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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
From the News team to all our readers.
Welcome to your Christmas issue of the Audley Community News. I can hardly believe it’s that
time of the year, so soon. It didn’t seem many months ago that I was preparing issue 3 for
publication in February. I do hope you are all in the Christmas spirit, preparing for the festive
season. I remember when I was a child, many, many years ago, how exciting Christmas time
was for us kids. The newsletter is now well into its second year of publication and I’m still
amazed at the public’s reaction to it. I have received many thank you letters from many parts of
the country and to me this makes the effort all worthwhile. We are still looking for more helpers
to come forward, but we have been fortunate to take on board Dawn Dobson, Sue Wykes and
Graham Beech who have joined us over the past few months.
I would like to thank the Chairman of Staffs County Council Edward Boden for his assistance, in
obtaining a grant from The Local Member Initiative Scheme via Staffordshire County Council.
This will allow the newsletter to obtain a lap top Computer which will help us to carry on creating
the newsletter.
I have to give a special thank you to SARAH BONAM, who is the Project Officer of
EverybodyOnline, who have supported the newsletter from the very start and without their
tremendous financial support the newsletter may have never been published.
We are also very grateful for all the donations which have been given, I knew in my heart that the
people of the parish were the generous kind and without their kind help we could not keep
the newsletter going:
Thank You All Sarah, Sue, Dawn, Graham & Ernie.

TEMPORARY DOCTORS SURGERY GOES COUNTRY SIDE.
On Thursday 2nd September 2004 at St James’ Church hall a public meeting was held, to discuss the
new doctors surgery and the location of the temporary one. There were almost 100 people at the
meeting , which shows how concerned people of the parish are about the temporary location, next to
Audley Cricket ground. We were shown the plans for the new surgery and informed of the kind of
services it would provide. A number of people were very concerned about the isolated position of the
temporary premises-no bus route, no pedestrian crossings and the inconvenience the move to a
temporary surgery will cause. It will mean that the majority of the people in the parish are further away
from the surgery than they are at the present time. We were informed that it would have cost too much to
place it in the central position of the village, at the Adult Learning Centre, even though after it had been
renovated to accommodate the Health Centre, it would have been an asset to the Parish.. Unfortunately
the centre’s many users lost out on this occasion. Editor.

Quaint Views
From the Past
We continue with a
quaint view from the
past. This was a view
many years ago, of a
lovely street from the
village of Audley. Put
your thinking head on
and try to visualise
where it may have
been. You should not
require any help.
Answer on page 19

READERS LETTERS
Dear Editor,
From a friend in the village where I live, I have
recently received copies of issue 3&4 of your Newsletter.
Congratulations on the publication and the contents, I look
forward to further issues and enclose a cheque to help towards
the production costs.
As Monica Bourne I moved to Miles Green in 1944 and lived
with my parents at the shop next to the Chapel. I went to
School at Halmer End and then to the City School of
Commerce in Burslem.
I was married in Audley Church on Christmas Eve 1954, with
the reception being held in the then newly restored Market
Hall. This was the first booking and prior to the official
opening which was scheduled for New Year’s Eve. Two years
later I left the village to join my husband, who by then was
working for the Atomic Energy Authority at Harwell.
Although it was a long time ago I have happy memories of the
district and my teenage years. I still keep in touch and also
enjoy the Audley Historian. The Historian is the annual
journal of the Family History Society. I am sure there must be
more ‘exiles’ like me who still love Audley and it’s environs.
I'm sure that they appreciate the effort that goes into these
two publications. Keep up the good work.
Sincerely
Monica Condliffe, (BRIXHAM DEVON).
To the Editor ACN:
Dear Sir,
I very much enjoy reading the Audley Community
News. As a former native of Audley, until the
1950’s, it brings back a host of memories of the
good old days.
I recently received a couple of copies of past
Issues of your newsletter and was very impressed
with the content also the quality of the magazine.
I would like to take up the offer to subscribe to
your newsletter and if possible I would be pleased
to receive past copies to read.
If there are any, shall I say, of the old ones left
who may remember me, or any member of my
family still out there, I would only be pleased to
hear from you.
Keep up the excellent work of providing us ex
parishioners, with information from a village and
memories from the past.
Best wishes
Mr F Millington
Heavitree Exeter Devon

Readers Reply.
Dear Editor,
I have just read issue 5 of the
Audley Community News 2004. On page 13 I
came across a photo titled ‘Youth of Wood
Lane 1913’. I knew I had seen this photo
before somewhere and on closer inspection
realised where, my grandmother had one! In
the photo there are two brothers Alf Williams
and Fred Williams. Alf was my grandfather
and Fred my uncle. They both lived at 36
Apedale Road, Wood Lane. There were three
more brothers whose names were Bernard,
Spencer, Kenneth and also a sister Laura. My
grandfather Alf Williams eventually moved to
Chesterton (Booth Street) when he got married.
My Grandfather and Grandmother (Ethel) had
one son Roy Williams (my dad). The other
brother in the picture uncle Fred, moved to
Manchester , where he became a prominent
businessman and was often visited at his home
by a certain Matt Busby … yes THE Sir Matt
Busby!
I have fond memories of number 36 Apedale
Road. My dad used to take us there on a
Sunday morning. I would sit on the back step
with Duke, my uncle Bernard’s Alsatian dog.
We would sit looking over Apedale Woods,
while all around the house was a hive of
activity. I could go on, but that's another story.
Believe it or not number 36 is still in the family
today. Laura the only sister, had a son Keith
(Chidlow) my cousin, he now lives at number
36 with his family.
The information I have given is very brief, but
do not hesitate to contact me for any further
information.
Finally, I have read all the issues of the Audley
Community News and find them excellent . They
are very interesting, informative, funny and some
of the stories from bygone days are fascinating.

Your sincerely
J Williams Hope Street Bignall End.
Editor,
There has been a great deal of interest
and information concerning the old photographs
which we publish in issues of the newsletter. If
you have any old photographs you would like to
share with our readers or would like to find out
more information about your pictures please
contact me: Editor, ACN 23 Wood Street
Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL or
email audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com

Audley & District Family History Society
The Chapels of Audley and District
The farmhouse of Hullocks Pool farm is recorded in 1809 as the first place of worship in Audley parish of the Methodist religion.
Soon after, purpose built chapels started to appear. By the end of the 19th. century nearly every village and hamlet had at least one
chapel. See opposites page for plaque of Methodists. The following are all known chapels with dates of opening and locations.
1809 Wesleyan, High Street, Alsagers Bank. (Opening date of some doubt)
1810 Independent, Shraley Brook Road, Halmer End, by Chapel Farm. (Date again in doubt)
1810 Wesleyan, Old Road, Ravens Lane. Became Sunday school in 1875 and later Ravens Lane school hall. Demolished in 1986.
1835 Wesleyan, High Street, Wood Lane (On opposite side of road to 1875 Wesleyan). Replaced in 1855.
After 1875 became Sunday school. Demolished.
1836 Wesleyan, High Street, Halmer End, on school side near site of first school. Demolished.
1855 Wesleyan, Epworth Chapel, High Street, Alsagers Bank. Demolished.
1856 Primitive, Chapel Lane, Audley. Rebuilt or replaced in 1875 as Sunday school. New chapel built at rear in 1970’s. Now disused
and for sale.
1862 Wesleyan, Carr Lane, Shraley Brook. School room added in 1911. Demolished in 1973.
1862 Primitive on corner of Church Street and Apedale Road, Wood Lane. Demolished.
1862 Wesleyan Free Church at Wood Lane.
1863 New Connection, Wood Street, Bignall End. Demolished.
1867 Primitive, High Street, Halmer End. Now Halmer End Methodist Church.
1870 United Free Church, Zion Chapel, High Street, Alsagers Bank. Demolished.
1871 United Free Church at top of Peggy’s Bank, Wood Lane. Extended in 1895. Demolished.
1875 Wesleyan, High Street, Wood Lane. Now Wood Lane Methodist Church.
1875 Wesleyan, High Street, Halmer End, by Wesley Place. Demolished.
1876 Wesleyan, Chapel Street, Ravens Lane, next to earlier chapel. Demolished in 1976.
1876 Primitive, Leycett Road, Scot Hay. Disused. Now being converted into private dwelling.
1877 Primitive, Mill End. Disused.
1880 Primitive, Miles Green. Disused.
1894 Wesleyan, Wereton Road, Audley. Now Greek Orthodox Church.
1896 Primitive, Church Street, Audley. Demolished. Site now occupied by Kwik Save store.
1898 Wesleyan, Boon Hill. Demolished.
1900 Congregational, Shraley Brook Road, Halmer End. Built on front of existing Independent Chapel. Now converted into private
dwelling.

The society holds transcripts of several of the registers of the above chapels along with photos of some of the buildings.
We are seeking photos of any of the above but in particular Wood Street, Boon Hill, Wood Lane Primitive and Shraley
Brook chapels. Does anyone have any photos, which they would be willing to allow us to copy? Does anyone know the
whereabouts of any registers or documents in private hands relating to any of the above chapels?
UNITED FREE CHURCH WOOD LANE

Now “Available” Audley Historian Volume 10
Cost: £4.50 Available from local Post Offices, Audley
Newsagents, Gordon’s Hairdressers or direct from the society.
Our annual publication includes the following articles the
Great War 1914-18.written by members of the society. Audley
Urban District during Reminiscences of the Great War. The
loss of a local soldier in the Great War. Part 2 of Miles Green
between the wars. 19th Century Mormons in the Audley
district. The Howle family of Red Street.. The Kettel family of
Butt Lane. Photos including a special full cover photo to mark
the 10th anniversary of the publication.

Audley & District Family History Society
Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4 pm. on Wed. 1st. December / Wed. 5th. January / Wed. 2nd. February
Research 7-9 pm. on Fri. 3rd. December / Fri. 4th. February.
Talk 7.30-9 pm. on Fri. 7th. January. All enquiries Tel: 01782 720495
Membership costs £5 person or £7.50 per couple per year. Either contact the society or attend a research meeting.

Religious Leaders
From The Past
Methodism Started At
Hullocks Pool 1810
JOHN EMBERTON SAMUEL BRINDLEY
ELIZABETH RILEY
SAMUEL WEAVER

DANIEL RILEY

Early Parish
Worship
Plaque on the left shows some of the early
Preachers of the Wesleyan Religion, who
started their preaching at the Hullocks Pool
farm around 1810.
The top right hand photograph shows
Samuel Brindley, who was born in 1792, in
Bignall End. He was married to Sarah
Brindley, at the Audley Parish Church.
Samuel was an ardent supporter of the Audley
Wesleyan Chapel and was a very popular
preacher in the area. He died at the age of
83 , in 1875 and he became a legend of his
time, in and around the area.
The photograph below shows the Audley Cycling Club. This photograph was taken around 1900, as they
were all gathered, with their cycles at the bottom of Barthomley Road, Audley. Daniel Maddock was the
president of the Cycling Club and was also a well known builder of property in and around the parish.
Daniel is standing to the extreme top left of the photo. He was the great grandfather of Gerald Maddock and
grandfather of Hazel, Wendy, Pam, Dorothy and Wilf . Daniel was responsible for the building of
Maddock Street Audley. This was built in approximately 1885. In 1896 he took on the task of building the
Primitive Methodist Chapel, which was situated where the Kwik Save store now stands. This was
demolished in the early 1970s’. Daniel died aged 50 in 1909.
Front row 1st right is Annie Maddock (Daniel’s daughter died 1922 aged 37), 2nd to the right is Frank
Maddock (Daniel’s eldest son, Gerald's grandfather) died 1959 aged 77. Information by Gerald Maddock.

Ringing Success
Dear Editor,
Just a line to thank the newsletter for making
the appeal on behalf of our group of bell
ringers . After your recent publication, which
contained a request for people to come
forward to join us to keep music in the
village, we have been fortunate to have
gained a number of new members. We have
only your publication to thank for this kind
deed. We as a voluntary group are always
looking for people to come forward to join us.
You don’t have to have any special skills, We
are prepared to take the time and teach you
the skills of Campanology (bell ringing).
For any further information please contact me:
Reginald Proctor Tel: 01782 534024
Many thanks
R Proctor.

Dog
Care Centre

Audley

Designer Dog

Qualified
Carer

Professional Grooming Service
For all Breeds
Bathed – Clipped – Nail Etc.
Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,
ST7 8PY

Personal Friendly Service

Audley Health Centre
Opening Times
Monday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Tuesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Wednesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Thursday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Friday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Saturday Closed
Surgery Telephone Number (01782) 721345
*********************************************************************************************************

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782) 720201)
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)

Local property broken into
The Parish of Audley has had a number of houses
broken into over the past few months and a number
of items taken.
As Christmas approaches, people are advised to be
more careful and make sure that their property is
secured. Don’t leave parcels on display in your
cars, or on view in your property, as this will only
tempt these thieves.
The newsletter, now have a Neighbourhood
Watch page on our Web site.

In The Clouds
I felt lucky in a window seat as we flew above the clouds
Some looked like floating icebergs, others more like shrouds.
Yet at 30,000 feet and more they seemed gently to pass by
Though we left a jet stream in our wake as we streaked across the sky.
I’ve never seen so many shapes, so wonderful but weird
Reminiscences of stalagmites and a cotton face with beard.
White mountains with deep canyons
Breaking surfs in seas of blue
Un-ironed, unending, bright clean sheets
Soft gentle pillows too.
Was this an undiscovered kingdom? Only seen one day.
An ever changing landscape? Soon to blow away.
I only know I felt at peace, relaxed and quite content
Until the time came to touch down and we made our long descent.
Derrick Bate.

Flu Protection
People who are at risk
Don’t forget to get your

Free
Flu Injection
Please contact:
Audley Health Centre
(01782) 721345
Take this
opportunity to protect
yourself

1955
Ravens Lane School
We continue with our
school photographs, as the
ones which have been
shown in the past issues,
have stirred up so many
memories. We welcome
your photographs to be
published and will continue
to publish when ever we
can.
It’s great to see these past
photos and to hear the
comments made.
Please contact the Editor

Childhood Memories

School
Who remembers the school dentist, Doctor Bunch? I hated to be at school when he arrived in his mobile dentists
surgery. if you were lucky, we would find out that he was in the area from other children from other schools. I admit I
hated the dentist and would always try to be ill at home when he arrived. He was a very large man, if my memory is
correct, standing there in his white tunic towering above us. His assistant was a lovely lady who would try to calm you
down, ready for his dreaded words of ‘open wide’. I can still remember that certain aroma that came from his vehicle and
the terrible panic that struck when he said ‘needs two out this time’. I would almost wet my pants!
School Dinners
We only had school dinners on special occasions, but my memory brings back the fantastic taste of the chocolate crunch
and custard we always had for seconds. I have never had it since but have heard many of my friends talking about it as
the one thing about school they most miss. So if there is any one out there who has the recipe, please send it to
the Editor for publication.
Childhood treats
Can you remember those treats we had as children? Kali & liquorice, Liquorice Root, Cherry Lips, Horlicks
Tablets, Aniseed balls, Fizz bombs, Black Jacks, Penny Chews, Gob Stoppers, Packets of Nips, Sweet Cigarettes, Home
made Treacle Toffee, Home made Ginger Beer, Smiths Crisps with the little blue bag of salt, Tiger nuts and then the ones
we ate raw. Rhubarb just dipped in a bag of sugar, Crab apples, Goos Gogs, Black Berries and many which I have
forgotten. So come along and send in those past memories. Lets share them with our readers and remember those days
of heaven we all must have had, as kids!!
Please send your own memories for publication.
Contact the Editor ACN 23 WOOD STREET BIGNALL END SOT STAFFS ST7 8QL 01782 721565.

Answer To School Photograph Issue 5
A big thank you to Margaret Mason and Malcom Carter who kindly identified all of the children on the photograph we
published in our last issue, this was taken at Ravens Lane School around 1945.
Top Row left to right:
Barry Grant Betty Dean Derek Jepson Eric Johnson Wendy Daniels Shirley Johnson Margaret Turner Doug Glover
Evelyn Hassall Charles Dean
2nn Row left to right:
Eric Edgeley Brian Clowry Vera Cotton Brian Wright Ann Williams Maureen Johnson Pam Maddock Roy Stubbs
Ann McEllan Eric Aldridge or (Alan Brereton) Malcom Carter.
3rd Row left to right:
Roy Griffiths Gillian Shenton Ellen Jones Annette Brough David Burgess Eileen Mitchell Barbara Green Spencer
Glover Barbara Heath Ken Dale Doris Downing.
4th Row left to right:
Joan Davies Beryl Cowan Derek Forster Brenda Cowan Hilda Harrison.

Poetry and Rhyme from the Parish
“ THE ANGEL”
( From Miles Green to Alsagers Bank )
I thought I saw an angel standing on top of dear St. John,
Head held high above the trees, with halo there upon.
Hand stretched out in front as though He was now blessing me,
Feeling so tired and weary a glint of hope I now could see.
As I knelt down in that meadow I saw the Angel smile,
I closed my eyes and prayed and then I watched awhile.
Amid hosts of golden buttercups and all those dandelion clocks,
Scent of hawthorn blossom-delicate wave of lady’s-smocks.
I told Him I was sorry for being so tired and so sad,
Knew I should be grateful-all the heavenly gifts I had.
Then sunset appeared behind Him, orange-red with dazzling gold,
As birds of the air gathering there to harmonise each story told.
The Angel stood on that roof, now smiling down at me,
I raised my hand towards Him while resting on one knee.
Suddenly laser light beam from his hand caressed into mine,
A shaft so thin like golden silk, held by sensational power divine.
Maybe all this was fantasy, tricks of light and tired old eyes,
But my heart suddenly felt lifted to where a new time level lies.
The Angel now began to rise on a carpet of unburning power,
As colours broke, in sun’s final stroke, He transformed to—
The church bell tower.

Peter W. Hodgkins.

LONELY THOUGHTS
I feel very lonely without you my dear,
The days are so long the weekends so queer.
Although I don’t want to fret or complain,
I'm counting the days till I'm with you again.
I look at your photo and oh how I cling,
In comfort by the magic that lies in your ring.
I try hard to work and think for a while,
Missing your kisses and your loving smile.
Please say that you love me,
Don’t hide what I hope is true.
Just write back and tell me
You're missing me too.
This is the first of a group of poems written by soldiers during
the last war, which we will feature in the next few issues. These
poems have been sent into the newsletter by Mr John Brayford.

CAN YOU HEAR THE MUSIC
Can you hear the music?
Does it graze your heart?
Those melodies revealing memories
As each time the records start.
Can you hear the music?
Does it make you sad?
Opening paths to secret spaces
Where joy and sorrow the past has had.

Make each day a new song,
Let it fill your heart.
With rhythms to make the sun shine
As joy to others you impart.
Make each day a new song,
Let it fill your mind.
Reaching through with spirits rising,
Creating gold from all you find.
Can you hear the music?
Does it hold your heart?
Does it stir those hidden feelings?
As through melodies beats impart
Can you hear the music?
Playing loud and playing clear,
Opening doors to happy places
Tenderly touching-perhaps a tear.
Can you hear the music?
Playing louder-playing long.
Yes! You can hear the music,
If you make each new day a song
Make each brand new day a song
Peter W. Hodgkins.

Dennis Cartledge
Funeral Directors
Audley Funeral Home
Ravens Lane Bignall End
Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed

Audley Adult Centre – should it stay or should it go?
For the past 2 years Audley Community Centre committee have been working with Newcastle Primary Care
Trust to see if Audley Adult Centre could be used as a temporary base for the Health Centre while the new
one was being built. It was hoped that the building would be re-furbished during this time and that the local
community and groups such as the Audley Community News, Audley Army Cadet Force, Youth4Audley and
the various free computer, photography and other classes that use the building, would be left with a
modernised, useable venue for future use.
As you may be aware this is not going to happen now. The Health Centre is temporarily moving to Audley
Cricket Club, and Audley Community Centre has to go back to the drawing board to decide what happens to
the building. As it stands the building is a liability and a way forward is needed, NOW! Audley
Community Centre currently holds the lease and after patiently waiting for the PCT for the last 2 years to
inform them that they no longer want to use the building, they are now left in the position where they have to
make a quick decision. Is there enough support from the community for the building to be re-furbished,
funding found and the work in the centre carried out, securing the future of existing users and enable new
users to benefit, or do they shut the building and the existing users and the community lose the venue? If
the building is shut it is doubtful that anyone will take it on again. The current groups using the building will
lose their venue and the computer suite will have to be removed and donated to another community.
If the building is left empty it will soon become derelict, and who knows – maybe eventually knocked down?
Please let the Community Centre know your opinion. Do we shut the centre and lose the existing
facilities in there or fight to re-furbish, with the community’s help and support, making a new centre for the
future?
Email audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com or call Sarah on 01782 714776 and tell us what you think.

Celebration of learning day
September 8th 2004 was a celebration for all those students young and not so young, who had
participated in courses at, Audley Adult Centre. This event was very well supported and it was a pleasure to
see the people from the Parish, receiving their awards. The event gave people who attended the opportunity
to see what events and courses were available to the community.
Certificates were presented by Staffordshire County Council’s Community Link and Sarah Bonam from
EverybodyOnline. Sarah has been involved with a huge amount of projects throughout the Parish, including,
Youth 4Audley, Audley Community News, Audley Parish at War and various computer Courses to name a
few. She has also fought to get access to computers and broadband internet for the people of the Parish
through BT & Citizens Online. Frank, one of her students, presented Sarah, with a bouquet of flowers he had
grown himself and passed on the thanks of the many students who she has helped over the past 2 years.
After the presentation Sarah announced that EverybodyOnline was finishing which meant that her job in the
Parish was at an end. This of course is a tremendous blow to everyone who has known her and also a very
sad loss to the Parish. EverbodyOnline has done a tremendous job in helping the people of the Parish and
giving financial support to many groups. However, Sarah has been awarded some funding thorough
Microsoft and the Local Member Scheme, to continue working in Audley for one day a week so that some
courses etc can continue. Sarah will be working with Letting in the Light, the community art group that
worked with Youth4Audley in March, and will hopefully be working with the community on some new
projects in the near future.

Good luck for the future Sarah from the News team.

Fresh
Vegetables

WRIGHTS
PIES

Fresh
Fruit

PEAPODS
24 CHURCH
STREET
AUDLEY

We have a fine
Collection of
Cheeses
Cooked Meats
Bacon &
Pork Sausages

FRESH
OATCAKES
DELIVERED
DAILY

Excellent range of fine
Jams & Sauces

Your Local Friendly
“Grocery Store”

Many Varieties Of Flowers For Sale & On Show
Floral Tributes & Wreaths Made To Order
“FREE”
LOCAL
DELIVERY

Bouquets of Fresh Flowers
Delivered “Free” & Made to Order

Audley Football Club
Audley Football Club is now into the third month of
the 2004/2005 season and all teams are doing well.
No team should be singled out in particular whether
playing better than any of the others. If you are a
football lover with spare time, come down to our
pitches on Town Fields, off Old Road Bignall End.
On Saturday you can watch our first team play or
come along on a Sunday to see our junior teams in
action, all are welcome.
As a club we would like to thank our sponsors, whose
support has enabled us to build two new stands.
Our thanks also go out to the United Co-op for
sponsoring a new strip for the under 13’s and
Creation Nightclub for sponsoring the under 15’s
home strip. Cartridge World has sponsored our under
15’s away strip and Eardley Hall Kennels, have
supplied kit bags for our under 11’s.
Last but not least a big thanks goes out to Councillor
Eddie Boden who once again helped the club to gain
funding to have the car park resurfaced.
Kelvin Chell

POLICE NOTICE
The new number for non-emergency calls
to Staffordshire Police is

08453 302010

Tel:
(01782) 721885

Christian View Point
Christmas message
Audley Christian Viewpoint Team, would like to
take this opportunity to wish everyone in the
community, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
Our next Christmas event takes place on the 2nd
December at 7-30 pm, at St James’ Church Hall,
Church Street Audley Sot.
Our guest speaker is Roger Woods - some people
will remember Roger as curate of St James’.
At our Christmas event we will have about eight
craft stalls, Jewellery, Cards, Christmas flower
arrangements etc. This is your opportunity to do
some of your Christmas shopping.
There will also be a Christmas buffet, so come
along and join us so that we can share the event
with you all.

“ Christmas begins right here”
Admission £3.00
Including Christmas Buffet
Contact: B Jones 720352
W Jessop 720381

The Oddfellows
The first major national friendly society to be established locally was the Independent Order of Oddfellows,
Manchester Unity. Their “Farmer’s Glory” Lodge No, 374 was formed in 1829. It first met in the Cross Keys
public house which was in Scot Hay. In 1843 they transferred their meetings to the Boughey Arms, Alsagers
Bank, by 1860 there were 190 members. In 1840 the “Loyal Lord Audley” Lodge No 2255 held their meetings
at the Butcher’s Arms Audley and by 1860 had 126 members. December 2nd 1868 saw the formation of “Court
Wilbraham” Lodge No 5288, of the Ancient Order of Foresters, whose meeting place was the Bulls Head
Audley. 1875 brought the “Pride of Halmer End” Lodge of the Loyal Order of Ancient Shepherds No. 1717,
meeting in the Wesleyan Sunday School.
A meeting of the Rechabites in 1884 held in Silverdale recommended that a branch, called a tent in this “our
Organisation”, to be established in the locality of Audley and Halmer End. !884 28th May a juvenile tent
“Lifeboat” No 39 was formed, followed by tent “Perseverance” No 3569 , holding their meetings in the
Primitive Methodist Sunday School Halmer End. By 1907 it had a membership of 30. This was then followed
by a similar tent meeting in the Primitive Methodist Sunday School Audley. The growth of the nonconformist
chapels coincided with the advent of the friendly societies. Their development was linked with the chapels’
teaching of mutual self-help and the development of thrift. Many of the chapel members held positions in the

The Plough Inn
Bignall End.
A group of the Oddfellows
preparing to leave, outside the
Plough Inn . The occasion was a
parade. As you can see one of the
members is holding a Lodge
emblem. Seen in the background is
the North Staffordshire Railway
Line bridge. This carried trains
over the main road to and from
Audley station. This line then
continued on into Halmer End ,
then up into Leycett. This bridge
was demolished in 1965.

The Plough Inn Bignall End
still flourishes as a very busy
public house, also a very
excellent place to eat!

GENTLE EXERCISE CLASSES IN AUDLEY!
When?
Every Wednesday

Do join us!
You will be

Time: 11.15 am

most welcome!

Where? Aspire Housing,
Durber Close
KEEPING YOURSELF ACTIVE HELPS:
REDUCE BLOOD PRESSURE/ KEEPS THE
HEART HEALTHY/KEEPS LIMBS FLEXIBLE.

Fun and Friendship!

Contact: June Beardmore,
Ageing Well Project, Age Concern,
North Staffs. 01782 238237

Dear Editor,
My cousin sends me the Audley
Community News, which is so nostalgic and
a very interesting read.
I was born in Booth Street Audley, in 1930
and went to school to Ravens Lane and
Halmer End. I have many fond memories,
Some very special.
My mother was a Heath from Audley and my
father was a Riley of Bignall End. These
were very old names from in and around the
area.
I enclose photos from around the area and
hope they may be useful. I also enclose my
subscription fee for the next four issues.
Yours sincerely
Dorothy Lovatt
H Bosworth Maggie Riley (my Mum) Tom Heath Lucie Cornwell Lily Burgess
Abergele North Wales
David Heath Sheila Burgess

Patient Advice and Liaison Service
Patient Advice and Liaison Service (PALS) is a new service offering support
and advice to patients, carers and their families about health services locally
and nationally. The service will also provide a focal point to enable
organisation to learn from patients’ experiences of using the services.
PALS will offer on the spot help and advice to patients, carers and their families on any aspect of
healthcare and put patients in contact with relevant voluntary organisations and support groups.
Where possible, PALS will resolve problems and concerns quickly, before they become more
serious.
Each PALS service will have people who are called PALS representatives who will help people
answer patients’ questions about healthcare services. They will help people sort out any problems
they are having with healthcare services by signposting or pointing people in the right direction.
The service will make a difference in two ways:
By helping individuals to sort out their own problems, and ensuring that the healthcare
organisation learns from all the problems brought to the PALS service and then change the way
they do things for the better.
By sharing information with other organisations who provide services to people e.g. social services, housing, voluntary groups
PALS will work with patients and staff to deal promptly with any concerns raised, helping to reduce
stress for patients and carers.
PALS is a new core service and is in its infancy there are plans to hold a series of events to raise
awareness of the service.
If you require any further information you can contact your local PALS representative on the
following numbers:

Jane Elliott - PALS Manager
Telephone: 01782 427329 Freephone: 0800 389 8832
Answering Machine available

Perseverance
LEMON CREAM
INGREDIENTS:
3 ½ lbs,

Either Marrow or Pumpkin ( Peeled & Seeded)

1 ld,

Cooking Apples ( Peeled & Cored)

4 oz,

Sugar for Apples

1,

Only Lime

2 ½ lbs,
4-5

Sugar

Lemons Juiced and Grated Rind

6 oz,

Butter

(Using Marrow)
Steam Marrow for 6-10 minutes or Microwave for 10 minutes and
leave to drain for 1-2 hours. Then mash well and put into jam
saucepan.
(Using Pumpkin)
Cut Pumpkin into wedges , with peel still on (like cutting lemon
slices). After removing seeds & center, leave peel on and either
Steam for 6-10 minutes or Microwave for 10 minutes slices. You
then remove the flesh away from the peel and weigh the flesh
accordingly.
Cook Apples with 4 oz Sugar and juice from a Lime, use only the
flesh of the Marrow not the pith or the peel. Add Apple mixture to
massed Marrow or Pumpkin, stir well in. Pour the 2 ½ lbs of
Sugar over the mixture without stirring. Take the finely grated
rind from all the Lemons, place on top of the mixture, then pour
the juice from all of the Lemons over the whole of the mixture.
Cover saucepan and leave to marinade for a few hours, or even
better over night.
When the mixture has had time to marinade place the saucepan on
to heat, now stir the mixture with a wooden spoon, bring slowly to
the boil, adding the 6 oz of butter. Stir the mixture continuously
for 20 minutes.
Remove from heat, leave for 2-3 minutes to cool. You then take
sufficient, heated sterilized jars and ladle in the mixture.
Cap whilst still hot and leave to cool.
This will make (6-7 1 lbs) 754 gr jars.
This will keep really well.
P.s. The seeds from the Marrow & Pumpkin are very good to eat
when fresh and moist.
Peter W Hodgkins.

Kevin smith
Your local
friendly Dairyman
Fresh
Cream
To
order

Written By Grace from the W.I.
Two frogs fell into a can of cream
Or so it has been told
The sides of the can were shiny and steep
The cream was deep and cold.
Oh! What’s the use? Said number one
It’s plain no helps around
Goodbye my friend, goodbye sad world
And weeping still he drowned.
But number two of sterner stuff
Dog paddled in surprise
Then while he licked his creamy lips
And blinked his creamy eyes.
I’ll swim at least a while he thought
Or so it has been said
It wouldn't help the world at all
If one more frog were dead.
For an hour or more he kicked and swam
Not once did he stop to mutter
Then stepped out from the island he had made
From freshly churned best butter.

Treacle Toffee
Ingredients:
1lb Granulated Sugar
12oz Butter
1 Large can condensed milk.
1lb Tin of black treacle
Put ingredients in large, thick bottomed
saucepan.
Boil for approx 15 mins.
Drop small amount in cup of cold water to
see if set.
If set, turn into greased toffee tin.
When cold, break into pieces.
Dust with icing sugar and store
in an air tight tin in fridge

Fresh milk Delivered daily
Also available
Pops & juice, Fresh eggs &
potatoes

For information Tel: 07967 649285

Fred: ‘I think a wife over forty should be
like four ten pound notes.’
Tom: ‘In what way.’
Fred: ‘ Well you could then change them for
two twenties.’

Peapods Christmas Trivia Issue 6
1.

Christmas Island is surrounded by which ocean?

2.

In a “Christmas Carol”, on what date is
Scrooge first visited by the ghost of Marley?

3.

What was the biggest selling single in the UK in the
1980’s?

4.

Which European country began the tradition of
exchanging gifts at Christmas time?

5

In the song The Twelve Days of Christmas, what is
the partridge in a pear tree said to symbolize?

6

Which country traditionally provides Britain with a
Christmas tree for Trafalgar Square in London?

7.

Which famous ballet is about a young girl’s broken
Christmas present?

8

Who wrote the song “White Christmas”?

9

Who wrote the Christmas story, “The Snowman”?

10. Which Cliff Richard single was at number one over
Christmas in the UK in 1988?
11. If you were born on Christmas Day, what would your
star sign be?
12. In “The Twelve Days of Christmas”, what were there
four of?

Sponsored by:

Peapods

Your local General Store

CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
(01782)721885 For your Free local deliveries.

In the Potting shed
Tips for your plants
If you decide to go away for a few days at
Christmas, here’s a tip to keep your house
plants moist. First give the plant a good
watering, then take some pebbles and place
them over any exposed compost around the
plant. The pebbles will help to keep in the
moisture.
When leaving plants for a few days you can
take an old towel, soak it in water, place into
an old bowl or container, then place your
house plants on top of the wetted material.
This will allow the plants to take up moisture.
You should never leave plants soaking in
water for great lengths of time, as this may
cause the roots to become
waterlogged and rot.
Flowers
Short stemmed flowers will last longer if you
place them into a bowl of wet sand, rather
than a bowl of water.
Woody stemmed flowers will benefit by
having their stems bashed a little, apart from
roses.

To participate you must live in the Parish of Audley, or
if you are a winner from outside the Parish you must
be prepared to collect your ‘Prize’.
Please send your entries to:
ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot
Staffs ST7 8QL
Please enclose your Name, Address & Phone Number

It is said that Foxgloves will prolong the lives
of other companions in the same vase of
water.

All entries in by: 30th January 2005

If you have any tips which may help us to
keep our plants, or gardens, in tip top
condition, please let us hear from you.

First correct entry out of the hat wins:

Bouquet of Flowers

Tulips and Daffodils, hate to be in the same
proximity. Therefore they should not be
placed in the same vase.

Supplied by: Peapods

Bridge House Miles Green
We have recently purchased the property known as ‘Bridge
House’, in Heathcote Road Miles Green. Is it possible that there
is someone out there who can help? We are looking for any old
photographs which show this property as it was many years ago.
We understand that it has had a number of uses, which include a
Doctors Surgery, Sweet Shop and an ale house. I would be most
grateful to have copies of these if possible. Either contact the
Editor or you can contact me:
Andrew Beech at Tel: 01782 722106
Many thanks

Contact the Editor ACN
The only thought that prevents me from
being a bigamist, is the thought of having
two mother-in-laws.

www.audley.net
For events, family history,
Rotary information.
Also for your very own local
E-mail address.

“ For All Occasions”

Night of Stars

Flowers & Bouquets
What a night of entertainment we
all had at Audley Workingmen's
Club.
The Audley Residents Association
held their “Stars in their Eyes”
evening, on Thursday 14th Oct in
aid of the kids of Audley.
This was a very memorable night,
with such an array of acts to entertain the large audience which
gathered. Just to see people enjoying themselves, was the most important thing.
People of all ages entertained us,
but knowing the proceeds were going to a good cause made the
whole night worth while. The association wish to take this opportunity to thank everyone
concerned and give a special
thanks to
Audley Club for the use of the
room.
The amount raised was £333.85p

Funeral Tributes
Wedding Flowers
& Gifts
For all Occasions

Hand ties etc
Greeting Cards For all
occasions

80A Church Street Audley Sot
Tel: 01782 720060
Order Your Flowers & Bouquets

Same Day Delivery
Free Delivery in the Parish
Sunday Delivery by Arrangement

Audley Male Voice Choir
The following venues, will give you the opportunity to see
your local Audley Male Voice Choir:
December 3rd 2004 St Andrews Church Westlands
January 24th 2005 Tunstall Parish Church
February 5th 2005 Kidsgrove Town Hall
March

13th 2005 Victoria Hall

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot Staffs
Tuesday is Darts
Night

??? Quiz Night ???
Many Prizes to be won
9.00 pm 1st & 3rd Wednesday every Month
Why not come along and join in?

Sky TV
Live Football

Quality Beers & Wines
Special Guest Ales

01782 720622

Bar Meals
Now Available
Sandwiches, Rolls
Burgers, Chips, Pies

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
John Jackson
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
FRESHLY COOKED MEATS & FREEZER
ORDERS VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE
Tel: (01782) 720737

OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK

A Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all our customers

To contribute to the newsletter:

Customer: How much for these two pies?
Assistant: ‘90 pence’.
Customer: ‘How much for one’.
Assistant: ‘60 pence’.
Customer: ‘I’ll have the other one’

Just pick up that pen or ring the Editor with your
tales from the past, memories you’d like to share,
funny stories, tips for the home and garden, handy
hints, poetry, rhyme, jokes, children's
‘Waiter! There’s a fly in my soup.’
stories or interests & events throughout the Parish ‘Sorry would you prefer it to be served
Tel: 01782 721565
separately?’
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WORD SEARCH
PUBS IN & AROUND
THE PARISH
BLUEBELL
BOUGHEY ARMS,
BUTCHERS ARMS
BROUGHTON ARMS
CREWE ARMS
CROWN INN
GRESLEY ARMS
HAND AND TRUMPET
OFFLEY ARMS
PLOUGH
POTTERS LODGE
RAILWAY
ROYAL OAK
SWAN
WHITE LION
The news team do try to ensure,
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Audley Rotary Club
Father Christmas dates & routes
Monday 6th DEC
WATERHAYES VILLAGE
TUESDAY 7th DEC
RED STREET & WATERHAYES

FRIDAY 10th DEC
MADELEY HEATH & BETLEY
MONDAY 13th DEC
MADELEY
TUESDAY 14th DEC
SCOT HAY
WEND 15th DEC
WOOD LANE
THURS 16th DEC
BIGNALL END
FRIDAY 17th DEC
AUDLEY
Father Christmas commences his
journey at 5.30 pm from each
venue
*************************
TREE OF LIGHT
DONNA LOUISE TRUST
Tree lights switched on:
Friday 3rd December
At Audley Library Time - 19.00
Audley Brass Band
will play carols etc.

Dear Editor,
Hope you can use the
photograph enclosed. This is a photo taken
at the 1950 Audley Police New Year’s Eve
dance, held in the Audley Infants School.
We had no ‘Rock and Roll’ in those days, we
had to be content with dancing the night
away to Old Time dances such as –The Barn
Dance or The Boston Two Step. Other
dances were included, like The Quick Step,
Slow Foxtrot and the Waltz. Sergeant
Lawrence is seated on the front row. I
wonder if your readers can recognise anyone
from the photograph.
These were wonderful nights to attend and
this photo brings back such happy memories.
Yours Joan Tomkinson.

Improvements to St James Church
By the time you read this article we will have finished a major
rewire of Saint James Church, which will have cost nearly
£16,000 including Vat, which we cannot reclaim. We rewired
around 25 years ago and the copper sheathed cable was used,
which we were told would last decades. This however has
reacted with the sandstone and part have rotted away.
During the last few months we have had to manage with several
overhead heaters out of action, but fortunately it was the
summer months. Full heating has now been restored. Other
jobs we are tackling because of the ‘Control of Asbestos at
Work Act 2002’,involves an expensive survey and then control,
and removal of any asbestos discovered. We have been
surprised how much there is and where it appears (in the organ,
cellar and on the roof).
The front part of the church hall, which borders Church Street,
has recently been re-roofed at a cost of £11,000 and we are in the
process of alterations to the toilets including the lower hall
to conform to the disability act which has recently come into
force.
The running cost of St James Church costs over £2000 per week,
without salaries for our administrator and youth worker. The
Congregation manage to give this money.
The extra expenses which crop up from time to time stretch us.
We are holding gift days on Saturday 18th and Sunday 19th
December. This will include our Carols by Candlelight
Service, to allow people of Audley Parish to help with
the work and to keep our fine old church in tip top
condition.

NEW YEARS EVE 1950
AUDLEY POLICE DANCE

74A Church Street, Audley, Stoke on Trent, ST7 8DA Tel: 01782 723723
Horse Care All you need for Horse & Rider
Fully inclusive treatment
IS YOUR POOCH
Grooming Products, Feed Supplements, Jodhpurs,
LOOKING A MUDDY Bath, Flea, Clip, Ears, Trim
and
Nail’s
Riding Hats & Boots, Reflective Wear, Rugs.
MUTT?
Prices start from £15
Microchipping £17
Collection & Delivery

Doggy treats & a range of Coats & Sweaters
www.woofsandwhinnies.co.uk Tel: 01782 723723

Sarah Hursthouse
Canine Corner?
My dog always seems miserable at Christmas
time. He goes off his food and seems to mope
about. I really want him to enjoy the fun!
Can you help?
Answer:
Dogs like their routines. They are used to a
certain way of life, getting up at a certain
time, going for a walk, owners going out to
work, being fed at a given time etc.
Christmas can change all of this. Different
routines, lots of people about, noise, different
food etc can all upset him. Try to keep to
your normal routines as much as possible,
give him some quiet time at home without
visitors and don't be tempted to feed him too
many Christmas treats instead of his normal
food. Keep life as normal as possible and he’ll
be fine. Don’t change his routine but add
extra nice things to it like extra walks and

Second Hand Tack
Shop
Jackets, Hats, Rugs
Leatherwork , Numnahs

Rugs
Cleaned
& Repaired

Co-op outing can any one say when and where
they were going? This is an inquiry from
Sid Wally of Kidsgrove.

Audley & District W.I
Hello once again from the Audley & District W.I. We've had a brilliant year. February brought a visit from
Martin Thomas, talking about his trip to Everest, we laughed until our stomachs ached, listening to his tales.
We expanded our waistline in April, sampling Helers cheese. Then we danced it off on our birthday party in
June, when we joined in the Scottish Reel with our Scottish dancers finishing with ‘Auld Lang Sine’ . A very
memorable birthday. We then loosened our stays with Mary Garrot in August the least said the better, our
reputation of course.
Reg and Pauline Johnson gave us an amusing and interesting talk about our very own theatre in the village.

But our ‘piece de resistance’ had to be October when Judy Townsend cooked a 3 course meal in a wok, for us
all. We started with prawn crackers and curry parcels, followed by chicken, mushrooms, bean sprouts and veg,
then chicken and mushroom fried rice. This was then followed by all time favourite banana fritters in syrup.
Judy cooked every thing in front of us, using a wok, while telling us amusing tales. Judy is a
wonderful lady, who has visited us before. She also told us that she was a ‘Bin baby’. For those who don’t
know what this is, she was found abandoned as a baby in China, fifty years ago. At that time babies were seen
as surplus to requirements. Luckily she was found and survived to become a wonderful human being.
All this and we still have ‘The tale of the Toilet’ and a Christmas party to look forward to!
We’ve fundraised for Donna Louise and the Chernobyl children, visited the theatre, made the tea at the Blood
Donors day and enjoyed a lovely trip to Evesham. See you next time: Anne

Handy Household Tips
When mixing plaster or any dry ingredient to
water, always add the ingredient to the water, to
avoid the mixture from going too lumpy or wet.
When filling holes made by nails, screws or fine
cracks. If you find you have run out of filler, here
is an alternative. Use toothpaste as when
completely dry this will form a rock hard surface.
To avoid an electric-drill from slipping on most
surfaces, tiles ,wood, mark the place to drill with
a good marker pencil. Then place masking tape
over the marked position. Make sure you cover a
large enough area with the tape, but do not over
lap the marked position, as you will then not be
able to see the drilling position.
When decorating with wall paper, we have all had
the problems of bubbles and shiny patches on the
paper.
Bubbles? May be caused by either, too much or
not sufficient paste being applied.
First don’t do anything for 24 hours, as they may
disappear when drying out.
However if one still remains here are a couple of
tips which may help. First pierce with a point of a
very sharp craft knife, this will allow any
excessive paste to escape. I f this happens, you
then take a damp cloth wipe down the bubble and
leave to dry. If no paste appears, then you have
probably not put sufficient paste on the paper and
it’s full of air. You then need to fill it with paste,
by using a small artists paint brush. When you
have applied paste inside the bubble, then sponge
it down and leave to dry.
Shiny Patch? This may be caused by paste which
has dried on the surface of the wallpaper. To
remove them rub gently with a ball of white bread.

TOWN & COUNTRY
SECURITY
INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS FOR:
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL & EQUINE
INSTALLATION / SYSTEMS UPGRADED
LOCAL SERVICE CONTRACTS ACCEPTED

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE
FOR ‘FREE’ SURVEY OR ADVICE CONTACT
TIM WITHINGTON
Tel: 01782 721727 or Mobile 07976 154411

Audley Community
Centre
Car Boot Sale
Last Saturday Of Every Month
Quaint View from the past? From Page 2
Is Wilbrahams Walk Audley

St James’ Church Audley
Services & Activities at St James’ Church
December 2004
Saturday 4th December
Bryn Haworth Concert with a hint of Christmas.
Tickets from the Parish Office.

Sunday 12th December
Christingle & Children’s Christmas Praise 10.30 am.

Just a Smile
Patient! ‘When I stand up quickly I see Donald
Duck and Pluto, then when I bend suddenly I see
Mickey Mouse and Popeye.’
‘Oh,’ said the Doctor ’how long have you been
having these Disney spells?’
Did you hear about the doctor who tried to be a
kidnapper?
He failed because no one could read his ransom
notes.

Saturday 18th December
Church Open Day & Gift Day.

Sunday 19th December
Carols by Candlelight 6.30 pm.

Friday Christmas Eve
3.30 pm Crib Service (especially for under 7 years old)
11.30 pm Holy Communion.

Sunday 26th December
10.00 am Holy Communion BCP.

1963

Audley
Ex Servicemen FC
1963
To the left is a photograph of
one of the past very successful
local football teams, which
graced the fields of the parish
in the 1960’s.
I can associate myself with
this team, as I often went to
watch many of their home
games. No doubt many of
them will say they have not
changed in appearance, I will
leave this to the readers to
make their own judgement!!

Disappointment for Parish Team
Audley Parish Bowling team took a knock back this
season, when they lost in the F S Jones cup final against a very
1. Which Formula One team went into
strong Florence Private team, played at Wolstanton WMC.
liquidation in January 2002?
This was then followed by being knocked out of the all
2. Zola Budd was blamed for the fall of
England Parks championship, played at the Wirral. The only
consolation coming out of this match was that the team which
which runner during the 1984 Olympic
defeated Audley, were a team from the Wirral. It also came
3,000 metres race?
out that they had previously played on the green many times
3. Who scored England's second goal in the
in the past, therefore giving them a great advantage. All I can
1966 World Cup Final?
say is that it it was a very enjoyable day out.

Issue 6 Sports Trivia

Name the Football Teams
Find the name of either an English or
Scottish Football Team
1

HAWIAAN
GREETING

2

NOT A NORTH
OR SOUTH
COUNTRY

3

DETECTIVES
NEED THEM

4

LARGER THAN
DUCK POND

5

WHERE YOU
SEND AN
ENEMY

6

VEHICLE
SURROUNDED BY
WATER

7

GLASS
MANSION

8

FAMOUSE
HAIR CUT OF
YESTERDAY

4. Why is John Emburey’s score of 46 for an
England XI v Hobart in 1986 a record in
first –class cricket?
5. Which British golfer won more major
championships in the 1990s than any
other player?
6. What is the last event of the Olympic
decathlon?
7. Which Scottish football team play at
Somerset Park?
8. Who fought Muhammad Ali in the
“Thriller in Manilla”?
9. In which sport would you ‘loop’, ‘chop’,
‘double bounce’ and ‘sidespin’?
10. In darts what is the second highest check
out score?
11. What is the name of the Oxford reserve
crew for the university boat race?
12. What is the maximum legal length of a
cricket bat?
13. With which team did Michael
Schumacher win his first two titles?
14. What connections do Newcastle United
and Exeter City have?

(Answers on page 27).

Halmer End Bowling Success
Congratulations must go to Halmer End Bowling Club after having being out in the wilderness for a number
of seasons, unable to win any silverware. However after a very successful season this year, they have become Division 3 Champions of the Sandbach League. This is no mean feat, as there are no poor teams in
these leagues.
Trevor Harrison, as captain, has done an excellent job of gathering together this winning team, even after he
himself has undergone major heart surgery. This to me is a reward that Trevor deserves, as he dedicates
most of his spare time to organising local bowling events. Well done to all concerned!
This will also mean another clash of the local giants, reviving the Omerend and Adley matches, as with
promotion, they are both now in the same division.
Not to leave Mr Tony Goldstraw out of the limelight, just a joke Tony!! Early in September 2004 at the
Clough Hall Bowling Green, Tony became the 2004 Newcastle Mid Week Bowling League, Champion of
Champions.

Competition News
The Stuart Harrison Memorial Trophy, was once again competed for, at the Halmer End Bowling Club, on
Sunday the 26th September 2004.

Winner: Eric Phillips of Audley.
Audley under 9s Reach Cricket Final
Audley Cricket Club’s under nines reached the final of the South Moorlands (Trophy supplies) Junior Cricket
League, played at Oakamoor Cricket Club on Sunday 12th September, 2004.
Audley eventually finishing as runners-up to Little stoke, narrowly losing by four runs, in adverse weather
conditions. The final marked the end of a successful season for the Audley team, which are run by Phil
Hemmings and Alan Griffiths.
The players on the day were as follows: Rob Hemmings, Sam Longstaff, Thomas Rutter, Tom Purkin, Matt
Hulse, Oliver Horne, Oliver Jepson, Jordan Muncey, Joel Horne, Keira Joynson, Ben Brierton, Luke
Furnival, Ryan Brookes, James Bridgett, Josh Walley, & Thomas Kemp. (Training starts April 2005)

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 6 days per week
Mon. Tue. Wed. 9.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am - 7.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 5.00

Kids.

£ 4.50

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 3.20

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 3.50
Wash & Cut.

£ 6.50

Beard Trim.

£ 1.30

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office

North West Staffordshire Rural Community Forum
http://nwsrcf.proboards20.com
My name is Dawn, and I am a Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator in Bignall End, and
together with the assistance of Acting Police Sergeant Martin Steventon, a new community
interactive information site has been generated to meet the needs of the local Policing
Community Action Team (CAT) and the community.
If you have access to the internet, (if you don’t check out your local library or No.38)
please make a note of the above website address, and log onto it the next time you are
on-line. It is the new North West Staffordshire Rural Community Forum, covering Audley,
Bignall End, Betley, Halmerend, Loggerheads, Madeley, Whitmore and surrounding areas
It is the Site where you can have your say and be heard, express your concerns, opinions
and social comments, so that people can read and respond to them. You don’t have to say
anything you could just simply sit back and read all that is on the site.
The Site already has the input of Neighbourhood Watch, Trading Standards
Watchdogs, and the Police’s Community Action Team (PC George Heppell, PC Alan Rhodes,
PC Lisa Bounford, PC Paul Betteley and Acting Sergeant Martin Steventon). It is hoped that
we may be able to encourage you, your neighbours, and local Councillors, to take part, and
therefore keep everyone informed of what is happening in your area.
As so many people feel, nowadays, that they do not know what is happening in their own
locality, and what their local authorities are doing, this site can be a valuable asset to the
community and will hopefully help to put the balance right……….it just needs YOU.
Please log on now…...and help to create a useful community site for the benefit of us all
as this is your opportunity to give information, and to stay informed of what is happening in
your area.
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to keep the local authorities informed.
Remember the address:- http://nwsrcf.proboards20.com.
Registration is FREE, and you only give as much (or as little) information as you wish.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and we hope to hear from you soon.

Cancer and Leukaemia in Childhood Fundraiser
Audley Community Centre

Saturday 11th December 2004

10.ooam until 2.00pm

Admission FREE
All proceeds from this event are to be donated to CLIC Cancer and Leukaemia in Childhood
Bring n Buy—Raffle—Tea/Coffee and Biscuits—Make your own Christmas Card
This event is being supported by Audley Community Centre, Audley Community News,
Community Link and Audley Adult Learning Centre.

Old spectacles wanted
Newcastle Lions Cub need your
old spectacles. Sight is a special
thing, often taken for granted. As part of the
Lions International SightFirst programme, the
world’s largest blindness prevention
programme, old spectacles are being collected
locally to send to third world countries to be
re-used and help save people’s sight.
Send your old spectacles to: Newcastle Lions,
PO Box 480, Newcastle, STAFFS, ST5 3TJ or
call Sarah on 01782 714776 to arrange
collection.
NEW LIONS NEEDED . . .
If you enjoy meeting new people
and helping local people or socialising while raising money for good
causes, why not join the Lions?
For more information about joining the Lions
or for more information about the Lions Eye
Health Programme in the UK and abroad,
please contact John or Kath on 01782
610623 or visit www.lions.org.uk

FREE COMPUTER COURSES
Have you just about mastered a
computer but would like to learn
more? Do you fancy gaining some
desktop publishing experience or want to
improve your Internet and email skills?
Contact Richard at Community Link on
01782 297467 for information about
new courses starting in Audley in
January

THE NORTH
STAFFORDSHIRE
Saturday’s fixture was at “Old Peel”, not far
distant from Audley. Mr.Reginald Wood controlled
the proceedings and the field that assembled included
Mr. and Mrs John Knight, Miss Twyford, Mr.Arthur
Brocklehurst, Mr and Mrs Fletcher-Twemlow, Mr
and Mrs James Heathcote, Mrs Macdonald, Mr
Hutsby, Mr Cadman, Mr Blade, Mr W Blockley, Mr
J Radford-Norcup etc, while quite a crowd of visitors
were on foot. Little of interest transpired at Mill
Dale, which was first negotiated, but a fox was
encountered just outside the cover, and furnished a
short ring round as far as “Old Peel” where he was
killed. The Domvilles proved tenantless and on
carrying operations over to Foxley another customer
was roused, though he was chopped over without
taking the open country. Following an unsuccessful
trial at Barthomley Mill, the best sport of the day was
obtained from Balterley Heath. Hounds quickly
pushed their quarry out by way of Balterley Hall and
Betley Gorse, thence by Knowle Bank and
Craddock’s Moss, across the North Stafford Railway
as far as Leycett. Hereabouts the fugitive was
penetrating the colliery district so he was not pursued
further. Nevertheless, it was a capital spin up to this
point, and very fast. Betley Mere was blank, and the
remainder of the day was spent in the extensive
woods at Wrinehill, where however it was found
impossible to persuade a fox to leave his shelter.
Staffordshire Advertiser 7th February 1914

(Please note—the newsletter is not offeran opinion on fox hunting. This piece
part of local history and topical)
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Made myself a snowball
As perfect as can be,
I thought I’d keep it as a pet
And let it sleep with me.
Peapods Trivia
I made it some pyjamas
And a pillow for its head,
Then last night it ran away
But first ………….. It wet the bed.

Issue 4 Winner:
Mrs A Brown, Benjammins Way Bignall End.
Issue 5 Winner:
Mrs V Downs, Vernon Avenue
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CONNEXIONS DROP-IN SESSIONS
FRIDAYS FROM 2pm—3pm
IN AUDLEY LIBRARY

Dog Grooming Service

Aimed at 16 to 19 year olds who may be
unemployed, doing a course at college they hate and
want to change, may be working part time and want
full time work, perhaps at home with a young baby or
don’t know what to do and want to know what's out
there for them.

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Tel: 01782 721735
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Contact Louise Ibbotson on 01782 297383, email
louise.ibbotson@cxstaffs.co.uk or just drop into
Audley Library on a Friday between 2pm-3pm

30 Years Experience

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH

AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
ROOM FOR HIRE
BAR , KITCHEN & DISCO SPACE AVAILABLE
IDEAL FOR PARTIES FUNCTIONS & MEETINGS

Tel: Vic Wilson : 01782 729083

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES
COUNCILOR
ANDREW WEMYSS

AUDLEY LIBRARY
Christmas 2004 & New Year 2005
Opening Times

Fri 24th Dec - 9.00—1.00
Sat 25th—Christmas Day
Mon 27th Dec—Closed

Tel. (01782) 723117

Tues 28th Dec—Closed

andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Wed 29th Dec—Closed

***************************************

Thurs 30th Dec 9.00—1.00 2.00—5.00

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES

Fri 31st Jan 9.00—1.00 2.00—5.00

Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for any
information regarding Council matters.

Sat 1st Jan—Closed
Mon 3rd Jan—Closed
Tues 4th Jan—9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00
Hall Street, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent ST7 8DB
Tel: 01782 720527

A Very Merry Christmas

Remember You can
Advertise Your Unwanted Goods

Here
Contact: 01782 721565

Audley & District W.I
Why Jesus is better than Santa Clause
Santa lives in the North Pole
Jesus is everywhere
Santa rides in a sleigh
Jesus rides on the wind and walks on the water
Santa comes but once a year
Jesus is an ever present help
Santa fills your stockings with goodies…
Jesus supplies all your needs
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited...
Jesus stands at your door and knocks
and then enters your heart when invited
You have to wait in line to see Santa…
Jesus is close at the mention of his name
Santa lets you sit on his lap...
Jesus lets you rest in his arms
Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can say is,
“Hi little boy (or girl) what's your name?”
Jesus knew your name before we did.
Not only does he know our name,
he knows your address too.
He knows our history and future.
And he even knows how many hairs on our heads.
Santa has a belly like a bowel full of Jelly…
Jesus has a heart full of love.
All Santa can offer is HO HO HO...
Jesus offers health, help and hope.
Santa says “You better not cry”...
Jesus says “Cast all your cares on me for I care for
you”.
Santa’s little helpers make toys...
Jesus makes new life, mends wounded hearts
And builds mansions.
Santa is a “Jolly old elf”
Jesus is king of kings.
Santa may make you chuckle but..
Jesus gives you joy that is your strength.
While Santa puts gifts under your tree...
Jesus became our gift and died on a tree.
Found and sent in by Barbara Jones.

Editor:
I would just like to say a big thank you to Audley
Rotary Club, for inviting me to give a talk about the
Newsletter. I really enjoyed the pleasant evening

and was made to feel most welcome.

Programme for 2005
January 19th Donna Louise Trust
February 16th Modern Marquetry
March 16th

Thorntons Chocolates.

April 20th

Albrighton Pottery

May 18th

A.G.M.

June 15th

W.I 50th Birthday Party

For further information contact:
Anne 01782 721957
or
Glenis 01782 722009

To subscribe to the ACN Newsletter
Contact the Editor
01782 721565
Cost £8.00 per year.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS
Well Christmas is on its way
quicker than we think
perhaps we need to highlight
the problems caused by drink
The problems caused by drink
Are many, many fold
As by the health people and police
We keep being told
Liver problems, skin problems,
Driving problems too
Are only a few of the things
That can happen to you
People die, are hurt, or
Disabled for life
It could be your son, daughter,
Husband, or wife.
We need to think more
Take responsibility for what we do
And remember, really remember
That the problems on the road are really down
To ME n YOU.
Dawn Dobson

Newcastle Under Lyme College
Adult and Community Education
Thomas Boughey High School , Halmerend
Course Details
Badminton
Dressmaking
Keep Fit to Pop
Salsa
Using a Computer
Word Processing Skills

Computers for absolute beginners
Flower Arranging
Photography
Soft Furnishing
Wood Work / Turning

Wood lane community centre
Calligraphy
Computers for Absolute Beginners
Computers From Scratch
Creative Crafts
Digital Photography
French Conversation
Italian for beginners
painting for pleasure
newsletters, posters and crafts using a computer
Spanish conversation
upholstery
Using your digital camera
yoga
For any more information about any of the above courses please telephone
Claire Albrighton on 01782 296628 after 4 pm
or janet Scrivens on 01782 254211

The Rotary Club of Audley invite you

Can you Adam and Eve it?

Join us and light up this Christmas

A Scottish police dog handler has claimed that the
constant barking of his Alsatian police dog has
made him deaf and was making a personal injury
claim for £15,000. It was settled out of court.
After a vehicle crash a driver sued a motor
manufacturer for not stating in the drivers handbook
that you had to stay at the steering wheel of your
vehicle when you had put your car in cruise control.
While driving down the motorway in his brand new
motor home, he set the speed to 70 miles per hour
on the cruise control, he then went into the back of
the vehicle to make a cup of coffee. You can just
imagine what happened!! He was awarded £960,000.

You are invited to sponsor a light on our
Village Christmas Tree
(which has been provided by the Rotary Club)
In memory of a loved one or as a gift in
honour of a friend or relative.
All funds realised will go towards
Tree Tops Children’s Hospice in Trentham
(The Donna Louise Trust)

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS
Tel: (01782) 720506
EDDIE

MEL

COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH
Tel: (01782) 722847

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL
10.00 am –11 am. Second Saturday of the month.
WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE
APEDALE ROAD

ANN

A Very Merry
Christmas &
Happy New
Year

Where you can find us

G K MTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT

Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944

AUTO WELDING
SPECIALIST
Pre MOT
Inspection

GENERAL
AUTO REPAIRS

MOT FAILURES
FREE ESTIMATES
Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

BACKCHESTER
ROAD

AUDLEY POST OFFICE
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
HALMER END POST OFFICE
WOOD LANE POST OFFICE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE LIBRARY
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
HALL STREET SWEETS & TOY SHOP
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
PEAPODS CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE

SPORTS TRIVIA ANSWERS

A holiday is something you have
for two weeks, that takes you
fifty weeks to pay for.

1.
2.
Dear Readers,
3.
Finally we wish every one, 4.
a very Merry Christmas and a
5.
Happy New Year. The news
6.
team would also like to take this 7.
8.
opportunity to thank all the
people who make those fantastic 9.
10.
donations in 2004, as without
11.
their support we would find it
difficult to survive. Also we wish 12.
13.
to thank all the distribution
14.

centres, for their help in making
sure that you, the readers,
receive the Newsletter .

PROST GRAND PRIX
MARY DECKER
MARTIN PETERS
ALL WERE BOUNDARIES
NICK FALDO
1500M
AYR UNITED
JOE FRAZIER
TABLE TENNIS
167
ISIS
38 INCHES / 96.5CM
BENETTON
SAME GROUND NAMES

Hope you all enjoy the Sports trivia?
We will have more next time.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

ALLOA
MIDDLESBOROUGH
LEEDS
SWANSEA
COVENTRY
CARLISLE
CRYSTAL PALACE
CREWE
Name the Football Team.

The News Team Wish All Our Advertisers A Merry Xmas &Prosperous New Year
We Thank You All For Your Continued Support Throughout 2004

Horsleys

Logs for
Sale

Logs for
Sale

63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
01782 / 720507
Call in and see our
extensive range of
DIY Goods
Paints, Wood, Glass,
Nails & Adhesives

We are suppliers of:
Many ‘Fancy Goods’,
Extensive choice household
Items in stock

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware
Pet Food
Horse Feed
Fishing
Tackle

‘Competitive Prices’

‘Free’ Local Deliveries
Tel: 01782 / 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

Tel: (01782) 720333
SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS
TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE
‘MOT’?
Just Leave It With ‘Graig’
Appointments Welcome
Or just Call

Merry Xmas & Happy New Year

A Very Merry Christmas to you all

For all your gardening needs
High Quality
Gardening
Items
Including Tools
Plants & Seeds

Audley Plumbing
&
Heating Services
Corgi Registration / No 207819
Local Family Business
For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

Fast Efficient Friendly
Service
35 Years Experience
No Job To Small
Bathroom suites Replaced
All Work Guaranteed
Contracts Undertaken
Private & Commercial

24 Hour Emergency Call
Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate

EXHAUST FITTING
BAY

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY

JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’
Tel: (01782) 720333
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

Emergency
07780505191

