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Welcome to issue 33!

Contents:

We welcome once again all our readers to the parish of Audley’s Community
Newsletter.
It was a welcoming sight to see the maintenance teams filling in those potholes
which have plagued our villages for such a long period of time, some of them you
could almost have hid in.
The Audley village now looks forward to “It’s Good to Live in Audley
Day” which will be held on the Millennium Green on the 3rd of September. This
event is a show case of what groups and volunteers do throughout the year in our
villages of the parish. We have to thank all the hard work done by the Committee
of the Audley & District Community Centre for the organization of the event.
The re-positioning of the Pit Wheel from its place on Church Bank has now
been approved and the Wheel has now been removed. The re-positioning of the
Wheel is hoped to be done during September.
It was a pleasure receiving the Robert Edwards Service to the Community
Award from the Audley Parish council on behalf of the Newsletter, I have to give
thanks to all the volunteers who help to produce our village magazine.
We once again appeal for information from around our parish for publication.
The magazine is here to help promote your groups and events which are
happening throughout the year.
Thank you for your support.
Ernie Moulton Editor.

News
Views
Sports
Recipes
Memories from the past
Poetry & Rhyme
Forthcoming events
School information
Readers letters
Bereavements
Editor: E. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565
Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Proof Readers: Linda Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Chris Tunnicliffe
Printed at Alsager Printers.

Fire disaster at village pub
Disaster struck at one of Audley’s idyllic public houses on
Monday evening the 27th June when fire was seen raging
through the old part of the Wagon and Horses public house on
Nantwich Road, Audley.
The blaze ripped through the village pub after it had been
reportedly targeted by arsonists. It took more than 30 fire
fighters over 6 hours to contain the fire after local residents
spotted smoke and flames billowing out of the pub at around
9.30pm. The fire was put under control at around 3.40am
Tuesday morning but the fire crews remained at the site until
9.00am. Fortunately the public house was empty at the time
and no one was hurt.
A joint investigation began by the police and fire officers on
who and what had caused the fire.
Extensive damage was done to the original part of the Pub
which had been extended and modernised over the years.
This was the former Potter’s Lodge Public House, which was
a well known venue for being entertained by the late Mel
Scholes from Radio Stoke. After its latest refurbishment by
the new owners it was returned to its original name of the
Wagon and Horses in 2009.
Fire crews from Newcastle, Sandyford, Hanley, Stone and
the aerial ladder platform from Longton attended the scene.
Firefighters had to force their way into the building to reach
the blaze and it was found that a number of fires had been
started after the building had been broken into.
The fire started on the ground floor and rapidly spread
to the roof area doing extensive damage to what was the
original public house before the extension had been done a
number of years ago.

The earliest known record for the pub is in 1818 when the
owner and occupier was Daniel Emberton. It is not named in
the records but recorded as a public house in Knowl End.
The first record of the Waggon and Horses was in 1834
when William Chesters was the victual.
The pub had recently been bought by Mr. Boden a local
business man and had also been renovated to a very high
standard.
The pub was well know for its delicious food and drinks
served in a lovely friendly atmosphere.
Let’s hope it won’t be long before it’s back to normal.
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Do you know where my Grandad is?
I know he is buried in the church grave yard but where? Well
if it’s St. James’ Church, Audley, we can help you. The Church
Office has a record of all the names on the grave stones and
the position of where they are. This has been compiled with the
assistance of the History Society. For a small fee, Ian Knight,
our administrator can provide you with the information you need
although it has to be recognised that we don’t have a complete
record as some grave stones are missing or unreadable.
Whilst I am talking about the grave yard, it is now closed in
that no new spaces are available but some spaces have been
purchased and not yet used.
Lichfield Diocese has requested that Newcastle Borough
Council take over the maintenance of the church yard. This
ensures that the general maintenance is continued, entailing
the cutting of the grass, pruning of trees, path maintenance, bin
emptying and health and safety monitoring such as memorial
stability etc.

AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR
The choir held a very successful 25th Celebrity Concert in the
Victoria Hall Hanley in April when they were joined by artistes
Susanna Tudor-Thomas and Nicholas Folwell accompanied by
Ingrid Surgenor.
The Choir was conducted by Philip Broadhurst and
accompanied by Ian Riddle.
A Quote From The Sentinel Report:
“The choir has much to be proud of in having promoted the
series of concerts which began in 1985 and has featured
around fifty or so outstanding singers including Bryn Terfel,
Dennis O’Neill and Sir Willard White”.
Presentations were made to the two individuals who
have shown greatest dedication and commitment to the
choir-accompanist Ian Riddle and notably Choirmaster Philip
Broadhurst whose “vision, enthusiasm and sheer hard work”
had maintained the success of the choir over so many years.
Long may that continue and continue to be celebrated.”
The concerts have been self financed and the choir is
extremely grateful for the support it has received over the years.
The choir ended its season of concerts with a concert at
Rickerscote(Stafford) and is now looking forward to its Annual
Gala Concert in the Victoria Hall Hanley on October 2nd.
Fodens Band from Sandbach, one of the leading Brass
Bands in the world, will be the guest artistes.
Other Concerts to look forward to for 2011-12
Saturday September 17th St.. Giles Newcastle
Saturday Ocober 22nd St. Cross Church Knutsford
Saturday November 12th Methodist Church Audley
Saturday November 26th Methodist Church Congleton
Sunday March 25th 2012 26th Annual Celebrity Concert
Victoria Hall Hanley
Prospective new members are always welcome at our
rehearsal on Thursday evening, held in the Methodist Church
Hall at 7.30pm. For more details go to www.admvc.co.uk

According to a report from Mick Cook of Newcastle Council, a
recent inspection of the paths around the church and grave yard
has recorded deficiencies and a plan of work has been put into
place to carry out essential repairs. I have been informed that
Mr. Eirion Lewis is the tree officer responsible for the trees but if
you have any queries regarding the Church Yard in general, Mr.
Steve Middlehurst is the council officer responsible.
Trevor Carman - Church Maintenance Officer.

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN FOLKS!
Operation Christmas Child 2011
Around September, schools, churches and local organisations in
and around Audley, decorate empty shoe boxes with Christmas
paper and fill them with gifts. The boxes are collected and sent
by Samaritan’s Purse, with our love, to underprivileged children
in countries world wide.
The last date for collection is Nov. 5th 2011.
Collection points this year: Audley Health
Centre;Audley Library; St. James’ Church
Office/Church Hall; No. 38 Church Street
Audley; Local shops, etc look out for notices.
Once collected, the boxes are packed onto a lorry to be
delivered by road before they begin their aeroplane journey to
their destinations.
Our involvement began in 2001 when we sent 56 boxes from
Audley. The numbers have steadily risen each year since then
and last year 498 went out.
CAN WE MAKE IT 500 + in 2011?
Can you help us break the record?
A leaflet with suggestions about things to send (and not to send)
is available from drop off points. It’s free and contains lots of
suggestions for your information.
Want to know more or if you can offer help
please get in touch with me:
Barbara Jones Tel: 01782 720352.
Thank you so much for caring.
The boxes should be 7X12X5 inches. Size is important.
The bigger the shoebox the less boxes can be sent.
Please support this effort and help us to make this the best year
ever for these very special children. Thank you so much.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Audley & District Family History Society

Miss Audley 1937
The photograph on the right shows the newly crowned Miss
Audley 1937, Miss Joan Bloor centre attended by Miss May
Burgess and Miss Annie Statham.
Miss Audley married and became Mrs. Joan Parton the wife
of Baldwin Parton formerly of the farm behind the Wagon and
Horses Public House on Nantwich Road Audley.
Joan aged 92 who now lives in Shavington would love to
hear from anyone who may still remember the event and also
any details about her attendants on the day.
The event was a carnival arranged by the Audley and
Bignall End Hospital Committee and it was held in aid of the
North Staffs Royal Infirmary.
The feature of the carnival was a procession through out
the parish which included five carnival Queens and their
retinues and the then present King and Queen of Audley Mr.
& Mrs. W.E. Burgess.
This was a very important event in the calendar of the
village. It was held on Audley Football Field and it was
attended by many of the local dignitaries, Council officials
and a large crowd of local people.
If you have any information or even photographs of the
event we would love to see them.

Please send all information to the Editor of the
magazine who will pass on the details to Joan.
All photographs will be returned as soon as possible.
To contact the Editor see page 3.

Charitable Donation by Cricket Club

Even though the result of the Stoke City v Manchester City
Cup Final was a disappointing one for most of the people
who were at the Bignall End Cricket Club who had come to
watch the match on their big screen TV, it ended as a very
successful day for one of our local charities.
During the match screened at the club and sponsored
with food supplied by Simply Cask Ltd’s owner Mr. Phil
Grocott, funds were raised using two Stoke City programmes
by means of guessing the time of the first goal. The
programmes were donated by Mr. Keith Nolan.
The photograph on the right shows left to right Mr. John
Harrison Chairman of the Bignall End Cricket Club with Mrs.
Barbara Horne, Miss Stephanie Humphries who received the
cheque on behalf of the Douglas Macmillan Hospice and Mr.
Phil Grocott.
The presentation took place at the club on 21st of July.

Advance Notice of forthcoming event.

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Saturday 10th December 2011 7pm
To be held at
St. James’ Church, Audley.

A joint event between St.. James’ Church
& Audley Ladies Choir.
Further details to follow / Watch this space!

Theatre New Season Begins
Audley Theatre calendar starts:
We present a warm and entertaining comedy

“Barefoot In The Park”
By Neil Simon
Wed 19th October to Saturday 22nd.
For tickets Tel: 01782 720708
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The Brickworks of Audley Parish.
Between 1861 and 1901 the population of Audley parish more than doubled, from almost 6,500 to almost 14,000. Even though
these figures include Talke, Talke Pits, Butt Lane and a section of Red Street which were part of Audley parish at the time, the
increase in population relates in the main to an influx of workers and their families who came to Audley parish from various parts
of the country to work in the then flourishing coal mining industry. Before 1861 most of the local housing was the cottage variety,
scattered along the roads through the local villages. The result was a housing boom as row after row of terraced houses appeared.
Some were built for the colliery owners and others privately. There was a huge demand for bricks, which resulted in brickworks
being set up around the parish to cope with the demand.
William Warburton was operating a brickworks in 1837 in Ravens Lane. Following his death in 1869 and that of his wife in 1870
the brickworks was offered for sale in 1871, even though their son Christopher was also a brick maker. The sale particulars list
the business as a brick and pipe works comprising of brick-shed with clay-houses complete, a patent brick and pipe oven, two
brick kilns, a range of stabling, two railway trucks, two drain-pipe making machines, one brick press, a pug mill, clay rollers, planks,
moulds, brick-tables etc. The business continued as Hilditch & Co., which was impressed on the bricks, and in 1876 when the
first large-scale Ordnance Survey map was surveyed, the brickworks was situated behind the first rows of terraced houses of what
became Albert Street and Diglake Street. In 1879, when a quarter share of the works was advertised for sale, there was also an
engine and engine house on the site. In 1885 the works was put up for sale and by 1891 Hayes & Co. had taken over, but by the
time the next map was published in 1899 the brickworks was disused. It was later demolished. Albert Street and Diglake Street
were extended and Victoria Street (now Edward Street) was added to join the two together on the site.

In 1837 a brickworks was being operated by Thomas Alcock alongside New Road on the Boyles Hall farm estate, owned by Sir T.F.F.
Boughey, Lord of the Manor of Audley. The works are shown here on a later map, surveyed in 1876. From 1884 the brickworks
was operated by Emberton & Rigby (later George Emberton & Co.) but still owned by Boughey. The bricks from this works bear the
name “Emberton Audley”. By 1899 when the next map was published Boyles Hall brickworks was operated by Audley Brick & Pipe
Co. which continued until at least 1908, with the bricks bearing the name “Audley”. The site eventually became McEllin’s builders’
yard. The Boyles Hall housing estate was then built around the yard. After the yard closed the site was cleared and finally the houses
of McEllin Close were erected on the site.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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In Halmer End there were two brickworks operating. One was situated at the rear of Wesley Place and run by William Riley, the
Halmer End ironmonger and postmaster, from 1880 until 1896. He had many of the terraced houses in the High Street built and by
1893 about 100 houses had been leased to the Midland Coal, Coke & Iron Co. Ltd. The other brickworks, in use by the 1870s and
continuing until 1886, was situated on land at the rear of Halmer End School and operated by the nearby Old Hayswood Colliery of
Co-operative Lane to provide bricks and tiles for the colliery and also for sale. In 1874 there was a stock of 6000 bricks and 5000
tiles at the colliery (see Audley Historian nos.12-15). The map of 1880 shows both brickworks.

Frank Glover had a brickworks somewhere in the Audley area in the 1880s. He is recorded as a brick maker from 1865 until 1886
by which time he had moved to Miles Green. The brickworks was on land owned by Daniel Booth. Glover is recorded as a farmer
and brick maker of Queen Street in 1881 and Booth owned land in that area, but no records have yet been found to identify the site
of the brickworks.
The final brickworks was a much later one. This was Halmer Tileries Ltd., which was built in 1935 in Red Hall Lane, Halmer End. An
article by Gordon Howle in Audley Historian no. 13, published in 2007, contains photographs as well as memories of the works by
former employees. The bricks manufactured there had either the name “Halmer Staffs” or “Halmer Tileries Ltd Halmerend Staffs”
impressed on them, although the works in fact only produced bricks and not tiles. The works closed in 1939 at the commencement
of the Second World War, but re-opened some time after 1945. When the map was published in 1954 the brickworks is shown as
‘disused’. However, in the article by Gordon Howle, it states that the works finally closed during the 1970s.

Photographs are reproduced by kind permission of Ken Perkins, Robert Mayer and Ron Bourne. Some of the bricks in the
illustrations can be seen in a display of North Staffordshire manufactured bricks at Apedale Heritage Centre. The collection was
assembled by Gordon Howle and Ken Perkins. No Warburton, Hays & Co. or Old Hayswood bricks have yet been identified. It may be
that none were stamped with a maker’s mark, but if you know of any which are marked then please contact me via the newsletter
editor or the society.
Clive Millington
Audley & District Family History Society
The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month
Talks 7.30-9pm on Friday 2nd September 2011 and Friday 4th November 2011
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist
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80 Years of Mothers’ Union
On the 19th of May 2011, the Audley branch of Mothers’
Union celebrated its 80th Birthday.
The photograph to the right shows left to right Mrs.
Margaret Richardson, Annette Dodd present branch leader,
Wendy Jessop and Joyce Pearce cutting the birthday cake.
The birthday celebrations were held at St. James Church
Hall, people who attended included their Diocesan President
Liz Binsley, Archdeaconry Vice-President Beryl Deanery,
Leader Wendy Jessop and their guests.
Amongst the other guests attending were Mrs. Joyce
Pearce and her daughter Christine. It was especially
appropriate for Mrs. Pearce to attend as she is a past Branch
Leader and also the founder of the Audley Ladies Choir who
entertained us with a wide variety of songs which were much
enjoyed by the 65 members and friends who joined them on
this special occasion.
The evening began with a buffet supper and included a
glass of wine, Birthday cake and the presentation of Long
Service Awards to members who have served over 20 years.
Many of the members have clocked up in excess of thirty,
forty, fifty and in one case 60 years service to the branch.
True commitment to a worthy organisation.

Past Event.

The 29th of April this year saw the first attempt by
Mothers’ Union of Audley at a “Street Party”, held to
celebrate the Royal Wedding.
Less than 30 people replied to say they would be attending
the party, therefore sufficient tables and a few spare were
erected for the event.
As the party went on more and more guests arrived and
more and more tables were erected, with finally over 60
people of all ages attending the event.
The “Bring and Share” tea was delicious and the silly
games afterwards were great fun, with a most unlikely person
winning the “Cheat of the Day” award.
A truly great event all round, thanks to all those who came.

and threw themselves into the spirit with such enthusiasm.

Future Calender Events

30th September
The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in support of the
Macmillan Cancer Charity.
Come and join us to buy a cake, grab a bargain from the
Bring and Buy stall, or just have a coffee or tea.
Branch Meetings (to which EVERYONE is welcome) 7.15pm
held on the third Thursday of the month.
15th September Jenny Williams.
20th October Shayne Trinder
17th November Rev Jack Holt
Also look out for the notice about our Autumn Sale which will
be a great place to do a little early Christmas shopping. (And
to buy MORE cakes!)
Please feel free to join us at any or all of the above events.
You don’t have to be a member to come along and meet old
friends and make new ones.
For more details phone Annette 01782 721058.

CARA FUN DAY
July 9th 2011 brought the annual FUN DAY to the village
of Audley, when the Children of Audley Residents Association
opened its gates at the Wereton Road recreation area.
Despite the inclement weather, crowds gathered in support
of this annual event which helped to raise funds to supply
the children of Audley Parish with a much needed amenities
play area.Over £2800 was taken at the event and after
expenses had been paid out a profit of £1100 was added to
CARA funds. There were the usual events going on for the
kids, with a Bouncy Castle and stall. A Hot dogs stall and Ice
cream van was their for all to enjoy.
It was a double celebration at the event, when most
unexpectedly Nigel Moss was asked to come to the centre of
the arena where fiance Wendy proposed, which he accepted.

CARA continues to look for the much needed funding
which is now required to install an adventure area for the 8
year olds to use. The New Kiddies area is now open.
On the 1st of July CARA were invited to Rudyard Lake by
an offshoot of the Leek & Moorlands Council to take part in
a Dragon Boat race event. Despite everyone being soaked,
everyone thoroughly enjoyed the event and managed to raise
£280. It has been decide that CARA will organise a Dragon
Event themselves for next year at the Trentham Gardens Lake
and invite teams from the villages to join them. Details will be
available by April 2012.
CARA is also appealing for volunteers to come along and
help with their events. Please contact Ann Beech for all
details regarding CARA information Tel: 079773119842.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Diamond Wedding Celebrations
For Bignall End Couple.
We are very happy to announce that on the 16th June
2011, Bignall End residents Mr. & Mrs. Derek Daniels,
celebrated their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
The photograph on the right shows Derek and Phyllis
with their greetings card from Queen Elizabeth on their
special day.
Phyllis and Derek of Ravens Lane met each other when
working at the Butt Lane Co-op in 1945. Phyllis worked
in the offices of the store and Derek was employed in the
grocery department.
In 1946 Derek was called up for his Army National Service
and when he returned in 1948 from serving in Singapore
he found Phyllis was still waiting for him. After his National
Service Derek returned to work for the Butt Lane Co-op.
They were married at the Kidsgrove Methodist Church on
the 16th June 1951. When they first got married they lived in
Ravens Lane with his parents for a while, then found a house
opposite the now Londis store in Ravens Lane where they
lived for approximately two years.
After the death of Derek’s mother they then moved back
to his family home to care for his father and have lived there
ever since.
Derek worked at the Alsager shop in 1951 for a short
period and then became the manager of the mobile Butt
Lane Co-op store which travelled around the area selling
their goods.
In 1967 Derek was appointed manager of the Wood Lane
branch of the Butt Lane Co-op store but retired within two
years. This was near to the time when changes came to
the Butt Lane Co-op which was being taken over by the
Burslem Co-op.

Parish of Audley
Medieval Society P.A.M.S
Invite you to their
Car Boot and Table Top Sales
They will be held on the following Saturdays
1st October 2011
5th November 2011
3rd December 2011
Venue: Audley & District Community Centre Nantwich Road,
Audley ST7 8DH
Indoor Table £7 - Outdoor Space £6
To book please contact:
Sandra: 07782349524 or Dawn: 07921450599
ALL monies raised from these events are used to enable the
Medieval & Community Fair to be held in April 2012.

Phyllis and Derek have had a passion for dancing
throughout their married life, first Ballroom then finally
Sequence, which they have been doing up to these past
few months.
Phyllis & Derek were blessed with a daughter Lynne who is
now married to David and they have a daughter named Lucy.
The News team wishes to take this opportunity to wish
both Phyllis and Derek all the best for the future and
congratulate them on their 60th anniversary.

Audley Methodist Church

You are warmly invited to join with us for the following special
services
Sunday 4th September
Church Anniversary Service
10.30am Mr. Peter Roberts
6.00pm Rev’d Jenny MacGregor with items from Audley Ladies
Choir
Sunday 25th September
Harvest Service
10.30am Mr. Graham Harrison
6.00pm Rev’d. Jenny MacGregor with Choir items

Please join us also for the following events:
Saturday 15th October
Coffee & Song with Audley Ladies Choir 10.30am-12.30pm
Saturday 19th November
Victorian Christmas Market with music from Audley Brass
10.30pm-1.30pm. Lobby lunch served from 11.45am.
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Dear Editor
I have been meaning to put pen to paper for sometime but
the June Issue prompted me to do this. I was born in High
Street Halmer End and I have a lot of happy memories. I am
now a widow and I very often sit and think about the “Old
Days”, always good of course.
In the last issue on page 28 there was a picture of
Swettenhams grocery shop and I loved going there with my
mother. The sugar was weighed out for you and the butter
was patted into shape. The reason I enjoyed going was the
ride on Pooles bus and the other reason was I always wanted
to play shop when we got back home.
Dear Editor
My mother was the caretaker at the Wesleyan Chapel in
I still look forward to my magazine although I sometimes feel
Halmer End and as my dad was an invalid and couldn’t work
it would be nice to have a little more news from the Alsagers
we were allowed to live at No. 88 High Street, Chapel House
Bank area.
I spent my first 11 years living in Ivy Cottage, just below the as we called it, rent free in exchange for that duty. Behind the
school in what was Narrow Lane. The cottage is now a burnt house was a tennis court and a bowling green. It was very
Mon
2.00pm
7.00pm
nice and there was “The Rec” that we played on with swings
out shell which
we felt -very
sad aboutto
when
my friend Nancy
pit.
Guest (nee- Lee)
and myself
Agnes B Baddley
(nee Brenda
Tues
9.00am
- 1.00pm
/ 2.00pm
- 5.00pmandMya sand
eldest sister lived at No. 90 with her family and my
Robinson) went to visit the area. I did some time ago ask if
Wed - ofCLOSED
two nieces still live in Audley. One of my other sisters lives
any one knew the whereabouts
Grace and Betty Rhodes.
in Halmer End and passes your magazine onto me, which I
We still talk about those very happy times and of the folk we
Thurs
9.00am-1.00pm
/
2.00pm-5.00pm
always look forward to reading.
remember from school, both teachers, pupils and relatives
Frithat- area.
2.00pm-5.00pm
In the same issue you also mention Bob Brockley. I knew a
that are still around
family that lived on the opposite side to Bowyers shop. There
If anyone wishes to get in touch my e-mail address is
Sat - 9.30pm-1.00pm
edda.b@talktalk.net. I shall look forward to any comments on was Marion, Bessie and Bobby, as we called him. Talking of
Bowyers shop, this was our first port of call when we came
the above. Many thanks.
Sun - CLOSED
out of Halmer End School. We couldn’t wait to go in there.
Agnes Brenda Baddley. Trentham.
Happy Days.
Mrs. M Young (nee Johnson).
Dear Editor
Thank you and the other members of your editorial team
who help to produce the Audley Community News. It gives
great pleasure to lots of people and brings back many happy
memories.
The 2011 Library Summer Reading Challenge is now running
I send a copy to my sister in St. Albans and my brother in
at the Audley Library in Hall Street Audley until the 10th of
Sutton Coldfield who eagerly love to receive them.
September 2011.
Marion Eardley. Market Drayton.
The challenge is for children to read 6 books and they will
pick up rewards and incentives along the way.
The theme for this year is “Circus Stars”.
There is also a dedicated website which can be found
on, www.circus-stars.org.uk where young people can find a
whole host of games and activities.
Children can sign up for the challenge at the Audley Library
where they will receive their “FREE” starter pack.
Contact details below.
Dear Editor
Thank you once again for an excellent magazine which I look
forward to every three months. It helps to bring back so
many memories from my time living in the village. I haven’t
been too well lately but what can you expect when you are 93
years old! I would love to visit Audley again and I often think
about the good times we had in the village 40 to 50 years
ago. I don’t expect it is the same now.
Please remember me to any of the old ones I used to know
Fred Millington, Heavitree, Exeter.

Audley Library Opening Times

Summer Reading Challenge

Audley Library Opening Times

“Can’t get to Audley Library”?
So! Let Audley Library come to YOU!

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun -

2.00pm to 7.00pm
9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm
CLOSED
9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm
2.00pm-5.00pm
9.30pm-1.00pm
CLOSED For informationTel: 01782 720527

Audley Library now offers a housebound readers service.
Once a month a volunteer from the library will call at your
home to bring a selection of books of your choice and the
numbers of books you would require for a month’s reading.
Please contact Ann or Jo at the library by either email or on
the telephone, details below.
Contact details for the Library: Tel: 01782 720527
Audley Library Hall Street Audley Sot ST7 8DB
Email: audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Dear Editor.
I read with interest the article in issue 32 with regards to
the Swettenham Store revealed once again in Ravens Lane
Bignall End.
As a young boy from the village, I have been collecting Tea
Cards which included Swettenham’s cards. My mother would
use the stores for her confectionery and the odd items we
needed.
There were 10 sets of cards supplied by Swettenhams:
1. Aircraft of The World 1959.
2. Animals of The Countryside 1958.
3. Birds and Their Eggs 1958.
4. British Coins and Costumes 1958.
5. Butterflies and Moths 1958.
6. Evolution of The Royal Navy 1957
7. Into Space 1959
8. The Island of Ceylon (Conqueror Tea) 1955
9. Wild Animals 1958.
10. Popular Stoke City and Port Vale Football Players Year ?
On the back of each of the Stoke City and Port Vale Cards
it was printed with, Issued By Swettenham’s Co-operative
Institutions. A photograph of one of the players was on the
front and it would have been enclosed in every packet of
either, Tea “Estho”, Self-rasing flour ‘Estho”, Trifle “Estho”,
Peas “Estho”, Cake Flour “Estho”, Oats “Estho”, Coca “Estho”.
Why put “Estho” after each of the items’ names, well it
was Ernest Swettenhams brand name, it stood for Ernest.
Swettenham. Tries. His. Own.
From the Stoke City and Port Vale Footballer Players I have
5 cards missing, numbers 16.21.24.27.28. I do not have any
of The Island of Ceylon “Conqueror Tea” cards.
Not only have I got the bug for collecting cards, just over
two years ago I also introduced my grandson Locryn James
Small into the world of card collecting.
Locryn is aged 7 years and is a pupil at the Ravensmead
Primary School Bignall End and he can be seen in the picture

above proudly displaying some of his collection of cards with
me, his grandfather and my collection of the rare Stoke City /
Port Vale cards.
If your child likes the idea of collecting cards there is no
need to pay vast amounts of money for them, there are plenty
of reproduction cards available for as little as £1 per set, as
they then get older they can save for the much more sought
after cards for their collection.
If anyone out there in the parish has any of the ones which
I have missing and the set I have missing I would love to hear
from them. I do have some spare cards and would love to
exchange or purchase any of the missing cards.
Also if anyone has any other Tea cards, Brook Bond,
Typhoo, Lyons or indeed any cigarette cards they wish to sell
please contact me, I’m happy to call and see them.
You can either contact the Editor or call 01782 721354.
Dennis Bagguley Bignall End.

Dear Editor
I was born in the parish of Audley and I have so many
memories of my childhood and wondered if I could maybe
share one of them with your readers.
The reason I’m writing was brought on by when I was
watching a TV programme called A&E: it’s all about what goes
on in hospitals and medical procedures.
I recall as a young boy in the early 1940s, myself and a
friend were cycling through the village of Audley, when I fell
off my cycle just outside the old McEllin’s chemists shop.
I was lying in the road in agony, two men passing by came
over to see what was the matter. I had hurt my elbow and my
arm was racked with pain. One of the men knew my father
so he went and fetched him. Dad decided best to fetch old
Dr. Riley, he was the village doctor at the time. They took me
to his surgery and examined me and he said I had a broken
arm.
In those days we had to rely on our local doctor as getting
to the hospital or dialing 999 was not the done thing.

Dr. Riley gave me a whiff of ether, I can still smell it even to
this day.
Anyway, I passed out and when I woke Dr. Riley had put my
arm in splints and told my Dad to take me to the hospital next
day for an x-ray.
The next day we went to the hospital and they x-rayed
my arm and said to my Dad, well what a marvelous job your
doctor had done as all it needed was to be plastered.
Just goes to show how good the old doctors were, they had
no fancy equipment to use, they relied on pure knowledge to
cure their patients.
Also as soon as we got back home, Dad sent me to school,
saying it’s only a broken arm get yourself back to school, no
mamby pambing like they do these days.
I wish also to say how much I enjoy your magazine, it really
brings back so many fond memories and I look forward to
each and every issue.
Kind regards Trevor Guest Newcastle.
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Ada Jackson
Ada sadly passed away on the 16th
April 2011 at the Victoria Hospital in
Blackpool after a short illness.
Ada aged 83 years old lived in
Lytham St. Annes. Ada was the devoted
wife of the late James Jackson, loving
mother of Lindsay and Karl and an
adored gran to Karen, Nicola and Jason.
Ada was the only daughter of
Florence (Florrie) and James Riley,
formerly of Church Street, Audley.
She was an avid reader of the Audley
Community News and loved reading the
news from the village where she grew
up.
The funeral was held in St. Annes on
the 28th April 2011. She will be greatly
missed by all her family and friends.
Please accept our condolences.
Douglas Fairbanks
Sadly on the 3rd June 2011 Douglas
passed peacefully away after a long
illness. Douglas, aged 77 years of
Bignall End was the dearly loved
husband of May, devoted dad of Paul
and dear brother to Malcolm.
Douglas was a former resident of
Halmer End and worked as a painter
and decorator until his retirement from
Newcastle Borough Council.
The funeral service took place at
Halmer End Methodist Church on June
16th followed by cremation at Bradwell
Crematorium.
Douglas will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.
Please accept our condolence.
Grace Thomas
Peacefully on June 5th 2011 at the
City General Hospital, Grace, of Audley,
passed away. Grace was the loving wife
of the late Vivian, much loved mother of
David and daughter-in-law to Daina and
precious grandma of Becky.
Grace was a former Parish Ladies
Outdoor bowler and was always on
hand when voluntary help was needed.
The funeral service was at St. James’
Church on June 16th and cremation at
Bradwell Crematorium.
To all her family and friends please
accept our condolences. Grace will be
sadly missed by so many who knew her.

Bereavements

Tribute to Malcolm Cork
On the 14th April, my father Malcolm
Cork suddenly passed away from
a pulmonary embolism, however in
January he was diagnosed with cancer
and after two operations had begun a
course of extensive chemotherapy.
My father had lived in Bignall End
since the early 70s and was a member
of Wood Lane CC, Audley CC and
Bignall End CC. He was also chairman
of Audley Football Club in the late
80s and early 90s and had a massive
involvement in the construction of the
club house.
Monday 20th June would have been
his 58th birthday, so in his honour
and memory we decided to organise
a fund raising day at Audley Cricket
Club. On the day his close family and
friends sponsored the game (Audley vs
Sandyford) in his memory. Audley won
the game comfortably. We also had a
bouncy castle donated for the day by
one of the junior players’ father.
In the evening we had a BBQ,
the meat for which was donated by
both Audley Country Meats and John
Jackson Butchers, a pie and pea super
and finally a band from Chester called
“Les Peches” who have played at the
club a couple of times before.
All the proceeds from the BBQ
and pies were added to the donation
pot. The main bulk of the proceeds
was raised from selling raffle tickets
throughout the weeks before and on the
day itself.
In total we had 50 prizes, all of which
had been donated by both national and
local businesses, restaurants, pubs and
golf clubs, including Churchill China,
Horsleys, Gorsty Hill Golf Club and
Moddershall Oaks Spa.
With tickets, food and further
donations from Audley FC, Bignall End
CC and Head Masters Barber Shop we
raised £2472.90.
All proceeds have gone to Cancer
Research UK.
I would like to thank all of the people
who helped myself, fiancée Niamh and
my mother Liz to organise the event.
Thomas Cork
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Thorley Platt
On the 7th of April 2011 Thorley, aged
83years sadly passed away at the City
General Hospital.
Thorley, of Chester Road Audley, was
the beloved wife of the late Eric, a very
dear aunty and a very good friend to
many.
She was a well-known member of
our parish, a former clothes store holder
of Church Street Audley, who provided
our parish with their clothing needs for
many years. Thorley was often seen
on her cycle visiting her customers
and was well known for her lovely
personality, a lovely lady who will be
sadly missed by so many.
The funeral was held at the Audley
Methodist Church on the 20th April,
followed by internment in Bignall End
cemetery. To her family and friends
please accept our condolences.
Beatrice (Beaty) Johnson
Peacefully on the 26th June 2011
at her home in Bignall End, Beatrice
(Beaty) aged 90 years passed away.
Beaty the beloved wife of the late
Harry, precious mum of Valerie and the
late Diane, the much loved nana and
great-gran and a friend to so many.
Beaty was a former shop assistant in
the Horsley Ironmogers store of Audley,
a well-known and much liked member
of our community, who will be so sadly
missed by so many. Beaty was an
regular reader of the Audley Community
News, always waiting to see the next
issue drop through her door and had
contributed with information on a
number of occasions.
The funeral service was held at St.
James’ Church Audley on July 4th,
followed by internment in the Audley
Churchyard.
Leslie Lee
We have been informed that Les sadly
passed away in May 2011 after a long
hard fought battle with illness.
Les of Croft Avenue Bradwell,
was born in Halmer End and often
contributed with articles to the ACN
magazine. Les was also a volunteer at
the Apedale Mining Museum for many
years. Please accept our condolence.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

13

Bereavements / Events

Kath Jerves
Tragically, on the 25th July 2011 at her home in Wood Lane,
Kath aged 62 years sadly passed away.
Kath the loving wife of Steve, adored mother to Mark,
Tracy, Victoria and Gareth, beloved Stepmother to Craig,
Richie, Deane and Jamie.
Kath was a loving family mother who supported her
husband and children in all of their pursuits.
She was a devoted Nan, who dearly loved all of her
grandchildren, Connor, Sophie, Jacob, William and Harvey.
Frequently she would have her grandchildren to stay over,
a week, a weekend or overnight she adored to have them in
her care.
Cricket also played a large part of her life, along with her
mother-in-law Marion, she devotedly supported her husband
Steve, his brother Martin and her stepsons whenever they
were playing a game.
Kath also was always there as a volunteer as one of the
‘tea ladies” often seen on duty at the Betley Cricket Club
where Steve played.
This is a tragedy that has affected so many lives and we
have lost a loving lady who will be so sorely missed by all
whose lives she had touched.
John Brayford
John Brayford peacefully at rest on the 5th May 2011 at the
North Staffs Royal Infirmary.
John was aged 78 years, a resident of Knutton, born
in Wood Lane. He was the much loved husband of Betty,
adored dad of Anne and son-in-law Nick, a devoted grandad
to Daniel and Jenny and much loved brother.
John was proud to have been born in Wood Lane, he loved
to talk about his former home and share the many stories
and memories from his time there as a boy.
John had collected so many photographs of his beloved
Wood Lane and loved to show them to his friends and family.
At the recent 100 years birthday celebration of the Wood
Lane school John provided many of the images on show and
provided loads of information.
In recent years John took up the sport of bowling, playing
for his local village club and loved to go out dancing with his
wife Betty.
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell Crematorium
on 16th May 2011. To his family and many friends please
accept our condolences.

Audley & District Parish Council
New Officials:
Chairman Mr. Bert Proctor Tel: 07900166169
Vice-Chair Mrs V Pearson Tel: 07946862473
Parish Clerk Clare Pellat Tel: 07901692414
Contact address: Lyngarth, Barthomley Road,Audley,
Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST7 8HU

Dennis Cartledge
Horne Brothers

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne 01782 721868
D. Cartledge 01782 720719

Mercedes wedding limousines for hire.
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
& 14 Birch Road, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent. Telephone:
01782 720719 or 01782 720238 Email: mark@
denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

IF you have an announcement you’d
like to make please email
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
or write to 23 Wood Street, Bignall End, Stoke- onTrent, Staffs. ST7 8QL

Elsie Lawton
Peacefully, on the 29th June 2011, Elsie, a resident of Miles
Green, sadly passed away with her family by her side after a
short illness at the Brindley Port Nursing Home.
Judith her daughter and her family wish to thank all
relatives, friends and neighbours for their kindness and
sympathy they have shown during her sad loss.
Elsie loved to read the Audley Community News and on
accasion submitted information for publication.
All the donations given have now been passed on to the
charities of Elsie’s choice which were, The Douglas MacMillan
Hospice and The Donna Louise Trust.
The funeral was held on the 12th July 2011 at the
Bradwell Crematorium, followed by a service of thanksgiving
at the Halmer End Chapel.
Elsie will be sadly missed by her friends and family who
knew her.
To family and friends please accept our condolences.
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Baptism at St. James’ Church

Left to right pictured Brian Dodd, Fiona
Courthold & Rev Peter Davis during
the first fully immersed baptism at St.
James’ Church.
Fiona Courthold writes:
I was dedicated as a child at West
Street Baptism Church Crewe, the
church my family belong to. Now I am
able to make the decision for myself
to go through baptism. I just wanted
to thank my parents for keeping their
promise to bring me up in a loving,
Christian family and teaching me
about God.
I am very fortunate; something I
often forget. I realised that I needed to
be baptized about a year ago and when
I realised that full immersion was OK in
the Anglican Church, I felt that it was
the right thing for me to do.
It was a difficult decision for my parents
to leave West Street in 2002. The plan
was to visit various churches and not
to rush the choice of our new church.
The first place we visited was St.
James’ and we have been here for 9
years. Thank you St. James’ for being
a welcoming, loving church family; one

that we feel very much a part of.
Some Christians can pinpoint the
beginning of their Christian journey
to an exact moment when everything
became clear-I can’t. Following Jesus
has been a gradual journey helped by
my Christian family, who have taken me
to church my whole life. The Christian
message has always been part of my
life and I have always believed in the
existence of God. But going to church
on a Sunday became just that-going to
church on Sunday, a routine. I knew
what the Bible message was, but I
didn’t have a relationship with God.
In 2008, thanks to Samantha, the
schools and children’s worker at St.
James’ I went to a Christian youth
summer camp in Colwyn Bay. There I
met lots of young Christians of my age;
something I had never experienced
before. Growing up, as possibly the
only Christian at school has been
hard, so realising that there are other
young Christians out there was very
encouraging!
At camp there were many
experienced, caring leaders who
taught us about God, encouraged us
and prayed for us. God spoke to me
that week and made me realise that I
couldn’t carry on living as I had been. I
needed to accept Jesus Christ as my
Lord and Saviour.
For the first time I truly acknowledged
that I was a sinner and that the
punishment for sin was death, but that
Jesus Christ, the Son of God died on
the cross so that I can be forgiven and
saved the punishment I deserved.
John 3 verse 16 says ‘For God so
loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, so that whoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal
life’.

Audley Theatre Invites You!
Why not just call in any Saturday morning between 10am
and 12 noon and join in with our Coffee / Tea morning.
This is an excellent excuse to have a refreshing drink and
a biscuit, whilst having a good old gossip. We have a men’s
corner which gather most Saturdays and the ladies have a
good old laugh. Don’t be shy, you’re all welcome, just pop
down Hall Street and join in with the fun.

Becoming a Christian isn’t about
what I have done. There is nothing that
I can do to deserve God’s forgiveness.
There is nothing I can do to make God
love me more because he loves me
despite my failures. I am and always
will be a sinner, but with Jesus, my sin
is forgiven and washed away.
Ephesians 2 verse 8 says ‘For it is
by grace you have been saved, through
faith-and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God’.
Being a Christian is the outcome
of the amazing sacrifice that Jesus
made for me on the cross; and about
the certainty of salvation for those who
believe. Since acknowledging Jesus
as my Lord and Saviour I’ve been on
a journey with God. I’m gradually
learning how to let God into every part
of my life, not just the part of me that
goes to Church on a Sunday morning.
My journey with God has only just
begun and I am, like everyone else,
very much a work in progress.
I have learnt that He is with me
every step and He is my comfort and
rock in difficult times. I am at the
stage of life where I have to make
decisions about the future; A-Levels
and University to name a few. One
verse from the Bible has been a huge
comfort; it’s Jeremiah 29 verse 11
“For I know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future”.
I know that with Jesus in my life, I
don’t have to worry about anything.
God has a plan for my whole life
and I can trust Him. Despite all the
challenges that will come my way, I
know that “nothing can separate me
from the love of God that is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8 verse 39.

Audley Theatre Mini Market.
Saturday 24th September Audley Theatre will be
holding its annual MINI MARKET.
The market will open at 10am to 12noon, where
you will find Bric-a-brac stalls, Gift Stalls, Jams,
Cakes, Books and Plants on sale.
Refreshments will be available.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

The Rotary
Club of Audley

Mary’s Meals- an international
charity that runs school feeding
programmes in communities where
poverty and hunger prevents children
When people in our area think of Rotary from attending school.
Mary’s Meals provides daily meals
they probably think of Santa touring
in schools for over 500,000 children in
the villages waving to the children and
Africa, Asia, Latin America and Eastern
collecting for charities. Maybe they
Europe.
have seen us at various local events
For less than £10 a child can be fed
such as ‘Audley Day’, CARA fun-day etc,
for a year.
or working with our local schools.
But how many are aware of what
Rotary International does throughout the Feed the Children (UK) - an
independent stand-alone charity that
world?
supports homeless and abandoned
Hopefully, some of you will already
children, those affected by HIV/AIDS,
be aware of the tremendous efforts
schools, vocational training for older
that we have put into eradicating polio
children and emergency help in disaster
throughout the world, but there are
many projects around the globe that we situations.
are involved in and that Rotary Club of
WareAid - this organisation uses
Audley have supported. Just a few of
practical solutions to provide clean
these are:
water, safe sanitation and hygiene to the
ShelterBox- an international disaster world’s poorest people.
They are working in 26 countries in
relief charity that delivers emergency
Africa,
Asia and the Pacific region. They
shelters, warmth and dignity to people
also seek to influence policy at national
affected by disaster worldwide.
and international levels.
As soon as an emergency becomes
apparent, such as earthquakes, famine,
Bikes4Africa - reconditions donated
drought, these boxes are shipped out;
bicycles and distributes them in African
providing emergency shelter, warm
protective clothing, mosquito nets, water schools, enabling children to travel
the long journeys to schools from their
purification kits and basic aids.
remote homes and ensuring that they
By a programme of constant
receive an education.
replacement, there are always boxes
ready to be transported as soon as the
need arises. Often, these provisions are Because Rotary is found in more than
200 countries and regions worldwide,
the first to arrive on the scene.
we are in the unique position of being
Send a Cow - provides training,
able to reach people in need all over
livestock and seeds for rural Africa to
the planet, from running life-changing
help families produce their own food
projects in developing countries to
and feed their families and others.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737
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making an immediate response to
disaster-hit regions.
We in the Rotary Club of Audley are
justly proud of what Rotary International
stands for and delivers year upon year.
But this is just a small sample of our
work, to find out more visit www.ribi.org.
Rotary contacts:
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782
721483 neilginnis@atosorigin.com.
Secretary: David Royle (01270 764201
lowe.royle@mscable.com).
Website: www.audley.net/rotary

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Wasps
Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial & Contract Work
FULLY INSURED

01782 561819
www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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The Perfect Fit

Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to: Unit 10,
Townhouse Farm,
Alsager Road, Audley
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary: 07587 153449 Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834
Caretaker Enquiries: 07587 177637 Chairman Ron Bourne: 07946 734008

POP-IN for a coffee............

MONDAY

We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee
Mornings, and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t need any experience, just a
willingness to help. If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are
interested then just ask Ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or if
you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Thank you.

Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Contact: Annette 01782 720646.
Weight Watchers ~ 5.45pm to 8.15pm
Contact Sandra on 07897248074

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Baby, Soccer, ~ 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Contact Karl 07747867745
Slimming World, Alison on 07597279994
Start 9.30am -11.30am and 4.30pm –
8.30pm
Coffee Morning set up 8.30pm - 10pm

Having a Party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group
or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a
Public gathering? ………………
Contact our Booking Secretary
on 07506159834 or
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
for more information.

COFFEE MORNING
& BARGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FREE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

Coming up…………
Audley Parish Bowmen Sunday August 28th 8am to 4pm.

“It’s Good to Live in Audley Day” 3rd September 2011, for details
contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008.
3rd Saturday of the month available for hire.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee Morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.00am until 11.30am
Zumba Dancing 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Contact Barbara on 07977211484

THURSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm
Contact: Deb 01782 785791

FRIDAY
Audley Community News
10.30am - 12.30pm
Contact Ernie 01782 721565
Fighting Fit With Lea ~ 4.15pm
Contact: 07751551939

SATURDAY MORNING
My BabyTime ~ Every 2nd & 4th Sat
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337
If you wish to become a volunteer or to
join the community groups who manage
the Audley & District Community Centre.
For details please contact:
Ron Bourne on:
07946 734008.
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ITS ERE AGEN!!
*It’s good to live in Audley*

Audley Day is here agen
The sun is going to shine agen
We’re going ave sum fun agen
Audley day is ere agen.

On Saturday the 3rd of September we are holding our Audley
Day at the Audley Community Centre and on the adjacent
Millennium Green from 10am to 4pm. There will be some of
the 70+ groups in our parish showcasing the varied, various and
diversity of activities that are available for YOU to do in your
leisure time.
As last year we will have the Audley Brass band and choirs in
the marquee to entertain us and Mr. Happitty and Mrs. Giggles
will entertain the children before moving throughout the site
giving us all a “happitty” time. Hopefully our arena will have
dancing displays, jujitsu, martial arts and much more. Roy
Proctor will bring his gun dogs again to show how obedient they
are.
Brenden, the landlord of the Plough Public House will
hopefully be showing his Harris Hawk, a bird of prey.
As last year we will have the Ambulance, Police and Fire
Services on site and the catering will be Vicky’s hot food cabin
and Tom’s delicious ice cream.
The Parish Council have again agreed to our use of the “Wakes”
field off Alsager Road for car parking and the activities are just
a short walk from the car park to the Millennium Green. This is
a clean safe foot path so that nobody needs to walk on the busy
Alsager Road.
This year ALL the community centre parking will be for disabled
blue badge holders only and there will be many directional signs

Bignall End
Hair Studio
Quality styling by qualified staff
specialist on all types of hairdressing.

Audley Community News

to the “Wakes” field. We have now taken advantage of a special
offer and had the fliers and the programmes printed. Hopefully
the fliers will be delivered to all 4,784 homes in our parish
during August. If you are available to deliver the fliers in your
street it would cut our small team’s work load.
Just contact Ron on 07946734008 if you can help.

Rock Band at Audley Community Hall

‘Lifecolour’

Saturday 24th September 2011
Tickets £3.50

Doors open 7:00pm - Music starts 7:30pm
Lifecolour are a young alternative rock band from Stoke-onTrent, with influences from bands such as Switchfoot and
Coldplay. They are a band that is continuing to make a big
impression at a local and national level after playing gigs all
around the country and performing at many festivals over the
past 2 years. Winter 2010 saw the release of Lifecolour’s much
anticipated second EP ‘Time to be Free’.
“We want to have fun and show people that even though we
are young we are serious about life with God and the gift He has
given us”
Tickets are available from: Tel: 7200381 or 722106
Wendy and Ena, for postal requests please telephone for more
details. Tickets available from: Occasions News Store, Church
Street, Audley anytime and at No 38 Church Street Audley
10am to 1pm Monday & Tuesday. Organised and presented by
Audley Christian Viewpoint.
See more at www.myspace.com/lifecolour

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.£7.00
Kids.£6.50
OAP.£5.00
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

Open 5 days per week | Mon Closed | Tue 9.30am - 5.00pm.
Wed. 1pm - 5.00pm | Thurs 1pm - 6.00pm.
Friday 9.30am - 7.00pm | Sat 9.30am - 3.00pm.

Tibb Street Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot. 01782 722777

£4.00
£4.00
£8.50
£1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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General Quiz.
1. The country also known as “Country of Copper” Is which
country?
2. Apples are part of which family? Rose, Tulip or Magnolia.
3. How much of the Earth’s surface is permanently frozen?
5%,20%, 40%.
4. Clinophobia is the fear of what? Towels, Toilets or Beds.
5. Which country has only one train station? Brazil, Japan or
Singapore.
6. Which of these animals is unable to cough? The Dog, The
Giraffe or The Emu.
7. Bananas are not actually a fruit. What are they?
Vegetable, Herb or Nut.
8. How many eyes dose a Horeshoe crab have?
9. Which Rodent has no tail?
10. What is the largest animal on Earth?
11. What do you call the centre of an Atom?
12. What is Easter Island famous for?
Find your answers on page 30.

If you wish to advertise in a future issue
of the magazine please contact the Editor.
Contact Details on page 3.
Liberal Councillors
Advice Surgeries

PAINTER & DECORATOR

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Gary Ford. Tel: 01782 622402 Mob: 07928661030

Councillor Dylis Cornes
County Councillor
Tel: (01782) 720289
E-mail: dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
Councillor Ian Wilkes
Borough Councillor
Tel: (01782) 722343
E-mail: wkrodin@aol.co.uk
Councillor Andrew Wemyss
Tel. (01782) 723117
E-mail: andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Speeding & Parking in our Parish!
Speeding and Parking are the main issues reported to
the Police in the Audley Parish, so with the help from Audley,
Madeley, Loggerheads Parish Councils and PASS (Partners
Assuring a Safer Staffordshire) we have bought a Laser
Speed Gun. The laser gun can catch people speeding over 1
mile away and if caught over the permitted speed limit a fixed
penalty notice will be issued, which consists of 3 points on
your driving licence and a £60 fine.
We have been out and about in various locations making
people aware of the speed limit and issuing FPN ( fixed
penalty notice) when the driver is in excess of the speed limit.
We have had a positive impact and FPNs have been issued,
with one motorist travelling at 48mph in a 30mph zone!

There is also a community speed watch in operation at
Alsagers Bank, again making people aware of the speed.
Thank you to all who have helped to fund the laser
speed gun.
Parking within Audley is another on-going issue
with residents and again positive action has been taken.
Fixed penalty notices have been issued to people parking
on Zebra crossings (including the zig zag lines), parking in
bus stops and causing obstructions by parking on pavements.
Motorists are reminded to be considerate when parking
and avoid causing obstructions otherwise FPN will be issued.
PCSO Sarah Gibson Kidsgrove NPU
(Audley Officer).
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From Little Acorns.....The early Years
At the time of writing this article, the
community based village cricket club
of Wood Lane CC sits proudly at
the top of the North Staffordshire and
South Cheshire E.C.B. Premier Cricket
League, following on from the success
of 2010, when the First X1 won its first
major trophy the Talbot Cup.
It is at times like these that one
reflects on the efforts off the pitch from
both current volunteers and supporters
that create the opportunity to achieve
this level of success and the forefathers
of the club, who had the initiative
and forethought to start a community
based cricket club for the villagers
and community of Wood Lane to
compete and socialize in a welcoming
environment.
In the year 2000 one of our current
Trustees and Life Members Mr. Eric
Garvin wrote a brief history of the club
and this alongside information obtained
from another trustee, Mr. George
Clutton has been used as the basis for
this article.
In 1930 a group of local footballers
playing for Wood Lane Y.M.C.A. decided
to form a cricket team to enjoy their
recreational time in the summer
months.
Their early matches were played
on the local farmer’s field, known as
Banker Wood which was situated in the
valley south east of the current pavilion.
Among those far sighted individuals
were George Clutton Snr, Jack
Dewhurst, Harold Cook, Watson
Oldershaw, Jack Statham, George
Brayford, Caleb Johnson, George Turner,
Isaac Durber, Bilson Cooper, Amos
Hopwood, Reg Harrison and George
Edge.
I am sure there are many more to
whom the current members and players
owe a great deal of gratitude.
If you can recall any other people
involved at this time please contact the
club to let us know.
At that time a significant amount
of travelling was involved in playing
matches, somewhat surprisingly more
than today. Tarporley and Shugborough
were two of the distant venues where

WOOD LANE C.C 2011

friendly matches were played.
The players of today should
remember that at that time the players
had to change in a tent until a timber
pavilion was erected.
One of the most notable
achievements recorded at that time was
in a match with Stone Christ Church
when Wood Lane CC bowlers took all
ten wickets for no runs!!!
In 1950 it was decided to enter into
a more competitive level of cricket and
the club applied for membership of the
Scot Hay and District League.
In 1954 Wood Lane CC finished the
season as runners up and the following
year went one step better and became
League Champions.
In 1958 matches were now being
played in the Stone and District League
and a significant level of success was
achieved in that season by becoming
Champions of League Division 4.
This was followed by winning the
Junior Knockout Cup. However due
to inadequate facilities at the cricket
ground, promotion was refused by the
league.
In 1961 the club were advised that
a substantial piece of land at Megacre
had been offered in trust by Mr. George
Turner, which was gratefully accepted
by the members at the time.
While the ground at Megacre was

being developed and a cricket square
being produced, for the next three
seasons matches were played at the
home of Red Street CC.
In 1968 Wood Lane CC won
promotion to League Division 3 of the
Stone and District League.
At the commencement of the
following season a new pavilion was
opened by Mr. Ray Foulkes, the then
Chairman of the Stone League.
During the early 1970s the club
experienced significant success by
becoming Champions of Division 2
and Division 3 in 1972 and 1973
respectively.
1976 the structure of the Stone
league underwent a significant change,
when Premier Senior and Premier
Junior Leagues were formed.
The implication of this change
was the introduction of a second X1
(JuniorX1) at Wood Lane and the format
of cricket, which still exists today was
set.
In a future issue of this magazine we
hope to complete the history of the club
and reflect on the 2011 season.
We at the club would love to hear
from anyone who has information or
photographs from the past about the
Wood Lane Cricket Club.
Either contact the club or pass the
details on to the Editor of the magazine.
Graham Colclough / Gary Norcup.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

‘Audley’s Got Talent’
Audley Christian Viewpoint.
Audley Christian Viewpoint are looking for people to
participate in a “Audley’s Got Talent” evening to be held in
the St. James’ Church Hall on Saturday 26th November
2011, starting at 7.30pm.
This event is open to all age groups and we would
welcome your enquiry. This will be an evening of
entertainment which we can all enjoy and in which the
Christian Viewpoint Team will also take part to present the
Christmas message.
If you or anyone in your family or group has a special
talent we’d love to hear from you.
For information:
Please contact Barbara Jones Tel. 01782 720352 or
Wendy Jessop 01782 720381.

“Christmas begins right here”

This event will be held on Saturday 3rd December 2011.
For more details contact the above numbers.

SPORTS QUIZ
1.

In which month of the year does the Henley
Rowing Regatta usually take place?

2.

What term describes cricket fielders positioned
closely behind the batsmen?

3.

At which sport did Karen Pickering excel?

4.

What colour is the background of the Olympic
Flag?

5.

In the Tour De France cycling race, what jersey is
worn by the “King of the Mountains”?

6.

In which year did football manager Arsene Wenger
join Arsenal Football Club as manager?

7.

Where is the final of the USA tennis open 		
championship played?

8.

In horse racing which 3 races make up the
English Triple Crown?

9.

How many of athlete Carl Lewis Gold Medals
were won in the long jump competitions?

10. Which English football club did Ray Wilson play for
when he won his 1966 World Cup Medal ?
Please turn to page 29 for the answers
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The Swan Celebrates

Despite the doom and gloom which surounds public houses in
general, The Swan Bignall End can again boast on its continued
successes when once again it was awarded the CAMRA Pub of
the month for August 2011. Paul and Linda, the landlord and
landlady of the Swan can be seen with Ken Lee Chairman of the
Potteries Branch of CAMRA receiving their award. Paul & Linda
only took over the premisses 12 months ago and have continue
to bring that pub atmosphere back, for their customers to enjoy.
The pub serves a big selection of guest beers and ciders
with food available Mon-Thursday 5.30pm to 8.30pm and
Eat For A £1.00 every Wednesday 5pm to 8pm.
There is also a Happy Hour Mon-Thur 5pm
to 7pm.

C. W. Mottram
& Family
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
†
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 07900492692 01782 720057
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
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Audley’s
Angling
Author

It is often said that everyone has a book
in them, but it’s a fact that very few get
around to writing it, let alone having it
published. Yet we have an author here
living in our parish of Audley who has
just had his sixth book published.
Unless you’re an angler or otherwise
don’t take an interest in fishing, then
you probably won’t be aware of him.
The author is a quiet, unassuming
man anyway, who is not given to
shouting anything from the rooftops,
but he has been at the top of his game
for more years than most of us have
been on the planet.
When I heard of his latest book, I
decided I must meet him and get his
story, which goes as follows;
The Author is Graham Marsden,
originally from Congleton, but living in
Bignall End for the past 26 years. He’s
married to Audley born and bred wife
Anne Marsden (nee Roberts), who of
course needs no introduction to Audley
people or readers of our magazine due
to her being a well-known figure in the
community and treasurer of the Audley
WI.
Graham was an engineer before
retiring at the age of 50 from his last
job on the staff of Royal Ordnance,
Radway Green. To help pass the time
and just for fun, he built his own fishing
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website and it became so popular with
thousands of visitors it was noticed by
a large London based media company,
Magicalia Ltd.
They asked him if he would become
editor of a fishing website, FishingMagic
(www.fishingmagic.com), they were
currently building. Graham agreed,
thinking that he may as well be paid
for doing the same thing he was doing
for a hobby. In a few short years
FishingMagic became the biggest
and most popular fishing website in
the UK. He then went on to become
Managing Editor until retiring at the
end of 2009. In early 2010 more
than 40 anglers from all over the UK
gathered at Boundary Water Park along
the Knutsford Road for a fish-in and
a barbecue to present Graham with a
cake and other gifts and wish him well
in his retirement.
Graham has fished since he was
three years old and became a fanatic
angler from the age of 10.
Although for the main part a coarse
fisherman, he is also an occasional fly
fisherman. He has caught exceptionally
big fish of every freshwater species,
including an 11lb 4oz tench and a
14lb 1oz bream, both of which were
and possibly still are, Cheshire county
records.
He holds the unofficial world record
for the biggest catch of double-figure
bream ever recorded (13 bream
over 10lb in two hours). In 1996 he
was runner-up in the Angling Times
prestigious Drenna Cup, in which the
country’s leading specialist anglers cast
their vote.
Graham, although never a fanatical
competition fisherman, has won many
of the matches he entered, winning
his latest match when 40 contestants
from all over the country took part on
an Oxfordshire reservoir, in May of this
year.
No northern angler has been more
successful.
He wrote his first article for a
British fishing magazine in 1986 and
has written many articles for most
of Europe’s angling media, including
writing a regular column for Germany’s
‘Blinker’, the biggest-selling fishing
magazine in Europe, with well over
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100,000 sales each month.
One of his proudest achievements
is that he wrote in every issue of the
monthly ‘Coarse Fisherman’ magazine
over a span of more than 30 years and
at one time edited the magazine.
Graham reckons he must have had
well over a thousand articles published
in various magazines and newspapers
and contributed chapters to scores
of fishing books. He has contributed
articles and photographs to several
major angling part-works that were
published in most European countries.
At one time he gave talks and slide
shows across Britain, northern and
southern Ireland and Europe, including a
week long stint in Sweden to audiences
of 500. He wrote a weekly column
in the Crewe Chronicle for several
years and presented his own weekly
programme on Radio Stoke for the first
eight years of its launch.
He has appeared on television
a number of times and made two
professional videos that still sell in
DVD format. He has also been a paid
consultant for many of Britain’s leading
tackle manufacturers.
Graham had his first book, ‘Advanced
Coarse Fishing’ published in 1980 (A &
C Black) which became an angling best
seller, going from the original hardback
to two more paperback editions.
Since retiring as managing editor of
the FishingMagic website he has written
four books, three of them co-authored
with Dorset angler Mark Wintle. These
are ‘Pole Fishing, A Complete Guide’,
‘Practical Carp Fishing’ and ‘Practical
Barbel Fishing’.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

All three books are illustrated with
more than 200 full colour photographs
in each. The three titles were published
by the Crowood Press and are available
from Crowood (www.crowood.com),
from some high street book stores
and from other outlets online such as
Amazon (www.amazon.co.uk).
Graham is 69 now and probably does
as much bowling, both short mat and
crown green, as he does fishing. In fact
he was one of the original committee
members of the Audley Bowling Club.
He still fishes once or twice a week,
mainly locally and takes the occasional
trip to more distant parts of the UK and
although rarely these days, to Ireland
and France.
His latest book, ‘Angling Essays’, is
the one he is most proud of, as it charts
his article-writing career that spans 44
years of writing articles for the angling
press. This is what the publisher of his
latest book says on the dust cover:
Graham Marsden takes angling by
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the scruff of the neck, gives it a good
shake and picks the bones out of it in
his own in-depth, diagnostic way much
loved by the thinking angler.
Angling Essays is an interesting and
entertaining read about how the author
tackled different problems with different
species, his approach to fishing,
the successes, the failures and not
forgetting the fun and the humour he
found along the way.
He is assisted with chapters on big
roach and big perch by Mark Wintle and
Gary Knowles respectively.
With the same wit and wisdom he
penned in his popular magazine and
newspaper articles, Angling Essays
is thought-provoking, sometimes
controversial, frequently educational,
often funny and undoubtedly
entertaining.
The book is a collection of in-depth
essays, rather than a step-by-step
guide to catching fish. Although not
an autobiography, the book reflects the

writing life of a successful all-round
angler.
Even the most experienced angler
cannot fail to learn and be entertained
by this long awaited sequel to Graham’s
original ‘Advanced Coarse Fishing (A &
C Black) which was published in 1980.
The book contains 400 pages in
total with 368 pages printed in a classy
brown/sepia font on quality cream
paper.
There are numerous photographs
throughout in sepia.
A 32 page section of full colour
photographs on 130 gloss art paper.
Signed hardback copies are £25.00
plus P&P, they are available by mail
order from Calm Productions (www.
calmproductions.com)
There have been printed 15 leather
bound editions which have all been sold.
Editor.

Audley & District WI

ended in a sing-song. We were also
celebrating two special birthdays, myself
Has anyone seen the summer? That is
and fellow member Pam were both 60
the question on everyone’s lips. I can
only recall one evening when you could and we celebrated in style with a glass
or two, or maybe three.
sit out until late and one night when I
Sadly at our birthday we remembered
was flinging the covers off the bed-and
fellow member Grace Thomas who had
not because of my age! Perhaps that
passed away recently at the grand old
was the summer in March.
age of 90. At the start of our party I
The WI enjoyed Youla Bailey’s talk
read Grace’s poem that she composed
on ‘Buttons’, it was very interesting
and I’ve never seen so many buttons; a for our 50th birthday celebrations. I
dedicated lady. We learned how buttons read it again with Grace’s words in my
originated and you’d be amazed at how ears, instructing me that I had to say it
with feeling, with the appropriate rise
much old buttons are worth. So check
and fall.
your sewing box; I wish I still had my
I hope I did Grace proud. Grace was
mum’s big button box.
a charming, warm lady, so proud of
Some of us enjoyed a lovely walk
being born and bred in Audley. She was
through Mill Dale and fortunately we
involved in so many clubs in the village
managed to catch the end of the
and I first met her at Jean Heath’s keep
bluebells. It’s lovely to walk with
fit, then WI and I bowled with Grace and
friends, catching up on news. But we
Viv at Audley Bowling Club. Grace was
did have a problem with stiles. When I
was contemplating how to get through, also involved with the theatre and the
choir, to name but a few, but her best
along with my chest, Anne realised we
talent was with words.
could open the gate. So I got to the
She had written many stories and
hostelry intact.We enjoyed a very nice
meal at our birthday party in June, some poems, all warm, funny and about life
as she saw it. Some have been printed
of us (mentioning no names) had two
in the Community News, but she would
desserts.
Pauline Hardwick entertained us with always say, “Anne, don’t put my name
her accordion which involved a quiz and on them.” So they were all anonymous.

Grace will be sadly missed by all who
enjoyed her companionship, but she will
never be forgotten. Anne.
WI Calender dates 2011.
22nd September: Stapeley
Rescue Centre Andrew Smith.
27th October: Members Evening.
24th October: A visit to Antarctica
Rick Marshall.
For more information on how to join the
Audley WI, please contact either:
Anne Tel: 01782 721957
Glenis Tel: 01782 722009.
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The Rainbow Quest
News Flash...Helicopter lands on
Audley Theatre Stage!
I couldn’t believe it. Flashing lights pierced through the
smoke overhead, this accompanied by a strong draught
which thoroughly ruffled my hair. Amongst the chaos,
deafening screams from the local women agonised my ears
as the Marines prepared for their escape. All I could do as
the rotor blades thundered above me was sit and watch
as the epic scene unfolded. The helicopter landed in a
blast of smoke and then within seconds took off again to a
thunderous applause this time from the delighted Rainbow
Quest audience.
This latest production by the Audley players was written
and directed by local electrician Martin Thomas and followed
the comic adventure of Grandad Arthur and his family as they
were whisked around the world in a time machine, stopping
for a short time at various places and times in history. The
whole evening was a delight with music to suit all tastes from
gospel to rap and country to modern with choreography to
match.
From the sedate rendition of “Poker face” woven around 18th
century France to the manic “Colour my World” in 20th
century Australia there were stunning performances given

throughout by this 40 strong cast with the highlight for me
being a selection from the hit musical Miss Saigon. With
authentic costumes and moving songs like “Last night of the
world” sung by Martyn Kerr and Naomi Worral and “I still
believe” sung by Naomi Worral and Carol Thomas made this a
truly memorable evening.
The show was an extravaganza with fantastic technical
support, beautiful costumes and wigs, exceptionally
choreographed, excellent singing, music and acting and all for
just £6.00. I can’t wait for the next production. Well done to
all concerned.

Halmer End Minnie Pit
Memorial Gardens
The Minnie Pit Memorial Garden, a central feature in our old
mining village, is looking for friends.
The garden, in High Street Halmer End near to the village
fish and chip shop, needs your help.
Audley Parish Council have agreed to take over the grass
cutting on a regular basis (and Steve is doing a grand job) but
the 2 Memorial Brick Chairs are in need of some renovation.
The chairs were dedicated, with ceremony, on 15th
October 1988 and were built by local brick sculptor Andrew
Holmes. They originally featured individual ceramic tiles by
Philip Eglin listing the names of all those killed in the mining
disaster.
Due to damage, the tiles were removed in January 1998
and replaced by the 2 brass plaques now on display on the
nearby Methodist Chapel.
If anyone has suggestions or ideas on how this important
memorial can be preserved and the garden maintained please
contact me and we will try to organise a schedule.

For more information contact : Ray Dale
Tele: 01782 720292
Mobile: 07933774593
E-mail: Raydale2@ btopenworld.com

Disclaimer:
The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with
the views or opinions expressed by contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling
mistakes.
To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or e-mail audleycommunity news@ yahoo.co.uk
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Are You Sleeping With Danger?
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service.

The annual electric blanket testing campaign will return to
Audley this September 2011.
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Service and Staffordshire
County Council will again be testing electric blankets free of
charge. Any electric blankets that fail the testing will not be
handed back, but those owned by anyone over the age of 60
years and living in Staffordshire will be offered a brand new
single or double under blanket as a replacement.
Fire Safety Officer, Kelvin Chell said: “Nationally hundreds of
fires are caused every year by electric blankets, so ensuring
yours is safe is really important. We find that a lot of people
fold up their electric blankets when they’re not in use, however
this damages the internal wiring, making them dangerous.
We will de doing the testing in September as people
generally start pulling out their blankets then, once the
temperatures starts to drop and the nights start drawing in.
We’re just in the process of firming up dates and a venue
but once we have everything confirmed we will be advertising
the details. So residents who would like to get theirs tested
are advised to look out for the posters and details in the local
press and on our website nearer the time”.

Don’t Invite us to Your Fun in the Sun
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With the summer holidays in full swing Staffordshire Fire and
Rescue Service is urging people to take care when using their
barbecues.
If not used safely barbecues can result in flames spreading
to sheds, fences and trees-in some cases they can result in
people suffering from burns.
Head of Risk Reduction for Staffordshire Fire and Rescue
Service, Ian Sloss said: “Barbecues are a great way to have
fun and enjoy the summer sun with friends and family but our
firefighters don’t want an invite!”
“The most common problem we come across is barbecues
being sited too close to sheds, fences and trees - with them
being wood they can very easily catch fire.”
“Other issues occur after the barbecues have finished when
people dispose of the ashes in their wheelie bins which then
melt and set alight. Instead we advise people to wait until
ashes are cool and then empty them onto bare garden soil.”
Other Barbecue safety tips Include:
1. Keep a bucket of water, a bucket of sand or garden hose
nearby in case of emergencies.
2. Never leave the barbecue unattended.
3. Use only enough charcoal to cover the base of the barbecue
to a depth of about 5cm (two inches).
4. Keep children, garden games and pets well away from the
cooking area.
5. Never use petrol or paraffin to start or revive your barbecue,
use only recognised lighters or fuel on cold coals.
6. Enjoy yourself but don’t drink too much if you’re in charge
of the barbecue.
7. After cooking make sure the BBQ is cool enough before
moving it. For more information go to our website:
www.staffordshirefire.gov.uk/summersafety.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.

GK MOTORSPORT
Auto welding specialist.
Brakes, clutches, Tuning for
most makes and models.
MOT failures free estimates.
Pre MOT inspection.
Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

Wood Lane Cricket Club
Annual Beer Festival
The Annual Beer Festival will be held at the Megacre
Cricket Club from:
Thursday 22nd to Sunday 25th of September.
Your attendance and support would be greatly appreciated.

FREE Blanket test!!!!!
Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Services will be
once again on hand to provided a FREE Electric Blanket test
at the Pensioners Hall Church Street Audley on Saturday 3rd
of September 2011- from 9am to 2pm. Any blankets found
unsafe will be destroyed. Anyone over the age of 60 will have
a FREE replacement blanket if their blankets is found faulty.
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Audley Parish Bowmen Event.
Audley Parish Bowmen held their annual competition on
Sunday 22nd May at the Leddy’s Field Wildlife Reservation.
The day before the event the group did a litter pick of the
whole of the Leddy’s Field area, clearing litter and pathways.
70 top Field Archers from across the Midlands and North
West gathered at the Audley & District Community Centre, to
compete in the event.
Practice butts had been set up on the Millennium Green
area next to the Community Centre, with kind permission from
the Millennium Green Trust. After a safety talk the archers
were led to Leddy’s Field for a 10 o’clock start.
The whole of the Leddy’s Field area was set aside for the
day’s event.
20 Challenging targets were laid out throughout the area in
accordance with the National Field Archery Society
guidelines .
Field Archers shoot at 3-D Foam Rubber Animal targets.
Hunting with bow and arrow in the UK is no longer allowed,
but the sport of setting 3-D animal targets in a natural
environment has become more popular in recent years.
Audley Parish Bowmen have become renowned in the
region for setting a varied and technically difficult competition
course. The undulating sloped ground on the wooded side of
Leddy’s Field provides a challenge in range estimation, a vital
part of accuracy in modern archery.
The numerous trees and foliage on a well-designed course
layout can further distract and disorientate an archer’s ability
to gain a high score on the target.

The competition saw the full spectrum of archery bows in
use, traditional Longbow, as used in mediaeval times remain
popular, as do American Flatbow, Recurve bows as seen in
the Olympics were well represented and the ultra modern
Compound and Cross bows were also present.
The weather was kind for the day, dry and sunny. There
was a stiff breeze in the afternoon which further hindered
accuracy for the competitors on the open targets.
All the competitors had a very enjoyable day and the
competition helped raise vital funds for additional equipment
for the club.
Audley Parish Bowmen continue to grow in numbers and
would welcome more to come and participate. We meet each
Sunday morning at 10am and practice.
For more information: contact Rob or Mandy 01782 721731

Tribute to local Biker.
What looked like another ordinary Friday morning in the
village of Audley on the 8th of July 2011 was to become
something not seen by many before.
Crowds of people had gathered outside St. James’ Church
for the funeral of local man Raymond Norman, of Queen
Street Audley, who passed away aged 59years old.
I stood on the bank of the church looking towards the
village when from out of the distance I heard the roar of
engines.
At around 9.50am the first of what seemed a line of
endless motorcycles appeared from the top of Wereton down
between the shops of Church Street.
This was the funeral cortege being led by a motorcycle and
side car holding the coffin of Raymond Norman, accompanied
by funeral director Mark Horne as the pillion rider.
Over 250 people with as many as 60 motorcycles including
Trikes, some with sidecars, ridden by men and women alike
had come to celebrate the life of their friend Raymond.
Ray as he was known to his biker friends often joined in
with his two best friends Guy Clowery and Mark Stanier, when
they went to their local bikers club, the Last Wolf MCC at the
White Lion Barthomley.

Even though he was not a member he was so well
respected by the members of the club and when Ray, Guy and
Mark went visiting bikers clubs around the area they were
known as the Summer Wine Boys, with Ray being Compo.
Ray’s love for the bike and his passion for breeding
Canaries goes beyond imagination, he just loved his hobbies.
Ray was a loving family man who will be so sadly missed
by his son Steven, daughter Polly and stepsons Trevor and
Garth.
Diane Clowery said “Ray was the kindest person you could
ever meet, a man who brought happiness to everyone”.
The funeral was followed by internment at the Loomer
Road Chesterton grave yard. God bless you Raymond.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Sandstone of St. James’
The church that stands upon the hill
Its sandstone so stout and strong
The stones that once were the ocean bed
have been here for so long
The world’s birth is in my stones you know
Look closely with your eyes
You see the pebbles that roamed the sea
before your very eyes.
This is not just a poem you know
it is witness to my age
for I was once the ocean bed
on which the seas was laid.

Barry Worthington

Local Muse in Brief
Local Allotment Association sadly propose,
Their dating agency for chickens is going to close.
This week they decided that funds couldn’t compete,
As now they were unable to make Hens meet.
Slimmers Club advertisement, promotional start,
Newcomers welcome to join and take part.
Last month saw beginning of new whisky diet,
Members were invited, Well at least they should try it.
One lady came forward to our reporter did speak,
It’s a wonderful diet, I lost three days last week.
Meanwhile at local police station,
Detective Sergeant Warner, head of C.I.D,
Is searching for robber on shop lifting spree.
Checking C.T.V. footage of all passing by,
Looking for a shifty man apparently with one eye,
If by Wednesday no sign of arrest has come through,
He’ll open other eye and start looking with two!

Audley Community News We would welcome
your Poetry & Rhyme. Please submit your
entries to the Editor Contact details can be
found on page 3.

Lady from Audley saved from certain death last week,
Seeing doctor’s gigantic syringe caused her loudly to speak.
After asking to see her daughter, Yootha who is in Asia
Family members thought she’d been requesting euthanasia.

Leddys Field Wildlife Reserve.

which looks as if it has just been enameled, May flower, wild
parsley, huge hog weed which should not be touched despite
surprisingly belonging to the carrot family, delicate pink ladyssmock or cuckoo weed,pink and white clover with its heady
scent, Welsh poppies, buttercup, foxgloves, pink campion,
flag- irises, dog roses and water forget-me-not. The biannual
teasels are shooting up and when they reach their full six foot
height the mauve flowers need care to spot against a blue or
grey sky.
The birds seem to find them without trouble and to see
them sway around as they feed on the seeds or resident bugs
makes a walk special. Children have been pond dipping and
catching tadpoles with little rear legs, stickle back fish with
their red chests, wandering snails and dragonfly nymphs.
The dragonflies, of which we have several species, have a
life cycle under water for up to four years before crawling
out onto a plant stem and shedding their skin. The recent
dredging of the pond may reduce numbers temporarily but
the nymphs have been seen in the brook.
The new seats and grassy glades created by the tree
management work are perfect for sunny picnics, especially
when dog owners are careful to supervise their dogs and
use the dog dirt bins. This Wildlife reservation is here for the
benefit of all, so please take your litter home, and clean up
after your animals.
As summer progresses other creatures and flowers will be
there for everyone to spot. Take a camera or binoculars down
and enjoy your beautiful local wildlife area at Leddys Field.
Val Pearson.

All the major works that have developed Leddys Field over the
last two years which include landscaping and facilities such
as re-routing the brook, dredging the pond and rebuilding
the paths and weirs is revealing its value now. The vision of
the Council management plan was hard to identify with bare
soil, featureless pond and scarred brook banks. Now that
denuded look has gone with the help of the warm spring.
The renovated island is a dream refuge for wildlife now
with long grasses and healthy shrubs for cover. New flag-iris
is blossoming and will spread. With less Canadian pond weed
and bull-rushes water-life should return and multiply.
In the last week of June one of the Bowmen of Audley
saw a metre-long grass snake in its natural habitat close to
water. It slid across the lower weir and swam head up across
the pond to the safety of the island. Safety for the snake but
perhaps not for the nine four day old ducklings who share
its island home. No need to worry if you see a grass snake
with its green back and brown diamonds on its lower sides
because they are NOT venomous.
It is a welcome indicator that the wildlife-area is doing just
what it was designed for-attracting and providing a home for
wild plants and animals. Every part of the management plan
is designed for that purpose.
As if suddenly, everywhere is green and lush and the trees,
grasses and wild-flowers are a constantly changing delight.
Les Foster, the volunteer ranger, has made a list of the ones
he has seen so far; bluebells in two varieties, celandine

Peter Hodgkins
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Successful
Junior Football
Tournament
Audley Football
Club
Despite the heavy rain descending on
Town Fields on Saturday July 16th,
Audley Football Club once again held a
Junior Football tournament.
224 young football players and their
families turned up to the annual football
tournament.
The event as usual was very well
supported, which is a credit to the two
organizers (Bry Finny & Mark Riley)
who are both managers at the Audley
Football Club.
20 teams from around the region
took part in the event and they all
played their hearts out to win their
respective age group.
There were 3 age groups for the
tournament; under 9s, under 10s and
under 11s.
ResultsUnder 9sWinners: Blythe Bridge Lions
Runners up: Madeley White Star
Under 10sWinners: Hucknall Sports
(Nottingham)
Runners up: Red Street Eagles
Under 11sWinners: Oakengates Rangers
(Telford)
Runners up: Sandbach United
As with anything that we do at the
Football Club no event could be as
successful without the unpaid help
of members & friends of the Audley
Football Club.
We as a committee wish to thank
each and everyone of these people for
their help in making Audley football
Club a valuable asset within our
community.

CLUB NEWS

Visitors to the club will notice that we
have now finished our fencing project,
with the help of funding providers and
our neighbours ‘The Millennium Green
Trust’, we have now fully fenced in our
clubhouse and car park.
Considerable money has been spent in
the close season on pitch repairs and
additional drains have been installed
which we hope will make the pitches
playable in cases of extreme rainfall.
The new season commences at the
start of August 2011 so if you are at a
lose end as what to do on a Saturday
afternoon why not pop down to the
Town Fields football fields in Old Road
Bignall End and cheer on your local
teams, either a first team or a second
team will be playing.
On a Sunday morning or Sunday
afternoon you can see the junior teams
in action. All of these teams are made
up of local lads and I am sure after
watching these lads play you will agree
that we have talent in our area.
We would also welcome youngsters
with a football interest to come along
and show us their talents, maybe just
come along for a trial.
The club is also looking for
volunteers to help at the club, just pop
down on match day and have a word
with one of the officials for details.
Remember we also have a club
house which is licensed and open on
match days.
All our drinks are very competitively
priced. Sales from the bar also help us
to pay the general running costs of our
facility.

Should anyone wish to be associated
with our club by way of sponsorship,
various means of sponsoring are
available,i.e. kit sponsor, match or
training ball sponsor or even having
your company or business logo
displayed on our perimeter fence.
We also have spaces available
for sponsors to be advertised on our
stands.
As a club we rely on sponsorship for
us to continue to provide football in our
community.
Should you wish to be associated in
any of the above ways of sponsorship
please do not hesitate to contact
me either by e-mail ; thechells22@
btinternet.com or by mobile:
07742688047.
Kelvin Chell (Vice Chair)

Audley Brass
Band Calender
Sept. 3rd 2011
Audley Day 2pm-4pm
Sept. 3rd 2011
Audley Proms 8pm-late
Sept. 17th 2011
Endon Proms 7pm
Oct. 29th 2011
Madeley Church TBA
Nov. 19th 2011 Audley Methodist
Market 1pm-4pm.
Audley Brass Band is always on the
lookout for new recruits, why not come
down to our New Band room in Dean
Hollow Audley and just have a go.
Instruments will be provided.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Ravensmead School Arts Week Audley & District Probus Club

During the spring term, as part of our achievement and
celebration for receiving the Arts mark Gold award,
Ravensmead Primary school had an Arts Week.
Giving the children, from Nursery through to Year 6, the
opportunity to produce Art work connected to their specific
topic area.
Artists, Ceramists and parent helpers were invited into
school to support the children with their work. This resulted
in a final Arts Exhibition on the Friday afternoon where parents
and the community were invited in to see the fantastic Art
work production.
The Artwork ranged from animal masks, textile hangings,
African inspired Artwork, 3d Rockets, Chinese prints, jewellery
to Victorian stained glass windows and textile work.
Both the teaching staff and the children thoroughly enjoyed
the Arts week and it highlighted how important this area of
learning is in the school, as well as why Ravensmead Primary
school was awarded the Art mark Gold award.

There are probably many people who may not have heard of
Probus and those that have, maybe not completely sure what
Probus is as far the community is concerned.
Probus Clubs are organisations for men and women who
have retired from their profession or business and want to
maintain a social network with others with similar interests.
So, on the third Friday of each month we meet at the
Butchers Arms Public House in Audley, where we enjoy lunch
followed by a Speaker. We try to cater for all tastes
( in the choice of Speaker as well as the menu! ).
The range of subjects we can look forward to during the
next few months includes Audley History, Hill Walking and
Christmas at Little Moreton Hall.
Our Club was founded in 1981 and in fact we are
celebrating our 30th Birthday, on the 21st October 2011, with
a special lunch.
In the meantime, if you think you would be interested in
joining us, please call me on (01782) 721894 when I will only
be too pleased to answer any questions.
Don Caton, Secretary.

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES
General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing
Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

Mrs. Melanie Goodall Art Coordinator.

For a Free quote please contact:
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

Aaron’s Records from last issue.
The article in issue 32 about the life of Aaron Lockett did not
show the true record of his bowling averages.
His records show that, during his 21 years playing cricket
for Staffordshire, Aaron took 633 wickets for an average of
13.5 runs.
His records show him standing second in the honours list to
the legend S.F. Barnes.
Answers to Sports Quiz from Page 21
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

July
Slips
Swimming
White
Polka Dot (Maillot Pois)
1996
Flushing Meadow
2,000 Guineas, Derby, St. Leger
3
Everton

The warmest welcome awaits you at your
Slimming World group. So why not come
along to one of our three meetings every

Tuesday 9.30am, 5pm or 7pm.
Hope to see you soon.
Alison.

www.facebook.com/groups/audleyslimmingworld

Audley Community Centre, Nantwich Road.
Tel: 01782 832291 Mob. 07597 279994
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G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Seasonal baskets, bedding plants,
container plants, perennials & shrubs.
Free range eggs for sale

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett,
Newcastle Staffs. 01782 624399

Community Centre Sponsorship Ends

Since January, the Audley Community Centre team have been
sponsoring 8 kids of both sexes each week to attend Peak
Pursuits climbing centre in the village for climbing instruction.
The kids were chosen by our local Police and PCSOs and
with the permission of their parents attended for a 4 week
course. This was to give our local youth something to do on a
Friday evening. All the kids of the age group that we targeted
who wished to take part have now passed through the scheme.
Hopefully they have got something out of it.
The monies to pay for the scheme was raised at our
Community Centre weekly Wednesday coffee mornings and sale.
All the items we sell are donated by you the public and any not
sold go either to a car boot or are passed on to other charitable
organisations in the local area. We need your bric a brac and
will sell anything that can be carried in a car. So please bring
your unwanted stuff to us on a Tuesday evening or to the
Wednesday morning sale. I can also collect from you if that is
necessary.
So please stop and have a coffee or a cheesey oatcake with
us on Wednesday mornings. They are the best in the district and
definitley the cheapest and perhaps buy something.
The monies now raised are going towards the expenses
for the “Audley Day” on September 3rd at the centre and the
Millennium Green. We hope you see you there and if you can
give an hour to help our small team on the day please contact
me. Help is needed either at the tea station or on the car park.
(You get in free and get to wear a yellow jacket)
Ron Bourne 07946734008
General Quiz Answers from page 19.
1. Zambia.
2. Rose.
3. 20%.
4. Fear of Beds.
5. Singapore
6. The Giraffe.
7. Herb.
8. Ten.
9. A Guinea Pig.
10. The Blue Whale.
11. Nucleus.
12. Mysterious Stone Heads.

Audley Community News

Breakfast Meeting Progress
Report
The Bignall End Breakfast meetings have now been running
for 13 months and we have held 7 meetings in that time.
This is therefore a progress report to date.
The meetings are aimed at small businesses and self
employed people in the Audley, Bignall End and Wood Lane
areas for networking, ideas sharing and general support. The
meetings are very relaxed but focussed and we have had
talks from Emma Foden (Dynamic Fitness, personal trainer) on
Attitude and Motivation and Bryan Carnes MBE on the value
and benefits of the Chambers of Commerce. The most recent
meeting focussed on ‘Marketing’ and we had a visit from
Trudi Bernard from the Council, whose role is to support small
businesses. As a collective, we are hiring a stall at the ‘Let’s
do Business’ conference at the Britannia Stadium, run by the
Chambers of Commerce. This is a great opportunity for us all
to advertise our own companies and network with others. It
will also, no doubt, enable us to bond together a bit more, so
a great chance for very new businesses to expand.
In addition to sharing ideas and gaining support, each of
us has expertise in our own fields so we are benefitting from
each other’s areas. This means that every member has easy
access to :
Financial advice from Kerry; Personal Training and Nutrition
from Emma; Aromatherapy and Stress Management from
Jeni; Coaching from Jeff; Electrical Services from Nev; Health
and Safety solutions from Anthony; Computer services from
Colin; Laundry services from Heather; Meat advice from
Shaun; Handyman services from Dale; Waste services from
Dave; and not to mention Ian Wilkes’ Postal services and
Political knowledge! Others have attended on an occasional
basis so the contact base is building.
This is an ideal resource for anyone currently just
establishing a business, considering running their own
business, or facing redundancy in the near future and
wishing to explore options! Breakfasts are always available
for a reasonable cost, cooked by Stef of the Plough fame.
Admission is currently free. The next meeting is at Bignall
End Cricket club 7. 30-9am on Friday 2nd September. See
you there!!

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Swan Inn

Chapel street bignall end
Now under new management Linda & Paul your hosts

LIVE FOOTBALL
EVENTS EVERY WEEKEND

MONDAY &
THURSDAY DOMINOES

TUESDAY Darts

Monday Darts.

7 GUEST BEERS

IS PORK PIE & CHEESE NIGHT

IS QUIZ NITE THIS INCLUDES;
PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT
OR DEAL NO DEAL
ALWAYS AVAILABLE
5 CIDERS AT ALL TIMES.

Happy Hour Mon-Thur
5pm to 7pm
CAMRA August Pub of
the Month 2011.

“EAT FOR A £1.00”
EVERY WED 5PM TO 8PM

d
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BBQ

and s now
Packilable
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Quality local & home reared

SUNDAY NIGHT

Beef, Lamb,
Pork & Poultry.

FOOD MON-THURS

5.30PM-8.30PM 2
CAN DINE FOR £8.99
THIS INCLUDES A
STARTER + MAIN MEAL

01782 720622

Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.
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Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants
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Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area
Extended range of magazines. Confectionery.
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about
everything you could possibly need all under
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, fishing tackle,
pet food even horse feed - the list goes on and on. Basically
everything apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell
plugs. Drop by and take a look for yourself.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated? We are agents for
DRY CLEANING.

autumn Bedding plants & bulbs
FOOD re-cycle bags NOW available
Log, Sticks and coal in stock
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green will take care of it. We can
also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take
care of your vehicle.

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

Potteries Building
Supplies
Building materials
Sand/gravel
CALL
decorative gravels
01782
SCREENED topsoil
562222
Bark chippings
BETTER
RAILWAY Sleepers CHEAPER
Roofing Drainage
FASTER
FREE
Landscaping INDIAN
LOCAL
DELIVERY
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

Tel: 01782 720333
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

