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Wood Lane Schools 100 years birthday celebrations. 

Brother and sister Barry & Betty Statham.  Former pupils return to help 
Wood Lane School celebrate its 100th birthday.  See more details inside. 



Toasting Success 
 

Proposing a toast let us all raise a glass 
To the team and their work!  ‘Quite simply first class’ 

Bringing us photos, comments and views 
In pages throughout our ‘Community News’. 

 

First into print in Two Thousand and Three 
Now just as then it is largely for free 

Sustained by donations which help to ensure 
It’s read in our homes and loved more and more. 

 

Much in demand it will truly compare 
With the best that’s produced in places elsewhere 
And now that editions have reached twenty five 

We give thanks in the hope it continues to thrive. 
 

So, ‘Cheers everybody’, we can take pride 
Whilst keeping in touch with readers worldwide 

In our history and memories through trouble and strife 
Still proud and fond of our village life. 

 

Derrick Bate 

Newsletter’s 25th Issue. 
 

September 2003 was the first publication of your 
Audley Community News and over these past 6 
years we have received so many poems from  
local readers for publication. 
A favourite Poet for our readers has always been 
our own Derrick Bate, whose poems and rhymes 
about daily life and nature have given so much 
pleasure to everyone. 
To help the magazine celebrate its 25th Issue, 
Derrick has once again put pen to paper and 
written a small tribute to the magazine and its  
volunteers, called Toasting Success, see below. 
We wish to thank Derrick for our tribute.  



Editor. 
Welcome to the 25th issue of the Audley Community News. 
What a milestone we have reached.  When in 2003 I first decided to produce a Newsletter for the 
Audley parish, I had no thoughts that after 6 years we would still be publishing. 
These past 6 years have certainly given me such great satisfaction, seeing my magazine grow, 
more than doubling the amount of magazines printed and going from 20 pages to 32. 
I have to first thank all the people who gave me the encouragement to start this magazine and a special thank you 
to all the people who have helped me to produce our Audley Community News. 
I also wish to take this opportunity to thank everybody who has contributed financially, either by donation,  
subscriptions or advertising, as without your support we would have no magazine.  Thank you. 
We now look forward to another 25 issues and would welcome the people of the parish or indeed any of our  
readers to contribute to the contents by sending in their articles for publication and especially those fantastic  
photographs. 
 

Turning to a more serious note, how sad it is to walk down our parish streets to see nothing but For Sale signs 
on so many businesses.  We all know that the world is in financial difficulties and we have to watch our pennies , 
but as I and so many others have said, once these businesses go many will never return. 
I have spoken to a number of owners who say that the cost of upkeep and the lack of customers passing through 
their doorways is pushing them over the brink. 
I recall Audley having so many varied shops and businesses, a thriving village, but just look around and see what 
we have now.  No Banks, Building Society, Butchers shops, Green Grocers store, Bakers making bread, Cycle 
shops and many more.  I have my own thoughts.  Is it that we rely too much on Supermarkets who have come 
along and taken trade from our small businesses, or the parking issues we have in this village? 
We all know how difficult it must be for small shops to compete with the large Supermarkets as they have massive 
buying powers, but can you imagine what it’s going to be like if Audley ends up with no Newsagent who provides 
a home delivery service.  Look what has happened in Bignall End and Wood Lane.  Can you imagine the  
Supermarkets providing a home delivery service for newspapers?  No chance.  We have an Ironmongers store in 
the village which provides and excellent delivery service and a flower store who do the same.  If we get into a  
position where these stores close, start digging in your pockets to pay a much higher price for new services from 
the main town.  These shops need your support and also remember they provided employment for local residents. 
 

The parking issue does seem to crop up in most issues as it is often brought to our attention at the Newsletter, but 
we would like to ask the question which has been put before us. 
We understand that the car park which stands between the Co-op and Tesco belongs to the Peoples Methodist 
Chapel.  Can they confirm if that is correct and also if they are responsible for the maintenance and do they  
provided insurance to cover any claim for damage done to cars by unfilled pot holes etc.  No doubt most of us 
have parked at sometime on the car park, but why on earth do we have to take half of it home with us when it 
rains, as the bottom section is flooded whenever we have a storm.  If the Church do in fact provide this car park 
surely they must be paid a rent to help to cover their costs from the appropriate bodies and what a sad loss to the 
village it would be if it was sold and we had another Supermarket built in its place.  
A number of readers have also asked why the surface on the car park next to the Butchers Arms pub in Audley 
can’t be tarmaced and brought up to a standard acceptable as a public car park, as we also find this often floods.  
Would it be possible for our Parish Council to speak to whoever is responsible for the car park’s maintenance to 
try to get this problem resolved?  
Lets hope that these issues can be rectified and it may encourage people to once again return to support our  
Village.  Your comments would be most welcome.          Enjoy your read.  Ernie Editor.   
 

Local Election Results May 2009. 
 
Staffordshire County Council Results for: 

Audley & Chesterton. 
 

Dylis Cornes  LB Dem         1250  Elected. 
Edward Boden LAB            898  Not Elected 
Marke H Barlow UK IND  841  Not Elected 
Nicola M Ralphs CON       716  Not Elected 
Ronald V A Chell BNP      491  Not Elected 

 

Audley Parish ( Halmer End Ward June 2009) 
 

Due to a casual vacancy occurring in the Halmer End 
ward, as a result of work commitment by Councillor 
Neville Benson the following result was: 
 

Christopher C Cooper  231  Elected 
Paul R Brever              205  Not Elected 
Mark H Barlow           181  Not Elected  
Keith Baden-Powell   171  Not Elected 



A Theatrical Undertaking 

In 1901 Edmund’s travelling theatre company arrived here and Audley was to have a lasting connection for the 
Grant Cleghorn family.  It was here that Charles Henry Grant met Dorothy Walker Proctor, daughter of George 
Proctor who at the time was a joiner, undertaker and registrar of births, marriages and deaths.  In 1903 Charles 
and Dorothy married in Newcastle-under-Lyme.  But for another member of the company it was journey’s end. 
Henry Holloway (sorry to say, no relation to Stanley, as once thought), died here on 20 February 1902, and was 
buried in Audley Churchyard. 

In 1901 Audley was the temporary residence of a group of travelling theatre performers and their manager.  They 
all found lodgings in Wereton.  The group was managed by Edmund Grant, described as a portable theatre 
manager in the census of 1901, taken while the group were here.  The others were Henry Holloway (comedian), 
Annie Holloway (vocalist), Rose Holloway (vocalist and dancer), George Greenwood (professional pianist), 
Joseph Bradshaw (labourer in the theatre), Edmund Beecroft (actor), Jane Beecroft (actress), Charles Henry 
Grant (actor), Frederick Blake (actor) and Mary Blake (actress).  They came from all over England with the 
exception of Charles Henry Grant, born in Ireland about 1879 while his father Edmund was on tour there. 
Edmund, however, was not a stranger to North Staffordshire.  In the 1881 census he was recorded as an actor 
living in Cobden Street, Trentham with his wife Eliza, son Charles Henry and daughter Florence (born 2 months 
earlier in Stafford).  

Edmund Oliver Grant Cleghorn Charles Henry Grant Cleghorn 

Edmund Oliver Grant Cleghorn was born in Hackney, London in 1855, the son of Alfred Henry Cleghorn and 
his wife Emma Eliza.  The theatre was already in the Cleghorn blood in the form of Samuel (‘Sammy’) Grant 
Cleghorn, a theatrical.  Later, Sammy and his family moved to Standish, near Wigan in Lancashire. Sammy was 
a cinema pioneer and opened one of the country’s first Cinematograph (moving image) theatres.  He and 
Edmund later bought up music halls all over the North West of England which became known as Grants 
Varieties. Sammy, Edmund and later Charles Henry all dropped the Cleghorn surname and settled for the stage 
name of Grant.  Edmund was a barrel dancer and comedian on stage and had married Eliza Ball in Manchester in 
1876.  In addition to being actors by profession, Edmund and Charles Henry were jewellers by trade.  They had 
premises in London where they made watches. 



Meanwhile Edmund and Eliza had inherited Sammy Grant’s picture house in Standish, along with his 
showman’s caravan.  In the 1920s Edmund was the projectionist and Eliza played the piano, sold tickets and kept 
order.  The picture house, built of corrugated iron, closed in 1927.  Back in Audley, Oliver married Nellie Jones 
in 1929 and having learned the trade of a joiner and undertaker from his grandfather George Proctor and his 
uncle John Betteley Proctor, he took over the business, also dropping the Cleghorn surname in the process. 
Edmund, following the death of Eliza, returned to Audley some time after 1933 to live out his final years with 
Oliver and Nellie at “Parkholme” in Nantwich Road along with the showman’s caravan which he parked outside. 
He died in 1945 and is buried just yards away from Henry Holloway in Audley Churchyard.  With Oliver and his 
sons the family tradition of acting had come to a temporary halt. 

By the mid 1950’s Ronald Cleghorn was about to stake his claim to fame … in show business!  He was to 
become a much loved singer with records in the popular music charts, but in doing so also had to lose that 
Cleghorn tag.  So Ronald Cleghorn took the stage name of … Ronnie Carroll !!! 

Today acting is once again in the Cleghorn blood in the form of David Cleghorn, grandson of Oliver Grant. 
David, a TV and film actor, is also a magician, hypnotist, sword swallower, fire eater and a qualified 
pyrotechnics expert!  It is with grateful thanks to David, who provided most of the information, that this article 
has been possible.  Anyone interested in more can visit David’s website at: www.davidcleghorn.tv 

 
The memorial to Henry Holloway in Audley Churchyard which reads:  
 

“In affectionate remembrance  
of my dear husband  

Henry Holloway, comedian  
who died February 20th 1902  

aged 36 years.  
All’s well. Rest in peace.” 

In 1905 a son was born to Charles Henry and Dorothy.  The birth of Oliver Grant Cleghorn was registered in 
Newton-le-Willows, Lancashire.  Charles Henry, whose music hall signature song was “Lily of Laguna”, 
continued to perform on stage until 1914 when he went off to the Great War.  It was to have a devastating effect 
upon him.  He became a member of the Pioneer Corps whose tasks included recovering the remains of dead 
soldiers and burying them; a harrowing experience.  He returned from the war and deserted his wife Dorothy and 
son Oliver.  He went back up north, to eventually buy up music halls, run his own theatre and bigamously marry 
again and raise another family!  On 18 August 1934 a son, Ronald Cleghorn, was born in Belfast.  

Audley Family History Society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members.  
All welcome. Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month 

Talks 7.30-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November  
Research 7-9pm on the first Friday in February, April, June, August, October and December 

 E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 
 

Visit the website for “The Changing Face” series of photo articles on Alsagers Bank, Audley,  
Bignall End, Halmer-End and Wood Lane.  Click on “Old Audley” link on home page. 



Audley and District Probus Club 
 

Audley and District Probus Club started in 1954 
and we still have Eric Bennion, one of the  
founder members, very active within the club.  
Originally started as a male only club it has  
recently been opened to lady members.  This 
change in membership has invigorated the club 
and seen an expansion of both the membership 
and enthusiasm. 
One of our recent successes was a visit to Jodrell 
Bank.  We arrived there after being transported 
by coach on a gloriously sunny day.  Upon arrival 
we were greeted by the staff and sat down to a well deserved cup of tea or coffee.  The staff then took 
us out to the main dish (telescope) and to our joy it was changing position.  This structure was only 
meant to last fifteen years and it is still with us today.  A great  triumph to British design and  
engineering.  The talk on the dish’s history and its use was very interesting. 
After this we were taken into the cinema to watch a 3D film entitled “A Trip to Mars”, just like Saturday 
morning pictures when I was a child.  We were then led to the dining hall to be given an exceptional 
three course meal.   
After a quiet period we were escorted to the Arboretum where we were shown round by Dr. R. Benton, 
the curator, being given details as to why certain plants are grown and the history of the project.  We 
then spent some time in the gift shop and looking at the telescope before boarding our coach. 
As can be seen from the picture above we are a mixed group, which includes our friends who are not 
yet members and family.  The trip was arranged by our president Don Caton. 
 

For any further information please contact Chris Symonds on 01782723139 

 

STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL COMMUNITY FUND. 
 
Your local County Council has a pot of money to administer under the above fund. 
This is replacing what was known as the Local Member Initiative Fund previously. 
 

This is money to help fund local initiatives.  Community groups can apply, but will need to meet the criteria.  Money has to be 
applied for by the end of November 2009 and spent by the end of March 2010. 
 

To apply either contact your local County Councillor Dylis Cornes email: dyliscornes@staffordshire.gov.uk or telephone 
01782  720289. 
 

You can also download a copy of the application form by going to the Staffordshire County Council web site: 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk 



Audley Health Centre Patients Panel 
 
Who are we? 
 
The Patient Panel is here to listen, help and  
improve the health care of patients who use our 
Health Centre.  Our main aim is to promote a  
patient friendly service.  It is a group of patients 
who meet regularly to discuss issues relating to the 
work of the Medical Centre.  We are a voluntary,  
independent body who seek to represent the views 
of all patients.  
 

Why a Patient Panel? 
 
We help the Medical Centre to find out what patients 
think about the services provided, what is going well 
and suggest areas to be improved.  Our aim is to  
identify patients’ health care needs and to inform 
them as to what is available. 
 
 

Any Suggestions? 
 
Your comments and suggestions about the services 
provided at the Centre and how we can help are 
warmly welcomed as they may influence future  
decisions.  Please put your suggestions on a card and 
place into the box provided in the surgery.   
 
 

Do you wish to be a member of the Panel? 
 
Any person over the age of 14 years who is a  
patient at the Health Centre may apply. 
If you wish to become a member of the Patients Panel,  
please contact the Practice Manager Julie Stokes at 
the Audley Health Centre. 

Services provided at your Health Centre. 
 

• Asthma management 
• Audiograms 
• Baby clinics 
• BP - home loan monitor 
• Chiropody 
• Community Psychiatric Nurses 
• Contraception Services including Emergency 

contraception 
• COPD management 
• Diabetes clinic 
• Dietician Appointments 
• District Nurse 
• Dressings 
• Ear syringing 
• ECG 
• Exercise referrals 
• Family Planning 
• Glucose tolerance tests 
• Health Visitors 
• INR monitoring 
• Midwife 
• Minor operations including vasectomy 
• New patient health checks 
• Nurse practitioner appointments 
• Orthopaedic clinics 
• Physiotherapy 
• Smears 
• Smoke cessation 
• Speech therapy 
• Spirometry 
• Triage 
• Vaccinations - including child and holiday 
• Weight management 
• Well man clinics 
• Well women clinics  

 

To contact your Health Centre 
 

Tel  01782 276999 
To email and for more details go to: 

www.audleyhealthcentre.co.uk   

Health Centre opening times. 
 
• Monday 8am to 6.30pm 
• Tuesday 8am to 8pm 
• Wednesday 8am to 6.30pm 
• Thursday 8am to 8pm 
• Friday 8am to 6.30pm 
 

Surgery telephone number 
(01782) 276999 

 

Prescription Enquiries 
(01782) 276960 

 

NHS Direct (0845 46 47) 
Available 24 Hours. 



Dear Editor 
                   I have just read with interest 
the article in your last two issues of the  
Audley Community News magazine 
about the Girl Guide movement from the 
Audley Parish.  I thought you and your 
readers may be interested to see some of 
the enclosed copies of photographs I 
have which were taken during the mid 
thirties.  I was a member of a very  
active company of Girl Guides in the 
village of Audley during the period from 
1931-1934. 
 

The Guiders of this company were as I 
remember Miss Huddleston, Miss  
Motram and Miss Scott who later  
married Rev Lewis. 
The photographs I have included were taken on a days outing.  We had walked to Wrinehill via Heighley Castle 
and were picnicking in a field at Wrinehill Mill and I think the date would have been 1934. 
 

I can only recall the names of a few of the Guides which I have included on the backs 
of the photographs. 
The only names I have of the above picture are as follows: 
L/R top row:  Miss Scott, ??, ??, ??, ??,??, Sheila Magew, Barbara Flamank and Ida 
Swan. 
Second row L/R ??, Jean Wareham, Miss Huddleston, Miss Mottram  
I would love to hear from anyone who may remember other names in the pictures. 
 

During my time in this company there was a big Guide rally which was held in  
Trentham Gardens and the salute was taken by the Princess Royal (Princess Mary) 
who was then the Chief Guide. 
 

You can see in the photographs the changes in the uniforms from the thirties to the  
forties.  There was also a Brownie pack in the village but I cannot recall any of the  
details. 
Your article and these old photographs have brought back so many happy memories 
from my teen years. 
 

Yours sincerely   
Marjorie Heath (nee Flamank) wife of the late Reg Heath Audley Newsagent.  

L/R Barbara Flamank 
Mable Scott, Marjorie 
Flamank and seated Ida 
Swan. 

Dear Editor 
I was looking through some old photographs recently, when 
I came across the one seen on the right of the Ravens Lane 
youth club 1945/6, the picture was taken as we prepared to 
leave on an outing to Wales. 
Back row L/R: Vince Whalley, John Bromley,??, Ken Goodwin,  
Derek Daniels, Dennis Cornes, John Hodgkinson, ??, Tom 
Proctor, Lester Jackson, ??, ??, ??. 
Mid row: Marjorie Aldridge, Sheila Stubbs, Betty Austin, Hilda 
Lewis, Eva Darlington, Margaret Johnson, Thelma Webb, 
Marjorie Worthington, Mrs Riley, ??, Mavis Holland, Barbara 
Guest, Valda Dean, Cyril Eardley, ? Gerald Maddock. 
Front row: ??, ??, ??, ??, Pat Richardson, Ern Riley, Joy Madew, Roy Smith, Ron Madew, ??, ??.   I have very fond 
memories of my time as a girl living in Bignall End and wondered if any of your readers can put names to faces to 
the ones I don’t recall.  The badge on the right was a Youth Club badge and was one that Derek Daniels wore. 
 

                         Kind regards Betty Cope (Austin). Sussex. 



Readers Letters 
                                                                                   
                                                                                  Dear Editor 
                                                                                         I was delighted to read, in your last issue of the Audley Community 
                                                                          News, about the performance of Robin Hood and his Merry Men at the Audley  
                                                                          Theatre.  I would have loved to have been there to see it, especially, when I  
                                                                          read that Reg Johnson was in it, playing Dame Dandelion.  
                                                                          I will always have fond memories of Reg from my school days fifty years ago, 
                                                                          when he was our geography teacher, at the Halmer End school.  
                                                                          Also as a treat he used to give us a rendition of a poem by Marriott Edgar 
                                                                          called Albert and the Lion.  He had us all in fits of laughter, sometimes I catch   
                                                                          up with old school friends and we walk down memory lane, everyone  
                                                                           remembers Reg with this poem.  We still end up in fits of laughter.  He was 
brilliant at reciting it and I recently came across it and would like to share it again to re-awaken the memories for others and 
maybe a few who have never heard it.  
 

Albert and the Lion. 

There’s a famous seaside called Blackpool 
That’s noted for fresh air and fun, 
And Mr and Mrs Ramsbottom 
Went there with Albert, their son. 
 

A grand little lad was young Albert, 
All dressed in his best; quite a swell 
With a stick with an ‘orse’s ‘ead ‘andle, 
The finest that Woolworths could sell. 
 

They didn’t think much of the Ocean; 
The waves, they were fiddling’ and small, 
There was no wrecks and nobody drowned, 
Fact, nothing to laugh at all. 
 

So, seeking for further amusement, 
They paid and went into the Zoo, 
Where they’d Lions and Tigers and Camels, 
And old ale and sandwiches too. 
 

There were one great big Lion called Wallace 
His nose were all covered in scars- 
He\lay in a somnolent posture, 
With the side of his face on the bars. 
 

Now Albert had heard about Lions, 
How they were ferocious and wild- 
To see Wallace lying so peaceful, 
Well, it didn’t seem right to the child. 
 

So straightway the brave little feller, 
Not showing a morsel of fear, 
Took his stick with its, orse’s ead ‘andle 
And pushed it in Wallace’s ear. 
 

You could see that the Lion didn’t like it, 
for giving a kind of a roll, 
He pulled Albert inside the cage with him, 
And swallowed the little lad ‘ole. 
 

Then Pa, who had seen the occurrence, 
And didn’t know what to do next, 
Said ‘Mother! Yon Lion’s ‘et Albert. 
And mother said ‘Well, I am vexed!’ 
 

Then Mr and Mrs Ramsbottom- 
Quite rightly, when all’s said and done 
Complained to the Animal keeper, 
That the Lion had eaten their son. 
 

The keeper was quite nice about it; 
He said ‘What a nasty mishap, 
Are you sure that it’s your boy he’s eaten? 
Pa said “Am I sure? There’s his cap. 
 

The manager had to be sent for. 
He came and he said ‘What’s to do? 
Pa said ‘Yon Lion’s ‘et Albert, 
‘And ‘im in his Sunday clothes too’. 

Then Mother said ‘Right’s right young feller; 
I think it’s a shame and a sin, 
For a Lion to go and eat Albert, 
And after we’ve paid to come in. 
 

The manager wanted no trouble, 
He took out his purse right away, 
Saying ‘How much to settle the matter? 
And Pa said “What do you usually pay? 
 

But Mother had turned a bit awkward 
When she thought where her Albert had gone. 
She said ‘No! someone’s got to be summonsed 
So that was decided upon. 
 

Then off they went to the P’lice station, 
In front of the Magistrate chap; 
They told ‘im what happened to Albert, 
And proved it by showing his cap. 
 

The Magistrate gave his opinion 
That no one was really to blame 
And he said that he hoped the Ramsbottoms 
Would have further sons to their name. 
 

At that Mother got proper blazing, 
‘And thank you, sir, kindly said she. 
‘What waste all our lives raising children 
To feed ruddy Lions? Not me. 
Written by:  Marriott Edgar 

Audley Male Voice Choir Calendar 2009. 
 

12th September  St Cross Church Knutsford. 
 

25th September  Holy Trinity Church Newcastle 
 

18th October  Charity Concert Victoria Hall with 
Wyngates Band  

 

31st October  Ecceshall Church 
 

14th November Trinity Church Congleton. 
 

19th December Christmas Concert at St James 
Audley 

For more information 01782 720568 

Double Celebrations for Les and Bessie. 
 

Les & Bessie Foster of Meadowside Avenue Audley, have a 
double celebration to share.  First they were recently informed 
that they had won a Silver Gilt Award in this year Britain In 
Bloom best kept lawn 2009, this award will be presented to 
them on 3rd October at the New Vic Theatre.  Their second  
celebration will come in September this year when they  
celebrate their 40th Ruby wedding anniversary. 
We at the Audley Community News wish  to congratulate Les 
and Bessie on their wedding anniversary and applauded all 
the voluntary work they do in the parish, which has included 
18 year of fostering, having had 16 children in their care.  



Poetry & Rhyme from our Parish readers. 

My Four - Footed Friend 
 

Who’s that calling outside my door? 
Who’s just walked over my clean floor? 
Who’s undone all I did before? 
My four-footed  friend. 
 

Who chewed the paper that we haven’t read? 
Who found the feathers in the feathered bed? 
Who dropped the ball to chase the cat instead? 
My four- footed friend? 
 

Now there’s a smile all the while, 
Not a chance of being blue, 
Those four faithful paws for you, 
So innocent and so true, 
Now everyday, there’s endless play, 
With those eyes just shining bright, 
A companion of sheer delight, 
Who will guard through the night. 
 

Who pretends never to hear our call? 
Whose coat has brushed against the painted wall? 
And who broke the vase that was in the hall? 
My four- footed friend. 
 

Who rocks the china in the cabinet? 
Cup of coffee over the carpet!  Who upset? 
And who never wants to go to see the vet? 
My four- footed friend? 
 

Who doesn’t understand the word -”NO”! 
Who’s so full up with get up and go? 
And who’s a bossy little so and so? 
My four- footed , only way to put it, 
My four- footed friend. 
 

Peter W. Hodgkins 

A GLUTTON FOR NOURISHMENT 
 

Unwanted at the table, here it comes again 
Its coat of many colours glistening in the rain 
It is stubbornly persistent, refusing far to fly 

Waiting on a lofty perch to cast a beady eye. 
 

In my heart it could find favour after all it has to eat 
And its mimicry of song birds, at times is hard to beat 

But its gluttonous behaviour is hard to tolerate 
Joined by many others, they together congregate. 

 

Anything and everything greedily they scoff 
I fight a losing battle trying to shoo them off 

In frantic feeding frenzies hurriedly they peck 
Beaks forever drilling, clearing up the deck. 

 

There’s not much left for other birds when they have had their fill 
That’s the way it’s always been I guess it always will 

I’m pleased when they have had enough and all have flown away 
To maybe roost amongst some reed beds in a magical display. 

 

This is something I’ve not seen except on the TV 
So today I sit in judgement on what it is I see 

I find I like the Starling best and my feelings become torn 
When it feeds on leather jackets emerging from our lawn. 

 

Derrick Bate 

NO EXPENSES SPARED 
 

Mistakes some deliberate, accounts in a mess 
Is the news in the papers they’ve tried to suppress 
Fiddling expenses, liars and cheats 
Are taking their places in Westminster seats 
Content in the knowledge they’ve broken no rules 
Whilst milking the system they’ve took us for fools. 
 

They’ve no moral compass no real sense of shame 
It isn’t their fault, someone else is to blame 
But of ill gotten gains seen as a perk 
Joe Public now knows and is going berserk 
It isn’t enough to pay money back 
The least they deserve is facing the sack. 
 

Honourable members!  Don’t make me laugh 
Is it time now to act sort the wheat from the chaff? 
And given the chance is it time to vote off? 
Anyone found with nose in the trough 
To be cast adrift in the choppiest seas 
Deaf ears tuned to their innocence pleas. 
 

Not guilty MPs with nothing to fear 
Held up to the light with reputations held dear 
Should support new demands the electorate implores 
With secrets denied in upholding the laws 
Serving the people whilst denying of themselves 
Consigning to history today’s dirt on the shelves. 
 

Derrick Bate  



Bereavements  Albert Haysted (Nutty) 
On the 15th of June 2009 after a short illness which he fought 
in vain with courage, Albert sadly passed away at his home in 
Alsagers Bank surrounded by his loving family . 
Albert aged 88years, leaves beloved wife Brenda and was a 
very special father to Carole, Christine and Kevin. 
Albert was a former Licensee of a number of local public 
houses and was also a well known pig farmer. 
Albert will be sadly missed by his family and friends, especially 
by his adored grandchildren.  All donations will be passed on to 
the Air Ambulance.  The funeral was held at the Sacred Heart 
RC Church Silverdale followed by interment at Silverdale 
Cemetery on the 26th June 2009. 
Please accept our condolences. 

Margaret Swan. 
 
Sadly on the 20th May 2009 at the City General  
Hospital, Margaret of Miles Green passed away aged 
68 years.  Margaret was the much loved wife of Clive, 
loving mother to Carl and Gary and devoted  
grandmother to Katie, Oliver, Natalie, Gregory and 
Lauren. 
The funeral was held at St James church Audley on the 
1st of June, followed by cremation at the Bradwell 
Crematorium.  Margaret will be sadly missed by all 
who knew her.  She was a lovely lady who always  
found time to speak and loved to make you smile. 
 

To Clive and his family please accept our condolences 
as our thoughts are with you at this sad time. 

Sheila Williams. 
Peacefully after a short illness Sheila Williams aged 86 
years, passed away at the CGH on the 16th June 2009. 
Sheila, of Alsagers Bank and formerly of Audley leaves  
loving son Robert, daughter-law Judith and adored grand  
daughter Joanne and great grand son Ben. 
Mrs Williams was a well-known figure from our parish as for 
many years she helped the local children on there way to 
school, being employed as a schools crossing lady.  Sheila 
always had a smile on her face when ever you met her  
during her work and was much loved by all the children she 
safely guided to school. 
Sheila will be so sadly missed by her family and her many 
friends throughout the parish. 
The funeral was held at the Butt Lane Baptist Church on the 
24th June 2009, followed by cremation at the Bradwell  
Crematorium.  All donations were sent to the Special   
Surgical Unity at the UHNS. 
Please accept our condolences for your sad loss.     

Charles William Austin 
Peacefully on the 29th June 2009, Charles aged 79 years, of 
Audley, passed away at the North Staffs Royal Infirmary.  
Charles was the dearly loved husband to Jean, cherished  
father to Sharon and beloved granddad to Stacy and Kieran.  
All donations were given to the A&E department of the NSRI. 
Charles was a wonderful man and will be sadly lost by all.  
To Jean and Sharon please accept our condolences.  (Mick) Henshall. 

Sadly on the 29th of July 2009 after a long battle with  
illness, Mick aged 60 years peacefully passed away at his 
home in Bignall End.  Mick, was the loving husband of 
Linda, beloved son of Doreen and the adored father to  
Darren, Dean and Amanda. 
He was born in Wales and came to live in Audley aged 11 
years and attended the local schools and represented the 
Halmer End school at football. 
Mick had various jobs but had worked at the Holditch  
Colliery for over 26 years. 
He loved to holiday abroad with his family and to relax at 
home watching sport on TV.  His Friday night out at the 
Duck for a pint or a meal at the Balti were very important to 
him. 
Mick, you will be sadly missed for so many reasons by all 
who loved you and by all your family and friends.        



Wood Lane School Celebrations. 
 
On Friday the 10th of July 2009, the pupils and teachers of 
Wood Lane school provided its visitors with a scene from 
100 years ago, as they celebrated the school’s centenary. 
After many months of planning, hard work and much  
preparation you would have thought you had awoken into 
another time zone.  The children were dressed in the 
costumes of the very early 1900s and the teachers also 
wore the normal dress of the day as can be seen in most 
of the pictures taken on the day. 

Mr Fred Evans a former pupil of the school can be seen on the left 
talking to Years 3&4 about what it was like to be a pupil at the 
school over 75 years ago.  Fred who lives in Wood Lane had 
brought a number of photographs of former pupils and was asked 
what life in Wood Lane was like during his school days.  Fred told 
the children of how strict the teachers were when he attended the 
school and how children were expected to behave and show  
respect towards their teachers.  Fred spoke to me afterwards and 
told a story which had happened during his time at the school,  

saying that the school had a bell which was rung at 5 minutes to 9 every morning and the children of the village had just 5 
minutes to get to the school.  He recalled that he and two friends decided they would climb up the bell tower and tie up the 
rope to stop the bell from ringing.  They waited for the caretaker of the time, a Miss Durber, to leave the school and thought 
she had left for the day, but unfortunately she returned and caught them in the act.  The look on Fred’s face told me what had 
happened, he said my hands are still stinging now from the punishment we received.  We never attempted to do it ever again.  

Nursery & Reception. 

Back row:  Mrs Davies  
Mrs Stanley Mrs Mellor  
Miss Moores 
 

Mid Row: Mrs Carter David  
Cha-Lee Caitlin Emily Kate 
 

Front row:  Aleya Olivia 
Chloe Lindford. 
Pupils and teachers playing  
games from the early 1900’s 
below. 

The photograph seen to the left shows 
Miss Ireland and her pupils of years 5&6 
during their lesson. 
 

The photograph below is of years 1&2 
With stern looking Mrs Timewell, after 
completing her alphabet and spelling test 
just like it was done in Edwardian times.  
Notice the straight backs and glum looks.  
They don’t look too pleased.  The school 
was getting ready for a traditional street 
party to be held in the school play- 

ground instead of their normal dinner room.  At least the sun was shining. 
There were past pupils who 
visited on the day, Betty 
(Statham) Eardley who started 
school there in 1924, Miss  
Barber was the Headmistress 
and Betty’s brother Barry who 
started in 1931, Mr Gardener 
was the Headmaster then. 
 

Barry recalled going to  
London in the mid thirties with 
Mr Gardener all for 7/6d.  All 
wonderful memories to share.  



 Celebrations continued on Saturday 11th July when the school held a Fete and opened its doors to the public. 
A number of stalls had been erected on the playing field and were joined by the First Responder vehicle and the local police 
vehicle.  It was a lovely sunny Saturday afternoon for the crowds who had come along to help them celebrate their  
centenary. 
 

Paul Sargent Audley & District First Responders with Guy              Local families enjoying the day at the coconut shy and  
Llewellyn under instruction on life saving.                                         plate smashing stall. 

 

 

 The Parish of Audley Medieval Society. 
P.A.M.S. 

The idea for a medieval fair in Audley has been thought of by 
individuals over a number of years, now finally some have 
grouped together to realise their dream. 
In February of 2009, a group of likeminded people met up with 
the idea of bringing together the whole of the Parish and to  

organise a 2 day Medieval Fair.  This is to be based around the reign of Edward 111 ~ (1312 to 
1377), who married in 1326 and his wife Philippa of Hainault, who died of the (Black Death) ~ 
(1311 ~ 1369) ~ and their 12 children. 
Edward 111 made St George the patron Saint of England in 1348 and celebrated this by  
instituting the chivalrous, ‘Order of the Garter’.  This honour was bestowed on those knights 
who showed valour and bravery at the battle of Crecy 1346.  Amongst these was Sir James 
Audley ~ Baron of Heighley, who fought in the battle formation commanded by the Earl of  
Northampton, Sir William Bohn and his cousin Sir James Audley, who served in the Black 
Prince’s battle fighting alongside him. 
There could be no more fitting venue than the Millennium Green, which contains the mott 
and bailey of the first fortification that the Audleys built, which also lies in the shadow of 
Audley Church ~ St James The Great.  
In Audley Church rests Thomas of Audley, and his memorial brass, this can still be seen on the 
southern side of the altar.  
Each year, the Fair will take place over the weekend nearest to St George’s day and will give 
a flavour of life during Medieval Audley.  
We are hoping to include in the event ~ living history stalls, archery, games, challenges, arena 
events, food and much more.  
We are aiming for our first event to take place on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th April  2010. 
Putting Audley firmly back on the map. 
If you would like to hold a stall over the weekend, come to any of our meetings, or help in any 
way please contact us. parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk  Telephone ~ Lynne - 
01782 ~ 722 ~ 080 or Sandra - mobile 07782 ~ 349 ~ 524.  
 

A public meeting will be held at, Audley and District Community Centre on Wednesday 23rd 
September 2009 at 7.00 pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 

mailto:parishofaudleymedievalsociety@hotmail.co.uk�


St James’ Church Tower 

The work currently being carried out on the tower of St James’ Parish Church is expected to be completed 
towards the end of this year.  How many of our older readers have realised that it will then be exactly 70 years 
since the last major work was carried out on the tower?  It was in fact on the eve of the Second World War that a 
grant of £400 was made by the Pilgrim Trust towards the restoration of the tower.  This involved taking down 
and rebuilding the parapet walls and pinnacles.  The work was underway as war broke out in September 1939.  It 
was carried out by Mr R Manser of Nuneaton and his assistant Leonard Allsopp, a stonemason from 
Leicestershire.  The work was completed during 1940 and on Sunday 21 July of that year a Thanksgiving Service 
for the restoration of the tower was held in the church. 

Rev. Lewis, vicar of Audley, on the scaffolding 
with Messrs Allsopp and Manser. 

The Rev. J L D Lewis at rear; Mr Manser in centre and 
Leonard Allsopp in front. 

Mr Manser at left with Leonard Allsopp on the tower roof, 
looking down on Audley Council Offices and depot.  
 

[Note Health and Safety Regulations in these photos in 
comparison to the present day way we have to do work!] 

Messrs Allsopp and Manser on the tower roof 
with Bignall End and Bignall Hill in view.  
See on the next page what work has been carried 
out on the roof during 2009 
                                                  Clive Millington 



 

St James Church 2009 after major repairs. 
 
 
 
The Tower Roof is complete and a new flag pole has 
been erected.  Any poor quality stone work has been  
either dressed or replaced not only on the roof but also 
on the walls and buttresses.  A significant amount of  
pointing has been carried out but not with cement but 
with Lime Mortar coloured to match the original.  
 
If anyone is interested to see what the tower roof looks 
like, it is proposed to hold a church open day on the 26th  
September when visits up the stone stairs to the roof 
will be available.  Be sure to bring your camera with 
you for the views up there are stunning. 

 
These pictures show the old Bell tower windows and 
Bell Ringing Room windows and show that only one         
of the 5 still has the stone mullions in place (the  
central stone pillar). 
 
The Church members have decided to recreate the 
original design for these windows by re introducing 
the mullions and archways. 
 

      

    North Side              Front      South Side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The problem has been to establish the design but by  
looking at other windows in the building and using 
the expertise of our architects, we have established 
an acceptable design according to English Heritage. 
By the time you read this, the new design should be 
there for all to see so there is no need for me to show 
it. 

The new Louvre which have been fitted to these windows are made of solid oak with glazed windows on the  
inside of the Ringing Room and anti bird mesh on the inside in the Bell Tower. 
This work has been funded by us creating a credit in the project costing by replacing the rain water drains  
ourselves.  At the same time we have re flaunched the clock faces (added a fillet of lime mortar round them),  
repainted them and finished the numerals in gold leaf.  We propose to include a small exhibition inside the 
church with some of the finds from the tower and the new organ will also be on demonstration so we hope to see 
as many people as possible on Saturday 26th September. 
 

For more information about the church’s problems noted above, please contact Trevor Carman 01782 721637 

Bates Wood Wildlife Halmer End.                              Some exciting news from our last meeting.   
      Our website is now up and running thanks to a lot of hard work by Sarah Mullock from Miles Green who offered to design 
it for us.   You will be able to find us on www.halmerendwildlifetrust.webs.com.   Sarah would appreciate any relevant articles 
and photographs for inclusion. 
We have also been successful in our application for a Grassroots Grant for new seating around Bateswood.   Many thanks to 
the Staffordshire Community Foundation for the grant.    Hopefully the new seats will be in place soon. 
 Our next meeting will be our AGM and will take place on Tuesday 8th September at 7p.m.  Venue Halmer End W.M.C.  All 
welcome. 
        Chairman  Mr. Ike Williams Tel:  721174                 Secretary   Mrs. Mary Turner  Tel: 721503. 

http://www.halmerendwildlifetrust.webs.com/�


Audley Theatre 
 

Forty Years On 
Of course a fortieth birthday could not 
have been allowed to pass without a 
celebration and so the show “40” was 
born.  It was  a variety show containing 
songs and sketches from past  
productions at the theatre. 
Luckily, because I am Audley born and 
bred and a huge fan of the theatre I was 
allowed to take part in the production.  I 
watched the show grow from concept to 
rehearsals to sold-out performances. 

The sketches in “40” were chosen  
because they were the ones that bring 
back the happiest memories for  
everybody in the cast.  All my favourite 
productions of the past were in the show (in a shortened form).  The adults performed a short section from “Stepping Out” by Richard 
Harris and an extract from a murder mystery farce.  The youth did a section from “Bugsy Malone” (I have been in that musical twice  
myself, so it is good to see others enjoying performing it as much as I do).  There is also the hilarious sketch that combines all the  
pantomimes that have been performed in Audley—that brought back many memories for people.  The show opens with adults dressed 
as children from the past (complete with Stoke accents!) but ends with songs from Hairspray and Grease which are both currently  
showing in the West End. 
Although I only played in the chorus it was so good to be back on this stage after a three year absence, I just wanted to be part of this 
huge production.  I was playing Stan Laurel and having to tap dance his awkward funny style.  It is strange how one has to work really 
hard to look clumsy and professional. 
Martin Thomas, the producer, cleverly decided to use two boxes as platforms for the actors, desks, beds, two boats and just generally to 
give the sense of lots of different objects, to enable many and fast sketches (I didn’t think it would work but it did…). 
Joel Quick, a fellow English and Media student of mine at Keele University, compiled video footage from past shows, photographs of the 
musicals we are singing and all sorts of visually impressive material and projected them onto the back of the stage. 
Some of the old members returned to be in the show and it is the largest cast ever with over a 100 performers.  Everyone became  
extremely passionate because, I suppose, we all felt so privileged to be able to participate in this celebration.  The show itself was held 
from Wednesday 13th May to Saturday 16th May 2009.  In fact it was a massive success with full houses every night and many  
favourable comments from the general public.  On the way out of the theatre many of the front of house staff were stopped and told how 
brilliant the show was by patrons.  Unfortunately, I made a mistake on the opening night and fell down the stairs between the stage and 
the auditorium (but I wasn’t hurt). 
The problem with live theatre is that it is susceptible to spur of the moment problems! 
One of the founder members of the theatre, Pauline Johnson, said “It is great to have youth involved with shows like this because they 
become more confident people.  In that way, this theatre is a fundamental part of the local community.  We are geared up for the October 
play and the annual pantomime in January”.  Reg Johnson another founder member said, “We have done extremely well for 40 years of 
live entertainment.  We are very lucky to have a large number of members who work closely as a team.  The team never splits up and we 
work together in all the productions.  It is one of the closest theatre groups in the area.  We also have regular bookers and supporters. 
We are a unique company in that we have seen many changes to the building over the years.  We keep adding to it and making  

improvements as technology and 
money improves.  We don’t have as 
much money as the larger  
companies—but we do well off the 
council and supporters in the area”.  
I enjoyed being in the show, although 
it was hard work and I will miss all my 
friends now it is over. 
We are however already planning to 
get together ourselves and put on an 
evening of singing dancing and acting 
for our families. 
The theatre keeps on growing and 
growing. 
Here’s to the next 40 years! 
Robert Brown. 



 
 

               Quality Styling By 
              Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 5 days per week  
Mon Closed. Tue 9.30am - 5.00 pm  

Wed. 1pm - 5.00 pm / Thurs 1 pm - 6.00 pm 
Friday 9.30 am - 7.00 pm / Sat  9.30 am - 3.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 6.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 4.00 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 4.00 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

 
JOHN JACKSON  

YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 
Freezer Orders Welcomed 

Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham / Tongue /  Cheese /Pies / Bread / Cakes 
Oatcakes.                

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737 

St. Michael’s Church 
 

In June 1995 the old Wesleyan chapel on Wereton Road was brought by a group of converts to 
Holy Orthodoxy and on August 11th 2002 the chapel was consecrated as St. Michael’s by use 
for Orthodox Christians forever.  The Holy Orthodox Church was founded by our Saviour Christ 
Himself and the faith was spread throughout the world by the holy apostles.  This Christian faith 
came to the British Isles in the first century and is the same faith of the New Testament.  
Our services are unchanged since the early years of the Christian Church except that we  
worship in English.  Our churches are full of Icons, windows into Heaven.  We light candles and 
burn incense to honour God and his angels.  There are no musical instruments used in our  
worship only the human voice.  We go on pilgrimages to the shrines of the early Christian 

saints.  Our church is open to all who want to worship god in the true Christian way but the reception of communion is only for 
the Orthodox who have duly prepared themselves and made their confession.   
Sunday worship begins on a Saturday at 6pm with a short service of Vespers.  On Sunday we begin our worship with Matins 
at 10am, then Divine Liturgy at 11am followed by coffee at 1pm.  Although all our services are in English we are blessed with 
the presence of Orthodox Christians from Romania, Greece, Georgia, Russia and Lebanon.       Karren McAtominey                      



Food for Thought 
Pear & Blackberry Upside Down  

Pudding 
 

A quick and easy dessert to bake in the  
microwave. 

 

100g/4ozs golden syrup 
Grated rind of 1 lemon 
100g/4oz blackberries 
3 ripe pears, peeled, cored and quartered 
100g/ 4oz soft butter 
100g/4oz light brown sugar 
100g/4oz S.R. flour 
2 eggs 
3tblsp milk 
Cream or custard to serve 
 

Lightly grease a 1.4L/2½pt non metallic gratin dish 
or a 20cm/8in microwave cake dish. 
Spoon the golden syrup over the base of the dish 
and sprinkle over the lemon rind.  Scatter over the 
blackberries and the pears cut side up. 
Beat together all the cake ingredients for 2 to 3 
mins or until light and creamy.  Spoon the mixture 
over the fruit and level the top.  Microwave on 
High for 12mins or until the cake begins to come 
away from the side of the dish.  Stand for 5 mins, 
then loosen the edges and invert on to a plate.  
Serve warm with cream or custard. 

 

Devilish Red Cabbage 
 

1tblsp oil 
1 chopped onion 
450g/1lb shredded red cabbage 
225g/8oz cooking apples, peeled and diced 
2.5cm/1in of root ginger peeled and grated 
Pinch of ground cinnamon 
150ml/¼pt  vegetable stock 
Salt and pepper 
 

Heat the oil in a large pan and add the onion, cabbage 
and apple cook slowly for 5 mins.  Add the ginger,  
cinnamon and stock.  Bring to the boil, reduce the heat 
and simmer for 15-20 mins until most of the liquid has  
evaporated and vegetables are tender.   
Season to taste and serve.  

Apple, Date and Ginger Chutney 
 

1.5kg/3lb Bramley cooking apples 
2 garlic cloves very finely sliced 
250ml/8floz cider vinegar 
750g/1½lb granulated sugar 
250g/9oz stoned and chopped dates 
100g/4oz sultanas 
50g/2oz fresh ginger grated 
½tsp salt 
½tsp ground allspice 
Pinch of cayenne pepper 
 

Peel, core and thinly slice the apples.  Place in a large 
pan with the garlic and vinegar.  Cook gently until the 
apples have broken down into a thick puree.  Stir in the 
sugar, dates, sultanas, ginger, salt, pepper and spices.  
Cook for 20 to 25 mins, stirring occasionally. 
Spoon into hot, sterilised glass jars with clip tops.  To 
enjoy the chutney at its best, store in a cool, dark, dry 
place for about 2 to 3 weeks before eating.  This  
allows the flavours to mature.  Once a jar has been 
opened, store in the fridge and eat within 1 month. 

Queen of Puddings 
 

Butter for greasing 
75g/3oz fresh white breadcrumbs 
400ml/14fl oz milk 
25g/1oz butter 
2 teasp. grated lemon rind 
2 eggs (separate yolks & whites) 
75g/3oz caster sugar 
2 tbsp red jam 
 

Grease a 750ml/1¼ pint pie dish.  Pre heat the oven to 
160C/325F/ Gas mark 3.  Spread the breadcrumbs out 
on a baking sheet and put into the oven to dry off 
slightly for a couple of minutes.   
Warm the milk and butter with the lemon rind in a 
saucepan.  Meanwhile put the egg yolks in a bowl and 
stir in 25g/1oz of the sugar.  Pour on the warmed milk 
mixture, stirring thoroughly.  Add the breadcrumbs, 
mix well and pour into the prepared dish.  Leave to 
stand for 30mins. 
Bake the pudding for 40-50mins until lightly set,  
remove from the oven.  Lower the oven temperature 
to 120C/250F/Gas mark 1.   
Warm the jam in a small pan, and spread over the top 
of the pudding.  In a clean bowl whisk the egg whites 
until stiff, add half of the sugar and whisk again.  Fold 
in all but 1 tablsp. of the remaining sugar.  Spoon  
meringue round the edge of the jam, drawing up into 
peaks to resemble a crown.  Sprinkle with the rest of 
the sugar.  Return the pudding to the oven and bake 
for 40-45mins until the meringue is set.   

Appeal for Christmas Recipes 
 
Why not share your Christmas recipes with 
our readers?  We would welcome your new or old  
recipes for inclusion in our Christmas issue of the 
newsletter.   
Please send any information to The Editor, 23 
Wood Street, Bignall End, ST7 8QL 



The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

July sees the start of a new Rotary year and the Club would like to thank President Geoff Mackey for leading us through  
another busy and very enjoyable year. 
 

As always, it has been a busy time for us in our local schools.  We presented Young Achiever awards to youngsters in our 
primary schools and presented prizes to our Young Chef and Young Innovator winners. 
 

Emilee Ward and Megan Hopkins won the junior and senior Young Chef awards and Katie Anne Nash won the Young  
Innovator competition.  Congratulations to them all. 
 

At Chesterton Community College, we also presented Samantha Wright with our Citizenship Award.  Samantha chose the 
Donna Louise Trust as her charity to receive a cash donation.  Well done Samantha. 
 

On 4th July, we were pleased to support the Children of Audley Residents Association when Santa went to the Ashes!  A very 
enjoyable day and good to see the association so well supported. 
 

We also made a donation towards the purchase of commemorative mugs for Wood Lane Primary School, who have  
celebrated their 100th anniversary. 
 

In June, we held our Charter Night at The Broughton Arms.  We had a number of Rotary speakers and all had a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening.  ‘Thank-you’ Geoff for organising everything so well and special thanks to the children and staff from 
Chesterton Community College for providing musical entertainment at the start of the night. 
 

On the sports front, we are progressing well with Crown Green Bowls and look forward to the cricket. 
 

We are delighted to welcome a new member to the club – Peter Hunter. Sadly, one of our founder members – John Riley – 
has decided to leave the club.  However, John has been made an honorary member and we look forward to seeing him  
whenever he is able to join us. From all at the Club, John, thank you for everything you have done for us this past 46 years! 
 

Our next event will be a stall at this year’s Betley Show.  This is now becoming a welcome annual event for us.  We are also 
continuing to work with the Audley First Responders and are entering a team for the Rotary Dragon Boat Race. 
 

Neil Ginnis 
 

Rotary Contacts 
 

Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
Secretary:  David Royle (01270 750668 davidroyle@audley.net) 

WEIGH IN & WORK OUT - KEEP FIT 
Get the “ZEST FOR LIFE”!! 

 

Audley & District Community Centre will be host to brand new exciting Gentle Keep Fit sessions in September 2009. 
They start on Wednesday 9th September and will be ideal for anyone looking to LOSE WEIGHT & TONE UP. 
 

You can get weighed in at the beginning or end of your session, to keep you on track with your weight loss goals. 
 

No annual membership fees or direct debits-just easy “pay as you go” sessions-which are ideal during the “credit crunch”. 
 

Everyone knows to lose weight and keep it off, you MUST exercise regularly AND eat sensibly. 
Diets don’t work long-term. 

 

When you start your gentle aerobics and toning sessions, your body’s metabolism speed up, which in turn, will help you to 
burn fat and keep it off for longer.  Your body will still be burning calories up to 12 hours after exercising, even whilst resting! 
 

It is even more important to do gentle exercise after the age of 40 as the body’s metabolism naturally slows down and it is a 
lot harder to lose weight and keep it off, especially during the menopause and in retirement when you may not be so active as 
you once were.  Not only do the exercises help to keep you fit, but they also concentrate on toning, stretches and relaxation. 
 

Doing Gentle Aerobics really can give that “feel good factor”!  It not only helps to ease anxiety and depression, it boosts your 
energy levels, improves your flexibility & mobility, co-ordination and improves posture.  It also helps you to sleep better and 
helps you lead a fuller, fitter and healthier lifestyle for much longer.   
So….what are you waiting for?  Be quick, theses classes will be popular. 

So come and join in the fun….to put your name down and for more details call Lynne on 01270 663958. 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
mailto:davidroyle@audley.net�


MOSELEY RAILWAY TRUST 
 

Press Release:- Moseley Railway Trust confirms 
line-up for Open Days in September 2009 

 
The Moseley Railway Trust is pleased to announce 
that the 2009 Open Days at its Apedale site in North 
Staffordshire will be held on September 12 and 13 
2009. 
  

This year’s visiting steam loco will be the Orenstein 
& Koppel steam loco “Max”.  This loco will be making 
its first visit away from its home at the Statfold Barn 
Railway, and the Trust wishes to express its thanks 
to Mr Graham Lee and all the team at Statfold near 
Tamworth for making the locomotive available.  Built in Berlin in 1923, “Max” worked at the Sragi sugar 
mill in Indonesia until brought to the UK in 2004.  Since then the team at Statfold have restored the 
loco to its current immaculate condition. 
 

The Moseley Railway Trust is currently negotiating for a number of guest diesel locos to join the open 
day fun – who knows, there may be a few surprises on site.  
 

The Open Days will be the main opportunity this year for the public to come to Apedale and see the 
progress being made on the construction of the 2’0” gauge Apedale Valley Light Railway.  Although 
passenger rides will not be available, demonstration trains will be in use, and there will be a unique 
chance to see and photograph trains in areas which will be off-limits when the railway is open to 
 passengers.  The Trust’s huge collection of narrow gauge locomotives, rolling stock and other          
artefacts will be on display. 
 

There will be a number of trade stands, model railways, a ride-on miniature railway and a 16mm live 
steam running track.  There will also be visiting classic and vintage road vehicles and other machinery. 
 

The Open Days are open from 11.00 to 17.00 both days.  Admission is £4 adults, £1 child. A discount 
will be offered to anyone presenting a ticket from the Eastern European Car Rally at the Foxfield  
Railway on same the weekend – Foxfield will also offer a reciprocal discount.  The Trust’s site is  
adjacent to the Apedale Heritage Centre, Chesterton, near Newcastle Under Lyme, Staffs – a few  
minutes from M6 Jcn 16. Check www.mrt.org.uk for further details. 
 

The Moseley Railway Trust would be pleased to hear from potential exhibitors, especially vintage and 
veteran commercial vehicles.  The Trust can be contacted via its website at www.mrt.org.uk. 

Audley Football Team 1895-96 
R/up North Staffs Senior League. 

 

Back row: 
A Riley (Sec), A Dale, T Bickerton (Trainer) 
H Birchenhough, A Fox (Linesman), P Durber (Vice 
Capt), 
J Dale. 
 

Mid row: 
R Eardley (Treasurer), T Joynson, T Goodale. 
 

Front row: 
H Hazeldine, H Timmis, S Timmis (Capt), F Cooper, 
J Boughey. 
We realise the quality of the photograph is not too 
good but we are sure it may help with memories for 
families.  If you have any details contact the editor.      

http://www.mrt.org.uk/�


 

Sports Quiz 
 

1. Jayne Torvill & Christopher Dean gave up their 
jobs to skate full time, what were their jobs? 

 

2. Susan Brown made sporting history in April 
1980 by becoming the first female what? 

 

3. Charlotte Edwards led England’s women to 
World Cup Glory in which sport in March 
2009? 

 

4. In which sport are there defensive positions 
called Prime, Tierce and Octave? 

 

5. In golf, what does a stimpmeter measure? 
 

6. In cricket, what is the umpire’s signal for a no 
ball? 

 

7. Which footballer player was involved in               
Britain’s first million pound transfer? 

 

8. How many Grand Nationals did Desert Orchid 
win? 

 

9. Which football team play at Tannadice Park? 
 

10. Whom did Steve Davis defeat to win his first 
World Snooker title in 1981? 

 

11. In tennis, what name is given to the Women’s 
World Cup? 

 

12. Which England Cricket captain was also capped 
for England at Rugby? 

 

To find the answers to the quiz 
Please turn to page 27 

William Edge correction from issue 24. 
In our last issue in the article about the local walker 
we showed a photograph and we incorrectly said it 
was of Richard Edge, it was in fact William Edge who 
won the medal.  Please accept our apologises. 

Walking In Staffordshire. 
 
More than 80 Staffordshire walks to download and print 
FREE! 
There’s no doubt about it, walking is good for you. It’s good 
for your heart, it’s good for your lungs, it’s good for the  
muscle and bone growth of your children and it’s good for 
your feeling of wellbeing!  Strong scientific evidence now  
supports the many benefits to health of regular walking – it is 
recommended that we take at least 10,000 steps a day. 
Studies show that walking can: 
• Reduce the risk of coronary heart disease and stroke 
• Lower blood pressure 
• Reduce high cholesterol 
• Reduce body fat 
• Enhance mental well being 
Walking offers a great way to help kids get the active habit.  If 
parents express excitement about the prospect of a walk in 
the countryside, they are more likely to transmit this feeling to 
their children.  It’s important to treat the walk as an  
exploration or adventure and to go at the child’s pace, no  
matter how often they want to stop and look at things; take 
treats to eat and plenty to drink; and head for some landmark 
that will appeal to them such as a castle, a playground, an ice 
cream van or a boating pond.  If children experience walking 
as part of a fun activity they are more likely to want to go 
again.  So, how do you find out what is on offer? John Harris, 
a keen walker, got fed up with the lack of information on walks 
that were going on in the County.  So, he decided that if he  
couldn’t find what he was looking for – he had better create it! 
So www.walkinginstaffs.co.uk came into being.  
www.walkinginstaffs.co.uk gives you all the information you 
need for the best walking in the County.  
Details of more than 80 walks to download and print free,  
details of all the Staffordshire walking groups, maps and walk 
books – plus loads more information.  
So check out the website and get walking! 
If you have no access to the internet why not call in at your 
local library, where you can find most of the details or indeed 
use their computers to see the details. 
 

John Harris. 

Audley Parish Bowmen 
 

On Sunday 17th May 2009, Audley Parish Bowmen staged their second open shoot which this 
time was held exclusively on Leddy’s Field. 
103 Archers came from as near as Halmer End and as far as Scunthorpe to take part and brave the 
horrendous weather which was constant and relentless.  Due to the weather we have no pictures of the day’s 
events but despite everything, a great day was had by all. 
Audley Parish Bowmen would like to thank everyone who gave their time and effort and Audley Parish 
Council for the use of the land.  A donation of £100 was given to Leddy’s Field. 
If you are interested in participating in the sport of archery, we meet in Leddy’s Field (Hall St. entrance) from 
10.30am on Saturdays.  All equipment is provided and costs £4.00 for the day. 
 

For further information please contact Rob Moody on 01782 721731. 

Winner of our Trivia Quiz from Issue 24   
Mrs B Jones Silverdale Congratulations.   

http://www.walkinginstaffs.co.uk/�
http://www.walkinginstaffs.co.uk/�


 

Trivia Quiz 
1. According to legend, which patron saint drove 

out all the snakes from the country he is patron 
saint of? 

 

2. Which famous person in history had a horse 
called Marengo? 

 

3. Who famously said “A week in politics is a long 
 time”? 
 

4. The city of  Glasgow stands on which river? 
 

5. In the series of children’s Noddy books, what is 
 the name of the policeman? 
 

6. Steinway and Bosendorfer are all famous for 
 making which musical instruments? 
 

7. What does BAFTA stand for? 
 

8. Which Australian state is Melbourne the capital 
of? 

 

9. What type of pens did the company Pentel  
 invent? 
 

10. Which tree produces “keys”? 
 

11. How many railway stations are there on a  
 Monopoly board? 
 

12. In astronomy what is the correct name for  
 falling stars? 
 

To find the answers to the quiz 
Please turn to page 27.  

News update from the Audley Theatre  
 

After our Celebratory 40s show marking the 40th anniversary of the opening of Audley Theatre, we now look forward to our 
2009/10 season of entertainment. 
We continue in a celebratory mood with our opening play - a North Country comedy called “ALL IN GOOD TIME”  written by 
Bill Naughton.  This was the opening production 40years ago and at the time it was a new play and for us it was rather 
“avant-garde.”  It’s now a period piece of its time-the 1960s. 
It is a warm hearted family play dealing with family issues-the story of a newly married couple having to live with parents/in-
laws, facing the resulting tensions and relationships and how the problems are solved.  A play with well-defined characters 
and rich humour. 
 

DON’T MISS IT! — BOOK THE DATES 
             Wednesday October 14th 2009 to Saturday October 17th 2009 “ALL IN GOOD TIME” 

                       ************************** 
Our second production is our PANTO — “ALADDIN” 

                     Wednesday January 27th 2010 to Saturday January 30th 2010 
                     Wednesday February 3rd 2010 to Saturday February 6th 2010  

 

                         Contact numbers for both these shows are 01782 720708  or  01782 721588 
                                     ***************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 

More Calendar dates:  SAT Sept 26th Annual Theatre ‘MINI MARKET’ Bargains for everyone 10am-12noon.   
FRI/SAT Nov 27th/28th — “DEFY GRAVITY”  Dance show: for details contact Laura 07950482606 

SAT DEC 5th — “TRENT RIVER BAND”  another sparkling night of band music:  for details contact 01270 877598  

Your First responders need you! 
 
Audley & District Community First  
Responders continue to receive calls for 
their services from the West Midlands 
Ambulance Service, which unfortunately 
means our area is having quite a  
number of people being taken ill or having accidents  
throughout our parish.  This trend is now putting our small  
voluntary group under continued pressure to provided first 
response medical assistance to the needy where it’s needed. 
Therefore it is my main aim at the present time, to try to gain 
more first responder volunteers from our area. 
Do you see yourself as a first responder?   
Here is your opportunity to help local people in your area in 
their time of need.  It is a most satisfying position to be in and 
the skills you learn from the training are invaluable in everyday 
life.  I have called up on my skills a number of times within my 
security business. 
The group is solely self funded and relies on fundraising 
events to raise funds to keep the scheme running.  We are all 
unpaid and the time responding is in our free time.  If you feel 
you would like to help and become a responder or can offer 
help fundraising for us, please feel free to contact me. 
We are delighted to announce that we have been offered 
£5,000 for the replacement of a much needed new response 
car from Audley Rotary Club and I will bring you more details 
on the progress as it happens. 
To your Health & Happiness 
Paul Sargent 
Audley First Responders 
Tel. 01782 723393  M. 07962265868 





                        The Millennium Green 
 
Have you entered the Millennium Green from Old  Road lately? 
If so, you will have noticed the new steps – a welcome improvement.  Also if you walk along the bottom path, you 
will keep your feet dry now on the boardwalk. 

             
Thanks must go to the Borough Council’s Community Chest (via the Parish Council) 
and Green Grant for the funding and to Pete Wells and The Newcastle Countryside 
Project. 
A number of people from St. James’ Church enjoyed a 
picnic & games on the Activities field a few weeks ago 
and raised money for charity. 
The Committee were happy to give PAMS. permission 
to hold their event on The Green next April.  
  
The working parties meet on the Audley Community 
Centre car park at 10 a.m. 
Please join us then if you feel like helping with  
litter-picking, weeding, chopping etc.  

Saturday 12th September 
Sunday   11th October 
Saturday 14th November 
Sunday   13th December 

To get more information about the Millennium Green 
Please contact us at: 01782 723877 

Or email us at: millennium@audley.net. 

Audley Rural Parish Council AGM 
 

At a meeting held on the 21st May 2009, at the Wood Lane Community Centre, a discussion was held with parish PC Rob 
Dolman with regards to problems encountered during the recent visit to Audley by the Midland Amusement Fair.  PC Dolman 
said that problems in the village of Audley were caused by visiting youngsters during the Fair’s visit. 
Fair owner Mr Paul Warwick whose Midland Amusements have being visiting our parish for over 80 years said that during his 
stay he had not encountered any trouble at the Fair, but due to the problems he had in fact lost money.   
Mr Proctor moved that the Audley Rural Parish Council should say ‘no’ to any future visits by the Fair as their presence was 
the attraction to the ‘yobbos’.  This motion was carried. 

CARA 6th FUN DAY CELEBRATIONS. 
 

The Children of Audley Residents Association once again provided our  
village with its annual FUN DAY  held on Saturday the 4th of July at their  
Wereton Road proposed new recreation field.  The event started with a  
paraded through the parish on their six floats, decorated by Miss Audley & 
Miss Princess, Audley Football Club, Pirates of the CARA bean, Audley 
Rotary Club, Vibe Dance Academy and Audley Medieval Society.  The day 
was blessed with sunshine and the event was also well supported by the 
local people.  CARA, are a local voluntary group which includes many  
parents from the village.  Their intentions are to self provide the much 
needed funds to establish a new play and recreation area on the fields behind Queen Street Audley. 

Stage one of the refurbishment on the field, which took 12 months to finish has now 
been completed and a start on stage two is now in progress.  Our Newsletter has now 
been informed that over £2000 will be raised at the event when all donations are  
finally collected.  During the day there were a number of activities for the children and 
adults to participate in, with stalls, tombola and bric a brac all available.  The Aspire 
Housing Group, who provide affordable housing, donated the use of their vehicles to 
transport the children around the parish and continue to support CARA in their efforts 
to provide the local people with this much needed new amenity.  CARA wish to thank 
all the volunteers who helped to organise the day especially the ladies who provided 
the refreshments, as once again we had a successful day.   



Ravensmead Primary School  
Nurture Group Provision at Ravensmead 

 
In September of this current academic year 2008-2009 Ravensmead Primary school set up and established a  
Nurture Group provision.  The main reason behind this thinking was the need for developing the personal, social and 
emotional side of a target group of children.  Issues had been raised in respect to the personal, social and emotional de-
velopment of the children, which led the school to research the ethos behind a Nurture group.  It was from this research and visits to 
other schools that finalised the decision that Ravensmead was in need of a Nurture  group.  Once this had been decided, the staff were 
able to develop a room as their base for the Nurture group and specific children were chosen, whom it was felt would  
benefit from this extra provision.  The Nurture room or “Spencer’s club” as it is known by the children has been able to be developed 
through the input of  funds from Governors, the community Learning partner group, who now use this as a base for some of their  
parental courses, as well as kind donations from the community and “The children of Audley” organisation. 
 

Children now are able to access the Nurture provision at least once a week within their specific group and each of the groups have been 
named by the children; the rainbow group, the sunshine group and the moonbeam group.  It is through this access that the children learn 
and develop their skills encompassing many different areas of their curriculum.  It is through the Nurture provision that specific issues 
can be addressed in more detail and with more sensitivity, enabling the children to deal with situations and emotions more effectively.  
During their time in the Nurture group the children share their thoughts and feelings, whilst doing a range of activities some being  
creative.  The children then enjoy a social aspect of the group where they will share a meal, establishing manners and social interaction 
as well as giving them the responsibility of washing up and clearing away the dishes. 
 

Even though the Nurture provision has only been running for one academic year, it has been a great success, giving children that extra 
support and an extra sense of security.  The children know that if they do have an issue they can go to the Nurture room to discuss any 
problems or worries.  The success of the group has been recognised by the local authority, who inspected the provision during February 
of this year.  Claire Eccleshall, an associate officer of the Local authority, said “this is an excellent group– hard to believe they are so 
new, as they seemed so “au fait” with the nurture practice”.  Having this recognition so early on has been a great encouragement to the 
school.  Moreover, it is down to the dedication, love and care of the staff who run the Nurture group. So on behalf of the children we 
thank you Mrs. Dutton, Mrs Longstaff and Mrs. Titley for your care, love and support.  



 

      Tree Surgery Service 
 

         (N.P.T.C. Qualified) 
 

          Pruning / Felling (Large or Small trees)  
 

       Conifer hedges topped / Hedge cutting specialist. 
 

                      General Garden Maintenance  
 

For FREE quotations call: (James Speed ) 
 

Mobile: 07747 030858  or 01630 647619 

 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES  

 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
DYLIS CORNES  

Tel. (01782) 720289 
 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

************************************ 
 

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
************************************ 

 

AUDLEY PARISH COUNCIL VICE CHAIR 
BERT PROCTOR 
Tel. 07900166169 

************************************ 
Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

Widest range of  greetings cards  
in the area 

 

See our new range of Ladies & Gents 
Watches. 

 

+ Home delivery News Papers 
Extended range of magazines  
Confectionery  /  Dry Cleaning  

 Stationery  /  Lottery 
 

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 
Tel: 01782 720323 

Please support your local independent shops. 

Staffs Security Solutions 
CCTV at St James the Great 
Times are changing in the world today and it is necessary to look 
to security on even our most sacred of places, our local church. 
St James the Great of Audley has now had a new Close Circuit 
TV recording device installed, which has a main role to play in 
protecting the church from theft, as previously happened to the 
church roof with thousands of pounds worth of theft.  It was great 
to be asked by the church to fit such a system and being able to 
help with a small donation towards the cost.  I found out also by 
using my time fitting it with a family member that I don't like 
heights. 
Keeping Crime Away  
Our area has also seen many other types of crime including theft 
of navigation systems from vehicles.  We all need to take just 
little steps to stop crime happening to us and it does not have to 
cost us a fortune. 
There are many resources out there that can offer  free advice 
and help in protecting us from crime.  Our local community police 
are also there to help and can be seen regularly around the 
area. 
I aim to bring future articles to the news letter with help and  
advice on home security.  For more information contact: 

Paul Sargent www.staffssecuritysolutions.co.uk 
Mobile 07962 265 868 

CARA receive donation. 
 

The Children of Audley Residents Association wish to thank 
Audley Theatre for their recent donation to help towards the cost 
of phase two of the recreation area in Wereton Audley.   

http://www.staffssecuritysolutions.co.uk�


Where you can find the Newsletter 
 

 
AUDLEY CO-OP PHARMACY CHURCH STREET 

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
AUDLEY LIBRARY  

AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS OCCASIONS 

AUDLEY DENTAL SURGERY 
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 

BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEYS, CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

F BOONS CLOTHES STORE CHURCH STREET  
  

Answers to the Sports Quiz 
 

1.  Insurance Clerk & Policeman 
 

2.  Cox in the Boat Race 
 

3.  Cricket 
 

4.  Fencing 
 

5. The pace of the green 
 

6. Right arm raised in a horizontal 
    position 
 

7.  Trevor Francis 
 

8.  One 
 

9.  Dundee United 
 

10. Doug Mountjoy 
 

11. Fed Cup 
 

12. M.J.K. Smith 

Answers to the Trivia Quiz 
 

1.  St. Patrick 
 

2.  Napoleon 
 

3.  Harold Wilson 
 

4.  The Clyde 
 

5.  Mr. Plod 
 

6.  Pianos 
 

7.  British Academy of Film and      
    Television Arts  
 

8.  Victoria 
 

9.  Felt tip pens 
 

10. Ash 
 

11. 4 
 

12. Meteors                  

For Sale or Wanted? 
Once again we wish to invite your opinion as to whether or 
not we should include a (For Sale or Wanted) section in 
our future issues of our magazine. 
 

If you have items for Sale or require items to Buy, please 
send a post card to the Editor 23 Wood Street Bignall End 
Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL. 
We will have a trial run in our next issue which will be  
published around the 25th November and this will be a 
FREE trial run. If we find it successful, we will have a  
small charge for inclusion in any future issue.  We  
welcome your thoughts. 

Local groups receive PCT awards. 
 

Audley Parish Bowling Club and the Audley Theatre Group 
were two of the local voluntary groups who were successful  in  
receiving part of the funding allocated to our parish, through 
the recent Prime Foundation awards. 
Audley Parish Bowling Club received the sum of £470 to  
supply a water sprinkler for maintenance at the bowling green. 
Audley Theatre received £250 towards the cost of replacement 
stage shoes. 
Both groups wish to express their gratitude to the Prime  
Foundation for its generosity.  



COMMUNITY CHEST GRANTS 
 
 

The Community Chest Scheme is running again this 
year throughout the Audley Parish, with grants of up 
to £1000 donated to worthwhile organisations in the 
Parish. 
 

If your group needs funds please telephone 01782 
722168 or email - audleypc@hotmail.co.uk for an  
application form. 

Audley Brass forthcoming events: 
 
Saturday 19th September  Endon Proms  Evening concert. 
 

Sunday 27th September  Leek Bandstand  2pm to 5pm. 
 

Saturday 24th October  Stoke Beer Festival  Afternoon concert. 
 

Saturday 14th November  Audley Methodist Church 
                                     Christmas Market  11.15am to 1.30pm. 
 

For more details go to: www.audleybrass.co.uk 

AUDLEY & DISTRICT WI 
 
I can definitely recommend a visit to Sudleigh Castle near  
Cheltenham after really enjoying our Group Outing there.  The 
gardens are amazing and there is an opportunity to visit the 
apartments in the castle where three families still live.  Catherine 
Parr lived there after Henry VIII died and she is buried there in St 
Mary’s church.  There is an exhibition which concentrates on 
Henry VIII’s reign which is very interesting.  Last but not least 
there is a Summer Fruit Torte you can enjoy in the coffee shop 
with a very nice cuppa. 
On the 21st June our President Mrs Glenis Simpson and I went to 
Lichfield Cathedral to celebrate Staffordshire WI 90th anniversary. 
All the WI presidents in Staffordshire paraded into the cathedral; 
it was amazing how many institutes there are and to sing 
‘Jerusalem’ with the cathedral choir, well, words can’t describe 
how beautiful and inspiring it was.  A really lovely day. 
We enjoyed a nice birthday party, good food, good company and 
beautiful singing from the choir; what more could you ask for? 
We have a few new members but sadly a few of our older  
members are a little under par, but hopefully they will be better 
soon.  We are looking forward to hearing Jean Williams talk 
about ‘Little Moreton Hall’ in July, then in August we have Colin 
Bell – ‘My Fair Lady’ – I don’t quite know what it entails.  We 
have a brilliant speaker in September, one who I have heard  
before.  It’s Emelda Delves – ‘Pubs to Places’.  So if you want to 
visit us you would be most welcome on the last Thursday of the 
month, 7.15pm at the Church Hall. 

Proposed new Audley Cemetery  
 

As we are all aware our parish is desperately in need of a new burial cemetery, as St James Church yard is now full to  
capacity and only a few spaces are left in the cemetery at the Methodist Church Yard in Bignall End. 
Discussions have been taking place for a number of year as to where it would be possible to find the required land for a new 
cemetery.  Many options have been looked at and the preferred option is the land adjacent to the Audley Cricket Club as you 
enter the village from the direction of Crewe on Nantwich Road.  The field  can be seen to your left between the Audley 
Cricket Club and the start of the houses in Nantwich Road. 
The proposed land is owned by Staffordshire County Council and there has recently been movement on acquiring the land, 
as the Borough Council has made a strong representation to the County and they seemed prepared to co-operate.   
Discussions are now taking place at a much more in depth level than ever before.  We can now report that companies have 
now been employed to help negotiate the necessary details.  The Borough have also sent officers to speak to the people 
most affected who live in the houses which stand around the proposed site and have had a meeting with them and a further 
meeting is proposed.  The residents who attended the meeting aired their views and most of the concerns were addressed.  
Concern was shown over access, car parking, screening and how it would be managed.  Hopefully more details will be  
available in our next magazine but it is felt these are positive moves for a new cemetery for our parish.  



Audley New Health Centre 
Church Street Audley 

New Opening Times 
 

Monday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Tuesday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

 Wednesday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm                   

  Thursday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

  Friday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Youth Club Audley Methodist Church 
Kids from 7 to 11years  

Wednesday Night 6pm -7.15pm.  Admission 50p Includes a drink. 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 

Every Wednesday Table Top Sale 
And Coffee Morning. 

 

Audley & District Community Centre 
                   New Road Audley SoT. 

 

9.00 am until 12 noon. 

Audley Library 
Hall Street Audley 

Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 
 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

 

Please 
Give 
Us 

Your 
Details 

For 
Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

 
Halmer End Methodist Church  
Forthcoming events. 
 

Wednesday 9th September 2009  
Chip‘n’Hymn Service at 6.15pm.  Enjoy singing your  
favourite hymns followed by chip butties. 
 

Sunday 13th September 2009 
The Annual Harvest Thanksgiving Service at 3.00pm will  
be held by Rev. Roger Baker of Market Drayton (formerly of 
Audley). 
 

Sunday 11th October 2009: 
The preacher for the Church Anniversary Service which   
takes place at 3.00pm will be Dr. Kevin Watson from the 
Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum of Primitive Methodism. 
 

A warm invitation is given to attend any of these services and 
to join us at our weekly service each Sunday at 10.00am. 

Audley Millennium Green Trust 
presents 

 

2 new films by Alan Scott 
 

    Newcastle-under-Lyme 
  Alsager & Barthomley 

Then and now stories of the developing 
Communities. 

The Pensioner’s Hall  Audley 
Friday 23rd October  7.00 p.m. 
Admission + refreshments  £2 

 

ALL WELCOME 



Leddys Field-three months on.  
 

When we saw the arrival of the bulldozers in February 2009, who knew 
how long it would be before the flora and fauna would recover in  
Leddys Field?  Concern was a priority for all the disruption there would 
be to the animals and birds that had already established themselves 
on the nature reserve.  But as can be seen by the photographs which 
were taken in July 2009, it shows just how resilient nature can be. 
Back in March we saw the first family of Mallard Ducklings arrive, 
followed by more families, two of 10 and one of 8. 
We then saw the return of two families of Moor-hens, 6 tiny black 
chicks in each family.  When visiting children tried to feed them the 
mother hen would venture off the island very cautiously to inspect the 
food.  If her babies followed her into danger she would turn and chase them back to safety fairly sharply, just like a mum 
when her kids go out on the road and play. 
 

The insects also seem to be happy with their improved environment and we have seen that the Dragonflies have now  
returned.  The reservation Ranger has reported 5 different species of butterflies that have been seen in the reserve. 
 

You can now see the Sticklebacks darting around in the brook, which is now 
visible with the increased flow of water due to the cleaning of the pond and 
brook. 
The grass has been mown making attractive path ways through the meadow 
leaving the long grass, thistles and flowers for the insects and the small  
animals. 
We wish to invite the people of the parish to come along to enjoy the fruits of our 
labour and stroll through this idyllic reservation. 
 

If you would like to become involved as a volunteer to help maintain and  
preserve the reservation please contact Val at 01782  722959. 

St James Church Mothers Union 
 

We wish to invite you to join us at our meetings on the 3rd Thursday of every month at St James Church Hall at 7.15pm. 
 

Our speakers for the next two months are: 
Thursday 17th September  Tony Holmes 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
******************************** 

Thursday 15th October  Steve Williams 
Who will be giving a talk about the work he does as a Paediatrician at our local hospital. 

****************************** 

For more details regarding the events please contact Wendy on : 01782 720381. 
***************************** 

As an outreach venture to the village we will be opening the church hall every Thursday from the 10th September 1.30pm 
to3.30pm.  Refreshments will be available.  There will be a special welcome for mums and babies as this coincides with their 
weekly anti- natal clinic sessions at the Health Centre.  For more details contact Annette Dodd.  



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

              High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

 The Swan Inn 
    Bignall End 

 
      4th ANNUAL BEER 

FESTIVAL     
 

    Bank Holiday Weekend 
    27th-31st August 

 

At least 20 Beers available on tap 
Plus Real Ciders & Perrys 

 
All Guaranteed Cellar Cool! 
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MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

  TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO MOST 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

For all your repairs or to 
make an Mot appointment 

call: Craig. 01782 720333  

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley SoT 

Logs for 
Sale 

 

Let us supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a  large 
 

selection of  
 

‘Fancy Goods’ 

 

“For All Occasions” 
Florist Card & Gift Shop 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion 

We Specialise in all  
Funeral flowers with 100% 

Care & Attention 
 

Order your Flowers & Bouquets  

Chocolates, Gifts & Toys 
Widest Choices of Greeting Cards Around 

 

80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 
 

Tele: 01782 720060  Free local delivery 

Coal for 
Sale 

Autumn Bedding Plants available 


