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Why not visit our Show room?     (FrEE site visit within 10 miles)

We are retailers of merlin / Firemaster / Firefox / Tiger / Hunter /

TermaTec and many other makes of Wood burning Stoves.  

Special discount is available on merlin range of stoves.               

Why not check out the merlin range on YouTube?
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Welcome to your Christmas 2012 issue 
of the Audley Community News.
Despite the recent awful rain and the 
gloomy economic climate, it will only be 
a few weeks before we celebrate the 
Christmas festive season.

At this time of year it seems we all try 
to make an effort and have to push our 
troubles behind us just for a few days. It 

can also be a lonely time for those who 
have no family and friends, so maybe a 
knock on the door or just a quick merry 
Christmas would help others to enjoy 
this festive season.

A very Merry Christmas and a 
healthy Prosperous New Year to 
you all.

Ernie Moulton  Editor.

seasonal greetings To Our Readers.

A Blast From The Past!  Audley Primary school Christmas Concert 1965

We thought you may like to see a blast from the past with this group of local kids from the Audley Parish Primary School during the 
Christmas Concert of 1965  Top row L/right: Patricia Wilshaw, Keith Harrison, Kenneth mayer, Linda Smith, Susan Lawler, Sylvia Corden, 
Janet Pointon, Wendy moore. 3rd row L/right: Kenneth meadon, Janet Eardley, mark mellow, Ian mason, Pamela birchall, Ian Titterton, 
Stewart Lightfoot.  2nd row L/right: roland Ford, Andrew Smith, Louise Proctor, Christopher rushton, Gary White, Joy Howell, Wendy 
birchall, David brown, David Whitmore.  Front row L/right: Stephen Furnival, mark Lloyd, Janet Frost, Paul Jennings, Carol Leeder, Philip 
Holmes, Ashley Cooper and Stephen brown.  We would welcome more pictures from the past to publish. 

Audley Conservation  
Area Review And 
Management Proposal

The borough Council is reviewing 
the Conservation Area in Audley village 
and is asking the local community to 
get involved.  The Area was originally 
designated in 1976.

The review will help to define the 
area’s buildings or features of special 
interest and identify any issues which 
might threaten them, taking account of 
changes which have occurred in the last 
36 years.

The Council has already made contact 
with members of the millennium Green 
Trust, Audley LAP (Locality Action 
Partnership) and the Parish Council who 
are all interested in working together to 
help with the review.

Once the draft document is produced 
there will be a local event and details 
of the process will be on the Council’s 
website.

Visit-www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/
conservation for more information or 
contact Louise Wallace, borough 
Council’s Conservation Officer 

Tel: 01782 742408.
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Mining Memorial
service Tribute
Final part
This is the continuation of the 
tribute spoken by Jim Worgan at 
the Thanksgiving service for the  
repositioning of the refurbished mining 
memorial Wheel.  Part 1 of the tribute 
spoke of the harrowing conditions 
that the miners had to endure whilst 
working in the local mines.

Some of the coal owners built houses 
for their workers such as Leycett Village 
and Fegg Hayes, most of which still 
survives.  They were harsh task masters 
and we have it on record that one week 
after a miner was killed at Chatterley 
Whitfield Colliery, his widow and 5 
children were evicted and thrown “out 
onto the street”.  Such was the price 
of coal.  Welfare Clubs were provided 
where men could enjoy such pastimes 
as cards, darts, snooker and bowls after 
a hard days work. 

Pit head baths did not arrive in the 
area until 1932 at Victoria Colliery but 
each man had to pay 6d (2.5p) per 
week and provide his own soap and 
towel.  This all changed following the 
creation of the National Coal board 
on 1st January 1947.  Old habits die 
hard and when I was working at Hem 
Heath Colliery in the 1950s about 5 
men would not use them because their 
mothers had told them that washing 
their backs too often would “result in 
damage”.  I remember working with 
a guy called Old ben.  He was 72 and 
worked all hours and came and went 
home in his pit rags and this is what 
he told me.  “I wash my hands, arms, 
hair, face and neck each day and once 
a month I have a bath in front of the fire 
in the kitchen in winter and out in the 
back yard during the summer”.

I spent 4 years at Chatterley Whitfield 
mining museum where I worked with 
ex miners who were giving their time 
to show visitors around the museum.  I 
became aware of both the camaraderie 
and comradeship which existed 
because every time a miner went down 
the pit he was responsible for and 
dependant upon his “mates”.

I briefly referred to the captain of the 
birchenwood Colliery rescue Team in 

the first part of my tribute who lost his 
life in the minnie Pit disaster in January 
1918.  The organisation of rescue 
Services on a National basis was not 
introduced until 1911.  The Central 
rescue Station at berryhill Colliery 
became responsible for coordinating 
rescue services across North 
Staffordshire.  by a strange coincidence 
the last rescue Station which closed 
in 1994 was also at berryhill Colliery.  
Did this mean that prior to 1911 men 
were not prepared to rescue their fellow 
workers?

To sum up the willingness of 
all concerned to help in anyway 
whatsoever I can do no better than 
quote the words of mr. Wynne, Hm 
Government Inspector of mines at the 
Inquest into the explosion at Talk o’ 
th’ Hill Colliery, North Staffordshire on 
the 13th December 1866, at which 91 
miners lost their lives:-

“As regards those brave men 
who assisted in exploring the mine, 
no words of mine can express the 
admiration I feel for such heroism: for 
I witnessed men with a full knowledge 
of their own danger groping in the dark 
over dead men, in the strong hope of 
rescuing a living one.  And, what was 
most admirable of all, a sense of their 
own danger did not cause them to 
disobey a single order given”.

Surely there can be no finer epitaph to 
the miners of North Staffordshire than 
these words from 146 years ago.

Jim Worgan
march 2012.

Halmer End Mining family early 1900s

Leycett Mining village during the early 1960s before it was demolished
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for the camera or say something.
On the 27th October the Group 

Leader Chris Symonds was interviewed 
on radio Stoke’s breakfast Show about 
the 100 year celebrations.

because mrs. brammer gave us a 
legacy from mr. ropers will, a new 
beginning for the Audley 77th Scouts 
Group has opened.

It has allowed us to completely 
renovate the hall and to have facilities 
that are safe and usable.  It also gives 
us the opportunity to make a more 
creative programme for our scouts and 
may allow us to bring each section up 
to a more workable number.

We have also been lucky to have 
obtained in excess of £12,500 in grants 
for which we are very grateful.

We wish to thank mrs. A S Elsom, High 
Sheriff of Staffordshire, for officially 
opening our Hall on Saturday 27th 
October 2012.  The opening was also 
attended by the mayor and mayoress 
of Newcastle Under Lyme, Chair of the 
Audley Parish Council, Chair of Audley 
rotary Club, rob Holland, Chairman of 
the Coalfields regeneration Trust and 
George Wallis from the Co-operative 
Community fund as well as other local 
dignitaries.

A special mention also for all the 
beavers, Cubs and Scouts and their 
parents who attended the celebrations.

I wish also to take this opportunity
to thank Audley rotary Club for all their

help, it can be traced back to 1974.
During the opening ceremony Alex 

Kitchen was presented with his Wood
badge.  This is a scouting award that 
proves that this person has reached a 
high level of training and commitment.

We had a celebration at Audley Cricket 
Club in the evening, which was well 
attended and a raffle was held using  
the many prizes that local businesses 
had donated.

At this meeting mary breslin was 
presented with a Thanks badge.  I 
would like to mention three other people 
who, due to other commitments, could 
not attend; Steve Crundell, John Willett, 
Sam Jones.  This award is given for 
service to the scout group and is the 
only award that as Group Scout Leader 
I can give.  It says what it says on the 
packet THANKS.

I do not usually highlight any single 
person for recognition as it’s an all  
team effort but, Deana Welsh held 
the group together when it was going 
through very difficult times due to her 
tenacity she did not let the group close 
down, this gave me a spark on which  
to work and now we are a flame.

The history of this group is owed to 
the commitment of two people, Arthur 
Warham and Hannah brassington.

Chris symonds / group scout Leader. 

100 years old!  Not many groups 
can boast this.  We may have started 
earlier but the finding of proof is still 
being researched.

We still require a scout leader but the 
group is stable.

The Scout Hall has been completely 
refurbished, only the outside rendering 
needs painting but at the moment the 
weather is against us and all done 
under budget mainly due to cost saving 
and obtaining grants.

The initial refusal of our planning 
proposal for a complete rebuild by the 
planning committee in February has 
now been overturned and we have been 
given planning permission.

All the work on the hall has been 
managed under building regulations.

During the inspection of the extension 
by the builders a beam fell and turned 
to dust.  We had to implement plan b, 
as the building application had been 
refused.

We intended to appeal against the 
refusal but immediate measures were 
necessary to save the extension before 
winter was upon us.

New plans were drawn up with an 
innovative storage area above the main 
hall; these beams were supplied within 
a week of ordering.

The steps up to the storage area 
were flown in from America.

The hall had a visit on Tuesday 23rd Oct 
from Stoke City footballer Rory 
Delap accompanied by an assortment 
of television and radio crew to film and 
record the event of showing the kitchen 
equipment that was purchased from a 
Stoke City grant.

rory was an excellent role model, 
mixing with the beavers well.  The 
beavers thought it was great during 
their evening of healthy eating, they 
found it even better when asked to pose 

77th Audley 
scouts

Celebrate.
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Days in the sun
Memories of 
Bignall End 
Cricket Club.
Those of us who believe in love at first 
sight can surely remember when that 
happened to us.

It must have been on a summer 
evening in 1945 or 1946 when, as a 
little lad of some 9 or 10 years of age I 
walked from the house where we lived 
up boon Hill.  I had no intention of going 
to the cricket ground, I just happened 
on it at the top of the bank.  It was 
there that I saw men playing cricket.  
They had proper bats and unlike the 3 
stumps we chalked on the wall at Wood 
Lane School, they used 3 real stumps 
in the ground.  The memory I have of 
walking on to the ground is still vivid.  
I fell for this game immediately.  The 
word “fell” is right.  How could I forget 
being hit between the eyes by the ball, 
falling from the bench on which I was 
sitting and then being made the subject 
of such concern by the gentleman 
responsible: culminating in a bottle of 
Vimto to ease the pain.  This should 
have turned me away from this game 
for life.  No such thing.  I watched 
cricket a lot over the few years which 
had to pass until I was 13 or 14.  It was 
at that age that you were allowed to pay 
two shillings (ten pence) to become a 
junior member.  This was a magic day.  
This was the magic day on which you 
could go on to the hallowed grass and 
actually Do things.  What could you do?  

The principle privilege you had was 
that of fielding out.  As a junior member 
you were allowed to “chase the leather” 
for those who had the privilege of 
having a bat and a bowl and the even 
greater privilege of watching - albeit 
from a distance - the masterclass being 
conducted by mr. Aaron Lockett.  When 
the practice sessions had finally ended, 
when the men and the older boys who 
played in the First or Second Elevens 
had left the field, when the light was 
beginning to go, then was the time 
when we juniors could have our bat and  
bowl.  This was the joy of our summers.  
We didn’t have our own bat or ball but 
we never felt poorer for this.

A distance of some sixty six years
makes recollection of the people 
a bit misted over but some remain 
reasonable clear.

mr. Aaron Lockett was a man of 
distinguished reputation, built upon 
his formidable knowledge of the game 
of cricket.  He was always blunt in his 
appraisal of a boy’s talents - or lack of 
it.  How well I remember him telling me 
one evening that if I worked very hard, 
devoted a lot of time and did all he told 
me, then I might some day get a game 
in the Second Eleven.  He made it plain 
to me that I should think of nothing 
any better for myself.  On that same 
evening he watched a friend of mine 
deliver 3 balls, at which point he told 
him he would never make a cricketer.  
my friend put on his jacket  and left the 
field, never to tread on the pitch again.  
Harsh, but true.  

When mr. Lockett spoke, people 
listened.
I looked forward to going to the ground 
and seeing men like Leonard riley, 
the wicket keeper, “Clemmie”Lovatt, 
Norman roberts, the burgess twins, 
Frank Shufflebottom and many others.  
These men had one thing in common.  
They possessed all the basic skills.  To 
be able to watch them was to be able

to learn how the game ought to be 
played.  One who was perhaps not in 
the same bracket as these men was 
George Howell.  George was a giant of 
a man, a blacksmith at the pit but like 
so many men of that type he was as 
gentle a man as you would wish to find. 
 A monday evening match and the first 
such humble fixture in which I played 
found me batting in with about 6 or 7 
to my name when I was joined at the 
wicket by George.  All conspiracy and 
whispers, he said, “Ah’ve bin sent in 
run thee ite.  They atner scorin fast 
enough.  Tak ner notice, just do as 
ah tell thee: it’ll bey owright.”  It was.  
There were others whose names I 
cannot now recall.  So many of them 
had hero status to me.

my life took another direction as I
went away to college, married and 
moved out of Audley and eventually 
worked abroad for some 4 years.  
The last match I really recall with any 
clarity was the match still talked about 
between a league side and giants in the 
Lancashire Eleven brought by J T Ikin.  
That is something meriting a story of 
its own however.  The move away from 
bignall End meant that I missed a whole 
generation of other fine players.  News 
of them and their deeds came to me

Just some of the names mentioned in the article picture from 1960.
Top row: W Gibbons, E Jones, P Howell J Franklin, M Perkins, M Ellsmore (Pro), L 

Furnival, G Gibbson, D B Rowley, S Brassington.
Front row; N Roberts, A Burgess, J T Ikin (Capt), L Riley (Vic Capt) F Shufflebotham
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slowly though.  I missed the resurgence 
at bignall End when her favourite son, 
John Ikin came home to captain the 
club.  I heard tell of two left handed 
batsmen who opened the innings.  They 
were it seems a joy to watch. ( Is there 
anything in cricket more elegant and 
pleasing than the left handers forward 
play?) 
They wore identical club caps, they 
batted left handed and they were 
cousins: messrs. Ikin and richardson.  I 
never saw them play.  

I saw Eric riley when he was no 
longer in his prime but in seeing him 
even then I could believe the stories of 
a big man who was remarkably quick to 
the ball and whose strength sent it long 
distances.  

brian Dodd was still a fine quick 
bowler when I saw him play.  He was a 
testament to his coaching.  He had an 
action all grace and efficiency and a fine 
turn of pace was his as a result.

my real hero and a man I still 

remember with affection was the 
groundsman. Frank burgess who was 
the father of Arthur and Vic.  Cricket 
and methodism ran in his veins.  I spent  
hours in his company as he explained to 
me the rituals in preparing the pitch for 
Saturday.  

One tiny event stays with me.  He 
encountered a small weed of some kind 
on a good length and stopped to point 
it out to me.  He took from his pocket 
a worn down, polished builder’s trowel 
and said,  “We’ll have this out.  If a ball 
hits the edge it will jump and if it hits 
this other edge it will shoot along the 
ground”.  (You should translate this into 
a strong Staffordshire accent.)  Then 
he looked at me and said, “And that 
wudner bey fair would it?”  

That said it all.  If it “wudner be fair” 
it was not tolerated.  

Was this perhaps where I began to 
feel - as I still feel - that the way a man 
plays his cricket holds up a mirror to the 
kind of human being he is off the field.

Never would I suggest for one minute 
that sharp practice was not used at 
bignall End: many of those men now 
dead could give the present day boys 
lessons in the art.  

but the present day fashion for 
dissent and abuse on the field was 
unheard of then.

I visit bignall End only for meetings 
now but on many occasions I look out 
of the windows in the big room upstairs 
and I see Frank burgess’ ghost and that 
of a lad sitting next to him and listening 
to his pearls on the game unfolding 
before them on some summer Saturday 
many years ago.  

I see the ghosts of the players: those 
whom the writer described as “the 
ghostly run stealers flickering to and fro” 
and I feel gratitude that I saw a beautiful 
face of the only game I really care for 
and which I fell for at first sight.

Fantastic memories.

We are sad to report that during the summer months, on a 
weekly basis, the Audley & District Community Centre has 
been the victim of a spate of thefts, damage and vandalism.

Some of these incidents have been captured on CCTV 
cameras.  The local Police have been involved and have 
spoken to the parents of some of the teenage boys and girls 
involved.  There has also been abusive language towards 
visitors who use the centre from teenagers.  We appeal to the 
parents of local teenagers to ask them to report the offenders. 

The locker in the public toilets holding cleaning materials to 
clean the public toilets was forced open 4 times in 3 weeks!

Large stocks of toilet rolls and paper hand towels had been 
purchased when on special offer and were being stored in 
this cupboard for future use.  To replace these items has been 
very expensive.

In addition, the locked store room at the rear of the centre 
has been broken into and items taken.  A number of these 
items have been found discarded in the small recreation area 
next to the swings in Alsager road.

At 1.20pm on one occasion two youths were seen to go into 
the toilets.  They were there for 8 minutes and appeared to be 
intoxicated when they came out of the toilets.  A few minutes 
later they got into a small red car with a sunroof and drove 
away.

The volunteers at the Community Centre try to keep these 
public toilets clean and tidy for your benefit, but it seems we 
are fighting a losing battle.  We are seriously considering 

having to revert to the previous opening hours, closing the 
toilets from noon on Saturday until monday morning, as we 
can no longer afford to repair the continual damage.

The plastic wheelie bin has also been taken on at least 
two occasions and if taken again we have been told that to 
replace it we would have to foot the bill.

money raised from our Wednesday coffee mornings is used 
to help the kids of the village by sponsoring the weekly youth 
club on a Friday evening and helping to purchase equipment 
for their use, but how can we continue to do this with these 
additional costs.

All we ask is to please help us.  We would ask for anyone 
seeing acts of vandalism or theft in the area to report it to the 
local Police, call 101. 

For a Free quote please contact:   
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing

Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES

vandalism & Theft Audley Community Centre
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Audley Cricket Club Raise Funds.
Man versus Food
On September the 6th, Audley Cricket Club held its challenge of Man Versus 
Food at the club house on Nantwich road, Audley.  The aim of the challenge was 
to help raise funds for the Audley First responders.

Shaun Landley, our village butcher of Audley meats, donated a number of 2kilo 
burgers which were cooked and placed on specially baked baps.  The challenge 
was to see who could eat a burger the fastest in the time limit of 45minutes.  

Despite the competitors failing to eat a burger in the allotted time a sum of £140 
was raised and presented to Audley First responders.

Audley First responders are a local voluntary group who are first on hand to 
respond to any medical emergency and assist the emergency services throughout 
our parish.  They are all local volunteers who have had medical training to a very 
high standard and are always on the look out for local people to come along and 
volunteer their help.

In the photograph it shows Sean Landy (left) of Audley meats and Tom Corke 
from the Audley Cricket Club, showing the size of burgers they had to eat.

Monday 3rd December 
Christingle Service at 6.00pm
This is your opportunity to share in a Christingle Service with a 
difference which is sutable for all the family.  During the service 
you will be able to make your own Christingle.
refreshments will be served following the service which will be 
led by rev. John Proudman.

Wednesday 12th December 
Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn at 6.15pm
An opportunity to celebrate Christmas in a different way.  
Friends at Halmer End methodist Church invite you to a special 
Christmas Celebration with congregational carols, music by 
the Unity Choir and soloist Phil Cartwright accompanied by 
Stefan Andrusyschyn.  The evening will conclude with shared 
fellowship over Chip butties.  All ages welcome.

Christmas Morning Service at 9.45am.
You are invited to share in our Christmas morning Service at 
9.45am with rev. John Proudman.  This is an occasion for all 
the family to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

Saturday 12th January 2013
Day of Remembrance for Minnie Pit Vitims
Halmer End methodist Church will be open from 10.00am until 
3.00pm for visitors to the village who would like to remember 
those who were killed in the minnie Pit Disaster of 12th January 
1918.  There will be an opportunity for quiet remembrance 
any time from 10.00am and the day will conclude with a short 
service commencing at 3.00pm.  Drinks will be served during 
the day.
Info-David rowley 722014 or dj-rowley@techdoservices.co.uk

Exploratory Coal Drilling 
Bignall End
U.K. Coal has recently undertaken exploratory drilling on 
land to the north of bignall End.

The work has been undertaken to better understand the 
potential workable coal reserve in this area.

The drilling of the site, which UK Coal has a longstanding 
historic interest in, ran for around 6 weeks over summer 
and was part of a nationwide drilling programme to better 
inform the company of potential surface coal mining sites.

The results of the exploratory drilling are now being 
analysed to establish whether or not there is a workable 
reserve of coal.

As part of this assessment the company will be speaking 
with the Parish and County Council’s to identify more 
precisely the planning and environmental considerations for 
the site, including the potential for enhancement of features 
and provision of new facilities as part of a restoration 
scheme.

If UK Coal establish that there is a workable coal reserve 
in the area and decide to pursue a planning application 
then the company are committed to a full pre-planning 
consultation programme, which would include local public 
information exhibitions/meetings.
This is in addition to the formal pre-application 
consultations with the County Council, including scoping 
of the environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the 
proposals.
Whilst the company are still at the early stages, any 
planning application would still be some months away.

For more information on UK Coal Surface mining please 
visit www.surface-mining-ukcoal.com
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40 years in Butchery and still cutting in the Modern World

Only 6,500 Independent butchers 
shops remain on the UK High Street out 
of 33,00 in the 1960’s and J C Jackson  
is one of them.

For many years butchery has been an 
industry in decline, suffering like many 
small retail enterprises from the flight to 
the supermarkets.

During the 1960s there were an 
estimated 33,000 independent butchers 
in the UK.  

This was falling steadily and by 
the mid 1990s there were fewer than 
a third remaining, whittled away by 
supermarkets devoting ever more floor 
space to fresh and processed meat.

For a time it seemed shoppers found 
it so convenient to pick up everything 
they needed in one shop that there 
would be no room left for independent 
retailers.

Just as supermarkets were really 
taking hold of consumer habits, meat 
sales took another serious knock when 
bSE was identified in british cattle in the 
mid-80s.

After their steep decline during the 
90s, the number of retail butchers 
has stabilised over the last few years, 
until recently when more butchers 
are forced into closure because of the 
latest financial crisis in the form of the 
recession.

There are now around 6,500 butchers 
across britain apparently buoyed by 
consumers’ renewed interest in how 
their food is prepared and where it 
comes from.

John Jackson of J C 
Jacksons Butchers, Bignall 
End is one of the remaining 
butchers and started in the 
industry when he was only 13 
years old.

He’s moved with the times and has 
mastered his own unique style to the 
art of butchery.  He says that after 20 
years of boneless being all the rage, 
customers now want to buy meat on
the bone once more, and he turns his 
professional eye to meat when ordering 
and preparing his produce.

born and raised in Vernon Close Audley, 
where his family still live today, John 
started to work after school with Dougi 
moss the butcher in Church Street, 
Audley, which is now bargain booze.

The following year he went to work 
for Stuart Taylor butcher’s, which was 
next to the Cantonese take away at the 
top of the village.

At the age of 15 years old, he was 
given permission to leave Halmer End 
School 6 months before the end of 
term because he was offered a full time 
position with Stuart.

The shop was becoming much busier 
and the school Head master recognised 
this as an opportunity to learn a 
traditional trade.

Since then, John has moved around a 
little but kept in the butchery trade.

John left Taylor’s butcher’s at the age 
of 20 years old, he wanted to learn the 
art of different types of butchery and 
went to work at bradley Abattoir.

He then moved onto bickerton’s, 
Chesterton, where he very soon was 
promoted to head of catering.

He took on the challenge of preparing 
cuts of meat for the local restaurants, 
Hotels, Pubs and business staff 

canteens where he learned the art of 
portioning control.

At the age of 26, John went back to 
the shop where he first started to work 
in Church Street, now owned by Harry 
Hodgkinson.  

He worked along side Harry for a 
number of years in Audley until the 
manager’s position became vacant at 
his bignall End butchers shop and he 
was given the opportunity to manage 
the business.

He ran the shop until October 1992 
when he decided to go into business 
for himself.  Harry was, by this time 
nearing retirement and he agreed to 
sell his shop to John.
20 years ago was the beginning of 
J C Jackson’s Butcher and a 
new era for John.

His nephew Steven began to work 
with him as his apprentice and to this 
day remains at John’s side, through all 
the crises.

He has learnt the art of craft 
butchery from his uncle, a master craft 
butcher.

John and Steven have found over 
the years working together that the 
closeness between supplier and 
customer is not a new thing.  In many 
ways, it seems that tastes are coming 
back around from the supermarket age 
to something more like the attitude 
found 50 years ago or more.

“Customers put their trust in us 
and I buy all of my meat from our 
local farmers via local abattoir.  It is 
completely traceable, so if there is a 
problem then you know exactly where 
it has come from.  You are not going to  
get that if you are transporting pigs the 
length of the country,” he says.

“I have to say that my customers 
have been loyal to me over the years 
and still are, many of them are good 
friends. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you all and wish 
you a very merry Christmas and a 
Happy, Prosperous New Year”.
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sir Thomas Boughey
As is always the case, the first 

half term has been a very busy 
one.  You may well have noticed the 
new appearance of the school, with 
the completion of the side entrance 
extension.  Pupils now benefit from a 
welcoming entrance area and a stylish 
toilet block, which has impressed them 
enormously.

Preparations are already underway 
for this year’s school production (which 
is ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’).  Auditions 
have taken place, the cast decided, the 
back stage crew organised, and weekly 
rehearsals are being enjoyed.  A number 
of our new Year 7 pupils have made 
the decision to take part in this event 
after only a few weeks at the school, 
demonstrating just how well they have 
made the transition from primary to 
secondary school and are firmly settled 
into life at Sir Thomas boughey.  This 
annual school production will take place 
from Tuesday 29th January to Thursday 
31st January.  

To ensure current Year 6 pupils also 
experience the same ease of transition, 
the programme of Friday afternoon 
lessons has already begun.  many Year 
6 pupils from local primary schools 
are enjoying the experience of taking 
part in secondary school Science, 
Drama, music, Food, Art and Design 
Technology lessons.  At the recent 
new intake evening, both parents and 
pupils commented on the success of 
this programme and explained how 
enthusiastic their children are about 
joining Sir Thomas boughey next 
September.  

The New Intake Evening, was held on 
25th September, was a huge success.  
Year 6 pupils and their parents got 
involved in a wide range of activities, 
some of which included sampling the 
food prepared by our GCSE Catering 
students, watching (and taking part 
in) Science experiments, watching 
Drama productions and producing their 
own creative writing.  A number of 
prospective pupils entered a creative 
writing competition, held on the evening, 
where budding writers were invited to 
select at random an object from a box 

and write about 
their chosen object 
with creativity and 
accuracy.  Harrison 
beard (from 
bursley Academy) 
and Phoebe 
ralston (from 
richard Heathcote) 
were selected, by 
members of the 
Poetry Club, as 
the winners, and 
each received 
an Amazon voucher and a certificate.  
A number of other pupils were 
also awarded with a certificate, to 
congratulate them on producing such 
effective responses.  A special Poetry 
Club award was issued to six year old 
Kady Williams of St. Johns Primary 
School for her impressive entry.  

At this evening, Year 6 pupils and 
their parents also enjoyed being able 
to talk to a wide range of pupils – 
both past and present.  We were very 
privileged to be joined by a number of 
ex-pupils, ranging from one gentleman 
who left in 1990, to others who left 
last year.  It was delightful to hear of 
their success stories and their journeys 
in becoming a barrister, a Geography 
teacher, the owner and Creative Director 
of Envisage Design Ltd, and a nurse 
working in the Intensive Care Unit at 
manchester royal Infirmary.  We would 
like to thank everyone who helped to 
make this evening such a success.

On 26th September, the school 
helped to celebrate the European Day 
of Languages.  Not only did lessons 
have a language-based theme, but 
several visitors shared their experiences 
of a wide range of languages with our 
pupils (including Polish, Greek, Italian, 
Singalese and Czech).  Pupils enjoyed 
gaining an understanding of languages 
they do not currently study and we 
would like to thank staff from The royal 
bank of Scotland for giving up their time 
to help further extend pupils’ skills.  

To further develop pupils’ knowledge 
of different cultures, we have decided to 
engage in a partnership with a school in 

Tanzania called makalema High 
School, which is near to Kilimanjaro.  
This school is not too dissimilar in size 

to ours (it has approximately 750 pupils 
on role) but that is where the similarity 
ends.  Unlike our school, it only has only 
ten classrooms, approximately 30 staff 
and they only receive a total of £40 
per pupil (£20 from the government, 
£20 from parents) to help with the 
cost of providing an education.  As a 
result, resources are incredibly limited.  
For this reason, we have decided to 
organise a range of fund-raising events 
to buy a laptop for this school.  All 
pupils in our school will be given the 
opportunity to get involved in the various 
fund-raising activities and it is to be a 
true demonstration of how one school 
community can help to support the 
education of a very different community.

To help our pupils to engage with 
the culture of makalema High School, 
we are also going to provide them with 
a wide range of experiences of life in 
Tanzania, ranging from music, to art, to 
dance.  With all lessons at makalema 
High School being delivered in English 
(due to a keen emphasis on pupils 
learning the language) we will also 
forward a range of teaching resources, 
further supporting their education.  

We would like to take this opportunity 
to remind you that our annual Year 7 
Christmas Production is to be held on 
Wednesday 19th December at 7pm.  
Please feel free to come along and 
support this event.

As a final note, our Year 10 pupils are 
already in the process of thinking about 
possible work experience placements, 
which is due to take place from monday 
1st July to Friday 12th July 2013.  If 
you are able to provide a placement for 
any of our pupils, please contact the 
school – your support would be very 
much appreciated.
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The photograph above shows one of the Audley Parish bowling 
Club’s Oakhill team which has just enjoyed its first season in the 
Tuesday afternoon over 60s mixed bowling league.

Some of the players had no experience of league bowling but 
have come on in leaps and bounds during the season.  We have met 
some lovely people and enjoyed excellent bowling.  We can’t wait 
for next year.

Our captain says its the best fun you can have on a Tuesday 
afternoon with your clothes on.  

Our club house can be found behind Audley Theatre an the 
Audley Library, all are welcome. 

MERRY ChRIsTMAs
TO ALL OuR ADvERTIsERs ThANK YOu  

FOR YOuR suPPORT DuRINg 2012.
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CARA FuN DAY success
What a fantastic time we had.  

We had many visitors and many many stalls.  We were 
blessed with dry weather too although sometimes a bit  
windy and cool.

but with all of that the Event managed to raise £1200 of 
sheer profit to go towards our next project.

We would like to thank everyone who attended and who 
came along and helped in any way they could.

Next year we will be celebrating our 10th Year as an 
organisation with Aspire Housing.

We would like this to be an exceptional Event and so we 
are looking for helpers to help us just for that one event.  
Wether you would like to have a Stall, hold an activity, or help 
out on the day then you will be made very welcome.

To find out more or if you have any ideas of what we could do 
on the day to make this Event more memorable then please 
do get in touch with Lee moss on 07707082168 or Toni 
Chilton on 07808197014, who will answer your questions.

help to save 
Our green spaces
In August 2012, local councillors 
notified the local residents of bignall 
End and Audley Parish that the borough 
Council would soon be identifying 
and nominating possible local Green 
Field sites for future building of new 
affordable housing.

Following the circulation of the initial 
notification flyer, a meeting was called 
by the Council, in which Councillors 
Helen beech and Eddie boden 
issued further information about Site 
Allocations and Policies Local Plan and 
the procedures residents could follow in 
order to put forward objections, during 
the consultation period of monday 6th 
August to monday 1st October.

Whilst there were at this stage no 
actual plans to build on our local Green 
Field sites, a map of these sites was 
distributed and all of the green spaces 
on ravens Park Estate were deemed 
potential sites.

It was believed that the first stage 
in the objections process would be for 
all objectors to complete an Issues and 
Options Consultation response form, 
indicating their responses to various 
aspects of the development plan.

However, upon further inspection of 
the form by a few local residents from 
ravens Park, it was considered that the 
form itself could prove to be misleading 
and could lead residents to mistakenly 
give their agreement to the development 
of the green field sites, due to the 
nature and clever wording of the

questions.

Rise of the Ravens Park 
Residents Association.
Following this discovery, a residents 
Association was formed by a few bignall 
End residents, including Kevin brazier 
(Chairman), Simon Johnson (Vice 
Chairman), Stuart West (Treasurer) and 
myself Liz Johnson (Secretary), to take 
the objections procedure forward in 
a structured and effective way and to 
enable all residents to have their say in 
a united way.

The aim was to eliminate difficulties 
for residents in following the procedure 
correctly and within the given timescale 
and to act fast.

The Association met as a whole and 
then liaised with the Council and were 
assured that the Council would, in fact, 
accept one completed response form 
with a list of signatures from residents 
to say they agreed to the responses 
within, rather than a form from each 
resident.

This greatly eased the first stage of 
the objections process and allowed the 
Association’s members to conduct a 
tour of all streets on the estate to collect 
signatures against one generic form.

To our delight, we achieved 418 
objection signatures and once collated, 
these were submitted to the Council in 
September.

Kevin brazier, Stuart West and Simon 
and I sat in on a full council meeting 
during which the signatures were an 
agenda item.  Again, to our delight, 
we were assured that they had been 

accepted and that they would be 
discussed more fully at the next full 
council meeting.  A letter to Stuart West 
also confirmed this acceptance.

We are now awaiting the next stage 
of the objections process and have 
recently met with Councillors Eddie 
boden and Ann beech, who attended 
bignall End Cricket Club to address 
further concerns.

The residents Association will 
continue to fight for our beloved 
green spaces, which are part of our 
community and contribute to the beauty 
of our local area.  We do not want to 
give these up to development and we 
urge local residents to join us in the 
objections procedures.  We would gladly 
invite any help that other local residents 
can offer and would welcome your 
attendance at our meetings at bignall 
End Cricket Club.

We would greatly like to thank all 
who contributed their signatures and 
allowed the Association members 
to explain the procedures and also 
The Audley Community News for its 
support.  We would also like to thank 
all members of the Association for their 
work, particularly Stuart West for his 
unremitting efforts.
We are also enquiring if anyone has any 
information regarding Delph Lane right 
of way?
For more information contact:
Kevin brazier - 01782 722945
Simon / Liz Johnson - 01782 721434

Liz Johnson (Secretary)
(bignall End residents Association) 
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HORNE BROTHERS

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 

Email: mark@denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk 
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne - R. Horne
Contact on the following number :  

01782 720719

Jeff Dugmore
Peacefully on September 25th in the loving care of his family 
and staff at Wilbraham House, Audley, Jeff aged 77years who 
was a resident at the Wilbraham House sadly passed away.  

Jeff was the dearly loved husband of the late Ethel, 
loving father of Nicholas and Philip, a devoted brother and a 
treasured grandad.

Jeff, formerly a resident of Halmer End and Queen Street 
Audley, was a former worker in the construction industry.
For many years Jeff was a committee member at the former 
Halmer End Workingmen’s Club and was also a member of 
their Indoor bowling Team.

Jeff was just a lovely man, well spoken and would always 
find time to say hello.  He will be sorely missed by all who 
knew him.

 The funeral service took place at St. James’ Church, 
Audley on Thursday 4th October, followed by interment in the 
churchyard.  Donations were given to the Wilbraham House 
residents Comfort Fund.

To all who knew Jeff please accept our deepest 
condolences.

Eric Bennion

Sadly on the 1st of August 
2012 Eric bennion passed 
away after a long illness 
aged 89 years.  Eric was a 
local farmer and also known 
as a shrewd businessman.  
He had employed many 
people from the Audley area 
over the years.  

Eric had many interests 
during his life time one 
being serving on the Audley 
Parish Council for many 
years. He also assisted his 
wife, Joyce, in raising many 
thousands of pounds for the 

National Lifeboat Institution, by putting on concerts, dances 
and table-top sales at his Park manor Farm.

He was a member of Fields road bowling Club, where he 
was a Past President and also a member of the Audley Parish 
bowling Club.

Eric loved music and was an accomplished accordion player 
and a very good electronic organist.

His main interest, outside of farming, was horse racing.   
He ran a racing stables at Park manor Farm and his great joy 
was having winners that he bred himself.

Eric was a good friend to many people.  He loved to stop 
and chat to anyone he met, especially about racing.

The funeral was held on the 11th August at the St.
bertoline’s Church barthomley.

Out thoughts are with Joyce at this sad time, along with 
members of her family and friends.

susan Proctor (nee Lyth)
Sadly on Friday 17th August 2012 at the University Hospital 
North Staffs, after a brave battle with illness, Susan peacefully 
passed away.

Susan aged 65 years of ravens Park bignall End was the 
dearly loved wife of the late barry, loving mother to Andrew 
and Chris, adored nana, treasured sister, mother-in-law, 
sister-in-law and friend to so many who will be sorely missed.

The funeral service was held on the 3rd September at St. 
margaret’s Parish Church betley.

All donations were sent to the Douglas macmillan Hospice.
To all family and friends please accept our condolences. 

Joy Rowley
Peacefully on the 31st of August 2012, Joy aged 76 years of 
bignall End passed away at the University Hospital of North 
Staffordshire.

Joy was the dearly loved mother of Adrian and Susan, the 
cherished mother-in-law to michaela and Nick, a very adored 
grandmother to Adam, Samantha and matilda and a dearly 
beloved sister to rose.

Joy was a former receptionist at the Audley Health Centre.
The funeral service was held at the Audley methodist Church 
on monday 17th September followed by cremation at the 
bradwell Crematorium.  
All donations were donated to the Audley methodist Church in 
memory of Joy.

To all family and friends please accept our condolences.
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Dear Editor
I’m not sure if you were aware of this 
but for the past month a new radio 
station has been broadcasting in the 
Newcastle and surrounding areas which 
includes Audley.  It is called HITmIX 
radio and actually went off air at the 
end of August having only been able 
to broadcast for one month with the 
preliminary license that was granted.

However it will continue to be online 
so fortunately all the listeners who have 
enjoyed it immensely can continue to 
listen to the station on the internet.  
The station can be found at  
www.hitmixmedia.com

I thought if you could print this letter 
in The Audley Community News it would 
bring the station to more people’s 
attention where it can be passed on by 
word of mouth.  The station has provided 
the listeners with a wealth of local 
information and news and councillor 
Ian Wilkes has even had a few slots on 
Friday nights.  We really do want this 
radio station to continue and with the 
support of the listeners it is hoped that 
in the New Year another license will be 
granted.  Lillian bishop Statham.

Dear Editor
I enclose a photograph (seen opposite) 
which was taken on the occasion 
of Wood Lane Carnival, I think the 
year could be around 1972/3.  It is 
the fancy dress parade held in the 
playground of Wood Lane Infants 
School after the children had all been 
around Wood Lane on the float.

The the little girl carrying the card 
with number 18 on it is my daughter 
Carol and her fancy dress name was 
“miss Sunflower” which was printed 
on her little basket.  Also in the picture 
is the late mr. Heath, he was a well 
respected gentleman and a very good 
headmaster of Wood Lane Infants 
School.  I do not know the names of 
the other little girls but maybe some 
one will recognise themselves and 
remember what a wonderful day it 
was.  mrs. Pauline Ninnis.

A Big Thank You!
Audley Community News wishes to say a very big thank you to John Aldridge a 
former resident of meadowside Avenue Audley, now living in Chesterton, for his 
recent donation of £100 to help support our parish magazine.
John who is an avid reader of our magazine, so looks forward to each and every 
issue of our magazine to read about the village in which he was born in.  
Editor.

Dear Editor
We all wish to pass on our 
congratulations to Dr. mathew Huniak 
of Stephens Way,  bignall End who can 
be seen on the right at the birmingham 
University medical School after  
successfully qualifying as a doctor.

mathew who previous to his five 
years studying at the birmingham 
University medical School had gained 
a 1st class Hon-degree in bio-medical 
Science at Keele University.
mathew is now spending his first year 
as a doctor at the Worcester royal 
Hospital.  All those years of dedication 
to his studies have finally brought 
mathew his rewards.

Dear Editor
I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
County Councillor Dylis Cornes and 
Audley Parish Chairman bert Proctor for 
assisting me in obtaining a grant from 
the borough Council which has enabled 
me to purchase Perennial, Herbaceous, 
bedding and Spring bulbs which I have 
now planted in the village of Audley.

I wish also to thank a number of the 
residents of our village who have bought 
and donated plants for me to use to help 
brighten up our village streets.

I was recently inspired by the 
‘mining memorial Wheel’ to take on 
the responsibility to maintain the 
surrounding gardening, which can now 
be seen on Church bank.  During the 
past twelve months and after many 
hours of hard work removing hundreds 
of Dandelion and buttercup plants and 
clearing the land and despite the awful 
weather, it was all worth while when all 
the plants came into bloom this summer.  
Thank you to everyone who stopped and 
gave me words of encouragement. 

Jean Stevenson. 

KERRY SUE
                      PHOTOGRAPHY  Kerry Suzanne Wright

CAPTURING YOUR SPECIAL MEMORIES
Photogapher for all occasions.

kezdrap@yahoo.co.uk      -      01782 816924  
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“Limited Offer”
                     15% off

When you use our services during November & 
December you will receive a reduction of 15% of its 

cost from 2nd January to 28th February 2013.

security, First Aid & Training Providers
Contact us quoting Promo code ssg 0112

Ps.  To take advantage of this offer ACT NOW, we will only 
be taking on a small number of new clients in 2012.

security guards, Door supervisors, Close Protection
 Email info@staffssecuritysolutions.co.uk

Mobile 07963 265 868 - Tel 01782 637 137
Offer based on standard price.

Features

The Rotary Club of Audley
As the rotary Santa dusts down his sleigh and gets ready 

for the busiest period of the rotary Year, we should spare a 
moment to think about the people that all of your generous 
donations go to help.

The Tree of Light brings some festive cheer to our village, 
as well as providing an opportunity to remember absent 
friends and loved ones.

All the proceeds from the Tree of Light go to the Donna 
Louise Children’s Hospice Trust, supporting children and their 
families with the challenges that a life threatening condition 
brings.

Through the year, your generous support allows the rotary 
Club of Audley to help many individuals and groups from 
across our community to achieve their goals.

The successes of our young people are celebrated in 
awards for Young Achievers in Key Stages 1 and 2.

Pupils from our local secondary schools are encouraged 
to realise their potential through educational initiatives like 
Young Innovator, Youth Speaks and rotary Young Leadership 
Award as well as through a well-established mentoring 
programme.

You have donated many thousands of pounds over the 
years to help us to provide specialist equipment to improve 
the quality of life for disabled people in our community.

We have also been able to support individuals to pursue 
educational, sporting and training opportunities.

Community groups like the Audley brass band, the 
Children of Audley residents’ Association, The Audley & 
District Community First responders and the Audley Scouts 
have also benefited from rotary support over recent years.

This year, when the rotary Santa visits your street, you 
can be confident that your generosity will help the rotary 
Club of Audley make a difference to the lives of people in 
your community.

If you would like to know more about how  
Rotary could help someone you know,  
please contact Jim on 01782 722898.

Rotary Christmas Dates for 2012:
Tree of Light:
Thursday 6th December at 19.00 - Lighting of the  
Tree of Light, Audley Library.
Forms are available from Audley Library or you can download 
them from:
https://sites.google.com/site/audleyrotaryclub/home
There will also be refreshments available at the library  
on the night of the switch on of the Tree of Light.

santa Collection
monday 3rd December - Waterhayes
Tuesday 4th December - red Street
Friday 7th December - madeley Heath & betley
monday 10th December - madeley
Tuesday 11th December - Scot Hay & Halmer End
Wednesday 12th December - Wood Lane
Thursday 13th December - bignall End
Friday 14th December - Audley
Saturday 22nd December - Audley

Join the rotary Santa Facebook group for the latest news on 
Santa’s visit to your street.

Neil ginnis

beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked meats / Ham /

Tongue / Cheese / Pies / bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUr LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAmILY bUTCHEr QUALITY mEAT PrODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

172 ravens Lane bignall End Sot Staffs
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Red Onion Chutney
3 tblsp oil
450g red onions500ml red wine160g brown sugar Handful of raisins

Heat the oil over a medium heat and saute the onions stirring 
often to prevent them browning.  When they are translucent 
and tender add the wine and sugar and stir well.  Cover and 
simmer for approximately 2 to 3 hours, stirring occasionally 
until all the liquid has been absorbed.Add the raisins and season with salt and pepper.  Put the 

chutney into sterilized jars and seal the tops.  The chutney will 
keep for several months unopened.  Once opened store in the 
fridge and use within 2 weeks. 

Chocolate Butter Fingers

200g butter

120g icing sugar

4 egg yolks

teasp. vanilla essence

40g ground almonds

220g plain flour

A little raspberry jam

Chocolate cake covering.

Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4.  beat the 

butter until it is soft and fluffy, then fold in the icing 

sugar.  beat in the egg yolks and the essence.  Add 

the ground almonds and flour, stir well.

Line a baking tray with grease proof paper.  

Place the mixture into a piping bag fitted with a 

star nozzle and pipe fingers onto the tray.  bake for 

approx 10 to 15 minutes and allow to cool.  Warm 

the jam and use to stick 2 fingers together.

melt a little chocolate in a small pan and dip 

each end of the biscuit into the chocolate and then 

allow to set.

Christmas Flapjacks

300g plain flour

200g porridge oats

300g dark brown sugar

Quarter teasp bicarbonate soda

350g butter

400g jar mincemeat

1 teasp. orange zest.

In a large bowl mix together the flour, oats, sugar 

and bicarbonate of soda.  melt the butter in a 

pan and stir into the dry ingredients until well 

blended.
  Set aside approximately a third of the mixture.  

Place the remaining oat mixture into a 7 by 11 

inch or 18 by 28cm based lined tin and bake at 

180C/350F/Gas4 for 15mins.

Put the orange zest into the mincemeat and 

spread over the hot baked base.  Place the 

reserved oat mixture over the mincemeat filling 

and pat down gently.  bake for approximately 20 

to 25minutes or until the top is golden brown.

Allow the flapjacks to cool and then mark into 

small squares.  When cold the flapjacks can be 

drizzled with a little icing if desired.

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS 
SUNBED, TANNING.

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.co.uk 

Purity

d

R

R
  HEATHER NIEWDACH

bSc (Hons). mChS.

Home Visiting Chiropody/Podiatry Practice
(Alsager and surrounding area)

Tel: 01270 883573
Mob: 07852 204335

Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk



Web:  
www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk 
E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk Secretary: 07946 734008

pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Thank you.

WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?
Starting a Keep Fit Groupor a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretaryon 07506159834 or email: adcc@hotmail.co.ukfor more information.

COFFEE MORNING

& BARGAIN SALE 

Every Wednesday 8.30am until 

11.30am with FREE Internet 

Café 9.30am until 11.30am

SATuRDAY MORNING

My BabyTime Every 2nd &  

4th Sat Contact:  

Charlotte 01260 299337

CAR BOOTS 2012 pAMS Car  

Boot on the 1st Sat of month  

For information please  

contact: Sandra: 07782349524 

or: Dawn: 07921450599

SuNDAYTeam Spirit Dancing troup
2pm to 5pm

Contact either:Sharon 07968436553Julie on 07799536888

COMING SOON
JANuARY 2013
  DIDDI DANCE, FRIDAY   9.30AM- 10.45AM.  CONTACT EMMA ON    07792500981

MONDAYIndoor Bowling Club 1.30pm - 3.30pm Contact: Annette 01782 720646.
Weight Watchers 5.45pm to 8.15pm  Contact Sandra on  07897248074

TuESDAY

Baby, Soccer,  

12.30pm - 2.30pm  

Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World,  

Lisa 07931 337880 
 

Times- 9.30am -5pm  

and 7.00pm

Coffee Morning set up 

8.30pm - 10pm
 

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee  
Morning & Internet  
Café 8.00am until 11.30am 

Zumba Dancing  
6.45pm - 9.15pm  
Contact Barbara  
on 07977211484

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791FRIDAY
Audley Community News 
11am - 1pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 785791 
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Audley Youth drop-in club
7pm to 9pm

Coming soon Didi-dance Jan 2013
9.30am - 10.45 (07792500981

Booking Enquiries:  

07506 159834

Caretaker Enquiries:  

07587 177637

Chairman Ron Bourne:  

07946 734008
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.00 
Kids. £6.50 
OAP. £5.00 
Back & Sides. £4.00 
Grade all over. £4.00 
Wash & Cut. £8.50 
Beard Trim. £1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

SENIOr 
CITIZENS 
10% 

DIsCOuNT

R.s.P.C.A. staffordshire
North Branch

Needs Your help

“uniting Pets with people for a  
Lifetime of Love and happiness”
Our local branch of the r.S.P.C.A. re-home over 400 rescued 
local animals every year brought to us by the r.S.P.C.A. 
Inspectors to a place of safety.  All our cats, kittens, dogs, 
puppies and rabbits are found responsible loving homes.

We receive no government funding for our animals who 
are all micro-chipped, neutered, wormed and vaccinated 
before being re-homed.  Some may require veterinary care, 
all these expenses are funded by ourselves through various 
fund-raising activities.

You can view our very special animals at blakely Farm 
Kennels, blakely Lane, Stoke on Trent, ST10 2PT which is on 
the A52 between Cellerhead and Kingsley.  Please telephone 
07779360692 before visiting.  You can also find us on our 
website: www.rspcanorthstaffs.co.uk.

Please give our special animals another chance to be loved 
and cared for.  Could you provide them with a special forever 
home they so desperately need and so rightly deserve?

Wedding 
Bells

For village 
PCsO

PCSO Sarah Louise 
Gibson, daughter of 
Alan and Edwyna 
Gibson of Nantwich 
road , Audley and PC 
David Forrest, son of 
Chief Superintendant 
David and moira 
Forrest of Keele road, 
Newcastle, were 
married on the 9th 
October in the 16th 
century Saint Pauls by the Pillar church in Paphos, Cyprus.
The reception was held on a private chartered yacht, and the 
wedding party enjoyed an extended holiday on the Island.
We wish to take this opportunity to send our congratulations 
to Sarah and David and wish them both a very happy and 
healthy life together.

Wanted vintage/Classic Car!
For a number of years I’ve been on the lookout for a Classic 
Car as a project.  One that may need tender loving care and 
restoration.  Preferably a convertible, but would consider 
all types.  There maybe an old car stuck in your garage or 
outbuilding which is in need and you wish to part with.
Please give me a call on 01782 721565  Editor.
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Audley rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local 
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping 
in close and regular contact with its electorate and provides 
a focus for voluntary organisations in the area.  Our council 
comprises of three wards: Audley, bignall End and Halmer 
End which are represented by a total of 15 councillors who 
volunteer their time:

mr. H Proctor (Chair) mrs. V Pearson     mr. P breuer
mr. D Cornes  mrs. b Kinnersley
mr. P J morgan  mrs. C D Cornes
mrs. A beech  mrs. K Davison
mr. A Wemyss  mr. m Dolman
mr. N blackwood  mr. E Durber
mr. T Sproston  mr. C C Cooper
You can visit our website http://audleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk or visit the 8 noticeboards across the Parish for more 
info, agendas and minutes.  If you have some good pictures 
taken in the Parish for our website, please send them to the 
Clerk below.

You can contact mrs. C Withington, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone 07901 692414  Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.
co.uk
Post Lyngarth, barthomley road, Audley, Staffs. ST7 8HU

You can contact mr. Proctor, the Chair of the Parish Council 
as follows:
Phone: 07900 166169  Email: ryehills.farm@googlemail.com

We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to 
let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to 
the Parish.  members of the public are welcome to attend 
any meeting of the Council.  We usually meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month at 7pm, at venues located 
around the Parish.  residents are able to address the council 
during the public participation session.

A Copy of the minutes from each of the meetings held by the 
Audley & District Parish Council can be found on: 

www.audleycommunitynews.co.uk

Your Parish Council 

Warning Bogus Callers 
Do You Know Anyone Who is vulnerable?
Newcastle rural Policing Team together with FArS, Aspire, 
Newcastle borough Council, Trading Standards and Health 
and Social Care are trying to visit vulnerable elderly people 
within the parish who we feel may fall victim to a bogus 
caller.

We visit each person who has been recognised as 
vulnerable offering them advice on bogus officials, the do’s 
and don’ts of what to do if they feel they are a victim of a 
bogus Official.  

Along with advice, we offer, free of charge, some easy to 
use crime prevention equipment which may help deter bogus 
callers and make the vulnerable person feel more safe and 
secure in their homes.

The addresses that we have visited have been compiled 
from information our agencies have provided us with and as 
such there may be vulnerable people within the community 
who you feel may benefit from a visit from ourselves. 

 If you know of anybody please contact your local police 
on 101 at the prompt add 16736.

PCSO 16736 Sarah Forrest.

The PCSOs of our village wish to take this opportunity to 
wish all residents of the parish a safe and Happy Christmas.
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The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to:   
 
60 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

Space Age

Everywhere was cluttered up and seeming out of place
So last Spring I set about the task to liberate some space.
We need clothes to “Help the Aggard” (Aged) Cried a youngster at our door
So we gave him things to wear that I could swear had not been worn before.
but it didn’t make much difference cupboard shelves sagged to the base
Items that were decades old we still kept just in case
They might come in for something most useful they could be
Finding room then in the garage was another job for me.

I sorted out some brackets for attachment to the wall
but cement between the brickwork was not as I recall
Exactly fit for purpose showing some decay
Holes to take some rawlplugs would not be drilled that day.
Then the mother of all spiders sent shiver down my spine
Emerging from a cardboard box once used to transport wine.
Its legs went on for ever but moving with good grace
It shot up to the rafters to find a hiding space.

Donated goods to charity are taken to the shops
To raise we hope much needed cash to purchase food and crops.
Our garage now is good as new, more shelves are on display
Yet still it seems we’re cluttered up much to my dismay.
Now if the missus sees new items in a bargain sale
She needs to know where they can go or leave them on the rail.

Derrick Bate.

On Christmas Eve
Across wintry meadows, deep drifting snow,
St. James’s tower stands amid trees to bestow,
“Silent Night” voices telling of bethlehem’s Star,
From choir well rehearsed, music reaching so far.
White was his hair and long beard did blow,
As weary old man walked these meadows of snow.
Where he was going perhaps no one will know!
Disappearing in air without seeing him go.
Through frosty glass window towards drifting snow,
Now reappeared old man this time to show,
red robe fringed white, bright hat matching clear.
In moonlight’s reflection on his sleigh with reindeer.
He passed by each window, in voice loud and clear,
“merry Christmas To Everyone.  Happy New Year”.

Peter W. Hodgkins.

Beauty With Grace

Wonderful beauty of colour bright,
Dancing the air with ease so light.

Jewels of tapestry from nature’s silk skeins,
Adoring your wings as your name explains.

Instinct compelled, shelters from winter’s cold,
Upright together those wings never unfold.

Gently through spring as sun shines on the glass,
Urging stirs from corners with eagerness to pass.

Gracing summer as promised in time to deliver,
While pirouetting the flora in delicate quiver.

Each garden, paradise, enchanced by abundance of stock,
With this butterfly so special, impressive Peacock.

Peter W. Hodgkins.

My Memories

many many years ago
When I was just a child

We played amongst the grass and trees
And flowers growing wild.

Where are all the friends we knew
Who were so very dear

most of them have left us now
So very few are here.

We seem to live on memories
Of things we used to do

Like rushing out to tell our friends
If we had something new.

What a lovely world it was
When everybody cared

When you had a problem
You knew it could be shared.

May aged 91 years of butt Lane
who loves to read our magazine.

Damp Legacy

Volume two of Damp Legacy is now available which is 
a recently published book written by local councillor Trevor 
Sproston.  The book is all about a mining disaster and if 
volume one was anything to go by it will be a worthy read.

I’m sure it will be of interest to readers of our parish and 
the book can be found on Kindle and can be purchased from 
Amazonplay.com  Chris Cooper.
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Audley Village 
Barbers
‘GENTS’ Hair Dressing

RATES:

OAP. £3.50 (Tue) or £4.50 (mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00

Children from. £5.50

Clipper. £5.00

monday 12 noon - 6pm
Tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

Thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

OPENINg hOuRs.

Telephone DAN 07790 286 365
Church street Audley

BEER FESTIVAL No 12

Audley Football Club
Old Road Bignall End.

Feb 18th - Feb 24th
OPENING TIMES

Mon - Fri - 6.00pm to Midnight
Sat - Noon - Midnight

Sun - Noon - 4pm

At least 26 REAL  ALES & CIDERS

ALL THE BEST BREWS

FREE ADMISSION 
    Strictly no admission after 11pm

Audley Football Club Beer Festival 
Report
Time is upon us once again when we to start to organise 
and advertise our annual bEEr FESTIVAL which will be 
held in 2013.

All previous festivals have proven to be a really popular 
community event and we find that the people look forward 
to it each year.  We are now  well established on the beer 
drinker’s calendar and we draw beer drinkers from far and 
wide and we have had vistors from as far away as Australia 
and The United States.

Last year’s festival helped to raise £3500; this money is 
ploughed back into the club for the benefit of the players 
and further development of our facilities at our Town Fields 
ground.

The profits from the bEEr FESTIVAL also benefit local 
voluntary groups in our parish and from last year’s event  
Audley Community News & Audley First responders each 
received £150 by way of a donation to help them to continue 
to give support to our village community.

As with previous years we will at the end of the 2013 
festival be making another donation to a local group which 
benefits our community.

Our club is situated in Old road, bignall End (ST7 8QH) 
and is on a main bus route from Newcastle, Hanley and 
Stoke.  The nearest bus stop is situated at the Old Council 
Offices, New road Audley.  From the bus stop walk towards 
bignall End, take the first left to Old road and you will find 
our club on the left after 400m.  If you plan to visit by train 
( which people did at the last festival) the nearest station is 
Alsager, then an 8 minutes taxi journey is needed. 

This will be our 12th consecutive BEER FESTIVAL 
which we hope will be as good if not better than the last one.

If you would like to be associated with our festival (which will 
run from (February 18th to February 24th 2013) 
by becoming a barrel sponsor, please do not hesitate to 
contact me, Kelvin Chell at the club’s address or by telephone 
on 07742688047 any time.

Sponsorship prices are as follows:
Full barrel - £80 - 3/4 barrel - £60 -1/2 barrel - £40
1/4 barrel - £20
Or you may want your business name displayed on our staff 
shirt.   Should this be the case please contact me to discuss 
your requirements.

I would like to point out that the festival organisers and 
workers are all unpaid volunteers and give their time and 
efforts freely to help benefit the club and chosen community 
groups.    Kelvin Chell Vice Chair Audley Football Club.

Cream Tea Day 
saturday 20th October

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all friends and 
relations who helped to make this day such a success and 
raised a total of £421.52 which has been donated to the 
Douglas macmillan Hospice.

The Cream Tea Day was held in the Audley & District 
Community Centre and I wish to thank everyone who turned 
out to support this very special day and for all the donations 
they gave.

This day was in memory of Elaine.
Alan Mayer Bignall End.
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Electric Blanket
safety Checks
This year the Service will no longer be running the electric 
blanket testing campaign with Trading Standards.  The 
electric blanket check has now been incorporated into the 
Free Home Fire risk Check as a core activity.  The change 
in initiative will ensure that more vulnerable elderly people 
are targeted than has been possible in previous annual 
campaigns and that old and faulty electric blankets are 
identified throughout the year rather than just over the period 
of the campaign.

Last year 30,000 householders took up on the offer of a 
Free Home Fire risk Check compared with 1,223 people who 
had their electric blankets checked during the annual Electric 
blanket Testing Campaign.

An evaluation of previous campaigns has identified that 
it was not necessarily the vulnerable elderly people who 
attended the test days and that the most vulnerable were 
actually unable to travel to the events.  In addition both local 
and national statistics indicate a very low number of fires 
due to electric blankets and this is reflective of the national 
picture.

Over the past 12 years the annual testing events have 
been run at a significant cost to both the Service that has 
funded the cost of replacement blankets and to Trading 
Standards who have carried out the testing.  Due to 
budgetary constraints it was necessary to identify the most 
cost effective use of resources, resulting in the visual check 
of electric blankets becoming a core activity of the Free Home 
Fire risk Check.

Staffordshire Trading Standards are fully supportive of this 
and have produced a visual check list to assist technicians 
and operational crews to assess electric blankets during the 
Home Fire risk Check visit.

The electric blanket must be disconnected from the power 
source and removed from the bed to allow the blanket to be 
correctly checked.  Occupiers will be encouraged to remove 
unsafe blankets from use and dispose of them safely.  In 
addition specific safety literature will be left with occupiers 
who own electric blankets.

People who have previously attended one of the campaign 
events or who have concerns over the safety of their electric 
blanket will be encouraged to book a Free Home Fire risk 
Check via a member of the 0800 Team on 0800 0241 999 to 
have their blanket checked.

Additional information is available on the Electrical Safety 
Council’s website:     www.esc.org.uk.

Audley Library
Audley Library will be serving refreshments during the 
forthcoming Christmas Tree Light switch on, 6th December  
at 19.00hrs. all are welcome.
Jo and Ann from the Library wish to send Christmas 
greetings to everyone who uses the library and to all the 
people of the parish.

( The ‘BUFFS’ )
The Royal Antediluvian Order Of 
Buffaloes Grand Lodge Of England
                   RAOB

The ‘mothertown, Wulstan and Diglake’ Lodge are looking to 
invite new members into the Order.

The rAOb which dates back to the 1820s is a charitable 
body which was founded on the principles of philanthropy and 
fellowship.

The Order, which has no political or religious affiliation, 
brings together members who are linked by the common 
ideals to protect our families and those less fortunate.

The rAOb supports a wide range of charities both in and 
outside the Order.

The ‘mothertown, Wulstan and Diglake’ Lodge was formed 
by the amalgamation of the Wulstan Lodge of Wolstanton, The 
mothertown Lodge from burslem and the Diglake Lodge from 
bignall End.

The Diglake Lodge was formed sometime in the 1940s and 
used rooms in the Plough Public House in bignall End.

They then moved to bignall End Cricket Club and following 
amalgamation with the other Lodges, moved to their present 
home at bradwell Workingmen’s Club where they meet on  
Tuesdays at 7.45pm.

Any male over the age of 18 years who is interested in 
finding out more about the Order and the work it does please 
contact David Heath on 01782 722287.

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
QUALITY WOrK AT AFFOrDAbLE PrICES

Gary Ford.    Tel: 01782 622402   Mob: 07928661030
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C. W. Mottram  
& Family 

Independent Funeral Directors
Our Family Helping Yours

Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†

Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†

Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

†
Arranging A Funeral and Funeral  

Planning Guide brochures available
†

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

07900492692 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am, 5.00pm and 7.00pm
Tel: Lisa
07931 337880

St. James’ Mothers Union

Fund Raising Coffee Morning.

St. James mothers Union held a Coffee morning 
at the St. James’ Church Hall on Friday 28th 
September.

We have been asked to say a very big 
THANK-You to everyone who helped to make 
this event a success and all the people who came 
to give their support.  refreshments were available 
and a raffle was run.

The event raised £268.50 which has been 
donated to the macmillan Cancer Support Group.

Relocation for EBONY & IVORY

Saturday 27th of October, brought a new relocation for 
Ebony & Ivory Hairdressing Salon, which is run by 
Jeanette and Sam who have for the past 5 years occupied 
the shop next to Occasions Flower store in Church Street 
Audley.  They have completely transformed the recent 
computer store next to A Stitch in Time, into what can be 
described as one of the top class looking Salons around.  This 
is an established business, with a local customer base and 
many customers are from outside the area.

The new Salon will be open 5 days per week, with two late 
nights, with an option on Tues/Wed nights by request.

For more details ring 01782 720346 

Audley Local Action 
Partnership (LAP)
members of Audley LAP are pleased to tell you that their 
“Warm and Safe in Audley” project for older people is 
continuing during this winter.

In the next issue of this magazine we will reveal our new LAP 
logo.

It has been designed most professionally by students from 
Sir Thomas boughey High School.  We are delighted that two 
students from the school now attend our meetings.

In addition, the number of representatives from other parish 
organisations has increased.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 27th November at Durber 
Close - please come along if you are interested.  You would be 
most welcome.

We would like to wish the residents of Audley Parish a warm 
and happy Christmas and we thank them for their support 
during 2012.

Jane Lancaster.
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Audley & District WI 2012.
Did anyone see our photo display of 
our sponsored walk in the Audley Post 
Office?

Our display led to an invitation for 
our President, Glenis Simpson, to speak 
on Hit Mix FM Radio on the Ian 
Wilkes Show.  Glenis spoke for a 
half hour on the WI and chose three 
records which included The Harmonies 
version of Jerusalem.

In July 2012 we celebrated with our 
birthday party where we enjoyed a 
lovely meal and a karaoke, where we 
had a jive and sang a tribute to Abba.
It was a brilliant evening of 
entertainment, not to be missed.

Our August speaker was Paul Eddon 
who spoke about ‘Dignified Care 
at Home’.  He explained what every 
caring person already knows, how our 
elderly should be cared for either at 
home or in a residential care home.

This is a subject I care passionately 
about and if prompted I could fill the 
Community News and would then be in 
trouble with ‘our Ernie’ (wasn’t he the 
‘fastest milkman in the west’?).

In September Kath Warrilow was like a 
breath of fresh air, explaining how she 
set up her ‘Cupcake Yourself’ 
business.
 

Kath is a bright young girl who started 
off baking 16 cupcakes at a time in her 
mum’s oven.

When she was approached by the 
O2 in London with an order for 5000 
she tried to explain that she could only 
bake 16 at any one time!

I can’t imagine what 5000 
cupcakes looks like, but I can certainly 
recommend Kath’s cupcakes if you 
have a special occasion on the horizon.

In October we had an outing on a canal 
narrow boat that included afternoon 
tea.  We sailed from Whaley bridge 
and the weather and scenery were 
beautiful both on the coach trip to 
Whaley bridge and during the trip 
along the canal.

Afternoon tea was assorted 
sandwiches and warm scones with jam 
and cream.  We all enjoyed a lovely 
day and the ducks benefitted from our 
left-over crusts - we’ll never have curly 
hair!
We visited our local theatre to see 
‘Ladies in retirement’ which, as usual, 
was an excellent night of entertainment 
from the cast and production team of 
the Audley theatre.

The scenery included an Inglenook 
fireplace that looked absolutely 
stunning and a special word of 
congratulations must be sent to the 

behind the stage group of volunteers 
who continue to work wonders.

Two years ago our group decided to 
embark on a keep fit programme.

Our aim was to complete 2000 hours 
of exercise to mark the Olympics; we 
actually completed 7452 3/4 hours and 
the 3/4 hours is important.

Exercises included walking, 
swimming, gardening, etc.

Didn’t we do well?

As I write this we are busy thinking 
about the children’s boxes we make 
up and send to the children and the 
Christmas Tree Festival.
before you know it Christmas will be 
here and then the New Year, 2013.

Time flies, so I will take this 
opportunity, on behalf of the Audley 
& District WI, to wish all a Happy 
Christmas and a Healthy New Year.

Don’t forget, if you would like to visit 
our group, please come along to the St. 
James’ Church Hall in Church Street 
Audley, on the fourth Thursday of each 
month at 7.15pm.
For more details please contact one of 
the following:
Anne on 01782-721957
                 or
Glenis on 01782-722009.         (Anne).

At their meeting on the 31st October 2012 members of 
the Halmer End Wildlife Trust agreed they could no longer 
continue as a group after Newcastle borough Council decided 
to allow fishing on the only accessible side of the lake at 
bateswood, which is to be managed by a local fishing club.

Members feel let down in their fight for bateswood.
Very little support has been forthcoming from local 

representatives and, as a result, we feel we have let down the 
village, despite our campaign against the proposals.

The lake is the focal point of the reserve and walks for the 

majority of people include feeding the many ducks or sitting 
to watch them.

Halmer End Wildlife Trust believe the lake is not big enough 
to support fishing without it being detrimental to our well 
established wildlife.  Our members have spent years and 
years helping bateswood to become the fantastic asset that it 
is now.

How long will it remain like this?
There are no toilets, very limited parking, poor access to the 
lake (the paths are virtually impassable in bad weather).  How 
will the reserve cope with the sudden influx of fishermen?
We don’t believe it will.

Bateswood voluntary group Abandons Wildlife Reserve
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch. 

Give your dog the care it needs.

Many years experience.

Tel: 01782 721735 
357 Heathcote, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH

Audley Male Voice Choir
2012-2013

The Annual Gala Concert was held in the Victoria Hall Hanley 
in early October and featured the Cory band from South 
Wales. Under their musical director, Philip Harper they 
showed why they are the foremost band in the country at the 
present time.

Ian riddle put the organ through its paces with two 
contrasting organ solos.

The Choir under musical Director Philip broadhurst and 
accompanied by Ian riddle gave a performance which thrilled 
the audience.  

In spite of the difficulties imposed by the building of a new 
bus Station adjacent to the Hall and added parking difficulties 
over 1200 people attended the concert.

The proceeds of the concert will be shared between the 
North Staffs Heart Committee and Donna Louise Trust.

Arrangements are in hand for the Annual Spring Celebrity 
Concert to be held on the 17th of march 2013 at the same 
venue.

In spite of having over 85 members on the register the choir 
is always anxious to attract more choristers.  The advent of 
community choirs during the past few years has given a fillip 
to the enjoyment that can be had through membership of a 
choral unit.

We hope that some of the recruits to these choirs will wish 
to experience the kind of fellowship to be had in established 
choirs such as Audley male Voice Choir or Audley Ladies 
Choir.
In the Spring and early Summer months the choir was well 
looked after by Sue Hallam and accompanist Ian riddle 
during the indisposition of the musical Director.  

Sue’s warm personality and expertise left a lasting 
impression on the choristers and the choir is grateful for her 
stewardship.

The choir extends Seasonal Greetings to all Community  
News readers.
PWB ( Musical Director).

Forthcoming Concerts AMVC.

2012

Nov. 24th - Audley methodist Church
Dec. 8th   - madeley Centre

2013

Feb. 16th - St. mary’s Church Alsager
mar. 17th - Celebrity Concert, V.Hall
may. 9th  - Goostrey Village Hall
June. 22nd - St. Peters Church, rickerscote, Stafford.

Christmas Services at  
St. John’s Alsagers Bank

2nd December at 9.30am - Christingle Service - 
Celebrating the Christmas story with the aid of a Christingle 
- Families and Children welcome.
9th December at 9.30am - Holy Communion Service 
with carols - All welcome.
16th December at 9.30am - Holy Communion Service 
with carols  - All welcome.
23rd December at 9.30am - Holy Communion Service 
with carols - All welcome.
24th December at 7pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Carol 
Service  - Families and Children welcome.

Seasonal greetings to the people of the parish.
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Afternoon Tea At 
the gresley Arms
Despite the awful weather the Tuesday 
Club, which hold their meetings at the 
Gresley Arms Public House, Alsagers 
bank held a fund raising event on 
Tuesday 25th September 2012.  

The event was to raise funds for the 
Douglas macmillan Hospice and the 
critical care unit at the City General 
Hospital.

Tea, cakes, an assortment of 
sandwiches and pop for the children 
was provided.  bric-a-brac tables and a 
raffle took place to help raise the funds.  
    At the end of the event the grand 
sum of £321 was raised which will be 
divided between the two good causes 
mentioned above.  

The Tuesday Club are a group of 
local residents who meet socially at the 
Gresley Arms each Tuesday afternoon.  

The picture above shows back row left to right, Ruth Eagles and Joan Fryer, 
members of the Tuesday club and a group of children from the Richard Heathcote 
School enjoying refreshments, left to right, Emily Horne, Shannon Bailey, Grace 
Bailey and Dominic Horne.

A big thank you to Carl and Sarah from the Gresley Arms for the use of the pub.

st. James’  
Mothers’ union
Yes! It will soon be Christmas!

I may be writing this in October but I 
know that many of you will already be 
thinking of the Christmas season and 
all the joy it brings.

For many people, however, it can 
also be a time when finances are 
stretched and, much as we may like to, 
we feel ourselves unable to take part in 
the festivities around us through lack of 
funds.

Here is some great news!!
mothers’ Union is planning its second 
Christmas Tree Festival.
This means that St. James’ Church 
will be decorated with over twenty 
Christmas trees which friends from 
organisations within the community 
have contributed and decorated.

The Church will be open from 
8th December until 16th December 
weekdays from 2-30pm to 4.30pm and 
Saturday from 10am until 4pm.

Call in as often as you like.
Also on Thursday December 13th at 
7pm we will once more be holding our 

continue to hold our regular Friday 
morning “Coffee Time and 
Book and Bric-a-Brac sale” 
every week from 10am till 
12noon in St. James’ Church 
Hall Church Street Audley.

We would love to welcome you for a 
drink and a chat.

Please call in sometime where you 
will find a selection of good quality 
books and other items all at below 
charity shop prices.

This just leaves me with one more 
message.
Everyone at St. James mothers’ Union 
would like to wish each one of you all 
the Joy, Peace and Love that Christmas 
can bring.

It is not just a time for children, but 
for everyone.

most of all it is a time to remember 
Jesus and to put HIm at the centre of 
all our celebrations.

After all, what is the meaning of 
Christmas without Christ?
Just a birthday party without the 
birthday boy!
For any information please contact 
either: Dorothy 721576 or 
          Annette 721058

“Big Christmas Singalong”
This will include all your favourite 
carols, Christmas songs, readings and 
poems for the festive season and an 
impromptu Village Nativity where all the 
children from the village are invited to 
take part as a member of the cast.

If they can come dressed as a 
member of the Nativity that’s even 
better!

If you missed this last time we held 
it, then don’t miss out again.

The evening includes mince pies 
and other delicious cakes, drinks and 
chocolates.

So bring your Santa hats and your 
jingle bells and come and join us.
AND IT IS ALL FREE OF 
CHARGE!  What a bargain!

We just want you to come 
and share our Joy of the 
good news of the birth of 
Jesus!
Whilst we do our very best to contact 
all local organisations and apologies for 
any we may have missed, if you would 
like to make a last minute entry of a 
tree please contact one of the numbers 
at the end of this article and we will do 
our best to accommodate you.
Whilst we are doing all of this we 
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sunflower Competition
From Issue 37
Due to the lack of interest and the fact that the magazine 
has not received any postal entries for our Grow The 
Biggest Sunflower Competition, we have decided 
to donate all the prizes to one of our local volunteers.

Jean Stevenson, one of our local residents, can often 
be seen planting and weeding the garden beds around our 
parish.  All the hard work she does is on a voluntary basis.

We therefore hope that the £50 in prize money which was 
kindly donated by Paul Shaw, landlord of the Swan Inn, Kelvin 
Chell, Vice Chairman of Audley Football Club and the Audley 
Community News, together with some new gardening hand 
tools can be used to plant and purchase plants / bulbs to 
brighten up our parish streets.

Audley Community News wishes to thank the people  
who made the donations and hope that our readers will  
be prepared to take part in our future FrEE competitions.

Photograph shows Jean Stevenson being presented with a 
cheques and gardening tools from the Swan landlord Paul Shaw.

Community Awards 
On the 6th October 2012 at the Victoria 
Hall Hanley, bessie and Leslie Foster 
of meadowside Avenue Audley were 
presented by Newcastle borough 
Council a Silver merit Certificate for the 
Newcastle in bloom 2012 competition.

Also at the awards presentation 
Leslie was presented with a Community 
Champion Long Service Award for 
2012.  This was awarded for his 
dedication and valued voluntary work 
which he participates in at Leddys Field 
Wildlife Park in Audley.

On the 11th of October 2012 at the 
Stoke City brittania Stadium, Aspire 
Group presented bessie with 3rd in 
class best Garden Award and Leslie 
was presented with the runner up in 

the Customer Awards-Community 
Champion.

Audley Community News wish to  
take this opportunity to congratulate 

both bessie and Leslie for their 
achievements and also wish to thank 
them on behalf of the parish for their 
excellent voluntary work they do.

Fund Raising Event
Friday 28th September along with 

most of the country we held a Coffee 
morning/Table Top Sale in aid of the 
Douglas macmillan Hospice at the 
Audley & District Community Centre.  

With the very generous help of 
volunteers, donators and buyers we 
were able to raise £200 which has 
been donated towards their funds.

We all had a lovely fun time, whether 
you were looking for Cakes, Jewellery, 

Cards or something for the home we 
had it on offer.  

We would like to say a very big 
thank you to the Community Centre for 
donating the use of the hall and to all 
those who helped on the stalls, in the 
kitchen and to all the people who came 
along and gave their support.

The photograph on the right is of 
Dawn Dobson who organised the 
charitable event in aid of Douglas 
macmillan.  
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mini/midi Skips

builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854

GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD

DRIVE DIG OFF

NE

W FOR 2012

Audley Theatre Future Event
HOT OFF THE PRESS
Panto time is here again. Oh, Yes it is! 
From Wednesday January 23rd to Saturday 26th and 
Wednesday 30th January to Saturday 2nd February at 
7.30pm and matinees on both Saturdays at 2.30pm.

So why not join us to witness the adventures of robinson 
Crusoe as he seeks his fortune on the High Seas.  After being 
shopwrecked he finds a friend in man Friday who guides 
him to the cave of the Spirit mountain.  Don’t miss the crazy 
antics of mrs Crusoe and her son billy and a host of other 
colourful characters.

Fancy a trip to the sunny tropics then don’t miss the boat,
Book Early! Book Now!

October’s production (Ladies in Retirement but not Over the Hill)
Audley Theatre’s last production, “Ladies in 
Retirement”, was first staged here in 1971.  Some of that 
cast returned to the stage this October and demonstrated that 
the 40-odd years of treading the boards in Audley have not 
been wasted!

Set in a remote house on the Thames estuary in Victorian 
England, the murderous and mysterious plot was skillfully 
executed by all six cast members.

Each character was well drawn and they were all 
believable.

It’s a long play but our interest was held by the story, the 
acting and by that detailed set!

Impressive also was the perfect timing of the piano-playing
                                                                                      

(it was on Saturday night, anyway!)

A wonderful team effort: actors; producers; set builders; 
costume; backstage; technicians; 20 people who gave their 
time and talents to entertain us.
I must not forget the Front of House team who always carry 
out their duties in a professional yet friendly way.

Another great play not to be missed will be in April 2013 
when the theatre will be performing:

“My Giddy Aunt”

Please make sure you book early not to be disappointed!

Find Our Christmas SANTA
We once again invite the under 9 years of age from our parish to: 

FIND THE CHRISTMAS SANTAS
There are 12 hidden Santas throughout the magazine.

       Prizes of a SELECTION BOX for the first 12 correct entries.  
Closing date 18/12/2012

Send your entries to:
               ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL

All prizes must be collected 
            Name address and a telephone number must be on the entry.

CHRISTMAS MARKET FOR 2013?

We once again draw your attention to the subject of the 
possibility of a  Audley Christmas market for 2013. 

As you may be aware this subject has been highlighted 
before with little response, but unless we keep trying nothing 
will ever be done about it.

The market would be held in the centre of the village, 
with stalls and the village would be decorated in a Christmas 
theme.  ron bourne, Chair of A.D.C.C. is willing to help 
form a committee and invites local groups or individuals to 
participate. Contact ron on 07946734008.

************************************
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at up to 12KW each) in 2 zones down 
each side of the church.

These radiators each take air in from 
the top, pass it over a heat exchange 
and blow out warm air across the floor 
with the water being fed into the units 
at high temperature via pipes most of 
which are under the floor.

This gives us the ability to heat the 
church quickly with the fans and then 
rely on the background heating to hold 
the temperature.

A Heatmiser control system enables 
us to set the temperature at the time 
we want it and let the system work out 
when to ‘switch on’ dependant on the 
ambient temperature to give us a warm 
church.  The system is more efficient in 
that the warm up times are shorter and 
therefore we should use less gas.

It was necessary to switch the 
heating on for up to a couple of days in 
winter if we wanted it warm.

We are now waiting for the cold 
weather just to prove that the system 
works but it is good to hear people 
saying it is too hot whilst we are 
tweaking the system settings to 
arrange for optimum performance.
Trevor Carman-Church maintenance 
officer.

We need to go back to the fire in the 
creche to understand the development 
of the heating in the church.

We had electric radiant heaters fitted 
to walls and when the representatives 
of the Litchfield Diocese saw these, 
it was clear that they needed to be 
removed.

Our lighting was also criticised by 
the insurance company due to the 
difficulty of changing light bulbs.  Since 
a full rewiring was needed due to the 
fire damage, we took the decision to 
remove the overhead radiants and fit 
more up to date efficient lighting.

Although our boiler (an old coke boiler 
which had been converted to oil fired) 
was in poor condition and running at 
about 40% efficiency, the restoration 
of the tower took all our efforts and the 
heating limped along with calor gas 
burners keeping us going.

Once the tower work was complete 
though, the church insurers carried out 
a full assessment resulting in the need 
for us to have the boiler serviced.

We knew that as soon as a qualified 
service engineer saw the boiler, it would 
be condemned. 

In the meantime, we had been 
investigating how we should move 
forward in terms of a heating system.   
To increase the temperature of the 
church (3830cu metres) by 10 C 
requires 130kw of heat.

Our first proposal was to use a gas fired 
pressurised air system mounted in the

roof of the creche but our leaders at 
Lichfield were uncomfortable with
anything that did not circulate water as 
the medium for transferring heat to the 
building.

Another problem was the flue which 
went from the boiler room up the 
inside of the tower kinking on the way 
to a chimney on the roof.  To use this 
flue we would have to fit a liner over its 
full length which could only be done by 
breaking into the brickwork.

The solution was to use 3 Keston C55 
gas fired combi boilers (55Kw each) 
which use a 50mm diameter muPVC 
pipe for inlet and exhaust.

The flue pipe could run from the 
boiler room, through the air vent and 
out at the side of the tower standing 
about 1 metre above ground level.

These were fitted in 2010 but at that 
time, we could not afford to change the 
heat distribution system and so they 
were connected to the old pipework as 
a short term solution (rated at about 
28Kw).

This year we have been able to finish 
off the distribution system by fitting 8 
fan assisted convector radiators (rated

st. James’ Church 
Turning up The heat

Christmas Services at St. James’ Church Audley

Advent 2 December 9th  -  Christingle Service
Sunday December 23rd - Carols by Candlelight 6.30pm

Monday December 24th - Children’s Crib Service 3.00pm
Monday December 24th - Christmas Eve Communion 11.15pm (please note this starting time)

Tuesday December 25th - Christmas Day Service 10.00am

For more information please contact the Church secretary on 01782 722146
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G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son 
Seasonal baskets, bedding plants, 

container plants, perennials & shrubs.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett, 
Newcastle Staffs.  01782 624399

Free range eggs wreaths and holly  
FOR SALE

Disclaimer:
The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or 
guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with the  
views or opinions expressed by contributors.  responsibility cannot  
be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes.   
To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565  
or e-mail audleycommunity news@ yahoo.co.uk

Audley Christian Viewpoint
remember the may Day Craft Fair?

We now invite you to 
come and see how the

CRAFTERS-CRAFT!
Watch how things are made, perhaps 
make a handmade gift yourself and 

then maybe buy some bits and bobs for 
Christmas

SAT. December 1st 9.30am - 1.00pm
St. James’ Church Hall, Audley

FREE Admission.
For information contact barbara Jones on 01782 720352

Email - kenjones552@btinternet.com

PRAMPUSHERS
St. James’ Church Hall, Audley

£1 per family
Every Friday

9.30am until 11.15am

Craft, play and singing for the kids
Tea and Toast available

Everyone welcome
For full details please contact

Donna Wilcox on 01782 698206
You can also find us on Facebook

at:  St. James’ Prampushers

Audley Ladies Choir
Thank you to all who came to our Summer Concert and bring 
and buy.  The amazing sum of £420 was raised and we have 
sent £300 to Audley First responders.  

********
Forthcoming event. 
Tuesday 4th December 2.30pm - St. James’ Church Hall.
Audley Ladies Choir Christmas Concert.

Festive Music
Tea, Coffee and Mince Pies

******
You are also invited to our Open Rehearsals.

rehearsals will take place on Tuesdays in January 2013
15th / 22nd /29th.

At The Pensioners Hall Church Street 2.30pm.
Just come along + have a sing.

If you would like to join us or book us please telephone 
01782 721693.

The Frozen Nuts!!
Charitable Fun & Fundraising Event

To be held at:

Bignall End Cricket Club

First Weekend in Feb 2013 -1st to 3rd

Everyone is welcome all monies raised goes to good causes.

Audley Methodist Church 
Christmas Celebrations Invitation

9th December - 10.30am
Celebrating the Nativity Story

*********
15th December - 10.30am-12.30pm

“Meet & Greet” for Christmas
(With Coffee & Mince Pies)

*********
23rd December - 6pm Carol Service

*********
24th December - 4pm 

Christmas Eve Story Time
7pm - Christmas Eve Service

*********
25th December - 10.30am

Christmas Morning Service
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

williAM RilEy & SonS ltd.

SEEdSMEn - iRonMongERS - hARdwARE - 
AgRiCultuRAl & hoRtiCultuRAl MERChAntS

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

01782 720622

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End

Linda & Paul wish you all a very Merry Christmas

Don’t forget we have a great range  
of unusual Xmas gifts & family  

& Boxed cards.

Why go into town! Check us out!
Extended range of magazines. Confectionery; 

Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery.
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA

Tel: 01782 720323

Real Ales from £2.65
6 guEsT BEER’s  
ALWAYS AVAILAbLE  

3 CIDERs AT ALL TImES.

“Eat For A £1.00” 
EVErY WED 5Pm TO 8Pm

Free Juke Box Fridays

Meat Raffle Friday
OPEN xMAs DAY

12-3 & 8-10.30

“FREE” Buffet
New Years Eve.
stoke Matches Live!

Quality local & home reared  
Beef, LamB,  

Pork & PouLtry.  
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

GLUTEN FREE OAT CAkEs & 
sAUsAGEs NOw AvAiLAbLE



MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green will take care of it.  We can  

also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a  
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take  

care of your vehicle.

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333

BESt VAluE loCAlly.

dAily PAPERS - MAgAzinES - SwEEtS - 
ChoColAtE - houSEhold nEEdS

21 RAVEnS lAnE, BignAll End.   tElEPhonE 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
Rent a dVd for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
need to send a fax or have  
something laminated? we are agents for 
DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

HORSLEYS

•	DIY GOODS &  
fREE DIY aDvICE

•	pET fOOD
•	fOOD RE-CYClE  

baGS NOW avaIlablE

lOGS,COal aND STICKS fOR SalE

At	Horsleys,	you’ll	find	just	about	
everything	you	could	possibly	need	all	under	
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even 

horse feed - the list goes on and on.  Basically everything 
apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.  drop by 

and take a look for yourself.

Horticultural	&	Domestic	Hardware

fREE lOCal DElIvERY

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507


