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Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

The Swan Inn

++

Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

Monday Night is Cheese Night

Tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’
Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ EVERY OTHER
SATURDAY
£2.20 per pint 5pm-8pm.
NIGHT
Draught & Cask Beers
Oakhams Academy of Excellence

A Very Merry Christmas
Linda & Paul your hosts

01782 720622

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
A message from the Editor.

Welcome once again to our final
issue for 2017.
During the past twelve months
we have published many items of
news and articles from readers of
our parish, all we hope is that you
enjoy each of the issues we publish.
Our volunteers have once again
given their spare time in helping
me to produce your community
news magazine and we look
forward to continue in the same
format in the foreseeable future.
As Editor I have to give thanks to
all who help me to produce the
magazine and the feedback I
receive from our readers is that
they also appreciate the hard work
done within the production of the

FEATURES

magazine.
We at the magazine are always on
the look out for items of news,
forthcoming events, tales from the
past or items of interest which our
readers may find of use.
I have to say once again a big
thank you to Tom Dunn for the
excellent photographs he provides us
with, one of which is our front cover
image taken within the parish.
I wish now to pass on our greetings
and we at the magazine would like
to wish all our readers and friends
who receive our magazine, wherever
they may be in the world, a Very
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.
Ernie Moulton Editor.

Farewell from Adam

Members, Parents, Guardians and all other
associated with Audley Youth Drop-in.

I regret to inform you
that I will be leaving my
post as AYDI Project
Manager with immediate
effect. This decision will
also in effect permanently
close the youth Club
located at Audley &
District Community
Centre for the foreseeable
future. It is unknown
whether the club will
restart in the future at this
current time.
After five successful years, two as a Project Leader
and three as a Project Manager, we as a group have
worked painlessly hard to offer the children of the
local area a positive alternative to anti-social
behaviour.
Since its creation in 2012, Audley Drop-in has seen
well over 500 registered members pass through its
doors.
This was only possible with the help and support of
numerous volunteers and organisations offering every
young person a sense of ownership for the club by
encouraging them to become involved within the
community.
From the outset AYDI sought the advice of, and
worked closely with, the local schools and policing
team to ensure that we offered a service that was
tailored to the needs of the local children.
We believe that the wide range of activities available
to the members were well enjoyed and helped to
develop the thinking of many youngsters actions for
the future.
I’m sure that everyone who has been involved past
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and present are sad to see an end of the Youth Club,
one of the few left in the local area. Over the years
many new groups have been created for the young
people offering them different services and/or
activities. This effect has reduced our numbers
recently and the club has struggled to produce a
suitable turnover to continue running effectively. Also
due to the young age of our current volunteers, they
have come to the time in their lives where they have
moved on to university or full time employment which
reduces their time available to volunteer.
Finally, a special mention must go to Audley &
District Community Centre committee for always
supporting the club from start to finish, providing an
abundance of resources to run and seeing the best
intentions of the members.
Once again, thank you to everyone for your support
over the years.
Adam Whitmore
AYDI Project Leader.
On behalf of the Audley Community News we would
like to thank Adam for all his hard work and
dedication to the youth of our parish. He is one of the
unsung heroes of our community.
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FIRE FIGHTERS CLIMB TO DIZZY
HEIGHTS WITH FUND-RAISING

Over the past 3 years, local Firefighter and Bignall End
resident Kelvin Chell has together with Firefighter
colleagues stationed at the Hanley Fire Station raised
£36,480.90 for local charities.
Pictured above left to right Mark Hammersley, Neil
Cheshire and Kelvin Chell.
Groups who have benefited include Fire Fighters
Charity - £8944, Cardiac Risk in the Young - £7000
(following the sudden death of a colleague’s of an
undiagnosed heart ailment), Dougie Mac Hospice £3500, Donna Louise Hospice - £2500, Fresh Hair £2500 (Charity for providing cancer sufferers with
wigs), MACCAS - £1280 (Charity set up for helping
young adults suffering from mental illness following
the sudden death of a colleagues son), North Staffs
Carers Association - £1200, Home Start - £500 (local
association set up to help young families), Fire Service
HQ memorial garden - £410 + donation of a green
house, Parkinson’s Disease - £350, North Staffs Food
Bank - £345, Royal British Legion - £331.90,
1st Basford Girl Guides - £160, Sunrise Centre - £160
(homeless association local to our area).
This year they are raising money for the Leukaemia
wards of our local hospital who our treating 2 of their
colleagues. If all goes well they should be able to
present them with money in excess of £3000, which
will then take their total over the £40,000 mark.
Ways in which they raised the money.
Local Artist, Sid Kirkham, has commissioned a
painting in recognition of the work of Staffs Fire &
Rescue and he has very kindly donated all profits of
the sale of prints taken from this lovely painting to
their charity.
Charity steak night at the Gresley Arms Public
house at Alsagers Bank (just outside Newcastle),
following the landlord’s daughter attending a CRY
screening session and being identified with a serious
unknown heart defect and being immediately
transported to A&E to undergo heart surgery. The
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landlord offered his premises to raise money for CRY,
he donated the main course and another business man
donated the starter so it was a pure profit event.
With the meal money, raffle and auction of a large
Santa Claus figure the event raised £1100.
Curry nights at the Alessi in Audley & Nirvana in
Hartshill, once again a good money earner. On the
night we incorporated a quiz, raffle and a game of
bingo. Car washes at Hanley fire station.
The Stokie Christmas market.
They hit on this idea leading up to one Christmas
when the lads at work were talking about going to
Christmas Markets in Manchester, Birmingham etc.
Kelvin suggested why not have a Stokie Christmas
market where we serve real Stokie food (lobby, Wrights
Pies and filled oatcakes) and have stalls in the station
for local traders and crafters to hire.
The station was dressed up both internally and
externally with Christmas lights and trees, a Santa’s
grotto was formed by one of the watches and Santa
himself arrived by fire engine. The idea was a huge
success and this year will be our 4th.
Car boot sales have been held on bank-holiday
Mondays. Local companies have match-funded some
of our events for which we are very grateful.
The local Tesco gave us a large Star Wars Storm
Trooper figure which was used to promote the latest
Star Wars film, this figure was used by Mark at an
external event to raise money by people standing next
to the figure for a photo shoot
Local companies have been approached to see if
they could help in the fund raising and they have
secured some very good cash donations as well as a
greenhouse for the memorial garden.
The station attended outdoor events (County Show
etc.) to sell their plastic fireman’s helmets and other fire
related toys that they have in stock.
They have display cabinets in the fire station in the
community areas containing fire related toys, the sales
from these toys also go into their charity account.
The money for the Royal British Legion was raised by
the selling of enamelled poppy brooches, these proved
to be very popular.
The 3 main drivers for raising this money are Kelvin
Chell, Neil Cheshire & Mark Hammersley.
BUT raising this amount of money cannot be done
without the fantastic supportive efforts of all personel
at Hanley and other fire stations in the North of the
County. Everyone willingly gives up a tremendous
amount of their own time to assist in supporting all of
their events.
Each year they nominate the charities and raise money
for them throughout the year, they always choose local
charities and particular ones which have a connection
to someone within the service. Sometimes they
become aware of a specific charity that is in urgent
need of funds for whatever reason, often they are able
to dip into their funds to help out. The fund raising
year commences on 1st January and runs through to
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31st December. Up to yet next year’s charities have not
been decided upon.
This year they were nominated for a Sentinel Hero
award `Beyond the call of duty` at the Moat House
Hanley, we are very proud to have been recognised for
our work. On the night they were privileged to meet a
lot of local celebrities and other nominees to reflect on
how proud they are to live in Stoke-on-Trent and how
they are able to help the communities they serve as
well as donning their dress suits to impress. The
people of this area are very generous and supportive
for which they acknowledge and thank them.
Earlier this year Kelvin and wife Lorna were personally
invited to attend the Royal Garden Party hosted by the
Queen in the grounds of Buckingham Palace, once
again in recognition of his fund raising. Kelvin said it
was an honour to attend this event and both he and
Lorna had a absolutely superb time.
To walk though areas of Buckingham Palace and its
gardens which are not normally accessible to the
public was a privilege and an occasion they will never
forget.
Kelvin, we at the Audley Community News wish to
express our community’s feeling of pride and
admiration in what you and your colleagues have
achieved. Well done!

The Cobbles
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts
Call in at The Cobbles 36/38 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.
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AUDLEY GOES PURPLE
Thank you everyone. You were
marvellous, fantastic, incredible
for all the support that you gave to
our fund-raising event, I can’t
praise you all enough.
This was the fourth year we have
been raising funds for cancer
research, three years for breast
cancer, but this year we teamed up
with Cancer Research UK “pink
suddenly turned to purple” and
WOW look what happened then.
It has been a great pleasure to
work with you, talk to you and
listen to your ideas. Every year the
event gets better.
We started off with the Ladies
from St James’ having their coffee
morning on Friday September 8th
with all the proceeds going to Cancer
Research UK. On Saturday 9th
September the Bell ringers and Audley Parish Bowmen
were giving lessons, also the Church tower was open,
Audley Parish Church Council did a marvellous job in
making this possible.
On Monday the Alessi restaurant did us proud again
and over ninety flocked into their premises for a lovely
meal, it was a great evening and raised a huge amount.
At the start of the evening we held a minute’s silence
for the memory of our lovely and much respected and
missed, Dylis Cornes.
It had rained almost every day in September “but
not on our Gala Day”.
Very early on Gala Day, Peak Pursuits were
manoeuvring their climbing wall on to the
library car park and Shaun was setting up his
hog roast.
The parade started from the Community
Centre car park led by the Porthill St Andrews
Drumming Corps, it was a great honour to
have the Deputy Mayor and Dennis Cornes as
part of the parade. The march up Church
Street finished at Horsleys where the band
gave us a terrific display of precision and skill,
they also gave another performance on Audley
Community library car park as the above
photograph shows, later in the morning.
All the lovely library volunteers were making
everyone so welcome with tea, coffee and
somewhere to sit and eat baps from the hog
roast. Items of food were also being provided by the
Cobbles store to eat in or take away.
By now Shaun’s Hog Roast was in full swing and the
Audley WI cakes were “selling like hot cakes”. Audley
Scouts had set up a stall and the face painter was doing
a great job. We were so pleased that Audley First
Responders were with us all morning. They are so
very much appreciated for the work they do
throughout our community.

The Deputy Mayor really enjoyed a trip to Leddys field
and was very interested in having a go at archery.
Once again Tracy and Margaret held a stall on Gala
Day at 79 Church Street, where they sold fresh and
artificial flower arrangements plus a cake stall. Their
stall was a complete sell out and raised £326.73 which
went towards fighting cancer. A Big Thank You to all
who donated and attended, also thanks to the help
given on the day by Tracey Furnival and Brenda
Ravenscroft.
The Star Bikers brought their beautiful bikes for us to

see, with also the opportunity for all to sit astride their
machines. In the two photographs above it shows on
the right Jane Mainwaring a member of the Audley
Post office staff testing her leather gear and on the left
trying to persuade dad what they wanted for
Christmas are James and Joseph, but I doubt they have
bob hope of getting one of these. Hit Mix 107.5 our
local radio station were broadcasting live outside the
Co-op, inviting the public to call into the Co-op and
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ask about the time capsule provided by the Co op staff, what a lovely and
unique idea of theirs.
What a challenge and adventure Peak Pursuits provided with their
climbing wall for the kids and their mums and dads, they thoroughly
enjoyed the experience.
Once again the bell ringers were on hand giving lessons and telling us
about the history of the bells and the tower. It was great to see the Deputy
Mayor and Town Crier ascend the tower to see the fantastic views, on the
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way up they stopped and both had
a chance to ring the bells. It must
have been a first ever as the bell
ringers met the Town Crier with his
bell.
What a thrilling sight seeing the
two magnificent shire horses
Bomber and Wainwright again
outside the Boughey Arms pictured
opposite, so gentle yet so powerful.
During the evening the pubs and
clubs were putting the finishing
touches to an incredible week
raising much needed funds for
Cancer Research UK.
We had the disco and raffle at
Audley Cricket Club, the big draw
and entertainment at the Boughey
Arms, lovely music at the Plough
and Linda and Paul’s wonderful
party at the Swan Inn.
Once again the Audley Parish
community has excelled itself, a big
thank you for everyone who helped
to raise a massive £7726.65 this will
now be donated to help cancer
research.
Peter Shore.
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Alsagers Bank Fun Day

On Saturday 19th August, Alsagers Bank held a family
fun day on the sports field in the Drive. It was the first
such day in the village for many years..
Thanks to generous donations from Alsagers Bank
Sports and Recreation club, Audley Rotary club and
Alsagers Bank Community Group the organisers were
able to get the event up and running.
The idea of a Fun Day was not to make money other
than to cover expenses, but to give the villagers a good
day and to bring together both old and new residents
in an age where community spirit seems to be fading.
The day ran in conjunction with a scarecrow
competition and was originally only intended for
Alsagers Bank, but with the response from
neighbouring villages Halmer End and Miles Green
and even sightings in Bignall End and Knutton, it was
felt only fair to include them in the contest which was
judged by two members of the Rotary Club. Out of
112 entrants the Bailey family of Church Farm were
adjudged the winners.
The event was opened by the Mayor and Mayoress
of Newcastle Simon White and Shirley Boyle, who can
be seen pictured above with, on the left one of the
organisers Joan Fryer and on the right of the Mayor
Ruth Eagles. Unfortunately the weather on the day
was less than kind but we still had a fantastic time.
Thanks must go to the people who donated raffle
prizes, too numerous to mention and everyone who
gave so much hard work and time to make it such a
successful day.
Although it was not intended to make money, over
£3000 was raised and the organisers decided to make a
charitable donation to CRY.
The picture top right shows left to right Ruth Eagles,
Maisie Wilson, Sue Hughes, mother of Dan Hughes,
who received a cheque for £1500 on behalf of CRY.
Also pictured are Joan Fryer and Margaret Conliffe.
The remainder of the monies raised would go to
help to fund next year’s Fun Day as it is hoped to make
this an annual event.
The day’s event also brought together many friends
and family and we were so pleased with Chrissie

Cheshire and her friends for organising the highly
successful ‘Dog Show’.
There were donkey rides for the children to enjoy, we
also had a Book stall provided by Melanie Ebdon, Jo
Bailey with her Bottle stall and her husband Phil who
provided his farm Tractor display.
‘Hit Mix’ our local Alsagers Bank radio station
provided us with the music on the day and a PA
system. All were so welcome and appreciated.
A special mention must go to Rachel Hayward who
helped with her computer skills and also Tracy Pepper
and her family who all worked so hard on the burger
bar also playing a major role, along with people too
numerous to mention in making this a special day.
It only remains to thank the people of Alsagers Bank
and surrounding areas who attended in such numbers
as to make the day a resounding success.
Hopefully next year’s event will be blessed with
more favourable weather and we can make it an even
bigger and more interesting event.
In order to do this we will need the help of more
volunteers, so watch this space in the Audley
Community News where we will be publishing the
date of the next event for 2018 and a contact number
and emailing address.
See you all in 2018, everyone is most welcome.
Phil Fryer.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

Rotary Club of Audley

Well it’s coming up to that time of year when we all
will be preparing for the Christmas festivities. That
means for us here at Rotary, the annual Santa run to
raise money for local and international charities.
The two weeks of visits is preceded by our Tree of
Light dedication on the library car park, with Audley
Brass, on Friday 1st December at 7:00pm, raising
money for the Donna Louise Hospice. Forms for
sponsoring the lights in remembrance of deceased
relatives and friends are available from where you got
this magazine and at many shops throughout the
village, including the library. If you prefer, they are
available to download from the website www.
audleyrotary.co.uk and click on downloads.
The dates for this year’s SANTA run are as follows:
WEEK 1
Mon. 4th December
Waterhayes Village (Majority)
Tues 5th December
Waterhayes Village (continued) and Red St.
Thurs 7th December
Wood Lane and Boon Hill
Fri 8th December
Madeley Heath and Betley
WEEK 2
Mon. 11th December
Madeley.
Tue. 12th December
Scot Hay, Alsagers Bank, Halmer End and Miles Green
Thu. 14th December
Bignall End
Fri. 15th December
Audley
Sat. 16th December
Audley Village in the morning.
The run normally starts at 5pm. We would hope to
visit all the streets in these areas, but this is not always
possible. This will depend on a number of things,
including weather, numbers of volunteers and access.
If we are unable to get to you on a particular night
we do apologise, but you can always visit Santa in
Audley Village on Saturday 16th.
These dates may be subject to change after
publication due to operational requirements. Please
join the Facebook page ‘AudleyRotarySantaRun’ for
up-to-date details closer to the time.
The meetings for the last few months are highlighted
as below.
On 26th July we had Joanne Mills, a friend of a
member’s daughter come speak to us about her
appearance on ITV’s quiz show, ‘Tipping Point’. She
decided to apply for the show as part of a personal
attempt to do ‘40 at 40’ (things to do while she was
forty). Following an interview at Liverpool, she was
eventually called, contrary to all her doubts, to record
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for the show in the London studios. She went on to
give all the details of the recording, getting through to
the third round, but missed out on a place in the final
on one question. It was a very interesting and
entertaining talk.
At our 2nd August meeting, Sylvia Keris, President of
The Rotary Club of Eccleshall Mercia, broke her
journey to come to speak to us about how she is
walking the entire length of the canal towpaths of the
Four Counties Ring (Staffordshire, Cheshire,
Shropshire and West Midlands) in aid of the End Polio
campaign during August.
She took on the challenge for four reasons, a
personal challenge, to bring clubs together, to bring
members of those clubs together and to raise money
for the ‘End Polio’ campaign. She planned on walking
approximately 11.5 miles per day, intending to stop
overnight on route with Rotarians.
On 18th September we supported ‘Audley Goes Purple’
by presenting a cheque to Peter Shore for Audley Goes
Purple to Fight Cancer 2017.
The speaker on 4th October was Mandy Rollins, from
‘Disability Solutions’, a volunteer run charity. They
offer help with, amongst other things, disability and
welfare benefits queries, equipment advice and
information, mobility and access advice and helping
find suitable holidays or breaks for disabled people,
their families and carers. If you would like to know
more their website can be found at www.
disabilitysolutions.org.uk. After the meeting, one of
our members was quoted as saying she was “One of the
best speakers I have heard in a long time”
To learn more about Rotary, visit our website at
www.audleyrotary.co.uk, contact us via our Facebook
and Twitter accounts or e-mail us at:
Ian Knight
contact@audleyrotary.co.uk
ROTARY CLUB OF AUDLEY
CHRISTMAS
TREE OF LIGHT
SPONSOR A LIGHT ON OUR AUDLEY ROTARY CLUB

VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE
IN MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE
ALL FUNDS RAISED WILL SUPPORT THE WONDERFUL WORK OF OUR
LOCAL CHILDRENS HOSPICE “TREETOPS” (Donna Louise Trust)
The service of dedication is held on the library car park on the first Friday in December
Please complete the form below and return it with your donation by dropping it into the boxes provided
at Audley Library or one of our local Post Offices.
Or return it to:
Audley Rotary Club, c/o Mr Ian Knight
53 Stephens Way, Bignall End, ST7 8PL
Please make cheques payable to ‘The Rotary Club of Audley’
(with your name and address on the back)
Alternatively you can donate online: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/AudleyRotaryTreeOfLight2017

The information below

The following names WILL be entered into our Christmas Book

will not be published:

of Memories in the Library, in addition to being published at:

Your name:

www.audleyrotary.co.uk (Follow the link to ‘Tree of Light
Commemorations’

_______________________________
Address: _______________________

Shine a light in memory of
(please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS):
Please tick below if you do not wish us to record this inscription on our
website.

_______________________________
Postcode: _____________________

_

Please include your own name above, if you wish it to be included:

Special thanks to Audley Library, Audley Parish Council, Audley Brass Band, Local Churches and Post Offices.
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The Last Long Mile
‘The Last Long Mile’ Minnie Pit Memorial Walk; A
Call for Volunteers.
On Saturday 25th November at 10.00am a huge public
meeting of Volunteer Walkers will take place at Sir
Thomas Boughey Academy.
The Minnie Pit Memorial Walk will take place on
Saturday 13th January 2018 and will represent the last
walk through Halmer End High Street taken by the
155 boys and men who were killed in the pit disaster.
When the ‘155’ left home on the morning of 12th
January in 1918 they would have been expecting to
return home after the shift.
Some people have told me that a football match was
planned for the afternoon and we know for sure that
there were plans for a pensioners’ party in Halmer End
Methodist Chapel.
I wonder what conversations were had as they left the
house?
What were the final words spoken?
Perhaps it was the first shift for some of those young
boys who had only left school at the end of the
Christmas Term. Did their mothers pack their
‘snappin tins’ with jam and bread, place a scarf around
their neck and a cap upon their heads?
What I have been told is that it was never a done
thing to say “goodbye” or “see you later” to a collier
as they left the house for the coal mine, it was
considered unlucky; and so these very ordinary
parting words would never have been uttered. The
memorial walk will create a powerful living image of
men and boys walking the route to work, a walk that
had been taken one hundred years ago almost to the
day.
A sight which for many years was a very ordinary
sight, hardly worth a second glance, the coming and
going of miners back and forth as the shifts change.

We already have a number of people volunteering to
take part in the walk, some representing family
members who were lost in the Minnie Pit Disaster,
some who want to volunteer to walk on behalf of those
killed who do not have relatives close by.
But we need to make sure at the very least, that the
155 who were killed on that day have someone to walk
in their footsteps for them, and so the Minnie Pit
Centenary Group are asking for volunteers to come
along to this public meeting to help us decide how the
walk will take place, what the route should be, and
how we should represent the boys and men killed.
Please encourage people from your sports clubs,
community groups, church groups, villages, family,
neighbours and friends to come along. Ideally the
memorial walkers would be boys and men aged 14
upwards.
For more information or to express your interest or
ideas please contact Sue Moffat on
sue4audleyandbignallend@gmail.com or visit our
Minnie Pit Facebook page and leave us a message.

Confusion?

I’m often asked
which version of the
name should be used.
Is it Halmer End or
is it Halmerend?
Sheila Hopkins from
the village Post Office
has provided the
picture attached
which was the village
sign to their Post
Office from the
1800s. Maybe this is
the correct way of
spelling the village
name. Can anyone
enlighten us. Editor.
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Three amazing young men (aged between 21 - 29).
Left to right on the photo are Kieran Peake, Josh
Rhodes, Jonathan Maskrey who recently ‘Braved the
Shave’ at Bignall End Cricket Club. With one of the
boys’ family members recently being affected by cancer
the boys were inspired to fight the disease that affects
so many and raise funds for Douglas Macmillan.
They raised in excess of £1500. A great evening,
with thanks to Olivia Cunningham from Headmasters
of Audley volunteering to shave their heads. The
cricket club contributed all funds raised from the event
to the cause.
In a great turn of events the boy’s family member
has just been given the all clear from cancer after an
operation.
A massive thank you for everyone’s donation and
support.

The Final Slice As Local Butcher Retires
After serving our
local community
with high quality
meat products it
was sad to hear
about the closure
of Jackson’s
butchers store in
Bignall End on
Saturday 16th
September 2017.
John opened his
Ravens Lane store
26 years ago and
has been the
provider of our
Sunday roasts.
John, who was
born in the parish,
has been a butcher

for over 46 years.
Having spoken to John he informed me that after
having had surgery to his hand some time ago he was
finding it very difficult to continue with his work as a
butcher.
After having a long discussion with his wife Denise
they both decided the only solution was for John to
retire and hang up his apron. John had worked along
side his nephew Steve for many years and they will be
both missed by the many customers who used the
store.
Denise is now looking forward to having all those
jobs done which John had put on the back burner as
he now no longer has the excuse that he has to go to
work!
We at the Audley Community News would like to
take this opportunity to wish John a very happy
retirement and to thank him for his support to our
parish magazine since it was first published back in
2003.
John you will be a sad loss to our community.
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BEREAVEMENTS & TRIBUTES

LOCKETT George
It is with sadness that we report the passing of George
Lockett aged 89 years of Grassy Lane, Audley, on
September 25th 2017.
George was the loving husband of the late Hazel,
and father to his late son, Alan, a much loved
grandfather of John and his partner Amy, and
treasured great-grandad of Stanley.
George was in the loving care of his grandson John
and his family at the time of his death.
As a boy George attended the Audley and Halmer
End schools and on leaving school went into the local
building trade and remained a bricklayer all his
working life.
George was a true ‘Audley Person’ who had lived in
the same row of cottages all his life. Since Hazel his
wife passed away, his 2 neighbours, Diane and
Margaret have always been on hand to give him help
whenever he needed it. They were such caring friends.
George loved sport, especially football and cricket
and had in fact played for the Audley teams. He was a
regular visitor to the Audley Cricket Club where he so
enjoyed watching his local team play, and also having a
game of dominoes with his friends. His other love was
a game of Bingo at the Pensioners’ Hall in the village.
George was a gentleman through and through, a
true member of our local community and will be
sadly missed by so many.
His funeral service took place at Bradwell
Crematorium on Friday 13th October 2017 and all
donations were sent to the Douglas Macmillan
Hospice. Please accept our condolences.

Linda Mary Lovell (Nee Moores)
Linda passed away suddenly on
the 11th August. She was born in
Bignall End and was the daughter
of Fred & Phyllis Moores. She
attended Audley and Halmer End
Schools.
Linda worked at Pauldens
Department Store in Newcastle
and this is where she met her
husband Terry who worked there.
They went on to marry at Audley
Church and started their married
life in Basford, but after a couple
of years they moved to
Wilbrahams Walk, Audley, where
they had their only daughter
Claire.
Linda worked at Wilbraham House care home for
a number of years before moving on to
Broadmeadow Court in Chesterton where she
worked until she retired, it was a job she loved.
The funeral took place at Audley Methodist
Church on 30th August 2017. The service was
very well attended which gave comfort to the
family.

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

TRIBUTES
If you wish to place a tribute in memory of a loved one
and if room permits we are always happy to publish
them.
Please contact the Editor by phone, email or mail, the
contact details can be found on page 3 of this
magazine.
Editor.

PEGI WILDE FOOT HEALTH
DipCFHP, MPSPract

Foot Care with a gentler touch!
(A Complete Foot Care Service)
Callus and hard skin removed
Corns treated
Routine nail trimming
Thickened nails reduced
Ingrown nails treated
Diabetic foot health and advice
Treatments in the comfort of your own home.
Evening and Saturday appointments available by arrangement.
Gentlest treatment methods used.
All equipment fully sterilised.

Phone 07715 128962 pegi.wilde@hotmail.co.uk
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Wood Lane Cricket Club
“End of Season 2017”

The Cricket season has now ended and the
players and coaches can rest, before winter
training begins in January 2018. Much work
continues at the club in preparation,
decoration and negotiation within all
management groups. We have just
experienced our most successful Annual Beer
Festival to date. Through the sterling
organisational skills of Steve Norcup and Dave
“The Rock” Pendleton. Beers, Ciders, Gin and
Prosecco were served by their team of
volunteers who all worked tirelessly over the
four-day event.
Refreshments and live entertainment were
provided and their hard work achieved
exceptional results. A huge thank you to all
involved including guests and members who
came along and supported us. Wood Lane Cricket
Club is renowned for supporting good causes and we
like to help our members whenever we can.
Kayleigh Philips and Adam Williams will be hosting
an event at the club on Friday 1st December 2017 for a
charity that supports an illness suffered by their
beautiful baby daughter, Mia Rose. I hope they receive
the support they so deserve. If you wish to donate you
can do so by accessing www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/kayleigh-phillips4
The club house will continue to remain open
through the winter with Live Entertainment scheduled
and of course BT Sport & Sky Sports media
throughout. On Saturday 16th December, we shall be
hosting our very popular Traditional Christmas
Dinner with lots of festive fun, tickets will be on sale
from the club house. The children’s Christmas Party
will be held on Sunday 17th December at 10.00am.
On Tuesday 19th December at 6.00pm we shall meet at
the club to gather for our annual Christmas Caroling
where we serenade the good folk of Wood Lane. We
are accompanied by Mr Graham Colclough and his
cornet in the hope of raising funds for a chosen
charity. On our return to the clubhouse hot
refreshments are awaiting us and we rest our weary
feet with a hot toddy or two. Anyone wishing to join
us is more than welcome, wrap up warm and bring a
torch.
New Year’s Eve we have live entertainment and it
will be a member’s ticket event but new members are
always welcome. Please call into the club and see our
membership officer Ingrid Williams. A schedule of
our opening hours over the Christmas period is
displayed.
The benefits of being a member of Wood Lane
Cricket & Sports Club is that you become a part of the
club, that has the community at its heart. We are not a
profit-making club, in the sense that all our income
raised after costs is reinvested in the club to continue
improving and providing facilities and services of the
highest standard but affordable to all our members.
90% of all that makes Wood Lane work is done by

volunteers, members who care about our club and our
youngsters. To be a part of this spirit is something
very special, I wish to take this opportunity to thank
all the members, players, coaches and managers for
their fantastic hard work and support and hope it
continues.
Just to reiterate what a special place Wood lane is, at
the top of the ground against the score box a rose
garden was created in memory of a dearly loved
member of the club. This special place over the years
has been well tended, and members continued to add
their own personal tokens of love personal to them.
From this, a beautiful garden of remembrance came
about. To accommodate our members and respect
their wishes, Paul Bates Vice Chairman & Graham
Colclough President decided, with the help of the
grounds committee, to extend the garden. A new
retaining wall was built by members Brian Scott and
Kev Pritchard. Steve Gibson was the craftsman that
returned many years on to extend his existing
wonderful wrought ironwork around the new wall. It
looks phenomenal, depicting the cricket theme.
Finally, Paul approached the clergy and asked if they
would come and acknowledge this tribute. They were
most accommodating and in August Rev Simon
Tomkins of Audley Parish and Rev Simon Boxhall of
Chesterton Parish, happily came along and performed
a blessing service with prayers and hymns, it was
delightful. The event was well attended by members,
management, families and children from our junior
Cricket section. Afterwards refreshments were
provided by Pete & Dave Grocott. This Memorial
garden is a delightful place, and will continue to be
tended by the management for the members. The
photograph shows Sandra Bates, Rev Simon Boxhall,
Paul Bates, Debra Garlick, Rev Simon Tomkins, Sophie
Jervis, Sam & Alfie Norcup. A wonderful achievement
marking the end to another season.
Debra Garlick Chair Person
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Getting Christmas

I liked the personality test I read about in Carl
Laferton’s new book ‘Rescuing Christmas’. He
suggested that everyone naturally belongs to one of
two groups:
The Christmas Get-to-er just can’t wait to get to
Christmas. They love everything about it, the lights,
the Rotary Santa, the mince pies, Audley Brass Band,
the presents (giving and getting them), the turkey, the
Queen’s speech, the whole lot. They’ve been counting
down the number of sleeps since mid-August. Their
inner five-year-old is still really excited about such a
special time of year.
The Christmas-Get-Through-er grits their teeth and
somehow gets through it. They don’t like Christmas
Pudding, icy roads on the banks, and they can never
think of good Christmas presents to give to people.
They agree with Scrooge: “Every idiot who goes about
with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips, should be boiled
with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly
through his heart. He should!”
The sad thing is that for both groups, Christmas is a
time that’s bitter-sweet. The person who loves
Christmas gets to 4pm on the 25th December and
realises that the day they’ve longed for is now almost a
memory. It’ll be 364 days till the fun comes again. The
person who dreads Christmas may have happy
memories of when Christmas was the loveliest time of
the year, but now it feels like the loneliest time of the
year. Maybe this year everyone feels particularly aware
of who’s missing from the family reunions.
The great news is that there’s an answer to the
sadness of both groups, and that’s simply to get what’s
at the heart of Christmas. Behind all the sparkle of
Christmas is a life-changing and world-changing
historical event. The Bible’s claim is that God Himself
became a baby and was born in our world. By His
amazing life, and extraordinary death, he’s made it
possible for us to be friends with Him, now and
forever. Do join us at any of the Christmas services, or
for January’s Life Explored course to celebrate that
wonderful birth, and find out more.
Nikki joins me in wishing you a very happy
Christmas, Rev Simon Tomkins of Audley Parish
ANDREW FODEN

Garden Services
Z
Regular Garden Maintenance
��������
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted

3rd Dec

Christingle Service

10.30am

16th Dec

Carols in the Village

from 10am

17th Dec

Carols by Candlelight

6.30pm

24th Dec

Traditional Service

8.15am

24th Dec

Carol Service

10.30am

24th Dec

Children’s Crib Service

3.00pm

24th Dec

Christmas Eve Service

11.00pm

25th Dec

Christmas Day Service

10.00am

After Christmas—
9th January - Life Explored Course starts in
St James Church Hall

Book
early for
Christmas.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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Audley Male Voice Choir
The Autumn has arrived, the nights
are drawing in and your local Choir is
still buzzing with activity.
In September we had two successful
concerts, one in Wolstanton
Methodist Church and the other in
Llandudno, the latter of which was so
well received that we were immediately
invited back for 2018.
We are looking forward to our
imminent social and Concert tour to
Oban and the West of Scotland. We
will be in concert in Oban Cathedral
and Fort William and singing in the
iconic, small and rugged Iona Abbey.
This could be one of the highlights of
our tour. Many thanks to our
indefatigable organiser Peter Thomson
and also to Lochaber Rotary for assistance with the
concerts.
We have taken part in two Remembrance Events, the
first on the 9th of November at Hartshill Church in a
joint concert with the University Hospital Ladies
Choir. Our own Choir partcipated in the
Remembrance Service at the Hanley Cenotaph on the
Sunday the 12th of November.
Also for your diary are two more concerts here in
Audley. On the 25th of November, 7:30PM at Audley
Central Methodist Church where we are proud to be
singing in support of Cardiac Risk in the Young
(CRY). Any contribution to their excellent work in
screening young people to help prevent adult sudden
death is invaluable.
On the 16th of December at 7:00pm we will be taking
part in a Christmas Concert at St. James’ Church,
Audley.
This is a true story and I think it worth sharing. A
mere six weeks ago my 8 year old granddaughter Isla
Rose, auditioned and was accepted for a choir in
Dallas Texas. After her first rehearsal we were all keen
to know how it went. “Well Isla what did you do in
rehearsal?” I asked. “We didn’t do anything” she
answered. “You must have done something” I said.
“No we just sang?” Was her reply. Well, all you male
readers, if you fancy not doing anything, just singing,
come along on Thursday nights at 7:30 pm to Audley
Central Methodist Church, you WILL be made
welcome.
If any of you think that church life in the USA is like
ours here, email me at davie.stewart@iclway.co.uk with
the title “Church Life in the USA” and I will send you a
link to the first Church Service that my granddaughter
performed in. This is NOT like anything in the UK.
Featured Soloist Douglas Parker is relatively new to the

choir, but is proving to be a great asset. This is a
sample of his musical experience:Douglas Parker was born in Longport in the Potteries
and moved to Congleton in 1968. He started singing
as a boy treble, having lessons when his mother could
afford them and singing in the church choir. After his
voice broke, he became a tenor and was persuaded by
his grandfather to join Longport Working Men’s Club
choir.
Since those days Douglas has played many parts in
Scout Gang Shows, such as Screamline and Burdi Boy’s
at Hanley and Burslem and as Chorus Master and
Assistant Producer of Our Gang in Congleton for
many years.
Douglas also performed in the two operatic societies
in Congleton for over Thirty years taking on principal
parts such as :Alfred (Die Fledermous), Mr Bumble (Oliver), Alfred
P Doolittle (My Fair Lady), Joe (Show Boat),
Lazar Wolfe (Fiddler on the Roof), Judd Fry
(Oklahoma) and The Caliph (Kismet).
Douglas’s other activities in and around Congleton
include :An enthusiastic member of the scout movement for
over fifty years and is a very active member of
Congleton Rotary Club, President of Vale Juniors F.C
and President of 230 Squad Air Training Corp.
Douglas is the official Congleton Town Crier, Mace
Bearer and Keeper of the Town Treasures.
Douglas was awarded an M.B.E. for his services to the
community of Congleton.
Having decided to retire from Operatics and the
Council and to take on a much quieter life he was
asked if he would like to join Audley Male Voice Choir.
We were very happy to accept his offer to sing in the
baritone section, for, as he thought, a quiet life.
Douglas’s final quote is “Choir Life is Good”.
Davie ( a tenor )
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G Y M T I M E TA B L E
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

6.15am

Personal Training
by appointment
only

6.15am

Personal Training
by appointment
only

Personal Training
by appointment
only

7- 8am

(Booking only)

10am KoYoga

MAKE IT
PERSONAL IN
JANUARY!
Four one to one sessions
with free classes and
comprehensive nutrition
advice for ONLY £120

(Booking only)

10am Legs,

4:30 - 5:30pm

5.30 - 6.30pm

6.30 - 7.30pm

5.30 - 6.30pm

6.30 - 7.30pm

Mixed Full
Body Circuit
Spinning

7 - 8pm

Boys circuit
class ages 13-15
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

Ladies only
class with Vicky

Couples deals available.

9 -10am

Bums & Tums

5.30 - 6.30pm

Mixed Full
Body Circuit

Mixed Full
Body Blast
Beginners class

6.15 - 7.15pm
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

5.30 - 6.30pm
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

Personal Training
by appointment
only

Spinning

7 - 8pm

Ladies only
class with Vicky

PERSONAL TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL NUTRITIONAL ADVICE

Unit 2 Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Staffordshire, ST5 6NR. www.korefitness.co.uk for more information
Enquiries: Karl 07947 566670 Jess 07376 363757  facebook/korefitnessuk

LINDA’S FUNDRAISER

After a casual chat one evening in February this year,
whilst enjoying a pint at the Swan Inn Bignall End,
landlady Linda Shaw and I were talking about the
possibility of raising the funds and having a
defibrillator installed on the outside walls of the Swan
Inn for the benefit of the local community especially
with the pub being on the main route to the local
school, also a new chidren’s nursery having been built
and with a number of local retired residents living
locally. Permission for the installation would have to
be sought from the owners of the public house,
Dorbier of course.
On that same evening Robert King of Wilbrahams
Walk, who is a director at Alexander Grace Ltd a
financial services company called in for his regular
weekly visit to test out one of the Swans real ales.

Robert overheard myself and Linda talking about the
fund-raising and kindly suggested that he was willing
to make a substantial donation towards the purchase
of the defibrillator on condition that Linda raised the
money within 12 months.
Linda took on the challenge and contacted the
owners of the Swan Inn who were delighted to give
their consent to install the unit.
It was pleasing to hear that in early September Linda
had achieved her goal, cutting almost 4 months off her
challenging time. For the past 8 months Linda has
been running fund-raising events and taking in
donations whilst working in the Swan. Robert can be
seen presenting a cheque to Linda for the sum £495,
this would be added to the £805 Linda has raised.
The cost of the defibrillator is £1600 and as it’s being
purchased and installed by MEDANAID who also
helped with a reduction of £300 from this amount,
bring the total needed by Linda to the sum raised of
£1300.
Linda has asked me to express her thanks to all who
took part in the fund-raisers and all who donated.
We need to congratulate Linda on all her efforts and
must say a special thank you to Robert for his
generosity.
Editor.

Wasps

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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Minnie Pit Book Launch
Audley Family History Society

Victims of the Minnie Pit Disaster 1918

A tribute to the miners who
lost their lives in the Minnie
Pit disaster in Halmer End
will be published by the
Audley & District Family
Society on the 100th
anniversary of the disaster in
January 2018.
The book will contain
information on every victim
and their immediate
families, giving dates of
birth, marriage and death,
along with details of the
occupations of the miners in
the pit, recovery of bodies and burials.
The information has been extracted from parish
registers, census records, electoral registers, birth,
marriage and death indexes, newspapers, the Minnie
Pit Disaster Official Report and Sentinel Minnie Pit
Relief Fund documents.
Photographs of more than 90 victims are included
along with photographs of their memorials in local
churchyards and cemeteries, and copies of various
documents relating to many of the victims. Book size
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A4, 187 pages.
A book launch is scheduled to take place at 2pm
on Saturday 13th January 2018 in Halmer End
Methodist Church.
This will form part of the weekend of remembrance
to mark the centenary of the disaster.
The published price of the book is £7.50 but it will
be available at the book launch at a reduced price of
£6.00 for those attending.
Full Details will be available on the society website:
www.audleyfhs.co.uk
Clive Millington

CARPETS AT WAREHOUSE PRICES
GOODMAN CARPETS & FLOORING MILL CLEARANCE CARPETS
Established 30 years
80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpets £7.50 p.s.y
100mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
PRESENT THIS ADVERT TO RECEIVE £10 OFF
ORDERS OVER £100

Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
MON, TUES, WED, FRI, SAT 10.30

- 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. OPEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2
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AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR
The last year or so has been a bit up-and-down for the
choir. There have been some great moments but also
some difficult times. We have had illness in the ranks
and sadly, lost some members BUT we have gained a
new YOUNG member. This has brought our average
age down a bit!
We have enjoyed visiting and entertaining our
familiar groups: St. Vincent de Paul Society at Alsager;
Salvation Army at Chesterton and Kidsgrove; Douglas
Macmillan; Thursfield Community Centre at
Harriseahead; Keystone Support Group at Lawton
Memorial Hall.
In April we hosted a concert at Audley Methodist

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
Church Hall. Our guests were
Daleian Ladies Choir, 3
instrumentalists and
SIGNTOGETHER.
It was a great evening and we
hope to repeat it sometime next
year at a venue in Stone.
We were thrilled to be guests of
Wetley Rocks Male Voice Choir at
their Leek Arts Festival Concert in
May – a gig that required a coach
for the ladies and our supporters.
A first for us!
We had a successful Bring&Buy
and Summer Concert and a lovely
‘Purple’ Concert – both raising
great amounts of money.
We would like to thank all of
our supporters for attending
concerts and giving so generously to our chosen good
causes.
December 2016 £500 to OUR SPACE Charity
July 2017 £200 to Audley Millennium Green Trust
£200 to Audley Library and Resource Centre
September 2017 £300 to Audley Fights Cancer Week
We are now rehearsing for Christmas. We shall be
singing carols at 2pm at the Christmas Market on
Saturday November 25th and we are looking forward
to joining all the other guests at the Christmas Concert
in St. James Church on Saturday 16th December at
7pm.
Thank you again to all of you who support us.

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB 2017

The new season has now started with varying levels of
success for the 12 teams we run from primary school
age through to senior level, which equates to
approximately 150 players involved in representing the
village in association football.
Obviously this is a large commitment for the
volunteers who organise and run the teams and the
club’s committee alike.
However, we are still looking at opportunities to
grow and now have a Saturday morning Soccer School
for children between the ages of 6 and 10 years old.
If you want your child to experience football and an
opportunity to meet other children then please pop
down to the club on a Saturday morning at 10am to
join in.
On a fund raising front we will again host our
annual Beer Festival from 19th to 25th February 2018.
If you know anybody who would like to sponsor a
barrel please ask them to give me a call on 01782
721133.
The club has also started two more fund raising
ventures. These are through the Easy Fund Raising
shopping website and the Newcastle Borough Council
Lyme Lottery, the website details of both can be found
opposite.
The club would be extremely grateful if club

members or the community in general would support
the club through either or both of these methods of
raising funds.
Finally on behalf of Audley FC may I wish everybody a
great Christmas and a Peaceful and Prosperous 2018
www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/audleyfc
www.LymeLottery.co.uk then search for Audley FC
Best Regards Richard Platt Audley FC Chairman

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944
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St James Mothers’ Union
I am now finding my feet as branch leader with the
support of a very good team of ladies and beginning to
enjoy the role with a little less trepidation!
Our meetings have been going well, and as promised
Robert Edwards came to speak to us all about Mary’s
Meals. It is such a simple idea, that children are given
a wholesome meal at school every day. Children
cannot learn if they are hungry, and even less so if they
have to walk a few miles to school each day. The result
of the campaign is that now more children are
attending school every day and the parents know that
they are being fed. What started as a small initiative by
one man, Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, in Scotland has
now resulted in over one million two hundred
thousand children benefiting from the efforts of local
volunteers.
It actually costs £13.90 to feed a child at school for a
whole year. Yes, you did read that correctly! The
ladies decided to have a collection and Robert was able
to send a cheque for £195 to the charity. This equates
to fourteen children being fed for a year. If you would
like to know more then I have included a link for you.
It makes for very good reading.
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/who-we-are/
In September we joined with St Andrew’s Porthill and
St Giles, Newcastle for our Deanery Festival. It was
lovely to be able to share ideas, fellowship and some
yummy cakes with them. Our thanks go to St
Andrew’s for hosting the event, and we look forward to
next September when it will be the turn of St Giles.
The ladies of Mothers’ Union helped St James’ to
support purple week, starting them off with a fund
raising morning of tea and cake, which raised £200.
They also helped with the Macmillan coffee morning
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which raised a further £340. Our thanks go to anyone
involved in putting together the two events, and we
must not forget the men behind the scenes who do all
the heavy lifting!
October saw the onset of autumn and with it a chance
to have a wonderful evening, as Debbie Berriman
showed us all how to use all natural materials to make
some willow stars. There was fear and confusion to
start with, then laughter, working together and a sense
of achievement by the end of the evening, as every
member went home with a handmade willow star to
decorate further with pine cones etc, or just to hang in
the garden or on the door as it is.
I now have the task of coming up with as good an
idea for next year! Our thanks go to Debbie for giving
up her time to teach us all a new skill.
The year is fast coming to a close and our final two
meetings of the year. November will see Rev Simon
Tomkins, vicar of St James’, St Martin’s and St John’s,
coming to spend time with us. In December we have
our Christmas “Bring-and-share” evening with
favourite songs and carols. Do join us if you can. We
each bring a small contribution to the buffet and you
can bring a favourite song or carol on CD if you have
one. I cannot believe the year has gone so fast and I
am well into planning next year’s programme.
Anyone is very welcome at our branch meetings. It is
free to come and you don’t have to be a Mum to come
to Mothers’ Union. I have included a link for Mothers’
Union too to show you just how important a role it is
when campaigning for women’s and children’s rights
internationally.
Have a blessed Christmas and I look forward to
seeing you in the new year.
Josie Knight
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HORNE BROTHERS

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS

Audley Theatre News October 2017.

Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk


Jojo’s
Dog grooming with
the very best of care.
Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road
Halmerend
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8BH

Tel: 01782 721 735
Mob: 07900 601 160
Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

It is that time of year again. Oh no it isn’t, oh yes it is!
After the October production of the Farndale
Avenue Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic
Society’s Production of A Christmas Carol, rehearsals
began straight away for our annual pantomime.
The director, Wendy Brough has written a short
paragraph to get you all in the mood for frivolity and
entertainment. She writes, Many people feel a sense
of deflation when Christmas has come and gone.
Well not here at Audley theatre!
At the end of January we begin our panto run. This
is the third panto written by myself and it is called
JACK. As the title suggests, it is based on the tale of
Jack and the Beanstalk. It is full of colourful
characters, audience participation, comedy and lively
music. So dust off those January blues and come along
for laughter and fun.’
Everyone at our theatre wishes that this panto will
be another huge success for her and we are sure the
audiences will enjoy themselves. It is staged from
Wednesday 24th - Saturday 27th January and the
following week Wednesday 31st January –Saturday 3rd
February. You can get your tickets by using our new
online system on Audley theatre’s website or in person
on a Saturday morning at the theatre throughout
January.
This new way of ordering tickets online has proved
successful since we launched it for our October
production and it is really simple to use. One patron
said it took 10 seconds to book and pay for the tickets!
So many people booked their tickets this way and it
has enabled us to feel part of the 21st century, yet still
offering a personal service on a Saturday morning.
Check the posters, Facebook and the website for the
release date of the tickets.
Those of you who came to our last production will
notice our new foyer windows and doors. No more
draughts to contend with and less maintenance for the
future. We aim to continue with our maintenance
plans for the theatre, although fund raising
opportunities will be needed.
Watch this space for future events.
Our May production has been chosen and rehearsals
will begin shortly. I can’t give much away at the
moment so, once again, keep checking Face book and
our website for details.
All that remains is to wish all our patrons and
members a prosperous New Year and a very merry
Christmas and we hope to see you in the near future at
our theatre. Yvonne Johnson.
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Paying your accountant too much?
If you’re asking yourself this question

We understand that no business is the same and provide
services such as:-

then why are we different?

Accountancy

At RBK Accountants we share your honest hard working

Bookkeeping

values, which means we have a strong belief in value for

Management Accounts

money. This ensures you are provided with a pro-active,

VAT

personable and pro-active service throughout the year
and not just at year end.

Payroll
Business & Personal Tax

Contact us today for a free, relaxed and no obligation
meeting where we can discuss our wide variety of
services to meet your requirements.
Stuck for time during your working day be sure to
take advantage of our flexible meeting times in the
evening or weekends.

T 01782 720 541
E richard@rbkca.co.uk
M 07791 998 167
Richard Kessel ACCA

Advice & Support you can count on

Inheritance & Capital Gains Tax
Company Secretarial
Financial Management
Construction Industry Scheme compliance
Research & Development enhanced tax claims

Registered with The Association
of Chartered Certified Accountants

Registered certified advisors
for Cloud based accounting
software - Xero and
training/support.

A BLAST FROM THE PAST

D. Webb is the father of Marian
Hassell of Boyels Hall he stands 3rd
from right top row.
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

Audley Rural Parish Council News
CCTV at hotspots.
Sadly, we have had to take drastic action to install
CCTV cameras in response to the increasing incidents
of crime in the Parish. The CCTV is installed around
hotspot areas, and can be moved where necessary. It
now provides the Police with the ability to gather
quality evidence, so that those who cause the issues
can be brought to justice.
We urge all residents and businesses to report ALL
incidents to 101, unless it is an emergency which must
be reported to 999. Unfortunately, the police statistics
often don’t reflect the reality, which means the parish
may lose out on police resources.
Budget News 18/19
The budget and precept for the next financial year
(April 2018 to March 2019) is now under discussion at
the Parish Council meetings, from October 2017. The
precept will need to be set by February 2018. Further
non-statutory service cuts at Newcastle under Lyme
Borough Council and Staffordshire County Council
will be considered in the budget, and the impact that
this will have on the parish.
All parishioners are welcome to attend the meetings
of the parish council, to voice their opinions on the
council’s spending plans and precept setting
arrangements.
Details can be found at the Audley Rural Parish

Council website (www.audleyparishcouncil.org) or
within the 8 noticeboards located around the Parish.
New play equipment planned for Halmer End
(Harrison Close)
Following on from the success of the new play
equipment at Alsager Road (Audley) play area, a
further consultation event was held on Saturday 18th
November 2017, 2pm to 4pm at Halmer End Institute
CIC. The consultation event will ask the children and
young people (and others!) what they would like to see
at the play area. Once we have a final draft scheme,
approved by the Parish Council, we will go out to
tender to get the best scheme for the best price. This
investment will total around £60,000 of parish funds,
and it is important that the new and existing
equipment is used but also looked after. The new
equipment should be installed in the spring 2018.
Christmas Lights 2017
Thank you for the great feedback last year about the
festive Christmas lights in the Audley village centre,
plus the shops and residents that added to the
decorations, making the village look even more festive!
The lights will be on display again this year, and the
preparations started early in November.
Audley Rural Parish Council would like to wish all the
parishioners and visitors to the parish “A Very Happy
Christmas and New Year!!”

Audley Rural Parish Council

Threat to Rural Bus Service within Audley Parish.
Following the removal of the D&G bus service on
Saturdays serving Audley, Miles Green, Halmer End,
Alsagers Bank and Scot Hay, I have held a meeting
with the Management of the D&G Bus Company. The
Saturday service has been withdrawn due to the
contract with Staffordshire County Council not being
renewed by the Council.
Whilst this is serious enough it is only the beginning
of the process. The contract with Staffordshire County
Council for the Sunday and Bank Holiday service
together with the Monday to Friday evening service
are also due for renewal on 31st March 2018.
It has already been made clear to D&G that those
contracts will NOT be renewed in April 2018.
This will result in those services also being withdrawn,
leaving the Parish with no bus service at all over the
weekend and no service after 6 pm in the evenings
Monday to Friday.
If these services are withdrawn our Rural villages will
be cut off, and the elderly and vulnerable residents will
be seriously isolated.
I would stress that in all of this I have no criticism of
D&G who have been most cooperative with the Parish
Council. They are of course a commercial enterprise
who cannot operate at a loss.

In addition to meeting with D&G I have also arranged
a meeting with the First Bus management team
following the announcement of the withdrawal of the
Hanley/Audley route after 9pm in the evenings.
The blame for this lies fairly and squarely with
Staffordshire County Council, who have withdrawn
subsidies in its budget cuts for the coming year.
In my discussions with D&G I have obtained a figure
that would be required to maintain our Rural Bus
services at weekends, Bank Holidays and evenings
Monday to Friday.
A calculation of the costs indicate that there would
need to be an increase in the current Parish precept of
approximately 40p per week per household.
This would allow the Parish Council to be able to enter
into a contract with D&G to retain our present service
plus the return of the Saturday service.
I will ensure that this important issue is placed on the
agenda of the Parish Council for its meeting on 21st
December 2017 in order that a decision can be reached
on this matter in time, to prevent the withdrawal of
this important service in April 2018.
Regards
Bert Proctor Chair ARPC.
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ERIC’S WALKS
Pilsbury and Sheen from Longnor
Early October saw us park in Longnor, an ancient
market town in the Staffordshire Moorlands. It
was the start of a walk which took us back to the
Iron Age along an ancient track, through the
Hamlet of Pilsbury, crossing the Sheen Ridge and
back to Longnor via the Manifold valley. Beautiful
countryside with excellent views and an excellent
café in the Market place at the end!
Leave Longnor village past the Cheshire Cheese
pub, turning left into Top o’th Edge and follow the
track to a barn, the sign points us to Green Lane
and then right onto a path which joins the road
through Crowdicote.
Keeping in the same direction, we head along
what would have been the River Dove Routeway in
ancient times. Next stop Pilsbury Castle, there is an
information board, but the site has its origins in the
Iron Age with additions from the Normans.
Wikipedia has some fascinating information.
Dropping down to the Hamlet, the trail now heads
right over the River Dove and up to the road at High
Close Farm. Right then left past High Sheen Farm into
the Manifold Valley.
At the next road left then right on a path heading
past Lower and Upper Boothlow back to Longnor and

tea in the Café.
Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook (www.
facebook.com/ericswalks). If you like walking then
join Bignall End Wanderers every month for a local
walk.
Details are on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
groups/1870735753184151).
Walking is an ideal way to fitness with the bonus of the
great outdoors.
Enjoy your Christmas and see you all in 2018. Eric.
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Farewell Old Home

WIND OF CHANGE
The wind of change forever blowing disrupts what’s been routine
Something new tomorrow will replace today’s machine.
Standing still is not an option or thinking in the past
But fondly we remember when things were made to last.
Repairs of many items were never a disgrace
Now spare parts can be a problem, too expensive to replace.
We’re told new models are much better yet without much guarantee
We purchase them in hope not with any certainty.
Car parking’s now a trouble, we’re told to pay by text.
Society’s to be cashless, whatever will be next?
We don’t mind the moving forward but we should have a choice
Not be unjustly bullied, old without a voice.
Measures thrust upon us, user friendly they are not.
In the corridors of power do they ever care a jot?
The young may find it easy, for them perhaps no fears
Until the quickening pace of life goes beyond advancing years.
Derrick Bate

As you turn to go.
As you say goodbye,
Is that a tear I see,
Held there by your eye,
As you turn to go,
As you say goodbye.
Is that a look of pain,
Though your lips hold a smile,
Which you can’t explain.
As you turn to go,
As you say goodbye.
It’s time to leave,
You reach the gate,
As you step outside.
Then you pause and wait,
It’s time to go,
Time to say goodbye.
And then, and then, and then,
When you turn to go,
Now all your possessions gone,
There’s only loving memories,
Left to linger on,
So you turn to go.
Then you say goodbye,
Remembering those memories,
Will never die.
Now it’s time to go.
“GOODBYE’
Peter W. Hodgkins.

My Christmas Secret

I have a little secret,
Which to you I’m going to tell.
It happened here on Christmas Eve,
Just before clock chimed Noel.
I heard footsteps clatter
on roof above my bed,
Sound of bells echoing around and overhead.
Curiosity aroused me to open landing door,
Descending stairs to hallway and entrance there before.
Peeping through open gap-as then I took a pause.
When I saw my mummy--SHE WAS KISSING SANTA CLAUS!!!
There was no sign of mistletoe,
There was no sign of dad!
So I returned back to my bedroom,
And strangely felt a little sad.
Looking through frosted window,
I saw Santa going on his way.
He turned and gazed up at meAnd then I heard him say;
“MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYBODY”
“MERRY CHRISTMAS”
Red sack of presents filled with each selected choice,
As I recognised loud call that sounded just like daddy’s voice.
“MERRY CHRISTMAS ONE AND ALL”
Peter W. Hodgkins.
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Mondays - 10:30am to 12:30pm

Wednesdays - 8:30am to 12noon
Including Coffee Morning

FORTHCOMING EVENT

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Saturday 25th November
12pm to 5pm

AYDI Youth Group Currently Closed and
looking for a new suitably qualified leader.
Contact the Chairman.
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk
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NEWS FROM THE HALMER END INSTITUTE
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HALMER END COMMUNITY INTEREST COMPANY STATEMENT OF SUCCESS
future of the centre.
Halmer End CIC locally
known as the Stute is a
none profit making
Company, and that’s
exactly what it is.
It’s a registered
company with
Companies House
numbered 09505080, this means all the legalisation,
protocols, procedures and accounting is structured as a
proper company.
This means that all our accounts are audited by Kelly
Molyneux and Co, Burslem.
Halmer End CIC is a Company, it has primary social
objectives whose surpluses are principally reinvested
in the CIC.
Halmer End CIC is also tackling a wide range of social
and environmental issues and supports the local
economy where possible. By using experienced
business managers to achieve public good the board of
Halmer End CIC has a distinct and valuable role to
play in helping to create a strong sustainable and
socially inclusive community.
This CIC is diverse, it includes social and community
enterprises, social groups of regular user teams, mutual
organisations and large scale organisations such as
(KMF)Ltd Chesterton.
Halmer End CIC is not politically motivated, its
development has not been created to serve restrictive
groups. It is not a charity, and will never carry out
unlawful activities.
All the decisions taken to run the company are voted
for by the board just like any other Company.
Halmer End CIC is not a Community Centre, it is a
Registered Company, and this is how Staffordshire
County Council wants it managed, i.e by the directors.
We have over the last three years successfully provided
community programmes for Halmer End and the
surrounding area, we will continue to achieve this
objective with the support of local community.
The CIC has formed partnerships with Community
Groups, Senior Citizens and Disabled groups for
whom we are installing disabled toilets and we hope to
have radar locks fitted so the toilet is accessible from
the outside.
Our aims are to foster a commitment to all people that
will promote pro social friendships, with strong
interpersonal skills to reassert a sense of hope for the

Halmer End Miners Welfare Institute, was opened on
17th December 1932 by Josiah Wedgewood MP for the
recreation of the local miners and their families..
Only through personal harmonious relationships can a
sense of success be achieved.
The current Board of Directors has supported the
community by their whole hearted commitment to
achieve a sense of pride and accomplishment.
Over the past three years we have been trying to target
the youth of the area. We now support two football
sides, with hopefully a third on the way, boxercise
training as well as numerous dance and drama groups
for youngsters.
The Halmer End CIC Board has created an
environment that is an invaluable resource to young
and old alike and helped to create aspiring mentors for
our community at large, supported by wonderful
group users now our friends.
The Board of directors are establishing a community
with opportunities to create friendships and harmony
with local groups and members of the community
which are You On Your Own (YOYO) groups.
We are dedicated to local residents who want this
organisation to be celebrated and it is by saving the
Stute from ruin and neglect, that we hopefully will
achieve this with the help of successful grants
applications amassing over £15000.
Our recent applications are to boost security and to
create a memorial garden for the brave men and boys
lost in the Minnie Pit Disaster of 1918.
We look forward to a positive response from the
Police Commissioners grant and Red Industries.
We have introduced a regime that encourages fitness
for all but as well as physical attributes we also address
the well being with mental attributes incorporating
classes such as Yoga and Tai Chi
These elements are encapsulated into our tight
budget helping classes where we can to succeed.
We have offered all the local residents the chance to
return to the days of community spirit and
neighbourly support for young and old, coach trips
and Cinema Club provided by LAP are planned for
2018.
Fund raising events have been active from last
Christmas 2016 through to this summer to Christmas
2017, this will continue as normal as will Minnies Tea
Rooms which continues to thrive.
Using our skill set and managerial professionalism we
are committed to support our outdoor and indoor
bowling teams, as well as Model Aero Engineering,

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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Croquet Lawns and Petanque courts hopefully coming
soon, we will be once again be promoting its success
with leaflet drops
We are now two and a half years into a 10 year lease,
all efforts will be made to display a harmonious front
to the owners of the building Staffordshire County
Council.
There are set procedures to follow for any member of
the community wishing to use the building.
All requests must be made in writing and presented to
the board for their consideration.
The user groups continue to offer great support to the
CIC and are invaluable for the success of the CIC.
We are supported whole heartedly by a village that has
acknowledged and welcomed the hard work and
dedication to reignite the passion and community
spirit in Halmer End .
This is a statement of a successful Company, with a
successful board, and with this current team at the
helm should continue to be so.
WE the board want to thank you all for your
continued support through our official facebook site,
the CIC is in good hands. We assure you that growth
will continue and the Directors appreciate your
friendly comments in what has been a successful year.
Thank you.
Finally once again we the board have to say a big
thank-you to Audley Parish Council for
acknowledging all the good work that is done by the
CIC, the directors,volunteers and all the users.
This is the second year running that we have been
recognised by the Parish. This year we have been
awarded the CAPEWELL NAYLOR TROPHY FOR
SERVICES TO THE ENVIRONMENT.
The photograph attached shows Audley Parish
Council Chairman Bert Proctor, presenting the
Capewell Naylor Trophy to Mike Joynson and John
Harris board members of the Halmer End CIC.

OC

This is a watershed moment for the CIC receiving
this award, they are relentless in improving this facility,
the CIC is in very safe hands.
Can we also thank County Councillor Ann Beech,
Chairman Bert Proctor and Councillor Avril Frankish
for their words of support and recognition, we are very
appreciative to know that what we do is worthwhile
and acknowledged.
It’s been a year now since the Parish Council awarded
the CIC the Audley Rural Parish Council Trophy for
work in the Community, of course we were very
honoured and surprised to receive this cup.
We would like to take this opportunity to wish all the
members of our community a Very Happy Christmas
and a Prosperous New Year and we look forward to
another successful forthcoming year at the CIC
building.
Board of Directors.

OATCUISINE

OC

Traditional Staffordshire Oatcakes & Pikelets
Freshly
Made

Miles Green 01782 720641
OPENING Times
Monday - Closed

Tue -Wed - 7am to 12noon
Thur
- 7am to 1pm
Fri - Sat - 7am to 2pm
Sunday - 7am to 12noon

oatcuisineltd@gmail.com

Also available Gluten Free Oatcakes to order

Freshly
Made

Also at Dresden
01782 317266

www.oatcuisine.net
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Audley Patient Panel

Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice

Audley Patient Participation Group are proud to be part
of the team working to make the
Audley Parish Dementia Friendly
Who gets Dementia?
There are currently around 850,000 people in the UK with dementia.
It mainly affects people over the age of 65 (one in 14 people in this age group have dementia) and the
likelihood of developing dementia increases significantly with age.
Diagnosing Dementia
It is very important for anyone who has problems with their memory or thinking to get a proper
assessment. A common pattern is for the GP to make an initial assessment and then refer the person to a
memory clinic or other specialist service for a more detailed assessment.
How is Dementia treated?
Most of causes of dementia cannot be cured, although research is continuing into developing drugs, vaccines
and other medical treatments.
Keep your eyes open for all the information about Dementia friends coming through your door very soon,
and book up to receive your dementia friendly training in a venue around Audley in the new year.

Raffle in aid of the Audley Purple week

Those patients who have been attending the weekly Flu clinic’s over past few weeks have
been supporting the Audley Cancer Research effort by taking part in a raffle that the
PPG has been running during the Flu clinics
The members of the Audley Participation Group are very pleased to announce that their
efforts have been rewarded by collecting a total of £514,76p and were pleased to hand it over to the
organisers of the Purple event, The PPG would like to thank all the patients who supported the raffle.

Winter time again.

Here comes the winter again, no sun no fun!!!
Well It’s no fun for some members of our community, some of our friends and
family and even our neighbours suffer throughout the winter not only with the
weather, but they can suffer from just being alone or lonely. They find it hard to get about and sometimes
will go without because they just don’t feel like going out in the inclement weather or simply they are
scared they might slip or fall.
We can all do something to help and it doesn’t take a lot just to look in on an elderly neighbour or to knock
on their door if you haven’t seen them for some time, or simply just do a bit of shopping for them when the
weather is bad It doesn’t take a lot, but it will mean the world to them.
In 2017/18 Wintertime become a good friend and neighbour
To contact Audley PPG please email audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or dwh0101@gmail.com
Or check out our web-site at www.audleypatientpanel.btck.co.uk
Or follow us up on Facebook at Audley patient panel @Audley PPG
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News From Sir Thomas Boughey

As of September 1st, after a successful bid, Sir
Thomas Boughey opened its doors as an
Academy for the first time and the first half
term in school has been a busy and productive
one with the new Year 7 pupils settling in well.
Already planning ahead, the New Intake
Evening, as held on 26th September, was a huge
success with many students from all years keen
and eager to offer their services to present their
school to prospective parents and pupils alike.
Continuing the theme of volunteering, 41 Sir
Thomas Boughey Academy students have been
taking part in a Volunteer It Yourself project
that involves making ‘memory boxes’ for local
elderly care home residents.

The Autumn term also sees our annual Harvest
Festival. Once again the pupils at Sir Thomas
Boughey demonstrated their kindness and generosity
by donating a harvest box per tutor group.
We hope anyone who received a gift enjoyed its
contents!
As a school that prides itself on its charity work, pupils
and staff managed to raise over £400 for Douglas
Macmillan with a staff bake off and ‘Bring A Pound
Day’. Thank you to everyone who donated and took
extra time out to make some fantastic cakes.
The GreenPower STBA Spitfires racing group have
taken part in a couple of races at Aintree and
Rockingham Speedway. The group have been very
successful against competition from teams across the
UK, Europe and even South America (15 students).
However, the innovation doesn’t stop there.
Started our first Lego League Team (aptly named the
‘STBA BlockStars’) meet every Wednesday lunch
time.
They are currently in the planning and building stages
of their ‘Mission Field’ and the robot. They are
designing, creating and programming a robot which
will complete a number of missions at a Regional
Competition in January.
Thursday 16th November saw us celebrate last year’s
achievements of pupils throughout the school with our
annual Awards Evening. As well as the academic
success, we must also congratulate again the Under 16
Boys’ Football for being County champions.
This year it was a great pleasure and privilege to
welcome Mr David Hughes, who gave an inspirational
and timely message to all current students.
His work for the charity CRY (Cardiac Risk in the
Young) has currently raised over £103,000.
The school are very proud to have presented a new
award in memory of Daniel Hughes, a former member
of the school.
Should anyone be able to offer any help or is
interested in finding out more about the work that
CRY does, please follow the link to the website at

www.onedanhughes.com for more information.
We would like to take this opportunity to remind you
that our annual Year 7 Christmas Production is to be
held on Tuesday 12th December at 7pm.
Please feel free to come along and support this event, it
would be lovely to see the school hall full.

Police/Parish Liaison drop in sessions will be
held on the THIRD Wednesday of every
month starting at 10am – Audley
Community Centre, Nantwich Road, Audley.

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN

Christmas Wreaths & Holly
Seasonal Baskets & Shrubs
Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT W.I
Well Autumn has
definitely arrived and
dark nights are upon
us. One consolation is
that the colours are
brilliant at this time of
year.
Audley W.I has had a
fantastic year, new
members and a
fabulous programme of
interesting events.
In July Kath Reynolds,
a previous speaker
came and gave a talk
about ‘Watching with
Mother’ which brought
back wonderful
memories from my
childhood of Andy
Pandy and the
Flowerpot Men.
It was also very
interesting to go back over the years recalling all our
children’s programmes, Kath is a brilliant and funny
speaker.
Kate Wain gave us a visit in August with a selection
of wedding dresses from 1840 to 2000. It was
fascinating to see how they evolved over the years. It
never ceases to amaze me how small their waists were
back then.
Brian Morris made a grand entrance in September
with his ‘Victorian Magic Lantern Show’. He was
dressed in a morning suit complete with bowler hat.
He has one of the first projectors and a large selection
of very old slides, a very cheeky chappie indeed is
Brian.
Thanks to all who supported us on our cake stall on
Audley Goes Purple Gala Day in aid of cancer
research.
A big thank you to Sean our lovely butcher who put
the gazebo up for us including the tables and chairs
plus supplying us with cups of tea.
During the event we made £205 which was brilliant,
then our President Glennis Simpson, who wore a
purple wig for the day, was promised a donation from
a family member if she visited her chiropractor, Mr.
Finn with the wig on that week. Glennis did in fact
visit Mr. Finn who donated his fee, so with the
donation it took our total to £275, brilliant. Thank
goodness it wasn’t last year when we wore our bra on
top of our tops.
On the 5th of October our group outing took us to
the ‘Black Country Museum’, if you have never been it
should be on your bucket list.

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS
There is a large village full of cottages and shops
showing how it was over the years, you can explore
inside them.
The chemist was particularly interesting and it was
frightening what we could all remember, showing our
ages.
You could take a ride on the old buses and trams, it’s
just like a film set.
The icing on the cake was the old fashioned fish and
chips they served in paper. We all thought they were
the best we’d ever had and many of us have dreamed
about them since the visit.
Pictured opposite was a lovely elderly gent in one of
the cottages cooking sausages and potatoes on an old
fashioned range.
All the houses have open fires lit by volunteers who
were also happily on hand to provide us with
information.
We were told off by a schoolmistress for making a
noise while she was taking a class in the school, now
that did bring back memories from my school days.
Whilst we were there we saw many groups of
schoolchildren visiting the site on educational visits.
A place well worth a visit.
We also had a visit to Middleport Pottery which was
also very interesting and enjoyable.
We all looked forward to the visit from local butcher
Sean who came in October and gave a talk on ‘Pursuit
of Happiness’ we were not disappointed.
Our final visitor before Christmas will be in November
and will be a talk from the Audley First Responders,
another voluntary group from within our parish who
are so valued by so many.
Finally the W.I would like to take this opportunity to
wish you all a Peaceful Christmas and a Healthy
Happy New Year.
Anne Marsden Audley W.I

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.50
£7.00
£5.50
£4.50
£4.50
£9.00
£2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm
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Policing Notice Parish Of Audley

Following on from the last update

A section 34 Dispersal Order was put in place on the
Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End areas over the
weekend of the 6th October, 2017 due to the issues
with the large group of teenagers that are gathering in
Leddys field and the behaviour of that group as they go
about the estate. The Dispersal Order gives Officers
extra powers to direct groups that are causing Anti
Social Behaviour or who we believe will be involved in
Anti Social Behaviour out of the area (they are given a
map) for 24/48 hours. If the individual returns to the
area in the time span specified to them Officers then
have the power to arrest them for being in breach of
their notice.
On the 6th October 2017, 7 teenagers were issued
with the order and directed away from the estates,
further more to that, several other youths who do not
reside on the area were taken home to their parents
and further individuals that were present but made off
were identified.
Over the next few weeks Officers will be visiting
parents of the youths in the group and they will be
made aware of the impact that their children’s
behaviour is having on residents and asked that they
play a part in making sure there are no more issues.
Those individuals that have come to our attention
before for these sort of issues will shortly be receiving
letters from the local council ASB lead bringing them
into the local council offices for a meeting with their
parents and other agencies and be issued with
Acceptable Behaviour Contracts, where there will be a
set of behaviours laid out for them which us as
professionals find unacceptable and that they must
cease to engage in. This all forms part of the
intervention process we would have to complete before
we could apply to the courts for any Civil Injunction
Orders.
On the topic of intervention we have liaised with
partners and there should shortly be a youth diversion
programme going into Audley on a Friday night where
specific youth workers will be going into the area to
target this particular group and divert them into
activities which they will be providing to pull them
away from causing problems on the estate.
The Parish Council have also been working very
hard to get CCTV in place in some of the most
affected areas so that we can evidence the problems the
group are causing and potentially catch crimes being
committed so that local officers can deal with the
individuals through the criminal justice route.
Whilst we appreciate that some members of the
group may not be engaging in some of the activities
that other members of the group are, however if they
are in the group they will be held guilty by association
as the community are highlighting that it is this group
that are causing the issues.
Anti Social Behaviour is dealt with via a civil route
which does not hold a criminal burden of proof,

Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 

therefore if the community are saying it’s the group as
a whole that are causing the issues it will be the group
as a whole that are dealt with by the same means.
Over the last 2 months across the area there have been
40 reported rowdy and inconsiderate incidents
reported, of which the majority are to do with the
group mentioned above. There have been 5 Criminal
damages, 4 Criminal damages to vehicles and no
burglaries or theft from motor vehicles. This overall is
a reduction to the same period last year.
The only other thing we would like to encourage
people to do is to make sure that they are reporting
issues via the 101 system. Whilst we appreciate this
may take some time and can be frustrating repeatedly
reporting issues however it provides Officers with a
true picture of the problems that are being caused and
aids us in planning our patrols and resources in that
location. If we are not receiving calls sometimes we
will not be aware that there is an issue in a particular
area and it prevents us from tackling the problem
earlier and resolving it.
Local Officers do not have access to Facebook so are
not aware of issues that are being reported on that
forum. We do have a Newcastle police Twitter account
where updates will be placed and we would encourage
people to sign up to Staffordshire Police OWL or
Smart Alert on mobile APPS for regular updates on
things that are going on in the area.
Thanks Audley Policing Team
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AUDLEY PARISH ANGLING CLUB

Following reports from club members of what appears
to be blue green algae in the club’s waters at Bates
Wood Lake and Cloggers Pool the Environment
Agency has been contacted by the club and the
condition of the waters has been discussed in detail
with the Environment Agency’s Fishing Technical
Officer.
The advice from the EA is to post warning signs
advising people – as a precaution - not to swim and
to keep pets out of the water.
The UK Government’s portal gives the following
information:“Algae occur naturally in inland waters such as rivers,
streams and lakes. When conditions are ideal for
growth, an algal bloom can occur. During a bloom,
the water becomes less clear and may look green,
blue-green or greenish-brown. Scums can form
during calm weather when several bloom forming
species rise to the surface. This can look like paint,
mousse or small clumps.
Cyanobacteria or ‘blue-green algae’, a type of
blooming algae, can produce toxins. These toxins can
kill wild animals, livestock and pets. They can also
harm people, producing rashes after skin contact and
illnesses if swallowed.
Algae blooms block sunlight from reaching other
plants in the water. They also use up oxygen in the
water at night which can suffocate fish and other
creatures. Oxygen is also used up when the bloom
decays.”
Please note that the algae may not be the
Cyanobacteria or ‘blue-green algae’ type but, as a
precaution, until further investigations have taken
place please take heed of the notices.

On a lighter note – both waters are producing some
good catches.
Club members are having regular work parties at
Cloggers Pool to tackle the persistent aquatic weed
problem. Slowly, but surely, these are having the
desired affect and in the coming months Cloggers will
be treated with a special dye, approved by the
Environment Agency, which helps reduce the weed
growth.
Audley Parish Angling Club is planning to hold two
fishing matches in 2018 to commemorate the
centenary of the Minnie Pit disaster, both of which
will be open to all, not necessarily club members. One
match will be for juniors (under 16s) and one for
adults.
The club is working closely with the newly formed
Minnie Pit Memorial Group and is part of the steering
committee. In principle it has been agreed that the
junior match will be ‘themed’ and all participants will
be encouraged to dress as was the fashion in 1917 and
to use, wherever possible, fishing tackle appropriate to
the era.
The adult match will use modern fishing equipment.
In both cases the club wishes to award monetary prizes
and commemorative shields (or similar) for first,
second and third places. The club also wishes to
provide refreshments to participants during the
matches.
Details of these will be published as soon as match
dates have been agreed.
Brian Billings - Chair

Dear Editor

On behalf of Cancer Research UK I would like to say a
massive well done and thank you to Audley Parish
Fights Cancer Group for their fantastic fundraising
week Audley Parish Turns Purple. The whole village
came together which was brilliant to see and all ages
supported the activities that went on to raise much
needed funds for the charity.
The amazing total of £7726.65 raised will help
greatly in supporting much needed research to help
find a cure for cancer sooner.
Thank you everyone for your support.
Tracey Jones
Local Fundraising manager - Cancer Research UK

Dear Editor

Thanks for your dedication to the magazine and all the
interesting stories, adverts and information included
in every issue you produce.
Enclosed is a donation collected from the Audley
Community Centre Ju Jitsu Group and their parents in
appreciation for the articles which you have published
in the Audley Community News over the past few
years about our group.
Keep up the good work.
We wish to take this opportunity to wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and our best wishes for the New
Year.
Deb Forster-Sharples

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK

Audley Methodist Church
Audley Methodist Church warmly invites you to our
Sunday Services at 10:30am & 6pm.
Wishing you all a blessed and peaceful Christmas.
Christmas & New Year Events & Services 2017
Victorian Christmas Market: 2nd December, 10:30am
to 1pm. Lobby Lunch, refreshments, raffle stalls and
much more. Music by Audley Brass Band.
Family Carols by Candlelight: 17th December, 6pm.
Glowsticks and tea, coffee and mince pies available.
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
A drink can be had to quench a dry thirst,
But for our local Church we at times feel the worst.
Coffers are dwindling, the well running dry,
We must find an answer not turn a blind eye.
Offertory takings yearly are small,
Expenses soar as attendances fall.
A sign of the times and today’s generation,
Testing our faith in this sad situation.
We cannot believe that people don’t care,
Or are wholly opposed to the faith that we share,
But now Christmas is here, it’s the festive season,
Time to reflect on its meaning and reason.

There’s joy to behold, kiddies excited,
Families and friends often united.
Perhaps singing carols with gifts to exchange,
There are dinners or parties, so much to arrange.
Christmas Day worship: 10am. No 6pm service.
For most it’s a good time a time of good will,
Except for those troubled, grieving or ill.
Covenant Service: 7th January 2018, 3pm at
Or anyone desperate needing a hand,
Wolstanton Methodist Church. No services at Audley. When hopes disappear like a tide on the sand.
At times like these people should know,
Winter Warmer Fayre: 27th January 2018 10:30am to
The Church door is open for all who may go,
1:30pm. Come in from the cold!! Music by Tam &
And as we celebrate the birth of our Lord,
Thai. Warm food, refreshments, stalls and much more! Its loss to the parish we cannot afford.
Christmas Eve worship: 10:30am - Local Arrangement.
Celtic Communion, 7pm

Minister: Rev. Helen Hoe 01782 720267
Church Office opening hours are Monday, Thursday
and Friday 11am to 2pm.
Telephone: 01782 722755 or email audleymethodist@
btconnect.com
Also see our Facebook page: Audley Methodist Church
(@audleymethodist) for up to date information, news
and details of our regular events.

Open4all; Open2God; Open4you!
Audley Methodist Church

Audley Methodist
Church
Invite you our

Victorian
Christmas
Market
Saturday 2nd December 2017
10:30am to 1pm
Lobby Lunch, Stalls, Raffle
Music by Audley Brass Band

It grieves us to think our Chapel could close,
No longer there for occasions like those,
Of Weddings, Christenings and yes Funerals too,
Many social events, not just a few.
Our minds turn to bequests received in the past,
Legacies made for the future to last.
So that new generations enjoy what is there,
And can join in with others in worship and prayer.
Gifts and donations will help to preserve,
All that we have and people deserve.
So let us do what we can, not just to survive,
But exist in the knowledge we can go on and thrive.
Derrick Bate
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DAN HUGHES MEMORY LIVES ON
Back in the summer of 2016 Audley Football club very
kindly gave us a piece of land to turn into a memorial
garden for Dan, we aren’t gardeners and didn’t know
where to start so we put an appeal out on social media
for help with a design. One of Dan’s friends, Matt
Hennessey, who is a professional garden designer very
kindly came forward and offered to do the design for
us and has created something which we believe will be
of benefit to the community.
We also had plenty of offers of help from people
with diggers etc who were prepared to give up their
time for the project, all we needed was the funding for
the materials such as railway sleepers, decorative stone,
brick works, seating, plants and trees etc.
In May Adam Clarke from Audley FC made us
aware that Jewson’s were running a competition to win
a share of £250,000 worth of building materials for
community projects across the U.K. so we set about
finding out how to get involved.
The first part of the process was for me to submit a
written overview of the project detailing what we were
trying to do and how it would benefit the local
community; fortunately the garden project made it
through to the next stage, no mean feat given the
number and quality of the entrants.
The second stage involved attracting as many votes
as possible via social media site Facebook. Over 3
weeks we pestered people to vote for the project and at
the end of the voting we had 1,395 votes which put us
3rd in the country, not bad for a group of little villages
in North Staffordshire when you think we were up
against some big inner city projects from all over the
country.
The next stage was something we had no control
over in that a panel of judges would decide the winners
based on the written submission and the number of
votes for each project. Sue and myself were invited to
a presentation event at Nottingham university in July
not knowing what to expect but hoping that we would
be awarded enough to do something with the piece of
land. We sat for over an hour listening to what other
projects had won and we were beginning to think we
had missed out when eventually they came to us. After
a brief video clip they announced that we had been
awarded £10,000;
To say we were a little taken aback by this is an
understatement.
We would like to thank everyone who voted for us,
the support we had was incredible and meant so much
to us. The photograph attached shows my wife Sue
and myself receiving the Jewsons award.
At the time of writing this we are in the process of
clearing the site and making arrangements with
Jewson for the supply of the materials.
We hope to make the garden something really
special now we have such a generous amount of
funding from Jewson; hopefully by the next issue it
will be complete and something that the local
community can use and be proud of.

As an update on the heart screening programme, this
year we have screened over 500 young people via Dan’s
memorial fund, a number of those have been referred
to their GPs for further monitoring and tests etc and
time will tell if any of those people have significant
heart defects which would have gone undetected had it
not been for the tests.
For the ones who were given the all clear it has
provided peace of mind for themselves and their
families, something for which we receive many
messages of thanks from grateful parents.
Fund raising continues and since my last update we
held Dan’s 2nd cricket tournament at Wood Lane CC
and what a day it proved to be. The sun shone and
people turned out in their hundreds to enjoy a good
day’s cricket and all the other entertainment we had
arranged.
A big thank you to Dave Cooper, Matt Holmes,
Deane Jervis and the committee and staff at Wood
Lane CC who put a lot of effort into making the day
such a huge success. Dan’s memorial fund with CRY
was boosted by just under £6000 from the day.
Next year it is the turn of Audley CC to host the
event and we look forward to working with them over
the next 9 months.
We also staged a 12 hours darts marathon at the
Boughey Arms in Audley and raised over £1100.
Thank you to Terry and Richie Selman and the
management at the Boughey Arms for coming up with
the idea and hosting the event and we are looking at
staging another one next year.
This year has again been very successful for us and
we would like to thank everyone who gets involved or
donates to Dan’s memorial fund.
We are truly humbled and grateful for the help we
receive, there are too many to name them all in articles
such as these but we do appreciate everything you do
and every penny you raise goes towards bringing the
CRY team back here again for as many years as
possible.
Dave Hughes.
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Audley Resource and Information Centre
Incorporating Audley Community Library.
On 16th September the library took part in the
fundraising day on behalf of Cancer Research UK. A
book sale was held and tea, coffee and biscuits were
provided for a small charge.
It was a very successful effort on behalf of all the
volunteers who took part, wearing their newly
acquired tee shirts! In total the sum of £87.00 was
raised and presented to the charity organizers.
Peak Pursuits had their climbing wall on the library
car park, which was very popular as always. We thank
the residents of Hall Street for observing the “No
Parking” signs which enabled us to get the trailer into
position, which was quite challenging!
During the month of October we had a display of
books and information leaflets dedicated to the works
of Potteries author Arnold Bennett, 2017 being the
150th anniversary of his birth.
The books, some of which had not been circulated
for some time, came from Kidsgrove library’s stock.
The display was arranged by members of the Arnold
Bennett Society and our chairman and, subsequently,
many books were borrowed by our readers.
Opening Times Change
As from November 13th 2017 we are changing the
library opening hours.
The library will now be open for an extra five hours per
week and are as follows :
Monday:
9.00-5.00 ( No evening opening )
Tuesday:
9.00-5.00 ( Open during lunch time )
Wednesday : Closed
Thursday:
9.00-5.00 (Open during lunch time )
Friday:
9.00-5.00 (New Friday morning
opening and lunch time )
Saturday:
9.30-1.00

We are currently purchasing extra display boards to
enable us to give out more information in the library,
particularly materials from the Patients Participation
Group and Health Centre and also for extra library
display work.
These will be funded partly by a grant from
Staffordshire County Council and very kind donations
given to the library.
Christmas Holidays
The library will close at 1.00pm on Saturday 23rd
December 2017 and re-open on Tuesday 2nd January
2018 at 9.00am .
The volunteers at the library would like to thank
everyone for their support and wish you all a very
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Live, laugh, LOVE...
There for you.... for all occasions

Christmas is coming....place your order today.
Fresh and Artificial Wreaths
Festive Bouquets and Arrangements
Gifts and Cards for all the family

80a Church Street Audley

Telephone: 01782 721830

Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk
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Megan’s Outstanding Services Rewarded
for both junior and men’s cricket teams at Audley, as
well as playing for Staffordshire County girls and
women’s teams.
Megan has worked hard to promote the game,
especially in getting more girls involved in the sport,
by assisting in the coaching of girls cricket at St
Thomas Boughey High School and assisting in the
running of a girls team.
She also coaches the All-Stars programme at the
club which is an ECB initiative aimed at getting more
under eights playing, she is a qualified umpire and
scorer and is always quick to lend a hand at the club.

Megan Jones’s hard work and dedication to Audley
Cricket Club has been recognised when she received
the Young Volunteer of the year award at this year’s
National Natwest Outstanding Services to Cricket
Awards (OSCAs) held at Lords Cricket ground in
October. Megan had previously been named winner
in the category for Staffordshire before being put
through to the National finals.
Megan aged 16, who lives in Audley, is a former Sir
Thomas Boughey High School pupil and is now
studying A levels at St Josephs College, was nominated
for the award by Audley Cricket Club to recognise her
work at the club.
Megan has played cricket since the age of 5, playing

It was England fast bowler Stuart Broad who presented
Megan with her OSCA, “I was surprised to be
nominated for the award and when I found out I was
going to Lords I thought it would be a great day out. I
was shocked to win as I was the youngest to be short
listed.
I’m a fast bowler too, so it was great to be presented
with the award by Stuart Broad. Winning this makes
you understand that people are recognising hard work
at clubs.
At Audley Cricket Club we are all volunteers and
without those people, kids and young adults would not
get the opportunity to play.”
Megan has also recently taken her coach support
worker’s qualification and is looking forward to
helping out at Audley Cricket Club’s indoor training
sessions which start in November.

AUDLEYCOMMUNITYNEWS@YAHOO.CO.UK
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LAP’s Cinema Club Success
Audley LAP has been very fortunate to receive a sum
of money from Police Crime Commissioner Mathew
Ellis’s fund to establish and open a Cinema Club in the
Audley Parish. Much time has been spent with Ron &
Dot Bourne and we all agreed that the Community
Centre would be a good venue in which to run a
cinema club. The sum of money awarded has paid for
the installation of all the equipment needed to project
films to the public.
Provided we receive sufficient support, we will show
films for a teenage audience on Saturday evenings once
a month. There will be another monthly show for
adults on a Wednesday afternoon.
We have already had a very enthusiastic audience to
watch Casablanca. When the film finished, there was
time to have tea and a chat. Our latest showings were
for young people at 6.30 pm and held on the 11th
November and at 2pm on 22nd November for adults.
This cinema project can only continue if we have
volunteers to help run it. If you are interested and can
help, please contact me on tel. 01782 720231 or by
email: t.lanc@tiscali.co.uk.
All programmes will be advertised around the parish
of Audley. Suggestions for films will be welcome.
Jane Lancaster, ChairAudley Local Action Partnership

AUDLEY THEATRE PRESENTS

Jack
A Family Pantomime

Based on the story of “Jack and the Beanstalk”
Written by Wendy Brough.
Performance Dates:

Wednesday 24th – Saturday 27th January
Wednesday 31st January – Saturday 3rd
February 2018

BOX OFFICE OPENS DECEMBER 2017

Sandra’s Parish Awards Long Overdue
At the Audley Parish
Council Meeting on
19th October 2017,
two parish awards
were presented.

The RW Edwards
Community Award
was presented to
Sandra Ginnis on
behalf of the Parish
of Audley Medieval
Society (PAMS).
The Chair of the
Parish Council, Bert
Proctor, commented
that PAMS is part of
the fabric of the
village and very
worthy recipient of
the award, which was
long overdue.
Sandra has for many years been involved with
numerous local voluntary groups, with a special
affiliation to Cancer Research Fund-raising events and
of course her involvement with the Audley Medieval
Society.
A well deserved award.
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WHATS ON IN THE PARISH

AUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH
invite you to our

W IN T E R
WARMER
F A Y R E !!
SATURDAY
27TH JANUARY 2018
10:30AM to 1:30PM

Music by Tam & Thai
Warm Food, Tea & Coffee,
Stalls & Much More!!!
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HORSLEYS

Potteries Building
Supplies

H O RT I C U LT U R A L & D O M E S T I C H A R D WA R E

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY




FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED ALL
UNDER ONE ROOF
INCLUDING A WHOLE
RANGE OF GIFT IDEAS
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ADVERTS

CALL
BUILDING MATERIALS
01782
SAND/GRAVEL
562222
DECORATIVE GRAVELS BETTER
SCREENED TOPSOIL CHEAPER
BARK CHIPPINGS
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY SLEEPERS
DELIVERY
ROOFING DRAINAGE
LANDSCAPING INDIAN
STONE INSULATION
PLASTER BOARD

LOGS, COAL &
STICKS FOR SALE

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY. TEL: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

WILLIA M

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

LE
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R

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service
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We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

& SO NS LT D.

SEEDSMEN - IRONMONGERS - HARDWARE AGRICULTURAL & HORTICULTURAL MERCHANTS

ED
SE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.

R I LEY

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
TEL: 01782 720212 FAX: 01782 722089
EMAIL: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227 or 01782 717633
Brochures & Samples available
84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

BEST VALUE LOCALLY.
DAILY PAPERS - MAGAZINES - SWEETS CHOCOLATE - HOUSEHOLD NEEDS

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

AVAILABLE
S
E
T
T
E
R
A
IC CIG
ELECTRON
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

