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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

The Swan Inn

++

Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

ﬁnd your

sunwithshine

Slimming World
TUESDAY

Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

Tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’

Tel: Clare 07808 192011

Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ £2.20 per pint
5pm-8pm.
Draught & Cask Beers
Oakhams Academy of Excellence
visit the website to read Liz’s story

01782 720622

slimmingworld.co.uk
0344 897 8000

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Editor.

We once again welcome you to a new
issue of your Audley Community
News magazine.
As you will see we have had to
introduce another 4 pages to our
magazine as we continue to try to
accommodate the ever increasing
articles submitted for publication.
We at the Audley Community
News welcome all kinds of news
from around our parish, but all we
ask for is to receive it in good time.
Often, despite us giving a deadline
for an article, they still end up
coming in at the very last moment,
then sadly we have to disappoint by
being unable to publish them as the
lack of space wont permit.
We have therefore decided to use a
first come first served policy, unless
space has been booked by the sender.
All we ask for is a little more
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co-operation and we will do our very
best to accommodate as many as
possible.
Over the past few months a
number of community issues have
been raised in our villages.
Our villages have been a target for
anti-social behaviour by gangs of
teenagers many of them from outside
our area. This has been a major
problem for residents and the PCSOs
that patrol our streets.
Our parish is not alone with these
kind of problems. If problems occur
please make sure they are reported to
the authorities.
Our parish is the envy of many,
especially with the fantastic
voluntary groups who provide so
much for the community.
Let us hope this continues.
So now it’s time to sit back put
your feet up and enjoy reading your
magazine. E. Moulton.

On Target For Fun

Audley Parish Bowmen continue to
thrive as a club and in 2015 invested
in new targets, archery equipment
and safety netting.
If you are in Audley on a Saturday
morning you may see lots of men,
women and children carrying long
bags and arrows walking along Hall
Street on their way to Leddys Field.
Each Saturday we gather at the
end of Hall Street around 10am. We
cordon off the woods at the south

end of Leddys Field and lay out a
pre-planned course of targets in
the woods. Our Targets are 3D
Foam Animal targets, (including a
dinosaur) and are set out to
simulate a hunting scenario.
No-one hunts real animals; that
is not allowed in the UK. We just
set up a hunting scene to make the
targets difficult and interesting.
The targets are set at different
distances, next to trees, up and
down slopes and at angles to make
them fun to try to hit them with
the arrows.
We put out between 5 and 7
targets and small groups of about 5
archers shoot at each target.
Everyone fires up to 3 arrows at
each target, stopping when the
target is hit.
Once everyone has shot, the
group moves to the next target.
The course of targets is generally
shot about 3 times.
Pictured opposite we see Beth
Moody after a day’s target practice
giving her favourite dinosaur a well
earned hug.
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The Club has all the equipment
for anyone to just turn up and have
a go. All that is needed is some
stout footwear as the ground is a bit
uneven.
We have qualified coaches and
bows for anyone over 8 years old.
We are very safety conscious, and
any visitors are supervised on a
one-to-one basis.
We always make sure people are
properly trained to use bows and
arrows and understand our safety
rules.
If you would like to try Field
Archery, please call Mandy on 01782
721731 and we’ll make sure we have
a bow ready for you.
A session from 10am to 1pm costs
just £4 per person. You will leave
with some fun memories.
Even though we only use the
woods on Saturdays, we always try
to collect any litter left by other
people in the woods.
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Features from around our parish

Halmer End WMC
1923- 2016

A lifetime to build but only seconds to destroy.
Halmer End Workingmen’s Club was once the centre
of our village community, used for recreation,
relaxation, parties, weddings, funerals and for the good

times and bad. Sadly it is no more.
On March 30th in the early evening the building was
destroyed, razed to the ground. As to why or who or
what was responsible is yet to be determined.
The shock for adjacent families living only yards away
from the disused club fire will be vivid in their minds
for a long time to come.
The fire at Halmer End Working Men’s Club which is
believed to have been started deliberately is just another
example of the neglect in our villages. Standing empty
for over 7 years it was an obvious target to be vandalised
and destroyed. Did anyone care what would happen to
this building? This once hub of the community,
obviously not.
Now it’ll be left to be demolished and make the site
secure, a little late one may say.
But the question has to be asked, why did it stand
vacant for 7 years, surely the 70 or so surviving
members of the club had a say in its future and what
about compensation? Were the former members ever
contacted to be asked about its future?
These questions should have been dealt with many
years ago, not left.
I expect a number have now sadly passed away, all
their hard work gone down the drain or should I say up
in smoke.
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It’s the parents, grandparents of the members who
contributed to the building of the club originally.
Like the institute in the village this was neglected and
once owned by the miners and then sold on. This
should not have happened, it belongs to the hard
working colliers that originally raised the cash, a few
pence a week from their wages. So should descendants
have the final word on its destiny?
Local Councillor Avril Frankish said “Residents have
been complaining about the state of the building for
years and I have raised the risk of anti-social behaviour
and criminal damage with council officers, with Aspire
Housing and also the Parish Council.
Although I am sad about the fire at a local landmark,
I hope that this will force a resolution”.
Many of the senior members of the village will
remember the happier times from their club days.
David Hardy a resident of the village recalls Halmer
End WMC from the past when children would be
excitedly waiting for the coaches for the club trip to
Blackpool. Standing in their Sunday best with a bottle
of Ricky and a bag of Smiths crisps-with the blue salt
bag and also a little brown envelope with some pennies
provided from money raised at the club. The kids
thought they had everything and they did. Happy
childhood memories all in the past and gone forever,
very sad.
Other former members recall the excitement of
waiting outside the doors on Christmas Eve and New
Years Eve to get a seat, members only remember. On
these events in those days regulars had their “allotted
seats”.
One such stalwart was Mr Club, Jim Prendagast and
Cedric Pepper, these men were corner stones of the club.
Alas Cedric is no longer with us and would be
devastated at this current situation.
Let us now hope that no councils or builders take
advantage of this tragic event and are allowed to cash in
on the sites.
I can’t imagine what the residents living close to the
building must have felt as their homes and lives were
put into so much danger.
If as it is thought, it had been caused by a deliberate
act of arson, let us hope that some decent person comes
forward with the correct information to have the people
responsible prosecuted.
People of that mentality often re-offend and need to
be caught before more damage is done elsewhere.
Maybe we should take this as a warning, as other sites
in our villages could be targeted, but next time someone
may get hurt.
So there we have it, the legacy left to our village lies in
ruins waiting for the bulldozer.
Very sad, but if you know who perpetrated this
episode please report it to the police.
We wish to thank Barrie Sayers for the use of his
excellent picture of the fire.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Congratulations Laura and Stuart
Miss Laura Dobson aged 25 of Bignall End and Mr
Stuart Reed aged 28 of Chell Green were married on
Easter Sunday 27th March 2016 at 2pm in Crewe Hall,
Crewe, Cheshire.
Laura is a Special Educational
Needs Tutor for Young Adults
at Regent College in Shelton.
Stuart is a Sales Person with
AutoNet Insurance in Burslem.
The couple honeymooned for
a few days in Chester, one of
their favourite places to visit.
Proud father Peter Dobson
gave Laura away with a tearful
but delighted mother of the
bride, Dawn, by his side.
The bridesmaids were
Rebecca Dobson (sister), Abi
Barth (friend), Gemma Merritt
(cousin) and the groomsman was Andrew Dobson
(brother). Also in attendance were page boy Bobby
Reed and flower girl Mia Gould-Smith.
The weather couldn’t make up its mind what it
wanted to do. Sun shining in the morning with rain in
the afternoon, but despite the weather this was the
perfect venue and day for both Laura and Stuart.
Laura and Stuart wish to say a very big thank you to
both sets of parents for the wonderful day which had
been organised for this special event in their lives.
Also a big thank you to the following: all friends and
family who attended the wedding; Lou Tickle of Tickle
Photography of Nottingham; Movie by photography
student Brent Sutton of Keele, Cake by Kreative

The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts
Call in at The Cobbles 36/38 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.

Kupcakes of Audley; Flowers by Ginty Thorley of
Bignall End; Folded Book Gift by Lisa McLaughlin of
Bignall End; Catering and Venue by Crewe Hall; DJ by
Kyle Bould of Bignall End and Speciality Wedding Hair,
Makeup and Nails by Purity of Bignall End.
It was a fantastic day and everyone enjoyed
themselves.
Congratulations from the Audley Community News.

Carpets at warehouse prices
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years
80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y
100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
Present this advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
Mon, tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10.30

- 5.30. Thurs 10.30 - 4. Open Sunday 10.30 - 2
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Green Audley 2016

The unique asset of some villages is fine buildings,
others boast modern infrastructure.
Some offer accessibility to excellent facilities.
It is rare to find a village that combines all three
benefits. We do.

Audley’s unique asset is its blend of old and new. Fine
architectural features but friendly and accessible
services. Drive and you see a thriving village, semirural, both practical and pretty. Cycle and you see well
cared for homes, gardens and green spaces giving a feel
of energetic residents. Walk and you see interesting
independent shops, the old church, flowers in bloom,
busy people. Push your way around with a pram,
walker or wheelchair you find friendly faces and chat, a
tonic!
I have spent 22 years popping around Audley in each
of these ways. Shopping locally I can get my vegetables,
candles, nails, spoons, spades, flowers, plants, hair dos,
craft materials, furniture, wool, gifts for adults and
children, snacks and meals, of course oatcakes and
meat, all with a joke and a smile. And when I add my
walks round all 6 wards delivering leaflets for things
like Pink Week, I begin to feel I am an expert on exactly
what Audley looks like.
What does it Look like?
Uniquely friendly but functional. A relaxed green
village where everyone belongs. Where we are accepted
as we are.
Now it’s 2016. A NEW YEAR. Let’s make it greener.
For example on the wildlife and wildflower front,
Kate da Cruz an associate landscape architect to a
national regeneration company sends you a message,

Audley Community News
“Your village is surrounded by farming land and a
maturing urban wood, Leddys Field. When buying
plants or seeds remember to blend with the nature
around you - native plants, natural planting schemes,
bug, bird and butterfly friendly gardens.” If you need
inspiration and information there are many places to
visit nearby.
For information see The Great British Gardens
website: http://www.greatbritishgardens.co.uk/
Then throughout spring, thousands of delicate
wildflowers will burst into bloom in our ancient
woodlands, making for a magical walking experience.
Daffodils are among the first to flower - take a trip to
the Trust’s Georges Hayes reserve in Longdon next
March to see the county’s largest colony of native
daffodils, which are smaller and more delicate than
their cultivated counterparts. Later on in the year,
during May, bluebells take centre stage, transforming
the woodland floor into a sea of blue and emerald.
And it’s not just a feast for the eyes - the drooping
flowers emit a subtle fragrance too. The Trust’s Parrot’s
Drumble reserve in Newcastle-under-Lyme and
Jackson’s Coppice near Eccleshall have great displays, or
check out your nearest local woodland.
Other flowers to look out for include stitchwort,
ragged robin, moschatel, celandine, wood sorrel and
wood anemone.
Further away as summer comes is The National
Wildflower Centre in Knowsley, Liverpool. Just looking
at the website will excite gardeners. It is my favourite
day out and I have lots of photographs of it.
Anyone wanting to know more about it or to visit get
in touch as I often go to Liverpool and am happy to
help.
If you don’t have a garden of your own I dig in three!
One mine, the communal land in Hill Terrace and my
favourite, Margaret’s garden along the side of the Co-op
where I volunteer. Come and help!
Contact me on 01782 722959 or val.pearson@me.com
Val Pearson

Rural Policing Fishing Event
We are again this year holding our fishing
competitions for the youth of our parish during the
school holidays.
They are taking place on the following dates:
3rd June Redhall Lane, Halmer End
25th July Cudmore
11th August Redhall Lane, Halmer End
24th August, Cudmore
27th August Madeley Pool
Time 10am to 3pm
For ages 8 to 16 and parents and grandparents are
welcome.
Tesco and Co-op are providing the refreshments
PCSO 16736 Sarah Forrest
Newcastle Rural Policing Team, Audley Officer
Tel 101(16736 at the prompt)

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Fishing Clubs £10000 Award
from the Big Lottery

As reported in Issue 51 of the magazine we are pleased
to announce that the bid for funding from the Big
Lottery Fund has been successful.
For the last three years Audley Parish Angling Club
has taken over responsibility of managing the lake at
Bates Wood from Newcastle Borough Council - since
doing so the incidences of anti-social behaviour have
been considerably reduced. Illegal fishing and unlicenced night fishing have been virtually eliminated
and regular litter picking has greatly improved the
surrounding environment.
This is a direct result of having more people engaged
in monitoring the facilities and reporting any incidents
to Club committee members who then take the
appropriate action.
Unfortunately, access to Bates Wood Lake for
disabled anglers is very limited, gates to the pathways
are too narrow and gradients too steep for wheelchair
usage, assisted or not. Also, there are no suitable
angling pegs for wheelchair users.
The Club wishes to improve this by widening and
re-aligning existing pathways to create a route suitable
for non-assisted wheelchair access to run from the main
link road off Red Hall Lane 370 metres in length to be
able to access the large pool, replacing narrow gates with
suitable, disabled kissing gates and provide 5 angling
platforms specifically designed for wheel chair users.
An application for a grant of £10,000 from The Big
Lottery Fund was submitted in December 2015 and was

Circuit
training

Professional
nutritional
ADVICE
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formally approved on Tuesday 15th March 2016.
This project will engage all areas of the community
and provide better facilities for all to enjoy these
beautiful surroundings which should be enjoyed by all.
Many, less able, residents are denied this facility because
of poor access. With this grant the facilities will
become available for all to use and share, to enjoy the
mixed wildlife and natural surroundings. This project
will also allow less able residents to fish alongside able
bodied residents.
The provision of a raised walkway will allow
wheelchair users to access wetland areas to see the
different wild flowers, grasses and bio-diversity that will
evolve over time.
By re-aligning the pathways, reducing the slopes and
raising sections of the path it will be possible for less
able bodied residents to enjoy this area previously
difficult for them to access.
Brian Billings – Chair

Acoustics Night at the Boughey Arms

On April the 29th an Acoustics Night charity event
was held in aid of Douglas Macmillan Hospice at the
Boughey Arms Public House.
On stage were singer and musician Daren Poyzer
this was then followed by a musical group Wake Trio.
The event helped to raise over £300 which has now
been donated.
One of the organisers, Alan Mayer, a resident of
Boyles Hall, who has for a number of years been
involved with raising monies for Dogie Mac, wishes to
express his thanks to all who attended the event and
gave generously, also a big thanks to the management
of the Boughey Arms for use of the venue.

spinning
CLASSES

Personal
training

Kore Fitness, StonewallMost
Industrial
Estate,
Silverdale
makes
of stoves
are
www.korefitness.co.uk  korefitness
 Karl - 07947566670 or Ben - 07881205684

now available.

NEW opening hours

10am - 3pm Saturdays only.
Appointments can be made for any day including Sundays.

Contact Richard 07432 091 699
The Stove Emporium Ltd.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244 www.tseaudley.co.uk
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Audley Theatre 2016

Your village theatre has certainly been busy since the start
of 2016!
Our panto, which this year was ‘Dick Whittington’,
started the year off with full houses. It was written by our
own Wendy Brough and it was a triumph of staging,
music, dance and technical effects. When the front of
house team asked the audience on their way out if they
had enjoyed it, the majority were still laughing so much
and wiping tears from their eyes that they couldn’t answer.
The feedback on our Facebook page was phenomenal
and we would like to thank all of you for your positive
comments.
The day after the panto finished, the set was down and
the set building team began the new one for the play
‘Outside Edge’. Bryan Williams was chosen by the
production committee to be the director as it concerns his
two favourite hobbies, amateur dramatics and cricket!
At the time of publishing this article, this play will have
been staged but all I can say is that you missed a treat if
you didn’t come and see it. Although I was not in the cast,
I attended rehearsals to sort the costumes and I have to
say I always made sure I had waterproof mascara on as I
never stopped laughing!
Those who have seen it will have to agree that Bryan did
a brilliant job of directing this to create an exciting
evening of comedy.
If however the editor publishes this magazine early,
then it could still be on! Ring 01782 720708 for tickets
NOW, I guarantee you will enjoy the evening.
Meanwhile our Youth section has a few new members

Do dogs?

Do dogs?

Light fires on the grass,
break down trees, vandalise
playground equipment.

Do dogs?

Leave pooh around.
(No, that’s the irresponsible owners)

So Why Penalise Our Pets???
Bignall End resident.

and we hope they will enjoy their time with us. They have
been meeting since March and are going to stage
‘Thoroughly Modern Millie (jnr)’. Once again Wendy
Brough is directing this with a small team of assistants.
The youth are very excited at the prospect and are
enjoying all the singing and dancing as well as the
challenges of learning an American accent. They hope to
stage this at the end of June/early July.
Please watch out for posters and always check our
website and Facebook page for up to date information.
Some of us attended the NODA (National Operatic and
Drama Association) awards evening at Sutton Coldfield
Town Hall on April 17th. We were nominated in the best
drama category for our production of ‘Blithe Spirit’ last
year. Sorry to say we didn’t win on this occasion but we
were excited at the nomination as only 3 theatre groups
had made it to the finals. It was won by the Stone
Revellers Theatre Group.
When we realised the large list of amateur theatre
groups that there are in the West Midlands, it was
gratifying to be nominated and it also made us realise that
amateur dramatics is still very popular nationally.
So what are you waiting for? Come and join us!
In the next few months our production team will be
putting together our 2016/17 program. I will give you
more details in the next issue but once again you can
check our news on the Facebook page. This is now a hub
of activity and enables us to share our rehearsals with you
and allows anyone to get in touch with us.
We welcome all your comments and enjoy the fact that
so many of you do keep in touch with us in this manner.
Yvonne Johnson

Readers Having Their Say

Dogs On Leads
On The Play Fields
And Parks
Of The Parish
Leave litter, Chip paper, Cigarette
packets, Pop/Beer cans, Pop/Vodka
bottles or dangerous Glass.

Audley Community News

NO
NO
NO

I read recently with some amusement, a writer who
seemed to be blaming dog mess on dog walkers. In my
experience, the problem dog owners in this village are
those that send their animals out to wander the street or
worse, those that think their dogs are noisy garden
furniture and have no issue with them barking 24/7.
Many of our dog walkers pick up mess, the kind left
may be a greater problem than dogs – the naughty boys
brigade! If you want to start a collection of glass (full or
broken), plastic & food containers (and worse) I would
suggest you have a walk around Audley on a Saturday
or Sunday morning after our ‘kiddiewinks’ have smelled
Coca Cola on the barmaids apron and run riot around
the village at ‘stupid O’clock’, forcing a police force that
cannot cope to allow an elderly people’s shelter to be
demolished.
Instead of having our pets microchipped, can we not
instead have our kiddiewinks microchipped so their
owner can follow them around with a poo bag?
Perhaps if we stop throwing money into the EU’s
bottomless pit, we would have enough money to
address these issues?
CONCERNED VILLAGER Audley.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Features

9

Newcastle Borough Council Elections - MAY 2016
AUDLEY & BIGNALL END
Cooper David Charles Conservative
Moffat Sue Labour
Wilkes Ian Frank Liberal Demorcrats

HALMER END
Votes
252
559
727

VOTES
Bloor Laura Conservative
337
Farrow Neil Anthony Uk Independence (Ukip)
196
Jones Hilary Ann Liberal Demorcrats
245
Joyce Marie Labour
70

PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL

We are a non profit making organisation.
Open
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon / Tuesday - Friday 8.30 3pm During term-time
We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for
2 and 3 year olds.
For more details call Kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.

10

Local School features
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Sir Thomas Boughey 2016
On Thursday 14th April, we held our annual memorial
evening of entertainment for Mrs Thorley-Platt (which
should, by now, need no further explanation) and it was
again a great success. It was wonderful to see pupils
from local primary schools (as well as our own students)
performing in our main hall. The range of talent on
offer was second to none ranging from Shakespeare to a
ukulele ensemble! We would like to thank everyone
who attended for their continued support.
The school now has a Facebook page that allows
pupils (past and present) to keep updated with the latest
news from the school. Any fond memories or anecdotes
would be most welcome. Just search for ‘Sir Thomas
Boughey High School’.
The Y10 Masterclass students visited South Cheshire
College to meet with the Leader of the Orwell Youth
Prize as well as a very experienced journalist who has
worked for a number of broadsheet newspapers. The
pupils undertook a range of different approaches to
writing with the ultimate aim of submitting a response
worthy of entry into the prestigious competition.
They are invited to attend Pembroke College, Oxford,
in June, for the Orwell Youth Prize Celebration day. It
should be a memorable occasion. More information
can be found at www.orwellyouthprize.co.uk/
In addition, the pupils were visited in school by a
professor from Oxford University to discuss what makes
a successful entry into Oxbridge.
Linked to the idea of raising aspirations, a dozen Year
11 pupils, accompanied by Mrs Griffin and Mr Moss,
enjoyed a campus tour and took part in a workshop
about student finances and managing budgets. They
also participated in a Q&A session with university

students to find out more about student life, the
university as a whole and some of the courses on offer.
As we near the final half-term of the academic year,
there is still a great deal to look forward to. Year 10 are
eagerly waiting for their two week work experience
placement (and, once again, we would like to thank
those of you who have offered to accommodate our
pupils for this experience, and Year 9 are looking
forward to their week at camp (hopefully the weather
will be kind to them).
If anyone is able to offer a placement, please contact
Mrs Griffin at school.
For Year 11 pupils they get ever nearer to the end of
their educational journey with us. They are particularly
looking forward to their Leavers’ Dinner which once
again promises to be an occasion to remember.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of
our Year 11 pupils the very best of luck for the future
and we certainly hope that their experiences at Sir
Thomas Boughey have laid solid foundations for a
successful future.

Bikers Raise Funds at Bignall End Cricket Club
It was business as usual at
the Bignall End Cricket
Club when in February
this year the Dangermouse
Motor Cycle Bikers
gathered at the Boon Hill
cricket ground for their
annual Bikers Convention.
Each year the group
of bikers from all corners
of the land come together
for a fun weekend all in aid
of charity.
This event also helps to bring revenue to our villages
and during the weekend of fun, raffles are held and
donations are taken.
This year’s chosen charity was once again Air
Ambulance, a self funding organisation which provides
the people of our country with a rescue service. Their

activities have helped to save so many lives which would
have been lost without the aid of their helicopters.
We often forget how important Air Ambulance
service is to the general public. We just assume they
are there when needed and I also expect many think
it’s government funded, well I can assure you it is not.
Groups like the Dangermouse Bikers, who not only
enjoy these conventions, help to provide the much
needed funding for the running costs of these
helicopters.
Bignall End Cricket Club has built up an excellent
harmony with the bikers, who use the outdoor facilities
for camping purposes during the weekend.
The picture attached shows left to right Kevin Brazier,
Alison Potts representing Air Ambulance with Terry
Gerrard Chairman of the Dangermouse Bikers who is
presenting Alison with a cheque for £1000 from the
Dangermouse Group which was raised at the event
and a further £250 donated by the Cricket Club.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Audley Brass on the
up with Phileas Fogg
After success at the recent Contest at Preston
Guild Hall, Audley Brass represented the village
at the Midlands Regional Brass Band Championships
in Bedworth on the 13th March.
Despite a very strong turnout of some 19 Bands
from across the Midlands Audley played well and
were placed 7th in the 4th Section, this position
gave them enough points to be rewarded with
promotion to the 3rd Section for 2017.
This is the first time since 2008 that Audley Brass
will have competed in the 3rd Section, showing the
continued improvement since Musical Director
Tom Hancock took the Baton at the end of 2014.

Thank You Jo,
thank you Ann

On the 31st of March our village sadly lost our two
librarians.
Not only was this just a loss of librarians, it was the
loss of two lovely ladies who had for many years served
our parish with a huge amount of professional care and
pride, together with a loving smile.
Jo Moors - started with Staffs, Libraries 16 years
ago at Wolstanton until its closure in 2006. Then helped
to establish the Travelling library for 12 months until
securing the Supervisors post at Audley.
Ann Gibson - has been at Audley for 11 years, after
working for a number of years at Staffs, Uni, library.
When they first started working together they just
clicked, as work colleagues and as friends – they seemed
to know what one another was thinking and even finish
one another’s sentences!!
Despite our loss, others will gain, as they have told so
many people that they are pleased to have secured jobs
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Tom Stated “that he was incredibly proud of what
the Band has achieved in such a short space of time”
The Band has some high profile concerts in 2016,
a very special Heritage Concert at the Bethesda
Church Hanley on Saturday 25th June at 2.00pm
and a joint concert with Championship Section
Roberts Bakery Band later in the year as well as
taking part in the renowned Whit Friday Marches
in Saddleworth made famous by the film Brassed Off.
Audley Brass are looking for anybody who fancies
playing a brass instrument, young or old, experienced
or a complete novice to join the Audley Community
Training Band, who rehearse 5:30pm til 6:15pm on
a Sunday at the Band room in Dean Hollow, Audley.
For more information on the Band, the Training
Band or concerts go to www.audleybrass.org or
follow us on Facebook or Twitter.
within the library service, Ann at Newcastle and Jo at
Kidsgrove. But they are so sad to be leaving Audley
and will miss the borrowers, many of whom have
become friends, so very, very much.
They both wanted to say how very overwhelmed
they were, with the presents, cards and good wishes
they received in their last 2 weeks at Audley library.
“Thank you all so much for your custom, friendship
and laughs you have provided us with over the years.
It has been a pleasure and a privilege to be part of your
community.” Jo and Ann.
We at the Audley Community News wish both
Jo and Ann all the best for the future.

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List

Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.50
£7.00
£5.50
£4.50
£4.50
£9.00
£2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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BEREAVEMENTS

Sharon Wood
(nee Jackson)

It is with sadness we report,
that Sharon aged 53 years
passed away peacefully on the
31st January 2016.
Sharon was one of six
sisters and two brothers, all
born in Vernon Close,
Audley. She was the daughter
of her late father Colin and
mother Mary, who is still
living in the same family home aged 89.
Sharon spent all her childhood living in the parish of
Audley and attended both the Ravensmead and Halmer
End schools.
When Sharon married she became a resident of
Diglake Street, Bignall End where she became the proud
mother to two boys, Ryan and Daniel.
Sadly when Daniel was just 6 years old he was
diagnosed with a brain tumour and sadly this left him
blind. At the time of this tragic event Sharon was
working at the hospital but unfortunately she had to
give it up as Daniel needed 24/7 care. This she has done
amazingly without a thought for herself up to the time
of her death. Sharon was always willing to help anyone
no matter what the problem was, she always enjoyed
helping others.
For the past 15 years she had lived in Waterhayes,
Chesterton with her family. Sharon possessed so many
life skills and this included being a seamstress. She was
known by her family and friends as the one to turn to
when something needed to be made or repaired.
Nothing was too big or small for Sharon, a wedding

Peter Steele

After a courageous battle with
illness we sadly announce that
Peter, aged 64years passed
away at his home in Wereton
Road Audley on the 25th
February 2016.
Peter was the much loved
husband of the late Marie, a
special father to daughter
Joanne, sons Peter, John,
Richard, Leon and Danny, and
adored grandad, a loving son

and cherished brother.
Peter was born in Gateshead, Newcastle upon Tyne to
his late father Jack and mother Nancy and was the
brother to Richard, Tricia, Sue and the late John.
At the age of 3 Peter and his family came to live in
Alsagers Bank, then moved on to Vernon Avenue
Audley at around the age of 5years. Peter spent all his
childhood in the parish and attended the local schools.
During his working life Peter had numerous jobs and
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dress, a pair of curtains, blinds or any kind of clothing
you could mention, Sharon would make it. She would
often make matching sets of clothes for herself and a
friend so that they were dressed the same on an evening
out.
Sadly 12 years ago her sister Gail passed away, Sharon
took it upon herself to become the second mother to her
children. She was always there for them and would
never miss visiting each week to make sure their needs
were met also just to show how much she cared and
loved them all.
Whenever possible Sharon loved to get away on
holiday or to be out with family and friends just
enjoying life.
Sharon and husband Carl loved to visit America
where they had several holidays with her family. She
always had a special place in her heart for Llandudno
where she had many fond memories of time spent
with her family.
Sharon’s final wish was that her ashes were to be
scattered over the Great Orme in Llandudno, which has
now been fulfilled. Sharon always thought of others,
she became a body donor, hoping that in someway,
despite her passing she might help others. It is
understood 4 people have benefitted through her
actions. This proves just how caring and amazing
Sharon was, just a wonderful lady, perfect mother,
wife, daughter, sister and a very special friend.
The funeral service was held at St James’ Church,
Audley on the 17th February 2016, followed by
cremation at the Bradwell Crematorium.
The family wish to express gratitude to Horne
Brothers, Funeral Directors for the care and compassion
they gave during the funeral arrangements.
many interests, including joinery, plumbing and liked
nothing more than tinkering with a car or indeed
anything mechanical.
Peter so enjoyed life, always the joker, anything to
bring a smile to your face no matter what. When help
was needed whatever the problem Peter would drop
everything and be there, he was such a helpful person.
He had a very relaxing manner and took any problem
as a challenge.
During his illness Peter was attended throughout by
his brother-in-law Mike and a special thank-you must
be given to Mike for all the care and comfort which he
provided.
During his funeral service a poem and a tribute was
read in memory of Peter and the chosen words of each
were just what Peter was all about. He was just a nice
man who will be sorely missed by many.
His funeral was held at the Bradwell Crematorium on
the 11th March 2016 and it was quite evident by a
packed crematorium just how much Peter was loved
and respected.
To his family and friends please accept our condolences.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Dorothy Pointon

Peacefully after a short illness, Dorothy aged 77 passed
away at her home. She was born on 7th December 1938
in Booth Street, Chesterton. She was one of five children
and she had 3 sisters and 1 brother.
She worked at Rists Wires and Cables for a few years,
then at the Boughey Arms followed by Ravensmead
school where she retired from aged 63.
She met her future husband Colin when she was 16
and they got married in December 1958. They went on
to have 2 children, Stephen and Sharron. Dorothy loved
playing Bingo and she played for a number of years at
Audley W.M.C until it closed. She then played at Audley
Community Centre followed by the Swan Inn.
Dorothy was a nana to 4 grandaughters, Samantha,
Katie, Zoe and Melissa and a great nan to Leon, Demilee,
Dylan and Reuban.
Her funeral took place on December 16th at Bradwell
Crematorium. The family would like to thank the
funeral directors, Horne Brothers and The Reverend
John Taylor for all of their help and assistance.
A special thank you must go to Dawn Garner, the
nurse who looked after Dorothy and made it possible for
her to stay in her own home.
She will be sadly missed by all her family and
everyone who knew her.

Ann Heath

Ann, aged 78years of Hall Street Audley, sadly passed
away peacefully on January 19th 2016 at the R.S.U.H.
Ann was the dearly loved wife of Denzil, devoted
mum of the late Paul, a treasured sister of Christine and
Kenneth, dear aunt to Mark, Sarah, Helen and Alex.
Ann was known locally for her involvement in a
number of local voluntary groups throughout the
parish. These included being a member of the “Famous
Audley Tea Ladies” at the Audley Cricket Club, where
her husband Denzil was a player.
Ann loved to be involved at the club and spent many
happy hours helping and watching her husband playing
cricket for our village team.
Ann was also a founder member of the original
players when the village theatre was then run from the
Boughey Hall.
When the theatre group relocated to their present
location at the old Audley cinema in Hall Street, she
continued her association with the group not only as a
performer but also as a valued member of the behind
the scenes, helping to prepare each production.
Most recently Ann took a major role in managing
the Pensioners Hall in Church Street and to relax she
became a member of Audley Ladies outdoor bowling
team which was most successful.
Ann’s funeral service took place at the Bradwell
Crematorium on Tuesday February 2nd and all
donations were sent to the Anthony Nolan Trust and
the Douglas Macmillan Hospice.
Ann will be sadly missed by her family and many
friends.
Please accept our condolences.

bereavements

Anthony (Tony) Stevenson
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It is with sadness that we report that on
the 3rd of January 2016 Anthony
Stevenson of Poole, Dorset passed away
after a courageous battle with illness.
Tony was the beloved wife of Pam,
adored father to Paul, Peter, Mark and
Andrea, a treasured grandfather and
great-grandfather and a very special
friend to all who knew him.
Tony, as he was best known, was
born in Knypersly and as a teenager he
joined the Royal Navy.
It was whilst on leave in 1962 from his ship HMS
Belfast that he met Pam an Audley girl. Their friendship
blossomed and in 1964 they were married at St. James
Church Audley.
Due to his work in the navy they moved from the
village in 1966 and went to live in married quarters in
Scotland.
During their married life they have lived in various
places throughout the country, before finally settling
in Poole, Dorset where they have had 37 special years.
Although Tony was not from our village he held as
much affection for Audley as Pam his wife.
The funeral service took place on the 14th January.
We at the ACN, wish to express our condolences to
Pam and her family and friends.

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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tributes

Malcolm PJ Moore

It is with great sadness that
we report the passing of
Malcolm P J Moore who
passed away after a short
illness borne exceptionally
bravely on February 17th at
his home in Church Lawton
with his wife Susan (Wilkes)
by his side.
Malcolm was born in
Vernon Avenue in 1949 living
there in his formative years
until his parents relocated to Alsager Road.
Beginning his education at Audley Infants School and
then progressing to Ravensmead and the mandatory
taking of the 11 plus, continuing his education at Halmer
End Secondary Modern School.
It was there where his sporting prowess secured his
first team position in the very successful side of 1964.
Academically it was deemed that Malcolm’s education
had been hampered by a speech impediment,
subsequently he extended his time at secondary school
prior to his apprenticeship .
Malcolm married his school sweetheart in 1969 at
Audley Church. They had been together from the age of
eleven, neither had been known to have any other
relationships, this was the one sure enough.
Malcolm’s higher education was structured at Stoke
Technical College and he qualified to become a Works
Study Engineer working for Trusswells the Industrial
Heating and Ventilation company.
A change of direction in the 1980s, led to taking a
management role with the clothing company Shamrock
of England, unknowing at this time this would be a
decisive and pivotal move for his future and business
acumen.
Now married with responsibilities the choice was
made to go for it and after several more relocations in the
clothing industry he now had the confidence, experience
and skill set to form his own manufacturing business.
Making hospital clothing was just one aspect of the
company’s expertise, slowly but surely the business grew
with the help of Malcolm’s wife Susan (Wilkes) and his
team of ladies.
Between them they built up a formidable workforce of
thirteen loyal and dedicated employees and through
sheer determination the order book began to exceed
their expectations. The company was based at the old
pork pie shop in Golden Hill and success was at last on
the cards.
Malcolm had worked at the Coronation Mill at Mow
Cop before in his career, after being head hunted by
Pirries. Unknowingly he was primarily engaged to close
it down, however he was aware of the potential of the
building, now abandoned several years before, but it was
ideal for Malcolm’s expansion plans.
The Coronation Mill in Mow Cop is an old Fustion
Mill a type of cloth we would recognise as velvet or
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corduroy developed in Egypt in the 2nd century AD.
Once again Malcolm recruited the staff he had known
and respected from his past extending the company staff
to over fifty girls.
This respect was reciprocated by his staff who had
devoted loyalty to this very popular manager and
entrepreneur.
Now the company’s future was secure it was time for
Malcolm to reap some of the benefits and indulge in
some of the pastimes he’d always wanted to do.
His love along with Susan were his animals, their first
dogs Zac, Ben and Smudge were the ideal tonic for the
family to relax and enjoy their time together. He didn’t
to do things by half measures. He overcame his fear of
heights to attain his pilot’s licence enabling him to fly his
microlite,
His other love were his dogs Zav, Ben, Smudge and his
current Springer Spaniel Al and his horses George and
Arthur. Entering them into competitions all over the
UK and Ireland gave him and Susan untold pleasure and
satisfaction, but it was Bliss III that stirred most interest
in the horse community being accepted onto the
Olympic Walkway making Bliss III a very desirable
horse. Enquiries from Texas made Malcolm sell Bliss
reluctantly though to a family he knew could give Bliss
the competitive life she should have, now owned by
Alyssa and Julie Phillips USA.
Malcolm retired at 55 and in those remaining years
crammed in a monumental amount of learning, to
develop his skill in flying, horse-riding and clay pigeon
shooting.
Malcolm had achieved more that most in his lifetime,
a dedicated family man to his wife Susan, his friends and
family and his beloved animals.
He will be sadly missed so we offer our sincerest
condolences to Susan over her loss from all at the Audley
Community News. Susan would also like to thankHorne Brothers for their continued support through this
tragic event as well as all their friends and relatives ,
Susan will be eternally grateful.
We from the class of 64 have lost another comrade
RIP.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Comrade Shelter No More

Pensioners’ Shelter at Castle Hill Audley.
The Parish Council resolved on 18th February 2016 to
demolish the pensioners’ shelter for the following reasons:
1. The shelter was erected jointly with the Audley Village
Hall, and gifted to the Parish Council in 1959, for the
purposes of providing a shelter primarily for all
residents who were catching a bus, as the bus no longer
accesses that part of the road (being closed off now) the
shelter has not been used by anyone waiting for a bus
for a number of years.
2. The shelter is not a memorial to any war comrades,
although there are plaques commemorating the service
of an ex Parish Councillor who used to sit in there
along with his other colleagues and friends.
Additionally there are some recent plaques
commemorating the service of members of the former
Friends of Audley group. Both will be removed and
relocated somewhere fitting.
3. The shelter has been targeted for antisocial behaviour
for many years and this is not a new problem, hence the
decision to put grills on and lock it up several years ago
by the Parish Council.
Attempts to open it at certain times of day and also
under supervision to allow youths to use it have been
tried on numerous occasions. However each time for
various reasons this has failed.
4. The shelter was breached yet again, and the youths were
using it as a reason to hang around there in large gangs,
playing loud music, rowdy behaviour and leaving large
amounts of litter. This occurred more and more
frequently, in all seasons and at any time of the week
– as opposed to just the summer months and nights of
the weekends. This caused a very real concern to those
who live in the immediate area.
The health and welfare of the neighbours and their
small children is paramount, and it would be remiss
of any Parish Council to ignore the concerns raised
by the local police and neighbours to take action
on this shelter.
AndRew Foden

Garden Services
Z
Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted
Turf Laying & Hedge Trimming
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

5. The Parish Council are aware that due to recent
pressures placed on the police, there are now only
PCSOs allocated to the Parish. Therefore there is very
little prospect of any real inroads from a policing point
of view being made to address the poor behaviour of
the individuals (most of whom do not live in the
parish). None the less, the Parish Council are working
with the Police and other responsible agencies to
address the causes of the ASB and to provide some
alternative distraction activities for the youths that
wish to engage and respect where they live. As has
been found before, the situation repeats itself every year
or so when new faces appear often from outside of the
Parish.
The Police however on this occasion have reported a
different trend in ASB with there being a very fluid
group of individuals coming into the area, and it being
difficult to engage being as they are constantly
changing and moving around the areas.
6. The shelter had steel shutters placed on it to stop any
further access and as soon as they were put on we
received comments about it being an eyesore at a
gateway to the village.
7. ASB is not a problem that the Parish Council has any
power over, we have no more power than any other
individual, as it is a police (crime) matter. The Parish
Council only has the power and authority to deal with
the “symptoms” i.e. the state of the shelter as a result of
the ASB and not the cause of the ASB itself.
It is for these reasons, that the Parish Council felt
obligated to act and unfortunately demolish the
redundant pensioners’ shelter.

Audley Community News

Features

16

ISSUES WITH BALANCE, DIZZINESS
WHEN GETTING UP, FALLING OR
FEELING UNSTEADY?

FIT

We at KM Fit, understand these problems. Chartered Physiotherapist Anne Sweeney
MCSP, has a special interest professionally and from her own battle through injury.
We offer individual advice and group sessions, at both KM Fit or at a local venue.

PERSONAL
TRAINING

SPINNING

NUTRITIONAL
ADVICE

YOGA

CHARTERED
PHYSIOTHERAPY,
SPORTS MASSAGE &
REHABILITATION

QUALIFIED

Unit 7, Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6NR
 Karl 07947 566670  Anne 07904 406881  Find us on Facebook

Scouting Fun in Audley!

I imagine most people know what goes on in Scouts! Or
do they? I recently discovered there’s a new Minecraft
Badge! For them as know, you’ll see how cool we are!
Scouts isn’t something locked in the past, but an
association always looking to move forward & keep up
with the times!
However, the core values of service to others, characterbuilding & teamwork remain the same.
Our programme here in Audley is action- packed!
We’ve realised it often involves cooking food or being
around water & dirt and it always involves fun!
In September we join thousands of Staffordshire Cubs
in a sleepover at Chester Zoo to celebrate 100 years of
Cubs. We wait with bated breath to find out where we’ll
be pitching our tents!
July sees another Family Camp at Forest Camp.
This is where we welcome families to join us to experience
Scouting in action! As I write this, our Scouts are packing
for Beaudesert Camp at the weekend & Cubs & Beavers
are preparing for their archery display at Audley Medieval
Fair! Ian Wilkes has completed his Scout Archery
training & is attempting to turn us into The Audley Scout
Bowmen! Another string to our bow?

After years of fantastic service our Group Treasurer,
Pete Bagnall is retiring & handing over to Kirstie
Davison. We would like to thank him sincerely for all his
support & hard work.
We continue to ‘advertise the vacancies’ for new Cub or
Beaver Leaders, to enable us to set up new groups, as we
have waiting lists for both of those sections. If you’d like
more information, please contact me, Gill Wright, Group
Scout Leader, on 01782 723147.

Live, laugh, LOVE...
There for you.... for all occasions

Flowers, Balloons,
Cards and Gifts
for every occasion...
80a Church Street Audley

Birthdays,
Anniversaries,
Christenings,
Weddings and Funerals

Telephone: 01782 721830

Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Winters Gone.
First warm rays, of morning light,
Push away, the ice cold night,
Wakening, from the winter freeze,
Ghostly shapes, of frozen trees,
Branches shine, with deep white frost,
As if, their very life was lost,
But looking closer, it is seen,
Swelling buds, bursting green,
Dark grey clouds, at last are gone,
Their presence here, was far too long
Down to, the frozen ground below,
Dripping water, from drifts of snow,
Like silver fingers, reflects the sun,
Flowing onward, it does run,
Plants with heads, of snowy white,
Suddenly appear, overnight,
Daffodils turn, their golden face,
To welcome, Apollo’s warm embrace,
Song birds call, with joyful song,
Rejoicing now, that winters gone.
K.J Tully

poems from our readers

Bluebell Kingdom
Shadowy glades within woodlands budded trees,
No longer Winter’s skeletons but natures joy to please.
Perfumed paths of fragrance, captive magical spells,
Singing birds and silent peals of shimmering bright bluebells.
Canopies of velvet blue, carpet ground of forest flora,
Elf King beside his queen - subjects kneeling to adore her.
Each flower transformed - wondrous headroom heavenly scented,
Dancing along banks into recesses where presented.
Gentle whispers, murmured rhythms, pebbled water’s flow,
Enhanced aromas drifting where nature’s graces now bestow.
Pulsating heart of Jenny Wren tilting head in message tells,
Of Heaven’s magic splendour amid those bright blue bells.
Peter W. Hodgkins

Faith In The Future
Life grows forever shorter demands are made of time
Mountains ever higher are harder now to climb.
The future gets much closer daily gaining pace
Until peace consumes all fears with the mercy of God’s
grace.
Derrick Bate


Jojo’s

Home Time – Sixties Bossman
The clock shows it’s time at the end of the day
Office staff homeward bound are making their way
To the exit stairs and welcoming street
A sound of much chatter and quickening feet.
“Goodnight Sir”, a young typist cries
“See you in the morning” the boss man replies.
Senior staff and all who hope to get on
Will be last to leave when the others have gone.
Ambitious and hungry there’s demand to succeed
Career prospects always in need.
Up for promotion, interviews call
Will hopes fade away, fall or just stall?
Along with colleagues I’m in the frame
But tonight is the night for a big football game.
I can’t hang about time is not on my side
I must walk past the boss there’s nowhere to hide.
Trust him to be watching everyone leave
Trying to sneak out, would just be naive.
Half day laddie? He gleefully smiles
Aware of discomfort to his know how and wiles.
Derrick Bate

Dog grooming with
the very best of care.
Josephine Clarke
Wasps

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
357 Heathcote Road
Halmerend
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8BH
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Tel: 01782 721 735
Mob: 07900 601 160
Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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Scot Hay Young ‘Rising Star’

As Chair of
Newcastle
Staffs
Volleyball
Club, it’s
always great
to hear news
about how our
players and
volunteers are
progressing
with their commitment to volleyball,
be that as a player or a volunteer.
Since the club was established in
1980 many members have gone on to
achieve great things.
Many of our long term members
started out as young volleyball
players at school. Some have worked
through the various roles within the
club. One individual; Roanna Barley,
although only 18 years old has
developed into an outstanding player
and a developing coach, working
with both boys and girls.
She is greatly appreciated for the
work that she does and the hours that
she dedicates to her team, the players
and the club as a whole. Roanna is
someone who is happy to get
involved and step in where needed,
sometimes last minute. She has
gained a lot of experience through
her time with the England squad and
we are very grateful to have her on
board sharing that knowledge with
our younger or less experienced club
players.

Roanna’s Journey
I was born in Bignall End and have
stayed locally all my life. I joined the
club through being a pupil at
Madeley High School at the age of 12
years and I was encouraged to train
hard as the Junior Development
Head Coach – Ant Viggars saw
potential in my sporting ability.
I loved training and could see
myself improving quickly. Before I
knew it, I was captain of the under 15
and under 16 squad for the club,
playing at competitive level. I went
for trials and was selected to play for
the West Midlands competitions,
which gave me opportunity to play
with players from other teams in the

West Midlands, whilst also
making lots of new friends.
The club also entered me
to trial for the National
Volleyball England Cadet
Squad of which I was
successful. It is a great
honour to play for England
and I have been fortunate
enough to play and be captain
of competitive games such as
the NEVZA (The North
European Volleyball Zonal
Association) tournaments.
Teams from Finland, Sweden,
Iceland, Denmark and Faroe
Islands came to the National
Volleyball Centre in
Kettering, to compete in this
week long competition, which
provided me and the team
with great experience.
At the age of 13 years, my
local club asked me to join
the National Volleyball
League and be a member of
the ladies squad. My first half
of the season was nerve wrecking,
but I loved it and continued pushing
myself to improve as part of this
adult squad. I am still part of this
squad and we train together weekly
and compete against other national
league teams a majority of weekends.
At 15 years, I found myself
consumed by volleyball, playing with
the Under 15, 16 and Under 18s
teams for the club, playing in West
Midlands Competition and being
selected to captain all teams, as well
as training monthly at the National
Volleyball Centre, Kettering with the
England Cadet Squad. Every
weekend was full of volleyball,
travelling miles to compete in
matches and tournaments all over
the country. Some of my highlights
have been playing in the School
Games where the Cadet Squad won
gold by not dropping a set
throughout the entire tournament,
and being selected to travel to
Denmark with the U19 England
Junior Squad to play in the NEVZA
tournament for my third year
running.

As I became too old to play in the
younger teams, I again went for trial
and was selected for the England
Junior squad. Again a great honour
playing and representing your
Country.
To show my thanks for the
opportunities I have been given in
the club, I went on to obtain my
coaching level one and level two
qualifications and am now head
coach for the under 15 girls squad.
My team have just recently qualified
for the divisional round of their
competition which I’m really pleased
about. It’s so rewarding to coach
others and share and transfer my
learning and skills to others,
watching them gradually improve as
they learn and enjoy playing
themselves. I was also asked to coach
the U18 boys at the Grand Prix
competition at Kettering recently,
and I’m pleased to say they played
exceptionally well on the day. They
still have further games to play, to
qualify through to the next round.
I am still a key member of the
Under 18s team and the National
Volleyball League ladies team at the
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club and am a student at the National Academy at
Newcastle under Lyme College. The Academy provides
me with daily training, numerous competitive volleyball
games, gym facilities and many other benefits.
My next chapter of life will be selecting a University
and playing for their team. I love volleyball and know
that I can still continue to improve. It’s a brilliant sport
and I strongly encourage anyone to get involved in it.
Newcastle Staffs Volleyball Club is so welcoming to
anyone who would like to learn to play. We have over
150 members ranging from the age of 9 years to various
ages of adulthood. We have a wealth of different teams,
from male and female junior teams through to 3 male
and female teams playing in the National Volleyball
League. Last year the club introduced a sitting volleyball
section to the club, to encourage anyone who cannot play
standing volleyball to get involved. The club wants to
find more players for this team to develop, so don’t think
volleyball is a limited sport. I’ve tried playing sitting
volleyball myself and it’s really difficult to play!
Our social section of the club is for those who don’t
want to play at a competitive level but want to enjoy the
sport in a more relaxed and fun way.
Finally, our club wouldn’t be able to operate without
the great team of voluntary staff we have. No one in the
club gets paid – it’s all voluntary and staff devote a lot of
their time to running our club and sustaining it for the
players. Our club has a lovely extending family
atmosphere where everyone knows and supports each
other.
Wherever I play in the future, Newcastle Staffs will
always be my home club, where I know I will be welcome
to play whenever I’m home. We have a saying in the club
– “Once a Staffs player, always a Staffs player” and many
players who have left home and have gone further afield,
come home to visit families and join in training sessions.
It’s always great to see everyone and train together.
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We welcome and encourage anyone to get involved
with Newcastle Staffs Volleyball Club either as a
player or as a volunteer.
If you are interested in joining us, please visit our
website and contact us on www.nsvc.co.uk
Roanna Barley
Player of Newcastle Staffs Volleyball Club

Book
early for all
appointments.
Nails
Gift vouchers
Eye Treatments available.
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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features from our local schools

Spring Term at
Ravensmead Primary School
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Young Voices
Ravensmead Primary School’s choir had the pleasure of
attending the Young Voices Concert, singing as part of

The Spring Term at Ravensmead has been a very
eventful one with numerous educational visits and
exciting visitors throughout.
Key Stage 1 Easter Service
The KS1 children went across to the Chapel for our
annual Easter Service. Reverend Hoe told the children
the Easter story and also gave the children a palm cross.
There was a lovely poem read by the Year 2 children and
we all enjoyed singing our Easter songs together. It was
a lovely morning and helped us all to remember the true
meaning of Easter.
KS1 Staff
Key Stage 2 Easter Service
How fantastic it was to see the local Church, St James’,
packed to the rafters with pupils and parents, friends
and the local community to celebrate the true meaning
of Easter. The children again enjoyed Mark Paxton’s
(school Youth Worker) modern day teaching of this
important time. Traditional and new songs were sung
along with children’s poems and stories.
Miss McNairn
Recorder festival
Pupils from Year 2 Year 6 represented Ravensmead in
the recorder Festival at the Victoria Hall on Wednesday
9th March. They played many pieces along with
children from other schools and their own solo item.
We are very proud of them all!
Rock Band
The whole school got together to enjoy the performance
of a rock band on March 22nd. They talked about and
gave demonstrations of the different instruments and
played a great set of music from the movies which the
children thoroughly enjoyed.
Mrs Webb

the largest school choir in the world,
over 7000, at Manchester Arena yet again this year. Our
choir of 68 boys and girls led by our Music teacher, Mrs
Webb and supported by Mrs Grocott and Mrs Griffiths,
rehearsed a range of songs with harmonies and partsinging for weeks leading up to the event.
On the day of the event our school choir had the
opportunity to perform with well-known artists such as
Laura Wright, the previous Winner of the BBC Radio
2’s Chorister of the Year Award, The Beatbox Collective
and Tom Billington, a vibrant performer who has
previously toured the world alongside major acts such as
The Killers and Razorlight. All children and staff
enjoyed their experience.
Mrs Booth
Medieval Activity Day
On Wednesday 23rd March the children in Year 1 took
part in a Medieval Activity Day at school, dressed to
impress as knights and ladies. In the morning Percy the

Jester taught us how to juggle, spin plates and control a
Diablo. We ate a banquet of pottage (stew) and apple
pie, where King William unveiled the roasted pig’s head
to impress his guests. In the afternoon Mr Wilkes gave
the children and staff the opportunity to try their skills
at Archery. A fantastic day was had by all!!
KS1 Staff

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Year 4 trip to Stanley Head
On Wednesday March 2nd all of our year 4 pupils went
to Stanley Head Outdoor Education Centre for 3 days.
We all had a fantastic time doing lots of fun outdoor
activities, many of which we hadn’t done before. From
crate stacking to archery and don’t let’s forget making
our own beds and keeping our rooms tidy for the daily
inspections. A brilliant time was had by all pupils and
staff and I’m sure all who went will never forget it and
are looking forward to camp again in year 6!!
Mrs Jones
Trip to Apedale
In year 3/4 we have been learning about the world
around us with a focus on the Potteries. The children
visited Apedale Museum to have the experience of
exploring a coal mine, learn about The Potteries in the
museum and hear about the history of the surrounding
areas from gentlemen with first hand experiences of
mining and the local area.

On returning to school the children commented on how
much they enjoyed the visit to the mine and how much
they had learned from the experience.
Mrs Longstaff
Violin assembly
Recently the school welcomed Mr Galley from Entrust
together with parents of year 3/4L to our afternoon
assembly to showcase a performance of violin tuition.

Audley Parish Goes
Pink a Big Thank You

To everyone who helped to make it such a
FANTASTIC EVENT last year WE ARE “GOING
PINK” AGAIN Starting September 9th finishing
with the BIG GALA DAY 17th September
The generosity of our sponsors ensure that most
households in the parish received a leaflet listing all the
details of the Pink Week. This is a massive 2,500 houses
throughout the Parish.
So if you would like to be a sponsor, or have an event
you would like to organise please contact us with your
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During the previous 10 weeks the children have
progressed from plucking a single string to plucking
and bowing all four, by learning a rhyme to remember
them all . The performance included 4 pieces followed
by the parents encore….amazing!
Mrs Furnival
Gladstone Pottery Museum
We took the Year 2 children to Gladstone Pottery
Museum as our topic was ‘a Potter and proud’. The
children had been looking at the history of ‘The
Potteries’ in school and had found out what it was like
living and working here in years gone by. Actually
visiting the museum brought it all to life for them and
gave them a real taste of what life was like. While at the
museum the children got to paint a plate in the Clarice
Cliffe style whom they had also learnt about. We had a
tour of the museum seeing ‘pot throwing’ being done,
clay flowers being made which is now a dying skill and
we all stood inside the remaining kiln! The children
enjoyed this visit and got a lot from it as did the staff! I,
as a parent, was surprised at what was on offer and I will
be taking my own children to see this important piece
of our history.
Mrs Mainwaring
Imperial War Museum
This term’s topic saw Year 5/6 step back in time to
experience what life was like during the 1940s. On
March 17th we travelled to the Imperial War Museum
in Salford to enhance the children’s learning during
their visit . They were able to speak with a War veteran
named Charlie Teachers who was part of the Normandy
Landings.
Overall the children had a fantastic time, not only did
they handle artefacts they also explored the museum
enriching their knowledge of their wonderful topic. We
later had a packed hall for a ‘Tea Dance’ where parents
and grandparents alongside pupils and staff had a super
afternoon of dance and songs with a range of WW2
food to enjoy.
KS2 Staff
details.
We have a great team of volunteers but would really
welcome more help, no matter how great or small.
Please come and join us with our planning and
running of Pink Week, we are sure you will find it very
enjoyable and rewarding. You will be helping to raise a
lot of money for the much needed research to help find
the cause and cure of Breast Cancer while at the same
time having lots of fun and laughs.
If you would like to be involved in any way please
contact Peter Shore 01782 721069 Dylis Cornes 01782 720289 or email
dylis.cornes@gmail.com or contact Sandra Ginnis at audleyparishgoespink@hotmail.com
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Railway Children

Audley Rotary Club is probably best known for the help
it gives to local community projects around our area,
but it has always actively looked to support various
worthwhile charities around the world as well, and this
year has been no exception.
About 18 months ago a group of our members heard
a talk by a quietly spoken, modest man, who had the
drive to set up from scratch a charity, originally
working just in India, which helps street- children living
rough and often engaged in petty crime and drug abuse
to turn their lives around. He had an inspiring story to
tell of how, since being formed 21 years ago, Railway
Children had helped over 270,000 vulnerable youngsters
worldwide, and the club resolved to go about raising
funds to support their work during 2015/16.
The charity, still run from a small office near his
home in Sandbach, was founded by a local man, David
Maidment, whose career in the railway industry
included a period working in India, where he was
alarmed by the enormous number of young children
living and sleeping rough around the railway stations of
that vast country. It was clear that little was being done
to get to grips with the problem, and everyone he spoke
to simply repeated the belief that the problem was so
widespread and had been around for so long that it was
a hopeless task.
Children looking to escape domestic abuse and
poverty are often attracted to the “big city” only to find
themselves coming under the control of unscrupulous
individuals and drawn into criminal gangs, and so in
fact just making their desperate plight even worse.
David realised that the key to helping the newly
arrived kids lay in getting to them first before the gang
leaders did, and moving them to a safe environment
where the charity could work towards reconciling them
with their families, where possible, or if not helping
them develop job and education prospects.
Recruiting volunteers and expanding the network of
refuge shelters at stations has been the charity’s goal and
you will perhaps be saddened but not surprised to hear
that the need for its services is expanding not just in the
developing world but here in the UK!
Throughout Railway Children’s development David
has been able to use his high level contacts in the
railway industry to lobby for funding and support and
in the UK much of its work is done in conjunction with
the British Transport Police.
Last year for example the 2 organisations set up the
“Safeguarding Children on Transport” scheme, aimed
at training transport staff to spot and hopefully
intervene with vulnerable young people “hanging
around” the transport system.
Rather than just raising money for Railway Children’s
general charity fund, Audley Rotary Club wanted to
support a specific project and so last year we got

involved in funding the materials required in setting up
a new outreach centre at the station of the Southern
Indian town of Villupuram in Tamil Nadu.
By getting into some matched funding opportunities
with Rotary International and UK Aid, plus our own
fund raising efforts, the club was instrumental in
generating over £3,000 towards this new facility.
Most of the club’s funding effort went into a
sponsored walk that several of our members undertook
over 3 weekends last autumn. We’ve done this for the
last few years, always in support of a different
international project, and this year we covered a stretch
of the Staffordshire Way from Abbotts Bromley to
Brewood. You may remember the wet weather we had
last November and December and I can tell you that the
days we chose were among the wettest, however to use
the old phrase “it was all in a good cause”.
The new centre is now fully “up and running”, and
the club takes great pride in the help we have been able
to offer this most worthwhile cause.
At present we are working with a couple of local
community groups with a view to helping fund some of
their work, and we hope to bring you news of that in a
few month’s time. In the meantime we will be actively
searching out another worthy international cause like
Railway Children.
The Rotary Club is always looking for new members
and if you’re able to give up some of your free time and
like the sound of the things we do, we would be
delighted to hear from you.
If you’re interested in finding out more about Railway
Children you can go to www.railwaychildren.org.uk
Pictured above on one of our sponsored walks can be
seen left to right, Robert Edwards, Ian Smith, Roy
Hibbitt, John Brunt, Roan Hatfield and Melvyn
Buckingham.
Ian Smith - Rotary Club of Audley

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

features

23

Audley Methodist Church
Audley Methodist Church warmly invites you to their
Sunday Services at 10:30am & 6pm.
Our Regular Events:
Monday: Mature Moves between 10:30am to 11:30am
Tuesday: Coffee Morning between 10:30am and 12pm
Tuesday:(fortnightly): Cameo which includes many
interesting talks at 7:30pm
Tuesday: Midweek Holy Communion (contact office for
dates) 11:30am
Wednesday: (1st Wed of the month): Knit ‘n’ natter at
9:30am. Wednesday: Badminton 7:30pm (please contact
office as there is currently a waiting list)
Wednesday & Thursday: Sewing group between 10am
and 1pm
Thursday: Audley Male Voice Choir between 7:30pm
and 9:30pm
Friday: Indoor Bowls (off season) between 2pm and 4pm
Office opening hours are Monday, Thursday and Friday
11am to 2pm.
Telephone 01782 722755 or email audleymethodist@
btconnect.com. Also see our Facebook page Audley
Methodist Church for up to date information.

HARP OF GOLD
2016 EVENT COMING SOON

It has been a busy few months for us at Harp of Gold.
Thank you to everyone who came to our Bingo night
and huge thanks to Bignall End Cricket Club for
allowing us to use your facilities again. In total we
raised a wonderful £775 on the night and more
importantly everyone enjoyed a fun-filled night.
It is hoped that we can organise another similar
event before the end of the year, so please look out for
details on our website and Facebook page.
We have allocated £2250 of the funds raised in 2016,
to Steve Harp. This will be used to help fund extra
physiotherapy to aid his ongoing recovery.
Steve has worked so hard and achieved so much,
everyone at Harp of Gold is very proud and wishes
him well for his 40th Birthday this year.
£1125 was donated to our 2015’s chosen charity,
Motor Neurone Disease Association. This was made
in memory of team member Matthew Cotterill’s father
who sadly passed away from this condition last year,
this is a cause close to all our hearts.
We have also been making donations through our
Community Fund. We have given £250 to Halmer
End Institute to help with their refurbishment and set
up costs.
£250 has gone to Audley Responders to assist them in
their valuable work.
We have again donated £100 to Jean Stevenson of
Horsleys store. This will be used to purchase plants
which Jean uses in the beautiful displays she works so
tirelessly on in our village.
£100 has been handed to the volunteers at Audley
Methodist Church who provide hot meals for people
who live alone. This will be used to purchase new

serving dishes and the remainder put towards the cost
of a new fridge freezer.
On a similar note we also donated £50 to Festive
Friends in December, they arranged a Boxing Day
meal for those spending Christmas alone.
In September Audley Cubs will be attending a
sleep-over at Chester Zoo. It is a wonderful
opportunity for the children and we have given them
£50 towards their fundraising efforts for this event.
Forthcoming Event.
We are now preparing for our annual Party in the
Parish, it promises to be bigger and better than ever.
This year there are three football teams playing on
the day.
Of course Sir Thomas Boughey Oldies will be
hoping to retain the title, but this year they face stiff
competition from our chosen charities CRY team and
the Police will also be fielding their best squad.
It’s sure to be a great afternoon of sport, so don’t
miss out.
If football isn’t your thing then there is still lots to
see and do. Gentleshaw Wildlife centre are joining us
as well as Snails, Tails, Legs and Scales.
We have Live Music, Bouncy Castles, Bungee Run,
Gauntlet, BBQ, Refreshments, lots of Games, Stalls and
much, much more.
Please come along, have lots of fun and support us
on Saturday 18th June at Audley Football Club.
We look forward to seeing you there.
Harp of Gold Team
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audley & district community centre news

Community
Fashion Show 2016
Friday 18th
March was the
second
Charity
Fashion Show
to be held at
the Audley
Community
Centre.
All of the
clothes and
other
accessories
which were
worn and for
sale on the night had been donated to
the centre by local residents, some

still bearing tags to prove that they
were in fact new items.
The organisers would like to
express their thanks for the generous
donations given, as without such
support events such as these could
not take place. After the success of
2015 we wondered if we could follow
that!
But we were not disappointed.
With a full house and eleven local
models of all shapes and sizes, all
good sports and up for a laugh, it was
a night for the ladies.
Ladies only entrance, dresses,
shoes, handbags and jewellery for sale
all at very bargain prices, how could
it fail, plus the quality of the items
available indicated the generosity of
the donations made.

What’s the matter with the Audley Community
Centre Wednesday Coffee Morning?
The matter is that it is on a Wednesday morning only.
The Community Centre Coffee Morning has been
successfully running for over eight years and gives visitors
the opportunity of purchasing items of clothing, books,
bric a brac and the like which have been generously
donated by parish residents. As we gained charity status
in 2014 it’s actually Audley’s own charity morning with
proceeds going towards our upkeep and improvement.
But what a pity that the only opportunity to buy is on a
Wednesday morning, 8 till 11.30am and the only people
that are able to take advantage of the bargains to be had
are those that are able to attend on Wednesday.
The trouble for us here at the Community Centre is
that every week the volunteers have the job of displaying
donated items in the hall for sale and later putting all
unsold items away then storing ready for another
Wednesday sale. There’s a limit to how many times the
same articles can be shown to the same regular group of
people that attend. Eventually unsold items are taken to
local charity shops so we have no waste.
But what if Audley had a charity shop contained within
the Community Centre building. A shop that could be
open anytime to suit the demands of a larger section of
the local community. Where more local people would be
able to take advantage of the opportunity to purchase
donated items at prices far cheaper than the charity shops
in town.
To have its own charity shop has been the ambition of
the Community Centre for several years and has always
been one of their long term goals, plans for which were
incorporated in their proposed extension which proved
impossible to achieve because of green belt planning
restrictions.
But we won’t be beaten, and have recently had
permission from Newcastle Borough Council to turn the
public bar area of the Community Centre into a

Audley Community News
Entertained by the remarks of our
eloquent compere and with a glass of
wine in hand there was much
laughter and a good time was had by
all.
Our ladies showed their outfits
with great enthusiasm and
imagination, often mimicking the
professionalism of any of the super
models as they strode down the red
carpet.
All of the outfits and accessories
worn by our models and much more
were available for sale at the usual
Community Centre Coffee Morning
rates.
A successful evening all round
with all monies raised to be used for
the Community Centre Charity Sales
programmed refurbishment.

permanent charity shop.

So, how will that work?

The bar is seldom used for social events (3 times last
year) and yet takes up a large area of our small
Community Centre.
It is proposed to completely re-model this area and
turn it into a full time charity shop. The bar front will be
replaced by bi-folding doors enabling the redesigned bar
space to be opened up to the hall as and when required.
The small room to the right of the bar currently being
used as a cleaners room/storage will become the charity
shop preparation area complete with washing machine
and tumble dryer and will be used as a general sorting
area where our volunteers can sort and prepare for sale all
donated items.
The cost of all renovation/alterations will be met by the
Community Centre and will have been made possible by
our previous charity shop activities, so yet again,
recycling at its very best.
As we are anxious to proceed, some small steps have
already been taken with the main body of the work to be
completed as soon as possible subject to the availability of
our contractors. We would thank all users of the Centre
for their patience whilst the work is completed but do not
anticipate that there will be any undue hindrance to our
regular users and classes whilst the work is ongoing.
Its early days yet so we don’t quite know how the
Charity Shop will work. Certainly when completed it will
be opened additionally on Monday Mornings between
10am and 1pm; then possibly occasionally on a Saturday
Morning or even an evening. The opportunities are
limitless and dependant on demand and volunteer
support. If you think that you would like to become
involved contact Dot Bourne 07946734008
There is a lot to be done as we are hoping to have
Audley’s Charity Shop up and running ready for our 20th
Anniversary Celebrations in September this year.
Moving forward with the long term future of your
Community Centre.

MONDAY

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

INg

PAMS C
of month ar Boot on the 1st
Sat
For inform
a
t
io
n
please
contact:
07782349Sandra:
07921450 524 or: Dawn:
599
9am to 12
noon.

T H DA

For more news see our Facebook
page or website.

Slim 07808192
5pm
Clare 9.30am and
Timeset
rning s, and
o
M
e
Coffe 0pm - 10pm op off
up 8.3 ted items dr
unwan

WEDNESDAY

Y

B

IR

APP
Y

H

DAYrld,
TumEiS
ng Wo 011

Weight W
atchers
Mondays
6.30pm
contact O
livia 075315
07855

Chair:
07946 734008

pOp-IN FOR

29

THuRSDAY
until
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm
10pm. Contact: Deb
01782 785791

Friday Evening
Audley Youth Drop-In
11-14year olds
7pm - 9pm
50p Entrance
‘ OUTDOOR
FLOOD Light
FOOTBALL PITCH
Please contact
Adam 0778841441

&
afternoon
Saturday
SUNDAY hire.
r
Available fo Community
e
h
Contact t
e
Centre.
contact th
y
t
r
a
p
a
k
se the
To boo
retary or u ility at
c
se
g
in
k
o
o
b
booking fac
New Online unitycentre.org.uk
audleycomm

30

News from the halmer end institute

Local Lad Does Good

Pete Henshall MD of Alsager Precision Ltd on the right
presenting David Hardy Secretary of The New Halmer
End Community Interest Company with a cheque for
£500 in support of the Football Programme for the
forthcoming season. Peter, a seasoned player and
advocate of local football over the years played for “The
End” in his formative years. He now has decided he’d like
to give something back to the community.
This year it’s Halmer End’s turn, for which we are
eternally grateful. He says “supporting local initiatives
like the CIC to improve community spirit, helping local
boys and girls playing football has to only be beneficial for
all concerned”.

Open Day Halmer End Cic
It has been a little over 4 months since the new regime
took control of the Halmer End C IC known
affectionately as “Stute” and during that period the
committee has turned the project from a loss maker
into profitable success, with the help of many
volunteers and supporters. Because of that support
and commitment the Stute was awarded a 10 year lease
on the open day by Councillor Ann Beech. This is an
enormous boost for our grant policy.
Ann in conjunction with Ruth Edwards from the
County awarded the lease on receiving our business
plan for the project highlighting our objectives and
commitment.
The Open Day event itself was scheduled for
Saturday 27th February and it was a resounding
success which raised more than £120 for the cause.
Also in the same week the indoor bowls friendly
with Rhyl East Parade resulted in a resounding win for
“The End” raising £150 for club funds.
Several local supporters also took advantage and
displayed their involvement in the area, which
included The Medieval Society, Halmer End
Conservation Group, Audley Family History Research
Group, Heather Lucas promoting Yoga and Tai Chi.
The Institute is slowly the Phoenix rising from the
flames, 7 user groups involved now with Ladies
football and Lads and Dads now targeted to join us.

Audley Community News

Pete started Alsager Precision whose mission statement
is “Engineering with a Human Touch” in 1986 from his
garage after being made redundant. With positive and
continued growth he moved to his first premises in Field
Road, Alsager but with continued growth had to relocate
and he has now finally settled in Wistaston Road Business
Park in Crewe.
Alsager Precision as it states is a specialised engineering
company producing high precision components and
assemblies to support engineering applications from
prototype to production in sectors such as Automotive,
Energy, Medical, Instrumentation Electronics, Food and
Leisure. The company operates from a 14000sq ft facility,
with all the latest high tech equipment, highly skilled
engineers and supported by quality standards ISO9001
and TS16949. They support a customer base which
includes companies such as Rolls Royce, Bentley Motors,
Bombardier and many more.
Peter’s wife, Julie looks after the accounts,
administration and HR with help from their 2 daughters
Laura and Steph.
Peter is one of 6 children who lived at Meadowside
Avenue for many years. What an inspiration he must be
to students coming from a hard working background as
he did.
Truly the lad done good and thank you once again for
the generous donation.
Mike Joynson.

Ian Wilkes the deputy Mayor is also working hard to
get indoor and outdoor Archery events introduced with
the help of the Scouts and local Charities.
A Beer festival is planned for July 15th, 16th and 17th
so we will looking for sponsors, if you would like to do
that please contact me or any of the directors.
The Committee run by John Harrison is now
concentrating on refurbishment.
Pictured below right is June Ward one of the people
who have sponsored the Stute and below left is John
Harrison Chairman of the Institute seen receiving a
cheque from Harp of Gold’s Kath White in recognition
of the Institute’s efforts.
Mike Joynson

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Working Hands Laid to Rest
A Tribute to Malcolm Brennan

On the 26th August 2015 Malcolm “Macca” Brennan
sadly passed away aged 80.
Malcolm was born in Crumpsall,
Manchester in 1934, son to Beatrice
May Brennan & Thomas Anthony
Brennan. He was one of 9 children,
Albert & Joan (now deceased), Elsie,
Monica, Margaret, Francis, Anthony
and Philip. The family arrived in
Halmer End in 1939 after being
evacuated from Manchester during
the war. Malcolm was 5 at the time.
He often spoke of that 1st day in
Halmer End, he had never seen so
many trees and green fields before.
One poignant moment was the fresh apples and
oranges presented to him on his arrival and of the
many people he had never met before but were all
smiling and friendly considering they were complete
strangers. These values he carried with him
throughout his life and instilled in bringing up his own
family.
The family were housed in the now demolished
“railing row” where everyone knew everyone and
communication was often in the form of chatting
whilst leaning on the adjoining walls “up the backs”.
They were hard but happy times and the family felt so
welcomed they decided to stay. In the early years
Malcolm grew up in Halmer End, initially attending
Alsagers Bank School then Halmer End School. His
childhood was spent mainly playing on the “bash
rucks” and “nannies bank” or swimming in the
“Razzer”. He often recalled the drunken brawling
miners outside the Red Lion pub, opposite the railing
row, where he and his friends the following morning
used to find a few coins which had fallen from their
pockets ripe for picking. He soon proved to have a
natural talent for football and was always found
playing on the “rec”. He played for Halmer End School
then later in life for Audley Town and Crewe Alex as a
part time professional.
It was during his childhood that he met and
befriended Jessie Platt who became a very important
part of his daily life throughout his childhood. Jessie
and Malcolm continued their friendship during their
teenage years and married in 1954.
When he left school he applied for a job as
apprentice bricklayer with Audley builder Albert
Worthington. He also did building work with Jack
Humber during which time he also helped out with
the undertaking side of the business. During this time
he would often cycle home from work then cycle all
the way to Crewe for football practice then cycle home
afterwards.
In 1953, Malcolm aged 17 decided to enlist for
national service. His basic training was at Stafford
after which he joined the Royal Worcester’s. Amongst
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all the other sports he was involved in he soon proved
to be a crack shot with the Lee Enfield rifle.
He was promoted to Sergeant after winning the Bisley
Cup for shooting and earning his marksmanship cross
rifles badge.
Malcolm was then posted to the Rhine as part of the
British Army on the Rhine (B.A.O.R). There he was
awarded “Champion young soldier on the Rhine” and
won regular shooting tournaments against
international competition including the Canadians.
Malcolm left the army after 2 years and married Jessie
in 1954 then moved his new family from Halmer End
to Queen Street Audley. Picking up again his building

skills he became a time served master builder /
bricklayer. He did a lot of work in and around Audley.
Jessie and Malcolm had 4 children, Gary, Robert,
Maxine and Craig (sadly Craig died in 2002) 10
grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren, often
referring to the grandkids as his “little nips”.
As the building trade slowed Malcolm worked at
Embreys bakery until he retired to look after his
beloved wife and life friend Jessie who he met and
grew up with in Halmer End. During this time his
main hobbies were painting and poetry, the poem
below he wrote for their anniversary.
DECEMBER 25TH 2014
This year is special in many ways,
Together, Jess and I have spent so many days.
Years have gone by with us side by side,
Still we’re together dwelling in pride
Our children grew up now there’s just Jess and I
We trust in our love to get us by
Our lives have been special to say the least
Peppered with love to say, a feast
We must look to the future that’s how we are
The distance is long but not too far
Mac 2014
After a long battle with illness Malcolm sadly passed
away leaving behind his loving family who mourn a
great loss.
He was laid to rest on September 8th 2015. The service
was held at St. James’ Church Audley.
Malcolm Brennan 1934 - 2015
Good Night and God Bless
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Audley Patient Panel
Giving every patient of Audley health centre a voice

Avoiding Hay Fever
It’s very difficult to completely avoid pollen. -- However, reducing your exposure to the
substances that trigger your hayfever should ease your symptoms.
If you need to go outside or you’re travelling, the tips below may help to reduce your
exposure to pollen. Avoid cutting grass, playing or walking in grassy areas and camping
particularly in the early morning, evening and at night, when the pollen count is at its
highest, wear wraparound sunglasses to stop pollen getting in your eyes. Take a shower
and change your clothes after being outdoors to remove the pollen on your body. Keep car
windows closed. You can buy a pollen filter for the air vents in your car, which will need to
be changed every time the car is serviced.
Be Sun Aware
Most skin cancers are caused by too much sun. You shouldn’t avoid the sun completely, as
it is an important source of vitamin D. However, to reduce the risk of skin cancer, avoid
sunburn by: Spending time in the shade when the sun is at its strongest, usually between
11am and 3pm. Covering up – wear clothes that protect you from the sun, including a hat
and sunglasses. Using sunscreen with a sun protection factor (SPF) of at least 15 and a high
star rating, take extra care when on holiday in sunnier climates – you may burn quickly,
even when it isn’t hot.
Online Services
Patient Access – Audley Health Centre
As of the 1st April 2015 practices are expected to provide the facility for patients to view online limited
information in their patient record. (As per NHS England guidelines). The facility will be for patients to enable
them to view online, export or print any summary information from their records relating to medications,
allergies, adverse reactions and any other items agreed between the GP and the patient.
Other online services are appointments and prescription ordering, which the Audley Pactice already provides to
our patients.
Children Aged 0-16
Parents can register on behalf of their children to access appointments and to request prescriptions only. There
is no access to medical records for patients under the age of 16.
Patients over the age of 16
Patients are requested to complete the EMIS Patient Access application form available from reception and via
the practice website www.audleyhealthcentre.co.uk. Ensuring they tick which areas of access they require.
Completed forms are returned to receptionist with two forms of ID (one needs to be photo ID). Any two of the
following documents are acceptable: passport, driving license, bank statement.
The receptionist will check and verify the ID and ask the patient to collect the registration details after 5 working
days. Patients will need to provide one form of ID when collecting the registration details.
EHIC Health Card
The card provides you with the right to access state-provided healthcare on
temporary stays at a reduced cost or, in many cases, for free. This includes treatment
of a chronic or pre-existing medical condition that becomes necessary during your
visit, you can apply for or renew an EHIC using the official EHIC online application
form, this is free of charge.
Beware of unofficial websites, which may charge if you apply through them.
Holiday vaccinations
If you’re planning to travel outside the UK, you may need to be vaccinated against
some of the serious diseases found in other parts of the world.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Celebrations! Mothers’ Union

By the time you read this we will have
had our “Celebration of Faith” service
which was mentioned in the last
edition of Audley Community News.
Thanks to all those who attended, we
hope you enjoyed our special day.
Looking to the future, we are planning to hold our
biennial Christmas Tree Festival again this year. Can
you believe that this will be the fourth time this event
has been held? Our thanks go to all of you who have
supported us from the beginning and we hope you will
continue to do so. We try to keep up with all the
organisations in the village and the Audley Community
News makes our task easier by publishing contact
numbers etc for them. However, if you are a new
organisation and would like to take part or just know
more about what happens please contact us. Also we
will be sending out details to our usual contributors so
please, if you have not received them by the beginning of
July do get in touch! When officers of an organisation
change or someone moves house it is easy to lose touch.
We would love to see anyone of you at our monthly
meetings, details below. They all start at 7-15pm and are
held in St James Church hall.
16th June: Rev Stephen Pratt: Life as an Army Padre
21st July: Writing Christmas cards to prisoners
18th August: Members Night
Of course alongside this goes our regular Friday coffee
mornings and mini-sales of books, clothing and bric a
brac. Thank you to all who come along each week to
support us, we couldn’t manage without you!
If you haven’t been along yet you’ve no idea what a
good time you’re missing out on.
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HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Have a great summer whatever the weather!
Many of our worldwide members would love a little of
our rain.
For more information contact Annette Tel: 721058

61~
63

Silverdale

HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Manufacture, design and fit
quality kitchens and bedrooms
www.ssfurniture.co.uk

The perfect bathroom
solution for every home

Making your home a better place.
Roofing, extensions, windows
anything that needs improving

www.blissbathrooms.co.uk

07947 566670

01782 626108

01782 624422
EVERYTHING FOR YOUR HOME UNDER ONE ROOF

61~
63

Silverdale

61-63 HIGH STREET, SILVERDALE, NEWCASTLE, STAFFS - ST5 6LY
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A Bottle of Pop and a Bag of Crisps
How wonderful our lives have changed during my life
time!
As a young girl during the 1950s how excited myself
and my two brothers Desmond and Rowland would be
when mam and dad would get out the old brown
leather suitcases out of the loft to prepare for our

annual Wakes Week holiday to Blackpool.
In some ways we were privileged kids of the time as
most of my friends never had holidays. Times were
very hard, money not available, most of my friends
thought they were lucky to have a day trip with the
local Sunday school to either Rhyl or Southport, that
was their holiday.
As I said we were privileged to have parents who
managed to find enough money each year to take us
away. The real posh families were the ones who went
on holiday to Torquay and stayed in one of the classy
guest houses on the front for maybe a fortnight. When
in Blackpool we stayed in a guest house. It seems
strange now but as a tradition mam always bought us
kids new pyjamas, white ankle socks and black
plimsoles to wear. What a treat!

Our daily routine was to wash, then down for
breakfast, bacon, eggs, beans and toast or a boiled egg
was the menu. Once our bellies were full, it was off
down town for a day strolling through the penny slot
arcades, the odd ride on the amusements then off to the
beach to soak up the sun and in those days we did have
sun.
At night mam and dad would take us into the town
where myself and my two brothers would sit outside
one of the many pubs with a bag of Smiths crisps, the
ones with a blue bag of salt in and a bottle of pop. This
was the time when mam and dad sat in comfort and
relaxed with a glass of beer or wine. On the Wednesday
of our holiday week we were treated to a comic each,
Des and Ro had either a Dandy or a Beano which they
could swap and I had the School Friend.
It was an exciting time for us kids, we found plenty of
things to do, we never got bored.
No mobile phones or tablets, we always found a way
to be entertained. On the odd occasion we went to see
a show or visited the Tower, a donkey ride or even a trip
on one of the many trams travelling along the front.
One thing that never leaves you is the smell of the sea,
the candy floss and sitting on the beach wall with a bag
of chips.
A tradition at our guest house on the final day of our
holidays was photographs to be taken and the one
above shows our mam, me Wendy, Des and Ro. The
picture was taken on the North Shore when I was only
10 years old, 61 years ago.
I have had such lovely times as a family and I have so
many fond memories of my times in Blackpool. The
strange things is despite all those years flying by, my
love for Blackpool has not nor will ever change and I
with my husband Les visit two or three times a year
with friends and it still excites me. It’s nice to share
such lovely memories.
Wendy Machin.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley Probus Annual Event

Pictured is Charles Carnes of
Wereton Road Audley, aged 90
years being presented with a
long service medal by the
Audley branch of Probus.
The annual event was held in
December 2015 at the Alsager
Golf & Country Club which
was such a resounding
successful venue.
Both the Christmas meal and
the evening’s entertainment
from Mr. Eardley, Magician
Extraordinary were excellent.
So successful was the event
that the officers of the Audley
Probus have decided to relocate
to the Alsager Golf Club
permanently for all future monthly meetings. A big
thank you to Don Caton for his excellent choice of
venue.

Around Audley Calendar

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, SUNBED,
TANNING, HOLISTIC THERAPY
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 

Thanks to everyone’s support, the 2016 Around Audley
Calendar raised £460. This was divided equally
between the Harp Of Gold and Audley First
Responders, both pictured above and opposite.
This year all 130 calendars that were ordered all sold,
in addition to a couple of prints of village scenes.

G&L.J. Fairbanks
Fairbanks &
& Son
Son
G&L.J.
PoolEnd
EndNursery,
Nursery,Leycett
LeycettLane,
Lane,Leycett
LeycettST5
ST56AN
6AN
Pool

Bedding
Plants
Now&Available
Seasonal
Baskets
Shrubs
Tomato &advice
Cucumber
Gardening
givenPlants
Freely!
Gardening Advice Is FREE!

Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399

There are still some available
if anyone is interested.
For more details please visit
http://www.facebook.com/
AroundAudley or http://www.
aroundaudley.co.uk or email
calendar@aroundaudley.co.uk.
Other images are available
to buy online at http://
shraleybrookmedia.co.uk/
shop/ Hopefully I will be
producing a calendar or
maybe two again later in the
year. Duncan Richardson.
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Choirs’ Christmas Concert

It seems like a long time ago now that we all enjoyed the
Christmas Concert given by Audley Male Voice and
Audley Ladies Choirs, and their guest artistes. Not only
did we all enjoy the evening, but it was decided by both
choirs that all the proceeds should be given to The Donna
Louise Hospice and Douglas MacMillan. As a result,
cheques to the value of £557.50 were given to both
worthy causes.
Pictured, we see Margaret Pointon on the left from the
Ladies Choir and David Eardley from the Male Voice
Choir handing over the cheque to the Donna Louise
representative.
A very sincere thank you to you all for your wonderful
effort.
Brian Dodd.

Official Opening of St
James Church Hall
Refurbished Facilities.

The official opening of the newly
refurbished facilities took place on
Friday 8th April 2016.
All those agencies, local groups
and individuals who had
contributed in any way were invited.
Pictured left to right are Borough
Councillor Bert Proctor, County
Councillor Anne Beech along with
Jill Washington, a representative of
St James Mothers Union, unveiled
three plaques.
One, placed by St James PCC,
acknowledged and thanked all those
who had contributed in any way.
Another recognized the help of
Staffordshire County Council,
through Councillor Anne Beech.
The third was in recognition of the
contribution of WREN through the
FCC Community Action Fund
Grant.
Due to the generosity of all the
contributors we have been able to
completely refurbish our kitchen to

create a pleasant working
environment, as well as meeting
latest hygiene regulations.
Our second phase saw the
creation of a disabled toilet and
baby changing facility along with a
wheelchair lift between the two
halls.
This second phase was only
possible due to the generosity of
WREN.
We realized that with these new
facilities we have been very blessed,
and thought it only right to do
something in recognition of this.
As a result we have ‘Twinned’ our
new toilet facilities with a school in
Kenya, thus providing them with a
toilet block of four WCs.
St James PCC thank all those
organizations and individuals who
have helped us in any way, without
your support this would not have
been possible.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Audley Football Club News
At the time of putting pen to paper at the start of April
we have just over a month of the football season left.
Having said this some teams still have almost half a
seasons worth of fixtures to complete as a result of the
extremely wet winter we have witnessed.
Hopefully upon completion of these fixtures some of
our teams will be inline for some silverware. I shall
update you in the next issue if the club actually achieves
this. As mentioned in the last edition of ACN the first
team progressed to the semi-final of the Staffordshire FA
Vase but unfortunately lost at Heath Hayes.
However, this was still a great effort by all involved
with the team. On the fundraising front the Beer

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944
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Festival was well received again raising much needed
funds for the club. Audley Football Club would like to
express our thanks and gratitude to all the sponsors,
volunteers, and customers who helped to make the event
worthwhile. Without this support the event would not
be viable. From the proceeds of the Beer Festival the
club as promised also made donations to Audley
Community News and Cardiac Risk in the Young
(CRY).
This Summer we shall also be hosting the Harp Of
Gold fun day as well as events that will help to raise
further funds for CRY. So please keep an eye out for
updates around the village and on social media
regarding these events as your attendance would be very
welcome. Richard Platt Chairman.

Dan Matthews
Garden Services
Lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying,
pressure washing, leaf clearing,
small tree work
and general maintenance.
All jobs considered.
Regular/one off work undertaken.
Call/text 07933013206
to arrange a free quote

38
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Audley & District
Wi News, 2016

After all our celebrations in 2015, I
thought we would feel our bubble
had well and truly burst, and that
2016 would be an anti-climax. But Audley WI started
2016 really well.
Our January meeting with Pauline Snooke was
about a bicycle trip to Paris she took with her sister
when they were in their late teens. It really was
amazing, and to think two young women went on
their bicycles all the way to Paris; probably safer then
than they would have been today. Pauline is a very
warm and funny lady, and gives a brilliant talk if you
are ever lucky enough to hear her. A real tonic in
January when you are paying your subscription fee.
In February, Derek Poulson truly entertained us
with ‘Dialects and Accents’. He was a breath of fresh
air, in fact it was more like a tornado! Derek was
definitely a force of nature, who took us all around the
country, talking in accents with anecdotes and stories.
He resembled in looks and manner to my favourite
comedian Billy Connelly. He made the grandest of
entrances and you definitely knew he had left the
building. We will never forget him, that’s for sure!
Graham and Judy White came in March and gave us
a slide show on how they developed their garden in
Wood Leighton Grove, in Uttoxeter to become an NGS
(National Garden Scheme) garden. What they
achieved with their sons was amazing; you truly had to
see the slides to believe it. When they had finished,
their friends suggested they apply to NGS so that they
could open their garden to the public, although that

Operation Christmas Child

Audley Community News

would mean more work to make it comply with Health
and Safety Regulations. A great deal of work went into
building walls and paths so that it was also wheelchair
friendly. If you visit I’m sure it would be well worth it.
It reminded me of a miniature Biddulph Grange
Garden. I would think that if you went on the NGS
website you could find details of the gardens available
to visit.
On 7th April we were the hosting Institute for our
Border Kleys group meeting. Betley, Keele and
Westlands WIs joined us to listen to Victor Crawford
talk about lady aviators from Amy Johnson to Carol
Vorderman. You don’t realise how brave these women
were, especially in the days when there wasn’t the same
equipment and available technology. When they were
up there in one of those little planes they were truly on
their own with nothing more than butties and a flask
for refreshment. When they did land anywhere they
had to look after their planes so they had to be
engineers too. Very brave women, especially during
the war.
In April we looked forward to the RSPCA coming to
talk to us. Then in May it is our AGM. Then June
brings our birthday party. In July I shall be a little
concerned about Kevin Reynolds with his talk
‘Introduction to Bats’, as when I was at work on the
night shift a bat got in and chased me up a corridor!
Kath Reynolds is coming in August to talk about
‘Goose Grease and Brown Paper’. There was a good
piece about her in the Sentinel and it sounds like it
should be interesting.
If you would like to come and visit us, come to the
Pensioners Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month.
Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for more
information.

cheaply, so woolly hats, gloves and scarves can be
picked up for a bargain. Shops like the Pound Shop,
Home Bargains and B&M are opening all over the
“Is it that time of year already?” I
place, so items like toothpaste, tooth brushes, soap and
hear you ask; well yes and no. Let
me introduce myself. My name is face cloths can be bought throughout the year. They
Josie Knight and I have taken over also have stationary items galore. Buy the items for
your box each month and spread the cost, as a lot of
the admin side of Operation
our supporters already do.
Christmas Child, Audley, from
If you would like a flat pack shoebox then do get in
Barbara Jones. She is taking a well
earned back seat from now on, but touch, and I can drop one off locally. I have already
will still be involved in fundraising been asked for 35 for a group of local ladies who help
to fill theirs each month! Why not learn a new skill
and raising awareness for the
and crochet or knit a hat or scarf, I am sure the folk at
cause.
I would like to keep you all up to date with progress the Friday craft group in the Boughey Arms would be
and upcoming events. The first event of interest, which willing to teach you.
Can I add my thanks to those of Barbara, in the
Audley Christian Viewpoint are organising, is a craft
previous edition, and appeal for your continued
fair; details on the poster in the magazine. The
support of this worthwhile cause again this year.
proceeds will go to OCC and we would be very
Audley folk are some of the most generous people I
grateful for any donations to the stall that we will be
know and always step up to the mark. If you add up
manning on the day. Watch this space for the date of
the charity meal at Alessi that I will be organising later the number of boxes we sent from Audley to those of
Halmer End it comes to over 1000! That is some
in the year.
achievement for a small village such as ours.
What can you all be doing in the meantime? Well
Josie Knight via OCC@knightingale.org.uk
some shops are selling off their winter stock quite

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Spokes Bikeshop, a new
hub for all cyclists

Spokes Bikeshop located in Silverdale opened their doors
earlier this year. The shop came about after Alex, an
Audley lad and Kev where made redundant at the end of
last year. They are hugely enthusiastic about cycling and
need to ride on a daily basis to keep sane. Together they
have a combined total of 45 years in the bicycle trade and
cater for all things pedal powered. The shop is a hub for
the top end of the mountain biking scene in Stoke on
Trent, a place for the best advice and service in the area.
They offer bespoke custom built bikes together with off
the shelf options and a friendly welcome environment for
a chat and coffee. Its the place to get anyone started with
cycling, from young children to adults. They also offer
kids specific mountain bike rides to give the youth of
today a chance to start into a lifetime of friends and
experiences. For Alex and Kev nothing else compares.

Charity begins at Holyhead

Hi I’m Chris Tunnicliffe one of the team members that
helps with this newsletter. Last year a group of cyclists
from KM Fit and myself cycled from Manchester to
Blackpool for the charity Shine. This year we are joining a
team from the Swan at Betley to cycle from Holyhead to
Betley. The Joshua Tree, Royal Stoke University Hospital
Renal Unit and The Peter Pan Nursery are the charities we
raising money for. If you’d like to donate please logon to
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/betleybikecurious

Alex

We are Spokes bikeshop LTD located in Silverdale.
We cater for all things pedal powered.

service

sales

advice

coffee
rs

61-63 High Street, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6LY

 Shop: 01782 937786 Kev: 07595 871125 Alex: 07931 503630
 www.spokesbikeshop.co.uk info@spokesbikeshop.co.uk
 Find us on Facebook
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Audley Male
Voice Choir 2016

The choir marches on and we have celebrated our first
birthday with musical Director Sue Hallam ....... how
times flies - and what an incredible journey.
It has been an eventful year, with many super
concerts and two successful collaborations with other
choirs, namely, the Audley Ladies Choir and the
University Hospital Ladies Choir.
These produced two very enjoyable and acclaimed
concerts which were reported in our notes in the last
issue.
We have an ongoing recruitment campaign for
gentlemen to join our ranks in all sections but
particularly Baritones. This is providing a steady
trickle of interested choristers many of whom have
made themselves members. We have one particular
new young baritone who after only a few months with
the choir put pen to paper and circulated an internal
letter headed “Finding Your Feet While Finding Your
Voice” and it describes “A complete beginner’s guide
to Music with the Audley Male Voice Choir”.
The full text can be seen on the choir’s website at
www.admvc.co.uk
We held our Celebrity Concert in the Victoria Hall,
Hanley in Sunday 24th April with guests VOCES8.
From a chorister’s perspective it was an ‘awesome’
experience. The feedback that we have received from
concert goers includes superlatives ‘Best Ever’, ‘A
Triumph’, ‘Excellent’, ‘Astounding’ etc.
All music tastes were catered for and the night will
long live in the memory.
Our sincere thanks to Sue Hallam for making this
happen and giving us all such a wonderful experience.
We look forward to the following concerts in the
next few months:

Wolstanton Methodist Church - Sat 18th June
The Festival Centre, Market Drayton - Sat 25th June
St Oswald’s Church, Brereton - Sat 23rd July
Holy Trinity Church, Llandudno - Sat 21st Aug
Can we also remind any interested gentlemen out
there, that we rehearse on Thursday evenings 7 30pm
to 9 30pm in Audley Methodist Church Hall (ST7
8QF)
So why not come along you will be made most
welcome.
‘Tenor Clef ’ (A Chorister)

Toms Taste Topics Front Cover

We are once again most grateful to Tom Dunn our
local photographer for suppling us with a local nature
scene from within our parish. This issues cover is of a
Buzzard, the picture was taken in a wood near Scot
Hay Cricket ground.

The Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council
Recycling and Waste Collection Service is changing!

From 4th July 2016, the current service will be
replaced by a new weekly recycling service.

Garden and Non-recyclable Waste – collected
fortnightly on alternate weeks

The new service is made up of 3 boxes and will
replace the current bag-based system.
This will make storage of recyclable materials easier
for residents as the boxes will be emptied more often
and will stack.

Why is the service changing?
Recycling and composting waste is cheaper than
disposal in landfill. By introducing a simpler system
we hope residents will recycle more of their waste.
This will cut costs by reducing the amount of waste
sent for incineration or to landfill. Councils also have
a statutory duty to recycle, with government targets
requiring at least 55% of waste to be recycled by 2020.
The new service will make it easier to meet these
objectives.
Your collection day is likely to change but we will send
details of any changes out in June. We are also holding
a number of information events across the borough in
the run up to the service change.
Keep an eye out on our Twitter page (@nbcrecycling)
for an event near you and come along if you have any
questions.

What will the new service look like?
Red Box: Metal and Plastic Bottles – collected
weekly.
Green Box: Glass and Cardboard – collected weekly.
Blue Box: Paper, Batteries, Small Appliances and
Textiles – collected weekly.
Food Waste – collected weekly

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Rotary Club of Audley

Allow me to introduce
myself. My name is Ian
Knight and I have taken over
from Neil Giniss as Public
Relations Officer, so this is
my first article for this
magazine. We have speakers
at most of our meetings and
below are the highlights of
the year so far.
Jane Green, from the
charity Street Child, spoke
passionately about the work
they carry out with orphans in West Africa who have
become the innocent victims of the Ebola epidemic.
Although thankfully death rates continue to fall, the
plight of these forgotten young people remains and the
club was delighted to make a contribution towards the
charity’s work.
Once again the club was generous in its support for
the Salvation Army’s annual toy appeal. Thanks to all
of our members and others who purchased toys…..be
assured the organisers really do make sure that they go
to genuinely needy kids.
We sent a cheque for £700 to the charity ‘Railway
Children’, money raised from a sponsored walk. This
was matched by Rotary’s ‘Matching Grant Scheme’
More on this later.
It is some years since the club has been able to
interest any of its school contacts in “Youth Speaks”,
but this year a group of 3 students from Madeley High
School featured in the District Final at Aldridge Youth
Theatre on March 7, and two members went along in
support. For those that aren’t familiar with it, this is a
team based public speaking competition with time
constraints, whereby the students select a theme for
presentation and split the roles into introducer,
presenter/speaker, and vote of thanks “giver”. Clearly
it’s about developing young people’s self confidence in
terms of “getting on their feet” as well as their
organisational and presentational skills, and although
our youngsters were not placed, they seemed to get a
lot out of it and are keen to have another go next year.
We are giving them a £20 WH Smith’s voucher each as
a token of appreciation, and, of course, it builds on our
existing good relations with MHS.
A committee has been active over the last year or so
trying to restore the fortunes of the former Halmer
End Miners Institute with a view to reviving
community activities in that local village. Mike
Joynson was invited to speak to us about the progress
they have made, and having been granted a lease over
the land and buildings, it seems the enterprise is now
on a firmer footing. The local football club had a
successful history before having to move away from
the village, and it is planned that they should return to
this site following the acquisition of a portakabin-style
changing and showering facility, which the club is
hoping to fund via a District Grant submitted by
Foundation Chair Paul Barrow.
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Watch this space for news of how this progresses.
The Rev Stephen Pratt spoke of life as an Army
Chaplain. He came across as a most approachable and
warm-hearted man, firmly rooted in his family life and
not really wearing his religious “heart on his sleeve”. I
suppose like anyone whose working day regularly
brings them into contact with traumatised and
stressed out individuals there’s an inner toughness
lurking beneath the calm exterior, but you could sense
how his humour and relaxed manner would help him
relate to his charges and in the job generally!
Finally, on March 30th, we heard from Tony Berry,
who for over 35 years has been the driving force
behind the North Staffs Heart Committee. They
started off from the premise that North Staffordshire
had a population with a higher than average incidence
of heart related problems, probably because of its
industrial heritage. Tony and his committee set about
fund raising in support of related research and
purchase of equipment, based in our local hospitals
rather than via the British Heart Foundation. The
results sound very impressive, with locally based
medical specialists being leaders in their field and
“value for money” negotiating skills being applied to
purchasing. Our modest contribution to the fund did
not significantly swell the £6 million already raised,
but Tony enjoyed his evening with us anyway, and
every little helps.
To learn more about Rotary visit our website,
Googling Audley Rotary is probably easier, contact us
via our Facebook and Twitter accounts or e-mail us at
audleyrotary@gmail.com
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whats on in the parish

Audley Christian Viewpoint
invite you to a

STRAWBERRY CRAFT FAIR
on Saturday 11th June 2016
in St. James’ Church Hall, Audley
from 9:30am -1:30pm
It’s free, it’s fun and it’s for you,
your family and friends.
(If you would like to rent a stall the charge is £10 ring Barbara 720352).

CARA (FUN DAY) 2016

The Children of Audley Residents Association (CARA)
are to hold their 13th Annual Carnival and Fun Day
on Saturday 9th July.
The gates will open at 11am and close at 7pm.
There will be something for all the family.
Everyone is very welcome.
So far we have booked:
Music Festival ~ Beer Tent ~ Refreshments ~ Fair ~
Games ~ Tombola ~ Raffle ~ Tea Tent ~ Face Painter ~
Creepy Crawlies ~ Stalls Galore ~ Come Dressed as your
Superhero Competition ~ Car Boot ~ and much much
more.
We still have vacancies for Stalls and Sponsors, so if you
fancy supporting a good local cause then please get in
touch with CARA on Email: childrenofaudley@gmail.
com, Facebook: cara.audley or Mobile: 07808197014.
This event is proven to be a very very popular event
and we look forward to meeting you all there. Thank
you for your continued support it is much appreciated.
YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY B UTCHER • Q UALITY MEAT PRODUCE

John Jackson

S
R
E
BUTCH SHOP
BEEF - LAMB - PORK - FRESHLY COOKED MEATS - HAM - TONGUE - CHEESE - PIES - BREAD - C AKES - OATC AKES
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS

|

OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK - TEL: 01782 720737
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HORSLEYS
H O RT I C U LT U R A L & D O M E S T I C H A R D W A R E

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED UNDER
ONE ROOF
FOR SALE
BEDDING PLANTS
LE
ANTS ALSO AVAILAB

MBER PL
TOMATO AND CUCU
DIY TOOLS & SUPPLIES
SAND | CEMENT | PLASTER
WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

adverts

Potteries Building
Supplies
CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY Sleepers
DELIVERY
Roofing Drainage
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

LOGS,
COAL &
STICKS
FOR SALE

GARDEN TOOLS
BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS
HORSE & DOG FEED
63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY. TEL: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.
We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

BLE
teS AVAILA
t
e
r
a
ig
C
ic
Electron
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.
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CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227
Brochures & Samples available
84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: axelmayer@btinternet.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

william

r i ley

& so n s lt d.

Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants

ED
SE

LE
YS

TU
IX
M

ES

R

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

RI

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
email: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

