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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

Caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

The Swan Inn
Chapel Street Bignall End

Linda & Paul are your hosts

01782 720622

Monday Night is Cheese Night  
Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ £2.20 per pint               

5pm-8pm. Draught & Cask Beers
 Eat for ‘£2’every Wed 5pm to 8pm

CAMRA Pub of The Month 2011 & 2015

Pub of The Year Merit 2011

Oakhams Academy of Excellence

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm
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TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tel: Clare
07808 192011
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Lara Dale of Bignall End started Clay 
pigeon shooting at the age of 11 years old 
with her father John as it has always been 
his interest and hobby.  She took to it as a 
natural shot from day 1 and soon started 
to impress at local sporting shoots with 
her talent. 

Her goal back then was to shoot for 
the County and get a Staffordshire Badge, 
and with Staffordshire being a large
county with a lot of talented shooters this 
was not an easy thing to achieve. 

Hot Shot Lara

Editor
Welcome to the new issue of the Audley 
Community news.

This issue of the magazine contains 
an extra 4 page report from your local 
Parish Council which I’m sure you will 
find of interest.

Each issue also brings to our readers 
news of success for some of our 
younger residents.

One such youngster is Cory
Culverwell who our magazine reported 
on quite sometime ago for his expertise 
as a dancer and who is now earning 
fame on the TV show Britains Got Talent.  

There is also an article below telling 
of Lara Dale who has been chosen to go 
to Germany as a representative for Great 
Britain Junior Skeet shooting team.

Our village should be so proud. 
The start of the year saw a visit from the 
Dangermouse Bikers helping to raise 

funds for Air Ambulance and most 
recently the Audley Medieval Society 
held its now annual event on the 
Millennium Green.

Our magazine once again contains 
articles referring to local groups who 
each year hold events to raise funds for 
causes in need.  These events are 
ongoing throughout the year and we 
should all say a big thank you to the 
people and groups who organise them.

Fund raising is a big part of our  
village scene and we should always help 
and promote theses events.

This year will bring up 50 issues of 
the magazine, something back in 2003 I 
would never have dreamed of.

A big thank you must go to the team 
of volunteers who help to steer me in the 
right direction, so thank you all.

Hope you enjoy your read.
Editor E. Moulton.

In 2014, aged 15 after shooting the 
various selection shoots, Lara made the 
team and went on to win newcomer of 
the Year, Lady Sporting Champion and 
Lady Olympic Skeet Champion 2014. 

Her dream then became to one day 
shoot for Great Britain, so in March 2014 
she attended a talent identification day at 
Bisley in Surrey held by British Shooting.  
She was one of 15, only 3 being, girls 
selected to go onto The England Talent 
Pathway to train with British Shooting  
in a new discipline for her, called Olympic 
Skeet. 

Olympic Skeet is regarded as one of 
the hardest disciplines due to the speed 
of the targets and as well as being 
technically difficult, the competitions are 
very intense and you need to be strong 
mentally to keep a cool head and focus.

Currently Lara uses a Beretta 692, 12 
gauge shotgun which weighs about 8lbs 
and she shoots 400 to 500 cartridges  
per week.  

Out of her comfort zone at first, 
adjusting to a new discipline Lara relished 
the challenge and travelled to training 
sessions all over the country as well as 
practising at every opportunity herself  
in between. 

On April 23rd a lot earlier than she had 
dreamed of, she received a call asking her 
to shoot in the Great Britain Junior team in 
The World Championships in Suhl,  
Germany in June.

British shooting see this as a huge 
learning experience for the young shooters 
and want to build a strong team for the 
future of the sport.  The team will be in 
Germany for a week, training before the 
competition. 

Lara would like to thank her sponsor, 
Mr. Tony Smith of Advanced Flooring 
Solutions who has selflessly and 
generously supported her and helped fund 
her shooting over the past 18 months.

Also thank you to Linda and Paul from 
the Swan Inn who, on hearing of the
news, immediately began trying to raise 
funds to help with the ever increasing 
costs, so Lara can pursue her sport.

As Lara continues to progress in her 
sport so the need for sponsorship 
continues.

We wish to make an appeal for any 
company, group or individual who can 
help to provide any form of sponsorship.  
It would be most welcome. 

Please contact the Editor who will 
pass on your details.

FEATuRES
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Leddys Field - Before and After
Leddys Field trees needed a haircut!
The decision has been taken by the Parish Council to 
continue maintenance of the area and a team of tree 
surgeons moved in.  Tim James The Borough Arborologist 
had his red mark on the trees to be removed.  Once the area 
was closed they were down in an unbelievable three days.  
Ten days drying out followed.  They were then cut into 
manageable shapes as the power force moved in - two 
magnificent shire horses and a determined pony.  Perhaps 
even more powerful and determined were Kate and her two 
colleagues, one an apprentice, who I could see loved their 
horses and trees and were expert with both.
Very quickly the logs were lined up by the brook and then 
dragged to the head of 

Grassy Green Lane where they were removed by lorry.  Job 
not yet done - the site was cleared expertly, leaving the 
ground well ploughed by horses’ hooves for spring
germination of the many seeds lying on the surface.  Much of 
the deadwood was left for insect life to occupy, some was 
chipped and neatly distributed to enrich the soil and last of all 
the team’s campsite cleared and left barely visible.  Enriched 
also were the pupils from Ravensmead who came to see the 
horses at work and learn how and why woodland is looked 
after.

Why was the work commissioned?  Enter from Hall Street, as 
you walk downhill look at the area the maintenance plan has 
involved.  You will see young saplings bathing in sunshine, 
growing but not forced to skinny height (etiolation) by too 
dense trees.  Look at the bluebells and daffodils and possibly 
the first of the shy new wood anemones.  But most surprising 
of all be amazed by the birdsong.  Far from being upset by 
the timely chopping of trees the birds are revelling in the new 

undergrowth, 
scurrying around 
for their lunch and 
tea.  Many walkers 
have seen several 
pairs of Kestrels 
who hover 
overhead, now 
better able to see 
their prey and 
plunge to seize it.  
In April the Council 
passed Phase 2 of 
the plan which 
involves some 
removal of 
saplings, mainly 
ash.  There are 
hundreds which 
is lucky as Ash 
Die-back Disease 
bans transporting 
these trees and ours may be a useful local
resource, especially as we have had little or no sign of Ash 
Dieback in Leddys field.  
And for the humans?  Space to walk, more sunshine and 
more wildflowers.  

Come and see.  Val Pearson

Grassy Green Lane where they were removed by lorry.  Job 

AuDLEY COMMunITY nEWS4 FEATuRES
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Thank you to everyone that came to any of the events we 
held last year and to everyone that supported us in anyway.  
We are pleased to say that we raised over £4000 in 2014.

This has meant that we were able to donate £2000 to 
the Harp family who put it towards the cost of a specially 
converted vehicle to allow Steve to get about more.  

We presented Paul Sargent with £1000.00 for Audley First 
Responders, which was used to insure the schemes vehicles.

This left £1000 in our Community Fund, forms are 
available from any of the team members or you can email 
emma.harrison7@btinternet.com if it is something you think 
a group you are involved in may be interested in applying for.

We have already donated £100 to the wonderful Jean, 
from Horsleys store, to help with her hard work in improving 
the village we all care about and we are also donating £100 
to the family and friends of Dan Hughes who are taking part 
in sponsored half marathon in aid of CRY, I’m sure you will all 
agree it is a very worthwhile cause. 

Please help us continue our work by supporting this year’s 
events.  We have already taken on the Yorkshire 3 Peaks 
Challenge and of course we will have Party in the Parish, this 
year it is slightly earlier on 20th June so that we can also 
celebrate Steve’s birthday.  We hope to see you there for Live 
Music, Football, Fun and Games.

Harp Of Gold 2015

Fashion Show and Ladies 
Pampering Evening
Friday 27 March 2015

From an idea put forward by Winnie 
Rayner, who also helped Dot Bourne  
and Sue Harrison to put on this new  
event for the Centre.  Posters were
made and distributed, tickets sold at the 
Centre and by phone, making the event 
a definite possibility.  Models were 
recruited from Centre users and 
volunteers, hours were spent sorting and 
choosing clothes for the show and 
designing the lay-out for the show.

At the event more than 80 ladies 
attended, some buy-ing their ticket  
on the door.  

The next couple of hours were spent 
watching the models strutting their stuff 
on the cat walk, drinking tea or coffee or 
a glass of wine and sampling the cakes.

Two local businesses were present  
for the ladies to sample some of their 
wares - Purity with Andrea Middleton 
and her team of colleagues, Jen + Tonic 
with Jeni Smith from the Therapy Room 
in Audley. 

The only male present was Duncan 
Richardson who was taking photos  
and video of the show. 

The types of clothes modelled and for 
sale were suitable for all ages and sizes. 
The show included dresses, coats,  
skirts and tops, shoes and handbags. 

During the interval there were 
opportunities to buy clothes, bags, 
jewellery and purses from the rails and 
stalls.  They could also check what’s 
available for them at Purity and try a 
head massage; and have a free hand 
massage with Jeni. 

Compere Kate Quick did a great job  
of announcing the catwalk show and a 
playlist was provided by Winnie Rayner, 
for the music accompanying the models. 
The models were Trish Steel, Clare 
Kelsall, Winnie Rayner, Sandra Ginnis, 
Jan Robinson, Donna Wilcox, Carol 
Lawler, Helen Chatfield and Cynthia 
Heath. 

The evening made a contribution  
to the Centre Extension Fund of 
£661.83 after expenses.

Thanks to all who made this night a 
huge success.  These included Pam 
Forster and Deb Forster for making the 
teas and coffees, Duncan for taking 
photos and a video, Mary Davies taking 
tickets on the door and selling a football 
team raffle in the interval and Esme 
Kelsall helping with the models. 

A big thank you to all the ladies who 
turned up to make the evening so 
successful and profitable. 

Another big thank you goes to all 
those who donated clothes both for  
the fashion show and the Wednesday 
Coffee Morning and Charity Sale. 

More photographs can be seen  
on the Centre’s website -  
audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

To keep up to date with events at the 
centre, “like” their page on Facebook.
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Jeanette and Sam from

Ebony & Ivory 
Hairdressing

ARE NOW MOBILE!
Call or text

Jeanette on 0794 012 7805
or

Sam on 0754 508 7782

Working hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 8pm

Saturday 8am - 1pm

Well Done Mum
Julia Eardley has recently 
been awarded a first class 
honours degree in 
Occupational Therapy at the 
age of 50!

She has managed to 
achieve this alongside work 
and family commitments as a 
single parent.  We know these 
last 3 years have not been 
easy for her.  Julia has spent 
an enormous amount of time 

travelling to and from Derby University, reading and studying 
every spare moment she had and hour upon painful hour sat 
at the computer, sometimes 13hours at a time, writing 
countless essays and then finally her dissertation.

Of course it has paid off as the first class classification is 
testimony to.  Julia doesn’t do anything by halves and gives 
everything 100%.  Georgina and Danielle her two daughters 
would just like her to know how proud they are of her 
achievements and how much she is loved.

You may have read and heard about the efforts and 
contributions of many people locally to the Samaritan’s Purse 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox appeal.  I thought you 
might like to read a little about where our boxes end up.

Many of the shoeboxes from our area went to Romania 
and Albania.  Ian Taylor, the Regional Coordinator, along with 
a group of volunteers and local church partners in Romania 
did the distribution in December 2014.  They saw that the 
gifts and a message of hope went out to 1000s of children.  

Ian has provided me with pictures of some of the children 
who received the gifts to share with everyone and so share 
the joy that this brought to so many children.  He also 
provided pictures at the airports of the regional volunteers 
who helped distribute the gifts in Romania and Albania.  

Also included is a photo opposite of some of the volunteers 
from St. James’ Church Audley in the lorry with some of the 

Operation Christmas Child boxes collected 
locally.  From left to 
right are Jane Brant, 
Ken Jones, Barbara 
Jones, Mandy Everill, 
Angela Rutter, Bill 
Holmes and Ann 
McCabe.

One of the local groups involved in the Shoebox appeal is 
based in Audley.  Due to a change to Operation Christmas 
Child’s national policy on Facebook pages, Dawn Dobson has 
had to set up for us a new group page in place of the 
previous page.  Please find us at “O.C.C. Audley” on 
Facebook.  At the moment, you can follow a link from our old 
page “Audley Shoe Box Appeal – Operation Christmas Child”.  
Please join us in supporting this worthy charity.  now is the 
time to start putting aside box fillers for when the local 
campaigns launch again in September.  

Ann McCabe 0745041095

RSPCA Event in 
Halmer End.
The Staffordshire north branch of the RSPCA held its second 
Microchipping event at Halmer End Methodist Church on 
31st January 2015.  This is their second visit to Halmer End 
and has proven to be an even bigger success than our first, 
with twenty dogs and eight cats being chipped.  This well 
appointed venue has become a firm favourite for RSPCA 
events in the Audley area and we now look to expand our use 
of the church for more diverse RSPCA events.  Angela Rutter.
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.
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spinning
CLAssEs

profEssionAL 
nutritionAL 

ADViCE

CirCuit 
trAining

pErsonAL 
trAining

KorE fitnEss, stonEwALL inDustriAL EstAtE, siLVErDALE
www.KorEfitnEss.Co.uK   KorEfitnEss

  KArL - 07947566670  or  BEn - 07881205684

2015 is a very important year for our 
WI.  We are celebrating our 60th 
anniversary and will be having a birthday 
party on 25th June, then in September 
the whole of the WI will celebrate their 
100th birthday.  We hope to have 
another celebration which is yet to be 
arranged, but is likely to be sometime in 
September.

On 2nd June a member from each 
WI will attend a special WI birthday 
party at Buckingham Palace. Each WI 
held a ballot and member Hazel Plant 
was picked to represent us – I can see 
a new hat on the cards!

Did you know that the Queen Mother 
was a member of the WI, and the 
Queen and Duchess of Cornwall are 
both members?

I will also be attending the 100th 
AGM at the Royal Albert Hall on 4th 
June but thank goodness I won’t need a 
hat!  I’m really looking forward to 
hearing all the ladies singing ‘Jerusalem’ 
as the acoustics there are brilliant.  
Many years ago you had wear a hat to a 
WI meeting and you had to be invited to 
attend.

Since the last publication of the 

Audley & District Wi  
News April 2015

Audley news our group has moved from 
St. James’ Church Hall to the
Pensioner’s Hall, which we feel will be 
better for us.

In February we enjoyed Phil 
Hardaker’s talk about ‘Sculptural Work’.  
We were very surprised to hear about 
the amount of work around our county 
that he has produced.  Phil is a very 
talented man who tries to make a 
difference in schools and clubs, helping 
children to produce artwork.

The Lyme Trust came in March to tell 
us how the Trust was set up to support 
the homeless, which could have arisen 
through illness, addiction, financial or 
family problems.  They own quite a few 
properties in newcastle below the 
Catholic Church, which have been 
turned into rooms where they can live 
while the Trust help them to get a job 
and somewhere to live, ensuring they 
get all their entitlements.

April brought Terry and Anita Mancey 
(Anita is a WI member) who came to 
talk to us about ‘The Rare Breed 
Survival Trust’.  It was enlightening to 
learn about the amount of breeds, eg, 
cows, pigs, sheep, horses and fowl that 
have become extinct due to the public’s 
preference for lower costs rather than 
the quality of what they eat.

Some of our ladies enjoyed our 
annual walk through Mill Dale to see the 
bluebells.  It was a lovely spring day that 
ended up in the White Lion at 
Barthomley for some welcome 
refreshments.

In July we are looking forward to 
Trevor Raitrick discussing ‘From 
Genealogist to novelist’.  Then in August 
we will hear about ‘Operation Christmas 
Child’ with Adam, and ‘Wood Carving’ 
with Gerald Maddock in September.  If 
you want details or information 
regarding our meetings please contact 
Anne, 721957, or Glenis 722009.  
We meet on the fourth Thursday of 

each month in the Pensioners Hall at 
7pm.

FEATuRES

 

Come and see our exclusive Merlin Range.

nOW on live display.

Stoves of all makes and models available

nEW OPEnIng hOuRS

Wed to Saturday 10am - 2pm
Appointments can be made any-time including Sunday

Life time Guarantee on the stove body.

ThE STOvE EMPORIuM LTD.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244  www.tseaudley.co.uk
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Doris Till was born in June 1921 at 
Shelton new Road, Basford.  She had 
two half-sisters, two older brothers and 
an older sister.  When she was 2 years 
old another brother was born.  Their 
father had to take jobs where he could in 
mines or pot banks.  When her mother 
died Doris was just 7 years old.  She 
attended Harpfields Mixed Infants, Girls 
Primary and Mixed Senior schools and 
left at the age of 14. 

Doris’s first job was painting Santas at 
the Wiltshaw & Robinson factory in Stoke 
(famous for Carlton Ware).  She then 
worked in The Cosy Cafe, Lonsdale 
Street in Stoke where she collected the 
autographs of Stoke City players of the 
time, including Stanley Matthews, when 
they called into the cafe.  Doris attended 
some Stoke matches with her brother at 
this time.

At 18, as needs must, she went to 
Rhyl for a season, working in a cafe with 
board&lodgings, sending money home to 
the family.  She returned to work at Ye 
Old Crockery Stores in Hanley as a shop 
assistant.

In December 1941 the Conscription of 
Women became legal and as Doris was 
20, she was called up.  She failed the 
medical for the WAAF and was sent to 
work at RAF Stafford in the nAAFI.  By 
1944 she found herself (having 
volunteered) on Salisbury Plain, living 
under canvas.  Still working in the
nAAFI, she was serving the men who 
would be casualty replacements 
preparing for the D-Day operations.  She 
remembers the morning of the 6th June 
when the camp was empty and the 
distressing aftermath.  She regards this 
part of her life as hard work, a lot of fun 

(which was essential) 
and a valuable 
experience.

Doris returned to 
Stafford and was later 
made Manageress.  In 
1947 she moved back 
home to look after her 
father.

It was at Pauldens, 
her next place of work, 
where she met her 
husband, John, from 
Audley.  She was in the Accounts 
Department, he in Lino & Carpets.  They 
married and came to live in Old Road.  
Many will remember John (Jack) Williams 
as a PMT bus driver and inspector.

Their daughter, Gillian, was born in 
1949 and Doris finished employed work.  
For many years Doris suffered greatly 
with ill health and pain.  She had several 
operations and treatments and was 
diagnosed at one point with terminal 
bowel cancer.

When Gillian went to the Orme Girls 
school Doris began working in Audley 
Post Office, then moved to the Accounts 
Office at Embreys Bakery where she 
finally finished her paid working life at the 
age of 59, being made redundant.  It was 
at the bakery that she had joined a union 
for the first time and became a member 
of the Labour Party.

Doris has always been a music-lover 
and supported Audley Male Voice Choir. 
When she was 60 she joined Audley 
Ladies Choir and sang with them until 
she was 84.  She helped organise 
concerts and bring&buy events for 
various charities.

Along with husband John, Doris joined 
the Audley amateur dramatics group who 
eventually took over the old cinema/bingo 
hall in Hall Street which became Audley 
Theatre.  She took part in various plays 
and pantomimes and did general stage 
work.  She remembers Jackie Trent and 
Tony Hatch (as will many readers) 
performing the opening ceremony in April 
1969.  As I wrote this, we heard the sad 
news of Jackie Trent’s death.

In the early 1980s Doris was 
encouraged to stand for the Parish 
Council.  She served the people of 
Audley for 15 years.  During that time 
she dealt with all kinds of village issues 

including Open Cast Mining.  She was 
persevering and conscientious in her 
work for others.  During Doris’s 
chairmanship the Parish Council took 
over what had been Audley Infants 
School Annexe and the ground with it 
and the Audley Parish Bowling Club was 
formed.

Doris was a Governor at Ravensmead 
School for many years, and the Chair of 
Governors for 4 years, taking an active 
part in school life.

As a member of the ‘Friends of 
Audley’ group (instigating Audley in 
Bloom for several years), Doris became 
involved in the Audley Millennium Green 
Trust and was Secretary for 10 years.  
For many years she has been involved 
with Audley & Hardingswood Charity and 
Relief Committee, an old local charity 
which unfortunately, due to financial 
irregularities, uncovered by Doris, is in 
the process of folding.

Doris is still a member of the Labour 
Party and keeps up to date with the 
political scene, locally and nationally. She 
is an active member of the Audley 
Millennium Green Trust. 

She enjoys the events put on by LAP. 
She reads and knits for her family and 
continues to love her music.  She had a 
computer for her 80th birthday and has 
just replaced it with a lap-top – so 
Googling is a hobby and keeping in touch 
with her family.

Doris has always refused awards and 
has never sought publicity.  A volunteer, 
in her view, should not seek recognition, 
but works for the benefit of others. 

She was reluctant to tell her story – 
I’m glad she was persuaded.  

When asked about her Labour ideals 
and possible political influences – she 
simply referred to her life experiences. 

Margaret Pointon

Doris Williams
A reluctant interviewee

AuDLEY COMMunITY nEWS8 FEATuRES
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Audley M V Choir 
The Ship Sails On
By the time this particular edition appears in print Philip 
Broadhurst’s involvement with the choir, which has lasted for 
over 40 years will have come to a much publicised curtain call 
with a truly lovely moving concert atmosphere at the Victoria 
Hall.  

The audience “were up for it” as the saying goes and I  
think all who were there thought the choir responded with  
equal enthusiasm and determination to “See Him off”, 
metaphorically speaking of course.

Presentations were made and the choir chairman Ken 
Williamson presented Philip with, amongst other items, a  
cheque culminating from choir members secret donations 
sufficient to pay for him to go to newcastle!.

now I know some choir members are considered to be a 
little frugal with monetary blessings to others including wives 
and partners but in this instance they came good with 
something to send Philip “as far away as possible’.  Did I hear a 
little Frankie Howard titter there?  now the well - travelled
people of Audley are no doubt aware, other newcastle’s exist in 
hotter parts of the world “so good on yer lads” for coming up 
trumps.

Floral presentations were also made to Philip’s wife Brenda 
and daughter Elizabeth who have formed the rock on which 
Philip has stood and been able to perform.  The choir owes 
them also a debt of gratitude.  Elizabeth often stood in as the 
choir’s accompanist and it was whilst she was acting in this 
role we remember a most treasured memorable moment.  
Following a rather fraught practice on the afternoon prior to the 
opening competition of the Malta International Music Festival in 
1990 she admonished us with a “How could you do that to my 
Father?”  A formidable lady even then in her tender years.  
needless to say we went on to win our section later that 
evening.

As in all sad passing’s, as the ship disappears over the 
horizon there are others in hope and wonder who say look a 
new ship appears out of the mist and in our case the new ship 
comes in the form of Sue Hallam the choir’s recently appointed 
Musical Director.  True to our democratic ideals Sue was 
selected by choir members out of two other very talented 
candidates in January this year and has been ‘Lady in waiting” 
as it were until the 1st April 2015.  no jokes please, this date 
also celebrates the 20th Wedding anniversary of one of the 
choir members.

The choir has had a “Brief Encounter” with Sue in the recent 
past and enjoyed the experience!  However, her real test comes 
now in upholding the spirit of its members and persuading the 
more set in their way traditionalists that the change can not 
only be good albeit different but also that the distinctive sound 
of the Audley Male Voice Choir will continue to be heard in  
the village for many years to come.

Sue Hallam, pictured above right, is already well known and 
established within the music scene in north Staffordshire and 
lives on the outskirts of newcastle.

She retired as Head 
of the Stoke-On-Trent 
Music Service in early 
2000 having worked 
in High Schools and 
Primary schools 
across the county for 
over 33 years.  She 
justifiably takes great 
pride in her own 
contribution to the 
development of 
choral singing in the 
city for young 
people aged 4 to 18 
which come to think 
about it, is quite 
within the mental 
age of one or two 
of our members “it 

has been alleged”?
Sue is five foot something, comes packed with a slightly 

explosive spirit and a sting like a butterfly, introducing a keep fit 
regime for singing that is putting muscles in places slightly 
taxing on the parts that a pint of Guinness cannot quite reach.  
With a hint of determination that says “I’ll make you smile if it 
kills me’.

By her own admission the male voice repertoire is not one of 
her strongest points and so perhaps has a steep learning curve 
to negotiate.  The choir has a duty to be patient and wait for 
the real Sue Hallam to emerge like a true “Madam Butterfly” 
and she will be first to admit the choir has been built on an 
excellent foundation, so no pressure there then!

On the concert scene the choir is not overwhelmed by an 
abundance of engagements this forthcoming year but that said 
there are a few irons in the fire instigated by Sue which may be 
in the public domain in the near future and we are always 
‘Open to offers” to show what we can do.  With the permission 
of wives and partners of course.

Current information of forthcoming events.
June 13th ...... St. Peters Church Rickerscote Stafford
June 22nd ....  St. Johns Church Wolstanton

For the choir to retain its hard won support within the Audley 
area and the village in particular we ask for eligible bachelors 
and ok, attached men with management approval to come and 
join us.  Perhaps then it could be seen that a continued affinity 
with the area is possible and achievable.  A reminder that the 
choir’s newly produced CD and DvD are now 
available from any chorister or Gordons 
Hairdressers on Church Street Audley.

The choir meets every Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm at  
Audley Methodist Church Hall, new Road Bignall End.

For all those interested in the choir please ring 
01538361266, contact any chorister, make yourself known  
at one of our concerts or just feel free to visit our website at

www.admvc.co.uk  

nEWS FROM AuDLEY MALE vOICE ChOIR
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We identified some time ago that we 
needed to replace units in our hall 
kitchen, this was then confirmed when 
one of the wall units collapsed and fell 
off the wall.  Plans were drawn, and a 
decision to actually turn the kitchen 
through 90° and create a store room at 
the same time was finally agreed.

An estimated cost of £20,000 was 
obtained, and we set about trying to 
raise this money by our own efforts, and 
at the same time applied for grants from 
various sources. 

We were able to raise some £14,000, 
the main contributor being Mothers 
Union with their coffee mornings/sales 
and also their twice yearly sales.  We 
are indebted to these ladies for all their 
hard work and financial support.  In 
addition we had support from The W.I. 

and Audley Ladies 
Choir.  Individuals 
also supported us 
with donations, and 
particular thanks go 
to Geoff Mackey for 
his kind donations 
from his after dinner 
speaking engagements.

We were also fortunate to receive 
grants from Garfield Weston Trust, and 
we are thankful to Ann Beech and our 
Parish Council for their kind financial 
support.

Those who have already used these 
new facilities have expressed their 
delight in this equipment, and we hope 
that it may encourage more people to 
make use of the facilities we have to 
offer.

St. James’ Kitchen 
Refurbishment

I would like to express my thanks to all 
who have contributed in any way to this 
project.

As I write this article we have heard 
that we have secured a further grant 
from WREn which will enable us to 
provide suitable disabled facilities in our 
hall.  This will then make our hall a very 
desirable venue, and one we offer to all 
in our parish whatever your occasion.

Brian Dodd.
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Corey Has Talent
Corey Culverwell of Chapel Street 
Bignall End, a former pupil of the 
Ravensmead and Sir Thomas Boughey 
Schools, started dancing when he was 
10yrs old at Fahrenheit Dance Studio in 
Fenton, attending regular classes with 
dance teacher Mitch Clarke.

Corey joined in many competitions 
with UDO and when taking part in the 
World Championships in Blackpool he 
was scouted by Choreographer Kate 
Prince the founder of Zoonation Dance 
Company.  Corey travelled every 
weekend by train to London from the 
age of 12yrs and is still travelling now.  
Corey received a scholarship and trained 
with Zoonation attending classes to 
learn different styles of dance. 

Being part of Zoonation was where 
he made his close friends Mikey, Mike, 
Dylan and Jaigh.  They have trained 
together and shared many experiences 
and opportunities with Zoonation.  

As the years have gone by the boys 
have become close like brothers.

Corey has performed in many 
performances over the years and played 
the Lion in “Groove on Down the Road” 
at the Queen Elizabeth’s theatre on the 

Southbank in 2013.  There 
were pictures advertising 
the show all through 
London on bill boards, taxis 
and in the tube stations.  
Corey and Mikey went on 
to perform at the Royal 
Opera House in Covent 
Garden in 2014 in the 
Zoonation’s performance 
“Mad Hatter’s Tea Party”.

Corey played the White 
Rabbit.  As parents we 
were extremely proud of 
Corey and his hard work and 
achievements.

Corey and the boys formed Boyband 
and auditioned for Sky1’s Got To Dance 
in 2014 and got to the Live finals with 
Ashley Banjo from Diversity as their 
mentor. 

The boys have now auditioned for 
Britain’s Got Talent and had a standing 
ovation from all 4 judges and received  
a Golden Buzzer from Ant and Dec 
taking Boyband straight through to  
the Live Semi Finals. 

We are so proud of Corey and the 
Boys and we wish them the best of luck 

and hope that they have the support 
they deserve.

The front cover of this magazine 
shows left to right seated Mikey, Dylan, 
Jaigh and standing Mike and Corey

Kelly Culverwell.
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Once again our village was the venue 
for the Dangermouse Bikers Rally, when 
in early February they all met up at the 
Bignall End Cricket Club ground to help 
raise the much needed funds to help 
maintain the local Air Ambulance 
service.

This is now an annual event and 
despite it often being referred to as the 
Frozen nuts Rally, due to the normally 
icy conditions they have to contend with 
during their weekend’s camp out, this 
year’s event gave them sunshine and 
must be a first for many years.

The Dangermouse Bikers are a group 
of motorcyclists from all parts of the 
country based here in Stoke on Trent 
who socialize and meet to help to raise 
money for charitable causes, their main 
one is of course Air Ambulance who 
totally rely upon donations to fund their 
emergency service.

Pictured left to right front John 
Harrison Chairman of Bignall CC, centre 
Alison Potts Air Ambulance and Trevor 
Gerrad Dangermouse Chairman.

Fundraiser Bignall End 
Cricket Club

The event is open to all  
who wish to come along and 
join in.  The fund-raising 
events consist of raffles and 
prize draws and a musical 
theme for all to enjoy.

This year’s event helped 
to raise £750 by the 
Dangermouse Group and 
Bignall End Cricket Club 
made a donation of £250 
making a grand total of 
£1000.

A big thank you must  
go to the Bignall End
Cricket Club for providing the facilities 
each year and also to the Bikers who 
not only visit the event for self 
enjoyment but also to help support 
groups who so need funds to provide  
us with emergency cover.

FEATuRES

Cricket Club for providing the facilities 
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A Tribute to Ettie Pemberton
(nee Howell)

Ettie was born on the 
22nd December 1929 and 
spent her childhood with 
her sister Pam living at 
Rye Hills with her parents.  
Her father Frederick 
Howell was a miner and 
mother Jessica a 
seamstress.  Ettie’s time 
as a young girl was very 
happy and carefree, 
despite the lack of money 
and the anxieties of 
wartime, both she and her 
sister had a safe and 
secure childhood.

From an early age Ettie had a thirst for knowledge.  Her 
mother often got exasperated at the lack of response from 
Ettie when asked to do chores as she was so engrossed in 
books and was often chased out of the house.

At the age of 11 she won a school scholarship and also top 
marks in Staffordshire and this earned her a place at the 
prestigious Orme Girls School.

Despite being a poor relation Ettie sailed through her time 
at the high school and after finishing her education embarked 
on a lifetime career as a nurse.  Times were hard then as a 
16 year old, living at the hospital and having to live off meagre 
rations of toast and cold boiled potatoes.

Ettie also enjoyed her life as a teenager having a number of 
boyfriends and she ended up breaking a few hearts until she 

finally found her first husband Bernard Sumnall.  Bernard was 
a local coal merchant and when they were married they lived 
in High Street, Alsagers Bank.

Ettie had 2 children, daughter Lynne and son Gary, but 
despite the birth of her children she continued to work as a 
nurse.  Ettie from an early age had her own health problems 
and suffered from asthma, which resulted in the family 
relocating to Blackpool as the air there helped with her health 
problems.  Sadly Ettie’s marriage to Bernard broke down in 
the early 1970s.

Ettie continued working as a nurse and whilst nursing met 
and fell in love with Harold who she was nursing at the time.  
He became her soul mate and friend.  Harold was also very 
supportive to her two children who were very proud to see 
their mother so happy.

Both Ettie and Harold enjoyed life to the full despite 
Harold’s health problems.  They enjoyed many holidays to 
foreign places, often returning with tales of narrow escapes 
they had encountered during their journeys.  

Sadly Harold died approximately 10 years ago, this was a 
devastating time for both Ettie and her family.

Despite this Ettie continued to enjoy her life even though 
she herself was struggling with her own health problems, 
having arthritis and rheumatism which caused her so much 
pain.  

Ettie had dedicated her life to nursing and bringing up her 
children.  

Despite all the hardship and challenges she met she was 
an amazing mother, nurse and friend to so many.

Ettie sadly passed away aged 84 on the 10th December 
2014 and her funeral service was held at the Carleton 
Crematorium on the 30th December 2014.

It is with sadness that the 
death of Stanley Jones of 
Station Road Halmer End was 
announced on 5th February 
2015, the beloved father of 
Sandra, Diane and Alan and 
brother of Ethel, Frances, Chris, 
Winston and Barry.

A very well known, liked and 
respected member of the local 
community and a very
accomplished all round 
sportsman.  In his younger days 
he played football and was 
never cautioned by a referee, 
an act he would have found to 
be a slight on his good 
character.  

When his playing days were over he turned to football 
management and helped to take Halmer End F.C. to two 
extremely successful years in the game.  After spending the 
winter months at a football pitch, the summer months would 

see him on the cricket field.  Here again he revealed his 
sporting prowess, winning several trophies during a long 
career.  

Having retired from both football and cricket he turned his 
attention to playing bowls and continued to collect trophies.

To the end of his days he held two remaining passions: 
cycling, which from a very young age enabled him to travel, 
taking him to many parts of the UK and Europe.  

Fitting in amongst these pastimes was the love of his 
garden, where he could be found most days throughout the 
year.  It was only during the latter few years of his life, when 
ill health took its toll, that Stan would not pay a daily visit or 
visits to his beloved garden.

Dad, or Stan as he will always be remembered, was a man 
of great warmth and generosity.  A man who will be sadly 
missed not only by his immediate family, but also by many 
people in the local villages and by members of the various 
sports and social clubs of whom he was a member.

The funeral service was held on the 19th February at St. 
John’s Church Alsagers Bank, the service was conducted by 
Reverend Kip Chelashaw.
Audley Community news wishes to pass on its condolences.

“When an Old Cricketer Leaves the Crease”
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When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 

Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

Daniel Thomas Hughes
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Daniel 
Thomas Hughes aged 28 years, he passed away on the 19th 
March 2015 at his home in Bignall End.  Dan as he was 
known was the treasured son of Sue and David, a much 
loved brother to Kim and Daz and adored partner of Sue and 
a loving nephew and grandson and a respected friend to 
many.

A fitting tribute was held at his funeral service at the 
Bradwell Crematorium on the 7th April 2015 where many of 
the congregation wore Stoke City football shirts and bright 
colours in memory of Dan. 

The service was a celebration of his life.  Dan attended the 
Ravensmead Primary School and then continued his 
education at Sir Thomas Boughey High School.  He was 
always the life and soul of a party, always game for a laugh.

 He was a local football player playing for Alsagers Bank 
FC.  His love of football started as a young lad playing for 
Betley and he was a season ticket holder at Stoke City.  He 
also loved snowboarding with his friends in France. 

Many people packed the crematorium to pay their final 
respects to the much loved Dan.

Dan will be sadly missed by his loving family and the many 
friends who knew him. 

 All donations were given to CRY Cardiac Risk in the 
Young.

Please accept our condolences.

Valerie (Val) Higginson
Suddenly after a short illness, Val aged 69 passed away on 
4th February 2015 at the Sycamore Ward at Bradwell 
Hospital.  Val was a very special mother to Gary, the late 
Linda (Moulds), David, Paul and Jane.  She was an adored 
Grandmother and Great Grandmother.

Val originally came from Bradwell and after meeting the 
late Raymond (Ray) Higginson they soon married and spent 
time living in Diglake Street, Bignall End where they started a 
family and Val was soon looking after her 4 children, Gary, 
Linda, David and Paul.  They then moved to Queen Street in 
Audley and Val had her last child Jane.  The family have lived 
in Queen Street for 43 years.

The service was held at St. James’ Church, Audley for all 
her family, friends and neighbours followed by a service at 
Bradwell Crematorium and a gathering at the Swan Inn, 
BIgnall End.

On the day of the funeral Val’s 3 sons and 3 grandsons 
from Dublin, Ireland (Jonathon Moulds, Dean Moulds and 
James Moulds) got talking and said Val was the one that 
carried them into the world so it would be fitting that they 
should be the ones to carry her out of it.  All 6 boys carried 
her coffin in and out of the church and finally carried Val into 
Bradwell Crematorium for her last and final journey.

Val is now been looked after by Ray (husband) and Linda 
(daughter) in heaven and she will be sadly missed by her 
family and friends.

All donations went to The Sycamore Ward, Bradwell.

Janet Naylor
Sadly on the 13th January 2015, Janet aged 61 died at 
The Royal Stoke University Hospital. 

Janet was the loving wife of Ivor and was a former 
resident of Hall Street, Audley.

The funeral service was held at the Bradwell 
Crematorium on 26th January 2015.

Janet will be sadly missed and always fondly 
remembered by her loving family and the many friends who 
knew her.

Please accept our condolences.

Stan Moss
We sadly announce that on the 6th April 2015 after a long 
battle with illness, Stan aged 79 years of Bignall End passed 
away.

Stan was the beloved husband of wife, Jean, a loving dad 
to Susan, Jane and son-in-law David, a devoted grandfather 
and great-grandad, also a dear brother-in-law to Kath.

The funeral service took place on Thursday the 16th April 
2015, at the Bradwell Crematorium

Stan will be sadly missed by his loving family and the many 
friends who knew him.

All donations were passed onto C.R.Y Cardiac Risk in the 
Young.

Family and friends please accept our condolences.

BEREAvEMEnTS / TRIBuTES
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MAKE 2015 YOUR YEAR!

Meeting every Monday at 6:30pm

AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
NANTWICH ROAD

6:30 PM WEIGH-IN AND 7:00 PM MEETING

Contact Liv for more details on 07531507855
www.weightwatchers.co.uk

Mothers’ Union at St. James’
Our New Kitchen!
Although we had planned to try to keep our Friday Coffee 
Mornings going during the alterations this proved to be 
impossible as noise, dust and general disruption overtook us. 
However, I am happy to report that we are now up and 
running in our smart new kitchen which is much safer and 
easier to work in.  We also have separate storage for chairs 
and tables which, although it may be slightly more difficult to 
access, also means there is less chance of an accident from 
falling chairs.  So do pop in for a coffee and take advantage 
of our excellent Book, Household items, Toys, Gifts and 
Clothing stall, all at unbelievable prices!

This summer we will be saying “Goodbye” to Peter our 
vicar over the past 27 years.  We will miss his regular visits to 
our meetings and wish him a happy and fulfilling retirement.  
Also leaving us this summer will be Kip who has certainly 
made his mark in Audley in a very short space of time.  We 
wish him well for the future, wherever in the world he finds 
himself. 

Mr. Phil Holt was our speaker in April, and he spoke most 
movingly about the work he had done in a hearing clinic in 
nepal during november 2014.  As I write this, news of the 
nepal earthquake is filling our TV screens with at least 
10,000 fatalities. It suddenly seems very close. 

Programme
16th July. Writing Christmas cards for prisoners.  If you 

have any to spare please let us have them.
20th August Mrs. Deb Tudor. MU Archdeaconry Leader.
17th September.  Ms. Sue McVerry. Antarctic adventure!

We would welcome you to any of our meetings and on 
Friday morning for coffee and chat. 

If you would like to know more about MU in general please 
contact us. 
Contact numbers; Dorothy 721576, Annette 721058
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This was the 5th Fair presented by The Parish of Audley 
Medieval Society, and what a fantastic event it was.

    The beavers and cubs headed the parade with the St. 
George flag and scary dragon, along with Historia normannis 
and Corey Chilton carrying the P.A.M.S. banner.  The Police 
and Audley Rotary made sure of everyone’s safety, including 
the new horses who enjoyed themselves jousting with the 
children later in the day.

    new for this year was Genesis Rowley who allowed 
people to have a go at 
blacksmithing. ‘Circus 
in a box’, went down 
very well and money 
permitting we hope 
that they will return 
next time.  On 
Saturday we were 
visited by Leek Morris 
dancers who 
entertained the 
crowds outside in the 
arena, encouraging 
the audience to join in 
towards the end of 
their slot.  Mayor 
Linda Hailstone 
thoroughly enjoyed 
herself and said she 
would be coming 
back with her 
grandchildren at our forthcoming events.  Sunday saw the 
return of the popular Black Dog Molly. While ‘Jester Jeanne’ 
bravely attempted Peak Pursuits climbing frame.

    Historia normannis, prepared for battle, with arming of 
a knight and then settled their differences in the final slot of 
the day.  Their encampment was larger this year with ladies 
crafting and gentlemen showing their various skills and an 

Medieval and 
Community Fair 25th 
and 26th April 2015.

impressive display of weaponry.  You could also try your hand 
at archery with Athenian Archers and we were even visited by 
some highlanders in kilts, donning blue war-paint.  Purcy 
Harmonica seemed to have problems as he could not keep 
his pet under control no matter how hard he tried.

    This year we had an excellent variety of stalls inside and 
out including garden furniture, Brass Rubbing, Gentleshaw 
Birds, Audley History Society, Microbrewery Outlet, Brass 
Rubbing, Cakes and Jewellery.  On Saturday we were also 
entertained by Forlorn Hope in the hall, with these musicians 
playing an array of period instruments.

    At the next event we are hoping to bring you more stalls 
and varied entertainments.  If you know of anyone who would 
like to join us, please contact us with details.

     Thanks must go to Audley and District Community 
Centre, for yet again allowing us to use their premises free of 

charge, Audley 
Millennium Green 
Trust, the Police, 
Ravensmead School, 
Audley Council for 
the use of the car 
parks, Audley 
Rotary, Audley 
Beavers and Scouts, 
the local pubs for 
use of their 
premises and 
allowing us to put 
banners on the 
railings.

Thanks also to 
Tim Madew for his 
brilliant design of 
the programme and 
flyers and our raffle 
prize donators.  The 

raffle has been drawn and some of the prizes collected.  We 
will ring the winners again and hope you are able to collect 
your prize very soon.  There are so many individuals to thank 
the list is endless.  We appreciate all the help we get and you 
all know who you are.  THAnK YOU.  A quick apology for the 
non-show of some of the stalls advertised.  This was due to 
circumstances beyond our control and we are working on 
ways to improve this for future years.

    
We are already working towards the next event.  Funds 

permitting, it will be in 2016.  Each fortnight we produce 
clothing and craft items at our Craft Club in the Boughey 
Arms on Friday mornings from 9.00 A.M.  The club is free to 
join, so just come along and craft to your heart’s content. You 
don’t have to make medieval items, just bring something to 
do and craft with like-minded people in a convivial 
atmosphere.

 
If you wish to help in any way, with donations, giving a few 

hours of your time, sewing, crafting etc, we will be very 
grateful.  We aim to keep this event FREE to everyone.  We 
are looking forward to our next event and hope again for good 
weather.  If you wish to help, then please contact; 07782 ~ 
349 ~ 524, parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk or 
Face Book, (Pams Audley).

 FEATuRES

AARDWOLF 
Pest Control

Wasps

Rats

Mice

All domestic pest control

Commercial &  
Contract Work

FuLLY InSuRED
   01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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We would like to start by introducing and welcoming Mr. Moss 
pictured above left who has joined the school as a Deputy 
Head teacher to work alongside Mrs. Hingley (Deputy Head 
teacher) right and Mr. Gould (Head teacher) centre.

We would also like to thank Rileys for their kind donation of 
a whole host of golden daffodil bulbs.  Planted by our 
Alternative Curriculum group in Year 11 (in the school initials), 
they have brightened up the grass bank at the front of school. 
They look particularly impressive as you approach from 
Shraley Brook.

Our Evening of Entertainment, which was held as a thank 
you to Mrs. Thorley Platt for her immense generosity, was 
again a great success and it was great to see pupils from  
local primary schools performing in our main school hall.  We 
clearly have a very talented community!  We would like to 
thank everyone who attended and helped to make this another 
memorable event.  

The culinary talents of our pupils continue to be something 
we can be very proud of. Year 11 Catering students at Sir 
Thomas Boughey have recently carried out their practical 
examination.  They had to make a two-course meal with an 
international theme.  The meals were planned out carefully 
over many weeks.  The standard of cooking skills was
incredibly high and many of the comments given by the tasting 
panel were very positive: ‘Restaurant quality’; ‘I would be 
happy to eat that meal in a restaurant and would pay good 
money for it’; ‘I buy a dessert like this in M&S, and yours 
tastes better!’ and ‘Challenging menu, skills executed well’. 
Well done to all Year 11 students involved.  See on show in the 
opposite column the results of the pupils skills. 

At the time of writing, Year 10 are preparing for their 
practical examination producing afternoon tea.   
They certainly have a lot to live up to!

Following on from the success of the Christmas Fayre,  
the Summer Fayre is scheduled for Saturday 20th June.   
Once again there will be a wide variety of stalls and activities 
and it promises to be a fun-filled afternoon.  We are working 
in conjunction with “Harp of Gold” and the event is being  
held at Audley Football Club. 

It would be great to see as many people as possible in 
attendance.

As we near the final half-term of the academic year,  
there is still a great deal to look forward to.  

Year 10 are eagerly awaiting their two week work 
experience placement (and, once again, we would like to  
thank those of you who have offered to accommodate our 
pupils for this experience), and Year 9 are looking forward to 
their week at camp (hopefully the weather will be kind to 
them).  

As Year 11 pupils near the end of their educational journey 
with us, they are particularly looking forward to their Leavers’ 
Dinner.  

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all of our  
Year 11 pupils the very best of luck for the future and we 
certainly hope that their experiences at Sir Thomas Boughey 
have set them in good stead for a positive, productive and 
successful future.

Sir Thomas Boughey

incredibly high and many of the comments given by the tasting 

have set them in good stead for a positive, productive and 
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pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          

WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretary on 07506159834 
or email: bookingsecretary@audley communitycentre.
org.uk  for more information.  Or book online

SATuRDAY MORNING
 pAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat 
of month  For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

9am to 12noon.

SATuRDAY AFTERNOON & 

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

To book a party contact the 

booking secretary or use the 

New Online booking facility at

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

FRIDAY EvENING

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE

‘ OuTDOOR
FLOOD LIGHT

FOOTBALL pITCH
ADAM 0778841441

ELAINE 07906781901

MONDAYIndoor Bowls 1.30pm-3.30pmContact Annette 01782 922830

Weight Watchers 
Mondays   6.30pm 
contact Olivia 07531507855

TuESDAY

Soccer L
ions  

12.30pm - 2.30pm  

Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am and 5pm

  
Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff WEDNESDAY

Bargain Sale, Coffee 
Morning & Free Internet  fifi 
8.30am until 11.30am

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 8-11yrs 5pm to 6.30pm

Belly Dancing - 7pm to 8pm  
Call Carol on 07811399625

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Forthcoming Events

Charity Fund Raising Evening
Held at

Alessi Indian Restaurant
Monday 7th September 2015

£10 per ticket.
In aid of 

Community Centre Extension Funds

***********
The Centre will be taking part in

Audley Goes Pink
Friday 11th to Saturday 19th Sept.

audleycommunitycentre.org.uk

Contact numbers:

Chair: 
07946 734008

Caretaker: 
07587 177637
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Dear Editor
It’s with some disgust I have to write to the Audley 
Community news.  I refer to dog fouling in Alsagers Bank and 
especially where children play on and around the play area on 
the football field.  not all dog owners are irresponsible but the 
minority spoil the area for everyone else.  Yet again referees 
have abandoned football matches because of dog fouling.  
Don’t these people realise that dog dirt carries disease that 
renders children blind?  Toxicara is an awful disease, dog 
owners should bag their pet’s waste and bin it.

The dog wardens are aware of the problem in Alsagers 
Bank and will be introducing additional patrols to deter this 
obnoxious problem.  Young children are especially vulnerable 
to dog fouling as they have yet to learn this waste will do 
them harm.  For their sake please pick up your dog’s mess 
and dispose of it in the correct manner.  Len Gater Trustee.

AuDLEY COMMunITY nEWS18 nEWSREADERS LETTERS YOuTh CLuB MEMORIES

Dear Editor
I regularly receive copies of your well produced 
Magazine and always read the interesting content. 
Recent issues have rekindled memories of my 
formative years, being born at the turn of the 50s and 
raised in Hope Street, Bignall End.  The Winter 2014 
issue carried a fitting and moving tribute to my first 
cousin Peter Howell of Bignall End Cricket Club fame.  
Sadly my brief encounter with that esteemed club’s 
under 16s ended in playing only one match at no.11 
batsman with a round ‘duck’.  It was enough to leave the 
field of play to better men than I including Michael Ikin, 
Kenny Hancock and Steve Jervis.

I attended Ravens Lane Primary and Junior School 
(now Ravensmead) and knew David Lovatt who has had 
his Royal navy Service adventures published in last year’s 
issues of Audley Community news.  In the last issue was 
another article by fellow contemporary, nick Darlington 
concerning his father, the late Edgar Darlington, and his 
considerable influence on the youth of Audley and district.  
Edgar was a delight to know and a privilege to be associated 
with him at People’s Methodist Church in Audley.  I was 
friends with nick and his father was indeed a force for good 
at the Church Alley School Hall Youth Club and latter The net, 
a Sunday evening youth church inspired by Mike and Barbara 
Gollins.

Coming, as I did  from Bignall End I attended Audley 
Central Methodist Church Youth Club held in the Sunday 
School Building in Old Road; supervised by John Sumnall 
and run by Derek and Sheila Burke from Boon Hill. 

The reason I have been provoked to write this article is 
that having been mentioned by nick in his article he referred 
to Bignall End Football team (see attached photograph) as 
being part of the Central Methodist Youth Club.  However the 
football team was an independent venture started 
indigenously by a number of us lads including David
Bourne,(supported by his mother who ran the Bignall End 
Fish and Chip Shop) Lesley Cliff (who emigrated with his 
parents to Australia), Colin Diamond, David Holden, Kenny 
Hancock, Steve Jervis, Jack (Derek) Riley (who later also 
emigrated to Australia), Paul Hogarth, Robert Lee, David 
Marshall, Robert Mayer,Paul Rowley, Donald Weymes, Jan 
Wilshire of Wood Lane, nigel Lear and myself.  There was a 
leading article “The Sorrow in Triumph at Bignall End” 
published Wednesday 22nd november 1967 page 7 in The 
Times (Stoke-on-Trent?).  It was about how us lads, with the 
co-operation of the local councillor Mrs. Marion Platt, created 
a new football pitch on the old Bignall End rec and 
transformed the broom laden black cinder surface into a 
suitable playing surface with steel goalposts provided gratis 
by Mr. Sellers.

I believe the JCB digger was loaned free of charge by the 
Rural District Council and driven by Kenny Hancock’s father 
in his own time.  I have an original full record of all the 
opposition teams played and goal scorers over the two 
seasons that we played competitively.  Teams from the 
locality were played at the home ground and away, when 

sometimes a mini-bus was hired locally to take our team to 
out of the way opposition such as Croxton.  Many more 
matches were arranged with local teams such as Wereton, 
Port Hill, Knutton, Silverdale, Bignall End Boys and Bignall End 
Dads, when there were 220 spectators.  Mrs. Bourne ran the 
raffle which was a source of funds to buy lime for regularly 
lining the pitch and team subs, supported the strip and hiring 
mini- buses when necessary.  I still hold the full accounts.  
We played in a contemporary Arsenal look-alike strip, 
although I also recall Steve Jervis always rising to the 
occasion as his football hero Jeff Hurst (West Ham).

nick Darlington mentioned in his youth club article that 
Robert Mayer brought his “Black Sabbath” L.P, and introduced 
heavy rock to the rural youth, but whether it was Robert’s or 
my own 1970 record, which I still have and indeed play, I 
cannot be certain.  This was the second L.P. I purchased after 
“Well Respected Kinks” of 1967/68 vintage.
Details of those halcyon days may be a little hazy due to the 
passing years but the whole experience of growing up in 
Audley and District were indeed the glory days of an arcadian 
life of fun and happy memories of joyous adventures. 
The very best days of life?  Very possibly.  

Ken Stubbs  Surrey.



audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 19
By the time this article is published, many of you will have 
seen our last production “Dead Guilty” which was 
staged in May.  I hope you all enjoyed it and if you didn’t see 
it then you missed a treat!  It was a lot of hard work for the 
small cast, but having attended some of the rehearsals, I can 
confirm that they all enjoyed it enormously.  Our next 
production involves our youth group and you still have time to 
get your tickets!  Check out our new website for details or 
our facebook page and give support to our youth.

This leads me to thank all of you who support our little 
theatre.  Many amateur theatres have folded recently due to 
lack of support in these times of economic adversity.  Only a 
few months ago newcastle Players folded because of this 
reason.  However, having sold all their resources, they agreed 
to donate their remaining assets to local theatre groups and 
we were given a cheque for £5000.  This is a most 
welcome amount of money which we are putting to good use 
with the refurbishment of the foyer.  We would like to thank 
them for their generosity.  We, as a group do fund raise to 
maintain our building and to help with running costs; 
however without the support of you the public, we could not 
continue as we do.

On a practical note we have redecorated the back stage 

On Wednesday 29th April 2015 members of the Audley 
Parish Bowmen were walking and litter picking in Leddys 
Field, Audley.  While doing this in preparation of their annual 
club shoot being held on Sunday 3rd May, members became 
aware of the smell of smoke & burning. 

The group split up to investigate.  On locating the fire a 
small group of 6 or 7 teenagers were seen to be running 
away in the direction of Hougher Wall Road.  In the eagerness 
to escape being caught one of the group left behind his 
mountain bike.

This being a Carrera 7005 T6 today’s retail price in 
Halfords £359.99.  The chairman of the club Mr. Robert 
Moody has taken possession of the bicycle at this time.  Mr. 
Moody can be contacted on 01782 721731.

The fire luckily was able to be extinguished by the club 
members without the need of calling on the services of the 
fire brigade.

The Parish Bowmen do their best to look after Leddys field 
by regular walking the woods litter picking, generally looking 
after the valuable local resource.   

The lad who left the above cycle, I am sure, will have 
returned to the scene looking to be reunited with his prized 
cycle, only to find it not there.  He then having to explain to 
his parents how he has lost such a valuable possession. 
I hope that the owner of the bicycle can be found and 
identified and suitably educated along with his friends on the 
consequences of his actions in lighting such fires.  

Can I request that the police look into this matter as an 
urgent matter, this could so easily, had the club members not 
been on site, become a very large fire, using the valuable 
resources of Staffordshire police, Staffordshire Fire Brigade.
                                                                     Steven Malam

area and have spruced up the auditorium.  Our 
management committee have been meeting to organise 
future projects and the production committee have 
been meeting to confirm future productions.  (Watch 
this space!).  

Tea and coffee mornings continue to be run by our 
members every Saturday morning, so if you are in the 
village between 10am and 12noon then call in for 
refreshments.  You will be most welcome!  

Rehearsals for the youth production are in full swing 
and rehearsals for the October production of “Blithe 
Spirit” have begun.  

Dates for this production are October 14th to 17th 
and I’m sure tickets will sell fast so get yours by ringing 
Pauline on 01782 720708 once the box office 
opens.  Again check our website.

We are pleased to welcome a few more aspiring 
adult actors to our group and look forward to working 
with them.  Once again if you are interested in acting or 
sharing your talents with us, then please get in touch 
with us.  

We look forward to hearing from you and hope that 
many more of you who read this will come along to our 
little theatre.

Yvonne Johnson.

Audley Theatre News

Fire found at Leddys

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist

The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good

Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating

Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial

Free estimates

Choose from our extensive, 
Unique range of floor tiles’ 

At competitive prices. 
Tel 0798 956 7227

Email: axelmayer@btinternet.com 
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk
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Life At Ninety Four

I’ve had another birthday
And now I’m ninety four

It makes me stop to wonder
If there’ll be any more.

They say each day is a bonus
A little extra gain

The only bonus I know
Is a little extra pain.

So much for being ninety four
And able to survive

I might be very lucky
And get to ninety five.

May Lench aged 94 Butt lane.
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“REFLECTIONS”

She sat by the window watching the daffodils,
Looking golden in the pale Spring sunshine, 

Bobbing their heads in the soft breeze. 
She was in a reflective mood, 

Dreamily thinking of her life, which seemed
To have flown by in the blink of an eye,

Yet, at the same time, she could remember
So many things, as if her memory was

Drifting in slow motion.
She sighed.

Regrets?  Of course there were.
What was a life lived if there were no chances taken?

no risks involved?
But, on the whole, she’d been happy,

Marrying a kind man and having children and grandchildren.
But now, as she sat alone

Her thoughts galvanized into the one
Monumental regret of her life.

That day, so long ago, like grains of sand,
She had let her one true love slip through her fingers,

She cried.
Elizabeth Hough

A BOTTLE OF WHISKY

“Silence is golden I’ve often heard said”
So why do I hear noises-

When I go to bed.
If it isn’t music blaring,

 Like vibrating drums of war.
It’s noisy boozers leaving-
Slamming their car door.

Perhaps it’s late night clubbers-
Returning-feeling somewhat frisky.
All I can say is “Thank the Lord,”

I’ve got a bottle of whisky.

Just then an owl flies to nearby tree,
So I rise myself to sit.

Moving from branch to branch,
He starts calling me a twit.
Then I get a sudden urge,

I need to visit the loo,
As through the bathroom window

Comes reply-
not just a twit but woo.

next comes an engine starting.
With ignition firing in miss-key,

All I can say is “Thank the Lord,”
I’ve got a bottle of whisky.

At last a silence brings a lull,
There’s still another hour.

When postman rings our doorbell-
He bangs front door with power.

He has large parcel addressed to me.
In his hand he waves a pen.
Package is really for no. 22!

But our address is no.10
Then comes the local brass band,
Trumpets raised towards the sky.
All I can say is “Thank the Lord,”

One more drink-
Oh dear!

The bottle’s DRY!
Peter W. Hodgkins.

ALL OUR YESTERDAYS

Chatting on a rambling stroll a couple of local guys
Recalled football games of yesteryear, league battles and cup ties.
Memories came flooding back of flying down the wing
Turning full backs inside out or on a piece of string.
Hard men with reputations bruised all who cared to move
Pleading innocence to any ref who seemed to disapprove.
Rivalries looked forward to even in bad blood.
Dangerous opponents, left lying in the mud.
“Leave im theer ref ayll tread in” a voice cried from the crowd
Brilliant teams of local lads that made the village proud.
They remembered shots from distance that flew into the net
Sitters and missed penalties they’d rather now forget.
Their medals won are packed away, no longer on display
They know they now have put on weight and hair has turned to grey.
no longer fit, across the fields they plan to amble miles
But from the track they then turn back, unable to climb stiles.
Derrick Bate
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.50 
Kids. £7.00 
OAP. £5.50 
Back & Sides. £4.50 
Grade all over. £4.50 
Wash & Cut. £9.00 
Beard Trim. £2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

With the season drawing to a close we still have several 
teams at the club playing for trophies be it either League 
Championships or Cups.  By the time the magazine goes to 
print the club will hopefully be in possession of these 
trophies.  Thanks once again goes to all involved in both 
teams and the club for their efforts this season, which has 
gone really well both on and off the field.  Our thoughts now 
turn to preparing the club and the facilities for the next
season, as work doesn’t stop at the end of the season, in fact 
it intensifies as we strive to provide our teams and the 
community with the best level of football and facilities we can 
offer. 
Finally a big thank you to the Community for supporting our 
2015 Beer Festival, be it through sponsorship, supplying a 
barrel or two of beer, helping out or turning up for a tipple. 
This support was much appreciated and helped us to raise 
funds for our club.  Also as promised the club will make 
donations from our profits to both Audley Community news 

and Audley 1st Responders.  Also if you purchased a ticket 
for the Beer Festival raffle we still have several unclaimed 
prizes.  Please see the list below and check your ticket 
numbers to see if you are a winner.  If you do have a winning 
ticket please contact Rich on 01782 721133.

1. £200 cash Prize 01386 Claimed
2. ASDA Hamper 00360 Claimed
3. 2 x tickets Stoke City v Crystal Palace 00273 Claimed
4. Bottle of Gin 00847 Claimed
5 Box of Budweiser 01257 Claimed
6. Pack of Oakham JHB 01333 Unclaimed
7. Box of Becks 00484 Lydan Unclaimed
8. Bottle of Cava 01319 S Jones Unclaimed
9. Audley Beer Festival Cake 01193 Claimed
10. Small Bottle of Spirits 01304 Robin Unclaimed
11. Small Bottle of Whiskey 00754 Ian Unclaimed

Regards Chairman Rich Platt

Successful Beer Festival at Audley Football Club 2015

FEATuRES AnD EvEnTS

Audley 
Brass 
Band
On Saturday 25th April, 
Audley Brass ventured 
into foreign territory to 
spread their music to St. 
Mary’s Church Alsager.  

Their concert featured 
guest player and well 
known resident of Audley 
Mr. Jim Fraser who, 
accompanied by the 
band, played a haunting 
rendition of Highland 
Cathedral on his 

bagpipes dressed in his full regalia.
The photograph was taken outside St. Marys.  Jakob Hill 

seen on the left a junior member of the band with guest 
soloist Jim Fraser.                                         Alison Gidman.
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The inaugural “Stargazing at Millennium Green” event  
was held on 21st February 2015.  The event was put on by 
north Staffordshire Astronomical Society and Audley 
Millennium Green Trust.  It was held at Audley Community 
Centre who kindly donated the hall to our groups for free,  
so thanks to Ron and the team at ACC.

After initial problems setting up because of a power  
outage were overcome, our society members soon had the 
displays set up and ready for the public, whilst the Millennium 
Green volunteers were on hand to provide tea, coffee and 
some fantastic slices of cake!

The afternoon hailstorms luckily died out to leave a 
fantastic clear night under the stars.

We estimated that over 80 people of all ages attended  
the event, with lots of oohs and ahhs from children and adults 
too when looking through the 8 different telescopes on offer. 
There was much to see, including the Moon, Venus, Mars, 
Jupiter and numerous deep sky objects.  We even had two 
passes from the International Space Station.

In the hall we had a varied display of photos, videos, 
interactive presentations, some hands on demonstrations  
and even a quiz.  We have had lots of good feedback about 
the event and lots of requests to do another. 

As the saying goes “watch this space”!
North Staffordshire Astronomical Society
The north Staffordshire Astronomical Society is now in its 

41st year. We hold regular meetings on the first Tuesday of the 
month (September-June).  non-members are allowed to attend 
one meeting free of charge then the admission charge will be 
£2.00 per meeting or you can subscribe:

(see www.northstaffsas.co.uk for details).  We also hold 
regular dark sky observing sessions at our observing site near 
Audley.  If you would like any more information then please 
contact Duncan Richardson (secretary) by email - secretary@
northstaffsas.co.uk or 07752042688. 

Secretary Duncan Richardson

“Stargazing at 
Millennium Green”

C. W. Mottram  
Funeral Services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
Eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 -  

New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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Halmer End parish is our PRIDE, A 
PRIDE with a purpose.

The majority of people who live in 
this area love it, support it, work for it 
and we welcome people with open 
arms.  But, and it’s a big but, we can’t 
let a small minority whose irresponsible 
behaviour and lack of respect for our 
community or our local residents all 
through our parish spoil this “out of the 
way place”

Litter picking is now becoming in 
vogue as more and more people drop 
their waste around our village.  Our last 
litter pick amassed 9 large bags of 
waste from the football field area, the 
Institute playing field and only part of 
the High street.

That is a disgusting amount of 
rubbish in such a small area, people 
and children should be ashamed not to 
respect our countryside.

We will persevere to educate 
folks on taking litter home if 
there is not a litter bin, it’s so 
simple, TAKE YOUR 
LITTER HOME. 
Pictured below left , Adrian 
Clarke, Mike Joynson, Alan Steele 
and Selwyn Hattersley instructing 
junior on the fundamentals of  
litter picking.
  

Fly Tipping is becoming more and 
more evident in our Parish.  The 
irresponsible people that disregard  
the law will be punished, it is illegal.  
It’s bad for our environment and often a 
health hazard.
Clearing fly tipping from the county’s 
streets costs councils over £4 million 
pounds a month.  Think about that fly 
tippers.

During March someone 
desecrated the area 
acknowledged as the Minnie Pit 
Memorial area, disrespecting 
the memory of the miners 
killed in the disaster.  Pictured 
top right is their waste, sofa 
bed, televisions and lots of 
bottles.  This readers is the 
mindset of people that 
disregard our countryside.  

Do you recognise this 
rubbish?  If so report it to the 
Editor he will pass the details 
onto the responsible authority.

We as a householder have a “duty of 
care” to handle waste responsibly 
according to DEFRA, household waste 
accounts for half the waste dumped in 
England.

You must report any fly tipping that 
you see.  For any large amounts  call 
the free help line 0800 807060.
You can also visit Fix My Street website 
(fixmystreet.com)

Our local County Council have 
powers to penalise illegal fly tipping  
and duty of care offences.  

People who do not comply could  
be convicted and face up to five years 
imprisonment, a fine up to £50000  
or both.

lf any fly tippers are  
reading the magazine, we  
are on your case.

Mike Joynson.

Pride in our community  
Halmer End Parish

On the morning of Friday 20th March 2015, a group of 
villagers in Halmer End, met up on the Minnie Pit Memorial 
Garden, in anticipation of viewing the predicted Solar Eclipse.  

A maximum of around 86% of the sun’s disc would be 
covered when the moon passed in front of it at 9.32am.  
 A similar type of partial eclipse will not occur again in  
the UK until 2090.  

There will however be a smaller size event in June 2021.
We used special solar filters and eclipse glasses to  

project our eyes from the brilliance of the sun and binoculars 
to project the image of the sun onto a white card.

The sky was clear of cloud so observers had a good view 
of the event. 

As the moon slowly passed across the face of the sun it 
grew unusually dark and cold.  Then the sun slowly  
emerged again and light returned.

We had a good view of the Eclipse and enjoyed a friendly 
and educational morning together.  Ray Dale.

Partial Eclipse 
of the Sun

respect our countryside.
tippers.

desecrated the area 
acknowledged as the Minnie Pit 
Memorial area, disrespecting 
the memory of the miners 
killed in the disaster.  Pictured 
top right is their waste, sofa 
bed, televisions and lots of 
bottles.  This readers is the 
mindset of people that 
disregard our countryside.  

rubbish?  If so report it to the 
Editor he will pass the details
onto the responsible authority.

Partial Eclipse

As the moon slowly passed across the face of the sun it 
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Clarke, Mike Joynson, Alan Steele 
and Selwyn Hattersley instructing 

Fly Tipping is becoming more and 
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Love Your Village
Janet Dunn lives in High Street in Milton Terrace, she’s 
married to Brian and has three children.  Up until a few 
months ago she worked locally as a care worker helping and 
supporting our aging population.  She’s a proactive lady and 
she says “I have to keep busy I can’t stand doing nothing”

It’s this attitude that inspired Janet to help keep our 
woodland footpaths accessible.  She regularly walks the 
paths taking her grandchildren with her and she has noticed 
that a lot of the paths are overgrown with virtually no access 
for anyone.  The majority of these paths are associated to the 
old mines particularly where Janet lives.

At the rear of her house is Bates Wood and Podmore 
Conservation Woodland.  These are both wonderful areas to 
walk and enjoy the countryside but not much use if you can’t 
safely take your children for a walk due to brambles growing 
over the paths.

Janet, armed with her garden shears and a rake, decided 
to win back the access to Podmore Lane (formally known as 
Cow Lane).  This once busy roadway to no 4 Pit had virtually 
disappeared but after her valiant efforts we can now see the 
actual width of the road which is now accessible for 
Emergency vehicles.

It’s Janet’s proactive approach and willingness to help that 
has helped Halmer End become a popular place to visit and 
to enjoy all aspects of the woodland.  Supporting our 

community in this way will help improve our surroundings 
where we live.  I hope this inspires you to do something 
positive in Halmer End, we have been neglecting it for  
far too long.

There are several projects now under way.  We have 
several volunteers led by Brian Peers working in Podmore 
Conservation Area and soon we hope that if our lottery 
application is successful we will be able to repair the  
leaking pool and surrounding areas, and resurrect the 
Institute for the community.

Summer is on the way so let’s encourage our bit of 
Staffordshire to flourish.  Well done Janet you really  
are an inspiration to us all.  Many thanks on behalf of  
the Parish for all your hard work.

Residents Living in Fear 
of Speedsters

For years now residents from High 
Lane, Alsagers Bank have been plagued 
by speeding motorists.  Residents have 
launched several meetings and 
campaigns to install a permanent way 
to prevent further accidents in the area 
without success.

Campaigns run by the local Police 
and Voluntary groups are successful for 
the period of time when they are on 
site, once gone the problem returns.  
The solution is to analyse the local 
problem to give a better understanding 
of the factors leading to it.  Once 
analysed the authority must consider 
the possible response to address the 
problem.

It’s evident that something has to be 
done to prevent another serious crash 
or even injury.  A high proportion of 
drivers, of which in fact many are local 
have received a summons.  Something 
has to be done on a permanent basis to 
manage the problem.

Do not limit yourself to considering 
what the police can do, we have to 
carefully consider whether others in the 
community can share responsibility for 

the problem and can help the police 
better to respond to it.

We are familiar with traffic calming of 
one sort or another: a wide range of 
road and environmental design changes 
that either make it more difficult for a 
vehicle to speed up or make drivers 
believe they should slow down for 
safety.

Drivers that continue to break the law 
will be penalised in the current
campaign.  It is inconsiderate to the 
residents and a dangerous practice 
where very young children live in fear 
that one day a child could be fatally 
injured.  How could they live with that?

Some of the residents that have to 
cross the road for their work are 
verbally and visually abused by some 
motorists when trying to slow the traffic 
down even to the point of being 
intimidated and having their properties 
vandalised.

PCOS Blythe has been integral in 
co-ordinating the residents, policing the 
speed watch, the volunteers and the 
Parish Council in focusing on the 
problem of speeding cars and reviewing 
some of the options open to the
authority to address the problem.

Some of the elements to engage in 
traffic calming are listed:

Engineering Responses: 
speed bumps, speed tables, raised 
crosswalks, speed cushions, chicanes, 
posting warning signs, flashing signals 
and signs.

Education Responses:  Anti 
speed public awareness campaigns, 
Informing complainants about actual 
speeds.

Enforcement Responses: 
Enforcing responses, Safety cameras 
van, Enforcing speeding with speed 
cameras.  Using speed display boards, 
citizen volunteers.

Anyone of these would be welcomed 
at High Lane but will it come too late?  
Currently the local constabulary is 
conducting a speed survey which will 
produce an up to date true picture for a 
weeks statistics over a 24/7 period.  
Hopefully the success of the objective is 
to install the necessary calming 
requirements as soon as possible.

If you are a regular user of this 
stretch of highway, please consider the 
residents and don’t exceed the 30MPH 
limit.

Mike Joynson
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On Tuesday 3rd March 77th Audley Scout Group held its 
AGM.  

The meeting opened with Gill Wright welcoming the new 
leaders to the Group, herself as Assistant Group Scout 
Leader, Linden Lawton as Assistant Scout Leader and Mary 
Breslin Sectional Assistant (Group).  The minutes and
accounts were agreed and Committee members elected, 
Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and Health & Safety 
Co-ordinator.  

A presentation by Becki of Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School was well received.  Becki is fund-raising to pay for 
herself to go to Peru in 2016 with Camps International to 
help the Peruvian people.  To raise money she is decorating 
items of pottery to her customers’ specification – 77th 
Audley Scouts Group wish her well.

The next part of the evening was devoted to presentations 
Beavers: Lucy, Mary, Matthew, Myles, Madeline, nicolas,  
Kai, Comfort, Ryan and William all received badges which 
they had worked towards. 

Cubs: Alexander, Lewis, Taylor, Lois and Sophie also 
received badges they had worked towards. Scouts: Suzanne, 
Amber and Owen received Stage 1 Swimmers, Amber and 
Sam received Stage 2 Swimmer, Robert achieved Stage 3 
Swimmer and Tyler received Stage 5 Swimmer.  

Robert was also presented with the Chief Scout’s Gold 
Award the highest Award a Scout can achieve.
After this it was the Leaders: Linden Lawton, Alex Kitchen, 
Mary Breslin, Gill Wright, Paula Mellor, Sophie neech and 

Chris Symonds who were presented with their 1st Aid 
Certificates by Graham Baddeley ADC General Duties.  Steve 
Broadhurst ADC Appointments Secretary had the pleasurable 
task of presenting the Group Scout Leader Chris Symonds 
with Award for Merit.  

The award is in recognition of outstanding service to 
Staffordshire Scouting over so many years. 

A Thanks Badge was presented to Dave Welsh for his  
help to the Group by Group Scout Leader Chris Symonds.
The evening ended with a quiz, cakes made by the Beavers, 
sausages in rolls cooked by the Scouts and hot drinks.

Audley 77Th Scouts AGM
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT  Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 Brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 Pre MOT inspection.

Halmer End 
School Reunion
There is to be a reunion of all the 
people who left Halmer End School 
40 years ago, it will be held this 
summer.

It is instigated by Mandy Hendson 
(Ector) who will travel from Sydney 
Australia to be at the reunion.  

It will be held at the Boughey Arms 

Public House on Friday 10th July.
The people responsible for the event 
are, Paul Darlington, Paul Maddocks 
and Julie Condliffe (Aldridge).
If you require any infromation contact 
Paul Darlington on 07795 905662.
There is also a Facebook event page 
which can be found at:

www.facebook.com/
events/322161584659917/

Everyone is most welcome.
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The Long Walk to the Cross
On Good Friday, 3rd April 2015, over a hundred people stood 
in the rain to watch the street play “The Long Walk to 
the Cross” in Halmer End. 

The play began at The Railway Public House at the bottom 

of the High Street and after 45 minutes moved up the hill, 
ending with a short service at the Methodist Church at 3pm. 
Avril Frankish, who wrote and directed the play, said “The idea 
came to me when I was following the Via Dolorosa, in Christ’s 
footsteps in Jerusalem.  I realised that the High Street in 
Halmer End, on a hill, would be a perfect setting for the Easter 
story.  When I came home I started work on the play and I 
was lucky that the idea was supported by local churches.”
The cast came from both Methodist and Anglican churches in 
the area who had been rehearsing together since early 
February.  Jesus was played brilliantly by Rev. Kip’ Chelashaw, 
the Deacon at St. John’s Anglican Church. 

The disciples (Arthur Ford, Ryan Davies and Paul Dyche) 
came from three different churches.  David Rowley, Geoff 
Rainbow and George Sillitto played the High Priest and the 
Elders.  The soldiers were played enthusiastically by Judith 
Sillitto (who had her ear cut off!) with Mary Bielby, and Paul 
Dyche.  The weeping women were played by Jo Dolman, Gill 
Goldstraw with Avril Frankish from Halmer End Methodist 
Church.  Jo Dolman said “What a wonderful experience – it 
gives you a different insight into the story when you play a 
part in it”.

The play was supported by three local Halmer End 
businesses.  Julie and Steve kindly gave permission for the 
early scenes, including the Last Supper, to be held outside 
The Railway Public House with Helen Trippier acting the part 
of their new water carrier.  Castle Stores allowed a new 
shopkeeper (Tracey Smith) to refuse to allow Judas entry and 
to turn him away.  William Riley and Sons opened up their car 
park for the use of people attending.  Annie Smith sat at the 
bus stop and challenged Peter (Arthur Ford) who denied 
knowing Jesus three times.  The cockerel perched on top of 
the bus shelter crowed three times. 
The crowd watching the play was given a brochure explaining 
the story and encouraged to join in the play by shouting at 
the characters.  Judas Iscariot asked the crowd if he should 
betray Jesus or not.  They shouted “Take the money!”.  
Pontius Pilate, played by Steve Frankish, asked the crowd to 
choose between 
Jesus Christ and 
Barabbas to be
saved. They shouted 
“Barabbas! 
Barabbas!” 

The crucifixion on 
the Memorial Green 
opposite the 
Methodist Church 
was very moving 
with Kip’, as Jesus, 
first carrying his 
cross up the hill, 
then submitting to 
being placed on the cross and humiliated by the soldiers and 
the elders.  Joseph of Arimathea, played by Stuart Jackson, 
begged Pontius Pilate for permission to remove the body and 
place it in his own tomb.  There was a final hymn “When I 
survey the wondrous cross”.  Then everyone crossed the road 
for a very welcome warm drink and a short service conducted 
by Rev. Alison Brookes.  Rev.  Alison had been in the crowd 
throughout and brought together the themes of the play for 
the congregation.
Comments were very positive about the play and the 
experience of taking part.  Ryan Davies said “Today really was 
an extraordinary day!”.                                     Avril Frankish.

FEATuRES AnD EvEnTS

PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL
We are no profit making organisation.

OPEn 
Monday 8.30am - 12 noon
Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 3pm During term-time

We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for  
2 and 3 year olds.

For more details call Kerry on 07842612547

You will find us at St Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.



32 Audley Community news

St. James Church Audley
This year the Parishes of Audley and Alsagers Bank see the 
loss of both our Parish Priest and our Curate.  Prep.  Peter 
Davies will retire in July after spending the last 27 years as 
our vicar and Rev. Kip Chelashaw will move on after spending 
4 years as Curate.

We will be holding two events to mark these occasions. 
For Kip we will be having an evening of music and words 
in a concert given by Lance Pierson and friends entitled 
“Shakespeare in Words and Music”.  This will be on Saturday 
27th June 2015 starting at around 6-30pm with canapés 
and a glass of wine, the concert starts at 7-30pm

For Peter there will be a farewell service at 10-45am on 
Sunday 19th July 2015 followed by a carvery lunch.

For both events the cost is £8, and tickets can be 
purchased from the church office or Brian Dodd.   
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Rotary Club of Audley
Rotary has been working with the World Health Organisation 
for many years now to eradicate polio from the world, through 
a programme of inoculation.  The costs are extreme and the 
programme relies on charitable donations and volunteers.  
We are seeing marvellous results, but there is still some way 
to go before it is completely eradicated. In 2014/15 there has 
been a big push to help raise awareness and generate funds. 
To this end, the Rotary Club has collected 6,500 5 pence 
pieces for the ‘End Polio now’ campaign.  This is enough to 
supply about 1000 doses of polio vaccine, rising to 3000 
doses thanks to the 2 to 1 matching funds from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation.

The club has purchased a defibrillator that has been fitted 
outside the dental surgery in Audley.  This life-saving piece of 
equipment can be used by paramedics or members of the 
public in an emergency situation.  We would like to thank 
Paul Sargent from the First Responders for his assistance and 
in particular, to the dental practice for allowing us to site the 
device on their premises.

As the school year approaches its end, we will once again 
be providing ‘Young Achiever’ awards to children in our local 
primary schools.  We have also extended our mentoring 
scheme with the schools to include Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School, building on the work that we have done over a 
number of years with Madeley High School.

Together with the Rotary Club of Endon & Stockton Brook 
we made a donation of £766 (£383 each) to help a group of 
10 nepalese students and teachers visit Endon High School. 
This has proved to be a very rewarding project for pupils,staff 
and Rotarians.   

We have enjoyed some very interesting speakers over the 
past few months, including audiologist Phil Holt who 
described his experiences as a volunteer ear specialist in 
nepal. Ear Aid nepal runs ear camps in remote areas of 
nepal, where volunteers provide advice and medication, life 
changing ear surgery, hearing tests and hearing aid fittings 

for people who have suffered for many years with treatable or 
preventable illness.  There are so many people who perform 
all sorts of excellent work, helping those less fortunate and it 
is one of the great joys of Rotary that we get to meet and 
hear from them.

I am also very pleased to report that our quiz team are 
once again through to the final of the District Quiz.
The Rotary year runs from July to June and preparations  
are now underway for next year’s officers, led by soon-to-be 
President, Ian Smith.

Rotary Contacts Public Relations: 
neil Ginnis (01782 721483 neilginnis@atosorigin.com)

Secretary: Rob Holland (01782 662335 
ribnjulieholland@btinternet.com)
Website: www.audley.net/rotaryELECTION RESULTS 2015

Audley & Bignall End Ward

Ann Beech Lab - 1181
Mathew Murray Con - 723
Martin Right UKIP - 597

Val Pearson LD - 450
Sarah Briggs Green - 143
Michael James Ind - 54

******************
Halmer End Ward

Avril Frankish Con - 912
Mike Joynson Lab - 627
Adam Clarke LD - 371

George Blake Green - 121
Elenor Moore Ind - 90
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Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

 Call in at  The Cobbles  36/38 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

The Perfect Fit

Images for illustration purposes only.

Who would have thought 
that 12 months have now 
passed since a relocation 
by Joanne McCormack of 
her Haberdashery and 
tailors business, The 
Perfect Fit, to The Cobbles 
in Church Street Audley.

Joanne’s words were 
“it definitely was the right 
move and at the right 
time.  I can hardly 
believe that by just 
relocating a few 
hundred yards in the 
village, how life 
changing this would 

be.”
Business is booming and she now has more 

“regulars” who visit the new store to share the love for 
everything vintage and especially the beautiful old furniture.

There has recently been added a new craft room selling 
wool, haberdashery and card making goods, which is very 
popular with all our lovely crafters.

Joanne wishes to take this opportunity to say a huge thank 
you to all the wonderful customers who have helped to make 
this success possible.

THAnK YOU - Joanne and Vanda.

The Perfect Year

FEATuRES

IF YOU WISH TO ADVERTISE PLEASE  
CONTACT THE EDITOR.

ALL DETAILS CAN BE FOUND ON PAGE 3.
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David tells here the final part to the
tragic story of what led up to the funeral 
of Lord Mountbatten during his lifetime 
in the Royal navy.

Things had gone well so far,
therefore, it was decided to have one 
more rehearsal along Southsea front, 
and if things went well, an early finish 
at around 1600 would be granted.  
Everyone worked hard, concentrating 
on keeping step and in line.  It was also 
important to try to flex toes etc to try to 
stop an onset of cramp.  Things went 
well, with the Parade Instructors being 
particularly pleased, and at 1600 we 
did complete parade training.  Of 
course, we continued to work on our 
uniform and boots in the evening.      

Sunday 2nd September.  The main 
event of the day was moving everyone 
to London.  All kit had to be fully 
prepared and checked because there 
would be little chance to obtain items 
once we had left the Portsmouth area.

In the morning the Coffin Bearers 
went to a classroom, where the layout 
drawings of the Queens Chapel and 
Westminster Abbey were provided and 
Biff talked through how he thought the 
proceedings would take place.  This led 
to numerous questions and it became 
obvious that only those in the know in 
London would be able to answer them.

At 1415 a convoy of coaches 
transported the naval contingent to 
London.  There were so many different 

military personnel and units involved 
that every sleeping billet in London was 
utilised, which in turn meant that 
groups had to be split up.  The Gun 
Carriage Crew and Marching Escort 
travelled to Pirbright (many miles from 
London), whilst the Abbey Liners were 
billeted at the Cavalry barracks at 
Hounslow.  The Coffin Bearers were 
billeted at Chelsea Barracks - which 
was the current home of the Scots 
Guards.

Monday 3rd September.  It was an 
early start for everyone, which would 
enable the first London practice session 
to commence from Wellington Barracks 
at 0530.  The Pirbright team left at 
0245, the Chelsea Barracks team at 
0414.

At precisely 0530 the Band,Marching 
Escorts, Gun Carriage Crew and Coffin 
Bearers left Wellington Barracks at the 
slow march and entered Birdcage Walk, 
traversed East of the Queen Victoria 
Monument and down the Mall.  At the 
first left - Stable Yard Road, the 
procession wheeled through ornamental 
gates and past Clarence House and 
onto the Queens Chapel in Marlborough 
Road.  The procession stopped and at 
this point for a run through of the Coffin 
Bearers drill was walked through.  At 
this point amendments were made to 
the procedure - which would have to be 
worked on later.

We re-grouped, the procession set 
off once more down the Mall, right into 
Horse Guards Road, left through Horse 
Guards Parade and through the narrow 
arches and gates and onto Whitehall.  
Up to this point we had seen very few 
people, but now the early morning 
workers began to stop to watch in a 
silent and sombre manner.  We 
continued into Parliament Street, on 
into St Margaret’s Street and then 
wheeled right past St Margaret’s 
Church into Parliament Square.

There was already plenty of activity 
in the area with several large TV 
vehicles parked up, platforms being 
erected, and cables being laid out.  A 
false front was being erected around 
the entrance to the Abbey in which TV 
cameras would be housed.

The procession continued down to 
Birdcage walk and back into Wellington 

Barracks, arriving back at 0650.  The 
teams dispersed to their designated 
barracks for a well deserved breakfast.

There was still much to practise for 
the Coffin Bearers team and at 0900 
we returned to Westminster Abbey, 
firstly to talk our way through the 
routine and then practise with a coffin.

At the same time much work was 
ongoing inside the Abbey in preparation 
for the Service.

Afterwards a practise run was made 
in getting the Coffin Bearers to Waterloo 
Station prior to the arrival of the coffin 
on its vehicle.  This entailed Police 
motorbike outriders escorting a military 
vehicle at relatively high speed via an 
alternative route to enable the coffin 
bearers to be in a formed up body at 
Waterloo Station before the coffin 
arrived.  This turned out to be quite 
hair-raising for the team.

It was turning out to be a long day.  
Lunch time arrived, and afterwards 
training continued with placing the 
coffin onto a Landrover for its final 
journey from the Abbey to Waterloo.

There was still a drill for taking the 
coffin in and out of the Queens Chapel 
to be finalised and practised, therefore 
at 1600 the team departed for this task.  
The team were met by the Lord 
Chamberlain and Sir Eric Penn.  Also 
present was the Royal Undertaker.  A 
drill was devised and practised - there 
was one day left for a full dress 
rehearsal prior to the event.  Would the 
Coffin Bearers be able to carry out all 
these movements - many of which had 
only been devised during this long day 
- without error?       

Tuesday 4th September  Everyone 
was once more up when the majority of 
Londoners would be in deep sleep.  
This was a full dress rehearsal for all 
participating units.  The reception area 
on the parade ground at Wellington 
Barracks had been transformed into a 
vast tented area, to enable personnel to 
change, and to muster in case of 
inclement weather.

Muster points had been made for the 
various participants - which numbered 
some 18 - ranging from French, 
American, Canadian, Indian, and 
Gurkha units to the more famous and 
resplendent Guards Regiments.  It also 

David Lovatt MBE the final part of a tragic event during his Lifetime in the navy

David tells here the final part to the
tragic story of what led up to the funeral 

at 0530.  The Pirbright team left at 
0245, the Chelsea Barracks team at 
0414.

David Lovatt MBE 
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included Bands of the Life Guards, 
Household Cavalry, Coldstream Guards, 
RAF and of course the Royal Marines.

The Regimental Sergeant Major set 
units off in groups and it took almost an 
hour from commencement for the final 
group to march out of Wellington 
Barracks.  This was the first time 
groups other than Rn had carried out 
this rehearsal.  Only the naval Gun 
Carriage group with Coffin Bearers 
detoured to the Queens Chapel, the 
other units remained on the Mall.  The 
rehearsal went well, and once more we 
went away for an eagerly anticipated 
hot breakfast.

Breakfast completed the Royal naval 
contingent mustered in their best 
uniforms which had been meticulously 
prepared for the following day.  The 
blue jean collars were pinned down so 
that they would not flap around in the 
breeze and also so that the Coffin 
Bearers would not have the 
embarrassment of having their collar 
dragged up by the movement of the 
coffin on their shoulders.

Afterwards, the Coffin Bearers 
departed for Westminster Abbey.  There 
Sir Eric Penn gave his final brief
amongst all the activity of TV cameras 
getting their final set up testings etc.  
On completion a full dress rehearsal of 
events inside the Abbey took place.

There was no time left for further 
practice, and in any case we had 
covered every eventuality.  We all 
eagerly looked forward to the following 
day, knowing that we had been fully 
prepared and were confident to be 
taking part in such an historical event.   

Wednesday 5th September hundreds 
of ceremonial participants mustered at 
Wellington Barracks.  It was like milling 
around a football ground before a big 
match.  However, these personnel 
gleamed in a multitude of brightly 
coloured uniforms, with an array of 
sparkling medals, helmets, breastplates, 
spurs and swords.  The Parade 
Commander called units together one 
by one until finally it was the turn of the 
Royal naval contingent, who were also 
surrounded by High Ranking Officers of 
not only Her Majesty’s Forces but those 
from the Commonwealth and Allies who 
Lord Mountbatten was associated with 
and carried Lord Mountbatten’s many 

honours on velvet 
cushions.  In front of 
the Gun Carriage was 
Lord Mountbatten’s 
horse ‘Dolly’, with the 
Lord’s boots sat 
reversed in the 
stirrup.  We were 
followed by members 
of the Mountbatten 
family with The Duke 
of Edinburgh and 
Prince Charles.  Then 
contingents from 
other units.

Multitudes had 
gathered to see the 
spectacle and pay 
their last respects to 
this great warrior 
and Statesman.  

However, I, like 
everyone else was 
concentrating on 
maintaining step, 
front and side 
alignment, whilst looking 
straight ahead.  In the early rehearsals 
we only had the beat of the RM band to 
concentrate on, now there was several 
bands and the beat reverberated and 
echoed off buildings, making the clarity 
of the beat difficult to define.  I knew I 
would be racked with pain from my cap 
cutting into my forehead and cramp in 
my toes, so counted the steps in my 
head and picked off landmarks in a 
countdown to completing the march.  
The intensity of the day made it all fly 
past and before I realised it the event 
was over, and the Rn contingent was 
whisked away to the Royal navy’s 
Police Patrol Headquarters in 
Kensington, where the ceremony had 
been recorded.  Complimentary 
remarks on our performance were 
already arriving and we watched the 
recording whilst downing a few well 
deserved beers, prior to returning to 
Portsmouth.

Thursday 6th September  The naval 
contingent were mustered and the 
Captain in Charge read out the many 
plaudits that had come in 
congratulating the Rn on their 
performance in London.  These included 
the Queen and the Prince of Wales.  On 
completion, the small Coffin Bearers 
team shook hands, knowing that we 
may not see each other again and 

dispersed to
complete our summer leave.

Postscript.  I still had my Radio 
Supervisors course to complete, (which 
had been temporarily suspended until 
completion of the funeral) and whilst 
wishing to relax on leave, had revision 
for forthcoming exams.  

Subsequently, I returned to MERCURY 
to complete the course and was 
thanked by the Captain of Mercury for 
performing my duty in London 
outstandingly.  

The only downside to it all, was that 
instead of going on my Leadership 
Course in the autumn, it had to be 
undertaken in the winter, which 
eventually saw me yomping over the 
Black Mountains with snow up to my 
waist - but that’s another story!!

Audley Community news editorial 
team wish to take this opportunity to 
thank David Lovatt for all the 
cooperation David has given during the 
publishing of just a part of his life story 
whilst serving in the Royal navy.

From correspondences received this 
story has been enjoyed by many, even 
as far away as Australia.

Job well done David.
Editor.
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In recent years the Governing Body at Ravensmead Primary 
School, Bignall End, have allocated significant sums of money 
to enrich the lives of their pupils.

In addition to the widest possible range of sporting 
experiences, both inside and competitively against other 
schools, this budget has also been used to support many 
other creative experiences in and out of school.
During the Spring Term 2015 alone Ravensmead pupils have 
been involved in the following:

As part of a Shakespearean Hub (only 6 primaries in the 
country) they continue to be heavily involved in this area of 
learning.  Pupils enjoyed inputs by the Manchester Theatre 
Group performing Macbeth, Key Stage 2 children enjoyed 
performances of The Borrowers at the new Vic Theatre and 
the Takeaway Theatre Group gave the whole school a 
performance of “Hope” which was extremely well received.  
At the end of term the Staffordshire Peripatetic Rock Band 
gave a brilliant performance, waking everybody up in the 
school hall!

Year 4 children had their never to be forgotten experience 
of Laches Wood Outdoor Education Centre subsidised by at 
least 50% from budgets agreed by the Governing Body.

Parents and carers are also very supportive of the school 
and their generous sponsorship (over £2000) early in the year 
has been used to subsidise a wide range of educational visits 

including, during the Spring Term, visits to Beeston Castle, 
Barlaston, Wesport Lake and Cadbury’s World.

The school’s new Music Co-ordinator, Mrs. Webb, has 
enthused large numbers of pupils culminating in the school’s 
participation in the “Young Voices” Project alongside several 
thousand other pupils at the MEn Arena.  Many parents and 
pupils also enjoyed the Recorder Festival at the Victoria Hall 
and, alongside Mrs. Furnival’s dance group, the choir 
performed at the Thorley Platt Memorial Service at Sir 
Thomas Boughey High School.

Other creative opportunities of note during the term 
included the school’s Multicultural Art Exhibition and the 
pupils’ participation in World Book Day. 

Ravensmead – What’s In A Name?
Jack (John) Lear, resident of Talke Pits, recently contacted 
Ravensmead asking if he could visit Ravensmead for the first 
time in over 50 years.  Mr. Bell, the Headteacher, thoroughly 
enjoyed reminiscing with Mr. Lear who explained that during 
the time he attended Ravens Lane School pupils held a raffle 
to decide on a new name for the school as it became a 
primary school.  Mr. Lear’s recollection was that a certain 
Sheila Mead of Domville Cottages, Barthomley Road was also 
at school at that time and her raffle ticket was chosen.  She 
requested that “Mead” should be added to “Ravens”, thereby 
establishing the new school identity.

Mr. Bell, who has responsibility for some treasured records 
that date back to 1862, would welcome any input from the 
community who may have a similar recollection of the change 
of name (or indeed any other historical nuggets).

Ravensmead Governing Body 
Enriching the lives of their Pupils
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Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /

Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
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60 miles and Shining
Hi I’m Chris, the graphic designer of Audley Community news 
who is part of the group that brings this magazine to you. 
That’s me in the red top to the right.  In July I will be cycling 
60 miles from Manchester to Blackpool on a push bike for 
charity along with thousands of other people.  I did the ride a 
few years ago.  It took me 5 hours 20 mins, I was a few stone 
heavier and not very fit.  It took me hours to return to Earth 
after the event.  I basically couldn’t speak and just stared at a 
wall for quite some time.  My wife saidit appeared like I could 
have cried.  This time I’ve loss a few stone and completed a 
little more training.

We live in Mellard Street and recently welcomed new 
neighbours, nikki and Luke Dalgarno who have two sons 
Finley (5 years old) and Ethan (2 years old).  Ethan, who will 
be 3 in July was born with spina bifida, hydrocephalus, a 
dislocated hip and club feet.  He’s had a shunt in his brain 
(this is his third one), he’s had 6 operations before the age  
of 6 months old and 12 general anaesthetics.  He’s paralysed 
from the waist down and uses a wheelchair fabulously.  Ethan 
has been through such a lot in a short space of time but this 
doesn’t hold the little man back.  Ethan has been on the front 
page of the Sentinel about his survival story from the twin 
pregnancy and to honour his twin Elliot, who sadly passed 
away during pregnancy.  Ethan also plays for Stoke Spitfires 
(wheelchair basketball team) and is their youngest ever player, 
his older brother Finley plays too.

When my wife Rachel was chatting to nikki they got on the 
subject of the bike ride and nikki asked if we had chosen a 
charity to raise money for and if not, would we consider 
“Shine”.  They have been a massive support to nikki and her 
family since she was pregnant.

It’s always great to raise money for charity and even better 
if it’s going to help support a family in our community, so 
“Shine” it is. nikki and her family have done lots of fundraising 
already.  nikki runs a local under 5s play and stay group for 
children with spina bifida, hydrocephalus who meet once a 
month at the Peter Pan nursery.  nikki is also a contact at 
north Staffs Maternity for newly diagnosed parents to offer 
support through pregnancy.  Luke does fundraising through 

work and ran the Potters Arf last year. Ethan’s grandad runs 
Finley’s football team and all their fundraising goes to Shine.

I’ve now got the support of the gym that I use -  
KoreFitness in Silverdale, as Karl Muncey and Ben nadin, joint 
owners, will be riding with me and they have encouraged up to 
now 15 more people from the gym to take part in the ride.  
I’ve just got to work on getting the editor, Ernie Moulton to  
oil his chain slip on the lyrca and hop on his saddle.  Well  
we’ll need someone to report on the ride, only joking Ernie.

 We will be raising funds through charity website Just 
Giving and taking any donations or sponsorship in person. 
However you can contact me in person on 07894 045386  
or email christunnicliffe@me.com to arrange collection of  
any donations.  If you’d like to help by sponsoring the bike  
ride and supporting a worthy charity please logon to Just 
Giving with the following shortened weblink   J.mp/kore60

Alternatively you can donate via text: Text KORE60  
then the amount £1, £2, £3...  to 70070.

We’ll keep you updated in the next issue with photos  
of the ride and the total we’ve managed to raise.

Thank you for reading. Chris Tunnicliffe

ews 

charity along with thousands of other people.  I did the ride a 
few years ago.  It took me 5 hours 20 mins, I was a few stone 

after the event.  I basically couldn’t speak and just stared at a 

TO DONATE
www.j.mp/kore60
OR TExT ‘KORE60’ 

ThEN ThE AMOuNT  
£1, £2, £3... 

TO 70070
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G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Plants & Seasonal Bedding plants
Baskets & Shrubs

Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

Audley Ladies Choir.
Saturday 13th June 7pm
St. John’s Church, Alsagers Bank

ALC and Friends present a Farewell Concert for Kip
Tickets are £5 from choir members and the church.

Tuesday 28th July 2pm
St James’ Church Hall, Audley

ALC Charity Bring & Buy and Summer Concert

Why Not Use It !!!
If you wish to promote your forthcoming local events for 
FREE why not contact the magazine.  Our next issue will 
be published on the 23rd August 2015, please contact the 
Editor.  Details can be found on page 3.
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Shanti & Jai Yoga
Yoga classes

Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Mixed ability

Pregnancy Yoga 
Mum and Baby Yoga 
Child friendly classes

Children’s yoga  
Calendar for meetings

  Monday:  Silverdale Athletics Community Centre
  Tuesday:  Richard Heathcote School Alsagers bank
  Wednesday:  Silverdale ACC & Keele University
  Thursday:  Audley & Gordon Banks Fitness Centre
  Friday:  Keele University & Gordon Banks Fitness Centre
              We are also available for Schools and clubs. 

For times at each event Contact: Deb on 07515103411
mumauden@aol.com 

www.shantiandjaiyoga.com   
1-1’s,  meditation and yoga philosophy also available.

HALMER END METHODIST CHURCH

Invite you to

The annual Open Air Songs of Praise  
Sunday 7th June at 3.00 pm

In the Minnie Pit Memorial Garden – opposite to the Church
Speaker: Rev’d Roger Baker from Market Drayton

With the newcastle Salvation Army Band

You are also warmly invited to join with us
each Sunday morning for our services at 10.00 am.

Race For Life 
Cancer Research UK

Audley Pharmacy Volunteers 

Here are the details of the Race for Life Cancer Research UK,
We are entering the event on Tuesday 9th June 2015 at 
19.30pm.

Our team is called Teams Minions from the Audley Pharmacy.  
The team consists of Julie Harley, Linda Gidman, Emma 
Copeland, Vicki Basnett, Lesley Wilson and Kaylie Doorbar.
The event is either a 5K walk or run which ever suits.

The team has set up a Just Giving Page which you can donate 
by logging onto www.justgiving.com/emmacopeland you can 
also volunteer to help.

Donation can also be taken at the Audley Parmacy and we 
hope that all of our village will give its support as we are sure 
that most people of our parish have been touched by someone 
who has had cancer.

The event starts at Trentham Gardens.  You are welcome to 
come to give your support.
We will announce the final amount we raise in the next issue of 
this magazine and also put it on display in the Pharmacy.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank you all in advance 
in giving support to this worthwhile cause and we hope that by 
doing this event it will also help to make people aware of this 
worthwhile cause.

Julie Harley.

Dan Matthews
Garden Services

Lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying, 
fence/shed painting,

 pressure washing and general 
maintenance. 

 All jobs considered. Regular/one 
off work undertaken.

Fully insured.  Competitive rates.

Call/text 07933013206 to arrange 
a free quote
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TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

wiLLiAM RiLEy & SoNS LtD.

SEEDSMEN - iRoNMoNgERS - HARDwARE - 
AgRiCuLtuRAL & HoRtiCuLtuRAL MERCHANtS

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

ROYAL OAK
Heathcote Road Miles Green

Monday & Tuesday 2pm - 11pm
Wednesday To saTurday 12pm - 11.30pm

sunday 12pm - 11pm

TeLePHone: 01782 911415
HeaTHCoTe road, MILes Green.

WEDNESDAy 

Curry CLuB 
pINT & CURRy 

£4.95

THURDSAy 

GrILL nIGHT 
ANyTHING FROm THE GRILL 

AND GET FREE pINT

aLL sToKe GaMes 
sHoWn

5 CasK aLes

ADvERTISEMEnTS



MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.  

We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a call on: 

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs

BESt VALuE LoCALLy.

DAiLy PAPERS - MAgAziNES - SwEEtS - 
CHoCoLAtE - HouSEHoLD NEEDS

21 RAVENS LANE, BigNALL END.   tELEPHoNE 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
Need to send a fax or have  
something laminated?  
we are agents for DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK ChIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
ChEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

HORSLEYS

•	DIY GOODS &  
fREE DIY aDvICE

•	pET fOOD
•	fOOD RE-CYClE 
•	baGS NOW avaIlablE

At	Horsleys,	you’ll	find	just	about	everything	
you	could	possibly	need	all	under	one	roof.		
Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even horse feed 
- the list goes on and on.  Basically everything apart from a 

kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.

Horticultural	&	Domestic	Hardware

fREE lOCal DElIvERY

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507

We have in stock all your gardening needs
Seeds, Bulbs, and Bedding Plants Available
Why not visit our store we are happy to give advice for your 

gardening needs for FREE!




