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BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

A
N O W VA I L A

Chapel Street Bignall End
Linda & Paul are your hosts

Tues ‘HAPPY HOURS’ £2.10 per pint

GLUTEN Free Oat Cakes &
Sausages now available

5pm-8pm. Draught & Casks Beers

Quality local & home reared

Real Ales from £2.75 per pint
6 Guest Beers available 3 - Ciders
Eat for ‘£2’every Wed 5pm to 8pm
Linda & Paul your hosts.

‘LIVE FOOTBALL MATCHES’
01782 720622

Beef, Lamb,
Pork & Poultry.
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.
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Editor
Hello once again to all our readers and
welcome to a new issue of your Audley
Community News,
For the past few months our village
has been glowing in sunshine. Who
needs those foreign holidays when you
can sit and relax in our country village.
Business as usual at the magazine
now my able assistant Sue has
recovered from her broken wrist and of
course our new addition to the group
Mike Joynson continues to bring news
and views from the Halmer End village,
a great addition to our group.
It was nice too be told of a comment
which a local resident had made when
asked at one of our outlets if he wanted
a copy of our latest issue, he said “that
magazine is far too professional now so
I don’t bother to have one”. What on
earth do you have to do to please some
people? Would they prefer it if we just
photocopied the pages and stapled
them together? All I can say is thank
you for such a glowing compliment and
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can assure whoever it was, that we will
continue to try to improve this magazine
in whatever way we can.
If any of our readers has suggestions
as what might improve the publication
we would welcome your input.
Our request for information about Air
Raid Shelters has been a success with
an abundance of former sites where
they stood being reported and also tales
from when they were in use. Keep
informing us of any you remember as
this also assists the local Audley History
Society to record such information.
Our local History Society do a
fantastic job and are only too happy to
help, when searching a family tree or
require information from years gone by.
They are one of so many voluntary
groups our village possesses. Just one
more reason to be proud to live in this
Parish of Audley.
Well! that’s enough from me this
time. I do so hope you enjoy your read.
E. Moulton Editor.

Contents:

News
Views
Sports
Recipes
Memories from the past
Poetry & Rhyme
Forthcoming events
School information
Readers letters
Bereavements
Editor: E. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565
Address:
23 Wood Street Bignall End
Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL
Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Reporter: Mike Joynson
Proof Readers: Linda Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Chris Tunnicliffe
Published in the village of Audley.
Remember you can subscribe to this
magazine, contact the Editor.

Still Prepared
In our last issue we made an appeal as to the
whereabouts of the old air raid shelters which were
placed throughout our parish during the last war.
To my surprise I was recently contacted by
Carol Brown resident of Church Street, Audley who
informed me that an air raid shelter still stands in the
rear garden behind her property.
The picture attached shows the shelter which has
been converted into a garage and fuel store.
Carol informed me that her father, the late Reg
Glover, built the shelter during 1939 to 1940 just
before he joined the armed forces. When Carol and
her husband bought the house from a Mabel Burgess
they were told that after the war the local council
offered to demolish the shelter. Mabel refused to
have the shelter removed as this would be an ideal
storage area.
A decision was made to remove one side wall of the
shelter which would allow doors to be fitted. Two local men
spent the whole of the summer one year just removing the
brickwork which showed just how strong these shelters were.
The inside of the shelter was divided into four small rooms,

how claustrophobic this must have been when in use.
In the one shown above there were small escape openings
at the bottom of the outer walls, I’m not sure what they were
used for, maybe as air vents or just to let the cat in and out,
I’m sure someone will let us know the reason.
The shelter can in fact be seen on Google Earth.
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A Lifetime of Care for our Community.
A typical
doctor’s office
may not have
looked much
different to
patients of the
1950s than
it looked to
their parents,
but a new
generation
of physicians was inside providing
care. Sick patients received the best
treatment that had ever been available.
Using newly available medicines and
fresh knowledge based on recent
research, doctors were, for the first
time, able to cure a variety of maladies
that they previously had treated only
with kind words and tender care. The
doctor had access to more knowledge
about the nature of disease than ever
before, and he (women doctors were
rare in the 1950s) was likely to take a
more professional attitude toward his
work than older patients were used to.
But the patients missed the attentive
personal care they had come to
associate with doctors. Many patients
found comforting words more attractive
than sure cures.
After World War II the family doctor’s
role changed. The average family
doctor was a busy man/woman in his/
her late forties. The doctor worked
about sixty hours a week and was on
call twenty-four hours a day, seven
days a week. If you were too ill to come
to the doctor, the doctor would most
likely agree to come to your home. In
the surgery there was no appointment
system but you would expect to wait
your turn to see the doctor which could
be up to two hours.
Urban House was the schoolmaster’s
house of the Audley Endowed School
which later became the home of
Dr. Albert and Mrs. Riley (the new
development on this site is Cappelle
Rise, off Wereton Road). Audley

Surgery was a separate building in the
grounds which was built by Dr. Megaw.
Many of you will remember the
surgery located at Wereton Road. On
arrival you would knock on the little
window and the receptionist, Miss
Dean’s face would appear from the
other side of the little wooden “serving
hatch”. You would be given a tag with a
number on it defining your place in the
queue. You would then have to find out
which patient held the number before
yours so that you would know who to
follow.
It was during the 1950s though that
change was imminent in Audley. The
practice had accepted a woman doctor.
She was, as we older ones remember
with great fondness and affection, Dr.
Innes Robinson. Innes Riley
(Robinson) MBChB has been part
of this community since 1951.
The middle of three sisters,
Innes grew up in Clayton Road,
Newcastle, attending the Orme
Girls’ School. She decided that
her calling was in the medical
profession and she began her
training in 1943 at the University
of Birmingham. In the 1940s
approximately 1/3 of medical
students were women, today more
women than men take up medicine
as a career. In 1949 Innes attained
her Degree in Medicine at Birmingham
Medical School, becoming Dr. Robinson
and became House Surgeon for 12
months at Birmingham and a further 12
months House Physician at the North
Staffs Royal Infirmary in Newcastle in
1950.
At this time in Audley Dr. Riley,
practising on his own, was in need
of a holiday as he had not been
away for several years. Following
recommendation by Dr. Healy a fellow
physician, Dr. Robinson arrived in
Audley for a fortnight to cover Dr. Riley’s
absence. Somewhat taken aback
that Dr. Robinson was clearly a female
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and he was yet to be convinced that
women should practice medicine, he
had little option but to agree, leaving
her in charge as he left for Italy the
next morning. In at the deep end, Dr.
Robinson found her way round Audley
with the help of Dr. Riley’s son, John
Riley.
It was on his return Dr. Riley extolled
“has she killed anyone?” Well she
hadn’t so all was well in the village. Dr.
Robinson then returned to the NSRI to
complete a locum. However Dr. Riley
requested her to return to become
his assistant in the Audley practice
from September 1951. Sadly on 28th
December 1952 and following lunch
with a consultant at Urban House, Dr.
Albert Riley suffered a fatal heart attack.
Running parallel with Doctor
Robinson’s

career was that of William
John Riley, known as John, son of
Dr. Albert Riley. John was at Harper
Adams Agricultural College, with a view
to becoming a farmer. Unfortunately
following a hip injury at the age of 14
he was advised against taking up a
farming career. Upon completion of
his training in 1955 it was decided that
John was to join the family business,
Wm Riley & Sons Ltd, which was being
run by two elderly cousins, Willie and
Percy, and his uncle Ted (Dr. Albert
Riley’s brother). Later that summer
uncle Ted too suffered a fatal heart
attack at the age of just 58 so John

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
was left to manage the business
supported by Willie and Percy.
In November 1954 Dr. Robinson
married John Riley pictured on the
right and they began married life in
their newly built bungalow next to the
surgery in Wereton Road, Audley. They
had 5 children - Ian, Andrew, Sheila,
Louise and Fiona.
They demolished Urban House to
replace this with a new house, known
as “Cappelle” which became the family
home for over 40 years.
During this time Dr. Robinson
continued to practice in Audley with Dr.
Arthur, Dr. Fulton and Dr. Suxena along
with several others.
The old surgery was to be
superseded by a new ultra modern
health centre in Church Street in the
mid 1970s.
Dr. Robinson decided to retire in 1986.
It was a sad time for her patients and
the locality in general - she was greatly
missed but she still visits some of her

old patients who became good friends.
However she still maintained her love
of the theatre and dedicated countless

Circuit Training
£2.50 a class
suitable for all ages
Call to find out more about our Personal
Training programmes and our new
specialist children’s fitness classes

Circuit
training

Professional
nutritional
ADVICE

spinning
CLASSES

Features

Personal
training

Kore Fitness, Stonewall Industrial Estate, Silverdale
www.korefitness.co.uk  korefitness
 Karl - 07947566670 or Ben - 07881205684
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hours front of house serving teas
and generally supporting the group,
something in her genes as her father
was an avid “am dram” supporter.
She was recognised as a
proactive doctor, acknowledged as
having excellent diagnostic skills.
Her compassion, kindness and
understanding of the people of Audley
is still widely appreciated.
So it is on behalf of all your former
patients and the many friends which
you have made during your lifetime of
care in our parish, that I wish to say that
we all recognised and appreciated your
outstanding work for our community.
Many thanks to Dr. Robinson and the
family for all their time, searching for
photographs and continual messages
in helping me to compile this article....
Thank you.
Thanks to Ernie Moulton for the
information on Urban House obtained
from one of the Audley Historian Books.
Mike Joynson.

Get straight to the core
with Kore Fitness.
Karl Muncey (above left) and Ben Nadin (above right) both
qualified fitness instructors, personal trainers and nutritional
advisors have opened their new gym, Kore Fitness, Silverdale.
Circuit training sessions change daily and consist of a
variety of cardio and strength exercises which focus on
improving core strength. Perfect for improving your
general health and changing your body shape.
They also have a spinning studio with regular classes. All
classes are mixed and suitable for all ages. Personal training
is available along with their new fitness class tailored for
children held by specialist children’s trainer Jessica Adams
pictured above. For more information find us on facebook
@ korefitness, visit our website www.korefitness.co.uk
or telephone Karl - 07947566670, Ben - 07881205684.
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OCCASIONS
NEWS & GIFTS
76-78, CHURCH STREET - AUDLEY - 01782 720323

-

NEWS PAPERS & MAGAZINES DELIVERED
LOTTERY & HEALTH LOTTERY
OLD FASHION SWEETS & CONFECTIONERY
QUALITY GREETINGS CARDS
PC & LAPTOP SALES & REPAIRS
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St. James’ Church Audley
AUTUMN SALE
25/10/2014

9.30am to 11.30am
You can find us in the Church Hall
Cakes, Books, Raffle, Tombola
Bric-a-brac & Gifts
Proceeds to Refurbishment Fund

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

Rev. Kip’ Chelashaw is Licensed
The Reverend Kiprotich Chelashaw (known locally as Rev
Kip’) was licensed as Assistant Interim Minister by the Bishop
of Stafford the Rt Revd. Geoff Annas at a special service at St.
John’s Church Alsagers Bank, on Sunday 29th June 2014.
The Bishop was assisted by Revd. Peter Davies; Revd.
Terry Bloor (Rural Dean); Revd. Gerald Gardener (retired Rural
Dean and preacher later in the service).
Kip’ has, for the past 3 years, been curate to Rev. Peter
Davies at St. James’ Church Audley, and has lived in the
vicarage at Alsagers Bank,
A full church of supporters and friends witnessed Kip’
making the canonical oath, and kneeling for the licensing
before the Bishop of Stafford, Rt. Rev. Geoff Annas.
This was greeted with warm applause.
Kip’ will now be able to conduct the full range of church
services throughout the Parish, at St. Johns; St. James’ and
St. Martins at Talke.
The event was concluded with the serving of a very
varied and appetizing buffet provided by church members.
Pictured L/R are the Revd. Peter Davis, Revd. Terry Bloor
(Rural Dean), Revd. Kip’ Chelashaw (Assistant Minister),
Rt, Revd. Geoff Annas (Bishop of Stafford), Revd. Gerald
Gardener (rtd. Rural Dean and preacher at the Service).
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Audley & District Probus Club

HORNE BROTHERS

In June of this year, our AGM elected John Garwood as our
President for the next 12 months and he will be supported by
Keith Whittle as Vice-President.
The last 12 months have been very successful and we
have enjoyed listening to after lunch Speakers who have
covered an interesting range of subjects with more to
come according to the programme which has already been
arranged.
As always, we are looking for new members and you
would be most welcome to join us on the third Friday of every
month at the Butchers’ Arms where lunch is followed by a
Speaker.
Please feel free to call me on (01782) 721894 or email
donald.caton321@btinternet.com if you have any questions
regarding our club.
If you wish to read about Probus as a national organisation,
then you would be able to pick up a copy of The Probus
Magazine from Audley library.
Best wishes, Don Caton, Secretary.

Information appeal.
We would welcome your article for publication. Just contact
the magazine, we are always happy to be of help. Editors
details can be found on page 3.

Dennis Cartledge

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
Telephone: 01782 720719
Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Disclaimer:

The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with the views or opinions expressed by
contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes.
To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or you can e-mail audleycommunitynews@ yahoo.co.uk

Come and see our exclusive Merlin Range.
NOW on live display.
Stoves of all makes and models available
NEW opening hours
Wed to Saturday 10am - 2pm
Appointments can be made any-time including Sunday

Life time Guarantee on the stove body.
The Stove Emporium Ltd.
Unit 13 Townhouse Farm, Alsager Road, Audley, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8JQ. Tel: 01782 722 244 www.tseaudley.co.uk
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Sir Thomas Boughey School
As ever, the summer term was a busy one
with lots going on in and outside of school.
The Year 10 Alternative Curriculum pupils
carried on the work of the Y11 Prince’s
Trust group and helped to complete the
sensory garden project at Blackfriars School
in Newcastle. This joint venture has become
a really successful community project and
both schools can be immensely proud of
the finished garden. The formal opening
ceremony took place on Thursday 17th July
and, as a memento of the project, our pupils
were proud to present an ornamental wishing
well and plaque to the staff and pupils of
Blackfriars.
Due to the success of this community
gardening project, our Year 10 Alternative
Curriculum pupils were eager to further
develop their links and support within the
local community. They made a decision to raise
money for ARCH (a charity based in NewcastleUnder-Lyme) by honing their entrepreneurial
skills with a badge making programme.
As well as learning about profit, loss, income,
expenditure and market research, pupils
produced hand-crafted badges, key rings and
bottle openers. In doing so, they raised almost
£200, which has been well received by this
local charity.
During the last week of June, twelve Year
9 pupils were given the opportunity to attend
a radio and media day hosted by Signal
Radio. Pupils produced their own radio show,
complete with weather, news, sport and
audience phone-in. They overcame their
initial nerves and produced two very entertaining shows. As
part of this action-packed day, our pupils also scripted, edited
and performed a radio advert for the school, which has been
broadcast by Signal Radio. We hope you have been fortunate
enough to listen to this over the summer and hear for yourself
just how talented our pupils are.
In July, just before the end of term, all of our pupils in Years
Seven, Eight and Nine had the experience of being involved
in a Raising Aspirations Day. This day increased pupils’
awareness of the various medical careers available in the
NHS and involved many exciting demonstrations, including
the recording of an ECG, taking a picture of the retina with the
guest speaker’s iPhone, an ultrasound scan of a carotid artery
– and the list continues.

Pupils responded well to the hands-on nature of this
day and they left full of enthusiasm and knowledge
about possible future careers.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for
all of the support you have offered to the school throughout
this academic year, whether in the form of attending our
various events, providing work experience placements for
our Year 10 pupils, or helping us in our journey to produce
responsible, respectable young people.
We are looking forward to the new academic year
and welcoming our Year 7 pupils into the life of Sir Thomas
Boughey.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Ravensmead Junior School
News for Summer 2014
National Cricket Finals
Friday July 11th was a wonderful day for everyone at
Ravensmead. Our cricketers made the semi-finals at
Edgbaston and we were so proud. I do hope that all the
families and friends who experienced the day enjoyed it even
half as much as I did.
We have recently had a number of assessments for
educational Quality Marks.
Dyslexia Friendly Full Status
Once again the audit awarded Ravensmead Full Status and
recorded “excellent Nurture provision is available for pupils.
Well structured transition meetings for pupils moving between
classes. A wide range of parent workshops are offered”.
Inclusion Flagship Assessment
“Welcome and a sense of belonging engulf the visitor
who comes in through the front door, let alone the children
and staff who are the heart of the school. Quality, colour,
stimulation, care and a culture of happiness have immediate
impact. There is clear recognition, by the entire community,
that investment is made in building confidence, and a sense
of self-worth and value. Listening and hearing each other is a
reciprocal skill for everyone and ensures humility of response,
reflective of integrity and purpose”
Basic Skills Quality Mark
“The school benefits from having a well skilled and highly
motivated staff team. The school is rightly proud of its
links with parents, working hard to raise expectations and
broadening horizons for both parents and children. The
school has a very effective School Council. The school has
a very active approach to supporting the children’s special
needs. Links with all outside agencies are strong with the
governors providing additional funds to support additional
visits by the Local Authority Educational Psychology Team”
Artsmark Gold Reassessment
Although we await the final report we are extremely
confident that we will once again be awarded the prestigious
Artsmark Gold for the next 3 years.
Local Authority Visit Report
The school continues to work very closely with the Local
Authority, who themselves work in partnership with Entrust.
The recent visit by our Improvement Partner recorded that
“the atmosphere round school was calm and purposeful with
normal lessons still taking place late in the summer term.
Behaviour including behaviour for learning was excellent”.
Royal Shakespeare Company
We are delighted to have been selected to work alongside
the Royal Shakespeare Company and a small number of other
primary schools from the Autumn Term. I look forward to
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giving you more exciting information about this project in the
near future.
School Council
We were also delighted that our School Council was
selected as a runner-up in the 7-11 years category for the
2014 Speakers School Council Awards. “The judges were
really impressed with your project ‘making a difference’ and
would like to congratulate all your students who were involved
in delivery of this amazing project”. We are also very proud
of our School Council who have, once again, raised over
£1000 for our chosen charity which this year, as you know, is
The Donna Louise Trust. A small group of children have also
raised some money for school funds and The Donna Louise
Trust recently, using their own initiative to make and sell the
very popular and “trendy” loom bands.
Garden Party
Thank you for attending and making it a success, it also
realised over £600. Mrs. Hubbard is very grateful to all the
work that Cath Smith has done during the year in the garden
but we are now looking for “a team of children and adult
green-fingered people to start further work on the garden
from September”. Volunteers please let Mrs. Hubbard know.

Halmer End Methodist Church
Forthcoming Events

Harvest Thanksgiving Service on 14th
September at 10.00 am.
Harvest Labyrinth from Saturday 13th to
Monday 15th of September.
Saturday 13th 10.00 am - 12 noon
Sunday 14th 2.00 pm - 5.00 pm
Monday 15th 10.00 am - 12.00 noon and
6.00 pm - 8.00 pm.
Church Anniversary Service on 19th October
at 3.00 pm.
For details: David Rowley 01782 722014
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Mothers’ Union at St James’
Looking forward to the Autumn

Mothers’ Union has as usual, had a pretty busy summer so
far. On Friday June 6th as part of Audley Community Day
we welcomed Audley Patients Panel to our weekly coffee
morning where they informed us of how they can help us to
make better use of our excellent Health Centre. An enjoyable
and informative time was shared by all our “regulars” and we
also made some new friends!

*Annual total £119.88 based on package for cat or small dog up to 10kg,
12 monthly payments of £9.99 including VAT and no interest.

As I write our July meeting is only days away and a small
Christmas card mountain is waiting to be written to send
off to local prisoners. Speaking of Christmas, I have some
good news and some bad news. The good news is that the
response to this years “Christmas Tree Festival”
has been overwhelming with several new organisations
registering very quickly and many old friends also being quick
off the mark with their positive responses. The bad news is
that this means that anyone who has not already registered
will now have to be put on a reserve list in case someone
drops out. Although we are blessed in having a large Church
there are only a limited number of spaces and the logistics
of the festival are also affected by the need for fairy lights,
but we are looking into the possibility of trying to fit in a
few more trees. We apologise to any of those who have
faithfully supported us in the past who we may be unable to
accommodate this time around and hope you will support the
event in the future.
In the meantime why not stop off at our regular Friday
Coffee Morning and Book and Bargain Stall which is for
every member of the community and has people of all ages
enjoying a drink and a chat. Our most expensive drinks are
40p including biscuits.

TUESDAY

Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am - 5.00pm
and 7.00pm
Tel: Clare
07808 192011

Forthcoming events include our Autumn Sale on October
25th, Natter Night on November 7th and an evening on
November 25th when we will be considering the Local
and Worldwide effects of Gender Based Violence. This is
the first day of the International 16 days of action against
GBV. Millions of women worldwide are affected by this and
Mothers Union is involved in the international campaign,
especially against the use of rape as a weapon of war.
Branch Meetings 2014 7-15pm in the Church Hall.
21st August Rev. Kip Chelashaw
18th September Rev. Peter Davies
If you would like to know more about any event or MU in
general please contact either of us.
Dorothy 721576 or. Annette 721058.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley
Male
Voice Choir
60 years on and we hope the
“Little grey cells “ to quote
Poriot the famous Belgium
TV detective, are still alive
and kicking. Many of the
choir, it has to be said, have
passed this milestone by
many varying degrees. As
individuals we still think
we are young at heart and
still retain that little bit of
the romantic potentially in us all and can imagine we are
like Shakespeare’s Romeo singing to Juliet on her balcony.
“Dream on” we can hear people say. Well yes as it so
happens we are living a dream and we share that dream with
anyone who has the vision to share the dream also.
In this case Romeo is represented by us and the Brighouse
and Rastrick Brass band who share the platform at our
forthcoming Gala evening on the 19th October 2014.
Metaphorically speaking this band are on top of the world as
regards their musical prowess and those in the audience on
that evening in October, will we’re sure, share a dream or two
with us.
At Bollington Music Festival this last May one man’s
dream was fulfilled. As a boy he remembered when a
particularly large ( we’re reluctant to say this) Welsh male
voice choir sang in Bollington which left him with a lifelong
happy memory. As one of the organising committee
members his abiding dream was to organise for the first
ever occasion, a male voice extravaganza of sufficient scale
and effect to leave those attending with the same feeling
of wonder he experienced on that day as a young boy. In
realising his dream this committee member brightened a
soggy wet day for all concerned by managing at precisely the
right moment for the sun to shine and the surface water to
disappear in a remarkably short space of time which brought
a huge sigh of relief to Ian Riddle our choir accompanist. As
the official accompanist at this concert the electric powered
piano he was to use sat in a rather large puddle of water.
A witty wag was heard to say aloud
“I hope he’s
insulated”.
For the members of a small choir visiting this country for
the first time from the Isle of Man the opportunity to share a
stage with a mass choir of over 140 voices was also a dream
come true.
CELEBRATES 60TH YEAR
In this our 60th year we are pleased and delighted to have
as our guests once again a band which has consistently been
at the forefront of the best brass band music performers this
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country has produced for well over half of the
previous 20th Century
Today the band continues to make its mark on the
new 21st century with all the promise that holds whilst
maintaining their great traditions and continued quest to
achieve musical excellence.
The band is still fiercely financially independent and
beholden to no one other than itself, an ethos which the
choir is certainly in harmony with under the stewardship
of Philip our Musical Director.
It is still true to say that no other public subscription
band has held such high status for as long as the
Brighouse and Rastrick brass band.
By the time this edition hits the street our choir CD
recorded at the Victoria Hall will be in the can as it were.
Philip Broadhurst is a hard task master in his endeavours
to extract the highest standards he thinks this current
choir can achieve.
There is an old saying “You are only as good as your last
performance”. Hopefully there will be something for everyone
to enjoy in the pieces Philip has selected for the enjoyment
of our followers and those hearing us for the first time.
Current information of forthcoming events
Oct 19th.........Brighouse & Rastrick Brass Band at
Victoria Hall
Nov 15th.........Lower Withington, Community Centre
Nov 22nd........Chesterton Parish Church
Tickets for any of the concerts are directly available from
choir members or the Musical Director Philip Broadhurst on
01782 720568
The choir meets every Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm
at Audley Methodist Church Hall, New Road Bignall End.
Please feel free to come along if only to just sit and listen
to what happens at our practices.
For those interested in the choir also please feel free to
visit our website at www.admvc.co.uk
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Bereavements / Tributes

John Sharville Fox
It is with great sadness, that we have to report the death of
John Fox aged 82 years. John was the beloved husband to
Doris and they lived in Queen Street, Wereton, Audley.
John peacefully passed away at the Douglas Macmillan
Hospice on the 22nd July 2014.
During his life John had worked at the ICL factory at
Kidsgrove and was a well respected work colleague.
John loved his sport and would often be found at the local
village cricket matches where he and his sporting friends
would meet for a chat, with sport and putting the world to
rights on the agenda.
John, was also one of the first people with a group of
friends to bring Indoor Bowling to the Audley Workingmen’s
Club and for many years represented the club in league and
cup matches.
Life for John has been a struggle for quite a while but
whenever possible he would always drive wife Doris to the
bingo at the Audley Workingmen’s Club.
John was such a well liked member of our community, a
man who always had a pleasant chat whenever you met him
in the village. John was just a lovely man.
The funeral service took place on the 4th August at the
Bradwell Crematorium and all donations went to The Douglas
Macmillan Hospice.
To wife Doris and all who knew John, please accept our
condolences. John will be sadly missed by so many.
John Edwards
John, aged 72, a former Head of Edensor High School at rest
on 19th May 2014 at the UHNS with his family at his bedside
following an illness courageously borne.
John was the dearly loved husband of the late Maureen,
devoted dad of Elizabeth and Peter and their partners Roger
and Julie. He was a treasured and devoted grandad of
Robert, Olivia and Maisie, dear brother of Robert and sister in
law Jennifer.
John will be sadly missed by all his loving family and
friends. His funeral service took place at St. James’ Church,
Audley on Tuesday 27th May at 11.00am followed by burial
in Bignall End Cemetery.
Donations were sent to UHNS Charity, Ward 232.
Please accept our condolences.
Eric Garvin
Eric Garvin peacefully passed away on June 29th 2014 at
the University Hospital North Staffs. Eric was aged 93 years.
Eric was a Wood Lane resident and was the beloved
husband to the late Dorothy, a loving father to Robert and
daughter-in-law Helen, devoted grandad to Stefannie and
Gemma, a dear uncle and a very good friend to many who
knew him.
Eric was, in his younger days a very good local cricketer.
The funeral service was held at the Audley Methodist
Church on the 18th July which was followed by cremation at
the Bradwell Crematorium. Our condolences to the family.
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Sheila Peers nee Ashbrook – 1926 -2014
It was only in our March edition that we had the great news
of Sheila and Bill celebrating 68 years of marriage.
Sheila of High Street Halmer End passed away peacefully
on Friday 11 July 2014 at the U H N S. She was the loving
wife Of Bill and mum for Barbara, Trevor Brian, David and
Granddaughter Beverly.
She was born in Halmer End in the same house that she
has lived in all her life. After leaving school she became a
seamstress at Enderley Mills for many years until the family
became her priority.
Sheila was such a generous and kind person always putting
others and her family first and will be sadly missed.
Over the years Sheila coped with the increasing onset of
Diabetes which became more and more debilitating as time
went on, but Sheila still had the fortitude to remain independent
for as long as possible.
Sheila, besides helping behind the bar at the Halmer End
Workingmen’s Club, also kept it tidy with the regular cleaning
routines. It was there that she was recognised as a formidable
adversary when playing dominoes as well as being an
acknowledged committee member for many years.
The family would like to thank all the carers and helpers that
have supported Sheila during the last few months.
The family would also like to add thanks for all the
condolences and sympathy cards received and to all who came
to say goodbye and celebrate Sheila’s life.
The funeral service was held on the 24th July at Halmer
End Methodist Church, then followed by burial at the St. Johns
Church Alsagers Bank.
To Sheila’s family and friends please accept our condolence’s.
Stuart Taylor
Stuart, suddenly passed away at his home on the
18th July 2014.
Stuart was aged 70 years the cherished husband of Elaine,
a loving father to Adrian and Nicola, devoted grandad to Ryan,
Adam and Liam, a dear brother and a special friend to so many
who knew him.
Stuart was the son of the late Harvey Taylor, of Miles Green.
His father Harvey and grandfather ran a small farm and coal
delivery service for many years, in and around the parish.
Stuart attended Halmer End School and on leaving school he
became an apprentice butcher and eventually ran his own store
in Church Street Audley.
The funeral service was held on 1st August 2014 at the
Bradwell Crematorium, all donation were sent to the UHNS
Charity Heart Fund. Please accept our condolences.
If you wish to have a tribute or details of a bereavement
placed in any future issue, please contact the Editor at the
usual contact place, details can be found on page 3.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
CONSULTATION ON PROPOSALS
AFFECTING AUDLEY LIBRARY
(AND OTHERS)
HAVE YOUR SAY ON WHAT YOU WANT
TO SEE HAPPEN TO YOUR LIBRARY
The consultation started on the 16th July 2014 and
will run for 3 months until the 7th of October 2014.
A workshop for people interested in running community
libraries will be held at Newcastle Library on:
Thursday 18th September 6.30pm - 8.30pm
A petition to keep Audley Library as it is now is
in circulation; make sure you sign this if you wish
Staffordshire County Council to continue running
the library as it is now.
You must also respond to the consultation
• fill in a paper questionnaire in your library
• fill in an online questionnaire
(go to Staffordshire.gov.uk for
more details
• attend one of 47 events happening
across the county - including drop-in
events, more formal Question and
Answer sessions and workshops for
people who are interested in finding
out more about community libraries.
• email connectedlibraries@sttafordshire.gov.uk
• phone 0300 111 8000
• through social media; tweet your
thoughts to @StaffsLibraries or
Find us on Facebook.

Wasps

village news
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C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

AARDWOLF
Pest Control

Rats
Mice
All domestic pest
control
Commercial &
Contract Work

01782 561819

FULLY INSURED
www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote Rd-, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.
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Dear Editor (SHELTERS)

Readers Letters

You ask, in Issue 44, for information about the shelters in
Audley. Older residents may be able to recall their installation
and use during the war years, but for my generation, growing
up in the fifties and sixties, they were a veritable playground.
Sadly, I have no photos of the shelters, only countless happy
memories.
I grew up on ‘The Patch’, that area of wasteland that was
bordered by Maddock Street, George Street and Mellard
Street. On three sides were matching shelters, a smaller
one at each end with a double in between – these shelters
had the more common, ridged roof structure. On the George
Street side were two round-roofed shelters joined by a four
foot flat roofed section.
I suppose that, because we were away from any main
road, we were able to use these shelters in a way that others
in the village could not. One shelter in particular was well
used – it acted as one of the goals for our football games; it
had the wickets painted on it for our summer evening games
of cricket; and on rainy days we used the inside as our den.
This shelter was perhaps the only one which didn’t contain
rubble of some sort, and we swept and kept it tidy for our
den, suitably furnished with upturned Corona cases or old
ammunition boxes.
Readers might wonder how we were able to access
shelters which had been ‘bricked up’ after the war – I
suppose a parent’s sledge hammer was borrowed for the
purpose! Occasionally, the Council would come and reblock up the entrances to the shelters, but it didn’t take long
before some enterprising youngster had managed to force an
opening big enough for us to scramble through.
These shelters provided an aerial playground too. By
putting your back against one wall and your feet against the
opposite wall, you could easily lever yourself on to the roof.
You could either jump from shelter to shelter in a game of
‘catch’ or use the sloping roof to hide during games of ‘tin
can nurkey’ (a sort of hide-and-seek).
In his entertaining series of articles about his life, David
Lovatt has referred fondly to life on ‘The Patch’. It was not
only our football pitch and cricket ground – it was a racetrack
for those who had a bike (those who didn’t could share). The
Patch was also a dumping ground for all sorts of rubbish,
from old mattresses to builders’ waste – but we could always
find an inventive use for it.
Occasionally someone would dump an old car (minus the
wheels) which would be our plaything for a couple of weeks;
lorry drivers parked their vehicles there overnight, and these
too became our climbing frames and places to hide; The
Patch also hosted the biggest and best bonfires in the village;
building rubble gave us the materials to build our own forts
for games of commandoes; occasionally, we even used to
camp out overnight .
A magical place, ‘The Patch’!
Back to the subject of shelters, there were others in our
vicinity too. George Street had a couple of shelters at its
top end, and Mellard Street had its own set too. Further
down Wereton Road (at the front of the Eardley/Harrison/
Carter/ Bagguley households) was another set of ridge roofed
shelters. My memories of these are principally as a site for
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the weekly posters advertising the forthcoming shows at the
Palace Cinema and the Alexandra Cinema in Chesterton.
Once a year there’d also be a notice promoting the wakes or
a visiting circus.
I remember seeing photographs of shelters in Hall
Street Audley, but they were demolished just after the war,
unfortunately I never actually saw them myself.
I recall, too, shelters in Hougher Wall and Heathcote Road,
and others will doubtless share their memories of those.
I do remember one other distinctive shelter, at the rear of
the Butcher’s Arms. As far as I know, the unique feature of
this air raid shelter was that it was underground, as opposed
to the brick and concrete structures elsewhere in the village.
Perhaps your readers can shed light on this particular facility?
Bryan Carnes Heathcote Road Bignall End.

Dear Editor

I am researching the history of the Leighton family who
lived in Audley and District in the 16th, 17th, 18th and 19th
century. I am wondering if any of your readers have any
information or photographs which would help me in my
research. If any readers can help please contact the
Editor of the magazine. His details are on page 3.
Mr. G. Leighton. Kidderminster.

Dear Editor

I just wanted to say that the article about Raymond Chell was
a lovely tribute to him. He was a very modest man and might
possibly have been a little overwhelmed by the article, but
also very chuffed.
I lived next door but one to Raymond and Beryl from
1981 to 1991. They were wonderful neighbours to me and
helped me so much when I needed help. I always knew they
were there in the background looking out for me, but never
interfering and never judgmental. It was always a joy to visit
them when they moved to Wood Lane and we always had
plenty to talk about.
Unfortunately, I didn’t go often enough and I regret that
- hindsight and all that, eh? However I have my memories,
Beryl and I can share them in between putting the world to
rights. Whenever I think of Raymond, I remember his smile.
Bless him. Ann Smith Wood Lane.

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free
estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
Dear Editor. Youth Club
Do you or any of your readers have remember the Youth
Club held at the Methodist Church in Chapel Lane Church
Street Audley? It stood half way down the entry between
the paper shop then owned by the Heath family, that took
you down to Chester Road.
It started in the early 50s and was led by my dad, Edgar
Darlington for many years, my mum, Joan also helped with
many others. There was a Junior club mid week for 9-13
years and I think it was split into boys and girls. Then there
was a Senior club for 14-21 years that ran on a Friday night.
We had badminton, table tennis, weight training, music and
of course pop and crisps. Each week was ended with a
short Epilogue where the challenge of Jesus was made. It
was very popular as I think there used to be a waiting list for
membership at one time.

Operation Christmas Child 2014.
Just a reminder that it will soon be time to be sending off
shoe boxes filled with surprises to lots of disadvantaged
children in the less fortunate parts of the world.
(Remember locally, we have a Nov.5th deadline).
Last year the generous folks of our villages sent 590
boxes – can we break this record in 2014? Maybe by filling
an extra box – we have boxes available just ring Ann McCabe
(01782 722898) or pop into the Library – they are free for
you to fill – providing you promise to use them for Op.C.C. Or
maybe you can just pop some extra gifts into the decorated
boxes at the Library, etc, - and don’t forget to come to the
FAMILY BOX FILLING BONANZA - AT THE CHURCH HALL - ON
SAT. SEPT.27TH, 2-5p.m.
Please do take part once again – there are leaflets setting
out the details in the Library, Post Office and Health Centre,
that is just in case you don’t get a leaflet pushed through your
front door!
Full details are also on http://www.samaritans-purse.org.
uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/ including a list of
items to put into boxes and boy/girl labels to download and
stick on your box.
Please make any money donations via the website and
don’t forget to claim gift aid. Also, this way you can track your
box so that you get a message after Christmas telling you
which country your box ended up in.
We also keep you updated on our Facebook page – Audley
Shoe Box Appeal 2014 – Operation Christmas Child
We have such lovely stories to share from faraway places
where your love lights up so many lives of the young girls and
boys who have so very little. It certainly warms your heart to
hear how one little boy receiving 2 notebooks couldn’t wait to
share one with a friend.
So now – it’s over to you – thanks in advance for all your
loving care.
Barbara Jones (01782 720352)

readers letters / Events
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The Senior club was affiliated to the Staffordshire County
Education Committee’s Service of Youth and to the Methodist
Association of Youth Clubs.
Eventually a second club was run at the Methodist
church in New Road on a Friday night. Do you have
memories to share?
Great fun was had at the clubs and the club concerts
and parties that were organised by the many leaders
who did all this as volunteers.
If you attended or have good memories and maybe a
photograph then please contact the Editor who I am sure
will pass them on to me.
Nick Darlington, now living in Coventry but I still receive the
magazine. Great memories.

DID YOU KNOW?

Women blink nearly twice as much as men.
Dolphins sleep with one eye open!
An Ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.
It’s against the law to have a pet dog in Iceland.
There is a city called Rome on every continent.
A man named Charles Osborne had hiccups for 69 years.

CREATIVE TILING
“the revolution in tiled floor”

Alex Mayer

Floor tiling specialist
The regions premier floor tilers
Floors removed, made good
Floor levelling/overlay
Underfloor heating
Fix only, supply & fix
Domestic & Commercial
Free estimates
Chose from our extensive,
Unique range of floor tiles’
At competitive prices.
Tel 0798 956 7227
Email; axelmayer@btinternet.com
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Carpets at
warehouse priCes
Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets
Established 30 years

et
rp
ca
le
sa
Best quality acrylic wilton - cHeap
80.20 wool - from roll £13.50 sq yd.
BleacH cleanaBle acrylic carpet from roll £8.75 sq yd.
larGe selection of roll ends to fit
livinG rooms, Bedrooms and kitcHens
Heathcote street,
chesterton,
newcastle under lyme

Tel: 01782 562245
mon-wed 11am - 6pm | tHur 11am - 4pm
fri & sat 11am - 6pm | sun 11am - 2pm

Appeal for Information
I wonder if any of your Community News readers can help
us?
The Audley Allotment Association are attempting to write
a short history of the allotments in and around the Audley
Parish.
We are particularly interested in the allotments that are
situated on Alsager Road. We wondered if any of the readers
had any photographs of the old allotments in the Parish. We
are led to believe there were a lot more than the current ones
which exist today.
All the usual avenues of research have seemed to ignore their
existence so any help with memories or images would be
very gratefully received. I’m sure somebody, somewhere will
be able to help us with our research and fill in the missing
gaps in our research.
If anybody can help please contact me Chris Cooper on
01782 720085 or e-mail me at:
cooper.cc@btinternet.com

What can I do today?
Where shall we go today?
Are you: at a loose end in the mornings; mums with
youngsters; shopping in Audley in the mornings; visiting
the Library, Doctors, Chemist; walkers; looking for company;
wanting to be a volunteer; wanting to get rid of stuff? That
covers a lot of people!
Do you realise that you can go somewhere in Audley
almost every day of the week and get refreshments, a chat,
bargains and more? I spent a week visiting every ‘coffee
morning’ in the village. Each venue offered something
different. I had a very interesting and enjoyable time and
picked up a couple of items I actually needed.
Tuesday Audley Methodist Church
( yes, the church) 10.30 – 12.00 a.m. Car park.
Bus route. Coffee, tea + Biscuits.
The last Tuesday in the month 11.30-12.00 a.m.
Communion service.
Community Lunch 3rd Tuesday in the month for
anyone who has lost a partner and lives alone. Contact
Pauline 01782 720708 for information about that.
Wednesday Audley & District Community
Centre 8.30 - 11.30 a.m. Car park. Bus route.
Next to Audley Millennium Green.
Breakfast Menu early. Drinks + snacks. Stalls selling
bric-a-brac, books & clothes. Always buzzing. I bought
a kitchen clock.
Go and find out when and what their next event is.
Thursday Audley & District Pensioners Hall
10.00 - 11.30 a.m.
Car park opposite church. Bus route. Next to Medical Centre.
Milky coffee + biscuit for 50p! Bric-a-brac stall.
You do not have to be a pensioner! Why not pop across while
you are waiting for your prescription to be sorted?
Why not go and have a chat to Ann about volunteering for
Audley & District OAP Association – new blood is needed!
Friday St. James Church Hall 10.00 – 12.00 a.m.
Car park opposite church. Bus route. The Church is also
open. Stalls selling bric-a-brac, books & clothes. I bought
a great jacket for 50p! Coffee, tea + biscuits. Raffle. Busy
atmosphere.
Saturday Audley Theatre 10.00 – 12.00 a.m. Bus
route. Theatre Box Office. Next to Audley Library. Change
your books, get your tickets for the next production and enjoy
the milky coffee.
ALL VENUES WILL MAKE YOU VERY WELCOME. TRY THEM!
Margaret Pointon.
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Audley Local Action
Partnership (LAP)

At our group meeting in June, it was agreed that
we would support the Newcastle Borough Council’s
Communities Day by organising a Parish litter pick.
Our four schools agreed to support us, so 200 children
collected sacks and sacks of litter throughout the
Parish. In spite of spending precious money publicising
the event only 6 adults joined committee members on
the litter pick, which was rather disappointing. But a big
thank you to the children and staff for their help.
Photographs show top right Pupils from Sir Thomas
Boughey School litter picking Marions Walk Way. Below
left the pupils from Ravensmead School litter picking

outside the Audley Co-op Store.
Middle right pupils outside the Heathcote Street
School after participating in the litter pick. The pupils
from Wood lane Junior School also took part but
unfortunately no photograph was submitted.
You can see on the picture to the right some of our
Senior Citizens who enjoyed performing with students
from Sir Thomas Boughey High School in a Samba
Band concert, partly funded by LAP. Other students
provided a splendid lunch for players and visitors before
the music began. Our thanks go to Joe Wilson and his
colleagues for working with the musicians and to the
school for their hospitality and support.
In September, Apedale will be marking the centenary of
the First World War with a Tracks to the Trenches event. Our committee thinks that this event might appeal to some of our
Senior Citizens.
We will organise a coach trip and lunch for them and they can take part in or just enjoy the event.
If you are interested in the work of Audley LAP or have any suggestions to make please get in touch.
Jane Lancaster, Chair (tel. 01782 720231)
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Oscar’s much more than pet food

Love your pet?

At Oscar, we understand your pet is very much part of the
family. Over 20 years’ experience of manufacturing our own
quality dog and cat food has given us the opportunity to prove to
many owners that Oscar food is not only very tasty and excellent
value but can also provide the means for a long and healthy life
for the pets.
We aim to always be there for you and your pet, giving
the right nutritional advice and helping to ensure that your
pet receives the appropriate Oscar food.
We pride ourselves on sourcing only quality ingredients,
with nutrition being our primary consideration. We have
ensured that the health and well-being of your pet are of the
utmost importance in the manufacture of our food.
We declare our main ingredients by name and percentage.
Our food is free from artificial flavours, colours and preservatives.
We make all the difference by using whole grains and high quality
meat, concentrated for a lower feeding rate and more efficient
digestion. This results in less waste better for your pet easier
for you to manage PLUS saving you money at every mealtime.
So why choose Oscars?
• Free Delivery
• Value for Money
• Best Quality
• Try Before you Buy
• Free Nutritional Advice
Our wide choice of pet foods, including gluten free, joint care
and weight-control. For further information or a Free Taste Trial
of the Oscar’s Foods, please contact Dave or Sharon on
01782 257972 or 07816085942
Competition. We will accept a scan copy as an entrance
or write the answer and post to the Freepost address.

Laura with Otto
from Bath

You’ll love OSCAR Pet Foods!
●
●
●
●

ALL FOR JUST £5
Call Dave Whittlestone on 01782 257972 now
for a £5 starter pack - with the money back
off your first order.
Tel: 0800 195 8000

www.oscar.co.uk
Participating franchisees only.

Still Wanted back issues.
Have any of our readers got spare copies of issues 2
and 3 of the Audley Community News. If so can you
please contact the Editor on the usual number.

Problem Feet?
HEATHER NIEWDACH

Chiropodist/Podiatrist
BSc (Hons) MChS
HPC Registered

Mondays at
102 Crewe Road, Alsager
Tuesday to Friday – Home Visits
Tel: 01270 879643
Mob: 07852 204335
Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk
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Poems from our readers

Audley Bells
Floating, floating o’er the valley,
Comes their bright and happy tune,
Through the sunny gleams of morning,
And the deeper shades of noon.
From the bygone distant ages, far, oh far beyond our ken,
They have echoed from the hillside,
Calling to the souls of men.
Tones of joy and tones of sorrow,
Tones of happiness and tears,
Breathing hope for the tomorrow,
Telling of the passing years.
Bells across the meadows ringing,
Spreading happiness a wide,
Peace and concord ever bringing,
With their sweeter tones to ride
To the vast eternal spaces where rich harmonies are known,
Earth born joys a heaven embraces,
Welcome to a lasting home.
George Colclough
Fates of the Wind by Peter W. Hodgkins
Life is presented through seasonal wind,
Sometimes fast and furious.
Often gentle held with charm,
Sometimes kind and curious.
Holding steady when losing track,
Blowing gracefully-to guide us back
Creating charm with beauty, peace of mind,
May Fates this day hold you most kind.
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Appearances
Judge not a book by its cover often we are told
Sound advice for anyone, be they young or old
Yet at times it isn’t easy, take sporting a tattoo
A modern trend which could offend all who’ve
known it as taboo.
There are those who always will prefer to see
unblemished skin
Although it has no bearing on the person from within.
Yet one could well imagine a person looking for a job
Having greatly tried yet been denied, mistaken as a yob.
No doubt it surely will depend on what one can expect
To understand that work in hand brings measures of respect.
Pop stars or a sportsman may enjoy no stumbling block
Yet worn by teachers or a doctor it could come as quite
a shock.
Is flesh now like a canvas to display a noble art
Or seen as a pin cushion to accept a poison dart?
In future years will there be tears for those who will regret
These “must have” days of fashion, never to forget?
The industry is booming, displays are worn with pride
Subjects of discussion to admire or much deride.
But what is not in question is a person’s right
To decide for them what’s beauty rather than a sight.
Derrick Bate.
Why not send in your poems for publication
we would welcome them.

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List

SENIOR
CITIZENS 10%

DISCOUNT

Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.00
£6.50
£5.00
£4.00
£4.00
£8.50
£1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Audley Rotary Club
Throughout 2013/14 the Rotary Club
of Audley has been celebrating its 50th
Anniversary.
The Club have commemorated this
milestone by installing a plaque on the
Butchers Arms as this is where the first
meetings were held in 1963 and indeed
continue to this day.
In addition 5 flowering cherry trees
have been planted in the Nantwich
Road Cemetery.
Pictured top right founder Member
Phillip Broadhurst and Past
President Robert Edwards
Although the Club have
had significant International
Projects this year, such as
funding meals for 200 children
for a whole year in Malawi,
it has been in our community
that we have been most active,
helping many groups and
individuals.
One unusual request for help
came recently, via the Audley
Community News, in the shape of
a specially trained dog to assist
a young lady from Audley who
suffers from Asperger’s Syndrome,
a form of autism.
17 year old Niamh has
been unable to attend school
and has great difficulty
leaving her home due to
the anxiety caused by
the condition. This has
severely restricted her
life and she has not been
able to live as a normal
teenager would.
Photo above center
Niamh’s parents Dave
and Teresa Wright with
“Arc” the dog and Past President Robert
Edwards.
It has been shown that autistic young
people have a special chemistry with dogs
and vice versa as they sense anxiety and
create a calming effect.
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Arc, the dog, is already having a
significant effect on Niamh’s life and
the Club is delighted that it was able
to contribute £3,000 to help fund this
special project.
One organisation that deserves all
the help it can get is our own Audley
First Responders. We are so lucky
to have such dedicated people to
give this service in our community.
However they do need a reliable
vehicle and when we heard that their
previous one needed to be replaced,
we were delighted that our £5,000
contribution, raised from many Santa
Claus collections made it possible.
The history of Audley Rotary Club
is about its individuals past and
present and the effect they have,
when combining together to
make a difference.
We look forward to the next 50
years of Rotary in Audley. The next
Rotary year is well underway with
our new President, Jim McCabe and
we look forward to the next 50 years
of Rotary in Audley.
Pictured left is County Councillor
Ann Beech with Paul Sargent, from
the Audley First Responders. Ann is
presenting a grant certificate worth
£1300 from the Staffs County Council.
Audley Parish Council have also
donated £1500 which went towards
the purchase of the car.
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Miracle Drug for Halmer End Resident
Douglas Clarke says it’s like winning the lottery now he is in
remission after being prescribed a new miracle drug to
combat his cancer.
Doug was diagnosed
with Chronic Lymphonic
cancer. He was offered
the life changing drug
as part of a trial of the
new ABT 199 anti
cancer drug at The
Christie hospital in
Manchester. Amazingly
Doug’s cancer was into
remission just three
weeks after starting the
trial.
Doug said he was just a
guinea pig but could not
have received any better treatment anywhere. He added that
after he had been on the list for bone marrow treatment,
medics decided to put him forward for this trial. Doctor Alan
Bloor, his consultant said, “patients have taken the drug and

Growing up in the 1940s
Following on from your last issue of the magazine where you
published a photograph of the Craft in Miles Green I thought
your readers may like to read about my early days as a boy.
For those of you who don’t know me, my wife Beryl and
I have lived in
Miles Green and the
surrounding area since
1935. I’m now retired
and a prolific golfer and
I was fortunate enough
to become golfer of
the year at Onnely golf
club in 2013. Most
locals will probably
remember me when
I had the local milk
round and before
that I was an artist
at Royal Doulton. I
now paint as a hobby
and I’m considering
a display in Audley
library of some of
my work.
As a young
boy growing up
in the Craft I was
blissfully unaware
of the turmoil and cruelty
going on in the world. I had missed the real horror of the
war. The air raid siren in Audley would make us aware of the
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within one hour have been clear of the disease”.
Douglas is the caretaker at Newcastle under Lyme Golf
Club and now takes 4 tablets a day until he reached his
maximum dose. Douglas said this treatment which he will
have to take for the rest of his life has given him an additional
30 years as opposed to his original prognosis of just two and
a half years his doctor had said before treatment.
He added “My family has kept me going throughout. This
whole journey has made me look at life differently. When I
was told I was in remission it was just like winning the lottery.
I have received so much support and I just can’t believe the
results. Now we’re trying to get back to normality. We have
been unable to go on holiday for the last three years so we
are looking forward to that.” Kerry, Douglas’ wife said she
feels exceptionally lucky that her husband was selected for
the trial.
Dr. Alan Bloor, consultant haematologist, who has been
overseeing the trial at the Christie Hospital said “We are one
of the few centres in the world trailing it and it has been a
spectacular success.”
Grandad Douglas Clarke is the first person to try this new
‘miracle drug’ and we wish Douglas all the best for the future
and look forward to hearing about his continued recovery.
oncoming German bombers. My mum and dad would rush
around and shepherd us into the cellar or under the huge
kitchen table. The bombers would be returning from raids
on the Liverpool Docklands or more locally at Rolls Royce,
Radway Green ammunition factory or Shelton Bar steel mills.
Of course there were other targets but they were the main
players. Near misses were at Red Street, Chesterton hitting
the Corona pop works and at Wolstanton.
The raids were mainly at night so the blackout was
enforced and Mr. Capper the local air raid warden ensured
you did enforce it. If there was light streaming through your
window you’d hear cries of ‘get that light out’. Occasionally a
German bomber would be seen during the day and when we
did we were always happy to hear the ‘all clear’ siren.
Being a pupil at Alsagers Bank School during this time air
raid drills were a regular event. I will never forget the horrible
musty smell as we children were relocated underground to
the air raid shelter accompanied by our ‘Mickey Mouse’ gas
mask at the ready. It was all quite exciting for a young lad,
anything was better than English or Maths.
Footwear at this time, wooden clogs in the winter which
were great for sliding. When the tips were worn down my
father, Len would take me to Freddy Platts in Hougher Wall.
He had a large wooden shed in his back garden where he had
his business. As a lad I was fascinated to see Fred with a
mouth full of nails repairing clogs virtually spitting them at the
clogs under repair.
The picture shows Stan Brayford, me Clive Rhodes and
Graham Brayford at play in the Craft. In future issue of this
magazine I will write more of my experiences of what went on
in my life as a boy and young man living in the parish.

audley patient panel

Health Centre News & Information
Audley Health Centre Practice Manager Julie Stokes and Audley PPG Secretary
David Hardy during the recent drive to make patients aware of the latest shortfall
in Overall General Practitioners budgets. David and other PPG members
collected signatures in the Health Centre reception.
￼
Julie and David after a good day of signature hunting.
Dr. Emma Sutton
Some good news was announced by the CCG. Dr. Emma Sutton of Audley Health Centre has been
given a new role within the governing body in North Staffordshire, that of Clinical Director for Primary
Care Dr. Sutton was happy to accept the new position and all the challenges that the role brings with
it and looked forward to beginning new role. The good news is that the new position will not impact
on her duties at our Health Centre as Dr. Sutton remains one of Audley’s most popular GPs.
Patient Panel News
Surveys
The latest patient survey will commence from September 1st 2014. These patient surveys are important because they
help to generate information for the practise that they can then use to improve in the areas you say.
On-Line appointments/ On-Line Prescriptions.
The PPG are going to organise a self-help workshop to offer help to all of our patients who are having trouble using the new
automated appointments and the new repeat prescriptions. So look out for the posters letting you know what day we will be
having the workshop.
INR Clinics at Audley.
For those of you who use Audley Health Centre for your INR blood tests please take notice of the survey that the nurses are
asking you to fill in. This survey is designed to show the managers who commission services that the local Health Centre INR
clinics are a valuable part of the services that you receive at Audley. It’s important to remember when we all had to get up to
the Path Lab every week. Please don’t let us return to that.
Midsummer Mayhem.
Audley PPG along with several other local PPG’s had a table at the recent midsummer mayhem day in Newcastle Lyme valley
on August 10th 2014, where people were invited to come along and have a chat with the PPG members or chat to the other
localities that where there.
Audley PPG used this event to spread the word about patient involvement as well as how you all could become involved.
Hit mix Radio
Listen out for a number of interviews planned for August regarding your PPG.
Meet the Team Number 1
Audley Patient Panel Chairman Mr. Kevin Shenton:
Kevin has been Chairman of our group for 2 years now after taking over from the last Chairman.
Kevin has driven the group forward with his straight to the point attitude and desire for patient
participation.
Kevin is also a member of the North Staffs Patient Congress as well as being the Chairman of the
Newcastle-North Locality group, so any free time Kevin has is spent working on behalf of the Audley
patients or presiding over the Locality group. Kevin’s drive and enthusiasm is just what we need to
continue moving patient participation forward.
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Halmer End
Community
Action Group
Concern over Dog Fouling in our village.
It’s an unavoidable by-product of
owning a dog and therefore all dog
owners have a moral duty and legal
responsibility to clean up after their
dogs.
Dog fouling is a major issue for this
village. It is the most offensive type of
litter on our street and is consistently
raised as a public concern.
It is this undesirable and offensive
kind of litter that has provoked a
number of the residents to meet and
discuss the issue at length with a view
to try to solve the problem.
Halmer End Community Action Group.
The objective of the meeting is to
educate some dog walkers with the
importance of a “A Bin and Bag It
campaign”. With the help of Craig
Brown, Newcastle Borough Council Dog
Warden, it is hoped that vigilant patrols
of known areas where the situation
is worst, any offenders caught will be
subjected to what could be up to a
£1000 fine in a magistrates court.
An authorised officer of an authority
may issue a fixed penalty notice. The
amount can be set by the local authority
and is usually between £50 and £80.
Audley Councillor Vice Chair, Trevor
Sproston, has informed the group that
additional warning signs have been
purchased depicting the fines and
where dogs are permitted and where
dogs are not and will be sited on arrival.
Halmer End F.C. pitch is a favoured
spot for dog walkers so much so that
games have been halted by the referee
and the area has had to be cleaned
before the match could commence, but
most of the village footpaths in the High
Street, Co-operative Lane, Cloggers
Pool, Bateswood and Podmore are all
targets too. All these locations will be

patrolled with increased frequency in
the foreseeable future.
A poster campaign will be evident in
the village to educate everyone and try
to eradicate the problem. It’s estimated
that the dog population in England is
8 million producing a 1000 tonnes of
excrement a day .
It’s fair to say that the majority of
dog owners act responsibly and pick up
after their dogs. However it’s a minority
of irresponsible owners that is often
the cause of the complaints to local
authorities.
The regulations clearly state being
unaware the dog has fouled, or not
having the suitable means of removing
faeces is not a reasonable excuse for
failing to clean up after a dog.
Dog fouling is unsightly,
unpleasant and can on occasion
lead to Toxacariasis in humans
which can cause serious illness and
even blindness. Sadly, the general
understanding of the rare Toxocaria
Canis infection is limited to hysterical
media reports and hearsay.
The facts are these:
As the eggs of the Toxacariasis worm
take over two weeks to hatch and
become active, there are no health risks
to you from immediately clearing up
after your dog.
In tests, only five per cent of dogs
were found to expel Toxacariasis worm
eggs. Of this five percent, the majority
were pups between two weeks and six
months of age or pregnant bitches.
Foxes and cats are also potential

Toxacariasis hosts.
The incidence of all Toxocarariasisinduced diseases in the UK is only two
cases per million of the population.
However, that still means 40 people
needlessly ill each year.
If deposited in soil, the eggs of the
Toxacariasis worm can lie dormant for
up to three years in the right conditions.
They are highly resistant to temperature
changes and chemical disinfectants.
40 people a year are infected by this
disease, 40 in 1 million doesn’t seem a
lot unless it’s your child !
So increased patrols by the dog
wardens , a campaign to educate
everyone in the village with leaflets and
stickers and the vigilance of the village
to highlight those irresponsible dog
walkers.
Remember dogs can’t behave
responsibly – only the owners.
Alan Steele local resident, would like
to thank all the attendees for their input
and would like to thank the Borough
and Parish officers for their help in
hopefully eradicating this disgusting
practise. Thanks go to David Hardy
for compiling a leaflet suitable for
distribution to all the villagers
Get involved, in addition to borough
officers to be in the right place at the
right time to effectively tackle problems
you can tell us where you think we need
to patrol, calling 01782 742590. More
details can be found at:
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/
dogpatrols
Mike Joynson.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Special Visitors to Halmer End Monday Club

25

Over the past few months, Halmer End Methodist Monday
Club has, thanks to a grant from Se@m (Social Enterprise
in Staffs Moorlands), had fun with two specialist visitors.
Simon Airey, from Corner Exotics, introduced us to many
exotic animals, encouraging the children to hold them,
overcoming their fears, and learning about the animals’
role in the world.
Paul Grainger from “Shooting Stars Circus Skills”
taught the children several circus skills, including
spinning plates, spinning the Diabolo, juggling scarves
and making juggling balls.
Thanks to Se@m and our visitors!
Helen Trippier, telephone 01782 722685.

Stay And Play Group Halmer End Methodist Church
Every Wednesday in term time
Stay and Play provides opportunities
to broaden children’s horizons and
boost their self esteem, providing
activities which help children to build
relationships with their parents,
grandparents, childminders and carers
in a fun and relaxed environment.
The Stay and Play sessions are also
educational with an emphasis
on “learning through play” offering a
wide range of activities for the children,
these include drawing, crafts, play
dough, puzzles, toys for babies and
for the older children, Duplo, music
and story telling.
Play is vital for children; it’s how
babies and young children learn,
grow and have fun. It helps them to
develop emotionally, socially, physically,
intellectually and understand the
world around them. Through play
children can experiment; learn about
themselves; mix with others; and
develop into healthy well balanced
grown ups.
This dedicated group of people have
been involved in running the group from
October 2013. The organiser, Avril
Frankish, moved here from London to
work for Stoke on Trent Council about
8 years ago where she was employed

in social care. Unfortunately, Avril was
made redundant in October 2012,
Stoke on Trent’s Council’s loss is
Halmer End’s gain.
The new group is a joint venture
between St. John’s Anglican Church
and Halmer End Methodist Chapel.
The two leaders are Avril Frankish and
Rachel Chelashaw who is the wife of
Kip, curate of St. John’s. They are
assisted be a rota of ladies who help
out in the kitchen, including Helen
Tarbuck, Helen Trippier, Mary Bielby and
David Rowley who helps to set out the
toys in the morning. Rachel, Kip and
Helen Hoe the Methodist Minister, take
it in turns to read a short bible story
for the children. The group is ideally
suited for children from 0 to 3 years
of age and is open from 9.30 am until
11.30 am with a little quiet time before

going home. Currently 28
children attend along with 20 adults,
it’s popularity is evident by the growing
numbers, so much so that Councillor
Ann Beech has donated £1000 to
the group from her budget to help the
development costs. The grant has
enabled the group to add a ball pit, a
wooden kitchen and play shop to the
toys available.
The photo above shows members
of the group formally accepting the gift
from Councillor Ann Beech.
We encourage “a healthy child”
by providing healthy snacks and a
drink during our sessions and research
shows that children settle into their
pre-school⁄nursery routines and
environment at lot easier when they
have attended “Stay and Play”
on a regular basis.
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Purity
HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS, SUNBED,
TANNING, HOLISTIC THERAPY
Peace of mind in a professional
friendly environment.
178 Ravens Lane Bignall End
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.com
Find us on 

Safe Landing for Kelly

Audley Community
News
Audley Community
News

Audley & District
Wi News For
June 2014
The Women’s Institute will be celebrating its centenary next
year. There will be lots going on and lots to celebrate and
this year there has been a baton travelling all over the country
with the WI executives of that county. It was Audley WI’s turn
in June and our Border Kleys group chose Keele University
to hand over the baton with refreshments at the Keele village
hall. All went well but I cannot believe we are 100 years old.
Audley will also be celebrating 60 years next year but we
have not yet decided how we will be celebrating. I would love
to have been a fly on the wall to see what it was like in those
early days. The one thing I know is that the same principles
apply now as they did then, that we are here to support each
other. Unlike today, the WI group was all women had for
themselves in those days.
We enjoyed our usual birthday party in June with a lovely
meal where a member, Isobel Cooper, cut the cake. Isobel
was celebrating being in the WI for 60 years, as she was in
another WI previously. The belly dancers entertained, several
of our members had a go, trying to work off the wonderful
desserts we had consumed.
Our speaker for July was Dr. Robert Finn (chiropractor)
talking about spine awareness, how to keep our spines
healthy and it proved to be very interesting. Dr. Finn also had
the group doing exercises to help strengthen our backs. We
all went home with our exercise sheets, promising to try and
continue with the exercises each day.
In September we are looking forward to our outing to Heath
House in Tean and our group outing to Keddlestone Hall is
on the 2nd October. Also in September we have WI member
Helen Mancey coming to talk about her trip to Ethiopia.

Kelly Johnson, the Bar Manager of the Railway Inn Halmer
End, can be seen above safely landing after her daring
Bungee Jump all in aid of charity.
Kelly in fact took on the highest Bungee Jump found in the
U.K., when on Monday the 26th July at the Clough Hall Public
House Kidsgrove she leaped to a drop of 200 foot to help
raise £236 which she then donated to Air Ambulance.
Kelly’s dad and mum are Landlord and Landlady of the
Railway Inn Halmer End.
All I can say is Well Done Kelly, you’re far braver than I.

In October we have Pauline Snooke - ‘The Five Bears’, and
in November we have local lad David Beckett talking about
‘The History of Audley’.
If you are interested in visiting a lovely bunch of ladies
you will find us at the St. James’ Church Hall on the fourth
Thursday at 7pm.
Telephone either - Anne 721957 or Glenis 722009 for
more information.

Wanted

Issue No 4 of the Audley Historian please
contact the Editor, contact details can be
found on page 3.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Harp Of Gold Fun Day
Picture the scene, it is 2.45am and
having been awoken by a spectacular
storm lighting up the sky. All you are
thinking is 8 months of hard work and
preparation, all bases covered and
everything in place to make Harp of
Gold Party in the Parish the biggest and
best FUN DAY the village has ever seen.
The day was chosen 6 months in
advance. What can you do but push on.
Everybody knows the story and
they also know that over the last 12
months the Harp of Gold team have
been establishing themselves as quite
a team in their quest to aid a former
school friend and local charities close to
peoples’ hearts.
The Friday was a stunning, warm
day, people arrived to help in the setting
up process Audley Football Club was
looking resplendent and the signature
colours of Harp of Gold’s blue and
gold bunting flying high down Old
Road, leading to a set up that wetted
the appetite in anticipation of a Fun
Day that could only be described as
amazing and memorable.
The work the team put into arranging
such events whilst having lives, jobs
and families of their own is quite an
achievement.
So to the day itself, Saturday 19th July
2014, the wettest day of the summer
so far, but that didn’t detract from the
entertainment on offer and the amount
of things to do and see. As last year,
the food on offer was outstanding.
The marquee filled with the local
baking qualities of a team gathered
together by Katie Weatherington was
quite simply cake baking at its best and
went down a storm with the locals as
did the BBQ, and the team led by Steve
Harrison and Nicola Eardley worked
tirelessly to keep everybody’s bellies full
and spirits high.
There were times of tears during
the first few hours of the day, when the
clouds and rain threatened to never
break and render the day a bit of a
washout. But as 1pm approached the
tears turned to smiles and the smiles to
laughter as first the rain stopped, then
the clouds began to lighten and the

people began to flock through the gate
to witness the rematch of the football
game from last year’s Fun Day between
Sir Thomas Boughey Old Boys and the
National Veterinary Service.
Mike Pejic, the former Stoke City
and England legend was on hand to
keep the proceedings in check during a
hard fought and competitive encounter,
where class and fitness ultimately told
and the victors for the second year
running were the Boughey boys. After
going a goal down to a dubious free
kick decision, goals from Matt Buckley,
Jase Oliver, Gaz Jenks, Lee Melvin and
a brace from Steve Harp’s cousin, Dave
Ward enabled them to run out 6-1
winners. Captain Gary Pedley lifted the
Harp of Gold Cup again with the help
of attending Steve Harp and his family,
as once again Mr. Gould of Sir Thomas
Boughey High School was on hand to
oversee the presentation ceremony and
to offer a few words about the work
of the Harp of Gold team and Steve
himself.
Many thanks once again must go
to 6 Towns Radio, for their continued
support and to village restaurant Alessi
for their sponsorship of the football.
National Veterinary Services for once
again providing a worthy opponent to
the Sir Thomas Boughey High School
team and to all of the Harp of Gold
sponsors, donators, volunteers, and
the people that braved the elements to
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attend the second annual event held by
the group. Without them there would
not be a Harp of Gold Fun Day.
Finally, Ade would once again like
to express his massive gratitude to the
Harp of Gold team for their continued
hard work and commitment to the
cause.
What you guys have done over the
last year is quite remarkable and special
praise is reserved for the efforts of
Emma Harrison who pulled so much
together and spent countless hours to
make sure everything was in place and
organised along with co-founder Maz
Horne.
Everybody in the team has a specific
role and without one cog the wheel
which is the Harp of Gold Team would
not function, a massive thanks to
you all: Ginty Thorley, Claire and Kath
White, Rob Ellis, Matt Cotterill, Katie
Weatherington, Sarah Wintle, Emma
Taylor, Jill Walker, Phoebe Home and of
course Maz Horne, Emma Harrison and
Ade Martin.
The picture above shows left to right
top row, a representative of 6 Towns
Radio, Mike Pejic, Steve’s mum, Sarah
Wintle Steve’s partner bottom centre
Steve, with Ade Martin.
Keep an eye out on Facebook, local
press and the Audley Community News
of upcoming Harp of Gold events and
here’s to next year’s annual FUN DAY.
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A Lifetime
in the Navy
David Lovatt MBE.

I was sad to leave the Diomede in
December ’73 after almost 3 years
of happy times. However, a 6 month
professional course at Mercury
beckoned. I was keen to return to
sea on its completion, but also had to
submit my shore service preference.
I was fortunate to get a shore draft
to Hong Kong, where I worked in the
Naval Communications Centre which
was located in the Army’s Victoria
barracks on the lower levels of the Peak
overlooking the main harbour.
The favourable working routine
provided excellent opportunities to see
many parts of the colony including
outlying islands that the normal tourist
does not see. Friendships were also
made with some of the local Chinese
which enabled me to see what
inhabitants life was like.
Once more, the guys I worked and
lived with were ‘top notch’ and there
were varied social activities. The
colony was hit by 3 typhoons during
my year there. We locked down in
the Communications Centre, living on
ration packs for several days until the

Features
storm had passed, then went outside to
witness the devastation left behind.
The year quickly passed and I would
have gladly stayed for longer. Cuts in
the Defence budget meant that few
ships would deploy to the Far East, and
I would only have limited trips to plan
or take part in exercises in the future.
Back in UK I had a short fill-in draft to
Northwood prior to getting my sea legs
back in the autumn.
In October 1975 I joined the County
Class, Guided Missile Destroyer
Devonshire at Rosyth for its last
commission. The County Class looked
impressive ships with twin 4.5 inch gun
turrets forward of the bridge, and the
large Seaslug missile system towards
the stern. However, the ships had been
plagued with a number of faults and
the Seaslug was an unreliable weapon.
Another Destroyer had fired the
Seaslug in the designated sea range
off Aberporth in South Wales. However,
the missile had veered off course and
landed in the middle of a prize herd of
cows and wiped them out.
Devonshire turned out to be a jinx
ship with numerous serious incidents,
including two helicopters ditching.
One was lost at night in the Irish Sea
just prior to Christmas with the pilot’s
body never being found. The second
helicopter ditched on the very last
day at sea with families and Princess
Alexandra onboard. On a planned trip
to the Far East a boiler blew up off
Lisbon, Portugal, and we limped back
to Portsmouth. There were also around
10 different small fires that were
fortunately extinguished before they
became a major problem, but put us all
on edge.
We had one memorable trip to
the Mediterranean and Black Seas
in the scorching summer of 1976. A
period of détente between the West
and the Soviet Union saw us visiting
the Black Sea port of Odessa, whilst a
Soviet Kashin class destroyer visited
Portsmouth at the exact same time.
The Soviet security services kept an eye
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on us whilst ashore. It was surprising
how many locals spoke good English
and those we spoke to praised the BBC
World Service. Shops and services
were minimal and their interiors looked
pre WWII. Large posters on Soviet
era buildings proclaimed the worker
of the month. Originally built by the
French, one evening I visited the Opera
house and during the interval sampled
excellent gateaux and their version
of champagne. However, it appeared
that local attendees were part of the
privileged few, and Odessa was the
resort that the higher echelon of Soviets
were able to go to as a reward. That
said, the sunbeds on the beach were
laid out in a regimented line with table
tennis tables and they had to stay in the
exact spot!.
Leaving Odessa we developed some
gearbox problems, which would require
attention at some point. After Odessa,
we visited Constanta, Romania. Several
of us took a 5 hour coach journey to the
capital Bucharest. It was a torturous
journey on very poor roads passing
through hamlets where residents wore
traditional clothing and oxen pulling
carts appeared to be a normal mode
of transport. Leaving Constanta, We
made our way to our base in Malta
via Istanbul, where an initial look at
the gearbox indicated major work was
required. Remaining in harbour for a
month, experts from the UK did their
best, but in the end a short term fix
kept the ship mobile. Despatched to
stand by off Lebanon to rescue any
British citizens during one of the regular
crises in the area, we had a short
notice standdown to visit Haifa, Israel.
However, the message of our arrival
was mislaid in the diplomatic channels
and on approaching Israeli waters we
were met by missile-bearing fast patrol
craft, who appeared only too eager
to repel our ‘invasion’. Diplomacy
sorted we enjoyed a fascinating visit,
taking trips to many of the religious
sites across the country. The Israeli
Army girls were quite striking in their
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uniforms. Tanned, with long hair,
wearing short khaki skirts and tight
blouses but brandishing machine guns
and bandeleroes of bullets, they looked
like they had just stepped off a James
Bond film set.
The picture top right shows
Devonshire centre and Britannia bottom
centre in the summer of 1977 being
part of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
Review of the Fleet at Spithead, off
Portsmouth. This was the last occasion
that such a large gathering of not only
British but Commonwealth and Allied
navies took place.
Devonshire had one final trip to the
Caribbean in 1978, where we were the
guard ship for the aircraft carrier ARK
ROYAL, which had recently enjoyed
exposure in the BBC TV documentary
Sailor. Visits included the French island
of Guadaloupe, Antigua and St. Lucia
where the film ‘Firepower’ was being
made on location, and the actor James
Coburn visited the ship with his minder,
the then little known O J Simpson. One
of the final visits was to Charleston in
South Carolina with the fine examples
of large clapboard mansions on the
river waterfront.
Returning to UK in early summer,
somehow, despite all my absences,
romance had blossomed and leaving
Devonshire, I was married at the end of

29

Features

July in Southend. Rochelle and I had
looked in the Audley area for a property,
however, few were on the market,
and estate agents did not appear
proactive when we did make enquiries.
Therefore, I settled down in Benfleet, a
few miles up the Thames estuary from
Southend.
For a few months I worked
ashore at the Commander in Chief’s
Headquarters at Northwood, Middlesex
whilst waiting for a Radio Supervisors
career course at Mercury, which suited
me domestically. Early in 1979 I
joined Mercury. The course was very
important, failure would set me back at
least 4 years. Seven of us participated

MAKE 2014 YOUR YEAR!
Meeting every Monday at 6:30pm
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
NANTWICH ROAD
6:30 PM WEIGH-IN AND 7:00 PM MEETING
Contact Liv for more details on 07531507855
www.weightwatchers.co.uk

in the course. We were entitled to our
own individual cabins, but all agreed
and wanted to share a mess together
because we would bond better as a
team and assist each other during the
difficult 6 month course.
All was progressing well, however
we had to take summer leave and
return for final exams. During this
leave Lord Mountbatten of Burma was
assassinated and I and the rest of the
course were instantly recalled from
leave to participate in the ceremonial
funeral.
The next episode will reveal the
details.

Dan Matthews
Garden Services

Lawns, hedges, weeding, tidying,
fence/shed painting,
pressure washing and general
maintenance.
All jobs considered. Regular/one
off work undertaken.
Fully insured. Competitive rates.
Call/text 07933013206 to arrange
a free quote
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news from audley parish council

Audley Parish Council 2014
Mr. M Dolman
Mr. E Durber
Mr. C C Cooper
Mr. P Breuer
* Note as at time of print there are 2
vacancies.

Your Parish Council
Audley Rural Parish Council is a
statutory elected local authority, which
acts as a voice for local opinion by
keeping in close and regular contact
with its electorate and provides a focus
for voluntary organisations in the area.
Our Council comprises of three wards:
Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End
which are represented by a total of 15
councillors, who volunteer their time:
Mr. H Proctor (Chairman)
Mr. T Sproston (Vice chair)
Mrs. V Pearson
Mr. D Cornes
Mrs. B Kinnersley
Mr. P J Morgan
Mrs. C D Cornes
Mrs. A Beech
Mr. A Wemyss

Bert Proctor
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MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what
has been achieved over the last year
or so can be obtained from the Annual
Report 2013/14 or by looking through
the minutes from every meeting on the
Parish Council’s website.
You can visit our website at anytime
http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit
the 8 noticeboards across the Parish for
more info, agendas and minutes.
You can contact Mrs.. C Withington,
Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone:  07901 692414
Email:
audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post: Lyngarth, Barthomley Road,
Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU

New Audley Parish
Borough Councillor.

I would like to express
my sincere thanks and
appreciation to all the people
of Audley, Bignall End, and
Wood Lane who voted for me
in the recent Borough Council
elections in May 2014.
I am most honoured and
proud to be elected to serve
this area on Newcastle
Borough Council.
I assure you that as your
newly elected councillor I will
join with Ann Beech your other Labour Borough Councillor,
and of course your County Councillor, in striving to represent
your interest at all times.
To ensure that we properly represent your views and
opinions, Ann and I will be organising regular surgeries in

We are here to help, but in order to
be effective you need to let us know
if you have any issues or concerns
relating to the Parish. Members of
the public are welcome to attend any
meeting of the Council. We usually
meet on the 3rd Thursday of every
month at 7pm, at venues located
around the Parish – please see the
noticeboards and the website for the
exact details. Residents are able to
address the council during the public
participation session.
Parish Council Public surgeries on
a 1-2-1 basis with a Parish Councillor
will now be held at *6.30pm to *7pm,
finishing just prior to the start of every
Council meeting (*subject to change –
please check the latest agenda).
Additionally there are now Police/
Parish liaison surgeries available on the
first Wednesday of every month from
9.00am at Audley Community Centre,
Castle Hill
visit http://www.staffordshire.police.
uk/local_policing/ /audley/ for more
information.

order that we can meet with you as often as possible to be
able to deal with your problems and issues in a timely way.
Details of the arrangements for our meetings will appear
regularly in this circulation and various notice boards around
the parish. However do feel free to contact Ann or myself
by telephone at any time and we will be happy to visit you to
deal with any issues you may have.
Again thank you very much for your support.
Bert Proctor Borough Councillor.

County Election Results for May 2014
Mani Blondel (Green)
53
Dylis Cornes (LD)
460
Avril Frankish (Con)
160
Thomas Lucking (UKIP) 419
Bert Proctor (Lab)
658
Labour gain from the Lib Dems.
Bert is pictured left, giving a helping hand to the
Communities Day Litter Pick in early June, which had been
organised by the Local Action Partnership (LAP) group.
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Audley Brass and
Awards Concert

banners which we used at the concert. The banners are
a smart red and black, embroidered with the crest of Lord
Audley and each one embroidered on the back “In memory
of Mrs. Thorley Platt”. They will be a lasting reminder of Mrs.
Thorley Platt’s legacy.
The band is currently on the look out for players,
particularly cornet and bass players, so if you are a player or
ex player or you know someone who would like to be part of
this 112 year old organisation, make contact with us via the
website: www.audleybrass.org or come along to the band
room any Wednesday or Sunday between 7.15 and 9.15pm.
You will be made very welcome.
We will look forward to seeing you at various events in and
around the village during the remainder of the year and thank
you for your continued support of your village band
Peter Hauxwell.

Audley Brass recently held its annual Friends and Awards
Concert at the Central Methodist Church Hall in Bignall End.
Playing to a sell out audience the band performed tunes
from stage and screen both large and small with items as
diverse as the theme from the film Jurassic Park to the
theme from the television series Clayhanger which was
based in the Potteries.
During the evening there were a number of awards
made as follows: MD’s Award - Steve Oldham, Young
player - Callum Hill, Outstanding Contribution - Sarah Turner,
Players Player - Callum Hill and Bandsman of the Year
(The Presidents Cup) - Neil Johnson (third year in a row
that Neil has received this award!)
It has become a tradition at this event that a life member
is installed and 2014 it was no different! A life membership
is conferred in recognition of a person’s longstanding
commitment and support of the band and this year the
recipient was Mrs. Lyn Harrison. Lyn has been connected to
the band for more than thirty years and has filled many roles
as well as being a player for most of that time. Lyn and her
husband Bryan have always given generously of their time to
the band and indeed Bryan is also the band’s Vice President.
They have both been hugely supportive to the band and
we are extremely grateful for their time and energy they
continue to invest in us.
The band has been extremely fortunate this year. Early
in the spring we received a grant from the Community Chest,
through Councillor Ann Beech, to help us purchase new
Brass Cases. A new BBb Bass can cost in the order of
£8000 so you will understand that it is important that
they are protected when being transported. We are
very grateful to Ann for her support.
We also received a legacy from the will of the late Mrs.
Thorley Platt. The legacy was a substantial £3000 which
meant we were able to invest in a new Rath trombone for the
solo seat player and also some new stands and very smart

Audley Family History Society
Will be holding

A FIRST WORLD WAR EVENT
Sunday 9th November 2014
To be held at

St James’ Church Hall Audley
This is an appeal for information, photographs and
documents relating to the war where copies will be taken and
displayed in the hall. None of the originals will be used for
display. Contact email famhist147@hotmail.co.uk

The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts
Call in at The Cobbles 36/38 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 07552 800 804

Images for illustration purposes only.
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Audley Village

Barbers

‘GENTS’ Hair Dressing
Rates:
OAP.

£4.50 (Mon-Fri)

Children from. £5.50
£5.00

Opening hours.
Monday 1pm - 6pm
Tuesday 1pm - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

Thursday 1pm - 6pm
Friday 1 - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

Telephone dan 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley

Audley in pink
Did you know that Audley will be going
pink this October? Various groups,
traders and individuals are working
together with the charity Breast Cancer
Campaign to raise funds for research
into a cure and treatments for breast
cancer; and they are going to ‘Paint
Audley Parish Pink’.
Breast Cancer is the most common
of all the cancers in the UK; it is
diagnosed in 50,000 women and just
under 500 men every year. Breast
Cancer Campaign supports 94 research
units throughout the country (one of
which is at Keele University) and it is
these research units that are making
all the breakthroughs that you read
about in the newspaper. Audley
wants to be part of finding the cure.
The programme for Paint Audley
Parish Pink October 26th – November
1st, 2014 is still unfolding but the idea
is to have fun while raising awareness.

PINEWOOD
PRE SCHOOL

We are an Ofsted registered pre school that takes
children from 12 months to 5 years of age.
We offer FREE funded places from the age of 2.
We operate term time and our opening time hours are:

Monday 8.30am - 12.30pm
Tuesday - Friday 8.30am - 3.00pm

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00
Clipper.
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We are able to offer affordable sessional / full day care
where we have highly qualified and experienced staff
with over 30 years combined experience. Previous
Ofsted result was good with outstanding aspects.
For more details please contact Zoe on:

0784 261 2547
We can be found at St. Johns’ Church Hall
Alsagers Bank.

Already several events have been
scheduled. Throughout the WeekShops in the village have entered the
‘Best Dressed Shop’ Competition.
The competition is being sponsored
by the Audley Rural Parish Council
and the winning shops will have their
prizes awarded by the Chairman of
the Council, Bert Proctor. The NHS
Breast Screening Service will mount an
Information Display in the Village Post
Office Window. Ginio at G’s Barbershop
is offering from Tuesday – Thursday, 5
cuts and close shaves with a
complimentary glass of wine, for a set
price with proceeds to Breast Cancer
Campaign; and on Saturday, hair
stencils for a donation to the charity.
On Tuesday October 28th – A rehearsal
concert by the popular Audley Ladies
Choir in the Pensioners’ Hall with
proceeds to Breast Cancer Campaign.
And on Friday October 31st/Saturday
November 1st – Mr. Pink, Peter Shore
will visit the village, (autographs and
photographs are permitted).

The Tower of St. James Church will
be open for adventurers to have an
aerial view of the parish on Saturday
October 25th.
And on Saturday November 1st ,
the last day of the ‘Pink’ week, Shaun
Landy of Audley Country Meats, Church
St. is sponsoring a Hog Roast outside
his shop. The Town Crier will be ringing
his bell around the village to announce
events in different locations; among
which, a Mobile High Ropes Course,
donated and managed by Peak Pursuits;
and a display by the Audley Parish
Bowmen in Margaret’s Garden. All to
raise funds during ‘Paint Audley Parish
Pink’. Breast Cancer Campaign Raffle
tickets to win exceptional prizes will
be sold at several venues throughout
October in the village.
More events are in the planning
stage; and the details of all the events
will be displayed on posters in the
village during October. If you wish
to be part of the fun, please contact
Peter Shore on (01782) 721069.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Jeanette and Sam from

Ebony & Ivory
Hairdressing

ARE NOW MOBILE!
Call or text
Jeanette on 0794 012 7805
or
Sam on 0754 508 7782
Working hours:
Monday - Friday 9am - 8pm
Saturday 8am - 1pm

Audley Football Club News
As we have been preparing
for some months now for our
forthcoming football season at
the club, this is probably the
busiest time of the year for club
management and team officials.
On a footballing note managers,
coaches and secretaries of the
teams are continuing to attend
all the AGMs and meetings of
the various leagues in order to
register for next season. The club once again will have 10
teams, which is great to see as they prepare to represent
the community in the various local leagues and beyond, as
this season the ladies team will play in the Midland Regional
League which will see them travel as far south as Coventry
for their league matches.
The club are also engaged in improving the facilities at
Townfields investing £10,000 over the summer in fencing
off the main pitch which is still blighted by vandalism and
anti social behaviour, improving drainage on the far pitch,
maintaining the brook between the two pitches and also
making several other improvements including the re-location
and building of new dugouts.
Thanks must go to the volunteers who have provided their
time and knowledge to make this happen, without them this
would not be possible.
Gratitude is also shown to Staffordshire FA who provided
a loan for the fencing, Audley Rotary club for their generous
donation of £250. 00 towards the improvements and also
Ann Beech and Bert Proctor for the funding for a new petrol
strimmer.

On a Community front the club still continues to support
Ravensmead school through allowing the use of the car
park at the club for their recent World Cup day. By the time
the magazine goes to print the club will have also hosted
the Harp of Gold charity day on Saturday 19th July which is
supported by the club each year.
Once again this year the club will also host the Newcastle
Council Summer Soccer School in August. The club always
has great pleasure in assisting others in the village as we are
a football club within the community. On this point the club
are currently Charted Standard and are looking to progress
to a Community Standard club, which is the highest ranking
standard that can be achieved by clubs at the level in which
Audley participate. Hopefully we will be successful with our
pursuit of this. I will keep you posted on how we progress
over the coming months.
From a fund-raising aspect the club held a successful
Race evening at the end of June thanks to the help of
dedicated committee members who made this possible.
As a club we are looking to have several functions this
year to help boost our club funds after investing so heavily
over the summer months. So please keep an eye out for
these as we advertise them on Social media and around
the village.
With regards to funding applications, the club has made
significant efforts to try to secure funding over the last
several months. This is an ongoing activity which is key for
the club to support its growth over the last few years and into
the future. So if you have a keen interest in the community
and want to assist the club with identifying potential funding
opportunities and to raise grant applications the club would
love to hear from you.
If you are interested please call Rich on 01782 721133.
Richard Platt Chairman.
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Whats going on in OUR parish

G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN

Container plants,
Perennials & Shrubs.
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Bignall End Cricket Club
Forthcoming Events.

Race Night
Saturday 30th August 7.30pm

Cricket Day Trip to Prestatyn
Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399

Audley Community Centre Fund raiser
1st Sept. 7pm onwards Meal at

Alessie Restaurant. £10 per head set meal

25th Oct. Barn Dance 7pm onwards

£7 per head including pie and pea supper
Professional caller. Limited tickets.

29th Nov. Christmas Market. 2pm to 6pm
Stalls with a Christmas theme and Santa
For details of all above events contact
Ron Bourne on 07946734008

Audley Theatre:

THE JAKE LEG JUG BAND
Saturday Nov. 8th at 8pm.
Tickets £8 Adults & £5 Children
Tickets and details from the Theatre or ring:
01782 698206
Some former members of Queensberry Rules

Parish of Audley Medieval Society
P.A.M.S Bargain Basement
Table Top and Car Boot Sales
Saturday 4th October 2014
Saturday 1st November 2014
Saturday 6th December 2014

Refreshments available
Held at Audley Community Centre, Castle Hill,
Nantwich Road, Audley ST7 8HD
Stall holders set up 8 30am,
Indoor table £7, Outdoor space £6
For further details and to book a table or space please

Contact Dawn on 07921450599

Sunday 7th September
Limited tickets first come first served.

Scooter Rally September 2014
Call club for details

BIGNALL END BEER FESTIVAL
November 10th to 19th
Excellent choice of Ales.
Contact the club for details
01782 720514

AUDLEY

JOINERY&
BUILDING
SERVICES

A local family
business with many
years experience.
We can help you with all aspects of joinery
and building work large or small.
Installation and maintenance of
conservatories, windows and roofing
are other areas we can take care of.
To find out more about how we can
help you, give Simon a call.

MOBILE: 07506 141 141 LANDLINE: 01782 935 317
WWW.AUDLEYJOINERY.CO.UK

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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ROYAL OAK
Heathcote Road Miles Green

NOW NEW MENU!
Wednesday

CURRY CLUB
PINT & CURRY
£4.95
THURSDAY

GRILL NIGHT

ANYTHING FROM THE GRILL AND
GET FREE PINT

ALL STOKE GAMES
SHOWN
5Cask
Cask
Ales
Marque Award
Monday & Tuesday 2pm - 11pm
Wednesday to Saturday 12pm - 11.30pm
Sunday 12pm - 11pm

TELEPHONE: 01782 911415

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
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Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants
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Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips
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GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD
DRIVE DIG OFF

Tel. 01782 561854

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about everything
you could possibly need all under one roof.  
Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even horse feed
- the list goes on and on. Basically everything apart from a
kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.

LOGS,COAL AND STICKS for sale

Autumn Bedding PLANTS Coming Soon
GARDEN COMPOST & GRASS SEED

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated?
We are agents for DRY CLEANING.

• DIY goods &
free diy advice
• pet food
• FOOD re-cycle
• bags NOW available
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green Garage will take care of it.
We can also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a call on:

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

Potteries Building
Supplies
CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels
BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
RAILWAY Sleepers
LOCAL
Roofing Drainage
DELIVERY
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

07780 505191. Also 24hr Recovery Service

Tel: 01782 720333 24hrs
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
info.milesgreen@gmail.com
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

