey, she lost to him
in the first round and he went on to win the
category. Mary-jo had three fights, winning two and
losing one but still took second place in her category.
We would not have had the chance to experience such
an event if we had not had the support, not only
financially, but your beliefs in realising it was an
opportunity of a life time.
The British coach was full of admiration for the whole
team, I think it was a total of 37 trophies that we
brought back with us. Mary-jo and myself have been
invited to go to Italy in June to represent Britain, but it
is to near my annual holidays and Mary-jo has exams.
We also have both been asked to represent Britain in a
competition in Hungary, this will take place in
November, therefore we must have done something
right. Once again many thanks.
Yours sincerely, Harriet Maddock & Mary-jo Clarke.

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS
Tel: (01782) 720506

COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH

EDDIE

MEL

Tel: (01782) 722847

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL
10.00 am –11 am. Second Saturday of the month.
WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE
APEDALE ROAD

ANN

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month.

G K MOTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT

Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944

AUTO WELDING
SPECIALIST
Pre MOT
Inspection

GENERAL
AUTO REPAIRS

MOT FAILURES
FREE ESTIMATES
BACKCHESTER
ROAD

Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

Where you can find us
AUDLEY POST OFFICE
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
HALMER END POST OFFICE
WOOD LANE POST OFFICE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE LIBRARY
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY
HALMER END WMC
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
VILLAGE FRUIT SHOP CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE
RAILWAY INN HALMER END

TO ADVERTISE
‘Call’ 01782 721565

Celebrate D Day & V E Day
Audley Workingmen's Club
61st Anniversary D Day Landing
60th Anniversary of V E Day
Refreshments Available

6th June 2005
Starts 7pm.
Appearing AUDLEY BRASS BAND
Raffles, Fancy Dress (Optional)

Home Visits
By
Appointment

www.audley.net
For village events,
family history,
Rotary information.
Also for your very
own local
E-mail address.

Sports Quiz Answers
Issue 8
1. 1980
2. 11
3. Somerset Sussex Surrey
4. 10 minutes
5. Rugby Union Harlequins
6. 300
7. The Belfry
8. 12 Feet
9. 4 Times
10. Snooker
11. Gillingham Grimsby
12. Motor Cycling

More next time.

Horsleys

Logs for
Sale

Logs for
Sale

63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Quality Plants On Sale

Call in and see our
extensive range of
DIY Goods
Paints, Wood, Glass,
Nails & Adhesives

We have a selection of
‘Fancy Goods’
Extensive choice of
Household items

Fishing Tackle
Pet Food, Horse Feed

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

We will supply
all your gardening
needs

Tel: 01782 /720507
‘Free’ Local Deliveries

Audley Plumbing
&
Heating Services
Corgi Registration / No 207819

Tel: (01782) 720333

Local Family Business

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS

For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE
‘MOT’?
Just Leave It With ‘Craig’
Appointments Welcome
Or just Call

Fast Efficient Friendly
Service
35 Years Experience
No Job To Small
Bathroom suites Replaced

EXHAUST FITTING
BAY

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

Remember, from April 2005 all Gas
Appliance Installations made by a
Corgi Registered installer ‘Must’ be
Registered with the ‘Corgi’ company.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY

JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’
Tel: (01782) 720333
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

All Work Guaranteed
Contracts Undertaken
Private & Commercial

Emergency
07780505191

24 Hour Emergency Call
Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate

