
ISSUE: 53 SEp 2016                  Your local Newsletter to service the needs of the people from the parish of Audley.

Audley
community news 2016

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk    Web: www.audleycommunitynews.co.uk EDITOR: E Moulton 



2 AuDlEy COMMunITy nEWsadverts

Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End - linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’  
tues ‘HaPPY HOUrs’ £2.20 per pint               

5pm-8pm. 
draught & Cask Beers

 

Oakhams Academy of Excellence

BINGO! tue & sunday afternoon 1-3pm

visit the website to read Emma’s story
slimmingworld.co.uk

0344 897 8000

live happy!
with

Slimming World
TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tel: Clare 07808 192011

++
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FeatUres

Our 2015/16 season has come to an end and we are 
already planning for the next season.  Traditionally 
most theatres close during the summer months to give 
all the members a well earned rest, but we at Audley 
continue to work and carry out repairs on our building 
and use the summer months to plan for the following 
season.

However let me enlighten you all on how our season 
ended. 

Our last senior play was ‘Outside Edge’ which was 
staged in May.  Bryan Williams was the director.  It 
was a very popular choice and audiences loved the 
cricket theme of the play, possibly because there are so 
many cricket lovers and cricket clubs within this area.

It was also a film and a popular TV series so our 
audiences knew what to expect.  Following that, the 
youth group pictured above staged their musical play 
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ which was staged at the 
end of June.

Wendy Brough was the director.  The whole cast 
made us very proud as the script was challenging; 
however they rose to that challenge and gave our 
audiences a wonderful evening of comedy, singing and  
dancing.

Our new youth members really enjoyed 
their roles and are eager to be a part of the 
next pantomime, see pictured opposite left. 
We finished the season with the annual 

awards evening of the North Staffs Drama Association.
This year we had two nominations and I am thrilled 

to announce that we were joint winners with 
Macclesfield Amateur Dramatic Society for ‘Blithe 
Spirit’ in the ‘Most Adventurous Approach to Theatre’ 
award.  It was the moving and flying props that swung 
it for us.  We were thrilled to receive this trophy as the 
competition was strong.  The trophy will be on show at 
the theatre. 

So that ended our busy season.  The next one I hear 
you say?  Well we are close to finalising the next panto 
and we have already started rehearsals for the October/
November production.  It is to be a hilarious comedy 
in which everything that can go wrong when 
producing a play does goes wrong.  I won’t give any 
more away as the title and dates will be confirmed on 
our Facebook page, website and in our members 
newsletter.  If you would like to be first to receive our 
news and advance ticket sales, then why not become a 
member when you next come to our little theatre?

On behalf of the theatre I hope those of you who 
visited us this last season enjoyed our performances 
and I hope you will enjoy what we are planning for the 
next.                              Yvonne Johnson

Audley Theatre News

Welcome to issue 53 of the Audley 
Community News.

We at the magazine continue to 
try to bring as much up-to-date 
information and news from our 
parish as possible for your reading 
and with your help we could bring 
so much more.

Please contact the editor with 
your news and events and we will 
do our best to publish them.

If, when reading our magazine, 
you think we could do more or we 
could bring different items of 
interest to our readers, why not 
drop me a line.

This magazine is printed for the 
benefit of all the people from our 

parish.
Since our last issue the parish has 

continued to flourish with 
numerous events, some of which 
you will find reports inside this 
issue.

The overshadowing news these 
past few weeks has been the new 
recycling system by our Borough 
Council and fingers crossed the 
mountains of rubbish that have 
formed around our properties may 
have now been removed.  Some 
households have been waiting 7 
weeks to have their refuse collected.  

Please enjoy your read and your 
feedback would be most welcome.  

               Ernie Moulton Editor.
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This is my second contribution to the magazine, 
and my intention is to give a brief résumé of some 
of our meetings since the last newsletter.

At our 13th of April’s meeting, one of our own, 
Phil Edwards spoke about things that happened 
on this day in earlier years and he came up with a 
number of interesting, but not particularly useful 
facts, some of which are detailed below.

1796 - The first elephant arrived in the USA.
1912 – The Royal Flying Corps was formed, later 
to become the RAF.
1960 – The first successful navigation satellite was 
launched; later to be superseded by GPS as we 
know it.
1976 – The longest ping pong contest took place, 
taking 101 hours.
And finally in 1970 John Swigert Jr. (Not James 
Lovell as depicted in the film) said those often 
misquoted words “Houston, we have a problem”.

Phil then went on in detail to describe how the 
Apollo team managed to make their way home.

On the 20th Rob Holland spoke to the club 
about his great uncle Dave, who was prominent in 
the rugby world.  He played in 9 matches for 
Gloucester from 1906 and made such a good 
impression that for the next 3 years he was a 
regular member of the team.  In the 1909/10 
season he was in the team that beat Yorkshire by 
23 points to nil, and went on to win 6 out of the 
next 7 games.  

He was described in the book ‘England Rugby’ 
‘as fast as England has ever possessed’  He played 
for Devon County then went on to tour Australia.

On the 27th our speaker was another of our 
own, Roy Hibbet, whose friend’s father was a 
prisoner of war in Singapore during the Second 
World War.  He spoke of his journey, based on 
diaries that were in possession of his son.  

Roy read extracts from the diary which were 

very moving.
At our May 11th meeting we invited speakers 

from both sides of the EU referendum debate to 
state their case and take questions from club 
members and their guests.  It was a lively evening 
with topics raised ranging from whether Brexit 
would cause a recession in the UK, the pros and 
cons of an EU army, and whether EU bureaucracy 
was good or bad for business.

The club would like to thank Prof John Vogler 
from Keele University and local resident and 
political figure David Nixon for giving of their 
time to speak to the club.

The 25th saw Dr Stewart Christie give a talk on 
3D printing or ‘Additive Manufacturing’ as it is 
technically known.  He brought some samples 
with him that had been manufactured using this 
process and the detail on them was amazing.  One 
of the samples was a new hip bone.

Interesting talk on 1st June from Geoff Mackey 
on Urban Myths, things such as:-
Vitamin C will help prevent colds - False
Buses very often come in threes - True
Always wait for an hour after eating before 
swimming - False
Too much sugar makes you hyperactive - False
And many more - a very entertaining presentation.

Good talk on 8th June from Katie Weatherington, 
supported by Emma Beeston Harrison and Maz 
Horne, talking about their local charity, ‘Harp of 
Gold’.  This charity was formed when local man 
Steve Harp, himself a charity worker and an 
incredibly fit young man, had a series of big heart 
attacks, which resulted in him being seriously 
brain damaged.  His friends from school rallied 
round to fund-raise to assist with looking after 
him and to help his young family cope with life.  
More information can be found on their Facebook 
page ‘Harp of Gold’. 

A special meeting was held on 1st July at Bellini’s 
Italian restaurant in Newcastle at which last year’s 
President, Ian Smith, who can be seen in the 
photograph top left congratulating Roan Hatfield 
on becoming this year’s incoming president.  

I did not attend myself as I was on holiday, but 
all reports said that the venue and food were 
excellent.

The 6th July meeting was the first proper 
meeting with Roan Hatfield as this year’s new 
president.  Our speaker was the granddaughter of 
our own Philip Pickering, Rebecca Gibson, who 
spoke of her journey to be a paramedic on 
emergency ambulances.  A very informative talk 
well presented.  Philip and Barbara must be very 
proud of her.

To learn more about Rotary visit our website 
(Googling Audley Rotary is probably the easiest 
way).  Contact us via our Facebook and Twitter 
accounts. Or e-mail us at audleyrotary@gmail.com

                         Ian Knight

Rotary Club Of Audley
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Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  The Cobbles  36/38 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

The Perfect Fit

Images for illustration purposes only.

CARPeTS AT wARehouSe PRICeS
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years

80/20 Wool twists British made 
rrp £15.99 p.s.y - our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back stain resistant carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y

100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

present tHis advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote street,  chesterton, newcastle under lyme Tel: 01782 562245

mon, tues, Wed, fri, sat 10.30  - 5.30. tHurs 10.30 - 4. open sunday 10.30 - 2

What A Load Of Rubbish
What a disastrous start the whole of the parish 
experienced when on the 1st of July, the Borough 
Council with all its expertise introduced its NEW 
RECYCLING SYSTEM.

Despite all the promises of collection, our parish 
households were left with dumped rubbish for weeks.
It was reported that food waste at some residents were 
left out for more than 6 weeks to mature with maggots 
and goodness knows what vermin giving it a visit.

This must have been a total embarrassment to the 
Borough Council, its councillors and their waste 
planners.  The whole system was underestimated by 
people who were paid to provide our households with 
a service.  Was it a penny-pinching exercise which was 
botched up?  Who knows because we all know we 
won’t be told.  The Audley Community Facebook Page 
was on melt down with complaints of households not 
knowing what to do.

Why on earth were our residents not kept informed?
Despite numerous residents sending emails, tweets 
and phone calls of complaints many never even had a 
reply.  The ones who did receive some kind of answer 
were told, we don’t know when the rubbish will be 
collected, or it may be tomorrow or even next week.  

They were advised to put their waste out each 
morning at 6am and if it was not collected put it back 
at 6pm.  Can you imagine that happening for 2 to 3 
weeks?  No chance was the normal answer.  Shame on 
the Borough Council and all its promises, they should 
hang their heads.

After almost 4 weeks of suffering, our parish was 
informed of a visit from a council official.  Jane 
Finnemore was to meet residents to hear complaints at 
the Durber Close Community Centre on Tuesday the 
26th of July between 9am and 9.30am.  Did she arrive? 
The answer was NO.  Is that a way a council official 

should treat our community, I will leave that for you to 
ponder on.
Finally on the 26th of July we were told to expect extra 
vehicles and 7 extra staff to clear the back log.  Well 
best keep the vehicles and extra men they will need 
them.  I expect we as residents of the Borough will be 
picking up the tab for the extra vehicles and men, 
maybe best remember all this at the next elections.

Why on earth we need all these boxes is beyond me, 
why not give us one extra bin for all recycle items, job 
done.  
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You may be aware that Audley 
Library along with other 
Staffordshire Libraries were given 
the opportunity to become a 
volunteer led community library.

This is now happening and over 
the last few months a team of 
around twenty volunteers with a 
vast range of experience and 
knowledge have joined together in 
order to keep your library open.

The volunteer team have 
individually been shadowing staff 
from Newcastle library in order to 
become conversant with the general 
operation of the library and we are 
grateful to them for their patience and knowledge 
during this period of change.  We must also thank 
Matthew Howard from the Staffordshire Library 
service, whose job it has been to help us through this 
transitional period.

A steering group has also been formed from the 
volunteers in order to oversee the general running of 
the library and to plan for the future.  The opening 
times are the same at the moment, although we may 
decide to extend them in the future.

If anyone is interested in becoming a volunteer, 
contact the library on 01782 720527 for more 

information on the various volunteer roles.  It is not 
only front of desk where we need help but we also 
would appreciate help such as keeping the library tidy 
and shelving books when they are returned.

We will also be looking at other ways that this 
important facility can be used, so if you have any ideas, 
please let us know.  

We will, through Audley News, be keeping you 
informed of developments but it is most important 
that you continue to use the library and if you are not a 
member please consider joining.

Pictured above some of the volunteers from the 
library.

Audley Library 
- New Beginnings

Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local 
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by 
keeping in close and regular contact with its electorate 
and provides a focus for voluntary organisations in the 
area.  
Our Council comprises of three wards: Audley, Bignall 
End and Halmer End which are represented by a total 
of 15 councillors, who volunteer their time:
Revd J Taylor (Chair) - Mr C C Cooper (Vice Chair) 
Mr T Sproston - Mrs V Pearson - Mr H Proctor - 
Mrs A Beech - Mr M Dolman - Mr P Breuer -  
Mr R Moody - Mr R Kinnersley - Mr M Whitmore 
- Mrs C Richardson - Mr D Butler - Mrs A Frankish 
- Mr R Garlick
MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what has been achieved 
over the last year or so can be obtained from the 
Annual Report 2015/16 or by looking through the 
minutes from every meeting on the Parish Council’s 
website.  

You can visit our website at anytime:                   
http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 
noticeboards across the Parish for more info, agendas 
and minutes.

You can contact Mrs C Withington, Parish Clerk as 
follows:
Phone:  07901 692414      
Email:   audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
Post:      The Croft, Barthomley Road,  
                Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you 
need to let us know if you have any issues or concerns 
relating to the Parish.  Members of the public are 
welcome to attend any meeting of the Council. 

We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month at 7pm, at venues located around the Parish 
– please see the noticeboards and the website for the 
exact details.  
Residents are able to address the council during the 
public participation session.  

Parish Council Public surgeries on a 1-2-1 basis with 
a Parish Councillor will now be held at *6.30pm to 
*7pm, finishing just prior to the start of every Council 
meeting (*subject to change – please check the latest 
agenda).  

Additionally there are now Police/Parish liaison 
surgeries available on the THIRD Wednesday of every 
month from 9.00am at Audley Community Centre, 
Castle Hill:

visit  http://www.staffordshire.police.uk/local_
policing/newcastle/audley/ for more information

Audley Parish Council
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SpINNINg
CLASSES

profESSIoNAL 
NUtrItIoNAL 

ADVICE

CIrCUIt 
trAININg

pErSoNAL 
trAININg

KorE fItNESS, StoNEwALL INDUStrIAL EStAtE, SILVErDALE
www.KorEfItNESS.Co.UK   KorEfItNESS

  KArL - 07947566670  or  BEN - 07881205684

 

Most makes of stoves are now available.

nEW OPEnIng hOuRs

10am - 2.00pm  Saturdays only.

Appointments can be made for any day including Sundays.

Contact Richard 07432 091 699

ThE sTOvE EMPORIuM lTD.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk

22nd to Saturday 24th September.
The Festival opens with a piano recital featuring 
Japanese virtuoso Maki Sekiya who was hailed as a 
child prodigy and attended the Purcell School of Music 
from the age of 11 before going on to study at the 
Moscow State Conservatoire.
Also appearing at the Festival will be Apollo5 the 
associate group of Voces8 (who appeared with our 
choir at the Victoria Hall, Hanley, last April).  Apollo5 
will be presenting a concert entitled – ‘With a Song in 
My Heart’ on Friday 23rd September at 7:30pm in St 
Thomas’s Church.

They will also present a fun vocal workshop for 
adults on Saturday 24th September from 10:00am until 
noon.  Do book early, no experience is necessary, 
existing choristers very welcome.

Come on, “give it a go” and have some fun!  
Full details about the Festival including ticket 
availability can be found at: www.penkhullfestival.com

We also remind interested gentlemen out there, that 
we (Audley Male Voice Choir) rehearse on Thursday 
evenings at 7:30pm – 9:30pm in Audley Methodist 
Church Hall (ST7 8QF).

“YOU WILL BE MADE VERY WELCOME”!
                 -‘Tenor Clef ’ (A Chorister)

Audley Male Voice Choir Notes 
Registered Charity No 514488

The choir performed two concerts recently, the first at 
Wolstanton Methodist Church on the 18th of June and 
the second at The Festival Centre, Market Drayton on 
the 25th of June.  Both were very well received by their 
respective audiences and thoroughly enjoyed by the 
Choir. 

At Wolstanton, choir soloists Clive Barks and Doug 
Parker ably supplemented the choir’s programme with 
excellent solo performances and with Ian Riddle 
providing solo piano offerings in his own inimitable 
style.

At Market Drayton, Mandy Hallam (Choir M.D. 
Sue’s daughter) gave a brilliant display of violin playing 
supported by Ian Riddle on the piano.  Additional 
solos by Clive Barks and Ian Riddle were also received 
by the very appreciative audience. 
Financially, they were both very successful events with 
a combined total of well over a thousand pounds being 
raised for Wolstanton Methodist Church and the 
Friends of St Mary’s Church in Mucklestone.
Concerts and events play a very important part of our 
choir life and we are looking forward to possibly 
meeting with some of you readers at our forthcoming 
concerts:
Holy Trinity Church Llandudno – Sunday 21st 
August Thistley Hough School - Remembrance Day 
Concert - Saturday 10th November 

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you 
of Penkhull Festival held at St Thomas’s Church 
Penkhull and Penkhull Village Hall from Thursday 

Front Cover Image
One of Tom’s taste topics.

We once again our in debited to Tom Dunn for the 
front cover image.  The photograph was taken during 
one of his days out with his camera, of a Canada Goose 
relaxing on Madeley Pool. 
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Lara makes the England Team.
Bignall End’s Lara Dale last 

year was selected to represent 
Great Britain for the first time 
shooting Olympic Skeet as part 
of the GB shooting team.  She 
travelled to Germany, Slovenia 
and Italy and competed in The 
Junior World Cup, The 
European Championships and 
The World Championship.

Already in 2016 she has yet 
again shot the qualifying score 
of 3 GB and England team 
selection shoots held in 

Yorkshire, Doveridge and South Wales and in doing so 
has been selected for GB in The Junior World Cup in 
Germany, The European Championships in Lonato, 
Italy and The Junior Worlds in Porpetto, Italy this year.

Her first competition of the year was in Yorkshire, 
the GB and England selection.  She finished 1st Junior 
Lady, 2nd in Senior Ladies and took the bronze medal 
in The UK championships.  In South Wales she again 
finished 1st Junior Lady and bronze in the Senior 
Ladies.  

At Doveridge, which was the final England team 
selection shoot, Lara won the competition, Ist Junior 
Lady and 1st overall in Ladies.

This was a fantastic result for Lara and means that 
she has qualified for The England Olympic Skeet Team 
and will be shooting The Home Internationals in 
Ireland in August.  This will be her first Cap for 
England!  The England Team consists of 17 members.  
Only 2 places are available for Ladies, so this is indeed 
a great achievement for Lara who is still only 18 years 
of age.

Her mum Debra said “Lara is so dedicated to her 
training and shooting, she would shoot every day if 
she could!  We are immensely proud of her, she works 
so hard.  It was a great achievement when she first got 

her County Badge to shoot for Staffordshire but to be 
part of The GB Team and now to get her England 
Badge is fantastic.”
It was a double celebration for Lara when on the 20th 
June she was presented with The Roy Gilbert Trophy 
which is awarded each year to a local sports person for 
exceptional achievements in their field of sport.  

The Roy Gilbert Trophy was first presented in 2008 
in memory of Roy who 
for over 50 years had 
been a player of both 
football and cricket for a 
number of our local 
parish sporting clubs.

On Roy’s retirement 
as a player he continued 
to be a major influence 
in helping to run and 
promote sports 
throughout our parish.

Pictured are Lara and 
Wayne Smith who is 
representing Audley 
Football Club presenting 
the trophy.

In the first year Lara has been awarded:
The Roy Gilbert Sporting Achievement Award
Staffordshire Lady Shooter of the Year
The Elsie Kelsall Outstanding Young Person Award
Leek Gun Club Junior Champion
English Open Ladies Champion
Bronze in UK Championship 

Lara would like to say thank you to her sponsors Mr 
Tony Smith of Advanced Flooring, Eley Hawk, CPC/
Laporte UK, Cens Hearing and everyone for their 
support.  

Also a special thank you to The Harp of Gold 
Charity who very kindly presented Lara with £100 
cheque to help towards her travel expenses in May.  It 
was so thoughtful and very much appreciated. 

Lara Celebrates

I expect that during the summer it would be 
considered by many for a football club to have 
difficulty to find something to write about, whereas the 
fact is for me personally and many at the club it is the 
busiest part of the season.  This is due to the fact that 
not only do we have to affiliate to the FA and the 
leagues we play in during this period, but also it 
presents the best opportunity to maintain the club. 

This summer we have removed trees from our 
boundary with the flats, fixed fencing damaged by the 
trees, decorated in the clubhouse and also refurbished 
our kitchen and toilets.  It has certainly been the 
busiest summer that I have witnessed at the club.

Completing this work has only been made possible 

by the commitment shown by individuals from the 
club.  Without this we would have nothing.  In 
addition the U16s represented the club and village in 
the Sentinel Shield Final at Vale Park losing narrowly 
1-0 to Alexander Soccer school from Crewe who were 
a year older. 

Also we have supported and hosted the Harp of 
Gold fun day and three football tournaments - The 
Roy Gilbert, Audley FC Mini-soccer tournament and 
The CRY football tournament in memory of Dan 
Hughes. 

Time for a well earned rest you would think, but I 
forgot to mention we have now started pre-season 
training in preparation for next season where once 
again we will run 10 teams of all ages. 
You will always receive a warm welcome at our Club 
and your support would be appreciated on match day.
                                   Regards Richard Platt Chairman.

Work Never Ending 
At Audley Football Club
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PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL
We are a non profit making organisation.

OPEn 
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon / Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 
3pm During term-time

We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for  
2 and 3 year olds.

For more details call Kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.

Following our AGM in June, the following members 
have been elected as Officers for the next 12 months.  
Peter Shore as President, Philip Johnson as Vice 
President, Peter Robertshaw as Treasurer, Geoff 
Pritchard as Speakers’ Secretary and myself as 
Secretary.

 You may already be aware that our monthly 
meetings are now held at the Alsager Golf and 
Country Club and since our first meeting in February 
this year our membership has increased significantly 

due mainly to the change of venue.
We hold our meetings on the third Friday of every 

month in a private room and we enjoy a quality 2 
course lunch meal after which we settle down to listen 
to a Speaker whose subject is always of interest and 
invariably prompts a Q & A session.

If you find this of interest (our membership consists 
of both Ladies and Gentlemen) and would like to 
come along to see what we are about, then please 
contact me on 01782 7211894 or email donald.
caton321@btinternet.com - you will probably know 
one of our existing members!                Donald Caton

Audley & District Probus Club

Soup Supper on Monday 26th September 2016 at 
6:30pm.

This is an opportunity to bring the family to share in 
a home made soup and roll with tea / coffee, good 
conversation and a few table games.  

Barn Dance & Pie and Pea Supper: On Saturday 
12th November 2016 at 7.00pm we will be holding a 
Barn Dance and Pea & Pie Supper.  Steve Share will be 
the caller, and a selection of delicious pies to suit all 
tastes will be available.

Advance tickets including food will be £5 adults and 
£2.50 children.

Tickets will be available from either the Church 
Office or Bob Alcock 01782 720022.

**** A GREAT NIGHT OUT FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY ******

Victorian Christmas Market:  Our traditional 
Victorian Market will be held on Saturday 26th 
November 2016 - between 10:30am and 1:00pm.  
There will be various stalls, a great variety of foods and 
home made lobby with festive entertainment provided 
by Audley Brass Band.
Church Office opening hours are Monday, Thursday 
and Friday 11am to 2pm.
Telephone: 01782 722755 or 
emailaudleymethodist@btconnect.com
Also see our Facebook page: Audley Methodist Church 
for up to date information, news and our regular 
events.

Audley Methodist Church  
Minister: Rev. Helen Hoe 01782 720267
Audley Methodist Church warmly invites you to our 
Sunday Services at 10:30am & 6pm.
Forthcoming Special Events at Audley Methodist 
Church:

Monthly Tuesday Luncheon Club: The luncheon 
club provides a three course hot lunch, for a small 
charge, for people living alone, who reside within the 
Audley Parish.  A few spaces are still available - please 
contact the Church Office should you require further 
information.

Coffee and Song: On 17th September 2016 from 
10.30am we will be holding a coffee morning where 
entertainment will be provided by Audley Ladies 
Choir.  This is an opportunity to hear this popular 
local ladies choir in informal surroundings – Coffee 
and Song is an opportunity to relax with friends and 
listen to some great ladies singing.   

Harvest Festival Service: Our Harvest Services will 
be on Sunday 25th September 2016 and our Minister 
Rev. Helen Hoe will lead our thanksgiving services at 
10.30am and 6.00pm.  Everyone is most welcome to 
join us in celebrating Harvest.

Harvest Soup Supper: As a continuation of the 
Harvest Celebrations we will be holding a Harvest 

Audley Methodist Church



10 AuDlEy COMMunITy nEWsLOCaL sCHOOL FeatUres

This edition is looking back and reflecting on past 
achievements and activities and, as strange as it seems, 
looking forwards to the year ahead.  The start of a new 
academic year leads us to extend a warm welcome to 
our Year 7 pupils.  We are sure their time here will be 
filled with new experiences, fond memories and, of 
course, challenge.  
Once again, the transition from primary to secondary 
school has been eased by weekly visits to the school.  
Therefore, when we held our annual Year 6 taster days, 
the pupils dealt comfortably with everything they were 
presented with.  Day 1 involved a number of 
challenges and teamwork activities led by The Problem 
Solving Company.  Even the torrential rain didn’t 
dampen the children’s enthusiasm!  Day 2 was more 
reflection of everyday school life.  At the end of it all 
the pupils left feeling a little more excited and a little 

less nervous than they had been initially. 

As is always the case with a new 
academic year, we immediately begin to plan for the 
next year.  With this in mind, our current Year 6 Open 
Evening will take place on Thursday 15th September 
2016 at 7pm.  This evening provides an excellent 
opportunity for parents and prospective pupils to have 
a look at the school, talk to pupils and staff and see 

some work in action.  It really is an evening not to be 
missed.

During the 
Summer Term, 6 
pupils went to 
Pembroke College 
at Oxford 
University, having 
entered the Orwell 
Youth Prize for 
aspiring writers.  It 
was a fantastic day 
in a wonderful 
setting.  The 
competition was 
open to every school 
in the country and 
we must thank 
South Cheshire 
College for their 
advice and support 
over our 

participation.  Given that this was the first time we had 
entered, it was particularly impressive for one of our 
pupils to be ‘Highly Commended’ and Ella Myatt 
pictured above can be very proud of this recognition.  
We eagerly look forward to next year’s competition.
Still with Year 10 and reflecting on the period of Work 
Experience, we would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all 
those people who offered placements for the Year 10 
students.  The pupils acquitted themselves fantastically. 
They can be very proud of their achievements.  The 
success of the fortnight can be judged by the large 
number of pupils who have received glowing 
references and, in a number of cases, job offers! 
Our annual Year 11 Mock Interview Evening is 
scheduled to take place on Thursday 9th February 
2017.  During this evening, our pupils are interviewed 
by professionals from a range of organisations and 
career paths.  It is an incredibly valuable evening as 
our pupils receive first-hand experience of an 
interview situation – skills they are then able to apply 
to the real world.  If you would like to take part in this 
event and become an interviewer for the evening, 
please contact the school.  Your support would be very 
welcome.  
Our website and Facebook page continues to evolve 
and is frequently updated with the latest news and 
photographs regarding pupils’ achievements and 
activities.  
A full calendar is available on the website, but a couple 
of dates you might like to note in your diary:
Wednesday 14th December 2016 (7pm) – Year 7 
Christmas Concert;
Tuesday 25th May 2017 (7pm) – Celebration of 
Music evening.
Your support at such evenings is always much 
appreciated. 

Past Achievements at  
Sir Thomas Boughey 
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My name is Myles Barthorpe and I am 12 years old 
and I attend the Sir Thomas Boughey High School.

I started go-karting when I was only 6 years old and 
now that I am 12 I am in my last year of cadet racing.

This year has started very well for me as I have had 3 
wins in the Cheshire Kart club and I’m now the 
Cheshire Oaks champion 2016.  I am competing in the 
PFI championship, running 4th and the NKF 
championship, running 6th.

I race for a professional team, SPR Sam Pollit Racing 
which takes me and my family all over the UK to race.

I would like to say a big thank you to my sponsors 
who help to make this possible.  They are Turning 
Heads Car Body Repairs, Entire Engineering and Sam 
Pollit Racing.  Myles is seen pictured with his coach 
Sam Pollit.  We would welcome anybody who could 
give us a helping hand, no matter how little, every little 
bit helps.  If you can be of any assistance please contact 
Sean on 07769738686.

Myles Way In Front

 
Celebrations!
Well, we certainly celebrated!
May 21st saw over 100 members, 
friends and representatives of other 
local churches and organisations 
come along and share in an inspiring 

and moving service.  Audley Ladies choir sang some 
carefully chosen and most appropriate songs, the 
Bishop of Stafford, the Right Reverend Geoff Annas 
gave an entertaining, encouraging message and the 
Diocesan President, Archdeaconry Vice President and 
Deanery Leader all took part in the service.

The icing on the cake for MU members was the 
enrolment of two new members into our branch. 

The service was followed by a lovely, relaxed 
afternoon tea in the church hall and the sharing of our 
birthday cake.  Thank you to all those of you who came 
along to represent your church or organisation and to 
offer your congratulations.  You helped to make our 
day a very special one. 
Our next special day will be the installation of our new 
incumbent Rev. Simon Tomkins on 3rd Sept.  We look 
forward to welcoming him and his wife Nikki and 
their three small sons as they join our fellowship.

Talking of special days, we have now sent out our 
first wave of letters inviting voluntary organisations to 
book their place in this year’s Christmas Tree Festival.  
I am writing this report at the beginning of July and 
over half the spaces have been taken.  PLEASE if you 
have not already done so, send your reply in ASAP.
Space is very limited and we don’t want to disappoint 
anyone if it can be avoided.  If you have not received a 
letter and are interested in taking part please contact 
us, phone numbers are at the bottom of this report.

Finally, a big “thank you” to all those who continue 
to support our Friday Coffee and bargain sale.  It’s 
lovely to meet for a chat and to catch up with friends.  
Also, may I remind you of our weekly Friday Morning 

Prayer from 9-45am for just half an hour.  Please join 
us in church for a time of quiet reflection, prayer and 
praise where we can lift our concerns to our Loving 
Father God and share uplifting fellowship and 
friendship together.  Come and give it a try!

Pictured above you will see left to right Sue Egerton, 
Diocesan President; Bishop Geoff; Wendy Jessop, 
Deanery Leader; Annette Dodd, Branch Leader and 
Deb Tudor, Archdeaconry Vice-President.

I hope your summer has been a happy one, and for 
those of you who have experienced sadness or loss 
may I offer our sympathy.

Please do not hesitate to contact an MU member if 
you would like us to pray for you.
Forthcoming events: 
15th Sept. Speaker Mr David Beckett : Old Audley
20th Oct. Rev Simon Tomkins : Welcome to Audley 
MU. 6-30 start
17th Nov. Rev Helen Hoe
All meetings start at 7-15 in the Church Hall unless 
otherwise stated.
God bless you all.
Contact : Annette 721058 for further details.
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John Stevenson
Peacefully after a short illness John, aged 67 of  
Wereton Road Audley, passed away.  
John was the dearly loved son of the late Thomas and 
Ida and dear cousin of Pam, Rita and Mike.

John was well known throughout our parish as a 
joiner and property repairer.  

He loved to travel around the country pursuing 
steam trains and photograph just some of his passions.

His funeral service took place on Thursday May 
12th followed by interment at Bignall End Cemetery.  

All donations were sent to the Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice.  

John will be sadly missed and fondly remembered 
by his family and many friends.

Please accept our condolences.

Martin Carney
Peacefully at his home after a short illness on the 12th 
May 2016, Martin sadly passed away.

He was the dearly loved husband of June, a much 
loved son of Terence and his mother the late Rita.

Martin was a well respected member of our 
community, always a kind word and smile whenever 
you met him.

Martin’s funeral service was held at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on Tuesday 24th May 2016 and 
donations were sent to the Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice.  Martin will be sadly missed by all his loving 
family and his many friends.  Our condolences to all.

Mona Latham
It is with sadness that we 
announce that Mona passed 
away aged 95 years on the 
15th June 2016.

Mona was a resident of 
Mellard Street, Wereton Road, 
Audley and was the former 
landlady of the Butchers Arms 
public house in Church Street, 
Audley.

Mona was born in Crewe 
and after leaving school she 
held a number of jobs which 
included working in a shirt 
factory, being in service and 

also became part of the workforce at Bentley, Rolls 
Royce, Crewe.

In 1942 Mona married and she was blessed with two 
sons, Malcolm and Barry.

Mona remarried in 1960 and came to live in Audley 
with her new husband Bernard Latham when they 
became the landlady and landlord of the Butchers 
Arms.  Mona developed a reputation for her cooking 
skills and Pub management throughout the area and 
became famous for her Pie and Pea suppers.

Throughout her life Mona always thought of others 
and raised thousands of pounds for worthy charities.

Mona’s kindness always shone through, always a 
smile on her face and a few kind words whenever you 
met her. 

Mona also possessed numerous skills, providing her 
family and friends with knitted items and clothes 
altered for all occasions.  For the past few years Mona 
had been involved with the Durber Close Community 
Centre where she so enjoyed a game of bingo with her 
friends and neighbours.

At her funeral at Audley Methodist Chapel it was a 
fitting tribute to see so many people who came along 
to celebrate her life and to show how much she had 
contributed to our parish through her kindness.

Her granddaughter, Nicola, proudly read a loving 
tribute to her Nan who was also her best friend.  Mona 
was an amazing lady and loved by so many.

The funeral service took place on the 30th June at 
the Methodist chapel, Audley which was followed by 
cremation at the Bradwell Crematorium .

Our condolences go out to her family and friends.

John Holmes (HOMER)

We sadly announce that on 
the 23rd of March 2016 after 
a courageous battle with 
illness, John aged 56, 
peacefully passed with his 
loving wife and family by his 
side.

John a resident of 
Meadowside Avenue Audley, 
was the beloved husband to 

Debbie, a loving father, granddad and respected uncle.
John was born in Queen Street to his late parents 

Jack and Jean Holmes, who were former residents of 
Halmer End.

John attended both the Ravensmead and Halmer 
End Schools as a boy where his love of sport was born.

On leaving school and for most of his working life 
John was employed at the Rist Wires & Cables Factory 
in Newcastle.
John and his first wife Jackie were blessed with a son 
Daniel who sadly passed away aged 8 years.

After the break up of his first marriage John met 
Debbie in 1994, it was a long engagement and they 
eventually married in 2006.  

John and Debbie have four children between them, 
Steven, Lee, Jordan and Michell and have lived in 
Meadowside Avenue since their marriage.
John was a loving family man.  His other passions were 
football and his team Stoke City also John was known 
as one of the most revered Pool players in Staffordshire 
and played for a number of teams.

John was just a lovely man, it was always a pleasure 
to speak to him.  

Despite his illness John would always find time for a 
quick chat always with a loving smile.  

He was so respected by so many and it showed at his 
funeral by how many came to help celebrate his life.

He will be sadly missed by so many.
The funeral took place on the 20th April 2016 at St. 
James Church Audley followed by cremation at the 
Bradwell Crematorium.
                               God bless you John.
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Eileen Robinson
After a short illness, Eileen 
passed away on the 23rd May 
2016, her 90th birthday.

Eileen was the dearly loved 
wife of the late Stanley, a 
cherished mum of Janet and 
Peter and a dear sister to 
Dorothy who lives in Axminster.

Eileen was born in Maybank 
and lived in Wolstanton and 
Madeley during her early 

childhood.  She was only 13 years old when her father 
died and the family then moved to open a shop in 
Victoria Street, Silverdale. 

Eileen married Stanley in 1947 and had two children 
who now both live locally.  They lived in Cross Heath, 
later moving to open a butchers shop in Knutton.

Eileen began her working life in the Post Office and 
she spent a short period of time in London during the 
Blitz.  She later worked as a school secretary at 
Hempstalls Primary and Wolstanton Grammar school.  

She then became one of the first child care officers 
working in the Newcastle area and later undertaking 
her social work qualifications at Keele University.  
Eileen enjoyed her role, later managing the Kidsgrove 
Area office and then the position of Assistant Director 
for Staffordshire Social Services based in the Stafford 
office.

Eileen retired in 1987 when she was living on 
Ravens Park, Bignall End, Stanley having died 
suddenly in 1982 at the age of 57.  Later she moved to 
Alsagers Bank and then Miles Green.  In 2010 Eileen 
moved to a cottage in Barthomley Road and spent 6 
very happy years there.

Eileen was well known locally for her active 
involvement in a number of organisations including 
the W.I., Audley Book Club, Audley Gardening Club 
and the friends of Miles Green.  She was an active 
member of the local Labour Party and served on 
Audley Parish Council.  She was also involved in the 
work of Alsagers Bank Church and St Lukes’ 
Silverdale.

Eileen’s funeral service took place at St Margarets’
Church, Betley, followed by interment at Silverdale 
Cemetery.  Eileen will be hugely missed by her family 
and friends.  

The family wish to express their gratitude to Horne 
Brothers, funeral directors for their care and 
compassion and to everyone who joined in the 
celebration of Eileen’s life.
Miriam Longshaw nee Llewellyn

Miriam was born in Wilbraham’s 
Walk, Audley in 1936 and she 
attended the local schools.  At the 
end of her school education she 
passed an exam to attend Burslem 
College of Art where she studied 
office procedures which include 
shorthand and typing.

When she reached 18 years of 

age she started nursing training at the then N.S.R.I. 
where she achieved her SRN.  Miriam worked at the 
hospital and eventually became a staff nurse.  She then 
decided to train as a midwife at Plymouth, followed by 
a spell at Burton Manor, Stafford.  Eileen also worked 
at the Fanny Deakin in Chesterton.

She eventually became a district nurse at Audley 
Health Centre where she attained the position of sister.  
Miriam was very highly thought of by her patients for 
her care and patience.

Miriam married Roy in 1995 and had a very happy 
married life and fully enjoyed her retirement.  
Unfortunately her health deteriorated 5 years ago and 
she died peacefully on April 13th 2016.

A big hole has been left in the lives of Roy, her son 
Tim and her wider family and friends.

George Kinnersley
We sadly announce that George 
aged 80 years peacefully passed 
away on the 24th April 2016 
whilst been cared for at the 
Bradwell Hospital.

George a resident of 
Monument View, Bignall End 
was the beloved husband of 
Beryl, a loving dad to Christine 
and son-in-law Tony, an 
admired granddad to Jason and 
a caring great grandad to Sky.

George was born in Grassy Lane Audley and he 
lived all his life in our parish where he attended the 
local schools.  On leaving school George became an 
apprentice motor mechanic.

He joined the Army as a teenager and served abroad 
in Hong Kong.  On his return to civilian life George 
decided to become a heavy goods driver, he loved the 
freedom of the road and the sights his profession 
allowed him to see.

George eventually was employed by the then Rist 
Wires And Cable group which was based in 
Milehouse, Newcastle.  He met Beryl his wife to be 
whilst she was working at the same company.

George had numerous pastimes one being bowling 
both indoor and out.  He was one of the founder 
members of the indoor bowling club at the Audley 
Workingmen’s Club and he played outdoor bowling for 
a number of the local teams.

His other passions were growing chrysanthemums 
and especially his well known tomato crops.  George 
won numerous competitions with his flowers at the 
local shows and always raffled his exhibits off at the 
end to raise money for good causes.  

He recently took up fishing once again and would 
often spend hours with his nephew Paul at the local 
pools.

George was well known throughout the area and 
will be sadly missed by many.  

His funeral took place on the 9th May at the 
Bradwell Crematorium and his ashes were interned at 
the New Audley Cemetery.

To family and friends please accept our condolences.
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Bernard was born 
in the parish of 
Audley in one of 
the cottages which 
stand next to St. 
James’ Church on 
Church Bank 
Audley.

He was one of 
three children, 
Pauline and 
Barbara his sisters, 
born to mother 
Alice and father 
William.  They 

eventually moved to Meadowside Avenue Audley.
Bernard was educated at our local parish schools and 
graduated to the Wolstanton High School when aged 
13.

On leaving school Bernard entered the world of 
engineering taking up an apprenticeship in the motor 
trade.

It was during the early 1960s when he met Sandra a 
young girl from Longton, at the time not knowing it 
was his wife to be.  They met at a dance at the Kings 
Hall, Stoke.  It was love at first sight for them both.
Eventually they married and were blessed with two 
children David and Susan who he adored.

Bernard and Sandra have lived all their married life 
in the parish of Audley and Bernard was Audley born 
and bred and proud to be from our village.

Bernard eventually was employed by Cummins 
Diesels and progressed up the ranks to become Area 
Manager for the company.

This meant lots of time away from his family with 
exciting places to visit whilst doing specialised repairs.  
Some of his repairs included work on Tom Jones’ boat, 
Elizabeth Taylors’ Yacht which was moored in Cardiff 
Bay harbour, even a Gun Boat bound for Saudi Arabia 
and included the generator for the flood lights at 
Elland Road Football Ground Leeds United.
Bernard eventually left Cummins and started his own 
engineering company with partner Paul Owen and 
they had great success.

Bernard had a passion for sports, he spent many good 
times at the Bignall End Cricket Club playing snooker 
and indoor bowls.
For a time Bernard was also the Manager of Audley 
Football Club where he enjoyed great success.  

In 1970 he became manager of the Audley 
Workingmen’s Clubs Football team.  All members of 
the team were local lads, none from outside the village.

He was known to be a fantastic organiser.  During 
his time from 1970 to 1975 the team won the league 
four times and the cup three times.

In 1975 the team moved to The Swan (Duck) and 
Bernard retired as manager.  Bernard was a Club man 
through and through.  The team eventually got to the 

Staffs Sunday Cup Final, the only junior team to 
achieve this.
Bernard organised everything for the needs of the 
players including prizes, fund-raising and trophies, it 
made it easy for the players who needed just to turn up 
and play.  He was well liked by all who came into 
contact with him and the players would have followed 
him wherever he went.

Bernard was a very proud man and always kept his 
promises to wife Sandra and his family.

He arranged a trip to Italy where he took Sandra to 
see her dad’s grave who lost his life in World War 2, a 
promise he never forgot.
Sadly Bernard had to retire early due to ill health, but 
this meant he could spend more time at home in the 
garden with his loving wife Sandra.

Once retired and with itchy feet as normal, Bernard 
wanted to be involved with a project and he decided to 
give something back to the village he loved.

He decided to get involved with a competition called 
The Best Kept Village.  Bernard got together with a 
group of lovely friends and formed “The Friends of 
Audley”.
Bernard was passionate about his village and as usual 
gave 110% to the project.  The group entered the 
village in Britain in Bloom, Heart of England, 
competition with help from Councillor Eddie Boden 
and the local Parish Council.

With lots of laughter, dedication and loads of hard 
work in all weathers they managed to win the 
competition for our parish.  They were thrilled and 
brought so much pride to the people of our parish.

Winning this competition was just a spur to 
Bernard.  He and the group members decided to take 
one epic step and enter the  “The World In Bloom Cup 
1999” competition.  This was massive, our parish of 
Audley taking on the world, but hey WE WON - 
WOW what an achievement by such a dedicated group 
of local volunteers, no flora expertise just down to 
earth right ordinary people who took pride in their 
village with Bernard being a part of this success.  This 
was not the end of success in the World In Bloom 
Competition they also won the competition once more 
and achieved silver.  This was outstanding for such a 
small community group of volunteers to achieve.

Bernard and wife Sandra travelled to Canada to be 
presented with the trophy.

Bernard and his group continued to enter 
competitions and continued winning, but the main 
winners were our village where they provide us with 
such stunning floral displays for all to see.
The list below is of the achievements the group 
obtained:
1997: Winners: Britain In Bloom Subaru Trophy.
3rd Place: Best Kept Village Competition.
1998: Winners: Britain In Bloom “Heart of England 
Area”. Winners: Britain In Bloom - National 
Championship. 1st Place: Best Kept Village 
Competition.

A Tribute to - Bernard Holland 1943-2016
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Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups

Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted

Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small

A N D R E W  F O D E N

Mobile. 07857 065 254  Home. 01782 729142
Email.  andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Services
Z

C. w. Mottram  
Funeral Services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal home Visits – 24 hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

1999: Britain In Bloom “Heart Of England Area”.
Winners: World In Bloom Competition.
2nd Place: Best Kept Village Competition.
Winners: Mr. B Holland (Friends Of Audley) Parish 
Person of the Year.
2000: Winners: Britain In Bloom “Heart Of England 
Area”.  Silver: World In Bloom Global Challenge.  
Winners: Best Kept Village Competition.
2001: Winners: World In Bloom International 
Challenge.  Winners: Rotary International 
Community Award. Winners: Green Steps “Seven 
Trent Water” Award.  2nd. Place: Best Kept Village 
Competition.

Sadly ill health brought an end to Bernard’s 
involvement and eventually the group disbanded.
Bernard had a gift, a fantastic sense of humour and 
was known in his family circle for the poetry he wrote.

Bernard was a loving family man who was idolised 
by his children and worshiped by his grandchildren, 
not forgetting his faithful dog Peggy Sue who travelled 
everywhere he went.  

This past few years Bernard and wife Sandra who 
had only recently celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary, have spent their leisure time in their 
caravan in Conwy.  This was their second home where 
they made so many new friends.
Bernard’s other passion since retirement was to give 
support to his son David and grandson Will when they 
were competing in their Motor Cross races.  

As you have read Bernard was proud to be part of 
this parish but my feelings are the parish should be 
proud to have had Bernard as part of its community.

The funeral service took place on February 19th 
2016 at the Bradwell Crematorium followed by 
interment at the New Audley Cemetery.

The Audley Community News wishes to take this 
opportunity to send its condolences to Sandra, David 
and Susan and all who knew and loved Bernard.

Douglas Clarke
It is with sadness we announce that on the 13th June 2016, 
Douglas aged 62 year, passed away peacefully at the RSUH 
surrounded by his loving family.

Douglas of Halmer End had in September 2014 featured 
in one of the articles in our magazine, when due to his 
illness of Chronic Lymphonic Cancer he was given what 
was then a new miracle anti cancer drug ABT 199 by the 
Christies Hospital Manchester.  

Doug, a former Knutton resident, said he was a guinea 
pig as this was a new treatment which had shown some 
success in treating this form of illness.  Initially after only a 
short period Douglas started to see improvements.  As with 
all treatments there are no guarantees.

For the past two years Doug has used the treatment and 
battled courageously, but sadly in the end the treatment 
failed.

We at the Newsletter send our condolences to his wife 
Kerry and all his family and friends, who have given him so 
much support during his illness.

The funeral service took place  on 5th July at St. James 
Church Audley followed by interment at the new Audley 
Cemetery.  Our condolences to all family and friends.
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FIT

Unit 7, Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6NR

 Karl 07947 566670    Anne 07904 406881    Find us on Facebook

THE FIRST STEP TO  
ACHIEVE YOUR CHALLENGE 
Want to train for an Iron Man, triathlon or a marathon? Perhaps you want to comfortably 
run around with the kids or climb the stairs without getting exhausted? Maybe you just 
want to build the confidence to go shopping or walk in the park. Regardless of your 
age, fitness level or challenge, we will help you take your first step to achieve it.  

PERSONAL 
TRAINING

SPINNING YOGANUTRITIONAL 
ADVICE 

CHARTERED 
PHYSIOTHERAPY, 

SPORTS MASSAGE & 
REHABILITATION

QUALIFIED

TAKE YOUR FIRST STEP TODAY BY GETTING INTOUCH

Audley Parish Angling Clubs Improvements Go Ahead
Cloggers Pool and Bates Wood Lake have been re-
stocked with mixed varieties of carp 4 to 6 inches long 
- 900 plus going into Cloggers and 600 plus into Bates 
Wood. (See the photograph below)
Introducing this number of 
small fish, on the advice of 
the Environment Agency, 
should help to control weed 
growth, especially at Cloggers 
where weed has been a 
problem for some time.  The 
club had a working party on 
Saturday 24th July 2016 
which started at 9:00 am to 
clear as much weed as 
possible to further improve 
the quality of fishing.  All 
were welcome to turn up on 
the day and breakfast oatcakes and soft drinks were 
supplied free to all who helped out.
This will greatly improve the probability of catching 
fish which will encourage more youngsters to get 

involved in the sport.
To this end there are still places available for under 

16s to have free membership of the club, these places 
will be sponsored by existing adult club members.

The club has also recently 
appointed Robert Elliot 
contractors of Dunkirk to carry 
out work, funded by the National 
Lottery, to create a new path at 
Bates Wood and install 5 angling 
platforms for disabled anglers.  
Picnic benches at the lower end of 
the lake will be re-sited away from 
the area which gets flooded on a 
regular basis and drainage will be 
improved to prevent further 
problems.

For more information about the club contact: Brian 
Billlings on brianbillings@btinternet.com or:
 Telephone 01782 720059 - Mobile 07976288823
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First Responders Update 
It has been a busy time for our first responders with 
changes at the Ambulance Service and a delay in new 
responders being brought in. 

As they are solely reliant on charitable funds it 
makes a big difference when members of our 
Parish take it upon themselves to raise funds for the 
group, such as the local residents that attend Durber 
Close social centre in Audley. 
Over the past few years the members have raised over 
£3000 for our responders through organised sales and 
other events held at the centre.  

The recycled teenagers as they like to be 
known have been fully supportive of the work that the 
responders do and on some occasions have seen first 
hand the valuable service they provide.  

Other projects that have been led by the responders 
are the Community Public Access 
Defibrillator (CPAD) sites which coordinator Paul 
Sargent has organised with the help of public funding.  

The aim of these schemes is to put Automated 
Defibrillators out in the community for use in the 
event of a person going into cardiac arrest.  Two sites 
have been set up in the parish with the latest being at 
Bignall End situated on the exterior wall of Bignall 

End Barbers Shop.  
Matt of the barber shop was happy to have the 

safety box put on his shop.  The fitting was completed 
again by AC Electrical Services with the funds for the 
device being partially raised by Sandra Ginnis who 
had a dry September fund raiser.  The dry September 
meant that Sandra had to avoid alcohol for that month 
and raised just under £400.  

The remainder of the funds came from Councillor 
Ann Beech who donated £1200 towards the project 
from her council community grant and a further £800 
has gone to replacing equipment in the responders’ 
response bags.  

Pictured below left to right Paul Sargent First 
Responder, fundraiser Sandra Ginnis, Matt Wakelin 
Salon owner, Debbie Round hair stylist and County 

Councillor Ann Beech 

displaying the new Defibrillator in 
Ravens Lane.

Coordinator Paul Sargent and owner of Staffs 
Medical Solutions is continuing to arrange courses to 
enable local business staff and members of the 
community to gain basic awareness skills on the use of 
the device. 

For further information on the responders or training 
contact Paul on:
 07962 265 868 or at nwscfr@gmail.com

It was a sad day to 
see the final 
transaction being 
performed, when on 
Saturday the 9th of 
July this year, after 
providing our parish 
community for over 
27 years with an 
excellent postal 
service, Anne Wilkes 
our village 
Postmistress with 
husband Ian and 
Leslie a member of 
staff final closed the 

doors to their village post office in Church Street 
Audley.

The post office was not just a provider of a postal 
service, it was also a meeting place for local residents 
to air their views on all community issues with Ian 
being one of our local councillors.

Provision had also been made for a monthly police 
surgery and even the RSPCA had held a Free dog 
chipping service on a number of occasions.

Anne and Ian would like to thank all the local 
community for its support over the past 27 years and 
were overwhelmed by the cards of good luck wishes 
for the future they had received.
We at the Audley Community News wish to send our 
best wishes to Anne, Ian and hope that all goes well for 
the future.
Pictured on the left, left to right, Ian Anne and Leslie a 
valued member of their postal staff.

27 Years Service To Our Community
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The World Ju-Jitsu Federation celebrated in style in 
May 2016 as distinguished Guest Instructors were 
invited from all over the world for their 40th 
Anniversary KINENBI Seminar & Gala Dinner Dance 
at Liverpool.

Senior representatives from Italy, USA, Russia and 
Poland joined those from the UK to demonstrate their 
variations on WJJF martial arts techniques.

The course was attended by hundreds of students 
who enjoyed a full day of training which raised £1000 
from donations for local WJJF Congleton student 
Becca Carey.  Becca has Spastic Cerebral Palsy and 
needs to raise £80,000 for a life changing operation in 
America to help meet her goal to walk unaided.

Students from WJJF Congleton & Staffordshire have 
also raised money from sponsored walks, runs and 
cake sales. 

Becca joined her twin sister Lottie and big brother 
Joseph for another special day in July when official 
WJJF Technical Officers travelled from their 
Headquarters in Liverpool to grade over 90 students 
from local WJJF clubs Audley, Blurton & Congleton 
and present The Carey Family with their cheque.

To earn their new belts, the students have to illustrate 
their competence at self-defence, escapes, locks, kicks, 
ground work as well as blocking, striking, throwing 
and Katas .

The examiners were so impressed by the high level 
of skill shown that they presented the students with 
certificates and belts as parents and relatives joined in 
to congratulate them on their hard work over the last 6 
months. 

Trophies were awarded for Best Attendance to : Luke 
West (Audley), Kieran Birchall (Blurton) & Jack 
Durrant (Congleton).  In its 30th year the traditional 
Student of Merit Award is dedicated this year in 
memory of Prof Robert Clark (WJJF Founder) and was  
awarded to Layla Heath (Audley), Joel le Queux 
(Blurton) & Owen Pointon (Congleton).

Thanks were given to the team of instructors and 

helpers without whom the clubs would not continue to 
meet the high standards set by the WJJF .

Audley born Martial Arts instructor Deb Forster-
Sharples started training in 1980 with her father 
Stewart, his brother Arthur and her cousins.  She 
passed her Black belt in 1985 and went onto open her 
own club in 1994 at The Boughey Hall.

The club moved to the newly built premises of 
Audley Community Centre in 1996 where she was 
eventually joined by husband Lee Sharples and son 
Cameron.

Deb now runs the 3 WJJF clubs and is proud of their 
members’ achievements and certain that they will 
continue to impress as the 13 Brown Belts, 7 Junior 
Black belts & 12 Senior Black Belts strive towards their 
prestigious Black belt, Gold Tab & Dan Gradings in 
October at WJJF  HQ .

During the summer months, students are encouraged 
to attend and join in the fun and games working 
towards their annual Kata Competitions and the 
chance to join the clubs Demonstration Team where 
another Ju-Jitsu family; Alan Edwards, his son Adrian 
& daughter Natalie along with grandchildren Jay, Rhys 
& Harley will join WJJF Staffordshire when they will 
be performing their traditional display at Audley 
Community Centre’s 20th Anniversary Party in 
September making this a real family affair. 

New students Juniors aged 5 ½ years + and Seniors 16 
years + are always welcome to train under our fully 
qualified, insured and DBS checked coaches at any of 
the 3 clubs :
WJJF Staffordshire on Thurs at Audley Community 
Centre ST7 8DH, WJJF OSSMA ( Blurton ) on Mon at 
Ormiston Academy ST3 3JT & WJJF Congleton Wed 
& Sat at Congleton Leisure Centre CW12 1DT.

Please email senseideb@hotmail.co.uk to find out 
further information .
To give a donation please contact Becca’s Wish to Walk 
online.

Celebrations  
as World  
Ju-Jitsu 
Federation 
has been a 
family affair 
for 40 years
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64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available

Nails
Eye Treatments

Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning

Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments

Tel: 01782 922800

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00

Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Gift vouchers 
available.

Book  
early for all 

appointments.

Eric Davies is a 
walker with many 
years experience of 
leading groups.  He 
holds a Mountain 
Leadership Award 
and worked with 
groups of Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award 
in Bronze, Silver 
and Gold levels on 
Expedition, 
Training and 
Assessment.  Eric 
lives in Bignall End 
and all the walks 
generally start 
about an hour’s 
drive from home.

This walk (8 
miles and 1350 feet of ascent) starts at Hawksmoor 
National Trust car park (free) on the B5417 near 
Oakamoor Staffs.

From the car park, head south down Greendale 
Lane and turn left at the T junction.  Just past the 
buildings take the path right, which is signposted 
Staffordshire Moorlands Walks.  You will see a 
Lapwing as a symbol.  The path joins Ousal Dale where 
you should turn right to Smelting Mill and the 
Ramblers Rest Cafe, a good place for a break.  The 
walk is then followed uphill to Alton.

Alton is reached at The Royal Oak, straight along 
Knight Lane and then uphill along Lime Kiln Lane to 
the junction with Hurstons Lane and then take the 
path (through Hedge) to join Saltersfoot Lane.  At the 
first buildings on the right, turn left and follow the 
path down to the Churnet valley.  Over the river and 

Eric’s Walks left onto the disused railway line.  
Back over the river at Lords Bridge to the Ramblers 

Retreat and walk up Ousel Dale (the same way as 
earlier) up to the road at Stoney Dale, it is then right, 
then left along the Staffordshire Moorlands Walk back 
to Hawksmoor.

Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook page “Eric’s 
Walks”.  He has also contributed walks at www.
walkingworld.com.
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July 7th 1965, a very memorable day in my lifetime.
This was the day that the Bourne family arrived at 

Bignall End Fisheries, a small fish and chip shop at 
43A Ravens Lane.

I was 11years old, just finished junior school in 
Weston Coyney and here I was in a strange village with 
no mates and with the prospect of starting Halmer 
End Secondary School in September.  I soon realised 
that there was no need for me to worry as no sooner 
had we moved in I had mated up with the local 
children, whom to this day, some are still good friends.

I remember the removals lorry reversing into the drive 
at the side of the shop and brushing up against the 
dividing wall between us and Mr and Mrs Howell’s 
cottage, an elderly couple, who both worked in the 
preparation room behind the shop removing the 
“eyeholes” from the potatoes that my dad Ron had 
earlier put through the potato peeler.  We had to shout 
to the removal men to stop, before the wall toppled 
over into the Howell’s front garden!  Both myself and 
my elder brother John never let on to anyone about the 
wall, as far as I know it was never touched until Mr 
and Mrs Howell had both passed away and alterations 
were made to the cottage by the new owners.

Mr Howell, George Snr, was a small quiet man, who 
was an ex miner and Mrs Howell, who was probably 
some six inches taller than her husband, was well 
known for making nettle beer.  It was available on 
Friday mornings and people used to queue to buy it, 
paying the princely sum of one shilling for a large 
bottle.  They had a son George Jnr who later in life I 
had the privilege of working with at Holditch Colliery 
in Chesterton.  George Jnr stood about 6`6” tall and 
weighed in at about 20 stones.  He worked as a 

shaftsmen on regular nightshift all the time I knew 
him.  He would turn out for the Mine Mechanics 
cricket team, playing in the pit knockout matches at 
Bignall End Cricket Club and I can see him now, 
walking into bat with the bat looking like a match 
stick!  The Howells also had a daughter Doris, who 
married Vic Burgess, someone who was well known in 
the area due to his cricketing skills.

After settling in at Bignall End, we used to attend the 
Chapel Street Youth Club opposite Ravensmead School 
and also the Audley Youth Club, that used to be held in 
a building down what was called “Reg’s Entry”.  It was 
whilst going to the youth club, we were asked to all 
sign a get well card for one of the leaders, and after I 
signed it Derek Riley put in brackets after my name 
“Pudding” which was quickly shortened to “Pud” 
which some 50 years later I am frequently still called.

Not the best nickname but I could have been 
something much worse.

I remember early days at the shop and the amount of 
work that was required to prepare the fish and chips 
ready for cooking. 
The fish that my mum, Edna, first started to fry was 
silver hake and it used to be supplied by James Stone 
fish merchants, who are still trading today in 
Newcastle.  Silver hake was a very delicate fish that was 
delivered whole so it had to be washed trimmed and 
filleted ready for frying.  As I recall the first fish that 
Stones delivered was priced at fifteen shillings (75p) 
per stone and if you were able to get silver hake 
nowadays if would perhaps be £12-15 per pound, how 
times have changed.

Also, as I said before, my Dad would put the 
potatoes through the peeler every day before he went 
to work, as a telephonist at Wolstanton Colliery.  He 
would probably fill a large bath, plus two large 
containers with potatoes and Mrs Howell would spend 
all morning getting them cleaned ready to put them 
through a hand chipper, which was what we had in 
those days, before frying.
Another job that had to be done was preparing the 
“mushy peas”.  This entailed soaking marrowfat dried 
peas in salt water overnight, before slowly cooking 
them on the stove in a large stainless steel bucket and if 
they weren’t stirred regularly, they would stick and 
burn to the bottom of the bucket and ruined so 
another lot would have to be cooked.  

The smell of burnt peas has stayed with me for all 
these years.
In those days chippies didn’t sell the different products 
that you can get in shops today, so apart from fish 
chips and peas, the only other things we sold were pies 
and puddings, tripe and hodge and bottles of Gay Day 
pop.  Later on Mum introduced other things like 
chicken, sausages and saveloy’s.
In the next issue I will tell more of my life in Edna’s 
Chippy.  If any reader has an old picture of the shop 
back from the 1960s, I would appreciate a copy.
Pictured top left Edna and husband Ron.
                                                          Son David Bourne.

Tales from Edna’s Chippy
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Wednesday 18th May saw honour brought to Audley, 
when local councillor Ian Wilkes was elected Mayor of 
Newcastle under Lyme. 

Ian has worked in the Audley Post Office with his 
wife Anne for over 27 years and he has served our 
community as both Parish and Borough Councillor. 

The warm applause that filled the Borough Council 
chamber as he was robed showed the respect and 
affection which Ian has earned throughout the area. 

In an ancient ceremony Anne, his wife, became the 
Lady Mayoress and Tom, their son, became the 
Mayor’s constable, complete with an impressive long 
staff, presumably to protect his parents!  Kate their 
daughter, who attends Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School, looked on with pride from the spectators 
gallery accompanied by family and friends.

So now an Audley resident will take part in 
important official occasions and preside at Borough 
Council meetings where issues affecting the whole area 
will be debated and decided.  Those debates are 
famously hot at times but if the first occasion on 
Wednesday is anything to go by Ian will do a grand job 
with his strong leadership skills and individual 

humour.  After the Council meeting there was a 
reception at Keele Hall where the new Mayor and 
Mayoress chatted with many friends and colleagues.  
The evening revealed another reason for pride for the 
Wilkes family and Audley when Tom told them that 
he had just heard that he had received a distinction in 
his Masters Project in micro biology and hopes to do 
further research.

A good day and an exciting year ahead for the 
Wilkes family.  Congratulations from the family’s 
many friends.

A Good Day For Local Councillor

Artscool
Once again the children in 
year 3/4 took part in the 
Artscool exhibition at 
MMU Crewe.  The theme 
of the project this year was 
‘The Rise of the Phoenix,’ 
renew, regenerate, 
innovate. Using this title 
year 3/4 focused on 
reusing junk for their 
creations and also linked 
the theme to their current 
topic ‘Brazil’.  The 

children worked really hard 
to complete their art project, which encompassed 
designing and making carnival headdresses out of 
recycled materials and modroc, sketching feathers and 
designing Paralympics badges.  The project culminated 
in a visit to MMU Crewe where 50 children 
represented Ravensmead Primary School.  They took 
part in a range of different workshops including Street 
dance, Junk art, song writing and visiting their work 
displayed professionally in an art exhibition.  Take a 
look at the school website and the Y3/4 page to see 
photographs of the finished products as well as some 
of the processes that went into completing them.
Shakespeare Rocks
The children in Years 3,4,5 and 6 performed 
“Shakespeare Rocks!” to appreciative audiences of 
fellow pupils, friends and family.
A hilarious but factually correct take on the life and 
times of William Shakespeare, “Shakespeare Rocks!” is 
a fresh, funny and up to date look at the life and times 

of the poet and playwright, with a cast of humorous 
historical characters, amusing glimpses into some of 
his works and how he came ‘To Be’.  The cast were 
made up of the older children, with the others making 
up the fabulous choir who told the story through seven 
exciting, modern and energetic songs.  A wonderful 
production, all the children should be very proud of 
themselves!
Garden Party
Ravensmead’s annual Garden Party was a huge success 
with a great turn-out.  The weather did not dampen 
anyone’s spirits and the sun finally came out.  We had 
lots of activities, including cream teas, cake stall, 
tombola, splat the teacher, craft sales and lots more. 
The “Friends of Ravensmead” and the school 
gardening club work together each year and try to 
raise funds for the outdoor area.  This year we are 
proud to say that we managed to raise almost £1000. 
We would like to say a huge thank you to all who 
attended or helped make this a great event.

Summer Term at Ravensmead Primary School
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During the 
2016 Summer 
Term the 
Early Years 
children at 
The Richard 
Heathcote 
CP School 
have been 
learning 
about ‘The 
Farm.’  The 

children have been lucky enough to have lots of 
different and new experiences as a result of the topic. 

At the beginning of May we had a visit from Farmer 
Phil who answered our many questions.  The children 
wanted to know about his animals and how he cared 
for them, his machinery, the hours that he worked and, 

importantly, when he found 
time to take a holiday!  
Towards the middle of May the 
children’s chicken eggs started 
to hatch and they welcomed 
new baby chicks into the 
classroom.  The chicks had to 
be cared for and they needed 
water, feed and warmth.  
They also tried to join in 

with some of the songs and were 
caught cheeping along.

 
Finally at the end of the month, 
Waste Farm in Alsagers Bank invited the children 
along to experience their real life working farm.

The children walked from school along the high street 
and Farmer James greeted them as they entered.
They were given a tour of the farm and were allowed to 
see the cows and the baby calves. 

They also walked 
through the milking 
parlour and saw 
where all of the milk 
is collected.

Finally each child 
was allowed to sit in 
Farmer James’ great 
big tractor. 
What a fun 
morning and a 
great finish to their 
topic.

Four members of Audley Brass Band attended Sir 
Richard Heathcote Primary School in Alsagers Bank to 
introduce the children to brass instruments and the 
music associated with them.  

Band members Rachel Tunnicliffe, Harry Lovatt, 
Neil Johnson and Musical Director, Tom Hancock 

Sir Richard Heathcote 
Infants in Tune

explained the instruments, the Euphonium, 
Trombone, Tuba and Trumpet to the children and also 
how to ‘blow’ and make a sound.

190 children from Early Years up to year 6 listened 
to renditions of Happy, Eventide and they clapped 
their hands to Up Town Funk.  They all seemed to 
enjoy the music and afterwards they joined in a 
question and answer session.  The number of hands up 
must have encouraged Tom in his role of promoting 
the playing of brass instruments.  

Possibly the most enjoyable bit of the session for the 
children may have been themselves having a go at 
making a sound on the instruments.  This caused quite 
a lot of hilarity.  The children thanked the Band for a 
great session.

Audley Brass Band has a Training Band, helping 
those who cannot play to learn and those with some 
experience to progress.  The sessions cost £1 per week 
and this includes the loan of an instrument.  They 
meet on Sundays between 5 30 to 6 30pm in the 
Bandroom on Dean Hollow and all are welcome.

Thanks must also go to Mrs Banks (Head Teacher) 
and Mr Nash (Senior Leadership Team) for organising 
the event.

Sir Richard Heathcote Infants 
Down On The Farm
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Dear Editor
Recently there have been some 
articles in your magazine from ex 
residents of the Craft in Miles 
Green.  I always called it the Craft 
but on asking round I seem to be 
the only person who did.

It was strange therefore to read 
the article in Issue 44 about 
Raymond Chell which includes 
some history of ‘The Croft’ which 
said in 1870 it was called The 
Newcroft and in later years New 
Croft, The Crofts and The Croft.

Have any of your other readers 
ever referred to it as The Craft as I 
did?           Nell Bedford Doncaster.

Can You Help?
The above photograph has been found on the walls of St. Johns’ Church 
Alsagers Bank.  Can anyone throw any light as to who the ladies are and 
for what reason they are meeting?  The church and also Christine Huxley 
of the Audley & District History Society would love to hear from you if 
you have any information at all about the picture.

You may contact either the Editor of this magazine details on page 3 or 
contact Christine at famhist147@hotmail.co.uk 
Your help would be very much appreciated.

Audley Millennium Green
As I hope people have seen, we have tidied up the area 
opposite the Community Centre which was so badly 
vandalised.  The space has been filled in to prevent any 
land slippage and will be grassed over.  Funding for 
this was provided by JOG (Joint Operations Group), 
for which we are very grateful.
We desperately need more help in our efforts 
to maintain and improve the Green as an 
attractive open area for people of the parish 
to enjoy.  We hold monthly working parties 
and we would be glad to see some new faces 
on any of the following dates in 2016:
Saturday 13th August
Sunday 11th September
Saturday 8th October
Sunday 13th November
Saturday 10th December
We meet on the Audley Community Centre Car Park 
at 10am
TO COME:  An Evening of Stargazing in December: 
look out for details to come.  Last year’s event was very 
successful.

Around Audley Calendar 2017 
should be available around end of 
September and will again be priced 
at £8 with profits going to Harp of 
Gold and Audley first responders. 
All details will be available on www.
aroundaudley.co.uk  Or contact 
Duncan on 07752042688 Jojo’s

Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com
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Thank you to all who attended out 6th Medieval and 
Community Fair 23rd and 24th April 2016.

Yet again we were at the mercy of the weather, 
Saturday being good, while on Sunday torrential rain 
stopped our Morris dancers from entertaining us 
outside.  Instead they performed an impromptu dance 
in the hall, entertaining everyone inside.  Yet the 
weather did not discourage Historia Normannis who 
still performed their acts in the arena, along with our 
Surgeon and The Kings Executioner, who are all 
hardened re enactors.

New for 2106, we managed to procure the services 
of Ben with his flying falcons, this was an excellent 
display and funds permitting, we hope he will be able 
to return in 2017.  Wings and Things from Crewe 
entertained us all with their animal displays.  The very 
popular ‘Circus In A Box’ returned due to popular 
demand, and they are hoping to return in 2017.  As 
usual safety is upmost and we always book and pay for 
our local First Responders, and security, we always use 
local people for the safety of the event.

Inside there was a wonderful range of crafts and 
refreshments, and musical entertainment from Forlorn 
Hope on Saturday and Greensward on Sunday.  Whilst 
outside our arena we had Medieval Justice and Melees, 
Morris Dancing, Circus In A Box etc.  This kept the 
public entertained, even in the rain.

If anyone has any requests for activities, performers 
they would like us to include please contact us via our 
facebook page ‘Pams Audley’ email:

parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk or 
contact 07782 349 524
This year our event cost a total of £4,186.47.  We spend 
all year raising funds and also benefited from the 
generous help of grants.  As always we aim to put this 
event on free to the public, any stall money collected 
over the weekend is put back into the pot to pay for 
entertainment for the following year.  If anyone wants 
to see our books they are very welcome.  We are now 
on the count down for 2017, and a programme of what 
we raise is being put on facebook so you can follow 
our progress towards the £5,000.00 needed to put on 
the event on Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd April 
2017.  Everyone is welcome to come and help/join us, 

even if you can only donate a few hours, all help is very 
much appreciated.

This event is for you the people of Audley, and the 
surrounding areas, and, as long as we can put the event 
on, we will endeavour to keep it FREE for everyone to 
attend and have a day or two out.

Many thanks must go to the following who have 
helped to make this FREE event possible ~ The Police, 
for providing their presence over the weekend (vans, 
cones etc) and marshalling the parade, Audley Rotary 
for help in marshalling the parade, Audley and District 
Community Centre for generously donating the use of 
the premises to us over the weekend free of charge.

The Millennium Green Trust, for allowing us to use 
the historical castle site over the weekend free of 
charge, Audley Parish Council for grants and free use 
of the playing field car parks and Audley Community 
News for the coverage they give us each year.

Ravensmead School for the free use of their car 
park.  The local scouts who yet again made a 
wonderful dragon for the St Georges’ day parade.  
Children of Audley Residents Association for the loan 
of their equipment.  All the local hostelries who have 
allowed us to hold our meetings there and partake of 
their hospitality while getting stressed out, The Plough, 
The Boughey and The Swan.  Tim Madew, for yet again 
doing an excellent job with the layout and editing of 
our programmes and flyers.  All our volunteers, who 
generously gave up their time to help us on the day, 
whether it was in the kitchen, car parks, raffle or 
programme selling, every one is really appreciated.  I 
am sorry if I have missed anyone out.   On behalf of 
Parish of Audley Medieval Society.   Sandra Ginnis.

YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER •  QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

BEEF -  LAMB -  PORK -  FRESHLY COOKED MEATS -  HAM -  TONGUE -  CHEESE -  P IES -  BREAD -  CAKES -  OATCAKES

172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS   |    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK -  TEL : 01782 720737

John Jackson

SHOP

 

BUTCHERS

2016 Medieval Event In The Parish
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE

‘ OuTDOOR
FLOOD LIGHT

FOOTBALL pITCH
pLEASE CONTACT
ADAM 0778841441

MONDAY

Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
contact Olivia 07531507855

TuESDAY

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  
Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff 

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee 
Morning & Free Internet  fifi 
8.30am until 11.30am

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 8-11yrs 5pm to 6.30pm

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

Caretaker: 
07587 177637

For more news see our Facebook 
page or website.

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

YOU are invited to our 20th Birthday Party at the 
Centre on Sunday 25th September 2016.

From 11am to 4pm with the opening of  the new 
Charity Shop at 11 30am by Cllr Ann Beech.  
Lots of  Activities and fun.  Come along and 

find out just what is available in the area, many 
organisations will be there to show you what 

they offer.  The event will be similar to the 
Audley Day a few years ago.

www.audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

H A P P Y

B I R T H D AY
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Halmer End 
Community 
Interest 
Company aka 
“The Stute” is 
alive and 
kicking.

Don’t believe 
me, ask the 
community.

Over the 
weekend of 
14th 15th and 
16th of July the 
directors 

hosted their inaugural Beer Festival, with 11 
nationwide beers and 4 ciders on offer at £2.40 a pint.  
The event was a resounding success.  The great food 
was provided by Jane Eardley and Avril Frankish.  We 
can’t thank you enough, the results were outstanding, 
people came from far and wide to attend, even as far as 
Draycot in the Clay.

Supporting the festival was Phil Mason who 
organised the bar and excelled in the role.  Many 
thanks Phil.  Along the way we adopted many 

volunteers behind the bar and in the kitchen, our 
thanks go out to them.  Of course none of this would 
have been possible without our wonderful sponsors, 
too many to list but you know who you are and I’ll be 
writing to all of you soon and of course a big thank 
you to the public for attending.  Everyone who came 
over the dates said what a fantastic time they had with 
great beer, great company, wonderful atmosphere and 
it was amazing to see the old girl being used as it 
should be for our community.

We were asked if we would be holding another one, 
YOU BET but not until next summer.  However, we 
will be doing other things and at the planning stage is 
a pop up restaurant set in the 60s and 70s, which 
hopefully will take place in September.

I also want to take this opportunity to thank our 
user groups Heather Lucas, Nicci Evans, Ben Nadin, 
Bowling groups and Kevin Jones all who help to keep 
The Stute open.

The money raised by this event is really useful, it 
helps the directors to plan for the future and secure its 
existence for at least a decade.

We are always after new users and supporters, at 
present we need a new secretary, can you help me to 
fill this role.  Contact me through the ACN.

Once again a very very big thanks to everyone who 
attended and helped us to save the old girl.        Mike

Halmer End receives help 
WORLDWIDE

These four young men were introduced to me by 
Heather Lucas from our user group Yoga and Tai Chi 
teacher, they have been willingly helping me to keep 
the outside area tidy and weed free.  The CIC is 
extremely grateful to these Elders as they have no 
affiliation to Halmer End or the CIC but were willing 
to give their time and volunteer to help us.  Below is an 
introduction to their back grounds.

Pictured above with Councillor Beech left to right,
Elder Benjamin Johnson, I am from Layton, Utah,in 
the United States of America.  I have been over here 
for nearly 2 years and have loved this beautiful 
country!  All the work in our church is voluntary and 
we get called to different areas to serve so there are 
many different ways in which I will serve for the rest of 
my life.

My name is Elder Elias Roth, I am from Salzburg, 
Austria (the sound of music city).  Coming from 
Austria a country rich of culture, I really enjoy the 
history in the beautiful country of England. 

I loved being around so many wonderful people at 
your community centre.  Your village has such a 
welcoming spirit and being so far away from home it 
means a lot to me.  I feel so much kindness from you 
all and I want to thank you for that. 

My name is Joachim Stenholm Paulsen.  I was born 
and raised in Denmark, by a loving mother and father. 
I have three younger sisters, which means that I am the 
oldest.  We used to spend a lot of time together, as a 
family, and I love them dearly.  I loved playing football, 
so it was good that I came to England, where it is a big 
sport as well.
Other than spending time with my family, and playing 
football, I enjoyed spending time with my friends, 
walking my dogs, watching tv-shows etc.

Hi everyone, my name is David Mataele.  I was 
raised by loving parents at a small country called 
Tonga.  Tonga is one of the smallest islands in the 
South Pacific, which is close to Fiji and New Zealand.  
It has a population of about 150,000 people.  It’s a 
tropical island and very humid as well.  I am here in 
England for two years as a missionary for the church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and I have enjoyed 
living here in England for a short amount of time.  
One of my favourite things to do back home is doing 
gardening with my mum.

Whilst being with us the Elders have taken an 
interest in our Crown Green Bowling Club and enjoy 
the friendship our team members offer, regrettably 
they will moving on and we will lose our international 
tag.  It’s been an absolute pleasure working and 
meeting such well mannered, polite, helpful, and 
honourable young men.  I wish them all the greatest 
success in their adventure through life.        Mike

The Stute - Raising of the Phoenix
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          Audley Patient Panel
                                  

Giving every patient at Audley Health Centre a voice 

                    Audleypatientpanel@yahoo.co.uk                                                                                             
     

Telephone Triage
The Nurses at our practice operate a Telephone Triage Service at set times am and pm 
Monday to Friday.  If you are on the Triage list for a call, please ensure that you are 
available to take the call as further call backs outside of the set Triage hours cannot 
be accommodated.
 

E.P.S, is coming soon find out about it first
Electronic prescription service is a new way of delivering your repeat 
prescriptions.  EPS enables prescribers-such as GPs and practice nurses-to send 
prescriptions electronically to a dispenser (such as a pharmacy) of the patient’s 
choice.  This makes the prescribing and dispensing process more efficient and 
convenient for patients and staff.  Some of the advantages are:
Less time signing prescriptions and dealing with queries which gives us 

greater control of the prescriptions, the repeat prescriptions processed more efficiently with greater 
flexibility.   

Please ask someone at the Health Centre or at any pharmacy or dispensing appliance contractor that offers EPS 
to add your nomination for you.  Nomination means you choose a place for your GP practice to electronically 
send your prescription to.  You don’t need a computer to use EPS. 

EPS is reliable, secure and confidential.  Your electronic prescription will be seen by the same people in GP 
practices, pharmacies and NHS prescription payment and fraud agencies that see your paper prescription now, if 
you collect repeat prescriptions you will not have to visit your GP practice just to pick up your paper 
prescription.  Instead, your GP will send the prescription electronically to the place you choose, saving you time.
 

Over the past few months there has been a rise in Patients leaving their cars on the car park 
following their appointments or their visit to the pharmacy.

Parking should be used by Patients during their visit only and removed to alternative car 
parks immediately after.  Leaving their cars on the Health Centre while continuing with 
their shopping or any other activity is not allowed.  It only takes a few cars left on the car 
park to make it difficult for other patients who are arriving for their appointments. 
Inconsiderate parking causes problems for our frail and elderly patients especially those who 
have reduced mobility.  

 

The Dementia advisory service will be holding a clinic at our Health Centre on the 
first Thursday of the month.  If you need more information or to book an 
appointment please ring 01782 214 999.
This is a free and confidential service providing Support and advice to patients and 
carers. 
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61~
63

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME UNDER ONE ROOF            Silverdale  61-63 HIGH STREET, SILVERDALE, NEWCASTLE, STAFFS - ST5 6LY

01782 624422

Manufacture, design and fit 
quality kitchens and bedrooms

www.ssfurniture.co.uk

The perfect bathroom  
solution for every home

www.blissbathrooms.co.uk

01782 626108

61~
63

When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

Audley Parish Goes Pink
SEPTEMBER 10TH – 17TH 2016

Following the success of the last 2 years and the 
amazing amount of over £17,000 raised we are holding 
another Pink Week, 9th – 17th September when there 
will again be many different events throughout the 
Parish and some just before or just after, helping to 
raise awareness of Breast Cancer and also money for 
research into this.

Locally we are also extremely pleased to welcome 
sponsors from last year and thank them for their 
continued support and also new sponsors.  

We are now supported by business and some 
individuals from across the whole of the Parish.  
THANK YOU ALL.

Watch for the flyers and posters giving information 
as to what is happening where and when.
For further information or if you wish to volunteer to 
help during Pink Week please contact:

Peter Shore 01782 721069 or Dylis Cornes 01782 
720289
Or email dylis.cornes@gmail.com or Sandra Ginnis 
at audleyparishgoespink@hotmail.com
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In April, Angela Rutter visited us 
with Rosie, a beautiful, well behaved, 
friendly little dog.  It was 
disappointing to hear that North 
Staffs has the worst record for 
animal cruelty in the country.  The 
RSPCA was founded in 1824 – 5 

years before the police force was formed.  Dogs were 
used in both wars, taking meds and messages to the 
frontline, and the RSPCA raised money to doctor 
animals injured during the wars.

Soldiers had a dog fund to look after dogs while trying 
to get them back through quarantine.  Ten thousand 
were put to sleep and 6,000 were saved.  Angela 
wanted to promote microchipping, which is available 
free.  The details are on the RSPCA website.  Angela 
told many funny stories but one thing I can agree with 
is that “dogs have owners, cats have staff.”

Earlier in the year the WI made cakes in support of 
‘Clean for the Queen’, which, due to poor weather was 
not as well supported as they’d hoped, but well done to 
all the volunteers.  Hopefully the WI will be selling 
cakes for ‘Breast Cancer Day’.

In June we enjoyed a really nice birthday party, a lovely 
meal that included a big ham, a large salmon, which 
was beautifully presented, together with Cheshire 
potatoes, various salads and breads.  You really need to 
sample Beech Tree Caterers’ raspberry roulade and 
cheesecake – it is amazing.  Dorothy Whittaker cut the 
birthday cake and then we enjoyed entertainment 
from ‘The Kipling Singers’.

We are busy knitting squares for those with dementia.  
Apparently they help dementia patients to focus.  We 
sew buttons, ribbons, etc, on them.  I was interested to 
hear that Audley is taking part in Dementia Friendly 
Project.  
A while ago I was caring for a lady with onset of 
dementia and whenever she got confused and got lost 
in the village there was always a friendly villager to 
help her find home.  In fact Stephen, the milkman 
(who has passed away) escorted her from the top of 
Audley to our WI meeting in our previous location, 
the Church Hall.

In September we have Joy Stevens, her talk is called 
‘My Life Inside’.  Then in October Mike Herbert is 
going to talk about the “Regeneration of Trentham  
Gardens’, which should be interesting.  It is brilliant 
what they have achieved so far and it is a lovely walk 
around the lake.  I just wish it wasn’t so expensive to 
get in.  I wait and save the 2 for 1 offers in the Sentinel.

Beverley Sutton will visit us in November to inform us 
what the future is for Newcastle in Bloom.  Maybe you 
have noticed that the WI have made a miniature 
garden, pictured, outside the Pensioner’s Hall with our 

Newcastle in Bloom stake (which celebrated Newcastle 
in Bloom 25 years) that we have made to celebrate the 
WI’s 100 year birthday.

We have planted bulbs, two Jam and Jerusalem WI 
roses, and plants for the summer.  It looks lovely and is 
well worth the hard work we put into it.  I shall never 
forget our member Sue Wood wielding her pickaxe, 
and we all had to duck!

We enjoyed our 
young theatre 
players’ 
production 
‘Thoroughly 
Modern Millie’. 
We have some 
seriously 
talented 
youngsters in 
our theatre.  
Well done all of 
you.
In October our 
group outing is 
going to be a 
visit to the 
Lancaster 
Castle.

It should be 
good, especially 
so if the 
weather is kind, 
although (touch 

wood) we’ve always had good weather for our trips.
If you would like to come and visit us, come to the 

Pensioners Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month 
at 7pm for 7.15pm.  
Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for more 
information.

Audley & District WI News 2016

Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Seasonal Baskets & Shrubs
Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Seasonal Bedding Plants Available
Baskets & Shrubs

Gardening Advice Given FREE!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING, 
HOLISTIC THERAPY,  

PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

PurityWell the countdown to Christmas has already begun, 
and I suppose that by the time you read this there will 
already be Christmas cards in the shops. 

School uniform is on sale even before the six week 
holidays these days and Mothers Union are organising 
their Christmas Tree Festival as we speak. 

Well for Operation Christmas Child the preparation 
has to start just as early to allow time for the boxes to 
be gathered, checked, packaged into pallets and 
shipped to far flung places around the world; some 
even as far as Peru.  This is why we always have a 
deadline of 5th November, to make sure those boxes 
filled with love, reach the children in time for 
Christmas. 

Please check the notice included about our box 
filling morning on 24th September at St James church 
hall. 

Join us if you can for a lovely time of fellowship; 
coffee and tea will be provided.  If you are unable to fill 
a box yourself, then any donations of items to go into 
the boxes will be well received at St James Church 
office.  Alternatively you can contact me and I will 
collect them. 

If time is an issue and you would still like to help 
in some way, then you can go onto the website and 
donate online.  Someone will fill a box for you in your 
name, and you can track when and where your box is 
delivered. 

Keep your eyes open too for the posters about our 
charity meal at The Alessi on 3rd October.  These are 
becoming really popular now, being such good value 
and an evening of fun.  We are very blessed to have 
such a lovely group of people at Alessi who serve the 
community in this way.

Can I finish by thanking all those who took part in any 
way at the Christian Viewpoint Strawberry Fair in 
June.  The day made over £450, of which £300 was 
donated to Operation Christmas Child. 
So many people worked very hard to make the 

morning a success, and many people enjoyed sampling 
the cakes made by Katie Weatherington, otherwise 
known as Kreative Cupcakes. 

Her culinary skills are becoming quite well known 
now through the village. 
If you would like to be involved in any way with the 
organisation of Operation Christmas Child locally, 
then do get in touch. 
There are lots of ways you can help and it will be most 
appreciated by me and the little ones who receive our 
boxes.

Thank you – Josie Knight 
OCC@knightingale.org.uk

Operation Christmas Child 2016
St. James Church Audley
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Scot Hay CC were forced to 
retire from league cricket due 
to dwindling player numbers 
around 10 years ago but due to 
the tremendous efforts of a few 
key people, Scot Hay CC has 
joined the Stone & District 
Cricket league (after only 
playing friendlies for the last 
few seasons).  This means that, 
as well as our regular Friday and 
Saturday nights, the clubhouse 
and bar are now open again on 
Sundays for home fixtures 
against other local teams such as Audley, Leycett, 
Bignall End & Betley.  This has brought some much 
needed attention and revenue to the club.  There is a 
real buzz about the club at the moment and the 
committee is hoping to push the club on to a brighter 
future.
This is ultimately the reason I am getting in touch with 
you now, as we are hoping to plan an event during the 
August bank holiday weekend.  Our idea is to host a 4 
day beer festival from Friday to Monday.  There are 
league cricket matches on Saturday and Sunday and we 
are hoping to organise a 3 team T20 knock out 
tournament on the Bank Holiday Monday.  We see this 
as a great opportunity to raise much needed funds for 
the club as well as raising our profile again.
Everyone at Scot Hay is a volunteer and gives their 
time freely due to the registered charity status we also 
hold.  We have never arranged anything like this 
ourselves in the past so we are in need of help in terms 
of sponsorship to enable us to fund this event, which is 
ultimately why I am contacting you.
We are looking for people or companies to sponsor 
each barrel we have, we are planning to host around 15 

cask ales and 3 craft ciders, the cost to sponsor one of 
these barrels is £80 and in return for this, your 
company name and logo will be added to the barrel, 
along with being printed on our beer menus and 
flyers.  We are also more than happy for you to pass on 
to us any company banners or posters of your own 
which we will place in/around the clubhouse and 
ground.  The best part is this will also entitle you to 
any 5 free pints over the weekend! 
We are also looking to have commemorative glasses 
made for every person attending to take home with 
them containing the Scot Hay CC crest and of course 
the company logo of whoever would like to sponsor 
these.  We are also looking to have any food we hope 
to put on also sponsored.  We are still working out the 
costs of these so if this is something else you may be 
interested in, please let me know.
I believe building relationships with local companies 
and suppliers such as yourselves is key to getting 
ourselves established again to give the local 
community their cricket club/local hub back once 
again along with pushing the cricket team itself onto 
bigger and better things.

Scot Hay 
Cricket Club’s 
Revival
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How green is our village?
Imagine you are one of the pair of kestrels which 
regularly hover over Audley.  Whilst looking for mice 
and other tasty morsels you will notice that your best 

hunting 
ground, Leddys 
Field, blends 
seamlessly with 
the ancient 
Church Yard.

This bridges 
New Road to 
flow into the 
Millennium 
Green and on 
into the 
extensive 

allotments and Alsager Road playground.
Right in the centre of the village only two cottages 

divide your hunting ground from the delightful 
surprise of a natural sitting/playing area, Margaret’s 
Garden, between the Co-op and Tesco.  Here shoppers 
are cheered by carefully chosen buddleia, a variety of 
geums, a bog garden with flag irises and exotic 
gunnera and crocosmia and 2000 daffodils in season.

Across Church Street the grounds of 16th Century 
Audley House and the Rectory (is it a rectory or 
vicarage?) led out of the village to blend with the 
cricket ground and fields along Nantwich road.  Taken 
together these form a green finger threading its way 
across and around the village close enough to each 
other for hedgehogs and toads to be found hibernating 

in Margaret’s Garden.  Badgers, foxes, rabbits, 
squirrels, tiny yellow newts, a heron on his morning 
visit, coots, moorhens and a heron in our new urban 
wood that an inspired elderly resident thought of and 
hard working councillors fought to realise to prevent 
Leddys Field from becoming a landfill site only 25 
years ago.

This July The Chair of the British Chamber of 
Commerce in China, who has Audley connections, 
brought a Chinese Mayor to stay in Audley for a rest 
on his business tour of Britain meeting other Mayors 
including his friend Ian Wilkes.  He said, “Chinese like 
Britain for its atmosphere and openness and Audley 
has the best of both.’’ 
You will perhaps write in about your favourite green 
areas in Audley that I have missed out, and send 
photos.  How green is our village?  Very green indeed!  
Make full use of it over the summer.
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North West Staffordshire Community First 
Responders (NWS CFRs) and Staffs Medical 
Solutions have completed Autism & Asperger’s 
Syndrome awareness training this week to enable 
them to help meet the needs of their patients.  
“Around 700,000 people may be autistic [in the 
UK], or more than 1 in 100 in the population” 
state the National Autistic Society (http://www.
autism.org.uk/about/what-is/myths-facts-stats.
aspx).  “This is a surprising number”, said Kathy 
Stubbs (Community First Responder), “and we 
want to be able to provide effective treatment to 
all our patients in a calm and professional 
manner, without unintentionally antagonising 
anyone.

By having some awareness training we are now 
much more confident in knowing that our newly-
acquired “Autism-friendly” approach will benefit not 
only the patient but also influence our outcome.”

The training was provided by Machita Denny from 
Insight Autism Consultancy (www.insightautism.
co.uk), who, as a mother of twin sons both with 
Asperger’s Syndrome knows and understands what it’s 
like living and interacting with people who have the 
condition.  “People who have Autism live with a high 
level of anxiety every day due to the bombardment of 
sensory information and just from living their lives”, 
said Machita.  “Autism is a life-long condition which 
people struggle with throughout their lives.  Each day 
is a new experience for them as there are always 
differences between each day’s activities and 
interactions.

By providing awareness training for the CFRs I have 
given them the tools to be able to deliver an “Autism-
friendly” approach that can be used with anyone as 
well as those who have Autism.
Group with certificates seen top right:
Left to Right: Martyn Hunt, Kathy Stubbs, Machita 
Denny, Gino Pulizzi, Mike Prickett, Paul Rodrigues, 
Adam Davies and Stephen Thornber

Additional Information:
http://www.insightautism.co.uk
Insight Autism Consultancy is a unique service based 
in Staffordshire providing local, regional and national 
autism services.  Machita will provide a tailor made 
service that is designed to meet your needs relating to 
Autism which includes Aspergers Syndrome.

Machita offers a number of services for the local 
community including Group training and 
presentations, conference training and presentations, 
consultancy services for organisations and individuals, 
one to one provision, telephone or email consultancy, 
advocacy services, guest speaker, individual family 
support, project work and conference organiser.  
Contact: machita.iac@btinternet.com or 07454 500 
106 for more details. 
www.facebook.com/pages/Insight-Autism-

Consultancy-Machita-Denny/1520998354783748
www.linkedin.com/pub/machita-denny/73/602/524. 
NWS Community First Responders
North West Staffordshire Community First 
Responders are part of a large team of volunteers 
across the country that dedicates their spare time to 
their communities.  The volunteers respond to 999 
medical emergencies and the NWS Community First 
Responders primarily cover the Kidsgrove and Audley 
areas respectively but are often needed as far out as 
Mow Cop, Birches Head and Newcastle Under Lyme. 
Community First Responder groups play a vital part in 
supporting the work done by the Ambulance Service 
Trusts by providing community-based fully trained 
personnel to respond to 999 medical emergencies 
ahead of the full time crew, who may be otherwise 
located or engaged.

The team’s primary aim is to attend to cardiac arrests 
where use of an AED (Automated External 
Defibrillator) in the first few minutes is critical in 
providing the patient with the best chance of survival; 
for every minute without defibrillation the patient’s 
chances of survival reduce by 10% so time is of the 
essence.  Being based in the community CFRs can 
often deliver this treatment within a few minutes, 
thereby improving the patient’s chances of survival 
even before the crew arrives.

Community First Responder groups are self-funded 
and are always on the lookout for sponsors, donations 
and volunteers.  The funds for the Autism training 
were donated by Medanaid.  If you would like to 
support NWS Community First Responders contact us 
at nwscfr@gmail.com. 
Staffs Medical Solutions
www.staffssolutionsgroup.co.uk/medical.html
Staffs Medical Solutions offers you medical cover for 
small to medium events or an addition to larger event 
staff, with a high level of medical cover for your event.

You can relax knowing that your event has medical 
cover, with staff from a range of medical backgrounds: 
First Aid, Ambulance Responders, and Nursing. Staff 
Medical Solutions, part of the Staffs Solutions Group 
provide medical cover to a high standard to meet your 
event requirements.

Community First Responders 
Become Autism-Friendly
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We are Spokes Bikeshop LTD located in Silverdale.
We cater for all things pedal powered.

Open Mon - Fri 9am- 6pm
Sat 9am - 2pm

Each weekend you will see archers passing the 
Library in Audley.

This local archery club has now been going 
since July 2007.

Every Saturday morning at 10am about 30 
members meet at the end of Hall Street by the 
steps into the woods.

A large section of the woods is cordoned off and 
a course of 6 to 8 targets is laid out.
Groups of 3 to 6 archers shoot at each target in a set 
order, following a planned route through the 
woods.
Archery continues until around 1pm.
The club welcomes anyone who wishes to try 
archery.
If you want to have a go, all you need are stout shoes. 
The ground in the woods at Leddys can be uneven and 
steep.
The club has all the equipment needed for anyone 
from 7 to 70 to try.
The Club may be called Bowmen, but we have Boys, 
Girls and Ladies shooting each weekend.
Our trained coaches and relaxed informal atmosphere 
makes it a happy place.
The 3 hours on a Saturday cost just £4.
If you want to try, call Mandy on 01782 721731 so we 
can bring a bow and arrows for you.
 
Bowmen at the Party in the Park pictured top right.
The bowmen from Audley Parish were out in force on 
the weekend of the Queen’s birthday.

The club hosted a 2-day have-a-go weekend at Clough 
Hall Park at Kidsgrove.
Saturday saw the targets laid out under the wooded 
canopy at the North end of Clough Hall Park and on 
the Sunday in the main arena.
Over 200 people tried Archery, shooting targets up to 
30 metres away.
As well as a donation to the charities of the day, the 
club raised funds for new large format safety nets.

Audley Parish Bowmen meet each Saturday in 
Leddys Field at the end of Hall Street (past the 
Library).
An archery session lasts from 10am to 1pm.

The club has all the equipment you may need for a 
session.  Please call Mandy to let the club know you are 
coming and they will bring the bows and arrows.
All are welcome.

Audley Parish Bowmen
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My Life In The Royal The Navy by David Lovatt - Stories Continue.

We said our good-byes on the 
morning after Lord 
Mountbatten’s funeral for a 
thoroughly deserved long 
weekend break.  However, 
revision was required for three 
keys exams the following week.

I travelled back to HMS 
Mercury on the afternoon of 
Sunday 9th September to prepare 
for the week ahead.  My course 
colleagues did the same and we 
briefly exchanged tales of our 
involvement in events prior to 
some late night swotting for the 
busy week ahead.  A nervous, 
demanding few days ensued, a 
written exam on the technical 
aspects of radio, culminating in the 
practical side of setting up a warships communications 
systems.  We all succeeded, and celebrated with a party 
in the nearby village of East Meon, before going our 
separate ways.  
  
The ceremonial events of late summer meant many 
courses had to be rescheduled and I was unable to 
undertake Petty Officer Leadership Course prior to 
joining HMS Minerva at Plymouth on the 15th 
October 1979.  Like the Diomede, Minerva was a 
Leander Class Frigate, so I was familiar with the ships 
layout.

However, Minerva, commissioned in 1966, had 
recently completed a major refit.  Key improvements 
included the twin 4.5 inch gun being replaced by 4 
Exocet missile launchers, removing the Limbo mortars 
so that the flight deck could be extended to 
accommodate the new Lynx helicopter, which was 
faster and more capable than the Wasp, adding 6 
torpedo launchers, two Bofors guns and 2 Seacat 
missile launchers.

There had been some modification and additions to 
radio equipment, but armed with all the recent 
knowledge from my course I felt confident. 
 
There was little time to settle in as the ship underwent 
Operational Sea Training (OST) at Portland.  At that 
time OST was dreaded by everyone from the Captain 
downwards.  

There was little training - we were expected to know 
everything before arriving at Portland, where OST 
Staff constantly monitored all activities and evolutions, 
barking orders should things not be going to plan and 
creating an aura of fear throughout the ship.

During summer months holiday makers in nearby 
Weymouth witnessed RN ships charging around 
playing war-games and must have fancied a life at sea.

However, OST was an energy sapping, tense 
experience, and several Captains and First Lieutenants 
were known to have been removed from their ships for 
not achieving the required standards.  

We all worked hard, ticking off the days, and then 
weeks until the final sixth week culminating in 
Minerva planning and executing the weekly Thursday 
war.  From sailing under radio silence, leading a 
convoy through a minefield, detecting and engaging 
enemy forces, being hit by bombs/shells, extinguishing 
imaginary fires and conducting subsequent damage 
repairs, and eventually repelling the foe.  On return to 
harbour we eagerly awaited the Admirals assessment 
of our performance, anything less than Satisfactory 
would see us remaining at Portland for a few more 
weeks!  However, our hard teamwork had paid 
dividends and Minerva achieved a ‘Good’ assessment.  
Minerva returned to base port at Plymouth to prepare 
for deployment and Christmas leave.

In the spring of 1980 Minerva deployed to the 
Mediterranean.  This was a routine deployment where 
the ship would partake in exercises with other NATO 
Navies and have several welcoming port visits.  The 
first of these was Ibiza.  It wasn’t quite the Ibiza many 
know.  It was cold, wet, and the sea stormy, plus many 
of Ibiza’s bars and nightlife was still closed for winter.

On sailing we undertook some low key exercises/
manoeuvres with other units prior to a short visit to 
Cartagena in Spain.  The ship received regular 
intelligence updates, one key subject was the 
movements of the new Soviet aircraft carrier Kiev, 
which had recently entered the Mediterranean, and 
Minerva was directed to locate, shadow and gather 
information.  Kiev was located in sheltered anchorage 
off Hammamet, Tunisia, fuelling from a tanker in her 
escort group, which also contained air defence 
destroyers.  Kiev looked impressive, modern sleek lines 
with a multitude of missile silos and numerous radars, 
aerials and sensors, which was of great interest to 
Western Navies attempting to assess its military 
capabilities.  Minerva closed in, maintained radio 
silence whilst passively using our Electronic Warfare 
sensors to monitor and record Kiev’s emissions and 
photographing in detail all areas of the superstructure. 



37AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAhOO.CO.uk FeatUres

Eventually when Kiev did sail with her escort group, 
Minerva followed and apart from our White Ensign 
prominently fluttering from the yardarm, appeared to 
have integrated and become part of the Soviet Group!

Minerva shadowed Kiev for over a week, noting and 
recording every aspect of her operations before we 
broke away to resume our programme.  By late Spring 
the Mediterranean sea had calmed and in early May 
we docked in a sunny Corfu along with our sister ship 
HMS Bacchante.  This was to be an ‘unofficial visit’ 
- no ceremonial events, just an opportunity for 
everyone to relax and sample the delights of a beautiful 
island - which everyone did - until tragedy struck.

Some of the sailors from Bacchante took a rigid 
rubber boat with an outboard motor to one of the local 
beaches, where inevitably they met a British family and 
in due course offered them a short trip in the boat.

Unfortunately, at some point the young daughter fell 
overboard and in grasping for the boat, the propeller 

sliced her arm off.  When the news reached the ships, 
everyone was shocked and for the remainder of the 
visit there was a sombre atmosphere onboard. 

On sailing, the atmosphere improved as we got back 
into the disciplined routine of being back at sea.  We 
continued with our exercises prior to heading for 
Gibraltar towards the end of May for our last port visit 
prior to returning to Plymouth.  It was the last 
opportunity to buy ‘Rabbits’ - Naval slang for presents, 
and visit the many bars which were traditional sailors 
haunts.  We also had the obligatory ‘Rock Race’, - a 
road race commencing at sea level in the Dockyard 
and swiftly meandering and rising to the top of 
Gibraltar like a very, very, extended Peggy’s Bank!  
Our Mess excelled and won the team prize!
Minerva returned to Plymouth for summer leave and 
then an extended maintenance period. 

Follow David’s journey in our next issue.

Opening 25th September at 
11.30am. 

Anyone that has been using 
or visiting Audley Community 
Centre recently will have 
noticed that ‘things are 
changing’.  The old Bar area has 
been replaced by oak bi folding 
doors that are matched on 

either side, and the new wall is blue!
But that’s not all; the entire hall is having a facelift, 

be assured that ‘things have to get worse before they 
get better; trust us’ 

But it’s what is happening behind those locked bi 
fold doors that matters, because this is the home of the 
new Audley Parish Charity Shop. 
If you thought that things were changing outside wait 
until you see what they are doing in there. 

Once completed and when the Charity Shop is open, 
the bi fold doors will draw across to expose a 
permanent shop display.  Under the guidance of Sue 
Harrison our shop manager who trained and worked 
as a visual merchandiser for many years it’s all looking 
a bit professional.  Very smart, with new flooring, new 
lighting and plenty of shelving and racking for her 
many displays.

To decide what to call our shop we ran a 
competition on Facebook and amongst our users.  The 
winning suggestion came from Skye one of our youth 
club members and with a slight tweak of her 
suggestion the name ‘The Attic’ was chosen. 
The Attic Logo has being modelled to look much as 
our letterhead and identifies the local parish villages 
surrounding Audley to emphasise that this facility is 
for the benefit of all local residents.

But charity begins at home.  Just because we will 
have a posh shop it does not mean that posh prices will 
follow as you will always pick up a bargain at THE 
ATTIC, their prices being much cheaper than the 
charity shops in town.

We do appreciate that not everyone can get into the 
Centre on a Wednesday morning so we may have to 
open more often to accommodate our shoppers but 
that is something to decide upon when we are up and 
running.  Initially and in addition to our Wednesday 
Coffee Morning it will be possible to call around on 
Monday morning as that is our usual prep and sorting 
time.  Additional openings may require more staffing, 
so if you have an interest in working as a volunteer 
with us please let us know.  We don’t ask for a big 
commitment but do appreciate any and all help given.

But none of this could have happened had it not 
been for the ongoing generosity of the people that 
donate items to us.  The total cost of the refurbishment 
and shop fittings will have been met from the proceeds 
of previous Wednesday Coffee Mornings with all 
unsold items being donated to other local charities. 

So why not come along to The Attic official opening 
on September the 25th as part of our 20th Birthday 
Party celebrations, and have a look at what has been 
happening, taking pride like us, in the achievements of 
a community that works together helping each other.  
                 Dot Bourne  Community Centre.

The Attic

AARDWOlF 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FULLY INsUred
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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Autumn Sale
St James’ Church Audley

Church Hall

October 22nd 2016

Open 9.30am to 11.30am

Many stalls, including Bric-a-brac, 
Cakes and Scones, Books and Raffles.

Refreshments will be available
All are welcome

GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.
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SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS

BULBS AND SEEDS AVAILABLE

HORSLEYS

LOGS,  
COAL &  
STICKS 

FOR SALE

DIY TOOLS & SUPPLIES

SAND | CEMENT | PLASTER

WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

GARDEN TOOLS

BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS

HORSE & DOG FEED

EVERYTHING 
YOU NEED UNDER 

ONE ROOF

H O RT I C U LT U R A L  &  D O M E S T I C  H A R DWA R E

63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY.  TEL: 01782 720507

FREE LOCAL DELIVERYFREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARk ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. also 24hr recovery service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

ElEctronic cigarEttES aVailaBlE

 

DAily pApers - MAgAzines - sweets - 
ChoColAte - householD neeDs

Best vAlue loCAlly.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a DvD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night / 
20 new releases every month.  need to send 
a fax or have something laminated?  
we are agents for DrY clEaning.



RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

tEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
Email:  sales@williamrileys.co.uk

williAM riley & sons ltD.

seeDsMen - ironMongers - hArDwAre - 
AgriCulturAl & hortiCulturAl MerChAnts

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

            saturday 9am to 12.30pm.

Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

the regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

at competitive prices. 
tel 07989 567227

Brochures & samples available

84 stephens way Bignall end sot st7 8NL

email: axelmayer@btinternet.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk


