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adverts

Potteries Building
Supplies

Your local
Calor Gas supplier
Portable heaters
Patio heaters
FREE
BBQs
LOCAL
DELIVERY
Caravans
Forklift trucks
CALL
Logs for sale
01782
562222
Winter rocksalt
www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

The Swan Inn

++

Chapel Street Bignall End - Linda & Paul are your hosts

live happy!
with

Slimming World
TUESDAY

Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

Tuesday Night is ‘Pool Night’

9.30am to 11.15am
5.00pm to 6.30pm
7. 00pm to 8.15pm

Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’
£2.30 per pint 5pm-8pm. EVERY OTHER
SATURDAY
Draught & Cask Beers
NIGHT

Tel: Clare 07808 192011

BEER FESTIVAL

Thurs 27th April to Sun 30th April
20 Ales - 6 Ciders - 30 Gins

01782 720622

slimmingworld.co.uk

0344 897 8000

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
News from the Editor

A Very Happy New Year to all our
readers. I know a few weeks have
passed since we celebrated a New
Year, so let us hope 2017 is a
prosperous one for each and
everyone.
Our magazine continues to
publish news from around our
parish and we would welcome
input from you our readers.
The parish of Audley and
outlying areas have been troubled
over the past few months with fly
tipping, not just the odd box or bag
of rubbish but tons and tons
dumped, spoiling our countryside.
We urge anyone with
information about who may be
responsible, please get in touch
with the police, or the Borough or
Parish Council.
These so called human beings
need to be caught and prosecuted
for their disgusting actions.
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There is no excuse for doing this
when provision is made by the local
councils to take in and dispose of
rubbish for the public, plus there
are a number of private local
companies who are licensed to
dispose of waste products.
On a lighter note how wonderful
it was to drive through the village
of Audley during the Christmas
period and see all the fantastic
lighting which had been placed to
give our village a Christmas theme.
Congratulations to the Parish
Council for providing such a
brilliant display.
We once again need to applaud
the hard work being done at the
Halmer End Institute, who have
revived what was almost a forgotten
building back into a thriving
community centre.
Well done to all concerned.
Enjoy your read.
Editor Ernie Moulton

Star Gazing In Our Parish
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Donation for Responders

North Staffordshire Astronomical Society held a
stargazing event at Audley Community Centre
on December 3rd 2016.
Despite early cloudy skies we had a steady
stream of people coming along to look at the
telescopes and the displays inside the centre.
Skies eventually cleared around 8pm and those
that remained had the opportunity to look
through the telescopes outside.
The event is getting more popular each time it
is held and we would welcome visitors of all ages.
We once again have to thank the Audley &
District Community Centre for its hospitality,
also the Millennium Green Trust members who
provided refreshments and not forgetting
Duncan Richardson of Shraley Brook Media for
the excellent photographs he produces.
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Pictured below left is Duncan Richardson
presenting a cheque to Paul Sergant, the
Coordinator of the Audley & Kidsgrove
First Responders, with part of the money
raised from his production of the 2017
Around Audley Calendar. Duncan
produces a calendar each year using
photographs taken from within the parish
of Audley and surrounding area. This year
he managed to raise £500 which is split
between the Responders and Harp of Gold.
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Features from around our parish
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Appeal For Help

Serious fly tipping Audley Rural Parish.
Over the past few weeks there have been a number of
serious cases of fly tipping around Audley Parish.
The two more serious cases have involved the
tipping of approximately 20 Tonnes of macerated
domestic waste already part way through the waste
disposal chain. This was dumped at the end of Cinder
Lane, Bignall End and the tipping of a load of builders
waste in Hullocks Pool Road causing the road to be
closed over a weekend.
This load appeared to come from some house
renovation work and included doors, plasterboard, a
banister and various other rubble.
This mindless disregard for our Rural community is
becoming more and more serious. Our Parish has
some lovely country walks, not only used by our local
residents but also by walking groups who visit the area.
The damage to our countryside and threat to wildlife is
fast becoming a very serious issue to our lovely rural
parish.
I would urge residents who see any suspicious
vehicles in the countryside to take details of the
vehicles and occupants together with the registration
number and to dial 101 and report these issues. Please
remember to get an incident number to ensure that
these matters are recorded by the police.
I know that some people are nervous about getting
involved and if anyone feels unable to dial 101 I would
suggest that they ring my mobile number 07900166169
and I will respect their confidentiality and visit the site
myself before reporting the matter for them.
We have a beautiful rural parish and we all need to
be vigilant to prevent this mindless behaviour.
blighting our villages any further.

I know that our local community Police Officer
P.C Jez Moore is very keen to work with the
community in any way to assist us and has assured
us of his full commitment to resolve this matter.
Bert Proctor Borough and Parish Councillor.
Audley and Bignall End Ward.

Audley Ladies Choir

The original choir, formed in the early ‘70s, was known
as the Mothers’ Union Choir, led by Mrs Pearce, wife
of Rev. Pearce, vicar of St. James Church. They met for
rehearsals once a week in the Vicarage—now
Wilbraham House. The lounge was big enough for all
the ladies AND the baby grand!
The group expanded quickly and the name was
changed to Audley Ladies Choir.
On the vicar’s retirement, the rehearsal venue was
changed to the Pensioners Hall---where we meet now,
Tuesdays 2.15pm.
We have 40 singers on the books at the moment.
Margaret Nicol is the Musical Director and Jean Chinn
MBE is the accompanist.
A great deal of money has been raised for different
charities over the years as the choir has been
entertaining audiences.
However, it is the ladies themselves who gain most.
There is nothing that lifts the spirits like singing.
On Saturday 6th May we will be joining Wetley
Rocks Male Voice Choir in a concert that will be part
of the month-long Leek Arts Festival.
Please contact us on 01782 721960 or 01782 722551

Most makes of
stoves available.
Appointments can be
made 7 days a week.
Installation service at
your convenience.

Contact Richard 07432 091 699
or email sales@tseaudley.co.uk
The Stove Emporium Ltd. www.tseaudley.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Gresley Arms Fund Raiser
Hanley Fire
Station’s chosen
charity for 2016
was CRY
(Cardiac Risk in
the Young) and it
was also in
memory of our
late colleague,
Mark Hancock
who died
suddenly of an
undiagnosed
heart defect.
As a tribute,
members of the
Hanley fire
service set a target to raise enough money to
implement a screening session at the Sandyford fire
station in early 2017 for anyone over 5yrs and under
34 to be screened for possible heart defects.
As I am on occasions a customer of the Gresley
Arms, Alsagers Bank it came to my attention that
landlord Carl’s daughter had recently attended one of
the other local CRY screening sessions and was
identified as having a heart defect which was unknown
to her and her parents. We therefore asked Carl if he
would like to link in with us to raise the money for the
new screening sessions.
Carl very kindly offered to provide a steak night free
of charge at the Gresley Arms which we gladly
accepted and my cousin Shaun Eardley offered to
donate the starter course so there would be a 2 course
meal in aid of CRY. The successful event took place in
November 2016 and with the addition of a raffle and
an auction of a large Santa Claus figure we successfully

The Cobbles
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts
Call in at The Cobbles 36/38 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 07434 957740 or 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.

raised £1100.
We wish to take this opportunity to thank Carl and
Sarah for the wonderful meal they provided and their
generosity and tremendous support in helping us to
raise this amazing amount of money. Our thanks also
go to all who attended and made this a wonderful
evening. This is truly a community pub.
The picture attached shows Kelvin Chell on the left
presenting Carl Smith the landlord of the Gresley
Arms with a certificate of appreciation.

Carpets at warehouse prices
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets Established 30 years
80/20 Wool Twists British made
RRP £15.99 p.s.y - Our price £10.50 p.s.y
Hessian Back Stain Resistant Carpet £7.80 p.s.y
Bleach cleanable felt back carpet £7.50 p.s.y
100 mixed quality room size roll ends at lowest prices
Cushion & felt back vinyl £9.99 p.s.y
Present this advert to receive £10 off orders over £100

Heathcote Street, Chesterton, Newcastle under Lyme Tel: 01782 562245
Mon, tues, Wed, Fri, Sat 10.30

- 5.30. Thurs 10.30 - 4. Open Sunday 10.30 - 2
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The Face Behind
The Lense

For the past 5 years a number
of issues of our magazine
have displayed a front cover
picture denoting a local
wildlife photographic scene
and the quality has been just
amazing.
Readers have been in awe
of the quality and at the
genius of whoever it was
supplying us with these
images and were fascinated
by who the person was
taking the pictures.
Each of the front cover
images were credited to
“Tom’s Tasty Topics”, so we
thought it was about time we
gave credit to the man who
has been our eyes behind the
camera lens.
Pictured opposite is Tom
Dunn who is the man
responsible for all of the
images we have used and despite all the pictures he
has supplied, getting one of Tom was a task in itself.
Tom, was born in Newcastle-under-Lyme in the
1940s and was brought up in the Enderley-Shaw area
of Newcastle, being educated at the St. Giles School.
On leaving school Tom obtained an apprenticeship
with the Wains Chemist Group and this was where
Tom first learned his photographic skills.
In the fullness of time, Tom took employment with
the local electrical retailers Comet and during these
years he had a variety of homes which included living
in Ashley, Market Drayton and Cheadle.
Tom’s last employment was as manager of several
shops in the Eric Alcock Group and it was during this
time that he came to live in our local community.
He first took up residence in Wood Lane and then
went to live in Alsagers Bank, where he still continues
to live.
Tom’s penchant for photography is second to none,
especially having an eye for capturing wildlife in their
natural habitat and many of his examples have been
used in the magazines.
Tom spends many hours waiting to capture the right
moment, but has admitted often an instant snap with
the camera can produce fantastic shots and the need
for expensive cameras is not always the case.
Tom’s concern for detail is second to none.
Another of Tom’s great passions is walking and
although he himself is a mine of information, he rarely
leaves his home without an Ordnance Survey map in
his rucksack and a compass in his pocket.
His knowledge of routes in various parts of the
country is vast and this has led to him obtaining many

of the fine wildlife and scenic photographs we
have seen.
Tom is a very modest man, quietly spoken, a
very down to earth type of guy, likes
a game of pool including a fresh pint
of real ale and a chat.
Over the years I have got to know
Tom I have found just how helpful he
is and how he loves to share his
knowledge about the use of a camera
and how to take quality pictures,
nothing is too much trouble for Tom.
Through Tom’s work, our magazine has
been given the country look our parish
deserves and we are so lucky to have
him on board as part of our voluntary
helpers.
We have often been asked why have
the images not been entered into
competitions, this is something only
Tom can answer.
We hope that “Tom’s Tasty Topics”
continue for many years to come. I
wish to take this opportunity to thank
Tom for the wonderful work he does
with his camera and to thank him for
the wonderful photographs he has
supplied us with.
We also need to thank Tom for our
front cover image, a photograph taken whilst on one
of his walks in the parish. Thanks Tom The Editor.


Jojo’s

Dog grooming with
the very best of care.
Josephine Clarke

357 Heathcote Road
Halmerend
Stoke on Trent
ST7 8BH

Tel: 01782 721 735
Mob: 07900 601 160
Email: atjojos@btinternet.com

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley & District Wi
News, January 2017
We in the WI are all looking forward to
2017, we have new members and a brilliant
programme.
I would just like to mention a founder
member, Kath Windsor, who celebrated her
100th birthday on 2nd January. She is sadly
missed at our meetings but continues to
support us and takes a great interest in
everything we do.
Last October our speaker was Mike Herbert,
who is in charge of the regeneration and
restoration of Trentham Gardens. He
commenced his talk with a slide show about
the history of Trentham.
It started in the year 680 as a nunnery, 1587
brought about the dissolution of the monasteries by
Henry VIII. Trentham Hall came about in 1686 and
Capability Brown established the park in 1759/1780.
Following many years of remodelling, Trentham
Hall was demolished in 1911 due to lack of interest. In
the 1920s the dance hall was built. It was then sold to
John Broom in 1979, and then bought by British Coal
in 1986.
Can you remember going on the little train to the
swimming baths? Those were the days!
In 1996 St Modwen bought it but were hindered, as
they didn’t get planning permission until 2003. They
have spent £50,000,000 so far in restoration, as they
had to flatten the gardens whilst trying to save all the
stonework.
Dominic Cole and Tom Stuart Smith designed the
Italian Gardens to restore them to the original designs.
They have been awarded a Gold Accolade and over 3
million visitors to date have enjoyed the gardens, and
in 2015 there were 544,000 paid visitors. The work is
ongoing; every time you see something different,
something new.
I have been amazed at all the replanting, landscaping
and with the restoration of the natural beauty and
promotion of the wildlife.
I used to think the entrance fee was expensive but
last year I had an annual pass. It has been worth every
penny now I’ve seen where the money is used. The
walk around the lake is stunning. My highlight in
2016 was to see a pair of black swans take residence.
We had a lovely Christmas party and fantastic meal
with ‘Glint of Light’ to entertain us. They were
marvellous and we all enjoyed joining in the singing.
In February, Tom Evans gave us a visit and talked
about ‘Dementia Friends’. He came to collect our
Twiddle Blankets’ in October, see photograph attached

which shows left to right, Mavis Fryer, Glenis Simpson
(President of the WI), Anne Marsden and Tom Evans
with the Twiddle Blankets we had produced.
I made 70 and the total was 87, which he was very
impressed with. It was interesting to hear how the
blankets will be used.
In March, Julie Hargreaves talks about ‘The Long Arm
of the Paw’, and in April Cas Bailey returns with
‘Handcuffed to Hot Glass’; a very funny lady.
I’d just like to mention that our WI Christmas Tree,
complete with lights and decorations, went missing
from the Pensioners Hall. If anyone knows where it is
currently residing we would appreciate it if they got in
touch.
If you fancy paying us a visit, come to the Pensioners
Hall on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7pm for
7.15pm.
Phone Anne on 721957 or Glenis on 722009 for more
information.

Wasps

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest control
Commercial &
Contract Work
FULLY INSURED
01782 561819 www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk
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Music Thru The Decades
**Xmas Show**
What!! A Show !
This was the second fund-raising show
produced at the Audley Theatre during
2016 by local resident June Ward, who
brought together talent from around the
area to produce a musical show for the
people of the parish all in aid of a most
needy cause.
The show was so successful it helped to
raise £1400 on the night, with all of the
money going to the Dougie Mac Hospice.
During the night’s performance the
audience were crying out for more and
joined in with many of the songs that the
performers were singing. As the evening’s
entertainment continued it was quite
obvious to see how everyone had locked into
the theme of the night, the audience
participation was absolutely wonderful to
see. It was apparent that this audience came
to be entertained and also to give their
support to the Dougie Mac Hospices.
This was not just a night for enjoyment by
the audience, the performers also enjoyed it
all so much they are hoping to do it all again
some time this year and with the support of
Dougie Mac behind us, hopefully we can?
The application to hire the theatre for
2017 once more has already gone into the
theatre, so now we await their answer with
fingers crossed that it will once more be accepted so
we can again raise more money for this well deserving
and much needed hospice.
Thank you again to the Mayor Mr Ian Wilkes who
once again attended and enjoyed the whole
performance.
A very big THANKYOU to all of those who helped
backstage it is not as easy as it looks doing those
backstage tasks.
TO ALL the parents of the children who I might add
are all local children who have no experience in stage
shows but were loving every minute, congratulations
and thank you all.
We also once again wish to thank the management
at the Audley Theatre for the use of the excellent
facilities they provided, as without the use of the
theatre the £1400 for Dougie Mac Hospice would
never have been raised.
Last but not least Duncan Richardson from THE
SHRALEY BROOK MEDIA for all the work and
expertise he has put into this show from the website to
the music, he has been wonderful.
So hopefully we will meet again some time around
June or July time during 2017. This is when we hope
to have our next production.
In our next production we have a return of all the
performers from the Christmas show plus, we have

acquired the services of the Ravensmead Childrens’
Choir, Brass Band music supplied by Dave Moulton
with friends, a Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers song
and dance number and plenty more surprise numbers.
Details of the future production will be published in
the next issue of this magazine and also on the Audley
Community News Facebook page.
The picture top shows members of the performers
from the show held at Audley Theatre in November
2016, at the Dougie Mac Hospice on Saturday the 17th
December as part of the presentation team with June
Ward second from the right presenting the cheque for
£1400 to representatives of the Hospice.
The second picture was taken at the performance by
Duncan Richardson who we have to thank for a
number of pictures he has supplied the magazine with.
June said it was a privilege to work with all the
voluntary performers and they should be so proud at
what they achieved after all the effort and dedication
they gave during 3 months of rehearsals with just one
aim in mind and that was to raise money for the
Hospice.
June said she couldn’t thank them all enough for
what they did for such a worthy cause.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Rotary Club
of Audley

The Rotary Foundation is Rotary’s own and only
charity and in 2016/17 it will be celebrating its
centennial anniversary.
Former Rotary International President Arch
Klumph’s idea for an endowment fund dedicated
to ‘Doing Good In The World’ planted the seed
for The Rotary Foundation in 1917.
That one idea and an initial contribution of
$26.50 set in motion a powerful force for good
that has transformed millions of lives around the
globe over the decades.
For more information visit
www.rotarygbi.org/about-us/rotary-foundation/
The charity provides grants to clubs for various
projects.
As well as polio, in recent years we have used
Foundation grants to support the defibrillator in
Audley village, a new boiler in the Audley
Community Centre and changing rooms at the
Halmer End Institute.
Our main fundraiser, the Christmas Santa run,
this time raised £4737 for our charities.
The Tree of Light event raised £423 which was
donated to The Donna Louise Trust. Thanks go
out to all who donated, and who took part in any
way.
For over 30 years, Rotary and its members have
been committed to fighting to eradicate polio
across the world.
The amount of polio-endemic countries has
dropped from 125 to just three, with over 2.5
billion children receiving vaccinations thanks to
the help of Rotary.
With eradication now closer than ever, Rotary
International in Great Britain and Ireland’s latest
campaign, Purple4Polio, is designed to unite
communities to engage in activities as part of the
final push to eradicate polio for good.
To this end, some of our members planted
crocus bulbs in the grass at the Wood Lane turn
off on Bignall Hill, to raise awareness of the
campaign. We expect them to be flowering in
February/March.
Our meetings towards the end of the year saw
some interesting speakers. A couple are
highlighted below.
On 2nd Nov we had a slightly different format
to our meeting when we met early in the church
hall to be treated to a ballroom dancing
demonstration by Noah and Sienna-Grace. They
are 10 yrs old and attend Ravensmead School and
live in the parish of Audley.
They are competitive ballroom and Latin
dancers and are in the top 5 for their age in the
country. They train 3 or 4 times a week and have
even been to Ukraine for intensive training.
Following this they competed in the UK

Championships in
Blackpool and
later will
represent their
country in the
world
championships
in Paris.
Afterwards we
presented them
with cheque to go towards
their ongoing training.
We then met back at the Boughey Arms for our
normal meeting, during which we presented the
committee of Audley Community Centre with a
cheque to pay for a new boiler that has now been
installed.
Our speaker on 23rd November was club
member Rob Holland who spoke about
contracting and surviving bacterial meningitis in
his early 50s. Many people think that meningitis
is only a problem for children and teenagers, but
Rob’s experience showed the need to be vigilant at
all ages. Rob concluded by highlighting the work
of the charity ‘Meningitis Now’, which supports
not only research into vaccines and treatments but
also provides emotional and financial support to
families touched by meningitis.
A very emotive talk that brought a lump to the
throat of the members.
The president then presented a donation, on the
club’s behalf, to the charity.
To learn more about Rotary visit our website at
www.audleyrotary.co.uk, contact us via our
Facebook and Twitter accounts or e-mail us at
audleyrotary@gmail.com
Ian Knight

Audley Parish Goes Pink 2017

2016 was the third successful year of this event and a
HUGE THANK YOU to everyone for their support.
However we have listened to many comments and it
has been decided to support Cancer Research UK
which enables research into all 200 cancers.
We are now being told cancer will affect 1 in 2 of us so
lets get behind this and help beat cancer. It will now
be known as: AUDLEY PARISH FIGHTS CANCER
8th to 16th September 2017
GALA DAY will be on Saturday 16th September
For info: Peter Shore-721069 or Dylis Cornes-720289
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In memroy of dan hughes

In Memory of Dan Hughes

Heart screening programme

Since the article in the last
edition we have continued
with raising awareness and
funds for heart screening.
The Audley Male Voice
Choir concert which was
held on the 26th of
November was attended,
and enjoyed, by
approximately 100 people
and raised over £1,000 for
Dan’s heart screening
programme.
The feedback we have
received has all been
positive and arrangements
are being made for the
choir to return again in
October of this year.
We were very proud to receive The Thorley Platt
Award for services to the community at Sir Thomas
Boughey High School in November. The attached
photograph shows myself and Kim our daughter after
the presentation at Sir Thomas Boughey School.
It was very unexpected and we as a family are very

Julie Mills story

I’m sure most local people have
heard about the charity ‘CRY’ or
maybe like me you knew a little
but not a lot?
So let me share with you what I
personally have learned.
It’s an absolute fact that heart
screening really does save lives.
How do I know?
This is my story.
I personally didn’t know Dan
Hughes but having two sons, one
of a similar age, I knew of him, I
knew he played football for Alsagers Bank and from
what I’d heard of him he sounded like a great lad.
After hearing of his passing from a devastated friend
of his and reading articles in the Sentinel my heart
went out to his Mum, Dad and sister. I became aware
of the tremendous work his family and friends were
doing to raise money in memory of Dan and to pay for
heart screening for young people in our local area.
I have nothing but admiration for Dave, Sue and
Kim Hughes, they continually strive to raise awareness
of the charity CRY and the heart screening programme
they offer. They have organised many fund raising
events and continue to do so.
What they have achieved is truly staggering,
Last summer I heard that the first screening day in
memory of Dan was to be held on the first weekend of
September at Sir Thomas Boughey High school. I
followed the link and set about booking my 24 year old

Audley Community News
humbled that what we are doing has been recognised
in such a way.
We also received a telephone call from Alison Cox
MBE who founded Cardiac Risk in the Young 20 years
ago. She has selected us to compile and submit an
article which will be used in one of C.R.Y.’s
bereavement booklets to be issued around July this
year.
As you can imagine we feel immensely proud to
have been selected as there are thousands of other
bereaved families in the U.K. as well as ourselves.
Work is underway on the article and further updates
will follow later in the year,
As I write this we are celebrating Dan’s 30th birthday
and the messages of support and best wishes we
receive from the people of the community are very
comforting and we would like to thank everyone for
your sentiments. Daniel’s Heart screening fund now
stands at £71,000 and the heart screening programme
now stretches out to September 2022 which means
screening will be available for another 1,200 young
people from our local community.
We will keep fund raising so that Dan’s programme
can be extended further and would like to thank you
for your continued support.
The next two articles which follow on this page and
page 11 are from parents and children whose lives have
changed due to Dan’s legacy.
Dave Hughes.
son on to the screening programme. Saturday 3rd
September 2017 came and Lincoln went to the school
and I went with him. We sat waiting for his name to
be called, there was a steady flow of people aged 14 to
35. Dan’s family and friends were there making tea
and coffee, it was a friendly atmosphere. Lincoln went
in for his ECG and then went in to see the doctor for
his results.
After seeing the doctor, just like everyone else we
expected to go but something had shown up. The
doctor wanted him to have an ultrasound scan which
was being offered there and then at the venue. He
went to have that done and I sat there and yes I’ll
admit all sorts of things were running round my head.
I had never spoken to Dave Hughes before but he
came to me straight away, he was reassuring, caring
and made me a cup of tea. He explained that a few
lads earlier that day had had to have the ultrasound
but everything was fine. Lincoln came back and went
back into the doctor for his ultrasound results.
Once finished we went home to digest what he had
been told. It was found that Lincoln had a PFO Patent
Foramen Ovale or hole in the heart. It normally exists
in babies who are still in the womb and usually closes
after birth. Apparently it’s quite a common thing and
roughly occurs in one out of every four people. As
long as you have no other heart complications you can
live life as normal.
However there are a few restrictions and one of
them certainly applied to Lincoln. He was told by the
doctor to never go deep sea diving as the pressure

in memory of dan hughes
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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would be too much. Now you might think well there’s
not much chance of that.
Well in Lincoln’s case there was every chance. He
had dived with sharks at the Blue Planet Aquarium
and loved it and fully intended to dive with them in
the wild.
However with this new information provided by
CRY he certainly will not be doing so!
I messaged Dave Hughes to inform him of the
outcome and thank him as I believe that he, Sue and
Kim had quite possibly saved my sons life that day!
I am also aware of Lucy Smith’s story, she attended
the screening the same day as Lincoln. Her condition
was far worse than Lincoln’s and she had to have a life

saving operation.
Thankfully she is now doing extremely well.
It really doesn’t bear thinking about just what could
have happened to Lincoln or Lucy had they not gone
to the screening that day.
So as a mum I implore you to get your loved ones
booked onto the CRY heart screening programme.
What have you got to lose? Nothing!
What have you got to gain?
Everything, you could well save a loved one’s life or
simply get peace of mind.
The next screening day to be held in memory of Dan
will be the first weekend in September 2017 again at
Sir Thomas Boughey High School.

Tracey Smith’s Story

constantly monitored.
The doctors there explained that she would need to
have a pacemaker fitted to stop her heart rate dropping
to the dangerous level where it could stop beating.
They recommended the new ‘Micra’ pacemaker which
sits directly within the heart.
Lucy had the surgery on the morning of the
14th September – it was a complete success and she
recovered well, leaving hospital that same night.
Initially she did experience some severe chest pains,
however this eventually settled down.
Lucy soon returned to her studies at South Cheshire
College and now leads a fully normal life.
Lucy’s opportunity to be screened through CRY was
made possible by the ‘Dan Hughes Memorial Fund’,
and particularly the funds raised by Dan’s parents Sue
and Dave.
As a family we believe that this fundraising and
screening saved our Lucy’s life.
Lucy says, “The support from CRY and Dan’s family
was amazing. I think both the screening and the
raising awareness is so important to young people and
I would encourage everyone to get involved in any way
they can.
I am unbelievably grateful that my condition was
diagnosed and treated without too many problems,
and that I can now lead a normal life again.”

On 3rd September
2016, I arranged for
my daughter Lucy
aged 17 to attend a
CRY (Cardiac Risk in
the Young) heart
screening event at Sir
Thomas Boughey
High School.
Although Lucy was
perfectly fit and
healthy, I still wanted
to take the
opportunity to get her
screened.
On arriving at the
school, Lucy was
given an ECG which
showed abnormalities
within the chambers of her heart. This was then
repeated and an ECHO was taken.
The doctor then explained that Lucy was in
complete heart block and needed to go to A&E
immediately.
Following another ECG at hospital, Lucy was
admitted to the Cardiac Unit where her heart was

PINEWOOD PRE SCHOOL

We are a non profit making organisation.
Open Times

Monday 8.30am - 12 noon
Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 3pm During term-time
We are Ofsted registered and offer free places for
2 and 3 year olds.
For more details call Kerry on 07842612547
You will find us at St. Johns Church Hall Alsagers Bank.
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BEREAVEMENTS & tributes

Peter Thomas Kent (Tom)
Master Builder

It is with great sadness that we
announce Tom passed away on
the 19th of October 2016 aged
72 years. He was surrounded
by his wife Joan, family
members and friends.
Tom was the only son of the
late Peter and Marion Kent and
the dearly loved husband of
Joan for 46 years.
They married at St. James
Church in Audley, one week
after the cricket season finished
in September 1970.
Tom always loved cricket and from a young age he
played for Scot Hay in the juniors and then later he
joined Bignall End Cricket Club where he played in
the second team for many years.
He will be remembered best for his bowling prowess
and in his last season prior to retiring he was the team’s
leading wicket taker, topping the bowling averages.
This was also a Kent team effort for, at all of the home
matches, you would find his wife Joan helping with the
preparation of the sandwiches for tea.
Tom also enjoyed watching England play cricket and
in June even though poorly, his nephew Paul and
friends took Tom to Edgbaston to watch a one day
international of England v Sri Lanka.
Tom was born at Ravens Lane Farm in Bignall End
at the Smiths family farm.
When Tom left the Halmer End School aged just 14
he started his career in the family business, Peter Kent
& Son (Audley), working alongside his father Peter
and also long serving bricklayer Bill Jennings.
Tom enjoyed his work immensely and was first and
foremost a ‘Master builder”.
In his professional life, his company worked for
some of the most prestigious people.
Lady Deves Broughton’s estate, Mr. & Mrs Roundell at
Dorfold Hall Nantwich, The Duke of Westminister’s
Eaton estate near Chester, Duchy of Lancaster.
His work also included many of the major farms
near and far from Audley, specialising in all kinds of
farm buildings and milking parlours. He also worked
on St. James Church and the Church Hall in Audley.
Tom loved working in and around the Audley
village and clients were often willing to wait a little
longer for their work to be done as long as Peter Kent
& Son could fit them in. He also had great ability and
patience to teach people.
There are a number of local tradespeople who learnt
their skills from Peter Kent & Son, but he perhaps took
most pride in training his own nephew Martin. He
was the latest in a long line that then joined the ranks
of the self-employed.
Tom and Joan also found time over the years to
renovate numerous properties within the village area
and ended up living in most of them. They also shared
a love of walking and were members of the Wine

Audley Community News
Circle.
When Tom retired he made time to do voluntary
work for the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and the
Millennium Green Trust in Audley and he was also a
blood donor for 10 years.
He had a flair for woodwork from an early age and
could turn his hand to most tasks. He even made a
drop-leaf table which is still in use today. Tom leaves a
legacy of superb craftsmanship.
Tom was always there to help and offer advice to his
family and friends, always in his overalls so that he
could give people a hand.
He was a wonderful, kind Gentleman.
The funeral service was held at St. James Church,
Audley on the 25th October 2016, followed by
interment at Audley Cemetery.
In memory of Tom, generous donations of £612
were received and this was donated to the Millennium
Green Trust in the village he loved.
Barbara Burgess (nee Goulding)
Following a brave fight on the 20th October 2016
Barbara peacefully passed away surrounded by her
loving family at the Haywood hospital.
Barbara aged 67 of Audley was the dearly loved
partner of Gordon, the loving and cherished mum of
Angie, Ian, Kelly and the late Paul, a dearly thought of
mother in law, a devoted nana and a loving sister, sister
in law and aunty.
Her funeral service took place on Wednesday 9th
November at St James’ Church, Audley followed by
interment in the churchyard. All donations in
memory of Barbara were sent to the Chatterley ward at
the Haywood hospital.
Barbara will be greatly missed yet fondly
remembered by all her loving family and friends.
We wish to pass on our condolences to family and
all who knew Barbara, she will be missed by so many.
Beatrice Martin
We sadly announced that on the 27th November 2016,
Beatrice a resident of the Wilbraham House Care
Home, Audley aged 100 passed away peacefully.
Beatrice featured in our last issue when celebrating
her 100th birthday.
The funeral service took place at the Audley
Methodist Chapel, Bignall End on the 14th December
2016. We wish to express our condolences to all the
family and friends of Beatrice.
Phillip George Steele
Peacefully on November 26th 2016 at the RSUH,
Phillip, aged 68 sadly passed away.
Phillip was the dearly loved husband of the late
Julie, much loved dad to Donna and Gilly and
treasured grandad of Chloe, Whitney, Gracie and
Braylan.
His funeral took place at the Bradwell Crematorium
on Thursday December 8th. Donations were sent to
the British Heart Foundation. Phillip will be greatly
missed by all his family and friends.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Raymond Statham

It is with sadness that we
report Raymond aged 83
years of Hougher Wall
Audley passed away on the
27th November 2016.
Raymond was the beloved
husband of the late Pearl and
a devoted father to Maxine
and Phil.
Raymond was born to
parents in Chester Road
Audley and was one of six children. He attended the
Ravens Lane Primary school which was followed by
going to the Halmer End Secondary Modern. On
leaving school Raymond went to work as a farm
labourer for local farmer Mr. Proudglove and then
went on to serve in the armed forces, Raymond was
very proud to have served his country.
After leaving the forces he went on to work at the
Rolls Royce factory in Crewe, but decided this was not
what he wanted to do, so he took up an apprenticeship
as a painter and decorator, which eventually led him to
becoming a self employed decorator.
Raymond was a tradesman through and through
and you would often see him either carrying a ladder

to a local decorating job, always with his white overalls
on, or parking his old grey Rover car outside a local
property and getting tins of paint and rolls of
wallpaper out of the boot for work.
Raymond had many interests, he was an expert
french polisher, he loved to make dolls houses but his
main pastime was his love for music.
For many years Raymond had been a member of the
very successful Audley Male Voice Choir and he had
travelled to numerous of parts of the world,
successfully competing in competitions and also
throughout the breadth of the country.
Due to ill health these past two years Raymond has
spent his leisure time sitting at home playing his piano.
Raymond loved to live in the community of Audley
and was very proud of his roots.
He was a gentleman through and through, loved to
have a chat with all he met.
It was a fitting tribute at his funeral to hear members
of the choir singing the hymns and to see so many
friends gather to celebrate his life.
The funeral service was held at the Bradwell
Crematorium on the 9th December and all donations
were given to the Douglas Macmillan Hospice.
Raymond will be sadly missed by so many.
Our condolences go to the family.

Alan Lockett

Arthur Oakley

Suddenly on December 3rd 2016, Alan aged 64years
sadly passed away at his home in May Bank. Alan was
the dearly loved husband of the late Jackie, much loved
dad of John, loved father-in-law of Amy, treasured
grandad of Stanley, loved son of the late Hazel and dad
George, very dear son in law of June. His funeral
service and cremation took place at the Bradwell
Crematorium on Thursday December 15th. Donations
were sent to The Douglas Macmillan Hospice. Alan
will be sadly missed by all his family and friends.

Judith Millington

Judith, aged 69 years of
Audley, sadly passed
away on 17 December
2016 at the Royal Stoke
University Hospital.
The dearly loved wife
of Clive, mother of
Karen, Andrew and
Deborah, nana of
Molly, Thomas,
Scarlett, Alfie and
Hayley.
Judith was born at the Haven Nursing Home,
Porthill. Her parents, David and Valda Madew were
living in Wereton Road, Audley at the time with
Judith’s grandparents but moved soon after to Vernon
Avenue, where Judith lived, until her marriage, with
brothers Christopher and Peter.
She attended Audley Infants, Ravens Lane and
Halmer End schools before working as an Egg Packer
in Chesterton. She later worked with her father and
brother Chris at A.E.I./ G.E.C. in Milehouse Lane,

On November 30th 2016, Arthur aged 83 years of
Bignall End and formerly of Chesterton sadly passed
away.
He was the dearly loved husband of Joan, much
loved dad of David, devoted father in law of Neroli,
treasured grandad of John and dear brother of Jane.
His funeral service took place at the Bradwell
Crematorium on Monday December 12th. All
donations were sent to Parkinsons UK.
Joan and all her family will greatly miss Arthur.
Newcastle.
Judith and Clive married in 1969 at St James’
Church in Audley and moved to Vernon Close.
Following the birth of their children Judith assisted at
the playgroup which was held in Audley Church Hall.
Judith loved to travel around the UK mainland on
family holidays and day trips and enjoyed knitting,
which she was taught by her father, cross stitch and
jigsaws. She was a member of the Mothers Union and
Ladies Choir for some years until increasing ill-health
seriously affected her mobility.
The funeral took place at St James’ Church, Audley
and was well attended. Members of St James’ Mothers
Union graciously formed a guard of honour inside the
church. The service was followed by interment in the
churchyard.
The family wish to thank especially Dr. Sweet and
staff at Audley Health Centre, to where donations were
presented, Dawn Garner, community matron, Rev.
Simon Tomkins, vicar of Audley, St James’ Mothers
Union, Kirsty Maddock for floral tribute and Horne
Brothers, funeral directors.
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Wood Lane Cricket Club
Looking forward to 2017
Wood lane Cricket Club rings in the
changes in 2017. A change in our senior
team promises hope and new
determination.
We are
delighted to
announce the
signing of Imran
Khalid pictured
above as our
overseas player/
coach for the
forthcoming
season.
Imran, who
plays cricket
professionally for
SNGPL in Pakistan, is a vastly experienced left
arm spin bowling all-rounder who will bring
variation to our bowling attack as well as
strengthening our top order batting.
For the last three seasons Imran has been
the overseas professional for Settle CC in the
Ribblesdale and Pennine Leagues where he
scored over 3000 runs and took 240 wickets.
He will also be available to coach the club’s
senior and junior players during the week as
he is a fully accredited ECB level 2 coach.
We look forward to welcoming Imran and
all our new players who are joining the club in 2017.
Senior Winter Nets has already started and are on
Thursday evenings 7.30 – 9pm at St Joseph’s College,
Trent Vale. Everyone is welcome.
Our junior sides will once again receive all the
dedication we can provide as we start another year
developing and building our junior section.
With lots of junior events scheduled for the coming
year, our awesome team of volunteers have started
working and our Junior Registration Night is to be
held on Friday 13th January 2017 at the club. For
further information please contact Caroline Jervis on
07930 500147.
The end of season Fun Night was fantastic and a
great time was had by all our children, we hope you
can see how successful it was in the photo opposite.
A huge project was undertaken to install a new
drainage system on the cricket pitch during the
close season. The club wish to thank all the
members, players and sponsors who very
generously donated their time and money in
helping the club achieve such an ambitious and
successful operation which would not have been
possible or affordable without the help of so many
kind folk.
The photos above again show the hard work and
immense precision and organisation that was
achieved by all.

We wish to say a big thank
you to machine operators, Ron Garlick, Phil
Cookson, Gareth Coates, Simon Williams and
groundsmen Dave Cooper and Steve Jervis who have
done a fantastic job.
Wood Lane Cricket Club offers a huge welcome to
all new members wishing to join us and for further
enquiries please call in to the club during our opening
hours or contact our Membership Secretary Mrs.
Ingrid Williams on 01782 721458 to join us.
Debra Garlick Chairperson Wood Lane
Cricket Club.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Let it snow!
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HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

On Friday the 13th January, we awoke to a snow
covered Bignall End, but despite the snowy weather
Ravensmead School remained open and we are very
happy that so many children and adults braved the
weather despite difficult conditions.
We had well over 80% of children - attending.
At breakfast the children wrapped up warm and went
on to the school field where they had a great time
playing in the snow, building snowmen and throwing
snowballs, Mr. Bell, Mr. Heppell and Miss. Horne were
hit with a few too!
Afterwards, Mr. Bell arranged hot chocolate and a
piece of toast, crumpet or pancake for all the children
to help them to warm back up.
Well done to all the children who came to school
and a big thank you to parents, relatives and friends
who brought them, your efforts are very much
recognised.

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk
ANDREW FODEN

Garden Services
Z
Regular Garden Maintenance
One Off Tidy Ups
Grass Cutting
Shrubs, Trees & Hedges Planted

Audley & District Probus Club

I guess that by the time you read this issue hopefully
we will be seeing the true signs of Spring and looking
forward to the rest of the year, which prompts me to
mention the interesting programme of speakers lined
up for our meetings this year.
They range from Wills and Power of Attorney, to
Beekeeping, to Experiences in the Prison Service, to
producing Real Milk! - So hopefully, something of
interest for all our members.
Our membership continues to grow, so why not come
along to one of our monthly meetings which are held
on the third Friday of each month at the Alsager

Golf & Country Club.
For more information, call me on (01782)
721894 or email:
donald.caton321@btinternet.com
You would be most welcome.
Don Caton (Secretary)

Paths, Patios & Drives Power Washed
No Job Too Small
Mobile.

07857 065 254

Home.

01782 729142

Email. andrewfoden1@hotmail.co.uk
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G Y M T I M E TA B L E
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5.30 - 6.30
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

4:30 - 5:30
Boys circuit
class ages 13-15

5.30 - 6.30
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

6.15 - 7.15
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

5.30 - 6.30
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

7am - 8am
Mixed Full
Body Blast

6.30 - 7.30
Spinning

5.30 - 6.30
Mixed Full
Body Circuit

6.30 - 7.30
Spinning

7pm - 8pm
Ladies only
class with Vicky

7pm - 8pm
Ladies only
class with Vicky

7pm - 8pm
Technique
Training. £5
each. Max 10
people. Contact
Karl about
available places

PERSONAL TRAINING AND PROFESSIONAL NUTRITIONAL ADVICE
Unit 2 Stonewall Place, Newcastle Under Lyme, Staffordshire, ST5 6NR. www.korefitness.co.uk for more information
Enquiries: Karl 07947 566670 Jess 07753124470



facebook/korefitnessuk

Harp Of Gold
2016 has been another great year for us here at Harp of
Gold. Thank you to everyone that came along to our
Funday and any of our events. Thanks to the generosity
of people and local businesses we have raised just over
£4000 this year!!!
That’s £2000 for Steve and £1000 for CRY leaving
£1000 for Community groups, if anyone is interested in
applying for a grant of up to £100 then please do get in
touch with any of the team.
We would like to thank Alessi Restaurant,
Potteries Waste, Beeston Shenton Solicitors,
Harrison Builders, Audley Rotary, Horne
Brothers and Audley Parish Council for their
generous sponsorship.
Yet again Bignall End Cricket Club have
given us the use of their room, Audley
Community Centre kindly let us use their
marquees, Ravensmead Primary and Sir
Thomas Boughey also gave us use of their
equipment for the Funday and all the businesses
and people that donated prizes for our raffles
and the delicious cakes.
There is also a group of lovely people who
come along and spend the day manning stalls for us.

We really wouldn’t be able to do it without all the
support and are incredibly grateful for the generosity
shown year after year.
Thanks again to Audley Football Club for allowing us
to turn the place upside down.
We cause havoc every year and we cannot express
how much we appreciate their kindness and patience.
Particular thanks go to Dave and Sue Hughes, Alison
Bromley and Nathan Ames for their help in the football
this year, we really could not have done it without you
all.
We are not holding a Party in
the Parish in 2017 but we do
have lots of wonderful events
coming up.
Keep an eye out for posters,
check our website and follow
us on Facebook for updates.
Our group has recently
received a donation of £250
which can seen being
presented in the
photograph by Duncan
Richardson of Shraley Brook
Media from monies raised by the sale of his Around
Audley Calendar 2017.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Mothers Union News for 2017
As I write this report the memory of
the Christmas Tree Festival is still in
quite a lot of people’s minds.
Talking with those who took part
this year, and also to some of the 700
people who passed through the
church doors during the week of the
festival, many were of the opinion that
it was the best one ever and some were even discussing
the ideas they have for the next one!
Everyone had a favourite tree, and everyone’s
favourite was different.
The “Singalong” was also a very special night. What
a joy it was to see so many people enjoying the
atmosphere of this simple celebration of the birth of
the Lord Jesus and to hear once more the true message
of Christmas.
The introduction of the craft session went well and
the resulting masks and crowns were proudly worn by
the children as they took part in the impromptu
nativity tableau. We were greatly honoured to be asked
if some members of the cubs could be enrolled during
this event, and how wonderful it proved to be to hear
them make their promise to serve God and others in
the church where many have made similar promises
during the last 900 years.
A HUGE thank you to all who attended, many of
whom met our new vicar, Simon, for the first time.
Nationally and internationally MU continues to work
for a greater awareness of the value of loving and
respectful relationships, especially in the areas of
marriage and family life. Locally we are pleased to be
able to fund Bibles for couples married at St James and
children who are baptised and we also continue to
send “First anniversary of baptism cards”.
Our Friday coffee mornings have been somewhat
disrupted by essential work within the Church Hall,
and we thank our regular attenders for their patience
at this time. If you haven’t yet joined us to browse
through our wide selection of books and other
preloved items then please come along for a tea, coffee
and unlimited biscuits any Friday between 10am and
12noon.
You will be amazed at the friends you will meet.
Our next branch meeting will be on March 16th when
Miss Liz Broadhurst will be telling us about her visit to
Vietnam and Cambodia. A very interesting time! All
our meetings are open to both men and women and
are free of charge to all so please come and share
fellowship with us.
And finally. What did you do with all those Christmas
leftovers? The turkey that was still around two weeks
later, the appalling gift you’ll never use but daren’t
throw away or, worse still, the debt that will only just
be paid off in time for Christmas 2017?
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If you feel that Christmas is just one day a year and the
“leftovers” make you think it isn’t worth the effort,
then why not come along to Church sometime and
find out a bit more about Jesus.
You may find there’s more to Christmas than what’s
left in January.
Remember: Jesus is for life, not just for Christmas!
For more details about MU please contact Annette
721058

The Audley Action Partnership
(LAP)

The LAP has received funding from the Police and
Crime Commissioner to set up a new pop up cinema
in the Audley LAP area, primarily for young people.
Would you like to be involved in this wonderful
opportunity right from the start? Please let Jane
Lancaster know if you can help in any way with getting
this exciting project up and running.
Jane: 01782 7200231 or t.lanc@tiscali.co.uk
Keep an eye on the Audley Community News
Facebook page for more information.

PCSO Rural Fishing Competitions

Once again the local PCSO’s are holding their annual
fishing competitions for boys and girls aged 7 to 16
years old.
They are being held in the following venues:
15th April 2017 Madeley Pool
2nd June 2017 Cudmore Fisheries
8th August 2017 Minnie Pool, Halmer End
29th August 2017 Cudmore Fisheries.
The competitions are held from 10am to 3pm
For more information please contact
PCSO 16736 Sarah Forest, Newcastle Rural Policing
Team, Audley Officer. Tel 101 (16736 at the prompt)
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audley& district parish council

Audley Rural Parish Council
2017/18 Budget News

The budget and precept for the next financial year
(April 2017 to March 2018) has been under discussion
since October 2016 at the Parish Council meetings.
The precept will be set at the February 2017 meeting.
All parishioners are welcome to attend the meetings of
the parish council to voice their opinions on the
council’s spending plans and precept setting
arrangements. Details on the draft budget and the
impact on the precept can be found at the Audley
Rural Parish Council website:
(www.audleyparishcouncil.org) or within the 8
noticeboards located around the Parish.

Your Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping
in close and regular contact with its electorate and provides
a focus for voluntary organisations in the area.
Our Council comprises of three wards: Audley, Bignall
End and Halmer End which are represented by a total of 15
councillors, who volunteer their time:
Revd J Taylor (Chair), Mr C C Cooper (Vice Chair)
Mr T Sproston, Mrs V Pearson, Mr H Proctor, Mrs A
Beech, Mr M Dolman, Mr P Breuer, Mr R Moody, Mr R
Kinnersley, Mr M Whitmore, Mrs C Richardson, Mr D
Butler, Mrs A Frankish, Mr R Garlick
MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what has been achieved
over the last year or so can be obtained from the Annual
Report 2015/16 or by looking through the minutes from
every meeting on the Parish Council’s website.
You can visit our website at anytime http://
audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 noticeboards across
the Parish for more info, agendas and minutes.

Audley Community News

New play equipment planned for Alsager Road,
Audley.
After the consultation with the children in the
Parish, the Parish Council have now approved the final
scheme (see picture) to be installed at Alsager Road
play area in the spring. (Please note the new path is
for illustration purposes only at this stage). Although
subject to tender, there should be a total of seven new
pieces of equipment installed. This investment will
total around £60,000 of parish funds, and it is
important that the new and existing equipment is used
but also looked after. The budget and precept is under
discussion, but it is hoped that improvements of a
similar scale will be made to another well used Parish
play area this year.

You can contact Mrs C Withington, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone: 07901 692414
Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post: The Croft, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need
to let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to
the Parish. Members of the public are welcome to attend
any meeting of the Council.
We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday of every month at
7pm, at venues located around the Parish – please see the
noticeboards and the website for the exact details.
Residents are able to address the council during the public
participation session.
Parish Council Public surgeries on a 1-2-1 basis with a
Parish Councillor will now be held at 6.30pm to 7pm,
finishing just prior to the start of every Council meeting
(subject to change – please check the latest agenda).
Additionally there are now Police/Parish liaison surgeries
available on the THIRD Wednesday of every month from
10.00am at Audley Community Centre, Castle Hill
Visit http://www.staffordshire.police.uk/local_policing/
newcastle/audley/ for more information.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Eric’s Walks

The walk, for this month’s Audley Community News, is
the circuit of Tittesworth Reservoir in the shadow of
the Roaches near Leek in The Staffordshire Moorlands.
Parking for the walk is in the lane by the phone box in
Meerbrook.
Navigating this walk is fairly easy. We are going to
follow The Staffordshire Moorlands Walk, with a
Lapwing pictured on the way markers. This bird is
also known as a Peewit, after its call; for me, it has a
special meaning as I was Patrol Leader of the Peewit
Patrol in the Scouts many moons ago.
Start along the lane to the left of the Lazy Trout and
pick up the track on your right and follow the markers
via Frith Bottom, past Benthead to the road at Middle
Hulme. Turn left onto the road, cross the stream and
just up the hill is the path on your right.
The walk follows the shape of Tittesworth,
unfortunately out of sight, via Troutside Farm and
Oaks Plantation to the School at Haregate. Our route
is now right and still following the “Lapwing” to South
and North Hillswood, joining the road at a cattle grid.
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Turn right and you’re soon back at the car.
A nice walk, with good views of the Roaches, and
also Tittesworth Reservoir, nearer the end. At 6.5
miles and 650 feet of ascent, this walk can easily be
done in a morning followed by a pub lunch.
Eric’s Walks can be found on Facebook page www.
facebook.com/ericswalks I have also contributed
walks at www.walkingworld.com.
Hope you enjoy the walk.
Eric.

Book
early for all
appointments.
Nails
Gift vouchers
available.
Eye Treatments
Waxing
Urban Tan Spray Tanning
Ear Piercing
Epibrow Treatments
OPEN
Tuesday 9.00 - 4.00
Friday 9.00 - 8.00
Wednesday 9.00 - 6.00 Saturday 9.00 - 3.00
Thursday 9.00 - 8.00
Closed Monday & Sunday

Tel: 01782 922800
 Find us on Facebook | Gift vouchers available
64 Church Street, Audley, ST7 8DA
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First Time - Second Time Around

On Saturday the 26th
of November David
Butler and wife
Karen of Megacre
Wood Lane renewed
their wedding vows
and had their
wedding blessed at
St. James Parish
Church Audley.
David and Karen
had been married for
36 years but their
original marriage
took place at a
registry office as at
the time that was all
they could afford,
but it was always in the back of their minds, if the
opportunity arose, they would renew their vows.
The ceremony was conducted by Rev Simon
Tomkins who informed them that it was the first such
ceremony he had conducted. Brenda Evans told them
also that all the time she has been the verger at the
church she cannot remember a marriage blessing
ceremony taking place there.
Over 50 family members and guests attended the
ceremony. You can see in the attached pictured David
and Karen outside St. James Church. Congratulations
to Karen and David from all at the magazine.

Camra Award For Becc Club
It was smiles all around at the Bignall End Cricket
Club when on Tuesday the 6th December the club was
presented with the prestigious award of the Potteries
CAMRA Branch Pub of the month for December
2016.
Pictured left to right Chairman of the Potteries
Branch Corin Brown presenting the award to Phil
Grocott representing the Cricket Club with Andy
Parkin CAMRA publicity officer and bar staff member
Andrew Nixon.
Andy Parkin the publicity Officer said the award was
in recognition of the way the club helped to promote
many brands of real ales, having four hand pulls, with
all the ales being regularly changing, guest beers and
the regular customers having an input as to what they
would like on sale, along with a variety of lagers.
Therefore the award was well deserved by the club and
its members.
Bignall End Cricket Club is a welcoming venue for
people of all ages. The Club also has excellent facilities
to hold events which include a private bar within the
building, to cater for Weddings, Birthday Parties and
Funerals.
During the cricket season they welcome visitors to
their home matches and provide the opportunity for
anyone with a cricket interest to get involved with the
playing side of the game.

Other events at the Club include Indoor bowling,
snooker and a number of charitable events to help
raise funds for needy causes.
February of each year brings in the Bikers, a group
of motorcyclists who visit on the first weekend of the
month all in aid of raising money for Air Ambulance.
Finally we have to mention their annual Beer
Festival. This event has become so successful and as
each year goes by the event gets bigger. The event is
normally run in November so keep an eye out for the
posters, always worth a visit
Why not give them a visit, you and your family
would be most welcome.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Dawn of a New Year in
Leddys Field
Leddys Field looks grey and wet today and
Monday 9th January was named Black Monday.
The gloomiest day of the year.
Christmas and New Year is over, New Year’s
resolutions broken, bone chilling weather with the
house impossible to heat. A New Year but the old
sorrows not quite banished by Christmas festivities.
“I, that did never weep, now melt with woe that
winter should cut off our spring-time so”
W. Shakespeare.
Research has proved that patients in hospital who
have a window looking onto greenery recover faster
than those looking at four walls. We don’t need that
science, we KNOW that getting outside bucks us up,
calms kids and is basically GOOD.
So today instead of diving back under my duvet I
furiously dived into my boots, took my mug of coffee
in my hand and stomped down the steps from Hall
Street into Leddys Field. Before the coffee was
finished, amazingly not a drop spilled, I had walked a
path measured out metre by metre by the slim
shadows of bare trees leading to a meadow which will
waken from grey to the gold of the buttercups that
know, “Spring is sooner recognised by plants than by
men.” ~ Chinese Proverb.
I had found copper beech leaves glowing in the
morning sun clinging on to smile at me as I passed.
Cheery Spanish chestnut shells not rotted at all and
now pretending to be little hedgehogs were whispering
gently from among the damp leaves, “If we had no
winter, the spring would not be so pleasant; if we did
not sometimes taste of adversity, prosperity would not
be so welcome.” ~Anne Bradstreet.
I’d seen bright white Candle Snuff fungus and
sensibly named bracket fungus stating the truth we
know in our hearts, “Science has never drummed up
quite as effective a tranquillising agent as a sunny
spring day.” W. Earl Hall.
And outrageously hopeful buds of bluebells peeping
out just enough to taunt, “No winter lasts forever; no
spring skips its turn.” (Hal Borland.)
They insist that before long the wood will be full of
flowers again.
I hid my empty mug in my pocket as I met other
walkers with their quick greetings as they stride along
re-charging for the day ahead.
We are told repeatedly by doctors including our
‘own’ excellent ones in Audley to keep active for our
hearts sake. In today’s Daily Express an article about
dementia tells us, “Keeping physically active may be
important in reducing cognitive decline.” Physical
activity is a potent drug available to all Audley
residents free of charge, without prescription and with
no worrying side effects.
Where? Near every house you can just walk to a
green area. Maybe Leddys Field, 100 metres from
Church Street, or right off New Road. You can add
twenty minutes to your shopping trip. You’ll feel the

cold less and your house will seem warmer when your
blood is zinging round. You’ll find joy in nature’s little
discoveries. Oh, there is a side effect after all. An
unexpected one, just breaking through the dark like
the bluebells, hope.
Today as I write this article, the twentieth, locally we
said goodbye to a popular Audley resident who walked
Leddys Field with his dogs daily, Michael Boughey.
And the world said good-bye for now to President
Obama. He was asked on TV last week how he kept
fit. He said one word, “discipline.” You know you want
to live more. He said, “We can.”
P.S. For extra fun and as a momento try
photographing some of the things you see. Mail them
to me and we may be able to write further articles like
this. val.pearson@me.com

C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com
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Audley & District
Community Centre
What a year 2016 was. We were digesting the news
that the Audley and District Community Centre, the
building, its link roads, tarmac car parking and
gardens are on “green belt” land and that meant that
we couldn’t have the extension to the centre that we
had been working and fund raising for during these
past few years.
Our intention had been to extend and provide a
much needed village nursery, smaller meeting rooms
for ourselves and a dedicated Police Post on the site,
and having worked with the various agencies we
thought that we were ideally situated to provide these
community assets for the village. But all to no avail.
Sooooo, where do we go from here?
Community Centres and working men’s clubs have
evolved a different life during the past 20years that we
have been open. Weddings are now at places like
Crewe Hall, or abroad. That coupled with various
licensed premises in the locality that offer a free room
for parties etc. Made us re-think our priorities.
Sooooo, what to do now?
We had raised some monies from various functions,
barn dances, charity meals out, our fashion show and
of course sales at our coffee mornings every
Wednesday, but in addition we would of course need
various grants to complete the extension.
We had applied for, and obtained charity status. Not
an easy thing to achieve. We had hoped that this
initiative would help with the raising of grants for the
extension project. But now of course this is all work
and effort wasted.
We decided to try to use these funds to improve the
Community Centre, to make it more welcoming, and,
as it was coming up to the 20th anniversary of the
opening of the Centre, to celebrate this milestone.
We had found more storage space in one of the rear
store rooms at the side of our building. This meant
knocking a non supporting wall out to gain more
space. The additional space approx 1metre square was
an empty void that strangely contained a plastic see
through box. On closer inspection this turned out to
be a sealed “time capsule” put there in the April of
1996 as the building was developed.
Without opening it we could make out from a top
page inside, that Councillor Dylis Cornes and some
people from a school in Aixe-sur-Vienne, France that
at the time we were twinned with, had put various
articles inside the box. ...................................
To the still sealed box we added more modern “stuff ”
of our own, and hid it again.
As part of the planned improvements we decided to
remove the bar and to utilise this area as a dedicated
charity shop for the village (The Attic).
With this in mind and having obtained permission
from NUBC as owners of the building, work
commenced after the March 18th Fashion show.

Storage has always been a major problem at the centre
and so we applied to site another 10ft container at the
rear of our 3 X 10ft existing containers to give more
storage and to make a “square” of the storage area, the
extra container to have been sited at the rear of and out
of sight of the others.
Anyway, later having thought about it, it was
decided instead to replace with two new 20ft
containers which would do the same job but look a lot
tidier (which they do).
Having now sited our two new containers, the then
surplus 3 old containers have gone (or are going) to
good homes. One to the newly opened Halmer End
Institute, one to the Audley Parish Fishing club at
Halmer End and the last to PAMS a group supported
by us and if planning permission is obtained it will be
resited at our Centre.
In 2015 we also had a small secure compound at the
rear of our building that was previously the Orange
telephone mast area given to us for our use by NUBC.
In this compound at present we have a storage shed for
the Youth Club, a shed for the Millennium Green
group, a small shed for ourselves and the summer
house for the Youth Club.
We approached Adam who runs the Youth Club
with an idea, and subsequently the summerhouse is
now used by the 1st Responders as a shelter as an
alternative to them sitting in their cars waiting for
calls. We have since installed electricity to the
summerhouse so that they can have lighting and
heating during the winter months. This is on-going
and will once more be made available to them now
that Santa’s grotto has been dismantled.
The new charity shop The Attic was officially
opened by Councillor Ann Beech at our 20th birthday
celebrations on Sunday 20th September 2016. What
an excellent day that was! We had all sorts of party
stuff, Punch and Judy, fun bus, exhibitions etc etc and
of course our new charity shop, which was well
supported.................

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
We also took this opportunity to
completely refurbish and redecorate the
hall, and to form a laundry area in one
of the store rooms adjacent to the bar,
where the bowling mats had been
stored. As these mats belong to the
centre they are available and if
someone wants to re-start an indoor
bowling club please contact our
Booking Secretary.
As luck would have it, the week that
the work was finished we had a party
at the Centre, with a bar!
Our barman coped well and
advised of no issues whatsoever
without the dedicated bar area.
We employed an excellent joiner
George Kapock, for the bar work,
but all of the other work, the
refurbish and decorating was done by the
Centre’s unpaid volunteers.
We were contacted by the Audley Rotary club during
the spring with an offer of financial help towards a new
project, for our birthday celebrations. We decided on
a new gas boiler for the premises to cut down our
horrendous gas bills for heating and hot water as we
had to heat a 150 litre hot water tank whenever we
were open to the public for the toilets and kitchen.
The boiler has been installed which had two other
benefits. By getting rid of the old free standing boiler
for a new combination boiler it freed up more
desperately needed storage space, and also uncovered
again the “Time Capsule” previously re hidden. This
time it was decided to involve the village more, so we
asked for more ‘stuff ’ to be put with the capsule.
Ernie Moulton gave us the last complete set of
Audley Community News from issue 1 to 53 for
inclusion. We have books from the Audley History
Society who celebrated 30yrs that year, books from
local historian Tony Lancaster about the village and
surrounding hamlets, and photographs of the present
area by Duncan Richardson of Shraley Brook Media.
We also added other newspapers, magazines and really
anything else that we have thought may be of interest
to future generations ..........................
Dot and I were invited to a meeting of the Rotary
club and were presented with a cheque towards the
cost of our boiler change, for which we are very
grateful. The new boiler is working well with instant
hot water when and as required.
Towards the end of year and on Saturday 27th
November 2016 starting at 2pm we had our usual
Christmas Market with Santa and his helpers. Santa’s
transport was provided by Les and Sue Riley with
“Maud” the steam engine doing the honours, (because
the reindeer had gone for dinner). We have reverted
back to the front car park this year, (is that right), as
everyone felt ‘out of it’ at the back, although Santa has
his own dedicated Grotto in the summerhouse at the
rear we had various stalls and although the weather
wasn’t very good, we had our usual good attendance.
We were pleased with how the event went as a
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decision had been made not to erect
our additional marquees mainly because we no longer
have the number of volunteers required to put them
up or struggle to dismantle and store after the event
had finished.
Our Christmas market in 2017 will be on
Saturday 25th November, starting at 12pm noon
and finishing at 5pm.
Amongst groups supported by us throughout the
year are our own Youth Club, Parish of Audley
Medieval Society, Audley Millennium Green, Harp
of Gold, First Responders, The Astrological Society
(Stargazers). As you can see we try to help other
groups wherever we can, and the monies we make
from the coffee mornings and subsequent charity
shop helps us in this endeavour.
The dedicated charity shop is slowly being more
widely known but is only open Mondays 10am to
12pm, and Wednesdays during our coffee mornings
from 8-30am to 12-30pm. These times could be
improved upon if we could get more people to open
the shop. Your donations are paramount in the success
of this venture, and as you know, anything not sold by
us goes to the other various charity shops in the area.
We are actively encouraging bookings for children’s
parties. We consider that we are ideally situated, just
off the motorway network, having recently had guests
for a party from Wales and Bristol. We have a large car
park, and the hall itself is generous in size. For the hire
of the hall and its facilities we charge £12.50 per hour
time on site, a small price you may say for not having
the mess and mither of large numbers of children
running around your home.
We are able to supply a list of entertainers and
caterers if required, but often find that mum, Nan and
friends prepare most of the food and drink. In return
all that we ask is that the premises are left in the same
condition as found, helping us to maintain our/your
village asset.
Anyway as they say, its goodbye from me and goodbye
from them.
Ron Bourne Chairman A&DCC.
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Poems and rhyme / features

WINTER PROSPECTS

The season has changed the weather’s turned cold
Heating set high, plans on hold.
Temperatures plummet. Hours of darkness prevail.
Storm threats exist in the teeth of a gale.
Sleet and snow, frost and ice
Good clothing and footwear whatever the price.
Sledges are out, youngsters make slides
Gritters about when the council decides.
Should we venture out or choose to stay put?
Aware of the danger’s lying underfoot.
Dehumidifiers on to control damp air
Condensation the foe a household nightmare.
High energy costs - savings are found
Suppliers are changed after shopping around.
Yet harsher winters once were the thing
Even so we await the advent of spring.
Derek Bate.

NERVOUS ANXIETY

Sweating and anxious, sat in the chair
Nervously waiting to face the nightmare
Of gums injected and the dentist’s drill
No extractions perhaps but dentures to fill.
A fist firmly clenched for a white knuckle ride
A churning stomach and mouth open wide.
“Try to relax comes the command”.
That’s far from easy, do they not understand?
Injection received to nullify pain
Face feeling numb won’t be in vain.
Soon it’s all over except for the bill
And the nasty taste of this bitter pill.
Derrick Bate

MY GUARDIAN ANGEL
(The Story By The Blind Man’s Dog)
My Guardian Angel I know is blind,
Wide innocent eyes that cannot see.
Yet where I may never dare to walk,
His gentle grace with ease leads me.
He colours my entire world so brightly,
Where I can see black and white.
He fills my hours with righteous day,
When I can only see the night.
He really is a Guardian Angel,
His wings spread protection in full span.
And though he only hears the way,
His touch can read the mind of man.
Each sound resembles meanings clear,
Each image forms from sensed direction.
Painting landscapes from feel and smell,
Wrapped lightly just to taste perfection.
Tapping lightly with his stick so white,
Makes no difference whether day is night.
As I lead in harness held by fingers kind,
My Guardian Angel now walks behind.
Peter W. Hodgkins

An Invitation

We welcome your Poetry and Rhymes for publication.
Please send them to the Editor his details can be found
on page 3 of this magazine.

AUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH
Minister: Rev. Helen Hoe 01782 720267
Audley Methodist Church warmly invites you to our
Sunday Services at 10:30am & 6pm.
Forthcoming Events & Services
Tea & Toast: Come and chat with friends at our Tea
& Toast Spring get together event Saturday 25th
February 2017 between 10am and 12pm noon. With
stalls, raffle and refreshments available, start your
weekend with us.
Sausage & Mash: Join us for our annual Sausage &
Mash Lunch on Saturday 11th March 2017, between
11am and 1:30pm. Lunch will be served from
11:45am. Peruse the ‘Bits n Bobs’ table, Tombola,
refreshments and more. Good food for all.
Charity Saturday: Charity Saturday 13th May 2017
between 10.00am - 2.00pm.
Local charities and charities supported by Audley
Methodist Church will be invited to have a stall in
Audley Methodist Church Hall - FREE OF CHARGE
to promote their charity by holding nearly new stalls,
tombola stalls, bric-a-brac etc. All monies raised by
the charity will be for their own funds. HOT FOOD
and DRINKS will be available throughout the day
provided by Audley Methodist Church.
See what happens in the village and support LOCAL
CHARITIES - Everyone Welcome.
Maundy Thursday: Maundy Thursday, 13th April
2017. Sectional ‘Thanksgiving’ meal is to be held at

Audley Methodist Church as part of our Holy Week
thinking and experience. Contains songs, readings,
remembrances, food, non-alcoholic wine, ending the
meal with the remembrance of the first Passover Meal,
celebrating the freedom of God’s people from captivity
in Egypt, remembering then the last Passover Meal
Jesus shared with his friends, when He ate with them,
drank with them, laughed with them. He then washed
their feet to symbolise His servanthood to humanity.
We remember that night all He did for us, and our
response to that gift.
Easter Services: Good Friday Walk of Witness,
14th April 2017, 10am. Join with friends from St.
James’ Parish Church, and other Churches in the
neighbourhood. Walk to Chester Road, remembrance
on the green, to the car park and share a few moments
worship (with Simon and Helen), concluding with
refreshments in St. James’ Church Hall. All welcome.
Easter Sunday, 16th April 2017 Services are
10:30am & 6pm
Church Office opening hours are Monday,
Thursday and Friday 11am to 2pm.
Telephone: 01782 722755 or email
audleymethodist@btconnect.com
Also see our Facebook page: Audley Methodist Church
(@audleymethodist) for up to date information, news
and details of our regular events.
Open4all; Open2God; Open4you!

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Contact numbers:
Chair:
07946 734008
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minning in halmerend

Recollections of Ike’s Footrail

My memories from Mike Joynson. This is my version
if you agree.
I suppose my earliest recollections of my grandfather
and his mining would be from around 1955 and as the
picture above shows I can be seen standing outside his
home in Podmore with the pet dog and I’d be about
6-7 years old.
Every Sunday morning my father, Stan Joynson
would visit his family home at Podmore Cottage. The
cottage, which was once part of one of the pits in
Bateswood, was an office where the lorries would
weigh in and out of the old No 4 pit so I guess it was
the tare weight office.
My grandfather, Ike bought the cottage in the late
1930s, for about £300 and it became the family home
until the early 1970s. It was then bought by the
Mullinex family who were local farmers and it was
demolished for a new build.
No hot water, no electricity, no sanitation as we
know it today, all that was to come later, like the rest of
the village of Halmerend the facilities were very
limited.
An agreement was made in 1942 between Isaac
Joynson of High Street, James Mullinex of High Street
and Alex Johnson that Isaac Joynson would dig a
trench from High Street Halmerend to Podmore
Cottage for water supplies, Isaac Joynson would pay all
the expenses with regard to excavation, half the cost of
the water pipes and replacing all sub-crust
satisfactorily.
Any damage to the water supply would be shared
equally between the three parties, failure to do so and
Ike had the right to cut the water off.
On our regular visits to my grandfather’s home and
business, with dad Stan each Sunday morning would
be spent visiting all the other collieries in the area. I
can remember Porrits along Black Bank, McEllins,
Prices and Knights in the woods near to the Old
Reservoir locally known as The Razzer and many
others. The collieries names that have now slipped my
mind.
The objective for Stan was to pick up what the

Audley Community News
“opposition” was up-to and it always seemed very
convivial with cups of tea, telling jokes, lots of page
three girls on the cabin walls, very educational for an
innocent ten year old, all of which I echoed at school
on Monday. Today I guess it’s called “networking” but
dad Stan was always up to speed with what was
happening in the mining community.
I can’t believe how some of these footrails ever
survived, they never looked safe and must have had
the minimum of Health and Safety administered just
to keep the inspectorate happy, often just bits of
corrugated iron and lots of dodgy wiring seem to come
to mind.
My grandfather Ike venture into mining started from
when he was discharged from the Army in 1918, he
worked in local collieries after his discharge from The
Royal Field Artillery serving in France. I recall as a
young boy once asking him “did you kill any Germans
grandad in the war”?
He said he had, he had 9 on the end of a bayonet !!
Maybe a little embellished but the older generation
in the village that knew Ike, knew he was not a man to
be messed with, he was irascible, cantankerous, and
very parochial. Approaching the cottage where he
lived would be undertaken at your own risk, if he
didn’t know you or were what he would consider
trespassing you were a target.
Lots of my friends now tell it was nothing for Ike to
get his “strads”, catapults and take pot shots at you
until you had retreated to a “safe distance”. Ike thought
he was still at the Somme
fending of the bosch !
This picture is of my
grandfather in his service
uniform and this is what
was on the back of a
photograph in the
cottage……
Driver I Joynson 44176
DAC, G or C OLM 34 Div
Rear Ike Joynson United
EP 1915 No 441576 DAP
OLM Royal Field Artillery
September Overseas 7-8
months. So Isaac had seen active service in France but
he never talked about it.
The first attempt to “declare independence” and extract
coal would be in the forties I guess and virtually in his
front garden, as this picture shows top left on page 27.
The footrail which by then was registered as
Podmore Hall Colliery is typical of what you would
expect, corrugated iron and lots of dodgy wiring.
You can see them waiting to be loaded with coal
ready to go to Meaford Power station in the latter
years, but was sold locally and all over the country.
Podmore Hall also used contractors, one was J K
Sturge a haulage company based in Audley. The owner
Ken was a great character and socialised with Mum

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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and Dad in the 1950s, but I do believe that Ike had
tried to short change Ken on a number of occasions, so
there would be the odd dispute I think.
I’m sure Alan, Ken Sturges’ son, will recall all these
“differences” when cash was king.
The photograph top right is believed to be of one of
the vehicle belonging to Ken Sturge waiting in line at
the rear to be loaded with coal from the Footrail.
The houses you can see in the background are of
High Street Halmerend and the white double fronted
building is the Methodist Church which is still a major
focal point in the village.
The first of several pits licensed to Isaac Joynson was
in full production in the mid 1940s.
Many extensions to the licence were applied for over
the next 25 year period, many maps and drawings were
orchestrated by Durford Lee and Wardle the
Company’s surveyors.
Production from the mines was very successful
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which could be put down to hard work, which we
know it was, plus the knowledge of the old workings
and rich coal seams, and also the dedicated workforce.
I can only remember my father Stan, his brother,
uncle Frank and local man Frankie Darlington
working there.
I’m sure there were others but I have no records
now. If anyone has any memory of a relation who
worked there please let me know or pass the
information on to the editor.
Breakdowns were common so all the colliers would
undertake many roles to keep the mine running, both
my dad Stan and his brother Frank were qualified
firemen, my dad qualifying at the Brymbo Pit.
My story will continue in the next issue which will
tell of the sad death of Ike’s brother John who was
killed in the mining accident at the Minnie Pit.
There will also be more photographs from the time
showing some of the former workers.
Mike Joynson

YOUR LOC AL HIGH CLASS FAMILY B UTCHER • Q UALITY MEAT PRODUCE

BEEF - LAMB - PORK - FRESHLY COOKED MEATS - HAM - TONGUE - CHEESE - PIES - BREAD - C AKES - OATC AKES
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS

|

OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK - TEL: 01782 720737
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Audley Community News

Audley Patient Panel

Giving every patient of Audley Health Centre a voice

Technology making life easier

We wanted to use this issue to highlight the availability of the new technology
available to all patients of the Audley Health Centre. If you have a computer,
lap-top, tablet or even a smart phone you can use it to make your appointments
and order your repeat prescriptions.
The system is called Patient Access and it’s simple to set up and use; all you
need to do is ask at the reception for an application form, fill it in, hand it back
to the receptionist with two forms of ID (one of which must be a photo ID such as a driving
license or passport). The receptionist will then ask you to return to the practice in two days
with one form of identification. You will then receive your confirmation letter with your
individual code and account number.
All you need to do then is log on and away you go; access to repeat prescriptions (without
visiting the practice) booking advance appointments - it really is that simple! It’s here, let’s use
it.
Look out for some drop in sessions over the next few months where you can sign up to
Patient on Line and be shown how to use it.

Text Messaging reminders
You may or may not be aware that the practice is now sending out text
messaging reminders to patients who have their numbers on file.
Make sure the practice has your up to date mobile number so you can
benefit from this Service and never miss another appointment.

General Survey Findings
It was pleasing to see the Doctors and Nurses scored highly again in the
survey. Scoring an impressive 82% good or excellent, along with 82% of
responses said they were seen within 20 minutes of their appointment time
which is encouraging because the practice are seeing more patients during
surgery hours.

Changes to the Health visiting service

As many of you will know there have been some changes to the Health Visiting Service.
Unfortunately, this has meant that the Audley clinic has been stopped from January 2017, here
is a list of alternative clinics:
• The Clayton Clinic Monday 1.30pm till 15.30pm
• Kidsgrove Health Centre Monday 1.30pm till 15.30pm
• Porthill Clinic Tuesday 9.30am till 11.30am
• Ryecroft Clinic Wednesday 9.30am till 11.30am
• Milehouse Clinic Thursday 9.30am till 11.30am
• Chesterton Clinic Friday 9.30am till 11.30am
You can also contact a Health Visitor Monday to Friday 9am till 5pm Via the hub
Telephone: 0300 124 5029

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Sir Thomas Boughey
School 2016-17
On behalf of everyone at Sir Thomas Boughey High
School, can we wish everyone a belated Happy New
Year.
Since the last publication, the Year 7 pupils have
experienced their first Sir Thomas Boughey High
School Christmas concert to great acclaim. Mr Barber
(as Head of year) and his team of tutors can be very
proud of the performances. The future is certainly very
bright if the talent on display was anything to go by. We
would like to thank everyone who attended the Year 7
Christmas concert and hope you enjoyed it as much as
the pupils.
Our Christmas Fayre held on Saturday 5th November
2016 was a huge success. To the delightful strains of the
Congleton Youth Orchestra, (as talented and dedicated
a group of young musicians as you could ever wish to
see) shoppers purchased from a range of delightful
stalls.
Thank you to all who helped to make the afternoon
so enjoyable. It was wonderful that so many supported
the Christmas Fayre and we look forward to our next
co-operative community event. If you would like to
help out or have suggestions for in future community
events, email Ms Deakin at j.deakin@stb.coop
The vast majority of school run stalls at the
Christmas Fayre were raising money for charity and the
school takes its charitable role very seriously. As with
every year, money raised (approximately £200) went
towards the Salvation Army Toy Appeal boxes. The
toys were sorted into age ranges and distributed round
those families in need by volunteers from The Salvation

Army. Thank you once again to all the pupils, staff and
parents who really went the extra mile to help those less
fortunate.
Similarly, a charity close to the school is CRY
(Cardiac Risk in the Young). They also raised a
significant sum – well over £500. In addition to this,
our Christmas jumper day raised almost £600 to be
split between Save the Children and the Neonatal Unit
at the Royal Stoke Hospital.
But the festivities didn’t end there. On the 9th of
December we hosted the Audley LAP Christmas Party.
Distinguished local residents joined us for an early
Christmas party. There was much conversation, music
and merriment in anticipation of a visit from Father
Christmas himself and he didn’t disappoint.
We hope everyone enjoyed themselves and we are
looking forward to next year already.
On the 9th February, school held its annual Mock
Interview Evening for Year 11. Pupils who attended
received invaluable experience of what to expect in a
‘real’ job interview. They were given feedback on the
documents they had prepared as well as general
feedback on how they could improve their interview
technique.
Our thanks to everyone who played a part – whether
it be as an interviewer or supportive parent / relative.
And finally, moving forward, it’s that time of year
again where Year 10 pupils are in the process of
applying for their work experience placements, due to
take place between Mon 26th June 2017 and Friday 7th
July 2017.
As was mentioned in the last edition of this
publication, if you are able to provide a placement
(lasting either one or two weeks) please contact
Mrs Griffin (s.griffin@stb.coop) at the school.
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Manufacture, design and fit
quality kitchens and bedrooms

The perfect bathroom
solution for every home

www.ssfurniture.co.uk

www.blissbathrooms.co.uk

01782 624422

01782 626108

EvErything for your homE undEr onE roof
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Silverdale
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Audley Male
Voice Choir
We wish you all a happy and
prosperous 2017. It is a new year
and it could be a time for changes,
improvements in your life.
Ladies out there, we know that
you want the best for your men
folk, and it has been proved that
being in a choir has physical and
mental benefits, so why not give
these men a nudge to join us.
We have an excellent choir here
in Audley. Send them down to
Audley Methodist Church Hall
at 7:30 pm on Thursday nights,
they will be made welcome.
The Choir had a lively run up to
Christmas, taking part in the Remembrance Day
service at the Cenotaph in Hanley. A group of us sang
carols to the patients in Ward 225 at the Royal North
Staffs University Hospital. On our last rehearsal night
of the year we had our own Christmas Party which
included a zany, fun filled, Pantomime
(see photo)
A most important and enjoyable Audley Community
event during this period was a concert at the end of
November in support of an excellent local charity. The
Daniel Hughes Heart Screening Fund. This was a sell
out concert held in the very room where we hold our
rehearsals in the Methodist Church Hall.
This performance raised £1051.02 for this very
worthwhile local charity. The organisers have
expressed their thanks to all who supported the event
including the Choir, the Musical Director, the Choir
Accompanist and to everybody’s favourite Denise
Leigh and her husband Stefan for making the evening
so special.
Looking forward into the year the big forthcoming
event is our Victoria Hall Concert on May 14th with
the Cory Band, currently the World Champion Brass
Band. They are in superb form and have won all the
competitions in their class, British, Welsh and World
titles.
Some of you may have heard them playing with us
at the Victoria Hall a few years ago, they were brilliant
and it seems they are even better now. Other events,
so far identified, are at St Peters Church Rickerscote on
Saturday 17th June and the Choir Concert tour to
Oban, Fort William and Iona in the week commencing
24th October.
Find out more about the Choir, at www.admvc.co.uk, it
is easy to find this website just type Audley Male Voice
Choir into Google and we appear at the top of the
page.
You can support us further by becoming a friend on

Facebook and you will be able to keep up with all the
latest Choir news and events.
(We entertained ourselves and friends of the Choir
in the panto, see if you can recognise anybody in the
picture.)
Sad News. Two valued Choristers have died since the
last report.
Ray Statham and George Johnson who have been
singing with us for 36 years and 19 years respectively.
Both are sadly missed.
Davie (a Chorister)

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List
Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.50
£7.00
£5.50
£4.50
£4.50
£9.00
£2.00

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, TANNING,
HOLISTIC THERAPY,
PERMANENT MAKEUP, HD BROWS
“Look after your feet, you only get one pair”
The title of this piece is a quote from my mother, and
one that I have carried with me all my life. Never has
the importance of healthy feet been so apparent to me
though, as since I started working as a Foot Health
Practitioner. Examining a patient’s feet can give an
accurate picture of that person’s general health and in
some cases may offer the first indication that
something is not as it should be. This is because feet
are ‘the end of the line’ for bodily systems such as
circulation and nerves, and will therefore be the first to
suffer if such systems start to break down. In
conditions such as diabetes it is vitally important that
feet are looked after properly as the illness can cause a
reduction in sensation in the feet, so that sores or
small wounds may occur without the patient realising.
If the affected area is not treated, it is very likely to
ulcerate which can result in unpleasant wounds that
will not heal.
As we grow older, our feet may start to complain
about years of mistreatment; all that time spent
walking around in poorly fitting shoes, all those hours
standing up at work. For most of us our feet are very
much the poor relations of the body, receiving far less
attention than other areas, until, that is, they start to
complain! In addition, as we age it may be that we
start to find it difficult to trim our toe nails as they are
inconveniently situated at the furthest reaches of the
body. It is easy to see why the feet can end up feeling
very neglected. But neglected feet can impact badly on
our general health as they can be the cause of reduced
mobility and instability. It is also pretty miserable
having constant discomfort from overgrown or
thickened toenails or corns and calluses.
So, be kind to your feet!
Wash and thoroughly dry your feet regularly.
Moisturise feet every day to keep the skin supple.
Keep toenails trimmed without any sharp corners.
Wear well-fitting footwear with ‘wriggle-room’ for
the toes.
If you are diabetic inspect your feet daily (or have
someone do it for you) and have any sore spots
attended to. If you have problems managing your
own foot care, contact a local Foot Health Practitioner.

Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN

Seasonal Bedding Plants & Shrubs
Gardening advice given Freely!

Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399
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Audley Theatre
News 2017

As I write this article our production of ‘Prince
Charming’ by our own Wendy Brough is about to be
staged. Rehearsals have been fun for us all and once
again the youth have really worked hard. Most people
don’t realise that they have the biggest part in our
pantomimes as they are hardly off stage, and they have
to learn so many dance routines. We are so lucky to
have a dedicated youth group who live mostly in our
village. The photograph on the right shows some of
the cast from ‘Prince Charming” during rehearsal.
Tickets are sold out for nearly all the performances
which proves the popularity of our pantomime and I
am sorry that some of you will have missed out on
tickets. Those of you with tickets are guaranteed to
have an action packed, fun filled evening.
I will just give you all a quick update on our last play
which was about to be performed at the time of my
writing my last report in November...The Farndale
Avenue Housing Estate Townswomans Guild Dramatic
Society Murder Mystery was a huge success. People
were leaving the theatre will tears running down their
faces and aching sides from laughing so much. To
quote at least one member of the audience ‘it was a real
laugh out loud production’.
Believe me those of us on stage had a real struggle to
stop ourselves laughing with the audience. Jackie, our
prompt, said it was the first play she had ever
prompted during which no cast member needed a
prompt on any night! I think that was because the
audience was laughing so much we had to wait for the
laughter to stop which gave us time to think of our
next line!
A representative from the National Operatic and
Drama Association attended one evening, and her
report was extremely positive and she also said it had
her laughing out loud. We are all thrilled that so many
of you enjoyed this play and as there are other plays in
this series, we hope to stage another one in the future.
Our May production has been chosen and will be
‘Day of Reckoning’ by Pam Valentine. It centres on a
village fete and the committee who organise that fete.
Typical village problems emerge as do conflicts and
unexpected twists which are dealt with in a funny way.
I am sure that some of you will be able to relate to
characters within this play so I hope that you will all
look out for the opening of our box office in order to
get your tickets in good time. Watch out for the
posters and check our website and Facebook pages.
Behind the scenes the members have once again
been busy with cleaning duties and the outside of the
theatre has been painted. The ‘front of house’
managers have had their hands full organising staff for
all these productions and our thanks go to them and to
all the front of house teams. We could not function
without these valuable members of our theatre.
If you are interested in helping out in this way, then
get in touch!

We are also having a jumble sale on Friday March
17th at 7pm. The last one was well attended and with
some of the men modelling the clothes it was an eye
opener! If anyone has any jumble they wish to donate,
you can drop it into the theatre on a Saturday morning
10am-12 noon during our tea and coffee morning.
Everyone is welcome!
We, at Audley Theatre, hope that everyone who
comes to our future productions has a wonderful
experience and continues to support us. Don’t forget
we welcome any feedback, good or bad, either on our
Facebook page or via any of our front of house staff.
Yvonne Johnson

Audley Football Club 2017
With the football season now progressing and the
leagues in which we are involved maturing, it is good
to report the majority of teams involved at the club are
progressing well in their respective leagues, with only a
couple of months left to go until the season ends.
Hopefully the hard work and dedication of all our
teams and their respective coaches and support staff
will bear some fruit and the club will be furnished with
some Silverware come May.
Already one eye is on next season and planning is
underway to retain all our teams and possibly extend
the number of teams we have at the club. With this in
mind we are seeking people who would be interested
in managing teams in the junior section for the 201718 season. The Executive Committee would in
particular welcome interest from people who want to
get involved in coaching Association Football at U7,
U8 and U9, level.
If this appeals to you and you want to get involved in
your community football club to provide the local
children with a sporting interest then please contact
Richard Platt on 01782 721133.
As always Audley FC would like to welcome you to
come and support our teams who play most weekends
throughout the year at Townfields in Old Road.
In addition if you are planning any parties or events
in 2017 please feel free to contact us on the number
above as our clubhouse is available for hire.
Richard Platt Chairman

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

St James Church Audley

As is the case with most places of worship, Christmas
is a busy time, and an opportunity to preach the gospel
to people who do not attend regularly.
At a time when numbers within the Church of
England are reported to be falling, our attendance at St
James’ church, Audley over the Christmas period was
most encouraging. The figures were helped by the very
successful Christmas Tree Festival and Sing-A-Long
organized by the Mothers Union, and reported on
more fully elsewhere under the Mothers Union report.
Our carols by candlelight again was extremely popular,
and very well attended.
We again had a presence at the Community Centre
Christmas Fair, and sang carols alongside the Rotary
Santa the week before Christmas.
The Rev. Simon Tomkins officiated at his first
Christmas services, and continues to find his way
around the parish. He tells me that he and Nikki and
their sons are settling in to a new life in the village, and
are thoroughly enjoying village life.
We have started a course for baptism and wedding
preparation called The Big Questions. This is hoped
will create an understanding of some of the questions
that we face in modern society, and may provide some
answers to those questions. Once this has finished we
will be starting a lent course. This will be on Tuesday
evenings and commence on 9th March.
Dates for the diary
Lent course starting 9th March.
Maundy Thursday Supper and Service.
Good Friday joint outside service with Methodist
Church.
Easter Day Services at 8-15 and 10-30.
Brian Dodd
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Audley Community Library
Goes Live

As from January 12th the library went ‘live’, meaning
that the contracts and plans have been put in place and
that we are an independent volunteer led community
library service.
We are no longer receiving training on a regular basis
from Newcastle library. However support is still in
place from Newcastle and from the County Council as
and when it is required.
The volunteers are now settling in and are becoming
familiar with library procedures and general duties.
We have had more volunteers to join us and they will
be receiving training shortly.
We would like to thank all those organisations,
library members and residents who have supported us
so far.
As this is a new venture, we will in the future be
looking at ways to generate income in order to pay for
costs which will not be covered by the County Council
in order to maintain the service.
There is on the library counter a donations box in
which any money raised will go towards initial starting
up costs and any donations, however small will be
much appreciated.

Library Opening Times

Monday 2.00pm to 7.00pm
Tuesday 9.00am to 1.00pm / 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Wednesday CLOSED
Thursday 9.00am to 1.00pm / 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Friday 2.00pm to 5.00pm
Saturday 9.30am to 1.00pm
To contact the library call: 01782 720527
Or find us on www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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A Lifetime in the Royal Navy
David Lovatt’s final part to one of his
experiences during his lifetime in the Royal
Navy.
Our ship Minerva headed out of the calm waters
of the Gulf for a mid deployment break in
Mombasa, Kenya.
However, it was monsoon season and we
encountered gale force winds and heavy seas
hitting us broadside on, giving us a most
uncomfortable passage down the Indian Ocean.
A support maintenance team met us in Mombasa
to carry out essential engineering work, whilst all
of the crew would get several days off during our
two week visit. After staying onboard a couple of
days to ensure our radio teletype link with the
RAF at Cyprus was operating successfully, I took a
few days off and went up the coast to chill out at a
hotel and also went on a safari in the Massai Mara,
which, whilst being bounced around and ending
up covered in dust travelling in an open topped
vehicle, was well worth it to see all the spectacular
wildlife.
One of the most amazing sights however, was
travelling to the reserve as the sun rose and seeing all
the young children in the middle of nowhere walking
miles to school.
Our stay in Mombasa was terminated early due to a
‘United African Summit’ taking place in Nairobi. The
Foreign Office considered it inappropriate for us to
remain in Kenya, and they quickly organised
diplomatic clearance for Minerva to visit Mogadishu,
Somalia. Apparently the British Embassy were low on
fresh provisions and needed a morale boosting visit.
As it remains now, Mogadishu was then, one of the
worlds hell-holes. It was stricken by famine, limited
facilities and a military regime aligned to the
Communists. One ancient dockside crane was slowly
attempting to unload food from a vessel whilst other
supply ships waited days for their turn to berth and
discharge much needed food. Meanwhile, sacks of rice
and other essentials sat piled up on the jetty, rotting
away and infested by rats. The Captain offered our
assistance to the local authorities, but this was refused.
However, the British Embassy was overjoyed at
receiving a large selection of edibles that would last
them some time. Minerva also put on a cocktail party
for the Embassy and its United States counterparts,
which was not surprisingly well attended. The
Ambassador’s wife struck quite a chord with the crew,
arriving in a quite revealing outfit, thoroughly
enjoying the food, drink and company before being
assisted to her transport in the early hours.
Minerva sailed for her second Gulf patrol with mission
accomplished in raising Embassy morale! We were
now on familiar ground and knew it was only a few
months to home, and the patrol continued in a now
familiar pattern. Then one evening towards the end of
July I was summoned to the radio office to ‘crack’ an
encrypted message in a special privacy code. Minerva
was detailed to leave The Gulf, make best speed to the

Mediterranean and
rendezvous with The Royal Yacht Britannia and act
as escort during the honeymoon of Prince Charles and
Diana! The Captain summoned his Command team
to make plans. However, Minerva was in a distressed
state after several months at sea. Rust streaks
abounded, and it would take some considerable work
to bring it to the required standard to act as a Royal
Escort. Prince Charles had served as the Gunnery
Officer onboard Minerva in the early 1970s, and
several encrypted messages were exchanged with
Britannia to work out a programme and determine
whether the Royal couple would visit the ship.
Eventually, it was decided Minerva would maintain a
discreet distance, but would do one close steam past at
speed whilst the crew lined the upper deck and gave
three cheers to the Royal couple. In the meantime, the
Chief Bosuns Mate came up with a programme to
scrub and wash the ship down, and where necessary
give a coat of paint. Activity onboard was like one of
those TV makeover programmes, but we had to cope
with the generated wind from making best speed and
inevitably paint got a little splashed. The laundry was
busy too as white tropical uniforms were prepared for
our party piece.
The steam past and three cheers were practised whilst
on passage, and after transiting Suez we made our
rendezvous off the Greek islands. Everyone was
relieved when the evolution was successfully
completed after much work. The ships Doctor was an
accomplished cartoonist and as an impromptu
wedding present produced a water colour depicting
Minerva steaming past the Royal Yacht with its freshly
painted starboard side on view, whilst the port side
looked scruffy with sailors hanging over the side still
painting! You can just see the head of Princess Diana
on board the Royal Yacht pictured above.
Patrol and Royal escort complete we headed for Corfu
for a welcome break before heading to Plymouth. It
was now August and peak holiday season and another
opportunity to relax for a few days with no ceremony.
However, a couple of mornings into our visit, tragedy

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
once more struck. After a night out, the Chief
Electrician had a heart attack whilst in the confines of
a toilet cubicle. When the door was eventually broken
down it was too late to save him. Minerva had been
just 10 days from home where a wife and two small
children awaited him. It was a total shock for the close
knit crew and it was a solemn Minerva returning to
home port in late August. Personally, it had been a
successful deployment. I had managed all aspects of
the Communications Department well, with
communication links being available throughout and
no deficiencies.
Outstanding leave took us into autumn, and I was due
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to leave Minerva in December after over 2 years
onboard. Minerva was due to go into a lengthy
maintenance period around Easter 1982, and I was
asked to remain for a few more months. However, it
was a long journey home from Plymouth to Essex,
especially just for weekends, and besides that the
security agency had spent months completing
extensive vetting checks on me and my family to
enable me to take up a new post as Watch Supervisor
at CTF 345 - the Top Secret HQ from where the
Polaris, nuclear and conventional submarines were
controlled.
David Lovatt

A Blast From The Past
Can you Help?
The photograph is of a group of
people standing outside Apedale
Hall Alsagers Bank and must be
from the early 1900s.
The photograph was passed
onto the magazine recently and
came from a member of the
family of Frank Hopwood of
Wood Lane. Frank as a young
man was at the time the Apedale
Hall’s dog handler.
If anyone has any information
about the photograph we would
love to hear from you, please
contact the editor.

We are Spokes Bikeshop LTD located in Silverdale.
We cater for all things pedal powered.
Open Mon - Fri 9am- 6pm
Sat 9am - 2pm
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2016 New Beginnings
Halmer End Institute

What a challenging year for the board of directors was
2016, from inheriting a virtually bankrupt company to
a thriving hub for the community with a healthy bank
balance
Thanks to our sponsors, Alsager Precision for their
immediate input of cash to help us get afloat. The User
Groups that have stayed with us through thick and
thin, donations from Harp of Gold, June Ward, and
Councillor Beech who has been exceptionally helpful
financially. These people and more have seen the
work ethic to promote the project and have given us
wonderful support.
It’s been a challenge, but an enjoyable one, giving
the group something to work to.
One the most important things is to see the village
all in the Institute rallying around the Open Days ,
chatting and once more creating a community, a new
community echoing bye gone times. We the board
will capitalise on this in 2017 offering lunch for the
senior citizens of Halmer End as well as days out in
the old Charabanc, all on the Institute.
Of course one of our most popular events was the
Beer Festival, a great success ,instigated by Councillor
Frankish Avril’s husband Steve, Phil Mason and Jane
Eardley, once again supported by the Friends of
Halmer End Stute, a wonderful three day event
enjoyed by everyone, great food and some really nice
beers, and of course raising a bob or two for the cause.
The Prince’s Trust came to help in the summer and
gave the place a lick of paint and help improve the
access points, which was a great help, all for free too.
Great team of volunteers.
Later in the year we celebrated Halloween for the
children. They had a wonderful time with all sorts of
treats organised by Donna Savigar, Julie Gordie, and
friends .
The girls once again turned on their magic by
creating a Christmas Market on the 10th December,
yours truly as Santa, and a cast of 10 elves, plus 40 very
excited children and a couple frightened ones all to see
Santa, a fantastic time was had by all seeing Santa
greeting his Elves after a long flight in from Lapland.

Christmas lunch was arranged once again by Donna
and Julie, 13 visitors sat down to a traditional
Christmas Lunch which was beautiful, followed by
Christmas Pudding, and coffee with Tia Maria, very
nice, created by Dayna our drinks expert.
Pictured below is John Preston and his wife enjoying
a Coffee at the Christmas Lunch.

Finally our latest news is that our latest application for
a lottery grant has been accepted for a sum of £10,000,
this will help us to accommodate disabled users to
come to our facility in comfort, also some of the spend
will be to repair some of the brickwork and paths.
Mike Joynson

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Things You May Not Know?

Do you know? An article submitted
by Tom Wilkes of Audley.
What Sick Building Syndrome is?
Q. What is it and does it affect me?
A. It is something that can have a
big impact on day to day health.
Including yours and not many
people are aware of what it is and
how it affects them.
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scale; including bioreactors, whereas in residence and
offices, the methods are far smaller, e.g. potted plants.
Both of these methods rely heavily on effective
enzymatic process of microorganisms. In bioreactors,
biofilms are set up and the polluted air is bubbled
through the liquid the microbes are grown in before
being broken down by the organisms themselves. In a
house or office potted plants breakdown the gases
present both themselves and through the microbes that
are found in potted soil.
Q. What can I do?
A. Buy an indoor potted plant, like a spider plant
- Chlorophytumcomosum, and keep in the room
you spend most of your time.

Q. How would I know?
A. The symptoms range from nausea
and headaches to irritated eyes and throat and these can Q. Are other plants useful too?
get worse as time passes. These symptoms overlap with A. This is an area that is currently being looked into, but
other illnesses, so don’t jump to conclusions.
plants such as English ivy, Peace lily and Red-edged
dracaena have also been able to show that they too
Q. But those symptoms can be caused by all sorts
reduce VOC levels in a localised atmosphere.
of things. Where does Sick Building Syndrome
come in?
Q. If I am getting Sick Building Syndrome from my
A. The level of indoor gases known as Volatile Organic
workplace what do I do?
Compounds (VOCs) has been associated with Sick
A. Before visiting your GP, you could try the following;
Building Syndrome (SBS). In industrial buildings and
• Open windows and increase overall air circulation
factories these gas levels are often a lot higher than you
• Remove yourself from indoors – a 20 minute walk
would find in a normal home.
has been shown to reduce SBS in people living or
working in affected environments
Q. So is my house or office safe?
• Speak to your supervisor and show them this
A. It’s safer in regards to VOCs than factories. However,
article. If they or you want more technical
the materials that are manufactured within industry are
information a paper on the subject is available
made with many different chemicals and some of the
from Tom Wilkes MSci
compounds get trapped inside the materials. These
materials are then used to make your furniture, carpets Q. So that’s why sport, gardening, walks in our
etc. Over time, the gases ‘leak’ into the air of your
village and surrounding paths have always made
home. We use these products such as paint (like
people feel better!
acetone ad ethylacetate), foam and wooden furniture, as A. One of the reasons, but it has been shown that
well as a compound call benzene that is in high levels in regular exercise could potentially reduce your risk
tobacco smoke.
of Alzheimer’s disease and other neurodegenerative
diseases.
Q. How do I deal with it?
This, however, is still being investigated in more detail.
A. The methods used to remove and limit the amounts
of gases and pollutants in the air vary depending on the
There’s nothing new under the sun!
amounts. If in industry, the methods are more large
Tom Wilkes
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whats on in the parish

HALMER END INSTITUTE
MONTHLY CALENDAR FOR 2017

MONDAY

Little Learners

Development
Physical Creative Sensory & Social
am
For Babies & Toddlers 9.30am to 11.30
Contact Kate 07894088952
*****************

INDOOR & OUTDOOR Bowling
med

welco
1.30pm to 3.30pm - New members
Contact Linda 07986860400
*****************
al Meetings 5.30pm to 7pm
Soci
Craft &
Contact Donna on 07495097032
ble
All are welcome. Refreshments availa

WEDNESDAY

Tai-Chi & Chi Fit

10am to 11.30am
Contact Heather
07773398067 or Heather@HTMUK.com
*****************
Image Dance - Dance Fit 7pm to 8pm
Contact Nicci - 07967779232
New members welcomed

FRIDAY

WEIGHT WATCHERS
10am to 11am
Contact Olivia 07531507855

SUNDAY

Football - Westpoint F.C. 11am
For information contact: Gemma Ward
758681
07748838486 or David Allen 07851
Breakfast in Minnie’s Tea Room

FORTHCOMING EVENT

Saturday 1st April Rock & Roll Evening
Contact Donna 07495097032
For more information.

TUESDAY

BEE FIT 7-45pm to 8-30pm
Contact KATE - 078940
889

THURSDAY
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Minnie’s Stay & Play

9.30am till 11.30am
Opening 2nd March 2017
Ages 0-5 accompanied by parent
£1.50 first child additional children 50p each
Contact Emma Brayford 07493773419
**************

INDOOR & OUTDOOR BOWLING

1.30pm to 3.30pm - New members welcomed
Contact Linda 07986860400
**************
PIYO FITNESS 6.30pm to 7.30pm
Contact Nicci 07967779232

SATURDAY

FOOTBALL Lads & Dads - Audley Aces
10am - Contact Kevin - 07958406944
Breakfast in Minnie’s Tea Room
**************

DANCE CARINO

Children’s Dance Class 11am to 12noon
Contact Rachel Finney - 07857857622

Minnie’s Tea Room

Seasonal Opening
Contact Donna 07495097032
Home cooked food with unlimited
Tea or Coffee
Food available to Eat In or Takeaway

Halmer End Institute
FOR HIRE - Parties - Meetings & Special Occasions

For more information please contact Mike Joynson on - 07769194406
Email - mike.joynson@gmail.com
Facebook pages Minnie’s Tea Room and Friends of Halmer End Stute

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

HORSLEYS
H O RT I C U LT U R A L & D O M E S T I C H A R D WA R E

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED UNDER
ONE ROOF
DIY TOOLS & SUPPLIES
SAND | CEMENT | PLASTER
WOOD | GLASS | PAINT
GARDEN TOOLS

39

adverts

Potteries Building
Supplies
CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
LOCAL
RAILWAY Sleepers
DELIVERY
Roofing Drainage
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

LOGS,
COAL &
STICKS
FOR SALE

BULBS | SEEDS | FERTILISERS
HORSE & DOG FEED

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
63 CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY. TEL: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.
We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

BLE
teS AVAILA
t
e
r
a
ig
C
ic
Electron
Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per night /
20 new releases every month. Need to send
a fax or have something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floors”

Alex Mayer
Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Choose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 07989 567227
Brochures & Samples available
84 Stephens Way Bignall End Sot ST7 8NL
Email: axelmayer@btinternet.com
www.creativefloortiling.co.uk

william

r i ley

& so n s lt d.

Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants

ED
SE

LE
YS

TU
IX
M

ES

R

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

RI

GRAB
HIRE NOW
AVAILABLE

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
Tel. 01782 561854 www.potterieswaste.co.uk

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm
Saturday 9am to 12.30pm.
Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
email: sales@williamrileys.co.uk

