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Quaint View from the past. 
Can you name where this photograph was taken.  It was not in the parish, but not far from the parish.   
This photograph was taken many years ago, of the early bus transport which travelled around the parish.              

Answer on page 27  

                                                                                                                                                        
Dear Readers, 
Welcome to the first edition of  2005. 

Hope everyone has had a good Christmas and you've all had a good start to the New Year.  As the editor of 
the newsletter, I do hope that you all continue to contribute to the newsletter and continue to enjoy this New 
Year’s issues.  Over the Christmas period I have been contacted by a number of readers and would like to 
thank them for their kind comments about the newsletter.  The donations which we have received have been 
very generous and I once again, would like to thank everyone.  We at the newsletter hope to continue to  
produce a magazine which will be of interest to everyone, this is why your input would be of great help. 
We require your stories whatever they may be, gardening tips, household tips, any general information 
would be most welcome.  This year we will try once again to get the children from around the parish to 
have an input, so I appeal to them to contact me. 
No matter how small the information, I’m sure there is someone out there who would love to read about it. 
On New Years Eve, I bumped into a lady who I had not seen for about 30 odd years, I couldn't believe it 
was that long ago.  She reminded me of my early youth in the village and the very good times I used to 
have.  Her name was Pat (nee Condliffe) , who lived in Ravens Lane Bignall End, she has lived in South 
Africa for many years with her husband and family.  Pat was very complimentary about the Audley  
Community News, as her Mum sends a copy to South Africa, each time they are printed.  Pat said that she 
loved to read the stories from the past and enjoys receiving  the newsletter.  It’s nice to know that we are 
read world wide. 
I still make an appeal for people to come and join the news team.  I have been most grateful to the ones 
who joined us last year and  appreciate all of their help. 
Well that’s all for now, so just read on and we hope you enjoy the newsletter.  

Editor Ernie. 
 

South East Asia Flood Disaster 
 

Audley Rotary Club, co-ordinated two ‘Bring & Buy’ sales in the parish, in aid of the terrible disaster that 
has struck so many people out in Asia.  They held the ‘Bring & Buys’ on Monday the 3rd January 2005 at  
St James’ Church Hall Audley & the Methodist Chapel at Halmer End,.  What a fantastic effort by the  
people of the parish, in helping to raise over £6,000 which will be passed on to the disaster funds.   



 

Audley & District Family History Society 
 
Audley Church Clock 
 
 

Have you ever wondered how old the church clock                                          
is or how we came to have one at all? 
 
Three plaques inside St.James’ Church in Audley  
tell the story.  The first reads: 
 

The bells in this tower were turned and rehung and the  
clock with chimes erected at a cost of £250, raised by public  
subscription in commemoration of : 
Her Majesty Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee in the year 1897 AD. 
 

The second one reads: 
 

Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee Ladies Memorial Dial.  The dial on the south side of this tower was 
placed there at the same time as the clock was erected at a cost of £15.  Subscriptions for the same were 
obtained by the following ladies: 
Mariann Litchfield, Annie Burgess, Hannah Barlow, Hannah White, Mary Hilditch. 
 

And the third one reads: 
 

“ The clock dial on the north side of the tower was presented as a thank-offering to Almighty God by 
Mr.George Booth of Castle Hill Farm who for 30 years was vicar’s warden Christmas 1897.” 
 

Castle Hill Farmhouse is now the Audley Adult Centre.  The bells inside the tower numbered six in 
1897.  Three were dated 1697 and the others 1730, 1757 and 1828.  Smith’s of Derby installed the clock 
and on the 8thDecember 1897 the school closed for the day to allow pupils and staff to attend a Festive 
Day in Audley village.  From that day to the present, except for the odd breakdowns, repairs, or  delays 
in re-setting, the clock has provided villagers with the time and chimes every quarter of an hour 24 
hours a day (much to the annoyance of some, including a former vicar!) 
        Clive Millington 
 

The society is currently trying to obtain the following Audley Parish Magazines to complete a collection. 
Can you help? 
 

1934 June/ July/ August 
1937 May 
1939 April 
1941 February 
1966 March / April 
1971 June / July, August / September 
1972 January / February, March / April 
1979 January / February 
1983 May / June 
Any copies after (August 1983) 
The magazines are required for copying, but if an item is no longer required by the owner, then it would 
be gratefully accepted by the society and added to the collection.  Please contact the Newsletter editor or 
the Society if you can help. 

 

Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome. 
 

Research 2-4pm. on Wed. 2nd March / Wed. 6th April / Wed. 4th May 
 

Research 7-9pm. on Fri. 1st April. Talk 7.30-9pm. on Fri. 4th March (A History of Silverdale) 
Talk 7.30-9pm on Fri. 6th May.       
All enquiries tel. 01782 720495 



Early Dual Purpose Vehicle From The Parish 
 

Photograph above shows that dual purpose vehicles have been with us for many years.  Here we see a group 
of passengers waiting to be taken on a weekend outing, in Mr Frank Proctors transport coach. 
The difference with this coach was that during the weekdays he would lower the top section and then use the 
vehicle as a coal delivery wagon around the parish.  Just a brush down with a bucket of water and the top up 
is all they had to do.  I do think this is a great photograph.  If you have any information contact the editor. 

Can you imagine present day passengers agreeing to this?  No chance.   

Dear Editor, 
                     As an exile (but only just).  I was delighted when my brother, Sam, and his wife Eileen paid us a 
flying visit.  They brought with them a copy of your magazine (issue 6), what a treat, I think it was brilliant.  
Earlier this year I met you outside what used to be Doug Bank’s butchers shop in Bignall End, near Londis.  
I was going to the dentist’s at the time, a far cry from those visits of yesteryears at Ravens Lane School.  Yes I 
remember those days so well, (see childhood memories issue 6).  When we met you told me that you produced 
a newsletter, but I never imagined it to be so grand.  It’s a credit to you and to the people who help you.  The 
letter from Monica Condliffe, Nee Bourne, was very interesting as I with my wife Beryl bought that house 
along (The Level) from her parents, in 1958 and in 1964 we bought a small milk round.  We gradually built it 
up into a very good business, the next ten years were the most enjoyable of my working life.  Unfortunately I 
had an accident, which forced me to sell my business to David Maddock.  
As a lad I lived at No 5 Mellard Street and delivered papers for Reg Heath, then later (for an extra shilling a 
week) I delivered groceries on a bike for Alf Wright.  My older brother Dave worked for Paddy Proctor 
delivering bread.  I also remember, too well sometimes, schoolteachers Hanna Brassington, Jimmy “Grub” 
Lucas, Miss Warburton and Headmaster Mr Barber.  In those days Sgt: Hawksworth the local bobby would 
move us on from outside Fryers Chip shop, into which Dr Ferrington moved  from Bridge House.  This was 
also mentioned in issue 6.  At this time Dr Jervis had a surgery in the big house at the top of Hougher Wall, 
opposite Proctors Bakery. 
In a cottage at the top of Chester Road, lived a Mrs Hogarth and opposite was a cobblers.   
Between the Chapel at the end of Primrose Villa and Mrs Hogarth’s cottage were fields belonging to Mr Joe 
Booth who also had a milk round.  Mr Booth used to graze his horses on the fields, I remember when they 
started to build the estate, a large hole was dug to make a lime pit.  But unfortunately one of Mr Booths horses 
fell into it and burnt all its hair off ! 

Well that’s enough for this time.  Keep up the excellent work. 
Stan Stubbs, Clare Avenue Porthill        



Readers Letters 
Dear Editor, 
                  Please find enclosed a poem that you may 
use in your newsletter.  I never liked poetry at school,  
but one day the first line came into my mind so I wrote  
it down and the rest just flowed.  I have sent a copy to 
one of the magazines who have replied, but it has not 
been mentioned up to now. 
I do receive your newsletter, by your subscription  
service.  I took the liberty of reading Barbara Jones’s 
Things I Wish I’d known Sooner!  at two of our 
friendly club meetings. this was enjoyed by all of us. 
Thank you once again for a very entertaining 
magazine. 

Yours sincerely 
Edda B Longton.      

School Memories 
   Dear editor, 
                       After reading your last issue, 

which included School Memories, this brought back  my  
memories of the school dentist, Dr Bunch. 
I remember Dr Bunch in the mid 1940s and even then  
he was dreaded by everyone.  He was a very large chap, 
but as a child at school most adults looked large. 
50 years later, whilst I was delivering meals on wheels,  
I came across the name of Mr Bunch on my delivery 
sheet. 
I took the meal to this house and yes to my surprise it  
was the same Dr Bunch the dentist.  He was now getting 
very elderly, having to walk with the aid of sticks and 
looked quite small in appearance.  I stopped to have a 
chat with him for quite a while and he was pleased to 
know that I had still got four fillings which he had  
repaired  all those years ago. 
School Meals. 
All school meals were cooked at Halmer End school, 
then they were delivered to all the schools around the  
parish.  The lady in charge was Mrs Bailey, her  
chocolate crunch and custard  was to die for.        
                                          John Brayford.    

 

Dear Editor, 
             First I would like to say how much we enjoy and 
look forward to every issue of your magazine. 
My name is Pam Stevenson nee (Rhodes), I live in Poole 
Dorset.  I was born at No3, High St Wood Lane.  After the 
war we moved to Vernon Avenue Audley, aged 2-3.   
 

My school days started at Audley Infants, the teachers were 
Miss Billington, Miss Cornes and Miss Edwards.    

I then move on to Ravens Lane Junior school, with teachers, 
Mrs Hodgkinson, Miss Brassington, Miss Warburton and 
Mr Hodgkinson. 
 

My final days of schooling were at Halmer End School and 
what a fantastic time of my life this was. 
Mrs Heath, Miss Mottram, Mr Taylor, Mr Price and Mr 
Shaw were  teachers at this time.  My time at Halmer End 
School was a really great time and I can honestly say that I 
enjoyed every moment I spent there. 
I wonder if anyone can remember the operetta we did, under 
the direction of Mr Price and Miss Shemilt.  I then left 
school at Easter 1959. 
 

I have downloaded some of your earlier issues off the  
internet, but find the paper back copies better value. 
Looking through one of the early issues, I read with great 
interest your account of Good Fridays you had spent in 
Mill Dale.  These memories came flooding back, as I have 
thought many times about those idyllic times we use to have 
there All for Free.   
I also remember every October, I used to go Potato   
picking, being the eldest of eight, this enabled me to buy 
Mum and Dad a lovely Christmas present. 
I wonder if anyone can remember the farm that we used? 
They had two cart horses, named, ‘Jewel & Flowers’, I 
would love to know. 
 

I also attended the Methodist Chapel in Church Street 
Audley, we would always look forward to Charity Days, 
when we would walk through Audley, Bignall End and 
Boon Hill.  We would be accompanied by the brass-band, 
then sing on the stage in the afternoon and evening.  My 
Grandad John (Jack) Rhodes used to be an organist in the 
chapel.   
I left the village in 1966, two years after I married in 
Audley Church, to move to Scotland, with my husband.   
I remember the last person who I spoke to in the village was 
Tom, who used to deliver the groceries with Ralph, for  
Baggelys shop.  I have often wondered what ever happened 
to them. 
I now work part-time in a photo-shop in Poole, where one 
of the customers is trying to trace her family tree and guess 
what?  Her mothers side of the family originates from Keele 
and Alsager.  She is having problems finding a lead and  
wonders if anyone can help.  I have enclosed two  
photocopies of her family, could you help.  
      

Well that’s all for this time.  Keep up the good work and 
best wishes to you all.   
 

Pam Stevenson. 
 

Photograph is on page 25 

 Dear news team, 
                                   I really do enjoy reading your 
newsletter, especially the old memories.  These bring 
back memories of lots of great times I had as a young 
lad living in and around the parish.  We as kids in the 
fifties and sixties, had very little money to spend, so in 
the school holidays we would make up groups and be 
off potato picking just to make a few bob.  We would 
have to walk as far as Betley to find work, then work 
in the fields from 9am to 4 pm picking spuds.  You 
would then have to walk back home to the village and 
you would always bring some spuds home in a bag for 
your mum.  That was chips for tea. 
Great times.                           J.M                   



 

Photos From the Past? 
Ravens Lane School Photograph.   Do you remember this event, sometime in the mid 1940’s.  

What is the event and were you part of the production? 

Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
For all Breeds 

Bathed – Clipped – Nail Etc. 
 

Call Sheila Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  

What a Picture 
Local Opera singer Denise Leigh.         

It has been reported in the press and on the radio that 
our local voice from the angels has been approached, 
with reference to a film about her life being made. 
To be proud is an understatement, as local girl makes 
good.  
Denise, who became the winner of ‘Operatunity’ on 
channel 4 television, has now become a recognised star 
of the operatic scene, has also had CD produced and are 
well worth a listen.    
Denise has also taken up the challenge of charitable  
work. 
Good luck and best wishes from the newsletter. 

Dean Hollow Audley 
 

The newsletter has received a request from Marie Cliff . 
Has anyone got any old photographs from the past,   
showing Dean Hollow?  She would be grateful for a 
copy.  We at the newsletter would love photographs 
from any part of the parish, as we get many requests. 
 
Either contact Marie Cliff: 01782 720098 or the Editor. 



Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
 

When caring & understanding is most needed  

The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

As always, December 2004 and early January 2005 was a busy time for the Rotary Club. 
 

December brought our Santa collections and, yet again, the weather was fairly kind to our collectors.  Our 
thanks go out to all of the people who helped with the collections; not just Rotarians but Rotarian’s partners 
and other members of the community.  Of course, particular thanks must go to everyone in the villages who 
donated, making a wonderful total of £4,200.  The money will be used to fund various projects locally,  
nationally and internationally. 
 

December also saw the Rotary Commemorative Tree of Light. Donations totalled £600 and this will be 
presented to the Donna Louise Trust.  Again, a big ‘thank-you’ for everyone who took part and special thanks 
to the Audley Community News who circulated donation forms with their newsletter. 
 

But, of course, the most impressive event of all were the two Bring and Buy events held at Audley and  
Halmer End on the New Year Bank Holiday, in aid of the Asian Tsunami appeal.  Whilst the Rotary Club  
initiated the events, many people from the community helped to make it all happen.  In the end, we raised 
an astonishing £6,500!  The whole of the community can be justifiably proud of themselves.  Yet again, 
your generosity has overwhelmed us.  The amount of £6,500 was made up as follows: £3,440 from the 
Audley Bring & Buy & donations, £2,442 from the Halmer End Bring & Buy & donations, £300 from 
 customers of The Butcher’s Arms & £318 from customers of “The Black’s Head” in Stoke.  All of the  
unsold clothes have been sent to the International Aid Trust, to be sent to the region.  It was decided that 
the money would be split as follows:  £3,000 to the DEC appeal fund, £3,000 for aqua boxes (for water  
purification) and shelter boxes and £500 to the International Aid Trust to help with transportation. 
 

In the immediate future, we will be holding our annual Go-Karting event in February.  This is a great night of 
fun, where we have teams of 6 competing in an endurance race.  As well as a great time, it raises funds for 
charitable donations.  So, if anyone would like to enter a team, or if you would like to know more about  
Rotary, please contact any of the people below. 
Neil Ginnis 
Rotary Contacts:    Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782 721483. neilginnis@audley.net) 
                                        Secretary:  Ken Jones (01782 720352. kenjones@audley.net) 

Condolences:      Barbara Warham 
 

As editor of the newsletter, I would like to pass on 
our condolences to the family of Mrs Barbara Warham, 
(nee Harrison) who sadly passed away in Looe, Cornwall, 
in January 2005. 
Mrs Warham lived in the parish for many years, living in 
Albert Street Bignall End, where she and her family once 
had a small grocers & sweet shop.  Mrs Warham was the 
wife of Harold Warham, who was the brother of Jack, who 
often contributes information to the newsletter.   
Editor: 

Sad Loss:               WILLIAM RIGBY 
 

On the 6th of January 2005, William (Bill) Rigby sadly 
passed away, aged 91 years, at his home in  Huddersfield.  
Mr Rigby was once the former owner of Kent Hill Garage, 
Nantwich Road and was also a former local councillor.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to pass on my  
condolences to all of his family and friends.  Mr Rigby was 
my former employer and one of the best I had ever worked 
for. 
Editor      

 

PEAPODS Winner issue 7 
Mrs Ellis Newcastle. 
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Nature’s Way 

 

Mother nature wears her newest gown 
Lawns not yet scorched or turning brown 

Shrubs in full flower, trees leafy green 
When not long since nought could be seen 

Now fledglings from their nests emerge 
To crave more food and parents purge. 
They’ve much to learn and much to fear 

So many dangers lurking near. 
 

I want to warn them, please take care  
A water butt’s uncovered there 

And in the days that come to pass 
Avoid the pane’s of greenhouse glass. 
Heed Crow and Magpie as they wait 

Small birds’ broods to devastate. 
They take the banquets to their own 

Young hungry chicks not yet full grown 
When intolerant of these thieves of prey 

I must accept it’s nature’s way. 
 

Cries ring to sound alarm 
Marauding cat is sure to harm 

Please fledgling grasp the learning curve 
Spare my grief and thus preserve 
Your tender life which by a thread 

Is hanging close to all I dread. 
Then lightning quick in silent flight 
A Hawk explodes upon the scene 

Unwary victim to pick clean 
Yet I’m tolerant of this bird of prey 

I just accept it’s natures way. 
 

Derrick Bate 

 
Beware of the Dog       

 
‘Beware of the dog’ it warned on the gate 

I thought should I go in, go home or just wait. 
I decided the latter and stood for a while 
Prepared to take off and run for a mile. 

I listened intently the way people do 
For a tell tale bark or some sort of clue 
Of what to expect should I venture in. 

My thoughts all confused, my head in a spin. 
 

Then I became certain of nothing to fear 
No need to panic or cause foe diarrhoea 
I knew in my mind it was all just a con 

A fierce brute once lived there but since was long gone. 
There now was a Poodle or mongrel of sorts 
I’d lots of good reasons for positive thoughts 

Like a Sheltie or Westie awaiting a friend 
To throw out a stick or an itch to attend. 

 

So I made my way towards the main door 
Looking around until on the floor 

I spied a ’whoopsi’ the size of a log 
And knew in an instant this was ’Some Dog’ 
All trace of colour just drained from my face 

I wished I was elsewhere any safe place. 
I wondered if need be could I climb trees? 

But was losing my strength going weak at the knees. 
 

Then I saw hanging, links of thick chains 
And a bowl full of bones.  Where they human remains? 

My stomach churned over, the door opened wide 
And I dreaded to think of what was inside 
But then like a sprinter off from the gun 

It raced out to meet me.  My life was now done. 
Its heavy paws hit me full in the chest 
Claws through my shirt into my vest. 

 

My eyes tightly shut I literally froze 
When a big tongue  and mouth wrapped round my nose 

‘Get down you big softie’ came a sweet sound 
As stumbling ungainly I fell to the ground 

I took both my hands to the Rottweiler’s head 
So solid, so strong, extremely well feed 
I felt much relieved despite the wet snog 

And vowed I’d forever ‘Beware of the Dog’. 
 Derrick Bate. 

 

Appeal for Information. 
 

The newsletter has been contacted to appeal for any information  regarding the Diglake Disaster of 1895.  
Any information would be welcome, also photographs.   
The second appeal is for information concerning the Sproston, Sproson families, who live or lived in and 
around the parish.  Both appeals have come from a Mrs Susan Bradley (Nee Sproston), whose family lived 
in Butt Lane.  Most of the men in their family were miners.  
Any information can be sent to the newsletter and we will pass it on to Mrs Bradley or you can Email: 

SuePRP@aol.com 

Just a smile 
 

Waiter, my plate’s all wet! 
 

That’s not wet, sir-that’s your soup. 
 

Waiter, this egg tastes rather strong. 
 

Never mind, sir, the tea’s nice and weak. 
 

Overweight is something that just sorts of 
‘snacks’ up on you. 

 



Welcome to Bignall End Audley 
Pit Wheel Siting. 

 

As you travel down Bignall Hill towards Bignall End you can’t fail to notice the Pit Wheel which has been  
sited.  Why is it there?  Who put it there? 
 

Malcolm Sturge of JK Sturge Transport, a local company, approached Bignall End Community Project 
(Bignall End In Bloom) to see if they could make use of a small pit wheel.  Of course we could!  But where?  
And how?  
While we were debating, JK Sturge stored our wheel at their premises at Old Shelton Iron & Steel Works. 
The steelworks eventually closed down.  JK Sturge, not forgetting the wheel, kindly moved it to the Apedale 
Heritage Centre, with whom Bignall End Community Project had previous dealings when they obtained the 
Pit Truck, now standing on the Marion Platt Way Site in Bignall End.  
We were still confident that we would be able to incorporate the wheel into our village plans to continue our 
heritage theme.  After we had seen the size of the wheel, we quickly realised the enormity not only of the wheel 
but the task we were proposing. 
We had always considered that it should mark the entrance to our village and discussed plans amongst  
ourselves of the possibility of siting it.  We decided the place was a position somewhere in the region where it 
now stands.  As we are a small group of volunteers, it was becoming clear that with limited resources, it was 
going to be impossible to fulfil our ambitious plans, with this generous gift. 
 

A meeting was called by Newcastle Borough Council, to explain their plans, for the next few years to address 
the issue of traffic calming in the area.  One of these proposals was to reduce the traffic speed  down Bignall 
Hill to a 30 MPH limit  at the entrance of Bignall End village.  It was also intended to replace and resite the 
old Bignall End sign.  It was said, that they would like to add some kind of feature, this we saw as an ideal 
opportunity to offer our wheel to the Council, to mark the entrance of the village.  They were anxious to  
accept, but they also had limited funding.  However, we were directed to the Heritage Trust who were offering 
grants for these types of projects.  Councillor Dilys Cornes, guided us successfully in obtaining a grant for a  
substantial  amount of the costs plus a further grant from the Borough Council.  This left our group to match 
fund to include our labour, plants and a seat.  
 

Our group had meetings with the Highways Department, representatives of the council architects, who  
allowed the bench seat donated by Bignall End Community Project, to be sited to give the best views over 
Cheshire. 
Once all the technical work had been completed, we then took on the task of introducing summer bedding for 
colour.  Audley Builders kindly donated slate chippings and we have introduced more permanent planting 
around the base of the wheel.  The flowers have now been replaced by winter bedding and hopefully in the 
spring we shall benefit from the bulbs now planted. 
 

Our Wheel now stands proudly as a permanent monument to celebrate the lives of those who lived and worked 
in the Bignall End mining community.   
This is also a reminder that had it not been for the 
mining industry, our village would never have  
developed as a community. 
    
    
 D Bourne (Chairman)  

Bignall End Community Project   
 

Bignall End Community Project group, are always 
looking for new volunteers to help and are always 
most grateful for any kind donations so that our work 
may continue. 
 
For further details please contact the above name at: 
 
Tel: 07946734008 

 



School Day Memories 
Chocolate Crunch 

 
Ingredients. 

 

½ lb or 250 grams of Self Raising Flour 
6 oz or 175 grams Margarine 
4 oz or 125 grams Sugar 
1 Tablespoon of Syrup 
¾ oz or 20 grams  Cocoa 
1¾ oz or 50 grams Dried Milk 
Few drops Vanilla Essence 
 

Cream margarine & sugar, then add all of  the 
other ingredients to make up into a dough. 
Grease a cake tray and press in dough. 
 

Bake for 15 mins, Gas Mark 2 or Electric 300 F.  
 

Recipe sent in by: 
Mrs Lovels. 

Food For Thought 

 
Oatcakes  

 
 

¾ lb or 375 Grams of self raising flour  
8 oz or 250 Grams of fine Oatmeal 
1½ Pints-Half water half Milk 
 

Mix all ingredients to a smooth consistency 
and leave over night.  Grease and heat a frying 
pan.  Keep mixture well stirred when about to 
use.  Put 2 tablespoons of the mixture into the 
pan, when it has turned brown, take a spatula 
and turn over to cook other side.  For best  
results cook  using a low heat.   

Grandma’s Apple Chutney 
 

3 lb or 1kg 375 grams of sliced apples. 
1½ lb or 750 grams chopped onions. 
1 ½ Pints of vinegar 
1 oz or 25 grams of mustard seeds 
1 oz or 25 grams of ginger 
1 oz or 25 grams sultanas  
 

Take sliced apples & chopped onions, boil together in 
the vinegar until they are soft.  Put through a sieve, 
then add the mustard seeds, ginger and sultanas.  
Stand for 1 week, giving a stir every day, then bottle  
in jars with sealed lids.   Recipe sent in by Mrs Chell. 

Tips from the kitchen. 
Lemons: 
Whole lemons will keep for weeks if you store them in 
egg cartons in the fridge.  It appears that the less air 
that circulates around the lemons the longer they 
keep. 
If you require just a small amount of juice from a 
lemon, pierce with a wooden cocktail stick, squeeze 
out what you need, then plug the hole by leaving the  
cocktail stick inside the lemon.  By excluding air from 
entering the lemon, you’ll be able to store it for some 
time.  
 

Audley Health Centre 
Opening Times 

 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

              Wednesday 8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

                 Thursday 8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday   8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  721345 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782)  720201) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

 

Easter Biscuits 
 

Ingredients: 
 4 oz/125g Butter, 4ozs/125g Caster Sugar,  
1 Egg, 8ozs/225g Mixed Spices, 3ozs/90g Currants.  
 

Method: 
 

1. Preheat oven to 180C,350F or Gas Mark 4. 
2. Cream butter and sugar together until light in  
    colour. 
3. Beat the egg, then add a little at a time to the butter 
   and sugar mixture. 
4. Sift together the flour and then spice then fold  
    gently into the mixture. 
5. Stir in the dried fruit and knead until the mixture is 
    smooth. 
6. Roll out on a floured surface to approx, 1/4in or  
    6mm thick. 
7.Cut either into rounds, or shapes with special cutters 
   (e.g. Rabbits or Chickens). 
8. Place onto a well greased baking tray, in the centre 
   of the oven for 15 to 20 minutes until golden brown. 
9. Biscuits when cold can be decorated, or sprinkled 
    with caster sugar. 
 

Sue Wykes 



Not sure what course you want to do or what is available to you 
locally? 

Contact your local representative for Newcastle-under-Lyme College: 
 

CLAIRE ALBRIGHTON 
AT AUDLEY LIBRARY 

ON MONDAY’S  
3:00pm – 5:00pm 

Or  
Telephone 01782 296628 - Monday’s after 5pm 

 

Leisure and learning available in Audley/Halmer End Area 
 

Badminton, Word Processing, Keep Fit to Pop, Salsa, Woodwork/Turning, Dressmaking and Soft Furnishings, 
For more information or course enquiries please telephone Claire Albrighton 01782 296628. 
 

Courses available at Wood Lane Community Centre 
 

Creative Crafts/Interior Décor, Word Processing, Italian for Holidays, Painting for Pleasure, Upholstery and 
Yoga. Please contact Lin Washington on 01782 723389 for further information or the Adult and Community 
Learning team on 01782 254211. 
 

What courses or classes would you like to see in your area? 
 

We are interested in providing learning activities to suit the needs of your community. 
To have your say and receive a free course voucher, please send information as shown below, either by Post , 
Telephone or Email to Claire Albrighton, Adult and Community Learning, Newcastle under Lyme College,  
Liverpool Road, Newcastle, ST5 2DF. Tel: 01782 296628  -  Email to claire.albrighton@nulc.ac.uk 
 

Name …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Telephone Number …………………………………………………………………….. 
 

Proposed course/class….... …………………………………………………………….. 

 

Childhood Memories 
Who can remember the games which we played many years ago, which  entertained us for hours and hours.  Tops and whips, 
bowlers, the wooden or metal ring we use to bowl around for hours.  Skipping on your own or in groups till your arms or legs gave 
way.  Hopscotch and ball games were the summer pastime.  You would see the hopscotch marked out on all the available  
pavements in chalk mainly for the girls, but many boys also took part.  Boys however would heel out a ‘nunc’ to play ‘stonts’ or its 
correct name marbles, or they would mark out a circle and with the bigger marbles they would play the game of Rinkers.  Conkers 
were also a favourite pastime always in the Autumn when the trees were full.  Attaching one to a piece of cord then taking turns to 
hit one another's conker until either one was split or completely destroyed .   
I remember playing for hours with kites we made from paper, pieces of twig and string .  We would fly them either from the top of the 
‘Corper’ bank or run up and down the Halmer End school fields, until we had no  energy left to run.  I also remember a kind of  
aeroplane, which was attached to a ball of string and its wings rotated as you ran and as you pulled it the wings would rotate to 
make it fly.  This would go so high that it was nearly impossible to see, depending on the amount of cord you had attached to the 
toy.  
To us all this was great fun, as we had very little entertainment other than making our own: Happy days!! 



Free to Walk the Paths of The Parish? 
The newsletter has had an enquiry as to what is happening to the Public Walk Ways in and around the Parish of 
Audley.  It appears that stiles have been broken and not been repaired.  There has appeared a number of obstacles, 
which have been placed as restrictions for walkers.  Out there are walks for the public to enjoy, so come on and 
please send your comments to the newsletter.  We have to remember that just to sit back and do nothing is what some 
people want you to do.  These walks have been fought over for many years, so remember the future  
generation who will still need the opportunity for exercise.  It is also possible to get a map of the area ,which 
shows all the walks of the parish.  This is a request from a person who likes to walk the public footpaths in 
and around the parish.   
Send your comments to: ACN at usual address.             

 

Let Us See The Lights 
Centre of Church Street. 

Don't lets kid ourselves into believing that the traffic problem in our village of Audley will ever go away. 
This is an ongoing problem, caused by, Inconsiderate, Bone Idle, Law breakers. 
We all know who they are, as we see them most days parking on the Zig-Zag lines next to the pedestrian crossings.  They 
also park across the pedestrian crossings, on the double yellow lines, double park in the most dangerous places and 
park when or wherever they wish.  The law means nothing to these pests, as they endanger the lives of the pedestrians 
who are trying to shop in safety and the motorist who is trying to pass safely through the village. 
The number of times I personally have been left stranded in my car, while waiting for pedestrians to cross over the 
crossings, not knowing if or when the other traffic is going to stop, to allow the pedestrians to cross.  This can be a very 
stressful time for drivers and pedestrians as they try to use the village.  It seems that these pests, just park  anywhere, 
even obstructing the view of the pedestrian crossings.  
Do these so called drivers realise, that not only is it an offence to illegally park on the Zig-Zag lines and on the 
pedestrian crossings, but they could also receive a three points penalty on their driving licence and a £60 fine? 
If drivers feel there is not sufficient parking in the village of Audley, then take it up with your local councillor.  
I still personally feel that the pedestrian crossing in Audley , is an accident waiting to happen. 
The only answer to improve the safety, unless of course these pests park somewhere else, would be the  flashing  
pelican crossings, with the controlled lights.  It’s no good saying this after someone has been hurt or even killed, I told 
you so.  It is also easy to hope that this problem will go away, I assure you it won’t go away. 
Who is responsible to make sure the village is a safe place.  Well whoever it is they should come along and see how  
dangerous it is to be in the village.  Then perhaps they may do something about it , before it’s too late.   
I do hope no one gets hurt as I have seen what a traffic accident can do to a person and their family. 
If these pests would park correctly most of the problems would go away, but unfortunately they drive with their heads in 
the clouds not giving a damn for anyone. 
So come on and have a little bit more respect for road safety.  And remember it may be one of your family  
trying to cross the roads of the village.           

  

 
 

 

 

01782 720622 

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot Staffs 

Tuesday Night 
Darts & Pool 

Now Available 
*Bar Meals* 

Ladies Night Thursday 
VHF £1 a Bottle 

Sky *TV* 
 Live Football 
Large Screen 

 *Sue & Martin* 
Welcome you 

*Grays Star Buy’s* 
*Beer & Lager* 
*£1.45* a pint. 

Quality Beers 
Selection of  Wines 
Special Guest Ales 

 ?



www.audley.net 
For events, family  

history,  
Rotary information. 

Also for your very own local  
E-mail address. 

 

TO ADVERTISE 
Call 01782 721565 

Hee-Hee-Hee 
 

Knock, Knock 
Who’s there? 

Osborn! 
Osborn who? 

Osborn to day– it’s my birthday! 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 
 

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS &  FREEZER  
               ORDERS  VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 
 

WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 
 

Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK      

John Jackson 
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

       Audley Community News tries to  
ensure, wherever possible that all the 

information contained in the newsletter 
is accurate.  Due to the amount 

 information received for publication is 
sometimes impossible to clarify for  

accuracy.  Therefore we cannot take any 
responsibility for anyinaccuracies which 
may be found in any: facts, texts, email 

addresses, telephone numbers or  
addresses, which may be  contained in 

the Newsletter. 

One of the first signs of getting old is 
when your head makes dates your body 

can’t keep. 

Local Members  
Initiative Scheme  

 

The Audley Adult Learning Computer Classes would like to thank 
Councillor Edward Boden, the leader of Staffordshire County 
Council, for his assistance in obtaining a grant to cover the cost of 
the broad band service for a twelve months package.   
If you wish to participate in any of these courses please contact 
Claire Albrighton for information on: 

Tel: 01782 296628 

Premier Financial Services 
 

NOW OPEN 
 

FOR ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS   
ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS 

 

Premier Financial Services 
74 Church Street, Audley, Staffordshire, ST7 8DA 

 

Your Home Is At Risk If You Do Not Keep Up Repayment On A 
Mortgage Or Other Loans Secured On It 

 

 

 
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE 

LOCALLY AVAILABLE 
 

Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5:00pm 
Sat 9:00am to 12noon 

 

TEL: 01782 722144 
Email: premierfs@btinternet.com 

Authorised And Regulated By The Financial Services Authority 

P 

LIFE ASSURANCE 
 

INVESTMENTS 
 

SAVINGS 
 

PENSIONS 

& 
MORTGAGES 

 

RE - MORTGAGES 
 

RE - FINANCING 
 

CAR & HOUSING 

 



 

My Dad and best Friend 
 

He wasn’t just my Father, he wasn’t just my Dad, 
          Freddy, was the bestest friend, that I ever had. 

 I lost him early one morning,  
My worstest nightmare come true. 
But the memory I most treasure,  

Is when he said “I love you”.  

Love you always Dad rest in peace.  All my love Your loving Debbie xxxxx.  

Stars In Their Eyes 
In aid of the Audley Residents Association 

 

On the 23rd of December 2004, at the Audley Workingmen's Club, a ‘Stars  
In Their Eyes’, Abba theme concert was held.  They raised £175.00, which 
will be used to help renovate the Wereton Road Park area, for the children 
of Audley.  The organisers would like to thank Audley Workingmen's Club 
for allowing the club to be used and all the artists involved.  This was an  
excellent night of entertainment, with adults and children participating.   
Thanks to everyone.    

CLIC FUND RAISER EVENT 
Audley Community Centre 

 

On the 11th December 2004, at the Audley Community Centre, there was a Fund Raiser, in aid of CLIC.  
This event was supported by items donated by local businesses, with the proceeds of £400 to be donated to  
CLIC fund.  Dawn Dobson who organised the event, would very much like to thank everyone for their  
support.  Dawn has indicated that there will be another event held in the summer of 2005.         Editor.    

Audley 
Male Voice Choir 

2005 
 
 

Below are some of this years 
venues, which will enable you 
to see your local Male Voice 
Choir.  Well worth the visit. 
  
March. 13th.  Victoria Hall. 
 

April 22nd.  Alsager School. 
 

May 7th.  Trent Vale Church. 
 

May 21st.  Audley Methodist 
                       Chapel. 
 

June 5th.  Llandudno.        
 

 

Can You Help 
Can you help?  
 We have had an enquiry from a one of our regular 
reader asking  what year did ?   
The Farmers Boy  public house close in Alsagers 
Bank. 

Gaslight Service 1879 
The Parish Church, Audley 

On the evening of the first Sunday of the year 1879 Audley Church was lit by gas for the first time, a  
special choral service being appointed for the occasion, in which an attractive feature was the rendering of 
Pring’s well-known anthem “With gels and Archangels”.  The prayers were read by the Rev. T.G Tomlinson, 
curate, and from Rev.iii.20, a sermon characterised by much nervous eloquence was delivered by the Rev. 
J.Pauli, the vicar.  The fittings were gracefully designed and executed by Mr Davies, gas engineer, Kidsgrove 
and although on a first trial there was not displayed the full power of illumination that it is possible to attain, 
the effect was gratifying to those who can remember how imperfect the dim  lamp-light served to exhibit the 
massive beauty of  the magnificent old church.  It is evident that the introduction of a superior system of  
lighting will render more attractive and add to the external beauty of the evening service, which Mr Pauli, 
with the co-operation of the members of the church, has of late considerably modified and improved  and the 
beneficial effect of which is seen in more crowded congregations and a keener appreciation of his  
ministrations.  We understand that no small share of the credit for the growing attractions presented by the 
service is due to the able and efficient manner in which the choir are instructed by the precentor , Mr George 
Proctor, as well as to the taste and skill with which he presides at the organ. 
Staffs Advertiser 11th Jan 1879. 
Information supplied by John Taylor.  The editor would like to thank John for the text to the Oddfellows 
information in last issue, John was the author of the book where information was found. Many thanks.    

Dear Editor, 
                     With reference to the Adult Learning 
Centre.  Can we not start up a petition and see what 
the opinions are from the parish?  I agree it’s a crying  
shame to let this building fall apart.  We need these  
facilities to give people of the parish Adult Education.   



 

 
Years ago I heard of God, 

He was so good to me, 
He gave me health and happiness 
Twas there for all to see. 

 

Life moved on and now I’m old, 
I think of the past, 

Of times when thr’o the woods we roamed, 
And then left school at last.. 

 

As years moved on, I wed the boy 
Who made my life complete 

And after children-there were two 
His maker he would meet. 

 

And now I’m on my own again, 
Gods with me when I pray, 

And Jesus Christ his only son, 
With me will still remain. 

 

And in the years that lie ahead, 
I shall always try to be, 

A better Christian and walk down that special road, 
With my Own true love. 

Edda B. Longton.    

Audley Village Store 
Formerly PEAPODS 

1. Which famous film, was the first filmed in 
colour to win an Oscar for best picture. 

2. What is the capital of Tenerife and is also 
the name of a city in California? 

3. What was the first programme shown on 
Channel 4? 

4. What is Britain’s largest lake? 
5. Augusta is the capital of which American 

State? 
6. What is hypnophobia? 
7. In which year did the pound note cease to 

be legal tender? 
8. How many stars appear on the flag of 

Australia? 
9. Lending her name to a famous sports 

manufacturer, who is the Greek God of 
victory? 

10. A Griffin has the head of which animal? 
11. Who was the president of the USA from  
          1963 to 1969? 
12 What is the collective noun for a group of 
          monkeys? 
 

This Trivia is sponsored by: The Village Store 
Your local Family Store 
 Church Street Audley. 

Winner will receive a Bouquet of Flowers 
supplied by The Village Store 

Send your entries to: A C N. 23 Wood Street 
Bignall End Sot Staffs, ST7 8QL. 

Entries in by 31st March 2005 
You must be in the parish for delivery. 

People from outside of the parish collect prize. 

 
THE PHANTOM 

 
 

As night falls with darkened sky, 
Lingering shadows fall close by, 

And while the moon drapes clouds around, 
A phantom stirs pronouncing sound. 

 

Stealthily creeping with hush and calm, 
Now noisily seeping with strange alarm. 

Suddenly dashing fierce and wild, 
In tempest clad mantle with tossing styled. 

 

He gallops along down harnessed hedges, 
Down grassy slopes like racing sledges. 

Through quaking bushes to the quivering pond, 
Spraying the lilies and willows beyond. 

 

He rattles loose chatter on battered old door, 
Breathes fierce fiery whistles on dark dank bleak moors. 

Makes dilemma his goal for each new reception, 
Ploughing the night in his cloak of deception. 

 

And as he visits with taunting cries, 
The church and its graves-he still defies, 

The plight of loved ones forever gone 
With dust and leaves and ten moves on. 

 

He traces his every step time and time again, 
But somehow his movements seem all in vain. 

As night becomes dawn and dawn becomes day, 
The phantom steals now gracefully away. 

 

Peter W. Hodgkins. 

 

Audley Millennium Green Trust 
Work Parties 

 

Come and help us to do essential work on the Green. 
 

No previous experience necessary 
The following dates are scheduled 

 

Sunday 13th February 
 

Saturday 12th March 
 

Sunday 10th April 
 

Saturday 21st May 
 

Sunday 12th June 
 

We meet at 10:00am  
In the Community Centre car park. 

 
If you are interested please contact Neil Blackwood: 
Tel: 01782 723877 or email Millennium@Audley.net 



COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

 

COUNCILOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
 

COUNCILLOR  
DYLIS CORNES  

Tel. (01782) 720289 
 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  
Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for any  
information regarding Council matters. 

 Jojo’s 

Dog Grooming Service 

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs 

Clipping Grooming 
Tel: 01782 721735 

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End 
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH 

30 Years Experience 

Jo
jo’

s 

Jojo’s 

 

Parish 
Shining Lights 

 
Congratulations!  What an improvement to the  
parish.  Over the past few months contractors have 
been installing new street lighting throughout the 
parish.  I know it’s been a little inconvenient with 
all the contract vehicles and the mess we had to 
contend with but I do think we can all say it’s been 
worth the inconvenience.   

Audley Adult Centre Shut 
We told you so! 

 
If you read the last issue of the Audley Community News, 
we reported concerns about the dilapidated condition this 
building was getting into. 
The building has been now been shut.  It had been used 
for many years as the meeting place for the local Parish 
Council, (who have now decided to use other venues) and  
Staffordshire County Council for their Adult Education in 
the parish.    
This building, in the heart of the Parish, also having the  
capability to house more than one activity at any given 
time and  it’s closure may mean the loss of leisure and 
educational activities.  Up to a few weeks ago it was used 
by Audley Adult Learning for their computer skills 
courses and other educational needs.  Youth 4 Audley 
held their weekly meetings in the building, the top floor 
was used by the Cadets for their meetings and Audley  
Community News was also produced there and  now has 
no permanent home.  
The Millennium Green Trust and other groups also held 
their meetings at the building.  Where do they go?  This 
closure could mean the end for many of these groups 
Audley Cadets have already had to close.     
We have appealed to the parish, for someone to come 
along and help to find the people who were responsible to 
maintain this building.  It appears that it is owned by 
Newcastle Borough Council, who had leased it out to  
Audley Community Centre.  The central heating is not 
working and the electrics keep tripping out.  The roof 
needs repairs and the interior needs a complete revamp.   
Audley Community Centre have handed back the keys, as 
they cannot afford the upkeep and repairs needed to  
maintain the building.  The problem being that it has been 
left to deteriorate over a great number of years, by a 
number of different tenants.  Surely the owners of the 
building (Newcastle B.C), who appear to have been 
happy to take the rent over the past few years, knew of the 
state of this building and are morally responsible to have 
ensured the upkeep of this building.   
The condition of the complete building has been the same 
for many years and no money appears to have been spent 
on it.    
Who cares! It appears no one.  All we hear is no one 
wants to spend any money on it. 

It’s shut now so where do we go from here? 
We can air our views to our local councillors, to try to 
find out what is going to happen to this building.  And to 
hope someone has the sense to see the need to get this 
building back to a useable condition 
This will be another building gone in the parish.  When 
the bulldozer arrives, it will be too late.  
 
 

Please send your comments to the Editor. 



 

The Village Store 

 

24 CHURCH 
STREET 
AUDLEY 

FREE 
LOCAL 

DELIVERY 
Tel: 

(01782) 721885 

WRIGHTS 
PIES 

Your Local Friendly Store 
Now Under New Management 

 

FRESH  
OATCAKES 

DELIVERED 
DAILY 

Fresh 
Vegetables 

Fresh 
Fruit 

We have a fine 
Selection of 

Cheeses 
Cooked Meats 

Bacon & 
Pork Sausages 

Excellent range of fine 
 

Jams & Sauces 

POLICE NOTICE 
The new number for non-emergency calls to  

Staffordshire Police is  
08453 302010  

Fresh Flower & Bouquets  
Floral Tributes & Wreaths made to order 

 Free Delivered 
(Formerly PEAPODS) 

Dear Editor, 
                                     I am a visitor to many of the elderly people  
in and around the parish.  During many of my visits 
around the parish, I have seen what effect your  
magazine has had on the people of the parish who are 
housebound.  Just to hear them laughing at the tales 
and jokes.  I would like to pass on their gratitude for 
publishing such an excellent local newsletter, it’s a 
tonic for many of the people who are alone.  Without 
your magazine, there are many people who would not 
know what was happening in and around the parish  
The memories that you have stirred, the friends that 
have been reunited, the information that you include 
and the pleasure you are giving is a job well done.  
They have also said how useful they find the magazine 
to find  telephone numbers for shops and  services in 
the village.    
Finally all we can say is keep up the good work.      

Anne    

Emails. 
Just to thank all the readers who email the Newsletter, 
with their help and requests.  We had one from Mr 
Wootton, when we asked about the famous Chocolate 
Crunch, saying his Mum used to work in the school 
kitchens and sent in the recipe from his Mum’s cooking 
book.  It was for 100 helpings, so just can you imagine 
the amounts of ingredients.  But thanks for the reply. 

 
An Illustrated Tramp 

Was it a cover up 
William Facer, a tramp was apprehended by the 
Leicester Police on Tuesday on a charge of  
Drunkenness, having been found by a  policeman 
climbing a lamppost to get a drink.  He was, when 
searched, found to be tattooed from his shoulders to 
his feet, the police description of his marks being: 
letter D and ship on breast, together with a house, 
pigeons, anchor  & chain, haystack, fishes and trees, 
a man driving a sheep, a pig, the Union Jack.  The 
Prince of Wales feathers, and anchor, two  
inscriptions, “Love me and leave me not”,  
Shakespeare and a gravestone to “The memory of 
all I love”, a Highland girl dancing, a Highland  
soldier and another solder wearing a red coat, cross 
flags and bayonet, drumsticks, a pile of shot, WF, a 
gun another gun and crossed flags, crossed pipes, 
and a flag and glass, on the right arm an ensign, 
sailors, a ship, a cross and a large fish, a sailor with 
crossed flags, and CHARLOTTE in capital  
letters; on the left arm a policeman taking a man 
into custody and Faith, Hope and Charity.  On the 
left leg a man; on the right leg a woman and a flag.  
 

“He was fined 10 shillings and costs, or seven days 
hard labour”. 
 

Staffs Sentinel Jan 
1885 

Many thanks for the information 
                                          



 

     Wartime in Audley 
                            1938/39 

 
This is a profile of the memories of Jack Warham who is in his eighties and now lives in  
Bournemouth. We shall be writing the contents in our next two issues. 

 

My Memories from 1938/9 
Sixty six years ago in 1938/39, Audley ceased to be a “quiet out of the way place” and was  
suddenly jolted out of its bucolic existence by two events which took place almost simultaneously. 
About six miles north west of Audley just over the Cheshire border and seventeen miles in the  
opposite direction to the south-east were areas of meadowland. 
If one happened to be travelling in the vicinity of these areas on a leisurely car or cycle ride one 
would see strange men dressed in tweed caps, donkey jackets, knee breeches and wellingtons or 
knee length laced boots. 
 
They seemed to be peering through instruments on tripods, like cameramen taking photographs of 
the landscape.  This appeared to be somewhat unusual in wartime;  What was going on? 
Within a few weeks after the strange men had disappeared, large wooden buildings began to be 
erected in various spots and earth moving equipment, diggers and dumpers were ravaging the 
countryside. 
 
Soon more men appeared and occupied the wooden huts and began installing draughtsmen’s 
desks.  The strange men with tripods seen earlier were talking to architects and draughtsmen.  It  
became apparent that surveyors with theodalites had been out surveying the area prior to some 
form of building work and drawings and plans were needed to enable the builders to start work; and 
work did start with a vengeance! 
 
On this south east site, in particular, an area of approximately ten square miles became suddenly 
alive with contractors, sub-contractors and lorries with sand, gravel, basic slag, timber, bricks and 
cement for construction and road building.  A special area was set aside for the parking of heavy 
plant and equipment when not in use. 
Two main contractors were in evidence, one to provide access roads, drains, water and sewerage 
facilities and the other to construct buildings in accordance with the draughtsmen designs to a  
particular specification. 
 
Their activities were co-ordinated by a firm of consulting engineers, who were responsible to the 
wartime Government department, for it’s progress to completion. 
You may wonder how did this effect Audley?  Well, it had among the population skilled building 
trade workers who were having a lean time because no houses were being built and their skills 
were urgently needed on this massive building project 17 miles away.  A special bus owned by 
Mainwairings was used to transport all workers direct to the site and return them after along days 
work Monday to Saturday 8am. to 7pm and sometimes on Sundays if work was behind schedule. 
As the Audley bus approached its destination its passengers were amazed to see other buses from 
all parts of the Potteries and beyond for a radius of 30 miles, disgorging passengers to this  
remote area in the heart of the countryside.  Men in hundreds both skilled and unskilled were found 
digging to construct something which as yet had not taken shape; but work was work, long hours 
but well paid, whereas before there was no work and no pay, except unemployment benefit.  The 
unemployment offices (Labour Exchange) switched from issuing dole money to acting as  
recruitment centres for this urgent building project.  
Gradually, over a period of some 9 to 12 months the results of this hive of activity began to  
materialise. 
 
Do you know what was happening? To find out more read the second part of Jack’s story in 
our next issue. 
 

If you have memories of the past put pen to paper, then send them into the editor.  



CONNEXIONS  
DROP-IN SESSIONS 

FRIDAYS FROM 2pm—3pm  
IN AUDLEY LIBRARY 

 

Aimed at 16 to 19 year olds who may be  
unemployed, doing a course at college they 
hate and want to change, may be working 
part time and want full time work, perhaps at 
home with a young baby or don’t know what 
to do and want to know what's out there for 
them. 
 

Contact Louise Ibbotson on 01782 297383, 
email louise.ibbotson@cxstaffs.co.uk or just 

drop into Audley Library on a Friday  
between 2pm-3pm 

Trip to the Lakes 
Wedding Anniversary Memories. 

Buongiorno, 
Lovers of ‘Lakes and Mountains’ holidays my wife and 
I decided to celebrate a wedding anniversary with a 
late September visit to the Italian Lakes. 
Our friendly resort of Limone on Lake Garda proved to 
be an inspired choice.  Situated on the north western 
side of the lake and protected by towering mountains it 
enjoys a very mild climate and we quickly settled down 
to experience the region famous in the past for it’s 
lemon groves is now a thriving prosperous tourist  
resort.  Its busy shops, many open until very late sell 
wonderful leather goods and souvenirs.  Especially 
pleasing is the colourful traffic free promenade clothed 
in eye catching summer blooms superbly illuminated in 
the hours of darkness where you can stand and watch 
the many passenger boats arriving or leaving. 
Café’s and bars invite you to sit out late into the warm 
evening to watch the world go unhurriedly by whilst 
tucking into splendid Italian food and wine. 
An open air band at the piazza Garibaldi entertained 
on Sunday afternoon much to the delight of visitors.  At 
other times Canaries sang their hearts out from bird 
cages suspended from many a balcony and relaxation 
became a formality. 
Temperatures remained pretty much constant around 
23 degrees and regular boat services across the crystal 
clear waters of the lake made sight seeing to  
neighbouring resorts and places of interest wonderfully  
convenient whether one chose to admire architectural 
and historical values or be seduced by the region’s  
tranquillity. 
All too soon holiday over we returned home with many 
happy memories. 
Gratsi Limone.  You were all we ever wanted or could 
have expected. 
Ciao.  Derrick Bate. 

 

Gas Installation  
Warning. 

As from April 1st 2005, any Gas appliances installed in a 
residential dwelling  by a Corgi registered installer, must be 
registered with the Corgi Gas Regulatory Body, who will 
register the installation with the Local Building Control.  
By using an installer who can self-certify, homeowners will 
save time and money. 
From the 1st April 2005, Buildings Regulations in England 
and Wales will require that Local Building Control is  
notified whenever relevant gas work is undertaken.  This  
includes the installation of and exchange of central heating 
boilers, water heaters, warm air units and space heaters. 
Homeowners can expect to pay between £75 and £300 for 
Local Building Control to inspect work done, if not done by 
a self-certifying installer. 

To My Mum 
 

Here is another poem written during the 
War, by a young soldier, to his mother. 
 

You don't get any medals Mum 
For the job you have done, 

Although you work much harder 
You’re brave constant and true. 

 

Your fortress is just four brick walls  
A ceiling and a floor 

You have to battle with your heart 
That’s what God made Mothers for. 

 

You’ve struggled on all your life 
No battle is to big for you 

You’ve had many big decisions to make 
But you always came smiling through. 

 

You tried to be brave when I had to go 
Behind your smile was a tear 

In your dear heart you wanted to cry 
And I know it Mother dear. 

 

I still can see your loving smile 
And feel your tender kiss, 

I remember all the little things 
That I’m beginning to miss. 

 

They should inscribe your name, 
 on a scroll of fame, 

In letters of purest gold 
No honour could be too high for you 

But your deeds are seldom told. 
 

I somehow don't think they will ever know 
They don't even seem to hear 

Of the millions of Mothers there are like you 
God bless you Mother dear. 

 

Supplied by:  John Brayford. 



RAVENS LANE SCHOOL 
1955-56 SCHOOL TEAM 

 

BACK ROW / LEFT to RIGHT 
 
C ROWLEY, R BEECH,  
B ROBINSON, J LOCKET, 
I MACHIN, P GROCOTT 
 
FRONT ROW / LEFT to 
RIGHT 
 
R DEAN, H PLATT, D FRYER 
R WINDSOR, M WOOD. 
 
Do you have any memories of 
the football team, are you one of 
the budding professionals?  Did 
in fact any  turn professional?   

Sports Trivia. 
 

1. In which year did the phrase “They think it’s 
         all over...it is now” become famous? 
2. In which city were the 1996 Olympic Games  
          held? 
3. Who captained Europe to victory in the 2002 
          Ryder Cup? 
4. Who was the first goalkeeper to save a  
          penalty in an FA Cup final? 
5. Which famous sporting team first began in  
          1926 when they were known as the Savoy Big 
         Five? 
6. How many players in a netball team are  
          allowed to score goals directly? 
7. Which sport do the Chicago Bears play? 
8. Which cricketer resigned as England captain 

in the winter of 1997/98 after having  
         captained them in a record 54 test matches? 
9. Which football team lost both the 1982 and 
          1986 World Cup finals? 
10. Which tennis player was runner up in the 
          men’s singles final at Wimbledon in both 
         2000 and 2001? 
11. How old was Cassius Clay when he became 
         the 1960 Olympic light-heavyweight boxing 
        Champion? 
12. How many points are awarded for a  
          Touchdown in American Football? 
13. How many gold medals did Jesse Owens win 
         at the Berlin Olympics in 1936? 
14. What did legendary cricketer W.G Grace’s 
          initials stand for? 

 
You can find the answers on page 27. 

 

Halmer End v Audley 
Indoor Bowls 

 

As I reported in issue 3, Halmer End indoor 
bowlers would enjoy their revenge.  Well it  
happened, when on the 2nd December 2004  
Audley were hammered 5-0 in their recent  
encounter at the Halmer End WM Club. 
Unfortunately I did not attend this rematch, 
therefore I have to rely on reports from the clubs 
involved.  
It appears Audley had no excuses, as they had no 
answers to the excellent bowling shown by the 
Halmer End lads.  Halmer End are having an  
excellent season and are in a very good position 
to take top spot in Division 1 of the Staffs Indoor 
League. 
Audley this season have and are going through a 
very bad season.  Unless Audley have a change 
of fortune they will be facing relegation, to  
Division 2. 
Well done to the Halmer End lads and come on 
Audley get your fingers out.    

 

Audley Community 
Centre 

 

Car Boot Sale 
 

Last Saturday Of Every Month 
 

For further information contact: 
Vic: Tel: 01782 / 729083 



 
Audley Football Club 

Town Fields Old Road 
Bignall End  

To The Editor, 
                     Audley football club would like to thank councillor 
Ian Wilkes for his support in helping the club secure a £500 
grant from the local members initiative fund, to help us build a 
second spectators stand on the 1st team ground. 
Therefore if in the past you have thought I will get wet, also 
cold, watching football at Audley, with that in mind you have 
not come along to see the games, well we now have a weather 
proof stand.  This is further enhancing the professional image 
we are trying to portray at Audley Football Club.  So come on 
down and let us hear you cheer on your local football teams 
and also enjoy a local football event.  You can then come into 
our club house and enjoy a drink to celebrate a winning  home 
team all are welcome. 
 

November last year was our annual Bonfire Display, the 
weather was very poor on the night, but this did not deter us 
from having a most enjoyable night. 
The night was lit up with a spectacular night of entertainment, 
produce for us by Nemesis fireworks of Hough, once again they 
did us proud.  All money raised by this event will go towards 
our latest project in providing an all weather pitch for the club.  
Thanks for your support. 
On the 15th February 2005 we held our successful annual Beer  
Festival, at the Football Club.  We will give a report in our next 
issue.  We would like to thank all the sponsors for their kind  
donations  

Yours in sport for the community. 
 

Kelvin Chell.     

Sport & Recreation 
 

Audley Community Centre. 
 

        As part of Newcastle under Lyme Borough 
Councils commitment to providing sport and  
recreation activities for all age groups and genders. 
The Community Recreation Service is looking to 
start new activities in and around the Audley area. 
 

As part of this the Community Recreation Service 
want to know from the people of Audley what new 
sport and recreation activities they would like to see 
in their area. 
The Community Centre, New Road Audley, will 
be a base for these new activities.  The suggestions 
so far include, Indoor ten pin bowling, Curling &  
Croquet, Dance & Tai Chi groups, Art & Craft 
groups, Multi Activity sessions, Aerobic groups and 
Gentle Exercise groups. 
 

If you would like to make a suggestion for an  
activity, or would like to know more about this  
excellent project, please contact the name and  

address below as soon as possible. 
 

Andrew Moon 
 

Community Recreation Service 
Newcastle under Lyme 

Borough Council 
Merrial Street 

Newcastle Staffs. ST5 2AG 
  

  Tel: 01782 742617 
Or 01782 742607 

A Few Ditties From 
Down Under 

 
Here are a few ditties from a friend down 

under, thanks Ros. 
 

Raising  teenagers is like nailing jelly to a tree. 
 

No matter how hard you try, you can’t baptise 
cats. 
 

Remember when you are getting old, wrinkles 
don’t hurt. 
 

Always remember, don’t sneeze when having your 
hair cut. 
 

It’s frustrating when you know all the answers, 
but nobody bothers to ask you 
any questions. 
 
A few more next time. 

1. NAKED LIKE A 
CANDLE 

 

2. DILLIONS  
SIDEKICK 

 

3. COWS PRIVATE 
LAND 

 

4. ROYAL LEISURE 
AREA GARDENS 

 

5. HEAVYWEIGHT 
TOILET 

 

6. FAR EAST  
CONNECTION 

 

Name the Football Teams 
Find the name of either English or Scottish Teams 

Answers on page 27. 



 
 

Quality Styling By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 6 days per week  

 

Mon. Tue. Wed.  9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am -  7.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat  9.30 am - 4.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 5.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 4.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 3.20 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 3.50 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 6.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.30  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

74A  Church Street,  Audley,  Stoke on Trent,  ST7 8DA  Tel: 01782 723723 
Horse Care All you need for Horse & Rider 

 
 

 

  

IS YOUR 
POOCH 

LOOKING A 
MUDDY 
MUTT? 

 Fully inclusive treatment 
Bath, Flea, Clip, Ears, Trim 

and Nail’s 
Prices start from £15   

Microchipping £17  
 
    

 
Doggy treats & a range of Coats & Sweaters 

www.woofsandwhinnies.co.uk  Tel: 01782 723723 

Second Hand Tack 
Shop 

Jackets, Hats, Rugs 
Leatherwork , Numnahs 

Grooming Products, Feed Supplements, Jodhpurs, 
Riding Hats & Boots, Reflective Wear, Rugs.  

Rugs 
Cleaned 

& Repaired 

Pets Corner by Sarah Hursthouse 
 
 

Hi Sarah, I have a pet dog and was wondering if there was a need to add 
extra vitamins to it’s feed during the cold winter months 
 

Thanks for the question.  Your dog should be fine over the winter 
 but this will depend  what sort of food he or she is fed on.  The modern 
complete foods, whether wet or dry, are carefully balanced and should 
therefore provide all the nutrients your dog needs whether it is summer  
or winter.  It is important not to mix complete foods as this will upset the 
balance of the vitamins and minerals. 
If your dog is fed on home - made or even raw diet, it is possible that  
they are not getting all the nutrients they need.  If your dog lives outside,  
it is also possible that they may need to increase their portions if they are 
using up a great deal of energy keeping warm. 
If you are in any doubt about the condition of your dog, you should  
talk to your vet who can assess your dog and his or her nutritional needs.  
 I do hope this is helpful to you.   Sarah Hursthouse.  

 

Audley Christian  
Viewpoint 

 

invite you to see the  
Mel Gibson film 

 

“The Passion of  
The Christ” 

Described as a “stunning work of art” and 
“the greatest film about Jesus ever made” 

To be shown on 
Thursday 17th March at 7.30pm. 

In the Church Hall, Church Street Audley 
 

The evening will be admission (Free) but 
with a retiring collection. 

 

For further information please phone: 
(01782) 720381, 720352 or 721211 



Audley & District 
Family History Society 
 
Can you help? 
We have been asked to appeal 
to our readers, to see if anyone 
can identify this photograph 
from the past. 
All we know is that the  
photograph was taken at the 
Photography Studio in Audley. 
The photographer was  
Mr Thomas  Warham. 
If you can help please send 
your information to either the 
editor of the Audley Community 
News, or the Audley & District 
Family History Society.   

Christian View Point 
Did you hear the one about.. 
Adam and his sons were walking past the Garden of Eden one day when one of the boys said “Cor, Dad just look 

at that place.  Doesn’t it look fantastic?”. 
“Yes son” replied Adam “we used to live there once-but your Mother ate us out of house and home”. 

 

Thankfully God didn’t leave it there-that’s why every Easter millions celebrate with great joy-please read on. 
 

“They took Him down –his poor dead body and prepared him for burial”.  
“They took Him down-his poor pale body-drained of life, ashen and stained with its own life blood”. 

**** 

His healing hands-now pierced and still.  Serving hands that broke 5 loaves to feed 5,000. 
Holy hands often folded in fervent prayer. Poor gentle hands-now pierced and still. 

**** 

His poor torn feet-now bloodied and cold.  Feet that walked weary miles to bring Good News to broken hearts. 
Feet once washed by penitent’s tears.  Poor torn feet, now bloodied and cold. 

**** 

His Kingly head-made for a crown, now crowned with thorns. 
His poor Kingly head-now bloodied by thorns. 

**** 

His piercing eyes-now dark and blind, eyes of compassion, warming the soul. 
Fiery eyes burning at sin; tender eyes, beckoning sinners. 

His piercing eyes-now dark and blind 
**** 

His matchless voice-fountain of the Father’s thoughts-stopped and stilled to speak no more. 
Silence now where once had flowed wisdom and comfort-Spirit and life. 

His matchless voice, stilled to speak no more. 
**** 

They took Him down-His poor dead body-and prepared Him for burial. 
So they buried Him.  And thought it was the end- 

BUT IT WAS ONLY THE BEGINNING! 
**** 

Taken from “The Witness” 
Sent into the newsletter by: Barbara Jones (Audley Christian Viewpoint) 

Thank You. 
As Editor of the Audley Community News, I would 
like to say a big thank you, to Mr Jack Warham for 
his kind donation to the newsletter.  Mr Warham is 
a keen reader and contributor of information to the 
magazine.  I have on a number of occasions spoke 
to Mr Warham ,who lives in Bournemouth and is in 
his eighties.  Many thanks: 
Ernie, Editor. 

Thank You 
The News Team would like to pass on their thanks to 
the Audley Rotary Club, for the donation they have 
given to help the newsletter to continue to prosper.   

I did not realise how much charitable work was done 
by Audley Rotary Club and they must be  
congratulated on what they do for the Parish and the 
needy, throughout the area. 
Ernie. Editor. 



 

Moving On Up: Audley Brass Band 
By Chris Thompson 
 

I don’t know how many of you find yourself wandering down Dean Hollow late on a Sunday evening.  If you 
listen you might well catch a hymn tune floating gently towards you, or a full-blooded recital of Dvoraks  
‘New World Symphony’ as it tears through the air.  But, aside from the tunes emanating from the band room, 
what else do you know about the village band?  Well, lets broaden your knowledge. 
 

Audley Band was formed in 1902, it is believed by a gentleman named Mr. Arthur Hughes and consisted of 
members who all lived locally, most of whom were employed by the local mining industry.  But it was during 
the 1920’s and 30’s when the band first began to flourish, winning many prizes within the region and the band  
became known as the Audley Prize Band.  The band was consistently successful until the 70’s when there was a 
‘fall out’ and another band was formed, with the two co-existing until 1989 when both bands realised the only 
sensible solution was to re-amalgamate, which they did as the currently named Audley Brass Band. 
 

Early 1994 saw the band appoint a new Musical Director to inject some new life.  It was in March of that year 
that Kevin Birch, a well-known local composer, arranger and conductor, took on the challenge and he set 
about rebuilding everything about the band.  Kevin brought new young talent to the band and rapidly exceeded 
everyone’s expectations.  A new management committee was also formed, and all members shared a goal to  
rebuild the band in as short a time as possible. 
 

One of the major steps in the rebuild of the band was contesting.  After a 25-year break,1996 saw the band  
re-enter the cut throat world of Brass Band competitions in the Fourth Section.  The band has progressed  
rapidly, becoming the Midlands Area Champions in 1999 and have appeared twice at the National Finals, in 
1999 and more recently in 2003.  The band is currently graded nationally at Second Section level, the highest 
position the band has achieved in their 103-year history. 
 

It is as a concert band that Audley excel though.  The band regularly play to packed audiences throughout 
South Cheshire and Staffordshire and are lucky enough to hold regular concerts with celebrities of the brass 
band world. 2004 saw world famous tuba soloist Steve Sykes and the internationally renowned Black Dyke 
Band’s principal trombone player Brett Baker,  join the band as guest performers for concerts.  Stars who 
have previously performed on stage at Audley concerts include Shoena White, Glynn Williams and Simone  
Rebello.  Early 2005 will see the return of Steve Sykes to play with the band. 
 

The band are keen to promote youth within the ranks and there is an intermediate group which the band run, 
Audley96, which is a band in its own right, conducted by cornet player Andy Allcock.  Audley96 give  
members the experience they need before the time comes for them to join the main band.  Many members of the 
main band have come up through our thriving youth academy, including our former principal cornet Joelle 
Webster, more recently Emily and Tony Boardman.  Another indication of the bands attitude to youth is that in 
December 2004, Nicholas Birch and Tom Dennis both made their debuts as soloists with the band, being aged 
just 12 and 14 respectively.  Tony and Nicholas are also members of the National Children’s Band of Great 
Britain and attend a course throughout the summer where they play a series of concerts having been taught by 
stars of the banding scene. 
 

As is obvious from the outside, the band room at Dean Hollow is not the most fantastic piece of structural  
engineering going and the band have been busy raising funds for a number of years that will enable them to 
buy a new room to rehearse in.  The original room was bought around 19 years after the formation of the band 
by Mr Arthur Hughes and some of his friends.  It is some testament that the band is still rehearsing in its  
original home. 
Highlights for the forthcoming year include trips to the Victoria Hall in Stoke on Trent in March and  
November, the aforementioned Steve Sykes concert in January.  A night at the proms later on in the year.  If 
you want to attend any of these concerts, or if this article has whetted your appetite to find out more about 
the band, then please get in touch with the band via one of the ways available. 
 

Website   www.audleybrass.co.uk 
 
 

Musical Director  Mr Kevin M. Birch 01270 760778 
 
Secretary  Mrs Anne Birch  01270 760778 

http://www.audleybrass.co.uk/�


Wendy’s Little Teasers. 
 

Advertisements from the past 
 

Fill in the missing words 
 

1. Ah….., a great little cigarette’ 
2. Which brand of washing powder gave 

washday white, without washday red... 
3. Which mints were too good to hurry…. 
4. You were never alone with a ……. 
5. Which cereal went snap, crackle & pop. 
6. Don’t say brown say ……. 
7. What was full of Eastern promise…... 
8. Can you tell …...from butter. 
9. You’ll wonder where the yellow went 

when you brush your teeth with….. 
10. What gave a meal, man appeal…….. 
 

Answers on page27. 

 For All Occasions  
Flowers & Bouquets 

 
Hand ties etc 

Greeting Cards for all ‘Occasions’ 
 

80A Church Street Audley Sot Staffs. 
 

Tel: 01782 720060 
 

Order Your Flowers & Bouquets. 
 

Same Day Delivery. 
       Free Delivery in the Parish. 

   Sunday Delivery by Arrangement.    

 

Funeral Tributes  
 

 Wedding Flowers  
& Gifts 

 For all Occasions  

Audley & district W.I. 
Audley W.I. would like to thank the Parish Community for their support at our  
Coffee Morning on 6th November 2004.  £335 was raised on the day, which was 
amazing as there were two other fund raising events on the same day.  There was 
over £1,000 raised overall on that day.  We divided the funds between Donna 
Louise Trust and Chernobyl Children.  These are two charities very close to the 
hearts of the W.I. 
The money went to Chernobyl to help with Christmas for the children, who are very 
poorly, they live in Belarus.  Some of the children are brought over to England for a 
fortnight every two years to help build up their immune system, this helps them to 
survive a little longer. 
Donna Louise received £250, when they visited our meeting in January 2005.  We 
were interested to hear about Treetops, also of the comfort they were giving to the 
children and their families.  It was shown how important it was to continue to  
support them, as they are trying to raise funds which will enable them to open 7 
days a week this year. 
We enjoyed our meeting last November when Terry Wooliscroft came to tell the 
tale of the ‘Tale of the Toilets’.  It was a bit cheeky, but very informative and 
funny.  It’s a tale about how the toilet was invented to the present day and what may 
come in the future what a laugh! 
We ended 2004 celebrating Christmas with a lovely meal at the Potters Lodge, then 
looking forward to 2005 and the events to come. 
We welcome you to come and join us.  Just come for a visit, you don't have to have 
any commitment, you’ll be most welcome. 
For further information contact: Anne 01782 721957 or Glenis 01782 722009   

Audley & District W.I.  
2005 

 

March 16th 
Thornton’s Chocolates 

Neil Weaver      
******************** 

 

April 20th 
Albrighton Pottery 

Annette Christopher 
*********************************** 

 

May 18th 
ANNUAL MEETING 
********************************** 

 

June 15th 
50th Birthday Party 
****************************** 

July 20th 
Willow Edge Basket Making 

Isobel Edge 
********************* 

Can You help. 
 

This is the photograph we are 
making an appeal for 
information on. 
 
William Bagley (Farm Bailiff) 
Born approximately 1820. 
Centre back, with White beard. 
 

Elizabeth Jane Bagley Born 
Keele 1850 but not registered 
Mid row 2nd from right. 
 

Elizabeth married Henry Tom 
Binden, St Andrews, Kinson 
Dorset. 6/10/1876 

To Subscribe to: 
 Audley Community News 

Contact the Editor: 
Tel: 01782  721565 



Youngsters of the Parish 
POP QUIZ 

 

11 - 15 years  
 

1. Which Band won BEST UK 
BAND in the Smash Hits Poll 
Winners 2004? 

2. Geri Halliwel has appeared in which TV 
Comedy starring Sarah Jessica-Parker? 

3. The Streets singer Mike Skinner comes 
from which town? 

4. Where do Goldie Looking Chain originate 
from? 

5. I Walk This Empty Road, The Only One 
That I Have Ever Known, are lyrics from 
which Greenday song?. 

6. What is Cassidys reall name? 
7. Who sang alongside Christina Aguilaria in 

the song CarWash? 
8. Name all  ten members of Blazin’ Squad. 
9. Name McFly’s first ever single. 
10. Name all three former members of Busted. 
11. Which Jackson Five song did V cover? 
12. Which McFly member is Blink 182’s  
         biggest fan? 
 

Winner Will Receive £10.00 Book Voucher 
Drawn Out of a Hat 

Closing Date is April 20th 2005 
Send Your Entries to : 

ACN 23 Wood Street, Bignall End,Sot Staffs  
ST7 8QL.  

If possible please give your phone number and 
address to enable us to contact the winner. 

Britain Represented by  
Village Girls 

 
British Martial Arts Academy 

Black Cobra Kickboxing Club. 
 

We would like to congratulate Harriet Maddock  
and Mary-Jo Clarke who have been nominated to 
represent Britain at the Norwegian Cup in Oslo.   
Together they have been chosen, with three other 
members from their Kickboxing Club, which is  
situated in Knutton.  They are instructed by Sensai 
Doug Clarke.  There will be a report in the next issue. 

 
My Pup 

 

 
 

My Jackrussell is named Tess, 
When she poos she makes a mess. 

All the time her nails are sharp, 
She has to wait to go to the park. 

 

My Jackrussell is named Tess, 
She better than all the rest. 

Her bed is comfy, with a toy at the back, 
If she was a boy her name would be Zack. 

 

Tess Tess you are the best, 
But some times she is a pest. 

Nibble, nibble “Get off my shoe!” 
Nibble, nibble “Go get your choo!” 

 

By Rachel Sawkins from Wereton Rd Audley 

Competition 
3-10 years old. 

Find the Easter Eggs 
10 to find in the Magazine 

First Prize Cuddly Duck 
Second Prize Easter Egg 
Third Prize Easter Egg 

Send to. ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall 
End, Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL 

Name the Page and where on the page 

Entries in by 20th April 

2005 

Please give your address & Tel No 

HIP-HOP 
 

Audley  
Community Centre 

2005 
April 2nd/9th/16th/23rd. 

 

HIP-HOP dancing courses will be held at the Audley 
Community Centre on the 2nd/9th/16th/23rd April 
2005.  The course will be run by a qualified instructor 
from the KDK Danceworks in Stoke.  
The cost per session will be £3 per person.  It will be 
open from 10am to 11:30am.  Participants will have to 
book in for the course.  Aged 10 - 16years old. 
For information please contact : Andrew Moon 

Tel: 01782 742607 

Knock, Knock Who’s there? Gravy! 
Gravy who? 

Gravy Crockett!  



Wendy's Teasers 
 

1 WOODBINE CIGARETTES 
2 FAIRY SNOW 
3 MURRAY MINTS 
4 STRAND CIGARETTES 
5 RICE KRISPIES 
6 HOVIS 
7 FRYS TURKISH DELIGHT 
8 STORK 
9 PEPSODENT 
10 OXO 
How did you get on? 

Answer from page 2 to? 
 

Quaint Photo’s from the past 
 

Road Junction in Barthomley  

Answers to 
Sports Trivia 

 

1. 1966 
2. Atlanta (Georgia) 
3. Sam Torrance 
4. Dave Beasant 
5. The Harlem 
         Globetrotters 
6 Two (2) 
7 American Football 
8 Michael Atherton 
9 West Germany 
10 Pat Rafter 
11 19 Years old 
12 Six (6) 
13 Four (4) 
14 William Gilbert 

Where you can find us   

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 

BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 
WOOD LANE   POST OFFICE 

AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 

AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 

BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 

MILES GREEN GARAGE 
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD  

JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 
VILLAGE STORE CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP 

PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSES 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE  
PREMIER FINANCIAL SERVICES AUDLEY 

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS 
Tel: (01782) 720506 

 

COUNCILLOR ANN  BEECH 
Tel: (01782) 722847 

 

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL 
                10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  

 

       WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
        APEDALE ROAD 
        10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month. 

G K MOTORSPORT 
            CHESTER ROAD CHESTER ROAD   

AUDLEY SOT 
Tel: (01782) 721292 

mobile: 07771533944 
     AUTO WELDING 

  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK OF  
CHESTER 

ROAD 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE MEL 

ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

1. BERWICK 

2. CHESTER 

3. HUDDERSFIELD 

4. QUEENS PARK 

5. LUTON 

6. LEYTON ORIENT 

Name the Football Team 
Answers to page 21.  



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 MOT?  
 Just Leave It With Craig 
Appointments Welcome  

Or just Call 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL CRAIG 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

Audley Plumbing  
&  

Heating Services 
 
 

Corgi Registration / No 207819  
Local Family Business 

For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs 
 

 

Fast Efficient Friendly 
Service 

 

35 Years Experience 
No Job To Small 

 

Bathroom suites Replaced 
 

All Work Guaranteed 
Contracts Undertaken 
Private & Commercial  

 
Remember, as from April 2005 all Gas 
appliance installations made by a Corgi  

registered installer in a dwelling, ‘Must’ be: 
 Registered with Corgi Gas Regulatory Body.  
 

24 Hour Emergency Call 
Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate  

APHS 

 Horsleys 
63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs 

Logs for 
Sale 

Logs for 
Sale 

We will supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     Free Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

 “No need to fish 
for ideas, nip in  

and see Jeff” 

We have a selection of 
Fancy Goods 

Extensive choice of 
Household items 

 ????

 

Excellent 
Prices  
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