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Chapel Street Bignall End
Linda & Paul are your hosts

Tues ‘HAPPY HOUR’S’ £2.10 per pint
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Quality local & home reared

Real Ales from £2.75 per pint
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Linda & Paul your hosts.
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Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.
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Editor.
Welcome to issue 44 of the Audley
Community News.
I often hear, there’s never nowt on in
Audley!
Well! during this past few week our
village has been a hive of activities.
We have had the Medieval Society’s
weekend at the Millennium Green,
which attracted many locals and visitors
to their grounds.
In April we had Christian Viewpoint’s
Easter Extravaganza. This brought
many visitors to the village centre and
I must say it was a wonderful success,
including Sean’s HOG ROAST which is
always popular.
The Library car park was packed
with visitors including many children
joining in the fun.
Ron and his hard-working volunteers
from the Audley & District Community
Centre held their Barn Dance at the
Community Centre. This is also a very
popular event each year.
The threat of the Opencast at Bignall
End is still ongoing, but we have been
informed that an extension has been
given for locals to object if they wish.
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CAGOO the campaign against the
Open cast have informed me that they
have printed a number of template
copies of an objection letter which can
be obtained from Londis in Bignall End.
All you need to do is put your details on
one and sign and post it.
I have to thank Sue my assistant
Editor, despite her having a fall and
breaking her wrist she still managed to
come and help to proof read my work,
and oh I needed that.
The Audley Community News has a
great crew of volunteers, who all have
a special purpose on the magazine and
without them the magazine would not
be published.
We still have our subscriber
service where we post off magazines
throughout the country all you have
to do is contact me and I will set your
account up, my contact details are
opposite.
We are always on the lookout for
stories from around our villages. You
can write to us, or email us or we can
visit you. Just give me a call.
Enjoy your read.
Editor E. Moulton

Contents:

News
Views
Sports
Recipes
Memories from the past
Poetry & Rhyme
Forthcoming events
School information
Readers letters
Bereavements
Editor: E. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565
Address:
23 Wood Street Bignall End Stoke on
Trent Staffs ST7 8QL
Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Reporter: Mike Joynson
Proof Readers: Linda Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Chris Tunnicliffe
Published in the village of Audley.
Remember you can subscribe to this
magazine, contact the Editor.

Audley Parish Council erect a plaque in memory of Les Foster
Councillor Bert Proctor said “that the Audley
Parish Council was unanimous in supporting Cllr
Kinnersley’s proposal to have a plaque placed
at the entrance of Leddys field, to recognise all
the tremendous work carried out by the late Les
Foster of Meadowside Avenue Audley.
Les had worked tirelessly within the Audley
Community for many years, including his past
work with Britain In Bloom. Many of the floral
displays placed in and around the village, he
helped to maintain and also we celebrate his
dedication not only as a volunteer at Leddys Field,
but also a Ranger”.
The photograph opposite shows left to right,
Cllr Ron Kinnersley, Cllr Betty Kinnersley, Betty
Foster, Mathew Willot Foster and Cllr Bert Proctor
placing the plaque in memory of the late Les.

Disclaimer:

The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with the views or opinions expressed by
contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes.
To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or you can e-mail audleycommunitynews@ yahoo.co.uk
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Raymond Chell 1925-2014 Halmer Ends last village Butcher!

Ray Chell was
born 88 years
ago on the 7th of
October 1925, to
parents who lived
in what is known
by the locals as
“The Craft”.
On the census
return for 1911
his parents were
living at 44, The
New Croft, Miles
Green, Bignall
End and prior
to this the Chell
family had lived
at Jumblers
Brook which is
in Miles Green.
It is safe to
say that Ray was born there and spent
his youth there as in those days the majority of people were
parochial and didn’t venture too far, unless it was for work.
In fact the original houses were built around 1870 and it was
then called The Newcroft. This then changed during the next 30
odd years to various versions from: New Croft, The Crofts, The
Croft and then as the Craft by the local people from the villages.
Then between 1901-05 after the death of Queen Victoria it
was renamed as it is known today Victoria Place Miles Green.
The Craft would in years to come be a formative area for
Ray as he learned his trade in butchering. Ray lived there as a
young man with his siblings Bern, Arthur, Frances, Eva and Len.
So the scene was set, on leaving school Ray at 14 years old
was destined to become full time at the local butcher’s shop.
It was with the Whitehurst family business run by Albert and
Colin that Ray became apprentice, learning his new skills set
butchering including sausage making, a skill he would in the
future pass onto some of the local lads, just to keep them out of
trouble, recalled Eric Pedley.
The slaughter house which the senior inhabitants of Halmer
End will remember was located in Co-operative Lane aka “The
Corper”. There the beasts would be “despatched” by Ray, only
when the slaughter house was no longer in use did the role fall
to AJ Green and Harry James.
The Burgess family also from the Craft kept pigs and on
occasions Ray would be asked to “despatch” the odd one when
the porker was ready.
Clive Rhodes recalls living in the Craft and the pigs bladders
being saved to play football on “The Patch”.
Raymond was always recognised as a hard and dedicated
worker being involved with Albert Whitehurst at the butchers

shop in Halmer End, which was established in 1886, the shop
stood just below the Methodist Chapel.
Even before leaving school Ray at 14 years old started to
work delivering meat on his bike to Betley, Alsager, Barthomley,
Madeley, Leycett, Talke and Chesterton, all on his trusted
butchers bike.
No need for gyms in those days to keep fit.
Ray left the Craft in 1948 when he married Beryl in March of
that year at St. James Church in Audley. Their married life
began together at Holly House in Scot Hay.
Living at Holly House was very convenient for Ray as it aided
his cricketing prowess was exercised by him at the Scot Hay
and Alsagers Bank Cricket Clubs. But it was with Halmer End
Central Cricket Club Ray first gained success, when on the 30th
October 1948 at the first Annual Supper and Concert which was
held at the Wesley Place Methodist School, when their captain
Ken Evans was presented with the Championship Shield.
Ray along with the rest of the team were all presented with
their caps. The night’s concert was given by “The Troubadours”.
In Ray’s latter years still an ardent supporter of the game he
would be a regular spectator at the Wood Lane CC, this being
his nearest venue, as he had now relocated on his retirement to
Megacre in Wood Lane.
His family will be dedicating a bench in memory of Ray at
Wood Lane CC for those many Saturdays he spent there.
It was while living at Holly House that Kelvin his son was born
in 1956. Shortly after this his family relocated to the butcher’s
shop in High Street Halmer End, running the successful
family butcher’s shop. The success of course was due to the
involvement of all of the family when by now in 1984 Kelvin had
married Lorna and she too was integral in assisting in the shop.
Ray was always a supporter of local charity events and
dressing the shop window for the few Royal occasions, often
with photographs of Royalty and ribbons and flowers instead of
sides of beef.
Ray always stuck to his word and so when he reached 65
he did what he said he’d do, he retired. Regrettably a valuable
asset to the village of Halmer End was lost forever. His was
not just a shop, but a social gathering place for locals to catch
up with what was going on in the village. A meeting place for
friends and neighbours.
After the family business came to a close Ray and Beryl left
for foreign parts, Megacre. Although a butcher all his working
life, Ray had a tremendous love of animals and wild life, a keen
gardener, but foremost a devoted and loving family man.
Son Kelvin and wife Lorna were blessed with two children
Louise and Stephen and Ray and Beryl doted on them both.
The family would like to thank everyone for their donations
and £300 went to Douglas Macmillan and £100 to the Chapel
in Halmer End.
Our condolences to Beryl, Kelvin, Lorna, Louise and Stephen
and family.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Beyond Rescue

Audley Boys Race to the South Pole
In Mid November 2014 eight British
explorers will set out on the rarest of
modern adventures - an expedition
that will be beyond rescue, beyond
endurance, will re-write history and
two of our Audley lads are part of that
expedition.
Andy Topham, a local Fire fighter and
expditon Leader and Martin Thomas,
and Audley theatre performer (it’s
behind you) is the Base Camp Manager.
This will be an unsupported Record
Attempt from the edge of the Antarctic
Land Mass to the South Pole from the
Ross Ice Shelf via the Axel Heiberg
glacier and over the Trans-Antarctic
Mountain range, a record currently held
by a multinational team, Invesco TransAntartic set in 2005.
“The Worst Journey in the World”
were the words Apsley Cherry-Gerrard
used to describe the conditions
experienced by his men as they
explored the Antarctic peninsula on
foot as part of Scott’s ill fated attempt
to be the first to reach the South Pole.
Famously the expedition as a whole
was beaten in the race to the pole
by Roald Amundsen, creating in the
process a record that stands to this day.
In the final analysis the challenge
remains simple - eight men, eight
sledges, 400 miles, 36 days or less,
innumerable dangers and just one
chance to bring a classic polar record,
on one of the original and most
dangerous routes in Antarctica, home to
Britain.
For 350 miles of the expedition the
team will be beyond rescue, beyond
the fuel capacity for a light aircraft and
the terrain being too treacherous to
land a recovery aircraft. They will be
alone on a vast ice cap, beyond help,
relying only on each other and good
luck - something Scott himself would
understand only too well.
Once on the Antarctic plateau it is
a race against the clock in an attempt
to set a new polar record by a British
team. It’s also a race against the
massive physical debilitation of the
team. To set the record they will need
to cover thirty miles a day, each towing

Martin left and Andy right, when training in Norway.

a sledge weighing fifteen to eighteen
stone. They will grow progressively
weaker, in line with losing 20% of their
body weight, and the last week will
require an effort unparalleled in modern
exploration.
The final miles will put a classic
Polar record into British hands as
eight ruined, broken men stagger to
the South Pole. Scott may not have
recognised the equipment being used
by this expedition team, but he would
certainly recognise the hollow eyed men
within it.

There have been many varied record
attempts to the South Pole via a
variety of easier routes as indeed there
were in 2013. However it has been
a long time since there has been a
definitive attempt on the classic and
very dangerous original route. A true
expedition which will push our team to
the limits of human endurance.
This is it!
The photograph above shows the area
they will be exploring. Story to continue
in future issues. For more information :
www.gobeyondrescue.com
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Mr. Pink Coming Soon

Peter Shore as Mr. Pink.
Newcastle’s “Paint the Town Pink” Weeks
October 24th- November 1st, 2014
Each year in the last weeks of October, the charity Breast
Cancer Campaign invites people to ‘go pink’. We plan a
series of fun events to raise money to fund research into
breast cancer but also to raise awareness of the disease.
This year Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council and
the Town Centre Partnership are once again supporting us

OCCASIONS
NEWS & GIFTS
76-78, CHURCH STREET - AUDLEY - 01782 720323
-

NEWS PAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED
LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY
OLD FASHION SWEETS & CONFECTIONERY
QUALITY GREETINGS CARDS
PC & LAPTOP SALES & REPAIRS

S IN
GIFTW
&
S
E NO
CARD
STOR
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and hoping to persuade shoppers, shops, businesses, and
market traders to join in. Paint the Town Pink has become
a community-wide event in the town centre; and we hope
this year to extend it throughout the Borough to Audley.
There are many ways you can take part:
*The simplest is to decorate your establishment with
our posters and banners and/or sponsor your staff to wear
something pink for a day or the week. We will support you
with the display material and a pack including sponsorship
forms.
* You can join in the Best Pink Shop Competition and
win a prize.
* You can sponsor one of the events designed to bring
the shoppers into the village. We will help you to publicise
any event giving your logo a prominent position on the
promotional materials.
* You may have an idea of your own, which we’d be
interested in hearing about and with which we may be
able to help.
Mr. Pink will be visiting our village on the 31st
October & 1st of November.
Shaun Landy of Audley Country Meats will
provide a HOG ROAST on Saturday 1st of November.
Are you interested? If so, please contact Peter Shore
on (01782) 721069 or Sheila Weightman on (01782)
658137 or email sheilaweightman@hotmail.com.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Sheila Weightman Volunteer.

AUDLEY LIBRARY
Once again our local village Library will be running its
Summer Reading Challenge. This is a massive
national promotion of reading for 4-11 year olds, organised
by the Reading Agency and run locally at your library. The
challenge is simple - read six Library books over the summer
holidays.
By encouraging children to read over the summer break,
the challenge aims to overcome the ‘summer learning dip’ so
that your children can go back to school feeling really positive
about learning.
About 10,000 children in Staffordshire take part every year!
The theme for the 2014 ‘Summer Reading
Challenge’ will be Mythical Maze created by top illustrator
Sarah McIntyre. Mythical Maze challenges children aged four
to eleven to find their way around a labyrinth that introduces
them to fantastical creatures from the world of legend and
mythology, collecting stickers of each character along the
way.
For details call in at the Audley Library or
ring: 01782 720527

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Newly Formed Audley
Fishing Club.

Audley Parish Angling Club aims
to foster and promote the sport of
angling with rod and line at all levels,
providing opportunities for recreation
and competition for all parish residents
and guests as appropriate. That’s the
mission statement according to Brain
Billings.
Currently the club has 72 paid-up
members and over 50 application forms
distributed.
Membership will be restricted to 150
in total for the first year, Brian Billings
the chairman says “ I don’t see any
problem in filling the places.”
There are currently 6 juniors
sponsored by members of the
committee. There are 20 more junior
sponsorships available and a further
25 sponsorships have been requested
to be funded by Audley Rotary (no
response as yet!)
If you have recently expressed an
interest in becoming a member of this
club, we have now received official
confirmation from Newcastle-UnderLyme Borough Council that we have
permission to manage the fishing at
both Cloggers pool and Bateswood lake.
It was the aim of the club to allow
the start of fishing at both venues on
the 1st of April 2014. This has now

been introduced and is a great success.
In the interim period the club needs
to carry out continuing improvement
work to get the waters and surrounding
areas up to a higher standard. To
achieve this we will need to raise funds
to finance up-front costs e.g. printing
of membership cards, obligatory
insurance, plant hire etc.
Joining fees of £20.00 for full
members, £10.00 for concessions and
£5.00 for juniors include the first year’s
membership running from 1st April
2014 to 31st March 2015.
These fees are now being or have
been collected. Membership in the first
year has been limited and is based on a
strictly ‘first come, first served’ basis.
Should you wish to become a
member please complete a member
application form, which can be obtained
from The Royal Oak Public House in
Miles Green, or inbox me your details to
bbservicesltd.co.uk so a membership
form can be forwarded to you.
Some funding has been gratefully
received from numerous sections:
The Parish (£750) The Borough
Council (£700 ) and finally the County
(£200)
Trevor Sproston from the Parish
Council said “This is a long-standing
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problem but thanks to the co-operation
of all concerned and the dedicated
membership the situation has now
found a resolution”.
The support from the Parish has
extended to installing rubbish bins,
signage on the site, wooden seating
and shrubbery plants all of which were
planted by the membership as well as
removing all the dog excreta .
Brian Billings has said that PCSO will
sponsor 4 matches for children within
the season dates yet to be determined,
which can now be found on page 33 of
this magazine.
Some names and positions of people
attending the meeting at Audley Parish
Angling Club on the Ist April are:
Steve Middlehurst – Community
Manager – Newcastle Borough Council
Dylis Cornes - Cllr. for Audley and
Bignall End
Colin Hodgkinson – PCSO –
Staffordshire Police
Trevor Sproston – Chair – Audley
Parish Council
Nick Cook – Depot Manager –
Newcastle Borough Council
Brian Billings
Chair
Telephone
01782 720059
Club chairman Brian Billings, aged
67, of Audley, who leads a 12-strong
committee, said ” that the policy is
about showing people the progress
that’s been made.
The pools are within walking distance
of each other and you can really see the
difference at Clogger’s Pool now that
the paths have been relaid, shrubbery
has been added and the dog excreta
removed.
Seating has also been installed, it’s
now tidy and looks 100 per cent better
than it was thanks to a dedicated team.
We will look at the membership
numbers after the first year and review
it if needed.
Hopefully with people using it on a
regular basis we can solve past issues
like vandalism and people dropping
litter.”
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Sir Thomas Boughey School
We would like to start by thanking you
for your support at the recent musical
and literature evenings held at the
school. We are sure you will agree that
we have a range of talent within our
school: as is only natural, we are very
proud of our pupils.
In the last entry, we mentioned our
success at a Future Chef Competition.
Well, it seems the culinary talents of
our pupils have gone from strength
to strength, as recently our GCSE
Catering Students prepared and served
Afternoon Tea, which was worth 20%
of their overall GCSE. Their brief was to
prepare, cook and serve four items for
Afternoon Tea. We were overwhelmed
by the skills and technicality shown
by the students. A wide range of
items were made, from macaroons to
marble cake, sandwiches to Swiss rolls,
traditional Victoria Sandwich cakes to
cheese and chive scones with cream
cheese and beetroot! And they only had
2 ½ hours in which to complete this.
Pupils had even thought very carefully
about the presentation of their dishes,
many of them buying or borrowing fancy
cake stands. But the true excitement
came at the end of the 2 ½ hours, when
it was time for taste testing! Staff were
invited to taste the various delights
produced by the students and we can
safely say that not only did the food
look amazing, but it tasted absolutely
delicious. This particular group of Year
10 students should be very proud of
their various creations and we are all
looking forward to the next Afternoon
Tea event.
Our talented chefs have recently
had an opportunity to cater for a large
audience through the African Drumming
Event. A team of African drummers
have been working with our pupils,
pupils from local primary schools and
local residents, in the form of a series
of hands-on workshops. On May 12th,

all parties met at the school
and worked together to create a live
recording of their performance. This
was true evidence of community
spirit in action! After their hard work,
our catering students provided lunch
and they too got an opportunity to
demonstrate their talents. This was a
great event, thoroughly enjoyed by all.
In May last year, a number of you
attended our Evening of Entertainment,
which was held as a thank you to
Mrs. Thorley Platt for her immense
generosity. Due to the success of this
evening, we decided to make this an
annual event, and, as was the case last
year, it was great to see pupils from
local primary schools performing in
our main school hall. We clearly have
a very talented community! We would
like to thank everyone who attended
and helped to make this another
memorable event.
Another event we are all looking
forward to is the Community Day on
6th June. This will see our Year 7
pupils, and pupils from local primary
schools, involved in a community
litter-pick event, which is certainly inkeeping with the theme of the day.
We wish all pupils well on this mission.
As we near the final half-term of
the academic year, there is still a
great deal to look forward to. All of
Year 10 are eagerly awaiting the start

of their two week work experience
placement (and, once again, we would
like to thank those of you who have
offered to accommodate our pupils
for this experience), and Year 9 are
looking forward to their week at camp
(hopefully the weather will be kind to
them). As Year 11 pupils near the end
of their educational journey with us,
they are particularly looking forward to
their Leavers’ Dinner. We would like to
take this opportunity to wish all of our
Year 11 pupils the very best and we
certainly hope that their experiences at
Sir Thomas Boughey have set them in
good stead for their future.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

THE COBBLES

One thing that customers always said when they came in to
The Perfect Fit, was Joanne “ YOU NEED A BIGGER SHOP”
and she always replied “ I’d love one”. Joanne the proprietor
of The Perfect Fit always wanted to be able to sell lovely big
pieces of
furniture
that were
often asked
for, like
tables and
chairs,
dressers,
wardrobes
etc., but
just didn’t
have the
space to stock them due to the size of her store.
However, on Saturday 12th April this year she was
finally able to fulfill her ambitions when she opened “The
Cobbles” at 36/38 Church Street Audley, selling good old
fashioned furniture at good old fashioned prices.
It had been hard work getting everything ready and
she couldn’t have done it without her wonderful husband
Douglas and her glamorous assistant and great pal Vanda
who both went “above and beyond the call of duty” and who
continue to do so.
As usual the fantastic people of Audley showed their

wildlife in our parish
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massive support on the day and she had to re-stock before
opening again. Joanne said, “You can’t ask for better than
that” and passes her heartfelt thanks to everyone.
“The Cobbles”Opens Friday/Saturday 10am - 5pm.

The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts
Please call in to: 60 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.

The Stove
Emporium
Come and see our exclusive Merlin Range.
NOW on live display.
Stoves of all makes and models available
NEW summer opening hours
Wed to Saturday 10.30am - 15.30pm
Appointments can be made any-time including Sunday

Life time Guarantee on the stove body.
The Stove Emporium Ltd.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244 www.tseaudley.co.uk
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Mothers’ Union at St James’

*Annual total £119.88 based on package for cat or small dog up to 10kg,
12 monthly payments of £9.99 including VAT and no interest.

love

Slimming
World

Join a warm and friendly group near you today…

TUESDAY

Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am - 5.00pm
and 7.00pm
free cookbook
worth £3.95

when you buy a 12-week
Countdown course
2014
25th May to 14th June

slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000

Tel: Clare
07808 192011

The New Year began well for Mothers’ Union with some
interesting speakers and social events. Our ever popular
“Beat the Winter Blues” lunch saw us return to the Butchers’
Arms and we all had a most enjoyable time sharing good food
and fun on a dreary February day. Later in the month Luisa
Mackey, a Paralympic Gamesmaker, spoke to us of her unique
experience in this role in 2012. Rev Brian Williams from Sneyd
visited us in March and spoke about “Pilgrimage”. His insight
and personal experiences led to a very thought provoking
evening. By the time you read this we will have shared the
Maundy Thursday Supper with other members of the fellowship
at St. James’ and also had a talk by our Schools and Young
Peoples’ worker Mark Paxton. However we will still be eagerly
anticipating the first visit of our local Methodist Minister Rev.
Helen Hoe, a lady who many of you will have met.
During July we will once more be writing Christmas cards
for distribution to local prisoners. We have to send them to the
Diocesan office to be checked as they all have to have a very
specific message in them. If you have any unused cards to
spare please drop them into the office or bring them (unwritten)
on any Friday morning. For many prisoners this is the only
card they will receive, so we feel it is an important outreach.
On the subject of Christmas, during June we will be
distributing letters of invitation for our 2014 Christmas Tree
Festival. Many of you have taken part in previous years
and will know the lovely atmosphere this creates within the
community. It is also a great opportunity for free publicity
for your organisation. Everyone is welcome to join in, and
trees have come from such varied groups as Christian Motor
Cyclists, Cubs, Local schools, Football teams and Choirs. If you
have not received an invitation by the end of June and would
like to take part please contact us.
In the meantime what do you do on Friday mornings? I’m
sure many of you will answer “Shopping”, well why not stop
off at our regular Coffee Morning and Bargain Stall which is
for every member of the community and has people of all
ages enjoying a drink and a chat. If you are a young Mum
or a Grandparent caring for a small child you might also like
to pop in to the ”Pram Pushers and Toddler” club
in the bottom hall for craft, toys and a chance for important
social interaction for your child. This also takes place on Friday
mornings, during term time.
Branch Meetings 2014 at 7-15pm in the Church Hall
19th June Rev. Helen Hoe Methodist Minister
17th July Writing Christmas cards for prisoners
21st August Rev. Peter Davies
18th September Rev. Kip Chelashaw
Friday Coffee, Bargain Stall and Chat 10am-12noon
If you would like to know more please contact us.
Contact numbers; Dorothy 721576, Annette 721058

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Frozen Nuts Rally
Celebrate 10th Year
The first week in February for the past 10 years Bignall End
Cricket Club have provided the venue for the Danger Mouse
Bikers Rally. The rally is known as THE FROZEN NUTS, as at
that time of year with the frost and cold it’s an apt name for
all who participate.
The weather for February 2014, was exceptional despite
the winds, once again the Bikers Rally was a success and all
in aid of charity.
Bikers (motorcyclists) from all parts of the country, gather
at the cricket ground for a weekend of fun and fund-raising
all in support of the Midlands Air Ambulance, who solely rely
on such groups and individuals to raise funds to provide their
voluntary emergency medical rescue service.
The Midlands Air Ambulance service costs over 6 million
pounds per year to run its 3 helicopters. This year a 4th
night vision helicopter has been purchased and kitted out,
which will increase the need for more voluntary contributions.
The Midlands Air Ambulance has now opened a Charity
Shop in the High Street of Newcastle town centre, all
unwanted items would be warmly received, or call 0800
8402040 to get them collected.
The Danger Mouse Rally Club holds its meetings at the
Green Star public house in Smallthorn on a Monday evening,
around 7.30pm. You can also find them on Facebook or on
the web at dmrallyclub.co.uk. Their next Rally will be held
at The Waterloo, in Toddington Derbyshire. The photograph
above shows left John Harrison of the Bignall End Cricket
Club, centre Alison Potts representing The Midlands Air
Ambulance receiving a cheque for a thousand pounds from
Jason Bibby the new Chairman of the Rally Club.
John Harrison of the Cricket Club also presented a cheque
for £250 from the club and also Paul and Linda Shaw
landlord and landlady of the Swan Inn Chapel Street Bignall
End donated a cheque for a further £213, making a total of
£1463.
If you wish to make a donation to this worthwhile cause
call 0800 8402 040 for details.

The Danger Mouse Rally Club also made a presentation
on the night to the Blood Bikers who volunteer their time
delivering blood to the emergency services.
Look out in February 2015 when the Danger Mouse Rally
Club will be back once again to raise more for charity.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote Rd-, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.
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Bereavements / Tributes

Ted Ball.
Ted passed away
peacefully at his home
in Bignall End on the
16th of March 2014
after a short illness.
Ted, of Aarons
Drive, was the much
loved husband of
Betty and dear father
of Jude, a much
loved brother, brother
in-law, uncle and
friend to many.
Ted was born in
Chesterton, the son
of Abraham and Edith, brother to Brenda, Terry, Tony, Brian
and the late Peter. He was educated at the Chesterton school.
On leaving school Ted, aged 15, became an apprentice
joiner, this was interrupted by National Service.
Ted found that if he became a regular soldier he would
receive more money, so he signed on for three years and
joined the Royal Engineers.
Once Ted had done his service and came back into civvy
street he returned to work as a joiner. He joined the ERF lorry
company for a few years becoming a cab builder.
On leaving ERF, he returned to his trade as a joiner, where
he stayed at until his retirement.
Ted came to live in Bignall End after his marriage to Betty
in 1972 and lived there until he passed away.
He loved to walk his dogs where he said he met so many
lovely people from the village. He loved to enjoy a chat with
the owners of other dogs.
He loved his garden and greenhouse.
Ted was a very sociable person who like to meet up with
friends to have a drink and natter.
Ted’s funeral took place at the Bradwell Crematorium on
the 28th March. The Crematorium was full with relatives and
so many friends who paid tribute.
Betty and Jude Ball would like to thank the Rev Helen Hoe
(Methodist Minister), Carol Jones from the Co-op Funeral
company and Linda and Paul at the Swan Inn Bignall End for
the catering.
A special thanks must go to the Audley Doctors, District
Nurses, Douglas Mcmillan Hospice at Home Staff and all the
carers who looked after Ted during his short illness.
Thanks also to all who made a donation, which has now been
sent to The Douglas Mcmillan Hospice.
If you wish to place a tribute or details of a death, please
contact the Editor. Contact details are on page 3.
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Tribute to Ivy Lavinia Collings
28th September 1921 - 9th February 2014
Ivy was born on the 28th September 1921 in Audley to Florence
Austin. Ivy was raised mainly by her grandparents and as such
had quite a strict Victorian upbringing.
On leaving school at the age of 14 she went straight to work
in service. Ivy worked in a large house in Prestbury where
some of her duties included looking after the family’s children
and she was often included on days out with the family. She
worked in service for 6½ days a week. Most of her half days
would be spent cycling the 3 hour round trip back home to
Audley to see her family.
A few weeks after her 18th birthday, World War 2 broke out
and Ivy spent some of her time working in a mansion house
which had been taken over to house evacuee children from the
big cities, many of whom were in poor health, she found this
hard work but enjoyed it.
Wanting to play a bigger part in the war effort she applied for
the Land Army but was turned down so instead she joined the
NAAFI and was sent to Scotland for part of her training. This
eventually led her to board a ship, travelling alone and having
no idea where it was taking her, which was a very daunting
experience for such a young girl.
Eventually she arrived at a train station in Italy in the middle
of the night and on arriving at her posting she was given the
job of handing out cigarette rations to servicemen who were
recuperating after injury. One of the men was called Dennis
and he was at the rest camp after being shot. They began
chatting, a relationship soon blossomed and they married
in a chapel at camp on the outskirts of Rome and they
honeymooned in Sorrento.
However their relationship was interrupted briefly when
Dennis was discharged before Ivy. An expectant Ivy was
discharged soon after and she travelled to New Brotton in
Cleveland where she went to live with her husband’s parents.
Here Ivy went on to raise 7 children, had 11 grandchildren and
12 great grandchildren.
Ivy was always full of fun and loved writing letters and
poems for her family, always putting a verse in almost every
birthday card. Ivy managed to stay in her own home although
her health began to deteriorate. Her family looked after her
and sadly she passed away peacefully in her own home on 9th
February 2014.

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free
estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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A Mother Tribute to her loving son Matthew (Matt) Peever
Matt passed away 22nd Feb 2014 he was 28 years old.
His death at the moment is unexplained. Matt suffered with Mental Health problems for over 10 years. He suffered with
voices throughout these years, and had tremendous support from my close family and friends. Matt was a lovable rogue
with a charismatic smile. His funeral was huge and the poem that was read out by Andy Wilde had everyone in tears ,as he
summed up Matt to a T. I would like also to Thank the NHS assertive Outreach Team, The Harplands Hospital and MIND who
in turn all supported Matt through his troubles and well being, and if Mental Health is highlighted more each day then more
people like Matt would get the care and treatment they need, and maybe the Stigma surrounding Mental Health would ease
a little and gain more awareness. Below is the poem which was read out at Matt’s funeral which I wish to share with your
readers and hope it may help others who suffer with this illness or have lost a loved one who they sadly miss. Mandy Peever
There are no demons where I’ve gone,
There’s none inside my head,
The only Gods around me,
Help me sleep soundly in my bed.
There’s no more sleeping with my shoes,
Tied firmly on my feet,
The only running now I’ll do,
Are to dear ones that I’ll meet.
There’s my brother Marc,
A cheerful lad, who’s grown so tall and proud,
He was here to greet me,
And declare his love out loud.
There’s my dad Pete, and granddad Alb,
Who stand here by my side,
They know I’ve had my troubles,
But they nurture me with pride.
As I get back to the lad I was,
So fun, so tall and so true,
I have the following message,
That I must send to you,
I’ve got the greatest family,
That any man could test,
No greater love was anyone shown,
You’re better than all the rest.
My nana has been supportive,
She’s always held me dear,
So thank you nan for your love and support,
You made your devotion so clear.
My brother Jake and little sis,
Shelbie is her name,
They loved me unconditionally,
Without prejudice, judgement or shame.
There’s another little man so dear,

My nephew Leo, so cute,
I’ll guide him every step of the way,
To man from this little beaut.
Then there’s Daz who was a big part of my life,
Who stood by mum through thick and thin,
Trouble and strife.
But most of all there is my mum,
So strong, so loving, so giving,
It’s your time now mum, so listen to me.
Your life is still worth living,
For I will still be watching mum,
As you shed a silent tear,
Feel with your heart and you will see,
That I am still so very near.
And know this, that on my birthday,
I had my tattoo on my chest,
It simply says in five big words,
Mum you are the best.
So feel no guilt in laughter,
I know how much you care,
Feel no sorrow in a smile,
That I’m not there to share.
I couldn’t live forever,
And I never wanted to,
But hope that you will carry on,
The way you always do,
So think about the good times,
And the ways you showed you cared,
Let those memories surround you,
As if I am still there.
And suddenly, it may take an hour or a day,
But you will see I haven’t gone,
I’m merely a heartbeat away.
God bless you Matthew.

Edith Smith (was Brown)
Edith passed away peacefully surrounded by her loving family
on the 17th December 2013, at the University Hospital North
Staffs, aged 78 years.
Edith had been a resident of Vernon Close Audley for over
50 years and was the dearly loved wife of Eric, cherished
mum to Keith, Stephen, Terence and the late Susan and
Andrew. She was also a devoted step mum to Darren, a dear
mother-in-law, nan and adored great-nan.
Edith had been bedridden for the past few years and was
always happy to receive a copy of the Audley Community
News, which kept her in touch with our village news.

The funeral service took place in the village that she
so loved and was held at St. James Church, Audley, on
the 9th of January, followed by cremation at the Bradwell
Crematorium.
All donations were sent to Diabetes UK and the Air
Ambulance.
The family would like to thank the Horne Brothers of Audley
Funeral Homes, The Reverend Peter Davis and St. James
Church Hall, for all their care and great service, not only
to their late mother, but to the family in their time of grief.
Please accept our condolences from the Audley Community
News.
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Readers Letters

Carpets at
warehouse priCes
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets
Established 30 years

et
rp
ca
le
sa
Best quality acrylic wilton - cHeap
80.20 wool - from roll £13.50 sq yd.
BleacH cleanaBle acrylic carpet from roll £8.75 sq yd.
larGe selection of roll ends to fit
livinG rooms, Bedrooms and kitcHens
Heathcote street,
chesterton,
newcastle under lyme

Tel: 01782 562245
mon-wed 11am - 6pm | tHur 11am - 4pm
fri & sat 11am - 6pm | sun 11am - 2pm

Dear Editor.
Directional signs are a form of signage which have the
purpose of directing people to a place of interest or
encourage a flow of movement in a particular direction,
unfortunately this is lacking in Halmer End.
Motorists visiting an area for the first time generally use
the signage system we use in the UK to find their route in and
out of a destination and largely that’s what we all use, unless
you have a satellite navigation system like me.
Authorities need to make the public aware of how to find
certain areas and make it clear which way they should be
going.
If you are approaching Halmer End from any direction then
the signage generally is acceptable. It’s if you`re leaving the
village then the signs are poor.
Some years ago entering the village from any aspect
there would be adequate indicators to inform you of
your next destination, coming down Alsagers Bank for
instance directional signs telling you where your route to
Nantwich,Woore, Audley etc is but non existent now.
It’s apparent to me that Halmer End is yet again lacking the
support from the responsible authority to maintain this area of
awareness.
It’s surely the responsibility of the council to maintain this
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facility when signs are removed for construction , wear and
tear, damage etc to replace them.
Once again I refer to the information signs for places of
interest, The Minnie Pit, The Woodland area at Bates wood /
Hayes wood etc. If you approach Halmer End from Balterley,
The Wesleyan Chapel Museum has its own informative brown
sign informing visitors of their direction.
If you wish to express your concerns over any highways
problems go to www.fixmystreet.com
In your opinion should the village need a better presence than
it has, then please use this site. Let your council know your
concerns, We all pay our council tax, then let’s get value for
our hard earned cash, put Halmer End back on the map.
By writing to the magazine in your last issue about the
road conditions in High Street Halmer End, our local MP Paul
Farrelly has taken up the case.
Mike Joynson Halmer End resident.
Dear Editor
A plea for information to anyone connected with the Pooles
Coachways bus service of Alsagers Bank. Any ex employees
or family members, particularly of the Pooles’ family, in order
to share and collate information with a view to having a book
published.
The company was started by Mrs. Elizabeth Poole in April
1925, with the help of her sons, including Peter, Charles,
George, Arthur and Henry. The company ran from a garage
behind 235 High Street, Alsagers Bank, which is now a
kitchen fitting business. Pooles remained a local family run
concern throughout their trading life. Syd Stanfield became
the manager, Joe Rogers was the mechanic. There were at
least 12 drivers and as many conductors. I have counted at
least 30 employees in total so far.
The livery of the buses was red, cream and maroon and
Pooles purchased a total of 33 buses in 1978 with a further
13 buses and coaches in later years. The main routes that
Pooles served were from Audley, Halmer End, Scot Hay,
Parkside estate, Silverdale and Knutton to Newcastle. In later
years buses ran to Hanley, Porthill, Bradwell, Maybank, Stoke,
Harshill and to Hanley bus station. Also included are the
various works specials such as Rists, coal mines and schools
together with the many day trips to markets and the coast.
Pooles decided to sell the business around 1985.
However the name carried on with McCready’s of Chesterton
and Mathews Motors into the 1990s.
I am also researching the Duggins/Princess bus service
that ran from Newcastle to Parkside and Silverdale from
1923 to 1980. I have now collected 57 pictures of the
Duggins bus service and a whopping 334 pictures in colour
and black and white of Pooles bus company.
I do hope that this letter is of interest to your readers
and hope that they may be able to help in my quest for
information.
Any information please contact the Editor, contact details
can be found on page3.
Dave Gleaves.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

A RELIC FROM THE PAST!
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HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

When volunteer members of the Podmore Conservation
Group were working on a project, they unearthed a relic from
the nature reserve’s past history as a coal mining complex.
A metal axel and two attached metal wheels, believed
to be from an old coal tub, were found. They have now
been placed beneath the sign at the entrance to the nature
reserve.
The Podmore Colliery, which mined this area, was the
parent company that owned the Minnie Pit which was sunk
845 yards to the West in 1883.
The two shafts were connected by underground workings
and worked together to win valuable coal from the North
Staffordshire seams.
In 3 years time, on the 12th of January 2018, it will be
100 years to the day since the Minnie Pit Disaster in which a
total of 156 men and boys lost their lives.
It is hoped to hold a number of suitable commemorative
events in the village around that time.
Ray Dale Wildlife volunteer.

Wanted back issues.
Have any of our readers got spare copies of issues
2 and 3 of the Audley Community News.
If so can you please contact the Editor on the
usual number.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

AIR RAID SHELTERS WHERE WERE THEY?
After the recent inclusion in our last issue of a photograph
of the air raid shelter on the old “Patch” in Wereton Road
Audley, can anyone remember where any other shelters were
situated in and around the parish?
Also if there are any photographs available we would
welcome a copy. We would appreciate your help on this
matter.
Please contact the Editor with any information regarding
air raid shelters.
His details can be found on Page 3 of this magazine.

16

Local Parish Information Audley Community News

Audley Christian Viewpoint & Local Churches presented an Easter Extravaganza
Pictured below, Shaun of Audley Country Meats, our
lovely friendly butcher was providing a Hog Roast - yummy.
The day was dry and a little chilly, but sometimes the
sun broke through and everyone seemed to be having
a good time.

We were all up very early - erecting gazebos, transporting
tables and chairs to enable the Craft folk to set out their stalls
in time for the 9.30 am opening - a new venture for us - to
hold an April event very centrally on the Library Car Park in
Audley.
Thanks Staffordshire County Library and particularly to our
lovely Librarians, Jo and Ann for your generous hospitality.
As soon as the posters and decorations were all in place
the folks started to arrive.
Perhaps you’d like to make a miniature Easter Garden,
decorate a cross necklace or some Easter cards, try an
Easter Quiz, pick up an Easter egg, with a leaflet re-telling the
Easter story, make a scratch bookmark - lovely and unusual,
spend time in the Story Corner, have your face painted and
then - well, how about a juice or a coffee with a hot cross
bun while you watch the Puppet Show explaining why Easter
is such a wonderful time of year - and all of the above freely
available to adults and children alike.

Operation Christmas Child 2014.
Believe it or not, we’ve already ordered and received leaflets
– boxes – publicity material, etc. for our Operation Christmas
Child efforts in 2014. Last year we managed to send off 590
boxes – I wonder - can we get over the 600 mark this year?
Since 1990 more than 100 million boys and girls in 130+
countries have experienced love by receiving the gift of a
shoe box filled with small gifts – some useful, (hats, gloves,
toothpaste and brushes, soap, pads and pencils, etc.) and
some just for fun.
The boxes are distributed by the local churches in the
areas where the children live – “they are given to children –
many of whom have never before received a Christmas gift –
and regardless of background or religious beliefs” – they are
in fact an unconditional gift of love.
Today, it’s possible even to track your shoeboxes - if you
are internet savvy - and to learn a little about the youngsters
who have received them.

As for us, we
just wanted to share some fun with the local folk as we tried
to show why Easter is such a special time for Christians.
A time to celebrate that Jesus is alive today and wants to
share His love with any who will take the time to get to know
Him right now.
By the way, did you take a verse from the baskets being
offered around? In case you didn’t, I picked one out - just for
you - it says:- “For God so loved the world that He gave His
only Son, so that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but
have eternal life”.
Thanks everyone for coming and sharing in our Easter
Extravaganza - may God bless your year. Barbara Jones.

If you’d like to get involved it’s not too soon to begin to
collect items for the shoeboxes – maybe you can knit or sew
– nothing too large – don’t forget it must all fit into a shoe
box! Oh yes, and we will supply the shoe boxes if required.
(720352 or 722898)
There are loads of ways that you can help apart from filling
boxes yourself – you can contribute items – drop them off at
the Library or the Church Office – contribute towards the cost
of flying the boxes out – you can do this on-line or by cheque
to Samaritan’s Purse – hold a Bring and Buy or do a Car Boot
to raise cash to buy things or to send boxes - you can come
and join the Team – help spread the news – get in touch with
me Barbara (01782720352) or Ann (01782722898).
Later in the year you will see leaflets around giving full
details – you even may get one through your front door! Our
collection date is Nov.5th – I know that seems ages away –
but, trust me, it will soon be here. Come on folks – join in – it
really is lots of fun. (Barbara Jones).
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I am writing this newsletter with a
sad heart. We have lost our oldest
member, Doris Edgley, aged 93 years.
A very forthright lady who didn’t mince
her words but she had a heart of gold
and would do anything to help you.
A former president who has played

a major part in what our WI is today.
Below I have written a tribute, she will
be sadly missed.
In February a representative from
Douglas Macmillan gave an informative
talk about the running of the hospice
and what it entails.
Bernard Lovatt gave a talk in March
on behalf of the volunteers that run
the Etruria Industrial Museum. It was
very interesting, I never knew what
was involved in making bone china. If
it wasn’t for the volunteers we would
lose all our history.
Christine Green visited us in April to
demonstrate making cake toppers out
of sugar craft. It was outstanding what
this lady makes out of sugar paste.

She gave us the pink roses she made
on the night to put on our birthday
cake in June.
We have our AGM in May, then
our birthday party in June. Dr. Robert
Finn (chiropractor) talks about ‘Spine
Awareness’ in July.
In August local man Brian Carnes
tells us how he got an MBE. WI
member Helen Mancey tells us about a
‘Trip to Ethiopia’. If you are interested
in any meetings pop in and visit us,
no pressure to join, just come and see
if you like us. We are at the Church
Hall on the fourth Thursday at 7pm 7.15pm start.
Telephone Anne 721957 or Glenis
722009 for more information.

Doris
Edgley
Doris (nee
Billington)
sadly
passed
away at the
UHNS on
Sunday,
20th April,
aged 93
years.
Doris
lived in
Maddock Street and has spent
all her life in Audley.
One of five children, May, Sam, Doris,
Fred and Ern, she was born in the King’s
Head pub on Church Bank.
She went to Audley school, which is
now the Church Hall.
At the age of 14 years Doris went
into service to the Stanier family in
Granville Avenue, Newcastle, only
visiting home every fortnight.
At the age of 16 Doris went to work
at the munitions factory at Radway
Green, making cartridge cases for the
bullets. She continued working through
the war, meeting Fred and marrying
when she was 18. They saved coupons
for a wedding suit and sweet coupons to

make a chocolate wedding cake.
Doris left Radway Green when she was
five months pregnant with Eileen. The
family then moved into George Street.
Doris went to work as a housekeeper
to Vicar Lewis and eventually, when the
church bought the school, she went as
caretaker to the Church Hall, then lived in
the caretaker’s cottage.
Doris became very involved in the
hall and everything that entailed, getting
ready for all the events taking place. She
had many stories about those times.
When Doris retired she moved to
Wilbrahams Walk with Fred (she never
went far) where her husband had a
stroke.
Dr. Robinson arranged for them to
move to the new bungalows in Kelsall
Way as Doris couldn’t manage the
stairs with Fred, where she cared for
him until his death in 1984.
Doris even passed her driving test
and bought a little car to enable her to
take Fred out for the day and holidays.
After Fred died, Doris moved to
Maddock Street, where she got more
involved with village life, including being
a dinner lady at Audley Infants school.
Doris, with her daughter Eileen, was
involved in the WI where they had both

been president.
The Gardening Club was also
important to Doris, but none as much
as Audley Parish Bowling Club, which
she enjoyed with brother Ern and many
friends.
Doris served on the committee and
was a force to be reckoned with. But
she loved the social bowling and events
which always involved plenty of cakes.
Doris was a very determined lady
when she set her mind to anything, but
she was also a very giving and generous
person.
Her door was always open, and she
would do anything to help you, always
there with a cuppa and a piece of
home-made cake
After Eileen died in 1998, and her
granddaughter’s accident, Doris tried
to fill her time until recently, when her
health deteriorated and her eyesight
began to fail.
Her words were, “I don’t know
why I’m here, I’m no use to anyone
anymore.”
Little did she know how much she
gave just being there, and will be sadly
missed.
Rest in Peace Doris.

Audley &
District Wi
News For 2014

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

New Era Dawns for
Audley Allotments
In February 2013 tenants of the Audley allotments were
devastated by a period of repeated vandalism which
culminated in a spate of incidents during the February half
term holiday, when many plots and property were destroyed.
Just over a year on, however, the allotments holders are
benefiting from improved security following the installation of
a new boundary fence.
The newly formed allotment committee have been busy
applying for funding from a variety of sources and Phase 1 of
the project was completed in February this year.
The increased security of the site has generated new
enthusiasm in the allotment holders and in early March, many
were already hard at work on their plots.
The Association now has a waiting list as the interest in the
‘grow your own’ lifestyle increases and community spirit on
the allotments has been restored.
The committee and other allotment holders are grateful for
the support from Audley Parish Council, Newcastle Borough
Council’s Community Chest Scheme and Small Grants
Scheme, and Staffordshire County Council’s Local Community
Fund: all of whom have made significant contributions to the
project.
They would also like to thank Staffordshire Fire and
Rescue’s Young Fire-fighters who raised £250 from a
sponsored car wash.
Encouraged by the success of their funding applications
and by the renewed enthusiasm and commitment of the
plot holders, the committee now have plans to apply for
lottery funding and to run their own fund-raising events.
The first of which was a Pie and Pea Supper at the Swan

AUDLEY LAP
(LOCAL ACTION
PARTNERSHIP)
LAP members were really pleased that 14 different
organisations were represented at our Health and Well Being
Day. Alcohol Awareness, the Diabetes Society, the Patients’
Panel, the Stroke Association and the Alzheimer Society were
among those who were able to give help and advice.
Free home-made soup and hot rolls as well as healthy
chocolate cake, made by one of our committee members,
were served to all visitors and participants.
The police and fire service were there to listen to people’s
concerns about parish life. Valuable networking between
participants was greatly appreciated by those involved.
We are continuing to support music workshops in our
schools. As a result, a concert will be held at Sir Thomas
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Inn, Bignall End, provided by Linda and Paul Shaw the
landlady & landlord who raised over £500 at their charitable
event.
Picture above shows Sid Mayer one of the allotment
members, seen planting out this seasons vegetables. Sid has
with brother Ken, been an allotment users for many years.
The lottery bid will focus on the need to develop a
community area on the allotment site which will help to
unite the two sides of the allotments which were historically
separate.
Although there is now a waiting list, allotments do come
available from time to time and anyone interested in finding
out more or signing up for a plot can contact the association
by email at
audleyallotments@gmail.com or by telephoning
01782 723512.
Rachel Bailey Audley Allotment Society.
Boughey High School in May.
June 6th is the Borough’s Communities Day and we have
been asked to make a contribution. We are planning a litter
clean –up day throughout the Parish. This event will be
supported by over 100 children who will be involved between
10am and noon.
The students would like the support of some adults –
so could you come and join us and help our youngsters?
Information will soon be available about meeting points.
Our committee meets regularly to plan future activities.
We hold open meetings every two months at Durber Close
– have you ever thought of joining us? – you would be most
welcome.
In conclusion, we want to thank Rotary for their
involvement with us. Their representative is so supportive
and full of good ideas.
Jane Lancaster (Chair, Audley LAP)
Tel. 01782 720231
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Fridays

The Dog

On Friday night the weekend can start
When youngsters may chase affairs of the heart
It’s also the time older folks greet
A circle of friends they’re happy to meet.
Insults exchanged are taken as read
It’s just friendly banter whatever is said.
They talk up the prospects of the Vale & Stoke
Or listen and laugh at the latest joke.

The big white dog with a happy grin,
Sat by the door and waited.
She waited and waited until the door was open.
Then, she went to the gate and lay down in the sun.
When she came in, with her back as hot as a fire,
The dog looked at me,
Then the fridge.
Her eyes were as dark as night, when she stared at the door
laughing.
I opened the door and her sad eyes lit up like the light in the
fridge.
I passed her a sausage and rubbed her head,
And the dog loved me.
Her owner came back from the holiday,
And took her snow-dog home.
It became a regular thing,
So the dog had got two homes.
But then the dog grew old.
She walked slowly and slept longer But her snow fur never turned grey.
She didn’t jump up for treats anymore,
Which made us give them too her even more!
One day the balloon of worry popped.
Our shared dog had died.
The elderly dog, with fur made of snow,
Would never beg again,
Never sit in the sun again
I’d never stroke her head again,
Never feel her white, matted fur again.
A tear fell.
Kate Wilkes. aged 12.

There’s always a jester with stories to tell
Tales of the past going down well.
Often the scene is the local pub
Where a pie and a pint is likely grub.
They know all the answers to put the world right
Yet nothing is said to ruin a good night.
Talk may include the nation’s wealth
More important perhaps the family health.
There’s always a topic and things to try
Gardening tips and DIY
Holiday trips, where to go
The latest bargains, good to know.
Perhaps they’ll discuss what’s been on TV
The weather forecast, folks to see.
Then all too soon the night’s at an end
Together next week there’ll be more time to spend.
Derrick Bate.

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List

SENIOR
CITIZENS 10%

DISCOUNT

Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.00
£6.50
£5.00
£4.00
£4.00
£8.50
£1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley Ladies Choir rehearsing
for next concert.
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Problem Feet?

HEATHER NIEWDACH

Chiropodist/Podiatrist
BSc (Hons) MChS
HPC Registered

Mondays at
102 Crewe Road, Alsager
So far, 2014 has been a very
successful year for Audley Ladies Choir.
We had good weather in January and
Open Rehearsals were well attended
and enjoyed by visitors who came
along for a sing with us.
We have welcomed some new
choristers and it is hoped they will have
a long and interesting time with the
choir.
The first ‘gig’ this year was at
Kidsgrove Salvation Army.
The Monday afternoon group are
always pleased to welcome us.
They look forward to our singing and
the stories and jokes!
At St. James’ Church on the last
Saturday in March the choir was

Tuesday to Friday – Home Visits
pleased to be part of an excellent
concert organised to raise funds for
a new kitchen in the church hall.
This was a great success.
We were thrilled to be asked by
Newcastle Male Voice Choir to be
their guests at the Mayor’s Charity
Concert at the Methodist Church in
Newcastle on Saturday 10th April.
Both choirs were on top form, it
has to be said!
We are rehearsing now for
an evening at the Cameo club in
May and for our own Bring & Buy
and Summer Concert on Tuesday
afternoon July 22nd at St. James’
Church Hall.
Put it in your diary!

Tel: 01270 879643
Mob: 07852 204335
Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

If you wish to advertise
in any of the issue of the
Audley Community News.
Contact the Editor.
Details can be found on page 3 of this
magazine on how to contact us.
Advertisements of Community Events
are FREE of charge, just contact us by
mail, phone or email.

Audley Ladies Support RSPCA
The ladies from Durber Close Community Centre, Audley,
pictured opposite, who meet weekly for a game of bingo, a
cup of tea and a chat, have very kindly knitted and crocheted
approx. 40 blankets and donated them to the RSPCA
Staffordshire North Branch for use by the cats and dogs
awaiting re-homing.
The local branch of the RSPCA would like to offer its
most sincere thanks to all of the ladies, some of whom can
be pictured opposite, for their hard work and dedication in
crafting the blankets.
Once again ladies - sincere thanks for your kindness and
generosity.
Mr. R Rutter
RSPCA Staffordshire North Branch volunteer.
The contact details for local RSPCA branch:
Tel: 01538 388604 or admin@rspcastaffsnorth.org

Left to Right can be seen: Freda Lightfoot, Joan Proctor,
Janet Howell, Chris Bullock, Chris Howell, Margaret Hassell
and Mona Latham.
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BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB

CHAMPIONS NORTH STAFFS AND DISTRICT CRICKET LEAGUE 1923

A.W. Ikin, F. Walley, J. Burgess, J. Maddock, J. White, (Scorer), A. E. Bratby, F. J. Dale, L. McEllin, A. Riley,
E. Downing, F. Nixon, J. H. Mayer, (Captain), A. Lockett, (Vice-Captain), W. Downing.
Presented to the Bignall End Cricket Club by the supporters as a souvenir, on the occasion of their attaining the Championship,
Season 1923.
Today’s local cricket is a far cry from
the way cricket was played in the
1900s.
In those days all the players were
local lads who played for the pleasure
of the game and of course many teams
playing in the Premier League of its
day, the North Staffordshire & District
Cricket League.
In those days you could still stand at
the pithead and whistle down the mine
for a player.
Bignall End was of course no
different and in a parish that had
several mines there must have been a
goodly number of players vying for a
place in the Bignall End Cricket team of
the day.
Rookery, Diglake, Jamage, Footrail,
Bignall End, Minnie, all local well known
pits, providing work for many men

and boys, but 1923, 1924 and 1925
must have been their golden years,
for Bignall End Cricket Club won the
League’s Cricket Championship for
those consecutive years.
No mean achievement for any team
which consisted of a base of some 15
or so players.
If you visit the Bignall End Cricket Club
you will find three mementos recording
that fine achievement, in pride of place
a photograph (copy above) of the
1923 side and a plaque displaying the
success for Bignall End Cricket Club.
A commemorative Medal for each
player was presented to the team at the
time.
For many years the club held one of
the medals on display, this belong to Dr.

Riley.
This year a second medal has been
bequeathed to the club by the late Ivy
Mayer, that being the medal of her
father Aaron Lockett.
We know that one medal resides
in Australia, that medal having been
presented to A. W. Ikin.
The remaining members of that
successful three year spell are in the
names above, below the photograph.
All these players were local lads and
I am curious to know if any members
of their families have their medal
tucked away in a drawer somewhere
and would consider letting us know
at the Cricket Club if it is still in their
possession. Please contact us at the
Club or contact the Editor.
John Harrison@Bignall End CC

audley patient panel

Audley
Audley Patient
PatientParticipation
ParticipationGroup
Group
Informed patients get better, safer care ......and benefit the NHS!
Informed patients get better, safer care ......and benefit the NHS!
Put patients first and get switched on to Patient Participation Groups....
Put patients first and get switched on to Patient Participation Groups....
Based on
Based
on mutual
mutual trust
trust and
and respect
respectbetween
betweenthe
thepatients,
patients,GPs
GPsand
andpractice
practice
staff
these
groups
help
to
maintain
and
improve
the
quality
of
care
and
staff these groups help to maintain and improve the quality of care andensure
ensure
services
are
responsive
to
patient
needs
and
priorities.
services are responsive to patient needs and priorities.
The Audley
Audley Health
The
Health Centre’s
Centre’s Patient
Patient Group
Groupisisholding
holdingaaweek
weekofof
event’s aimed
aimed at
event’s
at raising
raising awareness
awareness of
of their
theirLocal
LocalPPG’s.
PPG’s.
••
••
••
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2ndJune
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Atthe
theHealth
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Tuesday
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Wednesday
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Friday 6th
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Patient Participation Week
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aims to
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to achieve excellence in care
care for
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During the week Patient Participation
Participation Groups
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range of events to increase
public
and
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awareness,
including
working
with
increase public and professional awareness, including working with
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Why not come along to the
the Health
Health Centre
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or the
the Community
CommunityHall
Hallororattend
attendthe
the
Mother’s Union and find
find more
more about
about the
the work
work being
being done
done ininharmony
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withthe
the
Health Centre in improving
improving the
the experience
experienceof
ofall
allPatients.
Patients.
You can always reach
reach the
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panel by
by using
usingany
anyof
ofthe
thecontact
contactnumbers
numbersbelow.
below.
dwh101@gmail.com 01782
01782723712,
723712, 07765177
07765177
dwh101@gmail.com
audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com
or visit
visitwww.audleypatientpanel.btck.co.uk
www.audleypatientpanel.btck.co.uk
audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or
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Medieval Weekend in Audley

What fantastic weather we had this year for our event and a
good turn out. Above, the village children listen to stories.
The Beavers and Cubs headed the parade with the St.
George flag and a scary dragon, along with their own made
swords and helmets. They were accompanied by the local
police and two of our team carrying Lord Audley’s Battle
Pennon and the P.A.M.S. shield. They opened the event
where one of their members was invested.
New for this year was our torturer Ben, who enthralled
the audiences with his gruesome tales; he even tried out his
skills on some willing victims.
Owain Leech the Surgeon was there to help with all the
ailments and amputations.
We noticed quite a few scarred children and adults; this
was inflicted by the very talented Alan Barret, who did a
fantastic job with his modelling wax and fake blood. They
looked so realistic.
Saturday we were visited by Domesday Morris dancers
who entertained the crowds with their unique and energetic
style of dancing and playing, encouraging the audience
to join in towards the end of their slot. They also climbed
the heights of the Peak Pursuits climbing wall, which was
situated near to the entrance to the event, which certainly
was a sight to behold.
Visiting dogs also seemed to enjoy themselves, they
gained a lot of attention and cuddles from the public.
Historia Normanis, showed us how a knight prepared for
battle and displayed some combat skills in the arena. You
could also try your hand at archery with Athenian Archers.
Glen James the brilliant caricaturist spent a very busy
couple of days drawing members of the audience and
reenactors alike. He was very impressed, saying that,

“Audley was a lovely friendly village and would
love to join us again at forthcoming events”.
The lovely display of instruments, gained a lot
of interest from visitors”.
FREE lollies were handed out to the children
and Gromet the balloon wizard, as usual, gave
out fantastic FREE balloons to any child who
wanted them, we even noticed some adults
wearing his creations.
Lord and Lady Audley paid us a visit
on Sunday and wanted to know what had
happened to their castle.
Black Dog Molly entertained us in the
arena with their dancing, unique playing style
and masks, yet again getting the audience to
join in.
Our little jester thoroughly enjoyed herself dancing.
Purcy Harmaonica seemed to have problems with a flying
furry animal, he could not keep his pet under control no
matter how hard he tried.
Archie Kemlo Treherne won the spot the Purcy competition.
Well done Archie.
Every year there have been two faithfully decorated shop
windows in Audley. This year was no exception.
‘Audley Post Office and Horsleys’. Well done both of
you and thank you for taking part, your efforts have been
thoroughly appreciated over the past four years.
At the next event we are hoping to bring back the
children’s arena events and play corner and we are working
hard on making items for this.
Thank you to everyone for their help.
As usual there are far too many to mention personally and
it would not be fair if we left anyone out.
You all know who you are. THANK YOU.
We are working towards the next event. Funds permitting
it will be in 2015.
If you wish to help in any way, with donations, giving a
few hours of your time, sewing, crafting etc, we will be very
grateful.
We aim to keep this event FREE to everyone.
We are looking forward to our next event and hope again
for good weather.
To contact us call: 07782 349 524
parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk or on
Facebook, (Pams Audley).
Sandra Ginnis.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Success for HARP of GOLD
Harp of Gold are a new organisation within the Parish of
Audley, we formed in May 2013 after an old school friend
was taken seriously ill. Though many of us hadn’t seen each
other for 20 years, when news spread of Steve Harper’s
serious condition, Ade Martin and Maz Horne got in touch
with as many old pupils as they could through Facebook and
invited everyone to take part in a fund-raiser to help with
Steve’s care.
Steve had worked tirelessly with disabled children,
establishing CADS (Children’s Able and Disabled Sports),
organising sporting events where everyone participates in the
same activities. Those with severe and multiple disabilities
are allowed to access the same opportunities as their peers.
Steve is pictured opposite receiving a lottery award for his
work.
It was decided last year that part of the money raised
would go to the Seashell Trust where Steve had worked
previously. They help children, young people and adults
who have some of the most complex needs and disabilities
by providing wrap around education and care, and it is
something he cared passionately about.
Harp of Gold grew from the original idea of a charity
football match to include a FUN DAY and Auction. All this was
put together in eight short ( and very busy!) weeks, the result
of which was something much bigger and more successful
than any of us could have imagined.
With the help and generosity of local people and
businesses we raised £4000. This success prompted us to
try and continue this important work.
Steve’s health is improving far more than anyone could
have hoped for.
This is due to the hard work of not just Steve but the staff
at Haywood Hospital and his dedicated family.
It is hoped that after twelve months Steve will soon be able
to leave hospital. He will however still need constant care
and he and his family will still need our support.
This year we have already held two very successful events.
In January we held a curry night at Alessi restaurant, this sold
out and we raised £530.00.
In March we hosted our first Race Night at Bignall End
Cricket Club. It was again very well attended and we raised
over £800.00.
This year once again we are holding our FUN DAY and
FOOTBALL MATCH on the 19th July at the Audley Football
Club. There will be Games, Stalls, BBQ, Bouncy Castle,
Rodeo Bull and Live Music.
A massive thank you needs to go to Six Towns Radio who
will be broadcasting the event Live!! On the run up to the day
they will be playing the music of performers, so tune in to see
who’s on!

The money we raise this year will be distributed differently.
It will of course be donated to Steve’s care, but it will also be
shared between assisting the wonderful work of Audley First
Responders and a brand new Community Fund.
The money within the Harp of Gold Fund will be available
to any Groups/ Individuals within the Parish in need of
assistance, weather it is help purchasing equipment, funding
special events, or projects of any kind, application forms
will be available in January 2015 from our Facebook page,
website or from any member of the team.

Audley Village

Barbers

‘GENTS’ Hair Dressing
Rates:
OAP.

£4.50 (Mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00
Children from. £5.50
Clipper.

£5.00

Opening hours.
Monday 12 noon - 6pm
Tuesday 12 noon - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

Thursday 12 noon - 6pm
Friday 12 noon - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

Telephone dan 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley
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PURE
Success

Purity
R

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS
SUNBED, TANNING.

R

Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.

d
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.co.uk

Love your pet?

Purity Hair &
Beauty can be
seen opposite
celebrating their
2nd Birthday
and would like
to take this
opportunity to
thank all of their
customers past
and present for
their continued
support during
their fantastic
first two years.
Purity has evolved extremely well over the last 2 years with
the introduction of many new treatments and services that
they now provide.
They now wish to announce the arrival of two more
members to the Salon, Jo and Kerry. Both girls have vast
experience after working in top Newcastle based salons.
They join Emily with the hair team and are a welcome
addition to the salon. For all the latest promotions and offers
please contact the salon on 01782 720581.

Wanted

Issue No 4 of the Audley Historian please
contact the Editor, contact details can be
found on page 3.

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Laura with Otto
from Bath

You’ll love OSCAR Pet Foods!
●

Rats
Mice

●
●
●

ALL FOR JUST £5
Call Dave Whittlestone on 01782 257972 now
for a £5 starter pack - with the money back
off your first order.
Tel: 0800 195 8000

Wasps

www.oscar.co.uk
Participating franchisees only.

All domestic pest
control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED

01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Audley Rotary Club
Along with many other local groups, we took part
in the ‘Well Being Day’ in Audley. We handed out
leaflets giving advice on maintaining healthy blood
pressure and recognising and dealing with the
symptoms of strokes as well as measuring people’s
blood pressure. We are indebted to Paul Sargent
for providing his time and expertise once again.
As we do each year, we handed over a cheque
to the Donna Louise Trust from the proceeds of
our ‘Rotary Tree of Light’. The Club presented a
cheque to Audley First Responders to assist them
in their tremendous work.
We are continuing our mentoring work with
Madeley High. This has proved to be very
rewarding for both the pupils and mentors. We
are now looking to extend the scheme into Sir Thomas
Boughey High in the next school year.
The Rotary Club has sponsored Sir Thomas Boughey
High’s Years 8 and 9 girls football team by way of
purchasing new strips, which the girls proudly wore when
they represented Newcastle-under-Lyme at the Level 3
Schools Games in February. On a similar theme, we are
also sponsoring sports strips for Madeley Primary School
and have donated £250 to John Offley Primary School for
their Circusology Day.
As the school year approaches its end, we will once
again be providing ‘Young Achiever’ awards to children in
our local primary schools.
A donation has also been made to Audley Parish Angling
Club towards providing a trophy and prizes and we wish
them well in this new venture.

MAKE 2014 YOUR YEAR!
Meeting every Monday at 6:30pm
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
NANTWICH ROAD
6:30 PM WEIGH-IN AND 7:00 PM MEETING
Contact Liv for more details on 07531507855
www.weightwatchers.co.uk
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I am also very pleased to report that our quiz team
are once again through to the final of the District Quiz.
The Rotary year runs from July to June and preparations
are now underway for next year’s officers, with District
Assembly taking place on 10th May. We look forward to
another enjoyable and successful year and must thank
everyone in the local community for supporting us so well.
To contact us:
Neil Ginnis
Rotary Contacts
Public Relations:	Neil Ginnis (01782 721483
neilginnis@atosorigin.com)
Secretary:		
David Royle (01270 764201 lowe.
royle@mscable.com)
Website:		 http://www.audley.net/rotary

Dan Matthews
Garden Services

Lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying,
fence/shed painting,
pressure washing and general
maintenance.
All jobs considered. Regular/one
off work undertaken.
Fully insured. Competitive rates.
Call/text 07933013206 to arrange
a free quote
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A Lifetime
in the Navy
My Early Years
David Lovatt MBE.
Departing UK prior to the 1970 World
Cup Final and visiting Casablanca,
South Africa, Mauritius, and the
Persian Gulf we made our way back
to Singapore. There were a couple of
incidents of note. Close to the island of
Labuan with the Governor of Hong Kong
and his wife onboard we were rocked
by a loud explosion echoing throughout
the ship. It transpired one of the main
boilers had exploded. It was blamed
on having a female onboard! A preplanned trip to Australia was cancelled
and we limped to Hong Kong for repairs.
As ever Hong Kong was bustling.
However, there remained large areas
of greenery around Victoria, whereas
today it is a wall to wall concrete jungle.
US warships on stand down from the
Vietnam war were regular visitors and
frequented our club - The China Fleet
Club, and were more than willing to get
their Limey friends beer.
In November a tidal wave disaster
hit East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), I
suspect we would now call it a Tsunami.
The Intrepid with several other UK
ships spent a constant 24 hours in
Singapore loading thousands of tons
of relief stores from tents, cooking
stoves, and food into every space
available, then headed at full speed
for the Chittagong Delta. We were the
key communications facility sending
situation reports to authorities and coordinating the relief effort ashore.
Debris and bodies were all around
us and we spent 6 weeks assisting
the population. Christmas had been
spent at sea, however, we managed
to get to Hong Kong to enjoy superb
New Year celebrations. Early in Jan
1971 we returned to Singapore for the
end of the 2nd commission. We had
visited 15 countries in 2 years travelling
almost 56,000 miles in the process. I
had developed into a competent Radio
Operator and was rewarded with a draft

Features
(posting)
to a brand
new
Leander
class
frigate HMS
Diomede.
Returning to
UK by RAF
VC10 and
leave I was
unsure of
the joining
instructions
for my
new ship.
This was due to civilian strikes in the
Glasgow dockyard where the finishing
touches to Diomede were taking place.
I was instructed to remain at home
until contacted. This coincided with
Stoke’s best FA cup run of the century
and I managed to get to every match (all
8) from the 4th round onwards, mainly
with Arthur Austin who had acquired
a Ford Anglia in superb condition
for a mere £30 and we travelled to
Huddersfield, Manchester, Ipswich, Hull
and Sheffield to cheer the Potters on.
I joined Diomede in late spring along
with the rest of the crew pictured above
in the Atlantic. It turned out to be the
best ship I ever served on. Smaller
than Intrepid and compact with a crew
of 260, it was like a small village and
everyone got on well. We were led by
Captain Fieldhouse who would later
become Commander-in-Chief of the
Fleet during the Falklands campaign.
He was a superb leader and brought the
best out of everyone. All the lads were
great characters and I still keep in touch
with many.
Firstly we undertook trials to ensure
all the equipment functioned as it
should, then a lengthy ‘work up’ period
at Portland, where operational training
to prepare for any task took place,
before being scrutinised in a two week
exercise off the north of Scotland.
This brought us to the end of the year
and by this time my beloved Stoke were
in the throws of semi-final replays in the
League Cup against West Ham United. I
had managed to get to a few matches.
However, we sailed for the Far East in
early January 1972 for 9 months.
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Diomede was the leader of a Frigate
Squadron and as such had the better
port visits. Ploughing through the
waves of the South Atlantic it was
not unusual to find flying fish (exocet)
on the deck. Once more we visited
Simonstown and then on to Port
Elizabeth. The Navigation Officer whilst
being a lovely fellow, did on occasions
get us a little off course and often called
the Wireless Office to take bearings with
our direction finding equipment (which
was primarily used to locate ships in
distress).
The ship had a routine whereby we
would arrive over the horizon from the
port to be visited so that paint work
could be touched up and any other
detail squared up so that Her Majesty’s
ship would look her best on arrival.
We did this prior to sailing into Port
Elizabeth, then around 0800 the next
morning we lined the ship in our brilliant
white tropical uniforms and sailed over
the horizon in harbour…..only it wasn’t
Port Elizabeth!! Needless to say the
Navigator received the Captain’s wrath.
There were further visits to
Mombasa, Kenya and several states
and countries in the Persian Gulf
including Iran, who at that time was one
of our allies and the Shah sent many
of his Armed Forces personnel to the
UK for training. We were anchored at
Kharg Island in the Gulf on 4th March
’72 when Stoke won the League Cup.
There was no commentary on the BBC
World Service, just a half time and full
time report, so with no other means of
knowing what was happening it was a
nervous 90 minutes, and I did manage
to get ashore for a drink or two that

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
evening. We continued on to Singapore.
It was a very happy ship and on the
numerous ‘runs ashore’ (day/nights
out) my mess mates and myself would
always find the best sights to see
and the ‘happening’ venues at night.
Highlights of this trip included The
Philippines, Penang Malaysia, Hong
Kong (several times) and Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, Japan. Returning home
we crossed the South Atlantic with a
brief visit to Tristan da Cunha, and then
suffered in storm force 10 weather for
a week making our way to Montevideo
Uruguay, where we experienced some
political unrest ashore, with strikes,
bombs and unexpected demonstrations
against the ruling power. From there
it was onto Rio de Janerio for a more
pleasant visit and the opportunity to
see the world renowned sights of
Copacabana and the statue of Jesus
Christ the Redeemer overlooking the
city. Our Department set a record with
a communications link. High Frequency
Communications with UK were difficult
in the South Atlantic, therefore we had
picked up a link with our shore base
in Mauritius. It was only meant to be
used whilst we were deep into the
South Atlantic. However, through good
frequency management, we managed
to maintain constant communications
until we arrived back in Portsmouth in
early September 1972. After leave,
the ship required additional personnel
to train as divers. These were used for
various reasons including the unfouling
of the ships propellers, unblocking
water intakes, or searching for limpet
mines that an aggressor may have
placed. Two mess colleagues and
myself volunteered for the lengthy
course at Plymouth, and having passed
the medical were despatched. It was a
varied and tough course, with not only
diving, but underwater welding, cutting
and to build up our stamina, mud runs
in our dry suits. At the end of the
course we would be able to fully dress
ourselves assisted by our buddy and be
in the water within two minutes.
In the spring of 1973 we sailed for
the Caribbean, to be the West Indies
Guard Ship, mainly to provide disaster
relief to any of our colonies in the event
of a hurricane. It was a superb six
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months. Commencing with a
visit to our base in Bermuda
to pick up hurricane stores,
we visited many islands. For
some of the time we were in
company with another Leander,
HMS Minerva who had a young
Prince of Wales onboard as the
Gunnery Officer. My diving skills
were put to use professionally
as well as for leisure, assisting
the Jamaican Defence force on a
project. In the Bahamas we dived
a weekend in London and we had
in the location where the final
exchanged letters for 6 months. I
action for the Bond film ‘Thunderball’
had also joined the recently formed
was shot, and in the Cayman Islands
London and South Stoke Supporters
managed to catch enough crayfish
club, which with group travel discounts,
for the whole ship to enjoy lobster
made the train journey up to Stoke
thermadore! The seas were crystal
quite a bargain. Amongst members
clear, full of vividly coloured tropical
who travelled up was a young Nick
fish. We dived amongst sharks and
Hancock who was teaching in London
alongside Sting Rays, all memorable
at that time. Stoke signed Alan Hudson
experiences. We were mainly based in
in early 1974 and our little group was
Puerto Rico and opportunities arose to
travel into the rain forest. A month was joined by his family for train journeys to
spent in Trinidad for ships maintenance. home and away matches.
To continue in next issue.
However, it was tinged with sadness.
Two of the crew
were involved in
a car crash in
which one died
and the other was
seriously injured.
He is remembered
on the wall at the
Independent Funeral Directors
National Arboretum
at Alrewas. The
Traditional, Green and
ship also visited
Eco-Friendly Funerals
Key West and
†
Jacksonville Florida,
where 3 of us hired
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
a VW Beetle and
†
travelled the State
Assistance in Completion of
for a week.
Bereavement Benefit Claims
We sailed back to
UK in the autumn.
†
In addition to it
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
being a fabuously
memorable trip,
Contact Conrad Mottram
professionally I
had become a
Tel Audley 01782 720057 - New
Watch Leader and
Number
passed my exams
07900492692 - 24 Hour
for Leading Radio
Operator. Prior
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
to sailing I had
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
met Rochelle on

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
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news from audley parish council

Audley Parish Council 2014
Mr A Wemyss
Mr M Dolman
Mr E Durber
Mr C C Cooper
Mr P Breuer
Mr N Blackwood

Your Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a
statutory elected local authority, which
acts as a voice for local opinion by
keeping in close and regular contact
with its electorate and provides a focus
for voluntary organisations in the area.
Our Council comprises of three wards:
Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End
which are represented by a total of 15
councillors, who volunteer their time:
Mr T Sproston (Chair)
Mrs K Davison (Vice chair)
Mr H Proctor
Mrs V Pearson
Mr D Cornes
Mrs B Kinnersley
Mr P J Morgan
Mrs C D Cornes
Mrs A Beech

MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what
has been achieved over the last year
or so can be obtained from the Annual
Report 2013/14 or by looking through
the minutes from every meeting on the
Parish Council’s website.
You can visit our website at anytime
http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit
the 8 noticeboards across the Parish for
more info, agendas and minutes.
You can contact Mrs. C Withington,
Parish Clerk as follows:

Audley Parish Council
Community Awards 2014

Open to individuals or groups that
have made an important contribution to
the Parish

The awards are given to individuals
or groups that the Parish Council
consider to have made an outstanding
contribution to the parish.
However, there will be some changes
to this year’s awards.
Firstly, there will be a new award
for young people. The new award is
named in memory of the late Parish
Councillor, Elsie Kelsall.
Secondly, members of the public, as
well as parish councillors will be able
to take part in the nomination process.
However, the final decision will be made
by the Parish Council
R.W Edwards Community
Award
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Phone:  07901 692414
Email:
audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post: Lyngarth, Barthomley Road,
Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU

Capewell Naylor Trophy for
Services to the Environment
Open to individuals or groups that
have made an important contribution
environmentally to the Parish
Elsie Kelsall Young Persons
Award
Open to individuals or groups that
have made an important contribution to
the Parish. There is an upper age limit
of 18.
To nominate someone you can:
1. Enter at www.audleyparishcouncil.
org
2. Send an email to
audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

We are here to help, but in order to
be effective you need to let us know
if you have any issues or concerns
relating to the Parish. Members of
the public are welcome to attend any
meeting of the Council. We usually
meet on the 3rd Thursday of every
month at 7pm, at venues located
around the Parish – please see the
noticeboards and the website for the
exact details. Residents are able to
address the council during the public
participation session.
Parish Council Public surgeries on
a 1-2-1 basis with a Parish Councillor
will now be held at *6.30pm to *7pm,
finishing just prior to the start of every
Council meeting (*subject to change –
please check the latest agenda).
Additionally there are now Police/
Parish liaison surgeries available on the
first Wednesday of every month from
9.00am at Audley Community Centre,
Castle Hill
visit http://www.staffordshire.police.
uk/local_policing/newcastle/audley/ for
more information.
with the nomination information
requested below.
3. Send the nomination details to:
Audley Parish Council Community
Awards, The Parish Clerk, Lyngarth,
Barthomley Road, Audley, Stoke-onTrent, ST7 8HU
Closing date for nominations is
Monday 18th August 2014
The winners and their nominators
will be invited to the presentation
ceremony on 18th September 2014
Nomination information
required.
Your Name..........
Address..............
Daytime Phone number..........
Name of person you are nominating.....
Category you are nominating them for..
Reason for nomination.........
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SUNDAY 29th JUNE 5pm onwards

a date and time to keep free in your diary
……as Audley and District Community Centre together
with Audley Brass Band are arranging an evening brass band
concert to be staged outside and in the Community Centre
car park.
The band will be playing pieces from their summer
programme between 7pm till 9pm and are looking forward to
entertaining local residents. The parking of all vehicles will be
mainly restricted to the rear car park to allow the band and
their audience to spread out in front of the Centre.
Instead of cars there will be tables and chairs enabling
the audience to relax whilst being entertained. So why not
get something to eat and partake of a glass or two from the
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Community Centre licensed beer tent.
Or if you prefer; tea, coffee, a cold drink, perhaps a cake or
even a burger as there will be caterers on site.
From 6pm and prior to the concert, members of the band
will be available to showcase and discuss the working of their
instruments and to talk to people interested in learning how
to play or even to reacquaint themselves with a neglected
talent. They are particularly interested in meeting young
persons who may wish to join their group and to take up the
playing of an instrument.
We have ordered good weather so hopefully it will be
fine, but all is not lost if not, as we have our marquees, not
forgetting the Hall itself. So rain or shine why not join us.
All proceeds will go towards the Audley and District
Community Centre Extension Fund
Audley and District management team wish to thank
Audley Brass Band for their continued support.
Ron Bourne Chairman A&DCC.

Welcomed funds for First Responders

Earlier this year Audley community first responders received
funds from the local councillor’s grant given by Councillor
Anne Beech to the sum of £1000. This grant along with
some of the funds raised by residents who attend Durber
Close social centre were put together to obtain a second
defibrillator with heart monitor to give the group the ability to
provide extra cover with life saving drugs they are trained in.
Councillor Ann Beech presented the defibrillator to Deputy
Co-ordinator Margaret Eardley and responder Kim Proctor,
pictured above.
The residents of Durber Close social centre had a goal in
2013 to raise £1000 which they went beyond and actually
raised £1500 which was presented to group Coordinator Paul
Sargent and Deputy Coordinator Margaret Eardley.
Co-ordinator Paul Sargent also received a cheque for £500
from Audley Rotary Club Chairman Robert Edwards, seen
opposite, after joining them over the Christmas period with
fellow responders on the yearly Santa Run collection.

Group Co-ordinator Paul Sargent said “We are extremely
grateful for all of the donations which help so much with
the continuation of our work.” The community responder
schemes are solely reliant on their volunteers and donations
to keep them running and if it were not for this we would be
solely reliant on the Ambulance Service.
The responders make up those vital minutes it takes for
the Ambulance service to arrive and in a life threatening
situation this can be the difference between life and death.
There is also the minutes between the initial call and the
responders arriving which is being addressed by the British
Heart Foundation which now gives a two hour FREE Basic
Life Support course called Heart Start which our responders
who train in this are now able to teach to members of the
community. For more information on any of the above topics
please contact Paul on 01782 723 393 or email:
info@staffssecuritysolutions.co.uk
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An Audley Male
Voice Choice 2014
Well Summer is on its way and with a spring in the step
the young, maturing and those in what is thought the autumn
of their years stare at that familiar sight, “The rainbow”
and wonder at this natural beauty of nature. Perhaps then
pondering on what the future holds and where their own pot
of gold may be found which is usually via the National Lottery.
For the women this thought process is well practiced and
generally means that the men are led on a merry dance to the
shops. Now that is what we call a lottery. Men on the other
hand tend to dither and look for divine inspiration.
Think on this ladies, a quiet evening relaxing at home alone.
Maybe a glass of wine in one hand with total control of the
television remote-control in the other, that box of chocolates
within easy reach and the man in your life conspicuous by
his absence. May we suggest the best method of achieving
this dream is by encouraging him to take up a hobby?
Finished playing football, cricket, retired, missing the lads,
need to strengthen the voice to sing on the football terraces,
there is a place for him. A place where for a couple of hours
a week a man can be himself and that’s worth more than
following the shopping trolley and costs less.
It is not the easiest thing in the world to walk in on an
existing group of people for the first time and even harder if
that group meets in the local, dare I say it, “Church Hall”. For
the self-conscious amongst us it certainly helps if any person
in that group is known to you. To see a friendly face invariably
eases the tension. Fear not, Audley Male Voice Choir has an
abundance of friendly faces. Within moments of entering the
room the reaction would be as if you had walked into the pub
and said “the drinks are on me”.
You may think “It’s not cool to sing”. Well tell that to all the
tough Welsh and Yorkshire miners who have sung in choirs
over the years. Listen to the tales of courage shown by the
many men who have stood in front of the sink, took off their
marigold gloves and said to their womenfolk “You can say
what you like but I’m going out to sing and I may be gone for
some time.” Does that not remind you of the courage and
famous last words spoken by Captain Oates, as he left the
tent and sacrificed himself during a prolonged raging snow
storm, in a vain attempt to help Scott of the Antarctic and the
remainder of the group survive. “It don’t arf make you feel
proud to be British.”
To those men interested in coming to the choir a reminder
to only fully commit yourself to the subsidised joining fee and
uniform provided when you feel comfortable in making your
own decision. Until then just come and enjoy the experience.
Nothing to lose everything to gain. Rest assured you will be

welcomed like an old friend.
Already this year 2014 the choir has been “Instrumental”
excuse the pun in raising over six thousand pounds for the
organizations who have contacted us and arranged the
concerts at which the choir have performed. Apart from the
choir independent soloists provided by either the organisers
or the choir also take part. They include two of our own
members Greg Walker and Barry Scragg in addition to Ian
Riddle our very gifted accompanist.
The choir takes this opportunity to publicly thank all
our soloists for their most valuable contributions at all our
concerts that enrich both our member’s and the audience’s
experience for which the Choir is most grateful.
Preparations for the various events and other ways the
choir has agreed to recognise and celebrate our 60th year
which commences August 2014 are well underway. It is a
remarkable achievement and with a sense of pride that the
choir has continued to represent and raise the profile of the
village and surrounding areas wherever and whenever it has
performed over this time. The people of Audley can be justly
proud in the men who have conducted and sang in the choir
and in all those who have loyally followed and supported the
choir over this same period. Audley, surrounding districts and
beyond take a bow for we are eternally grateful.
For the information of readers please find detailed below
all current information of forthcoming events
May 10th…..Trinity Church, Wragg St. Congleton
May 24th…..Bollington Music Festival
June 1st…….CD Recording at Victoria Hall
June 7th……Wolstanton Methodist church
Oct 19th …… Brighouse & Rastrick Brass Band at
Victoria Hall
Nov 15th ……Lower Withington, Community Centre
Tickets for any of the concerts are directly available from
choir members or the Musical Director Philip Broadhurst on
01782 720568 The choir meets every Thursday 7.30pm –
9.30pm at Audley Methodist Church Hall. New Road Bignall
End. Please feel free to come along if only to just sit in and
listen to what happens at our practices.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Shanti & Jai Yoga
Yoga classes
Vinyasa Flow Yoga, Mixed Ability

Deb 07515103411
mumauden@aol.com
www.shantiandjaiyoga.com

Monday: 12-1:15. Silverdale Athletics Community Centre
Tuesday: 6:30-8pm. Richard Heathcote Primary School,
Alsagers Bank
Wednesday: 10-11:30 & 7-8:30. Silverdale ACC
Thursday: 8:15-9:15. Gordon Banks Fitness Centre

MamaShakti Pregnancy Yoga & Mum and Baby Yoga
Monday: 1:30-2:45. Pregnancy: Silverdale Athletic Community Centre
Wednesday:11:45-12:45. Mum and Baby. Silverdale 1-2: Child Friendly Yoga class. Silverdale ACC
Thursday: Pregnancy. 6-7:30. Audley-(Booking Essential)
Children’s classes, meditation and yoga philosophy also available.

Junior Fishing Competitions

The Audley PCSO’s have once again managed to secure
funding from Audley Parish Council, Audley Rotary Club with
refreshments being donated from Ian Wilkes in Audley Post
Office so we can continue in 2014 with the youth fishing
competitions. We have also teamed up with the Newcastle
Rural LAP (Locality Action Partnership) who have been able
to supply us with some new fishing tackle.
We have organised some competitions throughout the
school holidays this year so if you would like to come along

Audley Football
Club
On a footballing front the club is progressing

well with all 10 teams involved in the club
moving towards the business end of the
season. With trophies and titles in the offing,
several teams are looking to complete their season with some
Silverware, so fingers crossed come mid-May the club will once
again have a successful campaign throughout the age groups
and sections and the trophies will be on the table. Thanks to all
the Managers, Coaches, Secretaries, players and parents who
make this possible, as without these people committing their
time to football the village would not have a Football Club.
With respect to the Beer Festival held in February this too was
a successful fund raiser for the club. However it is recognised
that year on year it is more difficult to attract sponsors for the
event so the club are especially indebted to the sponsors who
came forward to support the Beer Festival this year.
The club are also grateful for the support that the community
gives the event by continuing to come down to the Beer Festival
to sample the different ales and ciders on offer. Without these

and take part then we will be at the following locations, any
ages (7-16) or any abilities welcome.
Saturday 26th July Cloggers Pool, Halmer End
Wednesday 6th August Cudmore, Whitmore
Saturday 16th August Madeley Pool
Wednesday 27th August Cudmore.....this competition
will be a memorial competition to remember Police Constable
John Bridgett who first set up the rural fishing competitions
but unfortunately passed away last year. All competitors
should be at the pool by 9 am with fishing from 10am-3pm.
two avenues of financial support it would be impossible to
continue the event. A special mention should also go to the
members of the club who volunteer each year to prepare for
the function and also man the event whilst it is on. Once again
without these members putting themselves out the event would
not be able to be run.
This year the club was able to make donations from the
monies taken during the Beer Festival to Audley Community
News and Audley 1st Responders. I trust that the people who
sponsored and attended the event agree that these are both
worthwhile beneficiaries.
Finally I would like to make a special mention regarding the
late Thorley Platt, who was a stalwart of the village for many
years, who through her estate has provided the club with a
very generous donation indeed. This has been most gratefully
received by the club and will be used inline with Thorley’s
wishes which are to improve the club for the benefit of the
children and youth of the village.
The club would also like to thank Audley Parish Council for the
grant that they have approved for the club. The grant money
will be used for the upkeep of the clubhouse in keeping with the
grounds on which the application was made.
Richard Platt Audley FC Chairman
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Whats going on in OUR parish

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN
Summer Bedding plants now available
Container plants, Perennials & Shrubs.
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You are invited…

Come and see Crewe’s No. 1
performing “funky choir”
-------------

Where:
St John’s
Church, Alsagers Bank
Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399

Scot Hay Cricket Fixtures
3rd August Trent Valley Away
17th August Crewe Away
23rd August Saturday (Bliss)
31st August Audlem Home
7th September Woore Away
14th September Shugborough Home

C.A.R.A.’S CARNIVAL WEEKEND

Saturday 12th July 2014 11am to 6pm
Sunday 13th July 2014 11am to 4pm
On Wereton Road Playing Field, Audley
Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST7 8HB
Join us on Saturday for our Carnival Day and
Sunday for Competition Day
For further details contact us via email at
childrenofaudley@yahoo.co.uk
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.co.uk/cara Audley

Parish of Audley Medieval Society
P.A.M.S Bargain Basement
Table Top and Car Boot Sales
Saturday 5th July 2014
Saturday 4th October 2014
Saturday 1st November 2014
Saturday 6th December 2014

Refreshments available
Held at Audley Community Centre,
Castle Hill, Nantwich Road,
Audley ST7 8HD
Stall holders set up 8 30am,
Indoor table £7,
Outdoor space £6
For further details and to book
a table or space please
Contact Dawn on 07921450599

Date: 21st June - Time: 7:30pm
Tickets: £5 (including refreshments)
For more information e-mail Kip’ on:
kchelashaw @yahoo.com

Coronation Street Tour

Date 7th July 2014
Departs Audley & District Community Centre Car Park
9.15am return aprox 5pm
Cost £30 to include travel costs and entry
£15 deposit required to secure a seat
Ring Ron 07946734008 for more info and to book
or E Mail me dotbourne@hotmail.com

AUDLEY

JOINERY&
BUILDING
SERVICES

A local family
business with many
years experience.
We can help you with all aspects of joinery
and building work large or small.
Installation and maintenance of
conservatories, windows and roofing
are other areas we can take care of.
To find out more about how we can
help you, give Simon a call.

MOBILE: 07506 141 141 LANDLINE: 01782 935 317
WWW.AUDLEYJOINERY.CO.UK

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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ROYAL OAK
Heathcote Road Miles Green

NOW NEW MENU!
Wednesday

CURRY CLUB
PINT & CURRY
£4.95
THURDSAY

GRILL NIGHT

ANYTHING FROM THE GRILL AND
GET FREE PINT

ALL STOKE GAMES
SHOWN
5Cask
Cask
Ales
Marque Award
Monday & Tuesday 2pm - 11pm
Wednesday to Saturday 12pm - 11.30pm
Sunday 12pm - 11pm

TELEPHONE: 01782 911415

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
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Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants
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Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
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GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD
DRIVE DIG OFF

Tel. 01782 561854

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about everything
you could possibly need all under one roof.  
Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even horse feed
- the list goes on and on. Basically everything apart from a
kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.

LOGS,COAL AND STICKS for sale
BEDDING PLANTS & CONTAINER PLANTS
GARDEN COMPOST & GRASS SEED

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

• DIY goods &
free diy advice
• pet food
• FOOD re-cycle
• bags NOW available
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.
We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

Potteries Building
Supplies
CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels
BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
RAILWAY Sleepers
LOCAL
Roofing Drainage
DELIVERY
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

