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Welcome to your parish Newsletter
I welcome all our regular readers and 
invite the new ones to enjoy the new 
issue of the Audley Community News.

It appears that the forthcoming 
Audley Day has been scrapped, due 
to lack of interest, despite ron bourne 
and his dedicated team of workers 
at the Audley & District Community 
Centre offering to continue to oversee 
all work needed.  Weeks of preparation 
would have been needed to make 
sure it was a success, but despite an 
appeal for people to contact the group 
who organise the event, not one single 
phone call was made showing an 
interest.

this is a tragic shame as this 
was a show-case for our parish, an 
opportunity to show others what the 
parish of Audley was all about.

As we are all aware, the financial 
situation is hitting us all, with costs 
spiralling upwards on a daily basis.

If you are one of the readers who picks 
up a copy from our outlets you may 
have noticed we have now placed new 
donation boxes.  this money helps to 
finance each issue we produce.

Your support is needed, without it 
the magazine will not survive.

Audley Community News is here for 
you, the people of the parish to enjoy. 
We welcome your input: we need you 
to pass on your stories of events or 
happenings in the villages of our Audley 
parish.

We are so lucky here to have so many 
voluntary groups who take it upon 
themselves to provide services and 
produce events for the people of the 
parish and they need to be applauded 
for what they do.    
I do hope you enjoy your forthcoming 
read of issue 37.

           Ernie Moulton Editor.

Audley Theatre Youth  
presents ‘guys & Dolls’
In the middle of a very miserable June there was a real 
‘ray of sunshine’ for those of us who had the pleasure 
of attending a performance of ‘Guys & Dolls’ at Audley 
theatre.

It was a Junior version, very skillfully adapted for Youth 
Groups.  It’s a story of broadway in the 1940s, gambling, 
saving souls and Love!  the delight was in the way the 
cast rose to the considerable challenge and gave us an 
outstanding performance - in all aspects.

the standard was extremely high, but worthy of a special 
mention: the sustained American accent from everyone - 
not a potteries vowel to be heard!

Eight of the cast were fairly new, having only experienced 
the Audley theatre stage in front of an audience earlier 
in the year in the pantomime.  Of course, a production 
needs a team of skilled people to stage it and the Senior 
members of Audley theatre played their part too - detailed 
and accurate costume, great sound & lighting, sturdy and 
colourful sets....Well done to them!

but let us take a closer look at the reasons for the 
achievements of that wonderful young cast - something of 
this quality does not happen overnight.

Audley Theatre Youth Group meets on monday 
(Youth Night) and it is then that the training, learning, 
educating, developing and growing takes place.

this happens through activities: Improvisations; Drama 
techniques; Dance and Song.  the young people enjoy all of this 
under the guidance of an experienced team of Senior members 
(pauline, reg, Wendy, Anna, rachel, Jackie, Freda and Jane).  
there are 22 in the Youth Group (aged 10-16) - a workable number 
- and not surprisingly, there is a waiting list!

Wendy and Anna ( the producers of ‘Guys & Dolls’, whose 
own talents we have witnessed on the stage) were once 
members of the Youth Group.  they say they feel that they are 
now giving something back by working with the team, improving 
the youngsters’ confidence and abilities.

How fortunate are we that we have all this going on in the 
village!  Look out for news of the next production at Audley 
theatre and book your seats!
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What’s in a Name? – The unnamed Society (part 4) the final part.

Scenes from the comedy Worms Eye View, presented in April 1953.

Left: Gerald Dale, philip Harrison, and John bennett at rear, Dorothy burgess, Sheila rose and Doris mayer at front. right: Vic 
burgess, Frank Jervis, margaret Worthington and John Hodgkinson.

the pantomime Ali baba and the Forty 
thieves was presented for 10 nights 
in February 1954. back row: John 
bennett (mufti), Gerald Dale (El Flyablo), 
philip Harrison (Shufti). Second row: 
Frank Jervis (Semilina), Vic burgess 
(Casim baba), margaret Worthington 
(Hassan), John Hodgkinson (Ali baba), 
Sheila rose (morgiana), Dorothy 
burgess (Cleopatra), Doris mayer 
(Fatima). third row: unknown, Sheila 
platt, Dorothy brereton, brenda 
or beryl Cowan, Yvonne burgess, 
Joyce Sumnall, brenda Webb. Front: 
unknown, Christine Eardley.
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*******************************************
Audley & District Family History Society

the society meetings are in Audley Church Hall:  Admission £1.00 to non-members.  All welcome.
research 2.00-4.00pm on the first Wednesday in every month.

talk 7.30-9.00pm Friday 7th September 2012 A Wee Story - a piece of true family history
Friday 2nd November 2012 Grandma was a Suffragette

E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk    Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist

but it was not quite the end of the story. 
In April 1956 the Unnamed Society 
presented my Wife’s Lodger, a farcical 
comedy written by Dominic roche. 
Standing: Frank Jervis, Alan Jacobs, 
Geoff Farrington, John billington, Derek 
Jepson. Seated: Eileen proctor, betty 
Williams, mavis bucknall. the missing 
cast member is rita plimmer.

In April 1954 the Sacred Flame by 
W. Somerset maugham was to prove 
the last production at bignall End by 
the society. In his book “ A History of 
bignall End Cricket Club” the late Arthur 
burgess stated: “the Dramatics Section 
… were finding it difficult to carry on 
as some senior acting members had 
left the district … all efforts to solicit 
support, from within the organisation 
and outside, to recruit acting members, 
failed.”

the play was presented in Audley Village Hall (the present day boughey Hall). the programme for the play states: “It is just 
two years since we, the Unnamed Society, put on our last play, and after two productions as Audley Community players we 
are pleased to carry on from where we left off. We hope that all our patrons of bignall End days will again come and support 
us. We are now building up a strong society again and there is plenty of room for new members.” What happened next is 
something of a mystery because another theatre group was resident in Audley Village Hall at the same time. that group was 
the Hall players who went on to create Audley theatre in Hall Street.

I wish to thank marian & Steve Jervis, Geoff Farrington and Ernie moulton for their contributions to this article. 
Clive Millington

In issue 36 of this magazine we asked if anyone could identify the three cannibals in the picture top right of page 5.  We are 
pleased to say from left to right they are Keith Chesters, Geoffrey Newman and phil Harrison.  We wish to thank phil Harrison of 
Stafford for the information.
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Mining 
Memorial 
Service Tribute
What price to pay  
for Coal.
As readers of our last issue may recall, 
we promised to bring you the emotional 
tribute to the North Staffordshire 
miners, which was given by mr. Jim 
Worgan, at the thanksgiving Service of 
the refurbished and repositioned mining 
memorial Wheel on Church bank 
Audley.

mr. Worgan is Chairman of the 
Friends of Chatterley Whitfield and 
Chairman of the Friends of Newcastle 
museum and also a local historian with 
particular reference to Coal mining.

Jim was delighted to be invited to 
the service by the rev. peter Davies of 
St. James’ Church Audley in march this 
year, as he had spent all of his working 
life in the Coal mining Industry of North 
Staffordshire.

For 32 years he was an 
administrative officer for the National 
Coal board and then 4 years as the last 
Curator at Chatterley Whitfield mining 
museum, until its closure in August 
1993.  During his time working for 
the North Staffordshire Coal Industry, 
Jim was in daily contact with what he 
describes as the ‘finest body of men 
he was privileged to meet, the North 
Staffordshire miners’.

the Industry provided employment 
for thousands of men and boys 
(and women and girls who worked 
underground until they were banned by 
law in the 1840s) covering a period of 
some 800 years.

the earliest record of coal mining 
in the area was an Out Crop (at the 
surface) at the ridge at bemmersley 
at the rear of the present Chatterley 
Whitfield Colliery site, down to the 
closure of the Silverdale Colliery on the 
31st December 1998.

there were many inherent dangers 
and the North Staffs mining History 
Group has catalogued the names of 

some 4600 men and boys who lost 
their lives either through accidents or 
disasters over the last 170 years.

What a price to pay for coal!
I would now like to draw your 

attention to 2 disasters which severely 
affected the mining families from Audley 
parish and surrounding district.

In January 1885 a thrust of water 
resulted in the death of 77 miners. 161 
miners escaped, either up the Diglake 
pit Shaft, or via the underground 
connection to boyles Hall Colliery.

Despite heroic efforts it was 
impossible to recover any bodies, 
therefore the site became a grave yard.

In the early 1930s the workings from 
the rookery Colliery broke through into 
the Diglake workings and 3 unidentified 
bodies were recovered.  

they were buried in the graveyard 
in Chapel Street bignall End and some 
years later a headstone containing the 
names of all the 77 miners killed in the 
disaster was erected on the site. 

In the early 1990s the National Coal 
board announced a Scheme to mine by 
opencast methods an area called Great 
Oak which contained the workings at 
Diglake Colliery.  You can imagine the 
fury which arose and an Action Group 
was set up to oppose the scheme on 
the basis that under no circumstances 
would they allow the “graveyard” where 
their relatives had lain for almost 100 
years to be disturbed.  Fortunately 
common sense prevailed and the 
National Coal board quietly withdrew 
the scheme.

Photograph above shows Jim Worgan at the Memorial Service in St. James’ 
Church Audley, after viewing the Mining memorabilia which was on display.

Diglake Colliery 

continues on pages 7.
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Minnie pit 
January 1918
this is where 156 miners, including the 
Captain of the birchen Wood Colliery 
rescue team, perished in the disaster, 
most of whom succumbed to carbon- 
monoxide poisoning.

Such was the determination of the 
men to recover their mates’ bodies 
that the last one was not brought to 
the surface until some 20 months 
after the accident.  Funeral after 
funeral therefore took place on the 
western side of North Staffordshire 
during this period.  Long gone now are 
the harrowing scenes of women and 
children at the pit tops waiting for news 
of their loved ones.

the North Staffordshire Coalfield 
was the richest in Great britain, with 
30 workable coal seams, containing 
every quality of coal found anywhere 
in the country, apart from Anthracite 
and Lignite (brown Coal).  It was gassy, 
heavily faulted,- with conditions ranging 
from hot, dry, dusty, cold and even wet.  

the last coal face worked at 
Wolstanton was 3900 feet deep with a 
10 foot section of coal being taken and 
was fully mechanised.  

Despite refrigerated air and copious 
amounts of water, temperatures 
regularly exceeded 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit which restricted the amount

of time they could work.
Compare this with a hand-filled face 

at Victoria Colliery, with a seam height 
of 2 foot 3 inches and a gradient of 1 
in 2.  Here the men would lie on either 
their sides or backs for the whole shift.  
Indeed it was stated that if a man could 
work in the North Staffordshire Coal 
Fields then he could work anywhere in 
the world.

the industry spawned the great Iron 
Works of the region, such as Knutton, 
Apedale, Silverdale and Leycett.

Minnie Pit

Never let it be said that the pottery 
Industry came to North Staffordshire 
because of the locally found clay.

Had the right quality coal not been
found in North Staffordshire then there 
would not have been a pottery industry,  
as evidenced by the import of China 
Clay to the area from the West country 
for the last 250 years.

We will continue with the second 
part of the tribute, which will include 
more photographs relating to the mining 
history of our parish in our next issue.
Editor.

Audley parish Bowmen
Audley parish bowmen is a local club that practices Field 
Archery.  Unlike standard target archery, Field Archery 
involves the placement of targets in a hunting setting.  
Hunting with bows and arrows is illegal in the UK and Field 
Archery is a recognised sport that is a replacement for 
hunting across the world.  

the targets are of animals and are placed at varying 
distances, by trees, up and down slopes, in an effort to make 
a course of targets varied and difficult.

the club, now in its 6th year, continues to prosper with a 
steady attendance on Saturday mornings.  the annual club 
open competition was held on 24th June and saw over 80 
local archers compete.  Despite the early downpour, practice 
butts were set up on the millennium Green allowing extra 
space in Leddy’s field for some challenging shots.

the club always welcomes people who would like to try 
Field Archery which is suitable for anyone aged 8 to 80.  

We have a selection of bows, arrows and armguards for 
newcomers to use and our experienced members are happy 
to give tuition and guidance.

We meet at the end of Hall Street at 10am on Saturday 
mornings and set up a course of targets on the wooded 
slopes in Leddy’s field.  We finish by 1pm or a little later.

For more information call mandy on 01782 721731.
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Callum’s  
Moment 
To Shine
tracy Hough of meadowside Avenue 
Audley tells her story of why she 
nominated her son Callum to be 
considered to be one of the torch 
bearers during the 2012 Olympic 
celebrations.

back in 2007, my mum was  
diagnosed with a rare and aggressive 
form of breast cancer. She responded 
well to the treatment and we all thought 
she’d be spared as we could not 
imagine life without out her.  She was 
the glue that kept us all together.

However in 2008, whilst we were 
in America, we were asked to return 
home as soon as possible as mum had 
been taken seriously ill.  mum’s cancers 
had spread quite suddenly.  She was 
treated with radiotherapy over the next 
few days, but the side effects were 
devastating. mum was left immobile, 
with double vision, severe oedema 
and a host of other side effects which 
meant she was in need of 24 hour care.

Our family devised a plan to help 
care for mum, but juggling our mum’s 
needs and our family’s (I have 5 
children and a husband) there never 
seemed enough hours in the day.

We discussed the option of getting 
help from a carer - this was when my 3 
sons Lea, Nathan and especially Callum 
stepped in to help.

Callum had a special bond with his 
nan, he would love to wind her up and 
was often told off for raiding her kitchen 
cupboards.  Callum knew his nan would 
not like strangers in her house, so he 
offered to become one of his nan’s 
helpers, sitting with her, cooking for 
her, cleaning, keeping the garden tidy 
and just making life bearable for his 
nan, until one of the adults took over on 
their shifts.  Callum spent more time at 
his nan’s than at his home.  When his 
friends called for him to go out and play, 
he would say ‘sorry I’m looking after 
nan’.  He always put his nan first. We 
never took Callum for granted, but at 

the time we didn’t realise the magnitude 
of what he was doing, he was only a 10 
year old boy.

Sadly mum passed away. It was 
Valentines day 2011 and all my sons 
were with her to the end, they refused 
to leave their nan.  Callum’s last 
promise to his nan, was that one day 
he would make her proud. He was 
devastated by the loss of his nan.

I decided to put his name forward to 
be a torch bearer. I never once thought 
he would have the opportunity to be 
selected. It was only when I saw him on 
the coach with the other torch bearers 
and he texted to ask if his nan would be 
proud of him, that I in fact realised he 
was, after all. that’s why I nominated 
him.  As well as carrying the Olympic 
flame Callum was 1 of 10 torchbearers 
from 8000 who were also invited to 
London to have their portrait taken by 
internationally renowned photographer
Nadav Kander.  Callum’s portrait 
was unveiled at the National portrait 
Gallery in London in July 2012, as 
part of the Olympic road to 2012 
exhibition, relaying the stories of the 
most inspirational people that make 
the Olympics stand for what they are.  
to think Callum was one of the 10 is 
unbelievable.

Callum’s leg of the relay was on the 
30th June in bloxwich near Walsall.

We met some truly inspirational 
people including thierry Laurent 
who passed the flame to Callum.He 
came from Georgia USA, suffers from 
parkinson’s disease and now helps 

other with the same illness.  Callum 
then passed the flame onto tanya 
Fouche who came from Johannesburg. 
She helps children with HIV and Aids in 
her home country.

During the day Callum was joined by 
boy band the Wanted. the atmosphere 
was incredible and the streets were 
filled with people and entertainers.  they 
really went to town to welcome the 
flame.

Callum had plenty of support from us 
all. Some of his friends and two of his 
teachers mr Wilkinson and mr Figgis 
travelled down to cheer him on.

It was also Callum’s idea to help 
raise money for charity as many people 
wanted to take pictures of him and 
the torch.  He decided to help raise 
funds for both Douglas macmillan 
and the University Hospital of North 
Staffordshire, where is nan was treated.  
the funds will help pay for a new pEt 
Ct Scanner which his nan had often 
had used on her to help her during her 
illness.

Finally I would like to say Callum and 
his torch are still fundraising.  We are 
proud of Callum and if his nan was here 
today she would be bursting with pride.  
She was always grateful for Callum 
being there and realised more than 
any of us what he was doing.  She was 
often saying “you’ll be repaid some day 
for looking after your old Nan”.  Callum 
would always reply “how much?”.

Clearly his payment has been sent 
from heaven with love.  

tracy Hough.
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Audley Youth 
Drop-in (AYDI)

Audley Youth Drop-in (AYDI) has 
relocated to the Audley & District 
Community Centre since Friday 11th 
may 2012.

Opening hours are 7-9pm and we 
now operate on a fortnightly basis, in 
order to meet the social needs of young 
people aged 11-16 years.

School years 6, 7, 8 and 9 meet 
alternate weeks and years 9, 10 and 11 
meet fortnightly.

Separating the age groups has 
enabled us to accommodate more 
structure and age-appropriate sporting 
activities and interactive games.

School year 9 will be welcome to 

both or either sessions, deemed more 
appropriate for their development.

more responsible members may also 
be invited to become AYDI monitors 
which will involve acting as role models 
to the younger members and assisting
in the running of AYDI which will
encourage the young people to take 
ownership of their Drop-in. 

We endeavour to involve young 
people in the development, planning  
and delivery to AYDI and offer all our 
members the opportunity to have their 
voice heard and become involved in 
decisions which affect them.

In line with this policy our new 
Logo was designed by Charlotte 
Simpkin,aged 13 years, and accepted 
as we felt it depicted youths hanging 
around in a group.  AYDI also aims to 
provide facilities for recreation and 
support activities in order to build up 
positive relationships between the 
youth of Audley, the constabulary and 
the wider community.  many thanks go 
to St. James’ Church Audley parochial 
Church Council for their support, both 

financial and practical, in piloting this 
project for the benefit of all young 
people in Audley and neighbouring 
villages.  the project manager would 
like to maintain the relationship which 
has built up between the youth of 
Audley and St. James’ Church through 
visiting the choir, which practices on 
a Friday evening and occasionally 
inviting the Clergy and congregation to 
participate in projects and activities.

We would welcome volunteers of all 
ages, including young people who have 
previously been members of AYDI and 
who would be interested in adopting a 
leadership role.

As a not-for-profit organisation, 
funding will be sought for revenue 
costs such as rent, salaries, volunteer 
expenses, publicity and equipment.

E A Edgeley project manager.

Contact details for ADYI: 
Tel: 07906 781901  

E-mail: elaineedgeley@hotmail.
co.uk

Orchids on the 
Millennium 
green

On the 4th of July, I was taking my 
weekly walk around the millennium 
Green.  the purpose of the walk was 
to see what work needed doing at our 
forthcoming work party.

Imagine my astonishment whilst 
walking on the path adjacent to the 
wild flower meadow, when I observed 
a small patch of Common-Spotted 
Orchids.  I counted more than one 
hundred.  this was all the more 
surprising as I had  seen no orchids in 
previous years.

the wildflower meadow was planted 
when the millennium Green was 
created, and in common with most 
meadows deteriorated due to poor 
managment.  this allowed coarse 
grasses to dominate the wild flowers.

Over the past 5 years, we have had 
the meadow cut in August and the hay
removed.  this has resulted in a 
reduction in fertility of the soil, which is 
bad news for the grasses, but is good 
news for the wild flowers.

In addition, we have collected some 
wildflower-rich hay from Dane-in 
Shaw pasture SSSI in Congleton.  this 
hay was scattered on the wildflower 
meadow in the hope that some of its 
wild-flower seeds would germinate.

For the first few years, we observed 
a lot of Yellow rattle growing.  this was 
very encouraging, as Yellow rattle is 
a semi-parasitic annual, which futher 
reduces the dominance of the grasses.  
It would seem that orchid seed was also 
present in the hay.  It just takes several 
years to flower!

Over the years, we have seen the 
wildflower meadow flourish; during 
the spring and summer a succession 

of wild flowers can be observed.  It is 
probably at its best in late June/early 
July when there is a profusion of oxeye 
daisy, common knapweed, yellow rattle, 
self-heal, musk mallow and salad 
burnet, not to forget the Common-
Spotted Orchid.

by mid-August, the meadow will be 
cut, and we will be left with a grass 
field.  this is the time you will see our 
volunteers raking up any hay which was 
not bailed.  this will be scattered on 
the other areas of the Green, to create 
more wild flower areas.

this is just one of the many activities 
we get up to during the year.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, we hold work 
parties.  
please contact me for details on: 01782 
723877 or millennium@audley.net.

Forthcoming Work parties:
Saturday 8th September 2012
Sunday 14th October 2012
Saturday 10th November 2012.
meet at Audley Community Centre 
10am.  

Neil Blackwood.
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Sir Thomas Boughey High School

As we start a new academic year, we would like to welcome 
our year 7 pupils to Sir thomas boughey.

We are sure their time here will be filled with new 
experiences, fond memories and, of course, challenge.

their transition from primary to secondary school has been 
eased by weekly visits to the school.

For the past academic year, pupils from local primary 
schools have visited Sir thomas boughey every Friday to take 
part in a range of lessons, including Food, technology and 
Science.  this is something that will continue throughout the 
new academic year.

In July we held our annual Year 6 taster day, where all 
pupils who have recently started Sir thomas boughey had the 
opportunity of experiencing an entire day with us.

this day was a true reflection of what they will experience 
for the next five years: they began with assembly; took part in 
all five lessons; had lunch and left feeling part of the school.

It is therefore no surprise to see how well the new Year 7 
have settled into life at Sir thomas boughey.

As is always the case with a new academic year, we 
immediately begin to plan for the next year.  

With this in mind, our current Year 6 Open Evening will 
take place on tuesday 25th September at 7pm.  this evening 
provides an excellent opportunity for parents and prospective 
pupils to have a look at the school, talk to pupils and staff 
and see some work in action.

It really is an evening not to be missed.
there are also many other dates you might like to note in 

your diary, such as:
Wednesday 19th December (7pm) - Year 7 Christmas 

production;
tuesday 29th January to thursday 31st (7pm) - Annual 

School production;
tuesday 30th April (7pm) - Celebration of music evening.
All of these events proved to be successful last year.
As we believe in community spirit, your support at such 

evenings is always much appreciated.

Our annual Year 11 mock Interview Evening is scheduled 
to take place on thursday 14th February .

During this evening, our pupils are interviewed by 
professionals from a range of organisations and career paths.  
It is an incredibly valuable evening as our pupils receive first 
hand experience of an interview situation - skills they are 
then able to apply to the real world.

If you would like to take part in this event and become an 
interviewer for the evening, please contact the school.

Your support would be very welcome.
Even though it is still very early in the academic year, we 

already have many exciting events planned.
Year 11 Geography students have been on a field trip to 

the river Dane in the peak District, where they have collected 
data to be used in assessment.

We also have a trip to Cologne, in Germany, planned for 
Easter 2013, where pupils will take part in many cultural 
excursions, and help to provide the all-important link between 
lessons and the real world.

At the end of the summer term, a local gentleman who 
attended Sir thomas boughey in the 1950s issued staff at 
the school with a snapshot from history.

mr. Jepson provided us with two editions of ‘the 
Halmerian’, a Sir thomas boughey school newsletter, 
produced in 1952 and 1953.

You may be surprised to know that, upon closer inspection, 
it was possible to draw upon many similarities between life at 
Sir thomas boughey in the 1950s and today.

the Halmerian featured many articles on themes such 
as excursions, theatre experiences, the Harvest Festival, 
sporting achievements, prize Day, and the Open Day.

Looking over the school newsletters from the last 
academic year, the ‘term times’ (the school newsletter 
launched in September 2011) has also featured articles on 
exactly the same themes.

Although the terms have changed slightly (prize Day 
being replaced by Awards Evening, for instance) it seems the 
values and principles of the school have remained the same.

Whilst we pride ourselves on being a traditional school 
with traditional values, it was still intriguing to be able to 
draw so many parallels between life at Sir thomas boughey 
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in 1952/1953 and today.
One similarity of particular interest involved the Coronation 

in the 1950s and the recent Diamond Jubilee.
In the summer, to mark this occasion in history, our pupils 

were involved in planting a range of saplings, one being a 
royal Oak (a sapling grown from an acorn gathered from the 
royal Estate).

Saplings were provided by the Woodlands trust as part 
of their Jubilee Woods project, which aims to see 6 million 
trees planted by the end of 2012, creating Jubilee Woods 
throughout the country.

It is hoped that by participating, pupils will remember 
how they helped to mark this historic event, and, at some 
point over the next 60 years, they will return to see how their 
saplings have transformed to create a Sir thomas boughey 
Jubilee Wood.

Given this recent event, when reading the 1953 edition 
of Halmerian, it was amazing to find that bulbs and trees 
were also planted in order to mark the Coronation - another 
indication of the way in which the school has continued to 
instill a sense of pride in our heritage.

the school would like to thank mr. Jepson for sharing his 
memories with us and helping us to learn more about our 
school in times past.  

If you would like to view the 1952 and 1953 versions of the 
Halmerian (or even compare this with the modern equivalent 
of the term times) please see our website (the address is 
www.stb.coop).

Ravensmead 
School KWIK 
Cricket Success
pupils at the ravensmead Junior School  
have for the first time in the history of 
school reached the National Finals of 
the KWIK Cricket competition.

ravensmead Cricket team has 
already had a successful season by 
winning the County Cricket tournament 
at Keele University.  this was then 
followed by the regional tournament, 
played at Lichfield Cricket Club, where 
they overcame very strong sides from 
schools from, Shropshire, Herefordshire 
and Warwickshire.

the final was played in June, but 
despite all their efforts and after winning 
two of their three games played, they 
finished 8th out of over 8000 schools 
who entered, this was a brilliant 
achievement for our local school and we 
must congratulate all the players from 
the school.  Local Community plays 
a key role, with some of the children 

already playing for local teams and the 
school wishes to thank the clubs for all 
their help during their excellent season. 
ravensmead School team pictured left 
to right back row: 
troy brown, Eddie Smith, Archie 

Doorbar, Freddie Doorbar (Captain), 
Luke Wakefield, Sebastian Hopwood, 
Connor Jones, megan Jones.
Front row:
mr. Samuels and mr. r Heppell.
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Tribute to Nancy
Nancy (Sarah Annie) Johnson (nee Harris)

Nancy sadly passed away at the poplars residential Home in 
Alsagers bank on the 25th may 2012, aged 87 years, in the 
presence of her family.

Nancy was born at ‘Kimorey’ boon Hill on the 11th 
September 1924, her parents being George and Alice Harris.  
She had an older brother George and two younger sisters, 
Norma and Kathleen.  Her mother and father were very proud 
when Nancy won a scholarship to the Orme Girls School in 
Newcastle.  this was a great achievement as the school was 
predominantly fee-paying in those days.

On leaving school, Nancy worked at the tax office and then 
radway Green.  During this time, her brother George brought 
home a friend called Arnold Johnson.  A romance blossomed 
and they wrote to each other all through the war years when 
Arnold was serving in the Cheshire regiment.

When Arnold was demobbed, they married on may 18th 
1946 and began their married life at number 6 butters Green, 
a black and white cottage with lovely big gardens.

In 1951 Elizabeth was born and then in 1957 came David.  
these were happy days for the family and there were always 
lots of friends of Elizabeth and David having a whale of a time 
playing in the garden.

As the children grew up, Nancy went back to work part-
time at Chesterton Library and then Embrey’s bakery.  She 
then went to work at Unity House in Hanley and lastly to 
the Civic Offices in Newcastle where she stayed until her 
retirement at 60.

In 1976 the family moved to Stephens Way and it was 
here, after her retirement, a new phase of life began for 
Nancy, that of grandma to the children of David and Yvonne; 
Laura, Amy and Emily who were a source of huge joy for her 
and Arnold.  You wouldn’t go to their house very often without 
hearing the sound of children’s voices.

Nancy’s other passions were reading and doing crosswords 

and she loved animals and birds.
Nancy and Arnold were quietly happy in their retirement, 

not wanting to go on foreign holidays, but having their family 
around meant everything to them.  As their grandchildren 
grew up, great-grandchildren appeared on the scene, Laura’s 
children; Olivia, Alice and Harry and yet again their joy at 
having young children in the house brought them great 
happiness.

Unfortunately Nancy’s health began to deteriorate in 2005 
and she was cared for by Arnold and all the family.  However, 
when Arnold passed away in 2009, she went to live in 
the poplars where she was cared for by the staff until she 
passed away.  the picture above is of Nancy and Arnold on 
their wedding day.

the funeral service took place at bradwell Crematorium.  
All donations were sent to the rSpb and the Donkey 
Sanctuary.  Nancy will be sadly missed by family and friends.

A Tribute to Fred.
Frederick Jones of tibb Street bignall End, sadly passed away 
on the 18th June 2012 aged 92 years.He was the loving 
husband of the late Hilda.

Fred was a former miner, a very hard working man whose 
philosophy in life was, if you work hard, you can play hard and 
what’s the point of earning money just to save it.

Fred liked nothing more than to reminisce and to be out 
on his bike, often seen peddaling away towards Chesterton, 
to visit his former work mates for a drink at Chesterton 
Workingmen’s Club.

Fred and Hilda, would also often be seen at the Audley 
Workingmen’s Club, where they would enjoy their game of 
bingo and a drink with their friends, Les and Wendy machin.

After the death of his wife Hilda, Fred stopped going to the 
Audley Workingmen’s Club and started to use the plough, 
which was closer to his home.

Unfortunately when coming home one night from the 
plough, Fred tripped and fell, injuring himself.
this resulted in him having no confidence to go out anymore.

Friends continued to visit him at his home and helped to 
look after him, but he showed very little interest in going out.

both Fred and Hilda were a lovely couple and will be sadly 
missed by all the friends and family they had.

the funeral was held on the 3rd July at bradwell 
Crematorium.

to family and friends please accept our condolences.

Tributes or Announcements.
If you wish to place an announcement or a tribute to a friend 
or a loved one please send them into the Editor, by mail 
or email.  the address and email address to send in your 
information can be found on page 3 of this magazine.
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HORNE BROTHERS

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 

Email: mark@denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk 
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne - R. Horne
Contact on the following number :  

01782 720719

Hazel Cadman
peacefully on the 20th February 2012 Hazel, aged 95, sadly  
passed away in the care of her family and Ward 9 of the North 
Staffs royal Infirmary.  Hazel lived all her life in the boon Hill 
and Wood Lane areas.  She worked at rists Wires and Cables, 
she was also a school dinner lady and worked as a grocery 
assistant in Wood Lane for three of the shop’s owners.

Her funeral was held on 1st march 2012 at bradwell 
Crematorium.  Donations of £250 were given to the british 
Heart Foundation and a donation of £100 was raised by 
the family in memory of Hazel and given to Audley First 
responders.

Hazel was the loving wife of the late Joe, a devoted mum 
to ron, patricia and the late Anthony, a dear mum-in-law and 
a treasured nan.  She will be greatly missed by all her family 
and friends.  A special thank you was sent by the family to 
the Accident and Emergency department and Audley First 
responders

Joan Mary Brockley
At the Haywood Hospital on Friday 27th April 2012, Joan 
mary peacefully passed away aged 86 years.

Joan of ravens park, bignall End, was the dearly beloved 
wife of the late Dennis, adored mum to paul and Julie, loving 
nan to ruth and mother-in-law of Sue and rob.

Joan was a former member of the Co-op store staff in 
Church Street Audley for many years, where her kindness was 
much appreciated by management, staff and customers who 
knew her.  

Joan also was a big support to our magazine, where her 
knowledge of the history of our village life during the early 
1900s was most valued.  She often contributed information 
for articles and on many occasions visited us at our weekly 
meetings in the Audley Community Centre, with late husband 
Dennis.

Joan was such a lovely lady who will be sorely missed by 
so many.  

the funeral was held on the 8th may at the Audley 
methodist Chapel, followed by interment in the Chapel 
Cemetery.  to Joan’s family and friends please accept our 
condolences.

Louisa Marian Warham (Lulu)
Sadly on the 26th April 2012 miss Warham, aged 96 years, 
passed away.  She was the only daughter of the late thomas 
and Alice Warham of ‘the Studio’ Church Street Audley.
She had lived all her life at ‘the Studio’ and due to illness 
had for the past 3 years become resident of the poplars Care 
Home, Alsagers bank.

miss Warham trained as a teacher in West bromwich 
during 1935-1938 and her teaching career started at 
broadmeadows Girls Secondary School, Chesterton then on 
to Alsagers bank School as Deputy Head and finally as Head 
teacher. She retired in 1976.

miss Warham loved to travel both here in England and 
abroad.  She had many interests which included being a 
member of ‘North Staffs. Field Club’, being president 1984-
85, when her presidential address was titled ‘Audley, a 
portrait of a Changing Village.  In later years her greatest 
interest was her father’s photographs which appear in many 
local books including Audley Community News, where in fact 
a story of his life,written by Louisa,can be found in issue 
21.  the photographs can now be found in the Newcastle 
museum.  miss Warham was also a voluntary member of the 
british Legion and poppy Day each year always found her 
very busy.  She could often be found helping out at the Audley 
theatre, where her expertise was in the make-up room.

the funeral was held on the 18th may at St. James Church 
Audley followed by internment in Audley Churchyard.  She will 
be sadly missed by so many friends and family and all those 
students she taught during her teaching career.

Kenneth Spode
Suddenly on the 21st July 2012 at his home in ravens Lane, 
bignall End, Kenneth, aged 86 years, sadly passed away.

Kenneth was the loving husband of the late Norah Spode, 
a dear brother to the late Edwin and raymond and a much 
loved uncle and brother-in-law.

Kenneth was a quiet man and a well respected member 
of our community and will be greatly missed by his family, 
friends and neighbours who all spoke well of him.

the funeral service was held at St. James Church Audley 
on Friday August 3rd 2012 which was followed by interment 
in the Audley Churchyard.

All donations were passed on to the Stroke Association.
to all family and friends of Kenneth please accept our 

condolences.
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today’s version of the story began in 
late April when a newly discovered 
cousin, Sandy rowley rewalt came 
from Iowa in the USA to Newcastle with 
her husband Gary.  However, the real 
story began with the disappearance 
from Audley of her great great 
Grandfather, Levi rowley sometime 
after 1880.  Levi had become a great 
curiosity in Derek rowley’s family 
because no one knew where he had 
gone.  there were rumours galore of 
him being a poacher, even a tale of 
a murdered gamekeeper.  Had this 
anything to do with his disappearance?

being interested in family history, 
I set about the task of uncovering 
Derek’s family tree.  Derek’s own line 
was relatively straightforward: they had 
not moved away from the parish, were 
all coal miners and seemed to live next 
door to each other in either Wood Lane 
or bignall End.  Indeed, Derek is the 
first in his family never to have worked 
in the pit and he was born in 1936 so 
there were many rowleys who worked 
underground.  the trouble started 
when I tried to research the brothers of 
Derek’s great great Grandfather, Caleb.  
the one I could not find was Levi.  He 
had a criminal record and I found many 
details of it, including the fact that he 
was released from jail in 1880.  but 
there is no mention of him in the 1881 
census.  then one evening in late 2011, 
I had a message from a Sandy rowley 
rewalt saying that she knew she was 
directly related to Levi rowley: he was 
her great great Grandfather.

It appears that Levi had gone to 
America but left his wife behind in 
bignall End because she was expecting 
another baby and in fact she joined 
him a year later, along with the other 
children.  the story of their crossing is 
not known to anyone.  However, they 
settled in Iowa and had six children so 
that Sandy ended up with a great many 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Sandy and Gary had decided to 
come to Newcastle so that they could 

visit Audley before we accidently made 
contact with them.  their plans were to 
spend a few days looking round Audley 
centre, to visit the court house to look 
up the records there!  A culture shock 
was waiting for them in this respect.  
Derek’s father was an only child and 
his father had two sisters of whom we 
know nothing as yet.  However, from 
further research we found two more 
distant family members in the parish.  
there were not very many family 
members for them to meet.  We warmly 
welcomed Sandy and Gary into our 
family and took many photographs.  We 
drove round Audley in the rain and took 
them into the church which they found 
very impressive, especially for its age.  
We took them round Wood Lane and 
showed them the place where Levi’s 
cottage would most likely have stood.  
Derek told them stories he remembered 
being told about his family.

Sandy told us something of her 
family - a very different story in many 
ways.  Her father was a produce buyer 
for a large firm: a good salesman who 
could have sold the brooklyn bridge!  
He was Lester rowley and was the first 
in the American branch not to work in 
either a pit or a brick yard.  Her great 
Grandfather, Arthur rowley also worked 
in the pit and her grandfather, John, 
worked in the brick yard.  John and 
Lester were great ones for hunting; 

perhaps shades of old Levi’s favourite 
night-time hobby but more legitimately 
done.  the rabbits and squirrels were a 
useful addition to the diet when times 
were hard.  Sandy and Gary hunt and 
fish as does their own son.  A family 
trait passed down perhaps.  

they visited the Audley Family history 
group with us and we unearthed more 
information to add to an ever-growing 
family tree.  We are grateful to Clive 
millington for giving us a photograph 
of our common ancestor’s grave stone, 
Samuel rowley 1811.

may 13th was mother’s Day in 
America, their last Sunday with us.  
Sandy had a little message she wanted 
to bury at Samuel’s grave.  It was a 
sunny afternoon and our Grandson, 
Alex had come over to meet them.  We 
set off to the churchyard, Sandy, Gary, 
Derek, me, our daughter rachel, her 
two children, Eleanor and Joe, and Alex.  
Sandy buried her little plastic capsule 
which contained a message to say that 
she, Sandy rewalt had come from Iowa 
to visit her great great Grandfather, 
Samuel rowley on this day.  It was a 
moving little moment as the message 
was buried and photographs taken of 
the three generations present: rowleys 
united across the Atlantic ocean by an 
errant great-great-Grandfather.

Janet Rowley.

Pictured left to right - Gary Rewalt, Ian Rowley (Great-great-great-great-Grandson), Sandy Rewalt 
(Great-g-g-grandniece), Eleanor Spain (Great-g-g-g-g-Grandaughter), Yvonne Page, Janet Rowley, 
Stefan Spain, Helen Negad (Great-g-g-g- Grandaughter), Derek Rowley (Great-g-g- Grandson), 
Rachel Spain (Great-g-g-g- Grandaughter), Joseph Spain (Great-g-g-g-g- Grandson), Michael 
Rowley (Great-g-g-g-Grandson), Alicia Rowley - at their recent family gathering in the parish.

Dear Editor
Long Lost 
Relatives
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beef - Lamb - pork - poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked meats / Ham /

tongue / Cheese / pies / bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUr LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAmILY bUtCHEr QUALItY mEAt prODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days per week - tele: 01782 720737

172 ravens Lane bignall End Sot Staffs

We had our planning application for 
the new extention turned down by the 
planning committee although it had 
been passed by the council’s senior 
planning engineer.  Having appealed 
we have been reliably informed that the 
appeal will be upheld and we will be 
granted planning permission.

this would have meant another 
winter in a cold and now very leaky roof 
on the extension.  It was decided to 
renovate the extension as it would not 
last another winter and tidy up the hall.

We started the hall and the extension 
renovation project on 29th June 2012. 
planning had started last year before 
our planning refusal, so this plan b was 
implemented.  We will be well into the 
process of renovating the hall by the 
time this newsletter is printed.

the contractors have been selected 
with pC building Services Ltd as the 
main contractors, ably assisted by 
Cores Electrical, A & b plumbing, 
Steve Hough and Dampcure.  these 

are supported by Dave of Stone 
Architectural Services Ltd, our architect, 
Ian titley, the structural engineer 
from HbL Associates and the building 
Inspector from Cpr Ltd and the help 
from Newcastle under Lyme planning 
Department.  this renovation project 
is due to be completed by the end of 
August 2012.

Grants have been given by the 
various charities listed below; these 
grants are not only for the renovation 
but for books, equipment, camping 
equipment and the rear garden project.

baron Davenports Charity who 
generously donated more than we 
asked for.

•	 Newcastle under Lyme Green 
Grants

•	 Stoke City Community Fund Grant
•	 the barracks trust
•	 the Co-operative Community Fund
•	 the bernard Sunley Charitable 

Foundation
•	 the Foyle Foundation
•	 Garfield Weston Foundation
•	 the Coalfield regeneration trust

We have been surprised by the 
generosity of all trustees; some have 
been generous enough to give more 
than we asked for.

Our current grant fund exceeds our 
expectation at over £8500.

We have in the pipeline various other 
grant applications to cover all aspects 
of the renovation, front of the hall, new 
front doors, tiling, safety equipment, 
kitchen units, storage racking, camping 
equipment and general equipment, 
until a grant is awarded these are just 
wishes.

During the renovations we lost the 
extension roof to wet rot, dry rot and 
decay, although this was not originally 
quoted for, savings made elsewhere 
have covered the cost.

We would like to thank the rotary 
Club of Audley and Audley parish 
Council for their constant help, it is very 
much appreciated.

Our Scout section is thriving which 
will relieve the waiting lists in both 
the Cub and beaver sections, this has 
been a constant but nice headache.  
Our activities have been varied from 
bell boating at trentham and hiking 
culminating in a family camp at 
beaudesert park, Cannock Chase in 
July.  We are now planning our winter 
quarter activities to make full use of the 
new facilities.

this has been a year of change for 
us and one where the future holds great 
excitement. the sections have stabilised 
in numbers, the beavers have a waiting 
list but this is being reduced.

In October we shall be celebrating 
the opening of the new hall (date to be 
fixed) and a celebration dinner at Audley 
Cricket Club on 27th October for our 
group’s One Hundred Years of scouting 
in Audley (June 1912).

Our 100 year badge, which can be 
seen at the start of the article and was 
designed by Alex, our Assistant Scout 
Leader from Ampm Graphics, has been 
presented to all our members of the 
group to be worn during 2012.  We 
have a limited number for sale (50) at 
£3.00 each, if you are interested please 
ring 01782 723139.

77th 
Audley  
Scouts
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maybe whilst you have been out and 
about in the parish for the past 12 
months you may have seen Lisa Ash 
and her dog Clive.

Clive who is a Golden retriever / 
black Labrador cross is now 18 months 
old and would have been wearing his 
purple training coat with the Canine 
partners emblem on show, with his 
trainer Lisa close by his side.

Canine partners is a charity founded 
in 1990 by Anne Conway and Liz 
Ormerod.

the aim of the organization is to 
assist people with disabilities to enjoy a 
greater independence and better quality 
of life, by providing specially trained 
assistance dogs.

this also includes working closely 
with the Forces charity (Help for Heroes) 
in order to train dogs for service 
personnel, one of whom was injured in 
Afghanistan whilst serving there.

the main aims of the training are as 
follows:

•	 Opening and closing doors and 
cupboards.

•	 retrieving a variety of items.
•	 Helping the person to get undressed.
•	 pressing buttons and switches.
•	 raising the alarms in emergency.
•	 Unloading washing machines and 

tumble driers.

this together with much more,  
depending on individual needs.

Canine partners are a registered 
charity and if you require more details 
or wish to make a donation go to:

www.caninepartners.org.uk

Clive came to live with Lisa and her 
family in park Lane Audley when he 
was an 8 week old puppy and during 
the short spell he has been there he 
has been taught so much.

Apart from his toilet training and 
general obedience skills, Clive has also 
been taught many skills to prepare 
him for his new life as a partner for a 
disabled person.

Clive can now open doors, empty the 
washing machine and press the button 
on the pelican crossing.
Another part of his training was to
introduce him to different environments, 
so Clive has made visits to the local 
doctors, dentists, hairdressers, to 
ravensmead School to meet the 
children and he’s even attended a 
lecture at Keele University.

No matter where Clive has visited he 
has been welcomed with open arms.

On one occasion he was a special 
guest at the britannia Stadium when 
he was invited to watch a match with 
trainer Lisa between Stoke City and  
tottenham.  this experience was to get 
him used to large crowds, but despite 
thousands of fans chanting and the 
hustle and bustle of a premier League 
match, Clive decided to have a 20 
minutes snooze.

maybe he just got bored with the 
football, despite being on the front row 
with the St. John Ambulance volunteers.

Clive was very well behaved 
throughout his visit and despite there 
being a penalty shoot-out, it just did 
not bother him at all.  Even, as many 
readers know, how chaotic it is when 
supporters are leaving the ground after 
a match - Clive was not bothered.
Everyone at the match took to Clive and 
at half-time this big guy walked over to 
give Clive a stroke and it was only after 
the match it was discovered  to be ryan 
Shawcross, captain of Stoke.
Clive has also made good friends with 

Lisa’s 15 year old daughter beth and 
the family’s two Labradors, trudy and 
pudding.

beth said: “Clive is a lovely dog to 
have around and we are all proud of 
what has been achieved over such a 
short period of time”.

Clive has been very popular and 
welcomed into all the shops in our 
village and by interacting with the local 
people he’s achieved so much.

Canine partners allocate their dogs 
to “puppy parents” like Lisa for the first 
few months of their lives, so that they 
can get used to everyday scenarios and 
learn the basic skills.

Once this has been achieved they 
then have to leave and start their 
advanced training.

the time has come for Clive to leave 
the Ash family.  It’s a time Lisa has 
been dreading for months, like with all 
animals, bonds form and to have to let 
them go can be such a sad time.

One thing is for sure, someone out 
there in need of help will appreciate all 
the hard work and dedication Lisa and 
Clive have done.

Lisa has asked for us to pass on her 
gratitude to all the people of the village 
including the shop owners for all the 
help they gave to make one small puppy 
into an angel of mercy.  We all wish 
Clive a happy and healthy life.

Editor.

Adorable 
Clive!!!
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Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk  E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk   

Secretary: 07587 153449   Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834
Caretaker Enquiries: 07587 177637  Chairman Ron Bourne: 07946 734008

pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............
We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee 
mornings and Fund-raising Events......  you don’t need any experience, just a 
willingness to help.  If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning 
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are 
interested then just ask ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it.  Or if 
you prefer contact ron on 07946734008.  thank you.

WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIRE

MONDAY
Indoor bowling Club ~ 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Contact: Annette 01782 922830.
Weight Watchers ~ 5.45pm to 8.15pm
Contact Sandra on 07897248074

TuESDAY
baby, Soccer, ~ 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World, Lisa 07931 337880
times- 9.30am, 5pm and 7.00pm 

Coffee morning set up 8.30am - 10am

WEDNESDAY
bargain Sale, Coffee morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.00am until 11.30am
Zumba Dancing 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Contact barbara on 07977211484 

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 10pm.
Contact: Deb 01782 785791

FRIDAY
Audley Community News  
10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

SATuRDAY MORNINg 
my babytime ~ Every 2nd & 4th Sat
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337

COMINg up…………

COFFEE MORNINg
& bArGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FrEE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

CAR BOOTS 2012
pAmS Car boot on the 1st Sat of month
For information please contact:
Sandra: 07782349524
or:
Dawn: 07921450599

Having a party? 
Starting a Keep Fit Group 
or a reading class?
Need a room for a meeting or a  
public gathering? ………………  
Contact our booking Secretary  
on 07506159834 or  
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information.

Contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008.  3rd Saturday of the month available for hire.

Youth Drop In Centre!  Every 2nd & 4th Friday Aged up to 16 years  (Time: 7pm 

to 9pm.) Contact : Elaine on: 07906 781901 - email elaineedgely@hotmail.co.uk

************************
Cream Tea Day - In aid of the Douglas MacMillan Hospice

October 20th 2012 - 10am-1pm - Look out for posters
**************************

‘Christmas Fayre’ held at the Audley & District Community Centre
Saturday 17th November 2012 - between 2pm - 8pm
Details contact: Dot on 07587153449 or Ron on 07946734008
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.00 
Kids. £6.50 
OAP. £5.00 
Back & Sides. £4.00 
Grade all over. £4.00 
Wash & Cut. £8.50 
Beard Trim. £1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

SENIOr 
CItIZENS 
10% 

DISCOuNT

The Rotary  
Club of Audley.
July saw the start of a new rotary year and the hand-over 
from president Derek rowley to our new president robert 
Holland.

We thank Derek for a great year of friendship and charity 
work and for leading our club so well.

I know Derek, quite rightly, is very proud to have raised and 
donated over £5,700 to charities.  recipients include Audley 
Community News, Audley First responders, Wood Lane 
primary School, Debra, Donna Louise trust, marys meals, Life 
Straws, pAmS, Douglas macmillan and Water Aid.

We also look forward to the new year under the guidance 
of president robert Holland.

At his inauguration, robert expressed his wish to continue 
the work that has proved so successful in the past and in 
particular to focus on our community.

Whilst the postponement of the CArA fun-day in July 
was a disappointment, we look forward to taking part when 
(weather permitting) it takes place in August.

Santa has his water skis ready, just in case!
We have once again presented our Young Achiever awards 

to the local primary schools.  these awards are very much 
appreciated by both the schools and the pupils.

the schools are breaking for the summer and we will be 
looking to work with both the primary and senior schools 
when they return in September.

Following the very successful sponsored walks of the last 
few years, we are looking to organise another this year to 
raise money for our international project.

Having beaten Wolstanton in the district crown green bowls 
competition, we are looking forward to the next round.

We are also very proud to announce that the rotary club 
of Audley quiz team won the district competition for the third 
year in succession.  the team are pictured above.

Our team of Jim mcCabe, paul barrow, Derek rowley and 
Ian Smith are proving to be formidable opponents.

Long may it continue.
Neil Ginnis.

Rotary Contacts:
Public Relations:  Neil Ginnis (01782 721483 
neilginnis@atosorigin.com).
Secretary: David rowley (01270 750668 lowe.royle@
mscable.com).
Website:  http://www.audley.net/rotary
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Liberal Councillors
Advice Surgeries

Councillor Dylis Cornes
County Councillor
tel: (01782)  720289  

E-mail:  dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Councillor Ian Wilkes
Borough Councillor

tel: (01782)  722343 
E-mail: wkrodin@aol.co.uk

Councillor Andrew Wemyss
tel. (01782)  723117

E-mail: andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Audley rural parish Council is a statutory elected local 
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping 
in close and regular contact with its electorate and provides 
a focus for voluntary organisations in the area.  Our council 
comprises of three wards: Audley, bignall End and Halmer 
End which are represented by a total of 15 councillors who 
volunteer their time:

mr. H proctor (Chair) mrs. V pearson     mr. p breuer
mr. D Cornes  mrs. b Kinnersley
mr. p J morgan  mrs. C D Cornes
mrs. A beech  mrs. K Davison
mr. A Wemyss  mr. m Dolman
mr. p Warren  mr. E Durber
mr. t Sproston  mr. C C Cooper
You can visit our website http://audleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk or visit the 7 noticeboards across the parish for more 
info, agendas and minutes.  If you have some good pictures 
taken in the parish for our website, please send them to the 
Clerk below.

You can contact mrs C Whithington, parish Clerk as follows:
phone 07901 692414  Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.
co.uk
post Lyngarth, barthomley road, Audley, Staffs. St7 8HU

You can contact mr. proctor, the Chair of the parish Council 
as follows:
phone: 07900 166169  Email: ryehills.farm@googlemail.com

We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to 
let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to 
the parish.  members of the public are welcome to attend 
any meeting of the Council.  We usually meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month at 7pm, at venues located 
around the parish.  residents are able to address the council 
during the public participation session.  “ Audley rural parish 
Council’s 2011/12 Annual report is now available to view on 
their website”.

A Copy of the minutes from each of the meetings held by the 
Audley & District Parish Council can be found on: 

www.audleycommunitynews.co.uk

Your Parish Council 

vandalism to Children’s play areas
the Audley rural parish Council is very concerned about the 
high cost of repairs which they incur due to the continued 
criminal damage in the play areas, particularly Alsager road 
Audley,  Albert Street and bignall End road, bignall End.
they would appreciate the public’s help and when anyone is 
seen vandalising to report the incident to the police.
police non emergency number: 101.
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From Little Acorns !!!
parish born and bred couple, Linda and Graham Fairbanks, 
have now turned their once hobby into what is now a thriving 
family business.

pool End Farm Nursery, which can be found on the 
outskirts of our parish near Leycett, has over the past 14 
years been transformed into a well established haven for 
local gardeners to visit for their plants and shrubs, not 
forgetting the Free range Eggs.  Graham, who was a former 
brickie with a number of local companies which included 
mcKellin’s builders of bignall End, Devanes construction, 
rists Wires and Cables, then finally Newcastle borough 
Council, together with his Nursery Nurse wife Linda, decided 
to take the plunge when they took over the small-holding at 
Leycett which has now expanded into a 52-acre business.

the Nursery has expanded so much that Linda and 
Graham’s two sons, Neil and Craig, are now in full-time 
employment which has taken an enormous load off their 
parents.  the main source of the business is the nursery 
which includes 3 large tunnels where plants and shrubs first 
start their journey.  Once the plants have been established 
they are then taken into the large green-houses where the 
public can view and purchase the plants.  Quality of plants 
and value for money is their main aim, as prices have 
changed very little over the past 14 years.  many people 
may not know but there are many plants that carry a royalty 
charge on every one that is sold, in some cases 4 pence per 
plant goes to the person who developed or introduced the 
plant.

there is also a pre-ordering service provided when in the 
summer months hanging baskets and pots may be ordered.  
During the summer of 2011 over 500 baskets and 100 pots 
of all sizes were prepared and hundreds of plants and shrubs 
of so many varieties were purchased by their customers.  

During the winter months they prepare the holly and Wreaths 
for their Christmas customers, these also can be pre-ordered 
to your specifications.

Work continues throughout the year as there are so many 
seasonal plants to take care of.

the out-buildings also provide liveries for local horses and 
there are around 40 pedigree sheep on the farmland which 
they have bred.

part of the land is set out for growing hay which is sold to 
the horse-riders from around the local area and there are

over 200 hens which roam free and provide free range 
eggs which can be purchased from the nursery.

Leycett Nursery is now a well established local business 
where Linda and Graham’s family are more than happy to 
give advice on your gardening needs.

the nursery can be found in Leycett Lane just after the 
junction from Scot Hay as you travel towards Leycett and 
madeley and there is ample car parking.

Spring and Summer bedding plants are available from 
march onwards.  Winter bedding plants from the end of 
August and Christmas Wreaths and holly in December.

Wheelie Bin Warning!!!
We have been asked to remind all parish residents that wherever possible after the collection service has emptied your waste 
bins to remove them from the pavement area, because over the past few months there have been a number of Wheelie bins 
taken and vandalised.  bins have been taken and set on fire and emergency services have been called out to deal with them.

AARDWOLF 
pest Control

FuLLY INSuRED
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

Wasps
rats
mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial & Contract Work

The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to:   
 
60 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 
QUALItY WOrK At AFFOrDAbLE prICES

Gary Ford.    Tel: 01782 622402   Mob: 07928661030

Audley Village 
Barbers
‘GENtS’ Hair Dressing

RATES:

OAp. £3.50 (tue) or £4.50 (mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00

Children from. £5.50

Clipper. £5.00

monday 12 noon - 6pm
tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

OpENINg HOuRS.

Telephone DAN 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley

Audley & District probus Club
Our Annual General meeting was held in June 2012 during 
which bryan Harrison was elected president.

John Edwards was elected Vice-president and bob Alcock 
as treasurer.  maurice Downes as a committee member 
and myself, Don Caton, re-elected as Secretary for the year 
2012-2013.  Our retiring president, David Oakden was 
elected Speakers’ Secretary, a job which he had carried out 
in addition to his presidential duties with great success.

We are always looking for new members and I would like 
to invite you to come along and see what you think of us.

membership is open to all business / professional men 
and women who are 55 and over, who are retired or have 
partially retired and live within commuting distance of Audley.

We meet for lunch on the third Friday of each month at the 
butchers’ Arms, opposite the Audley Health Centre (12.00 for 
12.30); after which we enjoy listening to an invited Speaker.

to give you a taste of the many varied subjects on offer by 
our Guest Speakers during the next 12 months, we will be 
hearing about travels in Africa, the Apedale Heritage Centre, 
the Funeral business (yes, you have not miss-read - that will 
be presented by mark and richard Horne), and we get to 
hear about Chesterton during the War Years.

So you see, something for everyone (we hope!).
Incidentally, as a form of incentive, your first meal comes 

with the compliments of the Audley & District probus Club!
please, feel free to call me on (01782) 721894 or email 

donald.caton321@btinternet.com with any questions you 
may have.  Don Caton Secretary.

Sid celebrates
Sid Whalley celebrated his 
90th birthday on the 11th of 
August at his home in butt 
Lane.

the picture shows Sid as 
a 17 year lad near his then 
former home in Alsager.
Sid was a former employee at 
the Audley Co-op  store, now 
the balti, for a couple of years 
before serving in the forces 
and being posted to Italy.  
Sid recalls his happy times 
working in our village and his 
friendship with work colleague 
Derek Daniels. 

Audley & District 
parish Council 
Clerk, Clare 
pellatt, can be 
seen in the
photograph 
with her 
husband, Simon 
Whithington, 
and their 5 year 
old son reuben 
outside St. 
James Church 
after their 
wedding on June 
the 4th 2012.
Audley 
Community 

News and the people of the parish wish to congratulate both 
Clare and Simon and to wish them a very happy and long life 
together.

Jubilee Wedding for  
parish Council Clerk
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precious gift
Stood close together, side by side 
A nerve wracked guy and blushing bride 
Journeyed forth as man and wife 
to the joys and trials of a different life. 
Now their dreams have not been blown away 
Like confetti on their wedding day 
together whilst walking hand in hand 
their footprints merge upon the sand.

On thoughts of happy days they dwell 
the tough times too if truth to tell 
When they never thought of packing it in 
Just carried on through thick and thin. 
Employment days have now expired 
more time at home since being retired 
but happy in their lives they live 
they still have so much love to give.

Yet it wasn’t quite so long ago 
the days seemed long, proceeding slow. 
Until one day announced with glee 
An addition to the family tree! 
A grandchild be it girl or boy 
Is a gift from God to bring much joy.

revelling in the time well spent 
they baby sit and feel content 
Doing what is to be done 
messy chores and having fun. 
Growing older playing games 
making friends and learning names                          
they recognise that change is swift 
And glory in their precious gift.

Derrick Bate.

Torment
A thunderstorm raged on a hot summer’s night 
When she entered this world a babe full of fright 
Now try as she may year after year 
It’s always the same living in fear. 
Why won’t it stop, when will it relent 
She hides in the dark, her head in torment 
No words of comfort, there’s nothing to say 
to help her endure her suffering today.

When thunder is near she knows all the signs 
Her face etched in anguished indelible lines. 
Hot spells of warm sunshine come to an end 
temperatures cool, she cannot pretend. 
Her mind is in turmoil, at the end of her tether 
Watching tV and news of the weather 
Until in the autumn she can reveal 
Life is much better, less of an ordeal.

Derrick Bate.

Free Sky
these jewel eyes saw nothing as golden as the autumn 
Golden as the sun, as bright as the sky.

thousands of people, people so wise. 
As wise as an elephant, wild and free.

Cold is nothing, nothing these days. 
Days of happiness, happiness in life.

Glance at a spirit, spirit so free. 
Free from trouble, no trouble to see.

Now it’s time to carry on, until the day we meet again 
Goodbye for now, as now we fly, 
Free to an open sky.

Jessica Crabtree (Sir thomas boughey Year 9.)

“In A Moment Of Tranquility”
Sing a song for me Willow,

Cascading down to kiss the pool,
As ripples flow towards the lilies,

From breeze enhancing charm so cool.
Chorus the song for me bullfrog,
As you hypnotise the dragonflies.
Smiling through each sunset hour

While shadows cross bewitching skies.
melody the song for me reed Warbler,

As you gently prize this scene,
With illusions of gems through water’s

mirrored glass,
In a place I’m glad I’ve been.

Peter W. Hodgkins.  
podmore Woods Nature reserve
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C. W. Mottram  
& Family 

Independent Funeral Directors
Our Family Helping Yours

Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†

Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†

Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

†
Arranging A Funeral and Funeral  

Planning Guide brochures available
†

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

07900492692 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk

We send our congratulations  
to Daniel paddick, of Wood 
Street, bignall End, who has 
just successfully completed 
his college course and has 
been named Student of 
the Year for the faculty of 
Art and Creative Studies at 
the Newcastle-under-Lyme 
college.

Dan has successfully 
completed a btec Extended  Diploma in Graphics and 
Interactive media.  He specialised in Animation and his 
animated children’s story, Not Now Roger can be seen on 
Youtube. Search for Not Now roger or danpaddick.  Earlier in 
the year he won a talent+ scholarship and was runner up in 
an animated Christmas card competition at the college.

Dan now intends to start his own business, Dp Creations 
and has a website, http://www.dp-creations.co.uk.

Trespass Ravensmead School
police wish to advise against anyone entering the grounds of 
ravensmead School after the school is closed and causing 
damage to property. Offenders will be dealt with accordingly.  
CCtV is in use.

Audley Day
Due to the lack of response, (Not one phone call or enquiry!) 
the team of volunteers at the Audley & District Community 
Centre have decided that there will not be an Audley Day in 
September 2012.

Instead, they have decided to concentrate there efforts 
by extending the already successful Christmas Fayre, which 
this year will be held on Saturday 17th of November 2012, 
between the hours of 2pm and 8pm at the Community Centre.

the later starting time will result in a Christmas market in 
the dark outside the Community Centre, with Christmas lights 
and hopefully carol singers and Audley brass band etc. to 
supplement the usual indoor activities.

Let’s not forget we shall be having a visit from our Audley-
themed Santa’s Grotto as we had here last year.

We are already sourcing additional retail outside stalls, 
so if you want to have a stall either inside or outside please 
talk to our treasurer Dot bourne on 07587153449 or ron on 
07946734008. best book early to save disappointment.                              

Ron Bourne Chairman A&DCC.

trevor Carman, Church maintenance Officer for 
St. James’ Church Audley, has reported that some 
individual has been exploding aerosol cans at the 
rear of the church by the public pathway.

Not only is this dangerous to the individuals, 
there is a chance that the church could be set fire 
to.  the police have been informed but if anyone 
sees someone doing this, please phone the police 
immediately.  Non emergency number 101.

Student of the Year

vandalism  
at St. James’  
Church Yard.TUESDAY

Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am, 5.00pm and 7.00pm
Tel: Lisa
07931 337880
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What an inspiring year we have had 
so far in 2012.  We entered two teams 
in the Christian Viewpoint Quiz and 
our teams ‘Calendar Girls 1&2’ came 
a respectable 2nd and 3rd.  A really 
enjoyable evening was had by all.

In April, Gill Adlington showed us how 
easy it was to paint and donated the 
painting she did for us to use as a raffle 
prize.  Our members are considering 
inviting Gill to do a workshop, where 
we can all have a go at creating a 
masterpiece.  Well, a piece anyway!

What a laugh we had in June with 
pat Hall, she reminded me of the little 
blonde girl in Liver birds, which most 
of us will remember as one of the 
better comedy shows on tV.  pat was 
a very funny speaker, who wrote and 
performed poetry about life as she sees 
it, much like pam Ayres.

Several new members have joined us 
and soon settled in and became friends.  
One new member, Sue, has taken on 
looking after the library gardens.  I have 
watched her work so hard, but it must 
be like painting the Forth bridge, for as 
she reaches one end it’s time to start all 
over again.

In June we planted a tree by the 
new memorial on Church bank for 
the Queen’s Jubilee, then sang the 
National Anthem.  the WI have planted 
numerous trees around the village for 
all the royal occasions, but sadly lost 
quite a few when they built the new 
Health Centre.

As you may know, the WI held a 
sponsored walk in memory of past 
member maureen Edwards in aid of 
Douglas macmillan.

they had a wonderful day when 28 
did the walk and several more joined 

them for lunch at the butcher’s Arms 
where everyone enjoyed a lovely meal.

Everyone agreed that the walk was 
really a very enjoyable amble, full of 
chatter and laughter as the walkers 
remembered maureen.

It only started to rain on the way 
home along the Quarry, with a stop for 
photos.

After lunch, Glenis, our president, 
thanked everyone, particularly 
maureen’s family, for joining in the day 
and making it so enjoyable, although 
with a element of sadness that maureen 
was not there to enjoy it with them.

many thanks to everyone who made 
a donation.

Special thanks to tim in 
Headmasters, who had a sponsor form 
and another special thanks to a young 
lad named Stephen Clarkson who, 
on his own initiative, raised £26 by 
doing a sponsored run for my daughter 
Deborah’s ‘Mum’s Non-Miles’.  I 
personally owe my daughter a special 
thank you as she raised £120.45 from 
her cake sales at Sir thomas boughey 
and richard Heathcote schools for my 

‘Non- miles’, (I was in hospital at the 
time of the walk).

We would also like to thank Jean 

beckett who raised £121, all the WI 
members, maureen’s husband John 
and his family, and my sister mary for 
the idea of a sponsored walk, which 
included walking on my behalf.

We raised the grand total of £2,400, 
which was truly amazing and I still find 
it hard to believe.

I would like to clarify to those 
expressing concern about the amount 
raised, because in the Sentinel it said 
£1,826.45, which John, Glenis and 
I took to the Douglas macmillan, an 
amount that did not include sponsor 
money raised by a member of 
maureen’s family and directly on line.

the rest was raised by donations that 
members kindly gift-aided, which will 
eventually total £2,400.

I feel very proud to be a member of 
the Audley WI.

Anyone wishing to visit us please 
note that we meet in the Audley Church 
Hall opposite St. James Church, at 7pm 
on the 4th thursday of each month.

You will be most welcome.

For details contact either:
Anne on 01782 721957:
Glenis on 01782 722009.

WI Step 
out for 
Charity

Pictured: John Edwards, Anne Marsden, Douglas MacMillan Rep N Hancock and Glenis Simpson 
(President) presenting the cheque in aid of  Douglas MacMillan Hospice.
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester road Audley SOt 
tel: 01782 721292 mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 pre MOT inspection.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch. 

Give your dog the care it needs.

Many years experience.

Tel: 01782 721735 
357 Heathcote, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH

Nigel Comes to the Rescue

In February 2012 Nigel moores of moores motors bignall End, 
celebrated his 50th birthday.

rather than having gifts bought for him, Nigel asked that 
he be given gifts in the form of money which he would then 
donate to the Audley & District Community First responders.

Nigel held his birthday celebrations at the red Street 
Community Centre and raised £500 which has now been 
given to the First responders.

paul Sargent, group coordinator said “ it is a greatly 
appreciated donation which has come at a time when funds 
have been extremely low, to the point where we have been 
close to cancelling our responder service.  We rely on these 
donations to maintain our life saving work and for Nigel to 
give up his birthday gifts to help fund our voluntary service, is 
just a credit to him”.

Nigel can be seen above with responder margaret Eardley, 
receiving his certificate of thanks.  Nigel has also given 
continued assistance with the group maintenance for the past 
six years.

Audley First responders have been established since 2005 
and rely on donations for their voluntary work throughout the 
community of our parish.  this also includes teaching a two- 
hour free emergency life support course to the public, under 
the british Heart Foundations Heart Start Scheme.

Each responder commits to their own training and 
responding on a voluntary basis.

Audley Male voice Choir
Forthcoming events:

Sunday 7th October - 7.30pm
“Gala Concert at the Victoria Hall Hanley.
Guests at the Concert will be the world-famous ‘Cory 

Brass Band’ from South Wales, with all proceeds being 
donated in aid of the ‘british Heart Foundation and the local 
‘Douglas macmillan Hospice’.

Saturday 24th November - 7.30pm
“Audley Methodist Church”.

Saturday 8th December - 7.30pm
“Madeley Centre”

Audley Ladies Choir
thank you to all who came to our Summer Concert  
and bring & buy.
the amazing sum of £420 was raised.  We have  
sent £300 to Audley First responders.
A date for your diary:
tuesday 4th December  Audley Ladies Choir Christmas 
Concert

....and if you would like to join us or book us ....ring:
01782 721 693
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Operation Christmas Child 
Samaritan’s purse

The “Fill a shoebox appeal 2012”

Each year around August, all kinds of Audley Folk begin 
to collect empty shoe boxes, decorate them with colourful 
Christmas paper and fill them with toys, pens and games etc.  
they are sent, with our love, to underprivileged children in 15 
countries in Africa, Central Asia and Eastern Europe.

the boxes are collected in the local drop off points (see 
posters, leaflets etc. deadline is November 5th.), then sent 
to a collection point, packed onto a lorry to be delivered by 
road - before they begin their aeroplane journeys to their 
destinations.

Our involvement began in 2005 when 141 boxes were 
sent from Audley, in 2006 - 198 boxes were sent, in 2007 - 
216 (including 48 from Audley methodists), plus 2 boxes of 
knitted hats, etc and in 2011 we sent almost 500 boxes.  the 
question is can you help us break the record?  Fill a first time 
box - add an extra?

A leaflet making suggestions about things to send (also the 
non acceptable items) is available.  It is free and contains lots 
of suggestions for your information.

On the printed pamphlet it clearly states that the boxes 
must be 7x12x5 inches.  please try to stick to this size - it 
is important because they are packed into big boxes to be 
loaded onto the lorry.  the bigger the shoebox the less boxes 
can be sent.

there are three different age groups for both boys and 
girls.  Last year we noticed that there were very many more 
boxes for the girls and fewer boxes for boys.  It would be 
nice if we could even that up a little.  Our children and 
grandchildren have so much and throw away even more.  
Ask them to get involved and fill a box with you.  these 
underprivileged children have nothing.  please support this 
effort and help us to make this the best year ever for these 
very special children.  thank you so much.  

If you have any queries please get in touch with me 
Barbara Jones on 01782 720352 and I’ll try to help.

Thank you SO much for caring.

New Windows at Halmer End 
Methodist Church.

Halmer End methodist Church has recently installed new 
windows in the Church Hall and adjoining rooms.

this project has been made possible by a grant of 
£1000 from the Staffordshire Local Community Funds and 
supported by Councillor Dylis Cornes and by a grant of £500 
from the Newcastle Community Chest.

Additional monies to complete the project have been 
raised by Church members.

Installation of these new windows in the Hall and adjoining 
rooms has significantly improved the comfort for the many 
community groups using the facilities and helped the Church 
with energy saving.

Church members say a big “Thank you” to everyone 
who has helped the church to install these windows.

A Family  
Decathlon 

Saturday 22nd September,  
from 3pm 

 
 

 at Ravensmead School 
 

An afternoon of fun for everyone! 
(games, sports quiz, short talk, light tea ) 

 
Look out for more details and posters in September 

Or ring Wendy (720381) or Ena (722106) for tickets  

Audley Christian Viewpoint present: 

In 1975 Halmer End methodist Church published a book 
entitled ‘Owd Charlie’ methodist preacher which was written 
by George Clarke from the church.

It told something of the life of Charlie Haywood a 
methodist preacher well known and loved in our area.

He was often in demand as a preacher for special services 
including Sunday School Anniversaries.

In recent months members at Halmer End have had 
requests for a copy of the original book which has been out 
of print for many years.

the Church would like to re-publish the book, with the 
help of members of Charlie’s family and would like to 
hear from any readers who have memories of him, stories 
which might have been handed down in the family or any 
photographs which could be used for a new edition of the 
book.

people, far and near, have recently told us stories about 
Charlie and that is why the Church would like to publish a 
new edition of the book.

Not only was Charlie Haywood a character of his age but 
he was a man of great Christian faith and his story is worth 
reading.  

So, if you have any information which you think might be 
useful for a new edition of the book please contact:

 David Rowley on 01782 722014;
 email: dj-rowley@techdocservices.co.uk.

‘Owd Charlie’
Methodist Preacher
From Halmer End

Can you help?
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the time has come for me to say Goodbye!  And there are 
so many thank you’s to you all for making my seven years - 
years to remember.

my neighbours and friends, my Church family colleagues 
and friends from the methodist Churches of Audley, 
Halmer End, bradwell, Wood Lane, Wolstanton, Silverdale, 
Newcastle, St. peters, St. Lukes, Cross Heath, Higherland, 
baldwins Gate, madeley and my friends from St. James’ 
and St. Johns’ and the Orthodox Churches; my various 
committees that I have had the privilege of being part of, 
my friends in the local shops and those connected to your 
local Schools - ravensmead and Sir thomas boughey, the 
Community police, the Funeral Directors, theatre staff, 
Audley male Voice, Unity Choir, brass bands, rotary, probus, 
LAp, Community magazine, the Scouts, the brownies, all the 
wonderful baptisms, Weddings and Funerals I have had the 
privilege of being part of.

A Big Thank You to you All.
God bless You for your kindness and support.  I will hold 

you in my heart as I move in August to live in Farnworth, 
Widnes.

Farewell
I couldn’t put a value or a price on all these years

my time among you all has brought me joy and tears
A mixture of emotions, a diary full of dates

Community and Church councils - the interesting debates!
the involvement with Sir thomas boughey and the  

smiles at ravensmead
I’ve witnessed the sowing of fine educational seeds

Your village life is precious and you care for one and all
the shopkeepers’ conversations when you choose  

to stop and call
the laughter from the theatre, the sound of the brass band
the dulcet tones of the Unity choirs - Audley male Voice -  

Oh how grand
the Scouts, the youth clubs, the toddlers,  

the Communions at home
Cameo, probus, rotary, WI, mothers Union, Darby & Joan

You’ve kept me very busy through the seasons and the years
It’s been a privilege to be there with you and sometimes 

share your tears
my Churches - bradwell, Audley and folk at Halmer End
Have been constant companions from 2005 beginning  

to this end
We’ve had such fun in seeking Good News from deep within

Our prayers and our hymn singing, not forgetting  
chip ‘n’ hymn!

these seven years are not an itch; it’s just my time to go
I’ll take you with me in my heart and when I feel I’m low
I’ll recall the lovely friends I’ve made and the memories  

that I treasure
my God is the God of Love and it’s this Love that I measure

So continue to love each other to care for old and youth
to cherish past experiences and prepare to seek the truth

For our time on earth is precious, life and friendship we adore
remember God’s love is unconditional -

And he has promised more.
the world is my parish and I go to pastures new

I will tend my flock and serve the Lord
but I’ll never forget YOU

 
Love and many blessings to you all

Rev’d Jenny MacGregor 2012

www.country-canines.co.uk
07709 336436/ 07944 219785

Country Canines
 Dog Walking & Pet Sitting Services

 Dog walking from £5.50 per half hour, £8.50 per hour
 Equestrian services offered
 Cats, rabbits and other small domestic pets catered for
 Puppy, elderly dog visits and letting out service
 Pet-to-vet, groomer or kennels taxi service
 Fully insured for all liabilities whilst animals are in our care

Hairs and graces
A small friendly 
hairdressing salon  
situated in ravens Lane 
bignall End, directly 
behind bignall End 
barbers, is now under  
new management.

Sarah murphy has a 
wealth of experience of 
20 years in hairdressing 
in the local area.  She 
specialises in all aspects 
of ladies hairdressing.  
From traditional classic  
to the current styles.   
She welcomes all her 
clients old and new.

goodbye Jenny
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HEATHER NIEWDACH

bSc (Hons). mChS.

Home Visiting Chiropody/Podiatry Practice
(Alsager and surrounding area)

Tel: 01270 883573
Mob: 07852 204335

Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

AUDLEY ELECTRICS
All Internal & External Domestic Electrical Work Undertaken

this includes Showers/Electric Ovens/ Consumer Units 
Additional Lighting & Sockets

telephone extensions & broadband

Call:Geoff matthias your local Electrician For details estimates
Tel: 01782 721429

Mobile: 07876036052

mini/midi Skips

builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

tel. 01782 561854

GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD

DRIVE DIG OFF

NE

W FOR 2012

Royal Event.
Audley WI can be seen on the left planting a tree on Church 
bank, next to the miners memorial, to help celebrate the 
Queen Elizabeth Golden Jubilee.

the people attending the tree planting on Friday 22nd 
June 2012  are from right to left:

Jocelyn morney, Val pass, Jean Stevenson, bert proctor 
Chairman of the parish Council, Anne marsden, Glenis 
Simpson (WI president), mavis Fryer, Dorothy Whittaker, Joan 
Forster, Valda Washington, Nancy Swindells and overseeing 
the whole operation, young master Archie O’Hara.

Jean Stevenson is also responsible for many of the flowers 
which have been planted there.

Audley Methodist Church.
Audley methodist Church Invites you to their Sunday Services 

at 10.30am & 6pm.
All ages Welcome

Sunday 2nd Sept we will be celebrating our Church 
Anniversary 10.30am & 6pm.

Sunday 30th Sept is our Harvest Service at 10.30am & 6pm.

Sunday 18th Nov at 6pm is our bereavement memorial 
Service when you are invited to come and light a candle in 

memory of a loved one.

Every tuesday Coffee morning and tuesday evenings 
(fortnightly) Cameo which includes many interesting talks.

Forthcoming Events:
Saturday 22nd Sept Community birthday party 10.30am 
-12.30pm.
Saturday 13th October Coffee & Song with Audley Ladies 
Choir 10.30am - 12.30pm.
Saturday 17th November Victorian Christmas market 
10.30am-1.30pm.
Saturday 24th November Audley male Voice Choir Concert.

Audley Library would like to say a HUGE tHANKYOU to 
Sue Wood of Hall Street, for her voluntary attention to the 
overgrowing borders around the Library, she has been tidying, 
weeding and planting some lovely flowers (Weather permitting).
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In the march edition of Audley 
Community News, you may have read 
about Audley Local Action partnership.

Audley LAp is supported by 
representatives from Newcastle 
borough Council, Audley parish Council, 
local community groups and agencies 
working in Audley, and local residents.

Newcastle borough Council offers 
administrative assistance and gives us 
a small budget for the benefit of the 
community. 

Our members are keen to emphasise 
that our activities cover the whole 
parish of Audley, that is, Alsagers bank, 
Audley, bignall End, miles Green, Scot 
Hay and Wood Lane.

the number of people attending our 
meetings has recently increased.

We are particularly pleased that Sir 
thomas boughey students, by attending 
our meetings, will help us to identify and 
highlight some of the needs of young 
people.  

Students are already designing a logo 
which should help to give Audley LAp a 
stronger identity.

Audley LAP has supported a 
variety of activities including a football 
tournament, several fishing competitions 
for young people, organised by our local 
community police officers, a Winter 
roadshow at the pensioners’ Hall and 
a Community litter pick along the old 
railway line.

We received a considerable grant 
from the charity realise to renovate the 
miners’ memorial and we celebrated 
the event with a service at St. James’ 
Church.

We have also persuaded the Council 

to improve the surface of the car park 
between the Co-op and tesco (though 
the endless rain has meant that there is 
still a puddle at the far end). Our current 
focus is on older people and we have 
launched ‘Warm and Safe  
in Audley’ with beat the Cold.

Audley LAp meets every two months 
and we welcome new members, 
particularly local residents and 
representatives from local community 
groups

If you want to know more, or have ideas 
you want to share, Jane Lancaster 
(Chair) or michaela Fyson (Vice-Chair) 
will be happy to have an informal chat 
or you are welcome to the next meeting 
on 25th September in the meeting 
room in Durber Close Audley.

Contact details:
Jane Lancaster 01782 720231
Michaela Fyson 01782 723775

Audley Lap 
(Locality Action 
partnership). 
Improving Our parish Together.

Warm and  
Safe in Audley.
Audley LAP wants to make sure 
that every older person in the parish 
feels both warm and safe.  We have 
secured funding from Staffordshire 
reablement fund and are working 
with local charity, Beat the Cold 
to provide FREE information and 
practical help on:
•	reducing fuel costs and fuel debts  

(many people do not know that  
they could be eligible for discounted 
tariffs)

•	Energy efficiency
•	Insulation grants
•	Emergency heating if your  

boiler fails
•	Fitting safety devices  

(door and window
•	locks, door chains or spy holes).

the project is open to all older 
residents, particularly those over 
70 or who have a disability or are 
housebound.

Beat the Cold can offer preliminary 
telephone advice and make home visits 

to provide more detailed and personal 
support.  their expert advisers can save 
you money and help you to feel safer 
at home and can refer you to additional 
help from other agencies.
Already they have made 19 home visits 
and saved people a total of £1,140 a 
year on their fuel bills; 3 people have 
had safety locks fitted and one person 
has been referred for a benefit check.

the service is completely confidential 
and beat the Cold does not share
names or addresses with Audley LAp.
Don’t wait until the winter arrives and 
you are faced with huge bills.

•	Are you an older person?
•	Do you know a relative, friend or 

neighbour who might benefit?

ACT NOW
Contact beat the Cold on:
0800 389 2258
Visit beat the Cold’s website on:
www.beatcold.org.uk
pick up a leaflet at the Library  
or pharmacy 
Or speak to Jane Lancaster on:
01782 720231 - Or: michaela Fyson 
on: 01782 723775

Halmer End 
Methodist 
Church News.
Following the move of rev’d Jenny 
macgregor to a new post in Widnes 
in August, the rev’d John proudman 
will be the new methodist minister for 
Halmer End methodist Church from the 
beginning of September 2012.

Forthcoming Events:
Concert on 8th September at 7.00pm, 
tickets & information available from 
either Ann on 721086 or David 722014
Harvest Festival held on the 9th 
September 3.00pm with rev’d John 
proudman.

Chip ‘n’ Hymn on 
Wednesday 19th 
September at 6.15pm.

Church Anniversary Service on 14th 
October at 3.00pm to help celebrate 
145 years since the Chapel was built.
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For a Free quote please contact:   
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing

Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son 
Seasonal baskets, bedding plants, 

container plants, perennials & shrubs.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett, 
Newcastle Staffs.  01782 624399

Free range eggs  FOR SALE

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES

Audley Theatre
North Staffs Drama  
Association Gala Awards
the North Staffs Drama Association held their annual  
Gala Awards on the 9th June 2012.

the theatre was placed third in the Gordon Alcock 
memorial trophy category for their production of “barefoot in 
the park” and had an Adjudicator’s Special Award, the John 
Fox memorial trophy for the set design and construction for 
the “Cat’s Cradle” production.

The other nonimations were:
best producer   bryan Williams
best Stage presentation barefoot in the park
best performance (male) martyn Kerr
best performance (Female) Anna Jones
best Supporting performance Kate Quick.

the newsletter wishes to congratulate the theatre once  
again on their successful season

WANTED Junior Football players
Audley Football Club are on the lookout for players to join 
their Junior Football sections.  Ages groups from 11s, 12s 
and 13s are needed for this years league games.

they are also looking to set up teams for age groups  
under 9s & 10s.  Anyone requiring further information  
please contact Kelvin Chell on:

07742688047 or email thechells22@btinternet.com

Disclaimer:
the publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or 
guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with the  
views or opinions expressed by contributors.  responsibility cannot  
be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes.   
to advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565  
or e-mail audleycommunity news@ yahoo.co.uk

WOOD LANE CRICKET 
CLuB BEER FESTIvAL

Thurs 20th Sept 5.00pm-Midnight 
(Free Cheese & Quiz Night)

Fri 21st Sept 2.00pm-Midnight 
(Session Night)

Sat 22nd Sept 12noon-Midnight 
(Live Sport & Entertainment)
Sunday 23rd 12noon-11pm 
(Sunday Lunch & Live Sport)

You can be assured of a warm welcome.

BIgNALL END CRICKET 
CLuB BEER FESTIvAL

20th Year Nov 12th-18th
40 Casks of Ale & Ciders

Mon-Fri - 5pm-12 midnight
Sat-Sunday 12noon - 12 midnight

Cheese Night / Quiz Night
Sponsored by:- Simply Cask LTD
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

williAM riley & SoNS lTd.

SeedSMeN - iroNMoNgerS - hArdwAre - 
AgriCulTurAl & horTiCulTurAl MerChANTS

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

01782 720622

The Swan Inn
Chapel Street Bignall End

Linda & paul your hosts welcome you

Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area

Extended range of magazines. Confectionery; 
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery.

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Real Ales from £2.55
7 guEST BEER’S  
ALWAYS AVAILAbLE  

4 CIDERS At ALL tImES.

“Eat For A £1.00” 
EVErY WED 5pm tO 8pm

Free Juke Box Fridays

Meat Raffle Friday
Darts mONDAY EVENING

Dominoes  
tHUrSDAY EVENING

grifterz, SAtUrDAY 29tH 
SEptEmbEr, 8.30pm

Stoke Matches Live!

Quality local & home reared  
Beef, LamB,  

Pork & PouLtry.  
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

GLUTEN FREE OAT CAkEs & 
sAUsAGEs NOw AvAiLAbLE

BBQ
*  MEATS N

O
W

 AvAILABLE   *  MEATS 
N

O
W

 A
vA

IL
ABLE 



MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green will take care of it.  We can  

also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a  
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take  

care of your vehicle.

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333

BeST vAlue loCAlly.

dAily PAPerS - MAgAziNeS - SweeTS - 
ChoColATe - houSehold NeedS

21 rAveNS lANe, BigNAll eNd.   TelePhoNe 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a dvd for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
Need to send a fax or have  
something laminated? we are agents for 
DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

HORSLEYS

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507

fREE lOCal DElIVERY

DIY GOODS & fREE DIY aDVICE
pET fOOD 

fOOD RE-CYClE baGS NOW aVaIlablE

aUTUmN bEDDING plaNTS
bUlbS

lOGS,COal aND STICKS

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about 
everything you could possibly need all under 
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even 

horse feed - the list goes on and on.  Basically everything 
apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.  drop by 

and take a look for yourself.


