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January 14th 1895, around six o'clock on a frosty morning at the
Diglake Colliery, this was a start to a day which turned William
Dodd into a parish hero. How do we remember him for helping to
save 40 men & boys on that frosty morning? We let his memorial
head stone fall to the ground, surely he deserves more than this?
Read this heroic story over the next three issues.
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Never to be forgotten, a tribute to a gentle lady.
It is with much sadness that we have to report the death of Jeanette Elizabeth
Johnson (nee Hammersley), who passed away peacefully in September 2006,
aged 45yrs, after a 2 yr battle against breast cancer. Jeanette, the daughter of Alf
& Betty Hammersley of Westfield Avenue Audley. Jeanette was born in the parish
of Audley in 1960 and known for her pleasant cheerful manner.
As a child Jeanette attended the local parish schools of Ravensmead and Halmer
End. After completing her education she decided to join the Staffordshire Police as
a cadet in 1977 and joined the regular force in 1979. Jeanette served her early
police years predominantly in the Stoke area, before becoming the Coroners officer
for two consecutive Staffordshire Coroners.
In 1984, Jeanette married Ian, who also originated from Audley with the service
being held at St James Church. Ian is currently a Detective Chief Inspector in the
Inspector in the Cheshire Constabulary and they have been blessed with two daughters Emma, 13yrs and Katie, 9yrs.
Jeanette transferred from Staffordshire Police to the Cheshire Constabulary in that same year and was posted to Runcorn.
She left the Cheshire force in 1987. In 1990, Ian & Jeanette moved to the village of Aston near Nantwich, where Jeanette
became well known for her support of the local schools and a leader at the local Wrenbury Rainbows & Brownies.
Sadly in October 2004, Jeanette was diagnosed with an aggressive form of breast cancer. Despite having extensive
chemotherapy and radiotherapy the medical staff were unable to prevent the spread of the disease.
Jeanette passed away peacefully at her home on the 5th September 2006. On the day of the funeral at St Margaret's
Church, Wrenbury, over 200 people attended leaving standing room only, including former colleagues of Jeanette both
from Cheshire and Staffordshire Police.
Ian and his family would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who attended on that day also to everyone who
has given them the much needed support over the past two years.
They would also like to thank everyone who kindly donated to Jeannette’s chosen charities, the breast care nursing fund
at Leighton Hospital and the new cancer care unit also at the Leighton Hospital. The donations totalled £1550.00, which
reached just under £2000.00 with the assistance of ‘Gift Aid’. In addition to the above donations Emma, Jeanette’s
daughter and her two friends Penny Whitlow & Jordan Crawley raised money by carol singing throughout the village of
Aston. They raised an amazing £210.00 this again was forwarded to the above charities.
The two poems below were written by Katie 9 and Emma 13, shortly after Jeanette’s death
‘You’re Gone’ When you were here I felt so safe and warm but now you’re gone. You were so brave in this world, I hope
your braveness is in us all. I can’t believe we have to face the whole world on our own. All our tasks are now harder
without you by our side. I don’t see why you left us here, I guess you’re in a better place now not down here suffering in
pain. Give me a sign please, watch over me, protect me from danger. Realise the pain we’re going through. Katie
‘Mum’

A tear that falls but makes no sound,
Slips down my cheek and hits the ground.
I turn around but you’re not there,
And in my heart I feel a tear.
I feel so empty, deep inside,
‘Cause you’re no longer by my side.
I smile because I knew you well,
I frown because I miss your smell.
I laugh because of all the fun,
I cry because you’ve now gone.
But I carry on, head held high,
And don’t let people see me cry.
No one knows of all the pain,
And how I wish to see you again.
You’re gone for now but not forever,
And once again we’ll be together. Emma.

On the 7th December 2006, Ian, Emma and Katie
presented the two cheques to the Breast Cancer Nursing Fund
and to the Macmillan Cancer Support in memory of Jeanette.
Photographs courtesy of the Crewe & Nantwich Chronicle.

Editor
Welcome to another New Year with the Audley Community News, where did that last twelve months go?
Best wishes to everyone for 2007 and I do so hope you continue to enjoy our magazine.
We continue just like we started last year, in thanking all our readers for their support and kind donations. If I
have learned one thing about the people of the Audley Parish over the past three years, it is that they are very
generous, also that they love to read about what has been and is going on throughout the parish.
I have at last experienced the new revamp Audley Theatre on two occasions during the past few weeks, I was
well impressed. What a transformation! This is a place you must now visit.
We can now look forward to the opening of our new Health Centre, which should be open in April. I have
received many comments from people of the parish showing concern over the availability of car parking
facilities at the new centre.
The parking in our village has changed very little, the pedestrian crossing is still a favourite place to park your
vehicle. After walking through the village a few nights ago, I was amazed at the amount of cars parked on the
wider pavements, blocking the walk ways of pedestrians. I decided to look on the car parks and there was a
number of free spaces to be had. What on earth’s going on?
I again appeal for your information, or contributions for our magazine, we are also still looking for those old
photographs for publication.
We still have the high speed racers travelling through the village and it has been mentioned to me that the
village is being used as a rat run for the commercial vehicles. We have seen over the past few months an
increase of a police presence checking for speedy drivers, but of course they can’t be expected to be there very
day. Well that’s enough of my moans and my wife says I’m an expert at that.
Please enjoy your read Ernie / Editor.

Cinder Lane Alleged Foot Path.
The newsletter has been informed, that Staffordshire County Council have now submitted the details of the alleged
footpath to the Secretary of State. In due course the planning inspectorate will make contact to arrange a date for a public
inquiry. As soon as the date is known we will make sure the people of the parish are informed.
It has been reported that Staffordshire County Council are not supporting it but are taking a neutral position.
At a recent Audley Parish Council meeting it was proposed that Mr Stuart West of Bignall End, be asked to present the
case on behalf of the Parish Council. Mr West who has campaigned for this path way to be recognised for a number of
years is well aware of all the relevant details with regards to this path way.
It was also noted at the recent parish council meeting, that the Audley Parish Council have had access along this pathway
since the 1930’s, allowing them to get to the playing field. It was also stated that the Audley Parish Council had done
maintenance to the path way in the past.
Please support the campaign to give our future generation the chance to walk the pathways of our parish.

Quaint View
From the past.
Do you recognise
this view from the
early 1900’s.
We have to thank
Clive Millington
for the repairs he
did to the original
photograph.
Answer on page
30 of the
magazine.

Audley & District Family History Society
The Public Houses of Audley Parish
With brief details of their earliest mention in records held by the society.
Boar’s Head, Heathcote Road, Halmer End. The former farmhouse of the Old Hayswood Estate is first named in 1834
White’s Directory when the publican was William Street. Closed around 1940. Now a private dwelling.
Boughey Arms, 115 High Street, Alsagers Bank. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when the publican was Ralph
Downing. Closed around 1940. Demolished before 1972.
Boughey Arms, 3 Nantwich Road, Audley. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when the publican was John Harding who
was also a maltster. Still open.
Bridge Inn, Dunkirk. Named in 1871 Staffordshire Advertiser newspaper and 1871 census when John Holding was
publican. Closed early 1900’s. Now a private dwelling.
Bridge Inn, Shraley Brook Road, Shraley Brook. Un-named in 1841 census when Charles Burgess was publican.
Named in 1871 census when Charles Hodgkins was innkeeper. Closed soon after 1904. Became private dwelling.
Bull’s Head, 5 Nantwich Road, Audley. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when the publican was George Proctor who
was also a blacksmith. Closed about 1970. Now a private dwelling.
Butchers Arms, Church Street, Audley. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when the publican was Samuel Hilditch, also a
cooper and registrar of births and deaths for Audley District. Rebuilt in 1930’s on the same site. Still open.
Farmer’s Boy, 1 Scot Hay Road, Alsagers Bank. Un-named in 1861 census when Alan Hodgkiss was the publican.
Named in 1881 census when Alfred Cornes was publican. Closed 1970’s. Now a private dwelling.
Gresley Arms, 144 High Street, Alsagers Bank. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when the publican was William Jones.
Closed and ‘ To Let’ at the time of writing.
King’s Head, Church Bank, Audley. Stood next to the Red Lion. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when publican was
John Dean, who was also postmaster for Audley in the days of the mail coach and post horse. No records found after
1933. Later demolished and the land used for churchyard extension.
Oak Arms, Great Oak Road, Bignall End. Un-named in 1871 census when Edward Lawton was the publican. Named in
1933 electoral register but probably after closure. Closure date unknown.
Plough Inn, 2 Ravens Lane. The 1850 Post Office Directory names Mrs Martha White as beer retailer of Ravens Lane.
She was the mother of William White, who appears in the 1861 census as a publican and farmer of Ravens Lane.
Named in 1871 census when George Wood was publican. Still open.
Railway Inn, 10 High Street, Halmer End. Un-named in 1881 census but name appears in Staffordshire Advertiser
newspaper in 1883. Eli Turner was publican at both times. Known also as the Railway Hotel. Still open.
Red Lion, 1 Church Bank, Audley. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when the publican was John Lawton. No records
found after 1936. Now a private dwelling.
Red Lion, 135-137 High Street, Halmer End. Named in 1861 census when George Bailey was the publican. Closed
c.1980. Now private houses.
Rising Sun (Old), Knowl Bank Road, Shraley Brook. Opened as a blacksmith’s premises and first named in 1834
White’s Directory when publican was Adam Glover. Private dwelling following closure. (New), Shraley Brook. Relocated
early 1900’s when John Birkin was publican. Closed in 2001. Now a private dwelling.
Royal Oak, 132 Heathcote Road, Miles Green. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when publican was Thomas Viggers
who was also a wheelwright. Still open.
Staffordshire Knot, High Street, Halmer End. Stood opposite original Halmer End School. Named in 1871 census when
the publican was Joseph Malkin, who was also a coal miner. Closed soon after 1900. Demolished.
Swan Inn, 58 Chapel Street, Bignall End. Named in 1881 census when the publican was Henry Riley who was also a
grocer. Still open.
Vine Inn, 85 High Street, Halmer End. Named in 1871 census when the publican was Benjamin Hulse, who was also a
coal miner. No records found after 1928. Demolished late 1960’s.
Waggon & Horses, Nantwich Road, Audley. Named in 1834 White’s Directory when publican was William Chesters.
Closed about 1985 and was converted into a pub and restaurant which opened in the late 1980’s as The Potters Lodge.
Still open.
Please contact the society or the newsletter editor if you have any old photos or additional information on any of
the above public houses.
Clive Millington

Some of the Public Houses from around the Parish of Audley.

The Boar’s Head can just be seen to
the right of the central row of
buildings.

The Boughey Arms at Alsagers
Bank. 1960’s.

The old Butchers Arms taken in the
1930’s just before it was rebuilt.

The Farmer’s Boy at the junction of
High Street and Scot Hay Road in
Alsagers Bank.

The Gresley Arms can be seen in
Alsagers Bank

Two Halmer End pubs. The
Staffordshire Knot furthest from
camera and the Railway on the right.

Two Audley pubs. Left The Boughey
Arms and below it the white building
was the Bull’s Head.

The Plough around 1900 when
Holloway Stone was the then
licensee.

The Rising Sun ( recent view)
Shraley Brook.

The Red Lion
High Street Halmer End.

The Swan, at the junction of Chapel
Street and Wood Street Bignall End.

The former Red Lion, Audley. It can
be seen opposite to the entrance to
Audley Community Centre.

Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4pm on Wed. 7th March / Wed. 4th April / Wed. 2nd May
Talks 7.30-9pm on Fri. 2nd March / Fri. 4th May
Research 7-9pm on Fri. 6th April
All enquiries: Tel. 01782 720495. E-mail famhist147@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist

The Queensberry Rules. Sign recording contract.
Local Band Hitting the Big time
Local band the Queensberry Rules are starting to make waves on the folk
music scene with their latest album “The Black Dog and other stories”
which was released in July last year.
Brothers Duncan and Gary Wilcox and the third band member Phil Hulse
grew up in Kidsgrove and met each other whilst attending Clough Hall
School. They started playing together at Kidsgrove Sixth form as a 4 piece
band with another member Andrew Blunt. They were originally called The
Mad Dogs & Englishmen but then changed the name to Bonetti and they
travelled many miles to gigs all over the country.
Andrew decided to take a break from the band as he had had enough of all
the travelling without the band receiving any recognition. Duncan, Gary and Phil continued playing with a change of
musical direction and a new name The Queensberry Rules. After 12months of writing material they self released their
debut album “Look Beyond the Physical”, this was then shortly followed by “Heritage and History”.
In July last year they signed a record contract with Fellside Recordings one of the countries largest independent Folk
labels and released the album The Black Dog and other stories. This collection of songs includes the track Stinking
Town which has received rave reviews and has been played several times on Radio 2’s folk shows. The album has
also received extensive airplay in the USA, Australia, Canada and Germany.
Phil now lives in Bignall End, Duncan in Alsagers Bank and Gary is still living in Kidsgrove. They now have extensive
bookings all over the country for the next 12 months and details can be found on their web site
www.thequeensburyrules.net . If you would like to see them in a live concert they are performing at our local
revamped Audley Theatre on Friday 18th March. The event is to be filmed for a future DVD release.
Tickets are only £5 and are available on 01782 720871 or at acousticsquuze@tiscali.co.uk

Audley Brass
Audley Brass, brought the sounds of (Music / Stage and Screen) to Audley in their latest concert which was held at
the Audley Theatre on the 17th February.
The concert was held in aid of St James Church, Audley and the Theatre itself who have both helped accommodate
the band whilst the new rehearsal facility is being built. The new band hall is expected to be finished in March and the
band are looking forward to moving back into their home in Dean Hollow Audley.
The Brass Band were extremely busy over the Christmas period raising money for the new hall, with busking sessions
in the local area and festive concerts. Audley Brass is still in need of funds to complete the building of a new hall and
would welcome donations no matter how small an amount you send. Please send your donations to 83 Chester Road
Audley Sot Staffs ST7 8JF and make cheques payable to Audley Brass. If you have enjoyed the band and would like to
know more about its activities, with regards to purchasing a brick, or just to keep up with the band’s information, why
not visit their web site at:
www.audleybrass.co.uk.
Next concerts to be held in our
local area, are as follows:
Sat 10th March
2007 Regional Championship Burton
Sat 31st March
Ball Green Methodist 7-30pm.
Friday 1st June
Whit Friday March.

Parish couple celebrate 60 years.
Diamonds are forever

On November the 23rd 2006 Doreen and
Cedric Henshall of Audley celebrated their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary 60 years of
marriage.
Doreen & Cedric were married on the 23rd
November 1946, at St Martins Church, St.
Martins, Nr. Oswestry.
Their marriage has been blessed with the
birth of 6 children,13 grandchildren and up
to the present time 14 great grandchildren.
Doreen & Cedric have lived in Meadowside
Avenue Audley for the past 47 years.
Please accept our congratulations and best
wishes. Editor.

Post Office Closures
Mrs A P Wilkes of Audley Post Offices writes to say she’s been asked
what is happening with the closure of Post Offices and are we likely to
see any in the parish.
The honest answer is she does not know.
Subject to Government National Consultation process they do not
expect more than 2500 branches to close, with around 500 of these
being replaced by part time offices open for about 8-10 hours a week.
The deadline for the Consultation is 8th March 2007. Then the Post
Office will be in a position to begin preparing its more detail plan.
So why is the Government closing Post Offices? It says 4 million
fewer people are using the Post Office each week than two years ago
and the network is losing money.
Whilst there is no closure list the Government says that some types of
post office are more likely to close than others. The Post Offices most
likely to shut are those which are least used and non commercial
offices in areas of over-provision where people can find alternative
branches nearby.
How many of our readers were asked to change their benefits from
Post Office to the Bank and how many of our readers are allowed to
pay their TV licence at the post office? Why has the Government
been taking £168 million off contracts of the Post Office for the last 8
years? Could this be why 4 million fewer people are using the
Post Office?

Ern Phillips Memorial Trophy.
Audley Workingmen's Club once again held it’s annual indoor bowls
competition (Ern Phillips Memorial trophy) in February 2007. They
received 32 entries from all over the Potteries to compete for the prize.
The 32 entries were then drawn into pairs for the competition.
Winners:
Kath Ford & Mick Weaver.
Runner-up:
Bill Yates Ann Woodward.

Audley & District W.I
Hi! You’ll be glad to hear I’m still here, I haven't gone to be a Buskers Moll, you wouldn't believe the stick
I’ve had over my last article in the Audley Community News. I was walking about incognito for a month, I was
constantly informed of disreputable women who were Molls in the olden days, e.g Nell Gwynne. Apparently
you could always identify them and the conversation was “ You can tell she’s a Moll”. I can’t quite decide whether it’s
complimentary or not. I happened to see Eric Newton busking in Newcastle, he said laughing “Have you thought about the
job as Moll”. I informed him of the mither he’d got me into, so I forwarded him a copy of the newsletter as he requested.
If you have read about the trouble in the press about the W.I. magazine (its nothing to do with me) you’ll be pleased that
Audley is carrying on even though the majority are not in agreement. We will see what next year brings.
Our first meeting was regarding The Donna Louise Trust and we will be presenting them with a cheque for £189.51,
which we have raised over the last year from the sale of cakes and cards.
Rev Jenny MacGregor will be a visitor in March and then Vivian Edwards who is married to a millionaire, I think it was due
to a TV show. We have lots to look forward to this coming year.
Unfortunately we were very disappointed with our Christmas party, after the restaurant was recommended they had a
change in management and it didn't come up to standards. We manage to get through the night due to the great company
we had around us. Let’s hope our next Christmas party makes up for it.
We had a night of laughter at the Audley theatre, Ali Baba & The Forty Thieves, what a lovely revamp our theatre has
had. You must go and try the theatre, it’s a great night out.
Well that’s all from me this time, don’t forget anyone is welcome at our meetings, we do have a laugh.
Ta! Ta! Anne.

Readers Letters
Dear Editor
First of all I’d like to thank you and your colleagues for giving your
time and expertise to provide the Audley Community News, not
only to the local people, but also the life line that you must give to
many people who now live all over the world.

Qualified
Carer

Audley

Designer Dog

Dog
Care Centre

I find it amazing the response you receive from your various items
of news and I am sure this must give you encouragement to carry
on producing your magazine.
Although I have lived on Alsagers Bank for 33 years, I have
learned to appreciate through the Community News, the history
that surrounds not only my village, but the surrounding area.
I love the talent of the budding poets, I must confess that Mr D
Bate gets top marks, being a dog lover “Beware of the Dog” is
my favourite.
I wish to thank you for giving me many happy hours of reading
and rereading.
Kind regards & God Bless
Vera Rowley Alsagers Bank.
Dear Editor,
In reply to an enquiry in your Christmas issue by ‘Ellie
Pemberton’, who wanted to know the words to a song that
she used to sing as a child. The words are as follows:
Mary Ellen at the church turned up
Her Ma turned up and her Pa turned up
Her sister Gert and her rich uncle Bert
And the parson in his white shirt turned up
No Bridegroom with the ring turned up
But the telegram boy with his nose turned up
Brought a telegram that said he didn’t want to wed
And they found him in the river
With his toes turned up.
I do hope this will be of use.
Yours sincerely Jean Bloor Halmer End.
Editors comments: We at the Newsletter are most grateful
to everyone who sent in the words to the song. Thanks.
Dear Editor,
Congratulations on your What’s on Page.
Thank you for including details of the Macclesfield
Astronomical Society, in your Autumn issue. The feedback
from this article was extremely surprising with several new
members being made from the Audley Parish. I note that
this has also prompted the North Staffs astronomical
Society to place a notice in your latest issue.
Due to the level of interest shown so far, I have decided to
issue regular night sky charts, meeting notices and
astronomy starter packs to Ravensmead C.P School and Sir
Thomas Boughey High School. This information will also
be offered for display in our village library.
Once again many thanks for your help.
Ray Rutter
Macclesfield Astronomical Society.

Professional Grooming Service
For all Breeds
Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc.
Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,
ST7 8PY

Personal Friendly Service
All For Your Dogs Well Being
Dear Editor,
While I really enjoy the Audley Community
News, I was most disturbed to read the begging
letter from Sue Cameron, so could you or any of
your readers explain to me why we are being
asked to make donations to Wilbraham House
Care Home. I was under the impression that this
was not a charity but run as a commercial profit
making venture and as all these old people pay
quite a hefty sum to be looked after, surely it is
up to the owners to make any improvements to
the grounds out of their not so small profit..
Yours sincerely J Daley Audley.
Dear Editor
It was with much sadness that I read in your
Christmas issue of the sad death of two people of
the parish.
Nancy Ruscoe who I went to school with and
who I often saw at the local cinema in the
1930’s, she will be a very sad lost to the village.
Dennis Litchfield of Miles Green whom
I also knew as a lad and was well known in the
local parish. It was very sad to hear of his death.
They were both staunch parishioners who greatly
added to the prestige of the Audley Community
during their life time.
Please accept my deepest condolences.
Jack Warham Dorset.

Dear Editor,
I read with interest in issue 14 of your magazine a request for information or details with regards to
Woodhouse Farm Wood Lane, this article took me back to my childhood days. As a young boy in 1940 I worked
as a milk boy, delivering milk in the village of Wood Lane, for more than ten years for a Mr George Platt. I only
worked on a Saturday and Sunday as I was just a young school boy at the time.
We delivered milk in those days by the use of a churn which sat on two wheels, having to pull the cart as we went
along our way. The milk was then measured out with either a half pint or full pint measure, into jugs provided by
the customer. As the churn started to empty it would then be topped up when we reached the bottom of High Street
Wood Lane and then again at the Old Post Office in Apedale Road Wood Lane. These were very enjoyable times
for me as a boy, just a way to make a few pennies to get those extra treats.
I also have many happy memories of Woodhouse Farm when helping around the farm, especially at harvest time
when we were collecting the Hay and Corn harvest. I can still smell that aroma from the hay as it was gathered to
be stored in the barn, our treat of the day was to be allowed to ride the working horses, as there were no
tractors and very little machinery for farm use.
I wish to thank your magazine for the wonderful memories that you have brought back to me and obviously the
many readers who have written to your magazine in appreciation. The Audley Community News gets better with
each issue you publish and your subscription service is excellent. As soon as I have read the magazine I then pass
it on a number of friends to read, even though they don't live in the parish, they love to read it. The parish of
Audley should be proud to have such a magazine available, as I have heard many envious comments to the quality
of your magazine, from people living in other villages who have no such parish magazine to read.
Please-please keep up the excellent work.
Photographs below show Woodhouse Farm.
Best wishes
John Brayford (Ex Wood Lane now Knutton)
Woodhouse Farm

Christmas Fayre
The Children of Audley Residents Association held their
( Christmas Fayre) on the 9th December 2006, at the
Audley & District Community Centre. With items donated by
people from the parish, the fayre raised over £400, this will
be put into Associations funds, which is in aid of the new
Recreation / Sports Area hopefully to be built in Wereton
Audley. Chairman of the Children of Audley Residents
Association Kevin Phillips, contacted the newsletter to
express the committees gratitude to the public for their
kind donation and support.
Once again a big thank you must also go to all the helpers
who made this a very successful event.

Young Girls delivering milk in Wood Lane.

Dear Editor
Re-information about Audley Cinema.
Audley Theatre as it is now known, was owned by a Mr Castle
as a Cinema, before it was sold and turned into a theatre.
I recall Ken Taylor, he was the projectionist and odd job man
at the time. Ken’s wife Margaret (Margret Aldersea) was the
Usherette, with Ada Ratcliffe as the receptionist at the foyer
selling you the tickets. Ada had other duties as the cinema
Bookkeeper and also paid the wages out.
I went to work as a usherette at the Cinema with Margaret in
1960, where I met my husband Michael and I stayed there
until 1965-6.
We still have lovely memories of Audley Cinema.
Thank you for creating such an interesting news paper.
June Dale (Barnett) Madeley.

Love and Simplicity
Behold I captured in my heart,
A scene so wondrous, which became a part.
Of unspoilt beauty peace and calm,
Where one can sit without fear or harm.
And from this castle, this fortress wall,
Where courage leads from those who fall.
And hopes rise high towards the sky,
Whilst hours flow quickly by and by.
Some cows, a horse, some sheep, a dog,
Some flowers, a child, some trees and a frog.
The rapture shrill with murmured words,
Of scented wind and singing birds.

Readers Poetry & Rhyme
Don’t Say You Are English by Vera Rowley
Goodbye to my England, so long my old friend
Your days are now numbered, being brought to an end.
To be Scottish or Irish or Welsh, that’s just fine
But don’t say you’re English, that’s way out of line.
The French and the German’s may call themselves such
As may the Norwegians, the Swedes and the Dutch.
You can say you are Russian, or maybe a Dane
But don’t say you’re English ever again.
At broadcasting house that word is taboo
In Brussels they’ve scrapped it, in parliament too.

This place I hold and treasure dear,
And only a fool would stray from here.
But I found this glory, this blessed rest,
And in my heart it stays caressed.

Even schools are affected; Staff do as they’re told
You mustn’t teach children about England of old.

On this slope there is a door,
Which opens to the world before.
Where all is seen by promised eyes,
And nought but joy alone here lies.

How about Agincourt, Hastings and Mons
When England lost hosts of her favourite sons.

I cannot give that, which I loan,
Or keep this treasure for my own.
But to those hearts of deep despair,
I can promise Love and hope up there.

Or of writers like Shakespeare, Milton or Shaw
Do pupils not learn about them anymore?

We are not Europeans, how can we be?
Europe is miles away over the sea.
We're English from England, let’s all be proud
Stand up and be counted, shout it aloud.

Peter W. Hodgkins

Let’s tell our government and Brussels' too
That we’re proud of our heritage and the Red White and Blue.

A Song of Cheer by Derrick Bate

Fly the flag of St George or the Union Jack
Let the world know, we want our England Back.

Biting cold, a night pitched black
Not long since the shortest day
Wrapped in duvet, eyes tight shut
Quiet and still from work and play
When a robin starts to sing.
Light reveals a frosty morn
Covered lawns in powdery white
Hats and gloves now to be worn
Windows de iced as cars take flight
And a Robin is heard to sing.
Hot water poured on garden pond
Heating systems at full pelt
Not the time to count the cost
Must now keep warm not tighten belt
Yet a Robin is heard to sing.
Thoughts of “lobby”, stewing steak and veg
Wholesome food to always please
Feathered friends need goodness too
Small Cheddar cubes their chosen cheese
And a grateful Robin sings.
All too soon the evening falls
Curtains drawn, switched on TV
Relaxed, content or making plans
In the bosom of the family
When goodnight a Robin sings.

“A Dram of Whisky” Peter W. Hodgkins
“I’m dying”, said the old man.
Our hearts filled up with sorrow.
“ Perhaps a dram of whisky - - - - -,
Will help me see tomorrow”.
“I’m dying”, said the old man.
“I feel I’m on my way”.
“Perhaps a dram of whisky” - - - -,
Will help me see another day”.
“I’m dying”, said the old man.
We all began to pray.
“Perhaps a dram of whisky - - - - -,
Will give me cause to stay”.
His eyelids quivered and then closed,
His long sigh finished without breath.
His hand held tightly to the glass,
And all given signs spelt death.
But all is not what it would seem,
For when we turned to go,
His hand shot out with force and strength,
His voice echoed to let us know.
“I’m dying have I told you”,
“It’s really difficult for me to speak”,
“But leave the bottle of whisky - - - -”,
“See you, same time, same place, next week”.

This letter from Mrs I.L. Collinge of Saltburn-By-Sea was sent to us on the 26th April 2005 but unfortunately it was
delivered to the Old Council Offices in the village and has only just been passed on to us. We have managed to
contact Mrs Collinge who had almost forgotten that she had written the letter, but would be pleased if we published
it.
Dear Editor
I have just recently received a copy of the Audley Community Newsletter, which was kindly sent to me by my cousin who
lives in Miles Green. As I am a much older exile of Audley, I was surprised but delighted with its contents. I was born in
Booth Street, Wereton Road Audley in 1921 and lived there until I was 14½ years old.
I attended the Infants School, Junior School and Ravens Lane Senior School. I don't recall any of the teachers names from
the Infant School, but at the Junior School, the Headmaster was a Mr. Higginson, I recall a Miss Brassington and a Mr.
College. At Ravensmead our Headmaster was Mr. Bowers who taught music and also trained the choir. There was also Mr.
Smith (History), Mr. Thorpe (Geography), Miss Bailey (English and French) Miss Riley who took the girls for P.E., netball and
hockey. There were other teachers of course but their names eluded me. By the way boys and girls had both separate
playgrounds and cloakrooms in the Junior and Senior schools.
I left home when I was 14½ to work in Presbury in Cheshire and every other Saturday I was allowed to go off a little earlier
to enable me to catch 2 trains and 2 buses to get home. After a while I was able to buy myself a bicycle and during the
summer I used to cycle home. I remember we had glorious summers in those days and traffic was nil and although it was a
long way I did enjoy the journey. So you see I didn’t desert Audley until much later on.
In your newsletter there are some names that were around all those years ago. In my days there must have been 4 or 5
butchers shops and 2 chemists, Mcellins and the other Mcloghans. There was a pub opposite the Junior school and if one
turned left at the school gate and walked a bit along the street, that was where the cinema was situated. The children had a
Saturday morning matinee, which cost tuppence (in old money) to get in and it was the highlight of the week. I wonder if it
is still there? Also in the same street was where Mainwarings Buses used to park whilst waiting for passengers to go to
Newcastle. At the corner was Warhams shop, I think amongst other things they sold wallpaper. Further up on the same side
was a fruit shop, florist, the Post Office and the double fronted Co-op with the drapery upstairs. Carrying on up the road
there was the Methodist Chapel and opposite across the road Heaths paper shop, so you can see that name has been in
Audley a very long time. Moving on up the road passing houses on both sides is Horseleys shop, set back a little from the
road and next but one to the Doctors big house (someone in your letter mentioned it) at the top of Hougher Wall. Many is the
time I used to walk to the bottom of Hougher Wall and turn left to go up Grassy Lane to visit my Aunt and cousin who lived
there, only about five cottages, (I bet it is all built up now). Returning to the top of Hougher Wall, the shop on the corner I
think was Proctors, turn left and Wereton Road begins. Carrying on along the road is Taylor’s sweet shop and at the back of
it were a few cottages, (I suppose they have been pulled down now) where my friend Mildred Heywood lived. I used to call
for her every morning so we could walk to school together. Still on Wereton Road, houses on either side and higher up was
the Labour Exchange, next door to the Doctors house where the surgery was and after a while a new surgery was built on
the back driveway.
Opposite the surgery was Mr. Booth’s farm (another name mentioned in the newsletter) the front being on Wereton Road,
but the back way to the house was in Booth Street. I remember the Salvation Army
Hall being on Wereton Road next door to which was a fish and chip shop belonging
to the Darlingtons.
A lady wrote in the newsletter that she was born in Mellard Street and I used to go to
an old ladies house in the same street for a bottle of ginger beer for my Grandad to
have with his Sunday dinner (the old lady made it herself). Also Grandma had two
brothers living in Mellard Street by the name of Stubbs. At the entrance of Mellard
Street was Warburton’s grocers shop and at the other end corner Heath’s bakers
shop. Still on Wereton Road passing numerous houses and on a bank going down
to the Gas Works (I wonder if that is still there, the smell was awful when one passed
it) was a lovely house on its own, where Grandma’s sister lived. I remember many
years ago a relation of mine sent me a Weekly Sentinel and on the front page was
the headline “Still skipping at ninety”, yes it was Grandma’s sister Mrs Scrivens.
See photo on the right.
Thanks for listening.
Read about my experiences during the war in the next issue of the newsletter.

Food For Thought
Salmon Fishcakes

Steamed Simnel Pudding

350gm/12ozs salmon fillets, skinned and boned
Milk, for poaching
650gm/1lb 7ozs potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks
1 tblsp tomato ketchup
2 tsp Dijon mustard
2 spring onions, finely sliced
Plain flour, for dusting
Sunflower oil, for shallow frying
Salt and pepper

100gm/4ozs butter
100gm/4ozs caster sugar
2 eggs
1 egg yolk
200gm/7ozs self raising flour
50gm/2ozs sultanas
50gm/2ozs currants
25gm/1oz glace cherries
25gm/1oz candied peel
Put the salmon in a large shallow saucepan and just cover 75gm/3ozs marzipan, cut into small
with milk. Bring to the boil, then reduce the heat and
cubes
simmer for 3 to 4mins or until cooked.
Lightly butter and flour a 1.2 litre/2 pint
Lift out the fish and reserve the poaching milk. Leave
the salmon to cool slightly, then flake the fish into large pudding basin. Put the butter, sugar,
eggs, egg yolk & flour into a bowl or food
chunks, removing any bones.
Meanwhile boil the potatoes until tender, then drain and processor and blend until smooth.
mash with 2 to 3 tablespoons of the poaching milk—you Fold in the fruits and the marzipan.
need quite a dry but lump free mash.
Spoon the mixture into the basin and
Stir in the ketchup, spring onions and half the salmon
cover with cling film pierced with the
into the potatoes. Season with salt and pepper and mix
point of a knife.
until well combined. Add the remaining salmon and mix Steam the pudding over boiling water for
gently to avoid breaking up the pieces of fish.
1hour 45mins.
Dust a plate and your hands with flour and shape the
Serve with warmed custard.
mixture into fishcakes, then lightly coat each cake in the
flour. Put the fishcakes on a baking sheet and refrigerate
Chocolate Coconut Slices
for 30mins. Heat enough oil to cover the base of your
frying pan and cook the fishcakes for 3mins on each side 6ozs/175gm margarine
3ozs/ 75gm brown sugar
or until crisp and golden.
4ozs/100gm coconut
Children will love them.
6ozs/175gm self raising flour
1 dessertspoon cocoa
Lemon Curd
Cooking chocolate
2 large lemons
Melt the margarine in a large pan and then add
85gm/3ozs butter
other ingredients (except the chocolate) and stir
225gm/8ozs sugar
over a low heat.
3 eggs lightly beaten
Wash and dry the lemons. Finely grate the rind. Squeeze the Turn mixture into a greased swiss roll tin and
bake at Gas Mark 4/180C/350F for 25minutes.
juice into a heavy saucepan and add the butter, sugar and
lemon rind. Add the eggs and heat very gently, stirring all the Cool a little, then smooth melted cooking
time until the mixture is thick. Strain into another pan then chocolate on the top and mark into squares.
Recipe sent to us by Cath Bradley of
ladle into sterilized jars.
Newcastle Staffs.

Cooking Tips
When cooking cabbage etc. add a bayleaf this will
reduce the smell during cooking and also gives a
pleasant flavour.
If you need to keep peeled potatoes put them in water
then place a slice of bread on top, this stops them
going brown
To remove strong odours from chopping boards, such
as onion and garlic, squeeze lemon juice onto the
board and wipe with a damp cloth.

The Perfect Fit
Garment Alteration
&
Repairs
Tel: Joanne

(01782) 729169

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE
………. best value locally
In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock
Some thing's you may not know:► We stock Car Accessories - from Fuses & Bulbs - to Oil & Antifreeze - we can
even order Number Plates & Spares for you.
► We are agents for DRY CLEANING
► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in!
► Need to send a fax or have something laminated?

Then come & see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End
Tele: 01782 729113

Your friendly, village store
The Rotary Club of Audley
The Rotary Club have had a very busy, but successful Christmas and New Year.
Yet again, the villages in our area have been wonderfully generous.
The Santa collections raised a marvellous £4,500. These donations will be used to fund our various charity
projects during the year and help us to be able to respond quickly to new, urgent needs.
The ‘Tree of Light’ has again exceeded all expectations and raised £800 for The Donna Louise Trust.
From all of the Rotary Club, a very big ‘thank-you’ to all of the people of in our community who contributed
so much.
We have also been active with the local schools. We assisted Madeley High with their Industry Day and
performed mock interviews with pupils from Chesterton High.
In the near future, we have our ‘Young Chef’ competitions, with Chesterton and Madeley schools taking part.
The club has also assisted Madeley Scouts in repairs and refurbishment of their hut in Madeley. We also
provided stewards for the Betley Bonfire.
On the social side, we all enjoyed our Christmas meal at the Butchers Arms and we have had some very
interesting speakers over the last few months. We are still involved in our District quiz and are through to the
quarter-finals of the Ten Pin Bowling competition.
Looking to the future; we are currently working with Audley Brass Band and Audley First Responders to see
how we can assist them with their projects. Both organisations need the support of the community to help
them carry on their good work.
We also plan to run a Curry Night and Go-Karting to raise funds for various projects.
Neil Ginnis
Rotary Contacts
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net)
Secretary:

David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net)

Audley Community News wish to take this opportunity to thank The Rotary Club of Audley, for their
continued support and most welcomed donation. Editor.

Audley Christian View Point
Easter Message
It’s near Easter and I have a question for you.
There was one day in Holy Week when Jesus had no public engagements.
From Palm Sunday to Resurrection Day we know what he did.
The question is
What did he do on Wednesday?
Sunday was a triumph.
Excited crowds with palm branches.
Suspicious, religious.
Jesus riding at eye level into Jerusalem
(on the colt of an ass).
Riding into trouble with a capital T.
And –knowing-ALL knowing
Think of that.
He did it for you.
Monday inside a Temple.
De-cluttering all that hindered prayer.
Anything that exploited the people.
He was alone, letting his anger show.
He did it for you.
Tuesday outsmarting the questioners.
Stamping His authority on His world.
Telling of end times and of His second coming.
Judas agrees to betray him.
Jesus-all knowing-carries on regardless.
He did it for you.
Thursday a farewell supper with friends.
Such love, such peace, such passion,
He even prays for YOU.
Gethsemane. Obedience personified.
Betrayal, arrest. An ear restored.
Led away. Solitary now as the Scriptures
Are fulfilled.
He did it for you.
Friday, a trumped up trial. Disowned by a friend.
Mocked, spat upon and crucified, on an eye level cross,
On a Jerusalem rubbish dump.
He did it for you.
Saturday - entombed
He stayed there for you.
Sunday - when darkest dark became LIGHTEST LIGHT!
And Wednesday?
Was it a “duvet day” - a day for prayer and
Bethany fellowship or ……?
Well, whatever he did
HE DID IT FOR YOU
****************
Barbara Jones
Audley Christian View Point.

Audley’s
Mothers Union

The Mother’s Union has been established
for more than 130 years and we are proud
to say that we have been at St James’
Church for more than 70 years.
The Mother’s Union is a world wide
organisation, with over 3.6 million
members being in 76 countries.
The Aim and Objectives of the Mothers
Union are:
The Aim of the Society is the
advancement of the Christian religion in
the sphere of marriage and family life. In
order to carry out this Aim, its Objectives
are:
1.
To uphold Christ’s teaching on
the nature of marriage and
promote its wider understanding.
2.
To encourage parents to bring up
their children in the faith of the
Church.
3.
To maintain a worldwide
fellowship of Christians united in
prayer, worship and service.
4.
To promote conditions in society
favourable to stable family life
and the protection of children.
5.
To help those whose family life
has met with adversity.
Meetings are held on the third
Thursday of the month, at 7:15pm,
In St James’ Church Hall
All are welcome.
Calendar Dates 2007:
Social Events:
March 2nd
Women’s World Day of Prayer
March 26th
Lady Day Service St Andrew’s Porthill.
Monthly Meetings:
March 15th The Donna Louise Trust
Les Lear.
April 19th
Easter Hymns & faith supper
May 17th
Revd. Jennie MacGregor.
Details from Wendy Jessop
Tele: 01782 720381

Roy Washington
We sadly report the death of Roy Washington (pictured on the left)
aged 82 who died at his home in San Clemente, California in
November 2006.
Roy was born in Bignall End and was the brother of Marjorie and
Ernest Washington. Although he hadn’t lived locally for many years
the Washington's were a large family and we are sure many locals will
remember him.
During the war Roy was in the RAF and on leaving joined the
police force in Blackpool in the late 40’s. In the early 1950’s Roy and
his family emigrated to California.
To his family and friends please accept our condolences.

AUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH
Cedric Pepper.
Cedric Pepper of Rye Hills Audley, sadly passed
away on 24th December 2006 aged 80. Cedric
whose wife was deceased, leaves two daughters
and two sons. Cedric’s grandfather George was a
founder member of the Halmer End Workingmen’s
Club. Cedric was also well known for his support for
the Club spending many years as a member of its
committee. During the War he served in the RAF
and then spent the rest of his working life as a civil
engineer. Cedric loved football and played as a
youth for our local village teams.
His funeral was held at St James Church Audley on
the 10th January 2007.
To his family and friends please accept our
condolences.
Mrs Lillian France
We sadly report the death of Mrs Lillian France
(formerly Mrs Shaw), aged 91 who past away on
the 28th January 2007. Mrs France who had lived
in Chapel Street Bignall End for most of her life,
was a resident of the Poplars Nursing Home
Alsagers Bank for the past few months.
She leaves a son Michael, daughter-in-law
Margaret and Matt & Paul her two grandsons.
Please accept our deepest condolences.
Alice Gilmore (nee McKeating)
We have been informed of the sudden death of
Alice Gilmore aged 58, who past away on the
29th January.
Alice who recently became a resident of
Bignall End was such a jolly smiley person
who always went out of her way to make
conversation with whom ever she met.
Alice who leaves a son Norman and daughter
Yvonne will be sadly missed by all who knew
her. Please accept our condolences.

Offers a warm welcome to all at the following services & events.
We meet on Sundays at 10.30am & 6.00pm. Junior Church at
10.30am. Family Service 1st Sunday in the month at 10.30am.
During Lent and Easter we will be sharing in a Maundy Thursday
Supper on 5th April at Halmer End Methodist Church.
Good Friday walk of witness on 6th April meeting at St James’
Church at 10.00am and service in car park at 10.30am.
Good Friday evening worship at Halmer End Church.
Easter Sunday (8th April) early morning communion at Audley
Methodist Church at 8.00am with Rev’d Jenny MacGregor.
Morning service at 10.30am with Mrs Shelia Heap and evening
worship At 6.00pm with Rev’d Cecil Mann.
Please come and join us:
10th March Sausage & Mash Lunch 11.00am and 1.30pm.
Stalls, Raffle, Tea & Coffee. Lunch will be served from 11.45am.
7th April
Join us for coffee and hot cross buns in the Church
Hall between10.30am & 12.30pm. Bring & Buy and other stalls.
Or come along and enjoy a chat.
14th April
You are invited to a fund raising event in the
Church Hall between 1.00pm & 5.00pm, to raise funds for the
Lymphoma cancer Ward at The University Hospital of North
Staffordshire. Various stalls including cakes, gifts, baby knitwear &
craft, tombola and raffle. Buffet style refreshments available.
All are very welcome and your support of this worthy cause would
be much appreciated.
19th May
The Potting Shed will be held between 10.30am &
12.30pm. Plants for sale, cake & gift stall, tea & coffee.
Please come and join us.
For any further details on any of our services or events please call
Carolyn in the Church offices on 01782 722755
Office open Monday-Thursday 9.00am — 12noon.

“He’s A Hero, That Man Is”
Diglake Mining Disaster

William Dodd’s fallen head stone.

William Dodd 1852 –1907
On 9th March, 1895 at Windsor Castle, Her Majesty Queen Victoria presented the
gold Albert Medal to a 42-year-old man from Bignall End, near Audley, Staffordshire.
Victoria had created the Albert Medal some thirty years earlier to recognise those
who had saved the lives of others and named it after her beloved late husband
Albert. It later became more well-known as the George Cross.
The man from Bignall End was William Dodd and the lives he saved were those of
almost forty men & boys at Diglake Colliery where he was an under-manager
during the terrible flood on the morning of Monday 14th of January 1895.
But William wasn’t a native of Audley and he wasn’t always a coal miner. His birth
certificate shows that he was born on 16th May 1852 in Bickerton, Cheshire, the
son of 23 year-old Martha Dodd. The certificate is silent on the subject of William’s
father, although at the time of the 1851 census taken on 30th March, Martha was
working as a house servant for Thomas Cornes, master wheelwright and farmer in Burland, Cheshire.
William’s early years would have been spent in his grandparent’s house on Bickerton Hill, where his grandfather worked as
a shoemaker. However, when he was three, his mother married George Taylor, a miner from Woore, at Audlem St James.
By 1861, Martha and George had moved away to Wood Lane, Audley, where George worked as a coal miner, with their
three young sons, George, Joseph and Amos.
Eight-year-old William, however, remained at home in Bickerton with his grandparents, William and Mary Dodd. From the
evidence of the census returns, it seems unlikely that he ever lived with his mother and her new family. By 1871, William
Senior and Mary were in their late seventies and William aged 19 was still with them working as an agricultural labourer.
But the next couple of years brought great changes for the young William. On the 14th of April 1873, he married Ann
Johnson at the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in Audley. Ann was the daughter of local colliery bailiff, Benjamin Johnson;
perhaps William met her whilst visiting his mother in Wood Lane, or perhaps he had come to know her through her father,
who he may already have been working alongside as a coal miner at Diglake Colliery. Their marriage was witnessed by
Ann’s sister, Rachel Johnson, and local man John Henshall.
Just over a year later, on 25th May 1874, William and Ann were blessed with a son, Arthur William. However, William's new
life with Ann and their son was sadly not to last; Ann died of tuberculosis on 27th May 1876 at their home in Ravens Lane,
two days after Arthur's second birthday.
It’s possible that William and his young son moved in with Ann's parents the Johnsons so that there was someone to care
for Arthur while William was at work. However, just over a year after the death of his mother, little Arthur too passed away,
aged just three, on 12th July 1877. He is buried alongside his mother and her sister Rachel Johnson who died at the age
of 18 in the churchyard of St James, Audley.
At the time of the 1881 census, William was working as a coal miner and still living with Ann’s parents Benjamin and
Elizabeth Johnson on Bignall Hill. Benjamin had risen by this time to become colliery manager, possibly at Diglake which
was just nearby, close to Audley Station. Next door to the Johnsons lived the Emberton family. John Emberton was a
farmer of 82 acres and had two daughters aged 40 and 41, still unmarried. In the autumn of 1882, William married the
younger of the two, Elizabeth. He was 30 and she was some ten years his senior.
This was probably a ‘good marriage’ for William; the Embertons were a well-respected local family. But William himself
was going up in the world; on 24th December 1881 he had become a member of Court 5288 of the Ancient Order of
Foresters, and would later become their treasurer. The Foresters were a ‘Friendly Society’, allowing working families to
save towards a rainy day, offering assistance should the unthinkable happen and the family’s breadwinner was injured, or
worse. Many local families would be glad of this assistance within a few short years.
As well as becoming a member of the Foresters and also the OddFellows another Friendly Society William was also
studying. Then on 5th July 1889, he received the mining certificate which allowed him to become an under-manager at
Diglake. Then by the time of the 1891 census, he and Elizabeth were living in Diglake, a few steps from the colliery where
over 250 local men and boys worked. William was 39 years old.
Continue

And so we come to the frosty morning of Monday, January 14th, 1895 – probably the most important day of William’s
entire life. Two hundred and forty or so local men and boys had started work in Diglake Colliery at around six in the
morning, and were going about their normal business of getting the coal. Diglake was a large, established pit, with an
excellent safety record. It had two main shafts at the site next to Audley Station, to the east of the Plough Inn and a third
at the site formerly worked as Boyles Hall Colliery closer to Boon Hill. The workforce was largely split between the West 8
Foot Workings, the East 7 Foot Workings and the new East 10 Ft Workings. The 10 Foot was being extended at the time,
bringing the miners ever closer to nearby abandoned workings, closed down some fifty years earlier.
The pit owners had detailed plans of the older workings, and planned to leave a substantial barrier of coal between them
and the newer 10 Foot Seam to ensure safety. So when the fireman on the 10 Ft Workings, William Sproston, fired an
explosive shot at around 11am that morning, he was expecting nothing more than to extend the workings by a few feet.
Exactly what happened when William Sproston fired that shot, no-one will ever know. His son, Bill, who was 16 at the
time, had been on an errand for his father and described hearing a sound ‘like thunder’. Seconds later he was washed
away by a torrent of freezing water which swept him off his feet and carried him down the dip towards the pit shaft. His life
was saved only by the prompt action of miner Richard Howle, who was able to reach out and grab Bill by the hair as he
was washed past. Bill survived, but would never see his father, uncle or cousins again.
At the moment disaster struck on that Monday morning, William Dodd was in his office near the bottom of No. 2 shaft. His
actions were to save the lives of nearly 40 of the men and boys in the flooding pit. However, it was Wednesday before
reporters from the local paper were to discover his part in the events. The following paragraphs were printed in the
Sentinel newspaper on Wednesday, 16th January, 1895, and contain William’s own account of the Diglake disaster:
“Up to the present time we have not been able to give an authentic account of the experience of the highly-respected
under-manager, William Dodd. The weight of the disaster and the anxious desire on his part to devote all his attention to
the work of rescuing the entombed men have prevented Mr Dodd giving any of our representatives an interview. During
the last few hours our Audley correspondent has succeeded in gleaning the following particulars from Mr Dodd in the
course of a very short interview. Perhaps before giving the result of the interview it would be well to say that Mr Dodd has
worked at this colliery between twenty to thirty years and has worked his way up from an ordinary miner to present
position as under-manager. There is every probability that he will sit for his first-class manager’s certificate. He is greatly
respected by all the workmen and is held in very high esteem by the other officials and owners of the colliery.
Mr Dodd’s story in his own words is as follows: Written by Susan Bradley See next issue of the Newsletter!
Views of the Diglake during a normal days work

Empty coal trucks being taken to pit head

Early memories of the Theatre Ron Bourne.
The Audley Theatre was purchased in March 1967, by the already formed theatre group, who were then performing in the
St James Church Hall. It took two years to convert, by using interest free loans from members and fund raising events.
The Theatre was officially opened by Jacky Trent. At the present time we are trying to bring Jacky back to the theatre for a
second reopening.
The first production held at the theatre in October 1969 was “All in good time” featuring the players, Bryan Williams, Reg
Johnson, Arlene (Nixon) Baylay, Valda Poole, Stephen Jervis, John Hincks, Ann Heath, Susan (Cliff) Henshall, Les
Thomason, David Webb, John Williams and this shows the dedication of a number of the players, as after 38 years of the
theatre being in existence, we are still being entertained by a number of the original actors. Ron.

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
John Jackson
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS & FREEZER
ORDERS VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE

Tel: (01782) 720737 OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK
Audley Workingmen's Club.

A Ghost Town?

The trend continues with the closure of
retail businesses and shops in the village of
Audley. This seems to be an ongoing
concern for our village and no one seems to
have the answer as to why?
All we see are shops being boarded up
and businesses closing, this also means
the loss of employment in the parish.
Over the past few months I have had the
opportunity to speak to a number of store
owners, who are very, very concerned
with the lack of shoppers using the village.
Do any of our readers have any answers to
Everyone is most welcome, please contact the club for membership. this problem.
Please contact the Editor.
Contact the secretary Tele: 01782 722027
It has been announced by the committee of Audley Workingmen’s Club
that a decision has been made to sell off the rear car park area, for
proposed building land. This decision has been debated for quite a while,
as they now see less visitors who drive to the club and find that the car
park area is therefore not used. Audley Workingmen’s Club is probably
one of a very few clubs in the area who can announce that they have made
a profit over the past twelve months. A decision has been made to
revamp the Club with any revenue raised from the sale of the land.
Audley Workingmen’s Club is a family club which provides facilities hosting
two snooker tables, darts, indoor bowls. Every Wednesday /Friday /
Saturday and Sunday Bingo / Tote / Pick a disk.
Entertainment is available on Saturday & Sunday evenings.

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 6 days per week
Mon. Tue. Wed. 9.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am - 7.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 5.50

Kids.

£ 5.00

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 3.60

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 3.50
Wash & Cut.

£ 7.00

Beard Trim.

£ 1.50

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office

OLD SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS

Dear Editor
The photographs below were taken in the playground of Ravens Lane C.P. School in the summer of 1953, by the class
teacher Mr. Hodkinson. They are the children, including myself, who were leaving Ravens Lane at the end of that term to
go to Secondary school in September. I have managed to identify most of the girls and Roger Tapley has identified most of
the boys. I wonder if any of your readers could complete the line up.
I have very happy memories of my time at Ravens Lane C.P. We were well disciplined and well taught, although the
curriculum was narrow in comparison with that of today. We were certainly well grounded in the basics. Mr. Hodkinson
also used to give us 20 General Knowledge questions every week, this was voluntary homework, but I remember having
great fun with my family trying to find the answers and learning the basic principles of research along the way.
I also remember many of the traditional children's playground games. I suspect that many of them would not be considered
suitable today on the grounds of health and safety, but I don’t remember anyone getting seriously hurt. Children today
might be interested to know that in those days girls and boys had separate playgrounds.
The Staff I remember are Head Teacher: Mr. W. Barber, Class Teachers: Mr. Hodkinson, Miss Warburton,
Mr. Rhodes, Miss Brassington (very strict !!) and Miss Guest. I do not remember the Infant Class Teachers, as I
attended Audley Infant School. Like many of my contemporaries I walked to school each day, indeed I cannot remember
anyone going to school by car, one or two came on their bikes maybe and until my final year I walked back home for lunch,
then back to school for the afternoon. They were, on the whole very happy days.
Monica M. Booth.

Top row: Robert Ikin, Alan Rhodes, David Sneyd, Alan Ratcliffe,
Peter Leese, Michael Haywood.

Top row: Alice Aldersea, Ann Banks, ????, Barbara
Downing, Jill Johnson.

David Riley, Peter Howell Alan Thomason, Phillip Richardson,
Graham Proctor.

Margaret Chesworth, Monica Booth, Wendy Roberts,
Maureen Johnson, Margaret Smith.

Alan Dale, Graham Plant, Glyn Farrington, Keith Rowley Roy
Mayer, Roger Tapley.
Front row: Allan Hares, John Glover.

Front row: Beryl Dale, Anne Proctor, Kay Bennett, Margaret
Durham, Edna Appleton. (Can you help with missing name)

Ofsted Inspection at Ravensmead C.P School.
David Bell, the school’s headteacher writes, Ravensmead C.P. school was inspected on the 24th & 25th of
January 2007. Our whole school community is absolutely delighted that Ofsted have been into the school and
recognised for themselves the very good progress the school has made in all areas in recent years. I am sure
that when you read the report you will find that we are immensely proud of it. Can I thank everyone for the part
they have played in the school’s improvement, to the point that we can now say that we are a “Good School with
many Oustanding features”. A copy of the report can be obtained from the school if requested.
David Bell (Headteacher)

Village Sports photo's from the past
Miles Green
Football
Team 1902-3
This photograph was
possibly taken outside the
Royal Oak public house in
Miles Green, as you can
see bottles of wines and
spirits standing in the
window shelf.
We can also see the
publican of the Royal Oak,
Mr C Warham, standing
far right on the back row.
Do you have any details of
the team or the players?
We would love to hear
from you if you have. We
would also welcome more
photographs from the
past.
Contact the Editor at the
usual address.

Bignall End Cricket Club
The Future is Looking Bright
Division 2 Champions 2006
I Believe 2005 was a wake up call for cricket at Bignall
End. The First Eleven worked very hard to retain its
position in division one but lacked a couple of experienced
players to ensure and cement their position in that division.
A bit of bad luck on the final match sadly saw the team
relegated to Division 2. The first time for over 60 years.
A new season, 2006, a fresh challenge and the team were
ready to fight its way back into Division One. Adrian Myatt certainly thought that an immediate return was a possibility and
with actions speaking louder than words he led the First Eleven to a resounding return to Division One as League Champions
with much the same side, but with one or two juniors beginning to show their metal.
Adding to the success of the First Eleven was a resurgence of Junior Cricket, Yvonne Burgess had taken on the Management
of the under 17’s.
Ian Beasley had successfully managed the under 13’s squad and in 2006 had moved with them into the under 15’s squad.
Several of the young players are now beginning to show promise.
Peter Maskrey came on board in 2006 and he with some help from Ian Beasley created the under 13’s squad by virtually
bringing to the club a whole new side from Audley Football Club. Lots of promise here.
Finally Tim Myatt & Simon Billinge got the under 9’s off the ground and so the progression route for young players is nearly
complete.
2007 will see the club forming a new squad for the under 11’s. So it seems that the future is a lot brighter for the players of
Boon Hill.

John Harrison Bignall End Cricket Club.

Continued success for parish teenager.

Sports Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Harriet Maddock aged 14, of Heathcote Road Halmer
End, continues to collect the silverware in her quest to
improve her (Kickboxing skills). Having only had seven
years experience as a Kickboxing competitor, Harriet has
already collected over 55 trophies / medals and trophy
plates.
2003-EMA Champion of Champions 1st/EMA English
Title 20031st/Wako GB-British Grand Champion 1st/
FSK 2004 Grand Champion 1st/English open 2005 3rd/
Stoke Grand Champion 2006 1st, the list of her
achievements are endless.
Harriet who is a student at the Sir Thomas Boughey
school Halmer End, has once again been selected to
represent G.B at an international event in 2007, this will
take part in Austria. Harriet do0se all her training at the
Black Cobra Kickboxing Club, which can be found in
Clough Street Hanley and is open seven nights a week.
Finally over the Christmas period Harriet has gained her
Black Belt award.
The news team sends its congratulation and best wishes
for the Austrian event to Harriet.

Indoor Bowls

Audley Workingmen's Club was the venue once again for the
(Baker’s Dozen) triples competition, which is played in memory
of the late Alec Baker a former local bowler.
33 competitors were put into the hat and drawn in groups of
three’s. This event has been run for a number of years and is
an invitation event with entrants from all over the Potteries area.
The competition is run as a round robin, which assures entrants
that they will have a number of games, with all results added up
to produce two sets of three to fight out a final.
Winners for 2007 were:
Gareth Stanway Mick Weaver and May Jones.
Runner-ups:
Ron Jones, Jeff Mainwaring and Keith Kinsey.
Trevor Harrison once again was excellent with the organisation
and he wishes to send a special thank you to Ian Jones and
Billy Yates for all their help.
Thanks must also go to Audley WMC and all who helped to
make it a brilliant day. Trevor Harrison.

6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Which is the oldest and longest of
the English horse racing Classics?
Which football club was the last to win the
F.A. cup in the old Wembley stadium?
Other than Steve Redgrave and Mathew
Pinsent, name another member of the 2000
Olympics Coxless Fours winning team?
Which English Rugby League club plays its
home games at the Odsal Stadium?
Who was the first spin blower to take over
500 test wickets?
The 3 types of sword used in fencing are
Foil, Epee and what?
Which sport takes place in a circle 4.55m in
diameter?
Which horse won the 2004 Grand National?
Which English football club was formed in
1887 as Ardwick F.C.?
Who became the fastest woman to sail
single handed around the world after the
Vendee Globe Yachet race in 2001?
Snooker player Peter Ebden has a
significant physical disadvantage what is it?
How many players are there on an ice
hockey team?
Please find the answers on page 30

Please send your local sports news to the Editor for
publication. We would welcome your sports
information for future issue. Contact the Editor
23 Wood Street Bignall End ST7 8QL 01782 721565.

Why not come and join us at
AUDLEY PARISH BOWLING CLUB
(This Crown Green Bowling Club is situated
between the Library and New Health Centre)
You are guaranteed:•
A warm welcome
•
Good gentle exercise
•
A great game for ladies as well as men
•
A Friendly atmosphere
•
Free tuition
•
All equipment provided
•
Try for 28days before committing to
membership
•
Age limit 12 to 80+
•
Playing season from March to October
•
Juniors over 12 especially welcome
Enquires :- 01782 723094
01782 723598
Open Day & start of season:- March 31st at 2pm

Halmer-End Wildlife Trust.
After open-cast mining at Bateswood Halmer-End finished over 100 acres of land was purchased from the
open-cast executive by Newcastle Borough Council for woodland and open space.
To monitor the site the borough council required a number of volunteer wardens, to report any activity
detrimental to the well being of the wild life on the site.
One resident Bill Parry spent a considerable amount of time to this purpose. On his premature death his
family decided any monies donated were to be used to promote wildlife at Bateswood.
This led to the formation of the Wildlife Trust working within the guide lines dictated by the Borough
Council. The main objective of the trust will be to
1. Work in partnership with the local authority to support the care,
enhancement and protection of the flora and fauna, giving priority to wildlife
and nature conservation.
2. To encourage the use of Bateswood local nature reserve for the people’s quiet
enjoyment and appreciation of nature.
Eligibility of Membership
Membership is available to any member of the public who demonstrates a commitment to the objectives of
the trust in the care, enhancement and protection of the wildlife and nature conservation of Halmer End.
Anyone interested in joining should telephone 01782 721174.
The Freecycle motto is:-

Changing the world one gift at a time.
“One person’s junk can be another's treasure!”
Freecycle in the **UK** reaches over 500,000 members,
saving huge amounts of waste.
Freecycle is an international recycling organisation, started in 2003, which provides individuals and non-profit
organisations an internet based forum to “recycle” unwanted household and other items.
The Freecycle philosophy is simple. If you have something around the house, shed attic or garage that you think
might be useful to somebody else then why not give it away for free instead of sending it off to the tip as landfill.
This month members of Freecycle in the UK will prevent 1526 tonnes of re-usable goods from going into landfill sites and
with half a million members now active in the UK, the number of items being given an extended life each year is estimated
to reach 2.19 million and save 18,331 tonnes of waste going to landfills.
Freecycle is made up of local groups, run by volunteers, which offer an online board where members can post “Offers of
items” or “Wants for items”. The main rule is that items must be freely given and keep something out of a landfill tip.
There are now 3,944 local Freecycle groups in 79 countries with a total of 3,154.271 members worldwide. Newcastle and
Stoke Freecycle have a membership of 1473 and January 2007 saw 792 individual posts to the group.
Offers range from cars and motorbikes, household goods, books, plant pots and electrical goods. The main rule is
the item must be legal and appropriate for all ages. Members can watch for items that they would otherwise buy or post a
message offering an item or asking for one that they can make use of. When more than one person responds, the offerer
chooses which person they give to, then collection is arranged.
Tasmin Follows, a moderator of Newcastle and Stoke on Trent Freecycle said:
“Freecycle is made up of a group of like minded people, whose aim is to reduce landfill in their local area. After
purchasing a new TV, fridge or washing machine, many people dispose of their old one at the local tip. Freecycle is a
group where people can pass on items that are still useable and extend their life until they are beyond repair and need to
be disposed of”.
To find out more information and how to join, you can visit Newcastle and Stoke on Trent Freecycle at

http;//groups.yahoo.com/group/newcastleandstoke-on-trentfreecycle

Trivia Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Important Local Telephone Contact Numbers.

9.

Police 08453 30 20 10
Electricity loss of supply 0800 3281111
Gas Leak 0800 111 999
Water Leak line & Severn Trent Sewage 0800 783 4444
Sewage North West/United 0845 6020406
Newcastle Borough Council Hotline 01782 742592
Newcastle Borough Council Information 01782 717717
Audley Health Centre 01782 721345
NHS Direct 0845 46 47
North Staffs Hospital 01782 715444
Audley Parish Council Clerk 01782 72168
Age Concern 01782 713822
Aspire Housing 01782 635200 ( Repairs 0800 1697744)
Aspire Emergency Repairs 01782 854999
Childline 0800 1111
Bus Services (Travel Line) 0870 608 2608
Train Services 0845 7484950
North Staffs Primary Care Trust 01538 487234
Audley Theatre Tickets 01782 either 720708 / 721588 / 723556
Audley Football Club 01782 720291
Audley Library 01782 720527
Audley & District Community Centre
Booking Sec/ Sarah 0792 112 6692
For detail about Centre Dawn 0792 145 0599

WR

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

In which year did Live Aid take place?
Who was the first American in space?
Acetic Acid is better known as what?
Which Charles Dickens novel features
the death of Little Nell?
Who was the first winner of I’m a
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here?
In which county is Guildford?
What type of insect is a Ladybird?
Who was assassinated by James Earl
Ray?
What can a dog do a thousand times
better than a human?
Who wears the Fisherman’s Ring?
Who painted the picture The Hay Wain
What are the first 3 words of the bible?
How many keys are there on a standard
piano?
At which battle was the Charge of the
Light Brigade?
What is the national airline of Russia?

£15 will be given to the winner of the quiz.
To participate you must send your entries to
ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End
SOT ST7 8QL
All entries must be received by 25th April 2007

Bignall End Burglary.
In the early hours of Thursday the 8th of
February , thieves entered the Swan Public House
in Chapel Street Bignall End. A window at the
rear of the Public House was broken and an
amount of money was taken from the premises.
Police are appealing for information, if you have
any details please Tele: 08453 30 20 10.

Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd
High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.
Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc.
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area.
Tel: 01782 720212
http://www.rileyw.co.uk

Fax: 01782 722089
Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk

THE SWAN INN
BIGNALL END
Chapel Street Bignall End Sot.
Tel: 01782 720622

6 Real Ales
4 Traditional Ciders
Quiz Nite Monday
+

Play Your Cards Right £200.00 Jackpot
You will receive a warm welcome from
Sarah & Carl your hosts.

Find The Easter Eggs.
( 3 Prizes)
Easter Eggs Competition for
Up to 11 years of age.

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES
COUNCILOR
ANDREW WEMYSS
Tel. (01782) 723117
andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
***************************************

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES
Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for
any information regarding Council matters.

Re-Wood Lane Post Office.

Firstly I wish to say I do not object to the re-opening of Wood
Lane Post Office. But I would like to put my views forward.
Do the people who are trying to re-open the Post Office in
fact use the Post office facilities, i.e banking, paying bills,
Give your Name & Address & Telephone Number
Entries in by post before April 30th send to the Editor posting letters/parcels etc? Or do they pay their bills using
direct debit, pay point or the internet and withdraw money
23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL.
from ATMs, all of which are hammering the nails into the
coffins of the Post offices? Also do they support our local
shops and businesses?
Do they realise that the Government keeps taking services
from the Post Offices, 90% of Government work has been
taken away from the Post Offices and put in to the hands of
the banker and now they are pushing for bills to be paid at
pay points? All of this affects all Post Offices and the salary
of the people employed at the Post offices. It’s hard enough
to struggle and survive as it is.
Find the 10 Eggs Hidden in the Magazine.
Name the page and position of the Eggs.

To use this service you
must put your repeat
slip in the:
box at the pharmacy

We have been told that the Government is to close 2500
more Post Offices in the next 12-18 months and this will be
compulsory.
As to which ones will go, no one knows?
We as postmistresses / postmasters will not know until we
are told.
It would have been better to have supported the Post Office
long ago and not waited
At the present time 60% of villages still have a Post Office,
but villages with banks are only 9%. Banks made a profit of
£35 billion pound last year. Super markets like banks make
money for shareholders, the Post Office is a national
company owned by the U.K.
The more everyone uses our services the better chance we
have in surviving, so if you do not use us , you may loose us.
C Forrest Sub Post Mistress Bignall End Post office.

Audley Millennium Youth Club
Who said that the kids of the village have no Youth Club?
In September 2006 an appeal was sent out for helpers for the
Youth Club which was just about extinct. Brad & Lynne
Bradshaw came forward along with Kevin Phillips and on the
18th of September they started the resurrection of the Youth
Club. The Millennium Youth Club of Audley meets every
Monday evening from 7pm until 9pm, meetings are held at the
Audley & District Community Centre, for young people
between the ages of 11 to 16 years of age.
A committee has now been formed consisting of Chairman
Kevin Phillips, Lynne Bradshaw treasurer, Brad Bradshaw secretary and nine of the young members as
committee persons. A constitution was decided upon and a bank account has been opened.
At the present time we have approximately 40 members although we have an average attendance of over 20
members. Activities range from the access to nine laptops with internet connection, a pool table is available
for use, X box console & television and a number of group games. The group has recently purchased a double
Dance Mat, with the funding being supplied by Aspire Housing. The Youth Group and their committee wish
to take this opportunity to say a very big thank you to Aspire Housing, especially Lisa and her excellent team,
your funding is very much appreciated.
Refreshments are available as we also have a tuck shop in operation, this is run by Lynne, assisted by
Kayleigh Phillips and other girl members.
The members pay 50p each time they attend and this money is put into the groups account to finance activities
and trips for the members. On December 11th 2006 we held a Christmas buffet, this was paid for from the
funds. A number of activities and pursuits are in the planning stage for
Bowling at the Festival Park.
the summer of 2007. These activities will be published in the Audley
Community News & on their web page, you will also find posters
throughout the village.
On the 11th November a group of the youngsters went on a trip to the
Festival Park Bowling venue, a great time was had by all concerned.
The young people were well behaved and a credit to the parish
throughout the trip. This proves that with a little help and
understanding the children of the parish are not all badly behaved and
anti social. All young persons from the age of 11 to 16 years are
welcome to attend from all of the Audley area and surrounding
villages. For more details feel free to contact Brad on mob:
07762285315

Theatre of Fun. Editor.

I have to ashamedly admit to never experiencing a night out at the Theatre until I was persuaded to buy my first ticket to go
to see Ali Baba & The Forty Thieves, this was being performed at the new revamped Audley Theatre, at the beginning of
February this year.
To say the ticket was a bargain is an understatement, two and a half hours worth of fun and laughter for £5. Worth every
penny. The amount of time and effort which must go into these productions by players and unseen helpers was rewarded
by the amount of laughter they received from a packed house of happy people.
We hear so many things about the kids from the parish, well it was great to see them giving their spare time to entertain us.
Martin Thomas who played (Ali Baba) was so funny and it was so nice to see my old school teacher Reg Johnson
portraying the archaeologist (Pro Jones). There were so many people involved and to name them all would take up a page.
The singing, the dancing and the fun provided was a credit to all at the theatre. A special thank you must go to Pauline
Johnson the producer and all the unseen helpers behind the scenes in the foyer making coffee & tea. The theatre provided
a night of excellent entertainment for all ages.
This was my first but not last experience at our theatre, I have now had the pleasure to see Audley Brass Band perform at
the Theatre and once again Audley should be proud of our village Band.
These facilities are provided by volunteers and we as a parish should give them all the support including financial to continue
to provide our village with entertainment to be proud of. Well done Audley Theatre.
See our What’s on page or our web site for future dates of production and forthcoming events at the Theatre.

Audley & District Probus Club

The name was fused into a different type of club in England and
the first non-sectarian Probus club specifically for active retirees
was formed by the Rotary Club of Caterham England. This was
to allow retired professionals to continue to meet together for
fellowship. The previous year, the Rotary Club of Welwyn
Garden City England, formed the “Campus Club” that had
the same purpose.
The two soon merged and flourished under the sponsorship of
the Rotary Club of Bromsgrove Birmingham.
In 1974, Probus expanded INTO New Zealand and by 1976
the idea had spread to Australia.
The first Probus Club for seniors in North America was
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Galt in Cambridge Ontario
Canada in 1987.
Although Probus membership has its greatest concentration in
Great Britain, Australia & New Zealand, clubs today exist in all
parts of the world. These include the U.S.A, Belgium, India,
South Africa and several other countries in Africa and Asia.
There are now approximately 1700 clubs in Great Britain.
The meetings are for members to meet for fellowship and
conversation.
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Who are Probus?
Probus clubs were first formed, as an acronym for Pro(fessional)
& Bus(iness), in the early 1920’s in Saskatchewan, Canada and
in New Haven Connecticut U.S.A. The latter devoted to helping
people with mental retardation, physical disabilities and autism.
Because they were not restricted to retired Professional &
Business leaders and had different objectives, they are (were)
not associated with our present mainstream of Probus clubs
worldwide.

Dog Grooming Service
Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Tel: 01782 721735
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30 Years Experience

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH

Just a word in your ear
Audley Christian Viewpoint Quizzes
1.

You work as a team. (4 or 5 folks)
2.
You write down your answers.
3.
It’s not “Brain of Britain”.

It’s an evening of good fun, nice food and often
lots of laughs.
There is a short “Christian cabaret” with Liz
Etherton and most people want to come again.
It’s held at the Audley Cricket Club.
Begins at 7.30pm with a hot meal.
Cost £6.00.

******************************************************

Tell Judy 626540 or Wendy 720381
If you and your friends would like to come.

Our club is for all professionals and businesspersons both male
and female. Those who have retired and wish to retain links
with past colleagues.
There is the opportunity to meet other like minded people, over
a good meal and to listen to one of our great speakers.

Do it quickly tho’ - tables get booked very quickly
NEXT QUIZ THURS March 1st 2007

We meet monthly
Every third Friday in the month
At the Butchers Arms, Audley
12.00pm for a 12.30pm start.
Membership Fee is £6.00
If you require any more details please contact :
Hon. Secretary
Chris Symonds
Ivy House 56 Wereton Road Audley Sot Staffs ST7 8EN
Tele: 01782 723139

The Answer To Inner Peace.
I recently read that The Answer To Inner Peace,
was to finish off all the things you’ve started and
never finished.
So I decided that today was the best day to start,
so before leaving home this morning.
I finished off a bottle of whisky that I had
opened last night, then I finished off a bottle of
wine that I had opened, I then drank the 8 cans
of Stella which were left, I then ate the rest of
the pizza I had delivered last night, then I
finished off a box of Jaffa cakes, two slices of
cheese cake and the remainder of a box of
Asprins. Finally I ate the rest of a box of
chocolates.
Hell did I feel good! The writer was a Genius.

Memories Of Audley Cinema
It was a pleasure to read about the Audley Theatre transformation, which ensures its future as a central place
of entertainment for the Audley Community.
With the advent of TV most cinemas declined to become Bingo Halls etc, so it is gratifying to know that the
Audley people had the foresight and enthusiasm to convert the building to its rightful use as a theatre. Well
done to all those who have taken on the task of running a parish theatre and a big congratulations to everyone
concerned with the refurbishment.
My recollection of the now theatre was when it was a cinema in the 1920’s /30’s and was owned by a Mr &
Mrs Plant of the then famous Betty Plant Sweet Family). At that time all the children from the village of
school age went to the Saturday afternoon matinee.
The cost of a seat was 1d (an old penny) and 2d for the best seats. The programme would last around two
hours, with a main (cowboy western) film which was followed by an episode of a serial, which would always
end at a crucial point of interest to make sure you would attend the following week.
I also remember the then caretaker a Mr Lear, he had the unenviable task of keeping the children quiet, while
he explained the evacuation procedure in case of fire. This became necessary because an incident occurred
elsewhere and caused some loss of life. This resulted in all places of entertainment haing to observe the rules
in order to avoid similar tragedies.
In later years when in my teens and early twenties I would go to the cinema twice a week, the programme
changed on a Wednesday & Saturday evening.
After a while I got to know Mrs Plant and on occasions was rewarded by being granted a double corner seat
at the extreme rear. This is where myself and my girl friend (Dorothy Moores later to become my wife)
enjoyed caressing moments as well as trying to watch the films.
Most enjoyable times we had at the cinema.
Jack Warham.

Under age drinking.
It has been reported to the newsletter, that the Audley
Football Club committee is very concerned with the
constant invasion of their property, by youngsters who
gather around the football club, causing damage to the
property, especially to the stands. These children are
drinking alcohol and leaving the evidence strewn around
for all to see. These issues have been reported to the
police who are hopefully keeping an eye on the club and
its surroundings, for the culprits. They urge anyone
witnessing any person causing wilful damage to the club
property, or seeing under age drinking taking place to
report it to the police. Tele: 08453 30 20 10
The football club do not want to be associated with this
element of people, the committee at the club work hard
in providing facilities for the players and family members of Audley F.C. All we ask is for your help to provide an environment where locals and visitors will be
able to come along to enjoy the game of football.
Audley Football Club prides itself in being a family club,
here for all to enjoy. We therefore appeal to these
youngsters to remember that all the facilities at the club,
are provided & paid for by local people who support and
run this club for the benefit of the youth of Audley.
We are now looking forward to our Beer Festival, we
have had in the region of 80 sponsors and there will be a
report in the next issue of the Audley Community News.

Audley Community Newsletter does try to
ensure, wherever possible that any information
or details contained in this magazine are
accurate. Information received for publication
by the news team, is sometimes impossible to
clarify.We therefore cannot take responsibility
for any inaccuracies in the Text, Facts,
Addresses or Telephone numbers. Editor.

Dennis Cartledge
Funeral Directors
Audley Funeral Home
Ravens Lane Bignall End
Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed

Audley Male Voice Choir 1920’s

News & Gifts

I thought this photograph may be of interest to your readers.

Widest range of greeting cards
&
Gifts in the area.
Extensive range of magazines.
Confectionery
Dry Cleaning / Stationery / Lottery

Occasions
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

The photograph is of the Audley Male Voice Choir-some of the
names I know as they are my granddad & his brother, my dad also
named a few more.
The named ones are Arthur Austin directly in the centre of the window
at the top, to his right and slightly below him is my grandad Leonard
Austin. Bill Bowers is second from the left at the bottom with the child
on his knee and Clarence Bailey is wearing a dark shirt just to the left
of the down spout, at the top. Lastly Hector Millington is second from
the right on the top row.
My granddad was born in 1900 and looks about 20 in the photo so
that dates the photo around 1920.
Thanks for the Audley Community News, although I never lived in
Audley, most of my family seems to have originated from there and I
have a close affinity to the parish of Audley.
Best wishes Steve Austin Tyne & Wear.

Newcastle Garden
Machinery
REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING
All Types of Gardening Equipment.
Free Collection & Delivery Service.

Unsightly Dumping Ground
I thought you would like to include my “Whingeing” line.
This photograph shows the mess which can be often seen
littering the recycling site next to the Audley & District
Community Centre. What an advertisement for our parish.
Why can’t the people who are responsible for the mess take
their bags & boxes to the tip which has been provided at
Leycett. Photo shows bottles dumped outside the empty
bottle banks.
Beryl Church Street Audley.

KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE
NANTWICH ROAD Ride-ons,Rotavators
AUDLEY
Hedgecutters,Strimmers
Lawnmowers & More.
TEL: 01782 723131
MOB: 07754 456759

What’s going on around our Parish.
Audley Parish Forthcoming Events Page.

Car Boot & Table Top Sale
Audley & District Community Centre
New Road Audley Sot.
To Book
a space Tele:
Dawn
01782 723469

Indoor £6.00
Outdoor £5.00
Setting up from
7.30am.

9am until 11.30am

March 31st 2007
April 28th 2007

Local Astronomical Society
For details contact Duncan Richardson
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688
www.northstaffsas.co.uk

YOGA Classes
Richard Heathcote School Alsagers Bank
2007 Sessions start on Jan 9th.
Cost £4 per session / 10% discount if term is paid in advance.
Times: 6.30pm to 8pm. Tuesday Evenings.
Youth Club

Details contact Deb: Tele 01782 720129 mob 07765294655
Email: mumauden@aol.com

Audley Methodist Church
Kids from 7 to 11’s
Wednesday Night
6pm -7.15pm
Admission 50p includes a drink.

Weekly Auction Held
Audley Workingmen's Club
Every Thursday Evening
Viewing is from 6pm-7pm

Audley Library

Auction starts 7pm

New Opening Times
Hall Street Audley
Stoke-on-Trent ST7 8DB
Tel: 01782 720527
MON
TUE
WED
THU

THE QUEENSBERRY RULES

2.00 -7.00
9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00
CLOSED
9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00

FRI
SAT

Audley Theatre 18th March 2007
Local Folk Group Concert

2.00-5.00
9.30-1.00
24 Hour information
Reservation & Renewal
0845 330 0740

www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries
Membership is Free.
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To
Promote
Your
Events

Audley Health Centre
Opening Times
Monday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Tuesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Wednesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Thursday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Friday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Saturday Closed
Surgery Telephone Number (01782) 721345
*********************************************************************************************************

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782) 720201)
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS
Tel: (01782) 720506

EDDIE

MEL

COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH
Tel: (01782) 722847

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL
10.00 am –11 am. Second Saturday of the month.
WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE
APEDALE ROAD

ANN

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month.

G K MOTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT
Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944
Pre MOT
Inspection

Home Visits
By
Appointment

GENERAL
AUTO REPAIRS

MOT FAILURES
FREE ESTIMATES
BACKCHESTER
ROAD

Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

Mystery photograph from page 3
This is a early 1900’s picture looking down
towards Hougher Wall, from the Audley village.

Children’s Christmas Quiz
Congratulations to Anna from Silverdale the
winner of our Christmas Quiz. The book token is
on its way.
Many thanks to Samantha who compiled the quiz.
We would welcome your ideas for future issues
with regards to competitions or quizzes and articles
for a children's page.
Please send all information to the usual address
ACN 23 Wood St Bignall End SOT ST7 8QL.

Where you can find the Newsletter
A Merry Christmas & many thanks to our outlets.
AUDLEY POST OFFICE
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE LIBRARY
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP
HALMER END POST OFFICE
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY
HALMER END WMC
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END

TO ADVERTISE
‘Call’ 01782 721565

www.audley.net
For village events,
family history,
Rotary information
Also for your very
own local
E-mail address.

Answers to Sports Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

The St. Ledger
Chelsea
James Cracknell or
Tim Foster
Bradford Bulls
Shane Warne
Sabre
Sumo Wrestling
Amberleigh House
Manchester City
Ellen MacArthur
He is colour blind
Seven.

Push the Button, Not Your Luck!
Firefighters in Newcastle are encouraging all members of the community to ensure they have at least one working smoke alarm on
each level of their home.
The message comes from the firefighters of Red Watch at Newcastle Fire Station, who have recently been given the
responsibility of co-ordinating Community Safety within the Audley & District area.
Red Watch comprises of thirteen firefighters, who as well as responding to emergencies throughout the Newcastle and
surrounding areas, also work proactively within the community - to help make them safer from fire and other emergencies.
Community Safety activities are well established and have been delivered for several years. As a result there have been significant
reductions across Staffordshire in the number of deaths and injuries caused by accidental house fires.
Gary Fox, Red Watch Manager says “Over the coming months we will be making links with the community of Audley & District to raise
public awareness of the Risk Reduction services we offer. In particular we will be promoting one of our most successful initiatives, the
Home Fire Risk Check. A Home Fire Risk Check involves trained fire service personnel visiting a property and checking that there are
sufficient measures in place to reduce the risk of fire. The check includes; the fitting of free smoke alarms with a 10 year battery life,
discussing with the occupiers a fire escape plan and checking for other potential fire hazards.”
Although Home Fire Risk Checks are available to all members of the community, the Fire and Rescue Service will prioritise checks to
lone pensioners, those with limiting life long illnesses, single parents and people in rented accommodation.
Did you know:
You're twice as likely to die in a fire at home if you haven't got a smoke alarm.
A smoke alarm is the easiest way to alert you to the danger of fire, giving you precious time to escape.
Many people who have smoke alarms are in danger too. The alarm could be in the wrong place, there may not be enough smoke
alarms for the size of their home, they may not have checked their alarm recently or the batteries could be missing.
It is a sad fact that Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service often attend property fires where smoke alarms were fitted but did not operate
because their batteries had been removed.
To arrange a free Home Fire Risk Check contact Newcastle Fire Station on 01785 898085 and mention that you read this article.
Fire safety information is also available at: www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk or www.firekills.gov.uk. In an emergency dial 999.

PREMIER

Now Open
Family Values!
Excellent Prices!
All year round!
RADWAY GREEN GARDEN CENTRE CREWE ROAD ALSAGER
CHESHIRE CW1 5UJ
Tele: 01270 876813

Windows and Conservatories

“A league above the rest”
Conservatories
Windows
Doors
Indoor Showroom Conservatory
New Showroom Now Open
Large indoor showroom
Opening Times:
Mon-Fri 10am-5pm / Sat & Sun 12pm-4pm

Horsleys

Logs for
Sale

Logs for
Sale

63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware
Call in and see our
extensive range of
DIY Goods
Paints, Wood, Glass,
Nails & Adhesives

‘Seeds’

We will supply
all your gardening
needs

Now Available for your
Flowers & Vegetables

We have now available
A fine selection of
‘Bedding’ Plants in stock.

We have a selection of
‘Fancy Goods’
Extensive choice of
Household items

Fishing Tackle
Pet Food, Horse Feed

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

Tel: (01782) 720333
SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS
TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE

Tel: 01782 /720507
‘Free’ Local Deliveries

“For All Occasions”
Florist & Gift Shop
80A Church Street Audley S-O-T
Tele: 01782 720060

For A Friendly Happy Service
Everything You Need For Any Occasion.

We Specialise in Weddings
&
Funerals
. Bal

For Your Appointments
Contact Craig
Tele: 01782 720333

EXHAUST FITTING
BAY

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY

JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’
Tel: (01782) 720333
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk
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Emergency
07780505191

Don’t Forget That Special Bouquet
For Your Mum
‘Mothers Day’
18th March 2007

