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Potteries Building 
Supplies

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

Your local  
Calor Gas supplier

Portable heaters

Patio heaters

BBQs

caravans

Forklift trucks

Logs for sale

Winter rocksalt

FREE 
LOCAL

DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

ADvERTIsEMEnTs

‘The Swan’
chapel street bignall End

Linda & paul are your hosts

01782 720622

       Pool / Darts / Dominoes

          ‘HAPPY HOUR’ £2.00 per pint 

          5pm-8pm Tues. Draught & Casks Beers

  Real Ales from £2.75 per pint 
  6 guest beers available 3 - ciders
   Eat for ‘£2’every Wed 5pm to 8pm

Linda & paul your hosts.

‘sTOKE MATchEs LIvE’

BINGO! Tue & Sunday Afternoon 1-3pm

The Stove 
Emporium

Quality local & home reared  
Beef, LamB,  

Pork & PouLtry.  
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

GLUTEN FrEE OaT CakEs & 
saUsaGEs NOw avaiLabLE
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Commendation for Bignall End Man

Dear readers
First I would like to wish all our readers 
and all members of the Parish a Very 
happy New Year.

Life should now be getting back to 
normal after the festive season.  I do 
hope you all had a most enjoyable time.

Our own christmas was blessed with 
a lovely great-granddaughter Emmie-
Jade.  Both mum and daughter are 
doing just fine. 

christmas in our village was a busy 
time for most of the voluntary groups 
and how nice to see the festive season, 
with Santa from the rotary club and a 
hog roast in the main street of audley, 
all helping to bring shoppers and 
visitors to our village stores.

The christmas Fayre held at the 
audley & District community centre, 
which was organised by ron Bourne 
and his dedicated management team 
was, as ron put it, a bosting success.

Well done to all who came along 
and helped.  also a big thank you to all 
the visitors, not forgetting Santa in his 
Grotto.

a new year now brings a new 
set of challenges.  Lets just hope it 
brings much happiness to our village.     

During the festive season we have also 
lost a number of our local residents. 
Death always brings sadness whenever 
it appears, but christmas is one time 
when it seems to hurt most.

We at the magazine now move 
into our 11th year where has the time 
gone?  We continue to try to improve 
our magazine and readers will notice 
that in this issue they will find 36 pages 
of local information, an increase of 4 
pages.

The magazine relies on your support, 
by submitting content and also financial 
means by using our advertising space 
and our collection boxes.  Without this 
source the magazine would disappear.   

a special thanks must also go to Tom 
Dunn of alsagers Bank for providing a 
local picture for our front cover.  Thank 
you to all that give their support.

We do have some good news to 
celebrate, a new recruit has joined our 
team.  mike Joynson, from halmer End, 
is now our halmer End roving reporter. 
So a big thank you to mike for joining 
our group.  I do also have to thank the 
editorial team for all their hard work 
during 2013.           E. moulton Editor.

On Sunday the 8th of 
December 2013, at 
approximately 12.30pm, 
michael Oberland, a 
resident of aarons Drive 
Bignall End, was driving 
his son to the accident & 
Emergency Department 
of the local hospital 
following a bad fall which 
he had received that 
morning, leaving him 
with an head injury.

as they were 
travelling up the audley 

road, Bignall End, they came across a road traffic accident 
which must have just occurred.

There was an overturned silver Vauxhall corsa and the 
victim of the accident was hanging out of the rear window of 
the car and was unconscious.

michael, who had been trained as a First aider and was 
the first person on the scene used his medical knowledge to 
try to help the victim.  Despite the danger to himself and the 

knowledge that he had an injured son in his car, he decided 
to stay with the victim until the emergency services arrived.
michael has now received a letter of commendation for his 
unselfish actions which goes as the following:

Dear mr. Oberland
I am the local policing commander for Newcastle and 
wanted to take this opportunity to write to you regarding the 
road traffic collision on audley road Bignall End on the 8th 
December.
I happened to be on duty that day and attended the scene
of the collision.  It was clearly traumatic for anyone to witness 
but I am aware from speaking to other officers and witnesses 
that you went way beyond the call of duty in helping the 
young man in the silver corsa.

Without regard to your own personal safety, you went to 
help the male and I have no doubt that your actions have 
gone towards saving his life.

ashley’s condition is now improving and he is making 
progress.  I wanted to thank you and commend your courage 
and selfless actions.
                          chief Inspector clare riley LPT commander.
michael, has been informed by the emergency services, that 
without his actions on that day, ashley, may have lost his life.
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christmas festive fun in the parish.
Christmas Fayre

 Audley and District Community 
Centre.

Building on last year’s success, this year the event 
was much larger.  We had more stalls inside and 
out, christmas lights and the ever popular audley 
Village themed Santa’s Grotto, complete with models 
of local village shops.  In addition, this year  we added 
Terry mainwairing’s audley village model which was 
suitably decked out for the occasion with christmas 
street lighting.

What a lot of work for our volunteers and the 
helpers who were responsible for setting all of this 
up, but how worthwhile.  Our Santa claus saw 178 
children, all of whom had presents, with many sending 
reminder letters posted in our own post box.  I have 
since heard that each letter received had a personal 
reply from Santa after the event.  Thank you Santa.

With hot food and drinks being served by an outside 
caterer it was decided that indoor seating would be 
replaced by more stalls with just a small sitting area 
relocated in an emptied store room.  That seemed 
like a good idea at the time but our organisers never 
anticipated the popularity of the event and to say that 
you couldn’t move inside was an understatement as 
shoppers thronged into the hall.

a lesson learned here, and for next year inside 
stalls will have to be reduced and more encouraged 
to be outside.  If we could guarantee the same good 
weather as this year this should be no problem.  The 
committee apologise for any inconvenience caused 
and give their assurance that they will address this 
obvious problem next year.

That aside, what a great day.  how lovely to see so 
many village/parish people supporting this event with 
audley Brass Band and audley Ladies choir adding 
to the christmas atmosphere, complimentary mulled 
wine and mince pies from St. James’ church and 
our local rotary.  Not forgetting our own christmas 
outdoor lighting adding to the festive touch.  Thank 
you to all involved, your support is much appreciated.

here at aDcc we are anxious for this event to 
grow even bigger and hope that next year there will 
be even more for our shoppers.  how pleased we 
were to hear that the festivities spread into audley 
high Street with some of the shops opening later to 
coincide with our event.  But on such occasions parking 
is always a problem.  This year audley Football club 
kindly helped by allowing use of their car park.  This 
was much appreciated.  however without our small 
group of dedicated workers this event could not occur. 
It’s not only the work done on the day but the unseen 
organisation and preparation required to make this day 
a special occasion for all the village/parish, so a very 

special thank you to them all.
PS If anyone is interested in getting involved or joining our small 

band of helpers why not give me a ring on 0794634008 or call in at 
the centre for a cuppa on a Wednesday morning.
ron Bourne chairman audley and District community centre.
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successful hOg ROAsT
Wow!
You can see in the pictures attached what a brilliant success 
the audley village hOG roast and cake Stall was which was 
held on Saturday the 21st December 2013.

Shaun Landy of audley country meats and Sarah Briggs 
of Yum crumbs cakes had pooled their resources together 
to put on a festive display outside Shaun’s butchers shop in 
the centre of church Street audley.

Not only was the hog roast a success, Shaun of audley 
country meats made a donation of £100 to the St. James 
New Kitchen Fund from the proceeds of the day.

This together with the audley rotary club having its 
Santa and his sleigh outside the Balti restaurant was just 
what our village needed to bring some festive cheer to our 
village and its visitors.  With the interest that was shown 
by so many at the event and the lovely comments made by 
the visitors “how nice to see a festive theme in the village at 
christmas time, let’s hope for more next year”.

So maybe with this success it may encourage other groups 
to come along and participate in what could become an 
annual ‘Village christmas market’ for future years to come.

If anyone is interested, 
either businesses or local groups, please pass on your details 
to the editor who will make sure your details are recorded 
and passed on to the people who may decide to form a small 
committee to organise the 2014 event.  

a very big thank you to Shaun and Sarah.

Audley Youth club Event
Thank you 
Thorley.

Both staff, 
volunteers and 
members of 
audley-Youth-
Drop-in are really 
gratefull for the 
generosity of 
Thorley Platt who 
bequeathed a 

legacy of £1,000 to audley 
Youth Drop-in.  The money will be used to purchase a metal 
Shed for storage and equipment for the group’s use.  We 
have spoken to our members who have requested a comfy 
corner with disco lights so they can ‘chill out’.

members of audley Youth Drop-in enjoyed Thorley’s 
company during a project when the young children engaged 
with mature members of the community and showed 
both interest and respect for the living history they had to 
offer.  Thorley, along with others, brought along old sepia 
photographs of the village and themselves as children.  One 
child asked her who the baby in the photograph was and 
was quite surprised that Thorley was once a baby herself.  
She shared life experiences and childhood memories 
along with recollections of old school days and play days.                                                                                                             
audley Youth Drop-In took advantage of alessi’s  monday 
charity Night on 9th December 2013.  78 people showed 
their support and enjoyed an evening of fantastic food 
followed by marc Williams who volunteered his time to 
provide acoustic music.  The evening raised  £390 and an 
additional £130.00 from our christmas raffle.

We would like to thank all the staff at alessi, together with 
local residents and businesses for their contribution and 
donations towards our christmas raffle.   

The generosity and kind nature of local residents and 
businesses will enable us to improve outdoor and sporting 
activities, particularly as we now provide a feeder club, 
accommodating young people aged 8-11 on Wednesday 
evenings 5pm - 6.15pm, together with our Friday night 
sessions for 11-14 years, 7pm-9pm.  

as a not-for-profit organisation aYDI relies on fund-raising 
activities, funding bodies, donations and local volunteers to 
continue and improve this service for young people therefore 
community support is very much appreciated.

Finally we now have a Facebook page for each club to 
keep parents and members informed on up-and-coming 
activities, opening dates and times and general aYDI 
information and news.

many thanks to you all.
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OccasiOns
76-78, ChurCh StrEEt - AuDLEY -  01782 720323

N E w S  &  G I F t S

- News papers & MagaziNes DeLiVereD

- Lottery & HeaLtH Lottery

- oLD FasHioN sweets & CoNFeCtioNary 

- QUaLity greetiNgs CarDs

- pC & Laptop saLes & repairs

CARDS & GIFTS IN 

STORE NOW

OccasiOns
N e w s  &  G I F T s
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Audley LAp christmas celebrations

audley LaP was fortunate to acquire 
financial grants from Staffordshire 
county council and also a generous 
donation from audley rotary club, 
which enabled us to provide a 
christmas celebration for some of our 
senior citizens.

We were also able to arrange for 
each of the four schools in the parish 
to experience a musical workshop in 
african drumming, given by madula, a 
superb local group.

We decided to combine the two 
events and so a christmas lunch would 
be followed by a concert.
Once again, Steve Bould, headmaster 
of the Sir Thomas Boughey high School, 
offered to host the event at the school.
Not only did forty guests turn up, but 

also Father christmas arrived 
with a present for everyone.

an excellent and extensive 
finger buffet was prepared 
and served by the students.  
The students were ideal 
hosts, so caring and 
thoughtful.

after lunch, a few 
children from the Wood Lane 

School,  the richard heathcote School 
and from the high School joined the 
professional musicians to play for our 
guests.

It was a huge success - after an 
encore, a voice called out “can I have a 
go now?” and before you could blink, 
thirty or more senior citizens were 
playing the drums with Joe Wilson 
and his colleagues.

On the way out I was told that 
“it was the best party I’ve been to 
for years” - while others said “Why 
don’t you do days like this more 
often”.  We will try!
Future Event.
“health and Well Being” will be the 
theme of our next event.
This will be held at the audley 

& District community centre between 
11am and 2pm on Saturday 15th 
march 2014.  advice will be on hand 
about a number of issues such as 
healthy eating, home safety and general 
well being. 
FREE, Hot Soup and a Roll will 
be offered along with some good ideas.  
Please come along!
LaP, in the last issue of this magazine 
mentioned that three public 
consultations had taken place in the 
year, asking people what concerns they 
had on local issues.

The first three problems identified 
were: lack of police, lack of parking 

facilities and speeding.
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It appears that almost everyone in the 
village of audley seemed to know or 
had heard of Les Foster and all who 
knew him seemed to like him. 

Les, who had lived in the village all 
of his life, was not just a member of 
our community, he was also part of the 
village life and gave a great deal to it 
through his voluntary work until his sad 
death on the 1st November 2013.

at his funeral on the eleventh of 
November, the crowd lining the road to  
the crematorium waited respectfully in 
silence.  The chapel at the crematorium 
is very large and is rarely filled, but 
“they were standing at the back that 
day,” said one of the many parish 
councillors who attended his funeral.

The oration by rev. ron Taylor, Les’ 
brother-in-law, was unforgettable.

rev. Taylor spoke of Les’ humour, 
kindness, reliability and dedication. 

Of his dedication to his dear wife, 
Bessie, to his friends and neighbours, 
to the green areas of the village and to 
the 16 children they fostered over 18 
years, a number of whom, now adults, 
were there.  rev. Taylor placed great 
emphasis on Bessie.  Their partnership 
was special, everyone knew it.  “Like 
2 peas in a pod, married 40 years and 
still arguing!”  Bessie’s care of Les in 
his last year was amazing.

Looking through the photograph 
album of the children they fostered 
reveals a young couple, family fun, hard 
work, dedication and unselfish love for 
years and years.  The fostering started 
with a baby, 10 days old, weighing 
five and a half pounds and in the night 
following its arrival Bessie’s father died.  
“Well, you just get on with it, don’t 
you?” was their attitude. 

One of these children tells how 
Les brought home his snapping box 
every day “with the biscuit Bessie had 
placed in it still there for him to find”. 
This lifetime work continued with Les 
and Bessie adopting the last child they 
fostered, and they now have a lovely 
little granddaughter who brightened the 
funeral for her grandmother.

Les spent his childhood in Booth 
Street and after his marriage to Bessie 

A fitting Tribute to a lovely Man.
(A lifetime of care)

they became joint caretakers at St. 
James church audley.  They lived in 
church house audley and Les worked 
at Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough 
council in the parks department.  Later 
he became Walking Park ranger at 
Bradwell Woods, Silverdale.

he used his horticultural skills In all 
his different homes and was always 
winning awards for his gardens.  at 
meadowside they jointly won aspire and 
Borough prizes for their garden.

 The walls are covered with 
certificates and newspaper 
photographs.  In a letter of thanks 
for his services to the parish, audley 
councillors recalled his contribution 
to Friends of audley’s mammoth 
village face lift for Britain in Bloom, 
World communities in Bloom and the 
millennium, also his work as an official 
volunteer ranger at Leddys Field 
Wildlife area and mentioned that his 
gardens at his various homes had been 
an example to the communities where 
he lived.
he is greatly missed at Leddys Field  

where he walked round twice a day, 
checking for damage, observing the 
wildlife and new plants colonising the 
maturing site.  With Bessie and his 
friend ron Kinnersley he picked up 
bags and bags of litter.  But the best 
gift he gave the area was his placid 
good humour and knowledge of village 
people of all generations.  his presence 

diffused trouble and his popularity 
meant that there was very little 
vandalism. 

Typical of his faithful kindness were 
his visits, several times every week, to 
old residents living near Leddys Field, 
but no longer able to walk there.  Les 
would tell him what he had seen that 
day, all neatly recorded in his journal, 
for example; 9 Oct. 04, 8.25am, pair of 
moorhens, pair of kestrels no damage.  
Tue. 8-20am, one robin, one magpie. a 
water vole, life-ring in the pool, foggy.

Those diaries now make a 
fascinating contemporary record of a 
developing asset to the village.

he escorted parties of children from 
ravensmead school pond dipping, 
telling them all about the flora and 
fauna, teaching a new generation the 
marvels of nature.  Everything he saw 
was carefully checked in the library of 
nature books he collected.

he was good a neighbour to all those 
around him and Bessie wants to thank 
them all, especially ron and Betty,  
Sharon, and ron and Sandra who have 
been “absolutely brilliant, fantastic, 
can’t fault them, transport, cleaning 
windows, cooking, company, shopping, 
dog walking.  I just want to thank them 
all.”

In memory of Les, a collection was 
made by Bessie and a £200 donation 
was sent to both Donna Louise Trust 
and Douglas macmillian hospice.
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sir Thomas boughey school
Once again, we have had a very busy 
term, with pupils continuing to develop 
their immense talents.  We will start by 
saying an enormous congratulations 
to our Year 11 boys football squad, 
who have recently made school history 
by reaching the last 16 of the English 
Schools National cup competition – out 
of 735 schools!

continuing on the theme of sport, 
22 pupils have recently completed 
their Level 3 Bikeability course, 
which involved having to cope with 
a wide range of road conditions and 
challenging traffic situations.  Given the 
increasing number of cars on the road, 
it is good to see our pupils valuing road 
safety.  Picture top right.

We have also had success in the field of 
cookery.  William axon, a Year 9 pupil, 
has competed in the local finals of the 
Future chef competition at Stoke-on- 
Trent college.  The judges spoke very 
highly of Will’s methodical approach in 
the kitchen and they hope to see him 
again next year.  as this is the first year 
we have taken part in this particular 
event, we are really pleased with such a 
great result.  Picture opposite.

and our successes don’t end there. 
We have recently had a visit (as we 
often do) from a pupil who completed 
her GcSEs with us in Summer 2013. 
Lauren mathew came with great 
news that after only half a term at 
South cheshire college, she has been 
accepted onto ‘Pembroke North’, an 
intense academic programme.  This 
will provide Lauren with the first step 
along the path to studying her degree 
at a russell Group University.  as 
Lauren achieved grade a / a* GcSEs 
with us, it enabled her direct entry onto 
the honours and raising aspirations 
Programme at South cheshire college, 
which offers students a distinctive set of 
opportunities for academic achievement 
and personal development.  Ten 
students were shortlisted to attend 
an interview at Oxford University and 
Lauren was one of three students 

from South cheshire college who was 
successful in her quest to take part in 
this prestigious programme.  This now 
means that Lauren is able to attend a 
range of seminars over a period of six 
weeks at manchester University, attend 
a three day residential in London and 
a one week Summer School at Oxford 
University.  We wish Lauren well on her 
journey to study at one of the country’s 
leading universities.  

We would also like to congratulate all 
of our current pupils on a fantastic 
display of community spirit.  In recent 
months, our pupils have raised large 
sums of money for various charities, 
including children In Need, Breast 
cancer UK, Genetic Disorders UK and 
the Philippines Disaster Fund.  What is 
particularly impressive about this desire 
to help is that the various fund-raising 

events (including sports matches, cake 
sales, sponsored silence – and the list 
continues) have been instigated and 
organised by the pupils themselves.  

may we take this opportunity to remind 
you that our annual celebration of 
music event is to take place in the 
school hall at 7.00pm on Thursday 15th 
may.  This is a most enjoyable evening 
and an opportunity to see for yourself 
the talent within our pupils.  We would 
also like to thank those of you who were 
able to join us in February for our very 
successful school production, ‘return 
to the Forbidden Planet’.  Your support 
at these events is always incredibly 
valued. 
If you wish to keep up-to-date with 
events at Sir Thomas Boughey high 
School, please feel free to visit our 
website (the address is www.stb.coop).  
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Margarets garden.

Leddys Field Wildlife area is as exciting a playground  
in winter as in the summer months.

This little christmas visitor to audley seen opposite was 
very well wrapped up and having fun finding tiny delicate 
fungi among the fallen leaves.

he also saw the pond partly frozen and the tall skeletons  
of the summer wildflowers, like cow parsley and towering  
hog weed which were magical with their icing of hoar frost.

The pair of kestrels mentioned in the late Les Foster’s 
journal on page 7, of his walks as a volunteer ranger were 
overhead looking for a fresh warm lunch (mice) they hoped  
to spot beneath them!

Far from being dead in the winter, the wildlife fields are 
busy underground, where bulbs are pushing their way up  
for spring and above where the red, black and brown buds  
on the trees are filling out.

Indeed the many hard little black buds on the ash trees  
are a cheering sign that the ash Die Back disease may  
not have hit our area as hard as it was at first feared.

The red berries which were outstandingly abundant on  

Leddys field a place of beauty

here’s a Panda planting bluebells in margarets Garden! 
Look out for them in June, bluebells not pandas!

The bulbs are the gifts from the Planting assistance 
Scheme at Newcastle Borough.  These and daffodils are 
being planted by volunteers and offers of help are always 
welcome - just Phone Val Pearson on 01782 722959 or  
call at 23 hill Terrace.

The Parish council appreciates the value of having a pretty 
little garden right in the centre of the main shopping street of 
the village of audley, so that in the warm weather, people  
can sit in comfort viewing the displays of flowers.

To add to this a 3 year improvement plan was passed at 
the October council meeting.

a new seat has been installed with some paving in the 
areas which get the hardest wear.  a litter bin is needed and 
the trees and shrubs will be pruned and are being augmented 

the rowan and Dog-rose hips were by this time all  
eaten by the birds, the area a useful winter larder.

So lots to look forward to in our ‘green lung’.
Leddys Field can be found at the end of hall Street  

audley and is a wonder of nature, an area of beauty  
for our community to enjoy, all maintained by local  
volunteers and the audley Parish council.

Val Pearson.

by new plants, 
also care of the Borough council, 
who actively encourage greening across the area.

By summer we should have an even more attractive  
little resting and playing area.

Val Pearson. 

Audley Methodist church
new Road bignall End 
Invite you to their Easter Services
Good Friday 18th April 2014

Walk of witness beginning at 10am outside St. James’ 
church Parish rooms followed at 10.30am by a service  
on the methodist car park.
Easter Sunday 20th april10.30am  morning Worship
6pm Easter Sunday Songs of Praise with rev helen hoe
a warm welcome awaits you.
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*Annual total £119.88 based on package for cat or small dog up to 10kg,

12 monthly payments of £9.99 including VAT and no interest.

We had barely eaten the last few crumbs of the mince pies 
when the email from Ernie came up requesting our next piece 
for this publication!  Thanks for the reminder.

Our plans for 2014 are many and varied.  after the January 
aGm and an interesting evening with Paralympic Games 
maker Luisa mackey, we have a wide variety of speakers in 
future months.  (See Below.)

We will also be helping with refreshments at the 
audley Ladies choir concert on march 29th and making 
preparations for our Spring Sale when you will be able to 
purchase all manner of household bargains, books and gifts 
at unbelievable prices, to say nothing of the most delicious 
homemade cakes.  as usual, coffee will be available and it is 
a great morning out and a catch up with friends.

Speaking of catching up with friends, what do you do 
on Friday mornings?  I’m sure many of you will answer 
“Shopping”.  Well why not stop off at our regular coffee 
morning which is for every member of the community and 
has people of all ages enjoying a drink and a chat.  If you are 
a young mum or a grandparent caring for a small child you 
might also like to pop into the Prampushers and Toddler club 
in the bottom hall for craft, toys and a chance for important 
social interaction for your child.  This also takes place on 
Friday mornings, term time.
Branch meetings 2014 in the church hall at 7. 5pm.
20th march.  rev Brian Williams. Vicar of Sneyd
29th march.  audley Ladies choir and Friends concert in 
church.
17th april. maundy Thursday Bring and Share Supper and 
service.
3rd may Grand Spring Sale 9.30am till 11.30am church hall
15th may. mark Paxton our Schools & Young Peoples’ Worker
“coffee Time and Book and Bric-a-brac sale” every week 
from 10am till 12noon in the church hall.  We would love to 
welcome you for a drink and chat.  Please call in.
Finally, may we take this opportunity to wish you all a very 
happy and Blessed Easter Season.  after the reflective time of 
Lent may our hearts burst with joy at the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus.
If you would like to know more please contact us:
contact numbers: Dorothy 721576 and annette 721058.

Mothers’ union at st James’

We are pleased to announce that 
the rev. Peter Davies, leader of 
St. James’ church audley, having 
been installed as an honorary 
canon of Lichfield cathedral 
has now taken his seat in the 
cathedral.  Peter was formally 
installed at a service in the 
cathedral on 29th September 
2013.

honour for Rev. 
peter Davis
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scan here or visit the website to read Alix’s  story

save £5
Just £9.95 on your 

first night then 

£4.95 a week.

Join a warm and friendly group today…

love
Slimming 

World

slimmingworld.com
0844 897 8000

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road

9.30am - 5.00pm and 7.00pm

Tel: Clare
07808 192011



The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to: 60 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

Images for illustration purposes only.

Wanted back issues.
have any of our readers got spare copies of issues 2 and 3 
of the audley community News.
If so can you please contact the Editor on the usual 
number.

Audley Millennium
green Trust news
During the summer, we were pleased to invite Stoke-on-Trent 
museum archaeological Society to the millennium Green. 
During two visits, on the 4th of august and 15th October, 
they used geophysical survey techniques, resistivity and 
magnetometry, to help us unravel the secrets of the 13th 
century motte and surrounding environs.

The only known archaeological survey was done in 1914 
by alexander Scrivener.  This excavation concentrated on the 
motte and found various features such as the foundations of 
a wall and a stone channel.  however, these were considered 
to be of a later date than the 13th century.  This excavation 
has been well documented in the various books written on 
audley.

The current survey was done to see if there was still 
evidence of these features and to investigate the possibility 
of a Bailey in the area surrounding the motte.  We are 
currently analysing the results and in the process of writing 
a report for English heritage.  It is unlikely that we will be 
given permission to excavate the motte as it is a Scheduled 
monument.  however, there have been some interesting 
results from the area surrounding the motte and we hope to 
do a little bit of “digging” there this summer.

If you are interested in hearing more about the Trust, then 
why not come along to our aGm, held at Durber close centre 
on Wednesday 26th march at 7pm.

If you are interested in volunteering we hold monthly work 
parties.  Please contact me Neil Blackwood for details on 
01782 723877 or millennium@audley.net

Forthcoming Work Parties
10.am 
at the audley & District community centre car Park
Saturday 8th March 2014
Sunday 6th April 2014
Saturday 10th May 2014

GK MOTORSPORT

chester road audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 mobile: 07771 533944

•	 Auto welding specialist.
•	 brakes & clutches. 
•	 Tuning for most  

makes and models. 
•	 MOT failures free 

estimates. 
•	 pre MOT inspection.

Appeal for photograph
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In an earlier issue of our magazine David Lovatt, who is telling 
his life story in the navy, asked for a photograph of the old 
Wereton road Institute and maybe an air raid Shelter.  mrs. 
margaret coxon of Booth Street audley sent in the picture 
above, of left to right front row Stephen and margaret Poole, 
centre Nellie Poole, christine Kelsall, Warren cheadle and 
back row is roy Poole.  
You can see the corner of the old Wereton road Institute on 
the left and in the centre the small building was the air raid 
Shelter.
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Margaret Beech
margaret (nee Foden) sadly 
passed away peacefully at 
the Bradwell hospital on the 
17th December 2013 aged 75 
years.

margaret, of Wood Street 
Bignall End, was the loving wife 
of husband Graham, a much 
loved sister to christine, David 
and the late Keith, an adored 
aunty and sister-in-law and a 
friend to so many people who 
knew her.

margaret was born in Wood 
Street and attended the ravens Lane School and then on 
to the halmer End School.  When she finished school she 
qualified as a typist and then spent 35 years working for the 
insurance business until her retirement.

When margaret met and married Graham who came from 
red Street, she still continued to live in Wood Street and 
spent all her life in the street where she was born.  

She was a family person, always loved family parties, 
having both her sister christine and late brother Keith also 
living in Wood Street and brother David, only a stone’s throw 
away in chapel Street.

Both margaret and husband Graham loved to go on holiday 
and had been to visit many countries around the world during 
their marriage.  For the past few years they had been on a 
number of cruises with family and friends.  They were never  
happier than when they were waiting for the taxi to take them 
to either the air or sea port.

margaret was such a generous, kind lady, who always put 
others needs first, someone who will be so sadly missed by 
so many who knew her.

The funeral was held at the Bradwell crematorium on the 
3rd January 2014 where it was shown by the attendance as 
to how many people came and gave their tributes.

To Graham, family and friends please accept our 
condolences, we will all miss margaret.

John Brough Hodgkinson
Sadly on November 13th 2013 at The University hospital of 
North Staffordshire, John, aged 89 of Wood Lane passed 
away.  John was the dearly loved husband of the late 
Barbara, much loved dad of mark and daughter-in-law 
Denise, devoted brother of the late harry and Eva, dear uncle 
to Patricia and christine and a good friend.

his funeral service took place at audley methodist church 
on November 25th 2013  followed by cremation at Bradwell 
crematorium.  The donations were given to audley methodist 
church.  Please accept our condolences.

John Bagguley
John albert Bagguley aged 75 years passed away peacefully 
at his home in Wereton road audley on the 6th January 
2014.

John was the much loved son of the late John and Ellen 
Bagguley, a loving brother and a friend to so many who knew 
him.

John, despite being of retirement age, had for many years 
worked at the crewe rolls royce factory and was still doing 
a part time job up to his death.  he loved his garden and 
was well known throughout the area as a skilled domino 
player as he had played for a number of local pubs and clubs 
throughout his life.  he also was a long serving committee 
member at the former halmer End Workingmen’s club.

The funeral service was held on the 22nd of January at 
St. Johns church alsagers Bank, followed by interment in the 
churchyard.

Please accept our condolences.
 

Leslie Foster
Leslie aged 76 peacefully passed away on 1st November 
2013 at the Douglas macmillan hospice after a short illness. 
Leslie of meadowside ave audley was the loving husband to 
Bessie, father of mathew and adored grandad of Sophie and 
a loving foster parent to mark.  

The audley Parish will sadly miss Leslie as many of the 
village people will have known him for his charitable voluntary 
work to make our village a much nicer place to walk through.

Leslie and his wife Bessie were both  local volunteers 
who gave all their spare time for many years as rangers and 
workers who helped to build up the wild life area known 
as Leddys field.  Both Leslie and Bessie were also former 
members of the Britain in Bloom group who provided plants 
and floral displays through out our village and in 2000 the 
village of audley was awarded the prestigious honour of 
becoming Britain in Bloom award winners.

Throughout his life Leslie was a quiet man always well 
spoken and just a nice person to meet in the street.  his 
love for gardening had also been rewarded on a number 
of occasions as we have reported in our magazines when 
winning and being presented with trophies by aspire housing 
and the Borough council for his floral displays at his home in 
Wereton.

The funeral service took place at the Bradwell crematorium 
on 11th November 2013.  audley community News wishes to 
extend their condolences to Bessie his wife, all the family and 
friends of Leslie. 

John Mainwaring
Peacefully after a long illness on November 19th 2013 in the 
loving care of his family, John aged 71 of Queen St. audley 
sadly passed away.  John was the much loved husband of 
Kath, dearest dad of Jeffrey, Sharon, Tracy and adrian, a 
devoted grandad and great grandad, a loving brother and 
brother-in-law, a dear uncle and great uncle and a friend to 
many. 

 The funeral service took place at St. James’ church, 
audley on 28th November 2013 followed by burial in audley 
cemetery.  John will be missed by all his extended family 
and many friends.  all donations were sent to the Douglas 
macmillan hospice.  Please accept our condolences.
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C. W. Mottram  
Funeral Services Ltd

Independent Funeral Directors

Traditional, Green and  
Eco-Friendly Funerals

†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged

†
Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 - New 

Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour

www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

Forthcoming Events
mothering Sunday 30th 

march morning Service at 10.00 am.
This is an opportunity for all ages to share in worship with 
thankfulness for the love of our mothers.  Flowers will be 
presented to all the ladies in our morning service.

Lent Services from 9th march at 10.00 am each Sunday
throughout Lent.  halmer End methodist church have the 
ceremony of the Lenten cross during the morning worship 

at 10.00 am each Sunday.  This is a ceremony in which we 
think about all the symbols from the life of Jesus leading up 
to his death on Good Friday and his resurrection on Easter 
Day. all are welcome to these services. 

Saturday 12th april – Spring Fayre from 12.00 noon until 
2.30 pm.  You are invited to the Spring Fayre with many 
stalls.  Light lunches will be provided.
Proceeds from the Fayre for church funds.

Good Friday Service on 18th april at 7.00 pm
You are invited to share in this service led by our minister 
rev’d helen hoe. 

Easter Day Morning Service on Sunday 20th april 
at 10.00 am with our minister rev’d helen hoe.  

This is the day when we celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus christ by transforming the cross of horror into a cross 
of beauty with the decoration of Easter flowers.  
Everyone in the congregation is invited to share in this 
ceremony and at the end of our service the cross is displayed 
outside the church.
Sunday 15th June – Open air Service in the minnie Pit 
memorial Garden (opposite to the church) at 3.00 pm.
We shall be welcoming the rev’d Pauline Flowers from 
Northumberland as our visiting speaker for this service and 
the North Shropshire methodist Youth choir from market 
Drayton. 
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Pam Green ( nee 
Farmer)
Sadly on the 19th January 
2013 Pamela Green of Wood 
Street,Bignall End, unexpectedly 
passed away at her home aged 
just 67.  Pamela was born in 
Wood Street in 1946, daughter 
of John ( harry ) and may Farmer, 
sister to David, marion and 
Kathleen.  The family moved to 6 

Edward Street where they grew up.
Pamela married Len Green, of milehouse in 1968 and for a 

while lived with Pamela’s grandmother annie aldridge, in ravens 
Lane.  They moved to 16 hope Street and lived there for 13 
years, where they were blessed with two children, Philip and 
Julie.  In 1983 moved back into Wood Street where Pamela was 
originally born.

Pamela attended the ravensmead School and then halmer 
End Senior School.  She first started work at henry White’s in 
Newcastle on the handbags and gloves department.  From there 
she moved to work for rists Wires & cables which was where 
she meet Len, she left to bring up the family but returned after 
13 years.  Pam retired from rists at the age of 50, and gave up 
much of her time helping rear up her three grandchildren ryan, 
amy & Katie.  Pam loved nothing more than watching amy & 
Katie’s dancing shows and ryan playing football.

Pam’s funeral service took place on the 30th of January at 
Bradwell crematorium.  The service was very well attended, the 
colour of pink was worn, many people standing in the aisles.

Thank you for all the donations towards cancer research UK 
in memory of Pam.

The family would like to thank mark and richard, from horne 
Brothers Funeral Directors, the Pastor-mike Gollins, audley 
cricket club and caterers for the reception.

Thanks for all the condolences, sympathy cards and flowers 
received and to all who came to say goodbye and celebrate the 
life of Pamela.  She scored life’s perfect goal.  Philip.
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Carpets at 
warehouse priCes

Goodman & sons mill clearance carpets

Heathcote street,  
chesterton, 
newcastle under lyme 

Tel: 01782 562245

Best quality acrylic wilton - cHeap 
80.20 wool - from roll £13.50 sq yd.
BleacH cleanaBle acrylic carpet -  

from roll £8.75 sq yd.
larGe selection of roll ends to fit  
livinG rooms, Bedrooms and kitcHens

mon-wed 11am - 6pm  |  tHur 11am - 4pm  
fri & sat 11am - 6pm  |  sun 11am - 2pm

Established 30 years

carpet sale

Disclaimer:
The publishers of the audley community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with the views or opinions expressed by 
contributors.  responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes.   
To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or you can e-mail audleycommunitynews@ yahoo.co.uk

Dear Editor
I was recently re-reading some back issues of the audley 
community News and in the September issue in 2011 I 
noticed a reference to the Waggon and horses public house. 
For a number of years I have been researching my family tree 
and during this time have gathered some information about 
the public house which may be of interest to your readers.

George Leighton was born in Keele in 1821 and he 
married Lydia Darlington of meole Brace in Shrewsbury in 
1858. George was the inn keeper of the Waggon and horses 
in Knowle End ,audley.  George and Lydia had 4 children and 
George unfortunately died in 1866 aged only 44.  he left 
Lydia some money which in today’s value would be £9000.

Ephraim henshall was Lydia’s second husband.  he 
had previously been married to Eliza clutton who died of 
consumption in 1867.  They lived at the Waggon and horses 
and Ephraim was registered as both the victualler and a coal 
miner.  By 1881 they had moved to chester road, audley 
with their children.  By 1911 they were living in hougher Wall 
road, audley.

Lydia died in 1912, followed by Ephraim in 1916.
In the September 2004 issue 5 and 11 2006, there are 

references to Percy Dale who was the headmaster of halmer 
End School.  Percy was the son of mark and mary ann Dale 
(nee rogers) of Balls Bank, Kidsgrove.  his father was killed in 
a pit accident at the magpie Pit, Biddulph in 1989.

Percy married Ethel hopley in 1908 and they had 2 
daughters,  annie born in 1909 and marjorie may who was 
born in 1913.

Percy served as a gunner in WW1 and he was promoted 
to sergeant.  he was wounded in his right arm, leg and foot.  
he was awarded the military cross and clasp for his bravery 
in the fields of France.  On reflection this experience could 
explain his tragic death in 1938 when he was found drowned 
at Etruria.                                      

r Pettitt, Torquay, Devon.

Dear Editor
I’ve been watching and listening with some detached 
interest on the developments in Bignall End over the plans to 
commence open cast mining in Great Oak.  as many of the 
inhabitants of halmer End will remember the total destruction 
and subsequent resurrection of the Bates Delph Wood area 
in 1983.

my house was on the front line of the operation, no more 
than 250-300 metres away from the boundary of the site, so 
we had the full impact from the whole terrible experience.

The blasting would normally be 2 to 3 times a day, 
mid morning and mid afternoon.  The explosion was 
very fierce, so much so the whole house would shake.  
Fortunately the property was built on a special reinforced 
raft designed because of the coal mining workings in the 
area, so we hoped that this would help substantially support 
our structure.  Every blast had to be monitored by the 
surveyors associated with the open cast to ensure that the 
seismograph reading fell within their expected tolerances. 
Irrespective of all the measures imposed I was still very very 
concerned about my property, 10 years of blasting twice a 
day was disconcerting.

But it isn’t just the blasting, it’s the dust pollution, the 

dust gets everywhere, you are continually cleaning your 
windows, sills, your car, it’s atrocious, and finally the noise, 
the huge dumpers with huge diesel engines I can assure you 
are not quiet.  They made a thunderous racket along with the 
excavators, irrespective of “baffle banks”, it’s still a terrible 
noise.

People of Bignall End you do have my sympathy.  It’s a very 
disruptive period and in halmer End’s case no compensation 
to the inhabitants for the disturbance and anxiety.  You could 
wake up to a pile of rubble.

Some people will say “well they left it lovely when they’d 
finished”.  

Well it was lovely in my eyes before they started.  Once 
again greed is the motivator to rip up the countryside which 
has been through one industrial deluge.  

Once is enough for the amount of tonnage discussed.
mike Joynson
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Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly cooked meats / ham /

Tongue / cheese / Pies / Bread / cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUr LOcaL hIGh cLaSS FamILY BUTchEr QUaLITY mEaT PrODUcE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

172 ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

When caring and understanding is most needed

HORNE BROTHERS

R. Horne - M. Horne
Contact on the following number :  
01782 720719

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 

Email: office@hornebrothers.co.uk  www.hornebrothers.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

Dennis Cartledge

Dear Editor
I refer to the December 2013 issue of your magazine where 
I came across the letter from Phil rowley of cricklewood, 
London and you can imagine my surprise when I came face 
to face with a photograph of my great grandmother, Elizabeth 
Jervis!  Neither of us knew the other existed but since then 
we have been communicating by e-mail and have exchanged 
information and photographs.

Unfortunately I have not been able to help Phil with the 
information he asked for about his father John (Jack) rowley 
when he was a young man, although I can remember my 
mother alice hall (nee Jervis) telling me he had been in the 
military police.  

however, I sent him copies of the newspaper cuttings 
regarding Jesse and Elizabeth Jervis’s golden wedding 
anniversary and of their deaths in the 1930s which mentioned 
other members of the family who attended.  he is hoping to 
meet up with a cousin who lives in the Stoke-on-Trent area 
soon so that they can do more research on their family tree.

I hope this article will encourage others to get in touch 
with the audley community News magazine to share their 
experiences, or to contact friends and family they have not 
been in touch with for a long period of time, as it has a great 
part to play in re-uniting them.

Keep up the good work you are doing in making us aware 
of what is happening in and around our local community! 

many thanks. Yvonne Smith (nee hall).

St. James’ church hosted the biennial christmas concert on 
14th December 2013.  Partaking this time were audley male 
Voice choir, audley Ladies choir, cheshire Brass and Philip 
cartwright accompanied by Stefen.  The evening did not 
get off to the best of starts when we experienced a serious 
malfunction of our heating system.  This took out two of our 
three boilers and meant that the audience had to endure 
lower than normal temperatures.

I am pleased to report that these low temperatures did 
not in anyway affect our artistes and the standard was very 
high.  The audience was entertained to a feast of music to 
get us into the ‘Festive Spirit’.  all the comments both 
on the night and afterwards were very complimentary and 

st. James’ christmas concert.
it was agreed that everyone had had an excellent nights 
entertainment.  

after the concert we all enjoyed a welcome hot cup of 
coffee and mince pies.

as agreed by those taking part all proceeds went to three 
charities, Donna Louise and Douglas mcmillan hospices and 
audley First responders.

The total proceeds were £1044 and so cheques for 
£348 were taken to each of the charities and gratefully 
received.
I would like to thank all those that took part and all the
people who helped in anyway.
Brian Dodd
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The Rotary club of Audley
The rotary club have had a very busy, but successful 
christmas and New Year.

The photograph below shows young Ethan howarth 
enjoying a visit from the rotary Santa on his sleigh visiting 
the people of the parish.

Yet again, the villages in our area have been wonderfully 
generous. 

The Santa collections raised a marvellous £4,700.  These 
donations will be used to fund our various charity projects 
during the year and helps us to be able to respond quickly to 
new, urgent needs.  We distributed 1,350 lollipops during the 
collections, so at least that many children had the pleasure of 
meeting Santa. 

Thanks also to our many rotary friends who helped with 
collections and in particular our drivers. 

Our annual ‘Tree of Light’ has raised approximately £500 
for The Donna Louise Trust.

 From all of the rotary club, a very big ‘thank you’ to all of 
the people in our community who contributed so much.  With 
the current economic climate, your generosity is particularly 
remarkable.

a number of rotarians and friends also took part in a walk 
along the Gritstone Trail from Disley to mow cop and raised 
approximately £800.  The money raised will be donated to 
the mary’s meals. You can find out more about this wonderful 
charity by visiting www.marysmeals.org.uk.

Once again, we provided stewards for the annual rotary 
Fireworks display at Trentham Gardens.  This event is 
organised by Trentham Gardens in association with local 
rotary clubs and this year £5,000 was raised.  This will be 
split evenly between rotary’s ‘Polio Plus’ campaign which 
immunises children against Polio and ‘North Staffs Young 
carers’ who support young people in the community who act 
as carers for adults.  Their website can be found at www.
carersfirst.com.

We continue to work with the local community and are 
actively supporting many local organisations.  Now that 
the schools are back after the christmas break, we will be 
working closely with the primary and secondary schools.

On the social side, we all enjoyed our christmas meal at 

the Butchers arms and we have had some very interesting 
speakers over the last few months.  a number of rotarians 
and friends also visited the Jaguar car factory in coleshill for 
an interesting tour.

We are also through to the next round of the District Quiz 
competition.

The club is actively looking for new members to join us in 
our social and charitable activities.  If you are interested and 
want to know more, contact us on one of the numbers below.

Neil Ginnis
rotary contacts
Public relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 

neilginnis@atosorigin.com)
Secretary:  David royle (01270 750668 lowe.

royle@mscable.com)
Website:  http://www.audley.net/rotary

WILLOW TREE DAY CARE

In-home childcare provider in Audley 

Warm, caring and fun atmosphere  
Clean and safe environment

CRB and nursing qualifications  
Nutritional snacks and meals included  

Homework help 
Arts and crafts 

Education development

All ages welcome 
Open 7.30am to 6pm 

Call Clare on 07759902613

St. James’ Church Spring Sale

Saturday 3rd May 2014
Held in St. James’ Church Hall

9.30am to 11.30am
CAKES - GIFTS - BRIC-A-BRAC
BOOKS - RAFFLE - TOMBOLA

Coffee - Tea and Cakes.
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Web:  
www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk 
E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk Secretary: 07946 734008Caretaker: 07587177637

pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee Mornings and Fund-raising Events...... you don’t 
need any experience, just a willingness to help. 
If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning on Wednesday 8.30am until 
11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and 
if you are interested then just ask Ron, Dot or 
Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or 
if you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Audley & District Community CentreCastle Hill, Nantwich Road Audley Sot ST7 8DH                                                          

WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIREHaving a party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a public gathering? 
........Contact our Booking Secretaryon 07506159834 or email: adcc@hotmail.co.ukfor more information.

COFFEE MORNING

& BARGAIN SALE 

Every Wednesday 8.30am 

until 11.30am with FREE WI FI  

9.30am until 11.30am

SATuRDAY MORNINGMy BabyTime Every 2nd Sat 
Contact:  Charlotte 01260 299337CAR BOOTS 2014 pAMS Car  

Boot on the 1st Sat of month  
For information please contact: Sandra: 07782349524 or: Dawn: 07921450599

SuNDAY

Available for hire.

Contact the Community 

Centre.

FRIDAY EvENING
NEW ACTIvITY AT THE

AuDLEY YOuTH DROp-IN
11-14YEAR OLDS

7pM - 9pM
50p ENTRANCE
‘NOW OuTDOOR

FLOOD LIGHT
FOOTBALL pITCH

MONDAYIndoor Bowling Club 1.30pm - 3.30pm Contact: Annette 01782 720646.Weight Watchers starts: Mon 6th Jan 2014 - 6.30pm and 7pm
Info: LIZ 07531507855

TuESDAY

Soccer L
ions  

12.30pm - 2.30pm  

Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World,  

Clare 07808
192011 

Times- 9.30am, 5pm and 

7.00pm  

Coffee Morning set 

up 8.30pm - 10pm
, and  

unwanted items drop o
ff WEDNESDAY

Bargain Sale, Coffee 
Morning & Internet 
Café 8.30am until 11.30am

Audley Youth Drop In: 

Age group 8-11yrs 5pm to 6.15pm

Zumba Dancing 7.00pm -8.00pm 
Contact Barbara 
on 07977211484

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 

10pm. Contact: Deb 

01782 785791

FRIDAY MORNINGAudley Community News 10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 721565 audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Booking Enquiries:  

07506 159834

Caretaker Enquiries:  

07587 177637

Chairman Ron Bourne:  

07946 734008
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.00 
Kids. £6.50 
OAP. £5.00 
Back & Sides. £4.00 
Grade all over. £4.00 
Wash & Cut. £8.50 
Beard Trim. £1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

SENIOr 
cITIZENS 10% 
DIscOunT

Audley & District 
Wi news  
for 2014

‘confessions of a cleric’ was our 
November speaker’s topic and Gerald 
Gardiner was a joy to listen to, being 
very interesting and possessing a voice 
that always held your attention.

Our christmas party was its usual 
success, a beautiful christmas 

dinner followed by raspberry pavlova, 
which was my choice; none of your 
christmas pudding for yours truly!  I 
have never liked it, in fact my mum 
used to hide a sixpence (or was it a 
silver threepence?) in the white sauce 
so I wouldn’t miss out. 

We finished the party with a mince 
pie and a nice cuppa.  We had a 
christmas quiz, bingo, a raffle and a 
pressie off Santa - can’t be bad.  The 
extra cream on the cake was that it was 
all served to us and there was not a pot 
to wash.  We also raised £42.00 for 
Donna Louise, as we make a donation 
instead of sending christmas cards 
to each other.  altogether in 2013 we 
raised £148.00 for Donna Louise with 
sales and a tombola.

January 23rd started our WI year 
but alas that meant we had to pay our 
subscriptions.  The sweetener though 
was our speaker, local lady alison 
Lingwood, a former WI member who 
has become a successful author, after 
declaring she wanted to write a book 
for her 60th birthday. 

her first novel, ‘Portal to murder’ 
is based on problems that arise when 
personal information is accessed, 
particularly from social networking 
sites, for criminal intent, therefore be 
aware what information you divulge.  
alison has written a second novel, ‘The 
Bridport Dagger’. 

The market town of Bridport is well 
known for its rope manufacture and 
at one point the hangman’s noose 
was, by statute, required to be made 
from Bridport rope.  ‘Stabbed with the 
Bridport dagger’ entered the vernacular 
as an alternative to ‘death by hanging’. 
alison is now working on her third novel 
- great isn’t it that we have a fiction 
novelist in our area.

a representative from Douglas 
macmillan is visiting us in February.  On 
27th march Bernard Lovatt is talking to 
us about running the Etruria Industrial 
museum, then on 24th april christine 
Green tells us about ‘cake Toppers’.

Our year has started well so if you 
would like to share this enjoyment with 
us you would be most welcome.

If you are interested in visiting us at 
one of our meetings we meet every 4th 
Thursday of the month, at 7pm at the 
St. James’ church hall, church Street 
audley.

Why not bring a friend along too.
Telephone anne 721957 or Glenis 

722009 for more info.
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audley Beaver Scouts held their 
annual group ice skating festival at the 
Trentham Gardens Ice rink in early 
December 2013 as a christmas treat. 
This was as a very well attended and 
enjoyable event.

Skating is a little like scouting, it 
seems very hard on the outside, but 
it’s not until you try it that you find 
how much fun it can be and so self-
rewarding.

With the Scout and Explorer winter 
weekend camp at Barnswood, we are 
starting the New Year for our members 
with a BaNG!  This will be followed by a 
group and parents camp mid year.

With all our scouting activities we try 
to hold an exciting programme for all 
sections, but this can only be successful 

with adult help.  We would like to have  
a permanent cub Leader as well as 
an assistant Scout Leader and would 
welcome volunteers to come along 
to help.  In the future another Beaver 
colony will be formed, but only if 
enough adult help is forthcoming.   
We have plenty of children on our 
waiting list who wish to join.

We need help to give the members 
the scouting experience that they 
deserve.  can you be one of those 
helpers?
We also have room for some new 
members in our scouts group.  If you 
need any information please do not 
hesitate to contact me, my details  
are below:
chris Symonds 01782 723139.

Audley Beaver Scouts Skating on thin Ice!

Audley parish Angling club

The formation of the audley Parish angling club was in 
august 2013  when a handful of interested parties attended 
a Parish council meeting in the methodist chapel in halmer 
End. 

Since then it has been actively engaged through a properly 
formed committee, and with assistance from both the Parish 
council and Newcastle Borough council, in setting the club 
rules, constitution, health and safety policy etc. in preparation 
to commence fishing on the first of april 2014.

It is the intention of the club, with the agreement of the 
Parish and Borough councils, to manage angling activities 
at both Bateswood Lake and cloggers Pool.  The care and 
maintenance of these waters and their surrounding areas has 
been neglected for some time. 

cloggers Pool in particular had become choked with weed 
and the surrounding pathways overgrown see top right photo. 

The club organised several working parties to improve 
the water quality and generally tidy the area.  The work is far 
from over but vast improvements have already been made 
as can be seen from the accompanying photograph opposite 
right.

The club is also working closely with the Environment agency 
and local wildlife enthusiasts to ensure that all possible care 
is taken to protect, preserve and enhance these valuable 
local amenities.
If you wish to become a member of our club, application 
forms can be picked up from the royal Oak Public house in 
heathcote road miles Green, where we also hold our regular 
committee meetings.
an aGm will be held for all members, a date and time will be 
set and published locally.

If anyone with a fishing interest would like to help to run 
the club please do not hesitate to contact one of the people 
below.
contact details for the club are:
Brian Billings 01782 720059 - brianbillings@btinternet.com  
/ Kevin Phillips 079468771733 - kev.phillips@gmail.com  / 
Joe Louis 01782 920081.
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crude may be the poetry, or perhaps it may be rhyme,
Somewhat lacking in expression and not always true to time.

But most of it collected in a very simple way,
Gives a job that is reflected every moment of the day.

Interesting, full of pleasure fitting words to make a line,
Giving of the fullest measure brings a happiness “Divine”.

I am proud of my small collection of poems, yet I feel humble 
in my pride for it is so small to give to my family and to my 
brothers and sisters who are dear to my heart, not forgetting 
my parents, in particular my mother whose aim it was to set 
my feet in the ways of truth and of life.  George colclough.

here below is a picture of George and just a couple of 
examples of George’s short poems.

poet songs
The poet song is music, with a rhythm and a beat,

The gleanings from the wayside and the quiet village street,
No matter where you wander, there is beauty to be seen,
Be it the rugged highway, the mountain top, the stream.

Sordid may be the surroundings, but the thoughts that wing above,
Sing the wonders of creation, in a message full of love,

harmony in nature blending, calls the tune and makes the line,
Poet songs are never ending, springing from love divine.

George colclough was my grandfather, and like the majority 
of men in the local area he was a coal miner, a quiet 
unassuming man but with a hidden talent for prose.

 We lived in halmer End but my father’s family originated 
from Boon hill.  We lived there with my grandparents for a 
few years and then moved to halmer End.  my father harold 
colclough and mum may ( Joynson) lived at number 153 
high Street and I lived there until I married Peter Banks.

 all the time we lived in the village George was writing 
poems about the locality, his pets, peace, even Wedgwood’s 
monument, anything that gave him inspiration I suppose.

 Like lots of things, “The Gleanings of George colclough” 
was accumulated by us when relatives passed on and were 
stored away until mike Joynson my cousin was researching 
my family tree and now can be read.  consequently the 
poems were resurrected and added to George’s documents.

 as George says in the preface to the poems, in years to 
come local people may want to read them and may get some 
pleasure from them.  I think that time is now.
all George’s grandchildren are very proud of George`s work; 
he was obviously a sensitive man with great depth of feeling.  
I hope that you all enjoy reading his works over the forth- 
coming issues of this magazine, as they will be publishing a 
selection of his poetry.  margaret Banks nee colclough.

gleanings from the wayside of life

Perhaps it may interest someone in the future days to read 
and to enjoy my small collection of rhymes, for that and that 
alone is the motive of their creation.  To create and to express 
what one feels brings along with it one of the greatest joys 
that can be given to man.  To give to someone else the 
thoughts, to enable them to see deeper into life whether in 
verse, music or literature is no more than the duty of every 
generation, to hand on as it were the things that are worth 
while to its successors.  To me, thought and mind are living 
forces that have come to us down through the ages since 
the beginning of time and if the things that we transmit to 
our fellows are the gleanings of truth they will live for they 
are eternal in their quality.  Life to be lived at its highest 
and best must ever be gleaning and giving out its findings 
and treasure to all mankind.  Such are my views, a world 
without “art” would die for it would have no vision, would see 
no beauty and in course of time would be crushed under a 
sordid materialism.  The receptive mind that is conscious of 
things outside our material life is the mind that expresses and 
points the way to a higher and fuller life.  We are all children 
of nature, conscious we become of how much we lack and 
of how far we fall short of the standard that has been set 
and to which man can attain.  Lenoria Eyles once said the 
educated man is the man who cultivates his natural gifts.  I 
have never forgotten it and in the early years when the urge 
was on me to write and express what was in my heart and 
was ever craving for expression whether in prose or poetry 
the following lines were born in my mind.

To My Friend

It is not learned from book lore
Neither poetry nor rhyme,

But from the truth’s abiding
Through the years of passing time.

Inspired by depth of feeling
Whispered in some magic word,

man’s inmost self revealing
Like the singing of a bird.

Gleaned from life at every turning,
Nurtured in the woodland shade,
Nature’s art provides the learning,

Of the truths that never fades.

The picture is of George.  We can 
now look forward to more of his 
poems in our future issues.

WORKIng MAns pOET

Poetry or Rhyme.
We would welcome more poems and rhyme from our readers, 
please send them into the Editor for consideration, contact 
details can be found on page 3 of this magazine.
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HEATHER NIEWDACH
Chiropodist/Podiatrist

BSc (Hons)  MChS

HPC Registered

Mondays at 
102 Crewe Road, Alsager

Tuesday to Friday – Home Visits

Problem Feet?

Tel:  01270 879643
Mob:  07852 204335

Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

WAnTED
Issue No 4 of the Audley Historian  
please contact the Editor, contact  
details on page 3.

JOb LOss

Turned forty, redundant, feeling despair
cast on the scrapheap?  Does anyone care?
Would life have been different and rather less cruel
If one paid more attention, worked harder at school?
Perhaps maybe not, the future’s unclear 
Whatever the path or chosen career.
Gone are the days when a job was for life
more likely there’ll be much trouble and strife.

Finding the mortgage, planning ahead
Less confident now, uncertain instead.
holidays lost, will the car have to go?
how does one cope, get over the blow?
Trying not to give in whilst feeling the lurch
remaining determined to keep up the search.
But it’s so soul destroying to have to sign on
Self pride is lost and dignity gone.

Vacancies scanned show “agency work”
real jobs are scarce.  No pensions or perks.
all one needs is a chance, pleased to retrain
holding head high to bounce back again.
If offered a post with rather less pay
Is it wise or foolish?  twist or stay?
Let it not be for long, a real marathon
Keep faith and believe soon you’ll find one.

Derrick Bate Audley Village 
Barbers
‘GENTS’ hair Dressing

RATES:

OaP. £4.50 (mon-Fri)

Gents hair cut. £7.00

children from. £5.50

clipper. £5.00

monday 12 noon - 6pm
Tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - cLOSED

Thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

OpEnIng hOuRs.

Telephone DAn 07790 286 365
church street Audley

LIKE OnTO A ROsE

Like the unfurling petals of a rose,
The warmth of love in this heart grows.
Like the fragrant perfume of a bouquet,

Sweetness to life beats throughout every day.
Like the graceful stem with each supporting thorn,

That rejoicing gift refrains of full magic born.
Like the velvet tones - revealed without touch,

Strains motion need - needing much more than much.

So don’t hold back - let the curtains open wide,
Give all you’ve got.  Life’s the stage.  Dance with pride.
create every scene - spotlight with music - full score,

Producing harmony and swing, love forever the encore.
If your heart skips a beat - Stamp your feet -

Put it right!
Let eyes hold the truth.  They tell much more than sight.

No don’t hold back, let those curtains open wide,
Give all you’ve got!  Life’s the stage!

Dance, dance, dance.  DaNcE with pride!

Peter W. Hodgkins.

We at the magazine would love to receive your Poetry and 
rhyme, just send them to the Editor details page 3.
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Mining heritage Remembered
The Parish of audley is surrounded by several villages which 
have a proud coal mining heritage with either deep mining, 
drift mining, foot rails or opencast mining.

One of these villages, halmer End, was bequeathed a 
tragic and memorable place in history on the 12th January 
1918 when on a wintry 

Saturday morning, as the result of a massive underground 
explosion, 155 men and boys were killed.
The Great War (World War 1), which Britain entered on 4th 
august 1914 still had 10 months to run until the armistice on 
11th November 1918.

many men and boys from this area had fallen in the 
trenches and on the battlefields of France.  Now, on that day 
those who had stayed behind to fight the enemy by winning 
the coal to power the War, would fall in the coal seams under 
the Parish of audley.  
This year the memorial Day at the methodist chapel had a 
larger attendance than usual as we approach the centenary 
in 2018.  Visitors could view photos, videos, safety lamps and 
other memorabilia on display and have a cuppa and biscuit 
before the memorial Service at 3.00pm led by the rev’d 
helen hoe.
readers with any information that might be of help with the 
publication of a forthcoming centenary book about the minnie 
Pit are asked to contact the audley Family history Society c/o 
christinelamb@sky.com  Tel:( 01782) 627553
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halmer End methodist church is 
pleased to announce that 225 
shoe boxes have been filled ready 
for transporting to the collection 
centre in Burton on Trent.  In 2012 
we filled 190 shoeboxes.  We have 
been advised by the team at the 
Burton centre that their shoeboxes 
are going to the Ukraine.

all boxes contain a hat, scarf, gloves, 
soap, flannel, toothbrush, toothpaste, 
comb/brush, tissues, sweets, drinking 
straws, game, toy, cuddly toy, ball, 
colouring book, notebook, pencil case, 
biro and wax crayons; in the boxes for 
5-14 year olds a ruler, rubber, pencil 
sharpener, pencil and pencil crayons 
are also included.  

halmer End methodist church’s 
“Shoebox Team” filled in excess of 127 
on remembrance Sunday with goods 
donated by the friends and members 
of the church to the specification as 
mentioned above.  

The picture featured shows 83 of 

the 225 shoeboxes which have been 
filled with goods donated by staff at the 
Beth Johnson Foundation in hartshill 
by anne Smith (BJF employee) and her 
husband Phil, who are part of halmer 
End’s “Shoebox Team”.  Our main 
shoebox organiser at the church is ann 
moore.  ann is regularly assisted by her 
husband Ken, who is the chief shoebox 
collector, labourer and refreshment 
supplier.  Other regular members of the 
team are mary Gibson, andrea mellor, 
Dorothy Edgeley (who wrapped most 
of the boxes), Janet harrison and Emily 
Smith.  We’ve been doing it for so long 
now that it is almost second nature to 

us.  We hope we can 
carry on indefinitely.

anne Smith had 
a lovely surprise and 
experience whilst 
talking to two ladies 
in the checkout queue 
at aSDa, Wolstanton.  
She was explaining 

why her trolley was full of toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap and flannels.  

She’d barely finished listing the 
contents of our shoeboxes when one of 
the ladies dropped a £10 note on the 
conveyor belt to help to pay for some of 
the goods.  

anne was flabbergasted and close 
to tears because of the generosity of a 
complete stranger.  Such a kind act.

Thank you to all who have donated 
goods, knitted hats, scarves and gloves 
and supported us yet again.  Bless you 
all.

The halmer End methodist church 
“christmas Shoebox Team”.

samaritan’s purse – 
Operation christmas 
child – 2013



Other services you  

     Could Need 

Physiotherapy 

Asthma monitoring 

Diabetes monitoring 
Hypertension 
Family Planning 
Maternity 
Cardiac disease man-
agement 
Stop Smoking clinic 
Child Development & 
Immunisation 
Minor surgery 
Travel Health advice 
& Immunisation 

to call handling. 
That the TV screens in the 
waiting room were good, 
both in terms of content 
and quality. There was 
positive feedback about 
the changes that have 
been made this year. 

We will continue to re-
view the content on a 
regular basis with the 
assistance of the patient 
panel. 
That a significant amount 
of people did not know 
about the patient panel, 
the virtual panel, the 
newsletter or the patient 
panel website 

We will continue to ad-
vertise services includ-
ing the practice and pa-
tient panel websites. 
There is good uptake of 
the local Audley Com-
munity News and we will 
explore having a regular 
presence in this. 

You said….. We 
will……… 
The Reception area was 
clean, tidy, efficient and 
you were very happy with 
the way the receptionists 
treated you, but you said 
you were concerned with 
privacy.    

We will redesign of sign-
age on the door of the 
confidentiality booth 
and at the reception 
desk, add additional ar-
rows to indicate the 
presence of the booth 
and actively promote its 
presence via the patient 
panel, reception team  
Making appointments was 
still a concern and you 
experienced difficulty  with 
the phone system and 
booking appointments in 
advance  

We will increase GP ap-
pointments by appoint-
ing an additional GP 
from March 2014.  (Dr 

Val Crabtree) We will 
also increase the num-
ber of appointments 
available to book in ad-
vance and look at new 
ways of holding consul-
tations, such as via 
email, telephone consul-
tation or skype. 
That the telephone sys-
tem could be improved, 
specifically when trying to 
book an appointment at 
8am. Though some report 
an improvement with the 
new queuing system, oth-
ers have found this slow 
and unreliable.  

We will continue to work 
with the local Health In-
formatics team to make 
the telephone system as 
effective as possible. 
We will ensure that we 
have an adequate num-
ber of call handlers at 
busy time periods and if 
necessary address any 
training needs relating 

           2 0 1 3  P a t i e n t  S u r v e y  R e s u l t s   
 
       W h a t  Y o u  S a i d  &  W h a t  W i l l  W e  D o  

O n - L i n e  B o o k i n g  ( B e c o m e  A n  O n - L i n e r )   

You like the on-line booking 
of appointments and self-
check-in services though 
some were uncertain how to 
use them…..Well  

We are keen to promote 
these services and will 
hold workshops in the next 

few months to demon-
strate how to use the on
-line systems. We will 
endeavour to provide a 
PIN code at the time the 
application form is com-
pleted and will explore 
the capacity to request 
an authorisation code 

by email/ on-line request 
form. Get the full results 
and comments on-Line  
Audley Health Centre in 
conjunction with the Audley 
Patient Panel will now have 
a regular page in this publi-
cation to inform patients of 
health related issues.     
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     I m p r o v e m e n t  t h r o u g h  c o m m u n i c a t i o n         

 

A u d l e y  P a t i e n t  P a n e l  A n d   
A u d l e y  H e a l t h  C e n t r e  
W o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  F o r  Y o u  

D i d  y o u  K n o w  

O p e n i n g  T i m e s                                                                                          
M o n d a y  8 a m  -  
8 : 0 0 p m  
T u e s d a y  8 a m  -  
8 : 0 0 p m  
W e d n e s d a y  8 a m  -  
6 : 3 0 p m  
T h u r s d a y  8 a m  -  
6 : 3 0 p m  
F r i d a y  8 a m  -  6 : 3 0 p m  
S a t u r d a y  -  C l o s e d  
S u n d a y  -  C l o s e d    
 
A u d l e y  P h a r m a c y  

0 1 7 8 2  7 2 0 3 6 5  

A u d l e y  D e n t i s t  

0 1 7 8 2  7 2 0 3 1 1  

 

  
    
  

  

Health Centre News & Information 

   www.audleyhealthcentre.co.uk                  www.audleypatientpanel.btck.co.uk 

H e a l t h  C e n t r e  

0 1 7 8 2  2 7 6 9 9 9  
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During the spring term, as part of our 
creative curriculum, ravensmead 
Primary school had a multicultural arts 
week giving the children, from Nursery 
through to Year 6, the opportunity to 

produce art work 
connected to their 
learning of other 
cultures and faiths. 

During the week 
the reception and 
Year 1 children 
experienced a music 
and movement 
workshop provided 
by Jo Jingles, 
whilst parents and 
volunteers came in 
to school supporting 

their projects on the Inuits and Noah’s 
ark.

KS1 children experienced a day 
working with an african drummers 
group. Year 1 children have focused 
their art work on the muslim faith, 

whilst Year 2 children have learnt about 
the artist rousseau as well as looking 
at hinduism.

children in KS2 have had the 
opportunity to work with a Bhangra 
dancer called “Jag”, which resulted in 
an assembly to celebrate their learning. 

Pupils in Year 3 and 4 have learnt 
about Islam, as well as Year 5 and 6 
pupils who have learnt about different 
cultures connected to their topic of 
“Disappearing rainforests”.

all of this has resulted in a final 
arts Exhibition on Friday, 31st January, 
where parents and the community were 
invited in to see the fantastic art work 
produced. 

Both the teaching staff and the 
children thoroughly enjoyed the 
mutlicultural arts week, continuing the 
high profile of the artsmark Gold award 
achieved by the school.

That is what was promised in the 
programme for the 2014 audley 
Theatre pantomime, Ali Baba and 
the Forty Thieves.  as always, 
we were not disappointed.
The new Lighting and Sound Desks 
were shown off with aplomb but has 
that glitter ball always been there?  The 
scenery and sets looked good, if not 
a little temperamental at times - all 
adding to the fun.
The actors were well cast and gave 
their all.  The characters were expertly 
brought to life as we sat and laughed, 
appreciating how much time and 
effort goes into these productions.  I 
particularly enjoyed the ‘Brummy’ and 
Welsh accents ( upheld throughout) and 
Squeak was a delight.
It was all there: predictable jokes; 
audience responses; chases around 
the auditorium; dancing in the aisles; 
misunderstandings; a sing-along 
(short and sweet!); sword fighting; a 
great dance sequence; modern & local 

references; ‘comical 
characters and wicked villains’; 
colourful and sparkly costumes.  To add 
to the mix – a camel and a mummy!
I liked the repeated ‘surprise’ when El 
Scorpio was mentioned – a sequence 
well executed.  It was heart-warming to 
see so many young people in the cast, 
having a good time, developing a skill 

and gaining confidence.
as a young teacher, I was told that 
early years learning was about rhyme, 
rhythm and repetition (and I believe 
that).  Well, I think Pantomime is all 
about the 3rs.
ali Baba gave us that aND mUch 
mOrE!
margaret Pointon.
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Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch. 

Give your dog the care it needs.

Many years experience.

Tel: 01782 721735 
357 Heathcote Rd-, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH

Together  
for 68 years
congratulations to Sheila 
and Bill Peers of high Street 
halmer End, who on the 17th 
November celebrated 68 
years of marriage.

Sheila and Bill have lived 
in the village of halmer End 
all of their lives. Sheila has 
in fact lived in the same 
house all of her life, we 
won’t tell you how long, we will 
keep you guessing (eh Shelia).

Both lived in the village so it was a 
good chance in those days you would 
marry someone from the local area.

Bill spent his working life as a 
coal miner at the Parkhouse colliery 
and Sheila was a seamstress at the 
Enderley mills cloth Factory Newcastle.

They were married at St. John’s  

 
church alsagers Bank on 
Saturday the 17th November 1945,  
just after the end of WW2.

Sheila recalls it being an 
exceptionally windy and blowy day.  
after the wedding the reception for 
about 100 friends and family was  
held at the St. John’s church hall,  
also at alsagers Bank.

The entertainment 
at the reception  
was provided by  
the then local 
entertainer of the  
day, chippy Brown.

Sheila and Bill  
have had a wonderful 
life together and 
during their 68 years 
have been blessed 
with 4 loving children, 
Brian the eldest son, 
Trevor, David the former 
steward of halmer End 

Workingmen’s club and, last but not 
least, daughter Barbara.

a life time together not just married 
but also a life time together living in  
the local community of halmer End, 
where they are highly respected by  
all the locals.

congratulations Sheila and Bill.

Trent River big band

The Trent river Big Band is an 18 piece 
swing band based in Stoke-on-Trent, playing a complete 
collection of swing music, from Glen miller & count Basie  
to the present day michael Bublé & robbie Williams.
The band rehearses at Bignall End cricket club and  
they are available for weddings, birthdays, corporate  
events and special occasions.
any event can be tailored to suit the client’s specific 
requirements.  For further information contact either  
chris on 01270 874481 or Phil on 07939029027.
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HAIR, BEAUTY, NAILS 
SUNBED, TANNING.

Peace of mind in a professional  
friendly environment.

178 Ravens Lane Bignall End  
Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY

Tel: 01782 720581
www.puritybyandreajayne.co.uk 

Purity

d

R

R

AuDLEY cOMMunITY nEWs26 fEATuREs

Reunited 54 
Years Later
On Saturday, 14th December 2013, 
when my granddaughter maisie and 
I were up to our necks in flour and 
mincemeat whilst making pies, my 

husband Graham marsden, 

who you may remember from an article 
in the community News about his latest 
fishing book, shouted me to say a lady 
had contacted him with a message on 
Facebook on behalf of his father.

Graham hadn’t had any contact with 
his father, Tom marsden, since he was 
17, some 54 years ago when Graham 
visited Tom when he lived in Towyn, 
North Wales. 

For one reason or another, moving 
homes, etc, they lost touch.  We had 
tried to find him a few years ago but 
failed. Then, a few months ago, on a 
whim, Graham did a search on Google 
for ‘Tom marsden’ and found a couple 
of newspaper reports from 2002 that 
were headlined, ‘Tom marsden, Britain’s 
Oldest Diver’.  The reports were dated 
2002 and were about an 88 year old 
man named Tom marsden who loved 
scuba diving off the North Wales coast, 
scuba diving being a hobby he had 
taken up at the age of 77.

all the clues pointed to Tom marsden 
being Graham’s father, but try as we 
may we couldn’t find any contact details 
and since the reports were dated 2002 
it would make him close to 100 years 

old if he was still alive, which was very 
unlikely we thought.

Then came that contact from Pat, 
through the Facebook message, and it 
all began to unfold.

Pat, whose partner Stuart has been 
Tom’s closest friend for 30 years, wrote 
to ask if Graham would like to meet his 
father.  apparently Tom, aided by Pat 
and Stuart, had been following Graham’s 

fishing career 
through the internet 
for several years and 
had bought some of 
his books and videos.

 anyhow, we 
arranged to go to 
Wales and meet 
Tom. In the meantime 
Graham did another 
Google search 
and found several 
newspaper reports 
about Tom celebrating 
his 100th birthday in 
November.  There were 
lots of photos and even 
a video in the mail Online 

of Tom working out in Everybodyz Gym 
in rhyl Sun centre and more information 
about his past life 
of being a poultry 
farmer producing 
18,000 eggs a 
week, also a motor 
cycle and motor 
racing driver, 
grass track racing, 
racing at Belle Vue 
speedway and a 
stunt driver. he 
gave up racing at 
the age of 68 when 
he lost part of his 
hand when driving 
a cosworth Special.

a few days 
before christmas 
we travelled to 
Wales to meet 
Tom.  We were both 
nervous and excited 
and didn’t know 
what to expect.  
Would he like us?  
Would we like him? 
But we were mostly 

sorry about the lost years and missing 
his 100th birthday celebrations.

But we needn’t have worried for as 
we walked into the room of the small 
flat where he now lives we soon felt 
at home.  he had seen the pictures of 
all our children and grandchildren on 
Facebook.  he knew a lot about his 
great granddaughter Katie and great-
great granddaughter Eva who live in 
Scotland.  Five generations of marsdens 
with the absence of David, Graham’s 
eldest son who died from cancer at the 
age of 25. 

Katie and her partner richard are 
getting married in Scotland in march 
and that time would have been perfect 
for him to meet all the family, but a lot 
of travelling is involved which would 
probably be too much for him.  So we 
are hoping to arrange something else 
that involves less travelling so that he 
can meet everybody.

I just wish we could put the clock 
back, but instead we have to make the 
most of it and enjoy long afternoons 
chatting and catching up with all the 
missing years.  Fifty four of them to be 
precise.

by Anne Marsden



Douglas 
Macmillan 
at the swan 
bignall End
alan mayer of Watlands rd. 
Bignall End, nervously sat in the 
barber’s chair at the Swan public 
house in Bignall End, awaiting 
the cut throat razor of Benedetto 
Dipiazza from G’s barber’s shop, 
church St. audley, all in aid of 
charity.

It all started after a chat early on 
in the year with Tim of headmaster’s 
church St. when they were talking 
about cut throat shavers.  alan 
suddenly thought it would be a good 
idea to have his beard removed as 
a charity event for Dougie mac where 
he and wife Elaine had spent the last 
few weeks of her life together.  alan 
can never thank the staff enough at the 
hospice for all they did for both of them 
at that sad time in their lives.

alan had had a beard for over 40 
years and even his son and all of his 
friends had never seen him without one.

alan wishes to take this 
opportunity to thank Paul and Linda, 
landlord and landlady of the Swan 
for providing refreshments and music 
and the use of their public house for 
the event, his family and friends and 
everyone who came along on the night 
and parted with their cash and also 
everyone else who donated money. 

 
a big thank you must go 

to Benedetto who did a brilliant job and 
certainly the best and sting free shave 
ever.  also to Tim for the use of his 
barber’s chair.  alan wishes to thank 
everyone again and the total amount 
raised on the night was £446 which  
has been donated by alan to the 
Douglas macmillan hospice.

CHRISTMAS SANTA COMPETITION
In our christmas 2013 issue we ran a FIND ThE SaNTa competition, we wish to thank all of the children who  

took part, all who correctly named the pages with a SaNTa on have now received their prizes.
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Pest controlWasps
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all domestic pest control
commercial & contract Work

fuLLY InsuRED
   01782 561819  www.aardwolfpestcontrol.co.uk

MAKE 2014 YOUR YEAR!

Meeting every Monday at 6:30pm

AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
NANTWICH ROAD

6:30 PM WEIGH-IN AND 7:00 PM MEETING

Contact Liv for more details on 07531507855
www.weightwatchers.co.uk
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A Lifetime  
in the navy
My Early Years
David Lovatt MbE.
We continue with the life story of 
David Lovatt, a local lad who joins the 
Navy and ends up spending a lifetime 
travelling the world.  This part of the 
story tells of his experiences when he 
was selected to join his first ship, hmS 
Intrepid seen opposite.

On December 7th 1968, three days 
after my 17th birthday I encountered 
my first long distance adventure, flying 
for the first time on the journey from 
raF Lyneham in Wiltshire to Singapore 
onboard a Vc10.  In accordance with 
raF instructions, dress was to be smart 
- shirt, tie and jacket, for the lengthy and 
tiring flight via cyprus, Bahrain and Gan 
(a small island in the maldives) arriving 
almost a day later at raF changi, 
where we were met and taken by bus 
to the sprawling royal Naval Base at 
Sembawang.  along the way we passed 
large areas of coconut trees and small 
bustling communities of mainly older, 
not that well maintained buildings and 
nothing like the exceptionally clean and 
modern state that Singapore eventually 
developed into.  It was a strange 
environment onboard ship, and took a 
while to not only to find my way around 
but to adjust to the constant hum of the 
diesel engines.  however, other ‘Juniors’ 
had joined at the same time and we 
lived in the ‘Juniors mess’ under the 
watchful eye of a Senior Leading hand.  
We were inducted into the workings 
of the ship and the communications 
Department, additionally, the Ships’ 
master-at-arms (ships Policeman) gave 
a lengthy lecture on the dangers and 
pitfalls in Singapore such as opium dens 
etc. 

Onboard, a small NaaFI shop sold 
a range of goods.  a compact chinese 
laundry worked almost around the clock. 
additionally we had a cobbler and a 
tailor.  Both could measure you up and 
supply hand made shoes or suits in a
couple of day’s.   

I was placed in a ‘watch’ at sea in the 
Wireless Office, where we maintained 
constant links to our shore hQ and any 
ships in company.  The ‘middle Watch’ 
- midnight to 0400 was always the 
worst because normally little sleep was 
had prior to going on watch, and then 
after going off watch, getting into your 
bunk and drifting into a deep sleep we 
were roused at 0700 ready for the day’s 
work.

There were various activities in our 
leisure time at sea.  The PTI organised 
sports on the flight deck, from hockey 
(with pucks made from rope), 5 a side 
soccer (with balls made from tightly 
rolled rags taped together), so that if 
they were knocked into the sea it didn’t 
matter.  For volleyball, the ball was in a 
net tied to a length of string which was 
tied to the centre of the volleyball net.  
Several evenings a week movies were 
shown in the dining hall, and on some 
very calm nights an upper deck movie 
was shown on the flight deck.           
Intrepid’s main role was to disembark 
troops and equipment into a war zone 
and it was able to embark up to 700 
troops, and in the heart of the ship 
transport 15 tanks and 27 vehicles, 
which were taken ashore by landing 
craft or by Wessex helicopter.  Several 
large amphibious exercises were carried 
out in remote areas of malaysia.  In 
rough weather this flat bottomed ship 
rolled around at will, rendering many 

including myself seasick.  Whilst on 
passage, if the sea was calm and the 
opportunity arose we would sometimes 
stop in the middle of nowhere and have 
a swim in the sea, or if close to land, 
the landing craft we carried would ferry 
some ashore to a deserted beach for an 
afternoon of sport and a barbecue.      

as expected we had many practical 
jokes played on us and got the worst 
tasks to carry out.  In harbour we 
worked ‘Tropical routine’ starting work 
at 0700 and finishing at 1300 to avoid 
the extreme afternoon heat. Singapore 
city was some 16 miles away and as 
the night life didn’t commence until late, 
visiting at night was out of the question 
for us Juniors because we didn’t even 
have ‘cinderella’ leave, we had to be 
back onboard by 2300. 

at sea at night, the ship was 
‘darkened’, with only navigation lights 
visible, and it was a delight to sit on 
deck in the hot night air to observe the 
stars without light pollution.  Sometimes 
there would be spectacular electric 
storms on the horizon with flashes of 
lightning illuminating the sky.  Nowadays 
access to the upper deck after dark is 
denied on health and Safety grounds!   

The mail service was good and I 
received regular letters from home plus 
the Football Final edition of The Sentinel. 

The ship returned to its base on 
several occasions after exercises/
operations at sea, and after visiting 
other ports.  There were many 
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Audley Joinery and 
Building Services

KITCHENS • BATHROOMS • ROOFS • HEATING

We are a small family run company 
based in Audley, with many years  
of experience in the building trade. 

All aspects of joinery and building work can be 
undertaken from small jobs such as hanging a 
door to a full scale re-furbishment or extension.

We can also help you with heating, plumbing  
and security systems. 

To find about all our services we offer call Simon 
or visit our website.

Mobile: 07506 141 141     Landline: 01782 935 317

www.audleyjoinery.co.uk

recreational facilities around the base.  
I recall at least 4 swimming pools, 
golf course, numerous soccer, rugby 
and hockey pitches.  Some had their 
shortcomings.  Early into a soccer 
match in which I was playing, the ball 
was punted up the wing towards the 
corner flag.  as the winger and fullback 
chased the ball, it bobbled and resulted 
in a snake rearing its head - EVErYONE 
FLED - match abandoned and time for a 
cooling pint of Tiger Beer! 

Just outside the base main gate 
was the small but thriving village of 
Sembawang.  It had been built up and 
become prosperous through British and 
allied sailors.  Several bars with apt 
names - Nelson Bar, London Bar were 
sandwiched between shops and stalls 
where a wide array of goods could be 
purchased from tailor made clothing, hi-
Fi equipment, cameras, watches etc.  It 
was a world away from popping down to 
Bessie Eardleys or heath’s bakery at the 
bottom of mellard Street.  If you fancied 
an item the vendor would invite you 
to sit down, offer a drink or cigarette, 
show or demonstrate the item prior to 
haggling over the price.       

We spent 9 months away on this 
first trip, returning to UK via the cape 
of Good hope because the Suez canal 
had been shut since being littered with 
mines and war debris from the recent 
arab-Israeli war.  highlights of the trip 
were visits to hiroshima, Japan.  The 
first British warship to visit since the 
end of WWII.  The whole ship received 
outstanding hospitality from the local 
inhabitants and thousands queued to 
come onboard when the ship was open 
to visitors.  It was quite poignant visiting 
the Peace Park and adjacent museum 
to see the story of the a bombs 
devastation.  close by on the granite 
steps to a bank was a shadow of a 
person who had been vaporised by the 
intense heat.  It was quite a novelty for 
the Japanese to see someone with fair 
hair, and quite a few asked if they could 
touch mine!! 

On leaving Japan we then berthed in 
Simonstown Naval Base in South africa 
which is located only a short train ride 
from cape Town.   Such a beautiful 
country, spoiled by the apartheid 
regime.  The few coloured lads onboard 

could not come out with us.  Everything 
was totally segregated, separate train 
carriages, shops, bars, beaches etc.  In 
cape Town 
the black 
bar waiters 
had to 
scamper 
across the 
floor to 
collect our 
empty beer 
bottles and 
glasses 
because 
they were 
not allowed 
to stand 
over us, and the local white drinkers 
treated them shamefully.  It was a 
dangerous city at night, one might 
innocently walk into an area designated 
for coloureds and be mugged, which 
happened to a few of the ships crew.  
however, the cable car up to Table 
mountain and the view from the summit 
was breathtaking, as were the golden 
beaches close to 
town.  

Previously, we 
had crossed the 
equator on 9th 
may 1969 and in 
a time honoured 
ceremony ‘King 
Neptune’ visited 
the ship.  It was 
mandatory for 
first timers to be 
initiated which 
included drinking 
a foul concoction, 
getting covered in 
slimy gung and a 
serious ducking. 
Intrepid arrived in 
its UK homeport 
of Plymouth 
in late June 
for a period of 
maintenance 
and leave.  We 
all went home 
with gifts and 
souvenirs from 
the Far East.  

Included in 

the maintenance package was the 
installation of a large satellite dish - 
the first fitted on an rN ship and on 

sailing back to 
the Far East 
the following 
year we did 
trials with 
the recently 
launched 
SKYNET military 
satellite, 
achieving 
limited success.  

Little did 
we realise that 
this was the 
beginning of 

a communications revolution and the 
beginning of the  
end of morse code for radio links.

The picture above shows David on 
the left sharing a cold beer with crew 
mates at the amarda club in Singapore, 

We will continue with his story in our 
next issue where David tells of his tales 
as he travels the world.
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This time last year, local residents and 
keen cricketers were busy cleaning, 
painting and clearing snow from 
their Leycett road cricket ground, in 
preparation for their first season of 
weekend cricket in seven years. Now 
Scot hay cricket club is hoping to 
improve on last season’s successes. 

If you’d like to play for a local cricket 
team or volunteer your time to an 
important village resource, here’s your 
chance to get involved.

The club, founded on 20 april 1895 
by J W Brown, celebrates 120 years of 
cricket at Victory Field next year. 

J.W.Brown

although the side that played 
competitive cricket folded in 2006, local 
cricketers have been keen to see a 
Scot hay team representing the village 
re-emerge.

2013 saw Scot hay play 19 friendly 
fixtures and 2014 has a similarly packed 
schedule, beginning with a trip to hales 
and then their first home game of the 
year, hosting Leigh on 19 april. cricket 
Secretary Jamie cox said “I’d organised 
a few Twenty20 games before we 
started the team and we’ve tried to keep 
that fun but competitive spirit. 

I was really pleased that last season 
we attracted players with no experience 
of cricket as well as veterans of the 
game.  We’re always on the lookout for 
new players and we can promise them a 
warm welcome and regular cricket.”   

Winner of last season’s most 
Improved Player award, Tim Kirk said 
“after years of enjoying and watching 
cricket, this was an ideal opportunity 
to have a go. It’s been great playing 
with cricketers of all abilities and I can’t 
wait to get back in the nets for the new 
season!” 

Last October’s inaugural awards 
evening also saw recognition for some 
outstanding performances.  mike 
Booth’s dynamic 61 not out against 
audlem was the batting performance of 
the season. 

radio Stoke reporter Qasa alom 
visited the club for an interview last 
march but stayed to claim the bowling 
performance of the season with 5 for 
43 versus Blythe. Simon Evans has 
jetted off to a new life in Salt Lake city 
and his 40 average will be missed at the 
top of the order but Nalin Wadhwa will 
continue to bamboozle batsmen with his 
off-spin.

Team captain Saj ali acknowledges 
that it’s not just the on field heroics that 
have contributed to the club’s success: 
“We’ve had a lot of help and advice 
from the Staffordshire cricket Board 
and the Newcastle-under-Lyme Sports 
council has just helped us buy new nets 
so we can train at the ground. 

more than anything, though, it’s 
the people who give up their time that 
make it possible to put on a game: Dave 
rhodes who prepares the wicket, Tim 
and Jane Johnson who run the bar and 
prepare the teas and the committee that 
works hard to keep the club afloat.”

The success on the field, however, 
has been only part of the resurgence 
of the club.  regular quiz nights, a 

charity cricket match, a race night and 
karaoke and discos have complemented 
the popular Bonfire and halloween 
nights. “It’s great to see so many 
people enjoying themselves and making 
the most of this local amenity”, says 
chairman Phil hollins, “without this 
support we wouldn’t be able to keep the 
club open.”

“It’s important to remember that 
the club is here for local people,” he 
continues, “We have a large club-house 
and it’s available for private parties: 
birthdays, weddings and so on. 

We’re also keen to hear from anyone 
who’d like to use the facilities in the 
week, maybe for their diet club or a 
fitness class. 

We’re open to any suggestions!”  

Since the club was reformed, we have 
also been on the hunt for past history 
and information of the club and its 
former players.  a number of interesting 
items and photos have been unearthed.

One name that came up on a number 
of occasions was a Benny Griffiths!
If the current crop of players at Scot hay 
are in search of inspiration they need 
look no further than village resident 
and former Scot hay all-rounder, Ben 
Griffiths.  Ben had amassed 1000 
wickets at club level before being called 
upon to represent Staffordshire ccc 
in 1962.  That year he amazingly took 
100 wickets at an average of 5.2; his 
best figures being 6 for 44 off 17 overs 
versus Durham and 4 for 2 off 5 overs 
against Bedfordshire.

Despite being a formidable 
bowler Ben should also be 
acknowledged for his batting which 
he always did without batting gloves.                                    
In 1949 against ashcombe Park he 
scored 104 not out, scoring 100 runs 
in just 35 minutes.  his innings included 
15 sixes, one four, two twos and six 
singles.

119 not Out - scot hay cricket club back on track
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The photograph opposite shows Benny 
with former team members after 
becoming the 1953 champions of the 
North Staffordshire Junior B League.

The picture below was recently 
unearthed of a meeting in 1935 of 
former local Dr. riley and a group of 
local cricket enthusiastic people at a 
meeting on the Scot hay ground.
We would be happy if anyone had any 
information about either the meeting or 
any information about our club

If you’d like to get involved with Scot 
hay cricket club to play, volunteer or 
use the club-house, please call Jamie 
cox on 07845 250025 or e-mail 
scothaycc@gmail.com.  

You can also find them on Facebook 
or as @scothaycc on Twitter.

2014 Fixtures Scot hay cricket club
12/13 april hales                               a
20 april Leigh                                    h
4 may Stafford Strikers                       h
11 may Woore                                   a
18 may crewe                                   h
25 may Shugborough                         a
1 June Wootton                                  a
8 June radio Stoke                            h
15 June Sportsman                            h
22 June Leigh                                    a
28 June St. helens                             h
29 June St. helens                             h
6 July audlem                                    a
20 July Trent Vale                               h
27 July Wootton                                 h
august and Septembers fixtures can be 
found in the June issue of this mag.

Back row left to right: Umpire unknown, Bill Salt Sentinel reporter, arthur Bloor, ray 
rogerson, ray chell, Benny Griffiths, arthur rogerson.
Front row left to right: George Griffiths, Tommy Bloor, Jack Viggars, Jeff Lovell, 
Tommy Beardmore, roy Sinclair, Benny Griffiths Snr, Umpire unknown.

Local group meeting at the cricket club: Left to right:  r Platt, a cotton, a Bloor, a 
robertson, Joe Brown, Tom Bloor, George Brooks, Dr. riley.

AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR AND FRIENDS
Presents A Concert In St. James Church Audley

Saturday 29th March 2014

Pre Concert Canapes, Wine and Soft Drinks available 6.30pm
Concert starts 7.15pm

All proceeds to St. James Church Kitchen Fund
Tickets Price £5

Tickets available from St. James Parish Office, Choir Members or Brian & Annette Dodd
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Audley Male 
voice choir 2014
have you ever heard the phrase “well 
that’s as good as it gets”.  In taking this 
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy 
New Year it is hoped that each 
successive year is indeed better than the 
last.  To not improve or try to do better 
will inevitably result in that one individual, 
group or organisation going backwards 
into decline.                        

Well the audley male Voice choir has 
no intention of falling into this category 
and is looking forward to an exciting year 
ahead.  With the concerts and activities 
being planned it is an ideal time for 
all those budding men of audley  and 
surrounding districts to come and learn 
what singing can do for them. 

 Few could have avoided seeing or 
hearing about choir television personality 
Gareth malone during 2013.  here in 
North Staffordshire men and women 
have been inspired to form or perform 
in a choir but mainly women it has to be 
said.  Ordinary people who have been 
shown that they indeed have a voice 
and a talent which hitherto has lain 
undiscovered. 

In recent years the choir has attracted 
men from much wider afield so wake 
up you men of audley.  For as little as 
£2.40 a month you have the opportunity 
to discover an activity, a hobby, new 
friendships and much more.  To 
experience two hours relief each week 
away from those other stresses that your 
normal daily lives impose upon you.  It is 
amazing just how relaxed you become 
during a normal choir rehearsal night and 
those stresses fade into the background 
as you share the comradeship of those 
men around you.   

The choir keeps members subscription 
as low as possible.  You do not have to 
go to compare the meerkat.com just ask 
any wife, partner or friend who has joined 
the growing number of “community 
choirs” in the area to see how much they 
pay per week.  Take the initiative and 
give it a try, you will feel more relaxed, 
eventually breath better.  Experience the 
joy of achievement with the knowledge 
that you have joined an organisation with 
a long proud tradition in the community.  

a proud tradition of raising money 
to support many of the local charitable 
institutions such as the Douglas 
macmillan hospice amongst many, in 
addition to other organisations in the 
village that have benefited by the choir’s 
determination to be true to its  ethos 
of supporting the local community in 
addition to its core aim of advancing the 
enjoyment of music generally. 

For those men interested in coming 
to the choir a reminder no voice 
assessment or joining fee is required 
until you feel comfortable in making your 
own decision.  rest assured you will 
be welcomed like old friends.  Please 
note!  Generally the choir rehearse every 
Thursday evening 7.30 - 9.30pm in the 
hall to the rear of the audley methodist 
church on New road.  

 In 2014 the choir are looking forward 
to an excellent concert season and on 
the horizon, the recording of a new choir 
cD, the production of a DVD about the 
choir which promises to be an exciting 
adventure and the formation of plans to 
revisit the cornwall Festival of male Voice 
choirs in may 2015.  

New concert venues to experience and 
by the time this issue comes to fruition 
the choir will have taken part in a concert 
at clonter Opera Theatre in aid of “music 
in hospitals.”  a charity which provides 
therapeutic performances in hospitals, 
hospices, day care centres, special 
schools and nursing and residential 
homes. acclaimed soloists Eimear collins 
and Trystan Griffiths accompanied by 
the choir’s patron, Ingrid Surgenor, are 
there to support the choir in, to quote the 
Sentinel Newspaper “ a musical evening 
to lift the spirits.”

The choir’s 27th celebrity concert  

on Sunday april 6th commencing at 
7.30pm promises an evening of music 
to rival those that have gone before.  
Soloists are reisha adams (soprano), 
Stephen aviss ( tenor ) and adam 
marsden (baritone) all members of the 
Opera Studio.  The Studio is engaged 
by the UK’s leading Opera companies 
to provide individually designed high 
quality professional training for singers 
and repetiteurs who have the potential 
to become the leading artists of their 
generation. 

remember how many of our 
audiences in the past still relate to the 
appearances of Bryn Terfel, Dennis 
O’Neil and others with a warmth that said 
it was a privilege to have been there.

For the information of readers 
detailed below is current information of 
forthcoming events:

Feb 15th. clonter Opera, Nr congleton
mar 1st…St. marys church, alsager
april 6th …celebrity concert,  
Victoria hall                          
may 10th…Trinity church, Wragg  
St congleton
may 24th…Bollington music Festival
June 1st…cD recording at Victoria hall       
June 7th…Wolstanton methodist church  
Oct 19th …Brighouse & rastric  
Brass Band Victoria hall           

Tickets for any of these concerts are 
directly available from choir members or 
the musical Director Philip Broadhurst on 
01782 720568                                                                              

For those interested in the choir  
please feel free to visit our website at  
www.admvc.co.uk    

AuDLEY cOMMunITY nEWs32 fEATuREs



Operation christmas child
Audley christian viewpoint

christmas 2013 we sent a record
590 boxes of gifts

We also received donations of £371.84.
Once again, thank you to all the villages around the parish, all 
the local schools, the W.I, mothers Union, audley Scouts, for 
all the generous efforts to make this a record breaking year.

also, a huge thanks to the “Drop off points” throughout 
the parish which include the churches, Library, health 
centre and Schools etc.

can we make 2014 another record year?   
Barbara Jones.

high street halmer End
I`m sure that the people of the village will agree with my 
statement, that the B5367 road in high Street halmer End is 
in desperate need of resurfacing.

Its condition over the last few years continues to 
deteriorate.  The road is a series of repairs and resembles a 
patchwork quilt more than a service road for the residents 
and the pupils of Sir Thomas Boughey high School.

Sir Thomas Boughey high School has a tremendous 
reputation and is the first choice for many parents in the 
surrounding area, consequently the volume of traffic at those 
peak times  is exceptionally high, hence its poor condition.

One of my concerns is the number of children who cycle to 
school from alsager Bank and approach the school downhill, 
it’s a very fast road for a bike and hitting the uneven surfaces 
will no doubt sooner rather than later claim a casualty.

The council surely have a duty of care to maintain the road 
to a safe standard.

I`m sure that the reason is cash, it always is.  But if you 
lived in Knutton where a New college has been built,  the 
houses and the roads have been made to look very nice. 
Some have new gardens, walls and are very presentable for 
the college and students.  So what is wrong with halmer 
End, having the same facilities, even rye hills has had its 
footpaths re-laid which are as wide as the high Street. 

The school is recognised as a very prestigious place to be 
educated no less important that the swish new alma mata 
in Knutton.  Once again I think halmer End is neglected of 
recognition, it’s a great place to be with lots of walks to enjoy 
enticing more people to come into the countryside to enjoy 
the wildlife etc.
Even the minnie Pit is devoid of signs to tell folks where the 
memorial is.

If you have a Pc you can use fixmystreet.com look it up and 
complain !!

http://www.fixmystreet.com/ please use it, as this 
will then will let our councillors know how we feel.

mike Joynson.

Kirsty is blooming.
Kirsty maddock, is the 
new proprietor of the 
now refurbished Live, 
Laugh,Live Florists 
store, church Street audley.

after an extensive 
restructure of the inside of the 
store, Kirsty opened her doors 
in 2013.

Kirsty, who is a local girl, 
decided after her school 
education to enter into 
restaurant management.

During her management 
training she found her love of 
flowers and flower arranging 

and decided a career to become a florist would be her main 
aim in life.  Kirsty joined a part time Floristry course at the 
reaseheath college, followed by an extensive course run by 
the UK School of Floristery in Wimslow.

after the former proprietors ended their lease at the store, 
Kirsty approached her nan the shop owner, to see if she could 
take out the lease of the store.

her nan was delighted to see her granddaughter take her 
first steps in to business and arrangements where then made 
by her family to refurbish the shop, all work carried out by 
the family.  The transformation of the property has now been 
completed which now allows for displays of cards, christian 
Gifts, Bomb cosmetics and Balloons both Foil and Latex.

Live, Laugh, Love Florists would welcome your orders for 
flowers and arrangements for, Weddings, Funerals and just any 
special occasion.

Kirsty is always happy to be of help, why not call on 01782 
721830 or visit and see the transformation for yourself.
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G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN 

Seasonal Baskets, Bedding plants, 
Container plants, Perennials & Shrubs.

Free range eggs -   FOR SALE 
Tel 01782 624399

ALSAGERS BANK
SCOT HAY, HALMER END 

&
MILES GREEN VILLAGES

NEEDS YOU
Our village community Speedwatch Group has  been 

running for 18 months and now requires more 

volunteers.

If you can spare two or three hours per month and would  

like to assist our group in making our community a safer 

place- then please contact us for more information.

E-mail: janettebissell@sky.com

Telephone: 07786 558091

Parish of Audley Medieval Society
4th Medieval and Community Fair

Saturday 12th and Sunday 13th 2014
11-00am to 5-00pm

We are back again ThIS aPrIL 
2014 with our medieval and 
community Fair which is to be 
held on the audley millennium 
Green and in audley and District 
community centre, castle hill, 
Nantwich road, audley ST7 8Dh.

There will be loads to see 
and do including craft Stalls, 
homemade Stalls, re-enactors, 
Food and Drink, Wildlife, archery, 
Face Painting, medieval Surgeon, 
Torturer, Knights, Living history 

and Story Telling, all for your Fun and Entertainment.  
admission is FrEE. Programmes with a FrEE raffle draw 
will be available to purchase for £1.

We are really looking forward to this event and would 
welcome anyone who would like to help on the weekend, 
whether for a day or an hour, or even the whole weekend.  
any help is much appreciated.

For more information on this event or any of 
our other events please feel free to call Sandra on 

07782349524 or Dawn on 0792140599 or email us on 
parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk.

We look forward to hearing from you.

AuDLEY cOMMunITY nEWs34 WhATs gOIng On In OuR pARIsh

Parish of Audley Medieval Society

P.A.M.S. Bargain Basement
Table Top and Car Boot Sales.

Saturday 1st March 2014
Saturday 5th April 2014
Saturday 7th June 2014

refreshments available
held at audley community centre, castle hill, Nantwich 

road audley ST7 8hD
Stall holders set up 8 30am, Indoor table £7,

 Outdoor space £6
For further details and to book a table or space please 

contact Dawn on 07921450599

Audley Christian Viewpoint
and the local churches

invite you to an
Easter Extravaganza

On Easter Sunday april 19th
10am to 2pm

audley Library car Park
Easter is such a special time - so

come and join for lots of fun
packed activities for everyone.

Discover the real meaning of Easter.

C.A.R.A’S CARNIVAL WEEKEND
Saturday 12th July 2014 11am to 6pm
Sunday 13th July 2014 11am to 4pm
On Wereton road Playing Field, audley

Stoke on Trent, Staffs ST7 8hB
Join us on Saturday for our carnival Day and

Sunday for competition Day
For further details contact us via email at

childrenofaudley@yahoo.co.uk
Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.co.uk/cara audley

Further information in our next issue.



RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

williAm rilEy & soNs ltd.

sEEdsmEN - iroNmoNgErs - hArdwArE - 
AgriCulturAl & hortiCulturAl mErChANts

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. saturday 9am to 12.30.

mini/midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854

GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD

DRIVE DIG OFFNO
W

 AV
AILABLE

ROYAL OAK
Heathcote Road Miles Green

Monday & Tuesday 2pm - 11pm
Wednesday To saTurday 12pm - 11.30pm

sunday 12pm - 11pm

TeLePHone: 01782 911415
HeaTHCoTe road, MILes Green.

noW neW Menu!
Wednesday 

Curry CLuB 
pInT & CURRy 

£4.95

THURdsay 

GrILL nIGHT 
anyTHInG FROm THe GRILL and 

GeT FRee pInT

aLL sToKe GaMes 
sHoWn

5 CasK aLes 
Cask maRqUe aWaRd
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MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green will take care of it.  We can  

also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a  
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take  

care of your vehicle.

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

info.milesgreen@gmail.com  
www.milesgreengarage.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333

BEst vAluE loCAlly.

dAily PAPErs - mAgAziNEs - swEEts - 
ChoColAtE - housEhold NEEds

21 rAvENs lANE, BigNAll ENd.   tElEPhoNE 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a dvd for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
Need to send a fax or have  
something laminated? we are agents for 
DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

HORSLEYS

•	DIY GOODS &  
fREE DIY aDvICE

•	pET fOOD
•	fOOD RE-CYClE  

baGS NOW avaIlablE

lOGS,COal aND STICKS fOR SalE
bEDDING plaNTS & CONTaINER plaNTS

GaRDEN COmpOST & GRaSS SEED

At	Horsleys,	you’ll	find	just	about	
everything	you	could	possibly	need	all	under	
one roof.  Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even 

horse feed - the list goes on and on.  Basically everything 
apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.

Horticultural	&	Domestic	Hardware

fREE lOCal DElIvERY

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507


