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Dear Readers,
Welcome to a second year with the Audley Community News. The Newsletter was
introduced to the Parish in September 2003. During the past 12 months we have produced 4 issues,
delivering over 4,500 copies containing up to 28 pages per edition of local news and events from in and
around the Parish of Audley. You can also log onto the Newsletter via the Internet by visiting our website
www.audleycommunitynews.ik.com.
You can contact us by email, audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com. We will be pleased to hear from
you. To send any information for us to use in the Newsletter our address is ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall
End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL. We have just about scraped through with our finances, having been assisted by
funding from Staffordshire County Council (Eddie Boden to thank for this) and EverybodyOnline. Local people have also been very supportive with donations which have helped to cover the cost of the
Newsletter. Without this support we could not survive, I therefore appeal to everyone to be generous with
their donations, if you want the Newsletter to continue.
I do hope you have time to read the Newsletter and that it contains items of information to suit your needs.
We are grateful to all the people who have sent in old photographs from around the Parish and I hope to
publish as many as possible in the following issues of the Newsletters. The Newsletter has been contacted
by a number of people from outside the parish, who in the past were residents of the parish, who have
commented how much they enjoyed reading the newsletter. The stories from the past old photographs
have stirred up many memories. I invite you to write your stories and continue to send the photographs in
to me, the editor. We are still looking for more help to produce the newsletter and we are quite sure that if
you came along you would enjoy it. We also have a subscription service which will enable you to receive
a copy of the future issues by post, at a cost of £8.00 per year. To subscribe please send your £8.00,
cheques, payable to Audley Community News, to 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL.
Editor Ernie Moulton

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB GETS A FINANCIAL BOOST
Audley Cricket Club has become the latest grateful recipient of a grant from Staffordshire Council’s
Local Members Initiative Fund. The money will go towards the provision of nets and training facilities for
young cricketers of the village. The chairman of the County Council, Cllr Eddie Boden, was instrumental
in obtaining a grant of £2,000 which the Club will use towards the purchase of land for the construction of
new practice facilities. Audley Cricket Club runs three senior teams and four junior sides - Under 18,
Under 15, Under 13 and Under 11s. Club Secretary John Tryner, commented: “We are extremely grateful
to Cllr Boden for his support of our scheme to improve practice facilities. During the summer months
there can be upward of 50 youngsters practising on a Friday night. These young boys - and girls - are the
future of cricket in the village. We feel that it is important, that we provide them with the proper facilities
and equipment to improve their skills.”

Quaint Views From The
Past
Continuing our Quaint Views
from the Parish. Opposite you
can see a lovely view of a former
cottage and business which was
situated in the Parish. The quaint
building has been gone for many
years, - you could find it difficult
to recognise. Here are a couple
of clues that may help. It was
situated on the main street of
Bignall End. It was also on the
right hand side of the main road,
as you travel towards
Newcastle from Audley
Good Luck! Answer on page 27

Dennis Cartledge
Funeral Directors

Audley Christian Viewpoint

Audley Funeral Home
Ravens Lane Bignall End

“A Beauty From Ashes Day”

Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed

(Cordially Invite You To Share)

(To be led throughout by)

Rees Larcombe.
At St James’ Church Hall, Church St, Audley, Staffs
Saturday Sept 25th 2004 10 am - 4 pm
……….
Come and share a day of rest, ministry, teaching and renewal.
It will be a day to look forward to,
A day of ‘Wonder’
A day to ‘Remember’
A day of ‘Fellowship’
A day of ‘Opportunity’
A day to ask ‘Questions’
A day which, we pray, will be life turning.
……….

IN FACT –A BEAUTIFUL DAY.

www.audley.net
For events, Family history, Rotary
information.
Also for your very own local
E-mail address

IF YOU’D LIKE TO COME WE NEED TO HEAR
FROM YOU VERY SOON.
Tickets (Limited) : £5.00
For further details contact either:
Barbara Jones 01782 720352
Wendy Jessop 01782 720381

The Population of Audley Parish 1801-1931
Information Supplied by Audley & District Family History Society
The first National Census was conducted in 1801 and has continued ever since at 10 yearly intervals, with the
exclusion of 1941, because of the Second World War. Audley parish, for all of the census years to 1921, was
based upon the ecclesiastical parish centred on St. James’ Church, Audley and as such included the Talke,
Butt Lane and Red Street areas. Although the ecclesiastical parish of Talke, centred on St. Martin’s Church,
had been created out of Audley parish in 1859, that area remained a part of Audley for the purposes of local
government. Audley Urban District Council, created in 1894, covered the same area and remained in operation
until 1931. It was only then that Audley parish was finally divided. Upon the creation in 1931 of Newcastle
Rural District Council, the Talke area was transferred to Kidsgrove. The following figures show the total
population of Audley parish taken from the census returns for each of the years, and show a steady increase in
population before the First World War.
1801 2,246
1811 2,618
1821 2,940

1831 3,617
1841 4,474
1851 5,180

1861 6,494
1871 8,955
1881 11,505

1891 12,936
1901 13,918
1911 14,776

1921 14,738

The figure for 1921 comprises: Audley Township 2,711. Bignall End 3,025. Butt Lane 2,998.
Halmer End 3,119. Talke 2,885.
By comparison the figures for 1991 were: Audley & Bignall End 6,183. Butt Lane 5,559.
Halmer end 3,329. Talke 4,404.

AUDLEY & DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
The Parish Postal Service
The first post office in the area was situated in the Kings Head Inn, on Church Bank in Audley
village and according to a directory of 1834, John Dean was the receiver of mail. As this
predates Rowland Hill’s Penny Post by 6 years, it would not be the Royal Mail service we are
familiar with today, but its predecessor. Letters were paid for on arrival and charged by the
distance carried and inns were often used as post offices. Letters from Newcastle-under-Lyme
arrived in Audley at 3 pm and letters were despatched from Audley at 5 pm.
When the prepaid Penny Post service, with the first adhesive stamps was introduced in 1840,
new post offices started to open. The first proper office, long since demolished, was situated in
Church Street, Audley, below Church Bank and directly opposite to the row of shops, also
houses known as the William White Buildings after their architect. The first sub-postmaster
was the same John Dean who held the position until his death in 1846. His wife Elizabeth
appears to have continued the running of the office until their son Thomas took over. The
Deans ran a grocer’s shop along with the post office.
By 1870, with Thomas Dean still in charge, letters were received at 9 am. and despatched at 5
pm. The post town on local letters was then Newcastle-under-Lyme. Audley Post Office
continued to serve the local area until 1878, when a post office opened in Halmer End, run by
William Riley. In 1880 Thomas Dean received mail at 7.30 am and despatched at 6.30 pm.
The office at Halmer End was followed in 1884, or shortly before, by a new office in Bignall
End, run by Jabez Brindley and was situated at the bottom of Boon Hill. Letters arrived from
Newcastle at 7 am. and were despatched at 6.40 pm. Letters were received at Halmer End in
1884 at 7.45 am, then despatched at 6.10 pm and again at 7.55 pm.
An office in Wood Lane came next, in or before 1896, run by Mrs. Elizabeth Statham. Letters
were received via Bignall End at 7.30 am. and were despatched at 7.30 pm.
Finally came the office at Alsagers Bank, in or shortly before 1912. Mrs. Selina Dickin was the
first sub-postmistress. Letters were received at 7.30 am and 5.45 pm these came from
Newcastle. They were despatched at 9.10 am and 8.10 pm. By 1924 a major change had
taken place, which has continued to this day – The postal address for the local area
became Stoke-on-Trent.
By 1932 John Dodd was the sub-postmaster at Audley in premises at 33 Church Street (now
the dental surgery). William Evans was at 205 High Street, Alsagers Bank. Halmer End post
office was inside Wm. Riley & Sons, Ironmongers at 213 High Street. Wood Lane was situated
at Statham’s Grocery at 80 Apedale Road and Bignall End was still on the corner of Boon Hill,
but run by Samuel Brindley.
Audley post office moved later to 76 Church Street adjacent to Heath’s Newsagents. Today the
Post offices are at 67 Church Street in Audley, 30 Ravens Lane in Bignall End, 163 High Street in
Alsagers Bank, 2 Wood View in Wood Lane and at 250 High Street in Halmer End.

Audley & District Family History Society 2004
Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall:
Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4 pm. on Wed. 1st Sept / Wed. 6th. October / Wed. 3rd. Nov
Research 7-9 pm. on Fri. 1st. October
Talks 7.30-9 pm. on Fri. 3rd. Sept / Fri. 5th. Nov.
All enquiries Tel. 01782 720495

All above information supplied by Clive Millington

William Riley & Son Limited
Est 1852 Halmer End Post Office
The Riley family were nail makers in Wood Lane near Audley in the early 1800’s and moved to High Street
Halmer End in 1852. They set up a business as White Smiths sharpening and tempering tools for the colliery industry.
Colliery and agricultural tools as well as gunpowder were sold. In the 1880’s with the coming of high explosives we
acted as agents and distributors for certain explosives. We were also agents for detonators and fuse manufacturers.
At about this time the family increased their range of goods to include furniture and toys. We became Seed
Merchants, mixing seed and offering smaller agricultural implements (seed drills, fertilizer spreader, hay making
equipment etc.) also shotguns and rifle cartridges were stocked as well as various guns used by the farmers.
In the late 1940’s, on into the 1950’s, ICI began to buy out the smaller explosive manufacturers and offered us the
distribution of their products to the North Staffs coal field. As the coal industry began closing the deep mines with the
loss of a considerable part of the explosive trade ICI offered us a wider distribution of their products . We then took on
the South Derbyshire Quarries, Cheshire Quarries, including the Salt Mine at Winsford. In the early 1990’s it became
uneconomical to continue with our explosive business. We therefore closed this part of our business and used the two
lorries for general haulage.
In the early 1950’s we took on a distribution and installation service for Fullwoods the dairy engineers from
Ellesmere installing many parlours in the area. As the agricultural industry declined we decided to use our Seed
Merchant status, the amenity business, offering seed, fertilizer, top dressing, chemicals and various ancillary items used
by sports clubs , schools etc.
With all the above changes it became necessary to relocate our business over the road from the original shop
where we bought part of a disused railway line , built a new warehouse and seed store with extra space for loading/
unloading.
Our existing warehouse on this site was converted into a shop/office and the Post Office, which was run by us
since William Riley was first appointed Sub Postmaster in 1878.
The Riley family have consequently run the Halmer End Post Office for 128 years, during this time there have
been only 6 Sub Postmasters, we wonder if this is a record. Our office is within the main shop premises, is spacious,
also we provide off street parking facilities.
We have installed a key cutting machine and are able to offer this service. We have for sale power tools, we also
service certain power tools, including Strimmers, Chain saws and various spraying machines.
There is also a section which repairs hand tools etc.
Finally we have many old ledgers dating back over 100 years and with the help of the Newsletter we shall be including
an article showing what items were sold including the prices, in a future edition of the Newsletter. If anyone
wonders why we located in Halmer End , in the mid 1800’s, the population was greater than Audley and any other
local village. There was also a good railway station just down the road with a connection to Bignall End, Alsager and
Crewe. The Riley Family opened up a small brick works in Shraley Brook, to build their own property and
others which they let out.
This brings us
NEWCASTLE POST OFFICE
to the present
HALMER END POST OFFICE
Preparing mail for delivery to Rileys Post
office in the early 1900’s, this photograph
was outside Newcastle P.O.

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,

I have recently received a copy of issue 3, of the Audley Community News. As I originated from the Audley area, I was
amazed to see how much there was going on in the Parish and the local people don’t know how lucky they are.
My name is Fred Millington aged 86 years old and I lived in Audley until about 1960. If there is anyone still living in the village who
knew me, I would be delighted to hear from them.
I am enclosing a photo-copy showing the lower part of Church Street, where I was born at number 12. It also shows where my
parents and Grandparents carried out a butchers business, until their deaths. My eldest brother William (Bill) then took over the
business. The family were all members of St James Church, we were also members of the choir and we also joined the bell
ringers. Hector my other brother was assistant organist, my father was church warden for a number of years.
Regarding the local Scouts, we also belonged to the original Scouts Group when Mr Harvey was Scouts Master, Mr Cooper
assistant and they both lived in Chester Road . The Warham family who were mentioned in the issue were members of the Scouts
then.
I left Audley about 1960 and lived in May Bank until 1964. I then moved to Exeter, where my daughter Wendy was employed by
the Ministry Of Agriculture until she retired.
I do hope the Audley Community News Letter will continue to be printed and I would loved to receive copies of issue 1 & 2. If you
or anyone in the Parish has any spare copies. I would gladly pay for any expense that would be inquired for me to receive them. I
truly hope to receive your future issues.
All the best for the future and keep printing the News Letter.
The Millington
Yours Sincerely Fred Millington

Family Coat of Arms

SPORTS DAY 1930

Dear Editor,
If there is anyone out there who can help? We are looking
I was recently given a copy of the
for photographs of all the present and past Churches and Chapels of
Audley Community Newsletter, which I found of
the Parish. We are very interested in the ones which are no longer
great interest, as I lived in Audley until I was 12
here. Example Wood Street, Bignall End, Minnie Row, Wood Lane,
years old. I am now 86 years old. We lived at 27
Halmer End, but we would be happy to receive any, especially the old
Wereton Road and my grandma Crewe lived at 110
ones. We would be very careful, all we need is a scan copy and we
Church street I remember Taylor’s shop. I was
friends with Nancy. I haven’t been to Audley since would then return them to the owners. Please contact the Editor at
AC News.
my uncle Joe Crewe died and I have no relatives
To the Editor,

there now.
I went to Audley Infants, Audley Council School
and Ravens Lane School before we came to Coventry. I remember Miss Brassington teaching me. I
have enclosed a copy of my certificate which I won
on sports day 1930. Copy on opposite side.
Yours faithfully, Mrs Gwendoline Jones
Of Coventry. Keep up the good work.

1930
AUDLEY
COUNCIL
SCHOOL
SPORTS
CERTIFICATE
Gwendoline
Jones (nee Crewe)

Letters to the Editor

Audley Scouts Win Award.
To the editor of Audley News,

On 2nd April the Parish Council held their annual dinner, to which we were pleased to welcome guests from various
organisations in the Parish and visitors from surrounding areas. After the dinner we held our presentations, an important part of
the evening. The Parish Council were given a cup by Robert Edwards some years ago to present to either a person or group of
people who, in the eyes of the Councillors, have made a difference to the life of the Parish. In the past various Community
Groups have been recipients of this for the work they do in enhancing life in the Parish, - the Theatre for the part they play in
providing enjoyment for us all, and last year it went to Denise Leigh for her success in Channel 4’s Operatunity. It was a
great pleasure this year to be the Chair and have the privilege of presenting the cup to representatives of the Scout Group of
Audley. We were not in a position to invite all the Scouters, but a group of four came (as they do every year), as representatives.
Scouting is one of the oldest uniformed organisations for boys aged between 5 – 16 and in these days of equality girls can join
also. Scouters do a lot more that just appear at the Scout Hall for a couple of hours one evening a week, for behind every good
Scout Troop there is always a strong band of Scouters. The Scouts always join us for our Remembrance Day Parade, they
organise litter picks (and they have asked us if they can litter pick in the Hall Street Wild Life Area, a big project for this year).
The members are encouraged to take on board many interests and hobbies, and learn to care for the environment and life round
them which helps to prepare them for the future, and to become valuable citizens. This does not happen by chance, but through
hard work. There is a lot of preparation to do even for the smallest project – badge work needs preparation and equipment
organising, or outdoor activity planning. A week-end at Scout Camp, food to organize and prepare, along with transport and
timetable of activities, a group of young people cannot just be taken to a camp and left to run wild, in my experience it needs to
be organised chaos. It is not just the Scouters we have to say thank you to but also members of their families, husband/wife and
children, for most of the leaders have families as well and they need support from home to spend the time needed to leave the
family both for the regular evenings, and a more difficult thing to arrange a week-end off home duties to take our young people on
a week-end camp. All this, and not forgetting the ongoing training they all need to take part in to keep up to date with all the
regulations in regard to working with young people, and in how to work as a Scouter. It was therefore our pleasure as a Parish
Council to be able to acknowledge all the work being done by the current Scouters, and those who have gone before and the
vision of the founders and present them with the Cup. The Deputy Mayor of the Borough, Councillor Mrs. Freda Myatt was
very pleased to do this on our behalf.

NEWSLETTER GOES GLOBAL!!
Hi Ernie,
Thank you very much for the information
on the local coal pits. I found it very interesting
and I did not realise how many brick yards there
was in the area. Interesting to hear of your
Newsletter problems i.e. no financial support...or
very little - I would like to send you a donation to
help you and the newsletter. It will not be much
but I hope it will help you as I think you are doing
a great job and producing a great little newsletter..
plus we appreciate the feedback overseas.
Kind regards,
Tony & Dianne Pye
Australia
Many thanks for your support Tony and thanks for
the donation.
Editor

Audley Traffic Again!
Dear Editor,
I have read with interest the problem we are
having in the centre of the village, with the continuing
parking problems. I agree with the recent remarks by
your readers in the last issue of the newsletter, that the
village has become a park anywhere zone. The drivers
who completely ignore the parking restrictions, are not
only stupid, but are putting lives at risk. I feel that it is
time that the local authorities did something about the
unlawful parking before someone gets killed or badly
injured. On two occasions while driving through the
village I have seen the same car and driver trying to
park outside the chemist shop. Not only where they
parking on the zig zag lines, on the wrong side of the
road, they were also using a mobile phone at the time
while driving. This is getting nothing more than a joke,
as it seems no one wants to know when questions are
asked.
A person who tries to avoid walking in the village .

The Butchers Arms
Mona’s Tribute
Our Village has but one main street,
As down it you go, many friends you meet.
Past the shops “The Butchers Arms” comes into view,
If you feel like a drink a welcome waits for you.
You enter and feel the warmth and care,
In this homely atmosphere you can share.
Mrs Latham greets you with a smile,
It is a great pleasure to linger awhile.
For a wedding or for any other special do,
The upstairs room is available for you.
A pie supper is a special treat,
There is always plenty for you to eat.
Mona and her assistants serve you with care,
In your enjoyment they are willing to share.
If Mona’s pie you’ve not tasted we say,
Make an effort and try some without delay.
We thank you all for being so kind,
We will always keep your welcome in mind,
Our evening was a great success,
The supper was grand we must confess.
At the end of the evening, tired but happy all,
We went our way home, our beds do call.
You deserve your rest at the end of the day,
May you have a peaceful night this we pray.

Bank E-mail Scam.
Trading Standards are warning online bankers
to be wary of requests from ‘banks’ to divulge
personal details via email.
Reports have been received from Watchdogs
who are receiving emails from users claiming
to be working for the major high street banks.
The email ask them to verify their customer
details and divulge confidential pin numbers
and passwords, all through a replica website.
You do not even need to be a customer of the
bank, in most cases the emails are sent randomly in the hope that someone will divulge
their details.
Once the fraudsters have the personal
information, money can be transferred from
accounts and those responsible can be very
hard to trace.
All the major banks have categorically said
that they would never ask for details via email.
We would advise anyone who has received an
email such as this to delete it and certainly not
give any personal details. Generally, it is
advisable that you keep your pin number safe
at all times and check your bank statement on
a regular basis so if there is anything irregular
you can act quickly.

Bless you all, “The Butchers Arms” too,
May it remain firm the seasons through,
We hope it wont be long before we visit you once more,
To enjoy the fare, of this we are sure,

THE BUTCHERS

This is a picture of the Butchers Public
House, approximately 1915. This is a
Goodnight enjoy you well eared rest,
previous building. Note that it stands closer to
With health and happiness may you be blessed.
the main road, in line with the buildings to its
With thanks for a lovely evening , on behalf of the Audley
left.
& District New Band E Geldart May 1979.

NEW & 2nd USER PC’s
REPAIRS & UPGRADES
PC’s BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICATION
* NO FIX—NO FEE *
* NO CALL-OUT CHARGE**
* COMPETITIVE RATES *
* 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE *
* PART EXCHANGE WELCOME *
CALL YOUR LOCAL PC SPECIALISTS

GANDRELL ENTERPRISES
ON

01782 723635 0R 07957 944230 (Mobile)
(IF ANSWER MACHINE-PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE)
* WITHIN THE NEWCASTLE AREA

The winner of last issues PEAPODS TRIVIA
Mrs A, BROWN of Benjamins Way, Bignall End who receives a Bouquet of flowers supplied by: PEAPODS

AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR
During the past twelve months the choir has been celebrating its Fiftieth Anniversary.
An Audley Celebration Concert was held in October 2003 in the Victoria Hall Hanley. It featured three,
singers who have appeared with the choir over a number of years-Lynne Bradbury, Pamela Clarke and
Denise Leigh-as well as Audley Brass under the dynamic leadership of Kevin Birch and the choir. Tickets
were at a premium for the concert and the atmosphere generated in the hall thrilled all who were present.
In addition a very large contribution was made to the Douglas Macmillan Hospice for Homes project
from the proceeds of the concert.
In November some members of the ninety strong choir joined a massed choir in the Royal Albert Hall in
London for a concert to raise money for Yorkshire Cancer Research. Although the weekend was very
much enjoyed by all who went-one hundred and fifty in all-it was interrupted by the antics of “Spiderman”
on a crane in the tower bridge area where the choir were staying.
Friday the first of November saw the choir appear at Betley Village Hall-a concert no less enjoyed than
the previous Saturday. A November concert in the Civic Centre, Alsager and a Concert with Audley
Brass in Audley Parish Church which helped to raise money for the renovated East window in the
church completed the concerts for 2003.
Activities in 2004 began with our Anniversary Dinner before a busy schedule of local concerts including
our Celebrity Concert at the Victoria Hall in March which attracted a very large audience indeed. It was
the eighteenth annual celebrity concert which has seen the choir bring international artistes to Stoke on
Trent.
A notable concert was held in a “Potato Shed” near Gt Watford when a very large audience were
entertained by ourselves and Audley Brass raising some £4000 for the sponsors.
The choir is rounding off its anniversary year with a tour to Newquay, Cornwall. The choir will give two
concerts in Newquay as well as a lunchtime recital on the way home in Exeter Cathedral.
A “MUSICAL MEMORIES” CD has recently been compiled from live recordings made at a few or our
recent Celebrity concerts and is priced at £6.99 as indeed are other CD’s recorded by the choir. These
can be obtained from any choir member or Tel: Sot 720568, 721060 or 720024.
Future concerts will see two appearances at the Victoria Hall, on October 10th in a Rotary Concert to
raise money for Mini-Buses for Handicapped Children, a few tickets only remain and again on March
13th for our Annual Celebrity Concert. Concerts at Trentham Parish Church, Crewe Lyceum with Denise
Leigh (Nov 21st), Keele Chapel (Nov 26th) and St Andrews Church Newcastle round off 2004.
The choir is always looking for members and if any reader would like to experience the Male Voice
“camaraderie” as well as the thrill of singing please do get in touch. We rehearse in the Pensioners Hall
On Thursday evenings at 7.30 pm. For further information contact Leon Warburton Tel: 01782 720024.

Just a Smile

AUDLEY & DISTRICT
W.I

DEFINITIONS

PROGRAMS FOR 2004

ADULTS - People have stopped growing at each
end, but have started to grow in the middle.

OCTOBER,NOVEMBER,
DECEMBER.

MISTRESS - Something that is between a mister
and a mattress.

OCTOBER 20th.
3 Course Meal in a Wok ….. Judy Townsend.

MYTH - Unmarried female with a lisp.

NOVEMBER 19th.
The Tail of the Toilets … Terry Wooliscroft.

GENTELMAN - Is a man who gives up his seat to
a lady in a public convenience.

“Stars in their Eyes”
Audley
Workingmen's
Club

DECEMBER 15th.
Christmas Party.
For any information please contact either:
(01782 722009) or (01782 721957)
JANUARY 19th 2005.
Albrigthton Pottery ….. Annette Christopher

Note for your diaries . . . .

In aid of:
The Children of Audley Residents Association.
‘STARS IN YOUR EYES’ evening.
On: Thursday 14th October 2004
Time: 7.30 pm,
Free admission, all are welcome.
Anyone wishing to participate in the event, please contact:
Lee Moss Tel: 07986146252
Prizes available, Raffles will take place,
An opportunity to help our local ‘kids’.
Lets find a “New Star”.

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 6 days per week
Mon. Tue. Wed. 9.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am - 7.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

Youth4Audley are holding a 12 hour
sponsored Internet Surf on Saturday 23rd October
from 12pm—12am in Audley Adult Centre, to raise
funds for the group. If anyone would like to drop in
between 12pm and 6pm to come and use the Internet
or just to show some support, sponsor them and get a
cup of tea, feel free—the more the merrier!!
To sponsor the group contact Sarah on
01782 729249 or email youth4audley@hotmail.com

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 5.00

Kids.

£ 4.50

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 3.20

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 3.50
Wash & Cut.

£ 6.50

Beard Trim.

£ 1.30

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office

Fresh
Vegetables

WRIGHTS
PIES

Fresh
Fruit

PEAPODS

We have a fine
Collection of
Cheeses
Cooked Meats
Bacon &
Pork Sausages

24 CHURCH
STREET
AUDLEY

FRESH
OATCAKES
DELIVERED
DAILY

Excellent range of fine
Jams & Sauces

Your Local Friendly
“Grocery Store”

Many Varieties Of Flowers For Sale & On Show
Floral Tributes & Wreaths Made To Order
“FREE”
LOCAL
DELIVERY

Bouquets of Fresh Flowers
Delivered “Free” & Made to Order

Tel:
(01782) 721885

Canine Corner by Sarah Hursthouse
Q
I have a 9 months old Border Collie and she is really hyper! She is quite destructive and chews everything we
leave around. She has also taken to chasing her tail and licking her paws all the time.
What can we do?
Ans. A border Collie is essentially a working dog and if not stimulated sufficiently, both physically and
mentally, they can show compulsive behaviour due to frustration and boredom. You need to make sure that
your dog is getting the stimulation she needs - lots of exercise and playtime. Because this is a very intelligent
breed, you need to ensure that they are using their brains too! Try a game of hide and seek in the garden!
Your dog should also be going to training classes - this is essential for learning basic obedience, but your dog
will love learning too. You could also try agility or flyball which is great fun and Border Collies especially love
it! All of this also applies to many other breeds - all dogs love fun exercise! Look in the Kennel Club book
’Dogs Day Out’ for other ideas.
If you have any questions about your pet dog please contact the Newsletter . I would only be to
pleased to help.
Yours Sarah.

74A Church Street, Audley, Stoke on Trent, ST7 8DA Tel: 01782 723723
Let’s wash away those
Wintry blues!
Fully inclusive treatment
Bath, Flea, Clip, Ears, Trim
and Nail’s
Prices start from £15
Microchipping £17
Doggy treats
Collection & Delivery
& a range of
Service Available

IS YOUR POOCH
LOOKING A
MUDDY
MUTT?

Coats & Sweaters
www.woofsandwhinnies.co.uk

Tel: 01782 723723

Horse Care

All you need for Horse & Rider
Grooming Products, Feed Supplements, Jodhpurs,
Riding Hats & Boots, Reflective Wear, Rugs.
Second Hand Tack
Shop
Jackets, Hats, Rugs
Leatherwork , Numnahs

Rugs
Cleaned
& Repaired

(Courting Cake)

(Apple Teacakes)

For a loved one
Ingredients:

INGREDIENTS.
1-2 Apples either (Baking or Dessert)
2
Ounces or 50g
4
Ounces or 100 grams Castor Sugar
1
Egg
6
Ounces or 175 grams of self raising flour
8
Table spoons of milk
2
Teaspoons of nutmeg
Pinch of salt, extra sugar to sprinkle on top of
mixture before cooking if using baking apples .
First take the apples, peel and core, then cut into
thin slices.
Take butter and sugar and place into mixing bowl.
Beat until light and fluffy and add in beaten egg.
Add a pinch of salt, then fold in the flour with the
milk alternately, mix well in.
Take an 8 inch sandwich tin, grease well.
With the mixture, spread evenly into sandwich tin.
Arrange the thinly cut apples on top of the mixture,
to form a whirl.
Sprinkle the apples with the nutmeg. Finally take
the extra sugar, approximately 1 tablespoon and
sprinkle over the top.
Bake in a moderate oven, Gas mark 4 or Electric
350 F for approximately 45 minutes.
Many thank to Mrs O’Connell of Tibb Street, for
your recipe. We hope to include more of these,
therefore put pen to paper and send them into the
Editor at the usual address.

16 Ounces or 454 grams Self-raising flour
8 Ounces or 227 grams

Caster Sugar

8 Ounces or 227 grams

Margarine or Lard

2 Eggs
Pinch of Salt
Raspberry Jam

Method:
Rub margarine or lard into the flour, mix in
other ingredients, then add the beaten eggs to
bind. Roll out half the mixture to fill the bottom
of a Swiss-roll tin. Cover with a layer of
raspberry jam. Roll out the other half of the
mixture and lay it on top. Crimp the edges and
then bake in a moderate oven (Gas mark 3 - 4 or
Electric 325 - 350) for 20 minutes
Remove from oven and dust with caster sugar.
Cut into fingers.
This is an old tradition served when a boy/girl
brings a boy/girl friend home to see their family
for the first time.
“Two tender young things joined together by
something rather sweet”.
Many thanks to Doris Fox for recipe.

JUST A SMILE
How do porcupines make love? Carefully, very
carefully.

Kitchen Tips
Always rinse out your saucepan with cold water before
heating milk or making custards. This will make the cleaning
of the saucepan easier.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

‘Waiter! ‘This egg is bad.’ Don’t blame me, I
only lay the table.’
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Customer: ‘Waiter, was that your handkerchief
you just wiped my plate with’? Waiter: ‘Oh,
that’s all right , sir. It’s not a clean one.’

Before squeezing a lemon, roll it between your hands to
warm a little. You will then find the juice will flow more easily. ‘Waiter! ‘There’s a fly in my soup’.
‘I'm sorry, sir, the dog must have missed it.’
If you need a plain jelly to set quickly, dissolve the jelly
in half quantity of boiling water. Make up ice with cubes and Fred was passing through Audley and thought
by the time the ice cubes have melted the jelly will be almost he would call on an old friend Jack. He knocked
and the door was opened by his friend’s wife
setting.
Mabel. ‘And how is Jack then?’ ‘I'm sorry but
Eggs will separate more easily when taken straight from the he passed away last week.’ ‘What happened’
refrigerator, but whites beat up to a better volume when at
asked Fred?
room temperature.
‘ He was pulling a cabbage from the garden and
collapsed and died.’ ‘I’m sorry Mabel, so what
Beaten egg whites break down if left to stand, so only whip
did you do.’ ‘Well Fred, I had to open a tin of
them just before adding to the mixture.
peas.’
Top Chef:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Youth of Wood Lane (1913)
Picture supplied by Fred Evans of a group of the young youths of the village It is, as we understand, that
they are dressed for a Sunday School Parade at the Wesleyan Chapel or a carnival.

Frank Durber

Back row: Left to Right
Alf Williams
Arthur Symms
Albert Durber

Fred Lowe

Front Row: Left to Right
Tom Symms
Fred Breton

Cyril Allen

Fred Williams

You may recognise one of your relatives, or may be a former friend. We would like to hear from you if
you have any information about the photograph. This is indeed a smart group of Wood lane Youth

A local network for mums by mums.
Netmums is a local network of websites originally set up for mums by mums. Aimed at helping mums to cope
with and enjoy being a mum. However, this nationwide network is open to everyone who looks after children,
whether you are a mum, dad, grandparent or childminder.
If you are looking for a local parent & toddler group, pre school or childcare; are desperate for
somewhere new to take the children; or would like to make some new friends in your area,
www.netmums.com has the answer.
There is information on local places to visit and play centres. Family-friendly restaurants & pubs. Local
clubs and classes. And the ‘what's on’ section of local events will keep you up-to-date with all the latest that
is going on in your area.
If you are looking for a job, there are tips on how to get back to work and all the local contacts you may need. If
you are looking for a local plumber or builder you can find recommendations from local people who have used
them. In addition to all this there are tips for those all-important children’s birthday parties!
If you are moving house, or looking for a school, there is a wealth of information to help, including links to
inspection reports. Comments from local parents on what’s good about different pre-school and playgroups.
When you need help there are sections on healthcare - doctor & dentists, alongside suggestions and sources
of support to help you deal with postnatal illness, or parenting difficulties. If your child has special needs, or
you are a lone parent looking for ideas, there are local groups and contacts that will help you.
So what do you do?…..Well you register with your local www.netmums.com via the internet. If you haven’t
internet at home, then why not visit your local library or contact EverybodyOnline on 01782 729249. If you have
never used a computer before, they will show you how.
Go on .. give it a go...you don’t know what you’re missing.

(Dawn) Site Editor - North Staffs (email: dawn@netmums.com.)

“The Old Oak Tree”
Smokey mist surrounding
Below the old oak tree.
There upon that Braille like bark,
A special place where weCarved our names together
To equal simplified equation.
Holding hands in fond embrace
To kiss without persuasion.
Yellow ribbons tied in bows
Around the old oak tree.
Just like the song that echoes
From the past to recall where weShared secret trysts together,
Hours of peace, a golden pleasure.
Holding hands in fond embrace.
A deep red rose now placed
Beside the old oak tree.
Evening fingers touch icy cold
Though warm memories cling here,
Where weWill always stand together,
This special shrine gifted to our great love
As parted hands reach to hold embrace
Presence comforted guided,
Divinely from above.
Peter W. Hodgkins.

SOUNDS FAMILIAR
Just a line to say I’m living
That I’m not among the dead;
Though I’m getting more forgetful
And mixed up in the head.
I’ve got used to my arthritis,
To my dentures I’m resigned,
I can cope with bi-focals,
But….Ye Gods!….I miss my mind!
Sometimes I can’t remember
When I’m standing by the stairs,
If I should be going up for something
Or have just come down from there:
And before the fridge so often
My mind is full of doubt,
Now did I put some food away
Or come to take some out?
So remember that I love you
And wished that you lived near,
And now it’s time to post this
And say goodbye, my dear.
At last I stand beside the post box
And my face .. It sure is Red!
Instead of posting this to you
I’ve opened it instead!
(A tribute to Elsie Geldart)
Who wrote this lovely poem .

‘BATEY’S BEAUTY’’
I looked out on our garden pool seeking signs of life
In truth there wasn’t much to see except that frogs were rife.
No skaters on the water to catch my searching eyes
Or nymphs amongst the reed stems to herald damsel flies.
Until as if by magic, my attention quickly drawn
I observed the slightest movement near a lily leaf much torn.
I resolved to take a closer look and much to my surprise
A little fish not seen before gave rise to joyous cries.
It really wasn’t very big, perhaps an inch or two
But whereas fry are mostly black this showed a hint of blue.
Its body length was mostly white but just behind the head
Was a feature of distinction, a tell tale splash of red.
Feeding first on algae whilst living in the weeds
It grew each day much stronger and took our gifted feeds.
Its colours ever more pronounced invited praises loud
When undeserving of the credit I felt unjustly proud.
Rearing this fine creature brought a ‘Claim to fame’
So we called it Batey’s Beauty in the absence of a name.
Then as the seasons came and went we revelled in the joy
Of having such a splendid fish from the family Koi.
Compliments were often made and we knew we had a winner
But then the happy Heron came and swallowed it for dinner.
Derrick Bate.

OSTEOPATHS
If it hurts when you move, call an
Osteopath.
KENDALL CHEW Bsc (ost) Hons
KIRSTEN NOTTROT (DO)
BUSINESS CENTRE
RADWAY GREEN ALSAGER
01270 875020
For treatments of:
Work & Sports related injury,
Including accident.
Sciatica, Neck, Back & Limb Pain.
Arthritis. Whiplash. Headaches.
Easy access to your local
Osteopathic practice.
OPEN 6 Days a week.
Tel: 01270 875020
www.osteopathyworks.co.uk

‘Freddie’
I’ll always remember, the month of
September
The harvest was looking its best
The days they were shorter, we hadn’t much water
The wasp had flew home to its nest
All except one, who thought he’d stay on
And torment ma a little bit more
He was just buzzing by, with a gleam in his eye
When he spotted my open front door
I left him alone, even made him at home
I gave him some blackberry jelly
They never attack, only fight back
So that fellow said on the telly
I was being so gentle and quite sentimental
I gave him a name - called him ‘Freddie’
But he stung me just the same then came back again
But this time his victim was ready
I gave him a look– and said “sling your ook”
“You don’t sting the finger that feeds yer”
And if you come back , I’ll give you a wack
So buzz off back to your leader
So Lord, if you hear me, don’t let them come near me
I’m reaching the end of my tether
Perhaps they could pass it to some other planet
The next time you send us hot weather.

Audley Health Centre
Opening Times
Monday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Tuesday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00

Wednesday 8.30-1.00
Thursday 8.30-1.00
Friday 8.30-1.00

2.00-6.00
2.00-6.00
2.00-6.00

Saturday Closed
Surgery Telephone Number (01782) 721345
*********************************************************************************************************

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782) 720201)

Kevin smith
Your local
friendly Dairyman
Fresh
Cream
To
order

Fresh milk
Delivered daily
Also available
Pops & juice

Fresh eggs & potatoes

For information Tel: 07967 649285

Dog
Care Centre

Audley

Designer Dog

Qualified
Carer

Professional Grooming Service
For all Breeds
Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc.
Call Sheila Tel: (01782) 720470
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,
ST7 8PY

Personal Friendly Service

The Good Old Days
When first we married a long time ago,
We worked for long hours, wages were low.
No T.V, no wireless, no bath, times were hard,
Just a cold water tap and a walk down the yard.
No holidays abroad, no carpets on the floor,
We had coal on the fire, no locks on the door.
Our children arrived, no pill those days,
And we brought them up without state aid.
They were safe going out to play in the park,
And old folk could go for a walk in the dark.
No valium, no drugs, no LSD,
We cured our ills with a good cup of tea.
No vandals, no mugging, there were nothing to rob,
We felt we were rich with a couple of bob.
People were happier in those far off days,
Kinder and caring in so many ways.
Milkmen and paper boys would whistle and sing,
A night at the pictures was our mad fling.
We all had our share of struggle and strife,
We all had to face it, that’s the pattern of life.
Now I’m alone, I look back through the years,
I don’t think of the bad times, troubles and tears.
I remember the blessings, our home and our love,
And that we shared them together I thank God above.
Many thanks to Doris Fox, for find this little gem.

Life is like a mirror.
We get the best results when we smile at it.

My Memories of the Cubs and Scouts 1939
by John Taylor
1939 – The three events which I remember well were:
1 The 2nd World War was declared.
2 I moved from Audley Infants school to Ravens Lane Junior school.
3 I joined the Wolf Cubs.
I started at Ravens Lane in Miss Hannah Brassington’s class who, in school, was a back thumping knocker-in of
knowledge and discipline but who was on Monday nights transformed into the Akela of Audley Cub Pack. Her
daytime reputation no doubt deterred many would be cubs but those of us who joined gained much pleasure and
reward from our membership.
We met in the Cub Den in Church St. Long since demolished it is thought to have been an early school. Consisting
of a single room with a small porch and door adjacent to the pavement it stood alongside Buckley’s lockup grocery
shop and Reg Hawthorne’s cobbler’s shop between the Butchers Arms and the Vicarage (Wilbraham House).
Opposite was Benny Crowther’s farm now the site of the Pensioners Hall and Health Centre car park. The
probable exact site of the Cub Den is the entrance of the Church car park. On either side of the small porch were
two billboards advertising “Coming Attractions” at the Palace cinema. A door with padlock and chain marked the
entrance and a scout badge was painted above it. The room inside was long and narrow with a fireplace and
hearth at each end; three windows overlooked the vicarage garden and the Croft.
The cub pack was not a large one consisting only of two Sixes – red and white although tawny did make an occasional appearance when numbers were over twelve. The uniform consisted of a green cap with gold cord around it
and quartered on top, green jersey, short trousers, grey socks with green garter tabs, neckerchief with
colours as today- and, of course a woggle.
After making the Promise, “I promise to do my best to do my duty to God and the King, to keep the law of the wolf
cub pack and to do a good turn for somebody every day”. Badges were presented to be stitched on cap and jersey.
1st Audley (shoulder), 77th City of Stoke-on-Trent (arm), Wolf Cub (cap & jersey), red or white triangle (arm). A
sixer wore two yellow braids on his right arm; a second sixer wore one.
Akela looked the part! brown uniform, leather belt, neckerchief with lanyard, badges etc, all topped with a
Baden-Powell type scout hat.
Meetings were well organised. Two senior cubs delegated each Monday to light the fire at the vicarage end
of the room, paper, sticks and coal being provided. They also brushed the floor after first scattering
water to keep the dust down. Long forms were placed by the walls with turned up logs for
additional seating.
The meeting started at 6pm with subs being collected and the sixes lining up for inspection by the sixers. The usual
adjusting of point of neckerchief and counting of twists, checking of garter tabs, state of shoes and hands. Akela
awarded points. The first part of the night was serious instruction on scouting in general and then the gaining of
proficiency badge in particular. Knots were also a feature- reef, clove hitch, sheepbend.bowline etc most of them
baffled me, when was I going to hitch a horse up? The second part of the night was usually games that were limited
by the size of the room. Quiz type and memory games were popular. More energetic games like cock fighting
which involved trying to push your opponent out of a chalked circle and “kill Sherekahn” based on the Jungle
Book was enjoyed by all except the unfortunate tiger. Rope climbing up three ropes attached to the central beam
was also done. On fine night football or cricket was played on the croft. In summer trails were set by the sixers
going out and tying small pieces of wool on hedges and fences over Townfields, along Park Lane or
Alsager Road. On winter nights chips from the chip shop were ordered.
At the end of every meeting Akela led the “Grand Howl”. “Look well o wolves!” DYB, DYB, DYB. We’ll
DOB,DOB,DOB. Ending with “Good Night cubs and good hunting”.
Continue on next page:

Continue:
We did have trips and days out on occasions but with it being wartime we did not go far. Picnic walks to Heighly Castle
and Brockwood Hill; visits to various farms sometimes involved fishing in ponds. On a cinema visit to Newcastle we saw
the film, “Livingstone and Stanley”. We went to the Scout Shop in Stoke and always looked forward to a day visit to
Kibblestone Camp, I think we went by train to Stone. We paraded quite frequently as the village joined in specially
designated weeks held to encourage patriotism and national savings e.g. Salute the Soldier, Warship Week,
Wings for Victory. All the uniformed organisations took part- the Home Guard, ARP, AFS, WVS. The Pack
also took on collecting waste paper salvage for the war effort; pairs of cubs were given an area to collect
from. I did Nantwich Road.
Three other events come to mind. At one meeting we were visited by two high ranking members of Staffordshire scouting,
Ronald Copeland and C.Marshall Amor. After visiting the scout halls and meeting places elsewhere they seemed somewhat bemused as they entered ours- we were bemused too at the sight of a very tall, short trousered,
be- spectacled, high scout hatted commissioner!
After three years in the cubs it was usual to move up into the scouts. This was marked by a ceremony called “Crossing the
line”. Held in the Church Hall with a line drawn between the cub pack led by Miss Brassington and Miss Freda Smith
(Cub Commissioner) and the Scout Troop led by Arthur Warham and? Brown the out going cubs simply crossed the line
to join the scouts. Finally when Baden- Powell the Chief Scout made a radio broadcast to scouts all over the world we
assembled at Miss Brassington’s house in Wilbrahams Walk to listen to it.
Today it is good to note how the scout and guide organisations are thriving at the Warham Scout Hall and elsewhere in
the district. It may have been a small beginning at the old Cub and Scout den in Church St. but we have a lot to thank
Hannah Brassington, Arthur Warham and the other leaders over the years for.
I hope you find the above of some interest – thank you for your appeal in the Audley Newsletter which gave me
the opportunity after over sixty years to think about it all again.
Best Wishes, John Taylor.

ROYAL OAK INN MILES GREEN

Picture above shows the Royal Oak Public House Miles Green, around 1900 and depicts a meeting held out side
the Royal Oak by the Friendly Society. The group are members of the Friendly Society—The Ancient Order Of
Foresters and the landlord of the Inn Mr Charles Warham, who was a prominent member, and allowed them to
hold their Lodge meetings at the Inn. Mr Charles Warham is seen on the photograph, he is on the front row,
just to the right of the person in uniform with the medals , who happens to be his brother Cable. Cable was then
a colour sergeant in the Royal Marines. The sashes which are worn were insignias of the A.O. of Foresters, worn
at their annual meetings. The main object of the society was the providing for the sick and aged and as a
fraternal society which met the needs of its members and others in times of distress.
The Newsletter has been thanked for finding this photograph. A copy has been sent to Mr C Warham’s son who
lives in Bournemouth, and who has supplied us with the information relating to the photograph (Editor).

NER056
NEC010

NER045
NEC039
NER159

NER117

NEF629
NER063

NER033

NEF625
NER095

NER055

1MOHA

1MOHA
1MOHA
1MOHA

1MOHA

1MOHA
1MOHA

1MOHA
1MOHA

1MOHA

1MOHA

1MOHA

1MOHA

1MOHA
1MOHA

Session

NPR013
NPR012

NPR013
NPR013
1WEAU

1WEAU
1TAAU
1TBAU
10:00

13:00
10:00
13:00

19:00

18:30
19:00
19:00

20:15

19:00
18:30

19:00
19:00

19:00

19:00

19:00

19:00

19:30
19:00

12:00

15:00
12:00
15:00

21:00

21:00
21:00
21:00

21:15

21:00
21:00

20:00
21:00

21:00

21:00

21:00

21:00

21:30
21:00

Start time End time

wed

wed
thur
thur

mon

mon
mon
mon

mon

mon
mon

mon
mon

mon

mon

mon

mon

mon
mon

Day

15-Sep-04

15-Sep-04
16-Sep-04
16-Sep-04

01-Nov-04

13-Sep-04
13-Sep-04
13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04
13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04
13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04

13-Sep-04
13-Sep-04

Start date

15-Dec-04

15-Dec-04
16-Dec-04
16-Dec-04

06-Dec-04

13-Dec-04
18-Oct-04
13-Dec-04

13-Dec-04

13-Dec-04
13-Dec-04

13-Dec-04
05-Jun-05

13-Dec-04

05-Jun-04

13-Dec-04

05-Jun-05

13-Dec-04
18-Oct-04

End date

12+1

12+1
12+1
12+1

5+1

12+1
5+1
12+1

12+1

12+1
12+1

12+1
30+1

12+1

30+1

12+1

30+1

12+1
5+1

Wks

£50

£50
£50
£50

£12

£50
£21
£50

£50

£50
£50

£50
£68

£50

£68

£50

£68

£50
£12

Cost

For further information, please contact Claire Albrighton on 01782 296628 (Monday evening 5-9 pm, term time only)
or Jackie Simmons on 01782 254211

Soft Furnishing

Dressmaking
Dressmaking
Dressmaking

Courses held at the Audley Methodist Church

Word Processing Skills

Using a Computer
Winter Gardens
Woodwork/turning Workshop

Salsa - Absolute Beginners

Photography - traditional
Reflexology for Beginners

Keep Fit To Pop
Photography - (Foundation)

Interior Design/Architecture

Flower Arranging (Foundation)

Drawing and Art Appreciation

NEF624

NEC001

NER002

Badminton
Computers for Absolute Beginners

Digital Imaging (Foundation)

Course

Title

Courses held at Sir Thomas Boughey High School

Audley and Halmerend District

ADULT AND COMMUNITY LEARNING – SEPTEMBER 2004

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB
As the club enters the 2004-2005 season we would
like to welcome all supporters old and new to our
forthcoming matches, which will be played at our
“Town Fields” venue, in Old Road Bignall End.
Please feel free to come along and watch the
youngsters play on Saturday & Sunday mornings.
The Audley 1st team play on Saturday afternoons
at the same “Town Fields” football ground. You
will be made very welcome.

TOWN & COUNTRY
SECURITY
INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS FOR:
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
AGRICULTURAL & EQUINE
INSTALATION / SYSTEMS UPGRADED
LOCAL SERVICE CONTRACTS ACCEPTED

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE
FOR ‘FREE’ SURVEY OR ADVICE CONTACT

As a club we would like to thank the following for
being kit sponsors to our various teams this season:
J RUSSELL PAVING - BIGNALL END
BARBERS - MIDDLETON ROOFING - MICK
CLEWES BUILDERS - A..J. LAW - WAYNE
SMITH - CARTRIDGE WORLD - AUDLEY
BUILDERS MERCHANTS - ALLMEK LTD M.A.T. INDUSTRIAL SERVICES BUTCHERS ARMS - G&A PLUMBING &
HEATING - @BACUS.
With the help of these generous sponsors the
financial running of the club has been made much
easier.

TIM WITHINGTON
Tel: 01782 721727 or Mobile 07976 154411

Sports Trivia
1.

Which famous person, from history,
opened the 1936 Olympic Games?

2.

At which venue is the Scottish Cup Final
traditionally played?

3.

Who won the Monaco Grand Prix 5 times
and was killed in a plane crash in 1975?

(TOWNFIELDS GROUND)

4.

Which English County Cricket team
plays at the Oval?

As a look forward please make a note on your
calendar for our community.

5.

How many lanes are there in an Olympic
sized swimming pool?

“Bonfire & Organized Firework Display”
NOVEMBER 6th 2004

6.

Other than Cricket, what other sport is
played at Lords Cricket ground?

7.

Which Footballer was England's first
black player?

8.

Name the Welsh snooker player who won
6 Professional Snooker Championships in
the 1970s?

9.

In Snooker, what is the lowest score that
can be achieved by a player if he or she
makes a full clearance in one visit to the
table?

10.

Who did Goran Ivanisevic beat in the
Men's Singles final at Wimbledon in
2001?

11.

In the entire English League which
football team has the shortest name?

12.

In Rugby League how many points are
awarded for a drop goal?

FIREWORK
DISPLAY AT

This is an annual event and it gets bigger and better
each year . We hope to see you all here, to see
YOUR communities largest bonfire and firework
display. Enjoy your Bonfire Night and lets us do
the organising!!
For further information contact:
KELVIN CHELL Tel: 01782 720291

AUDLEY PARISH BC
Audley Parish Bowling Club has once again
bowled their way to the Staffs Parks FS Jones Cup
final. This will be their third attempt to win this
prestigious, coveted trophy. Their opponents this
time will be the very strong Florence Bowling Club.
The date and venue of the final has yet to be decided.
We will bring you the result in our next issue. All we
can hope is that it will be third time lucky for our
Parish team. Audley have also managed to power
their way into the Burgess Cup final, after an exciting
Semi final against the very tough Wolstanton Marsh
team.

You can find the answers on page 27
More next time.
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“SCRAGG & LUNT”
T.V / Video& DVD

Washing Machines & Dryers

SALES-SERVICE-REPAIRS

For All Your Household Electrical Appliances
All Work
Undertaken
Fully Guaranteed

Fridge & Freezer

82 CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
SOT STAFFS ST7 8EE
Tel: / Fax: 01782 720257

Health Centre to use Audley Cricket ground land
It has been confirmed that the proposed temporary move
of the health centre to the Adult Education building is no
longer going to take place and they will be using ground at
Audley Cricket Club. It seems a shame that groups using
the Adult Education building have had to wait over 2 years
to have this confirmed. The building could have been well
under way to being re-furbished and made more useable
for the 100+ people that currently use the building every
week. Comments on this to ACN at the usual address

Handy Tips
Painting Tips
When using enamel or lacquer, to make it easier
to apply, put the tin in hot water for 30 minutes.
To stop newly painted windows from sticking to
the frame, allow the paint to dry and spray both
painted edges with furniture polish, then gently
rub with a cloth before you close the window.
When you have run out of masking tape, a good
substitute is always waiting in the kitchen - try
using cling film!
To save having to clean out your paint tray,
when using a roller, cover the tray with a piece
of
aluminium foil. This can then be disposed of
after use leaving a clean tray.
To clean white paint, boil a few onions in 3pts
(1.8 ltr) of water until they are very soft. Drain
off the water into a container and use with or
without a little soap to clean white paint work.
Handy Tips
To separate stuck stamps, put them into a freezer
for a short time.

Stupid Yankee Laws
ALABAMA
It is illegal for a driver to be blindfolded while
operating a vehicle.
ARIZONA
It is illegal for men and women over the age of 18 to have one
missing tooth visible when smiling.
CALIFORNIA
No vehicle without a driver may exceed 60 miles per hour.
Persons classified as “UGLY” may not walk down any street.
FLORIDA
You may not break wind in a public place after 6 pm on a
Thursday.

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES
COUNCILOR
ANDREW WEMYSS
Tel. (01782) 723117

andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
***************************************

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES
Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for any
information regarding Council matters.

JOHN JACKSON
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END
SOT

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
FRESHLY COOKED ALSO FREEZER ORDERS
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE

Tel: (01782) 720737 OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK

No 38
A project sponsored and staffed
by St, James Church Audley

Community Shop
Fair trade /Traidcraft, second hand books, Christian
books and cards

FOR SALE OR WANTED
New regular feature.
£1 per item to advertise you items for
sale or wanted items, or a donation.

St James Church Audley
There has been a church on this site since
1223. The present tower dates from the
Fourteenth century.

Internet Access
Free for up to an hour

Free Advice Centre
Open Monday to Friday and 1st and 3rd Saturdays
10 am to 12 noon

No. 38 Church Street, Audley
722 472 during opening hours
Why not just pop in for a coffee
and a chat?
Pensions

2nd Monday of each month

10 am to 12 noon

Legal

1st Tuesday of each month
(other Tuesdays by appointment)

10 am to 11:30 am

Bereavement
Support Group

1st and 3rd Wednesdays

(For details contact Peter
Davies on 720392)

Carers Association

By appointment

AUDLEY MILLENIUM
GREEN TRUST

“ For All Occasions”
Greetings Cards

Presenting a film show featuring
Audley & Betley

Order your flower bouquets
Hand ties etc

Tel: 01782 720060

AT: Audley Theatre
DATE: Friday 10th September
TIME: 7.30pm

Same Day Delivery
Free Delivery in the Parish
Sunday Delivery by Arrangement

Tickets cost £2.00 each and are available
from Audley Post Office, Peapods, Plant’s
shop and members of the committee.

80A Church Street Audley Sot
Funeral Tributes
Wedding Flowers
& Gifts
For all Occasions

The Millennium Green Trust would like to thank Councillor Eddie Boden
for his help in procuring the sum of £1,000 through the Local Members Initiative Scheme. This means that we
have been able to have the grass cut, (belatedly), and have acquired a strimmer which will help our volunteers
in their struggle to maintain the Green. It is not widely known that our committee depends on grants, donations
and fund-raising events to finance the expense of grass-cutting and the necessary equipment. We would
welcome the support of any volunteers for the ongoing task of keeping the Green in order. Anyone interested
can obtain information from:
Tony Lancaster - 720231, Robert Edwards – 720259 Doris Williams – 721159 or Ike Williams - 721174

Regards Doris Williams

Minnie Pit Memories
The Newsletter has received the following correspondence after our publication of Issue 3, which had
included an article about the MINNIE PIT DISASTER.
Dear Editor,
I enjoyed reading the article about the Minnie Pit disaster and the poems that were so evocative.
My grandfather, Daniel Colclough, was working at the pit on the fateful day, but was very fortunate to
survive. Also with him, I believe, was a Mr Keen, who later went on to open a garage in Betley. Grandfather
went into farming after the disaster, he never went down a pit shaft again.
My own father, George Thomas Colclough, on leaving school, worked there for a short while before it closed
and he also attended the old school in Audley in the 1920s.
I have enclosed a couple of photographs of a group of workers outside the pit which I hope will be of interest
to you. My father is the smaller one on the right of the two boys sitting at the front.
(Minnie Pit Closure)

Yours sincerely
David Colclough, Crewe Cheshire.

(Snapping time for the workers)

Peapods Trivia
2.

What does the DEWEY DECIMAL system classify?

3.

How many TEASPOONS go into a TABLESPOON?

4.

What number does the letter D represent in ROMAN
NUMERALS?

5.

From which country does BEEF STROGANOFF
originate?

6.

What is the name given to someone who makes
ARROWS?

7.

What is the holiest city of ISLAM?

8.

Name the only VEGETABLE that is also a flower?

9.

In 1996 what overtook COCA-COLA as being the most
well know brand name in the world?

10.

What does a CHANDLER make?

11.

Where is the only place in all of Great Britain, the
QUEEN cannot visit?

12.

After how many years of marriage is a WOODEN
wedding anniversary?

13.

Which country has the airline KLM?

14.

Where in the body is the PATTELLA?

15.

What is the only WORD in the ENGLISH ending in the
letters ‘mt’?
Sponsored by: PEAPODS
Your local grocery store

CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT
(01782 721885) For your FREE local deliveries.
To take part in this Trivia Quiz you must live in the Audley
Parish. If outside this area the winner must collect the prize.
Send your answers to:
Audley Community News
23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL.
Please enclose your Name, Address and Phone No.
All entries to be in by
NOVEMBER 1st 2004
First correct entry out of the ‘HAT’ Wins a:

Bouquet of Flowers
Supplied by PEAPODS

CAN YOU HELP?
We would like people’s school day memories for the
next edition of the newsletter, due out in December.
Any information or pictures can be emailed to us:
audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com or contact Ernie
on 01782 721565.

Jo
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What is XENOPHOBIA the fear of?
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jo
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1.

Dog Grooming Service
Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Tel: 01782 721735
Cli

ppi
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Jojo’s

ing
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30 Years Experience

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH

Fun Day
The Children of Audley
Residents Association
On the 7th of August 2004, there was a
“Fun Day” in aid of The Children of
Audley Residents Association.
The event was held at the Wereton Road
Park fields. We were overwhelmed by the
amount of people who attended the event.
The gates were open at 11 am and visitors
were still pouring in late on into
afternoon.
The amount raised was a fantastic
£1400.00, less expenses. This money will
go to buy equipment for the use of the
Children of Audley. Looking around the
event, you could see that everyone was
certainly enjoying them self.
We would like to take this opportunity to
thank all the people who helped to
organise the event, the people who helped
to present the day and of course all those
fantastic visitors who attended.
Thank You All.
From the Committee
For any further information about the
Children of Audley Residents Association
please contact:
Caroline Moss Tel:01782 723495

NEWS
EverybodyOnline says goodbye to Audley Parish
The EverybodyOnline project as it currently runs will be discontinued in Audley in October. However, due to
all the hard work and support from the community, Citizens Online and BT are delighted to donate the PC's,
software and other equipment which will remain in Audley for the continued use of the community .
Community Link and Newcastle College will continue to put on courses and I am currently working to raise
funds which will allow me to be in Audley for one day a week to make sure the computers are used as much
as possible and that projects such as Youth4Audley, the Audley Community News and the Audley Parish at
War project with Sir Thomas Boughey school continue. All involved agree that these project are a great
success and have committed to continue into the foreseeable future.
I would like to say a huge thanks to everyone that has supported me and EverybodyOnline and have been
brave enough to come and sign up for courses, who have dropped in to Internet cafes, who came and let
the young people of Sir Thomas Boughey school show them how to use the Internet, or who agreed to be
videoed by Youth4Audley whilst talking about their memories of growing up in Audley for their art project.
As a final farewell from EverybodyOnline and to find out what will be happening in Audley Parish in
the future, please see p25 for information about the Audley Celebration of Learning (in partnership
with Community Link and Newcastle College).

I look forward to seeing you all there!!

Sarah

1928 HALMER END
SCHOOL
FOOTBALL TEAM

Dear Editor,
Having seen a copy of your “Audley Community News”, which depicted Halmer End School Football Team of 1948, I
thought it would be of interest to show an early photograph of a successful school team. Above is a photograph of my old school
football side, taken in 1928. ( Top Back Row) Headmaster Percy Dale, Lt to Rgt W Chadwick, Arthur Dunn Platt,
Harvey Taylor, Selwyn Ing, Horace Rhodes, (Myself John Cross), Albert Harrison, Deputy Head Harry Reeves.
(Front Row )Lt to Rgt Peter Boden, Frankie Turner Harold Harris, Harry Tipper, (My Brother Albert Cross)
I don’t know whether there’s any more who are still around to see my memories of our football and school days. But sad to relate
Frank Turner was killed in the Brymbo disaster just before the War, also sadly Albert Harrison was killed at the Leycett Mine
around the same period of time. The photograph was taken by Wilfred Beech who was a great teacher and was also in charge
sport at the school. He eventually left to take up a teaching position in the Blackpool area.
Previous football teams to the 1928 side which I remember, won the School Shield and the much talked about
Southwell Cup. Incidentally, the cup which we had won was the “Carryer Cup” donated by the local Furnishing Company.
Our opponents were Butt Lane, I forget the score, but Aaron Lockett our former famous (cricketer & footballer) was the match
Yours John Cross
referee.

And fun day!!
Come and join us to celebrate the achievements of learners from Audley
Parish and to see what new learning opportunities there will be in Audley
from September onwards. Whether you fancy trying something new, have
been thinking about taking up a new hobby or would like to drop in to see
what is happening, why not come along?

When: Wednesday 8th September 2004
Where: Audley Community Centre & Audley Adult Centre
Time: 11am—2pm
There will the opportunity for you to try out:
INTERNET QUIZZES
Craftwork
Digital photography

Sign Language
Nursery Rhyme trail for parents and children
AND MORE!!

Admission is free and refreshments will be available
For more details contact Sarah on 01782 729249 or
email: sarah@citizensonline.org.uk

NEWCASTLE INDUSTRIAL & ARCHAEOLOGICAL
HERITAGE TRAIL
“GREAT BALLON RACE”
To raise awareness, support and funds for the restoration of the
Wedgwood Monument in Bignall End.
It was an idea started in conversation between Geoff Farrington and myself in February 2004. It came to
fruition on Saturday 3rd July 2004. We arrived at the Wedgwood Monument at 8.15am, with our balloons,
tickets, gas, helpers…………..oh………….. and the wind and the rain.
We tied the net down, then started to blow up the balloons from the gas cylinders. It took until 11.00am, to
blow up the balloons and place them in the net. (It took two and three quarter hours to fill the net and 10
minutes to empty it). The sight was glorious. The balloons whipped into the air………….leaving many of
the tickets in the net (could you believe it?) ……so, we just attached those tickets to fresh balloons and then
let them go.
There were many familiar faces at the release of the balloons, Kidsgrove Councillor Margaret Astle, Audley
Parish Chairperson Dylis Cornes, Dennis Cornes of No 38 fame and the Sentinel Photographer. (The
photograph was in The Sentinel on Monday evening 5th July).
We would like to express our thanks to everyone who bought tickets, to everyone who sold tickets, to
everyone who turned up on the day even though the weather was lousy. A special thanks to all the helpers,
especially the children. The children who helped were tremendous. They put up with being both cold and
wet and yet still they helped to pack the balloons into the net. The children helpers were:- Chelsea and
Connor West, Julia Farrington, Lorna Wilde, Rebecca, Andrew and Laura Dobson.
The money raised was £316.00 (which means we sold 632 balloon tickets). The money collected by Geoff
Farrington, will be passed to the Chairperson of Newcastle Industrial & Archaeological Heritage Trail.
In addition to the Balloon Race, we have had an offer from a young man (aged 14) who lives in Kidsgrove,
who would like to do a Sponsored Walk, to raise funds for the Monument. He will be doing the walk in the
school holidays, he will walk up to the monument, around it, and back down from the monument. It is
hoped that more local children (and adults) will be involved in this event. As soon as I know more I will let
you know.
So now the ‘ball is rolling’, we need to keep it that way and keep the plight of the Monument in the publics
eye. If you would like to know more, or to make a donation towards the restoration of the monument,
please contact:Mr Geoff Farrington on 01782 720648, or the Newcastle Industrial & Archaeological Heritage Trail

Can You Help ?
Is there any one out there who can give
us any information about this
Photograph? We have no information
who or where the people in the picture
are and don’t have any dates. It may be
that you recognise a relative or an old
friend. Please contact the Editor with
your information:
AC News, 23 Wood Street,

Bignall End, Sot, Staffs
ST7 8QL or email
audleycommnitynews@hotmail.com

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS
Tel: (01782) 720506

COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH

EDDIE

MEL

Tel: (01782) 722847

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL
10.00 am –11 am. Second Saturday of the month.
WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE
APEDALE ROAD

ANN

Home visits
Are available
By
Appointment

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month.

G K MOTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT

Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944
Pre MOT
Inspection

AUTO WELDING
SPECIALIST
GENERAL
AUTO REPAIRS

Furniture Mine
2 Carlton House Registry Street
Stoke
Tel: 01782 846111
If you have any unwanted furniture items, washing
machines, cookers, fridges etc, they would be most
welcome at Furniture Mine. They pass on items to people
on low income. They will collect your items. This is an
excellent opportunity to help people and also a way to

pass on useful items no longer needed.
You can subscribe to the Audley Community Newsletter
Contact the Editor:
Tel: 01782 721565
E:mail audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com

MOT FAILURES
FREE ESTIMATES
BACKCHESTER
ROAD

SPORTS QUIZ
ANSWERS
1.
ADOLF HITLER
2.
HAMPDEN PARK
3.
GRAHAM HILL
4.
SURRY
5.
EIGHT
6.
REAL TENNIS
7.
VIV ANDERSON
8.
RAY REARDON
9.
72
10.
PAT RAFFTER
11.
BURY
12.
ONE
MORE NEXT TIME.

Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

Quaint View From The Past
Page 2
The view was of the corner of Boon
Hill and Bignall End main road
opposite the little roundabout. It is
now the entrance to Marion’s Way
walk way. It was a former Post
Office and Telegraph Office. It
once had associations with Sammy
Brindley, the well-known and much
loved local Methodist preacher

Where you can find us
AUDLEY POST OFFICE
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
HALMER END POST OFFICE
WOOD LANE POST OFFICE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS
AUDLEY DOCTORS SURGERY
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE LIBRARY
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
AUDLEY DURBER CLOSE C.CENTRE
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
HALIFAX BANKING AUDLEY
HALL STREET SWEETS & TOY SHOP
WERETON ROAD HAIR
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
PEAPODS CHURCH STREET AUDLEY

S
LO
G

CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT

For advice on DIY
Also Gardening needs
Just call in and see

Including

Jeff

Paint, Wood
Glass to Size
Screws & Nails

S

We Have in
Stock Many
DIY
Needs

HORSLEYS

G
LO

COMPETITIVE
PRICES

Many Household
Items In store
Pots, Pans, Brushes.
We would be pleased
To take your orders for
wanted Items.

MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

Tel: (01782) 720333
SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS
TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE
MOT?
Leave It With Craig
Appointments Welcome
Or just Call 01782 720333

Courtesy Car Now Available
EXHAUST FITTING
BAY
Now Available!!!!!!!
Wax Oil Service

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

Audley Plumbing
&
Heating Services
Corgi Registration / No 207819
Local Family Business
For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

Fast Efficient Friendly
Service
35 Years Experience
No Job To Small
Bathroom suites Replaced
All Work Guaranteed
Private & Commercial
Contracts Undertaken

24 Hour Emergency Call
Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate

For all your decorating needs
contact:

John Maddocks

JUST CALL CRAIG
Tel: (01782) 720333

High Quality
Compost,
Grow Bags,
Fertiliser.

PAINTERS & DECORATOR

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30

Gardening
Tools

Horse Feed
Fishing Tackle

Tel: (01782) 720507
ALL LOCAL DELIVERIES ARE FREE

MILES GREEN GARAGE

Many Quality
Fancy Goods

Pet Food
& Accessories

Excellent selection of
Winter bedding
Plants Now in store

Adhesive

EXCELLENT
CHOICE OF
QUALITY GOODS

Emergency
07780505191

For quality and guaranteed workmanship

Tel: 01782 722999

