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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel street Bignall End - linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

Tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’  

      Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ 
      £2.20 per pint  5pm-8pm. 

     Draught & Cask Beers
 Oakhams Academy of Excellence

A Very Merry Christmas 
linda & Paul your hosts

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tel: Clare 07808 192011

++

EVERY OTHER 
SATURDAY 

NIGHT

ADveRTS
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Dear Readers.
Welcome to our final issue for 
2016, where have all those months 
gone?  It only seems like yesterday 
since we were celebrating our 50th 
issue in December 2015, but we are 
now just a few weeks away from 
the festive season of 2016.

During the past twelve months 
our magazine has continued to 
flourish and we are hoping to carry 
on in the same footsteps during 
2017.

2016 has seen a number of 
obstacles brought to our parish, 
with bridges being closed for 
repairs and what seems to be the 
dragged out repairs along Wereton 
Road Audley, that never seem to 
end and of course the new refuse 
recycle system which took far 
longer to sort out than expected.

Hopefully now our recycle 
collection will soon be back to 
normal, but many people have said 
how much easier it would have 
been just to give us one new recycle 
bin, instead of all those boxes.

Once again our local volunteers 
have been active with their fund-
raising events.  We should be so 
proud to live in a parish with so 
many active people who freely give 
up their leisure time for others.

Sadly the British weather spoiled 
CARA’s annual FUN DAY, but I’m 
sure they will bounce back in 2017.

Hopefully there will be exciting 
times ahead for The Attic, our 
village charity shop, now run from 
the Audley & District Community 
Centre.

Sue Harrison, Dot Bourne and 
all the community centre 
volunteers have spent months in 
preparing the shop and it is well 
worth a visit.

Not forgetting Ron who takes on 
any task that is needed at the 
Centre to provide the village with 
such services.

We also have to congratulate 
Mike Joynson and his team of 
volunteers who are transforming 
the Institute in Halmer End into 
there own village Community 
Centre.  This is now providing the 
village with the much needed 
meeting place and recreational area 
that has been lacking for so many 
years in Halmer End.  Well done.

Finally I wish to thank everyone 
who helps to make this magazine 
so successful and wish everyone a 
Very Happy Christmas and a 
Prosperous New Year.  

                     E. Moulton Editor.

100th Birthday Celebrations for Beatrice
Wilbraham House resident Beatrice Lavinia Martin 
is seen pictured with some of her family members 
who came to help celebrate her 100th birthday on 
13th October 2016 at the care home.

Beatrice was born in 1916 at number 59 Albert 
Street, Bignall End and was the second child of the 
Cartwright family.  She attended the local schools 
and at the age of 14 went into service with a family 
in Basford.

Beatrice was married in December 1938 to 
Charles Martin at the Audley parish church and 
during their happy marriage they were blessed with 
5 children.  Sadly Charles passed away in 1959.

During her working life Beatrice worked for the 
Rists Wires and Cables factory in Newcastle and 
then went on to become a home help before 
retiring aged 70.

Since her retirement Beatrice has enjoyed a 
happy and independent life.  In 2013 aged 97 she 
needed 24 hour care and she decided to move into 
the Wilbrahams House care home.  We all wish 
Beatrice a Very Happy Birthday.

feATUReS
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Music Thru The Decades 2016
June Ward organised, produced and directed 
“Music Thru the Decades” at Audley Theatre on 
Saturday 18 June 2016 raising funds for 
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Guests of honour were the Deputy Mayor and 
Mayoress of Newcastle, Cllr Ian Wilkes and Mrs 
Wilkes, with Mr Dennis Vickers representing 
Macmillian Cancer Support.

Ron Bourne presented the show, in his own 
inimitable style, playing to an almost packed 
theatre.  
The show opened with Molly’s rendition of Kathy 
Come Home (Heathcliffe) which got the show got 
off to a great start.  Energetic Studio S Dancers 
from Alsager were next on the bill.  Joe Hearson 
followed with a medley of popular songs from a 
number of decades.

Tim Becket’s playing of the saxophone was both 
haunting and entertaining.  Molly and the children 
followed and the first half closed with Pigman and the 
Rubber Band.  Their music is a unique fusion of 
rough-edge blues, gospel, strange folk and primitive 
jazz, although they overran their slot the audience was 
delighted with their music.  

10 year old Archie was a delight to watch on the 
washboard.
The second half opened with Molly and the children 
singing Getting To Know You.  This was followed by 
the excellent Ladies Choir with Easter Bonnet, and 
accompanying Joe Hearson singing Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.  Tim came back with the classic Baker Street, a 
joy to listen to.  

Studio S Dancers again delighted the audience with 
their vitality and imaginative lighting.

At the end of the performance Ron Bourne (see 
above representing the organisation) presented a 
cheque for £1203 to Dennis Vickers representing the 
Macmillian Cancer Support Group.  This amount has 
now increased to £1300 with the sale of DVDs of the 
show.

We also have now been informed that June Ward the 
organiser of the show has deservedly been presented 
with a Bronze Achievement Leaf which now stands in 
the reception of the Hospice.  

We send our congratulations to June and all her 
helpers not forgetting all of the artists who took part.

spinning
CLAssEs

profEssionAL 
nutritionAL 

ADViCE

CirCuit 
trAining

pErsonAL 
trAining

KorE fitnEss, stonEwALL inDustriAL EstAtE, siLVErDALE
www.KorEfitnEss.Co.uK   KorEfitnEss

  KArL - 07947566670  or  BEn - 07881205684

 

Most makes of stoves are now available.

PlEAsE COnTACT us fOR An APPOInTMEnT

Appointments can be made for any day including Sundays.

Contact Richard 07432 091 699

ThE sTOVE EMPORIuM lTD.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk

feATUReS fROM AROUND OUR PARISH
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Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  The Cobbles  36/38 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.

CARpeTS AT wARehouSe pRICeS
GooDmAN & SoNS mIll clEArANcE cArpEtS Established 30 years

80/20 Wool twists british made 
rrp £15.99 p.s.y - our price £10.50 p.s.y

Hessian back Stain resistant carpet £7.80 p.s.y

bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y

100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices

cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y

prESENt tHIS ADvErt to rEcEIvE £10 off orDErS ovEr £100

Heathcote Street,  chesterton, Newcastle under lyme Tel: 01782 562245

moN, tUES, WED, frI, SAt 10.30  - 5.30. tHUrS 10.30 - 4. opEN SUNDAY 10.30 - 2

The Cobbles

Audley’s new Scouting Year got off to an exciting start 
with, ‘The Wildest Party Ever’, at Chester Zoo!

The County of Staffordshire chose to play its part in 
the world-wide celebrations of 100 years of Cubs, by 
camping overnight at the zoo.

So the weekend of the 24-25th September found 28 
Cubs, leaders and parent helpers from Audley, 
amongst 1200 other Cubs from all over Staffordshire!  

Our Cubs designed flags for their tents, so that we 
could find them amongst the hundreds pitched there.

The ‘festival vibe’ continued as everyone celebrated, 
partied and toured the zoo dressed in animal onesies!

A fun-filled weekend, where our Cubs also 
recognised they are part of a much bigger movement.  

Our Scouts joined the Volunteering Day at Silverdale 
Country Park, where they helped with cleaning out 
hedges and learned some hedge-laying skills!

The Park Ranger led them on a walk there in the 
summer and volunteering to help was the Scouts way 
of supporting this super local natural area.

October saw them checking on their handiwork as 
they spent a weekend walking through several of our 
local country parks and camping overnight (thank you 
Mr. & Mrs. Mayer!)

Our 3rd section, the Beavers, would like to thank the 
villagers of Audley who welcomed them into their 
gardens to raid their apple and damson trees!  There 

followed our own ‘bake-off ’, fruit crumbles!
Also, foraging for hazelnuts whilst box-sledging, 

harvesting our potatoes and onions from our ‘mini 
backyard allotment’.

It all seems to be about food at Beavers!
We continue to have a waiting list to join Beavers & 

Cubs, plus a dedicated group of leaders and very 
supportive parents.  We would also welcome and 
support anyone who might like to come and help.

Perhaps with a view to doing their Scout leader 
training.  Contact Gill Wright at 01782 723147

Audley’s 
Cubs
Beavers 
& Scouts 
2016

feATUReS
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Well another year has gone by and 
what a busy year it has been, 
culminating in another great day on 
17th September, when the village 
buzzed and much fun took place.  

We had several new people 
supporting the day as well as the 
return of some of the people who 
have been loyal supporters over the 
two previous years.

This year we started with bell 
ringing and archery on Saturday 10th 
September, followed by a meal at 
Alessi on the Monday evening which raised a fantastic 
amount.

On Saturday the 17th we had music provided by Hit 
Mix, our local radio station based in Alsagers Bank 
and a visit from the local First Responders.  

We also had the motor bikes, vintage cars providing 
trips around our village run by Mike Symons and stalls 
of sweets and flowers, along with the WI cake stall and 
the annual hog roast.  

There was also a visit from the Thwaites’s brewery 
Shire horses, Wainwright and Bomber, two absolutely 
fantastic looking animals, so gentle but so powerful, 
they were on a visit to the Boughey Arms Public 
House.  

Sadly due to unforeseen circumstances Peak 
Pursuits were unable to get the climbing wall into 
place on the Audley Library car park for the children.  

The Bell Tower opened up for us and rang the bells 
and along with the archers offered taster sessions.  We 
understand that someone had a go on the bells who 
has not rung for many years.  

Halmer End Institute which has recently re-opened 
were open on the Saturday and had been serving 
afternoon teas (which were a treat) during the week to 
help raise funds.

We also had in attendance two police dogs and their 
handler who had just returned to work having had 
breast cancer and now spends a lot of her time raising 
money for breast cancer.  The dogs were a great hit 
with the people of the village. 

The dog in the centre of the photograph above was 
George a 9 year old Labrador, with his handler PC. 
Karen Bloor.  George is stationed at Stafford and 
specialises in locating drugs, cash and firearms.

We were once again supported by the Mayor of 
Newcastle, our own Ian Wilkes, who with help from 
the children of the parish and their parents, released 
the balloons which had been provided by the staff 
from the village Co-op Store.

The Town Crier, Gordon Brayford of Newcastle, was 
also in attendance.

 The evening was a feast of fun with music and 
dancing at several venues including Audley Cricket 

Club, The Swan Bignall End and The Plough.
So the work of finding a cure for Breast Cancer goes 

on, and the public spirit of Audley Parish has once 
again proved its worth.  

At the time of going to press we have raised in 
excess of £6417.74, with still more efforts to take place, 
including the Patient Panel during the flu clinics.  

So once again a BIG THANK YOU to all of the 
residents for supporting this much needed cause. 

Pink Week 
2016

AARDWOlf 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

fULLY INSUReD
01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

feATUReS
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Audley & District Parish Council
New play equipment planned for Alsager Road – 
Spring 2017
Lots of progress has been made to identify the new 
play equipment for the play area at Alsager Road, 
Audley.  Over the last few weeks, the Parish Council 
have been talking to children in Audley at various 
events and have visited all four schools to gain their 
views.  We now have a great shortlist of equipment, 
thanks to the children!  Once the Parish Council have 
approved the final draft scheme, it will go out to tender 
to get the best price possible.  The Parish Council will 
make a final decision and then appoint a contractor to 
install the items.  This will need to take place when the 
weather allows – so is likely to be after the wet winter 
months.  The Parish Council would like to thank the 
four schools and the children who took part in this 
exercise to provide some new and updated play 
equipment.  
 
Budget setting for next year 2017/18
The Parish Council will soon be looking at the budget 
to consider its priorities for the next financial year 
(April 2017 to 2018).  One priority already discussed is 
to continue with the play area improvements to 
include another parish owned site next year.  Aside 
from this there are likely to be cuts in funding 
normally received which will have to be taken into 
consideration.  Parishioners are more than welcome to 
have their say at any of the Parish Council meetings 
over the next few months, with meetings taking place 
on the 3rd Thursday of every month – see 
noticeboards and www.audleyparishcouncil.org for 
further detail.  The final budget will however need to 
be set in January 2017 at the latest.
 
Annual Parish Awards
This year the awards were presented in recognition of 
their contribution to the Parish to the following 
groups/people:
R.W Edwards Community Award – Mr Mike Joynson 
for all his efforts in resurrecting the Halmer End 
Institute, now a well-used community asset.
Capewell Naylor Trophy for Services to the 

Environment – Audley Parish Bowman for their 
tireless good work in helping to maintain Leddys Field 
every week which provides a valuable source of nature 
in the heart of the village.
Elsie Kelsall Young Persons Award – The pupils (past 
and present) at Sir Thomas Boughey High School for 
their brilliant work with the local older people at the 
lunches and other events, plus in recognition of their 
efforts to improve road safety in the local area with the 
walking bus.
Below pictured left to right at the awards are APC 
Chair Rev John Taylor, Mike Joynson Halmer End 
Institute, Ron Moody Chair AP Bowmen and Will 
Bailey Year11 representing Sir Thomas Boughey. 

Christmas is coming to the Parish of Audley!
Last year saw some pretty tree lights erected by the 
Parish Council in front of the dentist in Church Street.  
Lots of lovely comments were received and all agreed it 
added something special to the village centre at 
Christmas time.  Building on this, there will also be 
some new Christmas decorations added to a number 
of street lights along Church Street.  You wouldn’t 
believe the number of hoops that have to be jumped 
through to install Christmas lights on Highways street 
lighting, but we think we may have got there finally!  
The new lights will be erected ready for the beginning 
of December.  Audley Rural Parish Council would like 
to take this opportunity to wish everyone a very merry 
Christmas.

Audley Hit & Run 
On Monday 17th October, local resident Callan 
Chevin with his puppy dog, Stanley were hit by a 
speeding car in Wereton Road Audley.

Sadly Stanley the puppy was tragically killed 
instantly and Callan was left injured by the driver of 
the silver Peugeot car who never stopped and sped 
away from the accident.

Callan was on his way to the Audley Scout Hut in 
Wereton Road to collect his girlfriend’s children, he 
was taken to hospital with minor leg and facial 
injuries.

Callan needed stitches and was lucky to not have 
been badly injured or even killed himself.  Stanley the 

young puppy died, despite Callan’s best efforts to save 
him.

It was a blessing that the children who use the Scout 
Hut had not finished their weekly meeting, as they 
would have been out on the same street where the 
incident occurred.

Wereton Road is a very busy part of the village, often 
packed with parked cars, and to travel at such high 
speeds which this vehicle was reported as doing could 
have caused a more tragic accident.

The police attended the incident and have appealed 
for any information or witnesses to come forward.  

Please contact PC Rachel Hurst on 101 quoting 
incident number 797.

feATUReS
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Dan’s Legacy will save lives 
On the 3rd & 4th of 
September the first 2 
heart screening days 
funded by the Dan 
Hughes memorial fund 
with Cardiac Risk in 
the Young (C.R.Y.) 
were held at Sir 
Thomas Boughey High 
School Halmer End. 

The fund was set up 
following the sudden 
death of our son Dan, 
who passed away in his 
sleep aged just 28 on 
the 19th of March 
2015.
The need for such 

screening days were bought home by the story of Lucy 
Smith, a 17 year old young lady who arrived for 
screening on the afternoon of the 3rd. The tests 
undertaken by the C.R.Y. team showed an issue with 
Lucy’s heart and she was advised to go straight to the 
local A&E department where she was admitted to the 
cardiac ward.  Lucy had a serious condition called 
heart block and was in hospital for 10 days during 
which time she underwent numerous tests which 
resulted in her having a pacemaker fitted.  Had it not 
been for the screening programme set up in Dan’s 
memory the outcome doesn’t bear thinking about. 

The screening days cost £3,500 each and 100 young 
people between the ages of 14 & 35 can be screened on 
the day so the 2 days cost £7,000.  Since Dan’s death 
his parents, Dave and Sue, and sister Kim have 
committed themselves to providing a heart screening 
programme for local young people.  The response 
from Dan’s close friends and the local community has 
been overwhelming and at the time of writing over 
£57000 has been raised by staging various fund raising 
events, this has enabled us to pay for and reserve the 
C.R.Y. team for the next 5 years on the first weekend in 
September.  We have done this so that young people 
who are currently in school and are too young to 
undergo screening will have the opportunity when 
they reach the age of 14 to benefit from the legacy left 
behind by Dan. 

One of the events which have helped to raise the 
money was a charity cricket tournament held at 
Bignall-End Cricket Club on the 31st of July.  Teams 
from Bignall-End, Wood Lane, Audley and Betley 
were joined by two scratch teams put together by Dave 
Cooper and Matthew Holmes; they put together two 
teams made up from Dan’s mates.  There were stalls, a 
bouncy castle, an  inflatable football pitch for the kids, 
face painting, B-B-Q, sandwiches, a raffle and local 
band the Cartello’s played in the evening.  The day was 
a huge success and raised £4400 for the memorial 

fund. Audley ran 
out winners 
beating Wood 
Lane in a keenly 
contested final.  It 
is hoped that this 
will now become 
an annual event 
and planning is 
already underway 
for next year’s 
tournament which 
will be held at 
Wood Lane CC on 
the first or second 
weekend in July.  
The plan is to rotate 
the venue on an 
annual basis so that each of the local cricket clubs gets 
to stage the event.
Pictured above at the event left to right, Dans mum 
Sue, then Dave his dad with sister Kim with Dave 
Cooper and Matt Holmes who organised the match. 

The next fund raiser is the Audley Male Voice choir, a 
group in which his late grandfather, Stan had spent 
many years singing with as a member.  They will be 
performing at the Methodist Chapel in Old Road on 
the 26th of November with all funds going to Daniel’s 
screening programme; tickets are available by ringing 
07763476237. 

Terry Conroy and Jimmy Greenhoff,  two former Stoke 
City players, will be returning to Bignall-End CC on 
the evening of the 18th of March 2017 to entertain the 
audience with more stories from their footballing days.  
The last one was a sell out and hopefully part 2 will 
prove just as successful.  Other events are planned 
throughout 2017 and we will be keeping people 
updated as and when dates are confirmed. 

We as a family never take for granted the support we 
receive from the local community, everyone has a 
choice of which charity they support and we fully 
respect that people’s lives are touched by cancer, 
dementia and breast cancer as has our own over the 
past 3 years.  The difference with Cardiac Risk in the 
Young is that once we had set up Dan’s memorial fund 
every penny that is raised locally goes towards paying 
for the screening days which we now know through 
Lucy’s story do work and benefit our young people. 

2016 has been a very busy year for fund raising; it 
started back on the first anniversary of Dan’s death in 
March when Terry Conroy and Jimmy Greenhoff did 
an “evening with” at Bignall-End cricket club which 
raised £3,300. Following on from that we have held the 
first Dan Hughes memorial 7- a- side football 
tournament with the help and support of Audley 
Football Club, again the event proved to be a success 
and is something we are looking to build upon and 
expand in 2017.  The trophy, which was generously 

feATUReS
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donated by Audley FC, was won by Alsagers Bank who 
beat Bignall End on penalties after the final was drawn 
2-2.  This proved to be a very popular outcome as Dan 
was Captain of the Alsagers Bank team at the time of 
his death and this was their last game together before 
they disbanded as a football club. 

For the second year running some of Dan’s family and 
friends took part in the “potter’s arf marathon” in June. 
Sue, Kim and several of Dan’s wider family and friends 
were joined by others who walked the 13.1 miles in the 
rain while Dave and a number of Dan’s mates got to 
grips with running the course.  It has to be said that 3 
people from Rolls-Royce in Derby, where I work, 
made the trip over to take part and they all completed 
the course so a big thank you to those people, Tom 
Moulder, Duncan Beales and J-R Gregory. 

Support and donations have come from many sources 
over the past 18 months since Dan passed away, some 
of the people we had never met before but they have 
been touched by his story enough to want to do 
something to help.  If I don’t mention you by name it 
isn’t because we aren’t grateful – we most certainly are.  
I must make special mention of 2 ladies from Harp of 
Gold, Emma & Maz who it has been a pleasure to 
work with this year, they have pledged a percentage of 
their annual takings to Dan’s memorial fund with CRY 
which is a lovely gesture and proof that 2 good causes 
can work together. 

On November the 11th last year Kim and I addressed 
the 700 pupils at Sir Thomas Boughey High School 
during their morning assembly to explain what had 
happened to one of their former pupils.  I still look 
back on that as one of the most emotional talks I have 
given, you could have heard a pin drop.  Later the 
same day I was invited to speak at Ravensmead junior 
school where Dan spent his early years.  They had 
decided to adopt CRY as their nominated charity for 
the school year, I made several return visits during the 
year to collect cheques from the school council and 
was very impressed by their enthusiasm and they 
always had questions to ask about how Dan had died 
and how we were spending the money.  In total the 
staff and pupils at Ravensmead raised over £1300 for 
Dan’s charity which, when you consider that 
many of them had not even met him, was an 
amazing amount of money.  I will miss going 
to visit them but wish them every success with 
their fund raising for whichever charity they 
choose to support in 2017 and beyond.  Thank 
you also to the staff and pupils at Sir Thomas 
Boughey High school for their support 
throughout the school term, we look forward to 
working with you on the screening days for the 
next 5 years and beyond.

There are so many people who I would like to 
thank, Jeanette Franks and Sylvia Mason put on 
a CRY fundraiser at Peaches in Newcastle last 
October which raised just over £1,000 and plans 

are in place for a repeat this year.  Ben Riley for 
donating 2 pieces of his unique art and performing 
with his band the Cartello’s at a couple of fund raisers.  
Ryan Whitmore has travelled up from Brighton on 2 
occasions to provide entertainment for us.  We have 
had a guy who used to be my boss at Rolls-Royce in 
Derby who has completed an inflatable assault course 
in New York to raise funds for Dan, 

Anyone who gives up their spare time to walk, run, 
cycle, stand in the rain at Stoke, dish up food, sell raffle 
tickets, donate prizes, set up football and cricket 
tournaments, have their head shaved (Pete from the 
Plough) or help out in any small way; we can’t say 
thank you enough.  It is only through the support of 
ordinary people who knew one very special young 
man that we are able to do what we do.  We don’t want 
the thanks – all we want is for people to appreciate how 
fragile life is and that those dear to us can be taken in a 
heartbeat.  Please keep supporting us and we will 
promise that your sons, daughters, friends and grand 
children will have access to heart screening.

We will never know if heart screening would have 
saved our precious son’s life but we never want another 
family to go through what we went through.  There are 
no words to describe the emptiness and heartache we 
feel everyday; all we can do is work hard to ensure that 
Dan’s legacy lives on for years to come and that he 
continues to make a difference to people’s lives now as 
he did when he was with us.

I posted a couple of lines on facebook just after he died 
which have become part of his legacy – they are 
“Live for today, because tomorrow is promised to no 
one”
If anyone would like to donate there is a just giving 
page at 
Virgin money/ Daniel Thomas Hughes.  Or contact us 
on 07763476237.
There is a website set up in Dan’s memory at www.
onedanhughes.com.

Below at The Sir Thomas Boughey School I can be 
seen with the Mobile Cardiac Unit.         Dave Hughes.

feATUReS
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Once again, the first half term in school has been a 
busy and productive one with the new Year 7 pupils 
settling in well. 

Already planning ahead, the New Intake Evening, as 
held on 15th September, was a huge success.  Year 6 
pupils and their parents got involved in a wide range of 
activities, from sampling the food prepared by our 
GCSE Catering to interactive English workshops to 
computing to the Geography department making 
floating gardens and hurricane & earthquake proof 
houses!

Back in school, our Year 6 taster sessions on a Friday 
afternoon continue to go from strength to strength 
with pupils from Ravensmead, Wood Lane, Richard 
Heathcote, St.Chad’s, Hempstall’s, Crackley Bank and 
Sun Academy schools all enjoying lessons in Science, 
Food, Design Technology, ICT and Music/Drama.  

At the recent new intake evening, both parents and 
pupils commented on the success of this programme 
and explained how enthusiastic their children are 
about joining Sir Thomas Boughey next September.  

The Autumn term also sees our annual Harvest 
Festival.  Once again the pupils at Sir Thomas Boughey 
demonstrated their kindness and generosity by 
donating a harvest box per tutor group.  We hope 
anyone who received a gift enjoyed its contents!

As a school that prides itself on its charity work, 
pupils and staff managed to raise over £600 for 
Douglas Macmillan with a staff bake off and ‘Bring A 
Pound Day’.  Thank you to everyone who donated and 

took extra time out to make some fantastic cakes, a 
sample which can be seen on the left.  

Thursday 17th November 
saw us celebrate last year’s 
achievements of pupils 
throughout the school with 
our annual Awards Evening.  
This year it was a great 
pleasure and privilege to 
welcome ex-pupil Sam 
Stanyard-Makepeace to give a 

motivational and timely message to the current crop of 
students.

We would like to take this opportunity to remind 
you that our annual Year 7 Christmas Production is to 
be held on Wednesday 14th December at 7pm.  Please 
feel free to come along and support 
this event – it would be lovely to see 
the school hall full.

As a final note, we must say 
farewell to Mr Gould pictured on 
the right who is leaving Sir Thomas 
Boughey this Christmas.  

He has spent more than thirty 
years at the school in a number of 
different roles, most recently as 
Headteacher.

He will have taught many of you 
reading this today and I am sure you 
will join us in wishing him a very 
happy retirement.

Sir Thomas Boughey 2016

Audley Library
Since the initial report in the last edition of the Audley 
Community News, the volunteers have started to 
establish themselves into an efficient working group 
and are feeling more confident and enthusiastic about 
the continued future of our community library.

We are still receiving training from the staff at 
Newcastle Library, but the volunteers who are at 
varying levels of training, are beginning to enjoy the 
new challenges and acquired skills, and have become a 
proficient and reliable team.  There are at least two 
volunteers on duty at any of the sessions, and they are 
beginning to get to know the visitors and regular 
library users.

The aim is to encourage more of the community to 
use the library and if you are someone who has not 
used the library, please pay us a visit.  It is free to 
become a member and by doing so you will ensure that 
the library will continue to be part of community life 
within the village .

In addition to the lending of books we have 
information leaflets on a variety of topics and publicity 
material for local events.  We are still under the care 
and control of Staffordshire county libraries and will be 
until January next year when we will be going it alone.  

When that happens, we shall become an 
independent volunteer run community library hub but 

will continue to receive funding from the County 
Council.

We will then be looking at ways at which we can 
expand and improve the service by offering various 
events and activities in order to make the service a 
valued resource and information centre for the future.

We will be outlining some of these ideas in the next 
edition of the Audley Community News, but in the 
meantime, if any residents have ideas of their own 
please inform the volunteers at the library.  As this is 
an ongoing project we will always be looking for new 
volunteers to join the team.

If you are interested please leave your details with 
one of the volunteers at the library.

LOCAL SCHOOL feATUReS
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PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL
We are a non profit making organisation.

OPEn 
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon / Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 
3pm During term-time

We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for  
2 and 3 year olds.

For more details call Kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.

Dennis Tomkinson 
(pictured) of Heathcote 
Road, Miles Green was a 
very keen angler and 
travelled widely to fish 
various waters.  I met up 
with him on several 
occasions travelling to 
Athlone in southern 
Ireland to fish the 

famous Meadows stretch of the River Shannon.  He 
passed away on the 29th October 2011 aged 72 

Dennis’s son, Chris, still lives in Miles Green and 
inherited all of his father’s fishing tackle.  Like all 
people who have lost a beloved parent Chris held on to 
the tackle to act as a reminder of the days gone by 
when Chris and Dennis went fishing together. 

Chris has now reached the stage to be able to let his 
father’s fishing tackle go and he has very generously 
donated this to Audley Parish Angling Club for the 
benefit of young anglers and those members less able 
to fund their hobby.

 
One of the club’s most 
junior members, Solomon 
Martin of Bignall End is 
just 5 years of age but 
already a very keen angler.  
He is pictured holding a 
crucian carp (carassius 
carassius) caught at 
Cloggers Pool.  This species 
is thriving in Cloggers 
along with a wide variety of 
other carp and silver fish.

Solomon has been kitted 
out with some of the 
donated tackle and will no 
doubt go on to catch bigger 
fish! 

Dennis’s son Chris on seeing this photograph said 
“Dad would be over the moon to know that he has 
helped children such as Solomon get interested in a 
hobby that he loved so much.  I hope that Solomon 
and other children like him get as much pleasure as my 
dad did from this great pastime.”

A lot of the donated tackle has already been 
distributed by club members, any residual items are to 
be passed to the local PCSO’s for use on their junior 
match days.
The photograph below shows the range and quantity of 
tackle donated to Audley Parish Angling Club by Chris 
in memory of his father Dennis.

Club memberships are still available, especially for 
under 16s who will be sponsored for free membership 
up to April 2017.  Full membership will be half price 
for the remainder of the 2016/2017 season i.e. £12.50 
for 16 to 65 years of age and £7.50 for over 65s and 
registered disabled.

Membership application forms are available from The 
Royal Oak, Miles Green, Castle Stores, Halmer End, 
Riley’s Post Office, Halmer End and from 
brianbillings@btinternet.com

All are welcome!  Brian Billings - Chair

Tackling Up Thanks to Dennis & Chris

feATUReS
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Brian Smith
Peacefully on the 20th of July 2016, 
Brian a resident of Audley, aged 76 
years, passed away at his home 
surrounded by his loving family.

Brian was the dearly beloved 
husband to Ena, a much loved dad 
of Wayne and Sara, Annette and 
Andrew and Marie, devoted grandad 
of Richard, Annaliese, Jordan and 
Jake, who will be sorely missed.

Brian throughout his life was a 
loving family man, who had worked 
as a plumber at the Radway Green 
Factory for 24 years, then on to 

Keele University until retirement.  Brian had a passion 
for all kinds of sports having been a player and also in 
1973 became a founder member of the Audley Lads 
and Dads.  

This organisation gave the opportunity for young 
boys from the age of 6 years old to get involved with 
local football, this then taking them on into the higher 
ranks of the game.  Many becoming excellent players.

Brian loved being a part of the community and was 
proud when being asked to play Indoor Bowls for the 
County, his team played at the Audley Workingmen’s 
Club.  Brian was also a founder member of the Audley 
Parish Outdoor Bowling team, which had so much 
success throughout the 1990s into later part of 2000.

He was part of the village team which represented 
Staffordshire after Audley winning Div 1 in the County 
League.  Brian was always a formidable opponent and 
proud to wear the Audley badge on his shirt.  Brian will 
be sadly missed as the ‘entertainer’ of the family.

His adventure for life was portrayed in his love for 
travel when as a young family travelling throughout 
Britain in his VW Caravanette then in the later years 
visiting other countries.  

His funeral service took place on August 3rd at St. 
James’ Church, Audley followed by burial at Audley 
Cemetery.  All donations went to the Audley Health 
Centre.

Mary Darlington 1920 - 2016
After a short illness Mary passed 
away on Tuesday 9th August 2016 
aged 96.  Mary was the dearly loved 
wife of the late Frank, mum to 
Frank, George, Ann, Allen and 
Mary, much cherished nana, great 
nan and great - great nana.

Mary was born in Halmer End 
and lived there all her life, moving 
only a few doors down from where 

she was born.  She was the oldest person in Halmer 
End.  She went to Alsagers Bank School and Halmer 
End School and at 14 she left home to work.  She had to 
go to Macclesfield where she worked in a hospital in the 
mortuary and then went on to domestic service.  In the 
October of 1938 she married Frank and returned to 
Halmer End.

Mary loved poetry and collecting teapots.  She gave 
talks about teapots and comprehensive information all 
about tea to many clubs and hospital groups and the 
teapots were displayed in various places including Keele 
University for a while.

She worshipped at Halmer End Methodist Church, 
went on many trips and outings with the local groups 
and knitted a hat and scarf every week for the 
Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child 
Shoeboxes.

As many would say, she had a very good send-off, a 
celebration of her life.  The funeral took place on 
Tuesday 23rd August 2016 in Halmer End with the 
cortege following on foot behind the hearse from her 
home to the packed Methodist Church.  Mary will be 
hugely missed by family friends and neighbours.  The 
family wish to express their gratitude to Horne 
Brothers, Funeral Directors for their care and attention.

Miss. Linda Mary Sanders
It is with sadness that we report 
that Linda, aged 65 years, of 
Ravens Lane Bignall End, 
peacefully passed away on the 
20th of September 2016.

Linda was born to  parents 
who lived at Church Street Wood 
Lane and was one of three 
children, with sister Diane and 
brother Raymond.

As a young girl she attended 
the Wood Lane Primary school, 

this was then followed by her attending the Halmer End 
school.  On leaving school Linda took on secretarial 
work for a while, then went to work at PHOTOPIA in 
Hempstalls Lane Newcastle, her final employer was the 
well known MILLETS where she worked for 10 years.  

Linda eventually gave up her work to help look after her 
mother and it was during this time that she became 
poorly herself in 2010, but she always put others before 
herself.

She had a wonderful life with partner Peter and 
because of this she left so many happy memories.

Linda was very athletic all through her life.  She was 
known to have played football and table tennis, she also 
ran the Potteries Marathon, two half marathons and so 
enjoyed being out walking.  Diane her sister also has so 
many happy memories of Linda whilst they were out on 
day trips together or walking up Snowdon.

Linda just loved to be out and enjoying herself 
especially going to children’s parties, she loved Diane’s 
children and classed them as her own.  Linda was very 
close to sister Diane, not just sisters but also the best of 
friends.  Another part of Linda’s life was spent in fund 
raising, always thinking of others needs.

On behalf of the family they wish to express their 
sincerest thanks to all the Chesterton District Nurses, 
the Audley District Nurses along with the doctors and 
staff at the hospital for the loving care that was given to 
Linda throughout her illness.  The funeral service took 
place at the Bradwell Crematorium on the 5th of 
October 2016.

BeReAveMeNTS & TRIBUTeS
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Nora Davies (nee Gleaves.)
Nora Gleaves was born on the 
17th September, 1925, to 
parents Jim and Doris Gleaves.
Nora had two brothers Jack and 
(the late) Jim and one sister 
Barbara and they grew up at 
their family home in Rye Hills, 
the family eventually relocated 
to Ravens Lane Bignall End.
When Nora finished school she 
went to work at the Enderley 
Mills Clothing factory in 
Newcastle, as a seamstress.

It was whilst working at the factory just by chance when 
at the Crewe railway station one day, she met her future 
husband-to-be Joe, and at that time Joe was an Italian 
prisoner of War.  When they met, Joe could not speak 
English and Nora could speak no Italian, but it was love 
at first sight.
Their friendship blossomed and they were eventually 
married in 1951, the photograph above shows Nora and 
Joe celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary.
Nora said that it was very difficult for them both in the 
early days of their marriage due to the language barrier, 
different life styles and Joe having been a prisoner of 
war.
Despite all the problems they encountered they went on 
to live a long and happy married life together and they 
were blessed with three children, daughters Carol and 
Angela and son Anthony.
Eventually when Nora’s parents Jim and Doris got older 
Nora and Joe moved into their home in Ravens Lane, 
which was also a sweet shop.  They went to help run the 
shop and care for Nora’s parents.
Nora spent many happy hours behind the counter, 
chatting to customers young and old alike.
When money got tight, Nora would also work at the 
local chip shop in Ravens Lane.
After a while Nora’s parents decided to build a 
bungalow in Miles Green and when it was completed 
moved in and left Nora and Joe to live in the shop.

Following the death of Nora’s parents, she and Joe 
bought the bungalow in Miles Green and moved there.  
Both Nora and Joe spent all their spare time tending the 
very large garden which was their pride and joy.
As Nora and Joe’s family grew older so did it also 
increase with the introduction of sons and daughters-
in-law Brian, Phil and Julie.
This was followed by grandchildren, Terrie, Kimberly, 
Grant, Gemma-Kay, Joshua, Nathan and Samantha 
along with great grandchildren and great-great 
grandchildren.
Sadly Nathan passed away in February 2008, his death 
affected the whole family, especially Nora and Joe.  Up 
to 2008 most of Nora’s time was taken up by looking 
after Joe as he was ill and sadly that same year Joe 
passed away.
After Joe’s death Nora found  her love of just getting on 
a bus and going anywhere and everywhere.  She would 
get the bus to Newcastle and then from there would 
jump on the first bus that came which would take her to 
Hanley, Crewe and many other destinations throughout 
the area.
Nora enjoyed the many day trips she took with her 
sister Barbara.  Nora was very active even as she 
approached her 90th birthday.
She was taken ill recently and sadly passed away on the 
23rd of June 2016.
The funeral took place on the 4th of July at St. James’ 
Church Audley, this was followed by cremation at 
Bradwell Crematorium.
In many of the condolence cards received by the family 
Nora was described as a truly remarkable lady, strong in 
times of need, resourceful and brimming with good 
humour and kindness.
She had great determination and strove so hard to 
remain independent and maintain the lifestyle she so 
much enjoyed.  
Her family meant everything to her which was a million 
times rewarded by the continued loving care they all 
bestowed.  
Nora will be greatly missed by all her family who loved 
her dearly.

Katherine Pepper (Kate) 
A lovely Goddaughter

It is with great sadness that earlier this year we were to 
hear of the passing of Kate.  Kate passed away on 11th 
April 2016 having been diagnosed with gastric cancer 
only 2 weeks earlier.  She was just 32 years old.

Kate was born at The North Staffs Maternity Hospital 
in February 1984, a tiny dot weighing in at just under 
5lbs. 
 She was a lovely, very happy child.  The daughter of 
June (Pepper) Stubbs and the late John Pepper, a tiny 
sister for Michelle and Sharon.

We were privileged along with our daughter Marie to 
be asked to be her godparents.  Kate went to school at 
Alsagers Bank and then Thomas Boughey High.  On 
leaving school she went to work at Manor Bakery at 
Trent Vale.

From there she moved to become a nursing assistant 
at the hospital.  She met Darren Walley, her fiancé and 
they lived at Hanford.

Kate was dedicated to her job and was loved and 
respected by patients and other staff alike.  This was to 
show at her funeral at Hanford Parish church which 
was attended by family and friends and many staff from 
the hospital.

June said that she was so positive through the 2 short 
weeks of her illness showing more concern for her 
mum and fiancé than for herself, telling them not to 
grieve but to remember the happy times.  Typically 
Kate.

Money has been raised for a seat to go into the 
grounds of the hospital as a memorial and mark of 
respect to Kate.  She had grown into a loving caring 
person who always thought of others before herself.
She will be greatly missed.  Lynn and Bryan Harrison.

BeReAveMeNTS & TRIBUTeS
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Founded in 1930 Wood Lane Cricket Club 
is a hidden gem, small but perfectly formed, 
set in a village community amongst a green 
pleasant rural backdrop off “Megacre”.

The foundations of the club have been 
built on the good nature and dedication of 
the kind folk who have passed through its 
doors over the last 85 years.

We are proud of our home grown players, 
who have developed from a history of 
generations of cricketing families.

From little acorns great oaks grow, that 
sentiment relates to the club house and the 
facilities at the club as well as the players, 
that are associated with us.  

In 2011 the 1st X1 won the North Staffs & South 
Cheshire Premier League and 9 of the 11 players that 
won the title had all played for our junior teams.

Many hours and many hands have worked hard to 
develop and build what we have today.

We are very lucky; we have always been able to 
attract generous folk who have either given the club 
their time or when possible their money.  I truly 
believe that this is because of the huge welcome that is 
given to all who visit our club.

We always strive to achieve another item on our 
wish list.  The Management at Wood Lane have always 
supported and held up the framework in place to 
ensure we remain compliant with our ECB obligations.

As with all good things we have become a victim of 
our own success, but in order to maintain the facilities 
and improve on what we have, the demands on the 
folk that support us ever increases.

Our future is made possible by the revenue we are 
able to create within the club house, our bar sales 
through social events put on throughout the year.

A very true quote made by our previous chairman 
“We are a cricket club for 22 weeks of the year, the 
remaining 30 we need to be a social club” where we 
need support to raise revenue to finance the next 
cricket season and take the opportunity to welcome 
new members.

However, the recession in 2008 hit us hard and the 
reduced revenue from the bar had a detrimental effect 
on funds available.  The next five years were tough and 
we found ourselves struggling with reduced finances, 
members, and our junior section declined before our 
eyes.

In March 2016, we contacted Jenny Moore of 
Stafforshire County Cricket Club and explained to her 
our dilemma and the dire situation we found ourselves 
in.  She quickly came to visit us at the club and met 
with our newly formed junior management 
committee.  Jenny kindly provided us with support 
and helpful ideas of how to go about establishing a 
development plan and coaching was the key.  

She made us aware of groups in our area that we 
needed to attend which would benefit us.  We all came 
away from the meeting feeling very positive and eager 
to put into practice her advice.
Although we are within close proximity to 3 primary 

schools, our very close neighbours are two other 
well established cricket clubs.  We therefore felt we had 
to reach out further than our close back garden and 
ensure our facilities and coaches stood out and most of 
all we decided to make our junior cricket fun and also 
a social gathering for parents and from there the 
“Wood Lane Lions” were born.

Our club members pulled together and a new 4-9yr 
old’s junior section was formed, social media was 
engaged and we put 110% in spreading the word that 
we were wanting girls & boys to play cricket.  

The effort and hard work put in by everyone was 
amazing and the response was fantastic.  Our 
registration numbers reached a total of fifty-five 
children aged 4-17 years.  Friday nights were amazing 
and fun and enjoyment was top of the agenda.

On Friday 5th August 2016, Jenny Moore 
recommended we held an ECB Club Open Day to 
attract new juniors and we also took the opportunity 
to thank the parents and children for their support 
through the season.  We provided entertainment and a 
BBQ which was kindly supported by Waitrose.  The 
event was a huge success as the photo attached depicts 
and the event was talked about for many weeks.

We continued our junior nights through to Friday 9th 
September 2016 and the revenue created in the 
clubhouse was such a huge boost.  We have a lot to live 
up to next year and I am sure the team “God Willing” 
will be hoping to achieve the same again.  

We have arranged some film nights to be held in the 
club house to maintain the social meeting of the 
juniors throughout the winter.  And of course we have 
our annual Halloween & Christmas Parties.

We now have 3 fully qualified welfare officers, actively 
working, eight senior coaches with completed Safe 
Guarding & First Aid certificates all registered on 
Level Two coaching courses starting in January 2017.

At Wood Lane Cricket Club, we are all aware that we 
need to retain what we have achieved, to secure our 
junior sides with new vigour in 2017 and continue to 
go from strength to strength.  

Through the advice and support of Staffordshire 
County Cricket and our club members, we would like 
to thank everyone for what we have achieved this 
season.  

Our Future is Very Bright!

Wood Lane Cricket Club 
Exciting Times Ahead

LOCAL CRICKeT
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When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 

Telephone: 01782 720719 
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

Janice Warburton
Janice passed away on the 16th of 
September at the Royal Stoke 
University Hospital from advanced 
pancreatic cancer aged 67 years.
Janice was the wife of Leon 
Warburton and the mother of 
Richard and James.

Janice was born in 1949 and lived 
with her parents, brother Norman 
and grandparents in the cramped 
confines of Field House at the top of 

Old Road, now sadly demolished.  She attended 
Ravensmead school and later Clayton Hall Grammar 
School.  She was also a life long member of the Audley 
Methodist Church and developed her love of singing 
under Mr. Bowers in the Sunday school appearing on 
the stage at anniversary and harvest services.  She left 
Clayton Hall and attended Edger Hill teacher training 
college in the late 1960s.  When she graduated as a 
teacher she first taught at Cauldon school in Stoke and 
then later she returned to teach at her old school at 
Ravensmead.

She married Leon in 1974 and sons Richard and 
James were born in 1977 and 1980.  She returned to 
teaching in the mid 1980s at Saint Chads, Red Street 
and remained until she retired in 2004.

After retirement she continued her love of singing 
with the Methodist Church Choir and also the Audley 
Ladies Choir where she had many friends. 

Her funeral service was held on the 28th September 
at the Audley Methodist Church and was extremely well 
attended by her family and friends.

Audley Ladies Choir graciously provided an guard of 
honour outside the Chapel.

Janice will be sadly missed by all who knew her and 
our thanks go to Rev Helen Hoe and Horn Brothers for 
providing a fitting tribute to Janice.  The donations 
given at the funeral were for Pancreatic Cancer 
Research and to date we have a total of £2044.

We are so pleased 
to announce, that 
Jean Stevenson 
who spends many 
hours of her spare 
time tending the 
floral areas around 
our village has 
been rewarded by 
Newcastle 
Borough Council.

Jean wishes to 
thank the people 
from the parish for 
their help and for 
the donations she 
received, especially 
from the group 
Harp Of Gold.

Congratulations Jean

TRIBUTeS / feATUReS
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Christmas is Coming! Mothers Union
It seems no time at all since I was 
writing a Christmas message this time 
last year and here we are again!

By the time this comes to you we 
will all be in the run up to the big day 
and probably starting to wonder what 
it’s all about?  Why do we do it? 

Well, we in Mothers Union know 
exactly why we do it.  We celebrate because it is the time 
of year when we remember the birth of our Lord Jesus.  
Rather than being just a time of busyness and spending 
too much money it is a time to reflect on what His birth 
meant, and still means, for our world.

He brings Love, Joy and Peace to all those who 
choose to engage with Him on a daily basis, so why not 
come to share some of our Christmas events both at St 
James and at the other churches around the village and 
experience this wonderful love, joy and peace for 
yourself.

We will be holding our Christmas Tree Festival 
between 10th and 17th December.  We are expecting 32 
Trees to be in Church, each one decorated by a different 
local organisation.  Please call in to view them so you 
can encourage those taking part.  We would particularly 

welcome children and their carers as they walk home 
from school each afternoon.  

IT IS A MAGICAL EXPERIENCE, DON’T LET 
YOUR CHILD MISS OUT! 

Hours of opening will be found below and admission 
is FREE!  So you can come as often as you like.
Christmas Tree Festival opening times:
Monday to Friday 12th to 16th December 10am to 12 
noon and 2.30pm to 4.30pm and Saturdays 10th and 
17th December 10am to 4pm
THURSDAY 15th DECEMBER 
“THE BIG CHRISTMAS SINGALONG” 7pm
Wear your Santa hats and Christmas Jumpers, or come 
dressed as a character from the Nativity story.  The 
evening includes chocolates, mince pies and tea, coffee 
& soft drinks in the hall afterwards and children are 
welcome to come for:
CHRISTMAS CRAFT IN CHURCH FROM 6.30pm.
ALL FREE OF CHARGE!! DON’T MISS YOUR BEST 
NIGHT OUT ALL CHRISTMAS!

Finally, a big “thank you” to all those who continue to 
support our Friday Coffee and bargain sale.  

It’s lovely to meet for a chat and to catch up with 
friends.  
Come and give it a try! 10am to 12noon every Friday

Contact :  Annette 721058 for further details.
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This is my third contribution to the magazine, and my 
intention is to give a brief résumé of some of our 
meetings and activities since the last newsletter.

On 20th July we had Derek Rowley speaking about 
Audley folk during the Great War.  He referred to 
some letters written by young soldiers as they went to 
war, many never to return.  An informative but sad 
talk.

We were visited by our District Governor, John Sayer, 
from Stone and District Club on 3rd August.  He spoke 
to us, after an excellent meal, mainly focusing on 
Rotary’s ‘End Polio Now’ campaign.  Since the 
campaign began, and thanks to Bill and Melinda Gates 
(founder of Microsoft) matching all our donations 
pound for pound and with the support of the World 
Health Organisation, the results have been astounding.  
When the campaign was launched the number of cases 
was 1000 per day.  

Thanks to all our fund raising, the figures were 
announced recently as 19 new cases this year.  
Amazing results.  However, the publicity received in 
the media seems to focus mainly on the Gates, well 
justified, and on the World Health Organisation.  Very 
little is ever mentioned that this was initially Rotary’s 
initiative.

On 22nd August a number of our Rotarians went to 
collect tents etc, after the ‘V’ festival.  These are packed 
up and used to provide relief in the disaster areas of 
the world. 

The 24th August saw our own Paul Barrow talking 
about the ups and downs of Baron Stafford from the 
16th century, Henry Stafford, up to the present day, 
Francis Melfort William Fitzherbert.  A very 
informative talk about a piece of our (relatively) local 
history.

Wednesday 14th September’s meeting was a 
business meeting, but we had a visit from Peter Shore 
(affectionately known by the villagers as Peter Pink), of 
Audley in Pink, who received a donation from the club 
for ‘Pink week’, a local initiative to raise funds for 
cancer awareness.

On 21st September we moved to our new meeting 
venue, the Boughey Arms, where the catering and 
welcome were excellent.  

On this occasion we were spoken to by Nicholas 
Greenhalgh, a young man from St Joseph’s College 
who was speaking about his forthcoming visit to Sierra 
Leone, where he and a number of other students will 
help out at local schools and provide resources for 
them.  

The college used to send students there in the past 
but this was stopped following the killing of a teacher 
in a vehicle blown up while they were there, and more 
recently the outbreak of the Ebola virus.  

He was very well spoken, and an ideal candidate for 
our ‘Youth Speaks’ project.  If you would like to know 
more, or indeed book him for your club, group or 
organisation, he can be contacted by email at greeni@
sjcwebmail.com.  He has been fund raising to raise the 

finances for the trip and received a donation from the 
club.
Our speaker on 28th September was Liz Broadhurst, 
the daughter of our last remaining founder member, 
Philip Broadhurst.  Well known in the club for her 
unusual travel exploits and a previous speaker on 
them, she spoke and showed pictures of her recent 
adventure to Vietnam and Cambodia.

It showed the various aspects of the countries, both 
from a holiday maker’s and a historian’s point of view.  

The talk was educational, often funny and often 
disturbing, bearing in mind the not so recent history of 
the area.  It was well presented and we look forward to 
her next ‘holiday’ being reported.

Once again it is that time of year when we dust off the 
Santa sleigh to make it ready for the two weeks before 
Christmas.

As in previous years all proceeds from the Santa run 
will be given to local and international charities.

Dates for the various areas are as follows.

5th Dec. Waterhayes
6th Dec. Waterhayes and Red Street
8th Dec, Wood Lane and Boon Hill
9th Dec. Madeley Heath and Betley
12th Dec. Madeley 
13th Dec. Scot Hay, Alsagers Bank,  
Halmer End and Miles Green
15th Dec. Bignall End
16th Dec. Audley
17th Dec. Audley Village in the morning

Also on Friday 2nd December we will be having our 
tree of light dedication on the library car park, at 7pm, 
followed by tea and coffee and hopefully mince pies, 
inside the library.

Forms for dedicating a light to a loved one are 
available from the library and local post offices.  All 
proceeds will be going to the Donna Louise Trust.

On a slightly different note, we hope that you will have 
noticed the beautiful flower display outside Peak 
Pursuits, once again provided and maintained by our 
own Rotarian, Robert Edwards.

He has done this for the last three years, but this 
year was slightly marred by the stealing of the 
centrepiece of the display, a banana plant, within days 
of planting. 
It is sad that someone is so selfish to want this for 
themselves, rather than it be shared by the entire 
village.  

I’m sure Rob will not be deterred by this and will 
continue for years to come.
To learn more about Rotary visit our website 
(Googling Audley Rotary is probably the easiest way), 
contact us via our Facebook and Twitter accounts or 
e-mail us at audleyrotary@gmail.com
                                                                          Ian Knight

ROTARY CLUB OF AUDLEY
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Dear Editor
In response to the letter from your reader in Doncaster 
regarding the ‘Craft’, I think she may be referring to 
Victoria Place, Miles Green which was known locally 
as the ‘Craft’.

As a young child in the 30s I lived in one of the 
houses in the ‘Craft’ with my parents.  My brother 
Harvey was born there.  

I remember the Chell family being neighbours of 
ours and I can recall there being a safe open space to 
play in.

I left the area and it may have changed over the years 
but I believe it is still called the ‘Craft’.

Betty Cope East Sussex.

The season is now well underway with the club 
represented by 11 teams from Under 9s through to 
open age.  The result of this is that there will be in the 
region of 130 players participating in organised 
association football in local leagues and competitions 
throughout the season. 

The majority of the club’s home games will be hosted 
at our home, Townfields in Old Road on Saturdays and 
Sundays but also we have youth teams playing at 
Alsagers Bank and junior teams playing at the Institute 
in Halmer End and Shavington Soccer Centre in 
Crewe.  As you could appreciate it is important for the 
village from a footballing point of view to utilise all the 
available pitches in the village so that these facilities 
are there for not only this generation but also for those 
to come. 

In order to maintain this level of commitment to the 
village and the local footballing community, it is of 
paramount importance that we generate income from 
all streams that we have available to us.  With this in 
mind we will continue to host fund-raising events 
throughout the season.  Currently planned we have a 
Christmas Quiz in early December, a Darts 
competition in January and then the annual Beer 
Festival in February, which is the club’s main fund 
raising event.

As in previous years the club is seeking sponsorship 
from local companies and individuals in order to 
maximise income for the club from the Beer Festival, 
so if you wish to provide any sponsorship please feel 
free to contact me on 01782 721133.

Your support would be much appreciated.
Please do not underestimate how important it is to 

the club to receive support for any of its fund-raising 
events mentioned from the community and beyond as 
it is fundamental for its survival. 

In addition the clubhouse is available for private 
functions, so if you wish to host an event or party there 
please feel free to contact me. 

Finally we look forward to your support for the 
2016-17 season. 
Regards                     Richard Platt    Chairman

Audley Football Club 
News 2016

Letter to the Editor
Re Neil Redford from Doncaster letter in the last issue.
My dad, Reginald Roberts, lived in Victoria Avenue as 
a boy with his family.  We always called Victoria 
Avenue ‘The Craft”.  

I was 19 in 1971 when my family moved there.  We 
moved into a new council house that was built on the 
same plot where my dad was born and grew up.

It may officially be called Victoria Avenue, but local 
people still know it as ‘The Craft’.

Anne Marsden (nee Roberts).

BIKERS RALLY 2017
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB

The Annual Bikers Rally Weekend

This is a Fund-raising Event
In Aid of Air Ambulance

Held on the first Weekend of February
Music & Entertainment

Refreshments - Everyone is welcome.
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We would like to 
introduce Noah and 
his dance partner 
Sienna-Grace to our 
community.

They both live in 
the parish of Audley 
and they are 
competitive 
Ballroom and Latin 
dancers.

Both Noah and 
Sienna-Grace are 
aged 10 and are 
currently in the 
top 10 juvenile 
couples in the 
country.

They compete nationally and internationally almost 
every weekend.

They have been to the Ukraine training and do hope 
to return there soon.

They train at least 4 nights each week in Cannock 
and are working extremely hard to try and make the 
British team in April and also represent the country  
at the world championship to be held in Paris in 
December.

A Halloween Ball was held at the Talke Pits Village 
Hall on the 28th October where over 100 visitors came 
to see Noah and Sienna-Grace giving a demonstration, 
it was a fantastic night and the feedback was amazing.

A brilliant night was had by all.
They have a Facebook page ‘noah and sienna-grace’  

if you would like to take a look.
They are currently planning to run a social night in 

Noah & Sienna-Grace 
Are Stepping Out

Audley, to help promote themselves and once this is 
arranged it will be published on their Facebook page  
and also the Audley Community News Facebook page.

 The parish of Audley has now found itself two more 
stars to follow and we wish them both all the success  
and best wishes for the future and we hope that we can 
report on a very successful 2017.

Sponsorship or funding to help with the ever 
increasing costs would be most welcome, if you could 
help please contact Kelly on 0759045395.
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Tales from Edna’s Chippy
During the ten 
years that we had 
the shop various 
people came and 
went including 
assistants in the 
shop and 
cleaners, in the 
early years, 
there was Doris 
Williams, Pam 

Rowley, Lynn 
Harrison, Margaret Clarke, Nora Davies, who 
unfortunately passed away recently and Grace Ector.  
Grace used to make a selection of homemade pies to 
sell in the shop and her husband Arthur was a big 
mate of my Dads and he would help around the shop 
at weekends.

Also there was a lady who used to come and clean 3 
days each week whose first name was Peggy.  She came 
from Miles Green and had a disabled son named Alan.

I cannot remember her surname but I’m sure there 
is someone out there who can.

Just three months after moving to Bignall End, I 
spent my first and most memorable bonfire night with 
the local lads, Don Wemyss,(his family had the coal 
delivery and haulage business and lived opposite the 
chip shop on the corner of Hope St), Les Cliff, who 
later emigrated to New Zealand, Derek Riley, who also 
went to live in New Zealand and the late Ken Stubbs.

We had spent weeks building the bonfire on the Rec 
by Bignall End Road and guarding it each night, just in 
case the Chapel Street gang came to set fire to it before 
November 5th.  At about 10pm on bonfire night, there 
was just Don Wemyss, Les Cliff and myself left on the 
Rec and we decided to throw an old bath tub onto 
what was now the glowing embers of the fire.  We then 
proceeded to jump onto the bath tub and off the other 
side, but  on my third attempt the bath slipped and I 
fell face down into the fire.  I managed to roll out of 
the fire and with Don and Les’s help managed to 
extinguish my smouldering clothes.

I remember clearly it was a Friday night and when 
we walked into a chip shop full of customers, you can 
imagine the reaction of the people in the shop and 
especially my Mum.  Amongst the customers were 
Michael Ikin, Bob Furnival and Pete Howell, who had 
called for supper after they had been for a drink at 
Bignall End Cricket Club. 

I had sustained 2nd degree burns to the back of both 
hands and also to the right hand side of my face, which 
resulted in me spending two weeks in the burns unit at 
the City General Hospital.  It wasn’t the best way to 
spend my first bonfire night in Bignall End, but it was 
one I have never forgotten.

We stayed at the shop for the next ten years and 
although it was hard work and unsociable hours, 
there’s lots of happy memories to look back on.

I was fortunate to make many friends quickly, 

including Steve Jervis, Ken Hancock, Rob Mayer, Joy 
Phillips, Helen Smith and the late Ken Stubbs, Chris 
Nield and Phil Jaques.  We formed Bignall End Utd 
between us and I know Ken Stubbs wrote a piece for 
the magazine a few issues ago, regarding the team, 
sadly just a few weeks before he passed away

The shop was taken over by Jimmy and Maria, a 
Greek Cypriot couple who only ran it for 2 years 
before selling it on.

Mum and Dad had a house built on Ravens Lane, 
just below the shop and in September 1975 I married 
Lesley, my wife of 41years.  Mum got a job at the newly 
opened Co-op tea packing factory in Crewe, where she 
worked until her retirement in the mid-eighties and 
my Dad carried on working at Wolstanton Colliery, 
until he retired in 1985.

As most of you will know, my Dad was blind, having 
lost his sight in a shot firing accident at Park Hall 
Colliery, which was near to Weston Coyney, in 1957, 
the day before his 33rd birthday.  People would see 
him on his regular morning walk, with his guide dog, 
(he had seven all together) .  He normally walked up 
Boon Hill through Rye Hills and Audley before 
returning home.  Sometimes he would call at the 
chemist or Horsleys in Audley to pick up things for his 
garden of which he was extremely proud and so were 
we.  He would attempt a lot of things that normally 
sighted people did, growing tomatoes etc in the 
greenhouse and keeping the family in runner beans all 
summer.  Another one of his passions was making 
wine and he used to provide for my wife Lesley and 
Sandra, my sister in law, as well as for himself and my 
Mum to enjoy the odd glass.

Dad loved working in the garden and each year he 
would plant hanging baskets for himself and also for 
my wife Lesley.  Although his front garden was quite 
small, he would fill it full of colour and people would 
often comment on how well it looked.  The Evening 
Sentinel sent photographers on two occasions to take 
pictures of his floral displays and these would be 
featured in the Saturday edition.

One passion that they both shared was Stoke City 
Football Club, Mum used to close the shop on match 
days at 2pm and make a mad dash to the ground to 
make the 3pm kick off.  They had season tickets on the 
front row of the Boothen Stand for many years, with 
my Mum doing a running commentary to my Dad for 
the first half and the lady who sat the other side of him 
would do the second half.  All the family have been 
lifelong Stokies and we all enjoyed March 4th 1972, 
when of course we won the League Cup and I know 
they would have both loved to have been at Wembley 
in 2011 to see the FA Cup Final.  They used to go to 
the home games with Dennis and Edith Cartlidge, who 
ran the undertakers in Ravens Lane, now being run by 
Mark and Richard Horne, and my Dad always used to 
say that Dennis always carried a tape measure in his 
pocket, just in case he needed to measure someone up 
in a hurry!  After the game they would go back to the 
Lindley Golf Club in Alsager for a drink and quite 
often Jimmy Greenhoff also went back there.  A few 
weeks ago I was talking to Jimmy and he remembered 
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Of course those of you who are members of our 
theatre will get your priority booking forms well in 
advance so that you can order your tickets.  

Perhaps this is an opportunity for some of you to 
become members?

Pick up a form when you next visit us or call in for a 
coffee on a Saturday morning and pick a form up then.

As you can see our acting members and the 
production teams are being kept busy.  However the 
rest of our members have been involved with cleaning 
and sorting the interior as well as assessing the exterior 
for repairs and re-painting.

Plans are being made for some fund raising ventures 
including another jumble sale in the spring.  Watch out 
for posters!

All that remains is to wish you all a merry Christmas 
and a happy new year and we hope to see you within 
our little theatre soon.       Yvonne Johnson.

As I write this article those involved in our autumn 
production are in the final stages of rehearsals.  

The title alone has been a mouthful to remember 
and say, ‘The Farndale Avenue Housing Estate 
Townswomen’s Guild Dramatic Society Murder 
Mystery.”  You have to agree with that!  

I can honestly say that we have never rehearsed a 
play with so much laughter and hysterics.  I only hope 
we manage to keep our faces straight on the night. 

We hope everyone will have enjoyed this play and 
we would welcome feedback from you, the audience. 

We would welcome your comments-please leave 
them on our facebook page.  We would love to hear 
from you so that we can continue to consider plays 
that you, the audience will enjoy.

Now for the news that a lot of you will have been 
waiting for.  

Our next pantomime will be staged from 
Wednesday 25th to Saturday 28th January and again 
the following week the 1st to 4th February 2017.  

After the success of last year’s panto, which was a sell 
out, Wendy Brough has written another one for us all 
to enjoy.   ‘Prince Charming, #allabouttheshoes’ is a 
hilarious fun filled story whose characters are ever so 
loosely (and I do mean ever so loosely!!) based on the 
Cinderella fairy story. 

This panto will appeal to young and old and will 
soon have you all singing and dancing with the cast. 

The cast is a large one and includes all our youth 
members.  Rehearsals have already begun so some of 
us are overlapping between two productions!  Keep an 
eye out for the posters and check on our website and 
facebook pages for the box office opening day as it will 
surely be another sell out.

Audley Theatre News

one time having a conversation with my Dad after a 
game and he was amazed to hear my Dad say “You had 
a good game today Jim” knowing he couldn’t actually 
see him in action.  Jim used fetch fish and chips from 
the shop every time his relations visited him in 
Alsager, apparently it was the fish and chips they came 
from Yorkshire for, not just to visit Jimmy!

They also used to enjoy attending performances by 
the Audley Male Voice Choir and also Audley Brass 
Band. Mum particularly enjoyed going to Audley 
Theatre productions with Edith Cartlidge and she 
would take the grandchildren to see the pantomimes 
each year at the theatre.

My Dad also enjoyed going to the pub, mainly The 
Plough in Bignall End, where both he and I played 
crib, dominoes and also the game which he really 
loved, table skittles.  He played skittles a lot around the 
Longton area before he lost his sight but enjoyed the 
challenge of playing in the away team in the Newcastle 
League.  He used to go and practice, on a Sunday 
evening, at the venue where he would be playing on 
the Monday night, with Maurice Henshall, who still 
lives on Bignall Hill, so they would know come 

Monday, where “the shot” was on the table.  People 
were amazed that he played skittles but having played 
when he could see, he could visualise what was left on 
the table after each shot.  He had a method of 
numbering the skittles 1-9 and people could tell him 
what was left after each shot.  He did have his own 
table that Arthur Ector had been able to obtain for 
him, whilst he was landlord of the Crown and Anchor 
pub in Newcastle and we spent many happy hours 
playing at Christmas time and other family gatherings.

Even now, some fifty years later, people who 
remember them having the shop say they would give 
anything to taste my Mum’s fish and chips again and I 
have to agree, I haven’t tasted any better since.

Mum passed away in January 2009, Dad followed in 
August 2010 and I would like to think they both left 
some kind of legacy in their different ways, and will be 
remembered for what they did for the Bignall End 
community.

It took a while for them to be accepted as “Honorary 
Bignall Enders” but I feel that eventually they became 
Bignall End Legends.             Dave Bourne.
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Minister: Rev. Helen Hoe 01782 720267
Audley Methodist Church warmly  

invites you to our Sunday Services at 
10.30am & 6pm

Forthcoming Special Events at Audley 
Methodist Church:

Monthly Tuesday Luncheon Club:  The luncheon club 
provides a three course hot lunch, for a small charge, 
for people living alone, who reside within the Audley 
Parish.  A few spaces are still available - please contact 
the Church Office should you require further 
information.  

Victorian Christmas Market:  Our traditional 
Victorian Market will be held on Saturday 26th 
November 2016 - between 10:30am and 1:00pm.  
There will various stalls, a great variety of foods and 
home made lobby with festive entertainment provided 
by Audley Brass Band.Carols by Candlelight:  
Celebrate Christmas with us at our Carols by 
Candlelight service, Sunday 18th December 2016 at 
6pm.  Glow sticks provided for during the service and 

a savoury buffet will be available after the service.

Christmas Eve Crib Service: For children and adults 
of all ages. Saturday 24th December 2016 at 4pm.  All 
welcome.

Christmas Eve Service:  Saturday 27th December 
2016 at 7pm.  All warmly welcome to join us in 
worship this Christmas Eve.  

Frost Fayre: Watch out, Jack Frost’s about!!  Come in 
from the cold and join us at our Frost Fayre, Saturday 
28th January 2017 between 10.30am and 1.30pm.  
Peruse the stalls and sample the delights of the hot 
food available.  
Ravensmead School Choir will be delighting us with 
song.

Church Office opening hours are Monday, Thursday 
and Friday 11am to 2pm.
Telephone: 01782 722755 or email audleymethodist@
btconnect.com

Also see our Facebook page: Audley Methodist Church 
for up to date information, news and our regular 
events.

Licensing of Rev. Simon Tomkins

The parishes of Audley, Alsagers Bank and 
Talke have been without a Parish Priest since the 
retirement of Rev. Peter Davies in August 2015. 

The photograph above shows the Bishop of Stafford, 
the Right Reverend Geoff Annas, welcoming and 
congratulating the appointment of the new Vicar of the 
United Benefice of Alsagers Bank, Audley and Talke, 
the Reverend Simon Tomkins.

It was therefore with great joy that we celebrated the 
licensing of Simon for these three parishes.  The service 
took place on Saturday 3rd September 2016 in St James’ 
Church, Audley and was attended by some 180 people.  
These included local civic dignitaries including the 
Mayor of Newcastle, Ian Wilkes. 

The service was presided over by the Bishop of 
Stafford, and the address given by Rev. Paul Darlington 
of the Church Society.

The ladies of the three churches provided a tea for all 
after the service, and in true Anglican tradition there 
were some excellent cakes and gallons of tea served.

Simon joins us from the parish of Little Shelford in 
Cambridgeshire, where he had been a curate.  Simon’s 
wife is Nikki and they have three boys, James, Ben and 
Matthew.  They moved into the vicarage in July and 
having had a period of settling in they are now finding 
their way around the villages.

Simon is the Vicar in Charge of what is now called 
the United Benefice of Alsagers Bank, Audley and 
Talke.  This means that none of the parishes have sole 
rights to him, and the unenviable task that Simon has to 
sort out in the early months is how to divide his time, 
whilst maintaining the service that parish life demands. 

 We all need to be aware of this momentous task and 
support him in anyway we can.

I know from the conversations I have had with both 
Simon and Nikki that he is settling in and he loves the 
village life, its surroundings and its people.
We all wish Simon a long, happy and fulfilling time in 
the United Benefice, as he brings God’s word to the 
people of all three parishes.

Brian Dodd

Audley Methodist Church  



feATUReSAuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAhOO.CO.uk 23

C. w. Mottram  
Funeral Services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
personal home Visits – 24 hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

For this edition of the Community News I thought a 
local walk would be in order.  There are lots of walks 
around Audley, and this is just one.  

From Audley to Barthomley and return is 7.5 miles 
with 450 feet of climbing, taking in Mill Dale, a 
beautiful dale just south of Barthomley.  

The picture above was taken during one of our walks 
and is of the picturesque White Lion Public House in 
the village of Barthomley, an excellent watering hole. 

Starting by the bus stop at Castle Hill, take the stepped 
path up onto the Motte and head north joining the 
Alsager Road near New Farm.  Turn right and then left 
to Millend.  

There is a path through the Sewage works, but I have 
yet to find the way through.  The Mill Pond at Millend 
is well worth a visit, look out for a Kingfisher there.  

From Millend, over the A500 to High Foxley Farm, 
left at Lower Foxley Farm to a crossing path, and turn 
left towards the motorway.

This path is quite distinct and heads to Flash House 
Farm, there is a concessionary path around the farm 
on the north side, then over the M6 and walk down 
the lane to Barthomley.  

A really lovely village and pub, I remember going to 
Barthomley on Sunday School treats in the 50s!

Having explored the village and Church, leave the 
village by the side of the Church and Village Hall, and 
follow the “Two Saints Way” back to Audley.  
Pause a while in Mill Dale and enjoy the tranquillity.  

More information on the Two Saints Way is 
available on their website www.twosaintsway.org.uk.  
Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook page www.
facebook.com/ericswalks.  I have also contributed to 
walks at www.walkingworld.com.

We hope to continue publishing walks from around 
our area, if you have any interesting walks to offer 
please get in touch with Eric via his Facebook page. 
                                     Hope you enjoy the walk.

Eric’s Walks
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“SOMETIMES”
Sometimes we sit and rest,

To relax a weary mind.
Somtimes we sit and rest,

Our eyes close and then we find,
Visions passing clear-
Opening special door,
And realise we can see

What we couldn’t
see before.

Somtimes we forget to remember,
Those important people in our life.
Somtimes we forget to remember,

Perhaps husband, special friends or wife.
Let’s hope that we remember-

To show we always care
And remember it’s too late

When they are
no longer there.

Peter W. Hodgkins

Feather Pain
A pair of Blackbirds in our garden are busy with their brood
But I wonder if the cock bird has had some kind of feud
He looks a little worse for wear, his plumage is a mess
Why he looks quite so dishevelled, I can only guess.
Has he gone through a hedge backwards escaping from a cat?
Or whilst hiding from a bird of prey, perhaps it could be that.
Yet he’s a wonderful provider finding worms and slugs to eat
And sings much like a tenor, his song so crisp and sweet.
“Judge not a book by its cover” is a phrase that springs to mind
So to his state of being bedraggled happily I’m blind.
Derrick Bate

MEMORIES to my Dearest wife
Oh Memory is a wondrous thing,
It re-creates the old, and
Never failing seems to bring
To life a thread of Gold,
The days are past wherein we laughed
With carefree ring of youth,
For now we fight and play our part
For Freedom and for Truth.
But when the clouds are overhead
And all the world seems vain,
Remember days - and fun we had
And then you’ll laugh again.
For surely in these trying times
We need a rock to hold,
And nought compares I’m sure you’ll find
With joys you’ve known of Old.
From your loving husband (Jack Garwood)
This poem was found hidden inside the card 
below and sent to his wife but not thought to 
have been  found by her, whilst he was serving 
in the 2nd WW from somewhere in France.

CHRISTMAS LIST FOR SANTA

Daddy said, “Please make a list,
Of games and toys - things to play.

Then I can post it off to Santa,
First class - as soon as - without delay.

Letters must go to Lapland,
And December is drawing near.

There’s always lots of required requests,
One can imagine this time of year,”

Daddy said, “It’s time for hanging your stocking,
At the bottom of your divan.

So Santa knows where to place your presents,
As he always works to given plan.”

Looking at my sock, ‘cause I’m only six!
I know from my request - those presents

wouldn’t fix.
I crept stealthily along the landing,
Hoping not to cause any rumours,

And returned to my bedroom with a pair of -
Grandma’s bloomers.

Tying legs with string and displaying them most clear,
With bright red pen I wrote -

“FILL TO THE TOP” and
“MERRY CHRISTMAS”

Across the rear.

Peter W Hodgkins
Daddy said, “Please make

Around Audley Calendar 2017 should be available around end 
of September and will again be priced at £8 with profits going 
to Harp of Gold and Audley first responders. 

All details will be available on www.aroundaudley.co.uk  Or 
contact Duncan on 07752042688 
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community Centre Castle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?

Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING
AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN

6-11YEAR OLDS
7pM - 8/9pM

JAN-JuLY TERM TIME
pLEASE CONTACT
ADAM 0778841441

CRAFT CLuB
         £2.00 Entrance

£

MONDAYTHE ATTIC Charity Shop10.30am to 12.30pm
Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
Contact  Sheena  07779851739

TuESDAY

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  

WEDNESDAY
THE ATTIC  
Charity Shop & Coffee Morning
 8.30am until 12 noon

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 6-11yrs 5pm to 6.30pm

Sept - July Term Time 

£2.00 Entrance

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu - Self Defence~ 

6pm until 9.30pm. 

Contact: Deb 01782 785791

             pam. 01782 721577

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

 £

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

for more news see our facebook 
page or website.

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

THE ATTIC CHARITY SHOP
IS NOW OPEN

Mondays - 10:30am to 12:30pm

Wednesdays - 8:30am to 12noon
Including Coffee Morning

We are looking for volunteers to 
work in the charity shop.

Why not call in and have a chat.

AUDLEY & DISTRICT COMMUNITY CENTRE
Christmas Market 2016

Saturday 26th November 2pm to 6pm
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More than 70 years ago on the 
afternoon of Sunday, December the 
29th, 1940, tragedy struck home to the 
small community of Halmer End 
when a German Junker 88 plane 
released two bombs over the Rolls-
Royce factory in Crewe, causing the 
deaths of 17 people, one being local 
girl Elsie Potts.

It was the worst catastrophe in the 
history of Crewe Rolls-Royce, as well 
as the greatest loss of life in wartime 
Crewe.

This bombing was a bold piece of 
deliberate navigation and skill on the 
part of the aeroplane’s crew rather than 
a lucky chance as has been suggested 
by some previous commentators of the 

time.
From a perusal of documents compiled at the time, it 

is obvious the lone raider was tracked all the way to 
South Cheshire by radar and the Observer Corps even 
before it crossed the English coast from its base in 
Northern France.

Owing to cloud cover, the Junker was not intercepted 

despite attempts by fighters from 9 Group and 10 
Group.

By 3pm, the barrage control officer at Crewe, after 
being informed that a lone bomber was heading for the 
town, issued a yellow warning.
This was hardly sufficient time for raising the balloons 
but enough for the evacuation of the workers.

The sad fact is that no-one needed to have died if the 
warning had been passed on to the factory.

At 3.09pm, the bombs were dropped from a height of 
about 200feet, clipping the western end of the factory’s 
shop.

The aftermath of the explosion caused 16 deaths 
outright as well as destroying an electrical substation 
where a lone electrician was on a weekly inspection of 
equipment.

Local girl Elsie Potts who was unmarried and living 
with her parents in High Street Halmer End, a few 
doors above the Wesleyan Chapel at number 96, was 
not to return home on that fateful day.

Eye witness accounts recall seeing a German bomber 
appear briefly out of the clouds, then climb steeply back 
into the clouds.

A war memorial in the shape of an aircraft propeller 
was erected in the factory main hall with the inscription 
on the blade recording all 17 people who sadly lost their 
lives that day. 

No-One Needed To Have Died

Princes’s Trust 
Visit the Halmer End Institute.

The Prince’s Trust is a charity in the United Kingdom 
founded in 1976 by Charles, Prince of Wales, and 
Frederick John Pervin to help young people.  

They run a range of training programmes, provide 
mentoring support and offer financial grants to build 
the confidence and motivation of disadvantaged young 
people.  Each year they work with about 60,000 young 
people, with around 80% moving on to employment, 
education, training or volunteering.

Halmer End CIC contacted the Prince’s Trust for help 
back in March 2016 after they had completed work in 
the Halmer End Methodist Church.

The institute is in desperate need for decoration and 
has been neglected for a longtime and needed an urgent 
refurbishment.

Thankfully the team, run by Jason Vuchanan and 
Tom Perry agreed that we were a worthy cause hence 
their efforts to refresh the old girl commenced from the 
17th October when all the group descended on Halmer 
End, complete with all the equipment, paint, brushes 
rollers the lot all donated.

11 Students made up the group known as TEAM 356, 
they work from Andrews Place based in Newcastle.

Paris was the student supervisor and she organised 
all the team into groups with their responsibilities for 
the week with zones they would be working on, all very 
professional.

Not only 
were groups 
painting and 
decorating but 
also laying new 
paths.  Once 
again the team 

obtained all 
the paving 
stones, cement 
and sand to 
replace all the 
broken slabs and 
to create a new 
safe entrance path 
for us to use.

Halmer End 
CIC would like to 
thank the 356 
Team for their 
work ethic dedication and also the donations of 
material from Johnsons Paint, Deco 8 and Emeries 
Building Supplies.

In the background whilst the Prince’s Trust were 
working indoors Andy Richardson was working on 
making all the bowling green paving safe on the 
periphery of the green.  This project and the clearing of 
waste land at the rear of the CIC was helped by funding 
from Councillor Ann Beech.  Ann has been a 
wonderful supporter of our project and we are eternally 
grateful.                                        Mike Joynson.
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          Audley Patient Panel
                                  

Giving every patient at Audley Health Centre a voice 

                    Audleypatientpanel@yahoo.co.uk                                                                                             
 

Watch out for Shingles
Shingles, or herpes zoster, occurs when the dormant chickenpox virus, varicella-
zoster reactivate in your nerve tissues.  Early signs of shingles include tingling and 
localized pain.

Most, but not all, people with shingles develop a blistering rash.  You may also 
experience itching, burning, or deep pain.  Typically, the shingles rash lasts two to 
four weeks and most people make a complete recovery.  Open sores of any kind are 
always susceptible to bacterial infection.  

To lower the possibility of a secondary infection, keep the area clean and avoid 
scratching.  Secondary infection is also more likely if you have a weakened immune 
system.  Severe infection can lead to permanent scarring of the skin.  
Report any sign of infection to your doctor immediately.

Early treatment can help prevent it from spreading.

Winter’s coming - look out for the elderly
Now that winter is upon us once more please make sure you look out for the frail and 
elderly.

If you have a neighbour who is alone make sure you see them regularly so you know
they are OK.  Don’t let the frail and elderly suffer loneliness this winter.

Just because they are on their own doesn’t mean to say they need to be alone!

EPS (Electronic prescribing) update
The changeover to EPS has gone well.  Patients are now enjoying the benefits of not 
having to call into the practice once they have ordered their repeat prescriptions.
They are now sent directly to a pharmacy of your choice.
Will patients please note: they should still ask for the prescription to be made up at 
the pharmacy, as they would not normally be made up until requested.

If you or any of your family want to consider organ donations, why not visit www.
organdonation.nhs.uk where you will find all the information you need to sign up and 
become an organ donor when the time comes.  
If you would prefer to talk to someone about organ donating, then please call

0300 123 23 23
Cold weather can affect your health.  The Met Office provides 
the weather forecasts for broadcasts on radio and TV, so listen in 
to these bulletins regularly to keep up-to-date with the weather.

Severe weather warnings are also issued on the Met Office 
website, through the Met Office Twitter feed, or you can ring the 
Weather Desk on 0870 900 0100.



feATUReSAuDlEyCOMMunITynEWs@yAhOO.CO.uk 29

When Trevor Shepherd and Brian Simms established 
S&S Furniture in 1979, a company who specialised in 
the manufacture and fitting of kitchens, bedrooms and 
offices, Trevor’s children Michael and Rachel aged 9 and 
5 were busy being creative themselves.  Michael loved 
constructing with favourite toys Meccano and Lego, or 
building go-carts in the garage, Rachel loved drawing 
and design, her Fashion Wheel being a particular 
favourite.  These early pastimes were a good indication 
of their future careers.

Today, Michael and Rachel run the family business with 
Michael taking charge of fitting and Rachel design. 
Having worked for the company since leaving school 
Michael has over 30 years experience in the industry, 
knowledge which he puts to good use whilst also 
enjoying learning about new products as they enter the 
market.  Rachel has a degree in Fine Art and taught art 
and design for nearly 20 years, before joining the 
company enabling Trevor to retire in December 2015. 
She is thoroughly enjoying her new role as designer 

putting in to practice the famous William Morris 
quote she often discussed with her students:

“Have nothing in your home you do not know to 
be useful or believe to be beautiful”

S&S is a small family business who prides themselves 
in providing high quality kitchens, bedrooms and 
offices to suit any budget.

The company is based at 61-63 High Street in Silverdale, 
both have fond memories of exploring the building 
when Trevor first bought it back in 1979 converting 
what was an oatcake shop and house into a factory and 
showroom.  The building has undergone many changes 
over the years.  Whilst S&S still have the main ground 
floor showroom, Spokes bikeshop have taken over an 
extension to the side of the property, Bliss Bathrooms 
have a showroom to the front of the 1st floor, and Ivy 
May interiors are currently working on the showroom 
to the rear of the ground floor, (second hand, upcycled, 
and bespoke freestanding furniture coming soon).

So if your 
planning some 
home renovations, 
are interested in 
everything 
cycling, or just 
fancy a browse 
around, 61-63 
High Street may 
be worth a visit. 
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Audley & District WI 
News 2016

Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

I can’t believe I’m writing this 
and Christmas is nearly with 
us – where has the year gone!  

We’ve had a lovely year with 
new members and very good 
speakers.

In July, Kevin Reynolds came 
to talk about ‘Bats’.  He tried to encourage us to 
think differently about them as they’ve had a bad 
press.  Some slides were of lovely, cuddly ones, but 
then there were some frightening ones, which you 
wouldn’t want to meet on a dark night.

In August, Kevin’s wife, Kath Reynolds came to 
talk about ‘Goose Grease and Brown Paper’.  As 
you can imagine it was a lovely walk down 
Memory Lane, recalling all the old remedies from 
when we were young.  A lovely lady, very warm and 
funny, like a breath of fresh air.

In September, Joy Stevens talked about ‘My Life Inside’.  
It was very interesting to hear about her job in Stafford 
prison, teaching prisoners, encouraging them to learn, 
preparing them for a better life on the outside.  As you 
can imagine she had a lot of funny, warm stories.

In October our outing to Lancaster Castle was not 
what we expected.  It was a prison until 2011, and 
included two courts which are still in use today.  The 
courts have magnificent, carved woodwork and you 
find it hard to believe they have hardly altered over the 
several centuries they’ve been going.  The castle is 
owned by the Duchy of Lancaster, which of course is 
currently our Queen.  

Over 200 executions have taken place there, many 
for murder but the majority for stealing cattle and 
other offences.  It was opened as a prison in 1196, and 
the 1600s saw the infamous Pendle witch trials.  

The castle has awful cells where the accused were 
kept whilst waiting for their court appearance.  If 
found guilty, which most of them were, those 
sentenced to death were executed there.  It was very 
interesting, but it was awful to see what prisoners went 
through all those years ago, and I couldn’t wait to get 
out.

We also went for a walk along the Salt Line to the 
Pink Chapel where we enjoyed a cuppa before we 
walked back and tucked into a nice lunch at the 
Wilbraham Arms.

Well, I have so far knitted 60 squares for dementia 
patients, having shopped around various charity shops 
for wool, ribbons, buttons and bells, etc.  

Many of our members are knitting for this good 
cause and it will be interesting to see what the total 
number of squares will be.  A gentleman is coming to 
collect them at our October meeting, so watch this
space.  Anyhow, back to my knitting and filling my 

boxes for the Samaritan’s Purse.
“Didn’t the village do well again during the Breast 

Cancer Pink Week.  The W.I raised £170 on our cake 
stall.  I have never seen so many cakes.  Thanks to Sean 
the butcher for the use of the tables and gazebo”.

Audley WI would like to wish everyone a very happy 
Christmas and a healthy new year.

Pictured above left to right Anne Marsden, Ann 
Kirkham, Glenis Simpson, Sue Wood and Muriel 
Worrall.  

We have a new programme for 2017 so if you fancy 
joining us for a visit, come to the Pensioner’s Hall on 
the fourth Thursday of the month at 7pm for 7.15pm.

Phone me, Anne, on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for 
more information.
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Ian Is Now On The Rock
It is with sadness that we 
report that Ian Blythe our 
village PCSO has now 
relocated with his family to 
Gibraltar.  

Ian joined the force in 
February 2007 and he had 
been our parish PCSO since 
day 1.

Despite the public’s 
perception that PCSOs were 
policing on the cheap, Ian 
built up an excellent 
reputation within the local 
community.  He 

communicated with all age groups and took great pride 
in all aspects of his daily work.

Ian strived to help anyone in need no matter what 
and gave his full support to the local people with their 
issues and concerns.  He worked tirelessly with the local 
youth of our community in trying to find solutions for 
their needs.

Ian had a charm of his own, quietly spoken, he 
showed respect when approached and always listened 
to your concerns.  He will be sadly missed by all of the 
community and his colleagues in the force.  

We all wish him and his family the very best of luck 
for the future with their new life in Gibraltar.

And remind him he would be most welcome back to 
our community.

Operation Christmas Child
Yet again we are extending our 
thanks to the people of Audley and 
surrounding areas for the support 
they have shown to our recent events. 

Our first was a shoebox filling day 
on 24th September.  It was well 
attended by adults and children alike. 

The latest video was shown and it 
gave us an insight into some of the 
very poor conditions these children 

live in, but it also showed us how a little box filled with 
love can brighten the day for each of them.  It is good to 
see young people getting involved in these activities as 
it teaches them about the joy of giving. 

The youngest to attend was only five, and donated 
two of her best Barbie dolls to go in the boxes!

We have a lot of items donated beforehand, from 
toothpaste and brushes, soap, flannels and stationery 
items, to various knitted hats and gloves of many 
colours.  In all on the day we filled 104 boxes, with a 
few part filled boxes taken away to top up.  By the time 
you read this the boxes will be well on their way. I will 
let you know in the next edition the total sent.

Our second event was a fundraiser; a charity curry 
night at Alessi.  The staff came up trumps providing 
excellent service to all 76 of us!  A good time was had 
by all, with delicious food and a brilliant atmosphere.

We are very lucky to have this facility in the village, 
and I would encourage anyone who has not yet 
attended one of their charity nights, to give it a go.  

We made over £370 on the tickets and another £130 
on the raffle, so we raised just over £500.  This money 
will be split and some used to buy more items to fill 
boxes.  Some will be sent to cover the shipping of them 
and a very small amount will be used to cover the 
admin of printing etc. 

Lastly can I add my thanks to the many volunteers 
who deliver the leaflets to local houses. 

We try to cover all of the area, but if you do not 
receive a leaflet and would like one or indeed any 
information about Operation Christmas Child, then do 
get in touch with me at OCC@knightingale.org.uk     
Josie Knight.

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Christmas Wreaths & Holly
Seasonal Baskets & Shrubs

Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

Audley Male Voice Choir Notes
Our trip to Wales in August to present a concert at the 
Holy Trinity Church in Llandudno was a very 
enjoyable event.  Some members made a weekend of it, 
enjoying the fine weather and camaraderie of fellow 
choristers, partners and friends.

The concert itself was very well supported by 
holidaymakers, choir supporters and locals (including 
Audley ‘expat’ Dorothy Riley who sends Best Wishes to 
all her friends and acquaintances at home in Audley 
and District).  The efforts of the choir were very well 
received.  Solo performances were from Tenor Alan 
Griffiths, Baritone Douglas Parker and Bass Clive 
Barks.  Piano solos were ably presented by accompanist 
Ian Riddle.  A roof raiser was Offenbach’s Gendarmes’ 
Duet performed by Douglas Parker and Clive Barks 
with military aplomb and comedy.

They left the stage with the audience shouting for 
‘More’…………………

The concert was rousingly ended with a 
performance by the choir and audience of the Welsh 
hymn ‘Guide Me O Thou Great Jehovah’ by William 
Williams to the tune ‘Cwm Rhondda’ by John Hughes.

We were extremely pleased to receive an enthusiastic 
invitation by the organisers to return in 2017.

Also on a Saturday in August we resurrected the Choir 
Intersectional Bowling competition.  This social 
activity has been ‘rested’ for a number of years.  The 
venue was Barthomley Bowling Club and the day 
dawned in typical fashion with numerous showers for 
most of the morning.  The weather obviously affected 
attendance with merely a handful of hardy members 
present fifteen minutes before the scheduled start of 
proceedings.

However, miraculously the clouds parted, more 
contestants arrived and the competition commenced 
at the scheduled time.  Partners were drawn with 
novices paired with more experienced bowlers.  Even 
some of the chorister’s wives took part due to the 
reduced turnout.  The weather was fine for the whole 
of the afternoon and a very enjoyable time was had by 
all. Refreshments were kindly provided and served by 
the ladies.  The winners of the Bill Fryer Bowling 
Trophy were Brian Johnson, second Tenor and Ken 
Williamson, Bass who beat Allan Wright, second 
Tenor and George Sims, Bass.

Members of the choir attended a fun vocal workshop 
for adults at Penkhull Village Hall recently.  The event 
was presented by Apollo5 the associate group of 
Voces8 (who appeared with our choir at the Victoria 
Hall, Hanley, last April) and was part of the recent 
Penkhull Music Festival.  Many other local choristers 
also attended.  The event was a tremendous success 
with superb tuition by the members of Apollo5 who 
also rounded off the proceedings with stunning 
example performances of their repertoire.

It is with great sadness that we report the sudden death 
of Mandy Hallam B Mus (Hons) ATCL M Res

the daughter of our Musical Director Sue Hallam.
Mandy had become a much loved supporter and 

friend of the choir, taking on the role of rehearsal 
accompanist on the occasions when Ian Riddle was 
unable to attend.

She was also a very accomplished violinist, teacher 
of violin and accompanist for 
the Royal Stoke Hospital 
Ladies Choir.  Mandy was 
guest artiste at some of our 
concerts, giving memorable 
solo violin performances 
which sadly, remain only in 
the memory.  Rest in Peace 
Mandy.

Our thoughts and prayers 
go to Sue, Greg, David and 
family.                                                                                                                    
Mandy Hallam Copyright 
Geoff Reader
We also remind interested gentlemen out there, that 
we (Audley Male Voice Choir) rehearse on Thursday 
evenings at 7:30pm – 9:30pm in Audley Methodist 
Church Hall (ST7 8QF).  
Please visit on any rehearsal night     

“YOU WILL BE MADE VERY WELCOME”!
                        -‘Tenor Clef ’ (A Chorister)
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Forthcoming Events
Autumn Fayre on Saturday 26th November from 
12.00 noon to 2.30 pm
Many stalls, light lunches and children’s games room.  
All welcome.  Proceeds for Church Funds.
Advent
You will be welcome at any of our services at 10.00 am 
each Sunday during Advent from 27th November to 
Christmas Day.
Christmas Services and Events
Christingle Service on Monday 5th December at 
6.00 pm - with Emily Hoe from Birmingham 
Cathedral – all welcome, bring your children along 
and make a Christingle.
Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn on Wednesday 7th 
December at 6.30 pm
Christmas Praise with the Unity Choir and tenor 
soloist Philip Cartwright accompanied by Stefan 
Andrusyschyn with congregational carols followed by 
drinks and chip butties.
Carol Service Sunday 18th December at 10.00 am
When the preacher will be Rev’d Cecil Mann BA 
Christmas Day Sunday 25th December Family 
Worship at 10.00 am - with Rev’d Helen Hoe. 
All are welcome.  
In 2017 we celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the 
building of the Chapel 
Special events and services will be taking place during 
the year.  Look out for details on our web site:
www.halmerendmethodists.org.uk.  Minnie Pit 
Remembrance Day - Sunday 8th January 2017

Halmer End Methodist Church
Halmer End Methodist Church will be open from 
10.00 am until 2.45 pm for members of the public to 
call in and share in remembrance for all who died in 
the Minnie Pit Disaster of 12th January 1918.  The day 
will conclude with a short Service of Remembrance at 
3.00 pm led by Rev’d Helen Hoe.
During the day drinks will be served and there will be 
a small exhibition of memorabilia associated with the 
disaster. 
Sankey Service on Sunday 29th January 2017 at  
3.00 pm 
Our preacher will be Mr. Bryan Harrison.  This is  
the first of our special services to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of the building of the Chapel. 
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In our last issue we told 
of the ship Minerva and 
its crew returning to 
Plymouth, the crew for 
their summer leave and 
the ship for an extended 
maintenance period.

An RN reorganisation 
was due to take place in 
the autumn of 1980 and 
Minerva was to lose her 
status as Captain of the 
5th Frigate Squadron. 

We would henceforth 
have a Commander at 
the helm and appropriate 
lower rank officers in 
other posts and become 

part of the 7th Frigate Squadron.  
In the Communications Department The Chief 

Radio Supervisor would be replaced by a Radio 
Supervisor.  Knowing that my promotion to Radio 
Supervisor was imminent, I approached my superiors 
with the suggestion that I stay on and take up the new 
position.  This was approved and on 20th November 
1980 I was promoted and took up the new post.

Domestically it was a huge leap from the confines of 
a mess deck (often referred to as ‘the jungle’) to the 
more spacious Petty Officers Mess with separate 
sleeping quarters and a sizeable lounge for relaxation.

There were also many privileges, but a large increase 
in responsibility.  

Ship wise, we didn’t get off to a good start.  In early 
December whilst on weekend leave and only a skeleton 
crew onboard at Plymouth, a gale raged and additional 
measures had to be taken to secure ships.  However, 
during the night the storm peaked and a large 
dockside crane was blown over, crashing down on top 
of the helicopter hangar, buckling the roof, totally 
destroying a Seacat missile system, then landing on 
HMS Ambuscade tied up alongside us and smashing 
through a seaboat hanging from its davits.  

Returning to Minerva in the early hours of the 
Monday morning everyone had to clamber over the 
damaged crane to get onboard.  It took several weeks 
to effect repairs and get the ship ready for operations 
again and took us into early 1981.  Minerva was due to 
deploy to the Persian Gulf for 6 months.  This was a 
routine deployment that had been in existence since 
the outbreak of the Iran/Iraq war to protect British oil 
interests and shipping lanes and known as ARMILLA 
Patrol.

Throughout 1980 the UK economy had spiralled 
downwards, and the Defence Budget was cut.

The immediate effect for Royal Navy ships was to 
drastically reduce the fuel allowance, which resigned 
ships not on essential Operations to port, and resulted 
in a reduction in Operational Effectiveness.

Undergoing repairs and in any case consigned to port 
in Plymouth, there remained plenty to do to prepare 
for a lengthy deployment.  The copper wire aerials 
strung between the foremast and main masts that 
supported 5 transmitters needed to be replaced.

We were also heavily reliant on paper, and with 
several teleprinters chattering away constantly whilst 
deployed with updates on intelligence, operations, 
logistics, weather, navigational warnings and personnel 
issues, hundreds of teleprinter rolls had to be ordered 
and subsequently squirrelled away in every nook and 
cranny of our department store.

There were also briefings to attend regarding what 
Communications support would be available 
(Satellites, High Frequency radio links, additional 
special radio equipment to be fitted), Cryptographic 
codes for the various radio circuits and different 
Operational areas to be ordered.  Various continuous 
training courses for my team in a dockyard facility, 
and everyone had pre-deployment dental and medical 
checkups including inoculations.

Repairs and fuel shortages meant our pre-
deployment Operational Sea Training was limited.

However, we were to take part in the Royal Navy’s 
largest exercise SPRING TRAIN in the sea areas off 
Gibraltar prior to proceeding through the 
Mediterranean.  Minerva sailed from Plymouth, fully 
stored with food, ammunition and equipment spares, 
and with everyone having said their farewells to family 
and friends.  

There was, of course, no internet or mobile phones 
and our only means of remaining in contact was the 
old fashioned letter and news from the BBC Radio 
World Service.  It was normal for some skill fade after 
a few months alongside in port, plus a number of 
personnel had changed, therefore, in addition to 
normal work it was necessary to carry out numerous 
emergency drills - fire, flood, man overboard, 
helicopter crash on deck as we sailed down to ‘Gib’.

Arriving in Gibraltar, there were pre-exercise 
briefings (aims/objectives, conduct, etc) and several 
days of a sports olympiad between ships consisting of 
athletics, soccer, hockey, rugby and once more the 
obligatory ‘Rock Race’.

Once at sea, we settled into the two week exercise 
which saw the crew operate in ‘Defence Watches’ - 6 
hours on watch, 6 hours off, and gradually the 
Operational Effectiveness improved as the ship dealt 
with the threats posed.

Sailing from Gibraltar after a successful operational 
exercise and with more than a few sore heads after a 
last night around the many bars, Minerva traversed the 
Mediterranean at economical speed to arrive at the 
designated anchorage off Port Said ready for the Suez 
Canal transit.  

These were pre-terrorist times, and once at anchor 
small boats came up to us with local tradesmen 
hawking their wares of mainly tourist tat.

We also took onboard a ‘Gully Gully man’, an 
Egyptian magician dressed in Fez and traditional Arab 
robe, who gave several shows on the flight deck as we 
traversed the Suez.  His finale consisted of pulling a 

My Life In The Royal Navy 
by David Lovatt The story continues.
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piece of string from his mouth, which extended for 
yards and contained the flags of many nations.  

The Royal Navy had been at the forefront of 
operations to clear the Suez of mines and munitions 
prior to the reopening of the canal after its lengthy 
closure in the aftermath of the 1967 Arab, Israeli war.

The RN was held in such high esteem that Minerva 
led the convoy of various merchant ships through the 
Suez.  Once in the Red Sea the temperature increased 
quite noticeably, and we changed into tropical 
uniform, additionally, each Department prepared for 
our initial 6 week patrol of the Persian Gulf.

With the Shah deposed and Iran anti-West, the 
perceived threat was that Iran may sink a super tanker 
or two to block the entrance to the Gulf at the Straits of 
Hormuz, with its Chinese ‘Silkworm missiles’, thus 
depriving the West of much needed oil.  The presence 
of the Royal Navy would hopefully deter the 
aggression, give confidence to tankers plying the route 
and support allies in the Gulf.  However, we still had 
strict fuel rationing, and we sailed around at very 
economical speed and generally floated around in an 
area overnight.

This gave the opportunity for various activities.  
During the first ‘Dog Watches’ (1600-1800) it was 
usual to have some sporting activity on the flight deck, 
and some evenings films were shown there too.

An ‘English Garden Fete’ was organised with various 
stalls to raise funds for the Ship’s Charity.  Its quite 
surprising what can be found tucked away in a sailors 
kit locker - from female undergarments, wigs, fancy 
dress etc, so we even had a Gypsy Rose telling 
fortunes, and I recall the sideshow prizes being 
‘goldfish’ in little plastic bags and water, that had been 

sculpted from carrots.
One of my radio maintainers wanted to catch a 

shark, which most of us scoffed at, but armed with a 
large hook attached to a chain a couple of metres long 
then tied to cod line (a plaited rope), plus scrag ends of 
meat from the galley he persevered most evenings at 
the stern of the ship.  

Then early one evening several weeks after not even 
a bite, the buzz quickly went round the ship ‘He’s got 
something big’ and a crowd gathered on the flight deck 
to witness events.  After a lengthy tussle it became 
obvious a large shark was indeed on the end of the 
chain.

A request to the bridge for a gun to shoot the beast 
was refused, so as the shark hung over the ship’s side it 
was bludgeoned several times with a large axe from a 
fire locker.  Everyone closed in for a good look as it 
was hauled in and across the flight deck, but quickly 
scattered as it jaws chomped in a last act before death.

It was indeed a fine large specimen stretching the 
length of the flight deck.  

The Caterer, who never missed a trick to save money 
was quickly on the scene and after photos, it was 
butchered and the following evening the entire crew 
dined on Shark steaks.   
With morale high and plenty of activities onboard the 
first patrol passed quickly and Minerva headed out of 
the calm waters of the Gulf for a mid deployment 
break in Mombasa, Kenya.  

The final part of this story will be continued in the 
next magazine.  
                              David Lovatt.
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The Attic’s Birthday Party
The new Community Centre in 
Audley was opened in 1996 by Cllr 
Edie Boden on Sunday 25th of 
September 1996.  

The 25th of September 2016 was 
the 20th Anniversary of this opening 
which over the last twenty years has 
seen many Events, Meetings, Groups 

and many different types of parties.  

The party commenced with Eric Davies (Secretary), on 
behalf of the Trustees and Committee, inviting 
everyone to the Centre which started with singing from 
the children of Ravensmead School conducted by their 
teacher Mrs. Webb.  

After the singing Cllr Ann Beech was introduced.  She 
presented a gift to Skye, a member of Audley Youth 
Drop-In, who won a competition to think of a name for 
the new Charity Shop.  The Attic was chosen and Cllr 
Beech proceeded to cut the ribbon declaring The Attic 
open.  No party would be complete without a cake, 
which Cllr Beech cut.  Champagne was poured and all 
raised a glass in a toast to Audley Community Centre 
and The Attic.  The Attic is open on Mondays from 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm and Wednesdays from 8:30 am to 
12 noon.  On Wednesdays the Coffee Morning gives the 
opportunity of combining shopping with a drink and a 
chat with your friends.

The day had plenty of opportunities for shopping at The 
Attic and the various stalls.  In the hall, not only could 
you book your party, but for the children a (card) cake 
decorating competition, giving parents an idea of how 
the hall could offer different activities for birthday 
parties.  Entertainment in the hall, for part of the time, 
was provided by Tim Beckett, a local saxophonist, 
whose haunting melodies got feet tapping.

More fun for the children was provided in the car park.  
There were loads of activities for all ages.  A popular 
activity was the Spacebus.  A sort of activity centre on 
wheels, only there for an hour, but all children were able 

to explore its “space” very similar to children’s play 
venues in the area, with soft play, climbing frames and 
much more.

The Marquee hosted activities ranging from Punch and 
Judy to a Ju Jitsu demonstration by Sensi Deb of the Ju 
Jitsu Club, which runs on a Thursday evening.

Penkhull Ukulele Band played rousing tunes, Sarah 
Smith calmed everyone down with a Yoga 
demonstration, prior to her new group starting every 
Thursday at 10 am in the Centre.

A Fun Fair, Bouncy Castle, Hook a Duck and an 
inflatable Slide also offered plenty of fun things to do 
for the children, or those young at heart.

The Trustees and Committee of the Centre would like 
to thank all who took part, and the volunteers who 
worked so hard to put this event on.
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COLLEGE 
OF THE THIRD AGE

NEWCASTLE
ARE YOU OVER 50 AND LOOKING 
FOR SOMETHING INTERESTING 
TO DO?

Think about joining the College of the Third Age,  
a Newcastle based organisation meeting in the 
Assembly Rooms, Merrial Street, ST5 2AD.  We meet 
Monday to Wednesday between 9.30 and 4.00pm.

There are more than 25 recreational and educational 
classes on offer all run by volunteers.

For further information 
Email: Contact@NewcastleStaffsc3a.org.uk
Website: http://Newcastlestaffsc3a.org.uk
Or tel:01782 633009 during opening times only
You will be made most welcome.

Audley & District Probus
We have now settled in to our new venue at the 
Alsager Golf & Country Club where we continue to 
enjoy a good meal, good company and interesting 
speakers.

For example, we heard about the RNLI at our last 
meeting and we have many more interesting talks to 
look forward to in the coming months.

So, again (Ladies and Gentlemen) you would be 
most welcome - interested?  
Then call me on 01782 721894 for more details.

Ever thought of entering parliament?
Probably not.  However the AUDLEY & DISTRICT 
PROBUS CLUB is investigating the possibility of 
having a day trip to the seat of British government.

Several members and wives have expressed an 
interest in this outing and the club are offering a 
limited number of places to anyone not belonging to 
PROBUS who would like to come along.  

Dates and costing are not available at the moment 
but if you would like to register your interest without 
obligation then contact Don Caton on 01782 721894.

Finally, may I on behalf of all our Members, wish you a 
Peaceful, Joyous Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New 
Year.
Don Caton (Secretary)
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Audley OAP Association
Pensioners Hall

Events.
Monday Afternoon Bingo

Tuesday 4.30pm - 8.30pm Vibe Dance Class with
Shanice 07940515131

Wednesday 10.30am - 12pm Age UK Easy Exercise
Wednesday 7.30pm Whist Club

Thursday Drop in for coffee 9.30am - 11.00am
Thursday Audley Parish Council Every 3rd week

Thursday 7.30pm W.I. Every 4th week
Friday Fighting Fit Contact Sports 

4.30pm - 5.30pm Kids, 5.30pm - 6.30pm Teens
Contact Lee Ward 07751551939

Saturday 9.15am - 1.15pm Vibe dance class with
Shanice 07940515131

For more information on classes or to hire room 
Phone Joan 723609 or Pat 721003.

You can find us next to St James’ Church  
Church Street Audley.

A Very Happy Christmas
& Best Wishes for the New Year

Audley Ladies Choir
Audley Ladies Choir invite you to 

their Christmas Concert.
This is to take place on Tuesday 13th 

December 2016
To be held at St. James’ Church Hall 

At 2 30pm.  All are welcome.
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Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARk ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

ElEctronic cigarEttES aVailaBlE

 

DAily pApers - MAgAzines - sweets - 
ChoColAte - householD neeDs

Best vAlue loCAlly.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a DvD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night / 
20 new releases every month.  need to send 
a fax or have something laminated?  
we are agents for DrY clEaning.



tEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
Email:  sales@williamrileys.co.uk

williAM riley & sons ltD.

seeDsMen - ironMongers - hArDwAre - 
AgriCulturAl & hortiCulturAl MerChAnts

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm

            saturday 9am to 12.30pm.

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
floor tiling specialist

The regions premier floor tilers
floors removed, made good

floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial

free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

At competitive prices. 
Tel 07989 567227

Brochures & Samples available

84 Stephens way Bignall end Sot ST7 8NL

email: axelmayer@btinternet.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk


