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MINNIE PIT MEMORIAL 

A service was held at Halmer End for the unveiling of a 
new memorial which has been erected to commemorate 
the mining disaster of 1918 when 155 men and boys died 
after an underground explosion at the Minnie Pit.     

 



Quaint  Village Views 
Here is a view that is no longer with us ,of a farm 
which was demolished a few years ago.  Try to 
work out where it was situated.  This farm was in 
the Parish and I’ll give you a clue!  The late farmer 
who farmed it, you would have heard coming from 
a mile away as he always appeared to wear 
‘Clogs’.  The farm  also had an excellent orchard, 
according to some of the former local apple and 
pear scrumpers!     Answer is on page 27. 

Dear  readers, 
Welcome to another year and let’s hope it is going to be an excellent one for everyone.  The past few months have been 
a trying time for me to get the newsletter established and hopefully we are now on our way, looking forward to a  
successful New Year.  Each issue we will try to improve the content of the newsletter, so your input is most important.  
The demand for the newsletter continues to increase, consequently, of course, the cost also increases.  I am quite sure 
that many readers who enjoy the newsletter would be only to willing to make some kind of donation to help support the  
publication.  Therefore I make this appeal that if you wish for a successful newsletter please be generous with your  
donations, as without them we will be unable to continue.   
The past few months have been very encouraging as I have had a number of enquiries from people who wish to  
contribute information.  We are hoping for a wider view on local news and events.  The news team will continue to look 
for more information, and will give opportunities for you to promote your groups, clubs, events, meetings etc.  I do hope 
we are not all doom and gloom, but it is important to us that  this newsletter is successful and that it helps to show what 
a fantastic Parish we live in.  We know there are many items we require in the village , therefore use the newsletter to 
bring these things out into the open.   
We can be the voice of  promotion and hopefully be successful at doing something about it.   
Continue to contact me whenever there is a need to report a news story, I will only be to pleased to include it in the 
newsletter.  (Enjoy your Newsletter)      
Editor : Ernie.  
Ps:  Regarding the last issue , just to thank all the newsletter distribution centres on the collection of donations and also 
the public for  all their  kind donations.            

 
 
 
 

Hi Ernie, 
Tony Pye here!  I was born in Diglake Street, Bignall 
End and went to Ravens Lane Primary school from 
1951-1955 then to Halmer End Secondary school.  I 
was there the same time as you.  I thought I would 
drop you an email from Australia to tell you how much 
I enjoyed your magazine, which my sister June Smith 
from Ravens Lane gratefully  sent to me in Australia, 
where I immigrated to in 1974.  It was interesting in 
your December magazine under “ Can you remember 
us”?  The quaint cottages opposite the old gasworks.  
The cottages are where my father Sydney Pye, his  
sisters Alice and Cilla were born.  The farm shown in 
the background on top of the hill is where they used to 
get their milk and eggs from. 
Great little magazine….keep up the good work. 
 

Regards, Tony    

A message from down  
under 

Allotments Pilferers. 
Dear sir, 
We would suggest that the gardeners look to their own 
for the culprits as well as outsiders.  We had an  
allotment for a short time and discovered that it was 
fellow allotment holders who had taken some of our 
produce the first year, then helped themselves to our 
pile of well rotted manure the second.  Allotments are 
wonderful places and should be preserved for those 
who are interested.  There are some lovely people 
down on the Audley allotments and we sincerely hope 
they remain forever.  We also hope that the people 
who rent them are given as much support from the  
council and local community.  However, unfortunately 
we were somewhat disillusioned by our experience.      

Yours faithfully—Disillusioned of  Apedale Road 

Generous Donation. 
After our recent appeal for funds, the newsletter wish 
to thank Mr Jack Warham of Bournemouth for his 
kind donation to help the newsletter to continue.  Mr 
Warham who is now 83 years old, once lived in 
Audley Parish, his family originally came from Miles 
Green.  After receiving a copy of the last issue of the 
newsletter, he has made contact with Robert Plant 
from the Audley Scouts with information about their  
organisation, we will be using this in our issues 

Many thanks Editor    



Audley & District Family History Society 
 

The Parish of Audley 
 

The Anglican Parish of Audley, centred on the Church of St.James the Great.  This was a parish 
in its own right by 1223, when the first vicar of Audley is recorded as William de Elfrange.  The 
Parish was originally much larger than at present, including Betley until the 1530’s.  Following the 
creation of the Church of England under King Henry VIII in 1534, the parish of Audley comprised  
of Audley Township at its centre, surrounded by its “ends”.  Halmer End (including Alsagers Bank, 
Scot Hay and part of Miles Green), Bignall End (including Wood Lane), Eardley End, Mill End, 
Park End and Knowl End.  It also included the Township of Talke (including Butt Lane and Red 
Street).  Audley Township also included Shraley Brook, part of Miles Green, Ravens Lane and 
the Audley side of Boon Hill.  The latter was originally Boundary or Bound Hill, the boundary  
between Audley and Bignall End.   
The Cheshire parishes of Barthomley, Church Lawton and also  the Staffordshire parishes of  
Wolstanton, Keele, Madeley and Betley then surrounded the parish.  In September 1538 vicars 
were instructed to record baptisms, marriages and burials.  The parish register was created.  The 
registers of Audley parish are amongst the oldest in the country and date from November 1538. 
In the 19th Century Audley parish started to reduce in size.  The parish of Chesterton was  
created in 1846, which took away Alsagers Bank, Scot Hay and part of Halmer end.  The parish 
of Talke was created in 1859, which took away the whole of the Talke area, Butt Lane and Red 
Street.  The present day parish is now surrounded by the Cheshire parishes of Barthomley 
(including Balterley), Alsager (created out of Barthomley), also the Staffordshire parishes of 
Talke, Chesterton, Alsagers Bank (which became a parish in its own right in 1932), Knutton 
(created out of Wolstanton in 1875), Silverdale (created out of Keele in 1853), Keele, Madeley 
and Betley.  
 

The parishes mentioned above are those covered by the Audley & District Family History Society. 
The society holds many records of baptisms, marriages, burials, census returns and memorial  
inscriptions for Audley parish.  Some records, though not complete at present, are held for each 
of the other adjoining parishes.  The society is not wholly devoted to family history research but 
also covers the local history of those parishes.  
  
 

Education in Audley Village 
 

The earliest school in Audley was the grammar school for boys, founded in 1612 by the Reverend 
Edward Vernon.  The school building was then situated on Church Bank in the corner of the 
churchyard.  Its closure and subsequent demolition followed the building of a new grammar 
school for boys in Wereton Road in 1876.  Girls were catered for in the Girls National School in 
what is now the Church Hall in Church Street Audley.  This was founded in 1836.  A new girls 
school was built in 1854 in the centre of Church Street.  In 1901 this school became the Church 
of England Mixed School.  The grammar school in Wereton Road closed at the same time and 
was then later used as an employment exchange for many years.  The building was demolished 
in the late 20th Century.  The mixed school eventually became Audley Infants School, which  

(AUDLEY & DISTRIC FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY)  
 

Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.  
 

 Wednesday 3rd March 2-4 pm. Research  Friday 5th March 7.30-9 pm. Talk 
    Wednesday 7th April   2-4 pm. Research     Friday 2nd April   7-9 pm. Research 

 Wednesday 5th May    2-4 pm. Research  Friday 7th May    7.30-9 pm. Talk 
 

All enquiries to Miss Pat Spode Tel. 01782 720495     Information supplied by Clive Millington.  



Readers Letters and Replies  

Dear Editor, 
I would first like to say how much I enjoyed your 
newsletter.  I live outside the Parish of Audley, 
but many years ago I worked for the Butt Lane 
Co-operative Society which had branches in 
Talke, Alsager, Ravens Lane and Wood Lane.  
The company also had travelling vans which  
supplied the out lying areas with their goods.  
The shops were very popular with many of the 
people from the area and one of the reasons was 
the yearly dividend.  This was a type of reward 
for your continued support of our shops, paid out 
at the end of the year, which was a big help to 
every one at Christmas time.  Most of the people  
who were employed throughout the stores came 
from many of the local villages.  I really enjoyed 
my time being employed by the company and the 
people from the villages were very friendly and 
kind.  One of the highlights of our year was the  
annual trip to Blackpool or New Brighton, when 
most of the employees let their hair down to have 
a good time.  Please find enclosed a photograph 
of one of the events and wondered if you could 
use it to find out if many of the people on it are 
still with us. 

Yours sincerely Syd Whally  (Butt Lane) 

Reply to Issue 2 Parking in Audley 
 

Dear Editor, 
           In response to the article about the parking 
problem.  I completely agree with the writer in the  
last issue that there is going to be an accident  
before long, at or near the new pedestrian  
crossings in the village.  
My thoughts are, that the reason for the problem is 
the inconsideration, lazy, thoughtless attitude of a 
number of drivers., who appear to think that they 
are above the law, as they continue to park on 
double yellow lines, zig zag crossings and even 
smack in front of the bus stop.  I have also been 
told by another driver who had stopped at the  
pedestrian crossing to allow people to cross, that 
as soon as he had stopped, another car overtook 
him with no thought that there were people about 
to cross the road.  Another problem - when you 
are travelling through the village especially at 
night,  is when people park their cars on the wrong 
side of the road leaving their headlights full on 
when parked.  The result of this stupid action is to 
blind any driver who is trying to pass their car.  Is 
it too much to ask for drivers to park their  
vehicles in the appropriate places which are  
available and to park them legally, therefore  
leaving the village a safer place to visit?   
Come on you so called ‘Drivers’ and  be a little 
more considerate.       

 Trevor Bignall End  

Sad Loss of ‘Ossie’ 
I was sorry to hear of the sad loss of one of the characters 
of the village, ‘Ossie Hancock’ who sadly passed away in 
December 2003.  Ossie was one of our famous Audley 
Footballers and also played cricket for many years for the 
Audley Cricket team.  We then saw him for many years 
collecting the football Pools Coupons throughout the  
village in all kinds of weather.  On his many travels around 
the village he would always have a kind word and a smile 
with everyone he met.  For the past few years Ossie  had 
been a resident at Wilbrahams House nursing home.      
 

You will be sadly missed by all that knew you ‘Ossie’        

Dear Editor, 
After reading the Christmas edition of the 
Audley Community News Letter, I was very 
pleased to see all the support that Councillor 
E. Boden had given to various local community 
groups, by awarding them funding from the 
Local Members Initiative Scheme.  
I would like to add that Mr Boden has also 
helped Audley Football Club by way of this  
scheme in enabling the club to install security 
shutters to all the doors and windows on the 
club house.  
Without his help and generous funding I am 
sure that the club house would have suffered 
severely from the mindless vandalism we were  
encountering prior to the installation of the  
shutters.  Therefore on behalf of Audley  
Football Club, players and committee  I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Boden 
for his much appreciated support. 
 

Kelvin Chell (Vice Chairman Audley F.C) 

Syd 



Sultana  & Lemon Tea 
Loaf 

 

Ingredients  
 
 

12 Ounces /  350 grams of self raising  flour 
6 Ounces  /  175 grams of margarine  
6 Ounces  /  175 grams of caster sugar 
6 Ounces  /  175 grams sultanas 
Grated rind of 2 Lemons 
8 Tablespoons of milk 
Half Level teaspoon of salt 
 

Place the salt into a bowl then sieve in the 
flour.  Take the margarine  and add to the  
mixture.  Rub together all three of the 
ingredients until it resembles breadcrumbs. 
Take the sugar, sultanas  and grated 
lemon  and add to the mixture.  Then  add 
the milk folding it in until it has a fairly 
soft consistency. 
 

When the mixture is ready, take a  2 pound 
baking tin which has been well greased 
then place in the loaf mixture 
 

With a pre heated oven set on Gas mark 4 
or Electric mark 350f, place the tin  on   
to the middle shelf for One & quarter to 
One & half  hours. 
 

A very cheap and  tasty bite! 
 

We would welcome your cooking tips also  
any of  your recipes    
Please send them to the  Editor:   

AC News 23 Wood Street  Bignall End 

 
Kevin smith 

Your local 
friendly Dairyman 

 

Fresh milk 
Delivered daily 

 

Also available 
Pops & juice 

Fresh eggs & potatoes 

For information Tel: 07967 649285 

Fresh 
Cream 

To order What do you call a deer 
with no eyes? 
 

No idea (no eyed deer) 

Q 
“Hey what’s  the difference between 
an In-law and an Outlaw”? 
Ans:  
Outlaws are always wanted.  

Audley W.I 
 

Our friends from the W.I have sent in a few 
verses for our amusement, we will therefore 
include some over the next few issues.  
Please find the first ditty below. 
 
 

(Chicken Broth) 
 

I cooked a chicken yesterday 
It really was quite nice 
I had enough left over  

To curry with some rice. 
 

Then trying to economise 
I stewed the bones with glee 

I added lots of vegetables  
And stock cubes two or three. 

 

For hours I let it simmer 
And then what do you think 

I carefully strained my lovely broth 
Right down the kitchen sink. 

 

(The Weather Man) 
Here are just a few words said to one of the 
W.I ladies whilst on a visit to one of  the  
local elderly person’s.  You may have to 
think to understand  the text, as it is ‘ritten’ as 
he ‘spok’ it . 
 

“ If Theest Left Enny Weshin Ite On 
Th’line Theest Berrer Gerrof Wom Cus 

It’ll Be Reenin In An Ower”  
 

He was never wong sorry I mean wrong!! 
 ‘Why’ 

 He watched the clouds 
  He listened to the wind 

He felt his rheumatic  
(Or so he said) 

 

For any information about the Audley W.I 
Contact Tel: Ann Marsden (01782)721957 
               Tel: Glennis            (01782)722009  



MINNIE MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 

On Monday January 12th 2004 at the site of the Minnie Pit disaster, where on the 
12th January 1918 155 men and boys perished in the worst mining disaster this 
area has ever known, a memorial service was held to dedicate a new Memorial which 
had been erected with the help of a £1400 lottery grant .  Mr Ike Williams, Chairman 
of the Halmer End Wildlife association, led the proceedings.  Mr Williams told a large 
audience who had gathered, about the tragic event that took place at the site so 
many years ago.  There were a number of invited guests who spoke, which included 
the local MP Mr Paul Farelley and a representative from the West Midlands Mine 
Workers Union, Mr Joe Wills.  Mr Wills area secretary said it was tremendous to see 
such a large gathering to commemorate the tragic disaster which had happened so 
many years ago.   
Archdeacon Godfrey Stone led the service, with a hymn sung by the children of Sir  
Thomas Boughey High School at Halmer End.  This was then followed by the  
unveiling of the Memorial by the Deputy Lord Mayor of Newcastle-Under-Lyme,  
Councillor F Myatt. 
Names of all the deceased were read out by the children of Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School and this was then followed by a number of poems written and read by  
children from The Richard Heathcote Primary School and Sir Thomas Boughey High 
School.  You can find one of the poems on page 7 written by Harriet Maddock.  There 
was then a dedication by the Archdeacon Godfrey Stone, followed by a hymn sung  by 
the Sir Thomas Boughey High School children. 
The proceedings were brought to a conclusion when Mr Ike Williams thanked every 
one who had taken part and also for the help which had been given by local Schools, 
Councils and Volunteers.  Mr Colin Davies of Castle Colours was singled out for  
special thanks for their organisation of the memorial.  Mr Williams stated that  
without their excellent organisation it would have been a struggle to accomplish the 
fantastic memorial site.  All guests were then invited to Halmer End Workingmen's 
club for refreshments, where there was a display  of memorabilia.  Being at the  
memorial was such a moving experience and you can see the amount of time and  
effort which has gone into bringing the memorial to its climax.  As mining was the 
bread of life in this area for many hundreds of years, even I  have seen the damage to 
health that was done to many of the hard working employees.  We can now look back 
and only imagine what a tragic event it must have been at the time.  Mining has  
almost come to an end in most parts of the country, we can only hope that this scale 
of disaster will never again come to pass.                    

   Below are photographs taken at the event. 
Mr Ike Williams centre left, with Staffordshire C.C 
Chairman Edward Boden and MP Mr Paul Farrelley  
are seen admiring the new memorial.  

A view from behind during the memorial service 
showing the large crowd that had gathered. 



“ The Minnie Pit Disaster” 
Halmer End, 12th January 1918 this mining disaster 
caused the deaths of 155 men, boys and 1 member of 
the rescue team.  The explosion at 9.45am on that  
fateful morning touched almost every family in the 
village and surrounding area.  Here are some tributes 
to those who were sadly lost.   
 

Behind The Curtain Of Lace 
 

No sign of face behind the curtain of lace, 
Just a feeling of presence, there. 

Yet a shadow did show behind the pale light glow, 
Cast from the lamp of the thoroughfare. 

 

Empty and eerie not welcome and cheery, 
The house has been vacant for years. 

Yet a shadow is seen through the hours in between, 
Falling dark till early dawn it appears. 

 

Listening to the sigh, questioning reasons why, 
Silence remembers, deep down in the mines. 
A build up of gas letting not one man pass, 

That flash spreading where agony dines. 
 

Standing with no face behind the curtain of lace, 
She just waits for her family to return, 

But time didn’t heal the scars pain could feel, 
As she watched garden gate with concern. 

 

So each night presenting amid anguish unrelenting 
Behind, that now stained curtain of lace. 

Husband and sons taken away on that tragic day, 
As, the spirit of despair took her place. 

 

  Peter . W. Hodgkins 
  

 The Minnie Pit Disaster 
 

At 9.44am on the 12th of January 1918 
248 men and boys were working as a team, 
At 9.45am an explosion ripped through the 

Bullhurst and Banbury seams, 
Taking lives and shattering dreams, 

Peoples lives were to be changed forever, 
Fretful wives and terrified mothers united in grief 

stood together, 
155 men and boys perished in the mines, 

90 men and boys were lucky to keep their lives, 
It took over a year to recover all the dead 

lying entombed, some killed by gas,  
others by bloodshed, 

The rescue brigades were hailed as heroes and were 
highly commended 

The site of the Minnie Pit still stands but was never  
fully mended. 

 

Written by Harriet Maddock    Age 11 
 

Minnie Pit Disaster 1918 

 “Some Poor Mother’s Son” 
 

This article has been passed onto the newsletter by 
Frank Harrison of Audley.   Many thanks.  
“A few weeks ago, a boy whose body was  
recovered from the Minnie Pit was buried without 
being identified.  Mr John H Maddock, of Rye 
Hills, Bignall End, has sent us the following  
touching lines.”  

Minnie Pit Disaster, 12th January 1918 
 

“Some Poor Mother’s Son”  
 

Wending slowly its way to the churchyard, 
Passed the funeral procession unique; 

Not of mourners, but of friends, sympathisers, 
Of the boy, whose own name, none could speak. 

On their shoulders his rescuers bore him- 
Unnamed, unrelated, alone, 

For it read on the lid of the coffin, 
“Some poor mother’s son” - Unknown. 

 
Several weeks his poor body, recovered, 

Had lain for relations to own; 
But his spirit had flown to its Maker, 

Calmly resting with Him on the throne. 
His old teacher, with fatherly kindness, 

Accordingly took up his claim. 
Now he’s buried secure in God’s acre; 
“Some poor mother’s son” his name. 

 
He’s related for aye to the angels; 

While those who were there at the grave, 
Will rejoice at the thought of his pastor, 

“ ‘Twas such Jesus died to save”. 
So, when at the Great Resurrection, 

He’ll be called by the Judge on the throne, 
He will answer the name on the roll-call, 
“Some poor mother’s son” - now known. 

 
Safely anchored in God’s fold for ever, 

Though buried in pitiful form, 
He’ll be registered in Jesu’s bosom, 

Ever guarded from every storm. 
His relations and friends then will know him, 

Where all kith and kindred rejoin; 
And his Maker will issue the signal, 

 “Some poor mother’s son” - is Mine.   
 

J H Maddock 
 

It was just coincidence that the two memorial  
tributes at the bottom of this page were written by 
people named ‘Maddock’.  I just wonder if they 
were anyway  related?     Editor  



Growing up in Leycett  1913-1941 
Final part. 

 
This is the 2nd and final part of the true story about the early days of Millicent Adams’s life in the village of Leycett  
 

Blackberries abounded round the Top Razzer. 
The railway line which travelled through Stoke, Newcastle, Silverdale, Keele, Leycett, Halmer End, Audley, Alsager 
Road, and Harecastle took passengers from the villages to the main towns.  All the children went to either ‘The Orme 
Girl’s School’, ‘The Orme Boy’s School’ or ‘The High School Newcastle’.  Serious study went on in some of the 
train carriages, but mayhem in most of the others. 
 

As we travelled towards Leycett station from Halmer End on the train, there was quite an incline and sometimes the 
train hadn’t enough puff, therefore it came to a halt.  We would all be standing on the station cheering knowing we 
would be late for school, therefore having a copper-bottom excuse for our teachers.  
 

There were two brothers Ted and George Hughes who came from Red Hall farm.  These two would always be late as 
we would see them tearing through the colliery yard which was a short cut to the awaiting train.  The stationmaster 
and I exchanged a coy sentence or two in French.  There was a ticket collector Brodie Stokes and also two porters 
who both had the name Deavilles.  The booking office and the porters hut are still there as I remember.   
 

Mr Martin, the carter, had a small holding and his son Frank did about five journeys round the village delivering milk  
before he went to school every day.  He balanced a can of milk on each of his fingers.  Frank had made a pathway up 
the railway embankment to the line, where the train would wait for him after he had done his deliveries.  
 

There was a cricket field which is still there now but very much improved and also a terrace of houses known as the 
Cricket Field.  My grandmother lived there and some days I would go for dinner.  She was a cottage loaf lady, all in 
black and a dear – father’s mother.  My other grandparents lived in Halmer End, grandfather was the head of Halmer 
End School.  I was often sent there with something for Grandma.  I would walk along through scrub and woodland 
quite happy to be alone, looking for flowers with all their colours. 
 

My brother and I were good friends, we would invent all our own entertainment.  Our  favourite game was that of  
Tracking.  One of us went ahead to make the signs with a stick in the form of an arrows on the path way.   
Sometimes we would use a few pebbles, twigs, three dandelions or even a chalk mark on a tree or a stone.  The idea 
was for the rest to find where we had gone to.                
 

There were three locomotives (locos) at the pit, their names had been put on the sides of the (locos).  They had been 
named after the children of Mr Ramsden one of the owners of the pit.  Their  names were Nancy, Lena and Hesketh. 
The locos took the coal down the ‘mineral line’ to Madeley station on the main L.M.S line.  The line which went the 
other way passed our house going towards the repair shops, known as ‘The Shops’.  Inside the repair shops worked a  
blacksmith whose name was Bob Tomkinson, he lived down at Mill Dale in Audley.  Mr Tomkinson would walk to 
work across Craddock’s Moss every day and when he arrived at work I loved to watch him at his forge. 
 

In the village every so often a ‘concert’ was produced and held in the big room at the school, where a platform was 
put up on trestle tables.  A group of people performed, my father prominent (he was musical).  There were songs, 
choruses and sketches.  My father often sang Harry Lauders songs, which were popular at the time.   
Harry Tomkinson sang, but never a song with the word ‘love’ in it.  Joe Glover was the comedian, the minute he 
came on to the stage you had to laugh - he was so funny. 
 

One of my memories of a girl named Ivy Moreten was her sitting alone singing “Won’t you buy my pretty flowers” . 
She wore a shawl, looked pathetic and I was very sad for her.  Here I made my stage debut in a sketch called “Three 
Little Maids”, I was so excited to perform. 
 

There was a Mission church and also the Parish church which was in Madeley,  we attended them both.  The church 
in the village was encased in corrugated sheeting and was known as the ‘Tin Tabernacle’.  We attended the village 
church on a Sunday evening, even with the corrugated sheets we found it cosy and comforting.  My father became a 
lay preacher and was often asked to our local church to preach. 
 

In the nineteen thirties they built the Pit Head Baths and these were officially opened by Lord Crewe.  There were  
also tennis courts built near to the cricket  field.  A village Hall was also built, where we had our badminton club.  
The Hall was also used for billiards, concerts, dances, parties and the W.I also held their meetings there, a wonderful 
place to be. 
 

Looking back it seemed to be a time of total happiness and thirty years of my life in the village of Leycett gave me 
great values and love of the country side which I still have today at the age of eighty.  
 

Millicent M. Adams.             



AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR 
 

Audley Male Voice Choir was founded in the 1950’s with William Bowers as the first conductor.  It has  
strong links with the non-conformist and mining traditions of North Staffordshire.  Membership has been 
built up over the years, now ninety or so men from all walks of life and a wide geographical area enjoy the 
fellowship also the camaraderie that the choir affords.  The present conductor, Philip Broadhurst (MBE), 
took over the baton in 1976, it is largely due to his commitment and dedication that the choir has reached 
its present strength  and quality.  Ian Riddle, a local music teacher, who displays his skill at the organ and  
piano keyboards with consummate ease, is the choir’s accompanist.  The choir is most grateful for his input 
into its musical life. 
 

Audley Male Voice Choir has competed in many musical festivals, with enviable success, winning prizes at 
Biddulph, Blackpool, Freckleton, Huddersfield, Macclesfield, Morecambe, Newcastle-under-Lyme, and the 
International Festival in Malta. 
 

Each year sees the choir performing in many venues locally and raising money for charity.  One of the 
highlights of the choir year is the Celebrity Concert in the Victoria Hall, Hanley which brings artistes of  
international calibre to the area.  Such artistes have included Dennis O’Neill, Amanda Roocroft, Jason 
Howard, Rebecca Evans, Cara O’Sullivan, Kate McCarney, Deborah Norman, Bryn Terfel, Donald  
Maxwell, Christopher Maltman, John Hudson, Jeffery Lawton, Arthur Davies, Paul Charles Clarke, Rita 
Cullis, Helen Field, Guang Yang, Tim Richards, Willard White, Sara Fulgoni, Julian Gavin, Sally Mathews 
and David Kempster.  The celebrated accompanist Ingrid Surgenor (MBE), is Patron of the choir. 
 

Other concert highlights for the choir include performing with bands of championship quality.  
Grimethorpe Colliery, Brighouse & Rastrick, Foden’s, Black Dyke Mills and Yorkshire Building Society 
are bands who have always delighted our audiences.  The choir has made two appearances with 1000  
English Voices, one with a Thousand Welsh Voices and one with massed Yorkshire Voices at the Royal  
Albert Hall London.  Gala Concerts with Brass bands have raised in excess of £80,000 for local, national 
and international charities.  Four recordings of the choir have been made, the most recent being in  
November 2001 in the Victoria Hall,  
Hanley. 
 

The choir is fortunate to have much local talent to call upon when performing its usual series of around 
twelve local concerts each year.  Lynne Brabury, Pamela Clarke, Denise Leigh - winner of Operatunity on 
Channel 4 and Audley Brass are always welcome additions to our concert programmes.   
In the Autumn of 2003 a concert was held at the Victoria Hall, Hanley, featuring these artistes to launch the  
fiftieth year celebrations of the choir.  It was a complete sell out-the concert did not need to be advertised.  
The next celebrity concert is on the 28th March at the Victoria Hall Hanley. 
The choir provides a bursary for a choral scholar at Keele University and supports Biddulph Musical  
Festival on an annual basis.  For further information and particularly those who may be interested in joining 
the choir please do not hesitate to “get in touch”.  Rehearsals are held on a Thursday evening. 
 
Contact Tel:  
P.W. Broardhurst  01782 720568. 
L. Warburton         01782 720024.     

  
   
               
 

Conductor 
Philip Broadhurst 

MBE 

 

AUDLEY  
MALE 
VOICE  
CHOIR 

 

This is a  
photograph 

taken while the 
choir was 

 performing 
at. 

 

The  
Victoria 

Hall Hanley  



For a sneak preview of Youth4Audley’s collaboration with Denise Leigh, visit  
http://www.deniseleigh.com/Local_Activities.htm 



JOHN JACKSON 
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END 

SOT 
 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS ALSO FREEZER ORDERS 
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 

WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 
 

Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK                                    

Canine Corner   by Sarah Hursthouse 
In each issue, local Dog Groomer and Canine Behaviourist Sarah Husthouse of Woofs & Whinnies located 
in Church Street Audley will be answering a frequently asked question about our four-legged friends! 

 

Q  “I’ve just bought a puppy and he seems very snappy.  He keeps nipping at my face and my hands and I’m    
        worried he may bite the children.  What can I do? 
 

Ans 
All puppies use their mouths as a way of learning and exploring so this is normal puppy behaviour.  When playing with 
other dogs, they learn their “bite inhibition” - when and how to control the strength of their bite.  If your pup has not 
had the opportunity to learn this skill, he might bite his owners and continue to bite as an adult dog. 
 

The best way for your pup to learn is to allow him to play with other dogs, with either other puppies or well-behaved, 
older dogs.  They will tell him very firmly what is acceptable and his social skills will improve greatly as a result. 
However, if your pup is being isolated from other dogs until his vaccination programme is complete, it will be  
necessary for you to initiate his training in this respect.  
 

If your pup nips you, give a short but loud squeal.  This imitates the yelp that may be given by his littermates.  Your 
pup should quickly learn that this behaviour is unacceptable.  Alternatively, you may want to use the “time-out”  
approach.  As soon as his teeth touch you, immediately remove him from the room and completely ignore him. 
 

Whichever method you use, as with any dog training, consistency is the key.  Make sure all members of the family 
adopt the same approach and treat the puppy in the same way.  I would also recommend taking your dog to a puppy 
class and/or having regular training sessions in your home with a qualified Canine Behaviourist. 
 

Sarah Hursthouse.  
Please contact the Newsletter with your questions / give us plenty of time to contact Sarah  for an answer. 

74A  Church Street,  Audley,  Stoke on Trent,  ST7 8DA  Tel: 01782 723723 
Horse Care 

All you need for Horse & Rider 

 
 

 

  

IS YOUR POOCH 
LOOKING A 

MUDDY 
MUTT? 

 

Let’s wash away those  
Wintry blues! 

 Fully inclusive treatment 
Bath, Flea, Clip, Ears, Trim 

and Nail’s 
Prices start from £15   

Microchipping £17  
Collection & Delivery  

Service Available 

Doggy treats 
& a range of  

Coats & Sweaters 

www.woofsandwhinnies.co.uk           Tel: 01782 723723 

Second Hand Tack Shop 
Jackets, Leatherwork , 
Numnahs, Hats, Rugs 

Grooming Products, Feed Supplements, Jodhpurs, 
Riding Hats & Boots, Reflective Wear, Rugs.  

Rugs 
Cleaned 

& Repaired 



RAVENS MEAD SCHOOL 1965 

Whatever happened to this Sporty gang.  Did any 
go on to become Mr Universe?  If their physical 
looks are anything to go by I don’t think so, but it 
would be nice to know if any became famous? 
If you have the answer please let us know.  

Photo's or Memories 
The newsletter would be most grateful for any old  
pictures of the past, or tales, stories which may 
have happened in the local area.  We also make an 
appeal for items for the Audley History Society as 
they would like to keep records of the past. 

Memory Lane 

Going back to the time of my childhood I have 
many thoughts of cold winter nights, frosted 
window panes, hot summer sun, laughter and 
play.  Some that were happy times and many 
that were sad , but most of all, just glad to be 
alive.  As a child from a very large family 
being there when food was ready was most  
important, as to be late could mean you  
probably didn’t eat.  Mother struggled with 
what money she received trying to stretch it as 
far as she could.  The youngsters of today have 
no idea how hard times were, even in the early 
fifties when going to school was either walking 
for miles or maybe on the odd  occasion you 
may travel in style, when travelling on one of 
the Poole’s Luxury coaches.  This of course 
only happened if dad had a good week at work 
or he had won on the horses.   
No designer clothes hanging up in the  
wardrobe, what wardrobe?  It was possible you 
didn't have one.  Your clothes were hand me 
downs most never fitting, but you could not 
complain as there was no choice.  No TV 
just the radio to listen to, that is if the  
accumulator had been charged up at Mr  
Howarth’s.  I remember going  to their house 
on many occasions seeing rows of them  
being charged up for use.  I have good  
memories  of his son, David and wonder where 
he is, as he became a good friend of mine as a 
lad.  If my memory is correct I think he had 
three sisters.  Sitting around the coal fire with 
the house lights off, we would listen to the 
weekly play or my favourite, Dick Barton  
Special Agent.  I’m sure that when listening to 
those boxing matches on the radio they were 
far more exciting than actually watching them 
on TV today.  I remember seeing my first TV 
when playing in the street with a gang of 
friends at the bottom of Halmer End.  The 
then landlord of the Railway Inn invited all of 
us in to watch his TV.  I have tried hard to  
remember what exactly we saw but it fails me.  
All I know is that we were all very excited 
about the new experience and we were most 
grateful to the Landlord. 
Having such a humble start in life makes you 
determined to make life a success and  
hopefully this is what I have achieved.  I don’t 
think having to do without did us any harm!  

 
Ernie.    

Several good reasons to use  
Kendall Chew & Kirsten Nottrot at  

osteopathyworks  
for your pain: 

 
At Osteopathyworks we are passionate about 
what we do, having spent years training to  
become osteopaths, we continue to attend 
courses to keep our skills up to date and to  
improve the quality of treatment we provide you. 
The practice is open Monday to Saturday,  
conveniently located a mile from the A 500, at 
Imex Business Park, Radway Green, Alsager. 
Parking is easy, with ease of access to smart, well 
presented reception facilities, whilst you wait for 
your appointment with one of the osteopaths, who 
will take you into comfortable, relaxed  
surroundings of the clinic. In here we will establish 
the cause and nature of your injury,  
producing a treatment plan and providing  
rehabilitation exercises and advice for your  
recovery. We are providers for most insurance 
companies, including BUPA, AXA PPP, Norwich 
Union, Health Shield.  
Call us on 01270 875020. or find us on the Net: 
www.osteopathyworks.co.uk     
Kendall Chew & Kirsten Nottrot 

http://64.4.22.250/cgi-bin/linkrd?_lang=EN&lah=c4faac8e8d044601491fa14b3966a8c0&lat=1074596422&hm___action=http%3a%2f%2fwww%2eosteopathyworks%2eco%2euk%2f�


What did the snail say when he 
hitched a ride on the turtle? 

“Weeee”

Peapods Trivia 
 

1.   Which term describes an industry in which the  
       market is supplied by one supplier? 
 

2.   What number is represented by the letter M in  
      Roman numerals? 
 

3.   Which gardens are formally know as The Royal    
      Botanic Gardens?  
 
 

4.   Which American singer had hits with ‘Only  
       The Lonely’, ‘It’s Over’ and ‘Oh Pretty Woman’? 
 

5.   Which village in Surrey is the site of the National   
      Rifle Association ranges? 
 

6.   Name the British film made in 2000, about an 11  
      year old boy who takes up ballet?  
 

7.   What name is given to the scientific study of plants? 
 

8.   Anne Hathaway was married to which playwright? 
 

9.   A heptagon has how many sides? 
 

10. Which pop star was born Harry Roger Webb? 
 

11. Where would a stevedore be employed? 
 

12. What name is given to pregnancy in animals? 
 

13. What is a monkey puzzle?  
 

14. The Needles can be found off the west coast of  
       which British island? 
 

15. What is a sitar?  
Sponsored By: ‘Peapods’  

 

Your Local General Store 
CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT 

(01782)721885 For your ‘Free’ local deliveries. 
 

To take part in this ‘Trivia’ you must live in the Parish 
of Audley, or if you live outside this area the ’Winner’ 

must collect their own prize. 
 

Please send your answers to: 
Audley Community News 

23 Wood Street Bignall End SOT Staffs ST7 8QL 
Please enclose your Name, Address and Phone Number 

if possible. 
 

All entries to be in by: 
5th April 2004 

First correct entry out of the ‘Hat’ Wins a: 
Bouquet of Flowers 

 

Supplied by: ‘PEAPODS’ 

Q. 
 Why did the chewing 
  gum cross the road? 
 
 

Because it was stuck  
to  the chicken’s foot. 

Q. Why is it hard to play cards in the jungle? 
 
 

A. Because there are too many cheetahs there!! 

Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
For all Breeds 

Bathed – Clipped – Nail Etc. 
 

Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  

“I’m next 
for Sheila” 

(Can you Adam and Eve it) 
 

A council tenant in Wales tried to sue his local Council  
authority, claiming the work they did to his home gave 
his budgie asthma.  He lost the case but left the council 
with a large legal bill. . . . . 
 

A teenager from  Los Angeles received £45,000 in  
compensation after his neighbour ran over his hand, 
while he was trying to steal the hub caps off his 
neighbours car.  

 
Audley Health Centre 

Opening Times 
 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

           Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

              Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  721345 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Emergency Telephone Number  
(01782)  720201) 



Recollection of Boy hood  
By John W Williams 

REVERIE OF TOWNFIELDS 
The grass is long and matted now, unkempt. 
The cows are gone that grazed it into tidiness. 
 

The trees, like sentinels, whisper to me in gentle breeze. 
Plantation of my youth; 
I was so often cowboy there, or Indian brave 
Running so fleetly over many paths, with finger ‘cocked’ for battle. 
 

And once, I went alone, to find a smooth-barked tree. 
And carved an arrowed heart, 
“J .W loves” ...who?  I don’t remember who, but it was intense 
‘Til time erased intensity. 
  

I wandered on, gazed downward to the slope, 
My memory covering it with snow: 
Excited cries as sledges, tugged ever nearer to the summit 
As bravery increased, sped down 
To gasps of ecstasy. 
 

Then, black hard frost, protesting cries 
As new-tipped clogs made ‘candles’ on the dull, smooth ice. 
“Keep off...keep off the slide!” 
   

And summer came and ‘roly-poly’ time. 
Over and over, down to where the flowers grew, 
Buttercups and ladysmocks, plucked to take home 
And then discarded, drooping, as other games required our hands. 
  

My eyes surveyed the scene. 
And there’s the school!… MY School! 
I see a ragged-trousered, elbows – out-of jersey lad 
Skip down the street, eager for learning. 
And the warmth of classroom…. For incubating infant? 
 

My ‘CAT SAT ON THE MAT’ was good, 
So I drew ‘lines’, a just reward and privilege 
Denied to lesser minds than mine. 
 

And then, !A, 2A, 3A, filling my mind 
Perhaps in compensation for a belly 
That was often less than filled, 
And I did well. 
 

I wonder now...can ‘soakies’, dripping-toast or orange peel, 
If not too soiled, provide a diet good for education, 
Or did the ‘Hungry 20’s’ stultify and kill ambition 
Where it might have grown? 
  

Park Farm!  An Island in a sea of greens, 
Each field familiar still as when I rolled and harrowed, 
Raked and fetched the cows 
“Bonny” and “Captain”, two faithful slaves to husbandry 
Fill my minds eye, moistened by my regard. 
 

I lift my eyes: 
That puff of steam from Rookery’s busy day, 
I see it now, nestling ‘neath the Monument’s gentle slope. 
The monument has gone, instead a crippled edifice 
That once was Majesty. 
 

My steps return.  And as I reach the stile, a backward glance. 
Why did I come to walk Townfields? 
To while away the time?  I do not know 
I only know that in my hour of reverie, 
I’d resurrected much that was my life.            

 (John W Williams) 

 
Dennis  

           Gets the Brush off 
 

While reminiscing over a pint the other 
evening, I was told by Dennis Bagguley,  
of a story that had happened to him many 
years ago as a child while collecting  
bonfire articles.  As we all know when 
bonfire night is getting near, there is  
always a certain amount of rivalry by the 
groups of children, from each area around 
the village.  Therefore it was known that 
certain rascals, as we knew them, would go 
around and as they say ‘rag’ one another's 
bonfire, which had been neatly prepared 
for the expected bonfire night celebrations 
to come.  There were certain types who 
would steal your hard mauled fuel and 
other more devious types, who would  
actually set your bonfire alight.  On this 
particular night Dennis and his mates, the 
Wereton Road Gang, were on the prowl 
and had sneaked down to the site of  
Westfield Avenue’s bonfire in Audley.  
Unbeknown to the Wereton Road gang, 
there was a reception  waiting in hiding.  
As Dennis sneaked closer to the mound of 
potential fuel for their fire, he popped his 
head up to have a quick look and with an 
almighty crack one of the Westfield  
Avenue’s mothers had smacked him over 
the head with a sweeping brush, knocking 
him out for quite a few minute's.  The lady 
panicked thinking Dennis had been really 
hurt, but with a moan and a whimper  
Dennis rose to his feet and ran as fast has 
his legs would carry him, never a thought 
to look back just in case there was going to 
be a second helping. 
Many years later Dennis, on his rounds  
redecorating council properties as he has 
done for so many years for the local  
authorities, finds himself in the property of 
the said lady from Westfield Avenue.  Of 
course she recognises him as the years 
have been kind to him ‘hee’ ‘hee’! 
She makes him a cup of tea, while he 
works - one of many that he has.  She then 
enquires why she never had a visit from his 
dad as she had fully expected.  Dennis  
replied “I never told him, if I had, he would 
have hit me with my mother’s brush just to 
remind me what I had done wrong ”. 
‘Now we know why Dennis is like he is’             

“What the hell  
  was that” 



 
THINGS I WISH I’D KNOWN  

SOONER 
 
 
In issue 2 of the newsletter we received an Email from  
Barbara Jones telling of her thoughts over the past 30 odd 
years since she and husband Ken became Christians.  As I 
look through the Email I feel there is a need to use this  
information for two issues of the newsletter, as when you read 
some of the passages you can tell how long she has thought 
about her Christian beliefs.  Here below you will find the first 
part of Barbara’s  thoughts: 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….   

I thought Jesus was just a good man – someone worth  
imitating… I didn’t know his job specification reads …….  
Son of God the Saviour of the world. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought living a “good” life would get me into Heaven.. 
I didn’t know it’s not what you Do……………………….  
But who you know that matters. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

I thought Christians were a bit weird – speaking a kind of 
jargon language – like “being born again” / “seeing the 
light” and “making a fresh start”…. I didn’t know they 
were so excited about meeting Jesus themselves that they 
wanted to share Him with anyone who’d listen. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought because I’d been christened and Sunday 
Schooled and confirmed I was automatically a Christian… 
I didn’t know I needed to do anything more to make sure I 
had salvation. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought it was the evangelist Billy Graham who coined 
the phrase “You must be born again”……  
I didn’t know they were the exact words of Jesus. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought it was just other people who were “sinners”…. 
I didn’t know that compared to the holiness of God - we 
are all sinners needing a Saviour. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought that living my life meant just that– doing things 
“my way”.. I didn’t know that my life / like everyone else’s  
belongs to God and one day I’ll have to account for it  
Before Him. 
…………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
 

I thought all religions lead to God…. 
I didn’t know that Jesus said “No one comes to the Father 
except by Me. (John 14 v6) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought prayer was for emergency use only… 
I didn’t know that any relationship to succeed two way 
communication is essential. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought going to church gave me Brownie points….. 
I didn’t know I was there to give God worship from my 
heart. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I thought all that stuff about the Resurrection was a bit 
“iffy”….. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 

I didn’t know I could ask Jesus to actually show me that 
He’s alive today. 
We all have are own thoughts,  we hope to see  them for  
future issues.  Please contact the Editor 

Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
When caring & understanding is most needed  

 
Gardening Flower Tips 

 
 

Cut Flowers. 
Did you know that in Japan flower stems are cut 
under water, so that no air bubbles can get 
trapped in the stem and thus obstruct the water 
flow to the head of the flower when they are 
placed into a vase. 
 

Bought Flowers. 
When you have purchased cut flowers it’s a 
good idea to re cut the stems, as they may have 
dried out, this will then help them to suck up 
fresh water.     
 

Watering Cut Flowers. 
Change the water in your vase of flowers every 
day if possible.  Also snip off a piece of the stem 
daily, this will also help to keep flowers fresh. 
 

Revive Your Flowers 
Roses, Carnations and Chrysanthemums can 
some times be revived by replacing their water 
with lemonade.  If you don’t have lemonade try 
adding a crushed aspirin to fresh water. 
 

Tulips & Daffodils 
The best advice is not to have them together in 
the same vase.  They appear to hate each others 
company. 
 

Any of your tips would be welcome. 
Send them to the Editor at the usual address. 

PEAPODS TRIVIA ISSUE 2 
“WINNER” 

Joan Tomkinson Nantwich Rd Audley  
Who receives a ‘PEAPODS’ Bouquet of flowers   



1 Professor on rollers  

2 Males together  

3 Always one hundred  

4 Famous for their buns  

5 Famous football brothers  

6 Ask about ill parent  

7 Brick after cotton factory  

8 Males Meadow  

Name the Football Team by using the 
clue. 

From the English or Scottish Leagues   

FIND ANSWERS INSIDE NEWSLETTER 

Sports Trivia 
 

 
 

1.    Which British boxer defeated Wilfredo Vazquez to 
        retain his WBO featherweight title in 1998? 
 

2.    Which football team’s home ground is Prenton Park?      

3.    Joe Fagan succeeded which football team manager 
       at Liverpool? 
 

4.    Who replaced Alex Stewart as England’s cricket 
       team captain in 1999? 
 

5.    Which year did Damon Hill win the Formula 1  
       World Motor Racing Championship? 
 

6.    Name the British  women’s athlete who won the  
       javelin gold medal at the Commonwealth Games in  
       1990?   
 

7.    In boxing, which weight division is it called, when                       
 a professional boxers weight is between 140-147 llbs? 
 

8.    Ray Clemence kept goal for which team in the  
       1987 F.A Cup Final? 
 

9.     Ian Botham played football for which team? 
 

10.  Which county did Geoffrey Boycott play cricket for? 
 

11.  What points value is given when a converted try is    
        scored in rugby league? 
 

12. Shinty is a form of which sport? 
 

13. How many players make up a softball team? 
 

14.  In which country is the motor racing circuit Albert 
       Park? 

Sports answers in the back of the Newsletter. 
Good Luck and more next time 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
(Record Set) 

Audley Cricket Club has a long history going 
back to 1885, the club is situated in Nantwich Road Audley.  
During last season’s games, a first of its kind was achieved, when 
Audley were playing Caverswall.  Andrew Johnson, better 
known as ‘tracher’, achieved the ultimate bowling figures, by 
taking ‘ten’ wickets in an innings.  This is a feat that has never 
before been achieved at Audley Cricket Club. We would like 
to congratulate Andrew for this fantastic achievement and 
hope he can continue to break records for the club.     
We at the club would welcome any youngsters out there, who 
would like to come along and see for themselves what a  
wonderful game cricket is.  We are prepared to help with  
tuition and hopefully we can  produce many other record 
breakers for the future.  We would also like to invite the public 
to come along and support us on our match days.  There are  
facilities to have a drink and provision for purchasing   
refreshments , which you can enjoy  while  watching the  
beautiful, relaxing  game of cricket.        
For any further information contact:   
Secretary, J C Tryner, Tel: 720032 

Sports Information  
All your Sports News would be most welcome. 

Contact the Editor: 

Local Football Sporting Hero 
Receives His Reward  

In every sport there are always unsung heroes, people 
who put others first and never moan about the time they 
spend in helping.  
Over the last almost sixty years we have had one of 
these in our midst, by the name of Roy Gilbert, one of 
those dedicated sports men who has tried to support 
youth and sports all around the Parish.   
It all started back in 1943, when he helped to carry old 
steel water pipes from Leycett Colliery to Halmer End 
sports ground, to make goal posts which still stand there 
today. 
At 17 years of age, Roy developed into a promising 
goalkeeper, with the advantage of  standing 6ft 2in tall 
and having hands like coal shovels.   
Audley’s young giant was spotted by Hull City.  Sadly 
in 1951 Roy fractured his knee, ending any hopes of 
becoming a professional footballer.  This did not deter 
him from continuing playing for his local team and in 
the 50’s he played in a number of Chesterton Charities  
finals for Audley.  Roy also played cricket for Audley  
C C, as wicket keeper and opening batsman. 
When he finally hung up his boots this was the start of  
another career, which took him to become a Manager, 
Trainer, Grounds man, Kit man and then he took on the 
duties of  Finance at the club.  Roy also served the  
Parish in other ways, when he ran Halmer End Youth 
Club for many years, and then he became a local  
Councillor on the Parish Council.  Roy has now retired 
from these duties and is sadly missed by all the people 
who were fortunate enough to have met him. 
Finally Roy has been recognised for his long service to 
sport, when he was presented with his log service medal 
for sport by the English F A at Lancaster House. 
 

Roy you have been a credit to Sport and the Parish.   



Indoor Success  
 

McEwans Bowling Trophy 
 

Audley Workingmen's Clubs, McEwans Indoor 
Bowls singles competition was a complete success 
The competition was highly organised by Trevor 
Harrison, who appears to have the knack of  
making these events run smoothly.  With entries 
from a number of the league players, it was a very 
highly competitive competition.  Everyone who  
entered the competition had a number of games, as 
the competition is run as a round robin.  The  
competition started at 10.00 am and continued on  
throughout  the day to finish at about 5.00 pm.  
If you would like any information about any future 
events  please contact Trevor Harrison: 
                                                 Tel: 01782 721260. 
 

WINNER:   Mike Weaver 
 

RUNNERUP:   Andy Lamb 

G K MOTORSPORT 
                                CHESTER ROAD CHESTER ROAD   

AUDLEY SOT 
Tel: (01782) 721292 

mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-CHESTER 
ROAD 

 AUDLEY S O T 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

MILES GREEN F.C 1913 / 14 

 
Can you help? If so contact the Newsletter  

We would also welcome many more of your old Photographs  

TOP ROW                     Winners of Audley & District League Cup & Medals 1913 - 14 
HT Scott (Sec) T Leese (Ass Trainer)   C Pointon G Hughes W Taylor   F Bennett (Pres) . S Healy (Trainer). F Roberts  

CENTER ROW                          F Turner (Capt)         J Robinson         W Pointon (Vice Capt) 
BOTTOM ROW               B Hughes            G Walker            J Dean            W Bowers            T Platt 

There are two names missing from the top row? Can you help. 

 

AUDLEY P B C 

Audley Parish Bowling Club will 
be open for another season at the 
beginning of April 2004.  Any one 
wishing to make themselves a 
member can receive the required 
information by contacting either: 
Mr D Dale Tel: 01782 723094 

or 
Mrs M Turner Tel: 01782 721503  
The Bowling Club is situated in 
Church Street Audley.  You will  
find the club house and bowling 
green behind Audley library .   
Access is a pathway from the main 
road, between the Library and the 
new Bungalows.  Social and  
competitive bowling will be  
available.   New members  
are most welcome.  The club has a 
number of ladies and mixed teams.  
Also friendly games are available. 
Your support on our match day is 
most welcome, wheel chair access is 
also available.  On Saturday March 
20th 2004 the club will be holding 
its annual presentation evening.  

Pre MOT 
Inspection 



 
 

Quality Styling By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 6 days per week  

 

Mon. Tue. Wed.  9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am -  7.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat  9.30 am - 4.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane 
Bignall End S-O-T 

Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 5.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 4.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 3.20 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 3.50 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 6.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.30  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

DIY & Household Tips 
Just remember we all are not experts: 
Pen Stain 
Marks made by a ball-point pen can be  significantly reduced ,by taking 
an ordinary pencil rubber,  then gently rubbing the stain with the  
rubber, in a circular motion on the fabric. 
 

Grass Stain 
To remove grass stains, rub the stain with lemon juice before washing 
the garment. 
 

Tomato Sauce  
To remove tomato-sauce stains, try rubbing a generous amount of 
foamy shaving cream onto the stain with your fingers. Then rinse the 
fabric before putting it into the laundry. 
 

Carpets 
Indentations made by furniture or an heavy object on woollen carpets , 
can be restored by placing an ice cube on top of the dented part of the 
carpet, let it melt, then allow it to dry naturally.  All you need to do 
then is vacuum the area. 
 

Carpets Refreshed  
A quick and cheap way of brightening up that dull carpet. Mix together 
4 tablespoons of baby talcum powder, 1 cup of bicarbonate of soda  
(baking soda)  and 3 tablespoons  of corn flour  (cornstarch) .  Thinly 
sprinkle a layer  over the carpet, leave overnight and then vacuum the 
next day. 
 

Candles  
If you are going to use candles  here is a quick tip to make them last 
longer, place the candles in the fridge for a few hours  before use , as 
cold candles last longer when used. 
 

Smokey Smells. 
To reduce that smell of cigarettes, place a saucer full of vinegar,  
discreetly in the room. 
 

Family Memories 
 
Correspondence received due to scout  
appeal, passed onto us by Robert Plant: 
Dear Robert, 
                  The Warham family originated in 
Miles Green .  My mother Mary, father 
Charles, being the former landlord of the 
Royal Oak Inn and my uncle Cabel was the 
landlord of the Red Lion Inn at Halmer End.  
My father Charles was the landlord of the Inn 
from about 1897.  Then in 1924 all the family 
moved to 54 Ravens Lane Bignall End.  There 
were eight children in our family, which  
included five sons, Frank, Arthur, Charlie, 
Harold and myself Jack.  There were three 
daughters Elizabeth, Alice and Joan.  As we 
all grew up and married we became dispersed 
to all areas of the globe although Frank,  
Arthur and Charlie remained to live in the 
Audley Parish until their demise.  My sister 
Joan and myself are the only two remaining 
living members of our family.  I am now 83 
years old and live in Bournemouth.  My sister 
Joan is now 78 years old and now lives in 
Scotland, Joan was married to the late Ivan 
Rowley.  Ivan was a former member of the 
Audley Scouts movement.  

 
Best wishes  

 

Jack Warham    



 PEAPODS 

24 CHURCH 
STREET 
AUDLEY 

“FREE” 
LOCAL 

DELIVERY 

Tel: 
(01782) 721885 

WRIGHTS 
PIES 

Your Local Friendly  
“Store” 

Bouquets of Fresh Flowers  
Delivered “Free” & Made to Order 

FRESH  
OATCAKES 
DELIVERED 

DAILY 

Fresh 
Vegetables 

Fresh 
Fruit 

We have a fine 
Collection of 

Cheeses 
Cooked Meats 

Bacon & 
Pork Sausages 

Excellent range of fine 
 

Jams & Sauces 

Many Varieties Of Flowers For Sale & On Show 
Floral Tributes & Wreaths Made To Order 

 
77th AUDLEY SCOUTS GROUP 

 
In issue 2 of the newsletter we appealed for 

information and stories from the past.  
 Many thanks are expressed to all those who have passed 
on information regarding the early days of Audley Scout 
Group, it has been most enlightening.  We feel there must 
still be many former scouts and parents who have tales to 
tell of their experiences with the Scouts in the Audley 
area before 1970.  If there is any one out their with any 
information please contact me, Robert Plant either by 
phone (01782 721870) or leave any information at the  
grocery store ‘PEAPODS’ in the village. 
Most of the renovation work has know been completed at 
the Warham Scout Hall in Wereton Road Audley.  An 
Open Day was held on Saturday 14th of February 2004, 
for all members of the community to view the work 
which has been carried out.  Thank you to everyone who 
attended. 
The Scout Group will be holding an Easter Faye in the 
Community Centre on Saturday 3rd April.  Prominent  
publicity  will be shown throughout the area nearer the 
time. 
An Easter Raffle is being held with a number of valuable 
prizes.  Tickets have been available from most Scout 
group members from early February.  Alternatively they 
will be available from the “PEAPODS” grocery store 
which is situated in the main street in the village.  If for 
any reason you cannot obtain any, do not hesitate to  
contact me.  For any information regarding the Scouts 
please contact me.    Yours sincerely  Robert Plant 

AUDLEY LIBRARY 
 

(NEW OPENING TIMES) 
 

 Mon  CLOSED               2.00 – 7.00 
 

 Tue   9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 5.00 
 

Wed  CLOSED               CLOSED 
 

Thur  9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 5.00 
 

 Fri    9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 7.00 
 

Sat   9.00 – 1.00              CLOSED     
 

Hall Street, Audley, Stoke on Trent, ST7 8DB 
 Remember! You can make your renewals 

 by Phone, Fax, or by Post . 
 

Tel: (01782) 720527 
SURF THE INTERNET ‘FREE’ 

AT AUDLEY LIBRARY 

Reply to Traffic problem 
Dear  Editor, 
After reading your recent issue of the newsletter 
and also using  the pedestrian crossing in the  
village of Audley, I would like to suggest to the 
Highways Department, who I assume had the  
responsibility to  place them into the village, that  
traffic signals on the crossing would make it 
much safer for people to cross.  Also it would be 
a safer crossing for drivers as the present system 
to warn drivers  can be a little difficult to see. 
especially when the village is very busy with 
traffic and of course the parked vehicles. 
Again the main problem is the parking.            
D.Coxon 



 
A SECRET VILLAGE 

 

 
Could I live in the country? far away from all the noise. 
Would I miss the teenage laughter from so many girls and boys? 
Yes, I would have to find a village with its local cricket team 
And a river running through it or an ever  trundling stream. 
It has a church or maybe chapel organising bring and buys 
Selling produce from the garden and home made apple pies. 
There are dances round the maypole on a lovely summer’s day 
And gossip from the neighbours should someone go astray. 
Its local pub is steeped in history, full of chat and atmosphere 
With food for those who want it and a cracking pint of beer. 
The shops are small but friendly and may bring some tourists in 
Yet not motor bikes and coaches, diesel fumes and din. 
 

I don’t need an old folks hamlet, a waiting room for death 
I still need the young around me to enjoy their every breath. 
Now our urban life is awful, streets of litter, dirt and grime 
So many youngsters into mischief buying drugs via lives of crime. 
Where will I find this haven and give my thanks to God? 
For a life of peace and quiet and for all the steps I’ve trod. 
I’ll keep searching for my village where people help all those in need 
And a simple life is heaven, amid less commercial greed. 
If you know of its whereabouts, keep it to yourself 
Less in print it is revealed for all on a bookshelf. 
 

Derrick Bate 

THE WIZARD OF RHYME 

 
FEATHERED FRIEND 

 

 
Birds in the Winter Garden often make me smile 
So one day I put some food out to keep them for a while 
I crumbled up some biscuits and also stale baps 
And a tasty bit of oatcake along with bacon scraps.  
I spread raisins for the Blackbirds and grated up some cheese 
Then mangled up a fat ball which was guaranteed to please. 
I sliced up a dozen peanuts and put some meal worms out 
To attract all different species, of that there was no doubt 
Returning to our kitchen I had no need to rush 
Soon I’d see a Robin, a Wren or maybe Thrush. 
Perhaps there’d be some Finches and a family of Tits 
Siskins or Blackcap where Dunnock often flits. 
Trying not to be impatient I went off to the loo 
I guess more than just a penny I spent a bob or two 
For when looking down the garden to see which birds I’d got 
I observed a flock of Starlings which had ate the ‘bleeding’ lot. 
 

Derrick Bate. 

Once again the Wizard of Rhyme has excelled himself by    
supplying us with his latest renditions of Poetry and Rhyme.   
Derrick bases all his works on the natural world about us, things he 
loves to see and things he loves to do.  It is great to have people of 
his talent living in and around the Parish.  So come on  have a go, 
send in your poetry, rhyme, stories or just a joke.    Editor.      

Bottoms up 
Sitting eating breakfast while  
listening to the local radio I just had 
to smile, when the presenter on the 
radio made the following comment. 
After hearing a listener’s name given 
out on the radio. “With a name like 
that he must have a bidet, not a  
flannel, like the rest of us” 

DIAMOND 
Power Washing Service 
 
 
 
 
 

DRIVEWAYS PATIOS 
PATHWAYS & WALLS 

Is your Drive or  Patio covered with moss? 
Dirt & Grime? 

Does it look unsightly? 
We can restore them!! 

 

Call now for more information 

01782 729224   or   Mobile 07956 860751      
Covering all Staffordshire & Cheshire  

Pensioner’s Appeal 
As chairman of the Audley & District 
Pensioners Association, I wish to make 
an appeal to the good people of  the 
Audley Parish.  We as the committee 
require the assistance of a number of 
local people, who are willing to come  
forward to join us on the committee. 
This is to assist in the daily running of 
the Club affairs.  We are in desperate 
need of helpers, as it is getting to the  
position, that we may have to consider 
the cancellation of a number of our  
activities.  The Parish has a marvellous 
club house, therefore! don’t lets us lose 
it. Ladies and Gentlemen would be 
most welcome to join in our activities. 
The Annual General Meeting will be 
held at the club house, on the 8th 
March 2004 at 11.00 am, please attend.  
For Information: Fred Evans 721084    



COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

 

COUNCILOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
 

COUNCILLOR  
DYLIS CORNES  

Tel. (01782) 720289 
 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  
Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for any  
information regarding Council matters. 

Y D X S L A A X W H N C C L Z E Y R N D 

V P Z G E J M A C I N T O S H Y C B L N 

C Y T U C I R I P R O G R A M A C J D B 

L Z L J R N M M O N I T O R D V H E R L 

S L L N E T W O R K T M E O U D A Y O T 

G Y R O M E M G N O I T A T S K R O W W 

X A F T M R J F K N N W B S Y W D E S E 

S T F T O N D L M I G O D I L B W H S B 

R F I E C E G O R L O R R S R E A M A S 

E N F R E T U P M O C L A N O S R E P I 

B F C M A S R P A S E D O A Y A E R I T 

O I J I E E O Y I U R W B R U B E E H E 

O N N N S V U D N C E I Y T U A I T C A 

T F B A C T T I F I C D E H D T A C O X 

C Y L L R C E S R R I E K S V A H A R M 

W A W F A Y R K A C O W H K W D J R C Y 

M G O P S P K E M U V E P W O E M A I L 

R S M K H E T C E I E B R E K C A H M Y 

L O O Z L D S O F T W A R E N N A C S U 

C H E S A W T N P B B I O Y Z B V V Y J 

WORD SEARCH  
COMPUTER JARGON  

 

ADDRESS   BYTE   BINARY   CIRCUIT 
 

COMPACT DISC   CRASH   CHARACTER 
 

DATABASE   E MAIL   E COMMERCE 
 

FLOPPY DISK   HUB   HARDWARE 
 

HACKER   INTERNET   KEYBOARD 
 

LASER PRINTER   LAPTOP   MEMORY 
 

MOUSE   MACINTOSH   MAINFRAME 
 

MONITOR   MICROCHIP   NETWORK  
 

PROGRAM   PERSONAL COMPUTER 
 

PASSWORD   ROUTER   REBOOT    
 

SPREADSHEET   SCANNER   SOFTWARE     
 

TRANSISTOR   TERMINAL    
 

VOICE RECOGNITION   WEBSITE   
 

WORLD WIDE WEB   WORKSTATION 

The newsletter team do try to make sure wherever  
possible  that all the information contained in this 
newsletter is accurate.  Letters and information sent in 
to the newsletter for publication are some times  
impossible to clarify for accuracy.  We therefore take 
no responsibility for inaccuracies in any Text/E-Mails 
Telephone Numbers/Fax or E-Mail addresses which 
are contained in the Newsletter.  Editor 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
SECURITY SYSTEMS 

INTRUDER ALARM SYSTEMS  FOR: 
 

DOMESTIC - BUSINESS & COMMERCIAL 
AGRICULTURAL & EQUINE 

INSTALLATION / SYSTEMS UPGRADED 
LOCAL SERVICE CONTRACTS ACCEPTED 

 

24 HOUR CALL OUT SERVICE 
 

FOR ‘FREE’ SURVEY OR ADVICE CONTACT 
 

TIM WITHINGTON 
 

Tel: 01782 721727  or   Mobile 07976 154411 

FOR SALE OR WANTED 
 

RAILWAY BOOK REQUIRED TITLE 
THE POTTERIES LOOPLINE 

 By ALLAN BAKER  
Railway enthusiast requires to purchase a copy of this book 
will accept second-hand copy only if in good condition. 
 

Please contact: J Booth Tel: 01782  839631 



AUDLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Reply to letters published in issue 2 of the Audley Community 
News. 
 

VILLAGE TRAFFIC 
 

We wish to correct the wrong information given out by the “very  
concerned Villager”. 
The Parish Council had no input in the installation of the pedestrian 
crossing in the village, or indeed the double yellow lines. The  
crossing came in response to many years of various lobbying for a 
pedestrian crossing in the village.  On this occasion there was a  
petition collected and passed on to the County Council Traffic  
Department, and duly installed.  The double yellow lines were put 
down approx. 25 years ago, again through the County Council (in  
response to a different problem).  
The Parish Council has no responsibility for Highways, indeed  
neither do the Borough, this is the full  responsibility of the County 
Council. The Parish Council has had many complaints about the 
safety on Church Street, and since the installation on the pedestrian 
crossing this has continued.  Pedestrians, particularly the less agile 
among us, have the right to move in safety around our village.  
Christmas is now over and 2004 is with us, so let us all have respect 
for each other, and remember that we have pedestrians, as well as the 
motor trying to live side by side and we will live in harmony.  If the 
very concerned Villager would like to make him/herself know to any 
one of the Parish Councillors – or better still come to a Parish  
Council Meeting and tell us of their views on making the village a 
safer place to live and work in we would be most grateful. 
 

Audley Parish Council 
 

ALLOTMENT PILFERERS 
 

In reply to the “concerned gardener.   
In reply to the salt being rubbed into the wound we would make the 
following statement.  The rent for these allotments has been £2 per 
year, for the last twenty years, hardly bank breaking (less than 4p per 
week), and does not even cover the administration cost the Council is 
entitled to charge to the allotment account, but have always born 
themselves.  Last April the rent was increased to £5 per year, (less 
that 10p per week).  Not a lot to follow one’s hobby.  There was an 
offer some years ago to install water into the allotments, and a  
request for the gardeners to help to put this in through an increased 
rent, but they refused this.  The rent from the allotments is kept  
separate in the Parish Council Accounts, and when the money has 
built up the Council will do further work in consultation with the 
gardeners. 
 

Audley Parish Council 

WANTED 
We have been asked to make an appeal for a book.   This is  
required by someone with village ties, who lives elsewhere in the 
country and who wishes to purchase it, if available. The name of the 
book is: 

Audley Parish Millennium 
By Robert Speak  

ISBN No 09539351  

THE MOTHER’S  
UNION 

 
ST JAMES’ MOTHER’S UNION 

 
Mary Heywood was born in 1828 in 
Swinton, which is near to Manchester.  
Mary’s father was a Banker and also a 
scholar man, the family was wealthy and 
cultured.  Mary was educated at home 
and became an accomplished singer and  
linguist.  Most of all she valued the 
Christian atmosphere in her home, with 
daily scripture readings and prayer.  
Small wonder then that the son of the 
Bishop of Winchester, Charles Sumner, 
fell in love with her.  Mary and George 
Sumner were married in 1848 and  
embarked on sixty one years of  
married life. Mary was fully occupied 
for nearly thirty years in supporting 
George in his ministry and bringing up 
their three children. 
By the time she became a grandmother 
Mary realised that a new organisation 
was needed in the parish and the first 
branch of The Mother’s Union was born. 
At first only mothers could join but over 
the years this changed; so that first  
married women with no children were 
able to join.  Then single women were 
allowed and now even men can become 
members.  This hasn’t happened in the 
Audley area yet, but some ‘brave’ men 
elsewhere in the country have joined. 
Mothers Union is now a World-Wide  
organisation with headquarters at Mary 
Sumner House in London.  We also 
encourage and support all matters that 
pertain to family life, also the guidance 
and protection of children.  We also try 
and support people from broken homes. 
On a higher level; sometimes advice and 
opinions are sought from parliament, 
advice being taken seriously. 
We meet on the third Thursday of every 
month in the Audley church hall in the 
village.  Everyone would be made very 
welcome.  Just come along and enjoy the 
experience -  you will not regret it! 
For any further information contact: 

(01782) 720820 
 

Joan Tomkinson.            



NEWS 
 
 
 

NEW DATE FOR YOUTH4AUDLEY  
EXHIBITION 

The new date for Youth4Audley’s exhibition is  
Thursday 25th March between 6pm and 9pm in  

St James’s Church hall. 

   EverybodyOnline to work with Age Concern in Audley Parish 
 
EverybodyOnline will be working with Age Concern’s new Ageing Well  
project in Audley Parish.  To introduce this new partnership EverybodyOnline 
and Ageing Well are holding an open afternoon on Tuesday 20th April from 
1pm—3pm, in St James’s Church hall.  It will be an opportunity for you to come 
and see what Ageing Well is all about and what it can offer you, and also an  
opportunity for you to bring in any old photos you would like EverybodyOnline to 
copy for you and print off. 
Ageing Well can offer sessions in things such as Aromatherapy, Computers,  
Tai’ Chi and Reminiscence, particularly for people of mature years. 
Entrance is free and refreshments will be provided.  So if you are over 50,  
Why not pop-in and see what is going on? 
For further details please contact Sarah Bonam, EverybodyOnline on 01782 
729249 or June Beardmore, Ageing Well on 01782 238237. 

FREE computer  
sessions  

for the community 
 

Due to the success of the last computer sessions we are 
currently looking at  providing more sessions as the current 
sessions and the new ones for March are now full up.  If 
there is sufficient interest we can start another set of  
sessions up for March, so why not get in touch and give it a 
go?  The oldest person attending the sessions so far has 
been 85—definite proof that you are never to old too learn!!   

Call Sarah on 01782 729249  
for more information 

FREE WEBSITES FOR  
COMMUNITY GROUPS 

 
Would your community 
group benefit from having 
it’s own website? 
 
Through IK.Com BT are  
offering free websites for 
community groups at  
www.communitykit.co.uk.  
Local groups that have taken 
advantage of this package  
include: Youth4Audley  
(www.youth4audley.ik.com), 
Audley Community News 
(www.audleycommunitynews.
ik.com) and more recently, 
Audley Parish Council, 
(www.audleyparishcouncil.ik.
com) 
  
If you are interested contact 
Sarah on 01782 729249 to 
arrange FREE training and 
help setting up your site.   



 

Local match Revived     
Audley  Vs Halmer End 

 
Audley workingmen’s club indoor bowling team, bounces 
back after 10 years in the wilderness.  After being relegated 
from division 1 to division 10 of the Staffs Indoor Bowling 
league, 10 years ago, all because they changed their place of 
venue, they have over the past 9 years clawed their way back 
to their rightful position, as a first division  team.  This has 
therefore brought together once again  local rivalry, “The 
Hommer End and Adley” revival.  I  was fortunate enough this 
season to have participated in both fixtures.  There has  
always  been local pride at stake in this fixture, which also  
brings a tense atmosphere to the bowling mat.   
The first fixture took place at  Audley Workingmen’s Club 
where  Audley took the honours winning 4½ to Halmer Ends 
½ a point.  The match result was a little flattering to Audley, 
as Halmer End deserved more from a match where they 
played extremely well. 
The return fixture was always going to be a tense affair, as 
Halmer End no doubt needed revenge.  At this time Halmer 
End were in a very strong  position in the league hoping to 
continue their run of success.  Audley who had started the 
season on a high, were at this time having a lean spell and 
needed a lift to get their season back on track.  First on the 
mat for Audley were John Griffiths (Captain) and his partner 
Les Machin, who absolutely destroyed their opponents 14-5.  
Eric Phillips and myself were next, losing a very close game 
9-7.  Halmer End then  brought on their big guns, Graham 
Potts with Tony Goldstraw, who gave Derrick Bate and Roy 
Griffiths very little chance of  winning, with an excellent  
display of bowling, taking the match  13-4.  This then left the 
match a very close affair, winning the last game could make 
the difference of  either, winning or losing the overall match.  
Audley had left  secret weapons in  reserve, Brian Smith and 
Trevor Harrison were their final pair, with Halmer End fielding 
Enzo Kontic and Mike Cross to try to secure them the vital 
win.  With a large audience in the club, the pressure could be 
felt in the room as the match was in progress.  Audley didn't 
have to wait too long for success as Brian and Trevor piled 
on the pressure, taking end after end.  We then  had the  
Halmer End revival, as their pair started to regroup their  
efforts and brought the scores  overall almost equal.  Then on 
the 10th and final end of a well balanced game, Halmer End 
required 4 to win and three to draw the overall game, with 
only four bowls to come.   
The match came to a  climax when Brian Smith bowled two  
excellent woods to make it very difficult for the Halmer end 
pair to have even a slight chance of victory.   
Finally with his very last wood to come Trevor Harrison didn't 
need to bowl it as the match was won and over.  This was an  
excellent, well deserved win for the Audley boys and Halmer 
end took defeat with grace.   No doubt this 3-2 victory was 
sweet for Audley, but don’t lets run away from the fact that 
Halmer End are a very good side and they will no doubt be 
gunning for Audley in their next encounter.            
 
                      Editor.                         

Just a Smile 
 

This chap was dragging a large box 
along the pavement he then suddenly 
stops outside a house.  He knocks on 
the door and a old lady opens it.  He 
asks “Are you Widow Smith, Mrs”?’ 
The lady replies ‘My name is not 
Widow Smith, it’s Mrs Smith I’d like 
you to know’.  “Wait until you open 
the box”, replied the man.   
 

Mr Jones rang up the surgery for an  
appointment, the receptionist asks 
what is the problem.  “Well I think 
I’m becoming invisible”.  “Sorry the 
doctor can’t see you today”. 
 

My brother Fred is that lazy, he even 
married a pregnant woman. 
 

Eric the dustbin man got married to 
his childhood sweetheart last week.  
The only trouble was, that when he 
carried her over the threshold he 
dropped half of her on the garden 
path. 
 

Sitting in the cinema watching a film,  
I overheard a conversation between a 
couple on the row in front.  The 
young girl was licking the boy’s 
cheeks he asks “Oh darling, is that to 
show how much you love me”.  She 
replies “No - but I needed the salt”. 
 

A Man sitting at the bar drowning his 
sorrows, the waiter asks “What's up 
mate”? He replies “The wife’s run of 
with my best mate and I’m really 
missing him”. More next time.   

AUDLEY & DISTRICT 
W.I   

PROGRAMES FOR  
MARCH, APRIL, MAY, JUNE  

2004 
March 17th                                 (Speaker) 
My life in the land Army ……. Joan Bailey 
 

April 21st  
Helers Cheese Makers ………. Mark Bevan 
 

May 19th 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

June 16th 
Birthday Party ……….Nantwich & District 
                                            Scottish Dancers 
 

For any information contact either: 
 (01782) 722009 / (01782) 721957 



A THANK YOU FROM AUDLEY ROTARY 
CLUB 

 

Audley Rotary Club would like to thank the 
people of Audley and the surrounding  
villages for their support over Christmas.  
Their Santa Clause collections brought in a 
magnificent £4,100 for our charity funds 
and the Commemorative Tree of Light 
raised £502 for the Donna Louise Trust. 

WE WANT YOU -  and your memories of World War II! 
 

EverybodyOnline are currently working with various organisations to run a project in 
the community about people’s memories and experiences of World War II, which will 
result in a community open day in the summer.  To start the project, Youth4Audley 
and Sir Thomas Boughey school will be holding open mornings for people to drop in 
and talk to them about what being at war was like for them and their families.   
 
When: Thurs 18th May, Thurs 25th May and Thurs 1st June 2004 
 

Where: The Adult Education Centre, Audley (opposite the Boughey Arms) 
 

Time: 12pm—2pm 
 
We would love to hear your stories and if you have any photos or memorabilia, such 
as gasmasks etc, that can be photographed please drop in.   
 
More information about the project will be on display at Youth4Audley’s  
exhibition on March 25th in St James Church Hall, or you can contact : 

Sarah on 01782 729249 
 

Audley Plumbing  
 Services 

Local Family Business 
 

For all your Plumbing Needs 
 

Fast Efficient Friendly 
Service 

35 Years Experience 
No Job To Small 

 

All Work Guaranteed 
Private & Commercial  
Contracts Undertaken 

 

24 Hour Emergency Call 
Tel: 07765954882 

STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
LOCAL MEMBERS INITIATIVE  

SCHEME 
 

Audley Community Newsletter would like to thank  
Councillor Edward Boden and Staffordshire County 
Council for their support, enabling  the Newsletter to 
obtain funding towards the cost of producing the  
Newsletter.       

Audley Theatre 
Audley Theatre, which is situated in Hall Street Audley, has recently had a new  
lighting system installed in the Theatre.  Work has been carried out to comply with Fire  
Regulations and also to upgrade their existing lighting facilities.  The total cost of the work 
carried out was £16,000.   After they failed to secure a lottery bid, they were most grateful to 
receive financial support from the following sources: 
Staffs CC Local Member’s Initiative Fund with the help of local County Councillor Mr Edward 
Boden.  Newcastle Borough Council and The Co-op Charitable Foundation. 
 

Next Production  May 2004  Date to be decided. 
THE MURDER ROOM. A Mystery Farce  by Jack Sharkey   



     
 
St James Church with  

Why not drop in to No.38,  
Church Street, Audley for help and advice? 

 
Every Thursday from 5th February 2004 onwards 

 

Come along, relax, enjoy a cup of coffee and 
find out what all the fuss is about! 
 

Thursdays from 1.00pm – 3.00pm 
Everybody is welcome 

 
For more information call: 

                    Sarah Bonam – Project Officer    
Tel: 01782 729249 Email: sarah@citizensonline.org.uk 

Or 
Ian Massey – No. 38    

Tel:  01782 721740  Mobile: 07976 908178 



Name the Football Team 
 

1. Doncaster 
2. Manchester United 
3. Everton 
4. Chelsea 
5. Charlton 
6. Motherwell 
7. Millwall 
8. Mansfield 
 

More next time. 

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS 
Tel: (01782) 720506 

 

AUDLEY NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE 
10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  

***************************************************************************************** 

 

WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
APEDALE ROAD 

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month. 

 Home visits 
Are available 

By 
Appointment 

QUAINT PICTURE 
 
The answer to where the picture 

on page 2 was taken?  
Formerly Charlie Brassingtons  
Farm, Boyles Hall, Bignall End. 

SPORTS QUIZE 
ANSWERS 

1. PRINCE NASEE HAMED 
2. TRANMERE ROVERS 
3. BOB PAISLEY 
4. NASSER HUSSAIN 
5. YEAR 1996 
6. TESSA SANDERSON 
7. WELTERWEIGHT 
8. TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
9. SCUNTHORPE 
10. YORKSHIRE 
11. SIX (6) 
12. HOCKEY 
13. NINE (9) 
14. AUSTRALIA 

Dear Readers, 
Well once again we have managed to complete another issue of the newsletter.    I would 
like to thank the people who have contributed to the  contents and would like to apologise 
for any that I have missed out.  If I have not included your item, just give me a reminder and I 
will make sure that it is in next time.  Over the next few issues I will include photos of the 
Parish which have been passed on to me .   We would welcome any old  photos which show 
the Parish evolving over the past few years.  I have been pleased with the response I have 
had to the newsletter, as people have spoken to me of the memories that the information in 
the newsletter has brought back to them.  There are many areas which can be covered by 
us ,if you as the readers  would take just a few moments to sit down and write.  We will  
continue to try and bring you a newsletter that will hopefully  give you pleasure.   Just to say 
thanks for your support and kind words. See you next time.                          Editor Ernie .        

Where you can find us   

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 
WOOD LANE   POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 
AUDLEY DOCTORS SURGERY 
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AUDLEY DURBER CLOSE C.CENTRE  
AUDLEY DENTIST 
COOP STORE AUDLEY 
ALLDAYS WATER HAYES EST 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 
HALMER END STUTE C. CENTRE 
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
HALIFAX  BANKING AUDLEY 
HALL STREET SWEETS & TOY SHOP 
 

COPIES WILL ALSO LEFT AT ALL:  
Public houses, Workingmen's Clubs and  
local meeting places. We will  try to make 
as many copies available as possible, also 
when you have read your copy why not 
give it to a friend or neighbour to read.  

DENISE  
DELIGHTS 

 

A charity night of entertainment 
was held at Audley  
Workingmen’s Club, on the 
22nd of December 2003. The 
evenings at the Workingmen’s 
Club was blessed, when part of 
the entertainment was our ‘star’ 
from the village Denise Leigh, 
who gave her time to support the 
charities.  To hear her voice live 
was unbelievable, we now  
understand why she won  
Operatunity on Channel 4. 
The concert room was full and 
when she sang you could hear a 
pin drop, after every song the 
room was a buzz with nothing 
but admiration.  The night was  
in aid of local health charities 
which no doubt would greatly 
benefit. 
Many thanks to the Club.      



HORSLEYS 
CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT 

 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware, Suppliers Of All Your Gardening Needs 
Tools, Plants, Seeds, Fertiliser, Compost, Grow Bags, Insecticide, & Plant Feed 

 

(Pet Food & Accessories)   
 Horse Feeds & Fishing Tackle 

 

Stockists of Fine Fancy Goods & Ware 
 

Suppliers of DIY & Home Repair Accessories 
 

     Paint, Timber, Plywood. Glass Cut To Size,  
 Nails, Screws, Fixings & Adhesive     

 

Tel: (01782) 720507 
 ALL LOCAL DELIVERIES ARE ‘FREE’  

COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 

EXCELLENT  
CHOICE OF 

QUALITY GOODS  

MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING.FLEET REPAIRS 
TYRE  STOCKIST  

WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS 

EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 ‘MOT’?  
 Leave It With ‘Graig’ 

Appointments Welcome  
Or just Call 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

Although not endorsing the quality of their  
Services/Products we do encourage you to  

patronise our advertisers.   
Thanks to the advertisers for their support.   

Contact the Editor if you wish to advertise. 
AC News 23 Wood Street Bignall End 

Stoke On Trent 
Staffs ST7 8QL  

Tel : 07742634944 

Now Available!!!!!!! 
Wax Oil Service 

DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY    
Where are they when 

you need some 
help ?????? 

 

Shaun’s the 
Man 

For all those DIY jobs that 
never get done  

 

 
Just leave your worries to me 

 

“Free” Estimates  
 

Call at your convenience  
 

All work Guaranteed 
 

Highly recommended   

For further information call Shaun Baynes 
  Tel: (01270) 873905      Mob: 07812505127 

“Courtesy Car Now Available” 

Garden Needs 

DIY 

“One of Jeff’s  
tasty morsels”  

LOGS LOGS 

Quality Feed 
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