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Editors comments.
Audley Community News celebrates
its 30th issue of the magazine and to
celebrate we have included four extra
colour pages to this issue. Where has
the time gone? I can’t believe we have
published so many issues. Your parish
magazine has readers from all parts of
the world and it’s a link to former people
from the parish. It is a way of allowing
people to keep in contact, just to say
hello and rekindle friendships. It is always
pleasing to read our readers letters and
to receive an email of thanks for bringing
back all those lovely memories; as the
Editor I get a great deal of satisfaction
from this. Audley Community News is
run by unseen volunteers, who give their
time freely. We are now most grateful

for the expertise of our new recruit, Chris
Tunnicliffe, our graphic designer who
has brought a new look to the magazine
and has also designed our new Web
site. Recent events: “It’s Good To Live
in Audley Day,” was a credit to all
the hard work done by Ron Bourne and
all his helpers at the Audley & District
Community Centre. It just proved what
can be achieved with a little effort to
promote our parish. Myself and Sue
were the representatives of the Audley
Community News on the day and it was
lovely to see so many people who visited
the event. I would finally like to wish all
our readers a Very Merry Christmas
and a Very Happy New Year.
Kind regards E Moulton / Editor

Queen’s
Birthday
Honour
Goes to Chief
Executive.

Bryan Carnes, Miles Green resident,
can be seen with his MBE award
which he received in October 2010 at
Buckingham Palace during the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List, for services to
business.
For the past 27 years Bryan has been
Chief Executive of the North Staffordshire
Chamber of Commerce.
He has overseen the transformation
of the organisation with membership
increasing threefold during that time.
The Chamber has 1000 member
companies, employs 45 people and has
an annual turnover of £3 million plus.
Its principal activities include helping
new businesses to start, promoting
export and lobbying on behalf of North
Staffordshire’s business community.
As well as supporting local businesses,
Bryan has also served on the Board of
the British Chamber of Commerce and
regional bodies.
Additionally, Bryan has also been
involved in other local organisations –
he is a past President of Audley
Cricket Club, past Chairman of
Governors of Stoke-on-Trent Sixth
Form College and is currently a Trustee
of the New Vic Theatre, where he
chairs the Audit Committee.
Bryan was accompanied to
Buckingham Palace by his parents,
Charles and Doris, by his wife Jean
and by his eldest daughter Eleanor.
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Audley Library.

On Wednesday 22nd September 2010
Audley Library had one of the big trees
removed from its car park which had
stood there for many years. The car
park has also been resurfaced.

These small things
do matter so much.

We often hear so many negative things
about people, but when kindness is seen
we need to speak out. As a member of
the Audley Mothers Union who provide a
coffee morning each Friday morning, at
St James Church Hall, where the helpers
all wear Mothers Union Badges with
pride. To my despair after walking home
after a recent coffee morning I realised
that I had lost my badge. This was very
special to me as it had belonged to a
very dear member who had passed away.
You can imagine just how upset I was.
Thinking the worst, knowing how small
this item was I thought that was the last
I had seen of it. Maybe this seems a
trivial event to some, but unknown to me
someone had in fact found my badge on
the pavement in Wereton Road and he
had remembered that Jill Washington
was a member of the MU and tracked
her down to try to return it to its owner.
So two weeks after I had lost it we were
reunited once again. This could only
happen in a village like Audley.
Thank you. Valda.
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Dear Editor.

I recently stumbled upon a picture
from one of your publications during
a Google search for something else
and then accidentally lost it. It was a
local knowledge quiz question. What
was it and where was it and the clue
was a religious connection? I suddenly
realized it was the house that I had lived
in for twelve years from 1991. Could
you please dig out the photo and I’ll fill
in some of the details? I am talking
about Chapel Barn, on Shraley Brook
Road in Halmer End seen in the original
photograph right. When I bought it, half
of it had been converted into a house
in 1991. It was advertised by Louis
Taylor Estate Agents as a “Chapel/ Barn
Conversion”. We rebuilt and finished the
property and my family never came up
with a better name so it just became…...
Chapel Barn. The history of the property
is mostly second hand as told to me
by the locals, so apologies for any
inaccuracies. This picture shows the
original house which became a religious
meeting house and was constructed
around 1816. To the left is Chapel Farm
farmhouse and across the back are the
farm outbuildings (all still there). Although
the picture shows a brick frontage and
porch to the building, the side and rear
walls were stone and were three feet
thick, built dry, no mortar, simply stuffed
with straw and earth as the structure
went up. I know, I had to put door and
windows in it. There are pieces of stone
in those walls the size of a table. The
chapel was first known as the Halmerend
Independent Chapel, then later became
Halmerend Congregational Church. By
1900 it had become Congregational
1900 as it was extended forward with
an imposing brick extension, doubling
its size and forming the current majestic
frontage to the road. I have an old aerial
photograph which also shows a vestry/
extension to the right of the building
with the main roof extending over it and
a toilet block and boiler house were
added to the rear. Interestingly when
this extension was carried out, rather
than disturb a family plot, the right hand
corner of the main building was built
over it to half sit on their burial slab, as
it still does today. I can’t imagine what
current Building Regulations would make

of that, but it hasn’t moved very much
since 1900!!! So what is it doing here so
far away from the village? Well it wasn’t
then. Old photographs and maps show
a row of terraced houses and allotments
just opposite up towards Halmer End and
I am told that stone cottages existed on
the Chapel side of the road too. Over
the years the houses were demolished
or fell over but the Chapel survived. I
restored the inscriptions to the stonework
as best as was possible which not only
proudly proclaimed “Congregational
1900” but also lists of the names of
various teachers. Apparently the front
half of the building could be curtained off
with a heavy curtain and the back half
was used as a school although I do not
know whether this was for religious or
conventional education or for marriages,
christenings, funerals, Sunday School
and daily services. It seemed pretty well
used. The general impression I got though
is that “Bottom Chapel” as it was known
was a bit ‘posh’. Perhaps it was built with
private money or the Congregationalists,
the Wesleyans and the Methodists didn’t
get on. I don’t know but it may explain
why none of the 155 Minnie Pit disaster
victims are buried there despite the fact
that the pit was only 100yds away. All the
laying out and identification was done up
at the Primitive Methodist Chapel halfway
up the hill towards Alsagers Bank. Time

moved on. By 1965 the congregation and
support had dwindled away and sporadic
maintenance was left to volunteers until
finally (I have a copy of a transfer from
the Church Commission) the building
was sold off to Chapel Farm next
door for £250!!. The vestry extension
was demolished and the building was
subsequently used as a barn and a coal
and haulage business for 25yrs before
an attempt to turn it into a house. This
is where my bit of its history started.
When I first took over the chapel word
spread like wild fire and I was viewed
with a great deal of suspicion. Amongst
the rumours which subsequently floated
round the village were that I was going
to turn it into a night club or the most
bizarre, on which I was quizzed about in
Riley’s Ironmongers one day, was that I
was going to use the building to breed
exotic large chickens, which grew up to 4
feet tall!!! Local people would walk past
on the pretext of being out for a stroll just
to see what was going on and it was quite
common to meet people walking round
inside the building itself to see what I was
doing. (please go to page 5)

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

If working outside it often became
very difficult to get anything done at
all, in between conversations about the
1927 Nativity Play or so and so’s funeral,
wedding, christening or baptism. I met
people who got married there or whose
relatives were buried there. I might have
brought the place but it was still their
Chapel as far the local elderly people
were concerned. Newcastle Borough
Council and Audley Parish Council
were also very interested. The Chapel
is not a listed building but is classified
by Newcastle BC as a building of Local
Historic Interest, so is quite tightly
controlled when it comes to alterations
or additions. The burial ground in
front and to the left of the building was
deconsecrated in 1965 but a transferable
Covenant ensures that, whoever owns
it, it can never be excavated although all

Keep it clean.
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monuments and headstones could be
removed. This was actually the situation
when I arrived. Most of the headstones
had previously been broken up, discarded
or bulldozed up into a corner and several
tons of soil had been spread over the
ground to raise its level. I subsequently
restored this back to its original level and
with local guidance reset what memorials
could be saved in the positions people
remembered them. My intention had
always been to preserve the place exactly
as it had been. I think I was eventually
accepted as being safe to be left in
charge of the place as the new caretaker.
I can understand and accept people’s
sensibilities and every year was happy to
allow Donald Walker’s adopted daughter
access to her father’s grave to lay a floral
tribute. We also entertained an Australian
couple who, tracing their family tree, had

come over to the UK to find his father who
was buried there. Fortunately his was
one of the surviving headstones we had
rescued and it was quite emotional for
them. I spent 12 years there. We brought
up our three children and have nothing
but happy memories. Funnily enough in
a nice way I never really felt I owned it
though. It was just letting me look after
it for a while. It has looked out over the
fields for 110 yrs and will still be there
together with Joe Fryer, Donny Walker
and all the rest of the inhabitants of the
burial ground at the front, looking out
long after I’ve gone. On a poignant note,
they levelled out the Minnie Pit before I
moved away. The original brickwork and
shaft capping used to stand 15ft above
the surface and was buried by an earth
mound. Prior to installing a new concrete
capping it was all levelled and it left the
shaft exposed but fenced off for about 2
days. Quite a moving experience to walk
over and look down it even though it was
pretty much full of water. What a sad
place. I still retain a great affection for the
Chapel and the surrounding area and my
mother (92 and still going strong) lives in
Audley so I am still a regular visitor. I now
live in Stoke and could easily drive to see
my mother via the D road. I much prefer
to travel via Newcastle, Alsagers Bank,
Halmer End and then on through Shraley
Brook Road and Nantwich Road into
Audley, so I can check that the Chapel is
looked after properly!! Jim McDonald
If you wish to know more about
Church Barns early history, why not
purchase the new issue of the Audley
& District History Society latest
publication the Historian, where
you can find more details.
It’s now available!!!!

Dear Editor It appears some dog walking residents of the parish are trying to make Castle Hill even higher, with the dog
faeces which they leave.
I decided a few weeks ago to take my two young boys up on to the flat area just around the Old Castle Motte and maybe just
kick a ball around. Unfortunately this was not possible due to the large amounts of dog waste which had been left lying around
the grassed area. It was disgusting to see that people could do this. For the sake of the health of our children and our local
environment, would all dog walkers please dispose of their dogs waste into the bins which have been provided.
The Millennium Green Trust spends many hours of their spare time and effort trying to provided our village with an area of
beauty for all the people of the parish to walk through and many volunteers are working hard to help promote our village, this
kind of crazy behaviour is certainly not welcome in our village. Very annoyed parent.
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Dear Editor.

other brother Hector was also a choir
member and deputy organist to the
regular organist and Choirmaster Harry
Williams. I think the original photograph
hangs in the church registry and it was
taken by the local photographer Thomas
Warham whose studios were on the
corner of Hall Street and Church Street. I
myself was a member of the choir along
with my four elder brothers, but I’m not on
this photograph as I was too young at the
time and joined later at the age of eight.
Fortunately I have most of the names and
would love to see it in your magazine.
Back Row Arthur Wareham, Elijah
Mayer, Frank Wareham, Sid Latham,
Harvey Winchester, Stan Riley, Dennis
Steel, Spencer Downing
3rd Row Spencer Mason, Ida
Hogarth, Dolly Cornes, Edith Spode,

William Millington, Percy Cornes, Charlie
Wareham, Evelyn Hughes, Dorothy
Hollinshead, Ethel ?, William Millington
2nd Row Joe Riley, Freda Smith, Alice
McKnight, Vicar Sykes, Ida Allen, Miss
Keeling, Harry Williams the Organist,
Percy Kelsall)
Front Row Hector Millington, Harold
Wareham, Bill Brown, Jim Downing,
Fred Millington, Fred Broomfield, Sidney
Cornes. I’m sure Fred would love to see
it too as it will bring back so many lovely
memories of our times in the choir and
Audley in particular. Many thanks once
again for the wonderful work you do in
publishing such an excellent magazine
for the Audley Community. Kind regards
Jack Warham Bournemouth.

Dear Editor.

as a 13+ pupil. I have the highest
praise for the local secondary modern
school. Teaching, especially in English,
was excellent. We were also taught well
in other subjects, music, geography
and history being amongst them. By
the time I got to Grammar School I had
had a thorough grounding. The school
had a happy atmosphere, thanks to the
Headmaster Mr Croft.

For the last 45 years I have lived,
taught and brought up my family near
Dusseldorf in Germany. Your article took
me back to those two years in the 1950s.
I would like to congratulate the Sir
Thomas Boughey High School on its
excellent performance and wish the
school all the best for the future.
Yours sincerely Pauline Wecks
(nee Harrison) Germany.

The picture attached is of the St
James Church Choir and was taken about
1927/8. The picture was sent to me
by a former resident of Audley, namely
Fred Millington, who came from a well
know and well respected family from the
Audley Parish. The Millingtons were the
local family butchers who had their shop
next door to the old Audley Infants school,
which is now St James Church Hall in
Church Street Audley.
Fred now lives in Heavitree in Exeter
with his daughter, and he contacted me
after seeing an article I had written in
an early edition of your magazine with
regards to Audley Church. Fred is the
only surviving member of three brothers
who were all members of the choir, Bill
the eldest was also a Bell-ringer and his

I have just been reading your
fascinating article on the Sir Thomas
Boughey High School in your September
edition. I was a pupil there for two years
in the early 1950s when the school was
the Halmer End Secondary Modern. In
those years there were few places at
the Grammar School, but I was fortunate
enough to gain a place at Clayton Hall

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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My memories of the Battle of Britain.
This year marks the seventieth
anniversary of the Battle of Britain and
there have been numerous programmes
on TV and radio and newspaper articles
to commemorate the occasion. I was
four years old when the Second World
War began, so I don’t remember it in
great detail. However, thinking back
I do recall quite a bit. I then lived in
Hope Street, Bignall End with my two
grandparents, my mother and father.
While I was at infant school we took in
two evacuees from Manchester– Eddie
and Frank. I do not remember their
surnames but they would be about nine
and ten years of age. Being an only
child I really enjoyed their company, I just
liked having someone to play with and
take me to school. It didn’t occur to me
that our house must have been rather
overcrowded. How did we all get washed
and ready for school and work with one
cold water tap in the kitchen and one
outside lavatory? The boys were issued
with camp beds and heavy grey blankets.
Because we did not have enough chairs
for all of us to sit around the table for
meals my grandfather made a wooden
form for the children to sit on.

A lot of the time we played outside,
sometimes straying onto Mr. Kelsall’s
farmland, which was at the bottom of the
street. Being town boys Eddie and Frank
had little idea of animals and one awful
day Frank ran behind the dog kennel and
was bitten in the back of the leg. My
grandmother took us three children up
to the chemist shop in Audley where Mr.
McEllin treated the wound while we all
looked on with great interest. Frank was
very brave and we were delighted when
Mr. McEllin gave us all a stick of barley
sugar, which was a real treat with sweets
being rationed and very scarce.
When I was about ten years of age
some relatives from Liverpool were
bombed out and they came to stay
with us. Our house must have been
even more overcrowded as this family
consisted of Mr and Mrs Pipe, with

Mr Pipe senior and two girls, Marjorie
and Edna. At this time I was in Miss
Warburton’s class at Ravens Lane school
and more desks had to be brought in
to accommodate the extra children. My
husband and I have a small motor home
and whilst on holiday on Anglesey the
caravan site warden saw that we came
from Audley and was delighted to tell us
that she came to Audley as an evacuee at
the age of four years old.
I have not heard anyone else mention
evacuees in Audley and know little of
the situation except as it affected me.
I wonder if any of your readers or the
history society has any more information?
Brenda Bromley King Street, Audley.

No 38 Successful Event.
During August & September No. 38
worked in partnership with B Arts on
their 3 minute Newcastle project. This
was an intergenerational project which
encouraged both the younger & older
people of Audley working together to
produce a short film about their local
community. This involved mapping the
local area, negotiation, discussion, team
working & listening to and understanding
the points of view of all participants.
B Arts & No. 38 Community Outreach
organised four sessions based at 36-38
Church Street, Audley. Two afternoon
sessions took place on the 16th & 17th
August and two evening sessions took
place on the 8th & 9th September.
Coincidently a ‘Good to Live in Audley’
promotional day had been arranged for
Saturday 4th September which gave
us the perfect opportunity to interview

individuals from various groups and
organisations on their promotional stalls.
A filming weekend took place on the 11th
& 12th September which consisted of
a tour of Audley with the young people
using filming equipment, interview
techniques and communication skills to
approach senior members of the local
community. The 3 minute film produced
will be shown at a high profile premiere
in the centre of Newcastle together with
films produced by Chesterton, Silverdale
& Newchapel/Kidsgrove. A limited
number of dvd’s will be available from B
Arts for participants, local agencies and
key decision makers and B Arts will be
producing a website linked to the project
where the films can be viewed. This site
will be linked to the borough council’s
own web portal and distributed by
B Arts via other appropriate channels.

An added advantage of this project was
that young people engaged with and built
up a positive working relationship with
senior members of the community, shared
life experiences and appreciated the living
history older people could provide, thus
bridging the gap between the youth of
Audley and adults. On viewing the dvd
which they themselves have produced
the young people will also have the
opportunity to focus on positive outcomes,
giving them a sense of achievement in
making a positive contribution.
For further information and/or
photographs please contact Philippa
Richardson or Susan Clarke at B Arts
(Beaver Arts Limited), 19 Barracks
Square, Barracks Road, Newcastle,
ST5 1LG. Tel: 01782 717326
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The Listed Buildings of Audley Parish
A listed building is a building or structure of special architectural or historic interest included in a list compiled by the Secretary
of State for the Environment. Listed buildings come in all shapes and sizes, as the 12 entries for Audley Parish show. These range
from the parish church of St James to a small mile post which few people will even be aware of.

Wedgwood Monument, Bignall Hill.
Listed 1952 as Grade II. The obelisk
was erected in 1839 in memory of
John Wedgwood of Bignall End. He had
desired to be buried beneath it but this
was not allowed and he was buried in
Audley Churchyard instead. In 1976 a
gale blew most of the monument down.
The rebuilt stump is only one quarter of
the original monument height.

Townhouse Farmhouse, Alsager
Road, Audley. Listed 1988 as Grade
II. Originally a timber framed building
but rebuilt in 18th and 19th centuries in
red brick, with re-use of original timbers
internally. 2 storeys with attic. Listing
includes early 19th century labourer’s
cottage and brick wall joining the
buildings. The cottage is single storey
with attic.

Eardley End Farmhouse, Alsager Road,
Audley. Listed 1988 as Grade II. 18th
century red brick farmhouse. Porch
added in 20th century.

Domv i l l e s F a r m h o u s e ,
Barthomley Road, Audley. Listed 1988
as Grade II. Early 18th century brick
built farmhouse standing near to the
Staffordshire/ Cheshire border and the
village of Barthomley.

St James’ Church, Audley. Listed
1966 as Grade II*. 14th century church
restored and partially rebuilt 18461856. Built of dressed sandstone in the
Decorated Style. It contains monuments,
stained glass windows, tombs, effigies,
and brasses including one to Sir Thomas
Audley who died in 1385.

William White Buildings, nos. 4-6
Church Street, Audley. Listed 1975 as
Grade II. Originally comprising of a row
of shops, with accommodation above,
and a house at the lower end of the row.
Built 1855 to the design of the architect
William White and illustrated in The
Builder magazine 11 August 1855. There
was originally a covered walkway at the
front of the row of shops.

Note: Heighley Castle is another
Scheduled Ancient Monument, but
now included in Madeley Parish
instead of Audley.

Note: The Motte and Bailey on Castle
Hill, Audley is a Scheduled Ancient
Monument.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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St James’ Church Hall, Church Street,
Audley. Listed 1975 as Grade II. Built
in 1855 of red brick in Gothic Style
as Audley Boys’ National School with
adjoining school house. It became Audley
Infants’ School in 1901 and closed in
1938. Converted to a church hall and
caretaker’s house in 1940. A new hall
was built at the rear in 1978.

Miles Green Farmhouse, Bignall End.
Listed 1988 as Grade II. A 17th century
timber framed farmhouse with brick
infill, which is seen above in 1985 before
extensive rebuilding and replacement of
tiled roof with thatch in 1992.

Audley Mill, Mill End. Listed 1988
as Grade II. Early 19th century red
brick two storey mill with overshot water
wheel. The mill pool is fed by the Brierly
Brook. An earlier mill is shown on a map
of 1775, whilst other documents dating
back as far as 1272 record Audley Mill.
The mill closed in 1966.

Boughey’s Mill, Nantwich Road,
Audley. Listed 1988 as Grade II. This
was the Shraley Mill of Richard Boughey
mentioned in a record of 1714, but
rebuilt around 1800 in 3 storeys of red
and blue brick. Contains an overshot
water wheel situated on the Dean which
was dammed to form a mill pool at the
rear of the buildings. Closed in 1978.

Mile Post, New Road, Bignall End.
Listed 1988 as Grade II. Cast iron early
19th century mile post, situated opposite
Audley & District Workingmen’s Club.
Inscribed “Township of Audley: Chesterton
2 miles, Audley ½ mile, Basford 5¾
miles, Nantwich 10¼ miles”.

Hullock’s Pool Farmhouse, Bignall
End. Listed 1991 as Grade II. A timber
framed farmhouse with plastered brick
in-fill, mid 16th century, enlarged c1700.
Contains a fireplace lintel dated 1513,
commemorating Robert Boughey. Clive
Millington

Audley & District Family History Society
The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members.
All welcome. Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month
Talks 7.30-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November
Research 7-9pm on the first Friday in February, April, June, August, October and December
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist
Visit the website for ‘The Changing Face’ series of photo articles on Alsagers Bank, Audley,
Bignall End, Halmer End, Miles Green and Wood Lane. Click on ‘Old Audley’ link on home page
Now Available!! The latest issue of the Audley Historian price £5 for non members.
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Aydlee Dae (It’s Good to
Live in Audley Day) 4th
September 2010 Wot can
wae sae,wow, wae hordered
gud wether an wae gorit.
Wot a smashing dee.
We thought that on the day
we would be oversubscribed
by the 45 groups that said
they would attend. However
25 groups/ associations
did turn up to make it a
memorable day. Perhaps the
first of many. To set the scene
for those that couldn’t make
it, between 70 to 80 groups/
associations that do voluntary
work and have hobbies in
the parish of Audley were
invited by the management
team at the Audley and
District Community Centre
(ADCC) to showcase their
particular hobby/craft with
a view to publicizing what
they do, where they do it and
when, and to encourage new
members. These range from
the ones that we know from
the theatre, male voice choir
and the brass band to the
campanologists (bell ringers),
dancing groups, martial arts,
scouts, upholstery classes and
many more diverse groups in
between. There is a lot to do
in your free time if you want
something locally that you
enjoy.
Some groups couldn’t
make it because of the
lateness of the invitation, (our
fault), holidays and in the case
of certain groups, gathering
enough members together to
showcase their hobby.
However, on the day we
started at 10.00am. The
various groups were under
those pretty little garden
gazebos with their leaflets
and members giving advice

and information. In the centre
arena we had demonstrations
of martial arts, consisting of
the Ju-jitsu WWCF group who
train at the ADCC and the
Cobra kick boxing. The Vibe
dance class did two displays
for the young ones and later
the PAMS (Parish of Audley
Medieval Society) entertained
us all with some younger
members of the audience
taking part in medieval horse
jousting.
There was a bouncy
castle type obstacle course
for the kids and a children’s
entertainer who did various
things including a puppet
show in the newly acquired
8m x 4m marquee and then
continued to entertain on the
events field. Mr. Happitty and
Mrs. Giggles both enjoyed
the day and asked that they
be remembered if we have
another “Audley Day”. Thank
you to them.
All the entertainment
was sponsored by the
management team at the
Audley Community Centre.
The marquee and fliers/
programmes were paid for
with contributions/grants from
the Staffs CC and Audley
Parish Council. This marquee
is available for use by any
group in the parish of Audley.
Please contact the team at the
ADCC.
In the marquee a section
of the Audley Brass Band
pictured on the left above and
the Audley Ladies Choir seen
below entertained us.

The seating area was
full with people standing
around the edges to listen to
the excellent entertainment
provided by these local
groups.
The Fire Service/ Police
Force/ Ambulance Service/
First Responders and Aspire
Housing were on the rear
car park and they were well
attended, giving excellent

advice on their respective
expertise.
Food and refreshments
were available from the burger
van, hot potato seller, Bryans
ice cream and drinks from the
community centre. The tables
and chairs set inside the
centre and those outside were
full with people sitting having
a cuppa, burger and tatty for
most of the day.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

The Millennium Green
Trust kindly allowed us the
use of the area and the Parish
Council the use of the “wakes
field” off Alsager road for
the parking of the exhibitors
vehicles leaving the ADCC car
park available for disabled
parking and members of the
public.
However it was obvious
next year we may have to
ask for the “wakes field” as
a public overspill car park.
Watch this space.
Hiccups/Stuff Obviously
things went wrong!
1. Dot, one of our small
team of organisers, fell early in
the day and spent 3hrs at the
accident unit awaiting stitches.
Very fed up after weeks of
hard work helping to put this
together.
2. Both generators we
used failed when most
needed. Thanks to Audley
Male Voice Choir for the loan
of the DVD player for the
dancing group and thanks
also to Vicky from the burger
van who had a spare 13amp
socket for our use for Mr.
Happity and the Ladies
choir piano.

Features

In the early afternoon we
were treated to a fabulous
display of obedience and trust
with Roy Procter and his gun
dogs, (yet another group within
the village). We mustn’t forget
John Robinson, the Biddulph
town cryer, in all his regalia for
his excellent duties as master
of ceremonies in the centre
arena area. He also went on
to announce the kids raffle
and picture display, judged
by our local celebratory Mr E
Moulton in the ADCC which
was very well attended and
good entertainment in itself.
All in all a very tiring day that
went as well as expected. Due
to unforeseen circumstances
not all the 5000 fliers we had
printed were distributed to
all the homes in the parish
of Audley. At the last minute
the girls who attend the
community centre coffee
mornings on a Wednesday
rallied around and saved the
day.
So, if you didn’t receive
an information flier this year
we will try and do better next
year—we promise. We will
need help near to the day in
September 2011 with lots
of little jobs to do, so if you
have got a bit of spare time
to share, ring me, Ron, on
07946734008 and I will put
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you on the list. If then near
July/August 2011 you are still
available then perhaps you
could distribute the fliers in
your street, or make a poster
or serve tea/coffee etc. Loads
of jobs. My/our thanks to
the exhibitors and the many
hundreds of people from the
parish of Audley and beyond
that attended this excellent
event. The picture above
shows local dances group Vibe
Dance entertaining the locals.
Watch this space for news of
next year’s event.
Ron Bourne.

St James Church News.
By the time you read this,
we should have had our new
gas boilers fitted in the church
and our old oil fired boiler
removed together with its oil
storage tank.
This is the first phase
of our heat requirements
and it protects our heating
source as the old oil fired
boiler was being condemned.
Although there will be a small
improvement in the heating
capability, the full benefit will

not be noticed until we have
the heat distribution upgraded
for which we are now raising
funds. It is planned that this
should be complete some time
next year.
I hope you have seen that
the old notice board has been
replaced together with new
ones for the church hall.
The lime mortar securing
the lead flashing onto the side
rooves is failing even though
it has only been in place a few

years but we have plans to
carry out the repairs. At the
same time, all the high level
gutters will have the autumn
leaves removed. We had an
inspection of the pathways
around the church carried
out the other day by a council
official. He recorded many
of them as urgently requiring
remedial work. This of course
is up to the council and with
tight budgets, it is hoped that
work is done soon. Many

of you will recognise the
problems of walking around
the church yard and the
dangers involved. I can only
ask that you be careful but if
you notice significant dangers,
please let the local councillors
or ourselves know so that we
can increase the pressure to
get repairs completed.
Trevor Carman Church
Maintenance Officer
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Graham Frank Phoenix.

Sadly departed from his Family and
Friends on Wednesday the 25th August
2010, Graham Frank Phoenix, Aged 67
years. (Renowned Journalist). My father
Graham, “Well” where do I begin? He was
the most Kind, Loving and Generous man
I have had the pleasure of knowing. Not
only a Father, Mentor, Advisor, Financier
and Confidant. He always had time to
listen to others, a quality I have inherited.
Even sometimes sorting out other people’s
problems despite having a mountain of
his own, “of which he didn’t share. He
just got on with it. Graham loved his family
dearly and made sure they were all (in
his own words, fed and watered). He
devoted most of his time to the care of
his mother Millicent aged 94 and brother
Nigel 53. Wendie, his wife was also under
his wing and he loved and cared for her
deeply. Richard his eldest son was loved
by his father and he will sadly miss him.
That just leaves me, Christopher, well I
was born on his 21st birthday in 1963. I
have inherited many of my Dad’s attributes
(some good and some bad), but I have his
same philosophy in life and that is always
take people as you find them, don’t judge
on first appearances, get to know them
and treat them with the same respect as
they afford you. Graham believed this and
had numerous friends from all walks of life
as we saw at his funeral. Graham, son of
Frank Phoenix, Solicitor (Deceased), had
a glittering career as a journalist working

Marie Muncey (Steel).

Marie sadly passed away aged
55years on the 31st October 2010
after battling with illness for over a year,
which she fought bravely. Marie leaves
loving partner Peter, sons Peter, John,
Richard, Danny, Leon and Joanne. Marie
was a former carer at the Wilbraham
House Care Home and was well know
for her hard work and dedication to the
residents. She was the nana to Nicola,
Callum and Owen who will miss her so
much. The funeral was held at St James
Church Audley on the 9th November
2010, followed by cremation at the
Carmountside Crematorium. Marie you
will be so sadly missed by so many who
knew and loved you.

Bereavements

for many newspapers including daily
nationals and ITN articles. He worked in
the Central Office of Information, arranging
many Royal visits and public relations.
We have photographs of him with Royalty,
(which we are very proud of). Graham’s
career saw him start as a trainee reporter
at the Evening Sentinel where he met
Wendie, a copy typist in 1961 whom he
later married. He then moved to Derby in
1962 taking on the role of Public relations,
providing daily articles to ITN and National
papers at Raymond’s news agency. (one
case he worked on as a journalist was the
case of the Black Panther at Bath Pool
Park in Kidsgrove). After several years
at Raymond’s in Derby, where he trained
Terry Lloyd, ITN reporter in Iraq, (sadly
killed in 1988 by friendly fire). We as a
family moved back to Audley in 1973 and
my Father’s career blossomed taking on
all of these positions, Central Office of
Information Press Officer, Editor of the
Newcastle Advertiser, Promoter Group
of Newspaper Group, (Director), Health
Service Newspaper Group, (Director),
Congleton News, (Editor), Uttoxeter Post
and Times, (Editor) which was his last
position from which he retired in 2006.
Graham had many hobbies one of which
was collecting and painting model soldiers,
he had thousands of them and spent
years painting each one individually, (such
patience). He was devoted to animals and
enjoyed three German Shepherd dogs,
Wolf, Sam and Ben whom he was devoted
to and heartbroken himself when they

Wilfred
Maddock.

Wilfred aged
89 years, of
Nantwich Road
Audley sadly
passed away
on the 21st
August 2010 at
the City General
Hospital. Wilf,
as he was known to his friends, was the
brother of Dorothy and the late Frank and
was a very popular man and well known
resident of the Audley Parish where he
had lived his entire life. He spent most of

Audley Community News

passed away. He adored walking, reading,
writing, history, cricket and occasionally
the odd drink. (All in moderation of
course). Son, Brother, Husband, Dad,
Grandad and Best Friend, you are already
missed so badly we cannot really describe
the emotional turmoil that is running
through our hearts and minds. We love
you and know you didn’t suffer at all. We
all hope you’re finally resting now “Dad”
we love and miss you terribly but we will
be strong and take on the reins from
here, no more worries for you. Walk in
the woods with your best friends now and
enjoy the eternal glow it will always be
sunshine and warmth now Dad, no more
aches and pains. Just happiness knowing
that everyone back here is safe and
will always be cared for as you wished.
Dad, promises are made and kept and
duties carried out. We all love you and
we eventually will learn not to mourn but
remember all the good times we all shared
with you. Love Mum, Nigel, Wendie,
Richard and Christopher. XXX Dad I will
keep your seat warm at the Boughey
Arms occasionally as you requested.
Dad, I’ve lost my Best Mate and drinking
Pal. You’re Loving Son Chris XXX. A new
Memorial Bench is to be erected in the
Boughey Arms Smoking Hut, dedicated
by friends of Graham, please call in and
have a rest. The family would like to
take this opportunity to thank everyone
for their wishes and kindness during this
difficult period in our lives. Thank you, The
Phoenix family.

his days either pottering about in his old
black Mini car or in his beloved garden,
always eager to stop for a chat to passers
by often passing on his gardening tips.
Wilf will be sadly missed by his family and
many friends and the caring neighbours
who had kept their eye on him as his
illness continued to progress. So very
special thanks must go to them and to all
the people who made generous donations
at his funeral which culminated in £223
which has been donated to cancer
research. The funeral was held on the
6th of September 2010 at the
Bradwell Crematorium.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Beryl Lodey.

Sadly on the 11th of September
2010 Beryl passed away at her home in
Pembrokeshire. Beryl aged 79 years was
a former member of the parish born in
Tibb Street, Bignall End in 1931 and had
lived in Wales a number of years. Beryl
was a subscriber to our magazine and
her daughter Sandra wrote to say that her
mother had rekindled contact with many of
her former school friends from her Halmer
End School days and neighbours due to

the magazine. Reunions were often held
and many trips out had been arranged and
that Beryl was planning to visit the parish.
Beryl’s friends had told Sandra of the
lovely times that they had had and was so
pleased she had rekindled old friendships
and a chance to meet again. The funeral
was held on the 24th September 2010 in
Tenby followed by cremation at Parc Ewyn,
Narberth. To all the family and friends of
Beryl, please accept our condolences.

Michael Halligan.

Roy Preston.

Sadly on the 8th October 2010, Mick
aged 64 years passed away after a short
illness. Mick was the beloved husband of
the late Pauline, much loved dad to Paula,
a dear brother to Susan and a friend
to many. Mick formerly lived in Vernon
Avenue Audley and after the death of his
wife Pauline went to live in Newcastle
to be closer to his family. Mick, started
life at working at a bakery in Newcastle
then went on work at Enderly Mills for
many years. The funeral was held on
the 21st October 2010 at the Bradwell
Crematorium. Mick will be sadly missed
by his family and so many friends. Please
accept our condolences.

Roy Preston died on August 20th 2010
in Blackpool Aged 75. He lived with his
parents, brother and sister in Halmer
End. He attended Newcastle High School
and then went to Westminster College in
London. He did his National Service in
the R.A.F. and then started his teaching
career in Newcastle before moving to
Blackpool in 1970 to teach at a school
for children with various handicaps. He
finished his career as a Deputy Head.
He was a very active member in Rotary
and always looked forward to the Audley
Magazine. He leaves a wife Ann, his 2
sons, Simon and Stephen and their wives
Christina and Helen. Roy will be very much
missed by all his family and friends.

Paul William Jennings.

George (Roy) Poole.

Peacefully on the 4th September Paul
aged 49 years sadly passed away at his
home in Audley. Paul was the beloved
father of Karl and Craig, adored brother
of Sandra and Beverly, dearest son of the
late Harry and Millicent, loved brother-inlaw of Ken and Chris and a friend to all
who knew him. He will be truly missed by
many. The funeral was held on the 16th
September at the Bradwell Crematorium
followed by cremation. Please accept our
deepest condolences.

Jean Smith.

Jean Grace Smith aged 71 years of
Kellsal Way Wereton Audley sadly passed
away on the 12th October 2010. She
was born in Scot Hay, was one of seven
sisters and two brothers. Jean was the
beloved wife of the late Alan, adored
mum to Linda, Jayne and Andrew and the
loving nana to six and great nana of two.
The funeral was held on the 21st October
2010 at the Bradwell Crematorium. Jean
you will be so sadly missed.
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Peacefully on the 4th October 2010
Roy sadly passed away aged 82 years.
Roy was the dearly beloved husband of
the late Nellie, loved father to Margaret
and Stephen and adored granddad. Roy
had during his life worked at a number
of trades but ended up as a brick layer/
builder. His love of animals could be
seen when local children often brought
lame birds for him to help back to flight.
His second love was music and dancing.
Roy lived in the bungalows on Durber
Close and loved to attend the Centre. The
funeral was held on the 11th October at
the Audley Methodist Chapel followed by
internment. Donations collected at the
funeral of £213.42 have been donated
to the Methodist Chapel Roy will be sadly
missed by so many.

Josie Sybil
Jones nee
Bailey.

Josie sadly passed
away on 21st Aug
2010 at the Ty
Mair Care Home
in Llanelli, South
Wales. Josie was
born on the 17th Sept 1929 and was a
former resident of Wereton Road, Audley,
being the only daughter of Josie and
Isaac Bailey. She attended local schools
and on leaving school had several jobs
before taking up employment at a Bank
in London. It was in London that she met
her husband Jack who originated from
Llanelli. Not long after meeting Jack they
were married in Llanelli in 1950 with
Josie and Jack settling down in his home
town. In 1958 Josie commenced work
as a domestic help in the local hospital
and kept that position until retirement in
1995. Jack’s untimely death occurred in
1978 and Josie remained living in South
Wales. Throughout her life she still kept
in touch with childhood friends and until
her illness made annual trips to visit old
acquaintances in Audley. Josie will be
remembered as a pleasant, lively, cheerful
person who in her later years became a
very private person. The funeral was held
at Llanelli Crematorium on 2nd September
with donations given to Diabetes UK.
Please accept our condolences.

Hazeline Hughes.

Hazeline, aged 78 years sadly passed
away at the Leighton Hospital Crewe on
the 19th September 2010. She was born
in Wereton Audley and was the loving
mother to Jaqueline, Denis and son John.
Sadly her mother died when she was aged
nine and after her father remarried she
moved to Albert Street Bignall End. She
had suffered many setbacks during her
life but always found time to help others
along the way. The funeral was held at the
Bradwell Crematorium. Our thoughts are
with you at this very sad time.

IF you have an announcement you’d like to make please email

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Perfect Fit

Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to: Unit 10,
Townhouse Farm,
Alsager Road, Audley
Tel. Joanne 07788 494262

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Plough Inn

Dennis Cartledge
Horne Brothers

CAMRA Pub of the Month April 2010

When caring and understanding is most needed

Opening times:

Food times:

Mon 5pm - 11pm Tues to Sat 12noon
- 11pm Sun 12noon - 10.30pm

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

Mon 5pm - 9pm Tues to Sat 12pm 9pm Sun 12noon - 3.30pm.

A full varied menu of grills &
traditional home made dishes.
Tuesday - Quiz night

Quiz Night followed by Open the
Box

Christmas Fayre menu

£19.99 served from 1st to 23rd
December.

M. Horne 01782 721868
D. Cartledge 01782 720719

Christmas Day Lunch

Limited spaces £49.99 per head

Mercedes wedding limousines for hire.

New Years Eve

Come and join in our Couples
Night, Tickets available £2 each
from 10 December

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
& 14 Birch Road, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent. Telephone:
01782 720719 or 01782 720238 Email: mark@
denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

2 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot ST7 8PS
For all your bookings contact Julie on 01782 720469

New Web Site For Magazine.
We are pleased to
announce that we have now
purchased a New Web Site for
our magazine. As with most
things these days we all have
to move with the times. After
being unable to place our last
12 issue on to our old web
site we are now set up for
many years to come with the

capability to allow us to load
many more of our magazines
for viewing. As Editor of the
magazine I have to give a
big thank you to our Graphic’
man Chris Tunniclife for all the
hard work he has put in when
designing the site for us. Our
new web site has kindly been
sponsored for 2010 by the

Neville Bensons Electrical
Company of Bignall End who
we are most grateful to.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHERQUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese /Pies / Bread / Cakes/Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

Seasons
greetings
to all our
customers

Make
your Xmas
orders early,
Turkey, Duck,
Chicken...

Helping Hands!
County Councillor Dylis
Cornes has contacted the
magazine asking if anyone
knows of any community
work which is required to be
done by our Community Gang
who are happy to come along
and repair the parish signs,
or clean up the area or just to
make our parish a nicer place
to live. Please contact Dylis
on: 01782 720289
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Wood
Lane
Cricket
Club
2010.
Not Just a Cricket Club!
2010 will long be remembered
as a roller coaster cricket
season for Wood Lane Cricket
Club with some significant
highs and some disappointing
lows. While the club have
managed to reverse the
current economic climate for
longer than some businesses,
the harsh realities of modern
life have undoubtedly started
to impact on the club. This
fact has made it even more
important than ever to
continually reassess what
we are trying to achieve and
what we can offer to our local
community.
For anyone who is unaware,
we would like to point out the
official title of our club is Wood
Lane Sports & Social Club.
A fact which is sometimes
forgotten by members and
potential customers.
With the closure many
years ago of the Workingmen’s
Club, then the recent closure
of our last village Shop and
a drastically reduced Post
Office Service, the range of
opportunities for socialising
and retail access is almost
negligible in and around our
village of Wood Lane.
As a consequence of
these facts we have therefore
become an integral part of
the community of Wood Lane

Village and all the social
responsibilities that it brings.
The challenge to the club
is to maintain Premiership
Cricket, to continue to develop
the club on and off the field
and make it a meeting place
where people can relax
and enjoy their free time.
Hopefully in an environment
which is welcoming and
friendly whilst partaking of
the wide range of products
available from our well
stocked bar and also enjoying
the entertainment often
provided.
During 2010 we have
received significant support
from our main sponsors
Potteries Waste, numerous
other local sponsors, including
County Councillor Dylis
Cornes who has helped the
club to submit a planning
application and pointed the
way to community funding to
further improve our facilities.
It is important that we help
ourselves by offering a wide
range of activities and we are
very lucky to have a wonderful
team of dedicated volunteers.
2010 achievements: The
First X1 finished 8th in the

Premier League. The Second
X1 finished 4th in the Premier
B. The First X1 Won the Talbot
Cup / The Area Cockspur Cup.
The First X1 are finalists in the
NSSC ABC 20/20 Competition
(held over from this season
due to inclement weather) which is due to be played at
Wood Lane on Bank Holiday
Monday 2nd May 2011. The
Phoenix League team finished
runners up to Audley CC in
Zone B of the Phoenix League.
The six Junior teams enjoyed
their cricket in their respective
leagues in what proved to
be a transitionary season.
We are the custodians of 6
Junior Teams and accept the

responsibility to shape their
character as well as their
cricket skills. Children are
always welcome at Wood Lane
Cricket Club. We are a venue
to show Premiership Football
throughout the winter months.
We have recently become
the home of Audley Running
Club and through the efforts
of some of our members
have established a Ladies
Walking Club on Monday and
Wednesday Nights. Recently
the Rists Reunion Party was
held at Wood Lane for the
second year running and we
have also held many private
parties and monthly Quizzes
during the year.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Gary Ford. Tel: 01782 622402 Mob: 07928661030

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Mixed fortunes at Parish Bowling Club During 2010.
2010 brought mixed
fortunes to the Audley Parish
Bowling Club.
Success at last for the
Audley Ladies A team, when
after many years of being on
the edge of promotion, finally
gained their deserved place in
the First Division of The Parks
Ladies Crown Green Bowling
League.
2010 brought what was
most needed to their team,
when consistency throughout
the season, gaining points
home and away to secure
a spot in the top flight of
bowling.
The team was lead by
Isabel Maddocks, with team
members Mary Turner, Sheila
Walley, Ann Heath, Doris
Carnes, Kath Ford, Ellie Oakes,

Merle Sumnall and Susan
Forster who was also the
ladies Div 2 average winner.
Disaster struck the First
team section of the club
when the Staffordshire
Parks Saturday A team, the
Stoke-on-Trent Men’s A team
and the Sandbach Division
2 A mixed teams were all
relegated during 2010. After
the unexpected resignation of
their former captain in 2009
had over 18 years of service,
who was replaced by three
new appointed captains, each
led their teams to relegation.
This was only the second time,
in almost 20 years of bowling
history at the club, that any
of the A teams had ever been
relegated.
A very sad time for the club.

Audley Ladies No2 continue
to enjoy their bowling but are
always on the look out for new
players to join them. The Club

also provides social bowling
with a number of friendly
matches arranged home
and away.

Bignall End Miners Welfare & Recreation Ground.
THE BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB.
Whilst hopes and
expectations were high, it was
not anticipated that the 2010
season would yield so much
success. Indeed the main
target was to gain promotion
from Division Three. By the
end of August promotion
was assured and they were
crowned as Division Three
Champions 3A and will play
in Division 2A next season.
Not only, but also, the Second
Eleven gained promotion and
under the new league ruling
they are also promoted to
Division 2B.
Our junior squads also
performed very well indeed,
in particular the Under
17s eleven were Divisional
Champions of Section D. The
Under 13s Squad reached the
final of the South Moorlands
League Cup Matches for
Under 13s.

Kim Barnett, we are pleased
to say has been retained as
Club Professional for 2011
season and his 1250 runs
this season were instrumental
in helping us to achieve our
success. He has also made
a major contribution with his
coaching skills.
2010 also saw several
improvements around the
club. The grassed areas
outside the field were cut on
a regular basis and made
the whole ground look much
better than in previous
years, added to this was
the introduction of a new
boundary rope which improved
the general appearance of
the ground. With the growing
trend of Health and Safety
it was decided that the
Sightscreen at the Birch road
end of the ground needed
to be replaced with a safer

construction and this has now
been achieved.
The club continues to
support several charities with
fundraising projects, 2010
was no exception. The Bikers
Rally raised £2000.00 for
Air Ambulance. The Cricket
Teams raised £4000.00 for
Cancer Research. A Forties
Night raised £350.00 for

Help Hero’s Fund plus several
smaller projects. So all in all a
good year all round.
This is a good opportunity
to thank all our supporters
both inside and outside the
club who help us to support
Junior Cricket and various
charities.
John Harrison.

18

Audley Community News

Features

Audley pharmacy
recognised for excellence
Staff at The Co-operative
Pharmacy in Audley are
celebrating after scooping
one of The Co-operative
Pharmacy’s coveted annual
awards to recognise
exceptional staff and their
contribution to the local
community.
The prestigious Branch
of the Year Award 2010,
sponsored by Actavis, was
presented to branch manager
Nicola Phillips and her team
at a recent awards ceremony
held at Manchester Cathedral.
The team beat nominees
from across The Co-operative
Pharmacy’s 700-plus branch
network.
Teams were judged on a
number of criteria including
their ability to always put
the customer first, high
performance levels, supporting
additional pharmacy services
and teamwork.

The Audley team was
recognised for offering a
wide range of healthcare
services including smoking
cessation and weight loss,
in addition to high levels of
customer satisfaction. As well
as fundraising for charity, the
team has improved efficiency

Bignall End
Hair Studio
Quality styling by qualified staff
specialist on all types of hairdressing.

at the branch by implementing
new systems to manage
workflow and is committed
to implementing staff training
and development.
Janet McNally, Head of HR
at The Co-operative Pharmacy,
said: “The branch is a fantastic
example of a close-knit team

who are willing to go the extra
mile to help customers and
improve the health of the local
community. I congratulate
them and hope others will be
inspired by their contribution
to the business and their
success.”

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List Hair Cut.
£6.50 Kids.
£6.00
OAP.
£4.50 Back &
Sides. £4.00 Grade
all over. £4.00 Wash &
Cut.
£8.00 Beard
Trim.
£1.50

Open 5 days per week | Mon Closed | Tue 9.30am - 5.00pm.
Wed. 1pm - 5.00pm | Thurs 1pm - 6.00pm.
Friday 9.30am - 7.00pm | Sat 9.30am - 3.00pm.

Tibb Street Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot. 01782 722777

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Safety Awareness
Day comes to Audley.
Audley Pensioners Hall,
next to the Health Centre in
Church Street Audley, was the
place to be on Saturday 2nd
October.
This is getting an ever
popular event for people
of the parish. We once
again saw Kelvin Chell from
the Staffordshire Fire and
Rescue Services providing a
FREE electric blanket safety
check and if the blankets
were found to be faulty, they
would be replaced FREE of
charge. Kelvin reported to the
Newsletter that 54 blankets
had been tested during the
morning’s event and 34 had
failed. Each had to be replaced
Free of charge and the old
ones destroyed. This was
certainly a busy table for the
visitors, the Fire & Rescue

Service were overwhelmed
by the public participation
and will be supporting future
events in Audley.
The Hall was set out with
tables from many of the
groups who could provide
help to local residents, with a
variety of activities. There were
representatives from Aspire
Housing, Trading Standards,
Audley C&LP Parents Support,
you could also get Benefit
Advice.
The National Health
Patient Advice were on hand
to provide information, the
Police, Fire & Rescue provided
much needed information
and representatives from the
Lions Club International were
providing much needed help
to the elderly. On display was
equipment to assist people in

Terry Wogan’s
BBC Children
in Need Appeal.
Rev’d Jenny MacGregor from
the Audley Methodist Church
and Rev’d John Palmer from
Wolstanton, walked seven and
a half miles in a ‘Sponsor your
Vicar’ on the 6th November.
They were pushing nine
Pudsey Bears in a wheelchair
from Wolstanton Methodist
Church, calling at Bradwell
Methodist, Wood Lane Methodist,
Halmer End Methodist and
finishing up at the Audley
Methodist Church. Monies are
still coming in and they will
be in the region of £500 for
Children in Need. Each of
their churches sponsored them.

their home and new gadgets
which are now available for
use were being promoted by
the County Equipment Centre
Assistive Technology.

Refreshments were
provided by the member of
the Pensioners Hall Committee
who are always on hand for
their visitors.

Sports Quiz
1.
2.
3.

Dilscoop, doorsa and flipper are terms in which sport?
Which sport is played by the London Wasps?
What sport was played professionally by the Dutch
sportswomen Betty Stove?
4. Which 2 England players missed penalties against
Portugal in the Euro 2004 football competition?
5. In which city were the 1992 Summer Olympics held?
6. What nationality is the Golfer Ernie Els?
7. Which team lost the 2010 Super Bowl final to the
New Orleans Saints?
8. Who was the female competitor excused a sex test in
the 1976 Olympic Games?
9. Which country does footballer Didier Drogba play for?
10. Who was the first jockey to ride seven Derby winners?
11. In judo, which Dan is the highest in the grading of
Black Belts?
12. Which twisting circuit on the Motor Racing Grand Prix
calendar is only 1.95miles long?
Prize of £15 to first correct entry by the Dec 31st.
Send all entries in to the Editor
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AUDLEY
FOOTBALL CLUB.
TOWN FIELDS, OLD ROAD, BIGNALL END,
STOKE – on – TRENT, ST7 – 8QH.
Time is upon us once again
when we start to organise
and advertise our forthcoming
annual beer festival at the
football club.
Previous festivals have
proven to be a really popular
community event and we find
that people look forward to
it each year. We are well
established on the beer
drinker’s calendar and it
draws beer drinkers from far
and wide, last year we even
had a visitor from Chicago.
Last years festival raised
£5764; this money was
ploughed back into the club
for the benefit of the players
and further development of
our facilities.
As in previous years we will
at the end of the 2011 festival
be making a donation to `The
Audley Community News.
Our club is situated in Old
Road, Bignall End, (ST7 8QH)
and is on a main bus route
from Newcastle, Hanley, and
Stoke. The nearest bus stop
is situated at the `Old Council
Offices`, New Road, Audley.
From this bus stop walk back
down the hill towards Bignall
End, take the 1st left (Old
Road) and the football club is
400M on the left.
If you plan to visit us by
train (which people last year

did) the nearest train station is
at Alsager, this is an 8 minute
taxi ride to the festival.
If you have not visited us
before pay us a visit you will
not be disappointed. Come
and sample our array of real
ales, ciders, pork pies and
varied selection of baps
and rolls.
This will be our 10th
consecutive beer festival
which we hope will be the
best yet.
If you would like to be
associated with our festival
(which runs from February
21st to February 27th) by
becoming a barrel sponsor
please do not hesitate to
contact me at the above
address or by telephone on
07742688047. Sponsor
prices are as follows –Full
Barrel £80, 3/4 £60, ½ £40,
¼ £20.
I would like to point out
that the festival organisers
& workers are all unpaid
volunteers and give their time
and effort freely to benefit the
club and chosen community
groups.
Any support you can give
would be greatly appreciated.
Yours sincerely, Kelvin
Chell (vice chair).

Macmillan’s
Biggest
Coffee
Morning
On Saturday 24th
September at the Audley &
District Community Centre,
Dawn Dobson and her helpers
held a most successful Coffee
Morning in aid of the Douglas
Macmillan Charity. The day

was very well attended by
the residents of the parish
and a VIP visit from our
local MP Mr. Paul Farrelly
who can be seen with Dawn
Dobson left and Dorothy
Bourne centre. There were
many stalls including a raffle,
Prize every time Tombola,
Homemade Cakes, Bric-aBrac, Refreshments, Toys,
Clothes, Laura Dobson, VIE at
home, Stephanie Doorbar, The
Body Shop, Lorainne Boyle,
Phoenix Cards, Sue Cartwright,
Staffordshire Adult Education
in the Community and Rob and
Clare of Goldsmiths Curtains.
The total monies raised was
£312.55 which has now
been donated. Dawn wishes
to thank all the people who
supported the event, members
of the Community Centre
Management Team for their
help and for the use of the
building which helped to make
this a special event.

WALK AY...
THIS W
Voluntary Roles Available In The
Audley Area
We have a number of roles available so you can join
the adventure of Scouting in Audley. You may want
to work with a particular age group of young
people, on a particular activity, as a fund raiser, for
a small amount of time or every week...we can
accomodate most skills and availability
77th Audley Scout Group
Warham Scout Hall
Wereton Road
Audley Staffordshire
call Dave Prince on 07775 871263
or email audley.scouts@googlemail.com
http://www.audleyscoutgroup.org.uk/

Why not promote your local group?
Audley Community News is always prepared to help to
promote any of the local groups or activities from in and
around the Audley Parish. Contact the Editor.
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

k/join

scouts.org.u

The Scout Association Registered Charity Number(s) 524541

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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BEER FESTIVAL
NUMBER 10
AT

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Seasonal baskets, bedding plants,
container plants, perennials & shrubs.
Free range eggs for sale
Christmas wreaths now available

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
OLD ROAD, BIGNALL END.

FEB 21st — FEB 27th
OPENING TIMES
MON to FRI – 6:30 - midnight
SAT – noon - midnight
SUN – noon - 4pm
At Least 38 Real ales
and ciders, both `6 nation`
rugby matches will be
shown live on the big
screen on Saturday.

Free admission.

Audley Brass
News - 2010
It is some time since I sent an update
on the band’s progress, so I thought it
was about time to pick up my pen and
update the village on the “goings on” in
Dean Hollow! The band has had another
successful year attending the regional
championships at Bedworth in March and
performing concerts near and far.
We have performed twice in Brough
Park, Leek. On the second occasion
(26th September) we were once again
part of the Bandstand Marathon, an
annual event where as many bandstands
as possible have a live performance on
that day.
In April we held a very successful
Patrons’ Concert in Audley Theatre and
in late May a wonderful Concert with the
Daleian Singers at Swan Bank Central
Methodist Church, Burslem in aid of the
Donna Louise Trust.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett,
Newcastle Staffs. 01782 624399

Sad loss of former
local Fundraiser.
We sadly announce that on 26th October 2010 Julie
Bradshaw aged 50 of Audley passed away at the Macmillan
Hospice. Julie with husband Brad were well known parish
voluntary fundraisers being members of the Audley & District
Community Centre Committee for a number of years and being
part of CARA and the newly formed Medieval Society.
Julie had fought bravely with her illness, with Brad her loving
husband by her side. The funeral took place at the Bradwell
Crematorium on Wednesday the 3rd of November 2010. God
bless you Julie.
In June we entertained pensioners
at Madeley High School and played a
successful concert in Hanley Park (a first
for us).
In September the band played at
the Celebration of Audley Day at the
Millennium Field and performed at the
Endon Proms Night on the 18th at Endon
Village Hall. On October 23rd we are due
to give our annual performance at The
Stoke Beer Festival, which this year is
taking place at Fenton Manor.
As we approach Christmas the band
calendar gets extremely busy. We will be
marching to the cenotaph in Audley on
Remembrance Sunday (14th November)
and on November 20th we are once again
playing at the Victorian Christmas Market
in Audley Central Methodist Church.
Saturday 4th December sees us at
the Endon Christmas Concert and on
the 5th we are playing for the Halmer
End Pensioners Christmas Party. On the
11th December we are holding our own
Christmas Concert in Audley Theatre
at 7.30 and tickets for this event are
already going fast. Of course we shall

be busking in the local community on
Sundays throughout December. Our
busking events are listed on page 30
of this magazine. If you hear the band,
feel free to come out and listen. We
even take requests! Best wishes to you
all for Christmas and the New Year and
if you fancy playing, or know someone
who does play or has played a brass
instrument, come and join us (It could
be a New Year Resolution!).
Feel free to access our website:
www.audleybrass.co.uk or ring me on
01270 569783 Peter Hawxwell
Band Chairman
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The Rotary Club of Audley Operation Christmas
Christmas is fast approaching and it’s the busiest time of the
year for the Rotary Club.
We are again running our ‘Tree of Light’ fund-raising event
and the lights will be switched on at 7 PM on Friday 3rd
December at Audley Library. Please come along and join in the
fun. As usual, donations in remembrance of a loved one can be
made by completing one of our forms which will be circulating
around the villages. Once again, all profits will be donated to
the Donna Louise Trust.
Santa will be on his way very soon! Dates for your diary
are:
6th December
7th December
10th December
13th December
14th December

Waterhayes
Red Street and Waterhayes
Madeley Heath & Betley
Madeley
Scott Hay, Alsagers Bank,
Halmer End and Miles Green
15th December Wood Lane 16th December - Bignall End
17th December Audley Start times will be around 5 PM.
Santa will also be in Audley village on Saturday 18th
December and will be lighting the Christmas Tree in Betley on
27th November.
The club will also be taking part in the Christmas Tree display
in St. James Church between 11th and 18th December.
It was with great sadness that the club learned of the death
of Past President Basil Chamberlin. Our thoughts are with his
family at this sad time.
The schools are back for a new year and so we are starting
to work with the schools in our area. This includes continuing to
help Madeley High with their mentoring scheme.
The Rotary Club has joined other clubs in North Staffordshire
to plant purple crocus bulbs at Trentham Gardens. These were
planted in October so that they will flower in February, when
Rotary are celebrating their Polio Plus campaign to eradicate
polio. So far, Rotary has spent over $800m immunising young
children from this terrible disease. The purple crocus represents
the purple dye that is put on a finger of each child when it has
been immunised.
The club are again holding their annual Curry Night in
Madeley on 22nd November to raise money for international
projects. A number of Rotarians and friends are also taking
part in a local three peaks challenge to raise money for our
international work. This involves climbing The Roaches,
Shutlingsloe and Cloud End on Sunday 7th November. Best
wishes for Christmas and the New Year, from all at the Rotary
Club of Audley and thank you for your continuing support.
Neil Ginnis Rotary Contacts Public Relations: Neil Ginnis
(01782 721483 neilginnis@atosorigin.com) Secretary: David
Royle (01270 764201 lowe.royle@mscable.com)
Website: www.audley.net/rotary

Child 2010 Christian
View Point

Wow-and so once again the lovely people of Audley
have broken their own record. This year they have sent 498
decorated and filled Christmas Shoe Boxes via Samaritan’s
Purse to the needy children of the world.
As you may know we began in 2001 when we sent 56 boxes
and now steadily year by year we are almost up to 500-maybe
next year?
Thanks to all the leaflet droppers, the knitters, the box
decorators, the folk who generously decorate and fill many
boxes with lovely gifts, the ones who donate cash and those
who make sure that the filled boxes leave us safely as they go
on their way.
Bless you all for your love and kindness
to children that you will probably never
meet face to face-thanks for
sharing love in a world that
often forgets what
Christmas is really all about.
Barbara Jones.

G8way is a relatively new project that has been funded
through the Aiming High programme until March 2011. The
aim of the project is to support families of disabled children and
young people within each district of the county to access short
break and other activities in their communities.
G8way is a source of information on local activities, network
of service providers, voluntary and community organisations
and parent groups. G8way also try to promote the inclusion of
disabled children in mainstream community based activities and
we also organise ‘one-off’ local events for families of disabled
children. Above all we are here to listen to parents and children
and feedback information to the Aiming High programme.
For further information contact: Scott Maynard Senior
Family Support Worker Children’s Disability Service
Seabridge Centre Newcastle Staffs ST5 3UB. Free
phone 08000930414 Direct line 01782 296950 Mobile
07772066955 Email: scott.maynard@staffordshire.gov.uk
Web site G8way-new.moorland@staffordshire.gov.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Breakfasts
at Bignall
End Cricket
Club whilst
networking!!
Are you self-employed or running
your own business in the Audley, Bignall
End or Wood Lane areas? If so you
may be interested to know that we are
endeavouring to establish a regular
Breakfast Meeting at Bignall End Cricket
Club for you and others in your situation.
The primary purpose is to increase your
business through networking and sharing
inspirational ideas. We are also keen to
compile a list of small businesses and
self-employed people in the vicinity for
the Audley Community News so that
the community know what is on their
door step. We have held three meetings
so far and our third was on the 5th
November 2010. We plan to hold them
every two months on the first Friday

Audley
Parish
Bowmen

Archery has a long tradition in Audley
as befits a place that has its own castle
mound dating back to Norman Times.
Audley Parish Bowmen, formed only three
years ago, put on a shoot in “Leddy’s
Field” just below the old “Motte”. This
site was an ideal location for a day of
competition by archers from a wide area.
Many were local but some travelled from
as far as Wales.
As field archers, affiliated to the
“National Field Archery Society”, we shoot
in woods and rough countryside at a
variety of animals modelled from resins.
All kinds of bows are used and medals
awarded for the highest scores.
The day was one of the hottest of
the year. It was 27C in the shade and
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of the month, so the next one after the
next ACN is published will be on Friday
7th January 2011. We are aiming to
attract new businesses as well as more
experienced and established people
so that each can learn from the other.
We are also planning, in due course, to
invite ‘speakers’ to give presentations
on relevant topics, such as ‘Attitude
and Motivation’, ‘Marketing’, ‘Market
Research’ and ‘Finance’ and will be
putting flyers in the area to this effect
as well as publishing a list in the Audley
Community News. The meetings are
fun and informal and the breakfasts
(cooked by Stef of The Plough fame)
at the next meeting are free as Neville
Benson of Benson Electrical Contractors
has sponsored them. Neville has also
sponsored the website for the ACN, and
has started on a fitness campaign, with
Emma Foden, (Dynamic Fitness) as a
consequence of the breakfast meetings!
We really feel that the community can
benefit from such a resource at the
present time, especially as we are all
struggling with a recession. So if you are
running your own business please feel
free to join us upstairs at Bignall End
Cricket Club on Friday 7th January 2011.

If you are interested but cannot attend
the meeting you can contact myself or
Stef and we can distribute your flyers
and cards at the meeting. Jeni Smith
(‘Jen and Tonic’) 07947455724 /
Stef Humphreys 07708386028 /
Kerry Lockett 07525426971

several of the targets were in the open in
bright sun! 170 archers pressed on and
completed a 36 set of 3D targets, many
cunningly set out to simulate traditional
hunting conditions known to our
ancestors. This was the club’s first year
all 3D shoot. It repaid the considerable
efforts of our Chairman, Bob Moody,
to raise enough funds to purchase the
complete set of animals– these targets
have to take a lot of strikes at speeds
up to 300m.p.h. They are expensive
but the event received many favourable
comments and raised a lot of money for
the purchase of further targets and bows
to use in the training of new members.
One of the pleasant things about
such an event is the range of people
taking part for this sport is enjoyed by
everyone– men and women, children age
seven and upwards and those in their
second childhood and not yet giving way
to “mere oblivion” as Shakespeare put it!
Things went smoothly thanks to a team
of members who put in truly impressive

work load, starting at 6.00am and ending
at 6.00pm. Thanks to everyone, not
least to those who only stand and cook,
Mandy, Joe, Lisa and Gareth and an extra
thanks to Mandy for so much work in
the administration of the whole shooting
match.
Thanks to the Council for permission
to use the land and to the Community
Centre for the use of its excellent
facilities, making the whole day possible.
Terry Lilly
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Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

Audley Community News

Children’s Under 10 Christmas Quiz
1. Where does Santa Claus Live?
2. How many days of Christmas are there in the Carol?
3. What are you supposed to do under the Mistletoe?
4. How many Reindeer does Santa have?
5. What are the 2 most popular Christmas colours?

ting
Seasons gree ers
stom
cu
r
ou
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al
to

6. On the 11th day of Christmas what did my
True Love Bring To Me?
7. What do people usually decorate their Christmas
Tree with?
8. What wouldn’t the other reindeers let Rudolph do?
9. What holiday does Santa come on?
10. Which star led the Three Kings to Jesus?
11. What do we leave out on Christmas Eve for Santa
and the reindeers?
12. What was True Love’s gift on the second day of
Christmas?

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote, Halmerend, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.

First responders
visible in the
community.
As you may recall Audley Community First Responders were
raising funds to have a new vehicle. I am glad to say that this
project is now complete and the vehicle has been responding
since the beginning of the year. The project has been a
combined effort which has involved Audley Rotary Club (£5000),
Dylis Cornes with Staffordshire County Council Community
fund(£1000), Audley Parish Community Chest (£650) and Bristol
Street Motors Stafford (£600). Whilst raising funds for the car
we suddenly had to also change our defibrillator to continue
to give the life saving drugs we use. The new Defibrillator has
to be able to monitor the heart rhythm (ECG). Business 0wner
Paul Ball of Peak Pursuits Limited came to our rescue and has
funded the £2200 needed for this and he has decided to also
donate to our funds on a monthly basis. I would like to thank
all involved for their help and support in our projects which are
key to continuing our work in the community. May I take this
opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas & Happy New
Year. Paul Sargent Group Coordinator 01782 723 393

First prize £15.00 Argos Vouchers to first correct entry. 10
Runner up prizes of selection boxes. Please send your entries
to: The Editor 23 Wood Street Bignall End Stoke on Trent Staffs
ST7 8QL. All entries to be in by 21st December 2010.

Grant for local
Football Club.
Audley Football Club have recently been
awarded a substantial grant by the
‘Coalfields Regeneration Trust’
which has allowed them to
purchase and install a new
security fence at its ground
in Old Road Bignall End. The
provision of the fence will
help to preserve and protect
their facility for many years to
come. In addition to this grant a
further grant has been obtained to
assist with the security fencing project,
when they received a grant from Staffordshire County
Council Local Members initiative grants. The committee and
members at Audley Football Club wish to take this opportunity
to express their gratitude to County Councillor Dylis Cornes
- the Coalfields Regeneration Trust - Staffordshire County
Council and Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council - Audley
Millennium Green Trust for their help and support throughout
this project during the fence installation.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

AUDLEY &
DISTRICT WI.

Well, I can’t believe this is
the December issue coming
up. Where does the time go?
It is true that the older you get
the more time flies by.
In August we had a brilliant
evening, I hope you didn’t
encounter any WI ladies on
their way home, a little ‘worse
for wear’, as the saying goes.
Ken Marshall’s talk was about,
‘A Taste of the Hedgerow’,
with tastings. First was
elderflower then Rosehip and
Bilberry followed. The fourth
I think was Sloe, but I can’t
be sure because after four
glasses of homemade wine I
can’t be held responsible.
And we were all very good
as none of us spat anything
out into our containers - well,
it would have been a waste
wouldn’t it?

AUDLEY MALE
VOICE CHOIR.

A packed Victoria Hall,
literally every seat sold, were
treated to a feast of music
provided by Grimethorpe
Colliery Band of “Brassed
Off” fame , Ian Riddle and the
Choir at the Gala Concert held
on October 10th. The band
last appeared with the choir in
the King’s Hall in Stoke when
the Victoria Hall was being
refurbished. The splendid
audience enjoyed the magical
atmosphere invariably created
at these autumn concerts.
Proceeds of the concert are
to be donated to the Donna
Louise Trust to help them
with their valuable work. The
choir has been involved in
these Gala Concerts for many
years and around £100,000
has now been donated to
charitable organizations both
locally and nationally.
Our annual Celebrity
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September found us
learning about ‘Poor Law’.
It was interesting to find out
we had a ‘workhouse’ along
Alsager Road which was
responsible for a large area
around Audley. Did you go to
‘It’s Good to Live in Audley
Day’? It was brilliant. We had a
stall and we had a few ladies
expressing interest in the WI.
But wasn’t it marvellous to see
all the organisations displays.
We had a rota, our president
and I were on the 10 -12 shift,
but we enjoyed it so much
we stayed until 4pm. During
lunch we listened to the brass
band and the ladies choir.
Everyone did very well.
Has anyone been to the
Apedale Valley Light Railway?
They had their open day in
September and they are doing
Santa trips on the 11th, 12th,
18th and 19th December. It

Concert Series at the Victoria
Hall is of course held in the
Spring, generally two weeks
before Easter and in 2011 it
will take place on Sunday April
10th. This will be our 25th
such concert and they have
invariably featured artistes of
outstanding quality either up
and coming singers or those
established in the profession.
Ingrid Surgenor ,the world
class accompanist and Patron
of the Choir, has featured in
all but two of these concerts
as indeed has the Choir’s
own splendid accompanist
Ian Riddle. Such quality allied
with that of the choir makes
for concerts which are always
looked forward to in the
musical calendar.
The choir attended the
splendidly organized open day
on the Millenium Green and
featured their “Learn to Sing”
project. Quite a few men were
interested in coming along
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was packed in September.
I have a particular interest
as my grandson has worked
as a volunteer, being an avid
train enthusiast since he was
two years old. It has been
his dream to drive a train and
my dream to see him. It is
marvellous to think that all the
track and the trains have been
made possible by volunteers

and donations.
It’s hard to believe I am
wishing everyone a healthy
and happy Christmas and
new year. Our meeting on
27th January includes a talk
on ‘Felt making’ with Janet
Major. Come and visit us
on the last Thursday of the
month, St James’ Church Hall
at 7.15pm.

to “sample” a rehearsal and
maybe joining the choir. It is
a fact that the choir, among
others, does need an influx
of new members to keep the
choral tradition alive. The
choir rehearses in the Audley
Methodist Hall at 7.00PM
on Thursdays. Singing
does improve your sense of
well being which has to be

experienced to be appreciated.
Look out for the Concert
Diary published in every other
issue of the Audley Community
News.
Much additional information
is available on our website
(www.admvc.co.uk)
GRIMETHORPE
COLLIERY BAND
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Art Exhibition
in Audley.
Ruth Joseph is a
contemporary modern abstract
artist and is holding her very
first art exhibition at the
Audley Community Centre on
Wednesday December 8th
between 7pm and 9pm. Ruth
comes from a family of ten.
Her mother is a musician and
her father is a very talented
metal worker. Her brothers
and sisters are artists, writers,
musicians and graphic
designers. She says her love

Audley Ladies
Circle Girls, come
and join the
NEW Audley and
District Ladies
Circle.

If you are aged between
18-45 then come along. We
meet once a month and do
anything from meeting and
eating, fund raising for local
organisations to assisting
Santa on his float.

for painting was born through
a creative family. Ruth feels
that painting is a great way
for her to express herself and
her emotions come out in
different colours, shapes and
textures. She also feels that
painting is a great therapy for
her mind and soul. Ruth says
her paintings are not always
planned, she often just starts
painting and the result is
whatever emerges. She says
“I love painting that way as it
is a true expression, I often
prefer to use bold colours
with texture which adds depth
to my paintings”. So come
We are very new and have
ideas to do so much more.
Maybe the climbing wall, a
curry night with the girls or
a trip to the theatre. Come
along, make a suggestion
and let’s do it.
For more information
contact either Julia on
07930508768 or Sue on
0773362559 Visit our page
on Facebook—Audley
Ladies Circle or
www.ladies-circle.org.uk

along to the centre on the 8th
December to support Ruth,
view her paintings and

enjoy complimentary cheese
and wine.

Halmer End Methodist Church
Christmas Festival Events.
Sun 5th Dec

Christmas Carols at The Poplars,
Alsager Bank at 2.30pm
Mon 6th Dec Christingle Service led by
Rev’d Jenny MacGregor at 6.00pm.
Sat 11th Dec Festival of Trees. Times to be announced.
Wed 15th Dec Chip’n’Hymn at 6.15pm
Sun 19th Dec Festival of Trees Closing Service at 3.00pm
Sat 25th Dec Christmas Day Service led by
Rev’d Jenny MacGregor at 9.45am
Sun 26th Dec No Service.

Audley Christian
Viewpoint
invite you to join us at a

MAY DAY CRAFT FAIR.
To be held on
Monday 2nd May 2011 10-4.30pm
St James’ Church Hall, Audley.
If you are interested in coming along the cost
of hiring a table is £10. plus a gift for the raffle.
To reserve a table and for further
information, please contact:
Barbara Jones - 121 Nantwich Road, Audley,
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs. ST7 8DL.
Or (kenjones552@btinternet.com)

AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR
Invite you to their

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
on Tuesday 7th December 2.30pm
at the Audley Pensioners Hall, Audley.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk Email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary: 07921 450599 Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834

POP-IN for a coffee............

MONDAY

We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our
Coffee Mornings, and Fundraising Events...... you don’t need any experience, just a
willingness to help. If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are
interested then Just ask Ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or if
you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Thank you.

Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm
Contact: Doris 01782 722248.
Weight Watchers ~ 6.00pm

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE
Having a Party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group
or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a
Public gathering? ………………
Contact our Booking Secretary
on 07506159834 or
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
for more information.

COFFEE MORNING
& BARGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FREE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

Coming up…………

Wishing everyone
a happy Christmas.

TUESDAY
Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm
Contact: Doris 01782 722248.
Slimming World
Start 5.00pm – 8.00pm

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee Morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.30am until 11.30am
Audley Community Newsletter
1.30pm until 3.30pm
Contact: Ernie 01782 721565

THURSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm
Contact: Deb 01782 723960

FRIDAY
Fighting Fit With Lea ~ 4.15pm
Contact: 07751551939

SATURDAY MORNING
My BabyTime ~ Every 2nd & 4th
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337
Scouts Car Wash ~
Every 3rd 10am

Car Boots 2010
Please contact
Parish Of Audley Medieval Society
on 07762285315 for
more information
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Leddy’s
Field
wildlife
reservation.
Autumn sun is shining on
a very changed Leddy’s field.
As the wildlife area grows in
popularity only one thing has
been growing faster - the
Canadian pondweed! After
the pond almost morphed into
a bog the parish councillors
have found a weed expert in
Warrington who has worked
hard for several weeks to
dredge it out. This has been
a very great expense to the
parish but now the coots,
ducks, moor-hens, odd
Canadian goose and morning
visiting heron have a clear
expanse of water - they are
swimming where previously
they were walking on water. It
is hard not to wonder who put
in the inappropriate weed in
the first place, but the everpositive volunteer ranger, Les
Foster, points out that it may
have come in on birds’ feet!
The photograph shows the
new seating now installed. To
help keep down growth in the
pond, especially of bull-rushes,
the lower weir has been
raised 16cms. A new weir
has been built in the recently
cleaned and improved brook

to create more standing water
for wildlife. In particular for
water-voles which have been
seen in Leddy’s Field and are
an endangered species. The
popular path along one side of
the pond was slippery when
wet and has been levelled
and properly re-laid so that it
is safer to use. Every effort
is made to make the area
as accessible as possible.
Several councillors have
personal experience of access
difficulties and advise very
thoroughly. However it has
to be accepted that not all
areas of what is essentially a
wild wood for flora and fauna
can also be safely “access
all areas”. The Rural Parish
Council discussed making a
path right round the pond but
dismissed this proposal as
it did not pass the question
that has to be asked before
any development - “Is this
good for wildlife?” So it
was decided to keep one
boundary of the pond as
free as possible of walkers,
however well intended, and
dogs as the moor-hens and
ducks live on that side and
are easily frightened. They
have been known to fly off to
other areas when upset. All of
this work comes at a cost to
you the parish residents. Your
councillors know this and have
researched and applied for
grants for most of this work.

Tree Surgery Service
(N.P.T.C. Qualified)

Pruning / Felling
(Large or Small trees) Conifer

hedges topped/
Hedge cutting specialist. General
Garden Maintenance
For FREE quotations call: James Speed
Mobile: 07747 030858 or 01630 647619

This is time consuming but the
councillors value Leddy’s Field
not simply for its beauty but
for its contribution to healthy/
enjoyable life styles for all age
groups who live in and around
Audley and for the increasing
number of visitors who come
to visit from outside the area.
Tell your friends about our

‘green arm’ reaching right
into the centre of the village
as every visitor is a potential
customer for our shops,
cafes and pubs. A big
THANK-YOU to those
councillors who spend
so much time on and in
Leddy’s Field and do hours
of muddy foot-work.

C. W. Mottram
& Family
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
†
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 07900492692 01782 720057
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Police None Emergency
Number 0300 123 44 55.
To contact a local Police officer dial 0300 123 2345
then followed by the officers collar number.
Local Officers collar numbers:
03960 PC Rob Dolman
08961 PCSO Ian Blythe
16736 PCSO Sarah Gibson
PCSO Ian Blythe writes:
Below are some of the crime prevention advice given for
Shed Security as there have been a number of shed breaks
in the parish area recently, mainly thefts have been from
insecure sheds.
Local officers are urging home owners to keep their sheds
and garages as secure as possible. There have been a number
of reported incidents in the area where items have been taken.
Here is some security advice to keep thieves at bay:
Ensure you use a good lock on doors and windows.
Replace screws with bolts on all shed doors.
Re-enforce wooden panels from the inside with extra timber.
Put steel mesh behind shed windows.
Use blinds or painted out windows to stop items being on show.
Keep garages locked. Use sensor lights wherever possible.
Use a shed alarm and sign saying it is alarmed.
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Audley Methodist Church
Invite you to the following
services and events.
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP DATES
12th December 10.30am
Nativity Service with Rev’d. Jenny MacGregor.
19th December 6.00pm
Carol Service with Rev’d. Jenny MacGregor.
24th December 4.00pm
Story Time with Rev’d. Jenny MacGregor.
25th December 10.30am
Christmas Day Service with Rev’d. Jenny MacGregor.
Please note there are no services on 26th December.

COME AND JOIN US FOR COFFEE, CHAT & FELLOWSHIP
Saturday 20th November 10.30am-1.30pm
Don’t miss our VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS MARKET with Audley
Brass & Christmas Music, Gift Stall & Raffle. Lobby Lunch
served from 11.45am.
Saturday 18th December 10.30am-12.30pm
Christmas Greetings with Coffee & Mince Pies. Do Join Us.

Always report crime as soon as possible. Regards, Ian.

Annual Witch
Hunt held.
CARA (Children of Audley Residents Association) held its
annual Witch Hunt at their Wereton Road proposed new play/
amenities field on Sunday 31st October this year. There was
a Fancy Dress competition held together with a Best Carved
Pumpkin competitions and loads of Fun & Games for all
who came.
Entrance was FREE to all the visitors. CARA continues in
its efforts to provided the much needed funding by means of
Fund Raising events to provided a new Play / Amenities Area
on the land they have obtained from the Audley Parish Council
which can be found behind Queen Street Wereton which will be
available for use to all members of the Audley Parish.
If you wish to help contact: 07796052535

Audley Medieval Society

We wish to express our thanks to Ravensmead School for
helping with the parking on our event day.

Audley & District History Society

The article in issue 29 should have stated the photographs
shown were taken in 1968 not 1978.

Issue 29 Quiz

There were no winners with our recent quiz from issue 29,
we have therefore added the prize to our children competition
for Christmas. Editor.

Disclaimer: The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or
agree with the views or opinions expressed by contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or
spelling mistakes. To advertise call 01782 721565 or email audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Services at St James Church Audley.
Dec 11th -19th
Dec 12th 10.45 am
Dec 19th 6.30 pm
Dec 24th 3.00 pm
Dec 24th 11.30 am
Dec 25th 10.00 am

Audley Community News

Features

Christmas Tree festival
(see separate article)
Christingle
Carols By Candlelight
Crib Service
Christmas Eve Holy Communion
Christmas Day Family Communion

The 8.15 am service will continue in December but
not on the 26th.

Audley Brass Band forthcoming Busking Events.
Sunday 5th December – Wood Lane 10 – 12 noon
Thursday 9th December – Freeport Talke 6 – 8pm
Saturday 11th December – Freeport Talke 11 – 1pm
Sunday 12th December – Bignall End 10 – 12 noon
Thursday 16th December – Freeport Talke 6 – 8pm
Sunday 19th December – Halmerend 10 – 12 noon
Sunday 19th December Audley 6 – 8.30pm
Thursday 23rd December Freeport Talke 6 – 8pm
Friday 24th December (Christmas Eve) Tesco Crewe 9.30 – 12noon

Services at St John’s Alsagers Bank

GK MOTORSPORT

Dec 5th 9.30 am
Dec 12th 9.30 am
Dec 19th 9.30 am
Dec 24th 7.00 pm
Dec 26th 10.45 am

Auto welding specialist.
Brakes, clutches, Tuning for
most makes and models.
MOT failures free estimates.
Pre MOT inspection.

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Christingle
Carols by Candlelight
All age service

No 8:15 am service on the 26th December

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

St James Mothers’ Union
Marathon raises £1169.60.
Audley Mothers’ Union Mile Marathon.
We all had a wonderful day for our sponsored ‘Marathon’
on Saturday morning 11th of September 2010. The weather
was fine and sunny and the response was excellent. 26
individuals, families or groups of friends came together to
walk one mile (that’s a total of 26 miles or a marathon!).
Our oldest participant was 87 and our youngest was 10
months old! Our group included toddlers, family pets and
even one intrepid couple who covered the distance
three-legged! We walked from the Church Hall, down
Wilbrahams Walk, along Nantwich Road to Barthomley
Road and back again.
Our walk was followed by a presentation of medals to all
who had taken part and then a well-deserved lunch. Everyone
agreed that the day had been great fun. Thank you to Audley
Rotary which provided marshals for the walk to ensure safety.
The aim of the walk was to raise funds for the Mothers’ Union
Overseas Literacy Development Programme which helps families
in Burundi, Uganda and Sudan to better education, to become
literate and to set up small businesses.

Christmas Tree Festival
Mothers’ Unions next special event will be a Christmas Tree
Festival. This will be held in St James church from Saturday 11th
of December to the 18th. Over 20 groups based in and around
the Audley Parish are taking part. Each group will decorate a
tree on a theme reflecting it’s activities. The Church will be open
each day of the Festival from 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm and longer
on the Saturdays to allow everyone to view the display. Do come
along and see the Christmas Trees-it should be a wonderful sight.
As part of the Christmas Tree Festival, we are holding a
‘Christmas Singalongs’ in the Church on Thursday evening the
16th December at 7 pm.
This will include favourite Christmas songs and carols together
with a few surprises. Everyone is welcome. Come early to have
plenty of time to look at the trees, then stay for coffee, tea and
mince pies. It’s all Free!
Please contact either Annette Dodd 721058 or Dorothy
Wright 721576 for more information either about the Festival
or about our regular monthly meetings on the 3rd Thursday
of each month.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Potteries Building
Supplies
Building materials
Sand/gravel
CALL
decorative gravels
01782
SCREENED topsoil
562222
Bark chippings
BETTER
RAILWAY Sleepers CHEAPER
Roofing Drainage
FASTER
FREE
Landscaping INDIAN
LOCAL
DELIVERY
STONE Insulation
S
Plaster board
N
SEASOING
GREET OUR
TO ALLMERS
CUSTO

Seasons
greeting
to all our
customers

Mixed
Grill packs
and BBQ
Packs now
available

Quality local & home reared

Beef, Lamb,
Pork & Poultry.
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

56 Church Street, Audley.
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Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants
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Don’t forget we have a great range of unusual
Xmas gifts, family presents & Boxed cards.
Why go into town! Check us out!

+ Home delivery news service.
Extended range of magazines. Confectionery.
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Seasons
greetings
to all our
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - customers
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS

Best value locally.

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about
everything you could possibly need all under
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, fishing tackle,
pet food even horse feed - the list goes on and on. Basically
everything apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell
plugs. Drop by and take a look for yourself.

ONS
SEASTING
GREE OUR
RS
TO ALL
OME
CUST

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated? We are agents for
DRY CLEANING.

Pea & Bean seeds in stock.
bulbs, coal and logs.
FOOD re-cycle bags NOW available
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

MILES GREEN GARAGE

For All Occasions

MOT Testing station

Florist Card and Gift Shop
Specialists in funeral flowers
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From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green will take care of it. We can
also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take
care of your vehicle.

For that something special why not try
us for flowers, chocolates, gifts, toys and
a wide selection of greeting cards. We
have something for all occasions.
Selection of gift bags and tags.

Order your
wreaths and
flowers early.
FREE delivery
locally.

Tel: 01782 720333
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

80A Church Street Audley. Telephone: 01782 720060

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

