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Welcome to your village
Newsletter.
Dear readers
We welcome all our readers to the 34th
issue of the Audley Community News.
Way back in 2003 this magazine
was launched to service the needs of
the parish of Audley.
Each issue is full of local news,
information and forthcoming events
and some which have taken place.
We at the Newsletter are all
volunteers whose main aim is to
publish a magazine for the benefit of
our parish readers.
The magazine relies heavily for its
income on donations when readers
pick a copy up from our outlets and
from the advertisements seen in the
magazine.
For us to continue printing these
magazines your support is very
important.
We are often told of cases where
handfuls of magazines are taken
without any kind of donation. This not
only puts our publication at risk, but
also deprives others from receiving a
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magazine.
The magazine also provides a
subscriber service, where readers can
have the magazine posted to them, for
more details contact the Editor.
Well it’s almost that time of year
once again. Decorations will soon
be out on show and the rustle of
Christmas paper will be heard when
the kids have gone to bed.
It would be so nice if we can
remember all those people who live
alone who may have no family or close
friends to share the festive season with.
Maybe just a knock on the door or even
a nice Christmas card will make them
feel part of this happy event.
Why not try to make 2011 a
Christmas to remember for all the good
reasons.
To all our readers, especially
those who now live abroad, we wish
you a Very Happy Christmas and a
Prosperous New Year.
Ernie Moulton Editor
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Audley Couple Double Celebrations.
Bessie and Les Foster of Meadowside Avenue Audley are the
proud recipients of 2 recent awards. In September of this
year they were invited to Britannia Football Stadium where
they were presented with the Best Conservation
Garden award by Aspire Housing.
This was then followed in October by a Bronze Award
in the Britain in Bloom category which was

2 Wood Street Beauties

As they say, from little acorns grow
those big oak trees, but when local
gardener enthusiast, Kelvin Chell of
Wood Street Bignall End, sowed a few
sunflower seeds he never expected
what happened. Never in his wildest
dreams did he imagine that the fruits
of his labour would produce what can
be seen in the photograph with his
daughter Louise.
From soil level to top of the petals
the sunflower has now grown to
11foot 4inches. Kelvin, who is one of
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Officers
wishes to throw out a challenge for

presented at the Victoria Hall Hanley.
Both Bessie and Les are two of our local parishioners who
continue to help to preserve our wildlife park in Leddys Field.
We at the newsletter wish to offer our congratulations to
them both on their awards and thank them on behalf of the
people of the parish for all the hard voluntary work they do.
Editor.

2012 to any of our local gardeners to
produce a flowering sunflower to beat
his 11foot 4inch plant.
There will be a prize on offer for the
one who grows the largest plant and
Kelvin will come along to your garden
and judge the competition.
More information will be found in the
spring issue of the Audley Community
News.
So come along you budding
gardeners and see what you can do.
All you need to do is contact the
Editor and provide a pair of steps for
Kelvin when he arrives.
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What’s in a Name? ---The Unnamed Society (part 1)
In the early 1940s members of the
youth club at Ravens Lane School (now
Ravensmead) were taking part in Guild
Nights on Monday evenings. The aim of
these was to produce concert parties in
the Central Methodist Chapel next door
to the school. They were organised by
Frank Jervis and Vic Burgess and the
group became known as the Audley
Guild Players. Unfortunately the
Second World War brought an end to
the Guild Nights as members were
gradually called up into the armed
forces.
In 1943 a new drama group was
formed by John R Jones (known as
Robert), then living at Eardley End and
well known locally for his ability to write
plays. Permission was granted for
the group to perform in Vernon Place
Wesleyan Chapel in Wereton Road,
Audley. The group, which lacked a

name, performed three one-act plays
in the chapel before an objection was
raised that it was inappropriate for the
group to perform there.
The plays were The Lovely
Miracle, The Shepherd Goes
Home and Birds of a Feather.
Many discussions followed as to
where to take the group, which had
grown in size as men and women
returned from the services at the
end of the war. These included
several members of the Guild Players.
Eventually an invitation was received
from Bignall End Cricket Club and
Miners’ Welfare Institute for the group to
make use of their facilities and use the
upper floor of the pavilion as a theatre.
The offer was accepted and during
the winter of 1945/6 meetings were
held to decide upon a name for the
society, but none of the suggestions put

Ravens Lane School Hall & Wesleyan Chapel

Vernon Place Chapel

forward were adopted. A decision was
taken instead to call the group The
Unnamed Amateur Dramatic
Society, later shortened to The
Unnamed Society, with John
R. Jones as producer, Vic Burgess as
chairman, Frank Jervis as secretary and
Jack Aldridge as treasurer. The society
would become an integral part of Bignall
End Cricket Club and Miners’ Welfare
Institute.
A stairway was constructed from the
theatre to the bar room below to allow
cast members to slip down to the bar
room and use it as a changing room.
All the props and equipment were made
and supplied by the society members.
The proceeds of the sale of tickets
helped to provide the much needed
equipment and any money left over was
donated to the Club and Institute.

Bignall End Cricket Pavilion

The late Arthur Burgess included
some details of the society in his
book “A History of Bignall End
Cricket Club” which some readers
will have read.
However, the first known
production by the society was in
early October 1946 when the play
Outward Bound was presented at
Bignall End.

A scene from Outward Bound, left to right: David Madew, Jack Aldridge, John Hodgkinson, John R. Jones, Gladys
Daniels, Betty Mayer, Victor Burgess, Barbara Guest, Harold Pickering.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The next production in March 1947 was the J.B. Priestley play They Came to a City in which Vic Burgess, John
Hodgkinson, Doris Howell, Charles Flamank, Barbara Guest, V Cornes, Gladys Daniels, B Clewes and Harold Pickering
appeared.

The Willows Sometimes Weep was presented for 5 nights at the end of September 1947.
Doris Burgess, Daisy Lockett, Vic Burgess, Frank Jervis, Joan Rowley and Jack Aldridge are in the scene above left.
John Hodgkinson, Frank Jervis and Doris Burgess are in the scene above right.
Sydney Leighton, Margaret Worthington, Bessie Brockley, Beryl Webb, Jean Bickley and Stella Howell also appeared.
The play was the first of two plays about the same characters set in a Welsh village, written and produced by John R. Jones.
The second play They Walk in Darkness followed in January 1948.
John Hodgkinson, Daisy Lockett, Frank Jervis, John R. Jones, Doris Burgess, and Vic Burgess are in the scene below left.
Frank Jervis, Jack Aldridge, Doris Burgess, Beryl Webb, Vic Burgess, John Hodgkinson and Daisy Lockett are in the scene
below right. Len Riley and Sydney Leighton also appeared in this play.

I wish to thank Mrs. Marian Jervis and Ernie Moulton for their contributions to this article. Further parts will follow in the 2012
editions of the newsletter.
Clive Millington.
Audley & District Family History Society
The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2pm-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month.
Talks 7.30pm-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November.
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist
Now available: Audley Historian no.17 containing articles on Audley’s Lost Manor, The Lost Buildings of Audley
Village, Audley’s Poor in 1838, Talke May Festival, Oswald Tittle, The Burndred Brothers of Talke, The Griggs Twins, Connections
& Reflections of a North Staffordshire Exile, Minnie Pit Disaster Mystery.
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Events at Sir Thomas
Boughey High School
The Y11 Prince’s Trust group begin
their deliveries
Being our first entry in this publication,
it seems fitting to share with you some
of the recent events celebrated at the
school.
In June, as is traditional, the school
held its annual Sports day. As always,
competition was strong between the
four Houses (Vernon, Wilbraham,
Heathcote and Craig) although this year,
the Sports Day Trophy was taken by
Vernon House. This glorious afternoon
was enjoyed by all, parents, pupils (both
past and present) and staff.
Further successes were also seen in the
summer term with the Year Ten Work
Experience. Every year, all pupils in Year
Ten complete a valuable and rewarding
experience, where they spend two
weeks gaining an understanding of the
world of work. Pupils take responsibility
for selecting their choice of placement
and find this opportunity beneficial. This
year, placements covered a wide range
of occupations, including mechanics,
engineering, catering, hairdressing,
childcare, the NHS, travel and tourism,
retail and, of course, education.
A further tradition held in the summer
term is the Year Eleven Leavers Dinner.
This year, the venue was the Britannia
Stadium and, as always, the evening

Head Boy, Head Girl and their Deputies
lead the school Harvest Assembly

A selection of the Harvest hampers.

was a great success. From six thirty
onwards, pupils gathered outside the
school looking incredibly glamorous and
sophisticated. It is this evening where
the transformation from a timid Year
Seven to a mature Year Eleven really
is apparent. A thoroughly enjoyable
evening was had by all.

be props, lighting, setting, musical
accompaniment, acting or singing) to
work together. We are sure this will
prove to be yet another successful
production-look out for the tickets!

This term has also seen further
successes. Year Seven pupils have
settled well into life at St Thomas
Boughey and appear to be taking the
next phase of their life in their stride.
Within a matter of weeks, they have
developed from the slightly nervous
characters who hovered at the school
gates in September to the confident,
happy pupils they are today. We are
sure their positive outlook on education
will continue.
Early in September, pupils from Years
Seven to Eleven auditioned for the next
school production, which will be a
performance of ‘We Will Rock You’.
Rehearsals are being held on a weekly
basis and this will continue until the
actual performance (which will take
place from Tuesday 31st January to
Thursday 2nd February 2012). This
is a great opportunity for pupils of
all ages and interests (whether it

In October it was our Harvest Festival.
It is always a delight to see the stage
overcrowded with goods, all of which
are then distributed amongst the
local community and this year was
no different. Once again, pupils and
parents demonstrated their generosity
by providing a range of produce. It is
then the role of each tutor group to work
together in order to produce hampers.
All members of the group have a role to
play, whether it is taking responsibility
for making boxes, decorating boxes,
organising the content of hampers,
displaying the goods, or even being in
charge of cling film!
And the team work continues as
Year Seven start to think about their
Christmas Concert. In preparing for this
event, every tutor group in Year Seven
works together to produce an evening
of Christmas entertainment. This event
will take place on Wednesday 14th
December at 7pm - please feel free to
come along and support this evening of
festivity.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Sir Thomas Boughey School Head Retirement - Deputy Head Takes over.
Mr. Boston retired in August from his
post as head teacher at Sir Thomas
Boughey High School. A celebration
of his time at the school took place on
26th July where staff and governors,
both past and present, attended to say
farewell.
He arrived to take up the post in
January 1994 to find a school already
well established in its community.
The school had experienced a Local
Authority Inspection in 1991 when
it was considered ‘an improved
and improving school which enjoys
the confidence of the community it
serves’, and where, ‘the pupils display
a purposeful busyness and a cheerful
manner which creates a very pleasing
atmosphere within the school’.
Mr. Boston embraced the ethos of the
school and through the first year of his
headship, he absorbed the traditions,
rituals and good practice that were to
carry Sir Thomas Boughey High School
into the twenty first century.
Population growth in the school’s
catchment area, coupled with a drive
to promote the school beyond its
traditional limits saw pupil numbers
rise from 500 to the present 750 pupils
aged 11 to 16 years. The increase in
student numbers and the government’s
generous funding throughout the first
decade of the twenty first century saw
the school budget rise to £3.61 million
in 2011. Significant improvements have
been made to the fabric, fixtures and
fittings and Mr. Boston leaves a building
in good order.

The information and Technology on
offer at the school is second to none,
with PCs available throughout the
school. All classrooms have interactive
(computer generated) whiteboards
instead of blackboards, so long
associated with a classroom, and chalk
is no longer seen!
The school report of 1991 noted
that, ‘the teaching and non teaching
staff work hard and give generously
of their time to maintain the academic
standards of which the school can be
justly proud’. This professionalism
has supported Mr. Boston through his
17 years of headship and, following
the previous head teacher’s 13 years,
the school has enjoyed just two head
teachers in its 31 year history as Sir
Thomas Boughey High School.
Mr. Boston leaves the school rated
as outstanding in its latest OFSTED
report, a report that truly reflects the
commitment and support of all those
who have been associated with the
school.
Sir Thomas Boughey High School
has now entered the next phase in
its development. Under Mr. Boston’s
stewardship, the school has evolved
into a co-operative learning trust with
the pupils, parents and staff having
the independence to determine the
schools direction of development. It
is hoped that it will secure the future
of the school in uncertain times and
thereby guarantee that the ethos, so
carefully nurtured over the years, will be
maintained.

The photograph above shows retiring head
Mr. Boston on the left with the now new
head teacher Mr. Gould.

The 17 years and two terms of Mr.
Boston’s tenure have flown by in a
whirl of energy and now the school
has the daunting task of replacing this
leadership as we move into the second
decade of the twenty first century.
Applications were invited by the
school for a replacement head teacher
and in October it was announced by
the school governors that they had
appointed deputy head Mr. Gould as its
head teacher.
The pupils, parents, staff and
governors wish Mr. Boston well
in his future endeavour and wish
to congratulate Mr. Gould on his
appointment.

Safety Awareness Day
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service
in conjunction with Staffordshire
County Council Trading Standards
held their annual Safety Awareness
Day on Saturday 3rd September in the
Pensioners Hall.
The Fire Service carried out their free
electric blanket checks and 25% of the
blankets were found to be faulty. This
is an alarming percentage. If these
blankets had gone unchecked and had
been used there would have been a
high probability of a fire occurring.

On the day 55 people asked for a
Free Home Fire Risk Check to be carried
out by the Fire and Rescue Service.
This involves firefighters visiting their
homes to give free fire safety advice
and to install or replace faulty smoke
alarms. If any reader wishes to have a
free home fire risk check please contact
Kelvin Chell on 01785898546. He will
arrange a mutually agreeable time and
date for this to be undertaken.
If any reader is unsure of any fire
safety issues and would like an informal

chat regarding any business premises
or place of public entertainment
please contact: Kelvin Chell who is
the Fire Safety Enforcement Officer for
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service
on: 01785898546.
Blanket recall if you have received
a Morphy Richards Double over blanket
with model number 75311 in
exchange during Sept 2009-October
2011 please stop using it and contact
Morphy Richard on 01709 572570,
who will replace it for FREE.
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The Rotary Club of Audley
Christmas is fast approaching and it’s the busiest time of the
year for the Rotary Club.
We are again running our ‘Tree of Light’ fund-raising event
and the lights will be switched on at 7PM on Friday 2nd
December at the Audley Library. Please come along and join
in the fun.
As usual, donations in remembrance of a loved one can
be made by completing one of our forms which will be
circulating around the villages.
These can also be downloaded from our website. Once
again, all profits will be donated to the Donna Louise Trust.
Santa will be on his way very soon!
Dates for your diary are:
5th December - Waterhayes
6th December - Red Street and Waterhayes
9th December - Madeley Heath & Betley
12th December - Madeley
13th December - Scot Hay, Alsagers Bank, Halmer End and
Miles Green
14th December - Wood Lane
15th December - Bignall End
16th December - Audley
Start time will be around 5 PM.
Santa will also be in the Audley village on Saturday 17th
December.
The schools are back for a new year and so we are starting to
work with those in our area.
A number of our members joined forces with members from

other Rotary clubs to collect abandoned tents from the ‘V
Festival’ in Weston. These will be used to provide shelter for
overseas emergencies.
The Rotary Club joined other clubs in North Staffordshire
to hold a Fireworks Night at Trentham Gardens. All of the
proceeds will be going to Rotary charities and we are hoping
that this will become an annual event.
We held our annual Curry Night which took place in Madeley
on the 14th November to raise money for international
projects.
A number of Rotarians and friends are also taking part in a
sponsored walk from Mow Cop to Market Drayton to raise
money for our international work.
The walk will be split over 2 days.
On 30th September, the club held an ‘Evening with Mike
Pejic’ at the Bignall End Cricket Club. The event was
compered by Nigel Johnson from Radio Stoke and was a
great success. Over £1,100 was raised on the night and this
was split between the Douglas Macmillan and Donna Louise
hospices. A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who helped to make
the night such a success and to all those who attended.
Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, from all at the
Rotary Club of Audley and thank you for your continuing
support.
Rotary Contacts: http://www.audley.net/rotary
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis 01782 721483
neilginnis@atosorigin.com
Secretary: David Royle 01270 750668
lowe.royle@mscable.com

Mothers Union News
As usual Mothers Union has been
active during the summer season. We
took part in the “Audley Day”, providing
part of the stand for St. James Church
and coordinated refreshments for the
Church Open Day. But probably the
most exciting thing we did was to
purchase a sofa for the church creche.
This has proven to be a big hit with our
younger church families as there is now
somewhere comfy for mums to read
stories, cuddle a small child or feed a
tiny baby. In fact I have heard on the
grapevine that we may have a sudden
rush of people wanting to join the
creche rota.
This gift has been a very concrete

way to support our young families and
to fulfil the Mothers Union aim which
states that we “Encourage parents in
their role to develop the faith of their
children”. Looking to the future we
are already making plans for next
year so watch this space. They are to
include us working with the church in
the planning of a celebration for the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and also
another Christmas Tree Festival.
Sadly in August we lost Margaret
Richardson, my mum, who was one
of the stalwarts of the Mothers Union
who appeared in the last issue of the
magazine cutting our 80th birthday
cake. Margaret first came to Bignall

End in 1946 only to stay for 6 months
when she married Jim. They stayed
and moved to Hill Terrace in 1984.
Margaret had a stroke in 1992 which
left her with mobility problems. Jim
sadly passed away in 2006 and
Margaret carried on alone. Despite
failing eyesight and a major heart attack
Margaret saw it as another challenge.
We miss her.
Along with the rest of the Church
fellowship we would love to see you at
any of our Christmas services and we
wish you all a Very Happy and Peaceful
Christmas as you celebrate the coming
of the Christ Child. Annette Dodd.
For more details ring 01782 721058.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Ethel Loves Audley Day.
Ethel Jones (nee Locker) was one of the many people who
attended ‘It’s Good to Live in Audley Day’ this year-as she did
last year!
She likes to return to the village when she can: she says
she enjoys the warmth she encounters. Ethel has fond
memories of Audley: she had a daughter christened at St.
James’ Church; her parents were married there and her
mother is buried in the churchyard.
Ethel was born in Red Street only 94 years ago. Her family
moved to Dean Hollow, Audley when she was six and she
attended the infants and junior schools. By the time she went
to Halmer End school, the family had moved to Rose Cottage,
Station Road, Miles Green. They then returned to Audley to
live in a house that is now part of Horsley’s shop. Her dad
worked in the Brickworks in Madeley and her Uncle Joe
Mottram had a shop in Red Street.

The family moved to Fenn’s Bank, Shropshire and since
she was married, Ethel has lived in Whitchurch.
What a Coincidence!
Do you remember the Miss Audley 1937 photo in the last
issue?
May Burgess, one of the attendants, was Ethel’s
bridesmaid.

The Perfect Fit Relocation.
As many of our readers know, Joanne McCormack the owner
of The Perfect Fit has been situated in the industrial units at
Townhouse Farm in Alsager Road for the past 18months after
years of working from home.
Joanne said “working from the Townhouse Unit has
been a great place for her business to grow and develop,
allowing her to add a crafts and vintage finds section to the
well established clothing repair and alteration service she
has provide to our village for a number of years”. However
Joanne has always had a dream that one day she would open
her own shop in the centre of the village of Audley and on
the 13th of September this year her dream finally came true,
when The Perfect Fit opened its doors at number 60 Church
Street.
Joanne, said “I have been overwhelmed by the support,
kindness and good wishes which I have received from the
people of the village.

The people of Audley have given me the most fantastic
start to my new venture and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank them all from the bottom of my heart”.
Her new shop now takes the place of the former Tattoo Shop,
which was part of the old Co-op Pharmacy.

Save Money - Save Energy - Save Lives!!!
This is an invitation to all residents of
the Parish of Audley to an awareness
raising event which could help them
save money, reduce energy bills and
keep warm throughout winter.
As many people, particularly the
elderly, suffered due to the harshness of
last winter, Audley Locality Partnership
(LAP) are staging an event at the
Pensioner’s Hall, Church Street, Audley,
on Friday 2nd December 2011. Jane
Lancaster, Chair of Audley LAP said “It
is essential to provide the residents of
Audley with the necessary information
to stay warm and safe, and reduce
energy bills over the winter months and
if we can reduce our carbon footprint

that would be an additional bonus”.
Beat the Cold staff will give advice
on energy tariffs, staying warm and
well, and reducing energy bills. Welfare
Benefit staff will advise residents how to
claim for benefits they may be entitled
to e.g. Winter Fuel Payments, Housing
Benefits etc. Staffordshire Credit Union
will introduce affordable loans and
saving plans and NHS Quit Smoking
staff will offer expert plans to encourage
residents to give up smoking with the
resulting health and budget benefits.
North Staffordshire Carers and Aspire
Housing will give advice on how people
with disabilities, through age or infirmity,
can remain in their own homes but

receive the necessary support to do so.
Advice concerning Home Safety
Checks and raising awareness about
Bogus Officials will be available from
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service
and Staffordshire police.
In addition Newcastle Borough
Council’s award winning Recycling Team
will be present to support residents to
make Audley greener.
Please call in on Friday 2nd
December 2011 between 10.30am and
3.00pm for a FREE cup of tea and you
could receive FREE advice that would
save you £...£....£s.
Kevin Burns.
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Dear Editor
On the 24th of August this year my
father, Malcolm Sturge and his twin
sister Marilyn celebrated their 60th
birthday and a celebratory party was
held at the Broughton Arms in Balterly
on Friday the 19th of August.
It had been decided that the guests
who were invited to the party should
not bring gifts, as there was to be a
charitable fund set up on the night.
This fund was to help raise money for
the Breakthrough Breast Cancer group,
as my mother, Malcolm’s wife, was
recently diagnosed with the diseasethankfully now all clear.

Readers letters

Audley Community News

Malcolm and his twin sister Marilyn
who were born in Vernon Close
Audley, were both bowled over with
the generosity of their guests and are
pleased to announce that over £500
was raised for the Breakthrough Breast
Cancer group to honour his wife’s
successful battle with Breast Cancer.
Malcolm and Marilyn wish to take this
opportunity to thank each and everyone
who made a donation.
The picture on the right shows both
Malcolm and Marilyn as children.
Kind regards Deborah
Verdiani.

Audley Library Opening Times

Dear Editor
- as
2.00pm
the School of Business and IT.
Calum Ryan’sMon
prospects
a five yearto 7.00pm
His tutors
thought he could try
old back -in 1992
were thought
by / 2.00pm
Tues
9.00am
- 1.00pm
- 5.00pm
for Oxford or Cambridge but Calum
some to be not very enthusiastic. As
Wedhis -education
CLOSEDpreferred the course offered at the
a young boy just starting
London’s Brunel University. Brunel
at
the Ravensmead
school and also / 2.00pm-5.00pm
Thurs
- 9.00am-1.00pm
not only offered him a place on their
when he moved to the Alsager School
- about
2.00pm-5.00pm
Multimedia Technology & Design course
his teachers feltFri
unsure
his
but also an Excellence Scholarship
achievements, so
much
so
that
his
Sat - 9.30pm-1.00pm
worth £12,000 over the four years of
parents, Jenny and Laird Ryan came to
Sun
CLOSED
the course. In the third ‘sandwich’ year
dread the thought of Parents Evenings.
Calum used his design and technology
But all that changed when Calum
skills working for Film Education in
moved on to do a 2-year Business and
London’s West End. He graduated
Technology Education Council course
this year and his BSc degree with First
in Information Technology at the South
Class Honours has helped him find a
Cheshire College.
Calum completed the course with Triple job with a digital marketing agency in
the South-East. It seems it’s all about
Distinction ( equivalent to three topgrade A-Levels), the highest marks ever perseverance, finding your forte and
believing in yourself. Pictured right
scored in that course to date and the
Calum and his proud parents.
award of ‘Student of the Year’ in

Audley Library Opening Times

Mon - 2.00pm to 7.00pm
Tues - 9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Wed -	CLOSED
Thurs - 9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm
Fri - 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat - 9.30pm-1.00pm
Sun -	CLOSED For informationTel: 01782 720527

Dear Editor
May I give you all my thanks for getting me in contact via
your delightful Audley Community News with an old school
friend Mary Webb (nee Wemyss) from Alsagers Bank.
We used to live near to each other and I remember that I
used to go on Fridays for my dinner. I rang Mary on Sunday
and we had a good chat. I shall go to see her as soon as we
can both arrange it. No doubt there will be a few photos from
both of us to see.
Once again thanks and keep the magazine going. I will
try and find some articles which may be of interest to your
readers.
God Bless everyone.
Let’s hear your comments!!
We at the Newsletter would love to hear your comments,
why not write in and let us know what you think about the
magazine or things in general from around our parish. Editor.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Local Events

11

Audley Day
2011 - ???
2012
Yet again the people of the parish (and
beyond), turned out to support the “Its
good to live in the parish of Audley Day”,
on Saturday 3rd September 2011.
There were numerous groups/
associations on the Millennium Green
showing the various activities and
hobbies for the people of Audley.
The Theatre organised sight-seeing
trips around the theatre, showing
backstage/lighting and all aspects
of this jewel in our crown at Audley.
Hopefully they will gain much needed
extra help from the numerous people
that went on the trip.
Our arena was full of activities,
one example was the entertainments
provided by the PAMS and CARA
groups.
In the marquee, James Bell,
entertained us with his electrifying
guitar playing. James had recently won
the Guitar magazine, young player of
the year 2011. Yet more talent from our
Parish.
We were also entertained by the
Audley Ladies Choir, the Alsager “Can’t
sing choir” and of course our own
Audley Brass Band, in the marquee.
In the evening the Audley Brass Band
performed a “Proms” concert that was
really well attended. Tea and cake was
provided by the Audley Community
Centre staff and all present had a really
good time.
Our thanks again to County Councillor
Dylis Cornes, Audley Parish Council
and The Millennium Green Trust for
their help and involvement in making
this another special day in the Audley
calendar.
But what about the future?
Following an open meeting after
the event, the consensus of opinion
was that The Parish of Audley Day
should continue but that it should
be a celebration for the whole of the
parish. To be more like a village ‘show’
illustrating everything and anything that

goes on in the Audley Parish;Leisure
activities; hobbies; businesses; cottage
industries. Open to all and everyone,
the only criteria for attending would be
that the activity should be conducted
in our parish or the person taking part
should be a resident, or the business be
centred in the parish of Audley.
We would want to involve all the local
schools and to have competitions, some
talked of jam making and home baking,
others of vegetable growing. Anything
that would demonstrate the wealth of
talent within our community.
Unlike our previous events it was
suggested that volunteer groups should
be allowed to fund raise to support
their society. Not just collecting cash in
tins or buckets but that the individuals
should be encouraged to develop their
own original fund raising ideas.
The Parish of Audley Day should be
a celebration of small local businesses
who would be allowed to promote their
services and sales, or for talented local
people to showcase what they are
making or doing in our area.
Not forgetting the wealth of leisure
time activities available and groups
possible to join or assist.
Because 2012 is an Olympic year it
was hoped that the new style Audley
Day for 2012 would have an Olympic
theme and that there would be sports
type activities held between either local

groups, businesses, schools, villages,
clubs etc.
But Audley Olympics would be
themed on good fun rather than
competition, with games suitable for
all age groups as anyone that stayed
to witness the World famous, first ever,
Audley Sack race at our last Audley Day
will fully understand.
Nothing is written in stone and we
are still looking for suggestions and
comments before deciding the way
forward, so your comments would be
much appreciated.
Please respond direct to Ron Bourne
Chairman ADCC or write to Ernie
Moulton Editor at the Audley Community
News.
Of course if we do proceed in this
way we will need to plan early to ensure
success and we are only a small band
here at ADCC so help of any kind would
be much appreciated. We don’t ask for
total commitment but every little helps
and would better ensure the success of
the proposed event.
Anyone who can give an hour
occasionally and more importantly,
on the day itself, could really make a
difference.
Chairman Ron Bourne Audley and
District Community Centre.
Tel: 07946 734008
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St John’s Church, Alsagers Bank celebrates 100 years
The Anglican Church at Alsagers Bank
has been in the village for well over
one hundred years. It is however 100
years since the building that is now on
the site was actually built, replacing a
smaller structure.
To celebrate the occasion, a service
was held on the afternoon of the 31st
July 2011, almost exactly 100 years
after the first service held in the new
building on Sunday 30th July 1911.
Among the special guests invited
were the Mayor of Newcastle-underLyme, Councillor Trevor Hambleton
and his wife, Sandra. Friends from
business and other local churches were
welcomed together with those who
have attended or served the church
over the years.
The church was full for the
occasion at which the Rt. Rev. Geoff
Annas, the Bishop of Stafford spoke.
Afterwards everyone was welcomed
to refreshments in the church hall. A
spectacular cake in the shape of the
church was made by Mrs. Donna
Wilcox. As they say, “A good time was
had by all.”
St. John’s Church is gaining new
members and will gladly welcome many
more, especially if you are interested in
exploring the significance and relevance
of Jesus Christ today. Baptism and
Marriage enquiries are welcome.
Please contact Peter Davies - 720392.
Below is a short history of the
church.
The Heathcote family have in the past
had a significant role in Alsagers Bank
and the church building.
1822 Richard Heathcote inherited
the Apedale Estate from his father, Sir
John Heathcote. He built a new hall,

partly on the site of the old medieval
hall-which had been surrounded by a
moat.
1826 The new hall was ready and
he brought his young family to live in
Apedale. He was also elected M.P. for
Coventry.
1839 He founded, with help from
the Church of England National Society,
the school at Alsagers Bank.
1846 Alsagers Bank was part of
the Chesterton Parish. The distance
of Alsagers Bank from a place where
services were performed led to the
licensing of St. John’s Church. The
Schoolroom was used for Sunday
Services and Sunday School was
the responsibility of the Chesterton
incumbent.
1850 After Richard’s death, his
son, John ruled the estate for 20 years.
He had no children, so his sister’s son,
Justinian Heathcote Edwards inherited
the estate in 1869. He changed his

name to Edwards-Heathcote.
1851 Justinian and his wife built
the first Church building and on the
30th November, at the first service
Justinian’s second son was baptised.
1911 The church was largely
rebuilt and enlarged.
1932 St. John’s became the
centre of the new Parish of Alsagers
Bank and had its own vicar. The brick
building that we know today is the result
of the enlargement in 1911. Almost
exactly 100 years later the church is
still here and active in its service of the
community.
Recently St. John’s has shared its
minister with other churches, St. Luke’s
in Silverdale and St. Mary’s in Knutton.
Today, the Rev. Peter Davies, the vicar
of Audley, has responsibility for the
mission of the church. Helping him are
a team of lay workers at St. John’s and
the Rev. Kip Chelashaw.

Audley Theatre - Don’t Miss Our Family Panto

Jack And The Beanstalk

By John Morley

Fun - Frolics And Fantasy for 2012
Performed by arrangement with Samuel French Ltd

Wed Jan 25th to Sat Jan 28th & Wed Feb 1st to Sat Feb 4th
Tickets £6/£5 Box office Opens Jan 2nd 2012
Tickets & Information from: 01782 720708 or 01782 721588

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Christine Wynne
Suddenly on August 17th 2011 at her home in Audley,
Christine aged 74 years passed away. Christine was the
dearly loved wife of Brian, and a dear sister, sister-in-law and
aunt.
The funeral service and cremation was held at Bradwell
Crematorium on Thursday September 1st and donations
were sent to the Douglas Macmillan Hospice. Christine will be
missed by all her family and friends.
Margaret Richardson.
On the 20th August 2011, Margaret of Hill Terrace Audley
sadly passed away. Margaret is now reunited with her late
husband Jim. She was the loving mother of Annette and
Brian, beloved grandma of Joanne, Ruth, Nick and Daren and
great grandma to Alfie.
Margaret was cremated in a private service at Bradwell
Crematorium followed by a service of Thanksgiving at St.
James’ Church. All donations were sent to Macmillan nurses
and the Talking Newspaper for the blind.
Please accept our condolences. Margaret will be sadly
missed by so many.
Joan Johnson
Joan aged 78 years peacefully passed away in her sleep at
her home in Boyles Hall Bignall End on the 23rd August 2011.
Joan was the devoted wife of husband John, loving mother
to daughter Deborah, son John and her cherished grand
children.
Joan was born in Hanley and was one of 7 sisters and as a
teenager moved to live in Miles Green with her family.
She met and married her husband John and they were
married at St. James’ Church Audley and lived in Princess
Avenue Audley where her two children were born.
Joan worked for many years as an office clerk for the
Browning Chemist store in Audley, (now the Balti restarant)
and eventually moved to its Newcastle branch, until its
closure.
Joan and her family then move to their present home in
Boyles Hall Bignall End.
Sadly John, her husband, was struck down after a stroke
14 years ago and Joan had devoted her time to care for him.
The funeral was held at the Audley Methodist Church in
New Road Bignall End, followed by cremation at the Bradwell
crematorium.
Joan was a loving gentle lady who always gave you a smile
when you met her, who will be sadly missed by her family and
all the friends who knew her.
To the friends and family of Joan please accept our
condolences.

Correction from issue 33.
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In issue 33 September 2011 we incorrectly spelt the name
of Kath Jervis who sadly passed away at her home in Wood
Lane on the 25th of July.
To Kath’s family and friends please accept our apologies
for the mistake.
E Moulton Editor.

Dennis Cartledge
Horne Brothers

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne 01782 721868
D. Cartledge 01782 720719
R. Horne 01782 721213

Mercedes wedding limousines for hire.
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
& 14 Birch Road, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent. Telephone:
01782 720719 or 01782 720238 Email: mark@
denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

Arthur Walker
Peacefully on the 29th September 2011, Arthur aged 85
years sadly passed away in the care of the Maples Residential
Home in Porthill.
Arthur of Albert Street Bignall End was the much loved
husband of the late Joan. He was a former Fire Officer at the
Royal Ordinance Factory at Radway Green.
Since his retirement he enjoyed his pastime of Outdoor
Bowling for both Audley Parish Bowling and Chesterton Park
Bowling clubs.
His funeral was held at the Bradwell Crematorium on the
10th October. Donations were given to the Audley Bowling
club.
Please accept our condolences.

First Burial at New Cemetery
The first burial was held at the new Parish Cemetery which
can be found next to the Audley Cricket Club, in Nantwich
Road Audley on Thursday the 13th October. The land has not
been consecrated. This is a public amenity administered by
Newcastle Borough Council, therefore available to people of
all faiths. Each plot can have the relevant consecration at the
time of burial. For details please contact 01782 616379.
The cemetery is expected to last for at least 100 years and
will be opened up in stages. No building will be built on the
land. We still await a name for the cemetery.
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Wilbraham House
make charitable
donation.
On the 4th November 2011 a
presentation was made at The
Wilbraham House Residential Care
Home to Councillor Ann Beech who is
the Chairperson of C.A.R.A.
A cheque for £200 was donated to the
Children of Audley Residents Association
from the proceeds of the Wilbraham
House annual summer fayre which
took place on Saturday 17th September.
The rest of the proceeds will be used in
providing comfort to the residents.

Change of Police
Non Emergency
Phone Number
From Tuesday the 8th of November
2011 communities across Staffordshire
and Stoke-on-Trent will have access
to 101, the national non-emergency
telephone number.

Audley Community News

Features

Councillor
Beech thanked
the staff and
residents of the
care home for
their generous
donation which
will now be
added to the
C.A.R.A. funds
to help provide
a recreation
amenity in
Wereton Road,
Audley.
Residents L/Right front row James
Sheldon, Evelyn Sonia Goodwin, Herbert

(Jack) Overton, William Hackney, Etty
Malpass. Back row Care home staff
with Sharon Blunden 5th left and
Councillor Ann Beech centre.

The introduction of the 101 number
will help communities to keep their
neighbourhood safe by giving them
one easy number to contact their local
police force to report non-emergency
crime and disorder. Our current number
(0300 123 4455) will remain in place
whilst our communities and partners
become familiar with 101. Calls to 101
will cost 15 pence per call, no matter

how long you are on the phone-this
applies to both landline and mobile
phones. In an emergency, the public
should continue to call 999, such as
when crime is in progress, when there is
danger to life or when violence is being
used or threatened.
Further information can be obtained
by visiting:
www.staffordshire.policeuk/101

Sponsored Walk in Aid of Charity.
During early August this year a walk
with a difference took place from
the village of Wyedale, nr Buxton to
Bakewell, all in aid of various charities.
Some of the local people of Audley and
surrounding area did the walk in aid of
Bowel Cancer Awareness.
The route followed the old railway
line along Monsaldale, going through
tunnels and over viaducts with
spectacular views along the way.
The sponsored walkers were treated
at the halfway point to snacks and
drinks supplied by Bibbies Transport
and upon the completion of the walk
at Bakewell old station, Peaches
Restaurant supplied a buffet tea.
The local walkers who took part
were, Geoff and Sandra Shaw, Garry
and Rosemary Pickerill, Paul Robotham,
Geoff Hughes, Jayne Spragg, Sheila
and John Hopkins, Jean Beckett and
Janet Brady with her family, Janet
Brady, Steve Brady, Kate Brady, Nikki
Brady, Geriant Palmer, Joan Brennan,

Kevin Brennan, Dennis Booth, Cynthia
Booth and Stuart Chadwick.
After the completion of the walk,
Bibbies Transport added £1000 to the
sponsored money giving a final total of
£3,100, which has now been donated
to the Bowel Cancer Awareness funds.
I wish to take this opportunity to

thank each and every one of the people
who sponsored us and all the people
who provided the most welcomed
refreshments.
John Hopkins.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Robert Speak 1921-2011 - A Tribute
Robert Speake came to live in Audley in
1967 and very quickly saw the need for
a thorough study of the history of the
parish. In 1969 he began a class in the
village to study history. He was truly the
pioneer of the serious study of Audley’s
history.
He was born and educated in
Manchester. He served in the Royal
Airforce during the 1939-45 war and
after demobilisation, he trained as a
history teacher and worked in schools in
North West England. He then moved to
Madeley College of Education and took
charge of post-graduate studies. He
began teaching adult classes for Keele
University and this led to the class in
Audley.
The book that resulted from the Audley
classes was “Audley”- ‘An out of the
way,quiet place’. It is worth recalling
the view of the class when he started
teaching:
“We were ready for Mr. Speake to

entertain us...he was going to tell us the
history of Audley and we were going to
put him right”.
But it did not work out like thathe turned the tables and the class
found themselves having to search
the historical records at Stafford and
elsewhere. As a good teacher, he
knew that was the way to research
the history of the parish. Other books
followed. There were the two books of
old postcards of Audley and a similar
one for Betley. There were substantial
volumes charting the history of Betley
and Barthomley.
Altogether Robert has left a great
legacy of historical work on the north
Staffordshire area.
He was not only interested in writing
about the past - he was also concerned
about its preservation for future
generations. So, he played a leading
role in the Save Audley campaign of the
1970s, and he was a member of

Newcastle Civic Society.
He was active in the establishment of
the Audley Millennium Green, stressing
especially the historical importance of
the site of the old castle. He was also a
trustee of the Green.
Robert Speake made a great
contribution to the parish and will be
remembered fondly by many people in
Audley.
Tony Lancaster.

Proposed New Boundary Changes!!!
You may well have heard of the change
proposed by the Boundary Commission.
These changes would result in
Newcastle being cut in half. This
ludicrous decision would result in
Audley, together with Halmer End,
Alsagers Bank, Betley and many other
local villages being lumped into a new
Parliamentary seat called Kidsgrove
and Tunstall. What on earth they are
thinking is beyond understanding. We

have no connection whatsoever with
Kidsgrove and Tunstall. The rest of
Newcastle would then be pushed off to
join Stone, Barlaston, Blythe Bridge etc.
Newcastle effectively losing its identity.
I believe that we should
oppose such a move and would
urge anyone feeling the same to voice
their opposition by writing to: The
Boundary Commission For England
35 Great Smith Street London SW1P

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

3BQ or e-mail westmidlands@
bcommengland.x.951.gov.uk
The MP for our area Paul Farrelly
would appreciate your comments as
he opposes the change. So join the
campaign to save Newcastle. The
people suggesting these changes either
have no knowledge of our local history,
or, have chosen to ignore it.
Bert Proctor Parish Councillor for Bignall
End and Wood Lane. Bert Proctor.
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The Perfect Fit

Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to:

Image: www.portmeirion.co.uk

60 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary: 07587 153449 Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834
Caretaker Enquiries: 07587 177637 Chairman Ron Bourne: 07946 734008

POP-IN for a coffee............

MONDAY

We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee
Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t need any experience, just a
willingness to help. If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are
interested then just ask Ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or if
you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Thank you.

Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Contact: Annette 01782 720646.
Weight Watchers ~ 5.45pm to 8.15pm
Contact Sandra on 07897248074

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Baby, Soccer, ~ 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Contact Karl 07747867745
Slimming World, Sheila 07969 611659
Start 9.30am -11.30am and 4.30pm –
8.30pm
Coffee Morning set up 8.30pm - 10pm
1st Tuesday of each month Gin & Tonic
2.45pm to 4.15pm

Having a Party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group
or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a
Public gathering? ………………
Contact our Booking Secretary
on 07506159834 or
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
for more information.

COFFEE MORNING
& BARGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FREE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee Morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.00am until 11.30am
Zumba Dancing 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Contact Barbara on 07977211484

THURSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm
Contact: Deb 01782 723960

FRIDAY
Audley Community News
10.30 - 12.30pm
Contact Ernie 01782 721565

Coming up…………
Contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008.
3rd Saturday of the month available for hire.
The management team wishes to thank each and everyone who has given their
support to the Community Centre during 2011.
We also wish to take this opportunity to wish you all

A Very Merry Christmas & A Prosperous New Year

SATURDAY MORNING
My BabyTime ~ Every 2nd & 4th Sat
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337

Car Boots 2012

PAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat of month
For information please contact:
Sandra: 07782349524
or:
Dawn: 07921450599
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Parish couple’s
celebrations.
Pictured on the right Kath Joynson and
David Eardley with their guests at their
recent wedding. They were married at
St. James Church Audley on September
10th 2011 and honeymooned in
Cornwall following the ceremony.
Both had lost their life partners due to
terminal illness.
Kath Shakeshaft was born on
the Wirral and came to live in North
Staffordshire in 1953. She met her first
husband Arthur Joynson whilst working
at Michelin in Stoke as an Administrator
in 1960. They got married in 1964 and
settled in Clayton. They had three sons,
David, Christopher and Andrew and
came to live in Audley in 1989. Prior
to this, Arthur joined Audley Male Voice
Choir as a second tenor and remained
a member until his death. Kath retired
from Michelin in 2003 and joined the
Newcastle Community and Voluntary
Support Organisation as a Senior
Administrator until she left to care for
Arthur. Following her bereavement
Kath became a volunteer driver for
Newcastle Door2Door service which
provides transport for residents who
have difficulty using Public Transport.

During this time she and David became
friends and romance blossomed.
David (or Dave as he is known) is an
Audley “Eardley”. He met his first wife
Thelma Bowyer on a blind date. Thelma
was born in Crewe and their courting
and romance was made possible
by Crosville’s K27 Crewe to Audley
bus service. Dave was successful in
obtaining a technical apprenticeship
with Rolls Royce Limited at the Crewe
factory in September 1962. Thelma
and Dave were also married in 1964
and initially went to live with Thelma’s
parents in Crewe. They bought their
first house in Bignall End in 1967. They
had one son, Christopher in 1971.
Thelma was a sewing machinist, first at
Crewe’s Co-operative Clothing Factory
and then Austin Reed.
Dave progressed from a laboratory
assistant to a Senior Materials
Technologist at Rolls Royce and he
took early retirement in 2003 to look
after Thelma who was then seriously ill.
Following Thelma’s death in November
2003, Rolls Royce, which was then
Bentley Motors offered Dave a full
time consultancy role which he has
continued to date, although now in a
part time capacity.
Dave is an active member of the
Audley Methodist Church and a

Bignall End
Hair Studio
Quality styling by qualified staff
specialist on all types of hairdressing.

volunteer projectionist at Stoke Film
Theatre projectionist at the Palace
(in his youth he was a part time Cinema
in Audley). Dave joined Audley Male
Voice Choir in 1980 following in his
father’s footsteps as a first tenor and
is still singing today. Dave is also a
‘geriatric hells angel’ who can often
be seen riding his 1957 Velocette LE
or his 1959 Venom. Kath has more
infrequently been seen riding pillion.
Both Kath and Dave have taken up
Crown Green Bowling and are members
of Barthomley Bowling Club.
“I don’t know how they found
time to get married!!’
(Ernie-Editor).

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

Open 5 days per week | Mon Closed | Tue 9.30am - 5.00pm.
Wed. 1pm - 5.00pm | Thurs 1pm - 6.00pm.
Friday 9.30am - 7.00pm | Sat 9.30am - 3.00pm.

Tibb Street Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot. 01782 722777

£7.00
£6.50
£5.00
£4.00
£4.00
£8.50
£1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE
Christmas celebrations,carol service at St. James’
Happy tidings of great joy, children’s laughter playing games
Ringing bells to welcome a new King born this day
Illuminating lights, colours adorn branches in display
Snow, pure white, crisp crunches where footsteps tread
Treasure gifted in children’s smiles, Town Field racing sled
Merry days with mistletoe, parties, presents packed with love
All designed for Christmas, lifting hearts to Heaven above
Sending Joy and cards with greetings written inside upon
Christmas-Merry Christmas-to You and Everyone
Peter W. Hodgkins.
*************************************************

************************************************

1/2 Price class with this advert!!

(You Must bring this advert with you for it to be valid)

BIgnall End Cricket Club, Boon Hill
Tuesday’s 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Also at......

Crewe Alexandra F.C Carlsberg Lounge

PAINTER & DECORATOR

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Gary Ford. Tel: 01782 622402 Mob: 07928661030

Christmas Concert

Mondays 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Wednesdays 6.30pm - 7.30pm & 7.30pm - 8.30pm

St.James Church, Audley

£4 per session
Ditch the workout, join the party!

Saturday 10th December 7.00pm

For further details or questions please contact Katy on:
Mobile-07854987413
Email-ktdance@hotmail.co.uk
ZUMBA® and Zumba Fitness logos are trademarks
of Zumba Fitness, LLC, used under license.

Audley Ladies Choir
Cheshire Brass
Crewe Male Voice Choir
Philip Cartwright
Tickets £5 from Church Office & Audley Ladies Choir
Refreshments will be available after the
concert.
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Wood Lane
Cricket Club
And the point is.....
It’s a dream fulfilled

This article was originally intended to
follow on from the one in the September
issue regarding the development of
Wood Lane CSC from its humble
beginnings to the present day. However
recent events have dictated that we
concentrate on 2011 while it is still
news and not simply a part of the club’s
history.
(In a future issue it is intended to
complete the details of the intervening
years from 1976 to 2010.)
For anyone who is unaware, the
success or failure of a cricket club is
usually determined in the winter months
when meetings take place to discuss
the composition of a team for the
following summer.
The usual questions to be answered
are:
- Are any players leaving the club?
- Do any second team players merit
promotion into the first XI?
- Has our Junior set up provided
another little gem capable of playing
senior cricket?
- Should we obtain paid players who
can bat or bowl or both?
As Wood Lane entered April 2011, most
of these questions had been answered
on a democratic basis. However,
inevitably, some dissenting voices
thought we were a little light on batting
and fielding was not our strongest suit.
The only area of consensus was that we
had a strong bowling attack following
the signing of Asad Ali, a player on
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the verge of the Pakistani Test Squad,
Atif Sheikh, a youngster contracted to
Derbyshire County CC who had been
a substitute professional for the club
in 2010 and performed superbly in
a thrilling victory at Burslem and the
perennial Steve Norcup who despite his
dodgy knees regularly finishes in the top
10 leading amateur wicket takers.
The club’s aspirations for the season
were the retention of our premiership
status and continuation of success in
Cup Competitions. Following the last
match preservation of premiership
cricket at Megacre in 2010 was more
to do with administration than playing
ability, mid table mediocrity would
have been a welcoming place to find
ourselves.
This article is being written by
individuals whose cricketing days
are long gone and therefore simply
reflect the opinions of the volunteer
Management members of the club,
whether the captain of our first XI,
Daniel Brierley and the regular first XI
had different aspirations or expectations
for the forthcoming season, only they
can say.
The fixture list gave a very interesting
opening game of the season with
a local derby at Audley on the 16th
April. Following a competent bowling
performance, an inability to catch a cold
and with the batting failing miserably,
the optimism and anticipation for an
enjoyable season diminished very
quickly. As both players and supporters
walked through the gates on Nantwich
Road the omens were not particularly
good for the 2011 season, as the rain
clouds gathered overhead.
The premature pessimism diminished
over the next 8 weeks during which
time 5 victories and two draws enabled
the club to top the Premier League for
the first time in its history after a victory
at Longton on the 11th June.
However, somewhat surprisingly,
or perhaps realistically, the pre match
conversations the following week were
more about how many points we were
from the relegation zone rather than
how many points we led the League by.
Normal service was resumed the
following week against Stone, alongside
Audley, our closest challengers at that
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time, when we experienced only our
second defeat of the season in a close
fought contest.
As a result of some brave positive
cricket, some exceptional individual
performances and the creation of a
solid team spirit, 4 games out of the
next 5 games were won resulting in a
return to the top of the League on the
2nd July following a revenge victory
against Audley at Megacre. This led
to a greater optimism that winning the
League was a possibility, despite most
supporters first port of call each Monday
still being the bottom of the League
table printed in the Sentinel, to ascertain
how many points clear of relegation we
were!
On the 31st July the club won
its first Cup of the season when a
comprehensive victory against Stone at
Oulton, resulted in the Coors Phoenix
League winners trophy being brought
back to Megacre. The following Sunday
a second trophy found its way to
Megacre when our local rivals Audley
were defeated, in the final of the League
T20 competition at Longton, by 33 runs
in a closely fought contest.
Both of these Cup victories occurred
after disappointing league defeats on
the Saturdays before the matches to
Burslem and Porthill. However the
encouraging factor was the ability of
the lads to lift themselves after these
defeats and to raise their game.
Allied to the first team’s successes
was a mid season recognition that
the second XI was having a difficult
season with regular players being
unavailable. A fact which necessitated
many youngsters being blooded and
a few elder statesmen coming out of
retirement. A brief flirtation with the
possibility of relegation was forgotten as
a direct result of a good team spirit and
contributions from all the players which
resulted in a highly respectable 6th
position in the final league table.
Having topped the League from the
2nd of July and the main contenders for
the title now being Leek and Hem Heath,
the penultimate game of the season
was at Leek where defeat appeared to
severely dent our title aspirations and
resulted in a drop to third place in the
League.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

On Saturday 17th September a trip to
Burslem would decide the club’s fate.
Regular communications with Leek
and Hem Heath were established as
even a victory by Wood Lane could still
only enable a respectable finish to the
season if Leek or Hem Heath were to
claim a victory. The rain clouds that
had hovered overhead at Audley on the
first match of the season redressed
the balance by missing Burslem to a
considerably lesser extent than both
Leek and Hem Heath. There is a lot to
be said for the theory of micro climates.
Following a tense and nerve wracking
afternoon the title came to the Megacre
Cricket Ground by a solitary point.
Of all the permutations available, a
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winning draw for Wood Lane would have
been the most unlikely result to give the
club its first Premier League title.
While a single point determined the
winter home of the Championship trophy
there are some interesting statistics
associated with winning the League
which should noted:Of the last 8 games of the season
only one resulted in victory-perhaps a
set of similar circumstances for a club
in the dim and distant past coined the
phrase “Its tough at the top” or perhaps
a sport psychologist is required more
than an opening bowler!
The first XI comprised 8 regular
players who had commenced their
cricket careers at Wood Lane as juniors,

a significant example of the power of
Junior Development.
Disappointingly none of the first XI’s
achievements were gained at home in
front of our membership.
In order to build on this exceptional
achievement the club must continue to
look forward and try to go from strength
to strength. This will only be achieved
as a result of the continuing effort
from our much appreciated sponsors,
members and volunteers.
It should always be remembered that
history is created by looking forward not
backwards.
Gary Norcup.

Audley Parish Bowling Club
Celebrations
2011 has brought Audley Parish Bowling Club its 20th year
of celebrations and the members at the club have been
running an ‘Anniversary In-club Competition’ in aid of charity.
Mr. Dennis Cartledge, local funeral director of Ravens Lane
Bignall End, has made a £200 sponsorship donation in aid of
their celebration. Mr. Cartledge has agreed that they use half
of the sponsor money to increase their charitable donation.
The competition consisted of four teams, each sponsoring
a different charity and the final was won by the ‘Blue’ team.
So together will the money raised from sponsorship and
the half of Mr. Cartledge’s donation, ‘Marie Curie Cancer
Research’ has received a cheque for £150.
The club wishes to express their gratitude to Mr. Cartledge
(Funeral Directors) for their generous donation.

Shanti & Jai Yoga

Charity Christmas Class Tuesday, 20th December,
6.30pm. All proceeds to Dr. Hadwen Trust. £4.50 adv tickets,
£5.50 on the night, Held at Richard Heathcote Primary School
Alsagers Bank. Contact Deb on: 07515103411

A photograph of the winning team above shows left
to right: Linda Chilton, Alan Durber (Capt.), Ellie Oakes,
Malcolm Wright, May Jones, Charles Carnes, Isobel Maddock
and Carol Durber.

Liberal Councillors
Advice Surgeries
Councillor Dylis Cornes
County Councillor
Tel: (01782) 720289
E-mail: dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
Councillor Ian Wilkes
Borough Councillor
Tel: (01782) 722343
E-mail: wkrodin@aol.co.uk
Councillor Andrew Wemyss
Tel. (01782) 723117
E-mail: andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
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A Local Myth
Exploded
There’s a well known old saying in
Ireland, resulting from the weather
there, that “When you can see the
mountains, it’s a sign of rain. When you
can’t see the mountains. its raining.”
This saying has been adopted and
adapted for many places throughout
Britain. Locally, the version has
long been “When you can see the
Wrekin.....”, I well remember being told
this when I was a young lad looking
out from my home on Rye Hills, and no
doubt many of you absorbed the old folk
lore from various other vantage points
around the parish.
Well there are one or two flaws with
this statement.
Sometimes you can’t see the Wrekin
because of the heat haze.
Sometimes it’s foggy.
Sometimes it’s night.
But the major flaw in the statement
is - what you are looking at is NOT the
Wrekin.
“Fiddlesticks!” I hear you cry. “What
is this nonsense? My Grandad always
said it was the Wrekin, and he should
know. My Grandmother apparently
travelled around it on numerous
occasions”. My Grandad said the same

77th Audley
Scouts
Many of you may not notice us, but we
have always been in the background, a
part of Audley not always seen or heard
from.
We are the 77th Audley Scouts and in
October 2012 we celebrate our 100th
year of scouting in Audley.
77th Audley’s first warranted leader
was Scoutmaster Mr. W.F.Laurels
who started on the 10th June 1912,
closely followed in December 1912
by Scoutmaster Mr. W.F.Fishburn with
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and he was no fool. But ask yourself
this - how often had those guys been
out of Audley? And how far?
Did they even have a map? Well
I’ve been out of Audley, and I’ve seen
a hill or two along the way. But most
importantly I’ve been to that familiar
double humped hill I could see from
my childhood home. I took a compass
bearing from Rye Hills, I took my
Ordnance Survey atlas, my compass,
my marmalade sandwiches and I set
out. By way of Whitchurch, through
Wem, then Baschurch, Great Ness,
Crewe Green.....
And there it was - Breidden Hill. Or
as they call it locally, The Breiddens,
because there are actually five hills.
Set between the River Severn, the
B4393 and the A458, with the village
of Criggion on its slopes and Admiral
Rodney’s Pillar on the top of the
northernmost hill.
Now I know you still don’t believe me,
so let me set you a task. On a clear
day (dare I say when it’s going to rain?),
take a map, a compass (magnetic, not
the one for drawing circles) and some
binoculars. Go to a suitable vantage
point - the Monument, Peggy’s Bank,
Boon Hill, Alsagers Bank - and pick
out various landmarks which you can
see and take a compass bearing for
each. Start in the north west with the
cooling tower of Fiddler’s Ferry power
station, then round a touch west to the

memorial on the top of Frodsham Hill,
further west to Beeston Castle, round to
Berwyn, then the Breiddens, and finally
to the Wrekin - and good luck with that
one!
Finally, align your map with one of
these landmarks that you are sure of
(to allow for any compass error and
differences between magnetic north
and grid or true north) and you can then
work out what the others are. Simple!
Ok, so you don’t really want to do
that. Too energetic. Too difficult. So
below are the (approximate bearings for
each of those features.
Now remember, South is 180
degrees, South-West is 225, West is
270, North-West is 315.
Jodrell Bank		
358 deg
Fiddler’s Ferry		
323
Frodsham Hill		
310
Beeston Castle
284
Berwyn		 254
The Breiddens
234
The Wrekin		
202
Got that last one?
202 degrees, that’s South-SouthWest in old money.
Check it out. Then check where you
would have to be standing to see a hill
29 miles away in that direction.
Now do you believe me?
If not, write to the editor.

Assistant Scout Leader Mr. Proctor.
From this early start the group has
met in many locations in the village
before settling at the old Salvation Army
Hall in Wereton Road.
The Hall was purchased in 1956 and
later renamed The Warham Hall after the
efforts of the Warham family, especially
Arthur, to keep the group going.
We have had our ups and downs,
members come and go, but we are still
here.
Complacency is not for us. The
demand the members make on us as
leaders is high and we are always on
the lookout for people to help.
It is not help we are now looking
for but you who have helped or been
associated with us in the past.

The details of the group up to 1978
are very sparse and if anyone can help
to fill in the gaps with either pictures or
knowledge please get in touch with me.
This group is run by a team of people
who enjoy working with young people
and we wish to expand what we offer to
a wider community, this will mean more
leaders and helpers.
This celebration is to show the
village, who we are and what scouting is
all about.
For more details on how to be part of
your village scouts group, or to be part
of the voluntary members who run the
group, or to help us to put together our
history records please contact me:
Chris Symonds Leader
Tel: 01782 723139.

Barry McGuire.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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News from Audley
Male Voice Choir.
The summer months have seen the choir preparing for its
Gala Concert in the Victoria Hall Hanley which took place on
the 2nd of October. The concert featured Fodens Band and
in the words of the Sentinel Critic “the audience were treated
to an evening of dazzling music”. The concert included
some new arrangements from the choir in their programme
and they were praised for their faultless diction and their
accompanist Ian Riddle for his superb accompaniments.
The review concluded by saying “as long as Audley Male
Voice Choir offer concerts of this quality audiences in large
numbers will continue to support them”.
By the time that you read this the choir will be well into
its autumn programme and will have visited Knutsford,
Congleton and given a concert in Audley Methodist Church.
The year will conclude with a visit to Trentham Gardens
on the Sunday before Christmas for the Douglas Macmillan
Christmas Sing-a-Long. Our Annual Celebrity Concert is
scheduled for the 25th of March 2012.
The choir were represented at the “Audley Day” on the
Millennium Green in September where interest was shown in
the choir activities.

Pictured at the Audley Day are Left/Right Barry James,
Leon Warburton and Allan Wright.
The choir recently embarked on a determined recruting drive
and anyone interested in joining the choir would be most
welcome to come to any rehearsal at the Central Methodist
Church, Audley on Thursday evenings at 7.30pm.
At this time of year we would like to wish everyone a Joyful
Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year. P.W Broadhurst.

Spotlight on Audley Rural Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping
in close and regular contact with its electorate and provides
a focus for voluntary organisations in the area.
Our Council comprises of three wards:
Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End which are represented
by a total of 15 councillors, who volunteer their time:
Mr. H Proctor (Chair)
Mrs. V Pearson
Mr. D Cornes
Mrs. B Kinnersley
Mr. P J Morgan
Mrs. C D Cornes
Mrs. A Beech
Mrs. K Davison

Mr. A Wemyss
Mr. M Dolman
Mr. P Warren
Mr. E Durber
Mr. T Sproston
Mr. C C Cooper
Mr. P Breuer

You can visit our website at - http://audleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk or visit the 7 notice boards across the parish for more
information, agendas and minutes.
If you have some good pictures taken in the Parish for our
website, please send them to the Clerk whose details are as
follows:
You can contact Miss C. Pellatt, Parish Clerk at:
Phone: 07901 692414
Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post: Lyngarth, Barthomley Road, Audley,
Staffs ST7 8HU

You can contact Mr. Proctor, the Chair of the
Parish Council as follows:
Phone: 07900 166169
Email: ryehills.farm@googlemail.com
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to
let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to the
Parish. Members of the public are welcome to attend any
meeting of the Council. We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday
of every month at 7pm, at venues located around the Parish.
Residents are able to address the council during the public
participation session.
Calling all residents - Barthomley Road pond
needs you!
Located where Barthomley Road meets Nantwich Road, a
discreet wild life haven exists for the benefit of the Parish.
Crafted a number of years ago, it was once a well-kept
sanctuary for both wildlife and residents, maintained by a
group of community volunteers. The wildlife still lives there,
but it is seriously overgrown and needs some TLC. We are
looking for a new group of volunteers to help look after it,
ensuring that it remains in the hands of the Parish. You don’t
need to be local and any help you can offer would be much
appreciated. Please contact the Parish Clerk, on 07901
692414 or email: audleyparishcouncil@homail.co.uk if you
are interested in helping.
Miss C. Pellatt ARPC Clerk.
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Audley Football Clubs
2012 Beer Festival
Time is now upon us to once again start
to organise our forthcoming annual
Beer Festival to be held at the Audley
football Club.
Previous festivals have proven to be
a really popular community event and
we find that people look forward to it
each year.
We are a well established festival
which is now penciled in on the beer
drinker’s calendar, which attracts beer,
drinkers from far and wide. Last year’s
annual event even attracted visitors
from Chicago U.S.A.
The 2011 Beer Festival help to raise
£6478; this money has been ploughed
back into the club for the benefit of the
players and to further develop our club
facilities.
As with previous years we will, at
the end of the 2012 festival, be making
a charitable donation from the profits
taken at the festival. Our chosen local
groups this year will be The Audley 1st
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Responders group and also The Audley
Community News.
The Football Club is situated in Old
Road, Bignall End, (ST7 8HQ) and is
on a main bus route from Newcastle,
Hanley and Stoke.
The nearest bus stop is situated at
the ‘Old Council Offices’, New Road,
Audley.
From this bus stop walk towards
Bignall End, down the hill and then take
the 1st left into Old Road and you will
find the Football Club on your left hand
side of the road.
If you plan a visit by train ( which
people did last year) the nearest train
station is in Alsager, this is an 8 minute
taxi ride to the festival.
If you have not visited the festival
before, please pay us a visit, we
promise you won’t be disappointed.
Come and sample our large array of
real ales, ciders, fresh pork pies and a
varied selection of baps and rolls.
This will be the 11th consecutive
Beer Festival and each year we try to
make each one the best yet.

From Osaka to Audley
Townhouse Farm lies just on the outskirts of Audley on the
Alsager Road and tucked away in a corner, in Studio 10, is a
treasure-trove of unique gifts, handbags, fabrics, scarves and
authentic Japanese kimono.
Helen Smith opened her shop in September 2011 after
working at home for the past eight years, selling on her
website, www.clothaholics.com.
During that time, she gave regular talks about kimono and
kimono fabrics to sewing groups and Women’s Institutes all
over the Midlands.
“It was a bit isolating working at home so I really enjoy
giving the talks. I’m hoping that some of the people I’ve
spoken to over the past few years and my customers on the
web will come and visit me at the shop.
I have my sewing machine set up there and I’m making
shoulder bags from the vintage kimono silks, as well as
cushions and table-runners. I also make curtains from Indian
block-print throws, which are another love of mine.
I’m offering a sewing service for curtains, cushions, etc,
which I’m hoping will be useful to local people.

Sponsors.
If you wish to be associated with our
2012 festival which will be running from
February 13th to February 19th you can
become a sponsor of a barrel, please do
not hesitate to contact me by post to:
Audley Football Club
Town Fields, Old Road
Bignall End Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7
8QH.
Or call me Kelvin Chell on:
07742688047.
Sponsor prices are as follows:
Full Barrel £80, 3/4 £60,1/2 £40,
1/4 £20.
I wish to say that all festival organisers
and workers on the festival are all unpaid volunteers and all give their time
and effort freely to help benefit the
Football Club and its chosen Community
Groups.
Any support you can give would be
greatly appreciated.
Kelvin Chell.

I’ve lived in this area for the past 10 years and I love it
here.
Audley seems to be ‘on the up’ in terms of shops and
businesses and I’m hoping that my shop will become a valued
part of that.
The shop is open Tuesday to Friday from 10am until 5pm,
but is closed from 1pm to 2pm.
Saturdays it’s open from 10am until 1pm.

Clothaholics
Interiors & Gifts
Vintage Japanese kimono and fabrics
Limited edition handbags & scarves
Bespoke sewing service
Studio 10, Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road

Tel: 07969 487823
Open Tuesday to Saturday.

Disclaimer:
The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with
the views or opinions expressed by contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling
mistakes. To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or e-mail audleycommunity news@ yahoo.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Kids Christmas Find the Santa
Under 10s competition

Throughout the magazine we have hidden 12 SANTAS,
when you find them note the page number and send your
answers to The Editor. Answer must be in by 15th December
2011. The first 12 with the correct answer will recive a:

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

‘Christmas Selection Box’
Send your answers to: 23 Wood Street
Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL
*********************************************************

Two Saints Way
In the late Middle Ages, pilgrimage was a very popular
activity and now, in our own time, there is a revival of
pilgrimage occurring, with increasing numbers walking
the famous Camino route to Santiago and also the new
pilgrimage routes opening in the United Kingdom.
One of the route currently being planned is the Two Saints
Way between the cathedral cities of Chester and Litchfield.
This 88 mile footpath will be passing through Audley Parish.
From the direction of the Wagon & Horses, it will go on a
footpath under the M6, then via Greenbutts Farm, Dean
Brook, Wynbrook, Ryehills and Miles Green Farm before
continuing through Apedale.
One of the aims of the Two Saints Way project is that it
will be a new walking route which will break the mould and
have some special features which will attract many who
have not been on a long distance walking route before as
well as seasoned walkers. For more details contact David
Pott on 07932 790525 or email dlpott@twosaintsway.org.
uk or check the website at www.twosaintsway.org.uk

Staffordshire Police go Fishing
Community police officers with help from local business
have been organising fishing competitions during the
school holidays for local children from our parish. They had
tremendous support from local business which enabled them
to purchase prizes for the top 3 anglers of the day and to keep
everyone fed and watered.
The first competition that was held in August and took
place at Cloggers pool, Halmer End. Although not many fish
were caught the kids had a really good time and it kept them
occupied all day.
October half term saw the second fishing competition
which, thanks to Alan Brown, took place at Minnie Pool
Halmer End. The children really enjoyed the day catching
much bigger fish.
The police would like to thank Tesco, Co-op and Bargain
Booze for their kind donations of refreshments and Ian Wilkes,
Alan Baxter, LAP, Audley Parish Bowmen and Jumbo Skips for
all their help to make these 2 days enjoyable for the children.

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.

GK MOTORSPORT
Auto welding specialist.
Brakes, clutches, Tuning for
most makes and models.
MOT failures free estimates.
Pre MOT inspection.
Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

BEER FESTIVAL NUMBER 11
AT
AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
OLD ROAD, BIGNALL END
FEB13th~FEB 19th

OPENING TIMES

MON to FRI -6pm to Midnight
SAT - Noon to Midnight
SUN - Noon to 4pm
At least 38 Real Ales and Ciders
All the best brews
FREE ADMISSION No!! admission after 11pm.
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A Message from
Christian View Point
“Come in and welcome”
What a strange -uncomfortableinhospitable occasion was Jesus’ arrival
on Earth- a middle aged man and a
very young girl desperately looking for
lodgings. ANYWHERE!! to stay-because
a birth was imminent.
I wonder how Joseph was feeling?
As I recall, calmness and serenity are
not characteristics we associate with
expectant fathers-even under NHS
conditions.
And how about Mary-it sounds so
simple-”And she gave birth to her first
born son and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes and laid him in a manger”.
This was a fastidious, devoutly Jewish
girl-was she thrilled to bits to be having
her first baby in a cave behind an inn?
It was probably chilly, certainly smelly.
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Would there have been hot water,
running water even?
No quick shot of pethadine or the old
gas and air, no epidural to ease the pain
and still the panic. Young women then
were no different to women today.
No soft towels-no comfy pillows to
lean back on as she finally looked at her
baby, counted his fingers and toes and
thanked God for his safe arrival.
I wonder if this teenage mum was
alone-apart from Joseph and the
animals. The Bible says that it was SHE
who wrapped him up and laid him down
to sleep. Were the village women too
busy to lend a hand and ease the anxiety
of the event, did anyone know what was
happening?
Well-one thing we can be sure of
is that God was there-just as He was
33 years later when Simon’s prophecy
came true and Mary stood at the foot
of the cross and watched her lovely boy
slowly die to pay for our sin and He was

Halmer End
Methodist
Church

The service is suitable for all ages.
Sunday 18th December Carol
Service at 3.00pm.
Come and sing Christmas Carols when
their preacher will be Mr. Mike Rowley.

Halmer End Methodist Church invites
you to come and share Worship with
them each Sunday at 10am.

Christmas Day - Family
Service at 10.00am
Come and share in the joy of Christmas
Celebration with their minister Rev.
Jenny MacGregor

A special invitation is given to the
following services and events.
Memorial Service on Sunday
27th November at 4.00pm.
Come and light a candle in
Remembrance of your loved ones.
Christmas Celebrations
Sunday 4th December at
2.30pm
Carols at the Poplars Care Home in
Alsagers Bank.
Christingle Service Thursday
8th December at 6.00pm
You are invited to join with them for their
annual Christingle Service.
This is a special occasion for the
Brownies and Monday Club families and
any members of the public who would
like to join with them.
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also there on that 1st Easter Sunday
when slowly, the glorious realization
of the Resurrection dawned on her
and freed her forever from doubt and
despair.
What a strange uncomfortable
inhospitable coming was Jesus’ arrival
on earth.
It is so very different today-still he
tries to be born on Earth, doesn’t He?
Not this time in a cave in Bethlehem-but
in the hearts of every person living on
Earth (1 Tim. 2v3-6).
Why not read the story yourself (Luke
Chapter 1). God put it there just for
you and then will you consider inviting
Him to come and live in your heart this
Christmas time? If you do you will never
be the same again and your eternity will
be sorted.
May your Christmas be filled with
love, joy and peace that only Jesus
brings.
Barbara Jones.

Special Announcement for a
Minnie Pit Remembrance Day
Thursday 12th January 2012
10.00am until 3.00pm
Last year in ‘The Sentinel’ Newspaper’
the story was told of a lady from Talke
who came each year to the village of
Halmer End on the 12th January to
remember a relative who had died in
the Minnie Pit Disaster of 12th
January 1918.
Friends at Halmer End Methodist
Church, who have sought to keep alive
the memory of those who died in the
disaster, will open the Chapel from
10.00am until 3.00pm on Thursday
12th January 2012, so that any visitors
who come to the village to visit the
Minnie Pit site or any of its memorials

can have an opportunity to call in at the
Chapel for a time of quiet remembrance.
For more information
For more information about any of our
services or events or to know about any
of the regular groups which meet at
Halmer End Methodist Church, please
contact either our minister Rev. Jenny
MacGregor on: 01782 720267 or
David Rowley on : 01782 722014.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Halmer End
Bateswood
Wildlife Trust
Needs Your Support
Many of you will have seen press coverage regarding
Newcastle Borough Council’s proposed plans for the
Bateswood Nature Reserve at Halmer End.
Pool
There has been a proposal to allow fishing on the pool which
will be leased out to the fishing club who has put in the
highest tender.
Local fishermen please note-membership of these clubs
costs hundreds of pounds.
Those of you who enjoy feeding the ducks or walking your
dogs-perhaps letting them swim in the water-be warned.
Fishing clubs would discourage both of these activities.
We know reputable clubs would encourage responsible
usage of the pool and surroundings by its members, but
we believe Bateswood is not big enough to accommodate a
fishing club and space for locals to enjoy the reserve as well.
Bridle way
There is also a proposed extension to the existing bridle way
which would be a circular route around the site which would
cross many public pathways. This is an entirely unnecessary
and invasive intrusion onto the reserve which would also
destroy an existing pleasant walk along the old railway line.
There is no shortage of bridle ways in the vicinity. Apedale
Country Park has an extensive bridle way and just half a
mile away there are at least two and a half miles of paths at
Grubbers Hill Farm. The existing bridle way at Bateswood
runs from Halmer End to Leycett!!
Nature Reserve
The original intention of the Borough Council was to provide
a nature reserve with a pool for the local residents who had
to put up with years of open cast mining on the same site.
The people of Halmer End deserve Bateswood to remain
as it is-for their quiet enjoyment and appreciation of nature.
Wildlife Trust
Halmer End Wildlife Trust have raised thousands of pounds
through grants over the last few years to provide seats,
floating duck islands and a wild flower meadow.
They have tried to keep the site clean and tidy with regular
litter picks and have planted hundreds of bluebells, daffodils
and trees and Bateswood is maturing nicely.

Support us
If, like members of the Wildlife Trust, you’d like Bateswood
to remain as it is PLEASE PLEASE find time to write to
either:
Mary Turner 16 Station Road, Miles Green, Staffs ST7 8LJ
Ike Williams 295 High Street, Alsagers Bank Staffs ST7 8DP
Clive Parry Rose Villa, High Street, Halmer End Sot ST7 8AD
The Wildlife Trust is determined to fight these proposals, if it is
what the community want, but we need your help.
The Wildlife Trust feels that the Borough Council should
stand by its original principles on which the group was
founded and say NO FISHING and NO BRIDLE WAY
EXTENSION at Bateswood.
Audley Community News would love to hear from any
member of our parish who feels the need to support this
action by the Wildlife Trust. Please contact the Editor.
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Audley &
District WI
News 2011
Firstly, can I just express my thanks to
everyone who has been in touch with
regards to the article in the last issue of
the Audley Community News about my
husband Graham’s new fishing book,
‘Angling Essays’.
It has been amazing, we have learned
of a fan club in Newcastle and old
friends have contacted us who saw a
copy on a caravan site in Hereford.
Another interesting story has also
occurred. Several Sundays ago I had a
telephone call from a gentleman from
Hyde in Cheshire with regards to my
article about our 50th birthday party that
included a photograph of the founder
members of the WI.
His name was Jack Harrison, who
originated from Halmer End and he
wondered if I knew Kath Windsor who
was on the front row of the photograph.
Kath is his cousin and he hadn’t seen
her for 70 years. I said I knew Kath very
well and was in touch with her every
week.
Anyway, Jack made contact with
Kath and then visited her for Sunday
tea. They now keep in touch by phone
and he is coming to visit again.
It’s amazing that the Audley
Community News has reunited two very
good friends, both in their 90s.
Hopefully there will be many visits.

News of the WI.
We have had some very good meetings
in July. We had a ‘Taste of Chocolate’
with Angela Webb, including chocolate
tasting which I was looking forward to,
but it was mainly dark chocolate and
how it originated. Unfortunately I don’t
like dark chocolate, but Angela was very
amusing and interesting.
In August we had Barbara Marshall
telling us about ‘The Chadsmore
Tapestries’. Chadsmore is near
Cannock and the tapestries in the
church were done by Barbara and
friends.
All the pews in the church had
individual tapestries on the back seats
and complimentary seating which
took 10 years to complete. They
looked unbelievable. They designed
the tapestries themselves, with some
depicting Christian scenes.
If you were in the area it would be
well worth a visit.
In September we saw a slide show
about the valuable work carried out by
the RSPCA’s Stapeley Rescue Centre
in Nantwich. The RSPCA were left the
building and land by a lady who loved
animals.
You would be surprised at how large
the area is they cover and the number of
birds and animals they help.
‘Good to Live in Audley Day’ went
down well again. It was a beautiful
day and we at the WI had a stall. Our
sample cakes were enjoyed by all.
In the evening Audley Brass Band
performed ‘A Last Night at the Proms,
which was absolutely brilliant.
That is a dream of mine, to be on the
front row at the Albert Hall waving my
flag. Instead, my sister Mary and I were
on the Millennium Green waving our
flags!

HEATHER NIEWDACH
BSc (Hons). MChS.
Home Visiting Chiropody/Podiatry Practice
(Alsager and surrounding area)
Tel: 01270 883573
Mob: 07852 204335
Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

A young lad named James was the
trumpet soloist whose playing was
memorable.
Hopefully they will repeat the
performance next year and it will be
better supported.
Sadly we have lost a dedicated
member of our WI. Maureen
Edwards passed away on Friday, 30th
September, after a long battle which she
fought bravely and always with a positive
and humorous attitude.
We could write a book about
Maureen’s life in the WI. The fond
memories of her are endless, all of them
full of fun and if you spot any red-knitted
Santas with his feet on the wrong way
(he didn’t know whether he was coming
or going) I know who made them!
Maureen was one of those rare
human beings who had the ability
to light up a room whether it was a
meeting or a committee meeting where
her laughter and witty remarks are
sadly missed. A light has gone out in
our WI and although we have lost a
kind, generous and funny lady, the fond
memories of her will live on.
Forthcoming events:
‘A visit to Antarctica’ will be held on
24th November.
December is our Christmas Party
and on the 26th January 2012, Jenny
McGregor will present ‘Chocolates’.
The WI wishes you all a Happy
Christmas and a Healthy New Year.
Come and visit us on the last Thursday
in each month and join in the fun. You
will be made very welcome.
For more details contact either:
Anne at 01782 721957.
Glenis at 01782 722009.
Best wishes Anne Marsden.

walk 4 life

Walk4Life is part of the Change4Life movement
that has been set up to encourage families and adults
to eat well, move more and live longer, by making small
lifestyle changes that add up to big health benefits.
Walking is a great way to improve the general health of
the whole family.
Go to www.walk4life.info to find routes and country
walks throughout our county.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Ladies Cloth store for our village
As they say when one bus comes along you always see
another and that is the case for our village shops.
Within days of The Perfect Fit opening we now
welcome Pam Woodward the proprietor of Always a
Woman a new ladies wear store to Church Street Audley.
Pam, a resident of Miles Green and a former owner of a
sandwich shop in Cheadle, has now taken over the former
Co-op pharmacy store.
The store is just to suit the needs of the females of our
village including the younger generation, catering for all age
groups and stocks mixed sizes.
Pam, who you will find friendly and approachable is more
than happy to bring in designs of your choice. All you need to
do is ask.
The store is open 6 days a week from 9am to 5pm.

The Bible
in Voice
and Verse
Celebrating the 400th anniversary of
the publication of the King James Bible.
A special concert of words and music.
2011 is the 400th anniversary of the
publication of the King James Bible.
In addition to shaping the way we
speak and providing a handbook for
Christian worship the King James Bible
has inspired vast amounts of music,
in hymns, anthems, spirituals and
oratorios.
On Saturday 26th November at St.
James Church, Audley, Stoke on Trent,
the acclaimed Concert trio “In Voice and
Verse” will share with us the story of
Genesis to Revelation using the words

Audley & District
Probus Club
You will recall that in the previous
issue of the Audley Community News, I
mentioned that this year our Club was
celebrating it’s 30th Birthday. Well, we
did and in a most enjoyable way.
On 21st October a party of 52, which
included Members, Past Presidents,
Wives of Past Presidents and Guests
including the President of the Audley
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Always a
Woman
Ladies’ clothing, bags, wellies,
hosiery, jewellery and
other accessories.
Many Chain Store products at a
fraction of the High Street price.
New stock arriving weekly –
call in and have a look!
62 Church Street Audley 01782 721699

of the King James Bible interspersed
with the famous pieces of music which
those words inspired. The music
will include excerpts from Haydn’s
‘Creation’, Handel’s ‘Messiah’,
Mendelssohn’s ‘Oh for the Wings
of a Dove’ and several more recent
compositions.
‘In Voice and Verse” is comprised of
the renowned actor Lance Pierson,
an experienced Bible performer,
singer Belinda Yates, a member of
the Monteverdi Choir and Heather
Chamberlain, an accomplished
pianist and teacher.
The event will commence at 7.30pm
and tickets cost £5 which includes
refreshments during the interval.
For further information and for tickets
please contact Kip’ Chelashaw on
01782 721518 or email:
admin@stjamesaudley.co.uk
Rotary Club of Audley just, sat down
to an excellent lunch at the Broughton
Arms in Balterley.
After lunch, a presentation was made
to our Founder Member, Eric Bennion,
by our President David Oakden who
thanked Eric on behalf of the club for his
contribution and support over the years.
We were then entertained by the Audley
Ladies Choir who were accompanied
by Jean Chinn MBE and conducted by
their Musical Director, Margaret Nicol--a
perfect end to a special occasion.

Part of the Country Code
The countryside Code applies to all
parts of the countryside. Most of it is
just good common sense, designed to
help us all to respect, protect and enjoy
our countryside.
The countryside is a great place to
exercise dogs, but it’s every owner’s
duty to make sure their dog is not a
danger or nuisance to farm animals,
wildlife or other people. By law, you
must control your dog so that it does
not disturb or scare farm animals or
wildlife. On most areas of open country
and common land, known as ‘access
land’ you must keep your dog on a
short lead between 1st March and
31st July and all year round near farm
animals.
Everyone knows how unpleasant dog
mess is on pathways. If your’re walking
a dog please take your dog mess home.
For more details ring
0845 100 3298
So, why not come along and be part
of the future of our Club?
As a reminder we meet for lunch on
the third Friday of each month at the
Butchers Arms Public House in Audley.
Give it a try, you are under no
obligation but if you require any further
information, please call me on:
(01782) 721894
Don Caton, Secretary.
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Whats on in the parish

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son

Audley Brass Band Christmas Concert.

Seasonal baskets, bedding plants,
container plants, perennials & shrubs.

To take place at the Audley Theatre on
Saturday December 17th 2011 at 7.30pm
Tickets £5.00 in Advance
£6.00 on the Door.
For further information and tickets please contact
Ted Llewellyn on 01782 722163.

Free range eggs &
Christmas Wreaths for sale

`````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````

Audley Methodist Church

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett,
Newcastle Staffs. 01782 624399

You’re invited to our
Christmas Celebrations

AUDLEY CHRISTIAN VIEWPOINT

4th December 2.30pm
Singing at the Poplars Care Home Alsagers Bank

PRESENTS

11th December 10.30am
Celebrating the Nativity Story

AUDLEY’S GOT TALENT!!!
TO TAKE PLACE

17th December 10.30am - 12.30pm
“Meet & Greet” for Christmas with
Coffee & Mince Pies

ON SATURDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2011
AT 7.30PM AT ST JAMES’ CHURCH HALL

18th December 6pm
Carol Service with Choir items

TICKETS £3.00 FOR FURTHER DETAILS
TELEPHONE 720381 OR 720352

Christmas Eve 4pm
Storytime with Rev’d Jenny

```````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Parish of Audley Medieval Society

Christmas Day 10.45am
Family service with Rev’d Jenny MacGregor.

Helping Hands
Home Help
Helping Hands Home Help are there to
assist you with everyday tasks/jobs that
you are finding difficult to do for yourself.
A tailored Home Help service that is designed
to fit your needs giving you freedom and choice.
It’s the extra things that Helping Hands Home Help do
that make all the difference to help protect your world.
TELEPHONE: 07432 070067

`````````````````````````````````

Indoor Bowling
Held at the

Audley Methodist Church
New Road Bignall End
Every Friday
2pm
Befriending - Gardening - Home Maintenance, Dog walking / pet sitting

Shopping - Cleaning/Washing/Ironing - Meal Preparation - Appointment Service

Car Boot and Table Top Sales to be held on the first
Saturday of each month at the
Audley and District Community Centre
8.00am until 11. 30am
3rd December 2011 No car boot in January
4th February
3rd March
Indoor tables £7.00 Outdoor Spaces £6.00
Setting up from 7.30am
To book please contact Sandra on 07782349524.

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES
General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing
Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

For a Free quote please contact:
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Swan Inn

Chapel street bignall end
Linda & Paul your hosts wish you a Merry Christmas

LIVE FOOTBALL
EVENTS EVERY WEEKEND

TUESDAY

MONDAY &
THURSDAY
DOMINOES

IS QUIZ NITE THIS INCLUDES;
PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT
OR DEAL NO DEAL

7 GUEST BEER’S

ALWAYS AVAILABLE
4 CIDERS AT ALL TIMES.

Happy Hour Mon-Thur
5pm to 7pm

“EAT FOR A £1.00”
EVERY WED 5PM TO 8PM

ey
urk *
*thicken *
*c festive
*meats *

Quality local & home reared

SUNDAY NIGHT

Beef, Lamb,
Pork & Poultry.

IS PORK PIE & CHEESE NIGHT

FOOD MON-THURS

5.30PM-8.30PM 2
CAN DINE FOR £8.99
THIS INCLUDES A
STARTER + MAIN MEAL

01782 720622

Happy
Christmas

Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

w illia m
78 Church St. Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323
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Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants
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Don’t forget we have a
great range of unusual
Xmas gifts & family &
Boxed cards.
Why go into town!
Check us out!
* Home delivery news service.*
Extended range of magazines;Confectionery; Dry Cleaning;
Stationery; Lottery.
A Very Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about
everything you could possibly need all under
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, fishing tackle,
pet food even horse feed - the list goes on and on. Basically
everything apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell
plugs. Drop by and take a look for yourself.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated? We are agents for
DRY CLEANING.

Happy
Christmas
Pea & Bean Seeds in stock & bulbs
FOOD re-cycle bags NOW available
Log, Sticks and coal in stock
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green will take care of it. We can
also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take
care of your vehicle.

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

Potteries Building
Supplies
CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels
BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
RAILWAY Sleepers
LOCAL
Roofing Drainage
DELIVERY
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

Tel: 01782 720333
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

