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A Very Happy New Year

We do hope you all enjoyed the festive season and are now looking forward to 2013.
Our magazine now enters its tenth year of publication when in June 2013 we will be
publishing our 40th issue; what a milestone.
I have to give thanks to all the volunteers who come along and give their spare
time to help us publish our parish magazine. Without their valued support we
would have never come this far. There must also be a very big thank you to all the
people and groups who give us financial support and donations; we are so grateful
to you all. Feedback from readers is always welcome and we are more than happy
to publish a varied array of information and events. If you need to promote your
voluntary group or club, all you need to do is contact me. Editor E Moulton

Police Surgeries

of the local police officers. This has
proved to be a most successful for both
Police surgeries are now available at
village Post Offices. As we all are aware police and local residents. In 2009 an
invitation was given to the Halmer End
most of our local police stations have
and Bignall End Post offices to join the
been closed over the past number of
scheme. This scheme is now up and
years, due to the cuts in government
running for local residents to use.
spending. This has restricted the
Audley Post Office meetings
opportunity for our local police to make
contact on a one-to-one basis with local are held on the 1st Tuesday of each
month 10am-11am.
residents who may be concerned with
Bignall End Post Office
local policing policies and issues.
meetings are: 2nd March / 4th May
As far back as 2005 Ian and Anne
/ 6th July / 7th September / 2nd
Wilkes, of the Audley village Post
November at 10am-11am.
Office, invited the local police to use
Halmer End Post Office
their premises with the blessing of
meetings are: 6th April / 1st June / 3rd
the Post Office as a meeting place for
August / 5th October / 7th December at
local residents to call in for a chat, or
to arrange to speak by phone with one
10am-11am.

Contents:
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Forthcoming events
School information
Readers letters
Bereavements
Editor: E. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565
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Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Proof Readers: Linda Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Chris Tunnicliffe
Printed at Rowtype of Milton.
Remember you can subscribe to this
magazine, contact the Editor.

Audley Conservation Area Review and Management Proposals
The Parish Council, Audley Millennium Green Trust and Audley
Locality Action Partnership have been working together
with the Borough Council’s Conservation Officer to review
Audley Conservation Area and put forward proposals for the
improvement of the Area.
Conservation Areas have been designated on a national scale
since 1967 and in order that the concept is not diluted, it is
important that all areas are regularly reviewed to ensure they
are still special in an architectural and historic sense.
The review aims to look at the buildings and features of
special interest and identify any issues which might threaten
them, also taking account of changes which have occurred in
the last 36 years since the Conservation Area was made. For
example, does the boundary of the Conservation Area cover
everywhere it should, or should some parts be deleted if they
are no longer considered special enough, perhaps due to
unsympathetic changes over the years.
We are now asking the local community what they think
of the proposals and you can see the documents on the
Council’s website or at Audley library and the Guildhall in
Disclaimer:

Newcastle. Once adopted by the Council the documents
will be supplementary to the Borough’s Local Development
Framework and help to inform on planning decisions in the
Area.
A local event will be held in March where residents and
interested parties can come and share their views about the
review process.
If you want to make any representations on these documents
please write to the Civic Offices, Merrial Street, Newcastle
or email planningconservation@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
Deadline for comments is end of March 2013.
Please visit the website for further information on this or
contact the Conservation Officer or the Parish Council.
Louise Wallace, Conservation Officer 01782 742408
www.newcastle-staffs.gov.uk/conservation
***********
Clare Withington, Audley & District Parish Council Clerk on
07901 692414
Audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk

The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with the views or opinions
expressed by contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes.
To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or you can e-mail audleycommunitynews@ yahoo.co.uk
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The Life and Times of Jack Cross
These will be a series of short stories written by Jack of his life’s memories from a boy when
living in the village of Miles Green.

FOREWORD
For as long as I can remember my
father always had stories to tell of days
gone by. They were usually funny
anecdotes of his early life; I never
tired of hearing them. His memory
for details such as names and events
was phenomenal. Even though he
wrote his memoirs in the early part of
his retirement as a keepsake for his
children and grandchildren; I have now
transcribed my father’s memoirs and
stories trying to keep true to his word.
The book has evolved from the
original concept with the inclusion of
more information from my father and
my keen interest in family history. We
have entitled the book “When I Was
a Lad – Growing up in Miles
Green, Staffordshire”.
As a boy, my father lived at 106
Heathcote Road, in the village of Miles
Green, within the parish of Audley,
Staffordshire. The Audley area was
predominately agricultural land before
the discovery of coal in the 1800s
leading to the establishment of several
underground coal mines thus changing
the face of the area dramatically.
During this time a large influx of men
seeking employment in these coal
mines came from all over England and
settled in the Audley area.
Two of these men were our
forbearers, John Groom and Thomas

Cross who came from Shropshire and
Northamptonshire respectively.
Growing up in a coal mining area had
a profound impact on my father’s life,
leading to a lifetime interest in the
coal industry and is part of our family
history as it provided employment for
four generations. My father describes
their way of life during this period which
can be similarly compared with other
working class families of those times.
They endured hardships and sorrows
but had the love and understanding
of their large families to help them
through.
Nonetheless, they did find joy in lots
of ways especially in their pastimes
and social activities and were part of a
community with strong fellowship.
History, particularly family history, has
always intrigued me and no doubt my
father’s tales of bygone days were a big
influence on this whilst I was growing
up. Family history benefits enormously
from stories like these being passed
from one generation to the next and if
recorded become a wonderful resource
to gain a closer insight into our
ancestry, not just bare facts and figures.
The stories live on and we are left with
a valuable legacy.
Jayne Denham
Daughter of Jack Cross

WHEN I WAS A LAD

BY JACK CROSS
I was born on 30 April 1915 and was

the seventh child of George and Edith
Ann Cross of Miles Green, Staffordshire.
One of my earliest memories was
when I awoke in the Bradwell isolation
hospital at Chesterton, near Newcastleunder-Lyme, Staffordshire aged 4 years
old. I had my fourth birthday whilst in
the hospital.
There had been an epidemic of
diptheria and I had been infected with
it. I can vividly remember the wax
floors in the hospital and moving around
them in my stocking feet when I was
getting better.
I can still smell the pine disinfectant
used when bathing. Mostly though,
I remember the medicine, it was a
golden straw-coloured fluidy medicine
and I would love to know what the
brand name was, ‘Paregoric’ comes to
mind, but I must find out.
I was given cascara and you always
had bread to help get it down. Any
food was not easily swallowed as it was
difficult to get it past my sore throat. Of
course, bedside visits were not allowed
but I can remember my mother and
father looking in through the window at
me. The year would be 1919 and to tell
you of the times, best farm butter was 5
bob (shillings) a pound.
I came home to a wonderful welcome,
only to be a bit catty and a complainer.
My younger brother, Alb was wearing
something of mine, Oh yes, if he had
one of my things, it was fatal.
Home, was 106 Heathcote Road,
Miles Green, Staffordshire and was a
wonderful place.
My grandmother lived with us until she
died in 1921 and she was my father’s
mother.
My sister told me how she
remembered our Gran Cross telling my
mother, “You won’t be able to rear that
lad, ‘til you get his hair cut!”.
I remember the waving of flags at the
bedroom window with Gran standing
beside us.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Soldiers were passing down in the street so it must have
been the end of WWI, 1918. Also during this period of time,
I recall my cousin, George Morris who was a stoker in the
Royal Navy on the ship HMS Erin taking me with him to the
local greengrocers called Tittertons. He stuck the bunch of
bananas he had bought down his stocking leg and had to lift
his sailor’s bell-bottomed trousers up to do this.
Apparently I had long brown curly hair and like a lot of
infant boys at that time was dressed in petticoats. I have
seen a photograph at some time or other and could have
been taken for a little girl, nothing’s changed!
My Gran Cross’s maiden name was Bayley and she was born
at Butterbank Farm, Seighford, Staffordshire. Her father,
Joseph was a farmer and a court sheriff in Staffordshire
Assizes. When my Gran was a young girl of about 15 years
old she asked her father if she could attend a particular
notorious murder case. He told her she wouldn’t like it. The
fore-gone conclusion of the case was that he was guilty of
poisoning his victims.
At first the poisoning was undetected and death was
thought to be caused by tetanus. Apparently strychnine
poisoning resembles the same symptoms as tetanus and
when the man, a Doctor Palmer, was found guilty, the judge
donned the black cap and sentenced him to death for murder
and it was at this point, my Gran, as a young girl fainted in
court.
When I was little I can vividly remember my Gran Cross rattling
my hands with a pair of scissors – I guess I deserved it! Another
thing is she liked to have a game of cards and I remember my
brothers, Harry and George playing cards with her but being
typical children they liked to cheat and Gran hated that so the
game would end abruptly. Gran was a strict disciplinarian.
My grandfather, Thomas Cross, came from a place called
Kings Sutton, near Banbury Cross, Northamptonshire. Thomas
must have travelled from Kings Sutton looking for work in
Staffordshire where he became a collier.
When my grandfather first came to work in the Staffordshire
coal mines he was a lodger at my Gran’s home and worked at
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Talke Pits. She was a widow and her first husband was called
William Moore. Sarah already had six children and I remember
particularly from that side of the family, my Uncle Will, Uncle Joe,
Aunt Ginny (Jane) and Aunt Annie (Sarah Ann).
Sarah was 11 years older than Thomas – a bit of an age gap!
They were married in 1874 and had three children, James born
19 February 1875 who died 1 month later, Emma, born 14
February 1876 and George (my father) born 2 January 1878.
Thomas and Sarah moved from Talke to reside in High Street,
Halmer End to be nearer to Thomas’s workplace, the Fair Lady
Pit, Leycett. This cottage was the last place they lived and was
situated opposite the Minnie Pit. (In 1996, I retrieved an old
brick from the outhouse of this cottage for a keepsake before it
was completely demolished).
There was a story which Gran told us of how Thomas had stood
in for a fighting contest; the original fighter had failed to turn
up. He was up against the best contender in his village and
apparently he fought a good fight and acquitted himself very well
even though he was of small stature. He had a reputation for
being a hard worker and did hair cutting in his spare time.
On 21 January 1880, Thomas was one of 62 killed in a gas
explosion down the mine at the Fair Lady pit, Leycett, where
he worked for the Madeley Colliery Company. Gran Cross said
Thomas was starting a new seam on that fatal day. He was only
27 years old when he died and was buried in Audley churchyard.
Reverend Pauli conducted the burial service at St. James
Church, Audley.
My Gran was again left a widow and she told us of the hard
times and the only parish relief given in those days was known
as ‘the parish shilling’.
My Gran was born in 1836. Imagine this would have been
around the times of ‘Cowboys and Indians’ in America! When
she died in 1921, I can remember my Gran being laid out in our
front parlour which was the way of things in those days.
More stories to follow in later issues, hope you enjoyed this one.
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Another A
Success for
Rons team!

Santa’s Grotto. This was decorated for
Santa and his Elves by Sue Harrison
and her helpers, having a wintry display
complete with lights and a model of
our own ‘Audley’ village. Not forgetting
seating for waiting parents.

Audley Community
Centre Christmas Market

Dot Bourne purchased some model
wooden shops and houses, then took
shop front pictures of the local shops
from Google maps and after printing
them off, glued them on to the model
shops making a realistic local village.
They looked really good, with all the
participating shops sponsoring their
own businesses. Clever girl.
Having chosen the same date, they
purposely chose a later start time to
enable people to attend the Methodist
Chapel event in the morning and then
come to the Christmas Market between
2pm and 8pm to finish off an exciting,
eventful day for the village.
This was also an excuse to put lights
up and down the drive and around the
Community Centre.

We have to say congratulations to
Community Centre Chairman Ron
Bourne and his team for providing
our village with a fantastic Christmas
Market.
On the 17th of November 2012 Audley
& District Community Centre held its
Christmas Market at their Community
Centre.
The weather was very kind to
the organisers and the team started
at around 8am setting up the two
marquees needed for the event.
A very big thank you must also go to
the members of The Rotary Club of
Audley and St. James’ Church who
provided volunteers to help erect the
marquees in double quick time.
The smallest of these was used for

There were many stalls both inside the
Centre and outside on the car park and
the event was so well supported by
many of the village shoppers.
Santa’s Grotto did extremely well with
147 children visiting Santa and all were
given a present of their relevant gender
and age group. All for £2.50.
This is a good time to say that all
Santa’s presents were purchased by the
Community Centre for the children, but
most of all the other presents and items
on sale had been kindly donated to the
Centre.
Throughout the year the Community
Centre voluntary team sort out goods
for Easter and Christmas and wrap
them in different coloured paper to
denote gender and age, storing them

for future events.
Already they have started for
Christmas 2013! with “items” donated
so when you’re having a clear out,
please don’t forget them.
All you need to do is contact Ron on
07946 734008.
As usual, anything not sold on
their Wednesday coffee mornings or
kept back from Christmas goes to the
various charity shops in the area.
The success on the day has enable us
to continue to sponsor our youth club
and other future events for the local
children and young people. Making all
the hard work of the Community Team,
worthwhile.
Audley Brass Band opened the event
at 2pm with a selection of carols and
Christmassy music and at 3pm we
were entertained by the Audley Ladies
Choir.
4pm was the turn of some members
of the Alsager “Can’t Sing Choir” of
which Ron is a member and those of
you who know him would agree that
when singing with them he is in his
‘rightful’ place.
At 6pm and in the dark, the Audley
Ladies Choir once again performed
for the people who attended, with
their special excellent singing and
to wind down what had been a most
rewarding day for all of the visitors at
the Christmas Market.
Chairman Ron Bourne wishes to thank
all who were involved in making this
such a special day, in particular Santa
for starting his world journey early at
the village of Audley and for answering
the many letters that were left for him
in his special box at the Community
Centre.
Well done Ron and his team.

Audley Christmas Street Market 2013
The subject of the 2013 Audley Village Christmas Street Market has raised its head as interest has been shown by local
businesses and voluntary groups. It is proposed that on Saturday November 30th 2013 an open air market will take place in
the centre of the village. It is hoped that it will include as many voluntary groups as possible to help make it a success. For
further information please contact Ron Bourne on 07946734008 or call in to the Community Centre on the Wednesday coffee
morning.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Mothers’ Union 2013

Mothers’ Union would like to wish everyone a very Happy and
Peaceful Year for 2013.
Thanks to all who placed a tree in Church for the Festival.
We had many positive comments both verbal and also in
the visitors book. We appreciate how much time and effort
everyone put in to make their trees look very special, and
how fortunate it was that it was a festival rather than a
competition as it would have been impossible to choose
between them all. The Sing-along was well supported and

much enjoyed by all. Those who came did their best to eat
their way through the mince pie and cake mountain they
found in the church hall afterwards.
WELL DONE EVERYONE!
Mothers’ Union is open to all, male and female, married,
single or divorced. It would be impossible to give an individual
invitation to each of you, so please take it that this is a
personal invitation to You.
Our meetings for the next few months are as follows:
21th Feb. Mr. D. Beckett “Audley Then and Now”
21st March. Rev. M. Eaton, Minister in charge of Audley
Methodist Church.
18th April. Spring Special (The Seeds We Sow)
16th June. Mrs. L. Knight. Mothers’ Union Parenting
Facilitator. This will be of particular interest to anyone with a
family.
All meetings are in the Church Hall at 7-15pm.
Whilst we are doing all this we continue to hold our regular
Friday morning “Coffee Time and Book and Bric-a-brac sale”
every week from 10am till 12noon in the Church Hall. We
would love to welcome you for a drink and a chat.
Please call in sometime. You will find good quality books
and other items all at below charity shop prices.
Contact numbers; Dorothy 721576, Annette 721058

...what your local independent
travel expert has to offer

Contact us for:
• flights and hotels

• cruisesExpert
and ski holidays
Talk to your Independent Travel
for:

• holiday packages
• flights and hotels
• tailor made itineraries
• cruises and ski holidays
• tickets and attractions
• holiday
• shortpackages
breaks and trips
• tailor
madeparking
itineraries
• airport
and car hire
• tickets
and attractions
• financial
protection
• short breaks and trips
We provide:
• airport parking and car hire
unlimited
choice
• financial
protection
unbiased advice
unrivalled service
exceptional value

We provide:
unlimited choice
unbiased advice
unrivalled service
Contact:

Richard Selman

Telephone:

07761 753018

Email:

Telephone:
richard.selman@independenttravelexperts.co.uk

Contact:

Email:

Independent Travel Experts act as retail agent on behalf
of ATOL holders.		A credit card charge may apply.

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am, 5.00pm and 7.00pm
Tel: Lisa
07931 337880
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Proposed Opencast At Great Oak.
Once again there is a possibility of
the Parish of Audley and surounding
villages being disrupted by more than
60 lorries a day carrying coal, as plant
and machinery may be brought into one
of our village beauty spots for the need
of a few tons of coal.
UK Coal is considering to apply for

planning permision to extract by means
of an opencast 450.000 tonnes of coal
from the Great Oak site in Bignall End.
A prime example as to what to expect
was seen at Bateswood in Halmer End
during the 1970s when they blitzed
the countryside in aid of coal. There
seems to be only one winner in these

situations and we all know who they
are and it’s never the local community
despite all the promises.
On page 9 is a proposed map of the
area around Diglake Bignall End, which
may be opencasted and a report of
what may or may not happen can be
read below.

UK Coal Surface Mining has identified
a site, referred to as “Great Oak”,
on land between Bignall End and the
A500,which is identified on the site
plan.
The Great Oak site is 80 hectares in
size and would recover up to 450,000
tonnes of coal. All coal would leave the
site via Jamage Road and Talke Road
and the active coaling period for the site
would be around 15 months.
Total site operations from initial site
preparation through to sympathetic
restoration and a return to agriculture
land is estimated to be just over 2
years.

support a full planning application. It is
hoped that a formal planning application
for the site will be submitted in 2013.
They understand that talking to the
wider community plays a very important
part of the emerging proposal for a
scheme such as this and as part of this
process they have written to inform
all local Councillors and Members of
Parliament of their proposal for the site.

feedback from the local community.
They are committed to engaging with
the community at this early stage and
reflecting these views in the plan that
they submit.

At present they are undertaking a
preliminary scoping exercise with
Staffordshire County Council, other local
stakeholders and statuary consultees, in
order to establish the extent and nature
of information that will be required to

Going forward, they gathered the views
of the local community through a
series of public engagement activities
including exhibitions and site visits
during the early part of February. These
were held in Bignall End, Butt Lane and
Red Street.
These informal events were vital to
them delivering a good project and were
designed to introduce the project team,
explain the proposals, answer questions
and provide clarification and obtain

They are at an early stage in their
proposal for the Great Oak site and
much work needs to be done.
As their proposals move forward
through the planning system they
look forward to speaking with the
communities further on this subject.
For further information go to:
www.surface-mining-uk coal.com
Information can also be found on the
Audley Community News Facebook
page.
Or contact your local County, Borough or
Parish Councillor.

CAGOO

(Campaign Against Great Oak Opencast)
Two meetings were held on the 29th January in the Boughey
Arms, Public House, Audley on behalf of the residents of the
Parish of Audley, Bignall End, Chesterton, Wood Lane, Talke,
Kidsgrove, Red Street and surrounding areas who may be
affected by the opencast. They also represented the local
Neighbourhood Watch group, Save Our Green Spaces and
Consultation for New Mine at Great Oak, Bignall End.
Present at the meetings were local residents, Parish,
Borough and County councillors.
The meetings were opened by Claire Hansbury who gave
a quick synopsis of why the meetings had been held. She
produced letters she had written and replies she had received
from local MP Paul Farrelly, who strongly supports the
Campaign Against Great Oak Opencast.
A number of issues were raised including the following:
Would there be any local people employed at the site?
Concern over the size of vehicles driving on our local roads.
Working hours and maintenance outside those hours.
Noise and air pollution, blasting and vibration.

The sensitivity of the site was also discussed which includes:
The fact that there are still remains of bodies buried there
from the Diglake Colliery disaster over a century ago.
The negative effect on nature and wild life.
Loss of amenities for local walkers and bridle paths.
The time limits and amount to be mined.
Another major issue was the Wedgwood Monument and the
adjoining reservoirs.
Also the current Greenfield area becoming Brownfield once
mined and concerns about what may or may not be built on
this land.
If you wish to find out more please contact one of the below:
Contacts for CAGOO
Claire Hansbury: telephone 07792221351
www.facebook/ClaireHansburyHansburyHolistics
Email: clairehansbury1@hotmail.co.uk
or
Dawn Dobson: telephone 07921450599
www.facebook.com/dawn.dobson1
Email: ddobson1959@hotmail.com

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Great Oak proposed Opencast map.

Audley Male Voice Choir 2013
2012 finished with a flurry as the
choir performed ‘festive’ concerts at
Madeley and Audley; which successfully
raised ‘funds’ for Knighton Village
Hall Restoration Fund and Audley
Methodist Chapel respectively; and we
had confirmation that our annual ‘Gala
Charity Concert’, held at the Victoria Hall
in October, had raised some £3,000
for the Donna Louise Trust and North
Staffordshire Heart Committee.
Once into the New Year, the choir
was quickly into rehearsing new pieces
for the forthcoming ‘season’ with our
Annual Dinner, held at the Broughton
Arms on the 2nd February, providing
a welcome opportunity to relax and
socialise whilst still raising money for
charity via the raffle proceeds, plus a
matching amount donated by ‘DHL’,
which were presented to the Douglas
Macmillan Hospice.
There will be many of you wishing
and hoping that 2013 will see us all
moving towards a brighter future;
fortunately the choir is once again
able to look forward to having another

successful concert season with 10
concerts already booked and help to
raise many thousands of pounds for
local/regional charities and various
‘good causes’! If any local school (PTA)
fancies hosting a fund-raising concert
featuring the school’s own budding
musicians and/or singers as part of a
‘joint concert’ with the Audley choir;
please contact our Hon. Sec. Barry
James (Tel: 01782 721585)
We are especially pleased that this
year, with our Musical Director, Philip
Broadhurst, now fully recovered after
his enforced absence due to illness
last year, we can resume our highly
successful series of ‘Celebrity Concerts’
at the Victoria Hall and continue our
tradition of introducing rising opera
‘stars’ from around the world to our
local audience! Many of them have
gone on to great international acclaim;
Bryn Terfel is one whom immediately
comes to mind!
This year’s ‘Celebrity Concert’
is on St. Patrick’s Day ( Sunday, March
17th ) at the Victoria Hall when our

featured rising ‘stars’ will be Kishani
Jayasinghe (Soprano) and Adriano
Graziani (Tenor).
Our illustrious patron, Ingrid
Surgenor, herself an internationally
acclaimed accompanist, will accompany
our guest artistes. With the choir also
performing some 16 pieces, including
several recent favourites, it promises
to be another great night out and, as
usual, tickets are selling fast! If you
haven’t booked your tickets yet; ring the
Victoria Hall Box Office on 0844 871
7649 now.
Finally; may we take this opportunity
to wish you all a happy 2013 and to
extend an invitation and warm welcome
to all male voice singers to come along
to one of our rehearsals in the Audley
Methodist Church Hall on Thursday
evenings at 7.30 pm. New members
are always welcome.
Further information, concert dates,
etc. can be obtained from our website
www.admvc.co.uk.
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Robinson
Crusoe
At the

Audley Theatre
I know someone who saw the Pantomime at Audley Theatre
on both Saturdays and they’re not even related to any
member of the cast! She thought it was THAT good. I did too.
Fortunately the bad weather did not disrupt the performances
and they all went ahead.
How often did you hear ‘Have you got tickets?’ or ‘ Have you
been?’ in the last few weeks? The show certainly gave talk
about the weather a run for its money!
We had heard about a backing track being used instead of
a live accompaniment and wondered how that was going to
work - no problem - it worked very well.
It is exciting when a show begins with members of the cast
appearing down the aisles to loud music and flashing lights!
What a great start!
As each character was introduced to the audience it became
clear, yet again, how much care and expertise goes into the
casting and then the dressing and directing of each one.
‘The Baddy’ (Davy Jones) was just perfect – what a stage
presence Anna has! We had to wait 20 minutes to see what
outfit ‘The Dame’ ( Mrs. Crusoe) would come on wearing –
show-stopping! and then each one more outrageous and
daring.
There were the usual bits: daft jokes; slap-stick; modern
references; audience participation; a fight; the pantomime
song; ‘it’s behind you’ opportunities; squirting water and, of
course, the Dame’s ad-libs.
There were some unusual bits: the ‘Eat it’ routine seemed to
have the audience mesmerised and the ‘What do you call?...’
routine was just too clever for us! The monster octopus was

a nice touch.
For me, there were several highlights: the ‘Bad Guys’, ‘In the
Navy’ and ‘I’ll go Sailing’ song&dance routines; the ‘Dirty
Dancing’ and ‘Grease’ homages and ALL of the solo songs.
And did you see the rag doll sitting in the sash belt of the
really stupid seaman? What a cute detail!
As always, the sets and scenery were effective and the music
and choreography a joy.
It was a most enjoyable experience. A group of talented
people worked very hard for a lot of weeks to bring fun and
laughter to their audiences and they succeeded.
They have our gratitude and congratulations.
A Focus on The Costume Department
This team’s job is to make sure that the performers on stage
for the productions at Audley Theatre have a costume to
match and enhance their character. For a play, the audience
also has to be transported to the correct period in time. The
costumes must survive movement, sometimes dancing or
fighting!
1940s ( Guys & Dolls), 1890s (Ladies in Retirement),
Dickensian (part of Spirit of Christmas), and of course,
Pantoland - some of the challenges for the team over the last
eight months! The work begins in the Wardrobe Department
with existing costumes being ‘tucked and tethered ‘ and
‘frilled and flounced’ to get the required look. Some
costumes have to be made from scratch. It’s all done with
skill and a good eye to great effect. Well done ladies!
Margaret Pointon.
Article photograph by : www.lauragarwood.co.uk

Audley Community News Travels Far
Nancy Brown was a member of staff ( and my colleague ) at
Ravensmead C P School in the late 50s. Whilst there she
was well recognised as a talented pianist.
Leaving Audley in the early 60s, Nancy emigrated to be with
her sister in Canada. She later married - another musician –
and moved to Vancouver Island where she still lives.
She and her late husband made a life dedicated to the
teaching of music. Nancy gave recitals as a classical concert
pianist and as an accompanist to solo artists.

Nancy has never forgotten her life in Staffordshire. Copies of
Audley Community News have been posted to Canada since it
all started! Her latest comments were:
“ I hope the Community News will be available for many years
to come. I would certainly miss my news from Audley. The
magazine is very interesting and well designed. I liked the
front cover art work by Charlotte Spencer”. Yes, the ACN is
really appreciated abroad. ACN would like to thank Nancy for
the donation she has sent to the magazine.
Freda Taylor

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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St. James Audley Confirmation Service.

A wonderful confirmation service was held on Sunday 4th
November 2012 at St. James’ Church Audley, which was led by
the Right Reverend Jonathan Gledhill, Bishop of Lichfield.
The service was well attended and there were 9 candidates
who were confirmed (Alison Cornes, Julia Cornes, Brian
Hockenhull, Chantelle Smith, Nathan Chatterton, Mike Mountfield,
Hannah Lowe, Rob Lowe and Becky Bell) - see picture above.
Confirmation is a service where those who have been baptised
affirm their faith and are officially received into the Church of
England and thereby now able to take Holy Communion.
This year’s confirmation service will take place on November
3rd 2013 and anyone interested in finding out more about the
Christian faith can come along to the confirmation classes that
are run in the early autumn.
For more information please contact Rev. Kip Chelashaw at:
kchelashaw@yahoo.com

Richard Heathcote School

A Charity event at the school in December 2012 helped
to raise £125 for the Douglas Macmillan Hospice.
Thank you for your support.
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Barnum & Bailey’s Circus (Audley & District Family History Society)
Barnum & Bailey’s “Greatest Show on Earth” circus left the United States in 1897 for a 5 year European tour, in which Stokeon-Trent would play a significant part.
In order for the tour to take place, more than 60 items of rolling stock (railway carriages, vans and flat wagons) had to be
specially constructed. The task was undertaken by William Renshaw at his Phoenix Engineering Works in Garner Street, Cliffe
Vale, Etruria.
The tour commenced in December 1897 in London. It took 4 trains, each of around 15 items of rolling stock, to convey the
circus personnel, animals and equipment around England and Scotland. In November 1898 the circus returned to Cliffe Vale
where winter quarters had been erected on land adjacent to the Phoenix Works. The rolling stock was stored in the extensive
railway sidings at Cliffe Vale.
At the end of December the next tour of England, Scotland and Wales commenced. It ended in November 1899 and the
circus returned again to Cliffe Vale for a winter break. In March 1900 the circus departed for the next stage of the tour in
Germany, taking with them the entire rolling stock by steamer across the Channel to Hamburg.
The rolling stock was returned to England after the tour and then used again from 1903-1906 by the Buffalo Bill Wild West
Show which toured Europe.
In 1908 the stock was disposed of. It is recorded that some items were purchased by Chatterley Whitfield Colliery for
transporting miners, but one carriage ended its life in a most unlikely spot, as a shed at Rye Hills Farm!
Unfortunately, it is not known how it came to rest there. Benjamin Griggs was at Rye Hills farm in 1908, followed by Thomas
Mainwaring about 1915.
The photo on the right, courtesy of Mrs.
Sheila Johnson, was taken around 1936 and shows
the railway carriage behind her grandmother, Mrs.
Martha Ellen Mainwaring, who is feeding the hens.
The other photograph right below shows
how it would have looked when built by Renshaw’s.
Sadly, the carriage was dismantled when the
current bungalow at Rye Hills farm was built.
********************************
Audley & District Family History Society
The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall:
Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2.00pm-4.00pm on the first
Wednesday in every month.
Talks 7.30pm-9.00pm on first Friday in March/
May/July/September/November 2013
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist

MINNIE PIT DISASTER CENTENARY APPEAL

The Society is planning to publish a book in January 2018 to coincide with the centenary of the Minnie Pit Disaster of 12
January 1918. It will be in memory of the 155 miners and 1 rescuer who lost their lives in the disaster. Can you help?
The Society requires information and most importantly, photographs of the victims. Please contact the Society if you can help.
All photographs will be copied and returned to owners as soon as possible but if you have internet access the easiest method
would be to e-mail scanned copies to the Society, along with any information, to the above e-mail address.
See website for full details.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Bereavments

Marian Jervis
Marian Jervis aged 87 years sadly
passed away at the University Hospital
of North Staffs after a short illness.
Marian of Ravens Lane Bignall End,
was the wife of the late Frank Jervis.
She had lived most of her life in the
Audley and Bignall End area and for
the past 48 years had resided in
Ravens Lane. Marian’s greatest joy
was to have her family around her.
She was blessed with two loving sons, Steve and Martin,
six grandchildren and six great-grand-children, all of whom
adored her dearly. Marian and future husband Frank met at
the local church Youth Club and became sweethearts, which
was interrupted when in 1944 he was called up to the armed
forces, where he was part of the D Day landing in Normandy.
Frank left the army and he married Marian in 1948.

HORNE BROTHERS
Dennis Cartledge
When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne - R. Horne
Contact on the following number :
01782 720719

Both Marian and Frank became heavily involved with the
local amateur dramatic society, which included being part of
the Unknown Society, a then local group of performers from
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service
the parish. In a recent issue of this magazine we wrote an
Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
article about the Unknown Society, with the much needed help
Telephone: 01782 720719
of Marian, who not only provided us with details, she also had
Email: mark@denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk
many photographs which she allowed us to use.
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk
The Jervis family are also very well known and respected
on the local and Staffordshire Cricket scene. Marian loved
nothing more than sitting on the boundary rope and watching Derek Griffiths
a game of cricket. Marian also became renowned for the
Sadly on November 25th 2012, Derek aged 73 passed away
quality of her teas throughout the years at the cricket matches. at his home in Wood Lane. Derek was the dearly beloved
husband of Sylvia, a loving father to Sharon, Tracey and Neil
The funeral was held on the 15th January 2013 at the
and an adored grandad and great grandad.
Bradwell Crematorium. All donations went to the Donna
Derek was born at Dunkirk and he was one of 10 children.
Louise Trust. Marian will be sadly missed by her family and all As a young boy he and his family moved to live in Bignall
who knew her.
End and he attended the local Ravens Lane and Wood Lane
Please accept our condolences.
Primary schools before moving up to senior school in Halmer
End. He met his future wife Sylvia there who was a pupil in
the same class and they were married in 1961.
Lesley Grimes (nee Cliff)
During Derek’s working life he had various employment,
Suddenly but peacefully on November 13th 2012 at the
working in the local mines, footrails, saw mills and also
University Hospital of North Staffordshire, Lesley aged 54 of
for a number of years he worked for local farmer Charlie
Bignall End sadly passed away.
Hollinshead. All his life his one main aim was to provide for
Lesley was the much loved wife of Michael, loving mother
his family which he cherished.
of Simon and Ellen and devoted nanna to Isaac and Isla.
Derek was a very popular guy throughout the parish where
Lesley had been a member of the amateur dramatics
society at the Audley Theatre for a number of years and could he had lived all his life. There would always be a smile and a
joke when you met Derek, just a lovely man.
often be seen in their productions.
A fitting tribute was shown at his funeral which was held at
Her funeral service was held at the Audley Methodist
Bradwell Crematorium on Thursday 6th December 2012 with
Church on Friday November 23rd and followed by cremation
a packed congregation, standing room only.
at Bradwell Crematorium. All donations were sent to Audley
During the service there were 2 readings by members of
First Responders,
his family, Thelma his sister-in-law and his granddaughter
Lesley will be greatly missed by all her extended family
Rebecca who spoke of their love for him.
and her many friends. Please accept our condolences.
All donations were sent to the British Heart Foundation.
The newsletter wishes to extend their condolences to his
To place a tribute please contact the Editor, details on
family and friends at this sad time.
page 3.
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Mary and Molly can be seen sitting at the rear of this picture
with some of the children and close family who attended their
classes.
At 75 and 83 years of age respectively, Mary Reeves and
Molly Hulse can boast, although that would be the wrong
word, some 60 odd years of working with children and young
people. From their beginnings as Sunday school teachers
through youth club activity and finally, with the little ones who
visited “Tots and Co” they have given much of their lives to
the children and young people of Bignall End and Audley.
All their work has been done at the Methodist church in
Old Road, Bignall End and sadly, it was in the hall there just
before Christmas the play group closed. It had only three
children turning up each Monday and so, for all kinds of
reasons, it was not worthwhile for Mary and Molly to continue
with it. It would be surprising if, in so many years the ladies
had not observed many changes in the whole situation. In the
children themselves the biggest single difference they point

to lies between the attitude of young ones now and the way
they were twenty or thirty years ago. Today’s “little treasures”
are far more outgoing. They are far more independent and do
not cling so tightly to Mum or Grandma. When Santa Claus
visits the group there are now very few children who are
afraid to approach him and talk to him. As a sign of our times
the number of mothers bringing children is very small. In
this age when grandparents are called upon more and more
for help in minding children it is usually Grandma who brings
her little one along. One child stands out in their memories.
She immediately impressed them by her “colourful” language
which she was prone to use at every opportunity. Over a
period of time her language sweetened, her brother, who was
also something of a handful, mellowed and the culmination
of the process was that they ended up by regularly saying
prayers before their meals. The two “M’s” must have proved
a powerful influence.
The playgroup has had to close. Numbers have dwindled
over the past year or two and the major cause, of course,
is the statutory nursery provision for children at the age of
three. Formally, Mary and Molly could expect some thirty or
so children to come through the doors on a Monday and to
do so until they entered school at five years old. It is sad to
see such a well organised and kindly institution disappear but
it is inevitable. Molly and Mary will, however, continue their
association with children through the group which meets as a
part of the Sunday worship each week.
Speaking to these two ladies causes one to realise that
we have amongst us our own silent and non-self-seeking
heroines. They have given so very much time over so many
years for no reward, save that of being in the company of
small children, something which they love. We can only hope
that they may continue for a long time to come for they are
owed so much.
A Friend.

Dear Editor.
I’m a 14 year old teenager from the village and I believe that
there seems to be very few opportunities for casual work for
young teenagers of my age around our village.
As a teenager myself I do understand the importance of
money and I therefore think our local businesses should be
prepared to give us an opportunity to work, when work is
available.
I was wondering if at all possible if you could make an
appeal in your magazine for any available work for my age
group. The only work at the present time seems to be paper
rounds and most of these are taken. I do agree in finding
myself a part time job, this will make me value money and the
need to work in the future. Maybe you can print a list in your
future magazines with work available throughout our parish.
Jamie.
Reply from the Editor.
I feel this young man deserves some luck so is there anyone
out their who can find him a part time job, he seems a very
keen young man. If anyone has a position for work please
contact the Editor.

Dear Editor
I wish to once again highlight the problem of dogs fouling
our pavements throughout our parish streets. It seems that
a certain few of our local irresponsible dog owners have no
respect at all for the people who walk our streets.
Over the past few months I have noticed an increase in the
amount of dog excrement being left on our pavements for the
children on their way to school and the general public to walk
through. This is a disgusting, bad habit and is also a health
risk to the youngsters who pick up the excrement on their
shoes.
I do realise most of the local dog owners do pick the
excrement up and take it back to their homes or use the bins
provided and this is in no way to tar them all the same.
This problem has been with us for many years and it
seems when the winter months are with us this problem
increases.
Maybe its time to do the decent thing and take your dog
waste home, or if anyone sees it happening, let’s start and
report the offender.
Keep it off my shoes.

Many Years of Service

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Halmer End Methodist Church
and Friends
Operation Christmas Child.

Just a few of the boxes collected.
Halmer End Methodist Church and Friends became involved
with the shoebox appeal “Operation Christmas Child” about
ten years ago and it has become an annual event within the
church, well supported by friends of the church (including
staff from the Beth Johnson Foundation www.bif.org.uk) and
church members who collect and donate suitable items all
year round.
We collect shoebox contents all year round and as we have
delivered our boxes to the collection depot in Burton-uponTrent we begin collecting again. We have a regular supply of
hand knitted hats, scarves and mittens from a devoted bunch
of knitters who are invaluable and when we and the friends
are out shopping we are always looking for bargains and
interesting items to put into the shoeboxes.
We buy flannels and launder them so they are nice and
soft and other toiletries such as toothbrushes, soap, brushes
and combs are regularly donated along with small toys and
games.
Halmer End Methodist Church is like one of the collection
depots; we collect donated goods, gifts, toys etc. but make up

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737
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all of our boxes from scratch.
We are a small band of people, some of whom have
volunteered at collection sites based at the old Severn Trent
building in Burslem and at Burton-upon-Trent. We have seen
what happens in these collection depots i.e. where filled
shoeboxes have been collected from schools, churches, work
places and other drop off centres and we have helped to
check these boxes and ensure they are filled with appropriate
items.
The experience was of great benefit to us as we realised
that what we were putting into our boxes was spot on and
good quality. The Burton collection depot realised the quality
of our filled boxes immediately and as a result they do not
want to check our boxes and we can seal them up, which
obviously saves them a lot of time and trouble. We also know
that the next people to open our boxes will be the children.
The following is a list of items that will be included in each
shoebox dependent upon age and if it’s a boy or girl: hat,
scarf and gloves, drawing book, paper or notebook, pencil or
wax crayons, pencil case, ruler, pencil sharpener, rubber, biro,
flannel, soap, toothbrush and paste, brush or comb, tissues,
hair band and or bobbles, small cuddly toy, small game and/
or toy, doll and sweets.
It’s amazing how much you can cram into an average size
shoebox, but we are careful to fill boxes with appropriate
items for the age groups. We make sure items have the
CE quality symbol too which unfortunately rules out knitted
stuffed toys.
When we first started to support the Operation Christmas
Child Shoebox Appeal a decade or so ago we filled about
35 boxes; this year we filled 190 with all the contents listed
above, all of which were transported to the collection depot
in Burton-upon-Trent and from there to Belarus. Halmer End
Methodist Church and friends would like to thank all who
donated gifts and money which enabled us to fill the 190
boxes and also make a reasonable donation towards the
transportation costs to Belarus. We are confident that there
were 190 happy children in Belarus in December 2012.
Ann Moore and Ann Smith
From the Beth Johnson Foundation.
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Audley Rural Parish Council
Activities of the Parish Council
The Parish of Audley is the largest in area in the District of Newcastle-under-Lyme, covering some 2717 hectares. The
Parish has a population of around 8000 and comprises 7 distinctly separate villages and many small hamlets. Audley Rural
Parish Council is a statutory elected local authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping in close and regular
contact with its electorate and provides a focus for voluntary organisations in the area. The Parish Council comprises of three
wards: Audley, Bignall End and Halmer End which are represented by a total of 15 councillors, who volunteer their time on an
unpaid basis:
Audley Ward
Bignall End
Parish Councillor Mr. D Cornes
Councillor	Mrs. C D Cornes
Parish Councillor Mrs. V Pearson **
Councillor	Mrs. A Beech
Parish Councillor Mrs. B Kinnersley
Councillor	Mr. A Wemyss
Parish Councillor Mr. P J Morgan
Parish Councillor Mr. H Proctor *
		
Parish Councillor Mr. M Dolman
		
Parish Councillor Mr. N Blackwood
*Chair of the Parish Council
**Vice Chair of the Parish Council

Halmer End
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor
Parish Councillor

Mr. E Durber
Mr. T Sproston
Mr. C C Cooper
Mrs. K Davison
Mr. P Breuer

POWERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
From December 2012, the Parish Council will have greater powers to do things under the General Power of Competence in the
Localism Act 2011. There is an annual budget of £46k, which is raised through the Council Tax (precept) plus a contribution
from the Borough Council, which is used to provide and maintain a number of things across the Parish such as:
Bus shelters / 2 car parks / 2 war memorials / 8 notice boards / 8 playing fields and play areas / 75
seats across the Parish / Footpaths within land in the ownership of the Parish Council / Bowling Clubs
/ 80 allotment plots / 2 wildlife areas

When necessary, the Parish Council also work with a number of partners to address issues raised which are outside of their
control such as the village centre car parks and parking issues and anti-social behaviour.
MORE INFORMATION
More detailed information on what has been achieved over the last year or so can be obtained from the Annual Report 2011/12
or by looking through the minutes from every meeting on the Parish Council’s website.
You can visit our website at anytime http://audleyparishcouncil.org or visit the 8 noticeboards across the Parish for more info,
agendas and minutes.
You can contact Mrs. C Withington, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone:  07901 692414 Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk
Post: Lyngarth, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs, ST7 8HU
We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to the
Parish. Members of the public are welcome to attend any meeting of the Council. We usually meet on the 3rd Thursday of
every month at 7pm, at venues located around the Parish – please see the noticeboards and the website for the exact details.
Residents are able to address the council during the public participation session.
Parish Council Public surgeries on a 1-2-1 basis with a Parish Councillor will now be held from January 2013 at 6.30pm
to 7pm, finishing just prior to the start of every Council meeting. Additionally there are now Police/Parish liaison surgeries
available on the first Wednesday of every month from 9.00am at Audley Community Centre, Castle Hill – visit http://www.
staffordshire.police.uk/local_policing/newcastle/audley/ for more information.
USEFUL CONTACTS
Staffordshire Police – Non Emergency Number is 101 – please report ALL crimes seen or after, as this helps to target Police
resources in the area appropriately.In an emergency dial 999
Staffordshire County Council – 0300 111 8000 for Libraries, Social Services, Schools, Street lights, pot holes, standing water
or highway matters Newcastle Under Lyme Borough Council – 01782 717717 for Leisure centres, Cemeteries, Bins, Council
Tax, Business Tax, Planning matters. Streetscene should be contacted to report all litter, fly tipping, dog waste issues etc01782 742500
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The Rotary Club of Audley
The Rotary Club have had a very busy, but successful
Christmas and New Year.
Yet again, the villages in our area have been wonderfully
generous.
The Santa collections raised a marvellous £4,400. These
donations will be used to fund our various charity projects
during the year and helps us to be able to respond quickly to
new, urgent needs. Thanks also to our many Rotary friends
who helped with collections and in particular our drivers.
The ‘Tree of Light’ has raised approximately £650
for the Donna Louise Trust. From all of the Rotary Club, a
very big ‘thank-you’ to all the people in our community who
contributed so much. With the current economic climate,
your generosity is particularly remarkable.
A number of Rotarians and friends also took part in a walk
along the Sandstone Trail from Frodsham to Whitchurch and
raised approximately £1,000. The money raised will be
donated to the Chilli Children’s Trust. The Chilli Children’s
Trust is a small Christian charity working to improve the
lives of thousands of children in Uganda, Africa. It helps
orphaned and disabled children in 4 districts at the very South
Western end of Uganda, bordering Rwanda and Dr. Congo.
Their website can be found at :https://sites.google.com/site/
chillichildren/home
We also provided stewards for the annual Rotary Fireworks
display at Tretham Gardens. This event is oganised by
Trentham Gardens in association with local Rotary clubs and

this year raised £4,000. This money will be split between
the Donna Louise Trust and Lifestraw. Lifestraw is a portable
water filter that effectively removes all bacteria and parasites
responsible for causing common diarrhoeal diseases.
It requires no electrical power or spare parts and can be
carried around for easy access to safe and clean water. Used
in the third-world, these devices can provide clean, drinkable,
water where it is otherwise unavailable.
We continue to work with the local community and are
supporting many local organisations. Now that the schools
are back after the Christmas break, we will be working closely
with the primary and secondary schools.
On the social side, we all enjoyed our Christmas meal at the
Butchers Arms and we have had some interesting speakers
over the last few months. The Audley Rotary team are also
through to the next round of the District Quiz competition.
The club is actively looking for new members to join us in our
social and charitable activities. If you are interested and want
to know more, contact us on one of the numbers below.
Finally I wish to take this opportunity to wish the people of the
parish a Very Happy New Year.
Rotary contacts
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782 721483
neilginnis@atosorigin.com)
Secretary: David Royle (01782 750668 lowe.royle@
mscable.com)
Website: http://www.audley.net/rotary
Neil Ginnis.

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List

SENIOR
CITIZENS

10%

DISCOUNT

Hair Cut.
Kids.
OAP.
Back & Sides.
Grade all over.
Wash & Cut.
Beard Trim.

£7.00
£6.50
£5.00
£4.00
£4.00
£8.50
£1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

cake
late Cheese

Choco
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Stoke on Trent ST7 8PY
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www.puritybyandreajayne.co.uk
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Poems from our readers.

UNREQUITED LOVE

This week I read a story of unrequited love
Of a struggle with rejection so hard to rise above.
A fun lass in an office caught a young man’s eye
Their chemistry seemed instant to all who worked nearby.
She possesses natural beauty, long hair and sparkling eyes
A smile to melt an iceberg to weaken any guy.
In each other’s company there has shone a burning light
Like a candle in the darkness awakening the night.
They would make a lovely couple everyone’s agreed
But the lass has got a boyfriend fuelling gossip feed.
Then at the Christmas party they shared a warm embrace
Now every waking hour he sees the image of her face.
Quite clearly he’s besotted but can never win her heart
At best they may remain good friends whilst always being apart.
She says she loves him like a brother which has cut him to the quik
An insult to his ego, a wound for him to lick.
Friends try to lift his spirits, they say all will be fine
In time a girl will be his own, his one true valentine.
Derrick Bate

A Pleaseant Walk Around Audley
Please can we have our footpaths back,
Or law enforcement we’ll have to sack.
Around Audley you’ll struggle to use your feet,
Where on earth can Police even walk the beat?
The phrase once was ‘Keep death off the road’,
So drive on the footpath that’s our new code.
Your wheelchairs and prams will have to give way,
As white van man is parked there all day.
So next time you decide around Audley to walk,
Just stay on the road and leave room for the dork.
The next time you go out just take the car,
Then walking around Audley it’s safer by far.
Just a short footnote, the already crazy parking situation
in our small village is further exasperated by the recent
explosion in large commercial vehicles being parked outside
people’s houses instead of their place of work. A great deal
of parking space would be freed up if these huge company
vehicles were kept at the place where they are owned and
insured. A concerned pedestrian.

Audley Male Voice Choir
Forthcoming Concerts 2013

Sunday March 17th - Celebrity Concert - Victoria Hall Hanley
(Kishani Jayasinghe and Adriano Graziani)
Saturday April 13th - Holy Trinity Church, Chesterton
Thursday May 9th - Goostrey Village Hall
Saturday May 11th - Wolstanton United Reform Church

Audley Community News

Leaving the workplace
The empty drawers, the vacant chair
The silent phone, a desk laid bare
All now erased from his PC
Leaving just a fading memory.
Much travelled once his briefcase lies
Idle like his unused ties.
Pass card and keys not now in need
A mileage claim the final deed.
Ahead the future seems unclear
Pastimes replace a life’s career
Aside from tasks of DIY
Adventure begs new things to try.
There now is time for so much more
Daytime treats and walks galore
But the body dictates one must slow down
More relaxed take the bus to town.
Working colleagues stay in touch
Invited out but not so much
Yesterday’s man has much less stress
With fewer problems to address.
Derrick Bate.

Echo From The Cross
Torn shredded body, corpse designed with metal pins,
Absorbing deepest pain while extracting worldly sins.
Splinters penetrate flesh where stretching so impales,
Hammer strikes so deep, embedding long jagged nails.
Body hangs quite limp, appearance left scantily clad,
Whispers passing sharp, edged with embroidery sad.
Emptiness reflects from eyes-open deep cloudy pools.
Brain burdens agony breaking all recognisable rules.
Shaped tree debarked, bulky emblem of a cross,
Carried by helpless Innocence, accepting our Great loss.
Souls searching spirits stripped, striving life’s duration,
Tempted targets lined before worlds infernal cremation.
Shadows haunt side by side, silhouettes with trio shaping,
Centre leading passion, projecting nails, secure rope raping.
Circle crown of thorns cause blood droplets fast to shed,
Powering force more to raise that pious head.
Kindness offered to quench thirst on held vinegar sponge,
Centurion stands now prepared-sword in hand to lunge.
Eyes face towards Heaven as final words now echo through,
“My Father, Please forgive them, for they know not what
they do”
Peter W. Hodgkins

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Close shave in aid of charity.

Audley Village

Barbers

‘GENTS’ Hair Dressing
Rates:
OAP.

£3.50 (Tue) or £4.50 (Mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00
Children from. £5.50
Congratulations to the Three Moustachears seen
above at the end of their Movember Charity challenge.
The challenge of not shaving during the month of November
was in aid of Awareness to Prostrate Cancer.
Left to right in the photograph can be seen Don Billington,
Paul Shaw (Landlord of the Swan Pub Bignall End ) and Gary
Higginson, who all helped to raise £238 which is now on its
way to the Movember campaign funds.
The trio wish to thank all who donated.

40 Years of growth then all
disappears for charity?
Christopher Jones of
Audley first started
to grow his beard
during the early part
of the 1970s, but he
is seen here pictured
on the left at the
Boughey Arms Public
house on the 30th
of November 2012,
ready to undergo the
removal of his beard,
all in aid of Prostrate
Cancer Awareness
MOVEMBER.
The charity
Prostrate Cancer
UK holds an annual event during November, that is called
MOVEMBER, when men are encouraged to grow a moustache
during the month, to raise money for the charity.
Christopher had already a full beard and moustache, but to
coincide with the event voluteered to have his first shave in
more than 40 years, with sponsorship in aid of the charity.
Christopher normally keeps his beard well groomed, but
decided to leave it untouched for 3 months before the event.

Clipper.

£5.00

Opening hours.
Monday 12 noon - 6pm
Tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

Thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

Telephone dan 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley
His son Gareth did the honours, using his
Wahi clippers, in stages, which helped to raise
over £500 for the charity.
On the night of the 30th at the Boughey Arms,
in addition to his local friends who gathered to see the event
take place, a couple from Lancashire whom he knew from
the 1970s also came down from their home in Middlewich
and three former colleagues from Liverpool, Stockport and
Frodsham, one of whom is currently receiving treatment for
Prostrate Cancer, to give their support.
Christopher chose to support Prostrate Cancer UK because
he had one Uncle die from Prostrate Cancer and has also
a cousin and a friend who have been diagnosed with the
disease. Prostrate Cancer kills one man every hour and the
number of men with the disease is rising at an alarming rate.

The Perfect Fit

Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to:
60 Church Street, Audley
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011
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Parish of Audley Medieval Society
4th Medieval and Community Fair
Saturday 20th April
Sunday 21st 2013

“CANCELLED”

Mini/Midi Skips
Builders Skips
Large Skips

NOW A

LOW COST
SKIP HIRE

ABLE
L
I
VA

GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD
DRIVE DIG OFF

Tel. 01782 561854

The Audley Medieval Society has cancelled its 4th Medieval
and Community Fair on the Millennium Green in Audley, due to
the lack of funding it has received for the event.
They wish to apologies for any inconvenience this may have
caused to people who have enquired about bookings and to all
the valued volunteers who had offered assistance at the event.
They have also assured us that the 2014 Parish of
Audley Medieval Event will go ahead and they look
forward to your support.
******************************************
Car Boot Sales are held on the 1st Saturday of each month
~ 8.00 A.M. to 11.30 with the exception of January and
September. Opens 7.30 A.M. for stall holders.
Cost of £7.00 inside including a table these need to be paid
for in advance, to reserve your space. ( 15 tables inside ) ~
outside £ 6.00 provide own table, please ring or e-mail to book
~ A full non-refundable payment is required in advance for all
inside bookings. Payment by cheque,or cash, sorry we DO
NOT have Pay pal. Thank You.
Held at :Audley and District Community Centre.
Nantwich Road. Stoke on Trent. ST7 8DH.
For more information or if you require a booking form please
contact Dawn Dobson who will be pleased to be of
assistance on 07921450599.

The Royal Antediluvian Order of
Buffaloes (R.A.O.B.)
North Staffs Province.

Advertisement? If you wish to advertise,
contact the Editor. Details are on page 3.
Next issue will be published in June 2013.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Gary Ford. Tel: 01782 622402 Mob: 07928661030

During this year, The RAOB and in particular the North Staffs
Province of which the Diglake (Audley) Lodge is part, have
nominated Orchid the Male cancer charity, along with the
Peter Pan Nursery for children with special needs and the
Listening Out Loud Foundation which helps ex-servicemen
re-adjust to civilian life as the main beneficiaries.
In addition to raising money we are aiming to make the
world’s largest patchwork quilt and to have it entered into
the Guinness Book of Records. With this in mind we are
looking for donations of 12 inch squares of knitted, crocheted
or fabric material together with a pound donation for every
square contributed.
All monies raised will go towards the chosen charities,
irrespective of whether or not we beat the current record
which is 250,000 squares. Any donation, small or large will
be gratefully received.
For further information or donations contact:
David Heath on 01782 722287.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Portal to Murder by Alison Lingwood
It cannot be often that the area of Podmore, Bateswood and
Scot Hay get mentioned on BBC Radio Stoke, nor a novel
based in the area, but that is what happened in November of
2012.
Alison Lingwood, a retired teacher and businesswoman
published her first book at the age of 60.
Portal to Murder is a murder mystery set in and around the
area of Staffordshire which for the last few years has been
home to her and her husband.
The novel revolves around a middle-aged spinster, Angela,
who is approached via the internet by an ex-school friend,
Kevin. He claims to be living in Canada and tells her about
his life, referring to shared memories of their childhood.
Angela decides that her day-to-day routine is too boring
to share with him and so she weaves a web of deceit based
on the life of somebody she knows. Gradually she becomes
more and more obsessed with the fiction she has created.
But Kevin too is not what he claims to be and the
relationship between the two of them, with its manipulation of
the social media, leads to death and destruction.
Portal to Murder is available from Amazon.co.uk in
paperback or on Kindle. Alison is now writing her second
novel, which she hopes to publish during 2013.

Girl’s U. 13s Newcastle
Cricket Development Group Team
The Newcastle Cricket Development Group are currently
working hard to promote Girls Cricket in our area and all
the local cricket clubs have been working closely together.
Audley Cricket Club are holding Under 13s Girl training
sessions on Monday evenings between 6pm - 7pm.
They are regularly getting 6 girls from local clubs who
are attending sessions but need more to enable entry into
the North Staffs Girls League (Hard ball pairs format).
Girls who play in the North Staffs League are STILL
eligible to play for their own club team. We as a
Development Group can, by working together, putting
aside club rivalry, sharing facilities and training make
this a success.
We could give other local Girls Teams some
competition and could lead to more clubs creating their
own girls team.
If your girls are unavailable to attend the indoor training
sessions, (Please contact Samantha Jones 07968 152
736) to register an interest in being part of the squad.
But if you want to have a go, then come along to the
Coaching Sessions.
Let’s try and work together to get this initiative off the
ground and give our girls more chances to gain experience
and to play cricket.
John Harrison & Samantha Jones.
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C. W. Mottram
Funeral Services Ltd
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and
Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 - New Number
07900492692 - 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
e-mail cmottramfunerals@aol.com

AUDLEY PARISH BOWLING CLUB
New Bowling season starting March 2013.
New members welcomed.
Whether your an experienced bowler or complete novice you
would be most welcome, we also are happy to give tuition. Male
or female, young or the more mature will be able to take part in
either social or competition bowling.
For further information contact one of the following:
Alan Durber - 01782 720488
Malcolm Wright - 01782 721576

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES
General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing
Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

For a Free quote please contact:
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858
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AUDLEY & DISTRICT WI NEWS JANUARY 2013
It seems a long time since Christmas, it is over far too quickly
for how many weeks it takes to prepare.
We all enjoyed our Christmas Party, roast turkey with all the
trimmings, choice of desserts, including a raspberry roulade
to die for, and which is worth an awful lot to a woman the
week before Christmas, being waited on and not a pot to
wash - brilliant! This was followed by a quiz and bingo.
Santa also left us a little pressie a week early.
Did anyone get to the church to see all the Christmas trees?
The groups in the village provided a decorated Christmas
tree applicable to their group. We had a picture of the queen
on top of our tree, as she is a member of Sandringham WI. I
often wonder if she attends a meeting. Ravensmead school
had a tree full of Christmas wishes, one wish I think was for
a crocodile, and one that touched me was a wish their mum
would give up smoking.
The service in church on 13th December, which I would
recommend, especially if you have children, to just enjoy an
evening of Christmas carols, songs, funny readings, and the
Nativity which they performed throughout the evening. Well
done to everyone in the Mothers Union, especially for the very
welcome cuppa and a mince pie, before the walk home.
We started our year well, we had to cancel our January

meeting until 7th February due to weather conditions,
fortunately our speakers can make February; we are having
talks from the police, re keeping safe, and a representative
from Victim Support.
On the 28th February we welcome Sue Moffat from
Borderlines at the New Vic Theatre to talk about a play she
has written called ‘All Our Daughters - Life Saving Theatre’.
Hopefully, some of us will be attending the Vic on the Monday
before to see the play.
On 28th March one of our members, Beryl Brindley, is giving
a talk on ‘Parchment Craft’ for anyone who wants to learn
about a little-known but very interesting craft.
The 25th April brings us ‘ National Solutions’ with Jennifer
Young. The month of May includes our AGM, then in June it’s
our Birthday Party.
Also this year in March our WI is hosting the Group Meeting,
where the WIs in our area get together, and our speaker will
be Janet Blake talking about ‘Blooming Knickers’. Say no
more!
If you need further information call me, Anne, on 721957 or
Glenis on 722009, or visit us in St. James’ Church Hall at
7pm for 7.15pm on the 4th Thursday of each month.

Nails by Olivia
OLIVIA CUNNINGHAM.

HEADMASTERS OF AUDLEY. CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY, ST7 8DA.

FOR AN APPOINTMENT. 07783 550883

NAILS BY OLIVIA
Olivia would like to offer a 20% discount on all Nail treatment
until the end of April 2013.
For more details and to make an appointment please
telephone her on:

O7783550883

An introduction to OLIVIA pictured above with a customer.
‘Headmasters of Audley’
Olivia Cunningham, is currently the apprentice working at
the salon training towards an N.V.Q Level 2 in hairdressing
under the stewardship of her father Tim, who is the owner
of ‘Headmasters of Church Street Audley’.
Alongside Olivia’s interest in the hairdressing profession,
she is now also a qualified Level 2 in Nail Treatments and
she specialises in Manicures and Gel Nails. So why not
come along and let Olivia, pamper your needs in comfort
and the luxury of the ‘Headmasters Hair and Nails Salon”.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Christian Viewpoint
Operation Christmas Child
Fill a Shoebox Appeal.

In 2001 we sent 56 boxes and last year
2012 we sent 390 boxes.
We were also able to send bags of lovely knitted blankets,
hats, scarves, gloves, baby clothes and lots of other beautiful
gifts.
So once again, thank you folk of the Audley District (Bignall
End, Alsager’s Bank, Halmer End), Ravensmead School and
organisations such as Scouts, Mothers’ Union and the WI for
all your generous efforts, leafleting, box decorating, donating,
knitting and loading boxes etc.
We also received donations amounting to £185.00. Also
a huge thanks to the “Drop off Points”, the churches, library,
health centre.
This year if you would like to help with the organisation of
this event, maybe you can leaflet drop or help with publicity,
internet skills, cover extra boxes or deal with the hundred
and one things “backstage” - we could really do with a bit of
extra help. To sign up - you might like to ring me on 01782
720352 for a bit more information.
Barbara Jones.
*********************************

From the Christian Viewpoint Team
We had a great (21st birthday) year and hope you enjoyed
coming to and taking part in some of the events that we
organised for you to enjoy like the C.C. Quiz, Lessons from
Life and the Craft Fair etc.
Our final event “The Christmas begins right here” morning
was a little unusual as we called it “Come and see the
Crafters Craft - and join in if you like”.
We hoped that it would be a good fun morning, a chance to
buy craft gifts but also to try your hand at jewellery making, or
Santa napkins, ceramic decorations, pin fair, face painting etc.
etc. Everyone who came had a kind of quiz Christmas card
and we hope you enjoyed checking your answers. Maybe
a surprise or two? We made it free for all who came in and
free for the stall holders too - as a kind of thank you for past
generosity.
It was a great success - watching kids (and adults)
learning to knit, painstakingly moulding ceramics, etc. Such
concentration and such a change from fiddling with mobile
phones!! We look forward to seeing you at our forthcoming
events - please watch this space.
Barbara Jones
For the CV Team.
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Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote Rd-, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.

GK MOTORSPORT
• Auto welding specialist.
• Brakes & clutches.
• Tuning for most
makes and models.
• MOT failures free
estimates.
• Pre MOT inspection.

Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

Kids Competition Issue 39
The Newsletter has received a number of donated prizes to
give out in our under 11s 2013 Easter Competition
to find the 10 hidden eggs in the magazine.
Find The 10 Hidden Eggs to Win A Prize.
The prizes will be given for the first 10 correct entries we
receive before the 1st of April 2013.
Please send your entry to the Editor ACN 23 Wood Street
Bignall End Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL
Please give age, a telephone number and your address.
Prizes must be collected. Prizes are numbered 1-10 and
include: Cycle Lamp Kits, Chocolates and Easter Eggs.
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Nature on a Busy Street.
Margarets Garden.

Val Pearson on a summers day in Margarets Garden
In July 2000 judges from Holland and
Canada walked round Audley. They
were assessing it for an award from the
World in Bloom Challenge. Flowers,
originality, tidiness were all important
but green initiatives, recycling,
community leadership and local spade
work were their main interest. While
wandering to the far end of Margarets
garden the Dutch judge said, “This is a
rare patch of nature on a busy street.”
He then asked to see the compost
heap and to investigate who had paid
for the plants and trees - all donated
by villagers. They were demanding
judges who missed nothing. They
looked at every project the Friends
had undertaken and Audley won the
prestigious World in Bloom Silver cup!
How did our village do this?
In 1997 an open meeting was held
to discuss the state of the village.
There was a will to try to do something
to tidy up and improve a basically very
attractive place in need of a face-lift.
With Bernard Holland as Chair and the
late Eric Browning as secretary, a great
bunch of enthusiastic gardeners and
hard workers had strong leadership
who seemed to find nothing impossible.
The enthusiasm was vibrant. Later
the group sat in a local pub and we
talked our way around the whole
village, street by street, property by

property, everyone making suggestions,
throwing in ideas and offering to help.
When they came to Church Street
my ears pricked up. I was a newcomer
to the village and did not know the
place names but I lived within a true
stones throw from the Co-op. There
was a disused dirt road overgrown with
brambles, nettles and wild raspberry.
It puzzled me that the most central
patch of ground in the village was a
litter dump between the Co-op and the
Methodist Car Park beside what was
then Kwik-Save, now Tesco.
I inquired why the strip of land was
so neglected and found it was planned
for development by its owner, Mrs.
Margaret Mason, a very well known
local businesswoman. I offered to
phone her and ask if she would mind
us gardening her plot until such time as
she had other use for it. We had a good
chat and she told me its history as a
road to a builder’s yard on Hill Terrace.
She and the other kids used to sit on
the wall of what was then The Primitive
Methodist Chapel, chat and eat chips.
She said we could plant flowers but
didn’t expect them to last long.
So began a very happy exercise for
the Friends of Audley. My husband Phil
had recently retired and put his strong
back into clearing the nettles and
removing years of litter.

Audley Community News

We learnt the lie of the land and found a
very damp patch. Before Phil went into
mining during the war he had wanted
to be an architect and he had a good
sense of design. We made a planting
plan and the damp patch became the
bog garden. Digging it revealed stones
and a glue like clay but Phil persisted
- his middle name was Chisholm but
it should have been Perseverance!
We laid a liner. No open water is
appropriate in a public space so we
filled it with pebbles and neighbouring
children planted bog plants including
flag iris and marsh marigold.
The flowers and shrubs came along
in dribs and drabs as people saw us
working there and stopped to chat.
Indeed it was a very social activity with
plenty of advice from people up above
us in the car park!
The four holly trees which this year
have been covered in berries appeared
one day in little pots - later found to
have come from Ravensmead School.
Any plants we found deposited by well
wishers were used as nature seems to
happily combine any random mix.
Two benches were donated and
gravel brought in for the areas of
hardest wear. Gunnera thrived in the
wet far end and good old pink mallow
shot up to blend with mauve, white
and deep purple Black Night buddleia.
The strong Friends were called in
when digging holes for 5 silver birch
trees defeated us. The birches just
were slips then and 13 years later the
surviving four are a major splash of
green on the street scene and help to
screen Hill Terrace from the noise of the
main street.
By millennium time the garden
was a delightful place to sit and rest,
especially popular for shoppers resting
before the climb back up the hill,
and for snack lunches. One senior
gentleman told me he likes to sit there
for an hour while his wife is at the
hairdresser’s across the road. He can
see her coming out. Another said he
liked a breather while his missus went
round the supermarket. A delightful
lady amazed me by saying she regularly
came from Chesterton by bus just to sit
among the flowers in the sun.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

The volunteer gardening is not all hard
work. I met one new volunteer there
recently - a complete stranger - it
turned out she’d had no breakfast, so
an hour’s chat over a take away coffee
from Naughty but Nice was far more
fun! Later she more than made up for
that interlude with determined hard
clearing.
Contrary to Mrs. Mason’s warning
vandalism has not been a real problem
and it is good to see young people
chatting there just as she and her pals
did in a previous generation.
Schoolchildren painted 2 large notice
boards with flowers and insects and the
name Margarets Garden* was a natural
choice after the person who allowed so
much pleasure.
Gradually age, health and change
meant that the gardening group were
less able to maintain the various areas
and the garden grew wild. It was saved
from being an eyesore as the council
cut the grass occasionally and the fact
that the original planting plan gave it a
good lasting shape.
It’s consoling to find that this
‘downtime’ has had a plus. The first
attack on the overgrown borders
by a volunteer who is a member of
the Royal Horticultural Society was
stopped when it revealed a nest of
hibernating hedgehogs, an active frog
population and increasingly rare bumble
bees making their holes. How these
creatures colonised an area bordered
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by 3 high brick walls and a high street
I cannot understand but we are so
pleased that the garden is now regarded
as an extension of its near neighbour,
Leddys Field* Nature Area and now they
share a registered group of supporters
to raise funds and apply for grants.
Then a few years ago Mrs. Mason
died and more recently her husband
too. At this point I asked the Parish
Council to purchase the land for a
permanent garden and sitting place.
I was delighted by their unanimous
support and the Clerk negotiated the
purchase of the land for a modest sum.
We drew attention to the fact that
four planning applications Mrs. Mason
had made for a house and then various
fast food outlets had all failed and
the land was clearly not valuable as a
building site.
Now the heavy work and grass
cutting is being done by the Parish
Council a few volunteers are again
tackling a resurrection of the garden.
We made an application to the
Community Development Officer at the
Borough Council and under the Planting
Assistance Scheme have been given
1000 daffodils and 1000 crocuses so
you may have seen bent backs at work,
discovering all over again that it was
once a ROAD not a meadow!
About the time the land was
purchased by chance I went to The
National Wildflower Centre at Knowsley,
Liverpool. I was stunned by its natural

Lent Course at St. James Church
Ever thought what LENT is about!! St. James Church Audley
are running a Lent Course for people interested in finding out
more. The course starts at 7.30pm on February 19th in the
Church Hall and runs for 5 weeks. Don’t worry if you miss
the first week or so you can join in at any time. Contact the
Church office for more information on 01782 722146.

Last Night of the Proms Concert
at St.. James Church Audley
Saturday 18th May at 7.30 pm.

A night of light classical music, similar to Last Night of the
Proms in celebration of St. James’ 790th birthday. Tickets
will include pre-concert canapes and drinks. Concert given
by the orchestra of the University of the Third Age from
Alsager.

beauty and clever informal planting.
The whole place is a revelation about
gardening.
If anyone would like to do some
volunteer gardening in Margarets
Garden or just learn more about it,
I would be delighted to meet them
and discuss what we hope to do and
welcome ideas.
To inspire and motivate anyone
interested I will take them to Knowsley
in the week starting 4th March 2013.
(See it by Google.)
For information or to volunteer a few
hours work anytime contact me on val.pearson@me.com
or 01782 722959
or 07946 862 473
or 23 Hill Terrace.
Val Pearson
* There is a lively debate regarding
apostrophe ‘s’ in Margarets Garden and
its associated wildlife area Leddys Field.
I am certain I read that once names
become place names the apostrophe is
dropped for typological reasons.
Can anyone give us a definitive answer?
Mail me as above.
***********************************
ACN next issue will be JUNE 2013
all information for this issue must be
with us before the end of APRIL 2013
this includes any advertisements.

Tickets from the Church office from April onwards.

Trees in Church Yard

Some of you have noticed that a tree fell down in the church
yard, luckily over the grave stones, only one of which was
damaged. If it had fallen the other way, it may have impacted
the Pensioners Hall.
The council have also taken emergency action to fell a tree
in the land to the north of the church. Our church yard has
now been taken over by the council since it is considered full!
Ann Beech our local councillor, has organised a quick survey
which has identified more emergency work felling trees within
the church yard.
Longer term, a more in depth survey is to be carried out
with a view to managing the trees for the future. Only ones
which are creating a potential hazard are being felled.
Trevor Carman - Church Maintenance
Officer.
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Sir Thomas Boughey School 2012-13
Since the last publication, the Year
7 Christmas concert and the annual
school production (which was ‘Jesus
Christ Superstar’) have taken place.
Both of these events were a huge
success and, as is always the case,
helped to reveal the immense talent that
we have within the school.
We would like to thank everyone who
showed support by attending the Year
7 Christmas concert and the school
production, as without an audience,
the cast would have been very
disappointed!
If you were unable to attend these
events, we have our annual Celebration
of Music evening at 7pm on Tuesday
30th April and a GCSE Music showcase
on Tuesday 25th June. As always, your
support at these events will be most
appreciated.
A further successful event was our
annual Awards Evening, which is
an opportunity to recognise the
achievement of pupils both past and
present. It is the evening where 2012
leavers collect their official GCSE
certificates and current pupils receive
awards for a wide range of categories.
We would particularly like to thank
our guest speaker this year - the Mayor
of Newcastle-under-Lyme, Cllr David
Becket. We understand he has a very
hectic schedule, therefore we really
do appreciate the Mayor investing his
valuable time in Sir Thomas Boughey.
In terms of fund-raising events, this
year is no different from any other. At
Christmas, pupils continued to support
the Salvation Army Toy Appeal, see
photograph above, where once again,
the school stage over-flowed with gifts
for children of various ages.
Pupils have also volunteered to make
and sell cakes in order to raise money
for our Makalema High School link (as
discussed in the last publication) and
£150 was raised for Children in Need
via a ‘Music As You Munch’ event.
Pupils are to be commended on their
generosity and thoughtful nature.

So far this year, our pupils have been
involved in a wide range of enrichment
activities. Year 11 have had the
privilege of watching a professional
touring production of ‘Of Mice and
Men’ (one of their English Literature
examination texts) and getting involved
in workshops.
Year 10 GCSE Music pupils have also
thoroughly enjoyed a Taiko Drumming
Workshop, which was held at St.
Chad’s CE Primary School. Members
of Mugenkyo Taiko Drummers were
incredibly impressed with the musical
talents of our pupils during this very
hands-on workshop. If you wish to
see the pupils in action, please look at
our website for video footage of this
successful and inspiring event.

Pupils who were fortunate enough to
experience this talk last year still refer
back to it now, so we are sure of an
impactful experience once again. There
are also a range of enrichment activities
planned for later in the academic year,
including a theatre visit to London, a
trip to Germany in order to develop
language skills, and a Geography
residential field trip to The Lake District.
Visits such as these certainly help
pupils to understand the value of money
as they are in the process of arranging a
number of fund-raising events to gather
funds for excursions etc.
We would like to thank the local
supermarkets for agreeing to our pupils
becoming chief bag-packers for the
day!

As part of our comprehensive PHSE
programme, pupils in all year groups
have also benefitted from a wide range
of talks given by external speakers,
some of which have covered the topics
of life saving skills, litter and recycling,
fire safety, and road safety.
Next term, as part of their work in
History, Year 9 pupils will also have the
privilege of listening to a talk given by
one of the few remaining Holocaust
survivors.

And finally, it’s that time of year again
where Year 10 pupils are in the process
of applying for their work experience
placements.
As was mentioned in the last edition
of this publication, if you are able to
provide a placement (lasting either one
or two weeks) for any of our pupils
from Monday 1st July to Friday 12th
July 2013, please contact the school
– your support would be very much
appreciated.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Tribute to John Riley
John Riley, peacefully passed away on
the 24th October 2012, aged 84 years.

Harpur Adams Agricultural College and
then went on to Nottingham University
with a view to study farming.
John was a very keen sportsman
in his younger days, having been a
member of the Cricket, Rugby and
Swimming teams at his schools.
After finishing his education, John
went on to become a farm manager at
Kings Bromley for several years, when
he met and married Dr. Innes Robinson,
who was a locum at his father’s practice
in Audley.

John who was born in 1928, just below
the present hardware store of Wm. Riley
& Sons Ltd in High Street Halmer End,
was the only son of Dr. & Mrs. Albert
Riley.
He started his education at the
Alsagers Bank Primary school, then
moved to the Newcastle High School
after gaining a scholarship.
After completing his education at the
High School, John then went on to the

John was troubled with his hip joints,
so a career in farming was out of the
question.
He was then offered a position at
Wm. Rileys of Halmer End, under the
tuition of his uncle Ted Riley. Sadly
his uncle Ted passed away six weeks
later leaving John ‘in the deep end’ and
John has continued to be a part of the
company until his death.
John and his wife Innes were blessed
with five children, Ian, Andrew, Sheila,
Louise and Fiona, who in turn have
brought to the family eleven
grandchildren, all of whom he doted on.

Bateswood a Final Farewell.
After many years of struggling to make Bateswood Wildlife Park in Halmer End
one section of our parish to be proud of, the voluntary members of the recent
disbanded Halmer End Wildlife Trust wish to take this opportunity to say a final
thank you to everyone who has supported them over the years.
Many hours have been spent litter picking, planting trees, hedges, bulbs and
wild flowers and all your help has been invaluable.
Bateswood is a beautiful local asset and this is due to all the voluntary hard
work done by you all.
We wish also to thank all the visitors who came along and fed our ever
increasing duck population, with a special mention for Eric and Margaret
Williams of Miles Green. They walk to Bateswood nearly every day to feed the
ducks, whatever the weather.
Bateswood was a former Opencast Coal Mine, which after all its assets were
stripped from it, was then landscaped to become a wildlife park for the local
residents to enjoy.
The Halmer End Wildlife Trust were a group of local residents who formed to
take the responsibility to help manage the Park and its wildlife.
A recent desicion to allow fishing in the lake, despite strong opposition from
local residents and the Wildlife Trust, has brought an end to their very valuable
voluntary work.

His main hobby was model engineering
and together with his childhood friend
the late David Lawton, made many
steam Trains & Traction Engines which
are still now in use.
John was also a founder member of
Audley Rotary Club and Stafford Model
Engineering Society.
No matter how good an engineer
he was, he could never get his mind
around computers or mobile phones.
John would be often heard to say
“if it doesn’t run on steam, I don’t
understand it”. He often brought his
mobile phone to work, which turned out
to be the TV remote!
John’s funeral was held at the
Bradwell Crematorium on the 2nd
November and he will be so missed by
not only his family and friends, but also
the customers who came into his store
for advice and vast knowledge.
The family would like to thank the
many people for their kind words and
generous donations which raised the
wonderful sum of £2000 for the
P.E.T. Scanner at the University
Hospital of North Staffordshire.

Problem Feet?
HEATHER NIEWDACH

Chiropodist/Podiatrist
BSc (Hons) MChS
HPC Registered

Mondays at
102 Crewe Road, Alsager
Tuesday to Friday – Home Visits
Tel: 01270 879643
Mob: 07852 204335
Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk
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G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Pool End Nursery, Leycett Lane, Leycett ST5 6AN
Seasonal Baskets, Bedding plants,
Container plants, Perennials & Shrubs.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett,
Newcastle Staffs. 01782 624399

Free range eggs - FOR SALE
Tel 01782 624399

Toilet Closure

Audley Community Centre

Parish of Audley Medieval Society
Car Boot and Table Top Sales
In aid of their two day event held each year in April
8.00am until 11.30am - Hot refreshments available
Set up for stall holders 7 30am
£7.00 indoor table - £6.00 outdoor space.
Saturday 2nd March 2013
Saturday 6th April 2013
Saturday 4th May 2013
For further information and to book a table
Please call Dawn on 07921450599

St. James’ Church Mothers Union
Spring Sale - 4th May 2013 - 9.30am -11.30am
Held in St. James Church Hall and will include:
Cakes, Gifts, Bric-a- brac, Raffle, Tombola
and Refreshments.
( Everyone is most Welcome)
**************
Also a date for your diary:
The next Sale will be:
October 26th 2013

We were warned that keeping the public toilets at the Audley
Community Centre open after the children had finished school
in the afternoon, would result in theft and damage.
This is what has been happening all summer and even into
the New Year.
However these are not children, but teenager youths and
girls that should know better.
The latest incident, “the last straw”, was on Monday 21st
January which involved a group of 10 teenagers coming to
the Centre at about 3.30pm in the afternoon and meeting
others already there.
This resulted in a snowball fight that was probably great
fun and a good laugh, but it didn’t end there.
The toilet having been used as a ‘gang hut’ and shelter,
(because it’s warm and dry), was bombarded with snowballs
as the door was opened. Those inside were pelted with snow
which of course stuck to the walls and utilities and because
of the heat, melted onto the floor which became running deep
with water.
This was a nuisance, which can be cleaned up, but in
addition once again they broke into the locked cupboard,
stole the brush and mop, the toilet brush and a quantity of
toilet rolls and paper towels.
The toilet roll holder was broken and chewing gum pushed
into the plug hole blocking the sink drain.
These toilets had been cleaned by volunteers from the
Community Centre at lunch time and had to be cleaned again
for public use just after 4pm, after the vandals had played
their part in helping to close this public facility.
We regret that we can no longer sustain this theft and
damage which is caused by a stupid minority, so it is with
regret that from Monday 21st January, to avoid any further
problem, the toilets will be closed before the children finish
school. We appeal for your help to catch these culprits.
Ron Bourne Chairman Audley & District Community Centre.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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ROYAL OAK
Heathcote Road Miles Green
TUESDAY

CURRY CLUB
PINT & CURRY
£4.95
THURDSAY

GRILL NIGHT

ANYTHING FROM THE GRILL
AND GET FREE PINT

ALL STOKE
GAMES SHOWN
5Cask
Cask
Ales
Marque Award
Monday & Tuesday 2pm - 11pm
Wednesday to Saturday 12pm - 11.30pm
Sunday 12pm - 11pm

TELEPHONE: 01782 911415

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
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Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area
Extended range of magazines. Confectionery;
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery.

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about
everything you could possibly need all under
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even
horse feed - the list goes on and on. Basically everything
apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs. Drop by
and take a look for yourself.

LOGS,COAL AND STICKS for sale

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated? We are agents for
DRY CLEANING.

Bedding & Container Plants
compost & grass seed
• DIY goods &
free diy advice
• pet food
• FOOD re-cycle
bags NOW available
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green will take care of it. We can
also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take
care of your vehicle.

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

Potteries Building
Supplies
CALL
Building materials
01782
Sand/gravel
562222
decorative gravels
BETTER
SCREENED topsoil CHEAPER
Bark chippings
FASTER
FREE
RAILWAY Sleepers
LOCAL
Roofing Drainage
DELIVERY
Landscaping INDIAN
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

Tel: 01782 720333
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

