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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End - linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

Monday Night is Cheese Night  
tues ‘HaPPY HOUrs’ £2.20 per pint               

5pm-8pm. draught & Cask Beers
 Eat for ‘£2’every Wed 5pm to 8pm

BEER FEsTIVAl
3RD DEC TO 7TH DEC
Oakhams Academy of Excellence

BINGO! tue & sunday afternoon 1-3pm

 

save
up to £5
– ask in group
for more details

Slimming 
World

love

Join a warm and friendly group near you today…

slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000

Visit the website to read Zoes story…

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tel: Clare
07808 192011

++

r



63AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAHOO.CO.uk

editor: e. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565

address:
23 Wood Street  
Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent  
Staffs ST7 8QL

Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Reporter: Mike Joynson
Proof Readers: Linda 
Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Chris Tunnicliffe
Published in the village of 
Audley.

Remember you can  
subscribe to this magazine, 
contact the Editor.

Magazine printed by:
Wood Mitchell Printers Ltd
Festival Park ST1 5TH.

FeatUres

us not forget those who have no 
visitors, friends or relations to share 
in the Christmas spirt and maybe 
just a card and a mince pie.

A quick hello would be so much 
appreciated, surely it would only 
take a moment of your time.

Our village has had another 
successful year for raising funds for 
numerous needy causes.  We 
should be so proud of our local 
voluntary groups who carry out 
these events.

We will soon be looking forward 
to a New Year and many more of 
life’s challenges.  Despite all the 
problems we have here in our 
village, there’s one thing I myself 
will say, this is my village and I 
would not change where I live, I 
love living in this Parish of Audley.

At the start of my message I told 
of the 50th edition of the magazine.  
How long can we go on, who 
knows ?  All I can say is as long as 
we enjoy producing and publishing 
it, we will be continuing to bring 
you News and Views from our 
parish community.

A Very Merry Christmas and A 
Happy New Year to you all. 

Ernie Moulton Editor

Editors message.
Welcome to the 50th issue of our 
magazine.  If in 2003 you had asked 
me if we would reach this milestone 
I may have laughed at the thought.

There are many who have given 
me help and support during these 
past twelve years, but none more 
than Sue Wykes my assistant editor. 

Sue is a diamond who keeps me 
on the straight and narrow and I 
wish to thank her for all the help 
she has given to me during every 
publication.  I must also mention 
Chris our graphics designer who 
has transformed the look of our 
magazine out of recognition and 
despite being in the background he 
is always on hand to guide me 
through the many problems I seem 
to have with graphics and my 
computer glitches.

There is also a special thank you 
for everyone who has been or still 
is part of our editorial team no 
matter how small a part they play.  
Thank You All!

We will soon be celebrating our 
festive season, wow how quickly 
this year has passed.

During this time of festivity, let 

Pure Charity with Style
Charitable spirit was once again shown by 
members of staff at the Purity Hair & Beauty 
Salon in Ravens Lane Bignall End, when on 
the 5th October owner, Andrea Middleton 
with all her members of staff, held a week of 
fund-raising for people in need.

The picture opposite shows Jessica, 
Karren, Kate, Andrea, Kerry and Emily 
inside the Salon dressed in Roman costume.

During the week the event was held, 
chocolates and champagne were on hand  
for customers who visited the Salon to taste  
and the opportunity to make a donation for 
the Macmillan Hospice who care for people 
in need.

Not only were the ladies from the salon 
involved, Andrea persuaded her husband 
Eddie, a local property builder and her 
brother Darren Metcalf, to take part in a 
sponsored ‘ Under Arm or Back waxing” on 
the Friday evening to help raise further 
funds for the charity.  It makes me wince just 
thinking about it.

The Macmillan Hospice is a charity which 
Andrea holds dear to her heart, as close 

family members who have been affected by health problems have 
needed care which they provided.

The event helped to raise £800 which has now been sent to the 
charity.

Andrea has asked me to thank all who helped to raise such a 
fantastic amount of money in such a short period of time.

r
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It’s that time of the year again!  Oh no it isn’t!  Oh yes it 
is!....Rehearsals are in full swing for our annual 
pantomime which is Dick Whittington.

It’s a traditional pantomime with modern twists, 
with a combination of fun, laughter, iconic cinematic 
moments and an up beat soundtrack.  Involving a cast 
of enthusiastic ‘energetic’ youngsters and experienced 
‘energetic’ adults, it promises to be a lively entertaining 
production for all the family.

The photograph attached is of Anna Jones who plays 
‘Queen Rat’ and Martin Thomas who plays the ‘Dame’.  
The dates are 27th-30th of January and the 3rd-6th 
February.  This well loved and traditional story has 
always thrilled our audiences in the past so hurry up 
and get your tickets as it is sure to sell out!  Ring 
Pauline on 01782 720708.  Wendy Brough is the head of 
the Directors team and has been hard at work since the 
beginning of October, so please come and support all 
our cast.  You will be guaranteed a fun afternoon or 
evening!!

Those of you who read the last edition of this 
magazine will notice that the dates for our production 
of ‘Blithe Spirit’ were changed from October to 
November.  Sorry to all who were confused by this, but 
due to unforeseen circumstances we had to delay the 
production.  There were a few reasons for this but 
another complication was that our very talented actress 
Susan Henshall fell over in the village whilst getting 
some milk during a break in rehearsals.  She broke her 
arm in 2 places, shattering her elbow.  Whilst we were 
only too happy for her to be on stage in plaster, her 
consultant said no.  Therefore I had to step in and take 
her part.  However she is on the way to a full recovery 
which is the main thing! 

Earlier in September we had a jumble sale to raise 
some well needed funds!

Audley Theatre NEWS We raised over £300 
and had a hilarious 
evening with our 
members modelling 
some of the dresses 
(and that was the 
men!).  Comments 
from the public 
were positive and 
some confirmed 
they had never 
been to a jumble 
sale before!  
Therefore we hope 
to make this an 
annual 
fundraiser, so 
look out for the 
posters next September.

Other fundraisers are planned so check our facebook 
page and our web site for more details, as well as 
checking for posters in the village.  

Fundraising is an important part of theatre life as we 
have our own building to maintain.  In fact we heard 
just a month or so ago that Biddulph players have 
folded so we must endeavour to work hard to raise 
funds.  This we can’t do without the support of you, the 
villagers and our audiences! 
Don’t forget we still have our Saturday coffee mornings 
10am-12 noon and you could call in for a warm 
welcome.  The milky coffee is the favourite beverage of 
the morning!! 
Anyone interested in joining us can also pop in then 
for any information. 
There will be news of our next production, scheduled 
for May in the next edition of this magazine.
                     Yvonne Johnson 

Carpets at warehouse priCes
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years

80/20 Wool twists British made 
rrp £15.99 p.s.y - our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back stain resistant carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y

100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

present tHis advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote street,  chesterton, newcastle under lyme Tel: 01782 562245

mon, tues, Wed, fri, sat 10.30  - 5.30. tHurs 10.30 - 4. open sunday 10.30 - 2
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Clothing alterations, repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  the Cobbles  36/38 Church street, audley  
tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

the perfect Fit

images for illustration purposes only.

I’m sure that most of our regular readers will recall the  
story of the little boy Ethan Dalgarno that we published 
in issue 48 of this magazine, but for those of you who 
have not read it here is just a short introduction to 
Ethan.

Ethan is now 3 years of age and was one of twins born 
to his mother Niki, sadly Elliot his brother passed away.

When Ethan was born it was found he had spina 
bifida, hydrocephalus, a dislocated hip and club feet.

Within 6 months of his birth Ethan has had 6 
operations and 12 general anaesthetics and is paralysed 
from the waist down.

But despite all this hardship, inside Ethan there is a 
little giant and his saving grace is his wheelchair.

This little boy loves his wheelchair and expresses 
himself by using it to play basketball, despite his young 
age.  He is in fact, with his older brother Finley, a regular 
player for The Stoke Spitfires Basketball Team, where 
despite all his handicaps, he competes with the best of 
them.

Ethan’s only problem was that his wheelchair was not 
designed for Basketball and the cost of a specially made 
one was out of the question, thus this would deprive him 
of his main aim in life, just to play and have fun.

Funding was the only answer. 
During my time as the Editor of this magazine I have 

often written how generous the people of our village can 
be and I often get asked where to go for help.  

In my quest to be of help I have found there is one 
group that I can always rely upon, if they have funds 
available.

Whenever there is a crisis or someone in need The 
Rotary Club of Audley is always on hand to help.

I spoke to Robert Edwards from the Audley Rotary 
Club who then made a visit to Ethan’s home and within 
a few days an offer to have a new specially designed 

wheelchair to suit Ethan was made.  
As can be seen in the photograph attached, Ethan 

has now been presented with his wheelchair.  
The presentation was made at the Butchers Arms 

Public House on Wednesday 14th October.
Pictured left to right Robert Edwards making the 

presentation for Audley Rotary, Ethan, Finley, mum 
Niki and dad Luke.  

We wish to thank Audley Rotary once again for 
bring a smile to a little boy’s face.

This is what Rotary is all about

The staff at the Audley Well Pharmacy raised £447.48 
for the Race for Life Cancer Research UK charity 
which took place on Tuesday 9th June.  The staff team 
of Julie Hartley, Linda Gidman, Emma Copeland, 
Vicki Basnet, Lesley Wilson and Kaylie Doorbar, who 
are pictured above,  would like to thank everyone who 
contributed to the collection.

Audley Pharmacy Fund-raiser
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Well where does the time go, it’s twelve months since 
we were writing the last thank you article for the help 
and support to make the first Pink Week so successful, 
and here we are again.  The difference is that this year 
we have completed the week and so far have produced 
£8,500 WOW another good result.  There are still 
some events to take place.  So what has 
happened during the last 12 months, quite a 
lot, the work for finding a cure for all cancers 
keeps going on and trying to find better 
treatment, and indeed things are improving 
but it takes so much time, effort and money.  

BREAST CANCER NOW is a new charity 
formed out of two charities i.e Breast Cancer 
Campaign and Breakthrough Breast Cancer 
coming together and pooling their resources.  
Breast Cancer Now supports 450 of the 
world’s brightest researchers and more than 
30 institutions across the UK and Ireland 
covering a wide range of disciplines – 
biologists, geneticists, surgeons, doctors and 
psychologists and at the same time 
supporting new talent with 26 PhD students 
and 5 scientific fellowships.  The Research 
Centre in London is the first of its kind in 
the UK and houses 129 researchers across 
multidisciplinary teams.  For every £1 Breast 
Cancer Now invests in the Research Centre 
they bring in another £2.38.

So back to Audley.  Many new people and 
businesses came on board this year and much 
planning was done to produce the Saturday 
event.  Many people have said to us what a 
lovely atmosphere and buzz there was in the 
village that day.  There were motor bikes, 
scooters, vintage cars, stalls of several kinds 
even a climbing wall and open air haircuts. 
It was good fun.  Throughout the week many 
individuals and voluntary groups had held Pink 
Parties, coffee mornings, concerts and flower 
sales.  So much work and effort was  put in 
showing the public spirit that is alive in Audley.  
People from outside the Parish were very 
complimentary and many said that where they 
live there is not the same spirit they saw over Pink 
Week.

We were pleased to welcome the Deputy Mayor of 
Newcastle and the Town Crier to join in our fund 
raising/awareness campaign and hope that more ladies 
(and men) are aware of what is happening and indeed 
what to do to protect themselves.  The Town Crier is 
fairly new to Newcastle, but if anyone has anything 
they want to “shout” about at their events he can be 
contacted on 07895609707.

Thank you to all the residents and businesses of 
Audley Parish, and indeed beyond for all their help 

Above pictured shows a group of customers from the 
Swan Inn Bignall End who dress in costume each year 
to help raise funds for charity.  This year’s event 
consisted of a bucket walk to the village, followed by a 
barbecue buffet with entertainment by local group 
‘Lost in the Mist’ at the Swan Inn.  The cake seen held 
by Mr. Sturge was baked by his daughter, Debbie 
Verdiani then raffled off at the event, where almost 
£300 was raised for Pink Week.  Pictured front centre 
is Linda Shaw, landlady of the Swan, with customers 
left to right, Trevor Tittley, Kevin Duffy, Malcolm 
Sturge, Susan Billington and Don Billington.

Audley parish 
goes pink 2015

and support.  
As we finish we should add congratulations to Ernie 

who has been producing the Audley Community News 
and brought it on to such a professional magazine for 
our Parish, this is the 50th edition.  Congratulations to 
Ernie and all his staff.

Pictured below can be seen left to right Newcastle 
Borough Council Town Crier, Gordon Brayford, Julie 
Stanley, Peter, Mr Pink, Izzy Hope, aged 10, and 
Debbie Boden with one of the two vintage cars 
supplied by Mike Symons who gave trips around the 
village to help raise funds.
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SpINNINg
CLASSES

profESSIoNAL 
NUtrItIoNAL 

ADVICE

CIrCUIt 
trAININg

pErSoNAL 
trAININg

KorE fItNESS, StoNEwALL INDUStrIAL EStAtE, SILVErDALE
www.KorEfItNESS.Co.UK   KorEfItNESS

  KArL - 07947566670  or  BEN - 07881205684

 

Most makes of stoves are now available.

nEW OPEnIng HOuRs

10am - 3pm  Saturdays only.

Appointments can be made for any day including Sundays.

Contact Richard 07432 091 699  or  Sara 07711 108 173

THE sTOVE EMPORIuM lTD.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk

Lorna Meakin of Albert Street Bignall End, can be seen 
celebrating her 90th Birthday at her home on the 10th 

of October 2015.
Lorna was born 

in Wood Street 
Bignall End and has 
spent all her life as 
a member of the 
parish.

Lorna has a 
daughter Sheila 
and a son Brent 
and is a very proud 
grandmother and 
great grandmother.

Her late husband, 
Raymond, a former 
heavy goods driver 
for the Audley 

Parish Council, sadly passed away in 1995.
Lorna has been a dog lover and owner for most of 

her life.  
Lorna was presented with this beautiful cake by 

Debbie her granddaughter which was specially made 
in the form of a Cavalier King Charles Spaniel a breed 
she has had so many fond memories of.

She was a former employee at the Rist Wires & 
Cables factory in Milehouse, also worked at the Royal 
Ordance Factory at Radway Green and her final job 
was working for the Burgess Bakery in Newcastle.

We at the Audley Community News wish to 
congratulate Lorna on her 90th birthday and wish her 
all the best for the future.

Audley Methodist Church
During the three months from December to February 
(inclusive), our Minister, Helen, is going on sabbatical.

All Methodist ministers are expected to do this at 
intervals during their working life.  The idea is that 
they study, and carry out a relevant project – and 
recharge their batteries. 

During this time their churches are looked after by 
one of the other Circuit ministers, in our case Revd 
John Palmer.

The Christmas season will commence with a Coffee 
and Mince Pie morning on December 19th between 
10 and 12 noon.  All will be welcome to this which 
will include a Christmas sing along and there will be 
various stalls. 
Our Christmas Carol service will be held at 6pm and 
will be led by Arthur Ford.  There will be a Christmas 
Eve service at 7pm on the 24th led by Bryan Harrison, 
and the Christmas Morning service at 10am will also 
be led by Arthur Ford.

On December 27th there will be a service in the 
morning which will be a local arrangements service 
when we will be singing our favourite Christmas 
Carols.  There will not be an evening service on that 
day.

In March there is to be a Mothering Sunday service.
All are welcome at any of these special services or any 
of the regular functions at the church, especially the 
Tuesday coffee mornings in the hall foyer between 10. 
30am and noon, also the fortnightly ladies CAMEO 
group (which has no January meetings) which restarts 
on February 2nd at 7.30pm and any other church 
services at either 10.30am or 6pm on Sundays.

Celebrations for Lorna
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Once again, the first half term in school has been a 
busy and productive one with the new Year 7 pupils 
settling in well. 

Already planning ahead, the New Intake Evening, as 
held on 17th September, was a huge success.  Year 6 
pupils and their parents got involved in a wide range of 
activities, from sampling the food prepared by our 
GCSE Catering to watching (and taking part in) a 
whole range of Science experiments. 

Not content with impressing prospective new 
students and parents, 16 intrepid GCSE Catering 
students set off for Manchester to try and gain some 
valuable information and experience in preparation for 
their Controlled Assessment.  Upon arrival, they made 
their way to Yo! Sushi in the Arndale Centre for a sushi 
making masterclass.  The pupils got to grips with the 
seaweed, rice and vegetables to successfully create 
Kappa (Cucumber) Maki, Avocado Maki and 
Vegetable Hand Rolls.

Then it was to aBode and the Michael Caines 
(holder of 2 Michelin Stars) restaurant where they 
received a tour of the kitchens and got to take part in 
an extensive Q & A with the Executive Chef.

The Year 11 students had a fantastic time and left 
Manchester full of food and, more importantly, full of 
precious information for their controlled assessments.

Back in school, our Year 6 taster sessions on a Friday 
afternoon continue to go from strength to strength 
with pupils from Ravensmead, Wood Lane, Richard 
Heathcote and St.Chad’s all enjoying lessons in 
Science, Food, Design Technology, ICT and Music.  At 
the recent new intake evening, both parents and pupils 
commented on the success of this programme and 
explained how enthusiastic their children are about 
joining Sir Thomas Boughey next September.  

The Autumn term also sees our annual Harvest 
Festival.  Once again the pupils at Sir Thomas Boughey 
demonstrated their kindness and generosity by 
donating a harvest box per tutor group.  The LAP 
group were pleased to take delivery of some boxes 
whilst others were delivered by our Y11 pupils to 
worthy recipients in and amongst the community.  We 
hope anyone who received a gift enjoyed its contents!

As a school that prides itself on its charity work, 
pupils and staff managed to raise a fantastic £494.12 
for Douglas Macmillan ‘Bring A Pound Day’.  The 
school have also been proud to take part in ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’, ‘Children In Need’ and ‘The 
Salvation Army Toy Appeal’. 

Thursday 19th November saw us celebrate last year’s 
achievements of pupils throughout the school with our 
annual Awards Evening.  This year it was a great 
pleasure and privilege to welcome Parish Councillor  
Mr Bert Proctor (himself a former pupil of the school) 
and his words of wisdom were welcomed and 
appreciated by all.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind you 
that our annual Year 7 Christmas Production is to be 
held on Wednesday 16th December at 7pm.  Please 
feel free to come along and support this event – it 
would be lovely to see the school hall full.

As a final note, our Year 10 pupils are already in the 
process of thinking about possible work experience 
placements, which is due to take place from Monday 
27th June to Friday 8th July 2016.  If you are able to 
provide a placement for any of our pupils, please 
contact the school – your support would be very much 
appreciated.

Sir Thomas Boughey 
2015 Review

Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 ravens lane Bignall end s-o-t next door but one to the post office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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On Saturday 10th October, Audley Cricket Club held 
their annual Junior Presentation Evening which takes 
into account the recognition of achievement for those 
juniors in the Under 9s through to under 17s who have 
participated in the 2015 Junior Cricket Season.

This year awards went to:
Under 9’s, Batting: Ben Forster, Bowling: Billy Jones, 
All Round Performance: Huey Nield, 
Most Improved Player: Kian Finney
Under 11As, Batting: Ben Mellor, Bowling: Danny 
Mellor, All Round Performance: Danny Mellor, 
Most Improved Player: William Birkin
Under 11Bs, Batting: Harry Woodward, Bowling: 
Huey Nield, All Round Performance: Ethan Langford, 
Most Improved Player: Joe Forster
Girls Under 15s, Batting: Libby Clifton, Bowling: 
Luana Sims, All Round Performance: Rebecca Babb, 
Most Improved Player: Tamzin Wilshaw
Under 13s, Batting: Megan Jones, Bowling: Danny 
Mellor, All Round Performance: Eddie Smith (Jean 
Mayer Trophy), Most Improved Player: Quinn Kelsall
Under 15s, Batting: Sebastian Hopwood, Bowling: 
Eddie Smith, All Round Performance: Ben Perkin 
(Dave Roberts Trophy), Most Improved Player: James 
Griffiths.
Under 17s, Batting: Dean Bamsey, Bowling: Tom 
Jones, All Round Performance: Tom Jones, Most 
Improved Player: Eddie Smith (Ted Poole Trophy)
Special Awards went to, Fountain Head Consultants: 
Grace Bambury, Tim Salt Award: Tom Jones, Under 
11s Special Award: Edward King – 5 Wickets against 
Market Drayton, Under 17s Special Award: Dean 
Bamsey – Century against Kidsgrove, Century against 
Wood Lane.
Audley Cricket Club is striving to provide a high 
quality and a welcoming environment for all junior 

members.  During the last 3 years we have put an 
additional 5 of our coaches through their Level 2 
Coaching Course upping our numbers of experienced 
ECB qualified coaches and 1 taking their ‘Coach 
Support Worker’ qualification as we believe that our 
junior members should have the best coaching 
available.  We are also proud to be an ECB Clubmark 
accredited club.

We have over 60 junior members from the age of 6 to 
18 and an increasing number of girls.  During the 
Season teams play throughout weekday evenings or on 
a Saturday morning, summer practice sessions taking 
place on a Friday evening, Indoor Winter training 
starting January 2016 

Pictured above Audley Under 9s, back row Huw 
Bailey (Club sponsor Timberlink), Warren Mellor (U 
11s coach), with Kian Finney, Tom Boundy, Liam 
Hopley, Ben Forster, Tom Jones, Billy Jones, 
Christopher Babb, Huey Nield, Frank Jones, Sam 
Colclough

The Club always welcome new faces if you would like 
to become a social member or a playing member and 
require any further information please contact Audley 
Cricket Club on 01782 720725.

Audley Cricket Club Presentation 2015
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Wembley to 
Britannia in 
Memory of 
Dan Hughes
Tragically, in March of this 
year, Postman Daniel Hughes 
of Stephens Way, Bignall End 
died suddenly in his sleep 
aged just 28.  Dan, as he was 
known, sadly passed away 
without any warning, 
breaking the hearts of his 
family, friends and all those 
who knew him.  He was taken 
from us far too early and will 
never be forgotten.

 In memory of Dan the 
newly formed Dan Hughes Cycling Club (DHCC) 
made up of 14 of his closest friends cycled from 
Wembley Stadium to the Britannia Stadium to raise 
money for a charity chosen by Dan’s family: CRY – 
Cardiac Risk in the Young.

Every week in the UK alone 12 fit and healthy young 
people die suddenly from undiagnosed heart 
conditions. CRY, a charity chosen by Dan’s family, 
helps to prevent young sudden cardiac death through 
awareness, screening and research, and also supports 
affected families.

 Covering approximately 160 miles over 2 days we 
set out from Wembley Stadium at 9am on the morning 
of the 29th August 2015.  
The first day covered 95 miles from Wembley to our 
overnight stop in Warwick.  The following day, on the 
30th, we once again set off at 9am for a 65mile ride 
back home to the finish at the Britannia Stadium 
where Dan was a Stoke City season ticket holder.  The 
ride was a total success.  We had a few punctures and a 
few comedy falls but we had our great support team, 
Dave Hughes, Sue Hughes, Craig Mason & Steven 
Forrest, there to sort us out when we needed them.

Dan was a well-known member of our community, 
which was evident during our emotional lap of the 
Britannia Stadium pitch to the applause of a couple of 
hundred spectators made up of family, friends and 
well-wishers from the local area. 

Later on that evening a Charity Auction was held in 
order to further raise funds for CRY in memory of 
Dan and to celebrate the success of the ride.  This was 
all organised by Kim Hughes, Dan’s older sister.

During the event we enjoyed live music from Ryan 
Whitmore & his band, drew tickets for the raffle & 
auctioned off a huge amount of items generously 
donated by local & national companies.

Including sponsorship money from earlier in the 
year when Dan’s family & friends took part in the 

Potters ‘Arf, the Ride & Auction combined raised 
£16,238!  An absolutely staggering amount.  We never 
dreamed we would get anything near as much as this.  
This didn’t include personal sponsorship money 
though and we expect this figure to total close to, if 
not above, £24,000.

It has been an amazing response for a much loved 
and sorely missed friend.  The money will go towards 
an initial heart screening event to be held in the local 
area for local people in the hope that the experience of 
losing someone so young can be avoided for other 
families and friends.

On behalf of the D.H.C.C. members, Dan’s family & 
friends we would like to thank the local community 
for their generosity and support.  A special thank you 
must be extended to our sponsors & suppliers for 
without their support none of this would have been 
possible – Banks Sheridan, Jumbo waste and Metals 
LTD, Middleton Roofing & Building, Tri-Dev, Sir 
Thomas Boughey High School, LJ’s Barber Shop, 
Rubberfast LTD, M Ridgway Tarmacing LTD, Purity, 
Dave Duffy Gas Services & Intelligent Comfort Group, 
United The Union - Rolls Royce (Nuclear Power) 
Branch, True Grit Training, Staffs FA and PDSL.

The above photograph shows all the team members 
and support team at one of the stop off points during 
the first day of their journey.
Riders: 

Dave Hickson, Andrew Lester, Nathan Stubbs, 
James Duffy, Matthew Stubbs, Steven Bailey, David 
Barlow, Adrian Tilstone, Alex Cotton, Duncan Smith, 
Ben Bowden, Nathan Shaw, Mark Langley, Tom 
Casson

Support Team Dave Hughes & Sue Hughes
Dan’s friends: Craig Mason & Steven Forrest

Photographer Craig Taberner  (Donated his services 
for free to document the ride for us). 



611AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAHOO.CO.uk FeatUres st. jaMes CHUrCH

GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

The Rev. Peter Davies Retires
Peter preached his last service in July prior to retiring 
and moving to the Leek area. 

Peter has been at 
Audley for almost 28 
years, and during 
that time will have 
come into contact 
with most in the 
parish through 
weddings, baptisms 
and funerals.  For 
the congregation at 
St James, some 
who have not 
known any other 
vicar, it will 
certainly seem 
strange not to 
have Peter 
around.  

We now move 
into a period of 

interregnum before choosing a replacement, and that 
person joining us.  This means that we will be without 
a vicar for 6-9 months. 

During this time we will rely on volunteers and 
visiting vicars to cover all the necessary services.  The 
other change is that the new vicar will not only be in 
charge of Audley, but also Alsagers Bank and Talke. 

Peter’s last day was marked with a service attended 

by some 200 people, and followed by a lunch for 160. 
Mike Jessop who was Church Warden when Peter 

arrived, recalled the major events that had occurred 
whilst Peter had been with us, and in proposing the 
toast wished Peter a long and happy retirement. 

Peter responded by reminiscing and thanking 
everyone for their support over the time he had been 
with us.

The congregation then presented him with a cheque 
and an electronic photo frame loaded with pictures of 
events and people from the past 28 years.

Audley Community News would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Peter for all his hard work 
throughout the parish during his time  with us.  

We wish him a very happy retirement in Leek.  
He will be sadly missed by his congregation and all 

who knew him in our parish and the wider 
community.

St James Church
We are presently seeing a number of changes at St 
James’.  In July Preb. Rev. Peter Davies retired after 
serving the church and parish for 28 years and at the 
end of October we will say a sad farewell to the Rev. 
Kip Chelashaw. 

Kip has been with us for five years, and we have 
been lucky to keep him for this long.  Church law 
usually allows four years for a curacy, but with all the 
changes taking place he was allowed to stay for the 
extra year.  Kip will be moving to a parish close to 
Eastbourne for around eighteen months, before 
hopefully returning to Kenya to set up a new church in 
Nairobi.  Kip outlined his future plans at a very 
informative evening, supplemented by pie and peas.

Shortly we will be starting the second phase of our 
hall improvement project. 

This will provide a disabled  toilet and baby 
changing facilities, as well as disabled access to both 
halls.  Once complete this will complement the 
changes to the kitchen, and make our hall user friendly 
to all.

Christmas will be a busy season, in addition to the 
services highlighted on the notice, (see page 38) we 
will be attending the community Christmas fair on 
28th November, and on Saturday 19th December we 

will be joining the Rotary Club in the village to sing 
carols alongside Santa’s sleigh.

Many will have seen the scaffolding around the 
south aisle.  We have been able, with the help of a 
grant, to completely renovate the roof which was 
required to cure a leak that despite several earlier 
attempts we have not been able to stop.

We welcome everyone to any or all of our services 
over Christmas, and assure you of a warm and friendly 
welcome. 

We wish everyone a joyous and peaceful Christmas, 
and a blessed new year.

School Reunion 2015 Class of 75
The school reunion which was held in July at the 
Boughey Arms for people who had left Halmer End 
School 40 years ago was a fantastic success.

The class of 75 which met, had loads of laughter and 
reminiscences of their times spent at the school.  A 
great time was had by all.

Sadly missing was Jane Fox (Fryer) who recently 
passed away.  Please pass on all our condolences to the 
family for their great loss.

Julie Condliffe (nee Aldridge).
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Tribute to Alan Houghton
It is with great 
sadness that we write 
this tribute to Alan 
Gilbert Houghton 
who died with his 
family by his side in 
Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital 
Birmingham on 4th 
July 2015.  Born on 
2nd September 1945, 
the son of Ellen and 
Gilbert Houghton 
(Nellie and Gil), Alan 
spent all of his life in 
Halmer End and 
Miles Green, and was 

known, respected and loved by many from our 
community.

In 1918 Alan’s Gran sent word to her husband serving 
on the front when she had given birth to Alan’s Mum 
Ellen.  Sadly Allen Dunn, delighted to have a daughter 
didn’t make it back from the war, but gave his name to 
Ellen and subsequently to his grandson Alan. 

Alan’s Mum died in 1993, but his Dad Gilbert was 
featured in Audley Community News celebrating his 
one hundredth birthday in October last year.  Gilbert 
passed away in January this year, and it is some 
consolation that he didn’t live to lose his only son.

Born in Halmer End, Alan enjoyed his childhood and 
early adult years locally, working in a furniture shop for 
couple of years before starting work at Calmic based at 
Crewe Hall.  

He met Denise there in 1966 and they were married 
in 1967.  After a brief stint at English Electric, Alan 
followed his Dad to Midland Rollmakers; he was 
purchasing manager until being made redundant in 
1981 following the decline in the steel industry.  He then 

took a job at the Post Office and worked his way up to 
the role of manager and trainer before retiring.  He 
didn’t completely retire though, working again for a 
furniture company and also as a driver for his cousin’s 
delicatessen and bakery business, where the perks of 
course included cakes. 

When not working Alan was fit and active, and was a 
familiar figure running locally, and walking the family 
dogs first Bess and then Sally.  

He was very sociable too, drinking in the local pubs 
and hosting friends at home often into the small hours. 

Denise and Alan had two children Karen and Rob, 
and Alan took an active role in their upbringing, even if 
cooking was not his forte.  He held a legendary 
unbroken record of Father’s Race winner for eleven 
years at Heathcote County Primary, and continued to 
support Rob in his athletic endeavours. 

Alan was proud of Karen and Rob and keen to keep 
in touch with what they were doing.  Thanks to Rob’s 
international jobs Alan and Denise were able to travel to 
places they might not otherwise have considered, 
although he was also happy with a glass of malt whiskey 
in a cottage in Wales or Scotland after walking all day 
with friends and family.

Alan was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukaemia in 
November 2014, and received three treatments of 
chemotherapy at North Staffs University Hospital.  He 
was selected for a stem cell transplant at Birmingham, 
and whilst nervous, was excited about the chance that 
this would give him a cure.  The transplant was deemed 
a success but Alan tragically contracted an infection and 
died of multiple organ failure. 

The family wishes to thank everyone for all the 
support they have received when Alan was ill, for the 
generous donations to the Karen Morris Memorial Trust 
received in memory of Alan, and for the love and 
support that people have provided to Denise and the 
family.

We are sure that all those who knew Alan will 
remember him fondly; we miss him everyday.

Ivor Frederick Davies
Peacefully at his home in Lower 
Milehouse, Newcastle, on 
Saturday 5th September 2015 in 
the care of his loving family, Ivor 
aged 82 a former resident of 
Audley sadly passed away.

He was the loving partner to 
Ann, a devoted brother to Joan 
and a very special friend to all 
who knew him.  A most 
generous caring man, who 
always put others first.

Ivor was born in Audley and as a child also lived in 
Wood Street, Bignall End.  Sadly his mother passed 
away at an early age and Ivor was granny reared.

Ivor attended the Audley Infants school, then on to 
the Ravensmead Infants School and finally to the then 
Halmer End Secondary Modern, now the Sir Thomas 
Boughey.

On leaving school his first job was working in a 
foundry, but then he joined the Royal Horse Artillery. 
Ivan would often say despite being in the RHA he was 
never involved with horses during that time.

After his army service Ivor went to work at a local 
foundry in Chesterton, then moved on to work for the 
late Tommy Kent’s builders company of Audley.

  Ivor finally joined the Service and Maintenance 
Staff at the Swynerton Army Barracks, working there 
until retirement.

He met Ann, his partner, 55 years ago and they had a 
wonderful life together.

Ivor loved fishing, bowling and snooker and had 
been a member of very successful teams from the 
Audley Workingmens Club during his playing years. 

His funeral service took place on 18th September 
2105 at Bradwell Crematorium and all donations were 
sent to the Douglas Macmillan Nurses.  Ivor will be 
greatly missed by all his family and friends especially 
his life long friend George Kinnersley.

Please accept our condolences.
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When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

Joyce Pointon correction.
In my last issue of the magazine I incorrectly gave the 
name of the late Joyce Pointon’s son as Alan, in fact his 
name was Jim.  I wish to apologise for the mistake to 
her family and friends for any distress this may have 
caused. 

Joan Sharples
It is with great sadness that Joan’s family announce that 
Joan passed away peacefully on the 28th July 2015.

Joan lived in Audley for over sixty years. Joan was 
born at Yew Tree farm, Checkly, in 1928.

She left school at the age of 14 years and worked 
alongside her dad Charlie and mum Alice on the farm.

Joan worked hard on the land even driving a tractor 
during the latter years of World War 11 and she 
continued to work at Yew Tree farm until 1952.  In 1952 
she moved to Wereton Road Audley after she married 
Jimmy Sharples.

Joan moved to live at the back of Chester Road after 
the sad loss of her husband Jim in 1976.

Joan is sadly missed by Charlie and Mavis, Anne and 
Mathew, also six grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren.

Joan was a familiar figure in Audley, well known to 
the local people as she pushed her shopping trolly 
through the village streets.  Joan was a fiercely 
independent widow of forty years and for most of her 
life Joan enjoyed very good health.

However she suffered failing health throughout the 
last two years, but her determined and intrepid spirit 
sustained her.

Joan’s family wish to express their gratitude to the 
many friends and neighbours who have offered their 
condolences at this very sad time and wish to close this 
obituary with the poignant words which Jim set in his 
poem of 1948.  This was recited by their granddaughter 
Mary when Joan and Jim were reunited in Audley 
Church Yard on her burial on the 10th of August 2015.

Now the day is over
night has come at last, 

It seems to me like years dear 
since I saw you last.

It won’t be long now darling,
this week will soon be gone,
and when it’s time to see you

I’ll be there on the run.
I find it very lonely,

your comfort was the best
that any man could hope for,

and so in peace I rest.
And so I declare my darling,

my love I send you all,
and as next Tuesday draws near

I seem to hear you call.
I will come right quickly
when you are in distress,
And so I close my darling
So good night God Bless.

Terry Pointon
Terry aged 78 of Bignall End sadly passed away on 
August 18th 2015.  

Terry was the dearly loved husband of Dorothy, a 
much loved nephew of Marian, dear cousin, brother-in- 
law and a very good friend to many.

His funeral service took place at Bradwell 
Crematorium on September 2nd and all donations were 
sent to The Critical Care Unit, U.H.N.M. Charity.

Terry will be sadly missed by all who knew him.
To family and friends please accept our condolences.

Christine Barlow (nee Lines)
We sadly announce that on the 17th September 2015, 
Christine passed away with dignity after a courageous 
battle with illness, with her loving family by her side at 
the Royal Staffordshire University Hospital.

Christine was the devoted wife to husband Geoff, a 
much loved mother to Sharon and Darren, an adored 
nan to Anthony, Kieran, Charlie and Ethan and a loving 
sister to Pat, Carole and the late Kath.

Christine was a fun loving family person who so 
enjoyed family life.  She loved walking her dog with 
husband Geoff and always found time for a chat with 
people she met.

Christine will be so sadly missed by her family, friends 
and neighbours.  The funeral service took place at Holy 
Trinity Church Hartshill on Monday 12th October.  

Please accept our condolences. 
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An old friend imprisoned is called Jet: hence his 
nickname “Jet Lag”.

Like a zebra he wears black and grey stripes. 
A zebra crossing, cross to Australia and vice versa.  

This condition affected me.  Good old Jet!
I left England on the 29th October 2014 and arrived 

in Brisbane Australia on the 31st of October, this was a 
‘Halloween visitation’ having not seen my daughter and 
grandchildren for 4½ years.  Halloween was inevitable.

One must return from Australia within 88 days of 
your arrival, which would make my return journey 
home on the 25th January 2015.

Leaving Brisbane Airport on the 25th January was 
not a particularly happy one for many reasons.  
However C’est la vie.

The temperature at the time of take off was a 
gentle 28 degrees and mid-day.

As I prepared myself for the journey home the 
tune ‘Get Back’ by the Beatles occurred to me, 
Jo-Jo is not my name.  

The tune ‘Sentimental Journey’ also affected 
me; but as a contradiction in terms.  

Emotion will leave me when I leave Australia, I 
thought. 

After 4½ hours of flying it could have done.  
Then only 3½ hours to our first stop-off, 
Singapore.  As a sardine in a can I look forward 
to that celebration, I could release that ‘Lag’ or 
leg.

Singapore the first leg, as a dedicated smoker 
- 3 fags. 2nd leg or lag, Singapore to Abu-Dhabi, 
only another 8hours of cushioned cramp.  

The sardine has to stand, there’s more room 
on a D&G bus from Audley to Newcastle, I kid 
you not!  

Abu-Dhabi at what time?  One is going 
backwards but going forwards, very strange.

The final leg or lag, only another 8hours of total 
“serenity”.  Only one fag at Aber something, Deen, 
Dovey, Dare - could not find the smoking closet!  
Manchester - to boldly go, were no man has been 
before.

I definitely now feel like a sardine in a tin as I am in 
a totally cramped, creased and crushed condition.

I arrive in Manchester on the 26th January 2015 at  
7 30am, about 30hours after leaving Australia at 9am 
on the 25th January, back to “Blighty - wonderful”.  

The luggage only took one hour to unload!! 30 hours 
to go 18 hours, no wonder sense never prevails.

Will the Boomerang come back?  It did but my mate 
Jet?  The lag lasted and still did on the 11th March 

2015.
For youth - GO-GO-

GO!!! Great country.
For us over 60s - You pay 

your money and you take 
your choice!

Here is my grandson (The 
Sundance Kid), his real 
name is Connolly George, 
he’s only 10 years old and it 
looks like he’s following in 
not only his grandfather’s 
foot steps but also his great 
grandfather, my dad John 
Ikin.

I’m sure my father John 
would feel so proud of him, 
just like I do each time we 
meet.              

Despite all the hardships 
with my last journey I will  
once again visit in 2016.

Mike Ikin.

Boomerang Kid from Big Know End

No Amateur He’s a Pro-Rider
When it comes to transport, Stewart Forster of Bignall 
End says he’s found his ideal form.  Stewart is now the 
proud owner of a Pro-Rider electric bicycle.

The cycle is a mobility form of transport which may 
also be purchased from the local Pro-Rider store in 
Newcastle.  The cycle is built in aluminium for 
lightness, with front suspension and having seven gears 
with a number of settings to help with the use of the 
cycle.

It takes between 4 and 6 hours to fully charge at a 
cost of around 10p per charge and a fully charged 
system allows around half a day’s continuous cycling.

The cycle’s top speed is 14 miles per hour and the 
challenge of Bignall Hill is not a problem.

One major advantage of the cycle is that it is fully 
collapsible which then allows it to be stored in the boot 
of a car.

Stewart said it has made life so much better for him, 
allowing him to get out in the fresh air and enjoy the 
lovely sights around our village.
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NOT SURE? DON’T OPEN THE DOOR 
Staffordshire is a very safe place to live and the majority of our residents do not experience 
any kind of crime. However, some people are targeted at home by thieves including 
distraction thieves, bogus officials and rogue traders. These unscrupulous people often target 
vulnerable people, such as the elderly, and they are after one thing and one thing only – your 
money!  
 
To outwit these thieves follow three simple rules when dealing with all doorstop callers.   
 

1) NEVER let anyone you don’t know into your home until you’ve checked their 
credentials first, even if they claim they are from the police, the council, the water or 
electric company, the tax office or any other organisation.  Keep them out and keep 
your front and back doors locked while you contact the company concerned by phone 
using a number you know is legitimate. If they are genuine they won’t mind waiting or 
coming back later. Official organisations will usually make an appointment in advance. 
It’s a good idea to set up security passwords with your suppliers and to always keep all 
your doors and windows locked even when you are at home.   
 

2) NEVER give cash, cards or bank/building society account details, including your pin, to 
anyone who comes to your home no matter which organisation they claim they are 
working for including the police, tax office, council, water or electric company. Official 
organisations would never ask for such details or ask you to hand over money on the 
doorstep. The same rules apply to anyone who contacts you by phone as well.   
 

3) NEVER agree to pay for on the spot work, even if the person claims to be from an 
official organisation and says it is for emergency work connected to drains, burst pipes, 
trees, pests, your roof or chimney or anything else. Official organisations would never 
ask you to pay for work on the spot.  If work really does need doing on your home 
always get three quotes from firms that you know or have been recommended to you 
by someone that you trust.   
 

If you’ve been targeted by a doorstep thief or rogue trader don’t be embarrassed, report it. 
You could prevent it happening to someone else. Tell your friends, relatives and neighbours.  
 

If you’re suspicious of any callers please inform the police by ringing 101 
or if it’s an emergency call 999. If in doubt, keep them out!

Christmas comes early to Mother’s Union at St James.

At our meeting in July around twenty members and 
friends sat down to write Christmas cards to the 
residents of our local prisons and when we counted  
up at the end of the evening 909 had been written.

These all have to have a very specific greeting in 
them and go to our office in Stafford to be checked out 
before they can be distributed.  It is an important part 
of our ministry as some prisoners would never have a 
card if we didn’t send them.

And please don’t think that we forget the victims of 
crime as we work alongside local, national and 
international organisations to help wherever we can.

You may remember that we enrolled Kip as a 
member in May and when he went to visit Kenya with 
a view to relocating there in 18 months time he met a 
lady who began to tell him of the advantages of 
belonging to MU and he was delighted to be able to 
inform her that he is already a member!

It has been our pleasure to share with Audley WI in 
their 100th anniversary celebrations and we offer them 
our sincere good wishes as they continue their good 
work.  Next year MU will be 140 years old and the 
branch here in Audley will celebrate 85 years, so we 
too hope to have a party. 

Speaking of parties, our meeting on 18th December 
will begin at 6.30pm with a “Bring and Share” meal 
and continue at 7.15pm with carols and readings for 
Christmas.

Our January meeting on the 21st will be our AGM 
and on February 18th Mrs Barbara Holt will be 
speaking to us.

Our continued thanks go to all our friends who 
continue to support our Friday Coffee and Bric a Brac, 
Books and Clothing sale.

A warm welcome and tea, coffee and biscuits await 
everyone at bargain prices.   
If you haven’t been yet, why not?

As the Christmas season approaches it only remains 
for me to offer you and your loved ones our very best 
wishes for a Happy and Blessed Christmas and a 
Peaceful and Healthy New Year!

May God bless you All.

DON’T LEAVE JESUS OUT IN THE COLD THIS 
CHRISTMAS. OPEN THE DOOR INTO THE 
WARMTH OF YOUR HEART AND HOME.

For further details phone Annette: 721058

Mothers’ Union 2015
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Jojo’s
Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

More tales of the life and times of Jack Cross growing 
up in Miles Green during the early part of the 1900s.

Our community was staunch Labour voters and on 
this theme lads of our age used to parade in red and 
yellow colours, with papers dangling from sticks, 
marching and banging tin cans as they went and in line 
formation we would go and cry:-

“Vote, vote for Colonel Wedgwood,
He is sure to win the day

He will come with his double barrel gun and blow 
ol’Shawheath away!”

Shawheath was the Liberal candidate but glad to say 
Labour did win.  I remember Colonel Wedgwood, our 
local Labour candidate, giving a speech in Wareham’s 
field near Coop’s house.  He stood on a platform which 
was probably made from a plank supported by beer 
crates to address the crowd with his election speech.

One day Colonel Wedgwood was driving through 
our village in his bull-nosed Morris car and we were 
chasing each other around the roadside, I remember 
him pulling up sharply in his car and looking very 
concerned as he thought he had hit Dougie who had 
run back for his hat that had blown off whilst playing.  
Colonel Wedgwood thought he had broke Dougie’s leg 
and being a noble man gave Dougie a shilling, which 
was a fortune in those days. As it turns out Dougie is 
unhurt and retrieves his hat and becomes a 
‘millionaire’ on that particular day. 

Other boyhood pursuits were hiking, picking 
blackberries and potato picking which was done in the 
summer time.  Like most kids, I used to run errands for 
my mother who would say “Take your bowler (or 
hoop), put your cap on and race down to the chemist in 
Audley for me.  I’ll give you a buttered crust when you 

get back!”

Home Life
My Mother & 
Father with our 
Harry c.1899

There were 
many fireside 
chats with my 
mother and 
father.  We 
would sit and 
talk of the day’s 
concerns, 
maybe of what 
had happened 
at school or 
other things 
that were close 
to our hearts.

When my 
mother and 
father attended 
school they 

used slates as they didn’t have paper and pens then.  My 
father was an artist; he had a good singing voice and 
played the organ at the local Chapel.  He had a wealth 
of talents including composing little hymns for each of 
my sisters, which of course meant a lot to them.  My 
father’s free time was always consumed by one thing or 
another.  If he wasn’t cutting somebody’s hair, he’d be 
doing shoe or clog repairs, bird cage making, or 
making a table.  He also made barrows on occasions.

He kept German Roller canaries and won prizes with 
them.  In 1914 he won first prize, a silver cup, in a local 
competition at Audley Roller Canary Club and in the 
1920s won a second prize in the All England Class for 
Young Birds.  The birds had a reserved price of fifty 
pounds put on them, presumably to keep this good 
strain of singing birds going.  The bird’s offspring 
would be worth something I suppose. When training 
the canaries to sing, my Dad used to rattle a box of 
matches and off the cock birds would sing in full song.

My older brother, Norm, shared my father’s love for 
birds and also kept canaries for a short time.

Later, after the war, Norm passed some of his birds to 
my father but unfortunately this led to a re-occurrence 
of his asthma which he suffered from due to working 
down the mines, smoking a pipe and general hard work 
endured throughout his life.

David (Norm’s son) has the silver cup my father won 
at Audley Roller Canary Club.

More tales to come in future issues.

When I was a ‘LAD’
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Being an impressionable young lad playing football in 
the street as usual, an American army jeep came 
speeding into the Craft with three soldiers on board 
laughing and joking in a deep southern drawl.  I can 
still remember their names, Ikey, Jonny and Snakey, all 
wearing smart American uniforms, they were all black 
guys the colour of which I’d never seen before, close 
“brush” cut hair style and tiny pencil Eroll Flynn 
moustache asking “you got a sister bud” or where the 
local chicks hung out, well the only chicks we knew 
had feathers.  I guess not much action for girls at the 
Royal Oak and surrounding pubs, ‘castle was the place.

We youngsters just loved to see these characters as 
they always gave us chewing gum, the long strips of 
gum we see today not the Beech Nut we were used to.

They were billeted in Hayes Wood in a clearing they 
had made there and camping in US army tents.  They 
always generated so much fun giving us all a ride on 
their jeeps, ripping round the woodland and streets.

Lots of people were sorry to see the “Yanks” go off to 
war, especially the local girls who had a great time as 
we all did.  I always wonder if they made it to the end 
of their campaign.

Before the “Yanks” came into the Craft the only car 
seen there before was Mr. Cornes from Audley in a big 
black Austin.  Mr. Cornes charged accumulator batteries 
for the radios, no electricity then only gas lamps and 
earth toilets.  

Billy the “muckman” as we knew him would have to 
walk through your kitchen, parlour and living room 
with a couple of large buckets full of “night soil”. 

My best mate then was Stanley Brayford and his 

The Yanks Are Coming 
A memory from the 1940s

Radway Green Munitions Factory 1953
Reader Jean Kent recently 
sent this photograph which 
she found in some old 
documents her mother had 
left.  Her mother worked at 
the munitions factory in 
Alsager.  At the time the 
photograph was taken Jean 
was at pre school.  She was 
wondering if any of the 
readers of the magazine 
could recognise anybody 
in the photograph or who 
can give me any 
information about it.  The 
photograph was taken 
during 1953 it appears it 
may be a celebration of the 
Coronation. 

grandad was introduced to 
His Highness Prince George 
Duke of Kent on the 12th July 
1934 when he visited 
allotments in Halmer End on 
a visit to this area.  What an 
honour for him to show off 
his allotment and wonderful 
home grown vegetables, all 
believe it or not grown in the 
amazing ‘night soil’, such 
wonderful stuff for growing.

In 1937 His Highness the 
Duke of Kent was crowned 
King George the V1 of 
England, so our small village 
of Halmer End felt proud once 
again.

The cutting attached came 
from a newspaper of the time but we are not sure as to 
who the people are apart from his Royal Highness.

Wonderful memories as a boy.      Clive Rhodes

Around Audley Calendar 2016
Now available at the following outlets:

The Cobbles (The Perfect Fit) Audley
Horsleys Hardware Store Audley

Audley Post Office
Riley’s Local Post Office Halmer End

Bignall End Post Office
Quarry Service Station Audley

Cost £8 all profits go to Harp Of Gold & Audley 
& Kidsgrove Community First Responders

Online at http://aroundaudley.co.uk2/
More details from calendar@aroundaudley.co.uk
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Your Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local 
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by 
keeping in close and regular contact with its electorate 
and provides a focus for voluntary organisations in the 
area.  Our Council comprises of three wards: Audley, 
Bignall End and Halmer End which are represented by 
a total of 15 councillors, who volunteer their time:

Mr H Proctor (Chair) - Revd J Taylor (Vice Chair)
Mr T Sproston, Mrs V Pearson, Mrs A Beech 
Mr M Dolman, Mr C C Cooper, Mr P Breuer 
Mrs A Frankish, Mr R Moody, Mr R Kinnersley 
Mr M Whitmore, Mrs C Richardson, Mr D Butler
VACANT

MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what has been achieved 
over the last year or so can be obtained from the 
Annual Report 2014/15 or by looking through the 
minutes from every meeting on the Parish Council’s 
website.  

You can visit our website at anytime http://
audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 noticeboards 
across the Parish for more info, agendas and minutes.
You can contact Mrs C Withington, Parish Clerk as 

follows:
                              Phone:  07901 692414     

Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
Post: Lyngarth, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs, 

ST7 8HU

We are here to help, but in order to be effective you 
need to let us know if you have any issues or concerns 
relating to the Parish.  Members of the public are 
welcome to attend any meeting of the Council.  
We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month 
at 7pm, at venues located around the Parish – please 
see the noticeboards and the website for the exact 
details.  
Residents are able to address the council during the 
public participation session.  

Parish Council Public surgeries on a 1-2-1 basis with a 
Parish Councillor will now be held at *6.30pm to 
*7pm, finishing just prior to the start of every Council 
meeting (*subject to change – please check the latest 
agenda).  
Additionally there are now Police/Parish liaison 
surgeries available on the THIRD Wednesday of every 
month from 9.00am at Audley Community Centre, 
Castle Hill 

Visit  http://www.staffordshire.police.uk/local_
policing/newcastle/audley/ for more information.

Audley Parish Council 2015 Awards
The Audley Rural Council meeting, held on the 17th 
September 2015 at the Wood Lane Community 
Centre, saw the annual Parish awards presented to 
individuals and community organisations in the 
community in recognition of their hard work and 
voluntary contribution to our Parish.

These awards have become a tradition for many 
years now, and this year the parish Council were 
delighted to make the awards to the following;

R.W. Edwards Community Award.
This award was presented to Mr. Ernie Moulton, editor 
of the Audley Community News, for the fantastic 
newsletter that is produced for the Audley Parish.

Capewell Naylor Trophy for Services to the 
Environment.
This award was presented to Mrs. Jane Lancaster on 
behalf of Audley Localities Action Partnership (LAP) 
for their services that they provide when carrying out 
voluntary litter picks around the village on a monthly 
basis.

Elsie Kelsall Young Person Award.
This award was presented to Miss. Lara Dale for
her talents as a shooter both nationally and also 
internationally when she will be attending the 
Olympics in 2020 to represent Team GB.

All recipients of the awards were present at the 
meeting and were congratulated on behalf of the 
Parish Council and the parish.

The picture attached shows left to right Rev’d John 
Taylor Vice Chairman of the Parish Council, Ernie 
Moulton, Jane Lancaster, Joan Brassington and Lara 
Dale, with the awards they had received.
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Draft budget for 2016/17 – raising funds for a  
new play area:

Next year the Parish Council are looking to raise 
funds to provide new and modern play equipment at 
one of the 8 parish owned/managed play areas.  The 
exact play area is to be decided through consultation, 
however in order to raise the much needed funds the 
Parish Council has approved a draft Budget at their 
meeting in October, which would see an increase in the 
Precept for 2016/17.  The Precept is an amount which is 
paid towards the Parish Council, and is collected 
through the Council Tax bill.  Based on a property 
paying Council Tax Band D, this may show (subject to 
confirmation) as a total amount of £0.80p per week paid 
to the Parish Council, which is an approx. increase of 
£0.47p per week (or annually, this would be approx. 
£41.85 per year - rather than the current £17.50 per 
year).  The exact amount of increase will be confirmed 
once Newcastle Borough Council have approved the 
number of eligible properties in the Council Tax Base 
early next year.  We hope you agree that this will be 
money well spent, as the Parish’s play areas are in need 
of upgrading over the next few years for a number of 
reasons.  If you have any concerns please contact the 
Parish Council.
Audley Allotments Association goes from strength  
to strength :

Congratulations to Audley Allotments Association 
and Keele University Day Nursery on their recent prize 
in the Newcastle in Bloom Community Projects 
(Schools) competition held earlier this year!!  The 
partnership was awarded ‘Highly Commended’ from 
the judges for their first ever entry together with 
Danielle Johnson of Wood Lane collecting the prize at 
the Borough award ceremony held at the New Vic 
Theatre on 10th October.  Watch this space as it is hoped 
that the Audley Allotments Association may be able to 
work with the local schools for the next competition….

 Audley Allotments Association have also been busy 
improving their site at Alsager Road, following the help 
from donors who provided funding to replace their 
dilapidated fencing with new security fencing.  This 
completes the fencing project now, which was started 
following a spate of ASB issues at the site. 

Help save Audley Library - volunteers needed to  
help to run it with support from Staffs County Council. 

Staffordshire County Council are seeking committed 
people to form a group to help to run the library service 
in Audley to keep the facility open for all to use in the 
Parish - with support from Staffordshire County 
Council.  Without this plans are in place to reduce the 
opening hours and days considerably by the County 
Council.  The Parish Council would like to encourage 
anyone who may be interested in helping to let the 
Parish or County Council know as soon as possible so 
that a group of volunteers can be formed.    Further 
information can be found at the Staffordshire County 
Council website www.staffordshire.gov.uk/
communitylibraries or by email to  
connectedlibraries@staffordshire.gov.uk 

Christmas Lights 2015
This year the Parish Council are hoping to branch 

wrap lights in the 2 large trees in the centre of the 
village to add to the festive cheer!  If all goes to plan, 
these should be lit for the beginning of December 
during the hours of 4pm and 11pm until 2nd January 
2016.    

Parish Council vacancies filled
The Parish Council would like to welcome Borough 

Councillor Mrs Avril Frankish and Mr Ron Garlick who 
were co-opted recently to join the Parish Council.    
Contact details can be obtained from the website.

Superfast Broadband reaches Audley
Did you know that 8 out of the 9 broadband cabinets 

are now live in Audley with Superfast Broadband?   
If you live within an approximate distance of 2km  
of a Cabinet you can now subscribe to Superfast Fibre 
Broadband.  More information can be obtained by 
visiting www.superfaststaffordshire.co.uk

 
Clare Withington Parish Clerk
Audley Rural Parish Council Lyngarth, Barthomley 
Road Audley Staffs ST7 8HU 07901 692414
Email - Audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Website - www.audleyparishcouncil.org

Parish Council News  - www.audleyparishcouncil.org   

YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER •  QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

BEEF -  LAMB -  PORK -  FRESHLY COOKED MEATS -  HAM -  TONGUE -  CHEESE -  P IES -  BREAD -  CAKES -  OATCAKES

172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS   |    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK -  TEL : 01782 720737

PLACE  
YOUR 

CHRISTMAS 
ORDERS  
EARLY

MERRY
XMAS
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Audley Ladies Choir
It was a good summer for ALC concerts. 
We were part of a wonderful evening at 
St. John’s church, Alsagers Bank.  Our 
own annual Summer concert and Bring & 
Buy was a musical success and we raised 
£512.  Cheques were sent to Donna 
Louise Trust and the British Heart 
Foundation.

In September we visited Audley 
Methodist church for a morning of coffee, 
song and fundraising for Pink Week.  
£441.50 was raised for the charity and £60 
for the church.  THANK YOU to all who 
supported us.

In November we visited the Salvation Army Over 
Sixties groups at Kidsgrove and Chesterton.  I hope 
you will be at the Audley Christmas Market on 
Saturday November 28th at 3pm when you will be able 
to join us singing carols and festive songs.

We are rehearsing now for our contribution to the 
Christmas Concert at St. James’ Church, Audley, on 
Saturday 12th December 7pm.  Make sure you have a 
ticket for this event.  Taking part are Audley Ladies 
choir, Audley Male Voice Choir, Cheshire Brass and 

Philip Cartwright.  It’s always a night to remember.
The choir goes from strength to strength under the 

leadership of our Musical Director, Margaret Nicol.  
We are also fortunate to have a talented musician in 
our accompanist, Jean Chinn.  We now have 41 
singing ladies and the committee is busy planning 
some exciting gigs for 2016 for them and our followers 
to enjoy.

The photograph shows ALC at the concert in Keele 
Chapel on Saturday 21 February 2015.

The photograph shows Richard Platt, the Chairman of 
Audley Football Club being presented with a 
defibrillator by Mr Ray Barlow the league referee’s 
secretary.

The funding for the defibrillator was a three way 
split of £300 which came from Audley Football Club, 
Staffordshire County Senior League and the British 
Heart Foundation.  The defibrillator is now situated in 
the club house.

At the time of putting pen to paper the season is in 
its infancy for many teams at the club, with the youth 
and junior leagues only a few weeks old, so as yet not 
too much to report regarding league positions and 
results.  The senior sides have made a steady start with 
the first team sitting just above midway in the league 
and the second team winning their first and only 
league match of the season.  With regards to 
supporters, it is nice to see some of the regular faces 
return to support the teams but in addition it would 
also be nice to see some new faces as well, so please 
come and support your village football teams who play 
down at Town Fields on Saturday afternoons and 
Sunday in both the morning and afternoon.  You are 
most welcome to join us.

On a fundraising front the club held a Race night on 
Saturday 24th October and the annual fireworks 
display on Saturday 7th November.  Once again the 
club appreciated the support of the local community in 
attending these events which are not only a part of the 
community but assist the club financially.

The club would also like to thank councillor Mrs. 
Ann Beech for securing funding from Staffordshire 
County Council for the club and also the whole of 
Audley Parish Council for awarding the club funding 
from the Community Chest.  These grants awarded 
will be used by the club to refurbish the clubhouse 
toilets, so to benefit all visitors and members of the 
football club.

Finally on behalf of the club I would like to 
congratulate Ernie Moulton and the team at Audley 
Community News on their 50th edition of the 
magazine.  I think all would agree it is a credit to the 
village and long may it continue.

Richard Platt Chairman Audley Football Club.

Audley Football Club 
News 2015



621AuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAHOO.CO.uk FeatUres

C. w. Mottram  
Funeral services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral tributes/Catering arranged

†
assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
personal home Visits – 24 hour service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

AARDWOlF 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FUllY INsUred
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

Front Cover Images
For a number of issue now we have used local scenes 
from in and around our parish on the front cover of 
our magazines.  We once again are most grateful to 
Tom Dunn of Alsagers Bank who provides us with 
these fantastic images.  The image on the front cover of 
this issue was taken of Cow Lane Alsagers Bank, which 
we have adapted for our celebration cover.

Mindless act of Vandalism
It sickens us to have to report this mindless 
cowardly act of vandalism which took place in 
the early hours of Friday morning the 23rd 
October. 

The emergency services were called out to 
extinguish a fire at the Millennium Green Audley 
opposite the Audley & District Community 
Centre car park.

This area which has now been destroyed was a 
memorial seating area provided and paid for by 
the Realise Foundation for public use.

The memorial site was placed in memory of all 
those miners who had lost their lives when 
digging for coal in the many mines which 
operated throughout our parish for almost 200 
years.

We have reported in recent issues of our 
magazine the constant problem of litter being dumped 
by youngsters who congregate in and around this 
seating area, but despite the constant clean up 
operation by the Audley Millennium Green Trust and 
members of the Audley & District Community Centre 
management team, this area continued to be left like a 
tip most nights.

It is realised that it is just a minority of the 
youngsters who are responsible for these acts of 
vandalism, but sadly all seem to get the blame.

The Audley Millennium Green Group reported that 
every seat which has been placed throughout the 

Millennium Green has now been destroyed by vandals.
Is it not time something was done about these idiots 

who have no respect for anything or anyone.
Why should a small minority be allowed to destroy 

the hard work of voluntary groups who try to bring a 
little pride to our village streets.

Shame on the culprits, let us hope that someone 
comes forward with information to prosecute the 
offenders.
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The 
Casserole Club
One of our main 
priorities in Staffordshire 
is to help people lead 
happier, healthier and 
more independent lives.  

Casserole Club is one scheme that supports just that, 
by helping volunteers to share extra portions of their 
home-cooked food with older neighbours who would 
appreciate a meal delivered every now and then. 

Casserole Club aims to:

Tackle social isolation and help older people who no 
longer find it easy to cook, to enjoy a freshly prepared 
home-cooked meal. 

Strengthen connections between the generations 
within communities. 

Provide a flexible way for people to volunteer their 
time and skills locally.

Volunteer ‘Cooks’ with lots or little experience are 
encouraged to sign up to share an extra portion of 
their food with an older neighbour.  Anyone wishing 
to join the Casserole Club and volunteer as a Casserole 
Cook can visit www.casseroleclub.com to create a 
profile. 

Each Cook is asked to complete a food hygiene quiz 
and DBS application online, and is invited to send 

an introductory message to a local Diner of their 
choice.  The message is approved with the Diner and 
their telephone number is exchanged for the Cook to 
arrange the date, time and type of meal to be shared. 
Casserole Club Diners can sign up to the project by 
contacting one of our Matchmaking Team within 
Staffordshire County Council’s Contact Centre. 

Referrals can be made by friends, family or a trusted 
organisation in the voluntary and community sector 
via: 

Email: staffordshire@casseroleclub.com

Telephone: 0300 111 8006

Visit: www.casseroleclub.com 

The Matchmaking Team will remain involved at every 
stage of the process to make sharing food as easy as 
possible. 

If you would like to get involved, request further 
information or help someone to register as a Diner of 
the scheme please contact us between the hours of:  
Monday to Thursday: 8am to 8pm
Friday: 8am to 5pm
Saturday: 9am to 5pm
Sunday: Closed
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HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, SUNBED, 
TANNING, HOLISTIC THERAPY

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

Purity

Dear Editor
In reference to the article and 

photograph “A Blast from the Past” 
in issue 49 of your magazine, I 
myself have a copy of the 
photograph.  

It was taken in 1963 and the trip 
had been organised by our then 
Home Help supervisor Miss Beattie 
Whitford.

You can just see her head in the 
photograph standing behind John 
Fox and Neil Prince.

The trip included a group from 
Kidsgrove who I did not know, the 
others coming from the village of 
Audley and Halmer End.

The ones from Audley are as 
follows; John and Doris Fox, Dora 

and Linda Fox, Mary and Christine 
Heath, June and Neil Prince, Gladys 
Hodgkinson, Ruby Phillips, George 
and Irene Maydew, Sybil Harrison, 
Sid and Elsie Robertson, Ken and 
Kath Upton, Ron and Val Titterton, 
Mona Keeling and husband Edward 
and Lily Carter who was the Durber 
Close warden at the time.  

Also in the photograph was a Mrs 
Williams and her daughter who lived 
in Holding Cresent Halmer End. 

We had a guided tour of the inside 
of the Houses of Parliament.  

This was a lovely memory for me, 
brought back by your magazine and 
reminded me of the wonderful time 
we had in London.

Dora Fox Booth Street Audley.

Dear Editor
Once again, and as always, all the 

articles, news and photographs 
published in the magazine, 
associated with Audley and its 
surrounding areas, have been really 
appreciated and continue to bring 
back such vivid memories of my life 
and the people I have known since 
1949, having married a local Alsagers 
Bank girl and having lived in Alsager 
since that time.
    I would also ask you to accept my 

own personal thanks for the 
wonderful article you included in the 
magazine earlier this year covering 
the sad loss of my wife and the 
interment of her ashes in the 
“Mainwaring Family Burial Plot” in 
the Audley churchyard following her 
death in September last year.

Trusting that you all are keeping 
well and the magazine continues to 
flourish as it appears to have done so 
this past year.  

Mick Rutter. Alsager

Dear Editor
For over 10years I have been 

walking my dog at the fields in 
Bignall End Road, Bignall End.  I 
have met with other dogs and their 
owners and enjoyed a walk and a 
chat, the dogs have been able to run 
free, play and socialise.  

To my knowledge every dog owner 
I met cleaned any dog mess up.  We 
were then informed by one small sign 
at one access point to the field that 
dogs had to be kept on leads at all 
times or face a  £75 fine.  

I have several questions to raise.  
Were people consulted on this 
decision and can I see evidence by 
way of meeting minutes?  Why was 
the decision made?  

Which part of the land is not 
owned by the parish and where my 
dog can run off?  If people access the 
field by Tibb Street then the warning 
sign is not visible, will you still be 
fined?

In your last edition Bert Proctor is 
seen on the park fearing it will be 
closed due to criminal damage and 
theft.  Did the dogs cause this 
damage?  Did the dogs break the new 
swing at a cost of £4000?  

Perhaps children should be kept on 
leads.

With thanks.  Julie Worrall.
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RICH CHRISTMAS RECIPE

We’ll have ‘Rum’ in coffee--, then a ‘Whisky’ in tea,
‘Aperitifs’ for starters,

Now let me see.
Selection of ‘Wines’ abundantly provided,

There’s three courses of meals amply divided.
Various ‘Spirits’ added to soup undetected,
With spices and herbs delectably selected.

Rich red ‘Port’ stirred into gravy, deliciously thick,
Blended and deep like some magical trick.

‘Brandy’ for white sauce and set pudding alight,
Sparkling and dazzling, makes heart warming sight.
Coffee with ‘Cognac’, warm mince pies with ‘Sherry’,

See all the faces radiant and merry.
Now it’s time for ‘Liqueurs’-- three layers to choose,

Each one smothered in chocolate,
Oozing with ‘BOOZE’!

Which one would you like?
Which one will you pick?

Tell me what do you want?
“I want,------I want”,

“I WANT TO BE---SICK!!”

Peter W. Hodgkins.

Editor
Each issue our magazine has included poems and 
rhymes submitted by our readers which have contained 
a mixture of subjects and we welcome them all.  As this 
is our 50th issue one of our regular poets has kindly 
written a special poem to help us celebrate.  Please see a 
copy on the back cover of this magazine.
I wish to thank Derrick Bate for this excellent tribute.

NUISANCES
Wood Pigeons and Magpies, Starlings and Crows, visit 
our garden, get right up  my nose.
The fact that they’re hungry isn’t in doubt.  They look 
for the food we daily put out
For songbirds like Robins, Blackbirds, and Wrens
Finches and Dunnocks, cocks and some hens.
I cannot begrudge them a most welcome feed
But they eat all before them displaying much greed.
Quite often it seems they bring all their mates
They’re top of the pile on my list of pet hates.
Their droppings consist of corrosive lime
Clean ups forever take up our time
Often they squabble, disagreeably so
Unwelcome sounds ever louder do grow.
Cooing, cawing and cacklings persist
Targets some people might find hard to resist.
All we can do is feed with good care
Making sure that big portions never are there.
Derrick Bate

We would welcome your poetry and rhymes.
Please send them into the Editor, contact details can 
be found on page 3 of this magazine.
There is no age limit thank you.

64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available

Nails
Eye Treatments

Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning

Tel: 01782 922800

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00

Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Gift vouchers 
available.

Book  
early for 

Christmas.

WINTERLADY IN WAITING
In grace she came during hours before dawn,
White crinoline dress stretched over fields beyond lawn,
Covering trees and hedgerows in decorative festoon.
Her face was so bright -Her face was the moon.

Eyes shone like diamonds, twinkling wonders held high.
Constellations of diamanté - bestowing stars to the sky.
Her breath lightly frosted, powdered blue mist.
Her lips held enchantment - gently morning dew kissed.

With charm she decorated those patterns and skiens,
Silk webs around hedges, crisp white painted veins.
Covering grass and pathways, carpets glistening bright.
Her torch took sun’s rays, directing the light.

Hands motioned the breeze - fresh wonders won,
Her heart was now held - her heart was the sun.
Crisp echoing beat drawing over shire and steeple,
Holding time through a season gifted to people.

With beauty she turned, swirling long layered dress,
Blue and white cloud drawn out to impress.
She moved through each day with no sign of feet,
Dancing by breeze where tempest should meet.

Afternoon embraces lure dusk in temptation to call,
Curtsies respected when darkness does fall.
Then her eyes start to twinkle - her eyes hold a tune,
Her face now becomes bright for her face is the moon.
Peter W. Hodgkins.
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE

‘ OuTDOOR
FLOOD LIGHT

FOOTBALL pITCH
pLEASE CONTACT
ADAM 0778841441

MONDAY

Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
contact Olivia 07531507855

TuESDAY

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  
Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff 

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee 
Morning & Free Internet  fifi 
8.30am until 11.30am

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 8-11yrs 5pm to 6.30pm

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Forthcoming events
CHrIstMas Market

at aUdleY COMMUNItY CeNtre
28th November  2pm until 6pm

**************
FrIdaY 18 MarCH 2016

Fashion Show from 7:30pm

Tickets available from the Centre.

**************
we wish to take this opportunity 
to wish all the members of our 

community a very Merry Christmas 
and a Prosperous New Year.

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

Caretaker: 
07587 177637r
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Friends Pool Resource 
To Save Heritage 
Conservation Area
Podmore conservation group have been awarded 
£10,000 by the Awards For All scheme which is part 
of the Big Lottery Fund.  This is to repair the leaking 
pool at Podmore Conservation Site in Halmer End.

This project is to engage with the community for 
the heritage of Halmer End.

After the Podmore Hall Colliery complex ceased 
trading in the 1930s some areas of the land were 
used for farming, the poorer sites were designated 
for refuse tipping and the remainder reverted back 
to nature.

British Opencast Coal started major work in 1970, 
and over the next 12 years worked their way from 
Leycett to the very edge of Halmer End.  Many locals 
will remember this time as a particularly disruptive 
period in the village’s history.

Our small but not insignificant nature reserve was on 
the boundary of this opencast.

This resorted area is now the Bateswood Country 
park.

Recently the adjacent area of Podmore has become 
unmanageable for our conservation volunteer group.  
The major feature is the pool, now overgrown with 
vegetation and the fabric ( the former pit reservoir ) is 
leaking.

Investigations by Dr N Cassidy of Keele University, 
using a VES Wenner Resistance Imaging Device 
concluded that the bund had eroded internally and this 
was causing the loss of water.  The impact on the 
wildlife was catastrophic with the loss of fish and other 
species.  This is a major concern to the local people and 
drastic measures are needed.

To return this area back to nature it was apparent that 
funding was essential.  This once diverse and natural 
complex rich in wildlife and plants needed urgent 
investment.

Roland Minshall was one of the original members of 
the conservation group, alas Roland passed away 
without seeing his dream come true to repair and 
improve the area.  However his legacy lives on with 
current volunteers, he will be remembered as a stalwart 
of this project.

We are hoping to maintain this area for all, having 
the satisfaction that local volunteers have worked for 

this conclusion without any
funding from the council, unlike other wildlife areas 
locally, Halmer End is not supported.

Visitors will be able to see the success of the project 
and pass on what they have experienced and how the 
improvements have affected the woodland.  This 
therefore is encouraging more people to visit and 
experience Podmore, its diversity and its heritage will 
hopefully encourage more volunteers.

Once the area is seen to be improved and cherished 
this will then prevent destruction, this objective is 
paramount.  The indications of success are here now, 
but to achieve a long term success we have to improve 
the venue to be more public and disability friendly as 
well as achieving what the ecology needs.

Our village over the years has been neglected, its been 
a working mining village from the 19th century.  People 
in our village feel they have been abandoned, the roads, 
footpaths, maintenance of drains, signage, lighting, 
nothing ever seems to be done despite all the requests 
for help.  

We are hoping that at last this part of the village is 
proactive to enhance its image.  This proud once major 
coal mining community is hopeful that this  area will 
now become a place of solace and reflection of times 
gone by.

All flora, fauna, trees and wildlife will have suitable 
signage to inform visitors of their existence in the area.  
This will be of great value to educate young children 
and to introduce them to all the inhabitants that live 
and grow in the area.

The group wish to thank both Steve Middlehurst and 
Simon Long for their continued support on this project, 
their help has been invaluable.

Mike Joynson.

2003!  Just 12 years ago!  
Audley Community News hit the streets of Audley!

Ask anyone on those same streets now and they  
will say its been going for ever.

Starting a magazine is hard.
Keeping it afloat is harder.
Getting it better and better is rare.

Making it the ‘go-to’ place for information in the area 
is amazing.
I have heard members of the Parish Council and the 
Health Centre Patient’s panel say, “If you want people 
to know put it in Ernie’s magazine.”

Yes, he has a clever, devoted team but we all know 
Ernie is Mr. Audley News don’t we?

Congratulations on the 50th issue and the 
contribution you make to Audley life.
                        Val Pearson

Congratulations on your 50th Issue
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PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL
We are a non profit making organisation.
OPEn 
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon / Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 
3pm During term-time

We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for  
2 and 3 year olds.

From september 2015 we are offering 
wraparound for Richard Heathcote Primary.  Also drop 
off and pick up from the school

For more details call kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.

There has been in existence a bowling club for decades 
in the village of Halmer End but little seems to be 
known about its history, so if you have any information 
please let me know.

The current squad are John Harrison, John Preston 
Chris Amos, Don and Jean Lambert, Frank and Mal 
Darlington, Mark Chilton, Linda and Barry Chilton 
some of them can be seen pictured opposite.  They play 
in the Newcastle Mid week league and at the end of the 
season they seem to be a strong side holding everyone 
else in the league up.

The current club, which consists of only one team, 
has been supported and maintained by just a handful 
of enthusiasts.  Linda Chilton and her husband Barry 
have been part of the structure supporting the club 
whenever they can.  Cyril Bostock is a dedicated 
groundsman working with limited material to create a 
playable surface for the club.

The bowling green which is used today is not the 
original green.  The original green stood where the car 
park is now situated and now stands where there once 
was a tennis club and courts but alas no more.  Like 
many facilities sadly lost through lack of funding and 
change in peoples recreational pastimes.

The current plan is to combine the Bowls club 
within the old Institute which may then generate more 
local interest and hopefully put some life back into 
this facility.

A regular group of bowlers are now developing on a 
Thursday afternoon consisting of local men.  No 
women yet have joined but they hope some will join 
them next year to expand the membership, which is 
the main objective here.

Halmer End Bowling Club are in urgent need of 
support, there are only 11 first time players and 10 
recreational who play on a Thursday just for the 
enjoyment and health exercise.

Halmer End Bowling Club now needs your support, 
it’s a lovely little club.  The Institute is now being 
refurbished and it too needs funding to be a success. 

To put Halmer End Bowling Club back on top of the 
league, more members must join for the forthcoming 
season, please consider Halmer End if you want to play 
bowls, either just social or to league standard.  
Everyone will be warmly welcomed.

This picture above depicts the local side circa 1930 by 
their dress, actual dates are unclear but my great uncle 
Clement Joynson is pictured, born in 1896 he seems to 
be about 40 so we can estimate  we not far off with the 
date.  

Please contact Mike Joynson should you wish to 
consider joining the bowling club, or if you have any 
details about the club’s history  
mike.joynson@gmail.com Or 01782 723265

Halmer End Outdoor Bowling Club
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 Audley PPG 
                                                      

Giving every patient of Audley health centre a voice

Patient Voices getting stronger
PPGs
2015 has been another year where every patient in North 
Staffordshire has had the opportunity to really make a difference 

in the way that their GP’s practices and Health Centres interact with their patients.
We at Audley have had an excellent Patient Panel Group since 2009 and we continue to go from strength 
to strength working with our practice to bring a better experience for all its patients.  Audley is only one 
practice in the 33 that make up the North Staffordshire Clinical Commissioning Group which is split up 
into 5 Localities and Audley is one of 7 practices that make up the Newcastle-North locality.
 
Newcastle-North Locality is formed by incorporating patients from Audley, Chesterton, Butt Lane, Talke 
Pitts, and Kidsgrove.  Each practice has the mandate to send two delegates to every locality meeting, bringing 
together thoughts, ideas and best practice solutions through discussion.  The group meets bi-monthly so it’s 
never too long in between meetings which means they are always discussing current issues.
The Members of Audley PPG can be rightly proud of their work in being the catalyst in bringing our locality 
to the forefront of North Staffordshire Patient participation. 
                                                         
                                              

How does all this talk help patients in general?
All this information needs to go somewhere for it to be of any use, therefore all the Localities are given the 
opportunity to send delegates to the Patient Congress which is a forum made up of delegates from all the 
Localities and other 3rd party health authorities along with members of the CCG.

Patient Congress.
The Congress is made up of between 25 to 30 members from all the NSCCG Localities as well as members 
from the clinical commissioning bodies along with senior commissioning officers representing the CCG who 
work alongside the locality delegates and the 3rd party organisations like Healthwatch Staffordshire, Health 
Link, The cancer users forum, North Staffs users group Aspire.
The Congress is made up of diverse groups all representing the patients voice with the aim to deliver their 
message to the decision makers.
This is how the voice of the patients is being heard and through this mechanism will continue to represent all 
the patients of North Staffordshire.
                                                                        

But it doesn’t end there
The best feature of this system of communication is that the CCG receive first hand opinions and up to the 
minute relevant information.
The Congress, Locality, PPGs get the free flow of information coming directly from the CCG which means 
that all patients in North-Staffordshire are in a position to hear news first hand and not rely on hear-say and 
gossip. 
We here at the Audley Patients Panel Group will continue to represent all the patients from our area and 
make sure that their voice is heard throughout North Staffordshire. 

 “You too can have a voice, you too can make a difference”
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FIT

Unit 7, Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Newcastle under Lyme, ST5 6NR

 07947 566670    Find us on Facebook

PERSONAL 
TRAINING

SPINNING YOGA CHARTERED 
PHYSIOTHERAPY, 

SPORTS MASSAGE & 
REHABILITATION

NUTRITIONAL 
ADVICE 

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF A FRESH 
START FOR 2016
TREAT YOURSELF OR SOMEONE TO A KM FIT GIFT CARD. 
RECEIVE A BLOCK OF 8 PERSONAL TRAINING SESSIONS  
WITH NUTRITION ADVICE AND WEIGHT MANAGEMENT  
ALL FOR ONLY £200.

CONTACT KARL NOW TO START MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

Christmas is fast approaching and it’s the busiest time of 
the year for the Rotary Club.

We are again running our ‘Tree of Light’
fund-raising event and the lights will be switched on at 
7pm on Friday 4th of December at the Audley Library.
Please come along and join in the fun.

Donations in remembrance of a loved one can be made  
by completing the form opposite, there are also a number 
of copies available separately with these magazines or 
visit our ‘Just Giving’ page at - https://www.justgiving.
com/AudleyRotary-TreeOfLight/.
Alternatively, just text TOFL63 £2/£5/£10 to 70070.
Forms are also available to download from our website 
on the ‘Downloads’ page.
Once again, all profits will be donated to the Donna 
Louise Trust.

Santa will be on his way very soon!
His visit dates to our villages are below.

Start times will be around 5pm.
Dec 7th   Waterhayes
Dec 8th   Red Street & Waterhayes
Dec 9th   Wood Lane
Dec 10th Madeley Heath & Betley
Dec 14th Madeley
Dec 15th Scott Hay, Alsagers Bank
                  Halmer End & Miles Green
Dec 16th Bignall End
Dec 17th Audley
Santa will also be in Audley during the morning of 
Saturday 18th December.

Rotary Club of Audley

Public Relations; Neil Ginnis 01782 721483 - Secretary Rob Holland 01782 662335 - Web http://www.audley.net/rotary
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Audley & District WI
Well, our year just got better 
and better.

As reported in Issue 49 we 
held a tea party on the 5th 
September in the Pensioners 
Hall to celebrate 100 years. 
Our birthday was actually on 
the 16th September but we 

celebrated on the 5th so that we didn’t clash with ‘Pink 
Week’.

We held a bunting making afternoon and made 
100ft of bunting to decorate the hall (so if anybody 
wants to borrow some bunting, I know of some).  All 
our ladies made cakes and we had a lovely afternoon.

Many ladies and gentlemen joined us to celebrate.  
Audley Prize Band played and we had a sing-song, 
similar to ‘Last Night of the Proms’, the photo shows 
how much our President Glenis Simpson got into the 
swing of things, and she had only drunk a tipple of 
Bucks Fizz.

The band ended with ‘Jerusalem’, which sounded 
brilliant.  Many thanks to the band in making our old 
fashioned tea party extra special.  We would like to give 
a big thank you to the Audley Parish Council in 
helping us financially to have our lovely tea party.  

We also had a lovely day in Queen’s Gardens, the 
photo shows top right our attempt to dress in a 100 
year old outfit.

In July Trevor Raistrick gave a talk on ‘Genealogist to 
Novelist’.  He was very interesting and funny.  He has 
written three novels, with the proceeds going to 

Douglas Macmillan.  One of the novels came about 
after researching his family tree.

Adam came in August to show us how important 
our Christmas Child Boxes are and how they get to the 
children who need them.

In September, local man Gerald Maddock came to us 
with his wood carvings, and told us how important a 
plastic crocodile initiated his hobby.

On the 1st of October our group outing took us to 
Carnforth Railway Station, this was where ‘Brief 
Encounter’ was filmed.  We then journeyed on to 
Levens Hall where the gardens and topiary were 
magnificent.  It was a memorable day.

May I also take this opportunity to congratulate the 
Ernie Moulton Editor of the magazine and his excellent 
staff of volunteers on their 50th edition of the Audley 
Community News.

The magazine has become so important to our  
villages throughout the parish and long may it 
continue.  Thank you for all the hard work and effort 
that must go into each and every issue.

2015 will definitely be a year to remember for the 
WI.  If you would like to come and visit us, come to the 
Pensioners Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month.

Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for more 
information.

Finally we at the Audley & District WI would like to 
take this opportunity to wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and Prosperous New Year.

Audley and District Probus Club.
We continue to meet for lunch at the Butchers Arms in Audley on the third Friday of each month where we 
enjoy an interesting mix of talks from our guest speakers.

Membership is open to both Ladies and Gents and apart from our monthly meetings, we already have outings 
to places of interest planned for 2016.

If you are interested, why not give me call on (01782 721894) or email donald.caton321@btinternet.com.
In the meantime a free copy of the national Probus Magazine can be obtained from Audley Library.

I wish also to take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas.  Donald Caton (Secretary).
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Audley Male Voice Choir 
A Confident Voice
It has been some years now since we have heard a 
programme on the radio called “Voice From America” 
featuring  the late Alistair Cooke which in his gentle 
vernacular terms gave an insight into each past week of 
news and events in that great country.  Yet in local 
terms it brought these events into the living room in 
an intimate way as if it were the gossip in Church 
Street Audley we are all familiar with.

In this edition therefore we want to share a little 
gossip of our own which we hope will “strike a chord,” 
no pun intended, in the minds of one and all.  It is a 
long time now since the churches and chapels in the 
locality were regularly full, filled with “The Sound of 
Music” on a weekly basis and so within a relatively 
short space of time that example in self- confidence is 
being lost.  

As an observation, have you noticed the occasions 
when people standing talking in the street and 
suddenly laughing out loud will  sneak a glance around 
sheepishly to see who may have been listening, a 
general reaction?  Not quite yet.  The comment “Dust 
no that Florrie iggins from Thingerme Street got a 
voice like a fog horn” can still be heard waxing lyrical 
occasionally as can the younger element greeting each 
other from one end of Church Street to the other.

Anyway back to the gossip.  There was a man in 
recent times who came to one of our choir practices 
with an interest to join, let’s call him William.  Never 
having sung in a choir before he was keen to try.  We 
are on record in saying “it takes a certain type of 
courage to do that.”  William came for a few weeks and 
sitting next to a kindly mentor was progressing well.   
He was proving to be a good potential 2nd Tenor.  

We may be repeating ourselves here but just to 
remind folk, the Male Voice Choir is divided into four 
sections and an individual’s voice generally only fits 
into one of them.  Thereafter you only sing within the 
permitted range of that section.  Try to sing in any 
other higher or lower voice range and you could sound 
as if you were being strangled.  It is to these ranges we 
all stray when singing along with or repeating a 
favourite tune, generally in the bath, football match, 
whilst attending a wedding in church or funeral 
service for example.

From time to time our William would probably fall 
into one of the above mentioned categories and 
persons close to him would find themselves wincing at 
the excruciating sound entering their eardrums as our 
hero blasted forth enjoying the moment or he himself 
falling silent as a deep sense of feeling stupid 
descended like a rain cloud atop a mountain.  The term 
often heard, “I can’t sing or he can’t sing “often evolves 
from such occasions.                                    

When our William returned home from a particular 
good practice feeling quite chuffed with the 
encouragement he had received that evening to be 
greeted by a semi-sarcastic “ Don’t be a Silly Billy 
Willy” type comment “whatever makes you think you 

can sing they’re all having a larf ” destroyed his 
confidence at a stroke.  How many well-meaning 
people have destroyed a young or older person’s 
enthusiasm and /or potential with a few wrongly 
chosen words at an inappropriate time?

Confidence in any form of discipline be it work, 
leisure, sporting activity or hobby is a very fragile 
thing.  Having Confidence means you can “Climb 
Every Mountain Ford Every Stream”.  

For a man it is a sad reflection on society that if you 
don’t have a voice and sound like a Robbie Williams or 
a Pavorotti or any number of the current popular pop 
artists in between, obviously means you cannot sing 
and that goes for the equivalent female choices too.  
Strange as it may seem there is a place for our Mr. or 
Mrs. Average.  Someone with a voice that does not 
stand out in a crowd.

One that blends in with a load of other sound alike 
individuals singing just for the joy and satisfaction of 
learning something  new from scratch or as one 
well-known Frank Sinatra song rang out “ I’ll Do It My 
Way“, well at least in our case, your own little bit.

The choir takes this opportunity to wish one and  
all a very merry musical memory this coming 
Christmas time.                                  

Have confidence contact 01538361266 come to one 
of our practice evenings, concerts, visit Gordons 
Hairdresser for a CD, DVD or just feel free to visit  
our website at www.admvc.co.uk.  

Just a reminder folks of our forthcoming events.

Saturday Dec 5th  at 7.30pm Choir in concert with 
the Hospital Ladies choir at St Mary’s Church 
Alsager
Saturday Dec 12th   at 7pm Choir in concert With 
Audley Ladies Choir at St James Church Audley   
Saturday Jan 23rd Vocal Workshop with Voces8, 
Audley Methodist Church 
Friday 11th March 7.30pm Choir concert at 
Newcastle Baptist Church
Sunday 24th April at 7pm Victoria Hall Hanley  
with special guests Voces8
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 Invites you to the Forthcoming Events

Autumn Fayre – Saturday 28th November from 12 
noon to 2.30 pm

Many stalls: cakes, toiletries and fancy goods, books, 
tombola, white elephant, handmade cards, novelties 
and other stalls.  Light lunches and refreshments will 
be served. 

Everyone welcome – proceeds for Church Funds

Christingle Service on Monday 7th December at 
6.00 pm

You are invited to this annual service for the whole 
family. Come along and enjoy making a Christingle 
during our special service which will be led by Mr. 
Mike Rowley.  Donations from this service will be for 
Action for Children. 

Halmer End Foodbank Day – Saturday 12th 
December from 10.00 am until 12 noon 

This is the day when members of the public are 
invited to bring gifts of food to Halmer End Methodist 
Church for use by the Newcastle Foodbank during the 
Christmas Season.  The Church will be open from 
10.00 am until 12 noon. 

Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn Wednesday 16th 
December at 6.30 pm

Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn will be at 6.30 pm with 
the Unity Choir and tenor soloist Phillip Cartwright 
accompanied by Stefan Andrusyschyn.  This is an 
opportunity to share in a celebration of Christmas 
Music and congregational carols all followed by 

fellowship over chip butties. Something different 
which is now becoming a firm favourite in the Church 
Calendar at Halmer End.  

Carol Service Sunday 20th December at 10.00 am 
Your opportunity to come along and share in a 

traditional Christmas Carol Service with our preacher 
Mr. Henry Kettlewell followed by drinks – coffee, tea, 
and squash for the children.  
Christmas Day Family Service – Friday 25th 
December at 10.00 am

We celebrate the joy of Christmas with a Family 
Service at 10.00 am with our preacher Rev’d John 
Taylor BTh.  All welcome.

Minnie Pit Remembrance Weekend
Saturday 9th January 2016

Book launch by Audley History Society on Halmer 
End in the 1920s from 2.00 pm until 3.30 pm.   
What was Halmer End like in the 1920s?   
Come and discover.  

Sunday 10th January 2016
The Church will be open from 11.00 am until 3.00 

pm for:  Quiet reflection and remembrance in the 
Chapel

A visit to several tables of information in the hall 
provided by local groups with a particular interest in 
the Minnie Pit Disaster and the coal mining industry. 

Refreshments will be available during the day which 
will conclude with a short Service of Remembrance at 
3.00 pm, led by Rev’d Alison Anderson BA(Hons) BD, 
for all who lost their lives in the disaster of 1918.

You are invited to share this weekend at Halmer End 
and a special invitation is extended to young people to 
come and learn about the local coal mining industry 
and, in particular, the story of the Minnie Pit Disaster.   

For more details about the events or any other 
activities at Halmer End Methodist Church please 
contact David Rowley

dj-rowley@techdocservices.co.uk.

Earlier this year Margaret Eardley of Bignall End 
decided to finish her time as a First Responder after 
dedicating over five years to her local Audley 
responders. 

Margaret has been well known within the area and 
has assisted with over 800 calls in her time as a 
responder.  Margaret will still be seen in the area at 
events as she will still be helping with first aid cover 
on behalf of Staffs Medical Solutions which is part of 
Staffs Solutions Group.

Paul Sargent, Group Coordinator, said, “Margaret 
as been a great asset to the group and  the community 
which we serve and I am grateful for her dedication 
to the group”

Margaret was presented with a bouquet as a thank 
you for her help.  We wish Margaret well and thanks 
for her dedication.

Responder Hangs Her Hat Up

Pictured above Margaret second from the right with 
the First Responder Team members.
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Acupuncture at County Vets 
Alsager, Sandbach & Friarswood

County Vets – Alsager 
9 Lawton Road 
Alsager 
01270 882112

Friarswood Veterinary Centre 
12 Friarswood Road 
Newcastle- under-Lyme 
01782 615698  

County Vets – Sandbach                                                                                          
30 Crewe Road                                                                                                     
Sandbach                                                                                                  
01270 767455

Who will treat my pet?
My name is Elspeth Riley BVMS MRCVS.
My interest in acupuncture started when I was a 
vet student and I watched pets being treated with 
amazing results.
I completed a Foundation Course in Veterinary 
Acupuncture in October 2012.
Since then I have been treating dogs and cats with 
acute and chronic pain, all with positive results.

-------
Conditions treated with acupuncture include:
Hip / elbow dysplasia - Back injuries - Arthritis - 
Any long term pain.

------
What does treatment involve?
Initial consultations last about 45 minutes.  In 
this time a full history will be taken and your pet 
examined.  This, along with any diagnostics and 

treatment already performed by your regular vet, 
will be used to work out a treatment plan for your 
pet.  
You will be able to remain with your pet while 
treatment is carried out.

------
Follow up consultations vary in length depending 
on how your pet responds to treatment but are 
generally 20-30 minutes.

------
Acupuncture is given as a course of treatment, 
usually weekly for 4 weeks.  Your pet will have 
very fine needles inserted into the skin at relevant 
acupuncture points.  Most pets do not notice the 
needles being inserted, and remain unaware of the 
needles during treatment.  
The majority of patients relax and sometimes fall 
asleep during treatment.

Here Now!  ‘OATCUISINE 3’
When walking through our village a new aroma is now 
in the air, as you get close to the source your taste buds 
start to stir and a feeling of hunger overcomes you.  

Our village is now blessed with its own 
Oatcake store 
‘Oatcuisine 3’ which 
stands in Church Street 
Audley opposite the 
Tesco Local store.

Phil Hancock has been 
the proprietor of 
‘Oatcuisine 1’ in Miles 
Green since 2005.  This 
was his first shop which 
he opened.  
Phil and partner Helen 
pictured have also opened 
a store ‘Oatcuisine 2’ in 
Dresden back in December 
2014.  

Phil and Helen had been on the lookout for a local 
store in Audley for quite sometime and they were 
fortunate to find what had been for years the old TV 
and Electrical Shop and more recently a Cafe and Cake 
store which was ideally ready for use, as the last 
owners had recently done an extensive refurbishment.

This is not just an Oatcake store, it is also a Cafe as 
there are provisions for sit-in or take-home food.

As for choice you can be served with a full English 
breakfast throughout the day and a variety of other hot 
and cold dishes of your choice.

There are Baps & Sandwiches, Pies & Buns, freshly 
cut sandwich and cups of tea, the choice is very 
extensive and I’m sure your needs will be met.

This new venture has also provided employment for 
4 people, fantastic for our village.
If hunger strikes this is well worth a visit.
All Oatcakes are still made at the Miles Green Store.
Opening times are: Monday to Friday - 7 30am to 3pm
                                  Saturday - 8am to 3pm 
Tel: 01782 720257  - Webpage at www.oatcuisine.net   
Oatcuisine 3, welcome to our village.

dan Matthews
Garden services

lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying,
 pressure washing, leaf clearing, 

small tree work
 and general maintenance. 

 all jobs considered. 
regular/one off work undertaken.

Call/text 07933013206 
to arrange a free quote
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No Fancy Camera for Debbie.

Debbie Wooley was sitting relaxing in her garden in 
Wereton Road Audley on the 3rd of June this year and 
managed to capture these wonderful images.  The 
images above show the various stages of development 
from No 1 to finally No 3. 

Using a secondhand Kodak camera, no tripod or 
fancy lenses, she spent 4 hours watching the larva 
develop into a beautiful Dragonfly.

Debbie was so chuffed with what she had captured 
she sent a copy of one of the photographs into the TV 
nature show Springwatch Unsprung and was delighted 
it was shown on TV.  A little bit of Audley for the 
nation to see.  To her delight she has now received 
word that all the photographs will be published in the 
RSPB members magazine, putting little Audley on the 
Wildlife map.  Keep on clicking Debbie. 

Audley Parish Bowmen have been busy this summer 
supporting local events.

The Midsummer Mayhem Festival at Lyme Valley 
saw the club put out its largest Have a Go display.

On the day over 190 people tried archery with ages 
ranging for 5 to 93 years.

About 1000 arrows were shot at the targets.  The 
event helped raise funds for safety equipment at the 
club.

During the Audley in Pink weekend a mini raffle 
among club members raised £55 for Breast Cancer 
Research, and club funds topped this up to £100.  The 
club’s Pink tin also took £32.77.

The local archery club continues to thrive.
Around 10 o’clock each Saturday morning Archers 

gather at the end of Hall Street to unload targets and 
safety nets into the woods.

A section of Leddys Field is roped off and a planned 
course of targets is laid out and the archers shoot for 
about 3 hours.  The club shoots at rubber targets set in 
the woods at different distances and angles.  The target 
locations change each week to make it more
challenging.

Have a go.
Anyone over about 7 years with a steady footing can 

come and try field archery.  The club has all the 
equipment.  A 3 hours session with tuition costs just £4.

For more information call Mandy on 01782 721731

Audley Parish Bowmen

2

1

3

The pictures 
attached show top 
just how family 
friendly our club is.
Photo’s to the right 
show a visit from 
Mr. Pink with a 
junior visitor and 
centre Ian Wilkes 
the Deputy Mayor 
for Newcastle 
Under Lyme.
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Christmas is coming....place your order today.
Fresh and Artifical Wreaths
Table Centrepieces
Gifts Bouquets and Arrangements

There for you.... for all occasions

Live, laugh, LOVE...

80a Church Street Audley               Telephone: 01782 721830               Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk

Busy Mums & Dads - need an extra hand?

15% OFF
your first

order with
this ad

0800 195 8000  www.oscar.co.uk

Sarah and her litter from Barnoldswick

Lottie and Sibling from Barnoldswick

Search for Oscar Pet Foods Newcastle & Crewe

A decision by the Post Office organisation to overhaul 
and modernise the way in which all post offices are 
now run was brought into fruition early this year.

Each Post Office was given an opportunity to either 
bring their business up to a certain standard which 
also included providing an additional viable business 
within the premisses as all government funding was to 
be withdrawn.

This was a cost cutting exercise and in fact a number 
of the Post Offices who could not provide additional 
income would possibly close and their services offered 
to other businesses within the local area. 

Halmer End Post Office has been in business since 
1878 and has been in the ownership of the same Riley 
family and within the building there is also an 
established Hardware Store.

The Post Office is managed by Jane Johnson and 
Sheila Hopkins (nee Riley) and brothers Ian (Sub 
postmaster)and Andrew Riley are the management of 
the Hardware Store.

A decision by the family was to accept the need for 
change and have their store upgraded to the 
specification set out by the Main Post Office and 
become what is now known as a ‘Local’ Post Office.

The Post Office closed its doors for a week of 
refurbishment and renovation.  This has now been 

completed and on the 1st September the refurbished 
Post Office was officially opened.

This has now created a more open, airy and informal 
shopping area within the building.

The ‘Local’ Post Office now opens 9am to 5.30pm 
Monday to Friday and Saturday 9am to 12.30.

The photograph shows the new store with left to 
right: Andrew, Ian, Jane and Sheila.

If you wish to advertise in any of our future 
magazines or wish to contribute with information or 
promote an event please contact the editor.  Contact 

details can be found on page 3.

This is your ‘LOCAL’
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HORSLEYS

LOGS, COAL &  
STICKS FOR SALE

EVERYTHING  
YOU NEED ALL 

UNDER ONE ROOF
INCLUDING A WHOLE 
RANGE OF GIFT IDEAS

H O RT I C U LT U R A L  &  D O M E S T I C  H A R DWA R E

63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY.  TEL: 01782 720507

MERRY�
CHRISTMAS

FREE LOCAL DELIVERYFREE LOCAL DELIVERY

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARk ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. also 24hr recovery service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

ElEctronic cigarEttES aVailaBlE

 

DAily pApers - MAgAzines - sweets - 
ChoColAte - householD neeDs

Best vAlue loCAlly.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a DvD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night / 
20 new releases every month.  need to send 
a fax or have something laminated?  
we are agents for DrY clEaning.
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2015 a Roller  
Coaster Season
In 2014 Bignall End CC achieved promotion 
from Division 3A to Division 2A.  This for the 
club was a great effort bouncing back at the first 
time of asking and coupled with the second XI 
only just missing out on promotion it was 
classed as a successful season.

Many thought that 2015 would be a season to 
consolidate that Division 2A spot for a further 
charge at a next promotion the year after.  How 
wrong they were !! 

The boys from Bignall End had other ideas 
and a good early run of results saw the team 
never drop out of the top four, and at the turn, 
following a victory over Cheadle, gained the 
top spot.  However, what was to follow for the 
players and supporters at Boon Hill will never 
likely be seen again, and some may say “ Thank 
God” (due to dodgy heart conditions).

 The team won matches that they had no 
right to win (beating Leycett by 2 runs for 
example when they had 4 wickets remaining to 
get them), but the never say die attitude that 
instilled itself meant that these games were won 
and going into the last few weeks of the season 
promotion seemed a nailed on certainty ( but 
could these guys dream of back to back 
promotions ?).  But in true sporting drama a poor 
run of results seemed to mean that promotion 
was to pass them by this year, and going into the 
last game against Cheadle it was felt that only a 
victory would suffice and then rely on Leycett 
doing us a favour against Alsager.  

As the day unfolded it became very clear that 
Bignall End were only going to be a poor second to 
Cheadle and at 64-4 chasing 250+ it looked like being a 
sad end to the season.  Again though sport threw up a 
dramatic twist.  The Bignall End batsmen rallied to 
achieve maximum batting points and a respectful finish 
was gained.  However, news then filtered through that 
Leycett had done us that favour by restricting Alsager to 
3 less points than the Boon Hill boys thus overturning 
the 1 point deficit. PROMOTION ACHIEVED !!!! The 
party could start !! (And what a party !!)

This in itself would have made 2015 a brilliant season 
for the club, but it wasn’t finished there.  The previous 
season saw the second XI finish agonisingly close to 
promotion.  This year there was a determination that 
they would go one better, and indeed they did.

Following a season of being in the top two, with two 
weeks to go they hit the front.  It came down to a rain 
hit game against Blythe on the last day of the season 
and victory required.  Again not without drama this 
was achieved and the championship won !

Following these great two team efforts it now means 
that the club has both teams in their respective division 
1’s, and the club can look back on perhaps one of its 

most successful seasons ever.
The most exciting part of all this is now the local area 

can look forward next year to six 1st XI derby fixtures 
as for the first time Bignall End, Audley and Wood 
Lane will all be playing in the same division.

Surely this will prove to be a great 2016 for all local 
cricket lovers !

Picture above top 1st team players and below 2nd 
team players after their successful season.

Forthcoming Events at the Cricket Club
February 2016

First Weekend we welcome
The Bikers

Fund-raiser for Air Ambulance
FUN for all 

Music & Entertainment
Refreshments - Everyone Welcome.
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G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Christmas Wreaths & Holly
Seasonal Baskets & Shrubs

Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

Shanti & Jai Yoga
Yoga classes

Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Mixed ability

Pregnancy Yoga 
Mum and Baby Yoga 

Children’s yoga  

Calendar for meetings
  Monday:  Stoke
  Tuesday:  Halmer End Institute
  Wednesday:  Silverdale ACC & Keele University
  Thursday:  Stoke & Gordon Banks Fitness Centre
  Friday:  Keele University & Gordon Banks Fitness Centre
              We are also available for Schools and clubs. 

For times at each event Contact: Deb on 07515103411
email shantiandjai@gmail.com

www.shantiandjaiyoga.com   
1-1’s,  meditation and yoga philosophy also available.

  

 

  

ST JAMES CHURCH AUDLEY 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
SATURDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2015 

AT 7-00PM 

FEATURING  

AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR 

AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR 

CHESHIRE BRASS 

PHILIP CARWRIGHT WITH 
STEFAN 

ADMISSION  £5 BY TICKET ONLY 
TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM CHOIR MEMBERS 

AND ST JAMES CHURCH OFFICE 

COFFEE/TEA AND MINCE PIES IN THE 
CHURCH HALL AFTERWARDS 

 

St James Church 
Please join us for 
any of the listed 
services 

Dec 6th Advent 2   Family Christingle Service 
    starting at 10.45am 
 
Dec 13th Advent 3   Morning Prayer   
    starting at 10.45am 
 
Dec 20th Advent 4   Holy Communion 
    starting at 10.45am 
 
Sunday  Dec 20th  Carols by Candlelight  
        starting at 6.30pm 
 
Thursday  Dec 24th   Children’s Crib Service  
        starting at 3.00pm 
 
Thursday  Dec 24th   Christmas Eve Communion  
        starting at 11.15pm 
 
Friday   Dec 25th   Christmas Day Service  
        starting at 10.00am 
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

tEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEB: www.seedmerchants.com  Email: rileys@fsmail.net

williAM riley & sons ltD.

seeDsMen - ironMongers - hArDwAre - 
AgriCulturAl & hortiCulturAl MerChAnts

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. saturday 9am to 12.30.

Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

the regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

at competitive prices. 
tel 0798 956 7227

email: axelmayer@btinternet.com 
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk



In the Doctors and Dentists and Hairdressers too
People will wait as if in a queue.

Some will be anxious thinking ahead
Seeking distractions, reading instead.

Often they’ll find our community news
Catching up on events, opinions and views.

Old photos and stories tell of the past
Memories stirred rekindled to last.

At home and abroad family and friends
Missing their loved ones contact depends
On receiving issues and keeping in touch
The pain of absence not hurting so much.

Fifty editions have rolled off the press
Time to rejoice, hail the success

Of those working hard on our magazine
Endeavouring to make it the best it has been.

Quite rightly proud of all thats been done
Let them accept the plaudits so justly won.

Derrick Bate

fiftieth 
edition


