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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

The Swan Inn
Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

Mondays Cask Ale 50p pint OFF

We Now
Invite You
£2.30 per pint 5pm-8pm To Our New
BEER
Tradition Ciders Available
GARDEN
Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’

Award Winning Pub
For 2018

01782 720622

Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 
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A message from the Editor.

I once again welcome all our
readers to a new issue of the
magazine, issue 60, where does the
time go? No sooner do I put my
pen down after completion of one
issue that I then need to start on
the next one.
At last we welcome the sunshine,
let us hope it stays with us for the
whole of the summer months.
The elections are now over at last
and we now wait to see if things
will change for our village and
maybe a few buckets of tarmac for
the unbelievable potholes we
encounter every time we go out on
either road or pavement.
Despite all the moans and groans
we so often hear, I still feel so lucky
to live in such a lovely community.
The parish of Audley must be the
envy of many small communities
around, we are blessed with so
many activities throughout the
whole of the community.
When time is available I often
walk between Bignall End and
Halmer End and to be honest, no
matter who you meet on your
journey they always say hello and
make conversation.
As many readers maybe aware, our
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magazine has a number of
subscribers and often the feedback I
receive is that many of them would
love to come and live in our
community, this is due to the
amount of voluntary activities and
events going on throughout the
year.
We also see the continued
installation of defibrillators, all
funded by events organised by
volunteers and donations given by
the local community.
Lets us hope that they never need to
be used.
Two of our local voluntary groups
are struggling for members to come
along and give them a hand, L.A.P
and The Millennium Green Group.
If help is not forthcoming, there
could be a possibility of one or both
being disbanded. This would be
such a terrible blow to our
community.
If you wish to come along and get
involved contact Jane Lancaster for
the L.A.P on 720231.
If you wish to become part of The
Millennium Green Group contact
721960 or even me at the magazine
I will pass on your details to either
group. Enjoy your read.
Editor Ernie Moulton

Music Thru The Decades
Minnie Pit Memorial Show
Music Thru The Decades Minnie Pit Memorial
Show is a show to commemorate the Minnie
Pit disaster but not forgetting that there was a
war going on at the same time.
The show to be held on the 14th July 2018
has been put together with a variety of songs
which will relate in some way to both the
Minnie Disaster and the war years.
There will be guests on the show providing
us with a wealth of entertainment.
Plus we will have dancers from the Pepper
Street dancing academy Madeley.
Ravensmead school will be adding their own
piece to the show.
There is such a variety of entertainment
going on.
This is a MUST SEE show, so do not miss it
as it is a one night only show at the Audley
Theatre.
Monies raised will go to good causes, your
support is very much needed.
Tickets £8.00 are available on line and are on
sale now, wheelchair users may ring 01782 931
086.
June Ward.

Editor: E. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565
Address:
23 Wood Street Bignall End
Stoke on Trent
Staffs ST7 8QL
Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Reporter: Mike Joynson
Reporter-Admin: Eric Davies
Proof Readers:
Linda Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Ernie Moulton
Published in the Parish of
Audley.
To subscribe to this
magazine, contact the Editor.
Website Duncan Richardson
Shraley Brook Media
PRINTERS
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Rotary Club of Audley
Spring is in the air, and there is no better proof of this
than the appearance of purple crocuses by the white
railings at the turn-off for Wood Lane. The purple
crocus has been adopted by Rotary to signify the role
Rotary has been playing in the eradication of polio
over the last 40 years. The colour purple is significant
as it is the colour of the dye put on the child’s finger
after it has been immunised. There are only 4
countries left with polio and the numbers are falling
but the fight goes on.
The meetings for the last few months are highlighted
below.
Our first meeting of the year on 3rd January had
member Neil Ginnis talking to us about his early work
life on the ‘Water Board’. Disillusioned with school,
Neil applied for this job having already started in
higher education. The interviewer was so impressed
with his application that he convinced both Neil’s
parents and his head teacher to allow him to leave
education and start work for him. His job was as a
billing assistant. This involved a lot of paperwork,
which over the years he saw gradually computerised.
In later years he got more involved in computerisation
which became his specialist area. He went on to tell
stories and tales about his colleagues of the early years
at the Water Board, both funny and serious. All in all,
this was a very entertaining talk.
Dave Hughes was the guest speaker on 17th January,
telling us about the sudden death of his son, who was a
very fit young man, and the fundraising events his
family and friends have organised. They raise funds
for cardiac testing of young people in both the local
community and venues over the country. President
Paul presented David with a cheque, corresponding to
the Santa collection for the Bignall End night. Visit
www.c-r-y.org.uk for full details. He can be seen here
below receiving the cheque for £500 from the club.

The club was enthralled on 31st January by Catherine
Crockett, who told us about all the avenues of support
the Alice charity provide, mainly for low income
families, to help them escape their, usually short-term,
hardship issues. This may be advice, clothing,
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furniture, white goods or kitchen utensils as well as
accommodation or money. ‘A hand up, not just a hand
out’ is their motto. The club gave the charity a
donation of £250. www.alicecharity.com has further
information.
14th February was our St Valentines evening when
partners were invited and topical games, quizzes and
crafting (making paper roses) were provided to
entertain everyone. Mrs Mackey went home with
Chocolates, Fizz and a Rose much to delight of her
husband.
Ken Jones was the Speaker’s host on 21st February and
Mark Smith came along to give us the story of the
journey of his Great Grandfather, Job Wilson, from a
village in Buckinghamshire to the trenches of the
Somme. He had a series of slides, props and uniform
to add weight to his oration. Alas, Job was killed
weeks before the Armistice was agreed. Mark is
pictured here below, in uniform, with Ken. A very
interesting and poignant talk.

On 28th February I spoke to the club myself. In the
words of President Paul, “Ian gave the club a powerful
report about the amount of single use plastic.
(300million tonnes per annum) that ends up in our
oceans, pushed by the wind and tidal currents into
floating, soupy ‘islands’, poisoning the flora and fauna.
The quality of the presentation was such that it could
have made it onto any of the TV news channels.” (Not
sure about that, Ian.)
We started March on the 7th with an informative talk
by Rotarian Jim McCabe (his speaker had to withdraw
at the last moment due to illness, so he presented her
talk) on the Culinary influences on Sicilian cuisine
through the ages. It was surprising to learn how many
things we take as quintessential Italian, actually come
from other cultures – Ice Cream & Coffee being
notable examples. Alas there were no samples to
embellish the presentation.
To learn more about Rotary, visit our website at www.
audleyrotary.co.uk, contact us via our Facebook and
Twitter accounts or e-mail us at contact@audleyrotary.
co.uk
Ian Knight
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Audley Football Club Cup Team & Club Report

Thursday 26th April, and for the first time since time
began everyone arrived on time at Stoke City’s Bet365
Stadium for our biggest game of the season.
All the lads looked smart in their red sweatshirts
and black trackies, it was obvious everyone was
buzzing and looking forward to the game.
After winning the toss and getting the home
dressing room we opted for a pre-game walk onto the
pitch.
Back to the dressing room for a quick chat, naming
the team and then out again for the warm up as
parents and supporters began to fill the stand behind
the dugouts. With 15minutes to go it was back inside
for another talk about keeping our shape and
remembering how hard we’d worked to overcome
Nantwich in the semi-final, and how gutted we’d felt
losing The County Cup final.
Then the buzzer sounded, and it was time to get
down to business….
Newcastle were out of the blocks very quickly,
looking exactly as we’d feared, very fit and very sharp
and they were much the better side in the early stages,
going 1-0 up after only 12 mins.
We were really under the cosh and struggling to
match them but after around 20mins we seemed to feel
our way into the game. Harry Finlay was always
looking to get the ball off our keeper Lucas Wright and
build from the back. Corey Nelson was running his
socks off in centre midfield and when Sam Thorley
entered the action we began to poke and probe at their
defence with some neat interchanges of passing. Just
before half time though they bagged another goal from
a corner, before Sam threaded another little pass
through to Corey who shot just wide of the post.
We felt a little unlucky to go in 2-0 down at the
break after going so close at the end of the half and we
talked about making sure we scored the next goal,
keeping the possession better and making sure we
tracked back with their runners.
Unfortunately, Newcastle added a third on 50 mins
and after that the game was effectively over. The extra
fitness was there for all to see and they kept Lucas busy
for most of the half as well as hitting the bar a couple
of times to run out comfortable winners.
In our own league our passing game is usually

enough to see us home but against a top-class side
everything needed to be quicker and sharper, and our
balls along the floor to feet were being intercepted by
our very fit opponents.
In the end Newcastle ran out 5-0 winners and for
the second time in a month our players went home
with runners-up medals.
Let’s not forget though what a great achievement it
was to make both The County & Sentinel Finals, and
our night at The Bet365 will live long in the memory.
Well done to all our players including Ash Roberts
who had to miss the game due to a college trip, and
massive thanks to everyone who turned up and
supported us.
Mark Ash & Mike Sellers - Audley U18 Coaches,

Latest Chairman’s Report

As the season is drawing to an end it is a pleasure to
say how well the club has been doing throughout the
season, at all ages and levels.
At the senior end of the club the first team
progressed to the Staffordshire FA vase semi final
before losing to favourites for the trophy, Ossama
Blurton on penalties. Indeed Audley were one penalty
away from going through but hit the post, then went
on to lose during sudden death.
This was a great achievement for a County Cup final,
unfortunately losing to Eccleshall 2-0 in the final.
Other teams throughout the club are progressing to
leaque and cup success and all at the club wish them
well in pursuit of silverware.
The club would also like to thank everybody who
supported the recent Beer Festival through either
sponsorship, attendance or both.
Without you and our dedicated volunteers providing
this support the Festival would not be able to be
staged.
At the end of the season the club will host the CRY
football tournament on Saturday 2nd June and then a
mini-soccer tournament on Saturday 14th July. As
with all other events held at the club, the community
are welcome to come along and support these good
causes, so we hope to see you at the club soon.
Richard Platt. Chairman
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Dear Editor
May I offer you and your contributors congratulations
on your latest edition. Just Wonderful!
I read all your magazines; usually purchased from
the ‘Wonderful’ Boughey Arms where my friends and
myself regularly dine.
I do not reside in your local areas but I do support
both Halmer End and Audley Methodist Churches. So
in a way feel part of you, knowing many of the names
mentioned.
I particularly wanted to congratulate and thank you
for your report on The Minnie Pit 100th Celebrations,
which due to ill health I was unable to attend. This
disaster should never be forgotten, and I hope the
students in the local schools will carry on the tradition
of Remembrance. You certainly brought the occasion
alive. I almost felt as if I was there.
Every page of your magazine is always full of
interest. A Great Read. Long may it continue. It has
lots of information and facts; I learn more with each
edition.
Keep up the good work, and long may you prosper.
It must be lovely being apart of such a community.
J Gorton, Porthill.
Dear Editor
After reading your last issue, I was so sorry to read
about the loss of Stuart Platt.
I worked with Stuart during the 1980s, he was a true
gentleman. I still have the present he gave to me on
my 21st birthday, a jewellery box.
I wish to send my condolences to his wife Anne and
family. Stuart was admired by so many.
Julie Young.
Kidsgrove.
Via E mail
Hello Everyone
I really must congratulate all at ACN for a truly
brilliant and moving March 2018 edition of the
magazine. I remember my grandparents talking about
the Minnie Pit disaster and those brave souls who even
died trying to rescue others. How talented a poet is
Derrick Bate to portray the disaster in verse.
I always look forward to the magazine.
Pat Peachey (nee Moloney) Oxfordshire.
Dear Editor
I hope one of your readers may help me to
identify the unknown person in the photograph
seen opposite.
I contacted my friend Margaret Williams (nee
Johnson) and asked her about the photograph
her mother had of the Audley Mouth Organ
Band, with her father, Ernest Johnson standing
top right.
The names I know are as follows;
Back row left to right, Arthur Platt, ?
unknown, Lewis Frost, Ernest Johnson.
Front row left to right; Colin McEllin, Victor
Sykes and then Jim Brown, my uncle, if you
think you can help please contact the editor. I
would love to know the missing name.

HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Wasps

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

Nell Bedford, Doncaster.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

Generous Gesture by Local Artist
Pictured is Steve Shaw,
artist, handing over his
original painting of the
Minnie Pit Angel to Mike
Joynson at the Halmer
End Institute CIC.
Steve is an acknowledged
artist and we are more
than privileged to be the
custodians of this
resplendent and poignant
piece of artwork.
Steve has generously
foregone the copyright to
the painting which
permits the CIC to
replicate if we should
want too.

RBK 190x130 Ad_Layout 1 01/05/2018 15:42 Page 1
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Steve’s association with
the CIC has now
encouraged students from
Sir Thomas Boughey
Academy , to reproduce
some of their artwork on
the interior of the CIC in
memory of the Minnie Pit
Disaster.

BOROUGH COUNCIL
2018 ELECTION
RESULTS

Bert Proctor

986 IND

Sue Moffat

818 LAB

Ian Wilkes

773 LD

Tom Heavey

714 LAB

Ian Ashbolt

574 LAB

Linda Hailstones

529 CON

Peter Hailstones

501 CON

Lawrence Whitworth 357 CON
Ben Ireland

208 LD

Kay Mitchell

183 LD

3 Elected

Paying your accountant too much?
If you’re asking yourself this question
then why are we different?
At RBK Accountants we share your honest hard working
values, which means we have a strong belief in value for
money. This ensures you are provided with a personable

We understand that no business is the same and provide
services such as:-

Accountancy
Bookkeeping
Management Accounts

and pro-active service throughout the year and not just

VAT

at year end.

Payroll
Contact us today for a free, relaxed and no obligation
meeting where we can discuss our wide variety of
services to meet your requirements.
Stuck for time during your working day be sure to
take advantage of our flexible meeting times in the
evening or weekends.

T 01782 720 541
E richard@rbkca.co.uk
M 07791 998 167
W www.rbkca.co.uk
Richard Kessel ACCA

Advice & Support you can count on

Business & Personal Tax
Inheritance & Capital Gains Tax
Company Secretarial
Financial Management
Construction Industry Scheme compliance
Research & Development enhanced tax claims

Registered with The Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants

Registered certified advisors
for Cloud based accounting
software - Xero and
training/support.
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AUDLEY THEATRE
50 NEXT YEAR

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
self maintained, live amateur productions by both
theatre members, the youth section and local groups.

Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Melanie
and I have been a member of Audley theatre since I
came to live in Audley when I married a local lad back
in the last century.
I have been asked to give you a brief update of the
theatre and its future plans.

Over the years the theatre has seen performances from
dancers, singers, actors and Bobby Ball, though not in
his most well known persona as Cannon and Ball, but
giving a talk on being a born again Christian.

2019 will be the year that Audley theatre will be 50
years old, half a century of self-managed, self-funded,

Hope to see you at the theatre.

Myself and a few other theatre members will be
compiling a few events, over the next few months, for a
celebration, next year, of the last 50 years of the
At the time of writing this, I and other theatre
theatre.
members are working on the next play, Ladies Day,
I’m sure you have many memories of shows that you
which is likely to have been finished by the time you
have seen at the theatre.
read this.
If you would like to share them with us, or have any
It follows 4 ladies from their fish filleting jobs in
events from the theatre’s history, that you feel should
Hull out to Royal Ascot which, in 2005, was at York
be celebrated or revisited we will see if they can be
race course.
Hopefully, the final performance of our visit to Royal included in next year’s events.
Ascot won’t be adversely affected by fewer audience
Please contact us either on a Saturday morning at
numbers due to the Royal Wedding, which will be on
the theatre in Hall Street, where we still have a regular
the same day.
tea/coffee morning get together and chat and pick the
weekly “200 club” prize draw, or leave a note or letter
For the rest of the theatre year the Production
committee are still working towards arranging the play in the letter box at the theatre, or contact us on the
Audley theatre facebook page.
for the Autumn period and there will of course be the
pantomime next January/February, oh yes there will,
Thanks for reading.
which brings me to next year.

Melanie Madew
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What is Dementia?
The word ‘dementia’ describes a set of symptoms that
may include memory loss and difficulties with
thinking, problem-solving or language. These changes
are often small to start with, but for someone with
dementia they have become severe enough to affect
daily life.

Who gets Dementia?
There are currently around 850,000 people in the UK
with dementia. It mainly affects people over the age of
65 (one in 14 people in this age group have dementia),
and the likelihood of developing dementia increases
significantly with age.
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and lack of understanding that means many people
with the condition experience loneliness and social
exclusion.

Funding was received from the Department of Health
and the Cabinet Office to launch and support
Dementia Friends for the first two years.

What are Dementia friendly communities?
Dementia friendly communities are villages, towns
and cities where more people understand dementia,
there is less fear and avoidance, and people living with
dementia are included and supported to live
independently and have choice and control over their
day-to-day lives.

Diagnosing Dementia

People are often happier if they can live in their own
homes for longer.

It is very important for anyone who has problems with
their memory or thinking to get a proper assessment.
A common pattern is for the GP to make an initial
assessment and then refer the person to a memory
clinic or other specialist service for a more detailed
assessment.

This Alzheimer Society initiative has helped to turn
over 200 communities across England into dementia
friendly communities.
The aims are to:

How is Dementia treated?
The vast majority of causes of dementia cannot be
cured, although research is continuing into developing
drugs, vaccines and other medical treatments.
There is a lot that can be done to enable someone with
dementia to live well with the condition. Care and
support should be ‘person-centred’ such as a Memory
box of favourite possessions or memorabilia or Music
Therapy.

Can dementia be prevented?
It is not usually possible to say for sure why a
particular person has developed dementia. Factors
such as high blood pressure, lack of physical exercise
and smoking – all of which lead to narrowing of the
arteries – increase the risk of developing Alzheimer’s
disease and vascular dementia.
There is evidence that a healthy lifestyle, especially in
mid-life, can help reduce the risk of dementia. Regular
physical exercise (for example, cycling, swimming,
brisk walking), maintaining a healthy weight, not
smoking, and drinking alcohol only in moderation, if
at all, are linked to a reduced risk of dementia.
.

What is a Dementia Friend?

Alzheimer’s Society Dementia Friends programme is
the biggest ever initiative to change people’s
perceptions of dementia. It aims to transform the way
the nation thinks, talks and acts about the condition.
Dementia Friends was launched to tackle the stigma
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-Visit local businesses & engage with them to become
more Dementia friendly.
-Hold local Dementia Friends training sessions in a
variety of community locations.
-Look at Community building to ensure that they are
Dementia friendly.
A new committee featuring Audley Health Centre,
Audley Rotary, Aspire, Approach Staffordshire, LAP,
Audley Library & Borough Council has succeeded in
making Audley a Dementia Friendly Community,
recognised nationally by the Dementia Action
Alliance.

PEGI WILDE FOOT HEALTH
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Care with a gentler touch!
(A Complete Foot Care Service)
Callus and hard skin removed
Corns treated
Routine nail trimming
Thickened nails reduced
Ingrown nails treated
Diabetic foot health and advice
Treatments in the comfort of your own home.
Evening and Saturday appointments available by arrangement.
Gentlest treatment methods used.
All equipment fully sterilised.

Phone 07715 128962 pegi.wilde@hotmail.co.uk
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Audley Male Voice Choir
At the time of writing the clocks have gone forward, it
should be Spring!
But the Winter will just not give up. I hope by the time
you read this we will be enjoying glorious weather. In
the last issue I reported that we are working hard on
learning new music for two big events later this year.
There has been no let up, the rehearsal time flies past
each week, as there is no time to think of anything but
the music.
Our Musical Director,
Sue Hallam, who has
stamped her own style
and particularly some
new energy into our
Choir, is doing a
fabulous job. One of the
smartest things she has
done is to introduce
initially an Apprentice
Conductor, Samuel
Winter pictured, to help
share the workload. To
be honest, at first, we were not very sure about this
baby faced young Southerner, who seemed to wave his
arms too much. But now he has progressed massively
and has won the admiration and appreciation of all our
members. His role has migrated to Deputy Conductor
and he sings with the Second Tenors when not
conducting. This extra help is really appreciated
and is a big factor in speeding up our learning process
of new music. Thank you Samuel!

years to the very day.
Aside from the grand occasions described above, we
are always very aware that we represent a much loved
part of the Audley Community. Betty Harris, the wife
of John one of our second tenors, who accompanied
him on our brilliant Scottish Tour wrote a touching
letter to us in the form of a poem. I reproduce this
poem here:-

Ode to Audley Male Voice Choir
I love to hear a Male Voice Choir
With song and music within
It’s not just the music
It’s the feelings that they give.
They raise their voices to the roof above
And all that’s taken in
The sound of their voices echo over us
And sometimes we join in.
It’s such a great sound and in harmony
It’s the gift of their music and song
That is given to you and me.

They are like a band of Brothers
Their friendship you can see
The gents of all ages are singing with empathy.
So sit back and enjoy this moment
When their voices are raised
The weeks of practice they have had
With their conductor Sue
To receive their praise.

In the meantime, our programme of local concerts
continues.
On Saturday March 11th we had a concert in
Congleton Methodist Church. As usual, our soloists
contributed greatly and successfully, including our
accompanist Ian Riddle. The concert was very
enjoyable and successful.

It’s such a precious moment
When the people take it in
When Sue’s finger is raised
Then the concert will begin.

We look forward to a concert at the Hugo Meynall
School in Loggerheads on the 9th June. This is a fund
raising event on behalf of Loggerheads and District
Befrienders, an organisation who extends the hand of
friendship to anyone over the age of eighteen who feels
isolated. We also have concerts on July 6th at Stone
and on July 29th at Trinity Church in Llandudno.

Betty Harris seen
oposite.

A quick reminder of the big events. On October 13th
we are guests at the Royal Albert Hall, London
participating in the 26th Festival of Male Voice Choirs.
A long weekend is planned to make the most of this
kind invitation from the London Welsh Male Voice
Choir. On November 11th we are at the Victoria Hall
Hanley, this is a special occasion with our guests being
the University Hospital Ladies Choir and Audley Brass
in celebration of the centenary of the signing of the
Armistice ending the First World War exactly 100

With much Love and Thank You For The Music!

Communications
like this spurs us
on to keep
practising and
performing to
continue to enjoy
and give pleasure
to the best of our
ability.

Davie. AMVC.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Audley Community Library & Information Centre
The library and information centre has
now been administered by volunteers for
over a year.
We would like to take this opportunity
to thank all library members for their
continued support and patience whilst we
were going through our initial training.
We would also like to invite those who
are not members, to consider joining, as
our continued success and future
development will rely on increasing our
membership so that we can continue to
provide this important service.
We held ‘Dementia Friendly’ sessions on
26th January, 19th February, 19th March
and 16th April, facilitated by the Rotary
Club and these have been very successful.
We have also held a ‘Carers’ Hub’ drop
in session on 5th April and will be doing further drop
ins in the near future.

The photograph above shows the first library
committee for our village which was set up after
the First World War by ex-servicemen.
They formed an association, one of whose
There are plans to mount a photographic history of the functions was to man a free lending library for the
Parish sometime in the autumn.
village.
We would like to invite readers to supply us with
If any reader recognises any of the committee or
photographs of the village. The photographs can be of has any information regarding the group, we
any subject - family, sporting, buildings, shops etc.
would be pleased to receive it.
Good copies are acceptable, along with a caption or
information. This was last done in 1972 in the old
library, so it is time to do another one.
The photographs can be recent or from any decade.
Enquiries and photographic material contact David or
Liz at the library.

There is a scrabble group which meets on Tuesdays
10-12. Anyone who wants to join, simply come along
and stay for as long as you wish and try out your word
skills.
Also if anyone is interested in forming other groups,
such as chess, stamp/coin collecting or other board
games, contact the library.

Library Appeal
Missing Book.

A copy of ‘When I was a
Lad’ by Jack Cross, (recently
donated to the reference
library by the Cross family)
has gone missing from the
library.
If you have borrowed it by
mistake please return it, no
questions asked. We are
unable to replace it as it was
published privately.
Thank you.

Have You
Made YOUR
Will Yet?
Your Will in the privacy and comfort
of your own home.
Our professional friendly consultant
will visit you at your convenience.
Please Contact

Sue Osborne

www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk

07971 496 825
sosborne@jwals.co.uk
www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
email: cchambers@jwals.co.uk www.justwillsandlegalservices.co.uk
Just Wills & Legal Services is a member of The Society of Will Writers

Wills & Trusts
Probate Services
Executor Services
Trustee Services
Deeds of Variation
Lasting Powers of Attorney
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BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES

Ron Green

We sadly report
that Ron passed
away on 26th
March 2018.
Ron was born
in 1945 in
Newcastle.
He attended
Broadmeadows
School in
Chesterton. After
leaving school he
qualified as an
electrician with
the NCB.
After being
buried in the pit,
whilst at work, he
left and had
various jobs and
ended up working for approx 17 years at a holiday
complex in Barmouth for the Camm family.
He then relocated to Staffordshire taking over the
Butchers Arms pub in Audley where he met his wife
Lynn. They married in 1994. Ron already had three
lovely children Sharon, Jodie and Ryan. Ron and Lynn
then had a son Ben.
He loved sport especially football and played for
many teams including Audley and Alsagers Bank as a
goalkeeper. He was known as “the flying pig”. He
played football until his early 40s.
He also was a keen pool player playing for local
teams for many years.
After leaving the Butchers Arms pub he was for a few
years licensee of The Royal Oak in Miles Green.
After leaving the pubs he went back to work for the
Camm family as manager of three local amusement
arcades in Hanley, Longton and Newcastle where he
remained until he was aged 70.
His interest in sport continued as his son Ben started
playing football (Audley and Chesterton) and cricket
(for Wood Lane) at the age of 7 and Ron always went
to take him to training and watch him play.
He really enjoyed Saturday afternoons at Wood Lane
enjoying a pint and watching the cricket.
Ron had two grand-daughters Hollie (aged 20) and
Poppy-Rae who was born in December last year.
Three years ago he was diagnosed with a cancerous
brain tumour which he fought with great courage.
His funeral service was held at the Bradwell
Crematorium on the 18th April and was attended by
so many there was standing room only at the back.
Ron will be sadly missed by his loving family and all
of those who knew him.
Ron was a true gentleman and is great loss to our
community.
To all friends and family please accept our
condolences.

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
Joyce Rowley (nee Chown)
Joyce died
on the 7th
November
2017 at
home from
Parkinson’s
and its
related
Dementia.
Joyce was
the wife of
David and

the mother of Peter.
Joyce was born in Station Road Halmer End in 1942
and lived in the same road all her life apart from when
she went to College.
She attended Richard Heathcote School, Sir Thomas
Boughey High School and Clayton Hall Grammar
School before gaining her Teaching Diploma from
Crewe Teacher Training College.
On leaving College Joyce first taught at Kinnersley
Memorial School in Kidsgrove before moving to
Richard Heathcote School in Alsagers Bank where she
taught for a number of years until Peter was born in
1974. Joyce later continued her teaching career at
Alsagers Bank and at Wood Lane as a Supply Teacher.
Joyce was a very active member of Halmer End
Methodist Church where she came through the
Sunday School eventually becoming a Sunday School
teacher and later its Secretary for a number of years.
She felt the call to become a Methodist Local Preacher
and was fully accredited in 1970. She enjoyed her
studies to become a Preacher especially the Old
Testament Studies for which she was awarded the
Swire Prize. That was a prize for the highest marks in
Old Testament Studies in the country for all the
candidates sitting that exam.
Joyce continued her preaching until severely
restricted by her illness.

Joyce had a lively interest in life, loved reading, nature
and music. She enjoyed travel and holidays with
family and friends.
Many of those friends joined the congregation for
Joyce’s Thanksgiving Service at Halmer End Methodist
Church on 22nd November 2017, travelling from
Edinburgh, Stockton-on-Tees, Nottingham and
various parts of Cheshire, Shropshire and
Staffordshire.
The service, conducted by Rev’d Helen Hoe, was
attended by some of the NHS carers who had cared for
Joyce in the latter months of her life. The Church was
full for the service.
Thanks go to the medical and administrative staff at
the Audley Health Centre for their care and support
for Joyce and also to the Parkinson’s Nurses at the
University Hospital.
Thanks also to the many friends at Halmer End
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Methodist Church and neighbours in Miles Green who
have supported the family during Joyce’s long illness. .
Joyce is sadly missed by her family and many friends
and thanks go to Rev’d Helen Hoe and the Cooperative Funeral Service for a wonderful tribute to
Joyce.
Donations in Joyce’s memory amounted to £1240
and they have been shared between Halmer End
Methodist Church, Parkinson’s UK, the Douglas
Macmillan Hospice and Marie Curie.

Robert Baker (Bob).
It is with great sadness that
we announce the death of
Bob on the 4th January
2018 aged 74 years who
passed away at his home in
Wilbrahams Walk Audley.
Bob was the loving
husband for over 53 years
to Janet and the adored dad
to Stephanie, Charles and
the late David who passed
away only a few weeks old.
Bob was born in Betley
and as a young boy moved
with his family to live in
Meadowside Avenue
Audley.
He was a shy lad and at the age of 15 on leaving school
found a job working for Spencer Condliffe making fire
grates in Bignall End.
But after only a few weeks in the small factory he
had a calling, it was an outdoor life he yearned for,
which took him to his life of farming.
His first experience of farming was when he went
working for farmer Hollinshead in Ravens Lane, but
eventually moved on to Furber’s farm at Peel Farm
Barthomley Road, where he stayed until ill health
finally ended his working career.
On his marriage to Janet, Bob aged 21, and Janet just
18 took up residence at Peel Cottage and then went on
to Wilbrahams Walk Audley where Bob lived until his
death. Throughout his teenage life Bob had been very
active and he loved sport.
Football was a passion and as a young man he had
trials with Queens Park Rangers and from what has
been told he was good enough to become part of their
team, but things being what they were back then and
being one from a large family of nine, his first priority
was to go out and earn a living.
Bob also suffered a handicap after an accident as a
boy when losing an eye. This never became any kind
of obstacle to Bob, he loved nothing more than being
out with his mates playing football.
After being forced to finish work through his ill
health and after working most of his life outdoors, his
passion took him to nature and wildlife. Despite his
handicap of walking he loved nothing more than being
out with nature with his binoculars, then returning
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C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

home to tell Janet about the odd buzzard or other local
birds of prey he had encountered on his walks.
Sadly his health took a knock, but this would not
stop him from venturing out, first in his wheel chair
the finally his electric scooter which gave him his
independence.
Bob was also interested in all forms of sport. He
loved watching boxing, snooker, athletics and tennis
and he himself loved nothing more than a game of
snooker and you could often find him playing at the
Bignall End Cricket Club with his mates.
Bob, with his family and friends, so enjoyed his
holidays. During their life together Bob and Janet had
been so fortunate to have traveled to so many far off
countries such as Australia, Bali, Singapore and both
coasts of America, also taking advantage of family
holidays at Janet’s parents home in Menorca.
Bob was never a natural flyer and in the beginning
he would need a few brandies to get him out of the
departure lounge.
Bob was a kind, generous, loving man who had a
great sense of humour that was not dampened by the
pain he was so often in through his illness. If ever
there was a fighter it was Bob.
Having known Bob for many years and knowing the
man he was, our community has lost a lovely man who
will be sadly missed by so many.
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell
Crematorium on the 2nd March 2018.
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Sir Thomas Boughey Academy

The spring term started
with Year 11 pupils
involved in a mock
interview evening, an
annual event which helps
our pupils to take the next
step into the world of work
or college. It is a delight to
see pupils take this evening
so seriously, as they appear
in their interview suits,
slightly apprehensive about
the questions they are to
face. Once pupils had faced the challenge and
received positive feedback, they all considered the
evening to be extremely worthwhile and beneficial.
We would like to thank members of the local public
who took up their time in order to interview our
pupils and help to make this evening so successful.

It was a very busy term for students with a whole host
of different events.
Activities included: ‘Medpath’ where a number of
Keele University students came into school to deliver a
series of sessions on careers in medicine; The Rise Up
Challenge involving Dentsu Aegis Network where
pupils had to create an advertising campaign designed
to highlight awareness of a social issue and a talk on
degree level apprenticeships in Engineering to name
but some of the exciting opportunities.
Just before the Easter break we were delighted to host
the first United Endeavour Trust Talent Showcase.
The coming together of Sir Thomas Boughey
Academy, Clayton Hall Academy and Newcastle
Academy pupils, staff and parents for an evening of
music, song and drama was a great example of what
can be achieved through hard work, cooperation and
endeavour. The evening was a tremendous success
and it was wonderful to see the talent on show. We
would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you
for your support and involvement.
Over the Easter holidays Mr Warriner, Ms Locke and
Miss Bibby took a skiing trip to France. The pupils
enjoyed fantastic weather and excellent snow
conditions. As you would expect, the pupils
represented the school in a fantastic manner and had a
thoroughly enjoyable week.
On the 18th of April, 21 pupils from the GCSE Drama
groups attended a performance of ‘Mrs. Warren’s
Profession’ at Stoke Rep accompanied by Mr Kerr and
Mr Taylor. The tickets were kindly donated by Mr
Steven Mountford, former governor and long-time
supporter of the school and we would like to take this
opportunity to thank him for his continued generosity.
The following night was our annual Exam
Information Evening for parents and pupils. It

provided those who attended with some vital
information regarding exam content, revision
techniques, exam preparation and practice papers. It
was also a chance for parents to ask for any last minute
suggestions as to how our Y11 pupils can be supported
in the final few weeks of their formal education.
Everyone who attended found the evening
informative and useful and we look forward to
welcoming even more people.
May half-term saw 44 pupils along with Mr Barber,
Mrs Robbins and Miss Carter travel to Poland for a
cultural visit. Whilst staying in Krakow, the pupils
visited the Jewish cemetery, had a tour of the beautiful
synagogue and took the opportunity to pay their
respects at Auschwitz.
As you would expect, it proved to be a very moving
and thought-provoking experience for all concerned.
The historical and emotional significance of the visit
means that the pupils will certainly never forget the
images they witnessed.
As we near the final half-term of the academic year,
there is still a great deal to look forward to.
All of Year 10 are eagerly awaiting the start of their
two week work experience placement (and, once
again, we would like to thank those of you who have
offered to accommodate our pupils for this
experience), and Year 9 are looking forward to their
week at camp (hopefully the weather will be kind to
them).
As Year 11 pupils near the end of their educational
journey with us, they are particularly looking forward
to their Leavers’ Dinner (an annual event which is
thoroughly enjoyed by all).
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of
our Year 11 pupils the very best and we certainly hope
that their experiences at Sir Thomas Boughey have set
them in good stead for their future.
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Ravensmead Primary School
Alzheimer’s UK
Ravensmead 2017-18 Charity
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impact it can have on sufferers and their families.
A range of activities were experienced by the
children including; using pipe cleaners to make
neurones which then had a memory attached, creating
a 3D brain which explained what each part of the
brain is responsible for and also making a “chatterbox”
which provided numerous facts about dementia.
The children found the workshops informative and
enjoyable and we wish to thank Zoe for visiting us.
We look forward to continuing our fundraising for
such a worthwhile cause.
Ravensmead’s Nursery Provision
At Ravensmead Primary School we currently offer
15hrs flexible Nursery provision through the week;
which can be full or half days.
Our Nursery is a caring and nurturing environment,
which allows children to thrive as they start their
learning journey at Ravensmead. We have a lovely
outside classroom, where the children’s learning can
develop and flourish.
In our recent Ofsted report April 2017, “Early years
provision was recognised as a strength of the school”.
Please come and visit our Nursery to see what we
have on offer.

The Raffle Raisers

How the idea came about:
Matilda – Some months ago, we had an interesting
talk from Zoe of Alzheimer’s Research UK, and after
experiencing this we decided that we would like to do
something to help researchers try and find a cure for
this terrible disease.
The help we had:
Poppy – Mrs Evans and Mr Bell helped us all through
our raffle experience. We had lots of support from our
FRIENDS because they gave us lots of generous
donations. We give our thanks to the children who
bought a ticket, and any adults that did too.
The main things:
Alexa – We have happily raised £88.20 for our school
charity in 3 break times. We were excited to do this
awesome raffle for Alzheimer’s Research. All of the
people who entered were hoping to win one of the
prizes, especially the giant fluffy bunny which
everyone loved.
Thank you for reading.
By Alexa, Poppy and Matilda from Ravensmead
Primary School.
On Tuesday 24th April, Key Stage 2 children took part
in a number of Dementia Workshops hosted by Zoe
from our elected charity, Alzheimer’s Research UK.
The activities children took part in led to a greater
understanding and awareness of dementia and the

16

FEATURES

The Return Of The Scarecrow

The village of Alsagers Bank intends to hold a second
FUN DAY on the 7th July this year. It will be once
again held on the local sports field opposite the Sir
Richard Heathcote Primary School, The Drive,
Alsagers Bank.
The 2017 event was held in August but sadly the
weather was unkind with it raining most of the day.
Despite this, with the help from local volunteers and
an amazing response from all the visitors who gathered
to show their support, we still managed to raise £1500
for the charity C.R.Y and sufficient funds to finance
this year’s event.
This year we are hoping to make the event bigger and
better and with fingers crossed the weather will be
kind for us.
At this year’s event we will once again include a Dog
show (with prizes), a Tractor and Vintage car show,
Bouncy Castle, Children’s Assault Course, Face
Painting and not forgetting the Pony Rides with thanks
to Rockley Stables of Scot Hay.
Entertainment will be provided by Vibe Dance
Academy. There will be a large Marquee with lots of
stalls including Cakes for sale, a Beauty Product Stall,
Card Crafts, Garden Ornaments for sale and many
more.

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944
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There will be once again a visit from the large Play Bus,
with excellent entertainment for the kiddies and if you
fancy a snack or a burger our BBQ will be on hand to
provide assorted snacks.
The whole day will be overseen by your very own local
radio station ‘HITMIX RADIO’.
Audley Scouts will also be in attendance, after having
made such an excellent job of work of cleaning up after
last year’s event, they were excellent and very much
appreciated.
This year’s Scarecrow competition will be judged on
the 6th of July and it is hoped that the response is at
least as well supported as last year’s event when we had
almost 120 entries. It was amazing to drive through
the parish just to view what can be described as works
of art, just fantastic.
We are inviting any local businesses who may wish to
get involved to contact us, we would love to hear from
you.
If you wish to contact us you may find us on Facebook
at: ‘Alsagers-Bank Funday’ or contact Joan Fryer on
01782 722295 or email reagles@sky.com.
The event committee is also in great need of volunteers
both to help with promoting the event and giving help
on the day of the event.
If anyone would like to make a donation in nature of a
raffle prize it would be most welcome.
Let’s try and make this an event to remember, your
support would be most welcomed.
Joan/Phil Fryer

Book
early for all
appointments.
Nails
Gift vouchers
Eye Treatments available.
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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Fashion Show 2018
Audley Community Centre

This year was our fourth
annual village fashion show
where we were entertained by
a total of twelve local models
of varying size and ages with
each model having ten
costume changes. In total this
added up to one hundred and
twenty separate outfits
displayed and included not
only dresses, coats, trousers
and skirts as you would expect
but in addition countless
accessories, shoes, handbags,
hats, gloves and jewellery
which were all later offered for
sale at regular Attic prices so for many it was also a
good night for a bargain.
A picture tells a thousand tales from which it can be
seen that our models were enjoying their evening as
much as their audience. Thank you girls, as without
you this evening could never take place and a special
thanks to our narrator Kate Quick who ensured the
smooth running of the evening.
But not forgetting that every item worn by the girls,
and carried by them, many still with price tags
attached, had been donated to The Attic Charity Shop
by local people. The sheer quantity and quality of the

donations we regularly receive always astounds us and
we can only thank the generous folk of Audley Parish
for their continuing support.
From income received not only from this successful
evening but also from the ongoing success of the Attic
Charity Shop the committee of Audley Community
Centre have agreed to sponsor their new Friday Night
activity group called ACE as an alternative to their
Youth Drop In which closed late in 2017 following the
resignation of its leader, Adam Whitmore.
ACE will be run by a young group, with young
ideas. Their aim will be to entertain the young
generation of our district so watch out for their
advertising.
Here at the Community Centre we wish them every
success in their venture.
Should you wish to know more or get involved
contact Winnie or Duncan.
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St James
Mothers’
Union
As I write this there
are only 259 days until
Christmas! I am so
sorry to have to break
the news that time is
running out, but it will
soon be time to book
your place at the St
James’ Christmas Tree
Festival 2018.
This will be our fifth biennial festival, back by
popular request. We will be sending out invitations in
June to all village groups for which we have contact
details.
If your group has not taken part in previous years
and you would like to take part this year please contact
Dorothy Wright, on 721576 or wrightdorothy@
btinternet.com, and she will include you in the
mailing list. This year already we have had enquiries
from three new groups, and as the space is limited to
35 trees it really is a first come first served basis.
Our February and March meetings were well attended
and very informative. It was interesting to see how
many there had heard of the group Harp of Gold but
didn’t know how the group started or what its aims are.
It is so encouraging to see young local families doing
something to give back to the community. We do hope
that their work goes from strength to strength.
Keith Davies from Christian Solidarity Worldwide
spoke to us about prisoners of conscience and from
that we decided to send Easter cards on behalf of
Mothers’ Union to five of their contacts. One in

particular was to a farmer in Burma. He had been
wrongly accused of being a soldier responsible for
bombings, but because he was so brutally tortured he
was forced to make false confessions. Following this
he was sentenced to two years in prison. Just a small
gesture of a card helps him to know that he is being
supported in prayer around the world. Do check out
their website if you feel this is something you would
like to do.
In May we are delighted to have Annette Dodd speak
to us now that she is well on the way to a full recovery.
In June Barbara Lang will be visiting us from the
Salvation Army in Chesterton and in July we are
thinking yet again of Christmas as we hold our
Christmassy evening, writing cards for prisoners of
Staffordshire, eating mince pies and listening to carols.
You are welcome to join us for any or all of these
evenings starting at 7:15pm on the third Thursday of
the month, and if you do happen to have any
Christmas cards left over from last year then please
drop them off at the parish office any morning of the
week. For some prisoners this is the only card they
receive, and now as some homeless people are being
arrested for simply being on the streets it gives us
pause for thought on how desperate some of these
prisoners are.
Our meetings and work is always a mixture of fun and
thought provoking information and we love to see new
faces and are grateful for their suggestions.
Do come and join one of the biggest organisations in
the world.
Mothers’ Union always meet on the third Thursday of
every month at 7:15pm in St James church hall.
Dates for the following meetings are 21st June and
19th July.
Josie Knight

Your local tree surgery company
Reliable qualified and insured, based in Bignall End

All types of tree and hedge work undertaken
Full tree removal, tree reduction, trimming, thinning and tree stump removal.
Logs available - FREE delivery

For a no obligation quote please call Alex on 07530 415072

alfacontracts@mail.com
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THE SWAN INN After a few weeks of disruption, Linda and Paul Shaw, landlady and landlord of the Swan

Inn, Bignall End are pleased to announce the opening of their (New Beer Garden). This is the first stage of the
pubs refurbishment by owner Dorbiere, it is hoped to start on the inside of the pub very soon. Both Linda and Paul
wish to thank all their customers for their patience during the renovation. The new gardens are well worth a visit.

Operation Christmas Child

As spring turns into
summer, Christmas is
normally far from our
minds, but already I have
had a request for flat pack
shoe boxes to fill.
It is good to know that
people are thinking ahead
and spreading the cost of
filling a box over the year. I
know there are knitters
already busy with their
needles making hats and
scarves and over the
summer I know there will
be children sorting out
their stationery ready for
the new term and so will have pens, pencils and
crayons to spare.
Little items from Home Bargains and B&M soon
mount up, and before you know it you have a box full.
I have given a lot of thought to our campaign and have
decided this year not to have leaflets delivered to each
house. If you are one of our deliverers you will be
contacted, as I know that some of you have requests for
leaflets from neighbours. This of course can be
accommodated.
If anyone would like to have a few leaflets to take to
where you work or to a social group then do get in
touch and I can bring them to you. I am aiming to get
more leaflets at outlets around the village, so hopefully
no-one will be missed out. As Samaritans Purse
provides us with over 2000 leaflets a year for free, it is
such a waste if over half of them end up in the
recycling, and their resources could be better spent on
fuel for the lorries.

There will be a fund raising evening at Alessi to help
us to buy supplies, so watch this space, and I will also
still have a shoe box filling day in September, as this
was such a success last year.
I am hoping more of the schools will be involved this
year, as Sir Thomas Boughey joined us last year,
despite them having a big appeal for the Salvation
Army toy appeal, so we were very grateful for that.
If you are involved in one of the local primary
schools could I ask you to promote this, as I am often
asked by parents why their children’s school was not
included. All are invited to take part; it just depends
on other commitments made as to whether they can
join in.
As different charities come and go it is hard to get
people enthusiastic for one that has been around for so
long, but as we see on the news the atrocities in Syria,
Sudan and the Yemen, the need is ever greater for us
to reach out and bring a small ray of sunshine to a
child in a very bleak world.
The image shown top left are of two of the little
children who have benefited from last year’s appeal
and top right the scene at the sorting depot, with
parcels waiting for distribution.
Thank you for your continued support and do contact
me if you feel you can help in any way. Josie Knight
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Frozen Nuts at
Bignall End Cricket Club

It was presentation night once again on Monday 19th
March at the Bignall End Cricket Club, when the
Dangermouse Bikers came to hand over a cheque for
money raised at their February 2018 Rally held at the
club this year.
Once again the voluntary group to benefit from the
rally was to be The Midlands Air Ambulance Service.
Dangermouse Bikers are a group of motor cycle
enthusiasts who gather together on a regular basis to
enjoy a chit chat about their bikes and what is going
on in the world, but with an aim to raise funds for
needy causes and Air Ambulance is one of many
groups who are so in need of funding.
Despite a cold wet February, Dangermouse Bikers,
also known as (The Frozen Nuts) brave the elements,
hence their nickname, and camp out at the cricket club
for the weekend. They are often joined by bikers from
all around the country for the event.
This year’s fundraiser was missing that special lady,
who for so many years had made and supported the
event, the late Barbara Horne, who is so sadly missed
at the cricket club by one and all.
Alison Potts, who represented Air Ambulance at the
presentation, explained that the Midland group had
recently purchased a new H145 helicopter, call name
‘G-RMAA’ based at Cosford in Shropshire, at a cost of
7 million pounds.
The additional helicopter is now added to the H135
helicopter already owned by the group with an
additional one which is hired to fulfil the group’s
commitments.
The new helicopter was built by Airbus and will be
expected to attend at least three missions per day,
providing outstanding patient care within the
Midlands.
H145 will travel greater distances without the need
to refuel and enables the aircrew to respond even faster
due to the increased speed of the helicopter. It also has
a larger interior allowing more specialised medical
equipment to be taken to major incidents.
Air Ambulance is solely a voluntary organisation
relying on the public to donate and give support, if you

would like to help please contact the address at the end
of this report.
The picture attached shows on the left Peter
Maskrey, Bignall End Cricket Club Chairman/
Treasurer, with Alison Potts of Air Ambulance and
Paul Threadgold, Chairman of Dangermouse Bikers.
Paul presented a cheque for £600 and Peter
presented a cheque for £250 on behalf of the cricket
club to Alison.
Peter thanked the Bikers for all their hard work in
making the event at the club a success and invited
them back for many years to come.
Dangermouse Chairman Paul presented the cricket
club with two plaques in gratitude for the use of their
facilities and their support over the years.
Finally Alison thanked everyone on behalf of
Midlands Air Ambulance for the cheques which will
be used to help to finance the service and provide the
much needed emergency service we all so rely on when
accidents happen.
If you wish to help support Air Ambulance
financially, all donations would be welcomed.
The contact details for Midland Air Ambulance are:
Midland Air Ambulance Charity, Hawthorn House,
Dudley Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY6 8BQ.
Email: info@midlandsairambulance.com
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AUDLEY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL REPORT FOR ACTIVITIES IN 2017/18
Audley Rural Parish Council consists of fifteen councillors and is divided into three Parish wards.
Audley Ward

Bignall End

Halmer End

Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor
Councillor

Mr R Moody (Vice Chair)
Mrs V Pearson
Mrs C Richardson
Mr M Whitmore
Mr R Kinnersley
Mrs A Beech
Mr D Butler
Mr H Proctor (Chair)
Mr M Dolman
Rev John Taylor
Mrs A Frankish
Mr C Cooper
Mr R Garlick
Mr P Breuer
Vacancy

The Parish Council A.G.M takes place in May each year. At the 2017 meeting, Cllr B Proctor and Mr R
Moody were appointed as Chair and Vice Chair respectively for the ensuing year. On Thursday 3rd
May 2018, local council elections will be held to elect 15 Parish Councillors who will serve for four
years. The Parish Council were sorry to see Mr T Sproston retire from his position as Halmer End
Parish Councillor towards the end of 2017. Mr Sproston has been on the parish council for many
years and the Parish Council are grateful for his input.
The Parish Council were also saddened to hear of the loss of Mrs Dylis Cornes and Mr Ike Williams,
both former Parish Councillors, who served on the Parish Council. Both made a big contribution to
the Parish over numerous years in lots of ways and will be sadly missed by all.
Council Meetings
Meetings are normally held on the 3rd Thursday of each month at various locations around the Parish,
there may also be additional meetings during the year to cater for any extra volume of business.
County and Borough Council Representation
The Parish is represented at Staffordshire County Council by Cllr Ann Beech and at Newcastle Borough
Council by Cllr Bert Proctor, Cllr Avril Frankish, Cllr Ann Beech, Cllr Laura Bloor and Cllr Ian Wilkes.
The number of Borough Councillors have been reduced following the ward boundary review – details
can be found here at www.lgbce.org.uk. Borough Council Elections will take place in May 2018.
Parish Clerk
Our Parish Clerk is Mrs Clare Withington.
Planning applications
Throughout the year, the Council receives planning applications for consultation. The Council is
committed to avoiding inappropriate developments and is asked by the Planning Authority to express
its views on each application and also any comments passed to it by the residents. This they do in an
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advisory capacity only as the final decision in each case rests with the relevant Planning Authority.
Between the period of April 2017 and March 2018 – the Parish Council have commented on 94
applications. As in previous years, several of them have been called in to the Borough Council’s
Planning Committee for full deliberation of the decision, usually due to a number of objections and
where it involves developing green belt or large developments on the boundary of the Parish. The
Parish Council also commented on the consultation for the Borough’s Joint Local Plan Preferred
Options – which looks at sites suitable for development within the Parish and Borough.
Allotments
The parish has allotment sites at Audley and Halmer End with approx. 75 plots provided between
these sites; normally allotments are generally well cultivated. Audley Allotment Association manage
the day to day running of the site at Audley and continue to improve it for the benefit of the allotment
tenants. Halmer End Allotments are managed by the Parish Council. There is a waiting list of 4 at
Audley and 8 at Halmer End at the current time.
Grant Applications
Community Chest funding (through the Borough Council) has now been replaced by the Lyme Lottery.
A number of local organisations can be nominated to receive funds through this new scheme.
Other groups have received funding directly from the Parish Council to support their activities that
benefit the Parish. These include the maintenance of the Audley Millennium Green, Halmer End
Bowling Club, Minnie Pit Centenary Commemoration Group, CARA and Audley in Purple.
Notice Boards
There are eight Parish Council notice boards situated throughout the parish. These are well used and
contain the latest information in relation to the Parish council meetings plus other relevant public
sector information.
Website and publicity
A website exists to provide Parish information to the wider community. The website is updated at
regular intervals, and continues to be visited by many people. Standard information about the Parish
Council is also published in Audley Community News.
Children’s Play areas and Wildlife Areas
The Parish provides and maintains 8 play areas situated at Alsager Road Audley, Albert Street and
Bignall End Road in Bignall End, Miles Green, Halmer End, Alsagers Bank and Scot Hay. Play areas are
subject to monthly inspections and reports are considered at the parish council meetings. On-going
painting and maintenance of all the equipment is carried out as required during the year. Excessive
dog fouling on the playing fields continues to be a problem, although it has improved. Known people
seen allowing their dogs to foul or breach the Dog Control Orders will continue to be reported to the
Dog Warden who will issue fixed penalties. New play equipment was installed at Alsager Road during
the summer of 2017. This was a great success and lots of positive comments were received. Special
thanks go to the young people of the Parish who have helped to look after it. Consultation has now
been carried out with local schools to pick the new play equipment at Halmer End (Harrison Close).
This will be installed around the summer of 2018. Albert Street play area will be considered for next
year.
Annual Maintenance Programme
The Annual Maintenance programme of the parish assets continues, and the contract has been
awarded to a local contractor to provide a 3-year maintenance contract until March 2021.
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Parish Bowling Greens
The Audley Bowling Club has received Lottery funding to install new palisade fencing, following
several incidents of criminal damage. Despite the setbacks the club continues to be a success. The
membership at Halmer End Bowling Club is going from strength to strength with the continued
support from the well-established Halmer End Institute.
Public Seats and Bus Shelters
A total of 75 seats and 5 parish owned bus shelters are located around the Parish. An ongoing
maintenance programme will continue to keep these in good condition.
Leddy’s Field
Leddy’s Field is a pleasant wildlife area in the centre of Audley village for the benefit of the parish. A
third phase of tree thinning has now been carried out along with the ongoing routine maintenance.
CCTV
Due to the large amounts of ASB, Criminal Damage and Arson, the Parish Council have installed CCTV
at hotspots in the Parish, which allows the Police to track movements of known perpetrators. The
Parish Council would urge residents to report these crimes to 101 as soon as they can. Around £3,000
has been spent to repair damage caused by ASB.
Bluebell Wood, Alsagers Bank
This area continues to be monitored for any future work that is required.
Margaret’s Garden, Church Street
Mrs Pearson continues to maintain this area with the help of volunteers, and it provides a lovely
feature for the centre of the village.
Annual presentations
The Parish Council annually awards three trophies:
R.W Edwards Community Award - Open to individuals or groups that have made an important
contribution to the Parish. This year it was awarded to Sandra Ginnis on behalf of the Parish of
Audley Medieval Society (PAMS). The Chair of the Parish Council, Bert Proctor, commented that
PAMS is part of the fabric of the village and very worthy recipient of the award, which was long
overdue.
Capewell Naylor Trophy for Services to the Environment - Open to individuals or groups that
have made an important contribution environmentally to the Parish. This year it was presented
to Mike Joynson and John Harrison on behalf of the management team at the Halmer End
Institute, now a Community Interest Company (CIC). The CIC has managed significant
improvements to the land around the Institute including the Bowling Green, football field, car
parks and gardens. The Chair added that this is a great contribution to our parish and proves
what community spirit can achieve. He commended the CIC for their success and hard work.
Elsie Kelsall Young Persons Award - Open to individuals or groups that have made an important
contribution to the Parish. There is an upper age limit of 18. The Parish Council were delighted
to award the ‘Elsie Kelsall Young Persons Award’ to Miss Megan Jones at the November Parish
Council meeting. Megan is considered to be an outstanding young person who is a treasure
and a credit to the Parish not only in relation to Audley Cricket Club’s second team but also as
a musician, playing recently with the Audley Ladies Choir.
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Millennium Green Trust
Once again, a payment of £700 was authorised to the Millennium Green Trust for its on-going work.
The Trust also continues to be a victim of severe criminal damage and arson. The Trust is desperate
for additional hands to help maintain a valuable piece of open space in the heart of the Parish.
Other activities
Below is a summary of a few of the other things carried out by the Parish Council:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Christmas lights on 4 trees and 11 Christmas streetlight decorations throughout Church Street
Erection of bunting during the summer months
Action taken on overgrown hedges by highways/pavements
Organisation of Remembrance parade and maintenance/cleaning of the War memorials at
Alsagers Bank and Audley, and repair and refurbishing Alsagers Bank war memorial
Requesting action from Highways regarding the lack of maintenance of roads and pavements
in the Parish
Installation of 2 new kissing gates – Alsager Road Play area and Leddys Field

Parish Finances for 2017/18
A total income of £125,836 was received: Precept of £106,313, a reducing Newcastle Borough Council
grant of £7,569 for concurrent functions and a grant of £4,397 for the reduced council tax base. The
rest of the income is from external funding sources such as funding bids. There is approximately
£22,000 in reserves going forward (less committed spend).
A total amount of £141,171 was spent as follows:
£22,569 (16%) play area (maintenance)
£51,013 (36%) play area (investment in new equipment)
£20,922 (15%) on staff costs
£8,570 (6%) on miscellaneous including Christmas decorations, CCTV, bunting, unadopted land
£9,411 (7%) on office administration
£1,000 (1%) Chair allowance
£13,321 (9%) on VAT
£1,485 (1%) donations to community groups and other S137 activities
£853 (1%) Seats, bus shelters, notice boards and grit bins (parish)
£1,830(1%) footpaths
£9,597 (7%) on wildlife areas (maintenance)
£617 (0.4%) parish bowling greens
£10 (0.01%) Parish Allotments
The coming year (2018/19) will see an increase of £0.26p per week (based on a Band D Council Tax) to
the Precept, which will be used to provide gap funding in order to sustain the Parish bus service,
following Staffordshire County Council cuts. More information can be found on the Parish Council
website – www.audleyparishcouncil.org
As Chair I would like to thank all Parish Councillors for their support and hard work over the last
year. I would particularly like to thank Trevor Sproston, Avril Frankish and Ann Beech who for
various reason will not be continuing as Parish Councillors in the new electoral period from May
2018. I would also like to thank the many residents who have worked tirelessly in so many different
groups and organisations that add to our Parish life. My final thanks go to our Parish Clerk who
often goes beyond her time and duties to ensure that the role of the Council is fulfilled
Cllr B Proctor
19 April 2018
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BARTHOMLEY BOWLING CLUB
Barthomley is a beautiful village surrounded by
farmland, green fields and public footpaths.
Our Bowling club is located near to the White
Lion Pub, and St Bertolines Church.
We have a very friendly membership therefore
ideal for those new to Crown Green Bowling as
there is not the intense competitive element
associated with League bowling. Bowls would
be available for any players not having their
own.
The club is keen to welcome new members
into the club. Your first season would be offered
at a generous 50% off our regular subscription
fee.
Barthomley BC is a member of a Friendly
League consisting of just 9 teams playing home and
away. In 2017 we enjoyed our best season for a
number of years.
All games are played in a friendly and sociable
atmosphere; it is good if we win but not the end of the
world if we don’t. Barthomley BC also enjoys internal
competitions where everyone gets to play in at least
three games per competition.
In November we hold our Presentation Dinner
where the cup winners receive their trophies and a
great night is enjoyed by all.
We have an Annual Open Day with many activities;
the 2018 date will be announced shortly, so look out
for the posters.
As a member, apart from a match day and green
cutting, the green is available any day for you to use
and for a small fee visitors are welcome too.
Any organisation wanting to hire our green for a
friendly game of their own please contact any of the
people below. Bowls would be available for any players
not having their own.

with him to the green.
Stan is sorely missed by us all, so members voted to
purchase a memorial Trophy in his name, to be
awarded to the winners of one of our internal mixed
doubles competitions.
The Trophy was first played for during our 2017
season and the photograph shows Diane Downwood
(Stan’s Daughter) and Beryl Stubbs (Stan’s Widow)
who presented the Stan Stubbs Trophy to winners,
Philip Broadhurst and Christine Belton, seen here with
Brian Johnson - Vice Chairman
For more details please contact:
Cup Captain: Brian Johnson 01782 776366
Match Captain: Kath Eardley 01782 722723
Secretary:
Norman Lawson 01270 876447

SALON or MOBILE
Service Now Available

One of our members, Stan Stubbs, sadly passed away
August 2016. Stan had been at Barthomley for a great
number of years, he was very popular and hard
working at the club, he always brought his toolbox

Mobile service covering Audley, Alsager and Newcastle Areas
Salon service available at Ebony & Ivory
26 Ravens Lane, Bignall End, ST7 8PS
(Side Entrance of Bignall End Barbers shop)

Opening Times
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
SERVICES PROVIDED – Cuts, Cut and blow drys, Colours,
Foils, Perms, Hair Braiding, Hair Weaves and More

Call Jeanette on: 07940127805
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Eric’s Walks

Every time I drive back to Audley over Bignall Hill, I
find the view over Cheshire quite amazing, looking
towards Beeston Castle, Peckforton and Bickerton
Hills. For this issue, my walk takes in part of the
Sandstone Trail on these hills, and the highest point in
Cheshire at 746 feet above sea level.
The walk starts at the National Trust car park (free) at
Bickerton. Access to this car park is to turn into
Goldford Lane by the Parish Church just off the A534,
turning left in just under a mile after the Bickerton
Poacher and straight on at the Church.
Leave the car park by the gate and ascend to the ridge
line and the Sandstone Trail, turning left (south west).
In a few minutes we reach Maiden Castle, an Iron Age
Hill Fort, pause awhile and soak up the atmosphere,

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
an information board tells some of the story.
We leave the Sandstone Trail and follow the track
down to the road and turn left. Take care and walk on
the right, past the entrance to the car park. Just after
Goldford Farm, take the path on your right to another
road. Left and immediately right by the School. To
the next junction and left again. The first right of way
on your right takes you across a stream and to a road
opposite Bulkeley Hall, built in mid-18th Century for
Thomas Bulkeley. Left along the lane, right at the first
right of way, to a path junction, then left to the A534
and the Bickerton Poacher.
A few yards to the right, and before the Poacher, take
the right of way left up the hill, turning right at the
first fork to re-join the Sandstone Trail again. Follow
the Trail to the top of Coppermine Lane and onward
to Rawhead along the ridge, giving good views. When
I did this walk last there were some magnificent icicles
alongside the path. Follow the Trail to the A534 and
cross over (take care) and down Quarry Bank to the
Church. Just past the Church the Trail leaves the road
and ascends Bickerton Hill and the National Trust
Memorial Stone at the top. Pause awhile to read the
story before heading a bit further along the hill and
ending the walk by turning left into the Car park.
With lovely views, lots of history, and a Triangulation
Pillar to boot, a very nice walk, at 7 miles and 1230
feet of climbing.
Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook. If you fancy
a walk, why not join me and the Bignall End
Wanderers, walks are arranged on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays of the month. Details about the group
are to be found on Facebook.

Audley Christian Viewpoint Annual Report.
Jan.2017-Jan.2018.

Last year the Village Quiz was our first 2017 event,

The Cricket Club was full, the nibbles lovely and this
year the quiz proved to be one of the closest fought so
far.
11 teams took part and everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves.
It was also a good chance for folk to come and meet
our newly appointed Vicar, the Rev. Simon Tomkins
(interviewed by Mr. Brian Dodd) and to hear a little
about him and the way that he hopes to work within
the 3 parishes that he is now responsible for.
In May we joined the Methodist Church on their
Charity Saturday Community Groups together event.
Lovely to have a chance to share what we are all about
and to meet folk from so many Groups from our
villages.
In June we celebrated the Queen’s amazing reign (so
far) and held a Right Royal Afternoon Tea Party.
The tea was “delish” (and quite “posh”) then a chance

for a catch up with friends, a time to pay tribute to her
Majesty and then to take “A short walk down memory
lane” with Barbara Jones.
Towards the end of September we held a “Harvest
Hoedown”, suggested by Mark Smith and presented by
a live Celidh band called “Skimmity” and the
wonderful caller was Sylvia Fisher who did a grand
job. We all worked off some calories that night.
Lovely to see the younger folk having a great time
and Lynne Williamson shared her Christian
Viewpoint.
Currently the CV Team is made up of only 4 of us, as
we have recently lost 2 members, one moved house
and the other through ill health.
Please pray for us, join us if you feel that you’d like
to bring your help, your suggestions and invite your
friends as we do our best to share the Christian
Viewpoint in as many and varied ways as we can.
Barbara Jones.
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AUDLEY 77th SCOUT GROUP

Audley Scout Group have had a busy start to 2018,
completing a number of their badges and taking part
in community events.
The whole group took part in the Minnie Pit
memorial walk, and also we had a talk from John
Spode, whose relation, Bernard Spode, a former Scout,
was in the Minnie Pit Disaster. He was identified only
by his Scout Buckle. Bernard Spode was 14 when the
disaster struck.
Each section continues to learn about various life
skills and the importance of community. The Scouts,
due to the amount of negative press, actively engaged
in doing a litter pick to help shed some positivity and
show that we have a great place to live in.
They continue to do more traditional activities and

some of you may have seen us on various night walks
over the past few months.
Mothering Sunday was celebrated by making bath
bombs for each mum and the Cubs also laid on a meal
for their mothers to enjoy.
More recently you may have seen the Beavers and
Cubs on an Easter egg hunt that was held around the
village as well as seeing some of the Easter wreaths that
were made, hanging in pride of place on some of the
doors in the village.
Future activities include the St George’s Day parade,
the Scouts camping at Conwy, travelling there and back
on the train and a family camp at Consall where we
expect to have over 60 young people and their parents.

Invite you to
The annual Open
Air Songs of Praise
– Sunday 10th June
2018 at 3.00 pm
In the Minnie Pit
Memorial Garden – opposite to the Church
With the Rev’d Helen Hoe.
The speaker will be Rev’d Arthur Wakelin from
Tunstall
You are also warmly invited to join with us
each Sunday morning for our services at 10.00
am.
Details on our web site www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk
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POEMS AND RHYME

Conroy Magic
Conroy is through, the keeper comes out
The outcome is clear, no shadow of doubt.
The ball goes left, sometimes to the right
What happens next is a wonderful sight.
Sweetly it nestles in the back of the net
The Stoke crowd goes wild, who could forget?
Sometimes it seems the moment is gone
But no one is better when faced one on one.
A feint, a shimmy, a skip and a dance
The goalie lies muddied with never a chance.
Another goal scored it’s always the same
A sight to remember in our beautiful game.

“Off the Menu”

Pussy Cat’s mad, Pussy Cat’s wild!
Stamping his paws like some petulant child.
Squirrel is happy, Squirrel is glad,
After escaping the truma that he nearly had.
Swinging tree branches so stylisticallyWhile Pussy Cat stumps round base hysterically.
He dreamt of plump pigeons juicy and fat,
Tender young rabbits or crunchy long rat.
Perhaps sweet feathered bird or mouth watering mouse,
As Pussy Cat left garden scene going home to his house.
He’d never tasted squirrel a fact that is true,
But alas for today one thing he knew!
Squirrel was definitely; “OFF THE MENU”
Peter W. Hodgkins.

“ Song of Spring”

Play a simple song of Spring for me,
On sweet violin in gentle rhapsody.
Bright then shall be gold glistening sun,
With warmth bestowing Nature’s dreams
now begun.
Play a simple song of Spring for me,
To enchant those plants and trees that grow
to be,
Beauty and colour with abundance so strong,
That creatures and everyone can enjoyNow and all summer long.
Peter W. Hodgkins.

Front Cover Image Issue 60.
We wish to thank Duncan Richardson of
Shraley Brook Media, for providing us with
one of his excellent images from the recent
Medieval Event held in the village.
We also wish to thank Sandra Ginnis for
providing a choice of images from the same
event, to use with the article.
Many thanks Editor.

Our Irish legend deceptively fast
Defenders left standing from first to the last.
They often see coming a mop of red hair
In the blink of an eye he’s no longer there.
Recalling the past we often will dream
Of a similar player now in our city team.
Do we remember? Yes of course we do
In our red and white stripes stars are so few.
To our generation those golden years
Are often recalled when downing our beers.
And we think of his team mates many home grown
Yet TC forever is one of our own.
Thanks for the memories Terry Conroy Stoke City
Football Club 1967-1979
Derrick Bate

GARDEN BIRDS
I‘ve watched wild birds in our garden for over 40 years.
Their singing in the springtime is music to my ears.
Species songs are different and their behaviour too
And I view in fascination much of what they do.
The cock bird of the Jenny Wren will make a lovely nest.
In fact he will build quite a few. His mate will choose the best.
She will then take over adding feathers, hairs and such
To bring it to perfection, a marvellous final touch.
A Blackbird hen will build a nest and sit eggs on her own
With the cock bird never far away she isn’t left alone.
He looks out for danger. With survival on the brink
His warning cries are loud and clear, a resounding pink, pink pink.
Cheeky Sparrows live as families what ere the weather brings
Chirping in the hedgerows, they chatter more than sing.
They congregate together when each happy pair
Will seek to raise a brood or two, the work load they will share.
Each year is rather different and as events unfold
It’s good to keep a diary, new stories can be told.
Perhaps about a Robin, a Dunnock or a Thrush
Without their brilliant bird songs life would be a hush
Derrick Bate
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Views from the Vicarage:

we are born again ourselves.
Nikki and the boys join me in sending our gratitude
for all the kindness and support we’ve had from the
community over the last few weeks, and this comes
with our love and best wishes,
Simon Tomkins Vicar - for St.James’ Audley - St John’s
Alsagers Bank, St Martin’s Talke.
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Dear Friends,

I’ve been thinking a lot
recently about being
born and new life. I’m
very grateful that baby
Noah Tomkins was born
safely in the Royal Stoke
on Easter Saturday,
weighing 9lbs, 5.5ozs,
and is almost as gorgeous
as his mother. For the
record, I have even more
respect than I did before
for midwives and anyone
who has ever given birth.
But it’s made me think
how strange it is to talk
about someone being
‘born again’. Being ‘born
again’ is not a phrase to
describe a particular type
of Christian (as if some
weird people are ‘bornagain-Christians’ and others are ‘normal-Christians’),
it’s something Jesus said in the Bible about anyone
becoming a Christian. He was talking to a respectable
and religious man and said ‘You must be born again’.
It confused the man he was talking to at the time, but I
think there are at least three reasons why it’s such a
powerful picture.
First, it shows us there’s a huge change when
someone becomes a Christian. Everything changes in
an instant for a baby. All they’ve ever known is life
inside their mother, and a few moments later they’re
suddenly out in a bright, noisy, exciting new world.
Everything is different now. And the Bible says that’s
true the moment someone puts their trust in Jesus as
their Saviour and King. Things may not feel very
different, but in God’s eyes, this is a wonderful new
start. Now they have God as their loving Father, and
Jesus as the best friend imaginable. Before, the Bible
may have seemed like a lot of empty words, but now it
starts to make wonderful sense.
Second, it shows us we’re not in control. Kevin the
Teenager famously complained ‘I didn’t ask to be born.’
Babies have no ultimate say in whether or not they’re
going to be born, and the Bible says the same is true
spiritually. We like to think we’re in control of most
things (especially religious things), but the Bible says
that even trusting in Jesus is a gift from God we can’t
take credit for.
Third, it shows us that trusting Jesus is a matter of
life and death. I think one of strangest attitudes people
have towards Christianity is ‘It’s OK if it works for you.’
That can’t be right – Jesus claimed he could give people
new birth into a wonderful new life that starts now
and goes on forever, even on the other side of death. If
that’s not true, he was a terrible conman. If it is true,
then nothing is more important than making sure that


Jojo’s

Dog grooming with
the very best of care.
Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road
Halmerend
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8BH

Tel: 01782 721 735
Mob: 07900 601 160
Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£8.00
£7.50
£6.00
£5.00
£5.00
£10.00
£2.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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THE MYSTERY OF
THE AUDLEY ROCKS SOLVED.

We set up the Facebook page Audley Rocks as a fun
idea to generate positivity and community spirit
throughout Audley and surrounding areas.
It is a fun, free activity for all the family.
The idea is simple; paint some rocks and hide in the
area, ensuring Audley Rocks is written underneath. If
people find them, they post to the page and re-hide. If
you find one, then do the same.
All local areas: Audley, Bignall End, Halmer End,
Miles Green and Wood Lane have all really got
involved and we have been overwhelmed by the
response and support on the Facebook page. There are
now over 1000 members joining in and people are
posting daily about rocks they have hidden or found.
It is a real life treasure hunt in our community.
Everyone from children, families, dog walkers and
even Wilbraham House residents have been busy
painting. The talent and creativity has certainly
reached some impressive levels.
Children in the picture above are Jessica Brayford and
Lexi O’Brien. If you would like to join the fun, please
visit Audley Rocks on Facebook. By Emma Brayford,
Gemma Button and Rachel O’Brien.

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN

Seasonal Bedding Plants & Shrubs

Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399

31

FEATURES

AUDLEY PARISH FIGHTS
CANCER 2018
I am pleased to say we have arranged the dates for this
years Audley Parish Fights Cancer 2018. We are
starting on Friday September 7th and finishing with
the Gala Day on Saturday September 15th.
Last year we started with a procession from the
Audley Community Centre on the Gala Day. As this
was such a success we will be doing it again, please let
me know if you or your organisation want to take part
this time. It was a wonderful start to the day so let’s
make it even bigger this time.
This year we want to have a lot more attractions for
the children so if you have any ideas on this or any
other suggestions, please let me know, we will be
delivering flyers to everyone who contributed to last
years event shortly.
This will be the 5th year everyone has helped to raise
funds for cancer research, the total up to yet is a
fantastic £31,402.59.
Please contact me on 721069 or email petershore1@
outlook.com if you want any more information or to
help in anyway. Best Wishes
Peter Shore
ANDREW FODEN

Garden Services
Z
Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted
Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk
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HAVE YOU REGISTERED YET?
Patient Access is the online service available at your Health Centre. Patient Access is the free,
fast, simple and safe way of booking appointment and cancelling them if needed, ordering repeat
prescriptions, and looking for your test results.

HOW TO REGISTER
•
•
•

Call in to the Health Centre and collect your form and fill it in.
Take some form of Identification (sometimes you might able to         
sign up there and then)
The Health Centre will then email you with a password and
you’re ready to go (you can change the password when you log
on for the first time)

ONCE SIGNED UP YOU CAN?
Make on the day appointments. Appointments can be made from 8am and it could save you
from attending the Centre or telephoning at busy times, you can also cancel any unwanted
appointments.
Order repeat Prescriptions without the need to attend the Centre and collect your medicine
from a pharmacy of your choice.
Look at test results and other medical related information (this system will be expanded in time)

Online services are free to use and are just another way of contacting your surgery. You can still
ring them or go to your surgery in person like you do now.

SIGN UP TODAY
All you need is a Computer/Laptop/Tablet and a current email address, its so easy!!!
If you require more information just ask at the reception and they will explain how to get
started.

Audley Patient Panel & Audley Health Centre working together.
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ADVERTS

STATIC CARAVAN FOR HIRE

Towyn North Wales (Abbeyford Holiday Park)

UART’S
ST

H

O L I DAY S

Caravan Name: Cosalt Torina
Caravan Size: 35ft x 10ft wide
Max Occupancy: 6
Bedrooms: 3 + Double (Foldaway in lounge)
Pets allowed - Children allowed
Smoking only outside

Rates: From £350 per week (7 nights) low season
£420 per week (7 nights) high season
(Booking terms: £75.00 bond required)
7 Day Week - 5 Day - 3 Day Weekend - 4 Day Weekend if available
Cheap rates for late booking if empty and not booked

l Main Bedroom

l 2nd Bedroom

l 3rd Bedroom

l Fridge l Fridge Freezer l Microwave l Toaster l Iron
l Television (no Sky) l DVD player l Parking (by caravan)
Gas & Electric included - also heater in main bedroom
Everything supplied except sheets, pillow slips and towels - take your own)
Over 25’s, couples and families. No youth groups, stags/hens etc.
Local amenities: Club on site. Also five mins walk: 2 Chippies, Kebab Shop,
Bingo, Knightly’s Fun Fair, 2 other clubs and 5 minutes to beach.

For further details contact Stuart Whalley:

Tel: 07740 987238 or 01782 721973
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More Tales of Jack’s
Life as a Lad
We continue with another tale
from the life of Jack Cross,
who was born and lived in
Miles Green during the early
part of 1900.
My Chapel Memories.
We went to Sunday school at
the local Chapel and learned
religious bible readings in the
vestries there. We had to get
our tongues round Deuteronomy, and heard about
Isaac, Moses, St Paul of Damascus and their stories. At
the end of the year we received a prize of a book for
regular attendance. During the year there were usually
charity events or Sunday school treats. We had a lot of
‘bun fights’ (tea parties); they would put on
blancmanges, sweets, nuts and much more for us to
eat.
When we had our Sunday school anniversary, we
called this our Charity Sundays. On these days, first
there was the morning service in the Chapel then the
charity walk which was taken around Miles Green and
Audley, stopping for a ‘bun fight’ at the old Sunday
school, near to old Sugden’s shop. The main service
was in the afternoon, we sat in close proximity to the
choir; I sang a solo on two occasions. The service was
led by Rev Kilcross and we sang anthems composed by
Elijah Wareham and lyrics by Rev Kilross.
All the local children would be dressed in their
Sunday-best clothes for the Charity Sundays. The girls
would put their hair in wraps overnight so their long
hair was in curls for the occasion. But ever the
reminder to me of these occasions was the smell of the
girls’ perfume; (I prefer to call it scent).
I was told by my sister Pat this scent was called
‘Phulnana’ and ‘Shemilnessin’ which smelt very much
like jasmine or honeysuckle. Apparently the scent they
used was also the name of a skipping rhyme.
The skipping rope was used like a big snake on the
ground and they would commence singing this rhyme:
“Heaper-Weeper, Chimney Sweeper, had a wife and
couldn’t keep her,
Had another, didn’t love her, up the chimney he did
shove her.
What do you think they had for supper?
Rotten eggs and stinking butter!”
To finish the rhyme and game they said “Please to
turn it over”. Another skipping game or ditty was:
“Hickety pickety, I sir lickety, humper Sarah jig.
Every man that has no hair, ought to wear a wig!”
All adults were donation seekers for the Chapel funds
and this meant using lots of shoe leather. We had all
rehearsed for this occasion. On the day, the stage was
set, with us all aglow, Enoch Hancock was the stage
manager. So on with the show, with an ensemble of
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violins, cellos and on the double bass was Walter
Hughes; on fiddle was Percy Warburton and the
conductor was Elijah Wareham. The Charity Sunday
was often followed by further practising as a month
later we had a repeat performance on Flower Sunday
and the Chapel was bedecked with beautiful flowers.
The Chapel’s flower service was held in Farmer Riley’s
field.
Noticeably there was some friendly rivalry between
chapels in the area such as Halmerend Primitives and
Wesleyans and Alsager Bank’s chapel. But true to the
cause, ours was best! I would say that wouldn’t I and I
expect they thought likewise but nevertheless it was
good for the ego!
On a Chapel outing to Liverpool Cathedral, Walkers
Art Gallery, the Museum of Anatomy and Reeves Café
a pal of ours called Andy Walker was with us. I’m sure
this was a trip of a lifetime. We went up and down on
the café’s lift and I’m sure wore out the lift’s pulleys. I
distinctly remember Andy mimicking the poor old
partially crippled newspaper vendor shouting in a
Scouse accent, “Echo, Echo”. We saw the funny side
and I suppose we were young and not very
compassionate then.
I recall on a lovely summer’s day when a garden fete
was held at Farmer Thompson’s field and the proceeds
went to the Miles Green Chapel. Joe Heath and Sam
Jones sang a duet (Joe was bass and Sam – tenor)
singing “Watchman, What of the Night?” I thought it
extremely amusing and on returning home gave my
version of how they performed it.
Poor Sam had a defective eye squint and when he
came to the part “Till the morn of eternity” his eyes
seemed to be lost in his forehead and Joe’s really deep
bass voice would have frightened “the Watchman
What of the Night?”
“Watchman, What of the Night?”
Say, Watchman! What of the night?
Do the dews of the morning fall?
Have the orient skies a border of light,
Like the fringe of a fun’ral pall?
[The Watchman answers.]
“The night is fast waning on high,
And soon shall the darkness flee;
And the morn shall spread o’er the blushing sky,
And bright shall its glories be,
And bright shall its glories be.”
But, Watchman! What of the night?
When sorrow and pain are mine,
And the pleasures of life so sweet and bright,
No longer around me shine?
[The Watchman answers.]
“That night of sorrow thy soul
May surely prepare to meet,
But away shall the clouds of thy heaviness roll,
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And the morning of joy be sweet,
The morning of joy be sweet.”
But, Watchman! What of the night?
When the arrow of death is sped?
And the grave, which no glimm’ring star can light,
Shall be my sleeping bed?
[The Watchman answers.]
“That night is near, and the cheerless tomb
Shall keep thy body in store,
Till the morn of eternity rise on the gloom,
And night shall be no more,
Till the morn of eternity rise on the gloom
And night shall be no more, shall be no more!”
In my early childhood, Stoke and Audley Wakes Week
were rather special occasions. At the carnivals they
had dobby horses, side shows and boxing booths; all
this reminds me of the smell of the oil flares.
There were lots of strange happenings for instance
like the time my Uncle Ern Groom, as a youth,
purchased some ice-cream and the vendor did him out
of some change. To get his revenge he found a rope
and lashed it to the ice-cream cart’s wheel and then
tied the other end to the dobby horses, resulting in a
real mess and shock to the ice-cream vendor.
I must explain that the ice-cream cart was minus the
pony that had been left to graze at another part of the
field and the cart was supported at each corner by a
prop or post.
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Apparently, the local policeman, Bobby Dodd,
couldn’t apprehend the culprit for laughing.
Another episode witnessed by my sister, Poll and
husband, Eric was when Don McKellin, a local
plasterer who had drunk a drop too much was trying
to hit the playing cards with a dart.
A prize was given to anyone who could hit three or
more different playing cards and the stallholder was
bending over for a prize to give to a previous winner
and, in doing so, got in Don’s way of aim and with no
further ado Don jabs the stallholder in the backside.
The Woodlane Band and Audley Band used to play
for the carnivals to assist hospital funds.
As a child I ran more out of fear when I heard the
loud beating of drums prior to the marching bands
as they went past our house. I can visualise the
people in the carnival, some with blackened faces
and others dressed and looking like the Ku Klux
Klan.
There was a local branch of the Order of Foresters
which was an insurance fund for the sick, especially
for kiddies, costing a penny a week.
I can remember seeing Tom Forrester coming up
the lane on a white horse dressed in Lincoln green, a
sort of Robin Hood figure. Then there was another
group called the Oddfellows, they took us to
Trentham Gardens for the day.
More tales to come in future our issues.

CARPETS AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
GOODMAN CARPETS & FLOORING MILL CLEARANCE CARPETS
Established 30 years

Quality Carpets
At Affordable
Prices

80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpets £7.50 p.s.y
100mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
PRESENT THIS ADVERT TO RECEIVE £10 OFF
ORDERS OVER £100
Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
MON, TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10.30

- 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. OPEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2
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2018 MEDIEVAL EVENT
The Parish of Audley Medieval Society event was
held on the. 21st and 22nd April 2018.
What an amazing event this year was. Thank you
very much for all your wonderful comments.
They are very much appreciated by all our hard
working volunteers. It really is good to be
appreciated. The sun very well and truly had its
hat on during Saturday, bringing in around 1,000
people.
Our new Viking groups were very popular with
the crowds, even though one poor gent was in
danger of losing his dignity during the fighting.
Along with the Vikings, we had our medieval
surgeon and Kings Executioner, as well as a Medieval
coin strike, apothecary, and the Medieval Company of
the Blackbird. It is always nice to see the Millennium
Green used for everyone to enjoy. The Community
Centre are always very good to us and allow us free use
of the hall. Alsager Scouts again provided the food
and drinks, as we unfortunately did not have enough
volunteers to serve refreshments inside this year. New
for this year were several new Viking groups, who
travelled as far as from the Isle of Man. Also new to
the event were Simon the caricaturist, Coin Strike and
new balloon modeller. Inside, there was once again a
wide range of craft items and wonderful mead.

the necessary funds to put on the free event in April
2018. We have to raise over £5000 to put the event on
free to the public.
Many people have asked why we do not charge and
there are various reasons. We feel as a group that we
want to give something back to the community and
appreciate that times are hard for many in our villages.
So, this is an opportunity for families to have a free fun
day out and maybe learn a little about history.
Pictured above is Emmie Jade Stirling, she so loves
animals and is enjoying her donkey ride, another
fantastic day out for the kids,
For the rest of the year we will be arranging more fund
raisers including our monthly Table Top and Car boot
Sale, usually held on the first Saturday of the month,
‘Catwalk One’ fashion show on Friday 15th June, ‘Dan
Budd’ - the Robbie Williams impersonator - on Friday
7th September, Glass Fusing Workshop on Saturday
11th August and Paulette’s Christmas themed Party on
18th August. More events will be added throughout
the year.
Our regular Craft Club is still going strong at Bignall
End Cricket Club on Friday mornings from 9.00 A.M
to midday.

It was fantastic to see the villages go red and yellow
with the lead up to the event.
These are the Audley Colours and you will see these
on many of our local groups including the cricket and
football clubs.
Our small lead-up competition also went down very
well, with members of the public finding the rocks
painted like Lord Audley’s Shield. The winning
photographs will be put on our face book page.
2017/2018 has again been an eventful year for P.A.M.S.
Our members have put in a tremendous effort to raise

Audley Craft Club is a community facility for the
Parish, meeting weekly at the Bignall End Cricket
Club. We have many ladies and gentlemen who attend
each week and you are all welcome to bring any ‘craft’
project which you may be working on, with a view to
enjoying a friendly, supportive atmosphere.
We would like to thank everyone who has helped us in
anyway as without your help we could not put on this
community event and we hope to see you all again in
2019.
If you would like to join us, or have any enquiries:
Please Contact Sandra on 07782 349 524
email: parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk
Thank you for the fantastic support.
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COMMANDER TASK FORCE
345 (CTF 345)
19 JAN 1982 TO NOV 1983
We continue with the memories of his life in
the Navy by David Lovatt MBE.
Having left HMS
Minerva in
December 1981
and taken
outstanding
leave, I quite
nervously joined
Commander
Task Force 345
(Nuclear
Powered, Ballistic
Missile
Submarines) as
Communications
Watch Supervisor
on 19th January
1982 at its
Headquarters at
Eastbury Park,
Northwood - a
little South of
Watford.
The RAF had taken over Eastbury Park at the start
of the Second World War for use of the RAF Coastal
Command, building underground bunkers and
operational blocks.
In the early 1950s, the Commander-in-Chief Home
Fleet established his Command there, and in his
NATO role as Commander-in-Chief Eastern Atlantic
the base had expanded and in addition to UK Naval
Staff, a large contingent of Naval Staff from several
NATO countries were based there.
It was of course still the era of the ‘Cold War’, and at
this time it was a secret that CTF 345 was based at
Northwood. The base was immediately adjacent to a
very affluent and desirable area with private roads
containing exceptionally large detached properties
with equally large landscaped gardens.
No doubt property prices would have been severely
reduced had it been known the base was one of the
Kremlin’s top targets if war had broken out!
My first few days were spent above ground receiving
briefings and being indoctrinated into numerous code
words and systems and producing the appropriate
security passes. Eventually entering the bunker and
exchanging security passes, I required an escort for a
few days to lead me through the labyrinth of
passageways and stairs to the depths of the bunker
where an armed Royal Marine behind bullet proof
glass exchanged another set of security passes prior to
entering the Communications Centre of CTF 345.
The HQ was a hive of activity with teleprinters
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chattering away, for the centre not only provided
constant communications for the on patrol Polaris
Ballistic Missile Submarine (one of HM Submarines,
Resolution, Repulse, Renown and Revenge), but also
for the 27 Hunter-Killer submarines of CTF 311.
Procedures for Communications with Submarines
are organised completely differently than with the
surface Fleet. The Polaris submarine is ordered to
remain submerged, undetected, in radio silence and at
immediate readiness to fire its ballistic missiles
throughout its 3 month patrol. The Polaris submarine
or ‘Bomber’ as it was nicknamed received its messages
via highly powerful Very Low Frequency (VLF)
transmitters.
Large areas are required for the aerial, however, the
properties of VLF transmissions see it hug to the
curvature of the earth and penetrate the oceans, so
that the ‘bomber’ does not have to surface to receive
messages. The one drawback was that transmission
speeds were extremely low - 50 words per minute.
CTF 311 submarines received their messages via
schedules, which were repeated at prearranged times
to enable them to be received when the operational
situation allowed.
To acquaint myself with the new procedures and
routines, I worked with other shifts for 2 weeks and
had to witness several dummy Polaris ‘Firing Chain’
evolutions, whereby a practice of the full procedure to
initiate a missile firing was carried out using exercise
authenticators and anti-jamming measures. Onboard
the submarine missile firing procedures were also
carried out, and at the end of the patrol, records
compared to ensure the procedure was correctly
carried out.
I took over ‘Charlie’ watch, a mixture of Womens
Royal Naval Service (WRNS), who still served solely
ashore, submariners and surface Fleet sailors.
Although the WRNS were the backbone of shore
based communications, at the time it was considered
too stressful and demanding for a WRN to be the
Polaris Broadcast operator. We worked 12 hour shifts,
changing at 0700 and 1900. Two night shifts, followed
by 2 day shifts, then 4 days off. In the winter we never
saw daylight when on shift.
I don’t think any of us were concerned or worried
that one day we might have to transmit the firing
signal for real. It all appeared as a game, and we were
trying to out manoeuvre the Soviets.
With everything being carried out manually, we
were more concerned with sending signals accurately
and on time.
Every part of the submarines patrol was noted
onboard and a post mission report highlighted even
minor errors, which resulted in repercussions for the
Watch Supervisor and individual operator.
Whilst the Soviets kept an eye on our operations,
the Royal Navy collated intelligence on their Fleet.
Concerns over the build up of Soviet Submarine Fleet,
led to a number of Top Secret missions deep into
Russian waters by our submarines to photograph and
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record the noise emitted by the cavitation of Soviet
submarine propellers, and whilst most covert
operations were successfully conducted, on a few
occasions our submarines were detected, hunted, and
suffered damage - which conjure up images from the
film ‘Hunt for Red October’ starring Sean Connery.
Submarines on these missions had their own dedicated
broadcast, with just a few dedicated operators who had
been specially briefed for the mission.
Whilst I became fully conversant with all the duties
and operations ran smoothly, a new system purchased
from the United States was installed and trialled. It
was called RNSSIXS (Royal Navy Submarine Satellite
Information Exchange System). Around 10 personnel
had been over to America to train and it was
envisaged, that if successful it would be slowly
introduced into the Fleet. It wasn’t realised what a
game changer this system would be in a few months
time.
The new system was trialled in conjunction with the
conventional system. The submarine could opt to
receive a broadcast - their own and other submarines
signals at a dedicated time in a micro-second without
transmitting, or interrogate a dedicated mailbox by
entering a PIN, which enabled our HQ to know the
time the messages were received and the position of
the submarine.
The new system proved to be super-fast, secure and
totally reliable.
The events of 2nd of April 1982, changed the HQ from
a busy hive of activity, into a non-stop frenzy of
activity, juggling several high priority operations, with
a myriad of signals at the same time, which left me
unable to sleep after coming off watch, as I ran over all
the required actions and if they’d been carried out
correctly in my mind.
It was of course the Argentinian invasion of the
Falkland Islands. The whole operation was conducted
from the Northwood bunker. The Prime Minister,
Margaret Thatcher, plus advisers would arrive each
evening for a briefing by the Chiefs of Staff.
Subsequently operational decisions were made and a
flurry of messages were forwarded to our cell for
transmission.
Some operations were cancelled as new intelligence
was received, others amended, and new ones
instigated, which kept everyone constantly working flat
out.
For the general public, the ‘face’ of the war was the
dour faced, restrained emotions of Ian Mcdonald from
the Ministry of Defence. Whether announcing on
special TV bulletins the loss of a warship, or a great
victory he remained controlled and stone faced. He
was however, at times conducting a propaganda war, to
restrain the Argentinians.
When announcing a submarine was in Falkland
waters - it was in fact several days away and the
deception kept their Fleet at bay.
There were concerns, that the VLF transmissions
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would fade and reception would be poor in the South
Atlantic, so a relay to Australia was arranged and the
signal retransmitted from there. In addition, another
piece of good fortune occurred, one of the first
military satellites which had been ‘lost’ and out of
control for several years, suddenly appeared over the
South Atlantic.
More RNSSIXS modules, which had proved to be
fast and reliable were acquired and fitted, enabling
hundreds of signals to be expeditiously transmitted
from our small operating cell, which included the
landing of Special Forces from submarines to conduct
covert operations, and the signal to sink the pride of
the Argentinian Fleet - General Belgrano, which
subsequently kept the remainder of the Argentinian
Navy in port permanently.
Whilst a large focus was operational support for the
Falklands war, the focus on maintaining constant one
way communications to the on patrol Polaris
submarine and National Nuclear Deterrent never
diminished - everyone just worked harder.
Of course, I’d had the good fortune to serve ashore.
Many friends had been fighting a war, whilst coping
with the severe weather of the South Atlantic. The
years of peace, and so called improvements in living
standards on warships and in our uniforms exposed
vulnerabilities when hit by missiles and led to many
injuries and deaths.
Canvas hammocks had been replaced with foam
mattresses which burnt ferociously and gave off toxic
fumes. Electric cabling was not fire resistant, and
thick cotton drill shirts and trousers had been replaced
by easy care nylon which melted onto skin. By mid
June the Falklands war was won and slowly routines
returned to the normal operational tempo. Overall,
personnel and equipment used by our HQ had
performed beyond expectations and played a
significant part in our success.
12 months later, I was still Watch Supervisor, enjoying
a 4 day break, concentrating on making the most of
some good UK weather and not being deep
underground.
Unknown to me, Staff were trying to contact me
with some news that I was oblivious to. The annual
Promotion Board had sat. In the normal career cycle
it would be several years before I would be considered
for promotion.
However, I was astounded to hear I had been
selected for early promotion to Chief Radio
Supervisor. On reflection, positive factors included
being top of my Supervisors course, staying longer
onboard HMS Minerva and making a success of a
protracted Persian Gulf deployment, and handling the
stress, exceptional workload at CTF 345.
On return to work I contacted my Appointer, I was
to return to our Signal School, HMS Mercury in
November 1983 to take up the post of Chief Technical
Instructor!
David Lovatt
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NEWS RELEASE 2018
CHARITY SHOWCASE
Are you aware of the wide range of voluntary and
community activity that takes place in Newcastleunder-Lyme? Would you like to find out more, maybe
get involved and offer support?
Support Staffordshire is inviting voluntary and
community groups, and those with an interest in the
voluntary sector, from across Newcastle-under-Lyme
to take part in a networking event at St George’s
Centre, Cherry Orchard, Newcastle, ST5 2UB from
5pm to 7pm on Monday 11th June 2018.
The aim of the event is for local groups to showcase
what they do.
For the groups taking part it is an opportunity to
network with other voluntary and community groups
in Newcastle-under-Lyme and the wider North
Staffordshire and also to talk to advisors from Support
Staffordshire and the Staffordshire Council for
Voluntary Youth Services (SCVYS) who can help with
all aspects of running an organisation including
funding.
For the general public and organisations like the
Rotary and Round Table, it is chance to make contact
with local charities and to find out about local causes
they can support.
This networking event is one of the quarterly voluntary
sector meetings that take place under the name of
Newcastle-under-Lyme VCSE Locality Forum.
These are held to provide an opportunity for local
voluntary and community groups to find out about key
current issues and planned initiatives, generally by
health or other public sector bodies such as
Staffordshire County Council, that are relevant to the
sector, to provide feedback on these, and to network
and share good practice with other voluntary groups.
As Support Staffordshire’s Jill Norman explains:
“We are holding this meeting in the early evening as
we are particularly keen to attract those voluntary and
community groups run by volunteers who perhaps
work during the day and cannot normally take part in
our day time meetings.
It’s an opportunity to highlight what your group is
doing and find out about others in the local area. It’s a
chance to share ideas and explore working together. It
is also a chance to find new volunteers and new
funding.”
This year, for the first time, it will also host the
presentation of the Newcastle Volunteer of the Year
Award.

For further information and to book a place at the
11th June networking event please email Natalie
Shields, the Support Staffordshire Newcastle Locality
Officer at natalie.shields@supportstaffordshire.org.uk
or you can phone her on 07507 643187
For more information about Support Staffordshire
please look on our website www.supportstaffordshire.
org.uk or visit one of our Newcastle drop in sessions,
currently held:
Every Wednesday – 2pm to 5pm – Talke Library
Every Thursday - 10am to 12pm - Newcastle Library
Or call 0300 777 1207 or follow @supportstaffs for the
latest updates.
Notes
For enquiries and pictures relating to this news release
please contact:
Name: Jill Norman
Job title: North Staffordshire Operations Manager
Phone: 01538 381356
Email: jill.norman@supportstaffordshire.org.uk
Support Staffordshire is the countywide service for
voluntary, community and social enterprise
organisations across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent
With local branches across the county and over 700
members, we are the largest independent voice for the
community and voluntary sector in Staffordshire
helping organisations to:
Develop and grow
Find and support volunteers
Secure sustainable income
Train staff and volunteers
Support Staffordshire
Bank House
20 Edward Street
Leek
Staffordshire
ST13 5DS
Tel
01538381356,
email
staffordshiremoorlands@supportstaffordshire.org.uk
www.supportstaffordshire.org.uk
@supportstaffs
@suppstaffsmoor
Support Staffordshire is a company limited by
guarantee no: 8967045 and a registered charity no.
1161077 with a registered office at Mansell House, 22
Bore Street, Lichfield, Staffordshire WS13 6LL
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AUDLEY WI REPORT

As I write this report all the spring flowers are
blooming in my garden and it is like summer,
the hottest April day in many years, I just hope
this isn’t our summer.
Did you all see the article in the Sentinel
about a police dog named Razor who is retiring
from the force with his handler P.C. Julie
Hargraves.
If you can recall in one of our reports
published in the magazine they both came and
visited the Audley W.I and Julie talked about
what Razors work life had entailed. We also
witnessed how loud Razors bark was and Julie
commented that criminals heard Razor before
he was seen which was usually enough to stop
them in their tracks.
Julia commented to say both Razor and herself were
now looking forward to retiring, enjoying long walks,
with Razor then claiming his place on the hearth rug
in front of the fire and you wouldn’t try to move him,
would you?
Sadly in the past few months three of our former
older members have passed away. Sonia Goodwin a
passionate teacher in patchwork, Carrie Taylor who
loved all kinds of craft and homemaking, and Bessie
Mayer, teacher, cake decorator, programme arranger.
All of whom were strong women, committed to the
W.I. and all it stands for. They were all committee
members at times and Sonia was a past president.
Friends and family have enjoyed looking through
our scrapbooks, seeing Connie dressed as a baby on a
float at the village fete. They have all been sadly
missed as they all suffered ill health which prevented
them attending our meetings, but they had always
supported us. Rest in peace.
In February ‘Hen Johnson’ visited us with a talk called
‘Miss Pitchey Patchey’. Hen arrived dressed in a
1940s outfit which had belonged to her grandmother,
even her hair was styled in a net below her hat.
We were intrigued to learn how ladies coped during
the war years, when trying to maintain looking smart
with limited resources, a memorable evening we all
had.
Kevin Reynolds visited our group in March with his
interesting talk about ‘Dragon Flies’, we learned the
difference between those and damsel flies. So now
when we now walk near water we can identify them
and know the struggle they have had to overcome to
become such beautiful creatures.
At the end of April we visited Keele W.I for our
group meeting, the theme was the ‘1950s’ which we
can all remember.
Bill Durose was the speaker, he also sang 1950s
songs and recalled everything to do with that era.
These included the music, T.V, school days, listening
to radio Luxembourg under the bedclothes with your
little transistor radio, having to constantly be

twiddling the knob to search for the signal frequency.
This was a brilliant memorable, funny, nostalgic
evening of entertainment,
one I won’t forget for
sometime. The icing on
the cake, so to speak, was
our member Ann Barlow
pictured, who won 1st
prize for four cupcakes
decorated with the
‘coronation’ in mind.
They were unbelievable.
Also in April our speaker
was a representative from
the ‘Blood Bikers’. We
never realised that the
bikers that deliver the
blood to the hospitals in
emergencies are run by
volunteers and that they
depend on donations for bikes, insurance and running
costs. They do an amazing job of work for all
communities, we also found out that they deliver
breast milk and numerous other items required in
emergencies for the hospitals, another group of unsung
heroes, where would we be without them?
On Saturday the 28th of April we attended Audley Day
at the Audley Methodist Church Bignall End, where we
had a promotional stall together with another 22 local
organisations. These events give the opportunity for all
local volunteer groups to meet each other, exchange
views and meet the people of the community.
Attached is a group picture of members of our group
in attendance top of page left to right, Ann Barlow,
Isobel Maddock, Anne Marsden, Glenis Simpson and
Doreen Johnson.
We have our A.G.M in May and our Birthday Party
in June then in July we have Sheila Moulton talking
about ‘The Art of Tintinnabulation’.
So if you fancy paying us a visit, come for a cuppa and
a piece of cake on the fourth Thursday of the month in
the Audley Pensioners Hall at 7.15pm.
Contact details: Anne 721957 or Glenis 722009.
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HORSLEYS

Potteries Building
Supplies

H o rt i c u lt u r a l & D o m e s t i c H a r D w a r e

frEE LoCAL dELivEry

frEE LoCAL dELivEry

EvErything
you nEEd undEr
onE roof
G PLANTS
SEASONAL BEDDIN
BULBS AND SEEDS
L
S FOR AL
GARDENING NEED

DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES
SAND | CEmENT | PLASTER
WOOD | GLASS | PAINT
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ADVERTS

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS BETTER
SCREENED TOPSOIL CHEAPER
BARK CHIPPINGS
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

LOGS,
COAL &
STICKS
FOR SALE

GARDEN TOOLS
BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS
hORSE & DOG FEED
63 cHurcH street, auDley. tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk
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07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service
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We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

ED
SE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227
Brochures & Samples available
84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

BLE
TES AVAILA
T
E
R
A
IG
C
IC
ELECTRON
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk
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