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Wood Lane School 
1909 - 2009 

Built in 1909, Wood Lane School is to celebrate its 100th birthday in 
June this year.  Celebrations are now being organised by the staff and 
children of the school, with an open day being planned.  See page 12 
and 13 which shows some of the early history of the school. 



 

The Swan Inn 
Chapel Street Bignall End Sot 

Staffs. 
 

4th Annual 
 Beer Festival 

 
      Bank Holiday Weekend 

     27th-31st August 
 

At least 20 Beers on at all times 
 

Plus Real Ciders and Perrys 
 

All Guaranteed Cellar Cool! 
 

Sarah & Carl our your hosts. 
 

European & County Council Elections 
 

Thursday 4th June 2009 
 

Remember every VOTE counts. 
 

Don’t moan if you don’t VOTE. 
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Editor. 
 

            Welcome to issue 24 of our Audley Community News, your local Parish magazine. 
Thank goodness the sun has started to shine and the lawn mowers can be heard coming from the 
gardens.  We all feel so much better when we can feel the sun on our backs and see that nature 
has sprung into life with all the floral displays in our gardens.  We don’t know how lucky we are 
to be living in such a beautiful parish like Audley.  We don't even need a car to get us to a  
country walk, a stile and green fields. 
 

I was shocked to see the shutters going around St James Church and wondered what was happening.  As I started 
to take photographs I bumped into the Rev Peter Davies who assured me it was general repairs and you will find 
a report inside this news letter confirming what’s going on.  Reverend Davies assures me that all church function 
will continue as normal throughout the roof repairs and the entrance at the Health Centre side of the church is 
now the main access to St James’s.  The pathway and banked sides of the path at this access point have had work 
done to improve the access to the church and make it a picturesque area of the church for wedding photographs.  
 

Peak Pursuits have started to do major internal repairs on the Old Boughey Hall, with the repairs to the roof soon 
to be started and they hope that the building will be up and running sometime in September.  The building is  
being converted into an  indoor climbing area. 
 

We see at last the No Entry signs have been erected to Deans Hollow, at the Church Street end of the road. 
Therefore the only entrance to Deans Hollow is now from Chester Road and this is for residents, visitors to the 
properties and deliveries only.  Audley Theatre has had a busy time with its production of their 40th Birthday and 
we hope to have pictures and a report in our next issue. 
 

The News-team is now looking forward to celebrating its 25th issue in September this year and we would  
welcome your comments and information for this issue.  I do hope you enjoy your read, bye for now. 

Ernie Editor.      

AUDLEY MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

During the last year or two people have expressed 
concern at the vandalism being done in the  
Memorial Gardens, situated by the Parish Church. 
 

It was agreed with the Borough Council that if we 
could get it tidied up again and some of the beds   
removed and replaced with turf that they would 
help with the maintenance.  They would at least 
mow the grass at the same time as cutting in the 
church yard.  So we have worked towards opening 
the area up in the hope that it will not be a hide-
away in the future and attract unsocial behaviour. 
 

The big problem was how to go about this.  The 
Probation Service were approached to see if they 
could put a team in from their “unpaid work unit”, which they were happy to do.  The Borough Council have been very  
supportive by supplying most of the materials and arranging for rubbish to be removed by Glendale.  Therefore we had the 
two main ingredients in place, workers and bulky materials. 
 

When we got down to the work we realised how many plants would be needed to refill the area, so we went in search of 
money.  We are grateful that we received £250 Green Grant from the Borough Council and £250 from the Community Chest 
pot, all to be spent on plants.  However there was still room for more and we have now received further donations.  Pete 
Wells from the Staffordshire Wild Life project advised and helped us to obtain the plants. 
 

The seats in the Memorial Garden had to be looked at as some of the seats were beyond repair, but the “unpaid workers” 
thought they could repair some of them.  Tesco had given us £250 towards seating in the garden when they opened, so we 
have bought some oak rails and hope that this tougher wood will last longer. 
 

I wish to thank all of the people who have helped to bring this area back to life and we hope that it will now be a place where 
people can sit and relax a while during their busy days. Cllr Dylis Cornes. 



1980-81:  We acquired a Maypole and learned how to use it. 
We went to the International Friendship camp at Kibblestone 
(see photo).  We were invited to join the Scouts as they 
celebrated their Jubilee year and we enlivened their camp fire 
with some of our songs. 

1982-83:  Brownies and Guides enjoyed holidays as far afield 
as Wales; Rangers had a Stone Tent experience at Chatsworth 
in Derbyshire.  Some of us caught a glimpse of Lady Baden 
Powell at the Gang Show.  The Rangers went to the fantastic 
Cliff Richard Tear Fund Concert at Christmas. 

1983-84:  This has been Home Farm Trust Year for Audley District Brownies, Guides and Rangers.  During the 
year £568 was raised.  The Rangers this year have linked up with the local Volunteer Bureau and have been 
helping out with local gardens.  We’re thrilled that a 2nd District Ranger Unit has begun and we wish 
the Chesterton Unit every success. Brownies and Guides went to Maer and to Criccieth.  We joined in 
the Youth Praise at St James’ and paraded with them for Remembrance Sunday.  

1984-85:  In May our Brownies maypoled at the Rotary Mayday Village Fayre.  In the summer 2 coaches of us 
went to Liverpool – first to the International Garden Festival and later to Anfield to be part of the 30,000 crowd 
to hear Dr Billy Graham.  Since November were part of a village effort to knit vests for Ethiopia (852 vests, 32 
tops and 6 blankets so far have gone off to Oxfam).  

1985-86:  Our involvement in the Division 75th celebrations included the Light Ceremony at Thistleberry Park 
where the Mayor (Mrs Marion Platt of Audley) was present at a wonderful camp-fire.  Our Summer Disco raised 
£60 for Ethiopia.  The Brownie Holiday was in Colwyn Bay.  One Unit visited the Observatory at Newchapel. 
Our District Summer Challenge was a great success, this year all Units (13 now) took part and were challenged 
to produce rooms/gardens for a dolls house.  

1986-87:  Our annual census showed a record number of 252 people 
involved in Guiding in our District last year. Several of our Guides and 
Rangers were able to be part of the Royal Guard of Honour and were 
thrilled to see the Queen at such close quarters when she came to open 
the National Garden Festival.  Our District Harvest Festival was a 
harvest with a difference this year in that two of our Brownie Guiders 
used it as a way of highlighting the needs of famine-stricken Ethiopia 
and to point us very clearly to the need for involvement in “Marasong 
for Africa” – a 24 hour sponsored sing in which all village groups were 
invited to take part. £800 was raised by Brownies, Guides and Rangers 
as part of the £5,306 raised. 

1987-88:  We were training new leaders and were about to open a 
Rainbow section (5-7 years).  Around the Units: They learned about 
road safety, horse riding, fire fighting, stranger danger, crime 
prevention, route card making, the Quest badge, Chinese cookery. 
They experienced all kinds of painting, scavenger hunting, sailing 
dinghies on Stanley Pool, ‘ It’s a Knockout’ at Pool Dam, prepared 
Church services, a Christingle service, winter Olympics.  They did a 7 
mile walk around Apedale, holidays/camps at West Kirby, Maer and 

Stafford, fun run at Shugborough for AIDS research, litter 
pick for Best Village Competition, a day camp for Trefoil 
Work, swimming gala, rounders tournament.  

The ‘A’ Team  
The Audley District Guiders 

 c1978 

Photographs of Audley District Guides during the years 1978-1988 are in the possession of Barbara Jones.  
Anyone wishing to see the photographs should contact her on 01782 720352.                               Clive Millington 

Part Two of the Guides  





 

Stephen Turner 
 

After a long battle with illness, Stephen Turner aged 66 
years, of Station Road Miles Green, sadly passed away 
on the 16th of February 2009. 
Stephen was the loving husband of Mary, beloved father 
to Joanne, Joy and Stephen and an adored grandfather. 
Stephen was born in Hanley but as a young child moved 
to Audley and went to the Ravensmead school followed 
by the Halmer End Secondary Modern (Sir Thomas 
Boughey). 
 

After leaving school Stephen trained to be a surveyor 
and also worked at the Michelin tyre company in Stoke. 
Stephen was a family man who loved to go on trips to 
Scotland, camping, where he so enjoyed the country and 
the wildlife.  His love of wildlife also included being  
involved with the Halmer End Bates Wood Wildlife  
project and he was always happy to be in the country 
with nature. 
 

Although Stephen had struggled over these past few 
years with his illness, he always put others first, never 
complaining about his own disability.  Stephen loved to  
go Bowling either indoor or out and he could be seen  
often at the Audley Parish Bowling Green with his pipe 
at hand, giving his support for the local bowling teams.  
Stephen was a gentle man and would always have a kind 
word for who ever he met. 
 

The funeral was held at the Halmer End Methodist 
Chapel on the 3rd of March 2009, followed by interment 
at the Audley Cemetery, Chapel Street Bignall End and 
the service was conducted by Rev J MacGregor. 
 

Please accept our condolences Stephen will be so missed 
by his family and friends.   

Ernest Sibley 
Ernie, aged 69 years, as so many of us knew him, 
sadly passed away at his home in Wood Lane on 
Monday 2nd of March 2009. 
He was a former resident of Halmer End where he 
lived with his parents as a youth and had many  
varied jobs but was a well known figure delivering 
coal for many years with Dennis Brockley Coal  
Supplier.  To all his family and friends please accept 
our condolences. 

Bereavements  

Hilda Johnson 
Hilda Johnson died peacefully on the 28th January 
2009 at the Wilbraham House Residential Home 
Audley. 
Hilda was the dearly beloved wife of the late Arthur 
and loving mother of Cheryl and the late Della. 
Hilda was a former resident of Nantwich Road 
Audley and a much love member of the community. 
The funeral was held at St James Church Audley, 
followed by interment in Audley Churchyard. 
All donations were sent to the Douglas Macmillian 
Home.  Please accept our condolences. 

Arthur Joynson 
Arthur Joynson aged 65 years of Bignall End sadly 
died on the 4th December 2008. 
Arthur was the adored husband of Kath and a much 
treasured father, father-in-law and granddad. 
Arthur will be sadly missed but always remembered 
by all who knew him. 
The funeral was held at the Bradwell Crematorium 
and all donation were sent to St James Church  
restoration funds.  To all his family and friends 
please accept our condolences. 



 

Leddy’s Field Diary, Spring 2009 
 

Extensive work carried out on local wildlife reserve. 
 

Leddy’s Field our parish wildlife reserve has had a busy 
spring and a very thorough and much needed spring clean has 
taken place.  A complete overhaul of the pond and brook was 
needed so the parish council consulted with wildlife experts 
and found that the work could only be done during February,  
because of the breeding season for water birds and pond life. 
This meant action had to be taken as soon as possible or we 
would have had to wait until 2010 to start the work.  Tenders 
were invited for the major work to be done as machinery was 
required to do the heavy work and the work started on the 
overhaul in early February. 
 

Overhanging growth was cleared, silt was dredged out to deepen the pond and the Bulrushes and Canadian pond 
weed were reduced. 

 
The weir had to be repaired and some cleaning done on either 
side of the brook.  This has now created a better water flow and 
clearer water for the pond life and the swimming birds. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
On the 27th February the pond was re-filled spot-on  
schedule and the banks were reseeded with grass and wild 
flowers.  The whole overhaul was overseen by the parish 
council, the voluntary ranger, volunteers from the Bowmen 
of Audley and interested residents of the parish.  They all 
worked in line with the advice from the Environment Agency and Staffordshire Wildlife. 
 

It was a tribute to all concerned that the Moorhens never left the pond and produced 5 tiny chicks on the 22nd of 
April, mother and babies are all doing well.  Two Canadian geese, two Herons ( seen on the 26th April ), 
Swallows, an orange tip butterfly, several Mallard ducks with a total of 27 tiny chicks have all been seen in the 
April / May sunshine.  

 

More work is planned on the paths and the tree  
management is going to plan.  This combined project 
should see Leddy’s Field Wildlife area even better for 
plants, wildlife and walkers. 
 

Leddys Field Wildlife Reserve can be accessed either by 
the steps from Hall Street near to the Audley Library, or 
by the gateway which can be found in New Road Bignall 
End. 
If you wish to help preserve our wildlife reserve or help 
with the general maintenance, your help would be  
welcomed.  
 

For details on how to volunteer please contact Val:  
Tel 01782 722959 

 

Wildlife has now returned to the nature reserve. 



 

Readers Letters 

Dear Editor 
Once again thanks for an excellent March Edition of the Audley Community News.  I particularly enjoyed  
reading of the Green Revellers, many of whom I knew quite well, particularly Jean Harrison, who at one time in 
our teens was my best friend.  
I have fond memories of Wood Lane School.  Mr Gardner (Headmaster) was very strict, but fair.  He would have 
a tin of wax in the drawer of his desk and from time to time he would wax his handlebar moustache.  He would 
gather a few pupils around his desk, quickly give out verbally mental arithmetic sums and the first pupil with the 
answer would have to whisper the answer in his ear.  He was a brilliant teacher and that was the beginning of 
my love for mental arithmetic. 
Miss Bailey (Infant Teacher) also conjures up never-to-be forgotten memories, my first learned poem (which I 
still remember), navy knickered bottoms sliding on and off the red hot pipes in the cloakroom on a rainy  
playtime, me sitting on one of the many steps going up to the cloakroom at playtime on a dry day and Miss  
Bailey asking me what I wanted to be when I grew up. 
My reply being “A Nurse Miss”. 
I never changed my mind and I did 44 years of nursing.  In 1989 (50 years after the start of World War 2), 
Cedric Ing contacted all the pupils who were attending Wood Lane School at that time (no mean feat as many 
were  
scattered in different parts of the country) to say he was arranging a get- together at the Wesleyan Chapel in 
Wood Lane.  I would have dearly loved to have attended to meet up with old friends but we had a holiday 
booked.  Afterwards Cedric wrote to say it had been very successful. 
Your magazine certainly stirred up some fond memories, thank you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Dear Editor 
 
I wanted to congratulate you on your magazine.  I enjoy it so much.  My husband Brian and I have lived in Perth, 
Western Australia for the past 26 years.  We lived in Bignall End from 1974 to 1978.  I liked Bignall End and 
Audley very much.  I attended the church in Audley and loved it.  We lived at 24 Ravens Lane, which was a big 
old terraced house, it used to be a shop.  Our house was on the corner of Tibb Street and Ravens Lane.  I made 
some very good friends whilst living in Bignall End.  My friend Janet lives on Nantwich Road, Audley.  I always 
liked her house very much.  My friend Dorothy also lived in Bignall End.  The three of us met regularly and took 
photos of our babies together.  Unfortunately Dorothy moved away and we lost touch.  It’s so nice to keep in 
touch with Audley.  I liked the village so much.  I worked at Audley Club behind the bar for a few months and 
then went to work at the Boughey Arms.  I always said if I won the lottery I will buy a house in Audley.  
When we emigrated to Australia on New Years Eve 1982 our children were David 6yrs, Carrie 4yrs and  
Christopher 2yrs.  We arrived in Perth on January 2nd 1983 at 3am in the morning.  The children were so good 
during the long flight.  We were all very tired on arrival.  When we stepped outside the airport I fell in love with 
Perth.  It was warm and the crickets were chirping away as they do.   
Our first visit to the UK was in 1984, we have been back a number of times since then.  We now have 6  
grandchildren, 1st generation Australians.                                                                                                                     
 

I lived in Burslem until I was thirteen years old with my parents and my sister.  I used to love to go to Hanley.  I 
loved Sherwins music shop and the old markets.  When I left school I went to work in Huntbach’s in the office.  It 
had fabulous empty rooms upstairs to explore.  I was so disappointed when I saw how Hanley had changed.  
Huntbach’s and the old Markets gone.  I do like the Potteries Centre though and enjoy going down into the  
Market whenever I visit.                                                                                                                                                     
I am looking forward very much to my next visit to the UK to visit my mum who is in a retirement home and see 
my sister Pam.  I shall make a point of visiting Audley whilst I am there and have a drink in the Swan.  
 

Kind Regards  

Rosalind Higginson 



 Funding for Audley Bowling Club 
 

Audley Parish Bowling Club has recently received A FUNDING GRANT OF £3807 36p, the 
grant was obtained from the Grassroots Grants organisation which is being administered by  
Staffordshire Community Foundation.  The grant will be used to supply a new mower to  

replace the over 40 years old one which the club has been using for the past twenty years and is now in disrepair. 
Grassroots Grants applications can be submitted by any local voluntary group whose income per year does not exceed 
£20,000.  The Bowling Club wish to pass on their appreciation to the Foundation for this grant. 
Grassroots Funding is a Government Initiative and is a programme which will run until 2011. 
The programme is divided into two parts, one is an £80 million small grants for community organisations and a £50 million  
endowment programme to enable local funders to generate additional donations on a matched basis and invest them in  
endowments. 
For details on how to obtain the grants and general information please contact Staffordshire Community Foundation at: 

01782 683000  or go to  www.staffordshirefoundation.org.uk 

Dear Editor 
 

Can I just correct information which was provided in issue 23 
with regards to Wood Lane Junior School. 
The lady mentioned in the article who lived at the cottage next 
to the school was in fact a Mrs Caroline Gibson and also living 
there at the time was a Tom Bartlam. 
Secondly in the old school photograph Gladys Bartlam is 3rd 
from the left, not 2nd and she was born and lived at number 7 
Primitive Street Wood Lane ( the same house as John Brayford 
who provided your information was born in). 
Gladys is my wife's aunty, she was married to Richard Edge 
who featured in the December issue.  Gladys attained her 
100th birthday in December 2008. 
Incidentally the boy standing next to Gladys in the school  
photograph, Ernest Fernyhough, became the member of  
parliament for Jarrow. 
 

Hopefully this may help and if others can correct any mistakes 
made with information or details you provide us with in your 
excellent magazine, it will be useful to have them rectified for 
future local history records. 
 

Albert Harrison Bignall End. 

Molly Bell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can anyone provide any details regarding this  
photograph.  If you have any information please  
contact the Editor of the Newsletter. 

Dear Editor 
 

I was born in Wood Lane on Church Street 87 years ago and my parents moved to Nottinghamshire when I was nine years 
old.  For the past 40years I have been coming over to my brother’s house each year for a holiday.  The last 20years of his life 
he lived in Wood Lane.  I have seen a lot of changes over the years, old houses gone and new ones taking their place. 
When I lived on Church St. there were 3 shops.  A small sweet shop owned by Daisy Leach and her mother, a fish and chip 
shop owned by Mrs Morton, you got some lovely chips and fish for a penny in a bag of newspaper and an off licence where 
you took a jug for your beer.  I don’t know how much that cost as only our parents were allowed to go in there.  I went to the 
Primitive Chapel on Primitive Street twice on a Sunday where I attended the morning and evening services.   
I have a lot of fond memories of Audley and Wood Lane, also sad ones.  My brother Tommy Pruden was killed at the Pit 
when he was just 16years old.  Our neighbour’s son Tommy Higinson, who was more or less the same age, was also killed at 
the same pit.  Unfortunately I can’t recall which Pit it was as I was only about 6 years old at the time.  I can however  
remember all the good times I had. 
I don’t think I will be coming to Audley again but I would appreciate it if you could still send me the Audley Community News 
so I can keep in touch with all the news. 
 

Mary Hayes (nee Pruden)  
Newark Notts. 



Poetry & Rhyme from our Parish readers.  
“Our Lost Comforts” ( Dear Mums) 

 
Many people may come bearing lots of gifts 
Some bring wealth with expectancy planned. 

But can one really ever realise? 
The comfort bestowed from the gentle squeeze of a hand. 

 
Many people may come with lots of words to say, 

Displaying emotion perhaps meant for a while. 
But can one really ever realise? 

The comfort bestowed from the gentleness of a smile. 
 

Many people may come to offer moments of help, 
Few know how despair gives those heartstrings a tug. 

But can one really ever realise? 
The comfort bestowed from the tenderness of a hug. 

 
Many people may come with speeches prepared to deliver, 

And give with strength, promising those skies. 
But can one really ever realise? 

The comfort bestowed from tender care given with love. 
 

So shall we really realise now that the light’s gone out, 
Shall we ever understand or maybe we are left to doubt. 
In private or in public, special moments, caring chums, 
We shall always miss those comforts, bestowed by our 

dear 
mums. 

 

 
“Echoes at Marston” 

 
I hear the sound of marching men, 

As I stood upon the moor. 
Followed by the clash of steel, 
Pitched battle began to roar. 

 
I felt that souls were rising up, 

As cold fingers touched my heart. 
Crushed by those hooves of mounted steeds, 

Stripped bodies tossed on open cart. 
 

I tasted death where man had been, 
As force rang out against wrong or right. 

Oh heroes famed who could never have seen, 
How darkness quickly followed from light. 

 
I smelled that agony of dying men, 
As they writhed in pain and blood. 

Who never knew those reasons why, 
And now they never would. 

 
With eyes open I searched seared field 

As cold cloak of silence once more reigned. 
Then slowly turned and I walked away, 
Without any answers ever explained. 

 

Peter W. Hodgkins. 

BIRD LOVER 
 

I’ve always been a bird fan, some say I’m obsessed 
But if asked to name a favourite I’d truly be hard pressed. 
A bird of prey might feature, swooping from the skies 
A Peregrine at breakneck speed, a blur before one’s eyes. 
An Osprey on a fishing trip, outstretched talons to the fore 
Emerging from the water, its catch to swim no more. 
An Owl at dusk so seldom seen spreads wings in silent flight 
Searching whilst we’re sleeping, feeding through the night. 
A Golden Eagle at its eyrie or soaring high above 
Its majestic six foot wingspan, a sight to fall in love. 
 

Then there are the song birds, predation they must fear 
Yet they sing along regardless, a joy for us to hear. 
A Blackbird and a Dunnock, Song Thrush and Jenny Wrens 
Singing all their hearts out to impress admiring hens. 
Warblers come from overseas our spring to celebrate 
Joining in a chorus no one could orchestrate. 
Dear old Robin redbreast here each and every day 
A welcome friend throughout the year and at Christmas on display. 
Let us not forget the Skylark, quite outstanding to be sure 
Or Canaries in their cages, voices sweet and pure.  
 

We see acrobatic antics from families of Tits 
Pecking at some fat balls and reducing them to bits. 
Kingfishers on the river.  Dippers and Wagtails 
Whilst beauty of the Finches any witness gladly hails. 
The arrival of the Swallows we eagerly await 
And listening for the Cuckoo to pencil in the date. 
Off shore there are sea birds.  The Gannet’s diving skills 
Or lovely little Puffins when sand eels fill their bills 
Yet talking to a Budgie which many may enjoy 
Was my first enduring favourite when only just a boy.   
 

Derrick Bate 



Audley Parish Council’s Annual Dinner. 
 

Audley Parish Council held its annual dinner on the 3rd of April 2009 at the Butchers Arm Public House, 
Church Street Audley. 
The host for the evening was Parish Council Chairman, Mrs Dylis Cornes, who welcomed her guests which  
included the Mayor for Newcastle, Cllr. John Cooper and Mayoress Mrs Angela Cooper, C. Cllr. Mr Edward M 
Boden and Mrs D Bowden, B. Cllr. Mr David Beckett and Mrs Beckett, Chairman of Audley Rotary Club, Mr. 
G.W. Mackey and Mrs Mackey, Rev. Peter Davies, Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Maureen Smedley and Mr K  
Smedley, members of the Parish Council, members from a number of local parish voluntary groups which  
included myself and my assistant Sue, representing the Audley Community News. 
The proceedings started with the guests being served a three course meal which had been excellently prepared 
by landlord Roy Proctor and his extremely courteous staff. 
After the meal, councillor Cornes spoke saying what a wonderful village we have the pleasure of living in and 
praised all the voluntary groups throughout the parish for all their excellent work in helping to make Audley 
what it is today. 
Every year the Parish Council makes two awards, to either groups or individuals who have shown community 
spirit in the parish.  Below you can see these awards being presented by the Mayor of Newcastle, Cllr. John  
Cooper.   
The photograph on the left below shows The Mayor presenting Miss Maxine Everill with the Rose Bowl in  
recognition of her valuable work in the community with young people. 
The photograph on the right below shows the Mayor presenting the Robert Edwards Trophy to Mr. Reginald  
Proctor, a representative of the Audley Bell ringers from St. James’ Church Audley.  Cllr. Cornes spoke saying 
how the people of the parish had missed the sound of St James’ bells during the renovation work.  Rev. Peter  
Davies assured the councillor that once all renovations were complete and more volunteers were found to assist 
in the bell tower, the parish of Audley would once more be awakened to the sounds of St James’ Church bells. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you wish to become a member of St James Bell Ringer, musical knowledge is not a must, please contact Reg 
Proctor at:  01782 534024 or any member of the Bell Ringers, you will be made most welcome.  Editor. 



Wood Lane Schools 100 year Celebration. 
 

In 1858 Wood Lane built its first school in what is now 
known as Church Street.  The only known photograph 
shows very little of the school but at least you can see the 
position of where it stood. 
The picture on the right gives a view looking down the  
centre of Church Street towards what is now known as 
Megacre, where the council houses are now built.   
The school is just visible and can be seen on the far right of 
this photograph.  All that can be seen is the small half 
round stones on the corner of the building, just opposite 
the trees standing in the distance. 
Daisy Leache’s shop can be seen opposite on the left hand 
side of the street.  During the very early 1900s a Mrs Glover of Halmer End was the headmistress, assisted by a 
Miss Ethel Webb, Miss Eva Webb and a Miss Lily Whalley who all came from Bignall End.  
It was not unusual for children from the age of three to attend the school, at a cost of 1 penny per week and then 
at aged eight they could move to a school of their parent’s choice. 
Unfortunately, the school building started to go into disrepair, due mainly to the extreme damp conditions found 
throughout the school.  Action had to be taken and it was proposed that a new school should be built.     

The New School Built in 1909. 
On the left can be seen an early photograph of the  
present school in Wood Lane which is now celebrating 
its 100 birthday this year, being built in 1909 and was 
opened during June of that year.  When built it consisted 
of two main buildings, one part for the infants and the 
building nearest to the road side was for juniors and 
seniors.  Work started on the new school in 1909 by a 
firm of builders named Collins and Lindley who came 
from Stoke on Trent.  The bulk of the workers had to 
travel from the Potteries to Wood Lane daily by tram to  
Chesterton then on foot the rest of the way to Wood 
Lane.  Records show that the sand used to build the 

school came from Boyles Hall in Bignall End, at a cost of 1 shilling per load no matter how large the load.  On 
its completion the contract for painting the school was given to local decorator Mr Llewellyn of Audley.  The 
Infant section of the school was taught by Mrs Johnson and assisted by Mrs Hadley of Audley.  The Headmaster 
of the senior section was Mr. W E Stevens who originated from South Staffordshire and came to live in Bignall 
End next to Saddler Howells shop.  There were four other members of staff and in 1912 Mr Fred Dale joined the 
school.  The best remembered teacher was Miss Keeling for her love of Scottish songs and being the possessor of 
a cane.  
Misdemeanours done by the children could be punished by use of the cane but far worse was to have one’s name 
entered into the punishment book.  This was regarded as a disgrace to have your name on permanent record. 
As you can see in the photograph above of the old school, it shows the school bell visible on the roof which was 
a very familiar landmark, once proudly and clearly beckoning the children to school.  Once the bell was rung, 
the children had 2 minutes grace to reach the school.  It was recalled that Headmaster Mr Stevens’ mottos at the  
school were “Learn by doing” and “Be clean and tidy when 
doing a task”. 
A special event took place in 1912 when all the children from 
the school were presented with a Union Jack flag and were 
then walked down from Wood Lane to the Audley railway  
station which was situated near to the Plough Public House 
in Bignall End.  There on a grassy bank they sat expectantly, 
waving their flags to welcome the arrival of King George V 
and Queen Mary who were passing on route from Crewe to 
visit the Potteries.  The photograph on the right shows the 
entourage at the bottom of Bignall Hill . 1913 George V 



The photograph shown on the right is possibly one of 
the first taken at the school.  It shows the school in 
1910 and the only known names are second from the 
left, top row, Jack Cornes and 10th left to right shows 
Bernard Riley.  If anyone can help to name any  
others please contact the News Team.  
 

In 1917 Mr Stevens retired as Headmaster of the 
school and was then succeeded by Mr Flamank who 
lived locally on Nantwich Road, Audley.  He would 
often be seen walking home from school through the 
fields via Bignall End cricket ground and down Boon 
Hill.  The children who attended the school and lived 
in the local villages would walk home with him as he 
was generally regarded as a very kind, gentle and  
understanding teacher.  During his time as school 
Headmaster unruly behaviour would be punished by the use of a cane for boys and girls receiving a milder form 
of punishment. 
By 1917 the 1st World War was ending and it is recorded that on one of the school days whilst lessons were in  
progress a Zeppelin passed over the school and all the children were allowed out of the school to witness the  
airship.   
In the early 1900’s Wood Lane as a village was comparatively small, consisting of 3 chapels and a few shops 
with most of the men working in the local mines.  Early on an Saturday morning in 1918 disaster struck the  
village when an explosion at the Minnie Pit in Halmer End tragically effected a number of local families. 
There had been a number of changes of Head teachers in the Infants department of the school up to 1928, a Miss 
A Barber who later became Dr Riley’s wife had succeeded Mrs Johnson and she in turn was followed by a Miss 
Edwards. 
In 1928 Mr Flamank retired and the school then continued under the Headship of Mr. W Gardiner who after the 
re-organisation of the school became head of both the infant and junior sections.  The senior pupils had been 
transferred to the Ravens Lane school in Bignall End where Mr Bowers was the Headmaster. 
With the outbreak of War in 1939, Wood Lane received 50 evacuees who had been brought in from Manchester.  
The children were placed with different families through out the village and the children attended the local 
school.  An incident recalled at the time said one of the evacuee children from the city on seeing a cow being 
milked for the first time remarked “Our milk doesn’t come from a cow, it comes in a bottle”!!!! The children 
could also not understand that bread was made from wheat that grew in the fields as they had only seen bread on 
sale in shops. 
Mr Gardiner retired in 1947 and was succeeded by Mr William Bradley who only stayed at the school for 3 
years.  He was followed by Mr Roland Tapley who came to Wood Lane after a period at a school in Biddulph.  
His sudden death in 1961 was a great blow to the school and also to the village.  During the autumn term of 1961 
the school had no Head teacher but continued under the leadership of a Miss Bailey ably supported by Mrs Beryl 
Riley and Miss Gwen Ford. 
On the 1st of January 1962 Mr Graham Heath was appointed Headmaster, returning to his native Wood Lane 
where he had been a pupil.  Most of these details were taken from a booklet published in 1969 when the school 
celebrated it’s 60th birthday.  A new booklet is being produced to cover the next 40 years and will be available to 
all the children of the school. 
We have a list below of all school heads who served at the school after Mr Heath retired, up to the present time 
and we hope to have a follow up article in our next issue which will include more up to date photographs of the 
past pupils and a report on their2009 celebrations.  We would love to hear from anyone who was a student or 
has information or photographs covering the past 40 years please contact us at the magazine. 
The following people followed Graham Heath as head of the school:  John Machine, Veronica Billings, Sylvia 
Rizak ( now head at Richard Heathcote School Alsagers Bank) Pauline Francis, Mrs Fran Whalley, Pauline 
Bloor and the present headmistress Gaynor Rogers. 
 

The present Headmistress Gaynor Rogers has informed the magazine that on the 10th July the school is holding 
a Victorian Day for the children where they will dress in Victorian clothes as part of the celebrations. 
On the 11th July, the school will be holding a Victorian Themed Fayre starting at 1pm until 4pm. 
This will be open to all visitors.  Everyone is welcome.  For more details contact the school tel:01782 720487. 

 



Food For Thought 

Carrot Cake 
 

250g/9oz unsalted butter 
375g/13oz caster sugar 
4 eggs 
450g/1lb grated carrots 
150g/5oz chopped almonds 
1 teaspoon vanilla essence 
Juice of 1 orange 
250g/9oz plain flour 
2 teaspoons bicarbonate of soda 
1 teaspoon mixed spice 
1 teaspoon salt 
 

Icing 
 

225g/8oz full fat soft cheese at room temperature 
400g/14oz sifted icing sugar, 65g/2½oz unsalted 
butter.  1 teaspoon vanilla essence. 
 

Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4 and grease 
a 23cm/9inch spring form cake tin. 
Beat the butter, sugar and orange rind together 
until light and fluffy.  Slowly add the eggs beating 
well together.  Fold in the carrot and chopped nuts 
and then add the essence and orange juice.   
Sift together the flour, bicarbonate of soda, spice 
and salt together and then fold into the cake  
mixture. 
Pour into the cake tin and bake for about 45 to 60 
minutes or until the cake is slightly coming away 
from the sides of the tin and a skewer inserted into 
the centre of the cake comes out clean.  Leave the 
cake to cool on a wire tray. 
For the icing, cream the cheese and butter  
together until smooth, then add the sifted icing 
sugar and vanilla essence and beat until smooth.  
Spread the icing over the top of the cake. 

Barbecued Fruits 
 

4 ripe pears, cored and quartered 
4 ripe apples, cored and quartered 
3 tablespoon sugar 
Juice of 1 lemon 
Icing sugar for dusting 
Cream or crème fraiche to serve 
 
Place the pears and apples in a large bowl.  Sprinkle 
over the sugar and add the lemon juice.  With a large 
spoon toss the fruit in the sugar and lemon juice. 
Skewer the fruit, alternating the pear and apple pieces.  
Place on a hot barbecue or a griddle pan and turn until 
the fruit is softened and sugar has caramelised.  Dust 
with icing sugar and serve with cream or crème fraiche. 
A perfect end to a barbecue meal. 

Home made Lemonade/Cordial 
This recipe makes 1.5 litres of  
concentrated cordial 
 

3 lemons, scrubbed in cold water 
750g granulated sugar 
25g citric acid 
1.5 litres of water 
 

Peel the rind of 1 lemon using a potato peeler.  Place 
the peel and 1cup of sugar in a food processer and 
blitz until the rind is really ground up and the sugar is  
yellow and oily looking. 
Tip the mixture into a saucepan.  Squeeze the juice 
from all the lemons and strain to remove the pips.  
Mix the juice with the lemon sugar mixture and add 
the remaining sugar and the citric acid.  Place the pan 
on a medium heat and add 1.5 litres of water, stirring 
until the sugar dissolves.  Cool and pour into clean 
bottles and store in the fridge.   
To serve dilute with water, 1 part cordial to 3 or 4 
parts of water. 

Tuna Pasta Bake 
 

225g/8oz spring onions 
2x 185g cans of tuna in brine 
225/8oz frozen peas 
450g/1lb dried pasta 
115g/4oz Cheddar cheese, grated 
25g/1oz butter 
25g/1oz plain flour 
600ml/1pint milk 
Pinch of cayenne pepper, salt 
A little oil 
 

Slice the green part of the spring onion 
into 5mm/¼in lengths and finely slice the 
rest.  Stir fry in a little oil for approx 1-
2mins. 
Drain the tuna and flake into a bowl.  Cook 
the peas until tender and in a large pan of 
boiling water cook the pasta. 
Melt the butter in a pan, add the flour and 
cook for a few minutes.  Add the milk,  
whisking all the time and when it is 
smooth and thickened add approx ¾ of the 
grated cheese.  Stir in the cayenne pepper 
and season with a little salt. 
Mix the pasta, peas, spring onion, tuna 
and cheese sauce in a deep dish.  Sprinkle 
over the remaining cheese on top.  Bake in 
the preheated oven until golden on top for 
about 25mins. 



St. James Church Mothers Union 
 

We would like to invite you to join us at our meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month at St James Church Hall at 7.15pm. 
Our speakers for the next 3 months are: 
 

May 21st. Barbara Jones 
  “The Best Relationship in the World” 
June 18th Annette and Brian Dodd 
 “Where’s Home” Talk and slides about their time in China. 
July16th Geoff Mackey 
 “Holidays before Family”.  Building  schools in Africa. 
 

For more details regarding any of the events please phone 
Wendy on 01782720381 
 

As an outreach venture to the village we will be opening the church 
hall every Thursday, starting 7th May from 1 30pm until 3 30pm for 
coffee and tea etc.  There will be a special welcome for mums and 
babies as this coincides with their weekly anti-natal sessions at the 
Health Centre.   
For more details please see:  

Annette Dodd. 

Our next Christian Viewpoint 
Event 

 
Sat. June 27th at 7 30pm  

 

Church Hall Audley. 
after supper 

Dr. Sharon Johnson 
will speak on 

“Caring for the Family” 
Sharon is Canadian, has served for 10yrs in counselling 

and parent training in Jamaica. 
 

She currently lectures at Regent’s College in Nantwich. 
Her desire is to help people and families to live 

victoriously and be emotionally whole. 
 

We hope you and your friends will be free to come 
 

Tickets available now from Barbara, Wendy, Ena or  
any CV Team member (720352) 

St James Church update Summer 2009 
 
Tower Roof – Now that the scaffolding is up and a temporary roof 
has been constructed, work has started to remove the old roof on 
the top of the tower.  This photo shows the old roof frames which 
are held together with wooden dowels.  Also, you can just see 
through the woodwork, one of the wheels that swing the bells.  We 
believe the roof was constructed in the 1850s rework and most of it 
is in good condition.  Over in the corner you can see the chimney 
which serves as a flue for our oil fired heating system.  All the 
brickwork is loose and it needs to be rebuilt before it falls down so 
it is a good opportunity to get this problem solved. 
 
 

This photo shows the actual break in the King truss which is the major cause 
of the roof problem.  The break can be easily seen and the planks underneath 
have been put into place to stop the beam falling further.  All this is to be  
removed and a modern steel “I” section beam fitted into place to carry the 
load for the new roof which will have a very low pitch making it easier to 
walk across in the future.  A new lightweight flag pole will be erected. 

 

It is hoped to allow people to 
climb up the spiral stairs onto 
the roof once it has been repaired.  The views of the surrounding 
country side are breathtaking but you will have to take my word for 
that for now.  Once the roof has been finished, work will be done to 
repair some of the stone work.  This photo shows how sandstone 
can be eroded over time.  This part of the tower was the original 
structure built in 1340.  The external surface is dressed back to solid 
stone and then repointed with lime mortar which is more pliable 
than the more modern cement used on houses.  Some of the stones 
are too badly damaged and will need to be replaced. 
New oak louvers are being made for the apertures into the bell tower 

and new windows will be fitted to the ringing room.  It is hoped that most of this work will be finished by August 
and so far the builders are making excellent progress. 
For more information about the church’s problems noted above, please contact Trevor Carman 01782 721637 



Family Safety Awareness Day 
 

On Saturday morning the 14th February, Staffordshire Fire 
and Rescue Service held a Safety Awareness Day in the  
Pensioners Hall and on the Audley Health Centre Car 
Park. 
They came in their new T.R.V. vehicle (Targeted Response 
Vehicle) which is responsible for non urgent fires like  
rubbish, skips and grassland.  There are 2 teams of officers 
who man the vehicle between the hours of 11.00am to 
10.00pm in the evenings.  With the vehicle on Saturday 
were members of the A Team, Bob Bennett, Lee Urwin and 
Andy Carter.  
Staffordshire Police were also on hand and they brought 
along their new recently acquired Nissan Police vehicle, which will soon be seen patrolling around the streets of 
the parish of Audley.  
In the hall were plenty of stalls including Tombola, 77 Audley Scouts, Tea and Coffee provided by the Pensioners 
Committee and the Fire Brigade and the Police were on hand to give advice and help to local residents.  There 
were many free handouts which included pens, key-rings, door safety chains, energy saving electrical plugs for 
your computer and many more.  Audley & District First Responders were also on hand to explain their duties to 
the general public, photo above.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The local children can be seen having an enjoyable morning, sitting in the police car and the fire T.R.V vehicle.   
The photographs show local children including Kieron Shore, Bradley Clarke, Savannah Mathews and Nicky 
Heywood with two of the Fire Officers pictured left.  Picture on the right shows our new parish police officer 
Rob Dolman with PCSO Ian Blythe and James & Thomas Mainwaring being shown the controls of the new  
police car. 

******************************* 
Audley Locality Action Partnership, who were responsible for the organisation of the Community Safety  
Awareness Day, are a group of local residents whose intention is to raise the awareness of the people of the  
Parish in the safety aspect of their life.  The group meets every 6 weeks, usually on a Tuesday morning in the 
Durber Close Community rooms in Wereton, with the Police, Fire & Rescue Service, Aspire Housing and  
Borough Council Officers.  The Borough Officers who attends each meeting can exchange information on the hot 
spot problem area at the time and at the present moment we have an outreach worker from the youth department 
assisting us.  With a mixed group like this who can cover most of the aspects of normal day to day problems, 
most problems can be passed on to the appropriate organisation to help solve the problem.  There are other  
organisations available who can come along and assist to provide answers to most of the problems brought to 
the meetings. 
Working in this way and having eyes from several angles looking at a problem we find that most things can be  
resolved quickly.  Chairperson Dylis Cornes presented a cheque for £100 out of the monies raised at the event to 
Editor Ernie Moulton, from the  Audley Community News, to assist with the production costs of the magazine. 



 
 

               Quality Styling By 
              Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 5 days per week  
Mon Closed. Tue 9.30am - 5.00 pm  

Wed. 1pm - 5.00 pm / Thurs 1 pm - 6.00 pm 
Friday 9.30 am - 7.00 pm / Sat  9.30 am - 3.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 6.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 4.00 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 4.00 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

 
JOHN JACKSON  

YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 
Freezer Orders Welcomed 

Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham / Tongue /  Cheese /Pies / Bread / Cakes 
Oatcakes.                

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737 

NEWS FROM AUDLEY MVC 
             Our Annual Celebrity Concert was held in the Victoria Hall Hanley in March .  A large and appreciative  
audience were treated to a musical feast provided by the artists-Eliana Pretorian, Jonathan Lemalu, Ingrid  
Surgenor- and the choir. 
As I write these notes the choir is looking forward to  the International Male Voice Musical Festival in Cornwall 
at the end of April.  The choir will be based in Newquay and participating in concerts in Truro and Bude as well 
as singing in the Mediterranean Biome at the Eden Project. Concerts, involving choirs from all over the world, 
will be held in venues all over Cornwall.  We are particularly looking forward to hearing choirs from Cornwall, 
Hampshire and Russia at our concert in Bude. 
The choir has recently had an influx of members but there is always a need for men who have a desire to sing.  It 
has been proven that singing is good for you both mentally and physically!!  You do not have to be a soloist to 
sing in a choir and we do not have voice tests.  Many of the current choristers wish they had joined earlier. 
Any prospective members would be welcome to come and sit in at a rehearsal.(Thursdays at 7.30pm in the 
Audley Methodist Hall)  For further details to become a member contact : 01782 639437 
Our concert diary for the remainder of the year is fairly full and is published in the Audley Community News.   
Philip Broadhurst.  



Moseley Railway Trust hosts Civic visit and acknowledges the support of Lafarge Aggregates 
 

On 31st March 2009, the Moseley Railway Trust hosted a Civic Visit by His Worshipful the Mayor of Newcastle-Under-Lyme 
Councillor John Cooper. Councillor Cooper’s civic guests included the mayors and civic heads from seven of the surrounding 
towns and boroughs.  The party visited the Apedale Heritage Centre, and visited the underground coal mine, which is  
operated by the Heritage Centre.  They then visited the adjacent Moseley Railway Trust site, including the Aurora Works. 
 

Whilst at Aurora Works, Councillor Cooper unveiled a plaque which marked and acknowledged the valuable contribution 
which has been made to the Moseley Railway Trust’s Apedale development projects by Lafarge Aggregates.  Councillor  
Cooper was assisted in this by David Wilson, manager of Walley landfill site at Silverdale. 
 

Phil Robinson, the Moseley Railway Trust’s Chairman said “The Trust is very grateful to all who have supported us as we 
have regenerated and developed the Apedale site.  Today we acknowledge two particular supporters – the Newcastle-Under-
Lyme Borough Council and Lafarge Aggregates.  I am delighted to acknowledge the efforts that both organisations have 
made, and this support takes us closer to opening a passenger steam railway.  This will become a significant attraction,  
bringing visitors into Newcastle which will boost the local economy”. 
 

David Wilson, the Manager of the Lafarge Aggregates landfill site in nearby Silverdale said "Walleys Landfill was originally a 
brick clay quarry.  Lafarge Aggregates transports approximately three million tonnes of 
building materials by rail every year and also uses river and canal transport where  
appropriate.  Our industrial heritage is something we should all be proud of and we are 
delighted to support this Moseley Railway Trust project with a donation through the 
Landfill Communities Fund".  
 

The Moseley Railway Trust is continuing to develop the Apedale site.  It is anticipated 
that Phase One of the passenger carrying railway will open during 2009.  Watch for  
further announcements. 
The attached photographs show David Wilson (in suit), Councillor Cooper & Phil 
Robinson (in cap).  Why not make a visit to the Apedale Heritage Centre. 

Audley Brass Return to Winning Ways 
 

After a hardworking and successful spring, 
Audley Brass returned to the contest platform at 
Chester Music Festival on April 25th. 
 

The competition was held at The King’s School 
Chester and the band was entered in The Open 
Brass Section.  I am delighted to tell you that 
Audley won the section and is now the proud 
holder of the Open Brass Winners Shield and a 
cheque for £50 
 

When you consider that many members of the band are under sixteen years old and that almost half have never 
taken part in a contest before, it is a testimony to their hard work and to the preparation we have had from our 
musical director Colin Hartley.  
 

On February 28th we held our annual patrons’ concert.  This was the first official engagement under Colin’s  
baton.  The theme was “Music from Stage and Screen.”  The band played to a full theatre and there were terrific 
solo performances from our principal cornet, Nel Smith, flugal player Katie Middleton and solo horn Rachel 
Westwood.  The young and inexperienced players gave their own splendid performance of “The Irish Blessing” 
and the trombone section (dressed as nuns) treated the audience to a hilarious performance of “I Will Follow 
Him” from the film “Sister Act” It was a wonderful evening and was much enjoyed by band and audience alike. 
 

We are now moving into a busy summer of outside performances, including two performances at Brough Park in 
Leek and two at Congleton Park as well as the Whit Friday Marches on Friday June 5th. 
 

The band continues to work hard and enjoys playing together at rehearsals, concerts and contests and is proud to 
represent the village wherever it goes.  
 

May I take this opportunity to thank everyone in the village who continues to support the band.  We feel  
privileged to wear the Audley crest on our jackets. 



Car Boots 2009 
 

Now on the FIRST  
Saturday  

of each calendar 
month. 

 
Saturday 6th June 

Saturday 4th July 
Saturday 1st August 

Saturday 5th September 
Saturday 3rd October 

Saturday 7th November  
Saturday 5th December 

 
8.30am until 12 noon 
Indoor Tables £7.00       

Outdoor Spaces £6.00 
(Setting up from 7.30am) 

 
To book an indoor space please 

contact Bernard on  
 

07762285315 

FREE Internet Café  
Every Wednesday  

9.30am until 11.00am 

Audley & District Community Centre 
(Behind Peak Pursuits on Nantwich Road)  

EVERYONE IS  
WELCOME 

Contact Information: 
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.ik.com   

Email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary:  07921450599  Booking Enquiries:  

Help Needed 
If you think you 
can spare some 

time to help us or you need 
more information please call 

in on Wednesday  
mornings and ask for Dawn, 

Dot or Bernard. 

We are available for hire 
No matter what the event 

Audley & District Community 
Centre could be the place for 

you.  
Call our Booking Secretary a 

on: 07946657128  
to find out more. 

COFFEE MORNING and  
TABLE-TOP SALE 
Every Wednesday  
9am until 11.30am 

http://www.audleycommunitycentre.ik.com�
mailto:adcc@hotmail.co.uk�


Alsagers Bank  
Junior School  

Football Team1970 
 

Top row: Maxwell Robinson, John 
Goulding, Nick Riley, Chris Royal, 
Phil Hemmings, David Bostock, Phil 
Mason. 
 
Bottom row: 
Martin Royal, Brian Pardoe, Andy 
Shenton, Paul Cartwright, Keith 
Williams 
 
The sports teacher at the time was 
Mr K Hand. 
 

Halmer End FC. 1947-48 
 

Back Row:   
W. Peerse, W.Prince, B. Brockley, F. Taylor, K. Jepson, H. Prince, K Kirkham, G. Platt, I. Barlow. 

 

Front Row: 
W. Platt, R. Dumbill, J.Taylor, S. Jones, B. Taylor. 

Sportsmen from our parish 

 Do you need some healthy exercise?  
Audley Parish Bowling Club is now open and would welcome new members for either league or social Outdoor 
Bowling.  To become a member either contact the club secretary John Tryner 720032 or call and ask at the club 
for information.  The game of bowls is easy to master and provides leisurely exercise in convivial surroundings. 
You can find us next to the Audley Library in Church Street Audley.  Come along and give it a try! 



Bryan’s Village Walks 
 

The “First” of our Parish walks took place as scheduled, despite the rain.  Twelve intrepid hikers trekked from 
our starting point at the Bignall End Cricket Club car park. 
We headed off towards Apedale Woods before turning west towards the foot of Peggy’s Bank Wood Lane.   
Keeping to the footpaths we passed Miles Green Chapel, onto Miles Green Bridge and then dropped down onto 
Marions Way. 
After checking I still had twelve members in my party, we continued along the former old railway track towards  
Bignall End and then on back to our starting point at the Bignall End Cricket Club. 
The weather eventually had turned out to become gorgeous and the whole of the walk took around one and a  
quarter hours. 
After this most successful start to our walks, I now intend to organise a monthly walk on the first Tuesday of 
every month and the next will be on the 2nd June, followed by 7th July. 
For any more details please do not hesitate to contact me, Bryan at : 01782 721543.  
 

From a more personal view it was a thoroughly enjoyable walk.  Bryan Williams. 

Beer Festival Success 
 

Audley Football Club held its annual Beer Festival in February this year and once again it was a huge success.  We report 
that after the sponsors money was collected and all expenses paid out, a sum of £6080 of clear profit was made during the  
festival.  The Football Club announced that a percentage of the profits made would be donated to two local voluntary groups 
and cheques have been sent to the Audley Pensioners Hall and the Audley Community News to assist with their day-to-day 
costs. 
The Chairman and Committee of the Audley Football Club wish to thank all the people and businesses who very kindly  
sponsored the barrels of beer.  A special thank you must go to all the volunteers who help to provide Audley with a first class 
Beer Festival, with their help behind the bar and all the unseen work behind the scenes.  To all the people who descended 
upon the club during the week to taste our beers we were most grateful for your support.  During the festival it was noted that 
one of the visitors had travelled from Chicago, the US of A, it was Alex Evans first visit to an English Beer Festival.  We are 
sure he will never forget his experiences as he appeared to sample most of the beers during his one night’s visit.  We do 
hope he caught his flight back home the next day and the club made a donation of a Beer  
Festival Polo shirt to proudly wear back home in the City of Chicago as a memento.  We recently 
received the picture on the right which was sent to us by our American guest, with his Audley 
Football Club top on and we now challenge any of our local beer festivals to rival the distance it 
has travelled.  
Team News: 
It is hoped that the football club will run an under 9s team next year and if any parents have  
children who would like to play for this team please bring them along to the club house on a  
Friday night or contact the club for more details. 
This new team is also looking for a manager to train these budding Stevie Gerrards, so if you feel 
you have the qualities and ambition to get involved with this team and our club please contact the 
club on:  07742688047   

Parish Sports Men from the past. 
 
Further to the article published in the December 2008 issue, Monica Harrison 
writes: 
 
With regards to my uncle Richard (Dick) Edge, whom you published an article 

about, I have now been contacted by my cousin Bryan Edge, giving information about his  
father William (Bill) Edge, the brother of Richard. 
The photograph which can be seen is of a medal won by Richard Edge in the Leicester  
Mercury 20 miles road walk during 1930. 
This was a most prestigious event of the time and was in fact won 9 times by a Tebbs Lloyd 
Johnson who was the oldest man to win an Olympic Medal.  He won a bronze medal during 
the 1948 Olympic Games held in London, in the 50 kilometres race aged 48 years.  
The photograph on the right is of William during one of his competitive walks.  

 



 

Trivia Quiz 
 

1. What is the name of Queen Victoria’s house on  
the Isle of Wight? 

 

2. Zn is the chemical symbol for which element?  
 

3. What was the Spice Girls debut single? 
 

4. Who wrote the novel “Lord of the Flies”? 
 

5. In 2004, members of which organization attacked 
the PM with flour in the House of Commons? 

 

6. Black, Whooper and Bewick are all types of 
which bird? 

 

7. What was built in Hyde Park for the Great             
Exhibition in 1851? 

 

8. What is the emergency phone number in the 
USA? 

 

9. Which bird did Noah first send out of the Ark? 
 

10. Who or what live in a holt? 
 

11. Who was the Roman God of the Sea? 
 

12. In which country are Angel Falls, the world’s 
highest waterfall? 

£15.00 to the Winning entry. 
All correct entries will be put into the hat and a winner 
chosen. 
Please send your answer to the Editor before the 31st 
July 2009. 
To: 
23 Wood St Bignall End Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL. 

Parish vehicles broken into. 
 

Late on Saturday evening 25th of April, or the early hours of 
the following day, thieves entered the rear car park premises 
of Peak Pursuits, the proprietors of the old council offices at 
the bottom of the village in Audley.  They then forced their 
way into the parked vehicles and removed items from them. 
If anyone has any information regarding the thefts, or can 
help the police to apprehend the culprits, please contact the 
local police at: Tel: Non-emergency 0300  123 4455   

Bogus Callers in our village. 
 

A local resident of Church Street Audley was visited by  
bogus callers on Wednesday 29th April.  Five offenders  
saying they were Water Board officials said they had left their 
ID cards behind asked to check the taps and sink. 
The elderly lady said that the main offender distracted her by 
saying that he needed to check her water supply and at this 
stage the other members of the group managed to get into the 
house.  It was found that a purse was taken containing an 
amount of money which she could ill afford to lose. 
The description she gave were that one was about 19 years of 
age with pointy features and another wore a fawn coloured 
dress. 
The offenders, when they left, headed off towards Wilbrahams 
Walk.  Officers from Leek CID are leading the search and if 
anyone has any information please contact your local police 
on : Non-emergency Tel: 0300 123 4455 



 

THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

Chapel Street Bignall End SoT. 
               Tel: 01782 720622 

 

8 Real Ales & 4 Traditional Ciders 
 

Pick a Key and open the Box Stashed with Cash 
There may be in excess of £300.00 within the casket 
with more to be added each week if not won. 

 
            

Pub of the Year For 
2008 

 

Your hosts Sarah & Carl Smith 

 

Sports Quiz 
 
1. In which sport might you see the two teams   

defending goals of different sizes? 
 

2. Slider, sacrifice fly and R.B.I are all terms in   
which sport? 

 

3. FINA is the governing body of which sport? 
 

4. Which English footballer of the 1970s had the  
nickname “Crazy Horse”? 

 

5. How many yards are there between each set of  
stumps in cricket? 

 

6. Which sport can’t you play left handed? 
 

7. What is the name of the trophy awarded to the  
winners of the Rugby World Cup? 

 

8. Which English Football Team was the first to 
have an all–seater stadium? 

 

9. In which Surrey town is Sandown Racecourse? 
 

10. In which golf tournament does a player win a 
green jacket? 

 

11. Tennis star Roger Federer hails from which 
country? 

 

12. Who was the first man to have been world 
champion on two wheels as well as four? 

 

To find the answers to the quiz  
Please turn to page 28 

Break-in Audley Builders 
At around 2.30am on the 2nd May, thieves entered the premises of the Audley builders in Hougherwall Road Audley. 
The offenders broke a window to enter the building and a small amount of cash was stolen.  If anyone has any information 
regarding the offence please contact your local police on: 0300 123 4455. 



The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

Many readers will be aware of the work that the Rotary Club of Audley undertake in our local community.  
However, Rotary as a world-wide organisation participate in many international projects. 
 
For many years, Rotary has worked with the World Health Organisation to eradicate polio.  Since 1985, we 
have contributed $700 million towards eradicating the disease.  Whilst this programme has been very  
successful, there still remain pockets of the disease around the world and our inoculation programme continues.  Recently, 
this has been helped by working with the Bill and Melinda Gates  
Foundation.  The foundation has made large donations which are then 
matched by Rotary. 
 
The Rotary Club of Audley have funded many shelter boxes over the 
years.  These contain emergency provisions including tents, water  
containers and purification tablets, thermal blankets and cooking 
equipment.  This provides immediate relief for displaced families in 
disaster hit areas and is a more tangible way of providing assistance 
than simply donating money.  Many of these boxes were recently  
deployed following the Italian earthquake.  The boxes are kept in  
storage ready to be sent out at short notice and Rotary was one of the 
first voluntary organisations to deploy aid in the area. 
 
As for local activities, the club is working once again with Audley First Responders. In particular, we are looking to assist them 
with the purchase of a new vehicle to help them continue their vital service.  We are also working closely with our local 
schools. Madeley High participated in our Young Chef competition and the winner went forward into the district competition. 
Both Madeley High and Chesterton Community College are entering our Young Innovator competition.  Whilst we will also be  
presenting Young Improver awards to local primary schools. 

 

Our sports activities have been less successful of late.  After a 
good run in the district quiz competition, we failed to make the 
next round and a similar fate fell to our Ten- Pin Bowls team. 
However, we now look forward to more success in the cricket 
and crown green bowls competitions. 
 

The picture on the left shows, left to right David Lovatt, David 
Royal, Neil Ginnis and Robert Edwards, standing on the  
finishing line after their 3 Peaks Challenge in 2008, which 
ended at Snowdon in Wales, which help to raise £9,854.42p for  
Sightsavers. 

Pictured to our right are a group of non-Rotarians who were 
organised by past Audley Rotary President Paul Barrow, to 
compete in a Dragon Boat race to help raise funds for Audley 
Rotary’s international project. 
Paul can be seen fourth from the left on the front row and  
International Chairman - Jim MacCabe, can be seen  
standing far right of the back row. 
 

Lastly, we are approaching the end of our rotary year and we 
would like to thank President Geoff Mackey for his excellent 
stewardship during his year and look forward to the new rotary 
year in July. 
Neil Ginnis. Rotary Contacts 
 

Public Relations:   Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net)  Secretary David Royle   (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net) 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
mailto:davidroyle@audley.net�


AUDLEY & DISTRICT W.I. 
 

 

We’ve enjoyed a wonderful start to 2009.  We had a musical evening with Avril Moran and her 
chime bars.  We all had a chime bar each, which represented a note, then we played different 
songs.  What a laugh we had.  Avril Moran is a member of the Trefoil which is the girl guides, as 
an ex-Brownie leader we all felt like girl guides for the evening. 
 

In March we had a brilliant evening with ‘Sam Plank’.  He talked about his life in broadcasting, a very warm 
funny man who has been very brave with his life threatening illness.  You can find him at Focal Radio, but I 
think it’s only on ‘Digital’. 
 

In April we had a visit from ‘Tufty’, who melted my heart.  She was a little border terrier from Alsager Animals 
in Need.  Tufty works by visiting care homes to give comfort to the elderly, apparently she senses those who are 
not well and will stay with them.  A friendly, lovable little dog which made me long for another dog, but  
particularly a border terrier which I’ve always wanted. 
 

We visited Betley Village Hall for our group meeting where the W.Is in our area enjoyed an evening together.  
The Town Crier from Chester was our speaker.  He entered the hall with all his regalia on including his bell 
which was deafening.  But we laughed until tears were running down our faces, an exceptional evening. 
 

We are now looking forward to our group outing to Sudleigh Hall in July. 
 

In April a few of us enjoyed a ramble through Mill Dale to look at the bluebells, finishing at the new Wagon & 
Horses (ex Potters Lodge) where we had a really enjoyable meal.  We can recommend it. 
 

Have you got your ticket for the 40th Anniversary at Audley Theatre?  Really looking forward to it.  If you fancy 
the W.I. the last Thursday in the month at St James Church Hall – 7.15.  For details you’ll find a poster in 
‘Naughty but Nice’. 



 

      Tree Surgery Service 
 

         (N.P.T.C. Qualified) 
 

          Pruning / Felling (Large or Small trees)  
 

       Conifer hedges topped / Hedge cutting specialist. 
 

                      General Garden Maintenance  
 

For FREE quotations call: (James Speed ) 
 

Mobile: 07747 030858  or 01630 647619 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILLOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

Widest range of  greetings cards  
in the area 

 

Se our new range of Ladies & Gents 
Watches. 

 

+ Home delivery News Papers 
Extended range of magazines  
Confectionery  /  Dry Cleaning  

 Stationery  /  Lottery 
 

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 
Tel: 01782 720323 

Please support your local independent shops. 

 

“Absolute Beauty” 
 

Your Audley Mobile Beauty Specialist 
 

       To make an appointment please 

      Contact Julia 07930508769 
 

Manicures / Pedicures/ Facial /Eyelash / Eyebrow tinting 
Body waxing / Bridal & Special occasion packages. 

Audley Gardening Club. 

As Editor of the Audley Community News, I would like to thank all 
concerned at the Gardening Club, for the donation we have  
received, after the closure of the club. 
The lost of the club is a blow to our community. 
A special thank you must go to Mrs Glynis Sylvester who provided 
the magazine with its reports.  

Halmer End Institute Funding 
I have recently spoken to County Councillor Eddie 
Boden, who was hopeful that in the region of £60,000 of 
grant funding will be coming soon to the Institute for a 
much needed refurbishment. 
We hope to have more news in our next issue.  Editor. 

The Winds of change blowing in Bignall End 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This could be the start of trends to come as we see attached to the 
gable end of a local bungalow in Bignall End is a Wind Turbine.  What 
are your thoughts, would you like one near your home? 



Where you can find the Newsletter 
 

 
AUDLEY CO-OP PHARMACY CHURCH STREET 

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
AUDLEY LIBRARY  

AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS OCCASIONS 

AUDLEY DENTAL SURGERY 
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 

BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEYS, CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

F BOONS CLOTHES STORE CHURCH STREET  

 G K MOTORSPORT 
        CHESTER ROADCHESTER ROAD  

AUDLEY SOT 
 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

Brakes, Clutches, Tuning. 
For most makes & models 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

Answers to the Sports Quiz 
 

1. Water Polo 
2. Baseball 
3. Swimming 
4. Emlyn Hughes 
5. 22 
6. Polo 
7. William Webb Ellis Trophy 
8. Coventry City 
9. Esher 
10. U.S. Masters 
11. Switzerland 
12. John Surtees 

Bulls Head Public House 
We have been asked by an 
Audley resident if any of 
our readers have any  
information or  
photographs about the  
former Bulls Head Public 
House which was situated 
on Nantwich Road in 
Audley. 
 

Please send any  
information to the Editor at 
the usual address. 

Heathcote Road / The Craft & Miles Green 
 

Audley History Society are appealing for any old  
photographs and information with regards to Heathcote  
Road, The Craft and Miles Green. 
If you have any details or photographs please either contact 
the Society or  the Editor of the Audley Community News.  
All photographs will be returned after being copied. 
To contact the Editor:  Tele 01782 721565 

Email: audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 

AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AGM  2009 
 

You probably didn’t attend this meeting, but you might like to 
know a few details. 
New officers: Chair- Ron Bourne 
                       Vice-Chair – Bernard Bradshaw 
                       Booking secretary – John Hargreaves. (Lynne 
Hargreaves, who has stepped down, regretfully, because of 
ill-health, was thanked for her hard work.) 
 

Spring Cleaning and decoration has been done. 
Audley & District Website is coming on.  Why not visit it if you 
are a prospective user! 
Although fundraising is “on the up” and there is money in the 
bank, the treasurer did point out that, as always, more regular 
users are needed and more funds need to be raised. 
You can read the minutes in full at Audley Library and on the 
Community Centre notice board. 

Email adcc@hotmail.co.uk 

The Plough Inn 
2 Ravens Lane Bignall End ST7 8PS 

 

Every Sunday Cheese Night 7pm. 
Taste some weird & wonderful cheese. 

Simply bring  some of your own favourites for us to taste. 
 

******************** 

Monday 8th June 
Steak Night 

Enjoy a succulent steak with all the trimmings including a 
pint of Original or a small glass of Wine. 

******************** 

Saturday 13th June 
70/80’s Night Disco 

******************** 

Saturday 25th July 
Beach Party / Fun & Cocktails 

Please ask at the bar to book a place on one of these themed nights 
Or call 01782 720469 for more details 



GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR LOCAL GROUPS 
 

Below is a list of grants available from within the Borough Council for the next 12 months for different activities and projects. 
 

COMMUNITY CHEST AWARDS 
 

This is a pot of money available through the Parish Council for many types of projects taking place in our Parish.  In the past 
money has gone to the Scouts, Community Groups, Community Centres and many more organisations to help with either a 
refurbishment project, or special activity.  Maximum grant allowed £1,000.  Contact the Parish Clerk for application forms. 
 

CULTURAL GRANTS 
 

This is for any project that is promoting the arts, concerts etc.  It cannot be awarded to individuals.  Maximum grant allowed 
£1,200.  This is administered through the Borough Council (tel.  717717). 
 
SPORTING GRANTS 
 

As the title says this is for requests for Sport funding.  This is available to teams, individual persons and schools, for help with 
special training sports kit etc.  Contact point again is the Borough Council (tel. 717717), although it is awarded through the 
Sports Council. 
 

GREEN GRANTS 
 

If you have a project that will enhance the environment in which we live and help to sustain the community try this grant.  
Awards have been given in the past for plants, trees and benches within a community setting.  Maximum award £250.   
Contact point tel. 717717 
 

GENERAL SMALL GRANTS 
 

This is a general catchall type of grant.  If what you want to do does not fit in any of the above grants, make enquiries as to if 
this would suit your project.  As the title says this is for small grant applications, maximum £5,000.  Contact (tel. 717717) 
 

BARRACKS TRUST 
 

This is a trust fund that has been around for years, but had only recently become available for the whole of the Borough.  Has 
a wide remit for types of projects, however it must be a project and not running costs.  No maximum grant quoted.  Contact  
Borough Council, Mike Jeffries 742221 for application forms. 
 
The grants on the above list are available to any community groups who are a structured group and have a bank account.  
The only grants available to an individual are the Sports Grant and the Barracks Trust. 
Most have rules as to how often applications can be made.  Although I have tried to quote the maximum grant where  
applicable it is not often the ceiling figure is granted, as the Borough is a large area with lots of organisations to help. 
 
If you want any further help or information on these or any other grants contact: 

Dylis Cornes  e.mail dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk  or tel. 720289 
 
Grants can only be applied for before the project has started, and not retrospectively. 

F.BOON OUTFITTERS       

50,52,54 Church Street Audley Stoke on Trent Staffs.  
 

                                                Tel:01782 - 720300   
FOOTWEAR 

 

Wide Range Of Elmdale Shoes 
Gents Trainers and Trekkers 
Extensive Stocks of Ladies & 

Gents Padders Brand  
Comprehensive Range Of Ladies 

And Gents Slippers 

MENSWEAR & 
LADIES FASHION 

 

Gents Cardigans, Pullovers by Gabicci 
Gents Farah Trousers 

Shirts By Peter England  
Large Selection Of Ladies Skirts, 

Jumpers ETC 
Ladies And Gents Underwear 

20% Discount on everything 

20% Discount on everything 

Sale Now On 

mailto:dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk�


Audley New Health Centre 
Church Street Audley 

New Opening Times 
 

Monday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Tuesday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

 Wednesday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm                   

  Thursday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

  Friday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Youth Club Audley Methodist Church 
Kids from 7 to 11s  

Wednesday Night 6pm -7.15pm.  Admission 50p Includes a drink. 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 

Car Boot & Table Top Sale 
 

Audley & District Community Centre 
New Road Audley SoT. 

 

8.00am until 12 noon. 
 

6th June 2009 
4th July 2009 

1st August 2009 

To Book 
Tel 07762285315 

Or 
07946657128 

Indoor £7.00 
Outdoor £6.00 

Setting up from 
7.30am.  

Audley Library 
Hall Street Audley 

Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 
 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

 

Please 
Give 
Us 

Your 
Details 

For 
Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

 
Audley Male Voice Choir 

2009 Concert Diary. 
 

Saturday June 6th 
Daneside Theatre Congelton. 

 
Saturday July 18th 

Whitegate Church Winsford. 
 

Saturday September 12th 7.00pm 
St Cross Church Knutsford. 

 
Sunday October 18th 
Concert Victoria Hall 

Wingate Band. 
 

Saturday October 31st 
Parish Church Eccleshall. 

 
Saturday November 14th 

Methodist Church Congleton. 
 

The Choir rehearses in the Audley 
Methodist Church 7.30pm every  

Thursday Evening. 
 

For more details regarding concerts: 
Telephone 01782 720568 

 
To listen to the Choir visit our web site 

 

www.admvc.co.uk  

Forthcoming Events  
Halmer End Methodist Church 

 

Sunday 14th June 2009 
“Open Air” Songs of Praise on the land opposite the Methodist 
Church in High Street, Halmer End at 3 00pm.   
Music to accompany the hymns will be provided by the Audley 
Brass Band. 
 

Sunday 9th August 2009 
A “Minnie Pit” Memorial Service is being held in the chapel at  
3 00pm.  The preacher for this special service will be a former 
chaplain to industry, Rev Alex Brown from the Longton Mission. 

Coming soon to your local library 
 

Children's Summer Reading Game 
 

Contact library for more details 
Tel: 01782  720527 

Audley.library@staffordshire.gov.uk 



Bateswood Nature Reserve 
 

If you are one of the many people who enjoy a walk around  
Bateswood Nature Reserve, the Halmer End Wildlife Trust may 
well need your help in the near future. 
 

Proposals for a new circular bridle path around the Reserve have 
been raised again 

and a feasibility study has already been carried out. 
If these plans go forward for local consultation can we count on 

your support to fight it? 
 

The trust objectives are: 
To work in partnership with the local authority to support the care, enhancement and protection of the flora and 
fauna giving priority to wildlife and nature conservation and to encourage the use of Bateswood for the public’s 
quiet enjoyment and appreciation of nature. 
 

It is our belief that the Borough Council should re-affirm its original policy to keep Bateswood as a Nature 
reserve. 
The Trust will be holding its next meeting at the Halmer End Workingmen's Club on Tuesday 9th June 2009 
at 7pm.  Everyone will be most welcome. 
For more information please contact either: 
Ike Williams Tel: 01782 721174  or  Mary Turner Tel: 01782 721503 
 

We have to report that one of the white geese on the Reserve had to be humanely put down after being  
attacked on its nest of 5 eggs by a dog, which was allegedly being goaded on by its owner.  A passing member 
of the public collected the bird with its eggs and took the blood soaked goose and contacted the RSPCA. 
Unfortunately they were unable to save the goose and it was revealed by an x-ray thats its body contained 5 air 
rifle pellets.  We appeal to all members of the public who walk the Reserve to report any acts of destruction to 
either the Wildlife or the Reserve to the local police. 

An Evening with Bobby Ball 
A fun evening with a serious message was enjoyed by a large number of people 
from the locality at the Audley Theatre in the company of the comedian Bobby Ball 
(of Cannon and Ball fame) on Friday 27th February. 
Bobby told of how he started his working life as a welder.  It was while working as a 
welder he met Tommy Cannon which led to the formation of the well loved long  
lasting comic duo known as Cannon and Ball. 
In 1986, at the height of his professional career, Bobby became a Christian.  
Through his comedic talents and references to events in his life he told of how he 
now spends much of his time sharing his faith at events and churches around the 
country. 
Bobby said  “I want to show people that being a Christian isn’t boring.  In fact it is just the opposite, it’s great!” 
He spoke on very real issues in simple ways that were easily understood and his enthusiasm for God shone throughout the evening as 
he shared the details of his life and faith.  The photographs shows left to right David Rowley, Rev John Palmer, Rev Jenny McGregor, 
Bobby Ball and Robert Plat at the Audley Theatre.      Halmer End Methodist Church 



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

              High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

 

G & L.J. Fairbank & Sons. 
 

Seasonal Baskets, Bedding Plants & Container Plants 
 

Perennials ▲Shrubs ▲ 
            Pool End Farm Nursery 
                      Leycett Lane 
           Leycett Newcastle Saffs 
                        ST5  6AN     Tel: 01782  624399 

Opening of new score building for 
Bignall End Cricket Club 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
On Sunday the 3rd May it was smiles all round at the Bignall 
End Cricket Club, when club Chairman John Harrison invited 
members and guests to the opening of their new Score Box. 
The building had been under construction for a couple of years, 
but the finishing touches were now complete.  John then  
reminded all that attended the opening of the first Score board 
consisting of old railway sleepers and a tin plate, which was 
then followed by one in the 1950s operated by the late John 
Taylor and Stan Brassington. 
John spoke of how proud the club was to have such excellent facilities which had been provided by so many sponsors to the 
club.  A special mention was made to the Riley family who had cleared the site for the construction, the Litchfield family for 
providing the security system, Arthur Burgess for his donation and Frank Shufflebotham for donating the clock.   
Riley & Sons of Halmer End provided the club with tons & tons of soil and several others provided various bits and pieces the 
construction required.  John then reminded the gathering that without the master builders, Richard Horne and his two main 
assistants Michael Kirkham and the late Bill Maloney ( not bad for an 80 year old) who had humped bricks, timber and  
cement for over 14 weeks and the many unsung heroes with out their help no Score Box would be now standing.  John then 
passed over the opening ceremony to Mrs Pat Peachey, Bill Maloney’s daughter. 
Pat, said it was so special for her to be back in Bignall End to see at first hand all the hard work that had gone on at the club 
which included the improved tea room and newly constructed Score Box. 
She spoke saying, Bignall End Cricket Club goes back a long way and had a special place in her heart and that the new  
improvements showed just how committed the club was to investing in the future.  Pat recalled her time as a child assisting 
her aunty Phyllis to score at some of the cricket matches and how important it was to get the scores correct, as you would 
soon hear a moan from the crowd if you got it wrong.  Pat ended in saying Bignall End has now one of the best Score Boxes 
in the area and it was a great honour to declare it now open.   



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

  TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO MOST 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

For all your repairs or to 
make an Mot appointment 

call: Craig. 01782 720333  

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley SoT 

Logs for 
Sale 

 

Let us supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a  large 
 

selection of  
 

‘Fancy Goods’ 

 

“For All Occasions” 
Florist Card & Gift Shop 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion 

We Specialise in all  
Funeral flowers with 100% 

Care & Attention 
 

Order your Flowers & Bouquets early 
Chocolates, Gifts & Toys. 
Gifts for ‘Fathers Day’ 

Sunday June 21st. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 
 

Tele: 01782 720060  Free local delivery 

Coal for 
Sale 

Summer Bedding Plants Now available 
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