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Welcome to your
local Newsletter.
Welcome once again to your Audley
Community Newsletter.
What a pleasing sight to see as you
travel through the Audley village that
most of the empty shops have now
being occupied by new businesses.
We now have a new Indian restaurant
which has been developed in the old
Fred Boon’s drapery store. We have
a Tattoo shop in part of the old Co-op
Pharmacy with the rest of that store
being used as a computer shop.
A planning application for an OatCake
store has been submitted and if
planning is agreed then the former
Mottram’s Funeral Parlour will become
the new OatCake store.
Whatever our feelings are about the
kind of businesses our village has, we
have to be pleased to see buildings
being used instead of them being
derelict and empty.

Contents:

The problem of parking has once
again raised its head. When will the
County Council make up their minds
over refurbishing the car parks which
they promised to do so many months, if
not years, ago.
The car park between the Co-op
store and Tesco is a disgrace and if I
was a member of the methodist Church
Council I would give them an ultimatum,
either do it or lose it.
The people of Audley should be proud
of its village and bringing life back to
the village should be a priority.
Work continues on the new Audley
cemetery on Nantwich Road and it’s
expected that burials may start soon.
We at the Newsletter would welcome
all local news for publication. Please
feel free to submit your information.
Ernie Moulton Editor.

“What’s on Diary”
The Newsletter has been asked by
the Chairman of the Audley & District
Community Centre, Mr. Ron Bourne, to
pubicise the idea of our parish having
a “What’s On Diary” which could
be published on our Audley Community
News website and an up-to-date copy
placed in our magazine each issue.
Wth many voluntary groups
throughout the parish when events are
being organized it is so difficult to know
when other events may clash with one
another.
If each group registered its events
to be held in the parish as soon as
possible and before deciding on a date
for an event checked the diary, this
would prevent the possibility of events
being duplicated.
The feeling is that all local groups
need to try to work together to increase
the much needed support from our local
residents.
It is felt that many other groups have
similar problems knowing what is about
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to happen in the villages and this would
also be an easy way to publicise the
forth coming events.
The main event days are normally
on a Saturday and occasionaly on
a Sunday, but all events can be
registered.
Surely as a small community working
together it would be a benefit to
everyone.
We at the Newsletter would love to
hear you thoughts and would welcome
any suggestions as to the proposal.
If you feel this would be of interest to
your group, no matter the size of the
event, we would welcome your feed
back.
To contact the magazine you will
have three options.
E-mail:
audleycommunitynews@
yahoo.co.uk
By Post: 23 Wood Street
Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL
By Phone: 01782 721565.

News
Views
Sports
Recipes
Memories from the past
Poetry & Rhyme
Forthcoming events
School information
Readers letters
Bereavements
Editor: E. Moulton
Tel: 01782 721565
Assistant Editor: Sue Wykes
Reporter: Margaret Pointon
Proof Readers: Linda Coleing
Margaret Pointon
Design: Chris Tunnicliffe
Printed at Alsager Printers.

Audley Patient
Panel Newsletter.
A Newsletter is now being published
quarterly by the Audley Patients Panel,
which provides news from the Audley
Health Centre.
If you wish to pick up a copy they
are available in all Post Offices, Audley
Library and the Audley Dental Practice.
You can also access them on line by
going to:
www.audleypatientpanel.btik.com

Thank you

I wish to say a big thanks to Bob
Brockley formerly of High Street Halmer
End for his recent support of the
magazine.
I would have loved to have written to
him to thank him but unfortunately I
had no return address.
Kind regards Ernie Editor.

Find the Easter Egg
From issue 31.

Sponsored by the Co-op.
In our last issue we ran a competition to
find the 12 Easter Eggs.
We were so pleased to receive so
many entries.
All prizes have now been distributed.
Just a big thank you to all who
entered.
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Audley & District Family History Society

Audley & District Family History Society
The Natural Resources of Audley Parish
The Audley area in the past has been
almost self-sufficient in building
materials.
An abundance of clay and marl
resulted in numerous small brick-kilns
in the early days of brick making.
That was followed later by brickworks,
some of which were set up to produce
bricks solely for major housing
developments, usually the rows of
terraced houses associated with coal
mining in the area.
Sand and gravel pits, which can be
seen marked on old ordinance survey
maps, littered the countryside.
Even stone was quarried, but today
these industries are no longer to be
seen in the Audley area, but they have
nevertheless left their marks on the
landscape.

The Audley tithe map of 1837 shows
a brickworks occupied by Thomas
Alcock on the Boyles Hall farm estate.
John Dean had a stone quarry on
Bignall Hill and George Tollett was the
owner of another at Bowsey Wood by
Heighley Castle, which was part of
Audley parish.
A quarry field is recorded in Heighley
Lane and another in the area which
came to be known as The Quarry in
Nantwich Road.
It was here, at the junction of
Barthomley Road that a stone quarry
had been in operation earlier.
A bungalow now standing in front
of the quarry site bears the name
‘Stonefields’.
By 1880 the first large scale
ordinances survey map shows

brickworks at Boyles Hall, Ravens Lane
and Halmer End.
A brick kiln in Station Road stood
behind Corbett Cottages and brickfields
show behind Rye Hills Farm and at
Podmore Hall Colliery.
A marl pit gave its name to Marlpit
House (later Poole Cottage) on Nantwich
Road and gravel pits are shown near
Cross Farm, at Craddocks Moss and at
Park End.
The numerous sand pits include
Hougherwall, a site by Heighley Castle,
Mill Dale, Kent Hills, Park End and
Boyles Hall Farm.

The following brick makers are recorded in various documents:
- William Warburton of Ravens Lane from 1837 onwards.
- Christopher Warburton of Ravens Lane and later of Audley,
from 1851.
- Francis (Frank) Glover of Audley and later of Miles Green,
from 1865.
- Harry Warburton of Audley from 1880.
- William Riley of Halmer End from 1880.

- Hilditch & Co. of Ravens Lane from 1880 to 1888.
- George Emberton & Co. of Ravens Lane from 1884 to
1896.
- Hayes & Co. of Ravens Lane from 1892 to 1896.
- Audley Brick & Pipe Co. of Boyles Hall 1900 to 1908.
- Halmer Tileries from 1936. Disused by 1954.

A later quarry was at Kent Hills where quarrying began in 1929 and continued to about 1945.
The stone quarry on Bignall Hill was being worked again from 1936 to 1940 when Harry Carter was the proprietor.
There will be more information in the next issue of this magazine.

Clive Millington

Audley & District Family History Society
The society meetings are held in the Audley Church Hall; Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month.
Talks 7.30-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November.
Research 7-9pm on the first Friday in February, April, June, August, October and December.
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/
Visit the website for ‘The Changing Face’ series of photo articles on Alsagers Bank, Audley,
Bignall End, Halmer End, Miles Green and Wood Lane. Click on ‘Old Audley’ link on home page.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Audley Medieval Community Fair

Images supplied by Steven Malam

Audley was once again basking in
bright sunshine to welcome it’s annual
Medieval Fair to the Millennium Green
on the 23th of April 2011.
The Fair was officially opened by
local Historian Tony Lancaster, who can
be seen with visiting Town Crier John
Parsons, Town Crier to the Lord of the
Manor Rode Hall on the front cover.
Tony, when opening the Fair, told of
the history surrounding the Millennium
Green, when the lord of the Manor
would be expected to provide soldiers
for the king’s armies.
Well if you were not at the St.
George’s Medieval & Community Fair
you have missed two days of fun and
games.
Children and adults were entertained
by the story teller who held his audience
spellbound with stories old and new.
The Barber surgeon entertained the
crowds with his interesting, informative
and chilling tales of the methods and
techniques practiced by the surgeons of
the medieval period.
Les Miles de Marches and the
Kedelston Medieval Society gave

displays of combat from different times
in the middle ages and answered the
questions of the many visitors to the fair.
Percy Harmonica demonstrated
the arts of juggling with devil sticks,
daggers and balls.
Pole lathing demonstrations, Splat the
rat and Brass rubbing took place on the
Saturday.
The Balloon Wizard created various
animals and items for the children whilst
their faces were painted with beautiful
designs by the talented face painter.
The trading village offered a wide
variety of goods and services: to Vie at
home; massage; Logo embroidery and
preserves to the old spot barbecue;
Fudge; metal work; raggy hats and hair
bands; sweets and toys.
Children enjoyed the chance to try
their jousting skills at the Garland and
with Mum or Dad’s help (every Knight
needs a Steed) at the Quintain. Again
we held the popular Medieval Mayhem
race which was enjoyed by not only the
teams but by their supporters.
Once again the Audley Scout Group
paraded through the Audley village to

celebrate St. George’s Day by carrying
his flag but this year they were not
alone. They were joined by members of
Les Miles de Marches with cries of “Viva
Audley” and members of PAMS & The
Audley Levy carried the battle pennant
of their Lord with cries of “For Audley,
England and St. George”.
Refreshments were provided in the
Audley & District Community Centre by
volunteers from the Community Centre
Committee.
The Parish Medieval Society wishes
to thank Ravens Mead school, Audley
WMC, Audley Parish Council and the
Audley & District Community Centre
for their support. They also wish to
thank all the people who have given
many hours of their time and to thank
everyone for the donation which allowed
them to keep the St. George’s Fair a
FREE ENTRY event.
If you wish to join the Medieval
Society or help to organise their next
St. George’s Fair contact:
07782-349-524.
We at the Newsletter wish to thank
Steve Malam for the pictures.
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Double
Celebrations
for Pam
& Stewart.
Pam & Stewart Forster of Ravenspark
Estate Bignall End will be holding
double celebration during 2011.
On the 24th of August 2011 they
will be celebrating their 40th Wedding
Anniversary and during 2011 they both
also celebrate their 60th Birthday.
Pam was born and lived in Shawort
Avenue, Bradwell until the 1960s then
moved with her parents Bill & Joyce
Embling and sister Lin to live in Birch
Road in Boon Hill. Pam and sister Lin
both went to Bradwell Primary school
and their grandparents John & Florence
Embling lived in Dalehall Burslem.
Stewart was born in Apedale Road
Wood Lane, his parents were Arthur &
Joyce Forster and he had two brothers
Paul & Arthur. Stewart, Paul and
Arthur were all educated at Wood Lane
Primary School and then Halmer End
Secondary Modern School. Stewart’s

Standing forth from the left is Stuart, with his new bride Pam smiling next to him.

grandparents, John & Emily Forster both
originate from High Street, Wood Lane.
The Forsters were well known in the
local area as motor bikers often seen at
many of the cycle racing events around
the country.
Pam and Stewart married in August of
1971 and went to live in Chester Road
Audley where their daughter Debbie
was born. Stewart worked as a fork
lift truck and heavy goods driver at the

Downings Brick yard Chesterton and
Pam was an insurance clerk for the
Royal Liver company from Hanley.
In the 1980s they moved home to the
Ravenspark Estate Bignall End and have
lived there ever since. Stewart also
worked for the family finance company
until 2002 and wife Pam will retire this
year.
To Pam & Stewart the Newsteam
sends best wishes.

Moseley Railway Trust to Celebrate
“Made in Staffordshire”
The Moseley Railway Trust is pleased
to announce that the theme for the
September 2011 Gala weekend will be
“Made in Staffordshire”. The Gala will be
on Saturday 10th and 11th of September
2011 at the Moseley Railway Trust’s
Apedale Valley Light Railway, based in
North Staffordshire.
The event aims to celebrate the rich
industrial heritage of Staffordshire.
Central to the event will be the two Kerr
Stuart steam locomotives which will
be opening on the 2’0” gauge Apedale
Valley Light Railway. These will be the
newly restored “Joffre” locomotive, dating
from 1916 and 1917 built locomotive

“Stanhope”. Kerr Stuart were, of course,
based just a few miles away from Apedale
in Stoke on Trent.
Negotiations are continuing for other
visiting locomotives, but it is hoped
to have representatives from other
Staffordshire based locomotive builders
at the event. As ever, there will be a full
complement of displays, sales stands and
attractions to entertain and delight all the
family, young and old.
Phil Robinson, MRT Chairman said “The
return to steam for the “Joffre” locomotive
allows us to celebrate all that is “Made in
Staffordshire”. We are planning another
great gala weekend”.

The Moseley Railway Trust continues
its search for surviving employees of Kerr
Stuart and a number of interesting leads
are currently being followed up.
The Trust would be pleased to hear
from potential exhibitors, especially those
whose exhibits have a Staffordshire
connection. Get in touch via the MRT
website, www.mrt.org.uk or come and
see us at Apedale any weekend.
Passenger Trains commence running
on the Apedale Valley Light Railway from
Saturday 2nd April 2011.
The Gala will be open from 11.00 to
17.00 on each day. Further details will be
announced as they become finalised.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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‘Alessi’ our village Indian Restaurant.

After months of renovations to the former Fred Boon’s Outfitters
store in Church Street Audley, the village has now a new modern
Indian, Restaurant named Alessi. It first opened its doors on the
1st of April 2011. What a transformation can now be seen in
this building, the interior has been built to a very high standard,
with customer care a major factor.
The restaurant is owned by Kathryn and Fayak Akther. They
have named the restaurant after their young daughter Alessia.
The restaurant is open at lunch times 12 noon to 2pm,
serving a lunch time menu consisting of English food as well as
the Indian menu.
During the evenings it’s only their Indian A LA Carte menu
which is available from 5pm to 11pm.
They also provide a take out food service which comes with
a 25% discount from in-house prices, but this is just a
collection only service.
The restaurant closes all day Monday, except Bank Holidays
when the restaurant will remain open as a normal day.

Audley Christian Viewpoint
invite you to-“Lessons

from Life”

Presented by

Barbara Jones and Kip Chelashaw
Held on:
Friday 22nd July 7:30pm
St. James’ Church Hall Audley.
Coffee and Cake - Tickets £3
For details Tel: 720381 or 722106

Special events will be held on the last Monday of each month.
The first special event was a charity night for the Macclesfield
hospital where a majority of the ticket sales were donated, over
£700 of tickets were sold with the event being a sell out.
The restaurant has a heated courtyard, baby changing and
disabled toilets. There is a private function room available, with
private bar and toilets. The private room has a capacity for
30 people. The restaurant is also available for private hire on
Mondays.
Their chefs are always happy to put together food for people
with any special food requirements.
This is an extremely high quality restaurant, light and airy with
tables set with ample space to sit and relax while enjoying the
exotic foods with service to match.
Not only are there hot and spicy foods on the menu, English
dishes are available and also a Take Away menu available.
Worthy of a visit.

Plant Sale & Coffee Morning
Saturday 4th June 2011
10am~12noon
Held in aid of

The Millennium Green Trust
At Honeysuckle Cottage
Wereton Road, Audley
(Gasworks Bank)

Please send in you details for future events
for publication and promotion.
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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My
Boyhood
Memories
of Cinder
Lane
I read in one of the issues information
regarding Cinder Lane and as a young
boy living near to the Audley railway
bridge (now dismantled) which crossed
over the main road in Bignall End, close to
the Plough Inn Public House, I often used
the old walkway known as Cinder Lane.
Cinder Lane can be found when
you travel from Ravens lane towards
Chesterton by taking the first turning
on the left after the Plough at the new
mini roundabout. After you enter the
road towards Great Oak you will see the
entrance to Cinder Lane on the right hand
side, just before the children’s play area.
Many years ago the old Audley railway
station stood to the right of the lane, but
this is long gone and the railway line too.
As a boy I often wondered how the lane
came into being and where the name
originated from. The lane ran parallel to
the railway lines of the old Staffordshire
Railway and continued on for almost 3/4
of a mile up to the old Rookery Colliery.
The full length of the lane was surfaced
with consolidated dirt and cinder ash from
burnt coal, presumably that’s how it got
its name.
Who constructed the lane I do not
know, perhaps it was a joint venture
by the railway company and the mine
owners at the Rookery Colliery, as tales
from the villages say it was being used in
the early 1800s as a pathway.
I recall how the miners who lived

nearby could be seen with their snapping
tins and a bottle of water walking to work
towards the Rookery Colliery come rain
or shine. Goodness knows how they
managed to find their way to work, having
no street lighting and having to rely on the
early morning moon lit skies to help guide
them safely to work. The lane was also
used as a short cut for the many people
who walked to Great Oak, Dunkirk and
Talke Pits and the other local mines which
were sunk in that area, as there was very
little form of transport in those days.
Cinder lane also provided access to a
farmhouse owned by Harry Kellsals and
there was also an abattoir operated by
the Banks family who were also the local
butchers of Ravens lane and Audley.
Halfway along the lane there was also a
railway cinder pass leading up to a farm
owned by Mr. Harry Machin. He farmed
the land which extended over the hill side
up towards the Wedgewood Monument.
During the winter months when the snow
was on the ground, gangs of children
would use the hills for sledging, spending
many happy hours of enjoyment.
I also recall a bridle path. This went
from Machin’s farm and headed off
towards Butters Green and it ended at the
main road a little distance up Bignall Hill.
I have very fond memories of Cinder Lane
especially when we used to celebrate
All Souls Day each year on the 2nd of
November.

On All Saints Day groups of children
from around the villages went around
the district to various houses singing a
short ditty for alms which were a form
of soul cake, which were made in
celebration of the day in the Christian
calender. The ditty goes something like
this

“Soul, Soul,
November Two
If you haven’t
got a penny a
halfpenny will do
If you haven’t
got a halfpenny
God Bless You.
Please good
missus a soul cake.
I recall on one occasion when I took
part in the celebrations we went along
Cinder Lane to Machin’s farm and we
sang the usual ditty. Naturally the farmers
wife, the good natured Mrs. Machin came
to the door and gave us all a newly baked
currant bun, an apple and a pear which
were all wind falls from their orchard.
This is just another one of the old
traditions which has been lost and maybe
gone for ever.
What lovely memories indeed of Cinder
Lane.
Jack Warham

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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100th Birthday
Celebrations
We send our congratulation and best
wishes to Ada Davenport of Wereton
Road Audley who celebrated her 100th
Birthday on Valentines Day 14th
February 2011.
Ada is seen with her birthday message
from the Queen at her home.
Ada was born on the 14th February
1911 in a small cottage at the bottom
of Wyn Bank Road Audley.
The family then moved to Scot Hay
where Ada attended Alsagers Bank
school. The family then later returned
to live in Wereton Road Audley in the old
cottage know as Myrtle Cottage which
was demolished many years ago.
Ada met and married her late husband
Alex who originated from Wood Lane.
When they first married they lived
for two years in the Audley village then
moved to live in High Street Halmer End
opposite Bowers Grocery Shop.
Ada’s first daughter Heather was
born in Audley and she had her second
daughter Clover when living in the village
of Halmer End.
During the war Ada worked in the
Radway Green factory and her husband

Alex was serving in the RAF and was
stationed in Burma.
After the war Alex worked in the local
Holditch mine.
In 1964 Ada and her family moved
back to live in Audley and lived in Alsager
Road for two years before moving to her
present home in Wereton in 1966.
Ada had a passion for dress making
and would always be knitting or sewing
when ever you called.
Ada’s family has now grown, she is
the proud grandmother of 4 and great
grandmother of 5.

Audley Parish
Council Awards
The Audley Rural Parish Council at its meeting on the 21st April
2011, held at the Wood Lane Community Centre, presented
it’s Community Award to Ernie Moulton the Editor of the Audley
Community News.
In making the award councillor Bert Proctor said that the
council had recognised and paid tribute to the Editor for his
work over the past eight years producing a magazine of the
highest quality.
The magazine is read not only locally but by former residents
spread around the world.
The magazine was first produced in September 2003 and
this latest edition is the 32nd. The magazine’s the link for many
people to the life and activities of the village.
Ernie’s enthusiasm, professionalism and dedication are
evident with every publication of the magazine.
The Green Award was presented to Mrs. Deana Welsh of
Queen Street Audley, for her dedicated work with the Audley
Scouts.

Happy
Birthday
Congratulation to Molly Fryer of
Westfield Avenue Audley who
celebrated her 89th birthday on
the 1st February 2011.
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Dear Editor
Thank you for the March issue of the Audley Community
News which I received this morning. I quickly scanned
through it to read the sad news of the death of Norma Walley
who had recently passed away. Norma, Stan and their family
lived next door but one from us the Pointons in Queen Street
Audley for many years and I spent countless hours in their
house when playing with Jacqueline, Neal and Ian as we
were roughly the same age group. Most of the kids from the
street often played and went out together.
Norma was a lovely lady-quite firm but with a heart of gold.
She kept us kids well under control I can confirm that.
I would like to take this opportunity to send my condolences
to the family.
On a much lighter note I was so thrilled to see that Mona
Latham had celebrated her 90th birthday. I have so many
memories of Mona, she was a tough landlady at the Butchers
Arms Public House to us teenagers and we did not dare step
out of line or even try to order alcohol when we were under
age when Mona was around.
Mona was great and allowed us to use the back room of
the pub where we would spend hours playing pool and the
juke box. As long as we behaved ourselves Mona was fine
with us, as at that time we had nowhere else to go in the
village, so we all respected her so much for allowing us this
space to meet.
I would like to say a very Happy Birthday Mona
and I hope you have many more to celebrate.

Audley Community News

Dear Editor
Thank you so much for another excellent ‘Community News’.
I found it so interesting and even more so when I saw news
of close friends and bygone school friends.
Your recent article about the Johnson family serving over
130 years in the police force was particularly of interest to
me as Sheila Johnson and I have been very good friends
since the age of 9, sharing many escapades during that time.
Rev John Bromley’s name also struck a nostalgic memory,
when as a child I was in Miss Bailey’s infants class at the
Wood Lane school until I was 7 years old and John was also
a member of the class.
At the age of 7 my parents decide to move to Rugeley in
the South of Staffordshire.
My dad worked in the local mines there and at that time the
miners did not have to pay for delivery of their free coal. This
small benefit obviously made a big difference to a miners
meager pay packet and any saving helped to support their
2.00pm
families. My Mon
mum got -homesick
afterto
two7.00pm
years and we
returned,
but
I
don’t
remember
John
being
at the Wood
Lane
Tues - 9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm
- 5.00pm
school.
Wed
CLOSED
Thank you again for
bringing- back
so many happy
memories.
Thurs - 9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm
Ettie Pemberton Lancs.

Audley Library Opening Times

Fri - 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat - 9.30pm-1.00pm
Sun - CLOSED

Yvonne Pointon Scotland.

Have you visited

AUDLEY LIBRARY lately?
Wouldn’t it be a pity if such a village treasure could be
swept away with the rest of the current money saving cuts?
(Not to mentioned yet but........who knows what
the future holds).

Audley Library Opening Times

Do you know what goes on in there?
Best you come and take a look for yourself
You’d find a great welcome!
The library now has Wi Fi installed for the use of anyone
and also people who are eligible for the free bus pass, which
is now 24/7 can get a new one from the library.

Coming soon!

SUMMER READING GAME
The Summer Reading Game will be run the whole of the
school summer holidays. Children have to read 6 books and
they will get posters, stickers and bookmarks for their efforts.
The theme this year is circus.
For more information please call at the Audley Library.

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun -

2.00pm to 7.00pm
9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm
CLOSED
9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm
2.00pm-5.00pm
9.30pm-1.00pm
CLOSED

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

Giving Back
The small but dedicated management
team which runs the Audley &
District Community Centre, run a
coffee morning and goods sale every
Wednesday morning at the Centre,
between 8-30am and 11-30am.
All items on display for sale are
donated by the local people of the
parish and surrounding area.
Those items which are not sold they
try to sell at a car boot sale and those
items left are then taken to the various
charity shops in the locality.
The many bills they have for the
upkeep of the Centre, being paid for
with the funds generated from the
various booking fees for the use of the

Features

Centre.
The monies they make from their
coffee mornings they then use to help
benefit the people of the parish.
The recent successful Parish Medieval
Day Celebrations held in the Community
Centre and on the Millennium Green
was one of the latest events to be
sponsored by these funds.
They also have over the past few
months been sponsoring teenagers of
the parish to experience the climbing
activities at the Audley Peak Pursuits
Indoor Climbing Centre.
This is a joint venture paid for by the
Community Centre with our local Police.
Each Friday the local Police select
eight kids from the parish to use the
climbing facilities.

Audley Christian Viewpoint
‘Audley’s Got Talent’
This year as part of our “Christmas begins right
here” evening to be held on Saturday December 3rd 2011 we are now looking for talent from the Audley Parish.
We have no age restriction and we are looking for people
to participate in an “Audley’s Got Talent” evening so
that we can all enjoy an entertaining event and in which the
Christian Viewpoint Team will also take part to present the
Christmas message.
If you or anyone in your family or group has a special
talent we’d love to hear from you.
For information:
Please contact Barbara Jones
01782 720352 or Wendy Jessop 01782 720381
for further details or if you have any questions about
this event.

Wood Lane
Art Group
The Wood Lane Art Group will be holding their
Exhibition on Saturday July 16th.
We are a group of enthusiastic amateurs and
this is our Third Annual Exhibition.
It will be held in the Audley Community Centre
between 10am and 4pm. Entry is free of charge
and light refreshments will be provided.
Please come along, take a look and have a chat.
If you want any further information please give
Margaret a ring on 01782 721543.

Audley Patient
Panel visit to
Audley Mothers
Union
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This scheme has been running since
January 2011 and it appears to be very
successful with excellent “feed-back”
from parents, children and the climbing
instructors.
Audley & District Community Centre
management team wish to continue
with this initiative to give more kids
this opportunity, but they need
your unwanted items for their
sales.
Please drop off your unwanted items
at the Centre between 8-30pm and
10pm Tuesday evening or Wednesday
mornings 8-30am to 12 noon.
If you wish to help at the Centre and
join their team, why not call in for a
cuppa any Wednesday morning.

An open meeting was
held at the St. James’
Church Hall in February
2011 of the Audley
Mothers Union. A
presentation was given by
Mrs. Pat Williams who is
the Chairperson of The Audley Patients Panel, seen stand right
of Mrs. Dorothy Wright Secretary of the Audley Mothers Union.
The meeting started at 7.15 p.m. Mrs.. Williams gave a
talk on the workings of the Audley Patients Panel. The Audley
Patients Panel is a voluntary group of patients who work
alongside the management of the Audley Health Centre as a
voice for the patients. The Audley Patients Panel meets once
a month at the Audley Health Centre on the third Wednesday
between the hours of 4pm until 6pm.
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Bereavements

Harrison (Sybil Maud)
On the 15th February at the Lyme Valley
House Residential Home, Sybil sadly
passed away in the presence of her
devoted family.
Sybil, aged 79 years, was the devote
wife to husband Frank and loving
mother to Paul and Keith, a dear
mother-in-law and adored nan.
Sybil who lived in Booth Street Audley
was a member of the staff at the local
Co-op Store until her retirement, a
fun loving assistant who always found
time to talk and provide a smile for the
customers.
Sybil will be sadly missed but fondly
remembered by her loving family and all
who knew her.
The funeral took place at St. John’s
Parish Church Alsagers Bank on Friday
25th February followed by a cremation
at the Carmountside Crematorium.
All donations were given to the
Alzheimer’s Society in memory of Sybil.
To the family and friends of Sybil
please accept our condolences.

Ron Lockett
Ron, aged 81 years of Hope Street
Bignall End, peacefully passed away at
the City General Hospital on the 15th of
April 2011.
Ron was the dearly beloved husband
to Gladys, treasured dad of Yvonne, Paul
and Tracy, also the devoted grandad to
William and Lewis, also a dear brother
and father-in law.
He was a very well respected member
of our community, a former PMT
Bus company employee, who always
had time to speak to people he met
whenever out.
Ron was a family man, someone who
will be so sadly missed by his family
and friends who knew him.
The funeral service was held on
Wednesday 4th of May 2011, at the
Audley Methodist Church New Road
Bignall End.
This was then followed by cremation
at the Bradwell Crematorium.
To his family and friends please
accept our condolences.

Michael Smallwood (Mick)
We sadly report the death of Michael
Smallwood of Bignall End, who died
peacefully on the 10th of April 2011 at
his home.
Mick was the beloved dad to Mark
and Jane also a very dear grandad to
IIana, Thea and Sydney.
Mick was a kind hearted man, who
during his life was a joiner by trade,
even continuing working past his
retirement age.
He was a voluntary member of the
stage crew at the Audley theatre.
Mick will be sadly missed by his
family and the many friends who knew
him.
The funeral was held at St. James’
Church Audley, followed by cremation at
the Bradwell Crematorium.
We wish to extend our condolences to
family and friends.

Walker (Joan)
Sadly on the 12th February at the North
Staffs Royal Hospital aged 83 years
Joan Waker of Albert Street Bignall End
passed away.
Joan was the adored wife to Arthur
and loving sister to Cyril and the late
Doreen.
Joan was well known for her quiet
manner a lovely lady to speak to and
always found time for her many friends.
Joan loved to be part of local groups in
the village and was the Captain of the
Audley Parish Ladies No 2 bowling team
for many years, until her illness and the
need to care for husband Arthur during
his illness.
Joan will be so sadly missed by so
many, she was a loving wife and a
friend to all who knew her.
The funeral was held at the Bradwell
Crematorium on the 22nd of February
20011.
Donations were given to the Audley
Bowling Club. To Arthur and the family
of Joan please accept our condolences.

If you wish to place an announcements
why not contact the Editor, contact
details can be found on page 3.

Audley Community News

Ken Whitmore
We sadly announce the death of Ken
Whitmore, of Clynnogfawr North Wales,
aged 94 years.
Ken was a keen supporter of the Audley
Community News and has contributed
a number of reminiscences in recent
years.
Ken was born in Bignall End in 1916
and was one of 5 children. He left
school at the age of 14 and went to
work for the Swettenham company of
Chesterton. During army service in the
2nd World War he met his future wife
Nesta whilst posted in Conwy North
Wales.
Ken moved with his family in 1947
and has lived there until his death. Ken
leaves behind a daughter Kathryn and
her family who live in Liverpool.
To his family and friends please
accept our condolences.
Elsie Kelsall
Elsie, of Hall Street Audley, sadly passed
away on the 12th of April 2011 at the
Bradwell Hospital.
Elsie was the treasured wife to Percy
for 66 years and the much loved mum
to Jean, Norman and Ian.
She was dearly loved and will always
be fondly remembered by her family and
friends who will sadly miss her deeply.
The funeral was held on the 21st April
2011 at the Bradwell Crematorium.
To Percy, family and friends please
accept our condolences.
Peter Hoon
Peter aged 78 years, sadly passed away
at the CGH on the 12th April. Peter was
the dearly loved husband of Ann and
treasured dad to David.
Peter of Bignall End was a former
Secretary at the I.C.L. Kidsgrove Sports
& Social Club and was a former steward
at the Bignall End Cricket Club.
The funeral was held on the 20th
April at the Bradwell Crematorium.
All donations received went to the
British Red Cross. Please accept our
condolences

A Public Meeting will be held at the Audley & District Community Centre on the 10th June at 7.30pm to discuss the
lead up to the forthcoming “It’s Good to Live in Audley” day. Everyone would be most welcome.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Bereavements / Events

Audley Theatre Award
The National Operatic and Dramatic Association held their
annual awards and presentation evening in Sutton Coldfield
during April 2011.
Represenatives from the Audley Theatre Group were invited
to attend the awards. Audley Community News are pleased
to announce that the theatre were awarded the West Midland
Regional Best Drama Trophy in district 3 for the production of
Dry Rot in May 2010.

Dennis Cartledge
Horne Brothers

When caring and understanding is most needed

Local family owned
independent Funeral Director

Audley Borough Council
Election Results May 2011.
Ann Becch

Lab

749

Bert Proctor Lib Dem

671

Luck Hilliard Con

229

Roger Ruddle Ukip

168

M. Horne 01782 721868
D. Cartledge 01782 720719

Mercedes wedding limousines for hire.
Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Audley Methodist Church
We invite you to our Sunday morning services at
10.30am (including Junior Church and their evening
services at 6.00pm).
Please join us at the following events:
Saturday 16th July 2011
Strawberry Cream Tea between 2 and 4pm
Strawberries, Cream and Scones, Coffee and Tea.
A warm welcome awaits you.

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley
& 14 Birch Road, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent. Telephone:
01782 720719 or 01782 720238 Email: mark@
denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

IF you have an announcement you’d
like to make please email
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
or write to 23 Wood Street Bignall End Stoke on
Trent Staffs ST7 8QL

Audley
Millennium Green
When did you last take a
stroll on “Town Fields”?
Quite a lot of things have
been happening on the
Green. You might have seen
a new fence and a gate
between us and the Football
Club.
Joanne Morris, Newcastle
Community Warden did
some clearing of the stream
last year and recently a
group from the Borough’s
Community Payback scheme
have also done work on

the stream. You would
not believe the rubbish we
continually get out of the
water!
Pete Wells and Volunteers
from Newcastle Countryside
project have improved some
of the main paths on The
Green
The Committee and
Working Parties are very
grateful for all the work done
by these people and their
organizations.
As I write, working parties

are preparing the area for St.
George’s Day celebrations
and later in the year we will
again make extra efforts to
ensure The Green is at its
best for Audley Day.

IF YOU WANT TO
GET INVOLVED
CALL 01782 72023
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Annual General Meeting
for 2011 Audley & District
Community Centre.
The Annual General Meeting of the
Audley Community Centre was held on
the 8th of April 2011 at the Community
Centre.
Ron Bourne, Chairman, opened the
meeting at 7 p.m. and welcomed all
who were there.
The Secretary.
John Hargraves explained that he had
taken over as the Secretary after the
departure of the former Secretary Dawn
Dobson and because it had been found
a difficult gap to fill since Dawn left, this
role was now being shared to a certain
extent amongst other willing members
of the committee.
It was reported by the Bookings
Secretary that party bookings for young
children were increasing. This was
thought mainly due to the Baby Time
group giving exposure to the excellent
facilities of the Community building.
Several grants had been obtained
by the committee during the past
year, which included one from County
Councillor Dylis Cornes enabling us to
purchase a marquee which was used in
the “Its Good To Live In Audley Day” and
can now be used for other forthcoming
events and concerts. We also had a
grant to cover the cost of the flyers for
the Audley Day. We had 5000 printed
and tried to deliver them to each home
but we were not successful. We hope
this year’s event will be different: so
if you have a little free time we would
welcome your help, if only to deliver to
one of your local streets. We will let
you know when the flyers are available
in the next Audley Community News.
“Its Good To Live In Audley
Day” developed from Ron the
Chairman and Ernie Moulton, Editor
of this magazine, talking over a pint in
the Swan one night. Ernie asked if it
was possible for us to have an open air
concert at the community centre car
park during the summer, for the people

Features

of the parish Ron took this on board
and expanded the idea into a most
successful events day for our village.
We received two other grants from
the Parish Council, one was used to
build stilages in the big containers to
keep the marquee and other equipment
dry.
The second grant was used to install
an electric lock now fitted to the public
toilets which can be found on the front
of the community centre. This over
comes a big obstacle as the caretaker
had just retired and the opening up
and locking up of the toilet doors
was a major issue. This is now done
automatically which makes the job of
the new caretaker easier.
Chairmans Report.
Ron opened his report in thanking all
the members of the committee for all
the hard work which had been done
over the past twelve months and hoped
all the members would continue with
their duties.
There have been problems during
the winter months with the heating, the
water pipes were found to be frozen but
luckily we managed to de-frost them.
We have now insulated all the pipes in
the loft with insulation.
We have now had electricity installed
in the containers and a power supply
fitted outside which allows more
outdoor events (weather permitting).
2010 Audley Day was a tremendous
success and wheels are now in motion
to repeat this event.
We now have permission to use the
Wakes field for car parking on Audley
Day and will make the Community
Centre Car Park just for blue badge /
disabled drivers only.
The Millennium Green Trust welcomes
us using the Millennium Green for this
event and Ron spoke of the appreciation
of the work done by the Millennium
Trust Team volunteers in maintaining
the Green for the parish.
The Millennium Green Trust is
of course one of our target groups
that needs local volunteers for the
maintenance of the Green, without them
the village would lose a valuable asset.

Audley Community News

It is expected that this year’s event will
be even bigger than 2010 and we need
extra volunteers to help with car park
attendance/tea making and serving,
your help will be so appreciated.
We would welcome enquiries for
stalls for our 2011 event just call Ron
on 07946734008 for information and
let’s make this day a day to remember
in our parish.
Xmas Fayre 2010.
The Christmas Fayre was another
successful day for the Community
Centre, we had many stalls and we had
a visit from Santa.
Charges for bookings.
You now pay for the time you’re using
the centre when you book it for events.
Setup time and dismantle time has to
be paid for to cover the cost of heating
and lighting.
Indoor Bowls.
We have the equipment ready for use
for any group who wishes to use the
centre.
Weds Coffee / Sale of goods.
This continues to be a popular event
in our calendar and money made from
this event is helping us to fund 8 kids
off the street to climb at the Peak
Pursuits Climbing Centre.
Overall we have a lovely Community
Centre, a facility our parish should be
proud of, but we need your help by
either being a volunteer or come along
and use the facilities.

Disclaimer: The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services
advertised, or agree with the views or opinions expressed by contributors. Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual
errors, omissions, or spelling mistakes. To advertise call 01782 721565 or email audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Rotary
Club of
Audley
The Audley Rotary Club can be seen
in the picture opposite making a
presentation to Louis Foden of Bignall
End by Rotary Chairman, John Brunt,
left and Community Vocational Services
Chairman Brian Dodd.
Louis suffers from impaired vision
and mobility problems and the tricycle
is helping him to get around and play
with his classmates at Wood Lane
Primary School.
Louis was born with cataracts and
had to have an operation at just 18
months old, but still suffers from
impaired vision.
The specially adapted trike also
allows him to exercise his legs and
build up the muscles and has helped
him become more independent.
On Saturday 9th April, the Rotary
Club organized a session at Freeport,
Talke, to give free blood pressure
checks. The checks were provided
by qualified medical staff and over
100 people were checked. The event
was held to coincide with ‘Stroke
Awareness Week” and members of the
public were also handed leaflets giving
advice on maintaining healthy blood
pressure and recognizing and dealing
with symptoms of strokes.
The Rotary Club has joined forces

with other Rotary Clubs in the area to
plant a large number of purple crocuses
at Trentham Gardens and these are now
in full bloom.
The flowers are to commemorate the
Rotary Polio Plus campaign to eradicate
polio.
The purple flowers are symbolic of
the purple dye dabbed on a child’s
finger when they are immunized. The
programme started in 1987 when the
disease was prevalent in 122 countries.
Today, that number is down to just 4
countries - India, Pakistan, Afghanistan
and Nigeria.
We remain hopeful that in the next
few years we will have completly
eradicated this terrible disease.
As usual, we have been working
closely with the schools in our area

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry
Freezer Orders Welcomed
Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /
Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs
We now accept credit and debit cards
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

and have distributed a large number of
bookmarks for children to use.
On the social front, our quiz team
is again through to the final of the
District Quiz, which will be held in
Wolverhampton on the 8th of June
2011.
Neil Ginns.
Rotary Contacts:
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis
(01782 721483 neilginnis@atosorigin.com
Secretary: David Royle (01270 764201)
- lowe.royle@mscable.com
Website: www.audley.net/rotary
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The Perfect Fit

Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to: Unit 10,
Townhouse Farm,
Alsager Road, Audley
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Features

Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk Email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
Secretary: 07587 153449 Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834
Caretaker Enquiries: 07587 177637 Chairman Ron Bourne: 07946 734008

POP-IN for a coffee............

MONDAY

We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our
Coffee Mornings, and Fundraising Events...... you don’t need any experience, just a
willingness to help. If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are
interested then just ask Ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it. Or if
you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008. Thank you.

Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Contact: Annette 01782 720646.
Weight Watchers ~ 5.45pm to 8.15pm
Contact Sandra on 07897248074

WE ARE AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Baby, Soccer, ~ 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Contact Karl 07747867745
Slimming World, Alison on 07597279994
Start 4.30pm – 8.30pm
Coffee Morning set up 8.30pm - 10pm

Having a Party?
Starting a Keep Fit Group
or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a
Public gathering? ………………
Contact our Booking Secretary
on 07506159834 or
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk
for more information.

COFFEE MORNING
& BARGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FREE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

Coming up…………
Wood Lane Art Group Gallery July 16th 9am to 4pm.
June Slimming World classes will be available on a Tuesday morning.
Contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008
Audley Parish Bowmen Sunday August 28th 8am to 4pm.
Audley Day 3rd September 2011, for details contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008.
3rd Saturday of the month available for hire.

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee Morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.00am until 11.30am
Zumba Dancing 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Contact Barbara on 07977211484

THURSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm
Contact: Deb 01782 723960

FRIDAY
Fighting Fit With Lea ~ 4.15pm
Contact: 07751551939
Audley Community News
10.30 - 12.30pm
Contact Ernie 01782 721565

SATURDAY MORNING
My BabyTime ~ Every 2nd & 4th Sat
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337

Car Boots 2011
PAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat of month
For information please contact
Bernard on 07762285315.
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Mothers’ Union in Audley
The Annual General Meeting of St.
James’ Mothers’ Union left us quite
exhausted when we heard the report of
all the things we’d done last year, but
we were also thrilled at the support we
had received from our friends in Audley.
THANK YOU.
Mothers Union is a World Wide
Christian organization which believes
in promoting the values of stable
relationships, most particularly within
marriage and family life. To this end
we support marriages and families in
many parts of the world, training people
who live in an area to work there as we
believe they are best placed to know the
needs of their own towns and villages.
In England our members run creches

Loss of village PCSO
Despite the assurances given at
a meeting by the Police Authority
Consultative Committee held at the
Audley & District Community Centre on
the 23rd of March this year, that any
future cut backs by the Police authority,
would make no difference to the scale
of policing in our parish of Audley.
We have now been informed, after

for children visiting parents in prison,
knit garments for premature babies, run
parenting classes and provide “Away
from it All” holidays and short breaks for
needy families. This is only a very small
part of what we do!
Here in Audley we have a regular
Friday morning “Coffee Time”
every week from 10am till 12 noon,
held in the St James’ Church Hall.
We would love to welcome you for
a drink and a chat. Please call in
sometime.
You are also welcome to join us at our
monthly meetings in St. James’ Church
Hall, all of which are open to both men
and women.
At our June meeting we will be
welcoming Sue Booth, whose name
will be familiar to many of you from her

years spent at Radio Stoke. If you don’t
remember the name you will remember
her voice when you hear her!
All meetings are held in St. James’
Church Hall at 7.15pm.

only a few weeks, that our parish has
lost one of its PCSO who has been
seconded to join the Newcastle AntiSocial Behaviour team.
The purpose of having Police
Community Support Officers, as we
thought, was to work as a link between
police and the general public.
It has taken several years for the
Parish team of police and PCSO to
resolve the local youth anti-social

problem which we had.
They have earned the trust and
respect of our local people to deal with
this kind of problem.
Our only concern is that these
problems may once again return and
that these additional and new changes
are in direct contradiction to the
assurances given at the meeting.

Bignall End
Hair Studio
Quality styling by qualified staff
specialist on all types of hairdressing.

Summer Programme.
16th June Sue Booth
“The Word in the Air”
21st July Songs of Praise.
26th July Day out to Southport
£10 Everyone Welcome!.
For details contact Dorothy Wright
Tel: 01782 721576
18th August Rev Peter Davies.
For more information about your
village Mothers Union please contact:
Annette Dodd
Tel: 01782 721058

Bignall
End
Barbers
Shop
Price List Hair Cut.
£6.50 Kids.
£6.00
OAP.
£4.50 Back &
Sides. £4.00 Grade
all over. £4.00 Wash &
Cut.
£8.00 Beard
Trim.
£1.50

Open 5 days per week | Mon Closed | Tue 9.30am - 5.00pm.
Wed. 1pm - 5.00pm | Thurs 1pm - 6.00pm.
Friday 9.30am - 7.00pm | Sat 9.30am - 3.00pm.

Tibb Street Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot. 01782 722777

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Successful Beer Festival
Surprise!! Surprise!! The barrels were empty.
This year’s 10th Beer Festival was business as usual at the
Audley Football Club off Old Road Bignall End, when by the
end of the week the beer barrels were dry.
With more than 33 barrels of real ale and 6 ciders to
choose from no wonder the club attracted so many visitors.
The festival is an annual event run by voluntary members to
raise much needed funs to help finance the working of the
football club.
Audley Football Club reported that they were very grateful
to all the individuals and businesses who once again
supported the event by providing all the beers and ciders
which were sold. Even though the financial climate has made
money tight, sponsors still gave their support which helped to
make the club a substantial profit.
Each night of the festival they received a steady stream
of visitors with the Friday night being an exceptionally packed
house. The club would welcome your feedback, positive
or negative, as this may help any future event to be more
successful.
The football club also choose a local voluntary group each
year to support by donating part of the profits from the
festival to them. This years group is the Audley Community
News who have received a cheque for £500 to help towards
the cost of printing their Newsletter.
If you missed this years festival please make sure you come
along and visit us next year and make the next event even
more of a success and remember it benefits other voluntary
groups in your parish.

Audley Day 2011

Our “It’s good to live in Audley” day will be here
once again on Saturday 3rd September between 10am and
4pm, held at the Audley & District Community Centre and on
the Millennium Green.
Last year was an amazing day and we are hoping for an
even more successful day this year. We had over 80 inquiries
last year from local groups wishing to be part of the event and
we are hoping for the same response.
We are now looking for volunteers to help with this event.
Call Ron on 07946734008 to be part of our village day.

PAINTER & DECORATOR

QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
Gary Ford. Tel: 01782 622402 Mob: 07928661030

Expert Guitar Tuition
5 String Bluegrass Banjo
Tuition for Clarinet available
All styles catered for, beginners welcome.
Lessons given from either the friendly
atmosphere of my home or I will travel to your home.
Competitive prices-no extra charge for weekend tuition.

For more details Tel: ( 01782 ) 723194
The Local Muse in Brief

Excitement last night here in Miles Green,
From front bedroom window witnesses whole scene,
Police arrested two youths by football field seating,
One drinking battery acid, the other firework eating,
Constable then decided that first youth be charged,
Conveyed him down road where he was garaged.
Turning to other he gave a smile and cough,
Then took out a match and let second lad off.
While at Newcastle Police Station,
Robbers have stolen the loo,
No finger prints found, not one single clue,
Sergeant was baffled, for when all said and done,
He knew that the force now had nothing to go on.
On yellow lines in Audley village
A Frog and Toad decided to park.
It was late in the evening
And way, way after dark
They thought they were safe so decided to stay,
But Police came along and Frog got Toad away.
Audley’s untidiest man has diedSadly we relate,
Police say ‘til his funeral,
He’ll be laying in a State!

Secret Watch

“Psst! Psst! Psst!” Dragonfly murmured to Bumble Bee,
Who happened to be hovering around blossom tree,
“I’ve just seen friend Frog with a full open bottle of stout,
Left on stream’s grassy bank by some uncaring lout”.
“Psst! Psst! Psst!”, Bumble bee answered hovering Dragon
Fly,
Swooping down below to give Frog quick searching eye,
Dragon Fly followed diving in his Red Arrow style,
On locating friend Froggie they both gave a broad smile.
“Psst! Psst! Psst!” Bumble Bee gasped, “Frog’s lost his green
suit.
He doesn’t look like Froggie, he appears more like a Newt”.
“Psst! Psst! Psst!”. Again I think they both said.
Both of these poems written by Peter Hodgkins
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Generous
Donation
to Audley
Scouts

On Saturday the 7th of May 2011,
celebrations were the order of the
day at The Audley Scouts Hall in
Wereton Road Audley, after they
were the recipients of a cheque for

Features

£60,000 which has been donated by
the executors of the late Mr. Derek
Frederick George Ropers will, who sadly
passed away in 2010.
Mr. Roper left instructions that the
residue from the sale of his house in
Westbury Park Clayton Newcastle,
should be divided and given to local
worthy charities chosen by the
executors Mrs. Cicely Ann Brammer and
his solicitor.
Mrs. Brammer who was a good
friend to Mr. Roper told the people
gathered that Mr. Roper who was born
in Tamworth, had served in the Cold
Stream Guards, then as a Detective
Sargeant in the London Scotland Yard
Fingerprint Department.
Mr. Roper then moved into the
Newcastle area where he worked for the
local Police Force until his retirement.
During his retirement Mr. Roper
worked as a mentor in schools in
Stafford and he was very aware of the
importance of children’s needs and
education both in and out of school
activities.
He always encouraged children to join
in and take part in local events which he
believed enlightened their development
for the future.
Mrs. Brammer said that last year
she had been made aware of the

Audley Community News

poor condition of the building use by
the Scouts, by close relatives, namely
Christopher Hough and his father
Stephen.
Christopher started as a Beaver, then
a Cub and finally as a Scout and Steven,
his father has done voluntary work at
the Scout Hall.
The Scout Hall was donated by the
Warham family, which was once the old
Salvation Army meeting hall.
Mrs. Brammer has visited the Scout
Hall and has seen the need for urgent
repairs to the property and because
of Mr.Roper’s charity request she
was happy to present the cheque for
£60,000 to be used for the renovations.
The photograph shows, left to right
Mrs. Cicely Brammer having presented
the cheque to a very suprised Mrs.
Deana Walsh, the Audley Scouts leader.
It is hoped that the renovation of their
club house will be completed in time for
their 100 year celebrations in 2012.
We appeal for pictures, stories and
information to use in an article to be
written for a future issue. If you have
any information, please contact the
Editor of the magazine.
Audley Scouts would also welcome
new members and are in desperate
need of adults to help run the club.

Bignall
End
Cricket
Team
2011
Bignall End were promoted as
Standing left to right: Joel Quick, Mat Burgess, Mat Saive, Dave Moreton, Harry
champions in 2010 to Division 2 of the
Jones, Kieran Massey. Front row left to right: Usman Siddique, Simon Howle, Andy
North Staffs and South Cheshire League. Howle (captain), Kim Barnett (vice), Ben Massey.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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SPORTS QUIZ
1. How long does a game of American Football last?
2. Other than the Epsom Derby, name a race in the Triple
Crown?
3. In which country was the first Football World Cup
staged in 1930?
4. Who was disqualifited from Wimbledon in 1995 after
accidently hitting a ball girl with a ball in a burst of
temper?
5. In which sport is the Curtis Cup contested?
6. Only 2 Americans have won the Formula One World
Motor Racing Championship, can you name them?
7. In which country was ex England cricket captain, Tony
Greg born?
8. Which sport does Constantino Rocca play?
9. Which football team did Manchester United legend Sir
Bobby Charlton player/manager for 2 seasons?
10. Who was the”bodyline” cricket bowler?
11. Which country turned Rugby Union’s Five Nations into
the Six Nations Championship in 2000?
12. Who was the first snooker player to score a maximum
147 break in World Championship snooker?
Please turn to page 30 for the answers.

Another World
Championship goes
to our Harriet
We once again salute the achievements of Harriet Maddock,
who lives in our parish in Heathcote Road Miles Green with
her family. On March the 6th this year she went on to take
the Ladies Catch Weight Kick Boxing World Championship,
when taking on one of her well-known rivals Nat Sharp of
Sheffield.
This was a dream final as both contestants had longed to
fight each other on a number of occasions, but never had
the opportunity.
Nat had prepared for the fight by working with a
professional boxer Jon ‘Buster’ Keeton for more than
12 months.
The event took place at the Octagon Arena Sheffield,
Sheffield University. As you probably understand, Harriet was
the underdog for the fight with it being held in Nat’s
own back yard of Sheffield.
This was a grudge fight with both contenders wanting the
win, but once the fight was over there was only one winner
as all the judges gave Harriet a unanimous decision by 3-0.
What an achievement by our Harriet, who now holds 5
World Championship titles.

C. W. Mottram
& Family
Independent Funeral Directors
Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†
Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†
Assistance in Completion of
Bereavement Benefit Claims
†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service
†
Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 07900492692 01782 720057
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk
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A Legend in his time Aaron Lockett.
The parish of Audley has always had a
reputation for its Sporting Heroes, but
one man stands out from the crowd.
Born in Mellard Street Audley in 1893,
who was to have known that this young
lad who they often saw tossing a cricket
ball and kicking a football on the old
Patch would become one of our village
Sporting Heroes.
Aaron Lockett was the boy’s name
and with his friends he would be seen
playing for hours on the Patch, a piece
of waste ground used by the locals in
Wereton Road Audley.
Aaron’s first step into cricket was
when he and his friend Arthur Ikin (the
father of the famous England cricketer
John Ikin) joined the Audley Cricket Club
when aged 14 years.
His stay at the Audley Cricket Club
was a short one, lasting just two years
then he and Arthur decided to join the
Bignall End Cricket Club, a club he
would always hold close to his heart.
On his cricket debut for Bignall End
second-eleven Aaron made 82 runs off
the Alsager bowler and was immediately
promoted to the first-eleven.
By 1914 Bignall End were then in the
South Cheshire and District League and
by then he was known as an all-rounder.
Aaron also became an outstanding
player in the War Workers League and
also in the North Staffordshire League
when it was reformed and Bignall End
CC re-admitted in 1919.
By 1920 Aaron had joined Lidgett
Green who were in the Bradford Cricket
League and some of the teams in this
league were in a position to field up to
11 professional players.
Despite becoming a Professional
cricketer, Aaron continued to live at his
home in Ravens Lane and worked as
a colliery fireman at the Rookery pit in
Bignall End.
During his time at Lidgett Green
he took 50 wickets and performed a
hat-trick. Unfortunately his night shift
working down the local mine, followed
by a match in Yorkshire, then a walk
from Stoke Station to his home in
Bignall End each weekend was too

much of a strain for Aaron and he left
the club.
Aaron met and married a local
girl, Lily Burgess, and they had two
daughters Daisy and Ivy. Ivy is the only
surviving member of the family and still
lives in Ravens Lane Bignall End aged
89 years.
Ivy told the editor that her father
would start preparing for the cricket
season in late January each year, as he
had built a concrete pathway down his
rear garden to use as a wicket.
Ivy recalls her father asking his wife
to brush the frost off the path for when
he returned home from his night shift at
the local mine.
He had erected wickets and would
bowl for hours having his children
retrieving the balls for him. She also
has loving memories of the times when
her father played and had to travel
from home. In those days he had
no transport, so he had to travel by
Crosville bus to Crewe railway station
with all his bats and cricket equipment
then on to each event by train.
Ivy, Daisy and mother would often
walk to meet him on his return and try
to carry his large cricket bag, which, of
course, would be far too heavy for them.
Aaron was a family man who loved
to be on holiday with his family and
Blackpool during the early 1950s would
be the place to be with daughter Daisy,
wife Lily and daughter Ivy.
Following his time at Lidgett Green
he then had a season as an amateur
with the Congleton Cricket Club while
qualifying again for the Bignall End
Cricket Club, with whom he had four
more memorable seasons from 1922.
Bignall End were crowned champions
for three successive seasons during this
time.
Aaron then went on as a Professional
with Old Hill who played in the
Birmingham Cricket League, which
was followed by 11 seasons playing
for Oldham in the Central Lancashire
League.
From 1919 onwards Aaron played
many times for his home county of

Staffordshire and the Minor Counties.
Aaron’s feats are almost legendary.
In 15 seasons with Bignall End he
topped the batting averages eight times,
the bowling averages nine times and
both five times.
During one of the matches playing for
Old Hill in Birmingham League, Aaron
took seven wickets for no runs, which
included four wickets in four balls, then
finished the match with ten wickets for
fourteen runs that included the last man
hitting him for three fours.
Despite having to travel from Bignall
End, during his 11 seasons with Oldham
he made 5,458 runs in 210 completed
innings and took 1,069 wickets using
5,000 overs. He also took 100 wickets
five times and made several centuries
with his bat. Aaron was loved at the
Oldham club and when their new
ground was opened at Pollards, Aaron
was chosen to bowl the first over, the
fact that Aaron’s team were batting, this
did not bother him and he dismissed his
own player for a duck in the over.
In one match against Walsden, he
took seven wickets for twenty runs in
their innings of 60, then made 42 runs
not out to win the match almost on his
own.
Many times offers of bigger money
were made to Aaron to leave Oldham
but he stayed loyal to them.
Several times he almost pulled off a
remarkable double. Against Crompton
for instance, he made 108 with the bat
then went on to take eight wickets for
38 runs.
For Staffordshire between 1919-39
a span of more than 20 years he was a
great servant.
Records show during that time the
likes of: 1921, against Berkshire, four
wickets in five balls, including a hattrick. 1923, against Linconshire, nine
for 12 runs. 1925, against Cheshire,
fourteen wickets including nine for
38 in the first innings. 1927, against
Lancashire 11 five for 6 runs.
In all, during his county games, he
took 331 wickets at an average of
12.80.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Aarons
greatest feat
Records come and records go, but
one thing stands out from Aaron’s
career as a cricketer.
In 1928 Aaron had been selected to
play for the Minor Counties. The match
was held in Exeter, they were playing
against the West Indies. This was the
first time that a team from the West
Indies had come over to tour England.
The West Indies were a very strong
side having players of the like of Learie
Constantine and Manny Martindalenaming just two.
The West Indies batted first and
racked up 280 runs and with the wicket
wearing, the Minor Counties were all
out for 108 runs with Aaron hitting 22
runs.
The Minor Counties were made to
follow on. The second innings started
just as bad with the early wickets falling
cheaply.
The Minor Counties were struggling
with wickets falling, then up to the
crease came Aaron. Despite the
battering he took from the West Indies
fast bowlers, Aaron knocked 154 runs
and the tourists were set to make 146
runs to win the match in their final
innings.
Aaron’s innings was a stepping stone
for the Minor Counties, turning an
almost certain defeat into a celebratory
victory and they skittled the West Indies
out 42 runs short of their target.
Aaron also played for Staffordshire
against the West Indies and once again
showed no fear of their bowling when
hitting 88 runs. What more can be said
of a man who achieved so much, but in
fact the story goes on.
Not only did Aaron play cricket he also
played football. After playing in local
junior football, Aaron joined Port Vale
in 1914 as a centre-forward and he in
fact scored on his debut in a Central
League match against Oldham. At
that time Port Vale were not members
of the Football League. In 1915 he
was again among the scorers in Vale’s
3-0 win over Macclesfield in the final
of the North Staffordshire Infirmary
Cup. During the First World War he

A young
Aaron above.

Aaron walking out to bat against the West
Indies second innings hitting 154, in 1928.

Aaron retires age 69, above and below with
the ball age 17 years playing football.

occasionally appeared at Vale’s Old
Recreation Ground in Hanley, alternating
between Vale and Audley FC.
Aaron also had spells at Stoke City
and also Stafford Rangers, winning a
medal with Stoke when they finished as
champions of the Lancashire Section of
the Football League in 1917-18.
He returned to Vale in 1919 when
Vale joined the Football League and
played just nine games in what was
the Second Division. In 1920 he was
released by Vale and returned to Audley
FC to round off his football career.
Aaron lived, loved and played sport
when and wherever he could.
His professional career spanned over
twenty years and his love for cricket
carried on for all of his life.
He became a Minor Counties Umpire
and continued to play for his beloved
Bignall End up to the age of 69 years
old. For one season he became a

First Class Umpire and Ivy recalls dad
umpiring at Derby in a match against
the Australians and Don Bradman was
playing, a player he always wished to
play against, but Aaron never got the
opportunity to fullfill his wish.
Aaron also shared his talent with
others, being partly responsible for
helping the likes of John Ikin and
Bob Taylor with their coaching. Both
became members of the England
International Team. Aaron coached
many others who went on to succeed in
the game of cricket and also taught the
game to schools in the local area.
It was said he would always have
a cricket ball in his pocket and would
often be seen whilst out walking the
village streets just tossing it in the air to
keep the feel of the leather in his hands.
A remarkable man who never forgot
his roots and returned to the village he
loved to play for his local village team.
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The Stilistics

You may think that going on a walk is
relatively straightforward -- but is it?
Check that you have your Ray Mears
survival tin, correct weather gear and
your stick to act as a third arm or
leg. At least one of us knows the way.
Usually, like most notable expeditions,
a previous reconnoi,,,,reconnai...recce
has been carried out.
We do try to think of the well being
of the group and so we try to start
and finish at a suitable local hostelry.
Conversation is varied but if you are
clever you could repeat one good joke
or story by moving amongst the group.
Stiles! I’m glad you mentioned
that. You must remember that we all
enjoy the concessionary prices at the
hostelries, (Clue to our maturity), and so
you can guess our trials and tribulations
as we scale the many and varied styles
of stiles! We are a very friendly group
and man handle or even woman handle
each other over the stiles as they
present themselves. We don’t really
count them. Time is important. But on
the last walk a mathematician present
tallied seventeen, by carving notches
on his stick. They varied in difficulty
from high to higher, and narrow to “is

there another way?” I think we are now
all aware of each others hip and knee
medical conditions, and when we had
surgery, but as a loyal bunch, we are
sworn to secrecy. Advice on how to
conquer each stile is freely available but
often completely useless. It isn’t easy
to be rational when you are halfway up
a stile, or is it half way down, six feet in
the air, when all around you are telling
you what to do with your left leg or
indeed where to stick it. The different
designs of stiles could fill a book!
Probably one exists “The 39 Stiles” by
John Buchan. I took a measurement of
the distance you need to surmount the

“top” of the stile and on average it was
2’ 6” from the step. I defy an Olympic
hurdler to scale this height.
Ok, stiles apart! The animals that
graze these fields can cause some
concern. Inquisitive herds of heifers,
friendly horses, ranging from Shetland
to much larger war horses, very often
make us close our ranks and walk
closer together, ever watchful in case
they charge! Anyway, as we vanish over
the hill into the next valley you may hear
us singing “Valderee valdera” on one of
these Tuesday walks.
Bryan Williams.

Maureen became Parish Clerk in
1983 and has served during those 28
years with 14 different chairs of council.
Her devotion to duty, enthusiasm and
tremendous knowledge will be greatly
missed by all members of the council.
She will be very difficult to replace.
The council wishes her a long,
healthy and happy retirement. Present

and past members of the council also
wish to recognise the support given to
Maureen, in her duties, by her husband
Ken, who has been ever present in the
background.
Thank you Maureen and best wishes.
The photograph above shows the
ARPC at the meeting with Maureen
standing third from the left front row.

Audley Rural Parish
Council News

Two important announcements were
made at the April 2011 meeting held at
the Wood Lane Community Centre,by
Council Chairman Ian Wilkes.
Councillor Wilkes announced that
he would no longer be standing as a
parish councillor for Audley and that he
would be retiring as the Chairman, but
still had twelve months to serve as a
Borough Concillor.
Ian said that he had enjoyed his
10 years as a Parish Councillor and
thanked all the members of the council
for their support during this time.
Ian then also announced the
retirement of the Parish Council Clerk
Mrs.. Maureen Smedley.
The Audley Rural Parish Council
wishes to place on record its
appreciation and gratitude to its retiring
clerk, who will retire in May 2011.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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General Quiz
1. What are Homonyms?
2. Hades was the Greek God of What?
3. Who wrote The Hobbit?

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch.
Give your dog the care it needs.

4. What is the closest planet to the Sun?
5. What is a mammal with a pouch for its young called?
6. Who has the most neck bones, a human or a giraffe?
7. What does an Entomologist study?
8. Which is the largest bird on the planet?
9. The statue of Liberty was a gift to the USA from which
country?
10. How can you tell if a shape is symmetrical?
11. What kind of creature is a Cabbage White?
12. In which war was the Victoria Cross first awarded?
You can find the answers on page 30.

We need
your NEWS!
The News Team at the Audley Community News would
welcome your information or stories for publication.
If you have events to pubicise why not contact our Team.
You can find our contact details on page 3 of this
magazine.

AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR
We rehearse on Tuesday afternoons, 2.30pm - 4pm.
in The Pensioners Hall Audley.
The Choir has now grown to 33 members.
So far this year we have visited the Salvation Army in
Chesterton and entertained the Cameo group in Audley.
Our future event dates are:
Concert at Knutton Church
Entertainment for St. James’ MU
SUMMER CONCERT

Sat. 14th May
Thur. 19th May
Tue. 12th July 2.30 pm.

If you are thinking about joining us or would
like us to sing for your event, please ring one
of the following numbers:
(01782) 721 693 or 722 551.

Tel: 01782 721735
357 Heathcote, Halmerend, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH
Many years experience.

GK MOTORSPORT
Auto welding specialist.
Brakes, clutches, Tuning for
most makes and models.
MOT failures free estimates.
Pre MOT inspection.
Chester Road Audley SOT
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944
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Double celebrations for Audley
Brass at Patrons Concert

Audley Brass Band held its Patrons
Concert on the 9th of April at the Audley
Theatre.
Audley Brass Band was founded in
1902 and throughout its life time it has
always relied upon its Patrons, sponsors
and the support of the people who
attend its concerts.
The Patrons Concert is held each year
to give thanks for the continued support.
The first of their celebrations came
with the first public performance of
the Brass Band with its new Musical
Director, Ian Turner, who had taken over
after the departure of Colin Hartley at
the end of last year.
Ian is himself an accomplished
trombone player of the highest level.
Ian has been a guest player for
the Band for just over 18 months,
supporting them in many of their
concerts.
During his career Ian has played with
many of the famous Brass Bands &
Orchestras throughout the country.
Some of the highlights of his career
include playing alongside the likes
of Don Lusher (the world famous
Trombone player with the Ted Heath
Band and Leader of the Don Lusher Big
Band and Orchestra).
Ian also duetted with Ronald Barron,
Trombonist with the Boston Pops &
Symphony Orchestra and also played
with the Black Dyke, Brighouse and
Rastrick (National Champions) &
Flowers Band.
In 1998 Ian fulfilled his ambitions
when taking up the baton with the

Shipston Town Band.
In 2005 he moved north with wife
Sarah who is a Solo Baritone with the
Audley Brass Band.
Ian soon got involved with local bands,
first playing Trombone then setting up
the training band at Mereside Brass.
Ian was then appointed Musical
Director of Rode Hall Band.
Following Rode Hall, Ian was then
appointed Musical Director of the
Tarporley Silver Band a position which
he still holds.
Ian started his association with Audley
Brass Band when in 2009 he was
asked to help out at a concert to play
Trombone. Now after 18 months, he
has been promoted to their new Musical
Director.
We all wish Ian good success for the
future with the Audley Band.
The Concert was a most successful
night of musical entertainment, with
almost two hours of music which
included a look at the Audley Brass
Band Training Band, who are a group of
up and coming players, some of which

have already managed to play in the full
band.
Audley Brass are always on the
lookout for new talent and would
welcome anyone who may be interested
to join them. You don’t have to have an
musical instrument, they will provide
one for you and why not go along just
for a trial, no obligation, just see how it
goes.
During the final part of the night’s
entertainment we came to the second of
the celebrations with a presentation.
Chairman of Audley Brass Peter
Hawxell, who is also a Trombonist with
the band, announced that one of the
members of the band had served 40
years service as a player.
Mark Woodvine, Principal Euphonium,
was presented with a silver salver to
celebrate 40 years service and his wife
Jean was given a bouquet of flowers for
all the support she had given to him.
Both of Mark’s children Kerry and
Michael were at one time members of
the band.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Charitable Donation by Bikers at
the Bignall End Cricket Club
Why is it we often make the wrong
assessment when we see the leather
clad bikers, touring our roads on their
chrome covered motorbikes?
Well it’s time your opinions were
changed.
Over the past eight years a group of
motor bikers, have held a rally at the
Bignall End Cricket Club. Not only do
they camp out at the Cricket Club, they
normally choose some of the coldest
times to do it.
Each February for the past eight years
this group of bikers, who come from
around Staffordshire and Cheshire and
have the name of Danger Mouse Rally
Club, gather at the Cricket Club for an
enjoyable weekend.
Please don’t let the leather jackets
and pigtails fool you, these are a
genuine group of kind hearted people.
Whilst at the Cricket Club they are
known as the Frozen Nuts, a very apt
name for the time of the year to camp
out.

The main aim of this group is just to
meet socially and help raise funds for
charitable causes.
The rally consists of bands in concert,
raffles, donations and entrance fees.
This year they have chosen the
Midland Air Ambulance as it’s charity.
The photograph attached shows
Alison Potts from Air Ambulance,
receiving a cheque for just over £2000
from Biker Chairman John Jones
(Bones).
The money donated will help to keep
3 helicopters in the air which are used
to help save lives.
Air Ambulance is a voluntary service
which needs support from the people.
If you wish to find more out about Air
Ambulance or to make a donation go to:
www.midlandsairambulance.com
or Tel: 0800 840 20 40
Danger Mouse Rally Club has been
running for over 25 years now and
they have helped to raise thousands of
pounds for various charities.

This local event brings money into our
community as they use the local shops
and public houses whilst they are here.
Thank you Bikers long may your
support continue.
To find more out about the Bikers go
to: www.dmrc.co.uk/charity.htm

Halmer End
Wildlife Trust
What a busy time! Our hardworking
volunteers have planted 2000 bluebells
and hundreds of daffodils at Bateswood
Nature Reserve. Five hundred saplings
have also been planted to bring all year
round colour. Many thanks to everyone
who helped. The trees were donated by
the Woodland Trust in association with
the R.H.S. to celebrate the International
Year of the Forest 2011.
Work has also started on our wildlife
meadow adjacent to the path leading
from the bridle way to the lake. After
advice from the Staffs. Wildlife Trust we
are using a perennial mix which might
take a couple of years to get established
but should be more successful in the
long term.
The wildflower seed was financed
with a Grassroots Grant from

Staffordshire Community Foundation.
They have also funded five extra seats
and a floating island on the lake which
will give our wildfowl somewhere to
roost and hopefully nest. By the way
many thanks to everyone who has fed
the ducks especially during the cold
spell in December. Extra special thanks
to Margaret and Eric who go every day
whatever the weather.
We hope that the people who stole

over one hundred of our newly planted
trees, canes and rabbit guards are
looking after them. On a personal note
thank you for leaving my grandson’s
tree which had his name on - obviously
a thief with a conscience.
Bateswood has been the target of
repeated vandalism this Spring. If
anyone sees anything untoward please
report it on 033123445.

Mary Turner
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Audley &
District WI
News 2011
We at the Audley & District WI have
enjoyed a brilliant start to our year, but
it seems ages since we went to the
Audlety Panto, which was excellent.
It was really interesting hearing about
Endon Well Dressing. I personally had
no idea what it involved. Barbara Hall
created a picture made out of flowers,
greenery and seeds, etc. I picked up
some good ideas for my grandson’s
model railway layout.
Keith Atley brought a selection of
slides about ‘the Joys of Spring’. They
were beautiful, perhaps my favourite
season. People tell me my garden looks
quite stunning in springtime and for all
those passers-by who ask what my blue
and white flowers are, Keith informed
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me they are Chinodoxia, which means
‘Glory of the Snow’. They really are a
glorious show each spring.
In March we held our Group Meeting,
where the WI’s in our group get together
for a big meeting. Our guest speakers
were Mr. and Mrs. C. Moores with a talk
on ‘History of Mystery’.
We learned a lot about famous
magicians; they were very funny. As
soon as they arrived they lit up the
room. I assisted with a trick and
everyone wondered where my ring had
disappeared to; how had it moved to
where I found it? But ‘that’s magic’, as
they say. And, as if that wasn’t enough,
it was very humbling to meet this
magical Derby couple whose fee was a
donation to a children’s hospice.
The lady made cards, the price
of which also went to the children’s
hospice. They didn’t even ask for
travelling expenses. One of our ladies
said they felt quite down that morning,
but our meeting served as a real tonic.
Our members enjoyed a walk through

Bates Woods and appreciated the lovely
meal of fish and chips at the Butcher’s
Arms to top off a really nice day.
One of our members, Sheila Asky,
passed away recently. She will be sadly
missed, a lovely lady who would do
anything for anybody, with a big smile
and someone who you always felt better
for meeting in the village.
We are looking forward to a ‘Bluebell
Walk’ and a trip to the theatre, then
in June we have our Birthday Party.
The 28th of July brings ‘A Taste of
Chocolate’ with Angela Webb. 25th
of August is ‘Chadsmore Tapestries’
with Barbara Marshall. The 22nd of
September we have ‘Stapeley Rescue
Centre’ with Andrew Smith.
If you are interested in visiting us we
are at St. James’ Church Hall in Audley
at 7pm on the last Thursday in each
month.
You would be most welcome.
For details contact Anne on:
721957 or Glenis on 722009.

This only lasted a very short period.
The building was then taken over by the
Sally Robinson Studio Pottery company
which provide employment for a number
of local people for a few years, making
plaques, ornaments and such.
After Sally Robinson left it was taken
over by the Denise Moore School for
Dance, before it became a pre-school
nursery in 1992, which was known as

Nursery Time.
In 2006 it changed hands and
continued its nursery theme becoming a
day nursery known as Little Scamps but
this also closed down within a year.
The building had been left empty until
being purchased and an application to
convert the building into a block of flats,
which is now in progress. We maybe
featuring a new article in a future issue.

Revealed
once again
No 178 Ravens Lane Bignall End was
brought back to life, when workmen
removed the cladding from the front of
the building during recent renovations
revealing the old shop signs.
No 178 was known as Swettenham
Brothers grocery store in 1916.
From around 1921 until 1962 it was
known as Swettenham Ltd which was a
grocery and provisions merchants.
Swettenham Ltd was a store built
on the lines of the Cooperative stores,
which offered dividends to its members
and in Bignall End it was in competition
with the old Butt Lane store also in
Ravens Lane.
After Swettenham Ltd closed the
building was left empty for a number
of years then in 1967 it once again
became a grocery store when the Victor
Value Supermarket company took over
the premises.

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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Leddy’s Field
Leddy’s Field wildlife area is looking
lovely this spring and life is gradually
returning. First in January a pair of
Mallard ducks were seen on the pond.
She was seen later sitting on her eggs
and by the end of April the little ducklings
had arrived. There is divided opinion
about feeding these with bread as it
encourages mould on the pond. Corn in
small amounts has been suggested as a
better food, though one view is that they
are best finding their food naturally so the
population is self regulating. Information
welcome.
In February 20 Canada geese landed
on the pond. They certainly made their
presence heard as they took off. In
small numbers they are OK but if they
continue to come in large numbers they
create a messy surround to the pond.
The voluntary Ranger is monitoring the
situation.
Also in February 2 pairs of bullfinches
were seen and 2 moorhens returned at
the end of the month. The visiting heron
was back on the 22nd March and comes
regularly in the morning. He looks lovely
but when the ducklings hatch he can see
them as a convenient breakfast as he
passes through. He appears to ignore
the moorhens.
Two types of woodpeckers can be
heard hammering away, the black and
white and the green. Jays have been
seen and the cheery old common frog is
busy so there should be tadpoles
soon.

April saw the clouded yellow
butterflies and hedgehogs have been
introduced.
The native wild cherry was covered
in white flowers and is more visible
since the tree management programme
opened up the views. The bluebells
were in bloom and interesting ferns
have been noticed on the banks of
the brook by a visiting botanist. The
ranger and some walkers and bowmen
think that the dog fouling has been
reduced so a very big THANK YOU to
our responsible and considerate dog
walkers. Maybe the grandmother who
was so upset about her grand children’s
spoiled picnic last June was able to
take them for an Easter Egg hunt this
year. Well done.

Carpet &
Vinyl Flooring
Fitting & floor laying Service
40 Years Experience.
Call Keith Shannon for a Free Estimate
Tel: 01782 721492 Mobile 0790 7618 356.

Already there is an increase in walker
numbers. This summer they will have
the advantage of more seating and
better paths and rails. The steps have
been thoroughly and well repaired and
now what all we need is the sunny
weather.

Answers to Sports Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

60mins
The St. Ledger or the Two Thousands Guineas
Uruguay
Tim Henman
Golf
Phil Hill and Mario Andretti
South Africa
Golf
Preston North End
Harold Larwood
Italy
Cliff Thorburn
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G&L.J. Fairbanks & Son
Seasonal baskets, bedding plants,
container plants, perennials & shrubs.
Free range eggs for sale

Police None Emergency Number
0300 123 44 55
To contact a local Police Officer dial 0300 123 2345 then
followed by the officers collar number below:
03960 PC Rob Dolman
08961 PCSO Ian Blythe
16736 PCSO Sarah Gibson.
The following is some advice to combat bogus callers.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett,
Newcastle Staffs. 01782 624399

Audley Cricket
Club Festival
The 5th annual Grand National Beer Festival held at the club
during April 2011 was once again a terrific success.
This year they had an electic mix of ales on show, as usual,
supported by some tasty local brews.
The festival was once again extremely well supported by
visitors during the week in which it was open.
Despite the weather being quite summery, the ale stayed
cool enough to be quaffed during the whole week.
The festival ended on the Grand National Day with the
evening seeing the club being ‘packed out’ and rocked by our
local band Riffed- a great day was had by one and all!
Many thanks go out to all our sponsors because without
their support the festival would not be so successful.

General Quiz Answers
1. A word that sounds the same but has a
different meaning.
2. The underworld or the dead.
3. JRR Tolkien.
4. Mercury.
5. Marsupial.
6. They both have seven vertebrae.
7. Insects.
8. Ostrich.
9. France.
10. When folded in half the two halves will
be identical.
11. Butterfly.
12. The Crimean War.

Most people who call at your home will be genuine but sometimes
someone may turn up unannounced with the intention of tricking
their way into your home. If someone calls on you:
LOCK - Keep your front and back doors locked, even when you
are at home.
STOP - Before you answer, stop and think if you are expecting 		
anyone. Check that you have locked the back door 		
and taken the key out. Look through a spy hole or 		
window to see who it is.
CHAIN - If you decide to open the door, put the chain on first, if 		
you have one. Keep the bar or chain on while you are 		
talking to the person on the door step.
CHECK - Even if they have an arranged appointment, check their
identity card carefully. Close the door whilst you do this. If you are
still unsure, look up a phone number in the phone book and ring to
verify their identity. Do not use a phone number on the identity
card as this may be fake.
Bogus callers may be smartly dressed and claim to be from
the council, police or utility companies. They can also turn up
as builders or gardeners and try to trick you into paying for
unnecessary work. You should never agree to having work done
by someone who is just passing by. If you think work needs to be
done get at least two quotes from other companies.
If you think a bogus caller is calling on you or has called on you,
report it to the police immediately.
Thanks

Ian Blythe

Mae West
I never worry about diets. The only carrots that
interest me are the number you get in a diamond.
Oscar Wilde
After a good dinner, one can forgive anybody, even
one’s relatives.

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES
General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing
Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

For a Free quote please contact:
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk
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The Swan Inn

Chapel street bignall end
Now under new management Linda & Paul your hosts

LIVE FOOTBALL
EVENTS EVERY WEEKEND

TUESDAY

MONDAY &
THURSDAY
DOMINOES

IS QUIZ NITE THIS INCLUDES;
PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT
OR DEAL NO DEAL

7 GUEST BEER’S

ALWAYS AVAILABLE
4 CIDERS AT ALL TIMES.

Happy Hour Mon-Thur
5pm to 7pm
Darts Team Required

“EAT FOR A £1.00”
EVERY WED 5PM TO 8PM

d
Mixeacks
p
l
Gril

BBQ

and s now
Packilable
ava

Quality local & home reared

SUNDAY NIGHT

Beef, Lamb,
Pork & Poultry.

IS PORK PIE & CHEESE NIGHTS

FOOD MON-THURS

5.30PM-8.30PM 2
CAN DINE FOR £8.99
THIS INCLUDES A
STARTER + MAIN MEAL

01782 720622

Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

w ill iam

r i l ey

& so ns lt d.

Seedsmen - ironmongers - hardware agricultural & horticultural merchants

ED
SE

RI

TU
IX
M

LE
YS

R

ES

Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area
Extended range of magazines. Confectionery.
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Key cutting service while you wait.
Ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
Greetings cards and stationery.
Garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.
Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

Web:

Tel: 01782 720212 fax: 01782 722089
www.seedmerchants.com email: rileys@fsmail.net

HORSLEYS
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

Best value locally.
Daily papers - Magazines - Sweets Chocolate - Household needs

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about
everything you could possibly need all under
one roof. Paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, fishing tackle,
pet food even horse feed - the list goes on and on. Basically
everything apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell
plugs. Drop by and take a look for yourself.

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices.
Rent a DVD for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per
night / 20 new releases every month.
Need to send a fax or have
something laminated? We are agents for
DRY CLEANING.

Bedding plants, container
plants, compost, grass seeds.
FOOD re-cycle bags NOW available
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
63 Church Street, Audley. Tel: 01782 720507

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT Testing station

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in
between, Miles Green will take care of it. We can
also sort out your tyres and exhausts.
We also offer a free collection and drop off
service and in an emergency you can give us a
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take
care of your vehicle.

21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End. Telephone 01782 729113

Potteries Building
Supplies
Building materials
Sand/gravel
CALL
decorative gravels
01782
SCREENED topsoil
562222
Bark chippings
BETTER
RAILWAY Sleepers CHEAPER
Roofing Drainage
FASTER
FREE
Landscaping INDIAN
LOCAL
DELIVERY
STONE Insulation
Plaster board

Tel: 01782 720333
MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES
HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

www.pbsupplies.co.uk sales@pbsupplies.co.uk
Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton,
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

