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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End - linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

Tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’        

Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ 
      £2.30 per pint  5pm-8p

REAL ALES

Draught & Cask Beers
                    

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

++

CASK ALE
SPECIALS

50p Pint off
Mondays

ADvERTS



Policing Update  
for our Village

is Dawn Dobson and she has all the details on how to 
make sure you are getting the crime updates direct 
from the Police to your phone or email and twitter is 
used in the normal way.

Please do join both if possible as the more people we 
can get messages out to the better.  

Alternatively email me on gemma.price@
staffordshire.pnn.police.uk and I can take the details 
off you and add you to the smart alert system. 

Rural crime has gone down in the area due to 
numerous operations that have been put in place by 
Staffordshire Police and some of those that have been 
committing the crimes have been arrested and dealt 
with. 

If you have any information on crime or drug 
dealing within the community please do email that 
information, no matter how vague you think it is, 
through to one of the local officers on the emails 
below.  

Or if it is happening at the time ring in on 101 and 
report it to us for us to action.

Thanks Gemma
gemma.price@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
Maxine.shropshire@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
Jeremy.moore@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
Joshua.carter@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk

A no cold calling zone has been introduced on the 
Stephens Way/ Boyles Hall Road estate after numerous 
reports of businesses calling at elderly residents’ 
properties and trying to get them to agree to work 
being done on their properties in exchange for cash.

The local policing team completed community 
consultation in April and the zone was approved.

Signs have gone up around the estate and vulnerable 
residents will soon be receiving door stickers advising 
traders that it is a no cold calling zone. 

Operation Banish- This runs every Friday and 
Saturday Evenings across the Newcastle Policing area 
targeting Anti Social Behaviour.  

Whilst the amount of calls Police have been 
receiving about Anti Social Behaviour has reduced in 
the last few months, local officers will still be in the 
area to prevent issues flaring up again and will 
continue to target those individuals who have 
repeatedly caused issues in the community.

Smart Alert and the Newcastle Police twitter sites 
are both up and running and are there to update 
residents as to what is happening in the area.  

The neighbourhood coordinator for the Smart Alert 
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Editor
Welcome to the latest issue of the 
Audley Community News.

For those who are new to our 
local village it may be the first time 
you have read our magazine, we 
welcome you to our parish and 
hope our magazine provides you 
with an insight into our parish and 
its events that continue to flourish 
throughout the year.

Our village has once again been 
out in strength to support our 
charitable events, with a full house 
at the Audley Theatre, where June 
Ward’s production of Music Thru 
The Decades was well received and 
generated excellent funds for the 
Dougie Mac Hospice.

CARA held its FUN DAY and we 
are hoping for a report to be 
included in our next issue.  This 
group of volunteers continue to 
raise funds to provide the children 
of Audley with a new play area in 
Wereton. 

Audley Methodist Church held 
what can be described as a local get 
together for all groups from within 
our parish to meet and exchange 
ideas and to help promote what 
their group can provide for the 

people of the community.  An 
excellent idea which was well 
supported and future events are 
being planned.

We also have had sadness within 
the community with the loss of the 
former councillor Dylis Cornes.  
She worked tirelessly for the people 
of the parish and most recently 
helped to raise funds for Cancer 
Research.

The parish also mourns the 
passing of Barbara Horne, a lady 
who will be sorely missed by so 
many especially those within the 
Bignall End Cricket community, 
such a lovely lady.

Finally I have received a request 
to publish deadline dates for 
submission of articles for 
publication.  I have given dates in 
the past but sadly many of our 
contributors let us down, leaving us 
in limbo.  All I can say is these are 
just guidelines January 21st / April 
21st / July 21st / October 21st.  
There is no guarantee to have your 
articles published.  Our advice is to 
get information in as soon as 
possible as we now use a first come 
first served policy.  

Ernie Moulton Editor.
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Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups

Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted

Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small

A N D R E W  F O D E N

Mobile. 07857 065 254  Home. 01782 729142
Email.  andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Services
Z

Parish Play area improvements
We were excited to see the installation of the 7 new 
pieces of play equipment start at the beginning of 
July at Alsager Road in Audley.  By the time you 
read this the play area “should” be open (subject to 
no unforeseen delays!).  

However the Parish Council and the appointed 
contractor Sutcliffe Play would like to thank you 
all for your patience while the works were 
ongoing.  To continue the programme of 
improvements to the parish play areas, the Parish 
Council have approved the start of the 
consultation for the next play area.  This will be 
the parish play area located off Harrison Close, 
Halmer End – which is always well used by the 
local children.  It is hoped the improvements will 
complement the ongoing good work at the Halmer 
End Institute.  

Please keep an eye out for the consultation dates 
on the Parish Council website, social media, 
posters etc.  We need as many kids as possible to 
input into these schemes in order for them to be a 
success!       Clare Withington. ARPC

Dylis Cornes was a Parish councillor, Borough 
Councillor, and County Councillor for many years and 
was chair of the Parish council for a number years.
Dylis worked tirelessly for the residents of the Parish 
and was a real community champion. 

In addition to her work as a councillor Dylis was the 
youngest person appointed as a Magistrate in her 
twenties and went on to serve for over 40 years, 
retiring from the bench when she was 70.

Her first ever case as a magistrate was something of a 
baptism of fire as it was the first remand hearing of the 
black panther trial.
Dylis also worked tirelessly as a member of the 
leadership team of Audley Methodist Church where 
she was leader of the pastoral care team.

Another example of Dylis’s passion for the village was 
her dedication to Audley in Pink where she worked 
with Peter Shore and his team of volunteers who have 
raised money for breast cancer charities over a number 
of years. 

The sad passing of Dylis has left an enormous void in 
so many different areas of our village life.
The Parish council would like to pay tribute to Dylis 
for her many years of service to our community and to 
pass on our deepest sympathy to her husband Dennis 
and all her family. 

The funeral service at Audley Methodist Church on 
21st June was a wonderful tribute to Dylis and 
representatives from her Civic Life, Judiciary, Church 
life together with family and friends totalled 170 
people.  
This in itself is testament to her service to the 
community.

She will be greatly missed. 
Bert Proctor 
Chair Audley Rural Parish Council. 

Audley Rural Parish Council 
Pays Tribute To Former Colleague
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Daniel Heath and Lorna Bebbington are celebrating 
their first year in charge of the Audley Post Office and 
the return of our village Post Box.  A Post Office is the 
beating heart of any community and ours is no 
different.  That’s why myself and Lorna put our necks 
on the line to relocate it into our shop 1 year ago.

We are very pleased with how the first year has gone.  
We are also delighted with the local support everybody 
has shown us.

We decided to open the Post Office when our shop is 
open, that means we are here serving you for 86 hours 
a week and are open from 6am every single day 
including Sundays and Bank Holidays.  The only day 
you can’t use a post office service in our village is 
Christmas day.  So I hope this fits the bill for all you 
guys.

So with us doing all these extra hours we hope we 
have decreased waiting times and opened the post 
office services up to a lot more people who couldn’t get 
to a post office between the times of 9am-5pm. 

It hasn’t all been plain sailing.  There was a big bump 
in the road early on when Royal Mail decided to 
remove the village post box.  The village was without 
this box for 8 months.  With the help of the 
Community News, Councillors, Customers and us 
guys putting pressure on Royal Mail the post box has 
now been returned to our village and located outside 
our post office.  We believe this is an essential service 
to our village.  So thank you Royal Mail for returning a 
much needed service to our village.
Important information

Post office opening time:

Mon - Thu     6am to 7pm
Fri - Sat  6am to 8pm
Sunday  6am to 12 noon
Bank Holidays  6am to 12noon
Post Box Collection times
Mon - Fri  11am and 5pm
Saturday  11am
Some of the history of the Audley Post Office.

In 1947 the Post Office moved from No.33 Church 
Street Audley to No.76, which at the time was a 
newsagents owned by Reginald Heath who then 
became the sub-postmaster. 

Until then No.76 had been the front room of the 
Heath family’s living quarters.  Reg retired in 1972 and 
the business was taken over by J. & J. M. Lewis who 
remained there until 1983.  The shop had been 
enlarged to enclose the Post Office and the area in 
front of it, which was once the front garden of No.76.

The post office closed and moved to No.67 Church 
Street but the newsagents continued under new 
management as Finlays Newsagents.  

Daniel Heath and Lorna Bebbington took over the 
Newsagents in October 2014 and re-opened it in 
January 2015 as Audley Newsagents.  They currently 
live above the shop.

On 11th July 2016, Audley Post Office relocated as a 
Post Office Local after its closure at No.67 to its now 
present address within the newsagents, with Daniel 
Heath as the sub Post Master, following a nationwide 
restructuring of the post office network.

The Post Office has gone full circle and is now back 
at No.76-78 with another Heath as the post master.

The new Post box is much more modern than the 
one in the picture which was taken in 1972.

Double Celebrations

AARDWOlF 
Pest ControlWasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

fULLY INSURED
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

Picture of the Post office taken in 1972.
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Double Christening 
Audley Community Centre has hosted many events 
since opening 21 yrs ago but how times have changed.

Back in the late nineties it would have been the 
place to go for a game of darts or bingo, even a supper 
dance, and often accompanied by a pint of ale to be 
shared with local friends in a familiar comfortable 
atmosphere.

But that’s not how things are done these days, pubs 
are for drinking and darts, bingo halls are for bingo 
and if it’s dancing you fancy there‘s plenty of choice in 
Newcastle.

So how does, and how will our Community Centre 
sustain the ever increasing cost of its upkeep in these 
changing times.

Here at Audley we are always looking for ways to 
make the best use of our facility for the good of local 
residents in the knowledge that things ain’t what they 
use to be.  Gone is the bar and now we have the Attic, 
Audley’s own charity shop and at the end of its first 
year everyone here couldn’t be happier about the way 
that it has developed with many local residents 
benefitting from the bargains to be had there. 

As we had hoped our ‘business set up’ scheme has 
produced different and varying additional classes. 
Times are changing and we want to move with them 
otherwise this fantastic facility that we often take for 
granted, will be lost.

We have had christenings in the past and with our 
excellent car park and being so close to the church it 
comes as no surprise to us but on 25th June the Centre 
hosted, to my knowledge, its first double christening.  
Cousins born within a month of each other and both 
christened at the same ceremony at St James’ Church.  
What a fabulous family occasion, two families brought 
together, two sets of proud parents and one even 
prouder, being the grandmother to both children.

As if by magic the Centre was transformed into an 
English tea room, another first.  With the help of Petals 
and Bells a local business, the hall was decorated with 
colourful bunting and linen, covered tables were set 
complete with china plates, tea cups and fancy cake 

stands.  With little sandwiches, tea pots, cream jugs, 
cakes and fancies, all guests enjoying their tea whilst 
being waited upon by ‘real’ waitresses.  Without too 
much imagination you could have been at Betty’s Tea 
Rooms in Harrogate.  What a lovely way of sharing a 
family occasion, not only for a christening but perhaps, 
and why not, great grans birthday party or just a large 
family catch up?

Whatever the reason another successful way of using 
our space and doing something just a bit different.

Audley has a long standing reputation of being a 
good venue for a children’s party, mainly because of its 
parking, good size and excellent facilities but the venue 
potential could be developed in so many other ways 
with just a little imagination as was shown on that day.

However there is one event that is always held on 
the last Saturday in November regardless of how many 
changes come and go.

A tradition that will never die…and that’s Audley 
Community Centre’s own Xmas Market with its 
festive stalls, and where Santa can be found in his 
grotto as usual waiting to speak to all of the children. 

This year on Saturday November 25th  12 noon till 
5pm    

Hope to see you there 
Dot Bourne    Audley Community Centre 



The latest fund-raising Musical extravaganza held on 
the 1st July this year was produced by June Ward to 
help raise the much needed funds for the Douglas 
Macmillan Hospice.  It brought together her skilful 
musical coordinating whilst using the excellent 
facilities provided by the Audley Theatre and its 
dedicated management team.

Without such joint efforts our village would have 
missed out on such a wonderful show with the added 
bonus of raising funds for needy causes.
Congratulations to all concerned.

The show was hosted by David Moulton with all the 
artists and helpers who took part being volunteers.

The event was attended by the new Mayor and 
Mayoress of Newcastle, Simon White and Shirley 
Boyle, with invited guests from the Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice, Mrs. & Mr. Pegg, who were presented with a 
cheque for £1301.62 which was raised for the Hospice.

A packed audience waited in expectation but were 
not disappointed, this indeed was the best show June 
had produced.

It brought the house down, another belting success.
Laughter could be heard in the dressing rooms by the 
performers and the audience participation was once 
again overwhelming.

Singing along - clapping - cheering and even a 
banner being held up at the end of the show proved 
how much the audience were involved with the 
performers.

Everyone thoroughly enjoying themselves and 
comments from the audience were terrific, asking if 
there will be another show at the Theatre and when 
would it be, as they could not wait to give their 
support.

As June hires the Theatre this would also bring 
revenue into its coffers and also hopefully encourage 
people to visit the theatre when plays and pantomimes 
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Music Thru The Decades
**Show Songs Meets  

The Juke Box**

are being produced by the theatre group of players.
Wow, how lucky our parish is to have such a facility!

We must be the envy of many through Staffordshire.
Support from all who participated has been 
overwhelming, the shows team performers, Charlie 
Leonard, Jessica Mountford, Melissa Sproston, Tim 
Beckett, Charlie Middleton and Jacqui Hartle to name 
but a few all gave fantastic performances.

Joining the show for the first time were groups from 
our local village who brought to the show their special 
talents.  Ravensmead Junior School Choir singing the 
Skye Boat song with an intro from Steven Beattie from 
the Blackwatch, playing his bagpipes and also the 
children’s delightful piece from Matilda.

Nicci Harper came with her school of dance 
IMAGINE, plus a performance from Shanice Harrison 
with her dancers from VIBE both different styles of 
dancing which were pleasurable to watch.

With the show again were the children Olivia, 
Tamzin, Nina, Charlotte and Leyla.

All in all a very successful musical show.  

The icing on the cake was the hilarious performance at 
the end by June herself portraying a drunken lady 
accompanying Martin Leonard to the Frank Sinatra 
song, That’s Why The Lady Is A Tramp, the audiences 
were in stitches.

All in all a very successful musical show which is 
going from strength to strength, with the support of  
the Audley Theatre, family and friends and the 
community of Audley.

June will now be sitting down with the theatre 
management to try to sort out a new date for the 
hiring of the theatre for her next performance, fingers 
crossed.

We have now been informed that there will no longer 
be any Community Funding by the Borough Council, 
therefore June has decided that any monies raised from 
future performances at the Audley Theatre will now 
benefit all local groups in need of funds.

As long as the Audley Theatre is available for hire to 
MUSIC THRU THE DECADES all monies raised will 
be made available to local community groups.
MUSIC THRU THE DECADES is purposely to help 
raise money for good causes, all we ask for is our 
community’s support.
Joining us once again for our next performance will be 
Nicci Harper with IMAGINE dancers, Shanice Harris 
and her VIBE dancers and a hopeful return from 
Ravensmead Junior School who have been the first 
local group to benefit from this show with a donation 
raised at the 80s NIGHT, which has allowed the school 
to purchase new microphones for their assembly hall.

A special thanks goes to Duncan Richardson from 
Shraley Brook Media for all the fantastic publicity 
photographs he has provided.

The main aim is to continue with the shows in 
Audley, we do not wish to take the shows away from 
our community so fingers crossed we continue well 
into the future.
Thanks for all your support.                      June Ward
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64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA

 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available

Nails
Eye Treatments

Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning

Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments

Tel: 01782 922800

OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00

Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Gift vouchers 
available.

Book  
early for all 

appointments.

Audley & District WI  
News From July 2017

WI members and friends enjoyed our visit to 
Trentham Gardens in May, where we had a guided 
tour of the gardens.  The guide used to be the head 
gardener when the gardens were being developed, and 
he explained the history and how they strive to 
maintain the gardens as they were originally designed 
and also what they intended to accomplished in the 
future.

After the tour we enjoyed lunch in “Totally 
Delicious” (the cafe in the gardens).  

We then set off around the lake to walk off our 
lunch, marvelling at all the improvements being made.  
The swans, ducks, moorhens and other aquatic birds 
all busy nest building, but sadly there was no sign of 
the black swans that graced the lake in the past few 
months.

Back in April, Cas Bailey, a retired policewoman, 
who has visited us before, came to talk about her new 
interest in producing glassware.  A very funny lady, 
who is a professional comedienne, recited a tale of a 
recent visit to have a smear test.  We were all helpless 
with laughter.

Also in May we went on a bluebell walk to Lawton 
Woods, which you need to visit as words cannot 
describe how stunning this place is when the bluebells 
are in full bloom.  Almost the whole wood is a carpet 
of blue and seen below are Mavis Fryer, Dot Whittaker 
and Anne Marsden enjoying the view.

In June we enjoyed our birthday party, beautiful 
food as usual from Beech Tree Caterers.  Then the 
Pepper Street Performing Arts Choir entertained us 
with wonderful songs such as, Raise Me Up and songs 
from Les Miserables, Take That and Adele.  

They perform for donations, which are used to 
support the child members to realise their musical and 
drama interests.

Members, Val 
Pass, Jean Smith 
and Glenis 
Simpson jointly 
cut the cake and 
talked about what 
the WI means to 
them.

We visited 
Audley theatre to 
support the youth 
group in their play 
about a school trip.  

It was very good, 
funny and sent out 
a message to the 
young.

In September we 
have Brian Morris 
with his Victorian 
Magic Lantern 
Show.  October 

brings our very own butcher, Sean, with his talk, The 
Pursuit of Happiness.  

Then in November Paul Sergeant is coming to talk 
about Audley First Responders.

If you fancy paying us a visit, come to the 
Pensioners’ Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month 
at 7pm for 7.15pm.  

Phone Anne on 01782 721957 or Glenis on 01782 
722009 for more information.

fEATURES
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Noah and Sienna-Grace
Noah and 
Sienna -Grace 
pictured centre, 
our local junior 
dance couple, 
have once again 
been very busy 
representing GB 
in the 
international 
team match 
against 7 other 
teams from 
across the world 
including 
China, USA and 
Russia in the 
beautiful 

Winter Gardens in Blackpool.
Only the 4 top couples get selected to dance for their 

country.
They have also been on live TV, the Blue Peter 

children’s show, where they were interviewed about 
how it feels to represent Team GB and they also gave a 
dance performance.

They have also been training very hard over the last 
few months in Nottingham, Liverpool and London on 
the run-up to the UK festival in Bournemouth which 
took place at the end of July.

We will hopefully bring the results in our next issue 
and bring you up to date with any success they may 
have had.

We are still looking for sponsorship and backing to 
allow the children to compete at international level.

Any help would be very much appreciated.
Please contact Kelly on 07590475395 anytime.

Gordon’s
Hairdressing
The Final Cut

After almost 50 years attending 
to the style of men’s hair in 
Audley, Gordon hung up his 
scissors at the end of July to 
enjoy retirement.

Gordon has been a long-
established figure on Church 
Street, Audley, where he opened 
his hairdressers in 1969 after 
honing his skills at Lewis’s 
Department Store in Hanley.

The self-employed barber has 
shaped the heads of locals and 
out-of-towners-including sports 
and TV personalities-for almost 
5 decades and will be sorely 
missed in the village.

A keen gardener, Gordon will 
be swapping the scissors for 
secateurs to enjoy time at home 
in Alsager with his wife Sue.

We all wish Gordon a very 
happy retirement and would like 
to take this opportunity to thank 
him for the excellent service he 
has provided to our community.

fEATURES
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Halmer End Institute

Halmer End Institute held a Vintage Vehicle Rally on 
the 14th June 2017.

I myself visited the Vintage Rally which I thoroughly 
enjoyed having an interest in all forms of motor 
transport.  The Rally brought out some of the best 
preserved vehicles from around our villages, all 
gleaming in the late evening sunshine and there to be 
enjoyed by all the people who came to visit.

The event was covered with many makes of cars 
which had been entered, including 2MG TF sport cars, 
Austin 7s, Minis, Morgan, Triumph and many more.

A variety of vintage motorcycles were also on 
display which included AJS, BSA Bantam, Velocets, all 
in prestigious condition.

Alan Sturge of Rye Hills had entered his Red 1988 J 
Type Bedford wagon, a vehicle which had taken over 
two and a half years to renovate with the help of Alan’s 
friend, the late milkman from Rye Hills, Danny 
Brayford.  Alan had nothing but praise for Danny’s 
skill as a joiner and the wood work on the vehicle was 
a fitting tribute to Danny.

The vehicle is 95 horse power Bedford costing 
around £1200 when new and was used in a quarry in 
Bedfordshire to transport either sand or gravel up to a 
weight of 8 tons at a time.  It was rescued by Alan who 
has a passion to renovate old vehicles.

Alan, over the past 30 years, has completed the 
renovation of 11 commercial vehicles of various makes 
and sizes.  The Bedford on display has in fact been 
used for the funerals of a number of former heavy 
goods drivers whose last wishes were to be taken to 
their resting place in transport they had loved during 
their working lives.

The white 1956 Austin A40 Cambridge seen top 
right on show belongs to John Willet of Ravens Lane, 
Bignall End.  The car was originally owned by his 
father-in-law, Arthur Bostock of Nantwich Road, 
Audley.  It had been stored for over 30 years before 
coming into John’s possession and being restored to its 
present condition.

One of the most unusual vehicles to arrive, opposite, 
was a replica of a 1916 Boy Scout Ambulance.  

The replica was built using a C Type Morris 
Commercial vehicle, the original make was not known, 
only a picture was available to help with the building 
of the vehicle.

It was a hive of activity at the Institute on such a 
lovely sunny evening and it was brilliant to see so 
many local people enjoying themselves.  Refreshment 
were being served, baps and burgers were the order of 
the day and to top it off there was a local derby 
outdoor bowling match being played on the Institute’s 
bowling green, where Halmer End were entertaining 
Audley.  We now look forward to the next event.

NEwS fROM THE vILLAGE Of HALMER END
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Carino Dance is one of the events now available at       
Halmer End Institute and is run by Rachel Finney who 
was born and bred in Halmer End.  Rachel has been 
dancing since she was 5 years old and started to 
embrace dance at the Shaftesbury Dance School and 
was taught by Mr Bryl Berry and Miss Louise 
Wilberforce.

Rachel soon displayed the acumen to succeed in 
Dance performing regularly in dance shows at the 
Repertory Theatre in Stoke and the Lyceum Theatre in 
Crewe.  Freestyle and Solo demonstrations are within 
Rachel’s expertise.  Both children and adults are taught 
at varying levels at various venues in the area.  She is 
the Principal of her own companies Carino Dance and 
Carino Kids.

Maybe you’re in the throws of getting married, if so 
Rachel can give you the skill and expertise to master 
that first dance and be a sensation on your special day.

Fully qualified and registered with the International 
Dance Teachers Association (IDTA) and she’s fully 
qualified to teach you Ballroom, Latin, Freestyle, 
Street, Rock and Roll, Salsa.  Simply Come Dancing!!

To add to her skill set Rachel is currently studying 
for a Diploma in the Argentine Tango, very impressive.

Classes are local, at the Madeley Centre on a 
Monday 17.45pm to 18.45pm and at the Stute on 

An Introduction to Carino Dance

 
Divorce, Separation, Cohabitation 

financial settlements, arrangements for children 
Wills, Probate and Powers of Attorney 

Pre-Marital Agreements 
 

Prize freeze on Lasting Powers of Attorney  
until 30 September 2017  

From £350 for one to £1028 for four LPA’s  
in total including all registration fees 

 
Call  01782 627589 and mention this advert 

 

Queens Gardens Business Centre 

31 Ironmarket 

Newcastle under Lyme 

ST5 1RP 

ann@annmccabe.co.uk 

www.annmccabe.co.uk 

Saturday mornings from 11.15am to 12.15pm. 
Rachel also has private clients, you can contact Julie 

Gourdie on 07749743015 for further details.
So why not pop along to one of her classes and join 

in the fun, she is a very experienced teacher as the 
photograph depicts.  She has lots of awards, in fact too 
many to show, so if it’s dancing you want, Rachel is one 
of our talented youngsters working for us at Halmer 
End Community Interest Company.  Pop in and see 
her in action.

fEATURES
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Barbara Lena 
Horne (nee 
Green), was born 
79 years ago to 
parents Jimmy 
and Edith Green 
of Tom Fields 
Wood Lane, 
eventually moving 
as a young girl to 
live at number 35 

Boon Hill.  Barbara was educated at both the Ravens 
Lane Primary School and the Halmer End Secondary 
Modern School.

Life for Barbara at the age of 11years was a 
particularly tragic period, when on the 19th March 
1948 her father Jimmy was killed aged 32 years in a 
mining accident.

After leaving Halmer End School Barbara entered 
the Brown Hills Secretary and Accountancy College in 
Burslem and completed all her courses successfully.  
Barbara then applied for the position as an Assistant 
Manager in The Trustees Savings Bank, which she was 
offered and she worked there for the next 20 years.

As the years progressed Barbara struck up a loving 
friendship with Reg who was a customer at the Savings 
Bank and was a resident of Tunstall.

Their friendship grew and eventually on the 20th 
September 1958 they were married.  The marriage 
ceremony took place at St. James Church Audley and 
the ceremony was performed by the well-known late 
Rev. J.L.D. Lewis.

Married life began for Barbara and Reg taking up 
residence in Breeze Avenue Tunstall, where they lived 
for the first 5 years and it was here where their first son 
Mark was born in 1963.

From the start of their married life they had been 
saving to buy a home of their own and eventually went 
to an auction and purchased number 59 Boon Hill and 
this was where second son Richard was born in 1965.

Barbara had, throughout her teenage years, been 
known to be a real tom boy and had a passion for 
dancing.  Maybe it was her dancing that eventually led 
her to becoming an active member of a theatre group 
which ran from the Bignall End Cricket Club, known 
as the Unknown Society.  They produced plays and 
comedy acts throughout the early 1950s.

She was always full of energy and had so many 
interests, which included, her love of music, especially 
songs from Frank Sinatra, Barbara Streisand and 
Michael Bubl‘e.  Her love of sport included tennis, 
table tennis and of course had a passion for the sport 
of cricket.  In fact Barbara loved watching all sport, full 
stop.
Barbara was a dedicated wife and mother and together 
with Reg her husband worked extremely hard to 
provide for their family.  As her two boys grew up, it 
was always open house for their friends, nothing was 
too much trouble for Barbara, she always gave a warm 

welcome to any who visited her home.
With husband Reg in the 1960s, she travelled 

through Germany, Austria and Switzerland in a Austin 
A35 van which would have been a real challenge at the 
time.  During the 1970s together with their sons they 
ventured to many far flung parts of the world such as, 
Tunisia, Hong Kong, Singapore, Yugoslavia, Crete and 
throughout Europe.  They loved to travel and so 
wanted their sons to experience other cultures.

Barbara retired from work aged 50, but really this 
was just a change in occupation.  She was full of energy 
always caring for others and took particular pride in 
entertaining her grandchildren, by taking them to 
McDonalds for treats, or to the cinema or zoo and 
loved fetching them from school with her faithful dog 
by her side.  Barbara was always the first one to offer 
help no matter who it was and she was always looking 
after somebody.

Her mother Edith remarried a local undertaker 
Dennis Cartledge, who ran his own funeral business 
and once again Barbara was soon involved.  She would 
be answering the phone, doing the paper work and 
attending to the general office work.  After the death of 
both her mother and Dennis the business was passed 
on to Barbara’s two sons, Mark and Richard and you 
can guess to what happened next, Barbara once again 
gave a helping hand.

Sadly in 2002 Barbara’s husband Reg passed away, 
but although missing Reg greatly she still never 
stopped helping others, often inviting friends for meals 
or even cooking meals and delivering them to people 
she knew.  She was such a giving person.

Barbara remained a young person throughout her life, 
full of energy, she had a loving caring nature and 
would always find time for a few kind words.  She had 
her own favourite phrases “Mymate” or “How are you 
darlin”? were never far from her lips.

Bignall End Cricket Club without Barbara will never 
be the same, she dedicated so much of her life in 
helping to make it a success.  Barbara served as 
Treasurer at one time and was part of the team which 
provided the catering.  Whatever task Barbara took on 
at the Club she gave 110% effort, second best was 
never an option for Barbara.

She never looked for the limelight, she would shy 
away from the fuss and was quite happy if things were 
done correctly.  People enjoying their time at the club 
and that the club was being represented in a sporting 
manner where her main aims.

It can’t be expressed in words how this club will miss 
her guiding hands.

Barbara was taken ill in February 2017 and she 
decided to take on the mammoth operation to try to 
extend her life and throughout her time in hospital, 
she never gave up the fight to live, but on the 7th May 
sadly her battle failed.

A fitting tribute was spoken by Pastor Mike Gollins 
at the service with his words as follows:
I know that Barbara can never be replaced by anyone, 
for she was absolutely unique.  A diamond who shone 

A Diamond That Shone
A Tribute To Barbara Horne

BEREAvEMENTS & TRIBUTES
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Tom Lovatt
With great sadness we 
announce the passing of 
Tom on the 24th April 2017 
at The Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice after a short illness.  
He was 96 years old.

Tom was a native of 
Chesterton, but as a 
youngster had visited the 
Parish to stay with his Aunt 
‘Tricky Locket’ who owned a 
sweet shop just below what 
is now Halmer End Chippy.

As a Salvation Army Scout he also came on a trip to 
Audley Salvation Army HQ (now the Wareham Scout 
Hut), not realising he would eventually live in Mellard 
Street for over 50 years.

After attending Chesterton schools he worked for 
local brickworks before entering the coal industry at 
Holditch colliery where he formed many friends and 
colleagues and rose to Deputy, leaving after over 25 
years service in 1962 after being diagnosed with 
pneumoconiosis.  He then worked for Associated 
Electrical Industries (AEI) in Milehouse Lane until 
arthritis forced his early retirement in 1981.

In his younger years Tom was a keen cyclist, and 

so brightly in this area.  
Barbara was not a regular church goer but, my word, 
she has taught both church goers and non church 
goers how to live and maybe we can, and should, all 
learn a real lesson for living from Barbara.

A fitting tribute was read out by former Bignall End 
cricket player Michael Ikin at the funeral held at the 
Bradwell Crematorium on the 19th May, which was 
attended by the likes I have never seen before, with as 
many as 400-500 mourners attending the ceremony to 
help celebrate Barbara’s life.  
Tribute

There’s a breathless hush at the club tonight!
An hour to play and a blinding light!

Ten to make and the last man in!
But it’s not for the sake of a ribboned coat,

Nor the selfish hope of a season’s fame.
And Barbara’s hand on Olly’s shoulder smote.

Play up, play up and play the game.

And when the one great scorer
Comes to write against your name

It’s not the one’s you won or lost
But how you played the game.

Barbara did that very, very, very well!
Our tribute to Barbara is just a glimpse of part of the 
life of a wonderful lady, she gave so much to others 
and our world will be a sadder place without her being 
part of it.  Rest in Peace Barbara we celebrate your life 
and thank you for your example of how to live such a 
rewarding life.
The donations raised amounted to £3340 and were 
equally shared by the Audley First Responders and 
CRY.

with his brother Steve he cycled far and wide in the 
surrounding areas, Shropshire, Wales as far as the 
Menai Bridge and on one occasion to Blackpool for the 
day!

With brother Steve, he also formed a popular 
singing duo around the Potteries Working Men’s Club 
circuit, giving renditions of favourites of the 1940s and 
50s.

Whilst at Holditch colliery he worked with Harold 
Stubbs who introduced him to his daughter Catherine 
who worked in the pit canteen.  They were married at 
St James’ Church Audley in 1943 and set up home in 
Mellard Street, where son David was born.

Sadly Catherine passed away in 1991.
Tom loved the local countryside and despite his 

severe arthritis in his hips which saw him have 6 hip 
replacement operations spanning 30 years, he would 
still be seen walking miles through fields and country 
lanes until his early 90s when he restricted himself to 
Podmore and Bates Wood.  Tom didn’t travel abroad 
until aged 75, but made up for it by up to 3 foreign 
holidays a year, the last when he was 93.

He also made many friends at Audley and Halmer 
End Working Men’s Clubs where he became a life 
member.  The last 15years of his life were spent in 
Durber Close where he lived independently and 
helped his neighbours.

The funeral service was held at Audley Methodist 
Church followed by cremation at Bradwell on the 9th 
May 2017.  The family would like to thank Funeral 
Directors Horne Bros and Rev’d Helen Hoe for all their 
help and assistance.

When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

BEREAvEMENTS & TRIBUTES
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Dylis Cornes died 
this year following a 
struggle with cancer. 
She was committed to 
a number of aspects 
of community life – 
in recent years pink 
week stands out, as 
the community 
together sought to 
raise money to fight 
against cancer.

Though many of 
her 73 years had been spent in Audley, she was not an 
Audley lass, but had adopted Audley as her home and 
was committed to the community.

Dylis Bowcock (as was) moved to Audley when she 
married Dennis, settling in Ryehills.  They had met 
through being involved in a youth group that was 
shared in the Methodist circuit (meeting at Chesterton 
and Halmer End).  Dylis was involved in doing youth 
work at Keele and in a Boys Brigade group in Audley.  
Through the Methodist church in the area Dylis led 
Sunday School, choirs and pastoral care.  All this was 
done on top of running a local shop.  This showed one 
aspect of Dylis’ life which was a deep work ethic 
rooted in her faith, which was more than how you 
presented yourself at work, but was about ‘doing what 
you can to make the world a better place’.

This commitment led to her taking on the role of a 
magistrate in North Staffordshire, something she did 
for 38 years.  As a son, it was amusing to see her 
explain, to a man in the dock, the mistakes that led to 
his conviction in much the same way she would to her 
own children.  Her first case had been to remand 
Donald Nielson who had been dubbed the ‘black 

panther’ which had some notoriety at the time, but she 
enjoyed trying to get to the truth, and find a fair and 
just outcome every time she served in the magistrates’ 
court.

Her involvement in community life led her into 
serving in the council.  She served in the parish 
council, borough council and county council; seeking 
to make a difference, advocate for those she 
represented and encourage others to get involved.

When visiting Dylis there would be many times 
when she was on the phone, received a call or needed 
to make a quick call to sort something out.  She would 
speak to everyone the same, whether they were locals, 
fellow councillors or council employees.  In general, 
she expected that common sense was universal and 
would prevail, and disliked it when partisan politics 
got in the way of common sense.

When their shop in the village shut, she trained as a 
cook and worked in residential homes, in particular at 
Hillport House.  She had always enjoyed cooking as 
well as supporting others and she enjoyed this job in 
part because it offered both these opportunities.

Similarly, she enjoyed the role as governor at 
Ravensmead Primary School; as she believed everyone 
should do the best they can, but also that we should 
help individuals become the best that they can be. 
Much of Dylis’ nature was expressed in how she 
interacted in the community.

But there was also a quiet and more private side, one 
that liked knitting and gardening, but most of all loved 
her family.  Whether with her parents (now deceased) 
or with her sister, husband, children, grandchildren 
and their families, there was a deep commitment 
which may have been mainly seen by others when she 
expressed her pride in their achievements.

Though more could be said about fun, faith and 
family than has been said about outward community 
roles; I will just leave them in the quieter part of her 
life.  She will be missed.                            Stuart Cornes.

Dylis Cornes 

Carpets at warehouse priCes
GoodMAN cARPETS & FlooRING MIll clEARANcE cARPETS Established 30 years

80/20 Wool Twists British made 
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian Back Stain Resistant carpet £7.80 p.s.y

Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y

100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

PRESENT THIS AdvERT To REcEIvE £10 oFF oRdERS ovER £100

Heathcote Street,  chesterton, Newcastle under lyme Tel: 01782 562245

MoN, TUES, WEd, FRI, SAT 10.30  - 5.30. THURS 10.30 - 4. oPEN SUNdAY 10.30 - 2
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Clothing alterations, repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  the Cobbles  36/38 Church street, audley  
tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

images for illustration purposes only.

The Cobbles

Edward “Ted” Llewellyn

Ted sadly passed away 
on May 22nd 2017 in 
Lancaster Royal 
Infirmary after being 
taken ill whilst on 
holiday in Yorkshire.
  He was born in 
Manchester in 1930, 
the second of 4 
children and moved 
to Audley at an early 
age.

Following in his 
father, Lewis’s footsteps, Ted trained as a chartered 
accountant which kept him in gainful employment 
throughout his life.

Even well into retirement he continued to work one 
day a week for his son in law and also audited the 
accounts for several local organisations.  He had a 
great attention to detail and was a stickler for things 
being correct and many will attest to this.

Following his retirement, Ted became a member of 
Probus and enjoyed the monthly camaraderie of other 
like minded business people, making some good 
friends and was very honoured to have been chosen as 
their President several years ago.

Ted was perhaps mostly widely known within the 
village through his association with local brass band, 
Audley Brass.  

He began as a player, taking part in many concerts 
all over the County, even playing a solo once or twice.

He continued to be an active member of the 
committee after retiring from playing and was the 
Treasurer for many, many years and the driving force 
behind the construction of the new band room in 
Dean Hollow.  

His loyalty to the band has spanned over 40 years 
and in the last few years was proud to be their 
President.

Ted had a thirst for knowledge and read extensively 
having had a lifetime love of books, one thing the 
whole family shared.  Home is bursting at the seams 
with them and on many occasions Ted has donated 
books to the library.  

An extra special book in his collection is “Audley 
- an out of the way, quiet place”, which he helped to 
research as part of a local history course back in the 
70s.

Many of those who knew Ted have described him as 
a lovely man.  He will be greatly missed by his wife of 
63 years Phillipa, daughter Jane and son Guy.  

He was a devoted and extremely proud grandad to 
Phillip and father in law to Richard.  

A service took place on June 8th at Bradwell 
Crematorium which was a moving celebration of Ted’s 
life.  

The family have been absolutely overwhelmed by 
the number of cards and expressions of sympathy 
received and would like to thank everyone for their 
thoughts and prayers.

Molly Fryer (nee Brockley)

It is with sadness that we 
announce that on the 8th July at 
the R.S.U.Hospital Molly aged 
95 years passed away peacefully 
with her loving family in 
attendance.

Molly was born in Halmer 
End where she lived where her 
parents in the Railing Row, 
demolished many years ago.  
She was the youngest of ten 
children.
Molly has spent all her life living 
within the parish and attended 

the local schools.
In 1943 Molly married George her late husband and 

they moved to a house in Westfield Avenue Audley in 
1953 and they were blessed with two sons Ken and 
Roger.  Molly has spent 65 very happy years living at 
Westfield Avenue, making many close friends.

Molly was the proud nan to Donna and Andrew.  
She was also a great-grandmother to 6.

Donna her granddaughter was exceptionally close to 
her nan, in fact they were the best of friends having a 
very special bond.

During her life Molly had numerous jobs which 
included working at the Bucknall Hospital, the 
Swynnerton Munitions factory,a local Brickyard and 
finally a Home Help until retirement.

Molly will be sadly missed by so many.  The funeral 
service was on 26th July at the Bradwell Crematorium.

TRIBUTES & fEATURES
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Pictured are helpers and the organisers of Halmer End 
CIC 2nd Beer Festival, which was held on the 13th, 
14th and 15th July 2017, and what a great success it 
was too.

With 31 beers on sale, the Stoke On Trent organisers 
said they’d never seen such an excellent selection and 
variety of ciders and beers on display.  This will be 
down to Phil Mason and Jane Eardley who are our 
Beer Festival aficionados.  Excellent choices folks.

We were exceptionally lucky with our sponsors too, 
virtually every shop and company from the Parish 
supported the 31 barrels.  We are most thankful to all 
those groups that did support us.  We are very grateful, 
without them we would have really struggled.

I also want to thank all our volunteers of which there 
were many, they too were an absolute asset.  They just 
kept on working late into the evening. Many thanks 
guys.

On the Saturday afternoon Sue Moffat and 
members of The Moody Food Acoustic Band 
entertained us all with a mix of music, great foot 
stomping stuff which really got you going.

We hope Sue will entertain us again next June.
Many many thanks to all of you who took the 
time to join us, everyone has said to me how 
much they enjoyed themselves.
It was a great few days.  All being well, we will be 
back next year.
Thank you all so much for your support, so we 
can now contribute to the village activities a little 
longer this year.

Many Thanks.   Mike

Halmer End 2nd Beer Festival
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Unit 2 Stonewall Place, Silverdale, Staffordshire, ST5 6NR. www.korefitness.co.uk for more information
Enquiries: Karl 07947 566670   Jess 07376 363757     facebook/korefitnessuk

G Y M  T I M E TA B L E

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

6.15am 
(Booking only)

10am Mixed 
circuit class

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

6.15am 
(Booking only)

10am Mixed 
circuit class

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

7- 8am  
Mixed Full  
Body Blast

9- 10am  
Beginners class

5.30 - 6.30pm  
Mixed Full  
Body Circuit

6.30 - 7.30pm 
Spinning

7 - 8pm  
Ladies only  
class with Vicky

4:30 - 5:30pm 
Boys circuit  
class ages 13-15

5.30 - 6.30pm 
Mixed Full  
Body Circuit

5.30 - 6.30pm  
Mixed Full  
Body Circuit

6.30 - 7.30pm 
Spinning

7 - 8pm  
Ladies only  
class with Vicky

6.15 - 7.15pm  
Mixed Full  
Body Circuit

5.30 - 6.30pm  
Mixed Full  
Body Circuit

Personal Training 
by appointment 
only

PERSONAL TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL NUTRITIONAL ADVICE

OPEN 
DAY

Saturday 16th September

Tour of the gym for newcomers 
and regulars. Sports activities.

Follow us on Facebook or  
call for more information.

             PEGI WILDE FOOT HEALTH 
              DipCFHP, MPSPract         

                
                 Foot Care with a gentler touch!

   
   (A Complete Foot Care Service)
  Callus and hard skin removed
  Corns treated
  Routine nail trimming
  Thickened nails reduced
  Ingrown nails treated
  Diabetic foot health and advice

Treatments in the comfort of your own home. 
Evening and Saturday appointments available by arrangement.

Gentlest treatment methods used.
All equipment fully sterilised.

Phone 07715 128962   pegi.wilde@hotmail.co.uk
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Bates Wood Lake 
Access Improvements

The final phase of the 
work to improve 
access to Bates Wood 
Lake has now been 
completed.  A small 
car park has been 
constructed at the 
lower end of Red Hall 
Lane specifically for 
use by disabled 
anglers. 

From this car park 
both new and existing 
paths have been 
re-graded to enable 
wheel chairs and 
mobility scooters to 

access the fishing platforms installed at previous 
improvement phases. 

A drainage channel has been dug and a large 
diameter pipe installed along the re-graded path to 
direct water away from the area which was prone to 
flooding in the past.

It is hoped that these improvements will encourage 
more people to get involved in angling.  Both Bates 
Wood Lake and Cloggers Pool have been fishing very 

well recently.
One of the club’s newest members, Graham Hyatt, 

caught a 20 pounder- pictured -  (according to 
Graham!) on his first outing to Bates Wood.  

Other big catches have been reported and will be 
posted on the club’s Facebook page.

Club memberships are still available – application 
forms can be obtained from The Royal Oak in Miles 
Green, Pet n’ Net in Chesteron, The Bait Box in 
Newcastle, Halmer End Post Office and Castle Stores 
in the High Street.  Forms can also be e-mailed by 
contacting the club’s Chairman at brianbillings@
btinternet.com

Annual fees are just £25.00 for full members, £15.00 
for concessions (over 65s and disabled).  Juniors 
(under 16s) are £5.00 but, in most cases, juniors will be 
sponsored by club committee members.

In the coming months, as part of the 100 years 
memorial for the Minnie Pit disaster, the club has 
offered to organise a juniors fishing competition at 
Cloggers to commemorate the occasion.  It is hoped 
that we can get youngsters dressed as they would have 
been a hundred years ago and have them use similar 
tackle of the era to give the event an aura of 
authenticity.  

Prizes and commemorative items will be awarded 
for winners of different disciplines and refreshments 
provided to all who attend.  Details of this will be 
disclosed when finalised.
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Dear Editor
We do appreciate your well presented and informative 
magazine which you edit.  It keeps us in touch, as we 
are sure it does many others who have moved away, 
with the village where I grew up.

The first 5 years of my life were spent in a cottage at 
the top of Heathcote Road, a short distance from my 
grandparents, George and Lizzie Spode, who lived in a 
cottage opposite the farm.  (There is a bungalow there 
now).  My parents, Fred and Lynn Griffiths, with me, 
then moved to ‘Gowan Bank’, Rye Hills, into a house 
built by Maddock brothers.  My mother’s sister, Nancy, 
had married Wilf Maddock and they lived in Nantwich 
Road, the last house before the cemetery.

My father was born and brought up in Diglake 
Street and attended Ravens Lane School, and the 
chapel in Wood Street, (I think I am right, certainly 
not Central).  Soon after the family who lived in 
Diglake Street moved to Rugeley, for my grandfather 
to sink a mine there.  He married my mother and he 
also worked at Leycett and Holditch collieries.  He 
enjoyed playing cricket for Audley, as did my mother 
for the Ladies team.  She was born at Watermills Farm, 
Apedale, attended Wood Lane School, Hill Top 
Methodist Chapel and worked at a factory in Leek, to 
which she travelled every day with her sister.  Two of 
Dad’s brothers also remained in the village, Joe in 
Wereton and Tom, the father of Marjorie, who married 
Les Eardly, carpenter and member of the Men’s choir 
in Diglake Street.

I attended Wood Lane School and Sunday School at 
Hill Top, so, with other children, I climbed Peggy’s 
Bank twice a day, six days a week.

No fuss about childrens’ obesity in those days!!  
Moving to Wolstanton Grammar School and making 
new friends.  I transferred to Audley Central where 
Len Riley taught the Seniors and led a very popular 
Youth Club.  I was a keen sportsman and I played 
cricket for Audley, football for Wereton Queens Park 

and rugby at school.  Happy Days indeed.
On leaving school I spent two years in the army, 

mostly in Trieste, before training as a teacher at Leeds.
John Taylor and Freda also trained in Leeds, hence 

our long-standing friendship.
Before marrying Ruth and moving to Hinckley, I 

taught for a year at Bradwell Junior School, where Miss 
Winnie Nixon, an Audley resident of whom you may 
have heard, was the Head Teacher.

Ruth and I and our two children were regular 
visitors to the village, particularly after my father died 
in 1992 and we visited Mum fortnightly until her death 
in 2004.  Now we keep in touch with my cousin, Pam 
Spence (nee Maddock) who lives with her husband 
Alan in Alsager Road and Freda, of course.  It is good 
to hear of life in Audley and District, so we are pleased 
to receive copies of the community news and to make 
the occasional contribution towards the costs of 
producing it.

Pictured above is the 1950 Audley 1st X1 Cricket 
team L/R back row are George Proctor, Ken Tarrant, 
Clive Furnival, Keith Griffiths, Cyril Fryer, Harry 
Handcock and Len Jones, front row Arthur Bateman, 
Sid Hassall, Norman White, Spencer Dean and Ossie 
Handcock.  Ruth and Keith Griffiths, Hinckley, Leics.
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Dear Editor
It was lovely to open the June edition of the Audley 
Community News and see a photograph of my late 
grandma standing next to Mr Ernest Sybily.

She lived in Audley at that time and it would have 
been one of the Pensioner’s outings.

Her name was Elizabeth Lockett (Lizzie Lockett).  
She was my late mum’s mother.  Our family lived on 
Gas Works Bank in Hawthorn Cottage.  My mum’s 
name was Pricilla Shenton (Cissie Shenton) and my 
family are John, Pamela, Pat, Billy, Jessie and the late 
Joan and me, Elizabeth Shenton.

Perhaps Bryan Carnes might know some of my 
family.  My grandma certainly had a lovely smile in the 
photograph.                                Elizabeth Eardley.
Dear Editor

Your issue 55, March 2017 of the Audley Community 
News has been passed on to me.  It contained an 
appreciation of Peter Thomas Kent.  I’m pretty sure that 
he was in the same class as me at the primary school.  A 
quiet, thoughtful boy, he is second from right on the top 
row of the photograph.

I think I’ve got most of the names right - but the 
spellings??  If you haven’t come across this photo before, 
it might be of interest to other 72/73 year olds.
Me - Ann Grocott as was, 2nd row up, middle child (5th 
from left or right.  Mrs Ann V Sterritt (nee Grocott) 
Crewe.  

Editor.  Photo was used in issue 11.  As you have 
named them we will re-publish again soon.

C. w. Mottram  
Funeral services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral tributes/Catering arranged

†
assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
personal home Visits – 24 hour service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

Dear Editor
Quote for Audley Parish Fights Cancer
Every two minutes, someone in the UK is diagnosed 
with cancer.  With the help of Fundraising Group, 
Audley Parish Fights Cancer, we are working to fund 
research which will help more men, women and 
children survive.
 It’s fantastic the Audley Parish Fights Cancer Group 

have pledged to raise money for us throughout their 
Fundraising Week, Turning Audley Parish Purple and 
we wish them the best of luck with their fundraising.
The funds will go towards the charity’s research to beat 
over 200 types of cancer, helping to bring forward the 
day all cancers are cured.

Tracy Jones 
Local Fundraising Manager at Cancer Research UK.
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Audley Methodist Church
Open4all; Open2God; Open4you!
It has been a busy time over the last few months here 
at Audley Methodist Church with many successful 
events organised.  Our annual Traditional Victorian 
Christmas Market, Winter Warmer Fayre, Tea & 
Toast and Sausage & Mash, Section Safari Meal, 
Memorial Service and our most recent, Audley 
Together, to name a few.

Our Audley Together event was held in May, with 24 
organisations, charities and groups in attendance, 
both in the Church and Church Hall.  We wanted to 
arrange an event that the whole Parish could be 
involved with.  Whether it was to join a new group or 
to find more information on a subject.  We are truly 
blessed with the large number of groups, activities, 
charities and organisations right here on our 
doorstep and we wanted to have a get-together all 
under one roof.

With tasty refreshments also available, it was a great 
atmosphere and we were astounded by the success of 
the day and delighted to see so many people join us.  

Thank you all so very much for supporting the 
Audley Together and all our past events.  Without 
your support, our events would not have been as 
successful as they have been.

There are a number of events and special services 
planned for later in the year and we look forward to 
seeing you all at those and also welcoming you every 
Sunday for worship, at our services - 10.30am and 
6pm.  

Forthcoming Events & Special Services 
Church Anniversary Services:  Sunday 3rd 
September 2017 10.30am and 6pm.  We end our 
“anniversary week”, Sunday 10th September 2017 at 
6pm with a United Service café style worship.

Coffee & Song:  We host our annual Coffee and Song 
event, with music from Audley Ladies Choir on 
Saturday 16th September 2017, between 10.30am 
and 12.30pm.  Coffee, tea, raffle, etc.  Join us for Song 
and Fellowship.

Harvest Festival Services & Family Harvest Faith 
Supper:  Celebrate Harvest with us at our 10.30am & 
6pm services Sunday 24th September 2017, followed 
by our Harvest Supper on Monday 25th September 
at 6.30pm.  Bring a plate of tasty treats.  
Entertainment provided.  There is no charge, all 
donations welcome.  All welcome.

Table Top Sale:  Having a clear-out ready for 
Christmas?  Book a table at our indoor table top sale, 
Saturday 21st October 2017 between 9.30am and 
12.30pm (set up from 8.30am).  To avoid any 

disappointment, book your table now – cost £8.00.  
Refreshments available.
Grab yourself a bargain or two, whatever the weather!!!
Minister: Rev. Helen Hoe 01782 720267
Church Office opening hours: Monday, Thursday and 
Friday 11am to 2pm
Telephone: 01782 722755 or email audleymethodist@
btconnect.com
See our Facebook, Instagram & Twitter pages: Audley 
Methodist Church (@audleymethodist), feeds for up to 
date information, news and details of our regular 
events.
The picture above shows Robert Edwards and Ian 
Smith from Audley Rotary, who were manning not 
only the Audley Rotary Table, they also stood in at The 
Donna Louise table.

Audley Football Club
As the Summer is now almost over the football season 
has once again commenced.  During the closed season 
the club’s committee has been busy preparing for the 
season ahead.  We have completed several tasks that 
we hope will enhance the club’s facilities and will 
continue to do so.  We also proudly hosted the CRY, 
Roy Gilbert Memorial and Mini Soccer football 
tournaments which were really well supported and 
attended by the community and we hope that these 
competitions will continue to be hosted by the club 
long into the future.  

The club also instigated a Saturday morning soccer 
club at Townfields to encourage children from the 
community to become involved in the club and 
football in general.

On a football front the club are delighted that for the 
2017/18 season we will have 13 teams at the club, 
including a new U8s, U10s and U14s team.  This is 
testament to the club’s committee that continues try to 
evolve the club.  These are the most teams that the club 
has ever run.  

Finally I personally wish all our teams and 
everybody associated with them every success for the 
new season and also extend a welcome to the 
community to come along to the club throughout the 
season in order to support our village’s football teams 
and club alike.
Regards Richard Platt Chairman
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Rotary Club of Audley
 I start this issue’s report with the welcome news that 
for the first time since its launch, Rotary International 
and the Gates Foundation’s campaign to end polio 
throughout the world, has for the last four or so 
months had not a single new case of polio reported 
anywhere in the world.

On April 19th the speaker was Paul Sargent who gave 
us all the ins and outs about the first responders.  He 
certainly appears to be the right man for the job; he is 
very enthusiastic and appears to get a lot out of it, 
which is always a good sign.

The 26th of April was the last meeting of the month 
and our member John Brunt gave us an in depth 
report on the progress of our ‘Lend with Care’ loans 
and all the recipients across the world who are 
benefiting from what we can only say is a very small 
amount of cash.  The very best of luck goes out to all 
those who are using ‘Lend with Care’ to better 
themselves and improve their standard of living.  A 
very good talk from John and thanks to him for 
providing the update.

In May, Audley Methodist Church held ‘Audley 
Together’, an event at which local groups could 
showcase their activities.  We had a stall, on which 
literature and information about Rotary and its 
projects were available, which was manned by three 
Rotarians on the day.

At the beginning of June, we had a change from our 
normal speakers.  Our member Paul Barrow organised 
a short quiz based on the BBC TV show ‘Pointless’. 
This was a lot of fun especially as my team won.  No 
prizes though.

In June we held our, what is now annual, stroke 
awareness day at Freeport, Talke.  Over 50 people had 
their blood pressure taken.  A few of those were 
referred to their doctors, which could have saved their 
lives.  Thanks for this goes to one of our local first 
responders, Paul Sargent, and Freeport.
On June 28th, we held our handover meeting when 

our outgoing president, Roan Hatfield handed over to 
our incoming president, Paul Barrow. 

Paul is pictured on the right of the picture below, 
receiving the Chain of Office from Roan. 

July 5th was the first proper meeting of the Rotary 
year, with new President Paul Barrow in the chair. 
What a way to start the year with Will Boyce from 
‘Approach Staffordshire’, a dementia care charity who 
came to speak to us. 
When people think about dementia they tend to think 
about the negative sides of the condition, such as 
forgetfulness, confusion etc, where as Approach 
concentrate on the positives. 

There is an increase in dementia sufferers mainly 
because people are living longer, and the people who 
are now suffering are the post war ‘baby boomers’. 
These people are helped by the charity in various ways, 
including ‘My day, my way’ with one to one care 
matched activities, ‘Men in sheds’, where like minded 
people chat about common interests, and with peer 
support groups.
If you would like to know more, you can visit their 
website, http://www.approachstaffordshire.co.uk/ or by 
visiting their Facebook page https://www.facebook.
com/ApproachStaffordshire
To learn more about Rotary visit our website at www.
audleyrotary.co.uk, contact us via our Facebook and 
Twitter accounts or e-mail us at contact@audleyrotary.
co.uk                              Ian Knight

Flowers, Balloons,  
Cards and Gifts  

for every occasion...

Birthdays,
Anniversaries, 
Christenings,
Weddings and Funerals

There for you.... for all occasions

80a Church Street Audley               Telephone: 01782 721830               Website: www.live-laugh-love.co.uk

Live, laugh, LOVE...
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We’ve been busy fund raising since the last article and 
the following write ups show how diverse fund raising 
activities are and also show what fabulous support we 
get from the local community.  Dan’s Heart screening 
programme wouldn’t be anywhere near where it is now 
if it weren’t for people being so willing to give up their 
free time and help us. 

On the 13th of May 20 of us took part in Born 
Survivor at Capesthorne Hall in Cheshire.  It consists 
of a 10k course which includes 30 obstacles through 
mud, dirty water, barbed wire, car tyres, monkey bars 
and much more.  We started off in lovely clean “One 
Dan Hughes” orange shirts but at the end you could 
hardly tell who we were as seen in the photograph 
above.  It was tough but everyone who did it said they 
can’t wait for next year, so thank you to Adam 
Mainwaring and Darren Williams for coming up with 
the idea, those who took part and everyone who 
sponsored us.  At the time of writing we have collected 
over £1,100 in sponsorship with more to come in.

The following weekend we were at the ASDA store 
in Wolstanton pictured opposite, for a bag pack day, a 
big thank you to the ladies in the photograph who gave 
up their Saturday to stand for 6 hours packing other 
peoples bags and raising £1,225.21 for Dan’s Heart 
screening fund with CRY (photo Asda).  We were also 
joined by the staff of Brampton recruitment from 
Newcastle for part of the day so thank you to those 
people as well.

June the 3rd saw Audley F.C. host the 2nd Dan 
Hughes 7-a-side football tournament.  This year we 
invited 16 teams and although we had a few last 
minute hiccups the event ran smoothly and was very 
well supported.  New teams for this year included 
Wolstanton, Silverdale, Smallthorne, Local charity 
Harp of Gold and a Ladies team managed and 
captained by Dan’s sister Kim.  The eventual winners 
were pre-tournament favourites Audley under 21s who 
beat the Plough in a marathon penalty shoot out after 
the final finished 0-0. 

The event raised over £1,800 and we would like to 
say thank you to everyone who helped out on the day 
especially John & Jeanette Franks and Paul & Sylvia 

Mason for running the BBQ on what was a 
very hot day.  Planning is already under 
way for next year’s tournament.  We have 
had runners and walkers in the potters arf 
marathon and Greater Manchester k10 
races raising money as well, so thank you to 
those concerned.

We have received donations from many 
places over the past few months such as £50 
donated by Mike Joynson from the 
Halmerend Stute, Diane Brooks organised 
a collection at Unipart Rail in Crewe and 
raised £628.22.  There are collection tubs in 
quite a few places around the area which 
bring in funds so thank you to everyone 
who contributes via those.  Many thanks to 
everyone who donates via whatever means 

and whatever the amount, it all goes to support Dan’s 
heart screening programme.  When people think 
about Dan during sad times in their own lives it brings 
home to us just how much of an impression he made 
while he was here as well as recognising the work done 
in his name since he died.  2 such instances have 
happened recently Maz Horne, who many of you will 
know from the work she does with Harp of Gold, 
donated £258.29 from collections following her 
mother’s sad death.  We were also very humbled by a 
donation of £1,680 following the death of Barbara 
Horne Barbara took a keen interest in what we are 
doing and was always extremely helpful when we 
staged events at Bignall End Cricket Club.  From 
everyone associated with Dan’s memorial fund I would 
like to pass on our sincere condolences to the two 
families and reiterate our thanks for your very kind 
gestures of support at such sad times for yourselves. 

Looking forwards, Dan’s mum Sue and 15 other 
“young ladies” will be competing in a 5K colour run at 
Aintree racecourse on Saturday July 15th, this consists 
of running a 5K course over inflatable obstacles whilst 
being bombarded with coloured powder paint! 

Dan’s Screening Programme Continues to Help Others
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Eric’s Walks
My walk for this issue is one recently undertaken by 
members of the Bignall End Wanderers, along with 
myself, Gill Wright, Leslie Symonds and new member 
Jane Berisford.

We started at the Miners Tub Memorial, across from 
the Plough Inn, we followed the track alongside the 
old railway line, starting down the drive to and past 
Diglake and turning right onto the lane up to the 
Monument.  

A really nice quiet way to get to the top for the great 
view.

From the Monument we headed to the B5500, 
crossing it and walked towards Wood Lane.  At the 
village turn and pick up the path towards Apedale 
Country Park.  Once in the park turn right on to 
Apedale Road, heading uphill towards the hamlet.  The 
next path on the right takes us past the radio mast to 
Halmer End.  Cross over and head into Bateswood 
Reserve and follow the path on the north side of the 
pool to Chapel Farm at the end of Red Hall Lane.  Left 
on to Shraley Brook Road and then right to Wynbrook 
and Ryehills.  Last bit is then down the “Lines” back to 
Bignall End.  

The walk works out at 7 miles with 850 feet of 
ascent, quite a good workout really.

If you would like to join Bignall End Wanderers you 
can do so by visiting our Facebook page and click join.  
Just search for Bignall End Wanderers.

We would welcome new members and also if you 
know of enjoyable walks, please let us know.         Eric.
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YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER •  QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

BEEF -  LAMB -  PORK -  FRESHLY COOKED MEATS -  HAM -  TONGUE -  CHEESE -  P IES -  BREAD -  CAKES -  OATCAKES

172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS   |    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK -  TEL : 01782 720737

August is going to be a busy month, we are 
supporting a screening day in Hilton, Derbyshire on 
the 12th and the following day Wood Lane Cricket 
club are hosting Dan’s second memorial 8 a side 
cricket tournament.  We have a special 11 a side game 
taking place at lunch time where a team of Stoke City 
old boys will be playing in a 10 over game against a 
team of local veterans, we are expecting many ex 
footballers to be in attendance such as Terry Conroy, 
Dennis Smith, Mike Pejic, John Marsh and many 
more.  There will be a kiddie’s play area, BBQ, Hog 
Roast, Gin Bar, Stalls, and Raffles etc, so it has the 
makings of a good day.  A former school friend of 
Dan’s, Emma Jeffries is doing a sponsored skydive 
during August with all the proceeds going to Dan’s 

fund.  On August the 19th The Boughey Arms will be 
holding a 12 hour darts marathon followed by a Tina 
Turner tribute act and there is a family fun day at the 
Royal Oak in Miles Green planned for the 27th of 
August. 

The next screening days funded by the very 
generous and kind donations of the community take 
place at Sir Thomas Boughey High school on 
September 2nd and 3rd.  Last year’s event significantly 
changed the lives of 2 local young people so we know 
that these screening days work and how important it is 
that we maintain our fund raising activities so that we 
can continue to bring CRY to our community for 
many years to come.                           Dave Hughes.
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The Big, The Small and the Deadly

“I’m bigger than you,” Rat said to Mouse.
“And my tail is longer too!”

“Oh dear!” Squeaked Mouse.  “I am a poor thing,
What on earth am I to do?”

“Well, you could eat plenty of cheese with plenty
of bread and drink several litres of milk.

Then you might grow.  Though I don’t think so,
But your fur will shine like silk”.

“I’m stronger than you,” Rat said to Mouse.
“And my life is worth more too!”

“Oh dear,” Squeaked Mouse, “I am a poor thing,
What on earth am I to do?”

“Well you could play, do sport with weight
lifting support and save your money in banks.

Then may be you’ll agree,
though I can’t really see.
Able to give me thanks”.

“He is bigger than you,” Cat said to Mouse.
“And my word he’s a lot fatter too!”

“Oh dear,” Squeaked Mouse.  Now safe in his house.
“Big smart strong wise Rat.
What are you going to do?
If you could be small like I,

Then instead of to die-
But alas it’s too late to get thinner.”

Then Mouse gave a sigh, when he heard
poor Rat cry, as he ended up

Pussy Cat’s dinner.
      Peter W Hodgkins.

Beautiful Butterfly Blue

Daintily dancing, dressed delicate blue,
Sumptuously seeking succulent stems to imbue.

Amid shrubs and flowers, pollen sweetly scented,
Lightly landing, - lingering moments contented.
Drinking divinely delicious nectar now granted,
From bloom to bloom where temptingly planted.

Simmering shimmering through sun’s golden rays,
Tactfully traversing, threading open displays.

Hours held hovering, happily over magical view,
This beautiful butterfly dressed delicate blue.

Peter W Hodgkins

Jojo’s
Dog grooming with  
the very best of care.

Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road 
Halmerend 
Stoke on Trent 
ST7 8BH



Tel: 01782 721 735 
Mob: 07900 601 160

Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

Operation Recollections

Before an operation my instructions were to fast
Food eaten prior to midnight would have to be the last

I’d enjoy until the surgeon had made incisions deep
When anaesthetised and groggy, I soundly fell asleep.

Awake a good time later feeling somewhat sore
I was pleased to see a friendly nurse standing at the door.

Then pleased and happy I was home to eat my favourite food
In the bosom of my family, content and in good mood.

But there was to be a problem, discomfort I’d endure
Desperate for some light relief I couldn’t take much more.

No one gave me good advice to warn of constipation
Until nature took its natural course promoting my elation.

                                              Derrick Bate

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 
Seasonal Bedding Plants & Shrubs

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

Poetry & Rhyme
Audley Community News offers the opportunity 
to publish Poetry or Rhymes written by members 
of our local community.

There is no restriction on age.  We welcome all.
If you feel that you would like to see your’s in 
print, just send a copy to the Editor, email, post or 
even a note through his door.
Contact details can be found in this magazine on 
page 3.    Editor.
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community Centre Castle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING
AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN

6-11YEAR OLDS
7pM - 8/9pM

JAN-JuLY TERM TIME
pLEASE CONTACT
ADAM 0778841441

CRAFT CLuB
         2.00 Entrance

£

MONDAYTHE ATTIC Charity Shop10.30am to 12.30pm
Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
Contact  Sheena  07779851739

TuESDAY

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  

WEDNESDAY
THE ATTIC  
Charity Shop & Coffee Morning
 8.30am until 12 noon

KIDDIES-messory sensory time

1pm-2.30pm : Contact Sam Lunt 
07946 386592

EQuIpILATES  7-9pm Contact 
Jo Titterton 07796 175128

THuRSDAY
Yoga - 10am until 11am

Contact: Sarah Smith 

07951 716580

sarah.jakaranda@outlook.com 

www.jakaranda.org

THuRSDAY EvENING

Ju-Jitsu - Self Defence~ 

6pm until 9.30pm. 

Contact: 
Deb. 01782 785791 pam. 01782 721577

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
 £

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

THE ATTIC CHARITY SHOP
IS NOW OPEN

Mondays - 10:30am to 12:30pm

Wednesdays - 8:30am to 12noon
Including Coffee Morning

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Saturday 25th November

12pm to 5pm
Bookings now being taken for 

Stalls and Attractions



LOCAL CRICkET

Development and positivity have been great attributes 
that have remained with Wood Lane Cricket Club 
throughout the year.  

The constant hard work from our team of volunteers 
in their many roles has once again ensured we have a 
beautiful ground to play cricket.  

The installation of the ground drainage system last 
year remained slightly evident but play was not 
disrupted by a water-logged ground when it rained. 

We all have wish lists and one of ours was to have an 
electronic score box.  We achieved this through the 
support of our members and sponsors.  The 
installation was completed before the season 

commenced.  
The new electronic 
scoreboard and 
repeater board 
above the dressing 
rooms is a fantastic 
achievement, it 
enables all 
spectators to view 
the score from any 
angle within the 
ground.

Our scorers were 
very quick to learn 
how to operate the 
new equipment and 
now we are linked 
into the new 
technology used to 

record the scores immediately.  
Our thanks are extended to James Menzies from JS 

Sports, our club kit suppliers.  We are hugely grateful 
for all his help throughout the project.  

Our Junior Section continued to succeed and the 
progress made by the coaches and players in their 
respective teams has been fantastic.  

The ECB Level 2 coaching course which was 
completed by eight of our club members was partially 
funded by the Sir Stanley Matthews Coaching 
Foundation.  

We had the pleasure of 
welcoming Jean & Bob 
Gough to Wood Lane to 
present our coaches with 
their coaching jackets.  
Our coaches explained to 
Jean how successful our 
Friday nights have been, 
over seventy 2–9year old 
children regularly attend, 
and how much the 
coaching has benefited 
the development of all 
our children.  Jean asked 
to come along and see for 
herself, she explained how 

she enjoys supporting development in all sports and 
encouraging good coaching skills.  The involvement of 
people like Jean and her foundation is excellent for 
sport throughout, and we are very grateful for her 
help.  Saturday mornings have been busy too with the 
under 8s having their first season together as a team.

Their confidence has grown tremendously, the 
weekend festivals have been occasions of great 
excitement and thanks must be given to the 
organisers, coaches and parents who have helped to 
make it all possible.  

Another important acquisition for Wood Lane has 
been the purchase of our own Emergency 
Defibrillator, the funds were raised by club members 
and our sincere thanks go to Mr Keith Gilbert who 
was instrumental in the fund raising having raised 
more than £750.  The machine has been installed 
outside the club house and once again this asset has 
been obtained to continue our development of the 
club.  To provide a service that we all hope will never 
be required. 

The club enjoyed supporting the Cricket Tournament 
in aid of the Dan Hughes Memorial Fund.  The club 
acknowledges their important work in providing the 
heart screening service to the young children in our 
area through the CRY Charity. Supporting our local 
community is something we wish to continue.  

The Future’s Looking Bright at Wood Lane Cricket Club
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LOCAL CRICkET

The club is available to hire for social or corporate 
functions in the daytime or evenings, we are happy to 
provide refreshments if required.  The club also 
welcomes any new members wanting to join especially 
during the winter months when we will be hosting 

many social events.
Please call in during our opening times or checkout 

our website at woodlane.play-cricket.com 
                                               Debra Garlick Chairperson
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            European EHIC card 
A valid European Health Insurance Card gives you the right to access state 
provided health care during a temporary stay in another European Economic 
Area (EEA) country or Switzerland. 
The EHIC covers treatment that is medically necessary until your planned return 
home.  Treatment should be provided on the same basis as it would to a resident 
of that country, either at a reduced cost or, in many cases, for free.
 
The EHIC is valid for up to five years.  Check your EHIC is still valid before you 
travel.  You can renew an EHIC up to six months before the expiry date, but 
anytime left on the card will not be added to your new card.                                                                                                          

                                                    
                                                            Travel Vaccinations                                                   
If you’re planning to travel outside the UK, you may need to be vaccinated against some of the serious diseases 
found in other parts of the world.  Vaccinations are available to protect you against infections such as yellow 
fever, typhoid and hepatitis A.  In the UK, the childhood vaccination programme protects you against a number 
of diseases, but doesn’t cover most of the infectious diseases found overseas.
You should get advice at least eight weeks before you’re due to travel, as some jabs need to be given well in 
advance.  
                                                         

About one in eight women in the UK are diagnosed with breast cancer during their lifetime.  There’s a good 
chance of recovery if it’s detected in its early stages.
Breast screening aims to find breast cancers early.  It uses an X-ray test called a mammogram that can spot 
cancers when they are too small to see or feel.  As the likelihood of getting breast cancer increases with age, all 
women who are aged 50-70 and registered with a GP are automatically invited for breast cancer screening every 
three years.
Most experts agree that regular breast screening is beneficial in identifying breast cancer early.  The earlier the 
condition is found, the better the chances of surviving it.
Ladies over the age of 70 can still be tested but would not normally be referred by their GP, so the over 70s 
should contact the screening clinic directly.

Address: Upper Huntbach St, Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent ST1 2BN     Phone: 0300 123 1463.

Anybody interested in the Audley Patient Group should contact the Chairman on 07765177239 or
Email audleypatientpanel@yahoo.com or dwh0101@gmail.com 
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Our theatre always looks to the future, however on this 
occasion I must mention the past.
Last year our choice of play included ‘Outside Edge,’ 
(you know, the cricket play!) and we are so very 
pleased to announce that it was the winner of the Best 
Drama Award in District 3 of the National Operatic 
and Dramatic Association for the 2016 season.

We were up against tough competition from a host 
of organisations within district 3, which includes Stoke 
on Trent, Newcastle and Stone.  It is always a bonus to 
have recognition for our hard work. 

The director of that play was Bryan Williams and he 
is the director of the next play that we are staging on 
October 18th to 21st.  I asked Bryan if he would write 
a few words to whet your appetites and he said that... 
‘the title of the next play is The Farndale Avenue 
Housing Estate Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic 
Society’s Production of A Christmas Carol.’ 

This will be our second attempt at this zany genre. 
The guild is in a festive mood as they assault the well 
known Dickensian story of A Christmas Carol.  All the 
standard characters and a few more, are in this version 
of the play! 

Seventeen characters are played by five cast 
members so there will be a lot of doubling or trebling 
going on.  They visit about twenty different places in 
and around London so expect a few frenetic moments.

Rehearsals are underway so the cast and crew have 
some enjoyable evenings ahead’...  All I can say is ‘Here 
we go again!’

Behind the scenes it is tidy up time and work 
sessions are being organised so that all members can 
help.  The front foyer is also due some refurbishment 
and that will go ahead over the summer ready for the 
2017/18 theatre.  The production committee continue 
to meet in order to choose plays for the future and the 
youth group are having a well deserved rest after their 
own show which was staged at the end of June.  The 
audiences’ reaction to their production of ‘Our Day 
Out’ by Willy Russell had the whole village talking.  It 
would seem the future of our little theatre will be 
secure with the talent that some of those young people 
have. 

Well done to them. 
All that remains is to say that you can catch up with us 
on our Facebook page and our website. 

The date of the box office opening for our next play 
will be on there soon, unless of course you are a 
member of the theatre and you will have your advance 
ticket form shortly. 

Don’t forget if you wish to become a member, you 
can always pop into the theatre on a Saturday morning 
for a form. 
Yvonne Johnson

Audley theatre 
news ...
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

St James’ Mothers’ Union

This year has been quite 
eventful for me so far as 
joint branch leader, having 
to try to fill Annette Dodd’s 
shoes when she was rushed 
into hospital in March. 

After quite a traumatic time we are relieved to say 
she is on the mend, and I can echo her thanks to 
everyone who sent cards, flowers, gifts and good 
wishes during her time of recovery.  Annette has 
played an important part in the running of Mothers’ 
Union in Audley, along with the backing of a very 
good committee, and I for one value her help 
enormously. 

Can I also extend my thanks to all the team for their 
great efforts in putting together the Spring Sale, which 
raised over £1200.  This money has been split between 
projects at home and overseas, as well as supporting 
the youth of the church.  Thank you to all who came 
and supported this event.

In March Elizabeth Broadhurst spoke to us about her 
trip to Cambodia and Vietnam.  The images were very 
moving and I am sure we all learned a great deal about 
two countries we have generally heard of, but know so 
little about. 

Our Easter meeting was a bring-and-share supper and 
we looked at Easter traditions around the world, 
combined with a picture quiz.  

As a worldwide organisation with over 4 million 
members in 83 countries, it is important that we try to 
find out about the work in those countries, and to that 
end in May we had a talk and slides by Beckie Babb.

She is a Sir Thomas Boughey school girl and 
member of St James’ Church, and she undertook a trek 
to Peru with staff and fellow pupils from the school. 

You may have seen her manning a stall at the 
various Christmas and summer fayres, helping to raise 
the £2000 plus she needed to take her on the trip.  She 
is a very determined young lady, who, despite having 
serious medical problems as a child, scaled the heights 
of Machu Picchu, a mere 2430m high! 

Whilst in Peru she also helped to build a school 
building.  Is there no end to her talents?

At our June meeting we learned a little bit more about 

Peru, along with several other countries, and the work 
of Mothers’ Union in them.  This was because our 
speaker was the Stoke Archdeaconry Leader, Deb 
Tudor.  From parenting classes, literacy classes, gender 
equality campaigning, sick visiting, fundraising, the 
list goes on.  I would urge anyone to visit the Mothers’ 
Union website and you will be amazed at what the 
organisation does, both here at home and overseas. 

If you happen to have walked by the hall on the 
evening of 20th July, you may have thought you were 
mistaken to hear Christmas carols! 

Well in July we write hundreds of Christmas cards for 
prisoners in Staffordshire prisons.  For some who have 
found themselves on the wrong side of the law it may 
be the only card they get. 

A lot of inmates have turned to crime as a result of 
homelessness, and have little or no contact with family 
members and friends.  Mothers’ Union recognises this 
and reaches out, albeit in a very small way. 

May I also say that we also work with victims of 
crime, as this comment has been made before. 

What I always say is “There but for the grace of God 
go I”.

If you would like to join us on August 17th we will be 
pleased to have Robert Edwards talk to us about a 
charity close to his heart called Mary’s Meals. 

We meet at 7:15 for coffee first followed by a time of 
fellowship and then our speaker. 

You are very welcome. 
Can I also recommend our new Facebook page, which 
I will endeavour to keep up to date, with all our news 
If you would like to know more then do get in touch 
with me, and I look forward to seeing you at one of 
our branch meetings at St James’ church hall, Audley.
                                                                 Josie Knight
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EvErything for your homE undEr onE roof            Silverdale  61-63 high StrEEt, SilvErdalE, nEwcaStlE, StaffS - St5 6ly

01782 624422

Manufacture, design and fit 
quality kitchens and bedrooms

www.ssfurniture.co.uk

The perfect bathroom  
solution for every home

www.blissbathrooms.co.uk

01782 626108

61~
63

Operation Christmas Child

“How time flies”, and “Is it that time of year again?” are 
two sayings I frequently hear when I tell people that 
the leaflets have arrived for this year’s Operation 
Christmas Child campaign.  

As you can imagine the task of organising a leaflet 
drop off to every home in the village is not a small one. 
Apparently some houses were missed last year, so do 
let us know if you were one of those. 

You can also obtain leaflets from the Health Centre, 
the Library, Bignall End Post Office, the Parish office 
and Purity. 

As I write this the temperature outside is in the high 
20s, so Christmas seems a long way away, but I know 
some people like to start to fill their boxes early to 
spread the cost.  This makes sense as Christmas is an 
expensive time for most people.
I would like to say a big thank you to all those who 

visited our stall and bought items or a raffle ticket at 
the Community Day at Audley Methodist chapel, and 
also those who bought items at the stall on the CARA 
fun day.  In total so far I have banked £125 towards the 
shipping costs of this year’s boxes. 

As last year’s Alessi meal was such a success I plan to 
organise another one, so watch this space!

If you feel you could spare a morning, or a couple of 
hours, delivering leaflets in the village we do have a 
few streets available.  People have had to drop out, for 
various reasons and the more volunteers we have, the 
fewer streets have to be covered by each person.
Look out for the notices too for our “shoe box filling 
day” 30th September between 10am and 12pm.  We 
would be very happy to see you, and we have such a 
good time too.  Last year we filled over 100 boxes on 
that morning, see photograph.  Items to go in the shoe 
boxes are always well received too, and you can drop 
them off any time at the Parish office, where I can 
collect them. 

Situations we see every day on the news remind us of 
how lucky we are in this country, and although we are 
not going to change the lives of these children in such 
dire need, we can make a small difference. 

In a loveless war torn area, we can bring just a 
glimmer of hope, to let them know that we haven’t 
forgotten them.  So many people I speak to in the 
village say they look forward to packing their boxes 
each year, and a little bit of love goes into each one. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

You can contact me to obtain a leaflet or a shoebox, 
or to volunteer on:
OCC@knightingale.org.uk
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Audley Male Voice Choir
Some organisations 
have a quiet time in 
Summer, but not our 
Choir.  We have had a 
busy and successful 
series of Concerts 
over the summer so 
far, and there is more 
to come.

The main concert 
event for our year was 
our performance at 
the Victoria Hall 
Hanley on the 14th of 
May with the World 

Champion Cory Band.  Both Choir and Band gave a 
good account of themselves and were massively 
appreciated by the audience.  We have received lots of 
complimentary feedback from concert visitors, with 
many at the end leaving the venue wanting more. 

On the 17th of June we had a most successful Concert 
at Rickerscote Church, Stafford to commemorate their 
60th anniversary.  On the 24th of June we had a sell out 
concert at St Mary’s Alsager where we were joined on 
stage by the Royal Stoke University Ladies Choir, this 
event raised more than £1800 for the excellent charity 
Mary’s Meals (//www.marysmeals.org.uk.).  There is an 
additional item about this concert in our featured 
soloist section at the end of this report.

In a break from our usual performances, on 
Saturday 22nd of July the Choir sang as incidental 
entertainment at a really nice wedding at Wrenbury 
Hall (www.wrenburyhall.co.uk).  Perhaps it will 
become fashionable to hire a choir at weddings; it 
certainly made a difference to this happy event.

Before the Choir Tour in the West of Scotland in 
October, we look forward to a concert in Wolstanton 
Methodist Church on the 29th of July and at 
Llandudno on Sunday the 3rd of September.

Featured Soloist this issue pictured is Nigel Evans.

Nigel lives in Bucknall and is a Baritone soloist.  He 
joined the choir in November 2016 and this is his first 
experience of singing in a male voice choir having sung 
in mixed voice choirs, largely in a church setting, since 
the age of 7.  He has sung many solo pieces as part of 
these choirs, first as a boy soprano and then as 
Baritone.  In his 20s he became the lead vocalist of a 
more informal group of church musicians leading sung 
worship on a weekly basis.

After some years away from singing regularly, he is 
delighted to be a part of Audley Male Voice Choir and 
enjoying the challenge of learning and performing 
many different styles of music.  In turn the Choir 
consider themselves to be very fortunate to have Nigel, 

with his great voice, as part of our musical 
performances.  Nigel’s recent knock out performance 
of Summer Nights as “Danny” from the film Grease 
was a highlight of this concert at St Mary’s Alsager.

Outside of the choir Nigel works as a Vicar, having 
previously been a primary school teacher.  He is 
married to Penny and has 3 children and loves to 
holiday in France.  
He enjoys socialising with friends, good food, malt 
whiskey and loves to spend time working in the 
garden.  
He is a passionate Derby County fan (he’s a Derbyshire 
lad at heart) and looks forward to the day when they 
meet Stoke City competitively!                                                      
Davie.

HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING, 
HOLISTIC THERAPY,  

PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581

www.puritybyandreajayne.com 
Find us on 

Purity
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Audley Library 
And 

Information Centre
During the Audley Goes Purple week on Saturday 16th 
September, the library will be open, and we invite 
residents and visitors to come in and chat to the 
volunteers and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and see 
what we have to offer, and what services we can 
provide in the future.

Summer Reading Challenge.  Anyone who has taken 
part in the challenge will need to have it completed by 
September 11th.

Audley Health Centre Patients’s Panel.  A 
representative from the panel was in attendance on 
22nd June as part of a trial in order to promote the 
service with a view to holding regular sessions on 
various aspects of health and well being.

Home Reader Service.  If any resident is interested in 
using this service please contact the library for more 
information and to arrange a visit.

Audley Book Club.  Meets on 1st Thursday of the 
month 2pm to 3pm.  A book is selected by the group 
to be read and then discussed at the next meeting.  If 
you are interested in joining the group, contact the 
library or just come along.  New members are always 
welcome.

Class Visit.  In July a class of children from Christ 
Church Primary School in Fenton visited the library 
and were shown around, and had the opportunity to 
look at the range of children’s books on display.  We 
invite other schools to visit the library. 
For information on how the library can be used as part 
of class projects, contact Liz Hough at the library.

the time.
A planned memorial walk from each of the villages 

where the miners lived, to the site of the Minnie Pit 
will take place on 13th January 2018 and we are 
looking for 248 volunteers, boys and men, to represent 
those who left home for work that day;

Apedale Heritage Centre plan an exhibition which 
can tour into community centres and schools, and a 
documentary play with the New Vic will draw upon a 
book written by local historian Christine Lamb will 
include a community cast.

More meetings and workshops are planned to take 
place from September onwards and all are welcome to 
get involved.

There is a Minnie Pit Centennial Commemoration 
Facebook page that people can join and for further 
information people can email me on 
sue4audleyandbignallend@gmail.com

By Sue Moffat
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Minnie Pit Disaster Centennial 
•	 On 12th January 1918 the usual Saturday morning 

rhythm of life in Halmerend High Street was 
brought to a devastating halt.

An explosion at the Minnie Pit at approximately 
9.45am, only a few hours after the men and boys had 
left their homes for a shift in the mine, saw Halmerend 
Methodist Chapel turn from a place of planned 
festivities for local pensioners, into a morgue where 
the bodies of those killed in the disaster were laid out.

The tragedy prompted WW1 war poet Wilfred 
Owen to write an immediate response bringing about 
his first published poem MINERS, drawing a direct 
link between the men and boys working underground, 
to literally ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’ and the 
men and boys fighting in the trenches.

For Halmerend and the surrounding villages there 
was barely a household unaffected.  Out of the 248 
colliers who left home for work on that Saturday 
morning only 93 returned to their families.

155 boys and men were killed.
The names of those killed are names that we 

recognise today in our schools and chapels, through 
our friends and neighbours and community groups 
and societies.

The hundredth anniversary of the disaster gives us 
an opportunity to come together to re-connect with 
the community affected by the Minnie Pit disaster; the 
colliers and the rescuers, the families and their 
experiences, the community members and how people 
lived and came together.

As well as paying our respects in memorial to the 
boys and men lost, we have a chance to pay tribute to 
the sense of community that existed and survived 
through rediscovering for ourselves and future 
generations the culture and heritage of our coal 
mining villages.

Over a number of months local people have come 
together in meetings hosted at Halmerend Chapel and 
The ‘Stute’ (the Miners Institute in Halmerend) sharing 
ideas of how we can best mark the centennial year with 
community events which could take place throughout 
2018 and beyond.

The meetings have convinced me that the spirit of 
our communities is alive and kicking and some 
fantastic ideas have been brought forward.

We are fortunate to have both a male voice choir and 
a ladies choir in our midst as well as an amazing brass 
band, prompting ideas of newly commissioned music 
to mark the centennial.

Many community groups have began to design and 
make ‘banners’ in the tradition of the amazing colliery 
banners which now mainly adorn the Miners Hall in 
Barnsley.

There is a suggestion to play the football match 
which was abandoned because of the disaster, one 
team playing in a 1918 kit and the other in modern 
day outfits, and the Audley District Anglers Club plan 
a family fishing match at ‘Cloggers Pool’ using the 
fishing gear that would have been used by anglers at 
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A huge thank you to everyone 
who supported Audley Parish 
Goes Pink for the past three 
fantastic years, however we 
have listened to many of your 
comments and it has been 
decided to give our full 
support to Cancer Research 
UK.
This will help to enable 
research into all 200 known 

cancers.  We are now being told that cancer affects 1 in 
2 of us so lets get behind this and help to beat cancer.
A few of our supporters did not like us losing Pink 
Week, but with us teaming up with Cancer Research 
UK this has created so much more enthusiasm.

The late Dylis Cornes was so passionate about Pink 
Week and only days before she was taken ill she 
attended our meeting and could not wait to get things 
started and this is why after her sad loss to our 
community we are now devoting our next campaign 
Audley Parish Fights Cancer in her memory.

This year the Gala Day will be held on Saturday 
September 16th, but in fact events will be held during 
the previous week as follows.

Friday 8th September the ladies from St. James’ 
Church Audley will be serving tea, coffee and cakes, 
plus a raffle from 9.45am to 11.45am in the church 
hall, plus also a chance to pick up a bargain from one 
of their stalls.

Saturday 9th September there will be held a beginners 
course set out in Leddys Field at the end of Hall Street 
which will be run by the Audley Parish Bowmen from 
10am to midday.

Also on the 9th September St James’ Bell Ringers will 
be ringing their bells between 10.30am and midday 
and if anyone is interested in learning the art of Bell 
Ringing lessons will be given on the day.

Monday 11th September we will be holding a Curry 
Night at the Alessi Restaurant in Church Street Audley, 
the restaurant is always willing to help charities and we 
know that the food will be delicious.
Tickets are only £12.50 please contact Peter Shore 0n 
01782 721069 or email petershore1@outlook.com

On Gala Day Saturday 16th September the Deputy 
Mayor and Town Crier will be visiting the village from 
10am and Shaun our local butcher will be providing 
his famous Hog Roast from 11am.
Audley WI will be providing a cake stall next to the 
Hog Roast in the Audley village.

During Gala Day there will be a host of things going 
on in and around the village including a Bouncy Castle 

Forthcoming Event Audley Parish Fights Cancer
for children in Margaret’s Garden and Hit Mix 107.5 
our local Radio Station will be broadcasting live next 
to the Co op Store, please call into the Co op there will 
be a surprise or two waiting for you.
The Star Bikers will once again be with us displaying 
their beautiful bikes and also the Scooter Club will be 
parading in the village.
Audley First Responders will be joining in the FUN 
and get the kids (and mums and dads) down for our 
Face Painter the big colour is PURPLE.
The Ist St Andrews’ Porthill Scout Drumming Corps 
will be marching from the Audley Community Centre 
at 11am and then entertain the people of the village 
later in the morning.
Margaret and Tracy will be holding a Cake Stall from 
10am to 2pm at 79 Church Street Audley and they will 
also be selling fresh and artificial PURPLE flower 
arrangements, please come and support this worthy 
cause.
Audley Ladies Choir will be at the Audley Methodist 
Church Hall with a Concert and Coffee Morning from 
10.30am to 12.30pm on the Gala Day.
Peak Pursuits will have their Climbing Wall erected 
on the Audley Community Library car park during the 
Gala morning, please call into the library and enjoy 
refreshments and meet the wonderful volunteers, you 
will be most welcome.
At 12 noon everyone should make their way to the 
Boughey Arms Public House to see the two 
magnificent Shire Horses, Bomber and Wainwright, 
also have a go at their raffle where there is a major 
prize to be won.  There will be a beginners course set 
out again by Audley Parish Bowmen in Leddys Field 
from 10am till Midday.
St James’ Bell Ringers will be ringing their bells 
between 9.30am and 10.30am, why not have a go 
yourself?  If anyone is interested in learning Bell 
Ringing lessons will be provided between 10.30am and 
midday.  St. James’ Tower will be open to the public 
from noon until 4pm, this is a rare chance not to be 
missed, with fabulous views of our lovely Parish.
Audley Cricket Club will be holding a Disco Evening 
and Raffle supporting Audley Parish Fights Cancer, 
please contact Audley Cricket Club on 01782 721344 
for details.
Linda and Paul invite you to their Audley Parish 
Fights Cancer Fancy Dress Party on the Gala evening, 
held at the Swan Inn Public House Chapel Street 
Bignall End, refreshments with an artist to be 
confirmed and prizes for the Best Fancy Dressed on 
the night.
Watch for the posters about the Audley Patients Panel 
event during the weeks following Audley Parish Fights 
Cancer.  This will be held at the same time as the Flu 
Injection Clinic, so you may get your injection and 
support their event at the same time.  
A big thank you to all our sponsors, their names will 
be in the flyers, please make use of their services.  We 
also wish to give a special thanks to Tim Madew for all 
his help.                                                        Peter Shore.                                                          
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Views from the Vicarage:
Dear Friends,
Whatever our views on the 
final result, Audley was an 
exciting place to be in the 
recent General Election.

This was the first election 
Nikki and I have been here for, 
and we felt right at the heart of 
a national drama.

No one could say our 
community’s votes didn’t count 
– the Newcastle MP, Mr 
Farrelly, was sent back to 
Westminster with a majority of 
just 30.  

I won’t say who I voted for, 
but the thing that I was struck 

by during the election was that the candidates offered, 
and the electorate demanded, two very different things 
from the leadership.  

Mrs May offered us ‘Strong and Stable leadership.’  
Mr Corbyn offered us ‘an end to austerity’.  

Those on the political right told us Mr Corbyn was 
weak, and those on the left told us Mrs May lacked 
compassion (whether you believe either or both of 
those claims, and what you think of the other parties is 
none of my business!).  
Since then, I’ve been thinking about how few leaders 
have a reputation for both strength and compassion.  
It’s not hard to think of strong and stable leaders in 
world history, but not many of them were famous for 
their compassion.  

Genghis Khan, Hitler and Stalin were strong leaders, 
but none of us would want them as our rulers.  On the 
other hand, a well-intentioned and kindly leader who 
can’t get anything done leaves a power vacuum that 
will quickly be filled by chaos.  
That problem goes broader than just politics – we see it 
all over the place.  

Should a parent be hard and strict about discipline 
or should they be soft and let anything go?  

Would we rather a school teacher was friendly but 
ineffective, or a bit harsh and in control?  We don’t 
want those to be the only options, but it’s so easy for 
each of us to lean too far in one direction or the other.  
It’s good for us to be aware of our own character in 
different situations – are we normally tempted to be 
too weak or too harsh?

I love the way the Bible shows us another way.  The 
Bible’s astonishing claim is that Jesus is the great King 
who rules over everything.  His rule is the ultimate 
‘Strong and Stable government’.

But the Bible also shows him as full of compassion 
with no ‘austerity’.  Could he be exactly the leader we 
were longing for without realising it?  

One way to investigate further would be to join us at 
Getting to Know – a course over 5 Monday evenings in 
September/October at St James Church.  

The course is designed to help everyone who comes 
to get to know new people in the area, and to get to 
know the evidence for who Jesus is so we can make 
our own minds up.  You’d be really welcome – please 
come along if you’d like to!
With love and best wishes, Simon Tomkins 
Vicar, St. James Audley and St. Johns Alsagers Bank.
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We would like to begin by reflecting on the final term 
of Sir Thomas Boughey High School.  It was a very 
busy year.  We had a new Headteacher (now Principal), 
we had an Ofsted visit which gave the school plenty to 
focus on, and of course, as of September we are now 
known as Sir Thomas Boughey Academy and part of 
United Endeavour trust.

The start of a new academic year leads us to extend a 
warm welcome to our Year 7 pupils.  We are sure their 
time here will be filled with new experiences, fond 
memories and, of course, challenge.  

Challenge and competition were certainly in evidence 
during the annual Sports Day – which, back in July, 
was won by Heathcote house.  It was a glorious 
afternoon on the track, with the entire school offering 
their support and encouragement to all the 
competitors, regardless of their house.  We are all 
eagerly anticipating the new House competitions that 
will be running this year.

The transition from primary to secondary school for 
our new Year 7 has been eased by weekly visits to the 
school.  During the last academic year, pupils from 
local primary schools visited Sir Thomas Boughey 
every Friday to take part in a wide range of lessons. 
This is something that is continuing this academic 
year, although in a slightly different format.  Teaching 
staff from school will be regularly visiting our primary 
schools to deliver lessons and help forge those vital 
links ready for next year’s transition process.

In July we held taster and transition days for (at the 
time) Year 5 and Year 6 pupils.  Feedback from the 
pupils who were present, (and subsequently their 
parents) was incredibly positive and this is something 
as a school we are keen to develop further.  Given how 
well received the taster days were, it is no surprise to 
see how well the new Year 7 have settled into life at Sir 
Thomas Boughey.

As is always the case with a new academic year, we 
immediately begin to plan for the next year.  With this 
in mind, our current Year 6 Open Evening will take 
place on Tuesday 26th September 2017 from 6pm 
– 9pm.  This evening provides an excellent opportunity 
for parents and prospective pupils to have a look at the 
school, talk to pupils and staff and see some work in 
action.  It really is an evening not to be missed.

Reflecting on the period of Work Experience, we 
would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to all those people 
who offered placements for the Year 10 students.  Once 
again, the fortnight was very successful and a large 
number of pupils have received glowing references 
and, in some cases, even job offers! 

We must also mention the Y11 Leavers’ Dinner at 

Keele Hall.  It was a wonderful evening and all the 
students looked fantastic.  They represented the school 
in a manner that made parents, pupils and staff 
incredibly proud.

Our annual Year 11 Mock Interview Evening is 
scheduled to take place on Tuesday 11th February.  
During this evening, our pupils are interviewed by 
professionals from a range of organisations and career 
paths.  It is an incredibly valuable evening as our pupils 
receive first-hand experience of an interview situation 
skills they are then able to apply to the real world.  If 
you would like to take part in this event and become 
an interviewer for the evening, please contact the 
school.  Your support would be very welcome.  

Even though it is still very early in the academic year, 
we already have many exciting events planned.  Y11 
Drama students are going to Chester on Wednesday 
11th October to see a performance of ‘Blood Brothers’ 
and the GCSE Geography students continue their 
fieldwork from 16th – 19th October.

A full calendar is available on the website, but a couple 
of dates you might like to note in your diary:
Tuesday 12th December (7pm) – Year 7 Christmas 
Concert

Thursday 10th May (7pm) – Celebration of Music 
evening.
Your support at such evenings is always much 
appreciated. 

Finally, for frequent updates on the latest news and 
photographs regarding pupils’ achievements and 
activities, please visit the school’s website and 
Facebook pages.

Sir Thomas Boughey 2017

FRONT COVER IMAGE
We once again wish to thank Tom Dunn for the use of 
one of his local excellent nature photographs used on 
the front cover of this magazine.  The photograph was 
taken of Mallard ducklings on Cloggers Fishing Pool, 
just off Red Hall Lane in Halmer End.
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

Ju-Jitsu Awards
Congratulations are in order 
as local martial arts students 
passed their exams.  Well 
done to the 90 students who 
passed their Gradings on Sun 
16th July 2017 at three local 
World Ju-Jitsu Federation 
clubs by demonstrating a 
wide range of throwing, joint 
manipulation, blocking and 
striking techniques.
Each student completed their 
exam with flying colours.

Rewards come with hard work and dedication as 
shown by the 6 students who also won a trophy for 
their efforts.  The Student of Merit Trophy has been 
presented since 1986 and is awarded for good attitude, 
attendance and hard work in training along with good 
manners and was won by Saleh Mansour 
(WJJFOSSMA), Katie Bowers (WJJF Staffs) and 
Andrew Wood (WJJF Congleton).  Best 
AttendanceTrophies were won by Harry Fairclough 
(WJJF OSSMA), Sunny Clayton (WJJF Staffs) & 
Conah Hawtin (WJJF Congleton).  Developed in 
Japan, Ju-Jitsu was used by the infamous Samurai 
Warriors and in keeping with this the WJJF still 
practice the ancient art of weaponry as shown on 
Grading Day by the clubs’ 12 Brown belts, Blacks & 
Gold Tabs who passed their Kata & Weaponry Merit 
Badges. 

Chief Instructor Sensei Deb Forster-Sharples would 
like thank all of the technical officers who came to 
grade the students on the day, Kan-Cho Robert Hart, 
Senseis Russ Walsh, Lee Nelson & Oliver Bullock and 
of course all of the helpers who regularly attend and 
assist in the running of all 3 clubs.  Special thanks to 
the administration people behind the scenes who 
ensure all Budo-Passes, belts and certificates are ready 
for the big day.  Sensei Deb said “We are proud of our 
members’ achievements and certain they will continue 
to impress when the 6 Brown Belts strive towards their 
prestigious Black belt Gradings in October along with 
their 8 Junior Black belts working towards their Gold 
Tabs”.  Three of these higher-grade students Michael 
Bygrave, Jack Durrant & James Carvell recently 
attended a Junior Leadership Course at HQ in 
Liverpool in order to start their transition into 
qualified coaches & instructors.  Sensei Deb would like 
to thank all of the students, parents and families for 
their support during this, her first year of running all 3 

clubs under the name ABCMartial Arts (Audley, 
Blurton & Congleton).  Also the help & support from 
WJJF HQ and of course for them raising £3000 
towards Becca’s Wish to Walk.  Becca is a student from 
WJJF Congleton who has Spastic Cerebral Palsy and 
needs to raise money towards her on-going treatment 
after her life changing operation in America to help 
meet her goal to walk unaided. Recent reviews on their 
Facebook page state ‘My 9 year old son attends 
sessions in Audley - he absolutely loves it.”  The 
sessions are friendly, fun and high energy.  It is nice to 
see some old students returning to teach after a few 
years away and bringing their children to start on their 
Ju-Jitsu journey, with the continuing success of these 
thriving Ju-Jitsu clubs in Staffordshire & Cheshire. 

New students Juniors 5 ½ years + and Seniors aged 
16 years + are always welcome to train under fully 
qualified, insured and DBS checked coaches at any of 
the 3 clubs.  

WJJF OSSMA Tues at Ormiston Academy ST3 3JT, 
WJJF Congleton Wed & Sat at Congleton Leisure 
Centre CW12 1DT and WJJF Staffordshire,on Thurs at 
Audley Community Centre ST7 8DH.  

Please email senseideb@hotmail.co.uk to find out 
further information.       Debbie.



wHATS GOING ON IN AND AROUND THE PARISH

Around Audley Calendar 2018 

Available from early October 2017 and will cost 
£8, with all profits going to Audley & Kidsgrove 
Community First Responders and Harp of Gold.
Contact Duncan for details:  07752 042688
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Audley Reading Group
Is reading your pleasure?

Would you like the opportunity to read different 
genres?

Would you like to meet people and make new friends?

ALL FOR FREE.
Audley Reading Group is the answer.

A small group of like minded book lovers meet on the 
first Thursday of every month in Audley Community 
Library at 2pm.  The books I have most recently 
enjoyed are books I would never have chosen myself.  
The group choose them.  Widen your reading 
experiences so come and join us
For further information please ask at the Library.
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Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARk ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

Tel: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
email:  sales@williamrileys.co.uk

williAm riley & sons ltd.

seedsmen - ironmongers - hArdwAre - 
AgriculturAl & horticulturAl merchAnts

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
calor gas...and more.

Open: monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

            saturday 9am to 12.30pm.

 SEASONAL BEDDING PLANTS 

BULBS AND SEEDS
GARDENING NEEDS FOR ALL

HORSLEYS

LOGS,  
COAL &  
STICKS 

FOR SALE

DIy TOOLS & SUPPLIES

SAND | CEmENT | PLASTER

WOOD | GLASS | PAINT

GARDEN TOOLS

BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS

hORSE & DOG FEED

EvErything 
you nEEd undEr 

onE roof

H o rt i c u lt u r a l  &  D o m e s t i c  H a r Dwa r e

63 cHurcH street, auDley.  tel: 01782 720507

frEE LoCAL dELivEryfrEE LoCAL dELivEry



Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854   www.potterieswaste.co.uk 

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE 

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
floor tiling specialist

The regions premier floor tilers
floors removed, made good

floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial

free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

At competitive prices. 
Tel 07989 567227

Brochures & Samples available

84 Stephens way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL

Email: creativewallsandfloors@mail.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

elecTrOnic cigareTTeS aVailaBle

 

dAily pApers - mAgAzines - sweets - 
chocolAte - household needs

Best vAlue locAlly.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a dvd for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night / 
20 new releases every month.  need to send 
a fax or have something laminated?  
we are agents for DrY cleaning.


