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18th Century Map of the Parish of Audley 
Map shows how very little habitation there was at the time this 
map was recorded.  Looking around the village at the present time 
shows what a large increase we have had over the past 300 years.  



   Dear readers, 
                        I do hope you all enjoyed the last issue of the newsletter and from all the comments we have  

received, that appears to be the case.  I will continue to invite readers to participate, either by contributing information or if 
they wish to come along and help to produce the newsletter they would be most welcome.  Once again the news team would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to the last issue and for their kind donations which we gladly received..   
I still pinch myself when I see the results of the many hours I spend tucked away in my little room, clicking away on my 
computer keyboard, wondering how on earth I have managed to produce a newsletter, that has received  so many  
grateful comments from the community.   
I recently spoke to one of my former junior school teachers, who has read all the copies we have produced .  She said that 
when she saw my name as editor on the first issue, she doubted that it was in fact me who had produced the newsletter.  I  
contacted her and visited her home.  Her first reaction was to tell me that I was not very academic when I was at school , 
which I totally agree with.  I then explained that since I had finished working, I had been encouraged to attend adult 
learning classes.  These had included Maths, English and of course Computers.  These courses have given me confidence to 
take on the task of trying to get a community newsletter off the ground.  It was encouraging to hear her comments, and 
that she was waiting in anticipation for the future issues to be produced, as she had friends living elsewhere in the country 
who wished to receive a copy of the newsletter.  
My conclusion to her was that it is never too late to learn and that she had not wasted her lessons on me, as I must have 
taken some of the information in. I would  therefore encourage anyone to come along to see what it is like at these Adult 
Learning sessions, especially the computer and internet courses.  These are and will be advertised in future  issues  of the 
newsletters, or just contact:           
                                 SARAH BONAM  Project Officer  Everybody Online Tel: 01782 729249. —  Mob: 07764 936774  
Well that’s enough from me, I do hope it may encourage you to have a go, but most of all  enjoy the newsletter. 
See you next time :     Ernie   Editor.   

Quaint Picture From The Past 
 

This is a Photograph from the past can anyone recognise 
the view? This one may stump quite a few of you the view has 

changed slightly, you will find the answer on page. 27   

GODS LITTLE ACRE. 
 

 
For those who do not know where  

Gods Little Acre is - it can be found off 
Chapel Street Bignall End and is also 
known as The Methodist Cemetery. 
The upkeep of this cemetery has recently 
changed to the care of a person whose 
name I do not know.   Therefore I would  
like to take this opportunity to personally  
thank them for all the hard work they are  
putting in, at a place where many people 
come to reflect, pay respect and to  
remember their loved ones and friends. 
The cemetery looks lovely and is a credit 
to you. Please keep up the good work. 
 

A Bignall Ender. 

Can You Help 
 

I recently bumped into a resident from Halmer End, who was  
desperate to try to find any old photographs of the area down  
towards where the Minnie Pit was situated, especially photographs 
of the old cottages which were in and around that area.  We had a 
good chat about this subject and were of the same opinion.  We felt 
that there was a need to collect theses memories to preserve them for 
future generations, so that they could see what this area looked like 
many years ago.   We at the newsletter would like to print as many 
as possible in future issues.  I’m quite sure they would give great 
pleasure to many, if you would allow us to print them.  If you think 
you can help please contact the: Editor   

 Dear Editor, 
                    Just to say that I agree with the 
comments made last issue about the inconsiderate 
drivers of the village.  I came down through the 
village a few nights ago only to see, once again, a 
car parked smack up to the pedestrian crossing.  
This car was parked for quite a long period of 
time and to me it appeared to encourage others to 
park behind it.  I came past almost 1 hour later 
and it was still there.   When will it all  end?  
We do hope before someone gets hurt.  
A caring  considerate Driver who looks 
for parking, in the village   



Ref: Village Parking 
Dear editor, 
                                                  I write in support of Trevor, Bignall End (issue 3).  I agree entirely with his comments regarding 
the disgraceful parking in Audley, Church Street.  It is inconceivable that at some time in the near future 
there will not be a very serious accident, as a direct result of inconsiderate and illegal parking.  The lazy 
couldn’t care less attitude of a few drivers (more than there should be), is becoming a major problem 
because it is showing no sign of getting better.  It is quite clear that there are a number of drivers who 
either don’t know the law or just couldn’t care less and why should they you may ask?  Because there’s 
never anybody there to enforce the law to stop the lazy and ignorant idiots from parking in dangerous 
places (places that are clearly marked with yellow lines or zigzag lines).  Am I the only one that feels that if 
a policeman was to position him or herself in a place of visibility at appropriate times this in itself would be 
enough to deter the offenders and if that is not a deterrent enough then further action should be taken?  I’m 
not suggesting a permanent presence but a show of determination at key times to re-educate the constant 
offenders. 
My final point is in reference to the response by a member of Audley Parish Council (issue 3) – ‘Village 
Traffic’.  It might be true that the Parish Council had no input into where the pedestrian crossing was sited, 
but it is there and therefore it surely must fall into the Parish Council remit to see that it is used correctly or 
it is not abused, and further more instead of washing its hands of decisions that either are controversial or  
unpopular, it should be demanding, via its representatives, of the appropriate bodies that action is taken to 
enforce the laws and byelaws concerning illegal parking that surely falls under their remit. 
 

The safety of all the people who use Audley should be of paramount importance never mind prevaricating 
on who does what, COME ON DRIVERS GET A GRIP. 

Yours D.W Hardy 

 
Know Your Onions,   

 
When on a recent visit to one of the local Super Stores, my wife 
asked me to get a few onion’s so that she would be able to make 
lobby for tea.  As you know some of us men shoppers get the 
first thing we see.  So over to the vegetables I went and found 
that the store had three onions in one of those stringy bags  
pre-packed.  Thinking this was the best option I took a bag and 
popped it into the trolley.   When we arrived at home the wife 
went berserk as she found we had been charged £1. 65 for the 
three onions.  On the next visit to the store we made a beeline for 
the onion rack to find that if we had bought three loose onions 
they would have cost approximately 65 pence, they were also the 
same grade of onions and weight which  we had purchased the 
week before.  I therefore asked one of the staff to ask the  
manager why this was so.  He returned and said “the fact that 
they are packed, this was to cover the cost of the extra time taken 
in packing”.  I therefore pointed out to him that if I had bought 
the loose onions and taken them to the tills, one of his staff  
would have had to look on their till chart for information to find 
the coding,  then they would have had to weigh them, then place 
them into a ‘Free bag’.  Surely this would have taken longer 
than having them packed by a machine and cost less .  I do feel 
this is a total rip off  by these so call friendly Super Stores.  No 
doubt there are many tales of similar ‘Rip offs’ that have  
happened to many of you, therefore we would like to invite you 
to write into the newsletter and tell us about your rip off tales.  
We all know that these stores need to make a profit, but unless 
we are prepared to complain , they will continue to over price 
their goods.   
Please be careful not to Name and Shame the store as we can 
ill afford any legal action.              

 

Shopper from the Parish 

Audley road chaos! 
 
Dear Editor, 
                   I couldn’t help notice all of the  
letters in the Audley Community News about the 
atrocious parking in Church St Audley.  My wife 
and two children were almost hit whilst using the 
‘crossing’ on two occasions in just two weeks, one 
of the vehicles had to lock its brakes to stop.  I  
reported this to the local police and they promised 
to police this hazardous area more frequently.   
Unfortunately, some drivers are more concerned 
with not having to walk from one of many car 
parks, than in our safety.  I’m sure that if they 
could, they’d drive into the shops and down the 
aisles!  I am more concerned that an area of zigzag 
lines have recently been burned off, to permit  
legal, stupid parking.  I am informed that this has 
been done following repeated complaints by the 
Co-op store to the council.  If this is true, the so 
called caring-sharing Co-op seems more concerned 
with caring about  lost customers and sharing in 
road chaos. 
Ray Rutter     (User of either village car park - 
or own two legs)  

Phone call, 
Editor all we ask is that the village is a safe 
place to shop, nothing more and nothing less. 
Is it that the drivers who cause these  
problems think that their families will be  
immune to these problems?  Do they not  
realise that through their actions they only 
encourage others to break the law?   
OAP Audley. 



AUDLEY & DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 
Education in the Parish 

 

The school in The Drive in Alsagers Bank, founded by the Heathcote family of Apedale Hall, opened as a 
National School in 1839.  It was later enlarged and became a Council School and eventually a County  
Primary.  In the 1960’s its name was changed to Heathcote County Primary School and it is now The  
Richard Heathcote Community Primary School.  

 

The first school in Halmer End was built in 1849 on the corner of what is today High Street and Station 
Road.  It was enlarged in 1875 under the title of Halmer End National School, which in turn became  
Halmer End Council School in 1909.  In 1913 the school was rebuilt.  It became a Senior Council School in 
1929, a Senior Mixed School in 1938 and Halmer End Secondary Modern School in 1944.  The school was 
enlarged in 1966 and again in 1980, at which time it became the Sir Thomas Boughey High School, named 
after the original landowner.  The original building was retained as a school kitchen and dining hall until its 
demolition in the 1980’s.  
 

The first school in Ravens Lane opened in Old Road some time after 1810 in the original Wesleyan Chapel 
building, and was known as Audley Wesleyan Day School, administered by the chapel.  In 1909 it became 
Ravens Lane Council School following its purchase from the Wesleyans.  In the 1920’s new school  
buildings were erected at the rear of the old building, and the school was reorganised with a senior  
department.  The old building eventually became the school hall and dining room and was in use until 
shortly before its demolition in the 1980’s.  In 1938 the school became a mixed infants and junior, as a  
result of the seniors being transferred to Halmer End.  Its name of Ravens Lane was changed to 
Ravensmead around 1960 and it is now Ravensmead Community Primary School.  
 

The first school at Wood Lane opened in 1858 in what would later become Church Street.  A new school, 
Wood Lane Council School, was built in 1909 in Apedale Road, in two buildings, one for infants and the 
other for juniors and seniors.  In 1928 the seniors were transferred to Ravens Lane.  It is now Wood Lane 
Primary School.  
 

One other small school existed at Apedale, near to the hall, and was for the children of the estate workers.  
It opened in 1857.  The building, although much altered, still stands today as a private house.  
 

Many readers must have recollections of their schooldays at the main schools mentioned in the above and 
previous article.  So let’s hear from you, and you may be rewarded with a class reunion or contact from an 
old school friend.  We would also like to hear from you if you have any school class or group photographs 
which we could copy with your permission.  See opposite for a selection of photos already received by the 
editor. 
 

 The Coronation of William IV 
 

The coronation of King William IV and Queen Adelaide was celebrated in Audley in 1830 with an 
event in Audley Grammar School, which was situated on Church Bank in the corner of the 
churchyard.  The school was completely decked with flowers and hung in festoons.  At the head 
of the school, on one side was a “W”, on the other was an “A” and in the centre a crown, each  
composed of many varieties of flowers.  The morning was very wet.  The church bells were rung 
to announce the celebration and continued to ring almost continually throughout the day.  The 
poor of the parish were provided with meat and drink.  Two sheep were roasted on spare ground 
near to the church and at one o’clock a dinner of beef, mutton and plum pudding was provided in 
the school.  Toasts were proposed to the royal family and songs were sung.  The whole company 
then marched to the sheep roasting to join the other villagers gathered there and portions of 
sheep and ale were distributed to all.                                                       Clive Millington. 

Audley & District Family History Society 2004 
 

Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome  
Research 2-4 pm. on Wed. 5th. May  /  Wed. 2nd. June  /  Wed. 7th. July  
Research 7-9 pm. on Fri. 4th. June   
Talks 7.30-9 pm. on   Fri .7th. May  /  Fri. 2nd. July  

 

All enquiries Tel. 01782 720495                       



AUDLEY WESLEYAN INFANTS SCHOOL  

AUDLEY WOOD LANE COUNCIL SCHOOL CLASS 3  

AUDLEY SCHOOL CHURCH STREET  (Right hand side of photograph) 

Village schools 
 
Photographs of former pupils from the parish schools. 
 

Top picture is one of Audley school which would have 
been between the Library and the Doctors Surgery. 
This school was built in 1854. 
Middle photograph is one of Audley Wood Lane  
Council school class 3.  This is written on the card held 
by the school children in the photograph.  The school 
was built in 1909.   
 
Bottom one is of Audley Wesleyan Infants school, 
which is now Ravens Mead school.  The original 
school was inside the former chapel, which is no longer 
with us.   This school was built in 1810, it was called 
Audley Wesleyan up to 1909, therefore we can assume  
this picture was taken before that time.   
 
If you have any information about the photographs 
contained in this article, which will help to identify 
the years in which they were taken, please contact the 
Editor.      



WERETON 1945 
 

Street party held in Wereton 
Road, Audley in 1945 to  
celebrate the end of  
World War 2. There must 
still be many of the children 
seen on the photograph  
living in and around the  
Parish.  It would be nice to 
find out who they all are and 
what became of them.  I have 
been informed that John 
Inks, Doris Fox and Cynthia 
Mayer are on the photo.  
How many can you  
recognise?   
They have hardly changed!! 

AUDLEY PARISH VE DAY CELEBRATIONS 1945 

HILL TERRACE  HALL STREET AUDLEY  
Entertainment and Street Party to celebrate the end of World War 2 1945 Hill Terrace. 

AUDLEY 1945 
 

View of the village people 
who are out celebrating  the 
end of World War 2,  
showing a band parading 
through the main street of 
the  village and children 
waving flags in celebration.  
Also you can see families 
out with their children,  
relaxing after a very nervous 
time not knowing what was 
going to happen.  I often   
wonder what it must have 
been like to live in the  
parish during the War.        



HOME MADE 
(Fresh Tomato Soup With Basil) 

 
              Ingredients  

 

1½ lb ripe tomatoes (700g), quartered (leave skins on) 
1 medium onion, chopped up into small pieces  
1 medium potato, chopped up into small pieces 
1½ tablespoons olive oil (preferably good quality) 
10 fl oz beef stock (275 ml)  
1 clove garlic, crushed 
2 teaspoons chopped fresh basil 
Salt and freshly milled black pepper 
A pinch of chilli powder 
 
First gently heat the olive oil in a thick saucepan, add the onion 
and potato, soften them slowly without browning.  This will take 
10-15 minutes.   
Now add the tomatoes, stir well and let them cook for a  
minute.  Pour the stock over the tomatoes, stir, season with salt 
and pepper then add the garlic.  Cover the saucepan and allow to 
simmer for 25 minutes, you then add the chilli powder and stir into 
the mixture. 
When the soup is ready, pass the whole lot through a sieve to 
extract the skins and pips.  Taste to check the seasoning, add the 
basil, then reheat and serve with crusty French bread.  If the 
weather is hot , you will find this soup is just as delicious served 
ice-cold. 
 
Note: If you don’t have fresh basil use a teaspoon of dried, by 
adding it at the same time as the tomatoes. 
 

A cheap quick starter or midday snack. 
 

TOP CHEF  

 
Kitchen tips. 

 

      
Eggs Storage. 
Always store eggs with the pointed end facing  
downwards.  To keep them fresh for up to three 
weeks, leave them in the egg box and place them 
on the lowest shelf in the refrigerator. 
Fresh eggs. 
To test eggs for freshness, place them into a deep 
bowl of cold water .  If they float to the 
top ,throw them away.  If they tip to one side use 
them quickly.  Only if they lie on their side will 
you know they are fresh. 
Cooking Vegetables. 
If you have fresh peas that are still in their pods, 
do not shell them.  By cooking them in their 
shells will help to keep more of their flavour in.  
You will know when they are cooked - the pods 
will open and float to the surface. 
Cauliflower. 
When cooking cauliflower, add a little milk to  
the cooking water.  This will keep the florets  
white. 
Mashed Potatoes.  
If you have over cooked your potatoes and  
your mash is soggy, add a little powdered milk to 
make them fluffy. 
Chicken. 
Crispy skin on your chicken can be obtained  
if you rub a little vodka over the skin before  
roasting. 
Fish. 
To keep your fillets of fish moist and prevent 
them from sticking to the baking tray when  
baking, place the fillets of fish on lettuce  
leaves when cooking.  
 

More next time: 

 
Kevin smith 

Your local 
friendly Dairyman 

 

Fresh milk 
Delivered daily 

 

Also available 
Pops & juice 

For information Tel: 07967 649285 

Fresh 
Cream 

To order 

I over heard a man ordering his food in a local restaurant 
last week, he asked the waiter ‘Excuse me waiter, can I have 
some cold chips, some gooey cold beans, a fried egg coated in 
greasy fat and a cup of cold tea please?’ 
‘I’m sorry , sir, but we don’t serve food like that in this  
restaurant’  
‘Why not?  That’s what you served me the last time I came’ 

Need Extra 
Cash? 

 

Londis Convenience Store 
 

21 Ravens Lane 
Bignall End, Near Audley 

 

Part/Full Time Staff 
 

Pay £4.50/hr.— £6.00/hr 
Dependent upon age  

& Experience 
 

You must be over 18 yrs of age 
 

Phone : 01782 729113 



(OWD HAMMEREND) 
 

Theyn bin diggin holes at Hommerend 
Sin sixteyn ought dot 
Lung afore Podmore Awe 
Heeswood and awe that lot 
 

It aw started with a chap cawed Stuubs 
Hey built his hise wi treys 
Hey didna naid em for pit props 
Hey used fresh air for theyes 
 

Many a lad was plundered 
Life and limb won lost 
Bill Piggot threy hundet year agoo 
They reckon hey was fost 
 

Nigel Gresley made his cut 
Apedale was his spot 
Hey sunk his pits at Hommerend 
Podmre Awe Heeswood and awe that lot 
 

His name still lives at top oth Bonk 
Across a pub stood theer 
Whael lads whod slaved to make his sum 
Wan names to dissappear 
 

The Midland Company leed their reels 
Through woods fylds and brook 
Waels wan soon to wend theis way 
Past cow stall and stook 
 

Folks came from miles around 
To work the deep dark pot 
At Podmore Awe Heeswood 
And aw that lot 
 

They made their homes and faythered young 
To meet the future need 
Sent em to the deep black holes 
To sate their masters greed 
 

Made new path across the feylds 
Scuffed bare with clog and tip 
To swing the pick and slew the spade 
Grapple with chain and clip 
 

Box and rake - peggy small 
Winch and jinny they did it all 
Such few tools it mattered not 
For the lads at Podmore Aw 
Heeswood and awe that lot 
 

Life was hard - sweat was cheap 
When the butties had finished 
It left little to keep 
 

Bread and Scrat - soakees and pobs 
Just a few jars with any odd bobs 
Linnets and pidgeons a whippet in th pub 
Owd mother left with dolly and tub 
 

Scubbin and ringin – hands full o cramp 
Hearth strewn with delf rags 
Awe smelly and damp 
Snappin to get floor awe a swim 
Awe for the love of her Hommerend Jim 
 

Hommerend Jim was queent little chap 
Pipe and tash, clogs and flat cap 
With his rommin bag and power can 
Pick blades on a ring 
Pit drawers folded on his strap 
His trysers hitched with string 

 
Snappin in a spotted rag 
Tied roughly with a knot 
Hey walked the cruts and climbed the dips 
At Pomore Awe Heeswood and awe that lot 
 

A spark and a flash confirmed all their fears 
The dread they had lived with  
For many lung years 
The news that soon follered 
Caused the village such pain 
Seven score and more 
Never saw deelight again 
 

Women wan widdered childer no dads 
Uncles and brothers – many just lads 
 

They struggled and fought 
In that smoke ridden delf 
To save what was left 
On that January twelth 
 

Hymns wan sung prayers wan said 
Chapels wan full of the fire blackened dead 
Very few hises had curtains undrawn 
Hidin peen and sorrer of that setdee morn 
 

The pit had to close folk upt and went 
To Durham and Yorkshire families wan rent 
 

Times changed thee didna want th coal 
Hundets good lads  wan thrown on th Dole 
 

Yedsticks broard and chimneys tall 
Ingine rooms powder mags awe had to fall 
Betty’s and Jacky’s Hole awe were to go 
Along with the craft and owd Reeling Row 
 

Wicks turned to months.  They grew to years 
Brocken hearts healed eyes dried of tears 
 
As time rolled by mothers hearts filled with hope 
Never again would their young lads swing the rope 
Never again would they grovel to a master 
Whos legacy that terrible Minnie Pit Disaster  
 

Those of us who’s roots lie there 
Among the grey pit dirt 
Have memories of a childhood 
Spent surrounded by hurt 
 

Weve moved away and reared our broods 
Far from the hooters call 
Grandsons of ours will never know 
The shawd rucks of Podmore Hall   

Nar they are tidyin up the place 
Some grass some treys a park 
What ever would the lad a thought 
Whod struggled in the dark 
 

Ar wonder if tomurrers men 
Wun care or give a jot 
For the lads that went before em 
At Podmore Awe Heeswood  
And awe that lot 
 

I do hope you enjoyed this fine tribute to that very sad  
Minnie Mining  Disaster on the 12th January 1918.  There has been a lot of 
deep thought put into this text and it also shows that the Villages around the 
Parish had their own  
Language.  Written in our native language.      
 

Written by. PERCY WEST 



 
THINGS I WISH I’D KNOWN  

SOONER 
 

In issue 2 of the newsletter we received an email from  
Barbara Jones telling of her thoughts over the past 30 odd 
years since she and husband Ken became Christians.  As I 
looked through the email I felt there was a need to use this  
information for two issues of the newsletter.  Reading through 
the passages you can tell how long she has thought about her 
Christian beliefs.  Here below you will find the final part of 
Barbara’s  thoughts: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….   
 

I thought the Bible was just a collection of books written 
over many years by ordinary men… 
I didn’t know that God had inspired it with me in mind, 
to show me how much he loves me-as a kind of works  
manual to show us all the Best way to live-if we’re smart. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought trying to be like Jesus was just too hard….. 
I didn’t know Jesus gives His people a unique power 
source-called the Holy Spirit to help them live the Jesus 
Way. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

I thought that the Holy Spirit was a kind of friendly ghost. 
I didn’t know that he’s the Helper / the Comforter / and 
the Power Source of those who choose Jesus as their  
Saviour. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought the devil and hell and all that was just put out by 
churches to frighten folks… I didn’t know that in the New 
Testament, Jesus speaks more about the reality of hell than 
heaven itself. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought fortune telling and horoscopes and Hallo ’een 
was O.K. to do… 
I didn’t know that God strictly forbids dabbling with the 
occult in any way, because it will harm us. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought there was all the time in the world to decide 
about religious things…. I didn’t know that we all come to  
a cross road moment when Jesus taps us on the shoulder 
and says to each one personally- “Who do you say I am?” 
    
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought I had to carry all the mistakes I’d made in my life 
around with me forever…. 
I didn’t know I just needed to take them to Jesus. 
I didn’t know He could give me a fresh, clean start.  
…………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 

THERE WAS SO MUCH I DIDN’T KNOW 
 

BUT I’M SO GLAD I KNOW IT NOW 
 

Best wishes Barbara Jones   
 

We all have are own thoughts,  we hope  these may spur 
you on to write your own.  If you have any thoughts please 
do not  hesitate to send  them in  for publication in the  
future issues.   

Please contact the Editor ACN 

Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
When caring & understanding is most needed  

Gardening tips 
 

HOUSE PLANTS 
Excessive watering of house plants is just as 
lethal as under watering.      

It’s best to water house plants with rain water 
if possible.  If you have to use tap water, let it 
stand for a couple of day to get to room  
temperature.  
 

To give your plants a treat , if you  boil some 
Potatoes or Pasta for tea., save the water you 
have used, let it cool, then water your plants 
with it, starch in the water is a great nutrient 
for plants. 
 

A cheap way to water those hanging baskets 
or containers, if you are away for a few days, 
is to use clean empty washing up liquid 
containers.  Fill with water, replace the top 
and invert them into the compost.  The slow 
constant dripping will keep most plants 
happy. 
 

If you have window boxes or containers, 
don’t forget to feed them, as watering is not  
sufficient to maintain a healthy plant. 
 

Don’t forget that cold tea, milk leftovers, beer 
and wine dregs can be a cheap treat for your 
plants and a source of food for your plants. 
 
 

We would welcome any of your tips, which 
would help us to be  successful gardeners. 
Either for house plants or gardening tips   
Send them to the Editor. ACN         



 
 

Quality Styling By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 6 days per week  

 

Mon. Tue. Wed.  9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am -  7.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat  9.30 am - 4.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane 
Bignall End S-O-T 

Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 5.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 4.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 3.20 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 3.50 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 6.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.30  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

Past Events From The Parish 
A DAY OUT AT THE RACES 150 YEARS AGO 

AUDLEY’S  KENT HILLS RACES  
 

The first meeting of these recently established races came off on Friday last on an eligible piece of ground 
called “Kent Hills”, adjoining the village, kindly placed at the disposal of the committee by Mr Booth.  
Notwithstanding the short notice of the meeting there was a numerous attendance of people. 
The sports commenced with a handicap hurdle race, heats over three hurdles.  Four horses started for this 
stake, which was cleverly won in two heats by Mr Ginder’s horse, the animal clearing the hurdles, topped 
with gorse, in excellent style. 
The match race, in which two started, was won by Mr Coclough’s horse.  The third stake was for beaten 
horses.  Four ran and the stake was won by Mr William Goodall’s horse. The sport was said to be  
excellent and at the conclusion an ordinary was held at the Boughey Arms Inn. 

Staffordshire Advertiser 19th August 1854 
 

This information was kindly donated by Mr John Taylor of  Audley, who has been researching documents 
from the Audley History Society, who were pleased to allow us to publish it.  

If there is any one out their with these kind of documents or information, who would 
allow us to use them please contact the Editor ACN. 

Children In “Need” 
 

We all know that our local kids have needs, something to do, somewhere to play, just to keep them all occupied is a 
task.  Therefore a group of parents have formed a committee, to try and find appropriate facilities for their children's  
entertainment.  They have called themselves The Children of Audley Residents Association and their first task was 
to approach the local authorities to try and sort out the playing field which is situated in Wereton Road.  They have  
enquired about the possibility of local funding, to renovate the play areas and other projects.  Here is the opportunity  
for anyone who wishes to come along to give their support and help to provide the much needed facilities for these  
children   Further details contact : Tel: Secretary Caroline Moss 01782/723495 or Theresa 07867757842                  



Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
For all Breeds 

Bathed – Clipped – Nail Etc. 
 

Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  

(Can you Adam and Eve it) 
 
 

A man in America was awarded £7,970 after a 
neighbours dog bit his backside.  His award was reduced 
because the jury felt that he’d provoked the dog by 
shooting at it with a pellet gun. 
 
A woman was awarded £470,000 from a store in  
America when she tripped over an unruly child in the 
store and broke an ankle.  The child was her own.  
 

A convicted bank robber broke his leg scaling a 40 ft 
wall trying to escape from a prison in America.  Because 
the prison had not warned him that climbing walls was  
dangerous he was awarded £12,000. 
 

A restaurant in America was order to pay £62,400 to a  
customer because she slipped on some soft drink that lay 
on the floor and broke her coccyx.  The drink was on the 
floor because she had thrown it at her boyfriend. 

 
Audley Health Centre 

Opening Times 
 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

           Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

              Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  721345 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782)  720201) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

Pharmacy’s Retirement   
Beryl Griffiths 

 
Early April this year we lost, through retirement, a lovely 
person who we had seen for many years,  
handing out pills and potions, to relieve all those aches and 
pain we have during our life time.  There was always a 
word, or a smile, nothing was too much trouble for her to 
help you with, regarded, as they say, as part of the furniture 
at the Co-op chemist. I received a letter from Beryl asking 
to pass on her thanks, the letter goes as the following; 
Dear Ernie, 
                  I would like to say a very heartfelt thank you for 
all the kind thoughts, comments and cards I received from 
the Audley Pharmacy. 
After so long I have made many friends , but was surprised 
and flattered by all the thought from staff and customers, 
that went to make my last day at work so memorable and 
such a pleasure. 

Once again many thanks 
Beryl 

Beryl you will be sadly missed by all the people who know 
you and no doubt sadly missed by customers. 
 
           

Household Tips. 
VINYL FLOOR  
To remove those scuff mark from your vinyl floor 
covering, take a pencil rubber and rub the area to  
remove the mark.  If this is not successful, apply a  
little toothpaste to a dry cloth and firmly rub the area. 
Finally if that has not removed the mark completely, 
dab a little turpentine onto a soft cloth and gently rub 
out the mark. 
To remove burns or scorch marks from vinyl floor 
covering, take a piece of fine abrasive paper and rub  
gently until the mark has disappeared.  If this leaves 
you with a small indentation or scratch, you can fill 
this in with clear nail varnish, apply thin coats and let 
dry between coats. 
WOODEN FLOORS 
Scratches on wooden floors can be covered if you 
take a some fine steel wool and rub only the area that 
is in need of repair.  Avoid extending the area if  
possible.  Then take some brown boot polish, mix 
with some floor wax and rub well in to blend with the 
surrounding area.   
MOVING FURNITURE 
To avoid scratching wooden or vinyl floor covering 
when moving furniture, either place an old carpet  
under the legs of the furniture, then pull the furniture 
into position , or place and tape old socks onto the 
legs of the furniture before repositioning.  



 
77th Audley & District Scouts 

 

Wereton Road Audley 
 
 

In our resent issue of the newsletter we made an appeal for information regarding the Audley Scouts.  
We have received the following information from Mr Jack Warham, who now lives in Bournemouth, of 
his recollection of how the Scouting movement was formed in the Audley Parish.  The information 
will be found on the following two pages.  Not only will it be of interest to the Scouting members of 
the Parish but it also gives you a little of the insight into village life during the early parts of  1900.  
 

SCOUTS INFORMATION FROM Mr Jack Warham. 
 

I am writing in answer to your request for information on the History of the Scouts in Audley. 
I am not to sure your information that the Audley Scouts were formed in 1912 is correct.  The first 
officially registered Scouts Group was in 1928 and was registered by the District scouts Association for 
Stoke on Trent. They were  designated the “1st AUDLEY SCOUTS GROUP” and their shoulder flashes 
written in old English lettering were also issued at this time. 
The District Scouts Association Headquarters were situated in Liverpool Road Stoke and the District 
Commissioner at the time was a Mr C Marshall Amor.  Mr Marshall’s  office was above the Scouts Shop 
in Liverpool Road Stoke. 
The 1st Audley Scouts Group was initially led by a Mr Austin who was headmaster at the Ravens Lane 
Senior School.  Mr Austin led the troop for approximately six months but later found that he could not 
devote the necessary time and attention his position required, as it was conflicting with other extra 
curricular school activities. 
Mr Austin handed over the responsibilities to a Mr Arthur Harvey who came to live in Audley as the 
newly appointed “Relieving Officer” for the Audley Parish.  His job was to investigate hardship among 
the parish population and arrange public financial support to needy families.  Mr Harvey was a very 
caring and compassionate man; he became a much respected and very well liked person.  Mr Harvey 
had vast experience in scouting matters having also been a Group Scoutmaster in the small town of 
Cheadle. 
The scouts meetings were held every Wednesday evening between 7pm and 9pm.  Mr Harvey organised 
the troop into five patrols of six.  Over a very short period of time the membership grew as the Group 
gained in popularity throughout the district. The activities centred around observing, also learning to 
apply the Scout Laws and Scout crafts in accordance with the Scouting manual “Scouting for Boys”. 
The Morse code and semaphore using flags were learned as a means of communication when on  
outdoor activities, such as weekend camps and hiking expeditions.  The local favourite spot for  
week-end camp was at the time Mill Dale near Barthomley. 
In the 1930’s the troop grew in numbers to such an extent that older scouts in their teens were 
formed into a “Rover” section and then the two sections were consolidated into a Group. 
Mr Harvey was the overall Group Scoutmaster when the two sections were required to go to official 
parades.  He also supervised the Rover section of adult scouts.  Mr Harvey sadly died at the early age 
of 47. 
The Scout troop section was led by a separate Scoutmaster who happened to be my elder brother  
Arthur Warham.  He became Group Scoutmaster on the death of Mr Harvey in 1937. 
Myself also my two elder brothers Charlie and Harold were founder members of the Group.  
Evenings in the Scout room which were first held in the St James’ Church Hall, then in a more  
permanent building in the former Church Hall in the vicarage grounds.  We would be given lessons in 
First Aid by the local Police Constable, then by a member of the St. Johns Ambulance brigade. 
In 1933-34 the Wolf Cub Pack was formed and its first leader (AKEL) was a Miss Anna Brassington who 
was a teacher at the Audley Junior School (where the present library is now).  She became a most  
successful leader despite having no previous knowledge of the movement.  Miss Brassington was the 
daughter of a well-known farming family in the district. 
In about 1934, there was established a Girl Guide Company in the parish.  I have little knowledge of its 
history, but my sister-in-law (Brother Harolds widow) who now lives in Looe Cornwal, was a member 
from its beginning and she may have some information which may be of use.  She herself joined the 
women’s army (ATS) known as Auxiliary Territorial Service and was conscripted to serve along side  
soldiers at Anti-Aircraft Gun sites in various parts of the UK during 1939-1945.  
                                                                                                                                         continued: 



Cont: The Group also acquired two sets of hand bells and when we had mastered the art of ringing we then 
gave performances at Christmas time with local carol singing at various areas in the village.  We also gave 
performances at local concerts in order to raise funds for charity and Scout Group needs.  These concerts 
would be held in the Audley Market Hall at the corner of Church Street and Nantwich Road. 
During the years of 1931 to 1938 we acquired 2 Bell tents 9 large) 2 Smaller ridge tents for food storage 
and 1 set of canvas latrine screens.  We also constructed items from our own resources which included a 
trek cart to carry all our camping gear.  This was used to transport our equipment to nearby week-end 
camp sites in such areas as Mill Dale, Brockwood Hills, Betley and Wrinehill.  This is where many kind 
hearted farmers, gave us their permission to use their fields. We also gave gymnastic displays in nearby 
fields including pyramid standing and forward roll leapfrogging over six bodies kneeling in a row. 
The group formed a bugle band complete with six bugles, six side kettle drums and one big bass drum.  The 
instruments were used on many of our parades and also the “Freedom of the village” parades throughout 
the village.  The troop flag was consecrated at the first church parade after formation at St James’ 
Church. 
In the years of 1933-35 the Group was asked to supply volunteers to take part in the “Scout Gang Show” in 
Hanley arranged and conducted by the RMPH Reader.   
In June of 1935 the Group were asked to guard a bonfire beacon which was being prepared to celebrate 
the silver jubilee of King George V.  This beacon was erected in a field at Scot Hay, as this was the highest 
vantage point in the district.  The Group made camp for several days before the celebration date of the 3rd 
June 1935.  
The annual 7 to 10 day holiday camp was arranged well in advance at venues such as Churnett Valley and 
Dove Dale.  The Group also went further a field venturing into North Wales to a place called Llysfon near 
to Llanfairfechan.  We travelled to Wales by train, which we caught at Alsager station, loading the trek 
cart into the rear luggage van complete with all our camping gear. 
On many occasions we camped at Kibblestone, this was a permanent scout’s camp site for the Stoke-on-
Trent district.  The site had been donated by a wealthy benefactor who took great interest in the scouting 
movement.  His name was Mr Ronald Copeland who had many business interests, particularly in the pottery 
industry.  Mr Copeland was the chairman of the board of directors of the ‘Spode China Factory’ in Stoke, 
when it was called M.T.Copeland and Sons Ltd. 
The activities we undertook were somewhat varied as the weather dictated outdoor events.  Exercises in 
Hiking, Tracking, Map Reading, Cooking and other self reliant ideas were arranged. 
Two of our senior “Rovers” scouts went to achieve career distinctions when they left the Group.  Mr Alfred 
Williams one of our members who left, took up a position with the local authority in the Lake District.  He 
later specialised in Hill Walking and has written several books on the subject.  You may find some copies of 
these books in the local library. 
Another member to achieve distinction was J.T (Jack) Stubbs, who was our troop leader before leaving to 
join the army as a signaller in the Royal Corps of Signals.  He was a very keen ambitious scout, a very quick 
learner of all scouting activities.  He was exceptional at the Morse code and the Semaphore signalling.  
This of course held him in good stead for his life during his Army career.  I met him again during World War 
II in Egypt at El Alamein in 1942;   He was then a Captain and eventually retired as a Lt Colonel, sadly, 
along with many of his contempories he is no longer with us. 
During the 1939-45 war years most Group members of working age were either conscripted into the Armed 
Forces, or went away to work in reserved occupations.  This meant that they  were on shift work at their 
demanding duties, so that they could not devote their time to scouting matters.  Luckily the troop  
continued to exist although a much reduced number and the Group was kept going by a man called Bill 
Brown, who used to live in Nantwich Road.  He acted as Group Leader until he died most prematurely 
through ill-heath. After his death the Group had a new leader as my brother Arthur then took over the  
position of Group Mastership.  With his help they continued to re-build the Group with new a generation of 
members.  Meetings were held in new buildings which were near to the old council offices.   
Arthur was instrumental in the fund raising in order for the Scouts to purchase the disused building vacated 
by the Salvation Army (The Old Citadel).  This then became the final permanent Group Headquarters of the 
Audley Scouts.  Then in Arthur’s memory it was named “The Warham Institute” 
We then acquired six sets of soft padded (not leather) boxing gloves, these were used to promote the art 
of self defence.  We were then instructed in the technique of proper boxing, not street brawling.  Reasons 
given for the instruction were so that we could assist anyone who was being assaulted in the streets and 
also to help other scouts who may have got into confrontations.  
When I left the village in 1957 to follow my career in the Government Service, my brother Arthur was still 
then the leader of the Scouts at that time.                                Best wishes  Jack Warham. 
 



Just a smile 
 

Little Sam was sitting day dreaming in class when a 
roar was heard! ‘Sam, Sam, sitting their  all day  
dreaming, will get you no where, why is it every 
thing you do you get wrong?  What on earth are you 
going to do when you leave school’?  Sam replies 
‘Well, sir! I’m going to be a TV weatherman’  
 

Teacher asks his class  ‘Is there any one in class who 
knows where the Declaration of Independence 
was signed?’  Liam, not a very clever lad, stuck up 
his hand and replied!  “Would that have been at the  
bottom sir”. 
  

Sitting have lunch in a restaurant, I over heard a  
customer complain to the waiter.  ‘What's this stuff 
in this bowl’?  Waiter replies ‘It’s bean soup sir”! 
Customer “Never mind what it has been - what the 
hell is it now’? 
 

Patient being examined by Doctor:  ‘Mr Smith 
what’s this strange growth on your neck?’  (Pause) 
‘Sorry that’s your head.’ 
 

Young 18 year old man, asks from behind the 
screen:  ‘I’ve taken all my clothes off, matron.  
Where shall I put them?’ 
Matron replies: ‘ Oh just pop them on top of mine.’  

Danny (My Friend) 
 

A child he is a friend of mine 
Someone so small, someone so fine 

I pray each day just as I wake 
And think of him as each day breaks 

The world’s so cruel in him I see 
I see faith and hope and charity 

It moves me so, I do so care 
For the child just lying there 

His smile to me he gives so free 
He holds my hand the life I feel 

Can this be true? Can this be real? 
He tries so hard the friend of mine 
He smiles he laughs life’s so unkind 
I know that God looks down on him 
Please keep him safe, not just for me 

For all his friends and family 
He’s my  friend Danny, true friend to me Danny. 

 

David Moulton 
My tribute to a sick boy and friend. 

Local Celebrations 
 

A group of local mother’s and their children celebrate 
Diana and Charles wedding at the Swan Public House, in 
Bignall End year 1981.  Dads must have been boozing!! 

OSTEOPATHS 
 

If it hurts when you move, 
call an Osteopath. 

 

KENDALL CHEW Bsc (ost) Hons 
KIRSTEN NOTTROT  (DO) 

 

 BUSINESS CENTRE 
RADWAY GREEN ALSAGER 

01270 875020 
 

For treatments of: 
Work & Sports related injury, 

Including accident. 
Sciatica, Neck, Back & Limb Pain. 
Arthritis.  Whiplash.  Headaches. 

 

Easy access to your local 
Osteopathic practice. 

 

OPEN 6 Days a week. 
Tel: 01270  875020 

www.osteopathyworks.co.uk 

(Ring Your Bell) 
 

Why not bring music to the village?  Audley bell  
ringers are looking for volunteers to join their group, 
to continue the tradition of Bell Ringing that we hear in 
and around the Parish.  They are prepared to instruct 
you in the art, so come on let’s have you out there! 
Information from: Reg Proctor on 01782 534024 

 PEAPODS ISSUE 3  TRIVIA WINNER 
 

(V DOWNES) VERNON AVENUE AUDLEY 
 

Who will receive a Bouquet of Flowers from Peapods 
Congratulations  



 
WIZARD OF RHYME 

 

 
Amidst the peaks that stand so grand 
In the highlands of a treasured land 

My eyes look to scan the skies 
For here the ‘Golden Eagle’ flies. 

 

Away from roads beyond the moor 
This bird of prey will often soar. 

His kingdom’s vast wild and remote 
Surveyed from thermals wings afloat. 

 

In blustery wind through watering eyes 
I search in vain, heave heavy sighs 

For not today try as I might 
Am I to view its wondrous sight. 

 

Instead myself I do console 
An ‘Osprey’s’ nest becomes my goal 

And at loch side hide with hope afresh 
I gaze upon a fir tree crèche. 

 

Three chicks with Mum  are plainly seen 
They gorge on fish and feathers preen 

Or wings outstretched as if to fly 
Bring Pleasure to my ‘Town’ man’s eye. 

 

This gift of nature makes my day 
God willing soon I hope I may 

Come back to this marvellous place 
Share their treasures with the ‘Scottish race’ 

 

Habitats in the wild and free 
Life in the raw that I love to see. 

Crystal clear waters or mountain crag 
Otters and Salmon, or mighty Stag. 

 

All will bay my quick return 
If only to see the heather or burn 

When happy again with bins in hand 
I’ll search the skies of this treasured land. 

 

Derrick Bate 

      
 ‘THE OLD MAN AND THE ROBIN’ 

 

Impaled in solid earth of once nurtured garden bed 
Stands the old-worn spade worms used to dread.  
Companion there of honour the fork well rusty tined 
Slopes out just a little the handle briar entwined. 
 

The brave friendly robin waits with constant tilt of head, 
Perched there on that handle his chest breasted red. 
Remembering days gone by in the hands of the old man, 
The spade searched through soil like gold sifting in a pan. 
 

Then the old man with rare gift and ever ageless eye 
Conversed in whispers so silent that would not disturb a fly. 
Fearless the robin waited rhythmed by spade overturning earth 
Disturbing grubs and dancing worms wriggling to merit worth. 
 

Tired the old man motioned hand towards fraying jacket flap. 
Silver white hair, thick and strong, hid beneath his chequered cap. 
He rested on old slatted box, making stool for weary limb, 
Tasting mouth held pipe, with match alight, pleasure gave to him. 
 

The robin selected from gifted menu, delicate tastes to thrive. 
Each swallowed morsel, each jewelled gift, savoured still alive. 
Endless journeys, returning from nest to merit earned degree, 
Finally in understanding, he would settle on the old man’s knee. 
 

Unstirring the man with gentle smile, given to unstrained squint 
Passed away the moments, slumber moods as sunbeams glint 
The two bonded by welded charm in gold edged gifted gain 
Shared trusted special times with no reason to explain. 
 

Sunny days, rainy days, days mixed, of cloud and drizzle, 
Long days, short days, days, heat caused earth to sizzle. 
Shady trees by boundry or potting shed with door ajar 
The old man knew the robin would not be very far. 
 

Alas came that final day, leaning heavy on his spade. 
Pained breath, wistful tear, to the Lord a prayer he made. 
Watching from that handle as his friend stumbled pathway track 
The robin in deep silence knew he would never ever come back. 
 

So now impaled in solid earth of once nurtured garden bed 
Stands the old well-worn spade, worms used to dread. 
Companions there of honour now the fork well rusty tined 
And the brave friendly robin the old man left behind. 
 

Peter W. Hodgkins.  
   
 

 

A Country Dream 
 
 

Via Ashford-in-the-water from Bakewell I am led 
Through the countryside of Derbyshire to the joy of Monsall Head. 
My eyes feast across the Dale, it takes my breath away 
As I stand upon the viewpoint and read of yesterday. 
I descend the rugged pathway to the river far below 
Where the viaduct’s high above me and time at last seems slow. 
I meander with the river as trout glide their way upstream 
And I am free all life’s pressures to inhale a living dream. 
Derrick Bate  

(Time Passes By) 
 

There’s time we wait for to pass by 
We have time to spare, on many a sigh. 
The days get shorter and so does life 
We carry on working without strife. 
We loose our loved ones every day 
We sometimes wonder what to say. 

Will life be this hard all the time 
Or will we have to be refine.  

There is always love to get us through 
But sometimes I wonder what to do. 

God is in our thoughts almost every day 
He knows what’s happening and in what way. 

Ernie. 



Audley W.I 
 

Our friends from the W.I have sent in a few verses for 
your thoughts, we will include some over the next few 
issues.  . 

For any information about the Audley W.I 
Contact Tel: Ann Marsden (01782)721957 
               Tel: Glennis            (01782)722009   

Tribute to my “Perfect Feet” 
 

The body would not be complete 
Without a pair of perfect feet.   

Age takes its toll!! 
First hard skin upon the sole! 

 

Then dropped Arches, Achilles heel, 
Hammer toes, Athletes foot 

Enough to wrench a Chiropodists gut. 
 

Then we have Descriptive feet, Flat feet, 
Fat feet, Dancing feet, Feet of clay,  
Web feet, Trench feet, Clumsy feet, 

All to interest or despair the Chiropodist’s day. 
 

The boys and girls at the health centre 
Work hard to bring us comfort 

 

So all that’s left for me to say  
Is appreciate the service given and 

Walk happily on your way. 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 (A Daily Thought) 
 

Just live your life in true content 
Just do your best with what is sent 

You only receive in life what was meant 
Just live your life. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Look Well– Remember those who will never see. 
 

Hear Truly– For others a silent world will always be. 
 

Speak kindly– Some will never talk. 
 

Step Proudly– Many cannot walk. 
 

Do not forget when tempted to complain, these gifts once 
lost are seldom found again. 

AUDLEY & DISTRICT 
W.I    

PROGRAMME FOR 
JULY,AUGUST,SEPTEMBER 2004 

 

JULY 21st                                                Speaker 
Temporary Heroines ……………….. Kate Swain 
 

AUGUST 18th 
Loosening the Stays ………………….Mary Grant 
 

SEPTEMBER 15th 
All the World’s a Stage … Pauline & Reg Johnson  
 

For any information contact either: 
(01782) 722009 or (01782) 721957 

If you bank here 

you can withdraw 
cash here free 
 
 
 
 

All you need is your card 
and your PIN 

With our new automated banking service you can 
now withdraw money from your bank account  

absolutely free at the counter of your local 
Post Office ®  branch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alliance & Leicester, Barclays, Lloyds TSB 
 
        

THE POST OFFICE  
 HIGH STREET 
HALMER END 

STOKE ON TRENT 
STAFFS 
ST 7 8BJ 

 Lloyds TSB customers will require a debit card.  

® 

Junior Corner 
 

 

This is just to introduce myself to 
the junior members of the Parish.  As Editor 
of the Parish Newsletter I would welcome 
your input of information to use in future 
editions of the Newsletter.  This can be your 
choice of subjects which can be used , items 
of interest for all ages are what we need. 
Therefore please put pen to paper & send to 
the usual address  
23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8 QL 
Tel:  01782 721565 
Local Events, Sports Items, School Events, 
Stories, Poems, Tales, Jokes, Charity 
Events, Church Events, Youth Events, Etc 
and more.                  Editor. 



PEAPODS TRIVIA 
 

1.   Name the character played by Telly Savalas’s brother 
      George in the series Kojak? 
 

2.   Which member of Whistler’s family was portrayed  
       in his most famous painting? 
 

3.   What type of creature is a Gila Monster? 
 

4.   What does V-E Day stand for? 
 

5.   Whom did Peeping Tom peep upon? 
 

6.   What sort of peas are used to make the dish Hummous? 
 

7.   What sort of gemstone is known as the Star of India? 
 

8.   In which of Roald Dahl’s stories does Willy Wonka  
      appear? 
 

9.   What is the largest artery in the body called? 
 

10. What is the name of the largest natural lake in Wales? 
 

11. Who was the second man to walk on the moon? 
 

12. Who is the patron saint of Russia? 
 

13. In which sport may you see a Salchow or an Axel?         
 

14. On which river does Glasgow stand? 
 

15. Which Derbyshire town is famous for a crooked church  
       spire? 

 

******************************************* 
Sponsored by: ‘PEAPODS’ 

 

Your local grocery store 
CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT 

(01782) 721885 For your ‘FREE’ local deliveries. 
 

To take part in this ‘Trivia’ you must live in the Parish of 
Audley, or if outside this area the ‘Winner’ must collect the prize. 

 

Please send your answers to: 
Audley Community News 

23 Wood Street Bignall End SOT Staffs ST7 8QL 
Please enclose your Name, Address and Phone No if possible. 

 

All entries to be in by: 
 

AUGUST 10th 2004 
 

First correct entry out of the ‘Hat’ Wins a: 
 

Bouquet of ‘Flowers’ 
 

Supplied by ‘PEAPODS’ 

One Liners 
 

What do you call a Crocodile in the North Pole?  Lost 
 
Why do Bees buzz?  Its because they can’t whistle. 
 
Where does a nine foot Budgie sleep? Wherever it wants. 
 
Rottweiler for sale. Very fond of people.  Reluctant to let go! 

Audley Christian Viewpoint 
 

July 17th Saturday 2004 
Safari Supper 

Begins at Church Hall 
(Price £5.00) 

 If you can find your supper  
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Sept 9th Thursday 2004  7.30 pm  
Quiz Night, Audley Cricket Club. 
(Price £5.00) Including Supper 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

Dec 2nd Thursday 2004 
“Christmas Begins Right Here” 

We will bring more details in next 
issue of the Newsletter. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

For further details contact: 
Barbara / 01782 720352 
Wendy / 01782 720381 

(Snow) 
    
 

White snow swishy like a milkshake 
 

Wobbling from the sky like a magic carpet 
 

Covering the rooftops like a fluffy white cloud 
 

It’s like soft candyfloss fresh from the fair 
 

And as cold as the North Pole. 
 

Jordan Beech Age 10 yrs. 

 
Heaven 

 

The day will come I don’t know when, 
I’ll leave this place and go to heaven. 
I’m not scared, I’m in no hurry, 
I’m in God’s hands so I needn’t worry. 
After living here for many years 
I’ll go to the place that has no fears. 
A special place believers go 
And spend their time with the God they know. 
This place is heaven as I said before, 
Ten thousand angels live there, maybe more. 
Where peace is all and death is banished, 
Pain and sickness all have vanished.  
 

Melissa Harris - aged 10 yrs.  

Here we see above that we have some of 
our future poets in our midst.  I would 
like to thank, Jordan and Melissa for 

their excellent contributions to the 
Audley Community Newsletter: Editor      



 

The news team do try to make sure 
where ever possible that all the  
information contained in this newsletter 
is accurate.  Information received by the 
newsletter for publication is sometimes  
impossible to clarify for accuracy.  We 
can therefore take no responsibility for 
inaccuracies in any Facts Text/E-Mails  
Telephone Numbers/Fax or E-Mail  
addresses which are contained in the 
Newsletter.   

A Sobering Thought. 
 

Looking in the mirror, what is it that you see? 
You’re nothing like the photo’s of how you used to be. 
You’ve always been too busy to notice the decay 
Now your teeth have fallen out, your hair turned grey. 
Yet there is one crumb of comfort to help you on your way. 
Should you look again tomorrow, you’ll look worse than you do today. 
 

Derrick Bate 
 

74A  Church Street,  Audley,  Stoke on Trent,  ST7 8DA  Tel: 01782 723723 
Horse Care 

All you need for Horse & Rider 

 
 

 

  

IS YOUR POOCH 
LOOKING A 

MUDDY 
MUTT? 

Get ready for Summer! 
 

 Fully inclusive treatment 
Bath, Flea, Clip, Ears, Trim 

and Nail’s 
 

Prices start from £15   
Microchipping £17  

Collection & Delivery  
Service Available 

Full Range  Of 
‘Doggy’ 

Products inc, 
Flea Treatment 

& Wormers 

www.woofsandwhinnies.co.uk       Tel: 01782 723723 

Second Hand Tack 
Shop 

Jackets, Hats, Rugs 
Leatherwork , Numnahs 

Grooming Products, Feed Supplements, Jodhpurs, 
Riding Hats & Boots, Reflective Wear. 
Fly repellents, Also Show Accessories   

Rugs 
Cleaned 

& Repaired 

Canine Corner by Sarah Hursthouse 
Send your Canine questions into ‘Sarah’ at Audley Community News. 

Question from Bethany? 
Dear Sarah, Its my birthday soon and mum’s said I can have a puppy.  Can you advise me on the pit falls, the costs I 
will encounter, if I need insurance and the type of puppy to have.     Love Bethany. 
 

Dear Bethany, 
That’s a very good question, Bethany.  Having a puppy is a big responsibility and you have to be sure that you have the 
knowledge, time and commitment to care for his or her needs. 
If you live in a small house, you are right to consider a small dog but all dogs will need exercise and stimulation  
regardless of their size. You should consider the breed and their individual requirements -  for example  a Border Collie 
will require lots of work and exercise whereas a Greyhound would need far less.  Spaniels are nice dogs but remember 
that they are bred to be gundogs and so will still need to have lots of exercise and stimulation so that they don’t get 
bored and over –boisterous.  Make sure you read up on the different breeds first. 
You are right that you should get insurance for your pet.  This will cover you for  any vet’s fees and other liabilities but 
remember that all your regular costs such as initial vaccinations, boosters, worming, flea prevention, grooming etc will 
not be covered.  You should ensure that your dog is micro chipped.   
You will obviously need to buy lots of new things for your puppy including  a bed, a cage, feed bowl, collar and lead, 
toys and chews.  This costs money!        
Training is obviously a very important consideration when buying a new puppy.  You should make sure that your pup 
is introduced to a variety of situations, people, animals etc to make sure that he is  thoroughly socialised and will not 
develop any problem behaviours later on .  Housetraining is also very important and make sure you take advice from a 
good dog trainer.  In short , from the very beginning you should encourage your puppy to go to the toilet outside.  
Many people make the mistake of training their pup to use newspaper first and then have to train all over again to go 
outside.  Any mistake should be ignored and when the pup does it right, you should give him a reward of lots of praise 
and a treat.  All puppies should be taken to a good puppy socialisation class.  Have a look round first for a good one or 
enlist the help of a good dog trainer who will visit you in your home.    Good luck with your puppy! Sarah  



JOHN JACKSON 
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END 

SOT 
 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

FRESHLY COOKED ALSO FREEZER ORDERS 
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 

WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 
 

Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK                                    

How Did We Ever Survive. 
 

If you were a child in the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s or 70’s, its hard 
to believe that we managed to survive this long. 
 

We as children, would ride our bikes, with no helmets 
and most of the time no brakes also bald tyres. 
 

Cars had no seat belts or air bags for our safety, but we 
are still here. 
 

As babies our cots were covered with lead based paints.  
No childproof lids on medicine bottles, tablets just place 
in a convenient drawer, or boxes. 
 

We drank water from the garden hose ,or an old pop  
bottle, sharing what we had with everyone.  I can’t  
remember anyone who died from this.  
 

Many hour were spent making those old trucks out of old 
pram wheels, only to forget we had not fitted any brakes 
on to the cart, as we gathered up speed down the main 
road of Halmer End.  This was soon solved after we had 
gathered a few cuts and bruises, after hitting the railway 
station wall across from the Railway Inn, at Halmer End. 
 

With tennis balls and sticks, we played for hours, even 
though we were told we would have some one’s eye out, 
I can’t remember that ever happening.  
 

We received many cuts, broken bones and missing teeth.  
These were known as accidents.  I can’t remember  
anyone ever being sued.  No one was ever to blame, they 
called them ‘accidents’, remember them? 
 

We had few toys to play with, no Playstations, Video 
games, TV or Video to watch.  No Internet or computer 
to keep us happy for hours, even no Mobile phone to talk 
away the hours.  We had what were known as friends to 
talk to, we would invite them to our homes, for toast and 
bread and jam.  We would have home made ginger beer, 
or dandelion and burdock pop to wash our  food away. 
We were rarely ever over weight, because we were  
always out in the fresh air, either walking or playing.      

Cont: 
 
Home life was at time very hard, no hot water or 
central heating, to comfort us when we were 
cold.  No electric blankets to warm the bed,  
coats put on the bed at night to keep out the cold. 
Almost as much ice inside the windows in a 
morning as was outside. 
 

School was where everyone would meet.  There 
were some who were smarter than others, the not 
so smart still had to carry on and try to keep up. 
We never heard of test being adjusted to try to 
compensate, for what we were called as the 
‘thick ones’. 
 

We would leave home early in a morning, to 
venture up into Halmer End woods all day to 
play, no one ever worried about us till about 
eight o'clock at night, this was bed time.  I never 
remember any one going missing. 
 

If we broke the law , we took the consequences, 
our parents would not see us getting away with it 
if we had done wrong.  They would side with the 
law. 
 

Where has the art of conversation gone to, you 
can’t get hardly a word out of the kids nowadays, 
all they see are TV, or Computer screen as  
conversation. 
 

The generations from the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s, and 
70’s have proved to be some of the best problem 
solvers ever to be born.  There has been an  
explosion of new ideas, inventions and health  
care treatments.  These are mainly down to this 
generation. 
We were fortunate to have our freedom, we had 
many failures, but we learned how to deal with 
almost every thing that was thrown at us and we 
still survived.               A Survivor.  



 
PEAPODS 

24 CHURCH 
STREET 
AUDLEY 

“FREE” 
LOCAL 

DELIVERY 

Tel: 
(01782) 721885 

WRIGHTS 
PIES 

Your Local Friendly  
“Grocery Store” 

Bouquets of Fresh Flowers  
Delivered “Free” & Made to Order 

FRESH  
OATCAKES 
DELIVERED 

DAILY 

Fresh 
Vegetables 

Fresh 
Fruit 

We have a fine 
Collection of 

Cheeses 
Cooked Meats 

Bacon & 
Pork Sausages 

Excellent range of fine 
 

Jams & Sauces 

Many Varieties Of Flowers For Sale & On Show 
Floral Tributes & Wreaths Made To Order 

AUDLEY LIBRARY 
 

(NEW OPENING TIMES) 
 

 Mon  CLOSED               2.00 – 7.00 
 

 Tue   9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 5.00 
 

Wed  CLOSED               CLOSED 
 

Thur  9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 5.00 
 

 Fri    9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 7.00 
 

Sat   9.00 – 1.00              CLOSED     
 

Hall Street, Audley, Stoke on Trent, ST7 8DB 
 Remember! You can make your renewals 

 by Phone, Fax, or by Post . 
Tel: (01782) 720527 

SURF THE INTERNET ‘FREE’ 
AT AUDLEY LIBRARY 

Audley Guides 
 

Hannah Trippier  
<magic_wand89@hotmail.com> 
 

I would like to remind any girls between the 
ages of 10 and 14 that they would be  
extremely welcome at 2nd Audley Guides, on 
a Tuesday night; 7:30 - 9 pm, in St. James' 
Church Hall.  We have lots of  
fun - cooking, crafts, games, outings etc. 
 

Also, 1st Alsagers Bank and Halmer End 
Brownies meet at Halmer End Methodist 
Church on a Thursday night 6 - 7.30 
pm.   Both groups would welcome new  
members (and leaders). 

77th Audley Scouts Group 
 

Grand Easter Raffle Prize-winners 

Coal Port Figurine - Mick Cooper.       
Royal Albert Crystal Brandy Glasses - Nigel Smith.        
Portmeirion Bowl - N Baggulley. 
Bottle of Whisky - Jake Broomfield. 
Bottle of Port -  L Knapper. 
Bottle of Wine - Mrs Ferns.     
Bottle of Wine - Ian Wilkes. 
Pen & Pencil Set - S Everall 
Box of Chocolates - W & M Copestake. 
Box of Chocolates - Eva Tompkinson. 
Thanks are expressed to all friends and supporters who 
bought tickets in the Grand Easter Raffle.  The funds raised 
will be used towards the continued refurbishment of the  
Warham Scouts Hall in Wereton Road Audley and also the 
advancement of Scouting in Audley.             Robert Plant 

Total  
Amount 
Raised 

 

£554.75 

AUDLEY ENDOWED SCHOOL 
The Trustees wish to give notice that awards may be given 
of Limited Maintenance Grants to pupils attending  
recognised High Schools and those undergoing Higher 
Education who are resident in the parishes of Audley, Talke 
and Hardingswood.  
The value of the grant is restricted and is dependant upon 
the circumstances of the parent. 
Any pupils eligible by residence for consideration for such 
an award should apply for an application form either in  
person or in writing to the undersigned. 
 

All applications must be lodged for consideration before  
Friday: 9th July 2004. To: Mr R.E. Plant Clerk to the  
Trustees. 270 Heathcote Road Halmer End Sot Staffs ST7 
8BH 

 



O Z G O F B E E T E O S T U B J U L E R 
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U P P H Y M A O W H A R R I E R B O M U 
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S X T P B L V A N R O D A R B A L A F T 

O U B P I F U Z A I E D A C H S H U N D 

T D U E Z Z B P M N T L P L P U M H X E 

M A L T E S E L R A I L D E M C W A N R 

N L L R O T T W E I L E R O E A H U A F 

O M D B O X E R B N L S A Y O H T H I U 

Q R A C O R G I O A S S N P C P S I T R 

G R E Y H O U N D R S U R S O B T H A P 

O Q E D N O H S E E K R E P P I H C S N 

D E R T T B E F S M Z K B U K A N D L P 

L Z Q O R D L A E O Z C T Z B U N T A C 

L P U E Y I M C N P M A S T I F F I E A 
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T R I L U U Q C P R T P U S M H Y M W A 

PUPPY LOVE 
 
 

ALSATION        AIREDALE 
 

BOXER    BULLDOG   BORZOI 
 

BEAGLE     COLLIE    CORGI 
 

CLYDESDALE    CHIHUAHUA 
 

DOBERMANN     DALMATION 
 

DACHSHUND    GREYHOUND 
 

GREAT DANE           HUSKY  
 

HARRIER      JACK RUSSELL 
 

KEESHOND      LABRADOR 
 

MASTIFF        MALTESE 
 

POODLE   POINTER   PITBULL 
 

PEKINESE     POMERANIAN 
 

RETRIEVER      ROTTWEILER 
 

SETTER  SPANIEL  SHEEPDOG    
 

SCHIPPERKE    ST BERNARD 
 

SHIH TZU         SCHNAUZER 
 

TERRIER             WHIPPET 
MORE NEXT TIME OR MAYBE 
A CROSSWORD YOUR CHOICE 

 
Just a smile. 
 

Frank and Harry were lying in bed together, 
when Frank said to Harry: 
 

‘Aye Harry, I don’t think we've got this wife 
swapping idea right, what do you think’?  

To Advertise in the Newsletter, Subscribe or to  
Insert information, please contact the Editor. 

Tel:   07742634944 

G K MOTORSPORT 
                                CHESTER ROAD CHESTER ROAD   

        AUDLEY SOT 
Tel: (01782) 721292 

mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-CHESTER 
ROAD 

 AUDLEY S O T 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

 
Injection Damp Coursing 

No Job too Small 
 

Fast Friendly Reliable Service 
Competitive Rates 

All work Guaranteed  

Free Estimates  
Tel:  01782 722175 Mob:  07980 272 259 



1 PUSH WEIGHT  

2 CAR OUTSIDE SPANISH 
HOUSE 

 

3 FAMOUSE JOKEY  

4 COLLECTION OF ARMS  

5 ORGAN ON SMALL LAKE  

6 OPPOSITE OF DULL / OFF  

7 HARBOUR WITH A GORGE  

8 A PUTRID PIG  

 TOTAL  

NAME THE FOOTBALL TEAM 
 

With the clues find either a  
Scottish or English Football Team Name 

Answers on page 27 

Sports Trivia 
 

1.  Which long serving Arsenal full-back joined West  
     Ham in 2000?   

2.  Which Pakistan cricket batsman was banned for life 
      in 2000 for match fixing? 
 

3.  Who was the first black tennis player to win  the  
      men’s singles title at Wimbledon? 
 

4.  Which show jumper and rally car driver married Eric 
      Carlsson in 1963? 
 

5.  With which sport is Gareth Edwards associated?      
 

6.  In 2000 which British golfer was remove as vice  
     captain of  British Ryder Cup team? 
 

7.  Which British jockey after riding over 1000 National  
     Hunt winners retired in 1985?  
 

8.  In 1998 which former world snooker champion died at  
      the age of  84? 
 

9.  What is the nickname of Ian Thorpe the Australian    
      swimmer ? 
 

10. Cassius Clay was how old when he became 1960  
       Olympic light-heavyweight boxing champion? 
 

11.  How many players make up an American football  
        team?  
 

12. Which event did Sally Gunnell win to receive a gold  
       medal in  the 1992 Olympics? 
 

ANSWERS TO TRIVIA ON PAGE 27  

Indoor Bowling 
 

The season of Indoor Bowling came to a  
climax, when Audley Workingmen's Club 
held their three remaining bowling   
competitions. 
January 31st 2004 
Doubles competition ‘Winners’ 
 

Mick Weaver & Mike Weaver. 
 

February 14th 2004  
Trebles competition ‘Winners’ 
 

Eric Phillips, Tony McCormick, Billy Yates. 
 

February 28th 2004 
Singles competition ‘Winner’ 

 

Ian Jones. 
 

For information for future competitions 
please contact: 
 
 

Trevor Harrison Tel:  01782 721260  

 

AUDLEY ANGLING 
CLUB 

 

 
Audley Angling Club are looking for any one 
who loves angling, to come along to join our 
fishing club.  The club is trying to go forward, 
to expand its access to more pools throughout 
the area.  If you have or would like to become 
involved with the Audley Angling Club, please 
do not hesitate to contact Andy. There will be a 
‘Summer Knockout Competition’, either in July 
or August 2004.   

For any further detail please contact:                
Andy on 07855 485128. 

Audley Junior Football.        
 

During the past few weeks there has been a Junior 
Football tournament at Norton Cricket Club.  
Audley Parish has been represented by teams from 
our local football club. See below details of the  
success Audley Juniors have had this season.  

Potteries Mini Football League 
Under 8 yrs have won the League Cup and also 
took the League Championship for 2004.  
 

Under 10 yrs won the prestigious Subsidiary 
Cup for 2004. 
 

Under 11 yrs Won the League Championship for 
2004. They then lost 3-2 in a very close fought 
Cup Final Vs Alsager Celtics.   
(Congratulations all the players)  



Great Stadiums of The North 
(North Audley) 

 

 
Not a lot of people know that Stan Mathews, 
Tom Finney and Nat Lofthouse all played  
football on Miles Green ‘Rec’ and that Billy 
Wright, Bobby Charlton and Duncan Edwards 
regularly appeared in matches on ‘The Mockas’ 
at Wood Lane. 
 

The ‘Patch’ at Wereton was the scene of many 
epic test matches, contested by the likes of  
players such as Dennis Compton, Colin  
Cowdrey and fiery Fred Truman. 
 

These local playing fields (waste ground to the 
untrained eye) , became Wembley Stadium, 
Hamden Park, Old Trafford and Lords, to a 
host of budding sportsmen.  They also provided 
an arena of Disneyland proportions for a  
firework display every Bonfire Night. 
 

What ever happened to that most wonderful 
and ancient of computers?  Imagination!  Is it 
still in production?  I know money can’t buy it. 

 
Phil Fryer  Alsagers Bank. 

Football Cup 2004  
Success for Audley FC 

 

Monday the 15th March 2004 was an epic day for Audley 
FC, when they took on Goldenhill FC in the league Cup 
Final at Newcastle Town FC stadium.  Audley went as 
underdogs to the final.  Goldenhill were in a very strong 
position in the league at this time.  Led by Captain Paul 
Gilbert, also a fantastic effort from the whole team,  they 
held out for a very well deserved  2-1 win.  This was an 
excellent result for the Parish team.   Editor.  

 
 

Village Bowling Team  
To Represent  Staffs Parks. 

 

Audley Parish Outdoor Bowling No 1 team, who 
last season eclipsed all expectations by winning the 
1st division of the Staffs Parks League, will now 
represent Staffordshire in the all England Parks 
Championship later in the season at a venue in the 
Wirral.  This is of course a great honour for our vil-
lage team, who have only been playing bowls since 
1991.   There are many teams in the league who 
have been in existence for over 50 years and have 
never taken this honour.  We all know that they 
will go out there and give their best, but most of all 
as long as they enjoy the moment that’s what sport 
is all about.   
We will bring you the result later.    
Good Luck. 

 

 

All Types Of Property Maintenance 
 

Interior & Exterior Work 
 

Fences, Drives, Patios Power Washed 
 

Fast Friendly Reliable Service 
 

All Work Guaranteed 
 

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01782 722175 

Mob: 07980 272 259 

Wonders From the village 
 

Where would we men have ever 
been without all these dedicated 
Ladies, who gave their time to 
provide the refreshments to our 
local cricket teams? 
Here is a photograph from 1964,  
of a group of these Ladies who 
would attend the village cricket 
matches which took place at the 
Audley CC field.  The club has a 
lovely setting and is situated in 
Nantwich Road Audley.  All are 
most welcome.  



NEWS 
 
 
 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM YOUTH4AUDLEY 
Youth 4Audley would like to thank everyone that  
supported them by attending their exhibition in March.  
Over 150 people attended which made for a fantastic  
evening.  They would also like to say thank you to all 
the people who have been in touch since and  
congratulated them on their hard work.  Special thanks 
go to Denise Leigh and family who rushed back from a 
day of meetings to come and hear the result of her  
session with the group. 

BT Community Connections scheme 
re-opens 

 
Would your community group like 
to apply for a FREE PC with  
Internet connection for a year? 
 
The BT Community Connections 
scheme has re-opened.  The scheme is 
designed for community groups to  
apply for a FREE PC with Microsoft  
Office and one years FREE Internet 
use.  For more information visit 
www.btcommunityconnections.com or 
post details of your name, group name 
and address to:  BT Community  
Connections, PO Box 4500, London 
W1A 7LF  
If any group needs help with their 
application or need internet access 
to apply on-line, contact Sarah on 

01782 729249 

FREE computer sessions for the community 
 
Due to the success of the last computer sessions we are currently looking at  

providing more sessions during the summer as the current ones are all now full up.  Why 
not get in touch and give it a go?  The oldest person attending the sessions so far has been 
85—definite proof that you are never to old to learn!!   

Call Sarah on 01782 729249  

AUDLEY PARISH AT WAR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Keep your eyes out for a series of  events 
called ‘Audley Parish at War’, running dur-
ing the rest of  the year in Audley Parish.  
The results of  these events and sessions 
will be shown at a community open day in 
Audley after the new year.  If  you have any 
stories,  
pictures or memorabilia from WW2, please 
get in touch—we would love to hear from 
you. 
Contact Sarah on 01782 729249 or email 
sarah@citizensonline.org.uk 

NEW SERVICE ………. 
You can now have your Audley  
Community News emailed to you.  Just 
send an email to: 
audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com and 
you will be signed up.  Any donations for 
this service would be gratefully received! 

FREE to newsletter helpers! 
Anyone wishing to help out with the 
Audley Community News will be  
entitled to a FREE six week taster to 
learn to use Publisher, the package we 
use to write the newsletter.  Call Sarah 
on 01782 729249 for further details. 



COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

 

COUNCILLOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
 

COUNCILLOR  
DYLIS CORNES  

Tel. (01782) 720289 
 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  
Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for any  
information regarding Council matters. 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
SECURITY SYSTEMS 

INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS  FOR: 
 

DOMESTIC - BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL & EQUINE 

INSTALLATION / SYSTEMS UPGRADED 
LOCAL SERVICE CONTRACTS ACCEPTED 

 

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE 
 

FOR ‘FREE’ SURVEY OR ADVICE CONTACT 
 

TIM WITHINGTON 
 

Tel: 01782 721727  or  Mobile 07976 154411 

Past Events From The Parish 
 

The “Wagon and Horses” Audley   
 

When Mr Geo Burgess applied for the renewal of his licence, attention was brought by Capt. Mainwaring to 
proceedings at the last Petty Sessions.  When Mr Burgess had been convicted and fined for keeping his house 
open for tippling on a Sunday morning.  Mr Hill, the inspector of police, was then called and stated that the 
defendant encouraged rabbit racing at his house.  Which, in addition to the cruelty of such a practice tended 
to bring a great number of bad characters together, many of the persons he had seen at Mr Burgesses’ house 
being convicted poachers.  Mr hill said the farmers made great complaints about their fences being broken 
down with the rabbit racing.  The chief police superintendent remarked that rabbit racing was spreading in 
the district and that publicans were adopting it for the purpose of encouraging drinking. Mr Burgess said he 
was sorry for what had occurred and that he did not intend to run any more rabbits, but he was not aware he 
was doing wrong.  Captain Mainwaring told Mr Burgess that the magistrates did not consider they should de 
doing justice to the public if they renewed his licence.  The licence was accordingly withheld. 
 

 
Staffordshire Advertiser 1851    
 

 

Rotary Club 
 

The newsletter would like to express its gratitude to 
the Audley Rotary Club for the kind donation , 
which will go towards the cost of publishing the 
newsletter.  We have also received a new C/D 
writer, which has now been installed for the use of 
the Adult Learning Centre.   
We are most grateful for the generosity. Editor.   

Halmer End Methodist Church 
 

 
Labyrinth Week –End 11th - 13th June. 
Take an ancient style walk through the Labyrinth and  
witness a Spiritual Adventure.  Creating a breathing space 
to take time out for yourself. 
Friday 11th June 5 pm - 8 pm. 
Saturday 12th June 10 am - 4 pm. 
Sunday 13th June 10 am - 2 pm  - Followed by a Service 
conducted by Rev Gwyneth Owen. 
For further details Tele: 01782 722014 or 01782 722789 
 
Open Air Service Sunday 25th July. 
An open Air Songs of Praise Service will be held on ‘The 
Patch’ opposite Halmer End Methodist Chapel on Sunday 
25th July at 3 pm. 
Music will be provided by the Chesterton Salvation Army 
Band. 
A warm invitation is extended to all to attend. 



For Sale or Wanted 
 

Scroll Sewing Frame 8½ inches x 24.  
Adjustable lap stand. Never been opened. 

£10.00 ono 
……………………………………….. 

 

Grey 1960s Bedroom Suite.  Comprising: 
Ladies Double Wardrobe, Gents Single.  
Wardrobe with Cupboards & Drawers 
Small Bedside Cabinet.  
Dressing Table with Full Length Mirror. 
Double Headboard. 

£100.00 ono 
………………………………………….. 

 

Assortment of 29 Beano & Dandy Annuals. 
£30.00 ono 

……………………………………… 
 

Gameboy Colour-Boxed 
£10.00 ono 

…………………………………. 
 

Gameboy Black & White (no box) 
£5.00 ono 

………………………………….     

Gameboy Magnifier  
£5.00 ono 

……………………………….. 
 

Sharp Portable Electronic Typewriter 
Excellent condition.  Operation Manual.  

£40.00 ono 
…………………………………. 

 

 
For any of the above items Tel: 

01782 723469 
                       

(For Sale)            Bath Panel  
 

Mahogany in colour still in the box. 
 

£20.00 ono       Tel: 01782 721565 

THE DEFINITIVE BUDGERIGAR 
BREEDER 

 
 

I’m getting an expert now at picking Birdmen.  I find myself 
watching for them, on buses, trains, even in shopping centres.  
Everywhere they lurk.  They come from all walks of life - the 
rich, the not so rich, the happy, the not so happy.  Honestly, I 
can pick them now.  I can see the subtle signs from 100 metres 
away. 
 

A stray feather nestled in their hair. 
 

The bird seed that falls out of their pants cuffs. 
 

Eyes squinting from plucking too many bird spots. 
 

Red nicks on their fingers from bird bites. 
 

Iodine stains on their hands from tending too many birds. 
 

The grey hair that comes from trying to think of new “Why I 
need bigger better birds” stories. 
 

Worn patches in their knees from begging to be allowed to buy 
more, bigger better birds. 
 

Torn pocket edges from continually delving into their pockets for 
dollars to pay for bigger better birds. 
 

Telephone permanently adjoined to one ear as they try to find 
more, bigger better birds. 
 

The other ear cocked continually to one side to avoid their 
wife’s complaining about paying for better birds.  The technical 
term for this is selective deafness.  Nestfeathers is also  
lumbered with this complaint.  For how else can you explain the 
fact that he cannot hear you say it’s time for a bath or there’s 
work to be done when you’re standing right beside him yelling 
at the top of your voice.  Yet the mere whisper of the word lolly 
from 200 metres away, has him rushing forward, giving me his 
undying attention. 
 

The tired looking woman who accompanies the Birdman on his 
buying sprees.  She is the worn out wife, worn out from listening 
to too many reasons why he needs bigger better birds.  Yet she 
still tags along just to make sure that he doesn’t mortgage the 
family home to get that one bigger better bird. 
 

And the Birdman with his callused hands from building better 
aviaries to house better birds. 
He is the one with the perpetual grin on his face from smelling 
too much iodine.  This practice is right up there with glue  
sniffing and could very well be on the Government hit list as an 
illegal practice in 2005.  Instead of speed cameras, iodine  
cameras will be set up near every aviary to watch the offenders. 
 

Yes there he is the Birdman.  Lurking on street corners, in  
aviaries, outside pet shops just waiting for another bigger better 
bird to come along.  I bet you can pick them now too. 
 

Debby Gower. Queensland.  AUSTRALIA  
E:mail to Roy Drage of Bignall End 

Tickle corner 
‘Dad. Now I’m 14 can I wear silk stockings and suspenders?’ 

‘No, Gary, you can’t !’ 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

Wife ‘I’ve made the chicken soup’ . 
Husband ‘Good! I thought it was for us’.  

 Jojo’s 

Dog Grooming Service 

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs 

Clipping Grooming 
Tel: 01782 721735 

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End 
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH 

30 Years Experience 

Jo
jo’

s 

Jojo’s 



COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS 
Tel: (01782) 720506 

 

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL 
10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  

 

WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
APEDALE ROAD 

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month. 

 Home visits 
Are available 

By 
Appointment 

Where you can find us   

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 
WOOD LANE   POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 
AUDLEY DOCTORS SURGERY 
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AUDLEY DURBER CLOSE C.CENTRE  
AUDLEY DENTIST 
COOP STORE AUDLEY 
ALLDAYS WATER HAYES EST 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
HALMER END STUTE C. CENTRE 
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
HALIFAX  BANKING AUDLEY 
HALL STREET SWEETS & TOY SHOP 
COPIES WILL ALSO LEFT AT ALL:  
Public houses, Workingmen's Clubs and  
local meeting places. When you have read 
your copy why not give it to a friend or 
neighbour to read.  Thank you.  

Quaint View Answer To Page 2 
 

This is a view of the road in front of 
Bignall End Cricket Ground, before 
the present club was built.  The 
white cottage is where the gate way 
is now.  (Stumped was the clue)   

SPORTS QUIZ  
ANSWERS 

1. NIGEL WINTERBURN 
2. SALIM MALIK 
3. ARTHUR ASHE 
4. PAT MOSS 
5. RUGBY UNION 
6. MARK JAMES 
7. JOHN FRANCOME 
8. FRED DAVIS 
9. THE THORPEDO 
10. NINETEEN 
11. ELEVEN 
12. 400 Metres HURDLES 

 More next time  

Name the Football Teams 
 

1. PRESTON 
2. ASTON VILLA 
3. LEICESTER 
4. ARSENAL 
5. LIVERPOOL 
6. BRIGHTON 
7. PORT VALE 
8. OLDHAM 

  To contribute to the input of the 
Newsletter, please contact the  

Editor Tel: 01782 721565 

“ For All Occasions”  
      Greetings Cards 

    Order your Flower Bouquets,  
         Hand Ties etc        

   80A Church Street, Audley  
 

Tel:  01782 720060 
 

Same day delivery 
Free delivery in the Parish 

Sunday delivery by arrangement 

You can Subscribe to the 
Newsletter Tel: 07742634944 

Funeral Tributes  
Wedding flowers  

& Gifts 
For all  Occasions  

Dear Readers, 
Well we managed to complete another issue, I some times have to wonder 
where the time goes.  Hope you find something of interest in this issue of the 
Newsletter.  I would like to say how grateful we are for all those very kind  
donations, we have received, over the past few weeks.  Nothing gives me 
more pleasure than to receive a note attached with a donation, thanking me 
for the pleasure, that the newsletter has brought to people from many parts of 
the Parish   and also different parts of the globe.   
See You next time  Ernie      



HORSLEYS 
CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Tel: (01782) 720507   
 ALL LOCAL DELIVERIES ARE ‘FREE’ 

COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 

EXCELLENT  
CHOICE OF 

QUALITY GOODS  

MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
TYRE  STOCKIST  

WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS 

EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 ‘MOT’?  
 Leave It With ‘Craig’ 

Appointments Welcome  
Or just Call 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   
 Emergency 
07780505191 

Now Available!!!!!!! 
Wax Oil Service 

“Courtesy Car Now Available” 

LOGS LOGS 

Audley Plumbing  
&  

Heating Services 
 

Local Family Business 
For your Plumbing & Heating Needs 

 

Fast Efficient Friendly 
Service 

35 Years Experience 
No Job To Small 

 

Bathroom suites Replaced 
 

All Work Guaranteed 
Private & Commercial  
Contracts Undertaken 

24 Hour Emergency Callout 
Tel: 07765 954882   
Estimates Given. 

We Have in  
Stock Many 

DIY 
Needs 

 

Including 
 

Paint, Wood 
Glass to Size 

Screws & Nails 
Adhesive  

Many Quality  
Fancy Goods 

 

Gardening 
Tools 

 

Pet Food 
& Accessories 

 

Horse Feed 
Fishing Tackle 

Why not use the Newsletter? 
 

To Advertise Your Business     
 

To Promote Your Groups & Events 
 

Contact the Editor 
23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot Staffs  

ST7 8QL 

High Quality 
Compost, 

Grow Bags, 
Fertiliser. 


	AUDLEY & DISTRICT FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
	Education in the Parish
	 The Coronation of William IV
	Research 2-4 pm. on Wed. 5th. May  /  Wed. 2nd. June  /  Wed. 7th. July 
	Research 7-9 pm. on Fri. 4th. June	 
	Talks 7.30-9 pm. on   Fri .7th. May  /  Fri. 2nd. July 
	Debby Gower. Queensland.  AUSTRALIA 
	E:mail to Roy Drage of Bignall End
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