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beryl and raymond Chell of meg Acre, Wood 
Lane celebrated their 65th blue Sapphire 
wedding anniversary in June 2013.  they 
received a congratulatory card from Her 
majesty the Queen who also celebrated her 
own 65th wedding anniversary this year.

they have a son and daughter-in-law 
and two grandchildren, Louise and Stephen.  

before moving to meg Acre they owned a 
butchery business in Halmer End until ray 
retired at the age of 65.

both are avid gardeners and their garden 
is immaculately maintained throughout all the 
seasons.

Congratulations to you both.  
Lorna and Kelvin.

Dear readers
We once again welcome our readers to 
their parish magazine.

Audley Community News for issue 
40 went to a full colour version, to help 
celebrate 40 issues and 10 years.

We have now decided that after its 
success we will continue to produce our 
magazine as a full colour issue as long 
as funds allow.

We at the magazine strive to improve 
our editorial with every issue and we 
are always open minded as to changes 
for the better.

the News team would welcome your 
input, just contact the Editor and we will 
see what can be done.

We have been blessed with lovely hot 
sunny weather during July and August, 
back to what the summers were like 
when I was at school.

Who remembers how hot the roads 
would get with the tarmac melting 
during the heat of the day?  A bottle of 
water and a jam buttie was the order of 
the day for us kids back then.

Our village streets have recently had 
a make over or should I say some of our 
village streets.  
they placed notices up saying when the 

work was to be done and that vehicles 
must be removed from the streets 
before they came.  this went in deaf 
ears with some people as they just 
ignored it, which has left blank patches 
that have not been repaired.

they came along after some repairs 
had been made with a gang of men and 
one vehicle, sprayed the road with tar, 
followed by chippings.  After a couple 
of days their intentions were to sweep 
away any excess chippings, but to my 
surprise they came early one Sunday 
morning to our street in bignall End.  
the place was packed with vehicles, so 
all that got swept was the centre of the 
road.

One thing that I have found during 
my time as the Editor of the magazine, 
is just how many times we report 
fund-raising events organised by local 
volunteers.  It just amazes me what 
a wonderful group of people we have 
living in our local villages.

Well I hope you all enjoy your read 
and we look forward to continuing for 
many issues to come.            
 
Editor E. moulton.

North Staffs Drama Awards 2012/2013
At the recent Award presentations, Audley Theatre were 
once again rewarded for their season of entertainment in our 
parish.  the following awards were presented:

Ladies in Retirement
Keith S. Williams trophy - placed second
John Goldsmith memorial rosebowl - best Set
Nominations

best producer - bryan Williams
best performance ( female) - margaret Williams
best performance (male) - richard royall
best supporting performance - Susan Henshall

My Giddy Aunt
bryan roberts memorial trophy for best Supporting 
performance - matt Kinsey.  Nomination for best Set.

Blue Sapphire Wedding Anniversary  
for Parish Residents.
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A Fitting Tribute to Thorley

thorley platt (nee Higginson) was 
born in November 1927.  She was the 
daughter of phyllis Effie Higginson and 
thomas Joynson an Insurance agent.  
thorley also had a brother, the late 
ralph Higginson.

thorley had a very happy childhood and 
attended the Audley Infants and Junior 
Elementary Schools from January 1933 
to August 1939.

thorley obtained a Scholarship in 
march 1939 which entailed education 
at the Orme Girls’ School Newcastle, 
from September 1939 to July 1945 
and then went on to the City School of 
Commerce Wedgwood Inst burslem 
from November 1945 to July 1946.

thorley was a dedicated scholar and 
often said her times at school were 
some of her best memories.  She was a 
very well educated lady.

In November 1933 her parents 
opened a shop at 81 Church Street 
Audley.  they just displayed a sign to 
say “This Shop is Now Open” 
and despite thorley being only six 
years old she took a great interest and 
participated in the new enterprise by 
her parents.

the shop was an Aladdin’s Cave; 
a shop full of everything you could 
imagine, barely room for more than two 
customers at a time to be served.

Every room in the shop was full of 
items of clothing, many going back 
years and out of fashion.  Wool for 
knitting, cotton and thread, shoes 
almost every size and colour.  No 

matter what, the shop would find you 
something to wear and all for sale.

It was known throughout the parish, 
that if you couldn’t find it in Higginsons 
shop, there was none left or they no 
longer made it.  Despite the shop 
looking disorganised, no stock sheets 
or computers to help find items, thorley 
and her mother knew exactly where 
items could be found.

During the War years, thorley 
collected ‘Red Cross Penny 
a Week’ from Audley and the 
surrounding areas and for a short time 
took cash National Savings Collections 
which was previously done by miss 
Carnes the school teacher.

thorley was also a red Cross fund 
raiser, using part of her mother’s shop 
to sell second hand goods and the toy 
mini golliwogs in various colours which 
she made.  She had her own personnal 
favourite one which was much loved 
and her brother ralph had one which he 
used as a back warmer in bed.

tom, her father, passed away in 
1941 leaving her mother, with help from 
thorley, to run the shop.

From may 1947 to July 1959 thorley 
worked in the wages, book-keeping 
and accounts department at Etruscan 
Engineering Co. Ltd Etruria.  this was 
another part of her life she so enjoyed.

Her association with her mother’s 
shop also continued and in 1957 a new 
enterprise was started by thorley, when 
she started a weekly payment collection 
from customers who needed items of 
clothing but did not have the money to 
pay up front.

thorley would be seen no matter 
what the weather cycling around the 
village, through Audley, bignall End, 
Wood Lane and Halmer End on her 
trusty cycle wearing her woollen socks 
often with a basket full of clothing which 
she was delivering to her customers.

It was such a shock when later in 
life she would be seen driving a car to 
deliver her items of clothing and making 
her weekly collections.  You would often 
hear people say “thorley in a car?”

In 1959, thorley married Eric platt, 
a cobbler, whose father had a store 

in Kidsgrove.  they bought a house in 
Chester road Audley and lived there all 
their married life.  It was known that Eric 
was often heard saying ‘I have to take a 
flying leap over stock each night to get 
into my bed’ as the enterprising thorley 
had taken the opportunity to use their 
home as another store room for her 
shop in Church Street.

mother Effie sadly passed away in 
1967 leaving thorley to continue and 
expand the business which her family 
had built up over the years. 

thorley said she had a very happy 
and satisfactory relationship with Eric, 
her husband, until his death in 1993 
and she continued to run her shop until 
November 2003.

thorley was a very interesting lady; 
very independent, one who would 
always offer help and was always on 
hand to help her family and friends.

She so enjoyed being with her close 
family especially at Christmas time 
when she would spend Christmas day 
at nephew John’s then off to niece Chris 
for boxing Day.

She was known as one who 
would look after her pennies, always 
comparing prices to get the best 
bargain.  She was such a character 
of our community, loved by so many, 
always on hand to give her all.

Her knowledge was endless.  No 
matter what subject was brought up in 
conversation, she had read something 
about it.  thorley also gave her time in 
helping those in need and loved to keep 
an eye on Clare and richard’s children 
who lived next door.

Our parish has been blessed by 
the life of thorley platt.  It’s not often 
a person can have so much effect on 
other people’s lives like thorley did.

Sadly thorley passed away in 2011. 
Her final tribute to our parish was 
extended after her death.  She had not 
forgotten her community and the people 
she loved.

She bequeathed that money from her 
estate was donated to each of the local 
schools and scouts group to support the 
children of our parish.

What a Lady!  God bless you thorley.  
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Audley Community News would like to welcome tony and 
Steve the new owners of Occasions News on Church Street 
Audley. 

pictured left to right you can see former shop owner 
richard Ware with wife Jenny welcoming tony, one of the new 
owners, with becky, one of the shop assistants.

tony was born between Wolverhampton and bridgnorth 
and Steve came from Oldbury, near birmingham.

Steve is a qualified nurse speciallising in adult learning 
disabilities and tony worked in sales starting with Nestle and 
ending as a director of a GEC subsidiary when they were 
living in Kidderminster some 27 years ago.

they decided to take up a challenge and they purchased 
a guest house in blackpool which was stuck in the 1930s.  
the business was dead due to the former owners’ ill health 
and ages.  tony and Steve took on the task of renovation, 
doing most of the work themselves by installing en suites to 
all of the rooms.  they then used the News of the World to 
advertise their new venture providing a free phone service 
which brought in loads of guests.  

After two and a half years they decided to sell up and 
received almost 4 times the purchasing price of their guest 
house.

A new venture was then taken when they moved to 
tenerife in the Canary Islands and bought a 2 bedroom 
apartment and locals bar where they stayed for 3 1/2 years.

their next move was to a convenience store and post 
Office in Oxfordshire which they enjoyed for 7 1/2 years.  
they then moved to Eastbourne and purchased the “UK’s 
largest internet and gaming centre”.  Unfortunately this was a 
disaster as they were conned and the seller is serving 7years 
at Her majesty’s pleasure.  

their next move was to mid Worcestershire to another 
post Office where they found that the industry had changed 
drastically.  tony and Steve did not settle in this venture and 
started the search for a new business and fortunately saw a 
store in the village of Audley for sale.

After a visit to the village and a viewing of Occasions News 
& Gifts they both realised this was what they were both 

looking for.
An idyllic situation in the beautiful Staffordshire countryside 

not just for tony and Steve but for their two dogs, Charlie a 
miniature Yorkshire terrier, aged 4 and Harry, a Chihuahua, 
aged 2.

Once they had viewed the store and seen all the hard work 
that the former owners richard and Jenny had put into the 
business they decided there was an opportunity to expand, 
bring in new products and continue with the cherished goods 
and gifts that they sell.  

One of the new ventures in the store will be computer 
repairs to your pC or laptop as tony is a computer engineer 
trained by microsoft.  He will also be able to build computers 
to your own specification.

In store there will be available new and part used laptops 
and computer towers.  

All new items will carry a 12 month warranty and part used 
ones will carry either a 3 or 6 month warranty.  

Computer spares will also be available to purchase and 
order. 

tony and Steve would welcome a visit from you and will 
certainly make you most welcome.

Welcome to our village tony and Steve.

News from Occasion News & Gifts

OccasiOns 
N e w s  &  G I F T s

76-78, ChurCh sTreeT - AuDLeY -  01782 720323

- News papers & MagaziNes
- Lottery & HeaLtH Lottery
- sweets 
- gifts for eVeryoNe
- greetiNgs Cards
- pC CoMputers
• Laptops New aNd RefuRbished
• saLes / RepaiRs, upgRades
• ViRus RemoVaL & ComputeR spaRes
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We played all sorts of games on the 
rec (which we called Whacks after 
the owner, Charlie Wareham) such as 
football, cricket - whichever was in 
vogue at the time.  We would dig holes 
in the sand-hole there, which became 
our battlefield or gymnasium (without 
the props).  then we would come to the 
point when one of us would say, “Oh yer 
not playing fair” - at that age, who does 
play fair?

Local games and other activities played 
after school were kite flying; making 
your own of course.  Another game was 
top and whip, they could make them 
fly and the girls decorated theirs.  We 
also played marbles or ‘rinkers’ as 
we called the game.  We made a ring 
of approximately 4 feet in diameter 
and had 4 big marbles, one placed at 
each point of the compass.  the idea 
being by flicking each stony marble 
from the knuckle joint of your thumb 
and forefinger you had to knock the 
big marble out of the ring and not drop 
inside it.  If you were successful you had 
to go on to remove the other marbles 
individually from the ring and finally 
knock out your opponent’s marble.  

there was another marble game 
called “Nunk” which was more like 
snooker than the previous game.  We 
would make a pot hole in the earth 
sufficient to get our hands in but not 
too deep, otherwise all day would be 
spent fishing the marble out.  From 
approximately 6 feet away from the hole 
would be your starting mark.  You would 
then try and canon off your opponent’s 
marble into the nunk hole.

the best game was called “tip Cat’ or 
“tippy” as we referred to it.  You needed 
a miner’s pick shaft handle, smoothed 
down so as you could grip it and it 
would be about two and a half feet long.  
the “cat” would be a shorter piece 
of conical shaped wood about 4 to 5 
inches long.  

You could play in pairs or groups.  
What happened was you placed the 
conical piece of wood on the ground.  
You would strike it with the pick handle 
at the tip so it picked up in flight and 
then strike it again in mid air, therefore 
banging it as far as you could.  Now to 
retrieve the “cat” - you would tell your 
opponent how many strides it would 
take you to get to it and then it was 
up to you to hop-skip-and-a-jump sort 
of action, to pace out the yardage or 
strides you had given.

In Yorkshire they have a league of a 
more polished version of this game.

During the icy winters we would also 
bobsleigh down the hills crouching 
down and grip each other around the 
waist making a chain sometimes ending 
up in a hen pen disturbing the wire- 
netting fence.  Not very nice for mr. 
Chatfield who showed us the way home 
- quick!.

A game we played on the way to 
school in the fairer weather was called 
‘bobbers’, which is similar to the French 
boule game.

the ‘bobber’ was a fist-sizes stone 
collected from the roadside which we 
threw way ahead of you.

Your mate then proceeded to try and 
hit your ‘bobber’ (the stone) with his 
‘bobber’.

this was the procedure of the game 
which continued right up to when you 
reached Halmer End School, even if the 
game hadn’t finished which was more 
often than not the case, but it helped 
to pass the time away on our daily 
journeys  to school.

In a future issue of the magazine we will 
tell the tales of Jack’s home life with his 
four brothers and four sisters and what 
family life was really like when he was a 
boy in miles Green.

The Life and  
Times of Jack Cross
Continuing the story of Jack’s life’s memories 

Games we used to play as a 
lad, when growing up in the 
village of Miles Green.

the games we played as children were 
on the streets after school, you were 
your own transport, your own horse with 
a make believe whip in hand or chasing 
one another, one group ‘the goodies’ 
and the other group the ‘baddies’.  

We played at night under the gas 
lamps and would swing on ropes 
suspended from the arms of the gas 
lamp, swishing around.  A game we 
played was called “Jack-up-a-Knob 
stick”, where you got into two groups 
of 4 or 5.  One group would form a 
row of bended backs, with one acting 
as a buffer at the wall end so nobody 
would injure themselves.  the other 
group then jumped on the others backs 
hoping they would sag or cave in and 
shout “jack-up-a-Knob stick’; two fives 
are ten, out goes agen, bODGEr! - 
whatever that meant (and this was said 
in our Staffordshire dialect).

Another night game was “Jack-
show-your-light” or “Jack-a-Lantern” 
and here a group would have a jam jar 
with a lit candle in it and off they would 
go and hide from each other over the 
fields, probably up to our eyes in muck, 
until we were caught by the opposition 
and would shout “Jack-show-your-
light”.

I remember a game called “bull-in-
the-ring” which needs no explanation 
as well as another game called “Kick 
back Donkey”.
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Sir thomas boughey Headteacher, mr. Gould can be seen 
on the left of the picture greeting former pupils from year 
1955/6 at the recent LAp Community Day held at the school.

Standing next to mr. Gould is bert proctor, Eileen bourne, 
trevor Sproston and raymond Dale, who were amazed to 
find a copy of their class photograph on display at the event.

When these pupils were at the school it was then known 
as the Halmer End Secondary modern.

the LAp Community Day was held to bring together some 
of our older village residents who were then entertained by 
the young pupils and given a meal which was provided by the 
school served by the pupils.

both bert and trevor are local parish councillors and 
they have served as parish Council Chairmen, trevor is 
the present Chairman.  raymond is involved with the local 
churches and the podmore Wild life reservation in Halmer 
End and Eileen is now enjoying her recent retirement as a 
dental health receptionist from the village of Audley.

LAP Event Brings Former Pupils Together

Audley Joinery and 
Building Services

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • ROOFS • HEATING

We are a small family run company 
based in Audley, with many years  
of experience in the building trade. 

All aspects of joinery and building work can be 
undertaken from small jobs such as hanging a 
door to a full scale re-furbishment or extension.

We can also help you with heating, plumbing  
and security systems. 

To find about all our services we offer call Simon 
or visit our website.

Mobile: 07506 141 141     Landline: 01782 935 317

www.audleyjoinery.co.uk

ST. JOhN’S ChuRCh
ALSAGeRS BANk

harvest Sunday Our special services this 
Autumn: : 13th October 2013 (9.30am start)

All Saints/Memorial Service:  
3rd November 2013 (9.30am start)

 

Remembrance Service  
(with halmer end Methodist):  

10th November 2013 (10am start)
 

Special courses this Autumn:
Confirmation classes: 

Tuesday evenings in October
Our normal Sunday morning services:  

9.30am every Sunday – all welcome

For more information,  
please contact kip’ Chelashaw on 721518

ContaCt the editor to advertise 01782 721565

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 7FEATuRES / EVENTS
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The Dream Team Audley FC u16s.

Sentinel Cup Winning Team of 2013:
Back row: Wayne Smith (manager), Dean Twigg, Sam Arnold, Ben Longstaff, Callum Middleton, Ethan Johnson, Jack Norcup, Jack Buckley, 
Jake Braxton-Lloyd, Keith Griffiths (assistant manager).
Front row: Callum Lovatt, Kalem Hughes, Anthony Lannery, Jake Smith (captain) Daniel Griffiths, Ryan Wintle, Lewis Garnham.

During his football career, Wayne Smith 
manager of the Audley U16s FC football 
team had himself played in two Shield 
semi-finals and two Cup semi-finals. 
One of his proudest moments as a 
father and a manager came when he 
saw his son Jake, captain of the Audley 
U16s lead the team to a comfortable 
win and become the Staffordshire 
Sentinel Cup winners.  the match was 
played at the port Vale football ground 
in march 2013, where Audley came out 
winners 2-0 against meir Kings Arms 
U16s.

Audley had worked hard to get to the 
final, having to overcome some very 
strong opposition.

With wins over the following:
Audley 12 - Stoke redz 1.
biddulph town 1 - Audley 3 aet.
brookfield rangers 1 - Audley 2
and the semi final:
Newcastle town 0 - Audley 1

A comment from Wayne was that there 
are no better defenders throughout the 

league than Ethan Johnson, and his son 
Jake.

throughout the epic battle at Vale 
park the defence held strong.

the ice was broken when on the 
44th minute of the first half Sam Arnold
powered a header between the posts to 
give Audley a well deserved lead.

the second half was another battle of 
wits with meir and their attack minded 
team trying to put pressure on a very 
well organised Audley defence.

On more than one occasion Audley 
had the chance to extend their lead, but 
with some hard tackling from meir the 
score stayed the same until the 77th 
minute when ben Longstaff powered 
the ball into the net to make it Audley 
2 - meir 0.

Audley continued to pressurise the meir 
defence and it was just a battle of wits 
until the final whistle.

Audley were the well deserved 
winners, there is no doubt about that.
this was history in the making for 
our village team and credit should be 

given to all the members of the team, 
reserves and those who had played 
throughout all of the rounds to get to 
the final.

A special mention should also be 
given to both Wayne and Keith Griffiths 
for their hard work and dedication as 
the management team to the young 
men of our village.
this was indeed a proud moment for 
the parish of Audley.

Over 250 people from the village 
were at the Vale ground to give their 
vocal support.

this is only the second time a team 
from our village has won the Shield, 
another seven teams from the village 
managed to reach the finals.

Success continued until the end of the 
season as the U16s were also crowned 
League Champions.

On tuesday 22nd July,  Audley was 
an international venue, when they 
welcomed teams from America to visit 
the town Fields ground to challenge two 
of the Audley teams.
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may I say how beautiful the June issue was? 
All in colour; I was looking at the old copies, it is lovely to 

look back and see how the newsletter has changed.
I recently received a phone call from Wendy at Audley 

theatre informing me they were putting on ‘Calendar Girls’ 
in October.  I’m afraid my stomach did a somersault, thinking 
they were after volunteers.  I thought, “they will definitely need 
bigger buns’.  thankfully, they just wanted to attend one of 
our meetings to find out what the WI is all about.  but we are 
all looking forward to October and will be there to represent 
the WI, and I applaud all the ladies who are taking part.

As usual we enjoyed a lovely WI birthday party, really good 
food, the raspberry roulade is a very fond memory.  We also 
held a bottle tombola to raise funds for Donna Louise and did 
very well.  then we enjoyed music by mr. and mrs. bagguley.

In July one of our members, beryl brindley, held a craft 
evening where we all made a parchment craft card.  I must 
say we all did well and I think teacher was very pleased with 
her students.  but it also made us aware of how dedicated 
beryl is to make the craft work she completes.

We had a very informative meeting about the early                 
detections of cancer with roger melville and partner, and 
how appropriate that the cast of Audley theatre attended.  As 
usual we all tend to ignore warning signs of cancer, because 
we are scared and hope it will go away, but you cannot afford 
to ignore the signs as most cancers are treatable if caught 
early enough.

In September we are arranging an outing to the Arboretum 

at Alrewas.  We are looking forward to seeing the WI seat, 
maybe a photo opportunity.
Our September meeting is ‘Encaustic Art’ with pat Little. 
then October brings Justine Dicesare talking about 
‘Aromatherapy in the Home’.

November brings Gerald Gardiner with ‘Confessions of a 
Cleric’.  plus we are going on a walk on the 9th August, so 
fingers crossed it’s a bit cooler.

So if you are interested in visiting us come along on the 
4th thursday at 7pm.  the ladies of Audley theatre really 
enjoyed their evening with us and were amazed how much 
was involved in the WI.  

meetings are held at St. James’ Church Hall.
telephone Anne 721957 or Glenis 722009 for more info.

Double Celebrations for Audley under 9s Cricket Team
What a season Audley Cricket Club’s Under 
9’s have had!
Undefeated throughout the league season, 
winning both the league and cup final. 

the team is led by managers Stu Jones 
and Warren mellor and they have developed 
throughout the season winning most games 
by a margin of over 100 runs. 

the talented team consists of : Danny 
mellor, ben mellor, Ed King, Harry Woodwood, 
Will birkin, Will malkin, billy Jones, tom 
Eggerton, robert peddy, Jos Gilmore and ben 
Gilmore. 

this group of players are definitely names 
to look out for in the future and will be an 
asset to our village team. 

Audley Cricket Club and the boys’ families 
are very proud of you all. 

Well done boys and congratulations from 
the Newsletter team.

Audley & District  
Wi News June 2013

Dan Mathews
Garden Service

Lawns, hedges, Weeding, Tidying.

Fence & Shed Painting and General 
Maintenance

For a FRee quote, competitive rates and 
discounts for OAPs

All jobs, small or large considered

Call Dan on: 07933013206

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 9FEATuRES
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General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing

Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

For a Free quote please contact:   
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

JaMes sPeed Garden serviCes

this year was our 10th year for CArA and the Fun Day Carnival. 
We had loads of stalls which formed an avenue, that ranged from 
information stalls to stalls that wanted to make money for their own 
charity,

CAGOO had a stall to raise money for when they may have to 
fight UK Coal later this year if they go ahead and put in planning 
permission for the opencast mining.  We had Icon bodies which 
were cars that the boy racers have with all the latest music 
systems in the rear.  Win a mINI or 10,000 pounds, Archery, Donuts 
and toys Stall, Ice Cream Van, the Fair was there with rides and 
bouncy Castles, On the Edge Events which included paint ball, 
burgers which the Fair provided along with Candy Floss.  We had 
free Face painting all day for the children and adults alike although 
I don’t think the latter were brave enough to have a go.

the boughey Arms provided the beer tent which I think went 
down a treat as it was so very hot.  this was the first time we have 
tried this and I’m pleased to say we had no  trouble at all.

the Arena had loads of entertainment, including public 
participation events, singing provided by Lee moss and his singing 
partner, also a Dance troupe gave a performance.

Aspire were in attendance as they are every year, and this year 
we officially opened the shelter provided by them from their grant 
of £10,000 and had it made through their arm of pm training 
along with the new gates for the park.  the mayor Cllr Edward 
boden and mayoress mrs Doris boden cut the ribbon and got the 
event well and truly under way.

thanks must go to Sir thomas boughey High school for their 
kind donation and the yearly loan of their tables.  to Dawn Dobson 
for organising all the stalls, to Lee and toni our entertainments 
officers on the day, to all CArA committee members for their 
efforts not only on the day but throughout the past 10 years for 
sticking together to turn a field into a park.  thanks also to the 
parish Council for putting into place the Adult outdoor fitness 
equipment.  the park is by no means the finished project but we 
are getting there.  We will not stop until we have got it right for the 
children of the parish.  to every single stall holder who came to 
support us and last but no means least and most important of all 
the people who came through the gate to support us on the day a 
very very big thank You.

Ann beech (Chair)

FuN in the SuN

St. James’ Mothers’ union
“Autumn Sale”

Cakes, Gifts, Bric-a-brac, Raffle, 
Tombola & Refreshments.

everyone is most Welcome

Saturday October 26th 2013

9.30am - 11.30am

Held in St. James’ Church Hall

AuDLEy COMMuNITy NEWS10 FEATuRES

AARDWOLF 
pest Control

FuLLy INSuRED
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

Wasps
rats
mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial & Contract Work



July saw the start of a new rotary 
year and the hand-over from president 
robert Holland to our new president 
robert Edwards.

A big ‘thank you’ to robert for a great 
year of friendship and charity work and 
for leading our club so well.  It has been 
a very successful year, but tempered by 
the sadness of the passing away of  
past president and founding member  
John riley.

Amongst the organisations that we 
have supported during the year include: 
Audley Community News, Donna Louise 
trust, madeley High, Stroke Awareness, 
mary’s meals, Life Straws, Chili 
Children, Lords mead College, CArA, 
Water Aid and the multiple Sclerosis 
Society.  We have also continued 
to work with the local primary and 
secondary schools in our area and  
will continue to do so.

We also look forward to the new year 
under the guidance of president robert 
Edwards.  It is a very special year for the 
club as we celebrate 50 years of rotary 
in Audley.  We are very fortunate to not 
only still be thriving, but to still have 

a founder member in the club – past 
president philip broadhurst.

At his inauguration, robert expressed 
his wish to work very strongly to 
continue to support mary’s meals.   
this wonderful organisation aims to 
ensure that children in the developing 
world receive one meal per day at  
their place of education.

this not only ensures that children 
are being fed, but also encourages  
them to attend school.  Currently, mary’s 
meals is feeding 700,000 children  
each day.  You can find out more  
by visiting their website -  
www.marysmeals.org.uk .

Following last year’s wash-out, we 
were very pleased to attend CArAs  
fun-day on Saturday 13th July. 

A very enjoyable experience and we 
are very pleased to congratulate CArA 
and all its hard workers on their  
10 years of fund-raising.  the field is 
now taking shape wonderfully and  
they can be very proud of their efforts.

We have once again presented our 
Young Achiever awards to the local 
primary schools.  these awards are 
very much appreciated by both the 

schools and the pupils.  Our mentoring 
work at madeley High has continued 
and we have introduced new rotarians 
to this very rewarding and worthwhile 
programme.  

the schools are breaking for the 
summer and we will be looking to 
work with both the primary and senior 
schools when they return in September.

Following the very successful 
sponsored walks of the last few years, 
we are looking to organise another  
this year to raise money for our 
international projects.

Sadly, our quiz team was unsuccessful 
in the final of the District Quiz 
competition.  Having won it for the 
last three consecutive years, we look 
forward to getting ‘our’ trophy back  
next year!  

Rotary Contacts
public relations: Neil Ginnis  
(01782 721483  
neilginnis@atosorigin.com)
Secretary: David royle (01270 750668 
lowe.royle@mscable.com)

Website: http://www.audley.net/rotary

As usual mU has had a busy and 
fulfilling time this spring, with a 
financially successful Spring Sale and 
some very inspiring speakers.  Lisa 
Knight gave us an insight into the work 
of parenting Facilitators and we will 
not forget Liz broadhurst’s eloquent 
description of her journey last year 
which took her through the panama 
Canal.  What a lot you missed if you 
weren’t there. 

You do not have to be a member to 
enjoy mU. Just come along!

  Our Autumn sale is due to take 
place on  26th October.  this is a great 
place to buy scrumptious cakes, cut 
price books, bric a brac, pre-loved 
household items in fantastic condition 
and Christmas gifts. 

thanks in advance to the 
hardworking team of Jill, Valda and  
Val, who coordinate these events.

monthly meetings 19th September. 
rev. Kip Chelashaw will talk about  
the life of Hannah Wesley, an  
exemplary mother.

17th October.  We look forward to 
welcoming a team from the Douglas 
macmillan Hospice who will be speaking 
about their work.  most of us have some 
experience of their work so come along 
to hear all about it.

21st November.  branch Night when 
we will take the opportunity to update 
ourselves and you about the work mU  
is doing both locally and also overseas.

19th December.  Christmas special.  
Not to be missed.

All meetings are held in the Church 
Hall at 7-15pm.

  
Whilst we are doing all this we 

continue to hold our increasingly 
popular Friday morning “Coffee time 
and book and bric-a-brac sale” every 
week from 10am till 12noon in the 
Church Hall.  We would love to welcome 
you for a drink and a chat.

please call in sometime.  You will  
find good quality books and other items 
all at below charity shop prices.

Why not come and find out what  
YOU are missing?

Contact numbers; Dorothy 721576 
or Annette 721058

Mothers’ union at St James

The Rotary Club of Audley
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 11FEATuRES
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ethel Mayer
Ethel, aged 88 years, sadly passed away peacefully on the 
13th may 2013 at the poplars residential Home in Alsagers 
bank.

Ethel had served as a parish Councillor and was a borough 
Councillor from 1973 to 1983.  1981-2 Ethel was the mayor 
of Newcastle

Ethel was the beloved daughter of the late Frank and Ethel 
mayer and was a dear cousin and friend.  the funeral service 
was held at the bradwell Crematorium on Wednesday 22nd 
may 2013.  All donations were given to the british Heart 
Foundation.

to all family and friends please accept our condolences.

Ron hadley
Suddenly on may 3rd 2013 at his home in Audley, ron aged 
87 passed away.  ron was the dearly loved brother of Doris 
and John, devoted brother-in-law of Charles and the late 
Gwen, also a dear uncle and a good friend.
ron was a former employee of the british Gas company and 
was a well respected member of our community, often seen 
cycling down our village on his old ladies cycle.  What a 
character.

the funeral service took place at the bradwell Crematorium 
on tuesday may 21st and all donations were sent to Cancer 
research UK.  ron will be sadly missed by all his family and 
friends.

Barbara Morgan
On April 28th 2013 at her home in Audley, barbara aged 73 
suddenly passed away.  She was the dearly loved wife of the 
late John, loving mum of June, Linda and the late phillip, a 
treasured nan and great nan, a dear sister, sister-in-law and 
mother-in-law.
barbara was such a fun-loving lady, always enjoyed a laugh 
and will be so missed by her many friends and family.

Her funeral service was held at the bradwell Crematorium 
on thursday 9th may and the donations were sent to Cancer 
research UK.  please accept our condolences.  

Joyce Taylor
Suddenly on the 21st may at her home in meadowside 
Avenue, Audley, Joyce aged 83years passed away.  the loved 
wife of Harold taylor from Halmer End, the devoted mam of 
Kenneth, Kathleen, Glyn and Alun.  Adored nan and nannie to 
her 7 grandchildren and 5 great grandchildren also a much 
loved mother-in-law.

Joyce met Harold in her native South Wales and they were 
married on the 3rd may 1947 so they had just celebrated 
66 years of marriage.  Joyce then moved to Halmer End and 
later to Audley where she lived for 60 years.  Joyce was a 
well known and loved character in the village and everyone 
showed her the deepest respect.  Joyce was always known 
as that little fiery Welsh woman.  She never lost her patriotic 
Welsh roots.

the funeral service took place on 4th June at bradwell 
Crematorium.  She will be deeply missed by all of her devoted 

family, as she was the rOCK of the family.  the family would 
like to thank everyone who expressed their condolences and 
attended the funeral.

bendith Duw mam/Nan/Nannie - God bless
All donations which were received in Joyce’s memory were 

donated to the UHNS breast Care Department.

Percy kelsall
percy peacefully passed away aged 90 years on the 13th 
June 2013 at the University Hospital of North Staffs.

percy of Hill terrace, Audley was the beloved husband of 
the late Elsie, a wonderful father to Jean, Norman and Ian.  
He will be so fondly remembered by his extended family and 
even larger circle of friends.

percy was just a genuine lovely man who made friends 
with everyone he met.  He will be sadly missed by so many 
especially the members of bignall End Cricket Club where 
he would often be seen.  He was a member of their indoor 
bowling team and a staunch supporter of their cricket team 
and he was, up to his death, one of their oldest members.

the funeral took place on the 21st June at the bradwell 
Crematorium and all donations were sent to Cancer research 
UK.  please accept our condolences.

hilda Titterton nee Johnson
Hilda peacefully passed away on the 7th July 2013 aged 78 
at her home in Durber Close Audley in the loving care of her 
son Ian.  Hilda was the dearly beloved wife of the late Norman 
and the treasured mum to Ian.

Hilda was born in Wood Street bignall End and attended 
the local schools.  When Hilda left school she worked in the 
Heath nylon factory for a number of years.

She met and married Norman, the son of a local coal 
merchant and started her married life in Dean Hollow where 
son Ian was born.  Hilda and Norman were well known 
throughout the area whilst running a local mini bus and taxi 
business.  they were also joint proprietors of the then known 
Kent Hill garage.
Hilda and her late husband finally retired 10 years ago and 
have enjoyed their retirement touring the country in their 
beloved caravanette.
Hilda was such a loving friendly lady who will be sadly missed 
by so many, especially her loving son Ian.
the funeral took place on the 18th July and was held at St. 
James’ Church Audley followed by cremation at the bradwell 
Crematorium.
to all family and friends please accept our deepest 
condolences.

eric ellis
Sadly Eric, aged 56 years, of Clare Avenue, bradwell, passed 
away whilst working in Scotland on the 19th June 2013.
He was the loving husband of Jane, adored father to michelle 
and Sarah, a much loved son-in-law and admired brother.
Eric will be sadly missed by so many, he was just a lovely guy.
Eric will always be in our hearts, God bless you.
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HORNE BROTHERS

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 

Email: mark@denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk 
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne - R. Horne
Contact on the following number :  

01782 720719

On 7th June, Newcastle held its first Community Day 
celebrating the range of volunteering across the borough. 
Audley LAp’s contribution was to take a wish tree to 
margaret’s garden in Audley to ask people about what 
mattered to them.  

Seventy seven people, aged from 15 to 92 hung leaves 
on the tree and gave a total of 86 comments, concerns and 
suggestions about the parish of Audley.

the most comments were about children and young 
people (21), followed by pavements (15) and police (10).  
Whilst some people complained about anti social behaviour, 
most people were concerned that there should be more 
activities for children and young people of all ages.  people 
wanted cleaner, safer pavements and were particularly upset 
by the amount of dog poo on the pavements. 

there was a wish to see a greater police presence in the 
local area.  Several people suggested the need for public 
toilets in the centre of Audley and others would like to see 
more flowers and hanging baskets.  people wanted more car 
parking and improved bus services.

All the comments hung on the tree have been collated and 
will be passed on to relevant partners such as Newcastle 

borough Council, the police and Audley parish Council, who 
will be asked to take action where possible.  Audley LAp will 
also use these comments to develop a local action plan and 
will invite people in the parish to the AGm in the Autumn to 
develop these ideas further.

Anyone who would like a full list of all the wishes hung on 
the tree is welcome to contact michaela Fyson,  
Vice-chair on 01782 723775

the photograph above shows Kevin burns a member of 
the Audley LAp with resident Helen Johnson seen completing 
her wishing card to place on the tree.

Audley Wish Tree
Consultating the Commuity

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 13FEATuRES / EVENTS



14 Audley Community News

Dear editor
Whoever is responsible for the wall which stands 
outside St. James’ Church Audley, be it the 
Church, local Council or borough, they need to 
get their act together and deal with it, before it 
collapses.

the wall has a massive split in the brickwork 
and is leaning on one of the wooden poles 
erected to supply one of the houses with either 
electricity power or phone line. 

the families of the Audley parish pass by that 
wall at least twice a day during school term time.  

Serious money has been spent on the 
refurbishment of the church but little forethought 
has been given to this accident which is waiting 
to happen.

regards
R. hickson Bignall end.

Dear editor
thank you for giving me the opportunity to write 
about my father in the last issue of the magazine.

the photograph in Hope Street is a mystery to 
me.  

No doubt, someone of an older experience will 
inform you, then me, of its relevance.

Keep up the good work.
Michael Ikin  Audley.

Dear editor
Once again thank you for sending me the latest 
issue of the Audley Community News.  As a 
former resident of the village I shall have to find 
something again which may be of interest to your 
readers.

I have so many memories like the pit disasters.  
I had a relative killed in one of them, his name 
was Cooper (George?) and the family lived in 
Halmer End.

I have my friend’s husband who sings in the 
male Voice choir.

thanks once again.
Agnes Baddley (nee Robinson) 
formerly of Alsagers Bank now living 
in Trentham.

Dear editor
I wish to send my congratulations to you and your 
team on achieving 10 years and forty issues of 
an excellent parish magazine.  
Who would have believed it, how time slips by.  
I also wish to thank you for publishing Stewart 
Forster memories, which was written by our 
grandson in your last issue.
Well done, another excellent magazine.
Kind regards 
 Pam & Stewart Bignall end.

Dear editor
Once again I wish to thank you for the excellent subscriber service which 
you provide.
the new colour version of issue 40 of the Audley Community News 
was most unexpected and as former residents of the parish we so look 
forward to seeing each issue being delivered to our home in Exeter.

I have not been too well these past few months, but as I am now 95 
years of age I’m not too bad at all.
I still have all my memories of the “Good Old Days” in Audley, some 
say they were the bad old days but at least you could leave your door 
unbolted without the fear of anyone entering your home.

I have so many fond memories of the village of Audley and would love 
to hear from anyone who remembers me or members of my family.  

they can either contact the magazine or contact me direct.  the editor 
has my contact details.

Your magazine is now the only link for news we have and is very much 
appreciated.

I love to read about news and events from the parish, a place I which I 
dearly hold close to my heart.

Kind regards 
 Fred Millington.

Carpets at 
warehouse priCes

Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets

Heathcote street,  
chesterton, 
newcastle under lyme 

Tel: 01782 562245

Best quality acrylic wilton - cHeap 
80.20 wool - from roll £13.50 sq yd.
BleacH cleanaBle acrylic carpet -  

from roll £8.75 sq yd.
larGe selection of roll ends to fit  
livinG rooms, Bedrooms and kitcHens

mon-wed 11am - 6pm  |  tHur 11am - 4pm  
fri & sat 11am - 6pm  |  sun 11am - 2pm

Established 30 years

carpet sale
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beef - Lamb - pork - poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked meats / Ham /

tongue / Cheese / pies / bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUr LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAmILY bUtCHEr QUALItY mEAt prODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days per week - tele: 01782 720737

172 ravens Lane bignall End Sot Staffs

What an improvement this summer has 
been after last year’s almost incessant 
rain spoilt everything from crops to 
homes and holidays with waterlogged 
fields and ‘flash’ floods regularly in 
the news!  Our choristers have been 
enjoying the summer sunshine, just 
like everybody else; we even had a 
three-week break from rehearsals 
during August whilst philip broadhurst, 
our illustrious ‘mD’, took a well-earned 
holiday having rehearsed the choir to 
perform at seven concerts already this 
year.  

Suitably refreshed, the choir is now 
getting back into full (twice-weekly) 
rehearsal mode as we prepare both new 
pieces and old favourites alike ready 
for the choir’s Annual “Gala Concert” 
at the Victoria Hall on Sunday 13th 
October.  prior to that the choir will 
be making a return visit to perform at 
Wistaston Church, Crewe on Saturday 
21st September at 7.30 pm, an event 
that will also help to remind us, after 
our extended summer ‘concert break’, 
of why we do enjoy singing so much 
and help get us ‘back in the groove’ 
and ready to perform in the Victoria Hall 
again.

this year the Audley male Voice Choir 
is delighted to announce that the guest 
brass band for the choir’s Annual “Gala 
Charity Concert” at the Victoria Hall on 
Sunday 13th October is none other than 
Cheshire’s very own Foden’s band.

Currently riding high at the very top 
of the World rankings as the official 
“World ranked No. 1” brass band; 
Foden’s band, based at Sandbach, 

are also the current british Open 
brass band Champions and the british 
National brass band Champions, 
beating black Dyke brass band and 
brighouse & rastrick brass band 
respectively into 2nd place and last 
year’s guest band, Cory bras, into 3rd 
place both times!

Despite having won both 
Championships many times, this is only 
the second time in their history that 
Foden’s band has achieved the unique 
and rare “double” of winning both 
british Championships during the same 
year!

And for all lovers of male voice 
choir singing and the Audley Choir in 
particular, the choir’s ‘latest news’ gets 
even better!

Although regularly ‘sold-out’ in 
previous years, patrons for this year’s 
“Gala Concert” can guarantee getting 
seats, for what promises to be another 
truly wonderful and memorable ‘night 
out’, by ordering concert tickets “online” 
via the choir’s brand new website  

(www.theAudleyChoir.co.uk) which also 
carries pictures and full information 
about Foden’s band winning both 
of the major british brass band 
Championships as well as information 
about the Audley Choir’s programme of 
forthcoming local fund-raising concerts 
well into 2014, plus much other choir 
information and news.

For example; local schools, churches 
and other fund-raising groups can find 
full details on the new website about 
booking the choir for a fund-raising 
concert as well as details of how the 
choir can help you promote your event, 
including selling your concert tickets 
“online” for you ~ free of charge!

For full details about the Audley  
male Voice Choir’s concerts, venues, 
events, concert ticket sales, soloists  
and guest artistes, visit the website at: 
www.theAudleyChoir.co.uk or  
send an e-mail to: 
publicity@theaudleychoir.co.uk

Audley Male Voice Choir
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 15FEATuRES
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Activities of the parish Council
the parish of Audley is the largest in area in the District of Newcastle-under-Lyme, covering some 2717 hectares.  the 
parish has a population of around 8000 and comprises 7 distinctly separate villages and many small hamlets.  Audley rural 
parish Council is a statutory elected local authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping in close and regular 
contact with its electorate and provides a focus for voluntary organisations in the area.  the parish Council comprises three 
wards: Audley, bignall End and Halmer End which are represented by a total of 15 councillors, who volunteer their time on an 
unpaid basis: 

Audley Ward                                     Bignall end                                   halmer end
parish Councillor  mr. D Cornes              Councillor mrs. C D Cornes          parish Councillor  mr. E Durber 
parish Councillor  mrs. V pearson             Councillor mrs. A beech           parish Councillor  mr. t Sproston *
parish Councillor  mrs. b Kinnersley         Councillor mr. A Wemyss          parish Councillor  mr. C C Cooper
parish Councillor  mr. p J morgan            parish Councillor  mr. H proctor           parish Councillor  mrs. K Davison **
                                      parish Councillor  mr. m Dolman          parish Councillor  mr. p breuer 
                                      parish Councillor  mr. N blackwood         *Chair of the parish Council 
                                                                                                                         **Vice Chair of the parish Council

POWeRS AND ReSPONSIBILITIeS
From December 2012, the parish Council will have greater powers to do things under the General power of Competence in the 
Localism Act 2011.  there is an annual budget of £46k, which is raised through the Council tax (precept) plus a contribution 
from the borough Council, which is used to provide and maintain a number of things across the parish such as:

Bus shelters / 2 car parks / 2 war memorials / 8 notice boards / 8 playing fields and play areas / 75 
seats across the Parish / Footpaths within land in the ownership of the Parish Council / Bowling Clubs 
/ 80 allotment plots / 2 wildlife areas 

When necessary, the parish Council also work with a number of partners to address issues raised which are outside of their 
control such as the village centre car parks and parking issues and anti-social behaviour. 

MORe INFORMATION
more detailed information on what has been achieved over the last year or so can be obtained from the Annual report 
2011/12 or by looking through the minutes from every meeting on the parish Council’s website.  

You can visit our website at anytime http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 notice boards across the parish for more 
information agendas and minutes.

You can contact Mrs. C. Dillow, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone:  01785 711150     email:  audleyparishcouncil2@hotmail.co.uk                                        
Post:  2 Druids Way, Penkridge, Staffs, ST19 5hS
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to the 
parish.  members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting of the Council.  We usually meet on the 3rd thursday of 
every month at 7pm, at venues located around the parish – please see the notice boards and the website for the exact details.  
residents are able to address the council during the public participation session.  
parish Council public surgeries, on a one-to-one basis with a parish Councillor, will now be held from January 2013 at 6.30pm 
to 7pm, finishing just prior to the start of every Council meeting.  Additionally there are now police/parish liaison surgeries 
available on the first Wednesday of every month from 9.00am at Audley Community Centre, Castle Hill – visit http://www.
staffordshire.police.uk/local_policing/newcastle/audley/ for more information.
uSeFuL CONTACTS 
Staffordshire police – Non Emergency Number is 101 – please report ALL crimes seen or after, as this helps to target police 
resources in the area appropriately.  In an emergency dial 999 
Staffordshire County Council – 0300 111 8000 for Libraries, Social Services, Schools, Street lights, pot holes, standing water 
or highway matters.  Newcastle Under Lyme borough Council – 01782 717717 for Leisure centres, Cemeteries, bins, Council 
tax, business tax, planning matters.  
Streetscene should be contacted to report all litter, fly tipping, dog waste issues etc-01782 742500

Audley Rural Parish Council
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Web:  
www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk 
E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk Secretary: 07946 734008Caretaker: 07587177637

pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          

WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretaryon 07506159834 or email: adcc@hotmail.co.ukfor more information.

COFFEE MORNING

& BARGAIN SALE 

Every Wednesday 8.30am 

until 11.30am with FREE WI FI  

9.30am until 11.30am

SATuRDAY MORNINGMy BabyTime Every 2nd Sat 
Contact:  Charlotte 01260 299337CAR BOOTS 2013 pAMS Car  

Boot on the 1st Sat of month  
For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

FRIDAY EvENING
NEW ACTIvITY AT THE

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE
‘NOW OuTDOOR

FLOOD LIGHT
FOOTBALL pITCH

MONDAY
Indoor Bowling Club 1.30pm - 3.30pm Contact: Annette 01782 720646.

Monday Evening 
Available for hire
Contact Community Centre.

TuESDAY

Soccer L
ions  

12.30pm - 2.30pm  

Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am, 5pm and 

7.00pm  

Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff 

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee  
Morning & Internet  
Café 8.00am until 11.30am 

Zumba Dancing  
7.00pm - 8.00pm  
Contact Barbara  
on 07977211484

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

FRIDAY EvENING
Audley Youth drop-in club 7pm to 9pm Entrance 50p 11-15 Year Olds

Booking Enquiries:  

07506 159834

Caretaker Enquiries:  

07587 177637

Chairman Ron Bourne:  

07946 734008
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.00 
Kids. £6.50 
OAP. £5.00 
Back & Sides. £4.00 
Grade all over. £4.00 
Wash & Cut. £8.50 
Beard Trim. £1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

SENIOr 
CItIZENS 10% 
DISCOuNT

Dinosaur spotted  
in Leddys Field
reports of a Velociraptor wandering the 
Woods of Leddys Field were proven true.
Audley parish bowmen who are often 
based in the wildlife reservation of  
our parish, now have a new 3D Field 
Archery target, a 2.5m long dinosaur  
to help bring a real life atmosphere to  
each of their events.

Since the inception of the group 
6 years ago Audley parish bowmen 
membership has gone from strength  
to strength.
In may 2013 over 60 bowmen gathered 
at the 13th century medieval Castle 
motte at the millennium Green in the 
village in preparation for the 2013 open 
competition to be held in Leddys Field, 
which can be found on the east side 

PAMS at the FuN DAy
At the recent CArA fun day on the 13th 
July 2013 we were able to raise £88 
towards our future community event.  
the day started busily putting up the 
tent loaned from Audley Levy (thank 
you) and tables loaned from Audley & 
District Community Centre (thank you).  
We held a bric-a-brac Stall and a prize-

of the village of 
Audley.  there were 
20 of the club’s 3D 
animals for archers 
to target.

the members 
of the club have 
a wide variety of 
bow types in use, 
from traditional 
Longbows to 
Olympic style 
Compound bows.  
the bowmen 
meet in the Audley 
village every Saturday morning around 
10am in Leddys Field Woods, which can 
be found at the far end of Hall Street just 
past the Library and Audley theatre.

When events are held there, public 
safety is a priority and the Wildlife park 
is closed to the public and stewards 

patrolling the area.
Audley parish bowmen would welcome 
newcomers of all ages, this is a sport 
for both sexes and can be used as a 
family day out.
If you wish to find out more please call 
mandy on: 01782 721731 for details.

Every-time Stall in our tent.
We would like to thank everyone who 
contributed in anyway to the event and 
who came to our stalls to browse or buy.

If you can help us in the future and 
are over 18 years of age and may have 
5 minutes spare to help us please 
contact me (Dawn) on:

07921450599 or  

email ddobson1959@hotmail.com.  
We look forward to seeing you all 

again soon at our Car boots (held on 
the first Saturday of each month in the 
Audley & District Community Centre.)

thank you again to Everyone. 

regards Dawn Dobson (treasurer) 
parish of Audley medieval Society.
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HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS 
SUNBED, TANNING.

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.co.uk 

Purity

d

R

R

An Evening 
of Literature
the picture right shows 
Amy Hammond aged 15 
presenting a self-composed 
poem in memory of her late 
grandfather, at an Evening 
of Literature at the Sir 
thomas boughey School, in 
June this year.

Amy is the great-granddaughter of mona Latham of Wereton 
road Audley.

mona, who attended the evening at the school, reported to 
the magazine how she was overcome with amazement at the 
high standard of talent on show at the event.

the evening was a night full of entertainment, with readings, 
music and an art show by the students of the school.

mona’s proud moment came when she saw her great-
granddaughter, Amy, reading her poem.

the poem Goodbye can be read on page 20. 

Birth of Orla
Congratulations to Chris our graphic designer, wife  
rachel and daughter Lily on the birth of new baby Orla.
We wish health and happiness to you all.  Editor.  
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Cynthia and George beckett are pictured at their home in 
bignall End celebrating their Diamond Wedding  
Anniversary on the 1st of August this year.

George of Victoria place, miles Green and Cynthia  
of Woodlane were married in 1953 at St. James’  
Church Audley.

they met through best friends Alfie mainwaring and 
Laura buckley and would often go out ballroom dancing  
at the municipal Hall, Newcastle with friends Jack &  
Jean bloor and ray & margaret Lovatt.

Cynthia and George have some wonderful memories  
of the times they spent together at the cinema and strolling 
through the town on hot summer evenings.

George can be seen holding the congratulations card 
they both received from the Queen.

Family and friends would like to take this opportunity  
to congratulate George and Cynthia on their Diamond 
Wedding Anniversary.

A very special thank you is also sent from their children 
who wish to thank them for being such loving parents.

Audley Community News would also like to wish them 
both a very happy Anniversary.

Diamond Wedding 
Celebrations



20 Audley Community News

Lamentable Loss
“I’m ready for the Cuckoo” Ossie Hancock would say
As the last winter snows’ melted away.
Its call once announced the arrival of Spring
And the joys of nature, warmer days bring.

Winds of change now determine, seldom is heard 
the call in our parts of this iconic bird.
Yet walking Great Oak it’s still marvellous to hear
the sound of song birds living so near.

Finches or pipits. Lapwings or Lark 
Yellow Hammers and Warblers emerge after dark.
In our corner of England, wonderfully grand
precious, green, much loved pleasant land. 

Yet this habitat is now under threat
Should coal aspirations ever be met.
thoughts of explosives men and machines
Hidden behind industrial screens.

blasting sounds never seeming to cease
the dawn chorus lost, the disruption of peace
Unwanted intrusions folk don’t deserve
Nature’s gifts they’ll fight to preserve.

Derrick Bate

GOING CHEEP
A cock Sparrow discovered a nest box

proudly he made it his own.
Day after day he chirruped away

Calling out to young hens that were known.
“Hey girls take a look at this ‘des res’
You’re welcome to share it with me,

It’s really first rate, you’ll find it just great
For raising a new family”.

but the hens already had partners
All had been paired up for a while.

Still he puffed out his chest, black bib looking its best
Determined he put on the style.

His calls ever longer got stronger
to attract a loveable bird

but so late in the season perhaps was good reason
His cries sadly passed by unheard.

Either that or he just hadn’t got it 
Whatever it happens to be.

maybe next spring good fortune will bring
reward for his tenacity.

meanwhile I’m starting to wonder
If the box will remain in his keep.

Whilst not up for rent his time could be spent
Declaring “this place can go cheep”.

Derrick Bate

September
Fingers cold, slightly icy spreading touch,
remembrance of summer’s sun enjoyed by many much.
Libra moon scales to penetrate those Virgo skies,
Forecasting Autumn dawns, as morning mist belies.
Leaves flutter down, ripe horse chestnut fruit to ground,
murmurs of sad farewells now echo all around.
Summer with pretence clings fast, sunny strength displays,
Knows at last, time has come spurned by shortening days.

Libra now here weighs with charm complete,
Which even Virgo allows, developing destiny to meet.
Harmony and balance, sun favours former sign,
revealing depth drawn each day held from finer line.
September misty mornings, sun glints casket of golden days,
Silver key opens mystical gate, pathway lined-crystal rays.
trees release precious fruits, bruising thud-downward bound,
Wasps in drunken stupor from fermenting ripeness found.

September, starry evenings, golden moon, message held 
within,
Chiming thanksgiving reaped, till all is safely gathered in.
From pyramidal spikes, showy chestnut fruit fall giving sound,
In delight of children’s laughter as each shiny shell is found.
September.                                   Peter W. hodgkins.

We would welcome your  
Poems and Rhyme.
Why not send them to the newsletter  
for publication.
All age groups would be most welcome.
Contact the editor call  
01782 721565 or you can e-mail  
audleycommunitynews@ yahoo.co.uk
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Goodbye.
Our time together went so fast but now my life’s going 
slow.

Your eyes were full of dark but then you entered the light.

You rest in Eastbourne but your soul rests in me.

You were a perfect Grandad.

Every year I come to visit you but to me that’s not 
enough.

You used to always glow but then you started to dim.

Your cancer took over you, like the clouds going in front 
of the sun on a summer’s day.

One angel will look over me  ...  that angel is you.

Amy hammond



Audley Village 
Barbers
‘GENtS’ Hair Dressing

RATES:

OAp. £4.50 (mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00

Children from. £5.50

Clipper. £5.00

monday 12 noon - 6pm
tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

OPENING hOuRS.

Telephone DAN 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley

HEATHER NIEWDACH
Chiropodist/Podiatrist

BSc (Hons)  MChS

HPC Registered

Mondays at 
102 Crewe Road, Alsager

Tuesday to Friday – Home Visits

Problem Feet?

Tel:  01270 879643
Mob:  07852 204335

Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

A new Schools and 
young people’s 
worker has been 
appointed at St. 
James’ Church.  After 
interviewing some 
excellent applicants 
the decision was 
made to invite mark 
paxton to join the staff 
team at the church.

Mark writes
“I am delighted to be joining the family at St. James’, Audley.
my wife, Emma and I have been living in Northampton since 
we married in October last year.

Originally from Edinburgh, I became a Christian at 
university and my priorities immediately changed! I have 
previously worked with young people at a church in 
Northampton and I am excited to get to know the young 
people here and encourage them in their faith.

We are both looking forward to settling into the area and 
exploring with our black Labrador Darcey”.
mark is currently working as a baker for Asda and is looking 
forward to renewing his work with Children and Young people 
in this area.  We are not certain exactly when mark will start, 
as arrangements for accommodation and notice given to 
current employers are still being worked on.

St. James welcomes  
Mark and Emma.

Wanted:
Vintage or classic car sports version is preferable.
tel: 07833257457

The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to: 60 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.
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Forthcoming Event 

Audley Christian Viewpoint 

What about me!
How to balance life’s demands and stay positive 

Join us for a relaxing and thought provoking  
evening with our guest speaker: 

Janice Mills, local Life Coach
7pm, thursday, September 12th, 2013 

At St. James’ Church hall, Audley 
tickets £3.00 (Drink and Indulgent nibbles)

tickets available from barbara Jones and Sue taylor. 
Tel No 01782 720352, 07703762227 

or email: kenjones552@btinternet.com 
or  kwoolley01@hotmail.com

As many of you remember St. James’ Church Hall underwent 
extensive renovation and extension some thirty odd years 
ago.  As part of this a new kitchen was created and fitted 
with what was then state of the art cupboards and cooking 
facilities.  

In the intervening years many groups have benefited from 
its use and sadly with the exception of the cooker, it is now 
coming to the end of its life.  In the past brownies, Guides, 
Keep Fit, WI, local and general elections, parties and funerals 
and numerous other groups have all used the hall and its 
kitchen.

You will understand that this will be an expensive 
undertaking on our part, and several fund raising events and 
grant applications are lined up.  We would appreciate any 
support which you may be able to offer by attending these 
events so look out for details in the local shops and this 
publication.

We plan to put the FUN into Fund-raising so you will be 
sure of a great time if you come along to one of our events.

If you wish to give your support or help in any way please 
contact one of the following:  St. James’ parish Office - 
01782 722146 Annette Dodd - 01782 721058

St James’ Church hall New kitchen

Welcome to rev’d Helen Hoe
Following the retirement of the rev’d John proudman we 
shall welcome the rev’d Helen Hoe as minister for Halmer 
End methodist Church at the beginning of September.  Helen 
moves to the North Staffordshire methodist Circuit from 
Chesterfield.

Forthcoming events
harvest Service on 8th September at 3.00 pm
You are invited to the Harvest thanksgiving Service at  
3.00 pm when the preacher will be rev’d John taylor.

Church Anniversary Service on 13th October at 
3.00 pm you are invited to the Church Anniversary Service 
at 3.00 pm when the preacher will be rev’d Helen Hoe.  this 
will be the occasion when the Church celebrates 146 years 
since the Chapel was built for worship.  All are welcome.

New Stay & Play Group
Look out for the start of a new Stay & play Group for the 
under 5s in September.  this group, for children under 5 
and their parents/carers, will meet at Halmer End methodist 
Church on Wednesday mornings from 9.30 until 11.30 and 
is being sponsored by the methodist Church and St. Johns’ 
Anglican Church in Alsagers bank.  It will meet during school 
term time.  Arrangements are being finalised at present for 
a start date of 11th September but the date cannot yet be 
confirmed.  

For latest information call David Rowley on  
01782 722014 or email David on  
dj-rowley@techdocservices.co.uk

AuDLEy & DISTRICT COMMuNITy CENTRE

‘BARN DANCE’
To be held on SaTurday 12Th ocTober 2013

TICkeTS STRICTly lImITed: £7.00

Which includes Pie / Pea and Gravy supper
Alternative menu Sandwiches to order

All Beer and larger £1.50 -  
Wine £7.50 a bottle.

Soft drinks / Tea & Coffee available

Caller on the night: Steve Share
For details contact: Ron - 07946734008
 Julia - 07506159834

AuDLEy COMMuNITy NEWS22 FEATuRES & EVENTS
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About four years ago, in a moment 
of madness, I agreed to help with the 
bAE Systems Charity Challenge.  bAE 
Systems has several factories around 
the UK and each year they compete 
to see which site can raise the most 
money for a nominated Charity.  Our 
local site at radway Green, Alsager, 
where I am still employed, had won 
many times but getting enough people 
involved in events was always difficult 
and so I was tasked with finding 
and organising a fund raising event, 
something new, something fresh. 

At this time, the game of poker was 
gaining popularity and I discovered that, 
like myself, a lot of my work colleagues 
were watching the professional games 
on the television and although some 
were playing online few had ever played 
in a real game and this gave me an 
idea, a charity poker tournament. 

Within a few weeks I had it 
organised.  the venue was the Yeoman 
public house in Alsager.  the landlord 
kindly agreed to donate a bottle of 
whisky to the winner, the entrance fee 
to the tournament was a donation to 
charity challenge and “would you like to 
go to the pub for charity?” was an easy 
sell! around 20 people played in the 
tournament and many more called in to 
support us, raising more than £150 for 
the bAE Systems nominated charity.

many of the players had enjoyed the 
day so much that they asked me to set 
up a regular game, not for charity but 
for a small entrance fee, with the money 
paying out the winner and in increments 
the second and third positions.  It 
was at this point I was approached 
by fellow bAE Systems colleague and 
childhood friend Stephen Johnson 
who also happens to be the landlord 
of the railway Inn in Halmer End.  He 
explained that he had a few customers 
that were interested in playing poker 

and offered the 
railway Inn as a 
permanent venue 
if I was interested 
in setting up a 
poker school.  
Although I now 
live in Kidsgrove, 
I was born in 
Halmer End in 
1961 and spent 
the first 26 years 
of my life there.  
the railway Inn 
had been my 
local and I know a 
lot of the people in the area so I jumped 
at the chance and the railway Inn 
Saturday poker school was born. 

the poker school plays on the last 
Saturday of every month at 1 o’clock 
and over the last 3 years has developed 
into an annual league.  We average 
around 15 players each game, a mix 
of both males and females and not 
just local people, some of our regular 
players travel in from as far afield 
as Chell, trentham, Congleton even 
Chester and we welcome new faces all 
the time.  Steve and his wife Julie (who 
also plays) donate a bottle of spirits or 4 
free pints as a prize for the highest hand 
of the day and lay on a fantastic buffet 
at dinner for the modest price of £2 per 
head.  For those people who cannot 
give up their Saturday or need a poker 
fix on a more regular basis the railway 
Inn now hosts a game every Friday 
night starting at 9 o’clock, again it’s well 
attended and welcomes anyone who 
wants to play.  Once a year in August or 
September we still play a charity game 
and donate any monies raised to bAE 
Systems Charity Challenge.  the winner 
of each game has his/her name 
engraved on the Charity Challenge 
shield which was kindly donated again 

by Steve and Julie and sits proudly 
behind the bar.  this year’s Charity 
game is on Saturday 28th September at 
1 o’clock and any money raised will be 
going to Help for Heroes as a few of our 
players are passionate about helping 
soldiers wounded in conflict.  Hopefully 
the cheque can be presented by the 
winner of the tournament and this in 
itself will be an added incentive to do 
well.

If anyone would like to play in the 
Charity game or the Friday or Saturday 
schools please feel free to pop along- 
you will be made most welcome. 
Sometimes in the summer the Saturday 
monthly game may be moved to 
accommodate holidays etc.  Should you 
require any more information or would 
like to check the date of the next game 
please telephone Steve or Julie at the 
railway Inn on 01782 722177.

this year will be the fifth annual 
charity challenge poker tournament 
but one name already appears on the 
shield twice, that would be mine.  this 
year I am hoping to add it again, unless 
of course, you know better!  bring your 
poker face I’ll see you there.
pictured above Stephen Johnson and 
last year’s winner Dave Willett.

Railway Inn Charitable Event Coming Soon

Archaeological Survey Millennium Green
An archaeological survey of the motte on Audley millennium 
Green was carried out on Sunday 4th August between 11am 
and 4pm.
Stoke-on-trent museum Archaeological Society used 

Geophysical techniques to try to unravel the mysteries of the 
motte.  the only documented excavation took place in 1914.  
It is hoped that evidence of a bailey will be found.
We hope to bring more news in our next issue.



24 Audley Community News

terry mainwaring has lived in the 
Audley village all of his life (53 years) 
and is the son of the late philip and  
Ada mainwaring.

terry is a disabled person and 
his hobbies are model making and 
collecting models (sci fi mostly).

His hobby helps with the boredom  
of not being able to get out and about.

the Audley model which can be 
seen with this article and on the 
front cover of the magazine has been 
constructed from discarded pieces of 
cardboard,filler, paint and many cups  
of coffee and late nights.

terry has constructed over 100 
models including cities like manhattan, 
Jerusalem and even Llandudno bay 
(which is his 2nd favourite place  
on earth). 

Sadly terry lost most of his  
models in a house fire back in 2011, 

What a way to Recycle

breast Care Clinical Nurse Specialists Julie boulton from the 
University Hospital and Helen Francis are seen in the picture 
above being presented with a cheque for £750 by Kathleen 
middleton.
the money had been raised by Kathleen’s brother Eddie 
middleton, a local builder, who with 19 more of his friends 
took part in a 38 miles bike ride around the potteries.  
A job well done Eddie.

Local Builders Raises Funds.

Audley Village Library
Did you know?  Your village Library has now available a 
photocopy machine.
A4 copies - Black & White at 10p per sheet
Colour copies 50p per sheet - A3 can be done 
on request.  Contact the Library.

which was a devastating blow to him!
terry has now returned to his flat, 

after the fire damage had been 
repaired, but the model making is 
shelved for now.  maybe one day  
he will be on the hunt for more 
cardboard and another challenge.

terry contacted the magazine with 
the offer to any local group who have 
the space to display the model but  
terry reports that it has now found  
a new home.

terry is very modest man who needs 
to be congratulated on his skills as a 
model maker.  Keep up the good work.

Lessons given from either the friendly atmosphere 
of my home or I will travel to your home.

 Competitive prices -  
  No extra charge for weekends.

    TeLePhONe 
              01782 723194

    expert Guitar 
   & 5 String 
 Banjo Tuition
BLueGRASS 3 FINGeR PICkING (ANY LeVeL)
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GK MotorsPort

Chester road Audley SOt 
tel: 01782 721292 mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch. 

Give your dog the care it needs.

Many years experience.

Tel: 01782 721735 
357 Heathcote Rd-, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH

In June this year, our AGm re-elected byran Harrison as our 
president for the next 12 months and he will be supported by 
John Garwood as Vice president.  the other members of the 
team are bob Alcock (treasurer), David Oakden (Speaker’s 
Secretary), and myself who were also re-elected, with peter 
Shore being elected as a Committee member.

the last 12 months have been very successful and we 
have enjoyed listening to after-lunch speakers who have 
covered an interesting range of subjects with more to come 
according to the programme which our Speakers’ Secretary 
has already arranged.

As always, we are looking for new members and you 
would be most welcome to join us on the third Friday of every 
month at the butcher’s Arms where lunch is followed by a 
Speaker.

please feel free to call me on 01782 721894 or email 
donald.caton321@btinternet.com if you have any questions 
regarding our club.

If you wish to read about probus as a national organisation 
and the various branches etc, then you would be able to pick 
up a copy of the probus magazine from Audley Library.

Don Caton. Secretary.

Audley & District Probus Club

AuDLEy POST OFFICE COMES  
TO ThE ‘RESCuE’
 When the Staffordshire North branch of the rSpCA decided 
to organise its first event in Audley, it was hoping to have the 
co-operation of a local company and the availability of a room 
for a couple of hours.  

As a charity run by volunteers, they were looking for the 
donation of a suitable room in order to offer villagers a very 
important and free microchipping service.  Asking pet owners 
only for a donation where possible to help cover some of the 
costs and more importantly to prevent loss of animals.

Unfortunately this was not to be and the event was faced 
with cancellation.  

that was until robin Hood and his band of merry bowmen 
came to the rescue!  I am of course referring to Ian Wilkes of 
Audley post Office and the Audley parish bowmen.  

Eventually, this extremely successful event went ahead in a 
hurriedly converted post Office on the afternoon of 6th July in 
glorious sunshine.

the photographs shows Ian in front of the post Office, 
a happy customer with her microchipped dog, with other 
members of the public waiting outside.  the Staffordshire 
North branch of the rSpCA would like to offer its most 
sincere thanks to Ian, without whose assistance this event 
would certainly not have happened.  

ray rutter

editors appeal
I once again ask if anyone out in the parish has any spare 
issue of the Audley Historian.  I’m looking for issues 1. 4. 5.
Please contact me on 01782 721565.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 25FEATuRES



26 Audley Community News

Sir Thomas 
Boughey 
As the new academic year approaches, 
we are eager to see our refreshed 
pupils enter the building, ready to 
face more challenges.  Given the 
positive end to the term, we have every 
confidence that our pupils will embrace 
the new experiences ahead of them this 
year. 

On the day before we finished for the 
summer, a number of our Year 9 and 
10 pupils (now Year 10 and 11) were 
involved in a self-esteem day, which 
was held on the school field.  During 
this event (which was run by Outdoor 
Wisdom and Learning), pupils were 
given the opportunity to participate in 
a number of challenges, including how 
to build a shelter, how to build and 
maintain a campfire, team building 
skills and other survival scenarios – 
they certainly ended the school term on 
a positive note. 

two of our Year 7 pupils (now Year 
8 – Daesha reid and megan Jones) 
also ended the term on a positive 
as they gained third place in the 
recycling poster competition.  During 
pHSE, Year 7 pupils took part in a 
competition organised by Newcastle 
borough Council to raise awareness 
of litter and recycling.  As recognition 
for their great achievement, the girls 
not only had their design professionally 
printed onto postcards, they also 
had a tour of brookes printers and 
actually witnessed their design being 
professionally printed.  Interest in this 
competition was triggered by their 
involvement in the ‘Have Some pride’ 
Summer Litter Campaign, which all Year 
7 pupils were involved in and they all 
thoroughly enjoyed improving their local 
community.  

this academic year, we are looking 
forward to forging even closer links 
with the schools we are supporting in 
tanzania.  Just before we finished for 
the summer, we received a number 
of letters from pupils at makiidi 
Secondary School, near to Kilimanjaro, 
which helped to provide our pupils 
with a greater understanding of the 
lives of pupils in tanzania.  Our pupils 

thoroughly enjoyed reading about their 
ambitions to become doctors, pilots, 
teachers, engineers, actors and lawyers.  
It was fantastic for our pupils to 
understand just how seriously students 
in tanzania take their education and 
how determined they are to achieve. 

We are also looking forward to 
continuing with our recognising 
Achievement Award this year.  Every 
Friday afternoon for the past academic 
year, two pupils in each year group have 
been selected to celebrate a specific 
achievement with the Headteacher.  
During this process, not only do pupils 
have the opportunity to share their 
positive achievements with mr. Gould, 
they also have their photograph taken 
and a letter is sent home to parents / 
guardians, explaining why the award 
has been given.  photographs are 
then displayed on the achievement 
wall in the new pupil entrance and 
they are also displayed on the school 
website (please visit www.stb.coop for 
examples).  Due to the positive feedback 
received from pupils, parents and staff, 
this award will be continued next year. 

It won’t be long now until our 
new Year 7 will begin to receive the 
recognising Achievement Award.  
Given the fact that so many of them 
have impressed during their Friday 
afternoon visits (where, throughout Year 
6,  they have studied Drama, Catering, 
technology, music, Art and Science 
with us) we are sure we will have 
many nominations for this prestigious 
award.  their conduct during the taster 
day (held in July) was also exemplary, 

therefore we are really looking forward 
to officially welcoming our new Year 7 to 
the school on tuesday 3rd September. 

Although it is not quite September, 
it is that time of year again where 
we start to think about current Year 
6 making the leap to secondary 
school next September.  Not only are 
many of them about to start enjoying 
the Friday afternoon sessions at Sir 
thomas boughey, but on thursday 19th 
September (at 7.00p.m.) it will be their 
New Intake Evening, where prospective 
Year 6 pupils and their family have the 
opportunity to go on a tour of the school 
and see our pupils in action.  this is 
always an incredibly popular evening 
and we have many past pupils who 
return with fond memories that they 
impart to their own children.

there are also other events you may 
like to note in your diary, such as:
Wednesday 18th December at 7pm – 
Year 7 Christmas Concert
tuesday 11th – thursday 13th February 
at 7pm – School production.

We are also holding our annual 
mock Interview Evening on tuesday 
28th January.  If you are willing to be 
an interviewer for the evening, please 
contact the school to receive additional 
information. 

We have many other exciting 
activities planned for our students this 
term, including a French touring theatre 
company who will work with pupils in a 
range of year groups.  We look forward 
to sharing the success of such events 
with you in the next issue. 
photograph above taken on taster Day. 
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C. W. mottram  
Funeral Services ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

contact conrad Mottram
Tel audley 01782 720057 - new number

07900492692 - 24 hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

A Perfect Fit for our Village
When you enter a Perfect Fit on Church Street 
in Audley, you find a magical environment filled 
with vintage and craft items.  Joanne  the owner 
of the shop, who is a professional seamstress, can 
be seen through the doorway busy carrying out 
alterations to customers clothing.  

Joanne always has time for a chat with her 
customers and Audley residents.

the seasonal window displays are exceptional 
and rival any high street shop.  

perfect Fit is an excellent addition to our 
village and also provides an opportunity to sell 
and purchase good quality and unusual items of 
furniture which spill attractively onto the fore court.

I wish Joanne every success and congratulate 
her with her venture into Audley.

J Phillips - Audley.

Answer to picture from issue 40
I was very interested to read the article in your 
last issue of the Community News about cricketer 
John Ikin.  You were asking if anybody could 
identify the photograph in the article showing 
John, his family and friends.

I recall the celebration held in bignall End 
to mark the coronation of George V1 in 1937.  
Happy memories.  I hope this clears up the 
mystery. 

Mary Crossley of Oldham former resident.

the Stove 
Emporium
Come and see our exclusive merlin range.

NOW on live display.

Stoves of all makes and models available

NEW OPENING hOuRS

Wed to Saturday 9.30am - 4.30pm
Sunday 11.15am to 1.15pm

Life time Guarantee on the stove body.

ThE STOVE EMPORIuM LTD.
Unit 13 townhouse Farm, Alsager road, Audley, Stoke-on-trent, St7 8JQ. tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk
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A Lifetime 
In The Royal 
Navy  
(David Lovatt Mbe)

David Lovatt aged 15 years when he first 
joined the Navy

David Lovatt was born on the 4th 
December 1951 in mellard Street, the 
home of his maternal grandparents, 
Harold and Nellie Stubbs.  His parents 
were Cath and tom Lovatt who named 
him David Neil Lovatt ( Neil, after the 
Stoke Football player Neil Franklin).  
therefore he was, in an instant, a 
Potter (Stoke City Football supporter) 
and a patch Kid.  this was the area 
between mellard, George and maddock 
streets where children played.  

His parents purchased a house in 
mellard Street and this is where he lived 
until the age of 15 when he joined the 
royal Navy.  His father was a miner 
at Holditch Colliery and his mum had 
worked in the pit canteen until he was 
born.  most of the male members of his 
family had been miners and the only 
military connection was his grandfather 
Lovatt who in 1912 joined the First 
battalion of the monmouthshire regiment 
at the outbreak of World War 1.

His childhood was a normal upbringing 
and like most families they did not own a 
car as there was little space to park one 
in the front of their houses.  At that time 
the area where he lived had numerous air 
raid shelters which only allowed for the 
milkman, the coal man and the dust cart 
to do their rounds.

He was educated at the Audley Infant 
School, followed by ravensmead and 
finally the last 4 years at the Halmer End 
Secondary modern, as it was then known.
David had an active childhood.  

The Patch was the centre of the 
universe for children at that time.  Cricket, 
football and Cowboys and Indians were 
played during the summer months whilst 
the highlights of the winter included 
collecting for and guarding the massive 
bonfire, playing “Jack Jack Show Your 
Light” and making sledges for them to 
use when the snow came down on town 
Fields or the slopes below rye Hills.

Hot summer days could see the 
children from the village walking the 
roads to Alsager where there was a 
paddling pool or for an element of danger 
playing in the deserted workings of Kent 
Hill caves or Apedale woods where there 
was a large man made pool.  there were 
also epic football games which would 
last for hours.  these would be played on 
various homemade pitches throughout 
the parish with jumpers and jackets as 
goal posts.  

Occasionally, there came a challenge 
from Chesterton and they would tramp 
all the way to Crackley, playing football 
for hours, then take their weary legs back 
over bignall Hill, then on home to the 
village.

by his early teens, David gave some 
serious thought to his future.  the 
question from his family and friends 
was “What are you going to do 
when you leave school?”  At the 
earliest opportunity he had secured an 
evening paper round at reg Heath’s store 
and during school holidays he would help 
Stan, delivering morning papers whilst 
perched with his legs dangling out of the 
back of his battered van as they zoomed 
round the lanes dropping off the daily 
news to farmers and remote properties.  

Eventually he also acquired a Sunday 
morning paper round with reg’s sister 
Nora to the outlying hamlets as far as 

Engelsea brook taking not only papers 
but sweets and cigarettes.  Nora’s driving 
was more sedate to say the least.  these 
funds helped to finance his love of 
Stoke City Football Club and the regular 
match day trips on the buses organised 
by Eric riley, a pmt bus employee and 
hairdresser in Chapel Street, bignall End.  
As he recalls five shillings (25p) covered 
the return bus fare, match entrance fee, 
programme and hot dog.

During the mid to late sixties there 
were numerous excellent career paths 
available for school leavers, including 
apprenticeships with renowned local 
companies, Ceramics, Steel Industry and 
mining.  

After much thought several factors 
eventually directed him to the royal 
Navy.  Mining was out of the 
question.  His grandfather Stubbs had 
been an extremely fit man and was at 
one time the Audley Athletic Football Club 
goalkeeper during the 1916/17 season, 
but by the time David got to school age 
he was a frail fellow.  His grandfather had 
succumbed to the scourge of the miners - 
pneumoconiosis and eventually suffered a 
terrible lingering death at a relative early 
age.

Every summer two weeks would 
be spent by David and his family in 
blackpool, always in the same guest 
house owned by a Liverpudlian family, 
the Fallons.  mrs. Fallon ran the guest 
house whilst her husband Jimmie worked 
on the liners transiting the North Atlantic 
and this is where his interest in the sea 
began.  

His love of History and Geography 
at school, the many field trips with Ken 
taylor, a teacher from Halmer End School, 
to places such as the Lake District and 
Wales enhanced his eagerness to travel.  

A chance visit to Liverpool saw him 
laying eyes on a visiting warship for the 
first time.  It was an impressive sight.  
this was when he took the decision to 
join the royal Navy.

In the next issue we will continue the 
story where David spent the next 39 
years and visited almost 100 different 
countries.
We would love to receive an old 
photograph of the patch or the old Air 
raid Shelters mentioned in this article, if 
you can help please contact the Editor. 

AuDLEy COMMuNITy NEWS28 FEATuRES



A Charity Fun Day was held at the 
Audley Football Club, Old road, on 
Saturday 20th July and oh boy what 
a fantastic day was chosen by the 
organisers.  the weather was fantastic 
and the support from our local people 
was unbelievable and the event was just 
a perfect day.

the day’s event ‘Harp of Gold Fun 
Day’ was organised by Ade martin, maz 
Horne and a group of old school friends 
to help raise funds for Stephen Harp, a 
friend who they went to school with, and 
the Seashell trust.

Stephen, aged 37, is currently 
receiving treatment for his illness and 
they wanted to try to raise funds to 
aid him in his rehabilitation once he is 
out of hospital as he may need home 
modifications and equipment to make 
his life a little more comfortable.

Steve was always a very fit lad,who 
won every cross country and long 
distance competition he entered as well 
as being a keen footballer. 

He loves his sport and also raised 
loads of money and awareness for the 
charity he worked for the Seashell trust.
 He has always put others before 
himself and is a devoted Dad to his 
2 daughters.  So his friends felt he 
deserved to be given something back to 
show him how much he is appreciated 
as a friend, dad and person locally.

the day came about through a 
facebook message to some old school 
friends and an open invitation was made 

to attend their first meeting to be on the 
21st may. From there they organised a 
committee and they all had their own 
roles in the team.

the first meeting was just over 8 
weeks from the date  the event was to 
take place, so a lot of hard work was 
required to succeed and the level of 
commitment shown to pull this off in 
around 8 weeks was phenomenal.

they had a plan of what they wanted 
the day to be but didn’t anticipate the 
level of interest they would attract.
they had to then start to add extra 
activities/games and try to make the 
event a full a day as possible.

they settled on a family fun day, 
stalls, games, entertainment, dog show 
etc on the first pitch with a football 
match between Sir thomas boughey 
School Old boys and National Veterinary 
Service (who Ade works for) on the 2nd 
pitch.  the victors being the Sir thomas 
boughey Old boys in a thrilling 4-2 
victory through goals from matt buckley 
3, and a James Clarke 40 yard effort!!!

the day’s event ended with a charity 
auction, live music and hog roast at the 
boughey Arms in the evening, which 
was a fantastic way to round off an 
amazing day of the whole community 
coming together to do their bit.

the level of support and kind- 
heartedness shown by people who 
donated items for the auction, stalls and 
offered their services on the day was 
unbelievable.

Without the promotion and support they 
received from local businesses such as 
Occassions News in the village, 6 towns 
radio, NVS, Audley Football Club,the 
boughey and Country Canines, who 
sponsored the dog show, the event 
would not have been the success it was. 

to list the thank yous here would 
take forever and it seemed as though 
all of the community (residents and 
businesses) pulled together as one for 
a great cause in one way or another to 
support the event, as did businesses 
from all over which resulted in some 
fantastic auction lots. 

At the latest count they is up to 
£4,200 raised and there will be other 
fund raising activities taking place over 
the next few months and also they will 
be looking into making this an annual 
event. 

Ade would like to express his 
gratitude to the team, as without their 
help the day would not have been 
possible.  

the team members were:  maz 
Horne. Emma Harrison, Ginty thorley, 
rob Ellis, matthew Cotterill, Emma 
taylor, Zoe bainbridge, Sonia brant, Neil 
martin and Jill Walker.

Ade and his team would like to take 
this opportunity to say a huge thank you 
to everybody involved and the people 
who attended and supported the day 
and let’s look forward to making it 
bigger and better next year.

harp  
of Gold 
Fun Day
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G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Seasonal Baskets, Bedding plants, 
Container plants, Perennials & Shrubs.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett, 
Newcastle Staffs.  01782 624399

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

AuDLeY BRASS BAND

“ChRISTMAS CONCeRT”
   to be held at

    AUDLEY mEtHODISt CHUrCH

    SAt 21st December at 7.30pm

For tickets contact ted: 01782 722163

Audley Cricket Club Presents

A Gentlemens evening
Guest speaker

Paul Nixon ex. leicester & england and TV comedian / 
impressionist leslie Gibson.

Thursday 17th October 2013 - 7pm for 7.30pm

dress lounge Suits.
Vegetable Soup - roll & butter

Roast topside of beef  

with yorkshire Pudding

Selection of seasonal  

vegetables and potatoes

Apple pie and custard

Assorted cheese and biscuits  

followed by tea and coffee

Tickets £30.00

For details contact Trevor Carter  

Tel: 01782 723107  or 07986 096095
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

williAm riley  & SONS lTD.

SeeDSmeN - irONmONGerS - HArDwAre - 
AGriculTurAl & HOrTiculTurAl mercHANTS

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
calor gas...and more.

Open: monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

ROYAL OAK
Heathcote Road Miles Green

Monday & Tuesday 2pm - 11pm
Wednesday To saTurday 12pm - 11.30pm

sunday 12pm - 11pm

TeLePHone: 01782 911415
HeaTHCoTe road, MILes Green.

noW neW Menu!
Wednesday 

Curry CLuB 
pInT & CURRy 

£4.95

THURdsay 

GrILL nIGHT 
anyTHInG FROm THe GRILL and 

GeT FRee pInT

aLL sToKe GaMes 
sHoWn

5 CasK aLes 
Cask maRqUe aWaRd

mini/midi Skips

builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

tel. 01782 561854

GraB hire
10 ton Load

drive diG oFFno
W

 av
aiLaBLe
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MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green will take care of it.  We can  

also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a  
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take  

care of your vehicle.

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333

BeST vAlue lOcAlly.

DAily PAPerS - mAGAziNeS - SweeTS - 
cHOcOlATe - HOuSeHOlD NeeDS

21 rAveNS lANe, BiGNAll eND.   TelePHONe 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a DvD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
Need to send a fax or have  
something laminated? we are agents for 
DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

HORSLEYS

•	DIY GOODS &  
fREE DIY aDvICE

•	pET fOOD
•	fOOD RE-CYClE  

baGS NOW avaIlablE

lOGS,COal aND STICKS fOR SalE
aUTUmN bEDDING plaNTS & bUlbS

COmpOST & GRaSS SEED

At	Horsleys,	you’ll	find	just	about	
everything	you	could	possibly	need	all	under	
one roof.  Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even 

horse feed - the list goes on and on.  Basically everything 
apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.

Horticultural	&	Domestic	Hardware

fREE lOCal DElIvERY

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507


