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Audley Co-op pharmacy staff 
Flying high for Charity  

Audley Co-op Pharmacy staff seen above dressed 
as Air Hostesses and Captain on Children In Need 
Day.  With the help from local residents who  
donated raffle prizes and gave donation they raised 
a massive £344.00. 
The Pharmacy staff have asked the Newsletter to 
pass on their gratitude to everyone who made a  
donations or bought the raffle tickets, making this a 
most successful day for good causes. 
 

The photograph above shows the Pharmacy staff 
from Left to right: Kerry, Julie, Laura, Gail, Gemma, Tracy 
and Lorriane with Captain for the day, Aqeel.    

Parish welcome to PC Rob Dolman. 
After the recent retirement of PC George Heppell, we wish to welcome and introduce to the people of the  
parish our new Community Police officer Rob Dolman.  Rob, who was born in Chesterton, entered the  
police force as a Police Cadet in 1986 and has served as a Police officer throughout the county of  
Staffordshire for the past 23 years.  Rob, whose last area of policing was in Talke Pits, is now responsible 
for the Alsagers Bank, Audley, Bignall End, Halmer End & Wood Lane areas.   
If you require to contact the Police in an emergency Tele:  999 - Non-emergency Tele: 0300 123 4455 

If you wish to contact Rob on non- emergency matter or leave a message Tele: 0300 123 2345  0 (3960) 



Editor.  A Very Happy & Prosperous New Year to all of our readers, I do hope everyone enjoyed the  
festive season. 
We at the Newsletter now look forward to a new beginning as we go into 2009 and we all hope that the next 
twelve months can bring everyone some good cheer after the dismal few months we have had, having to contend  
with the turmoil of our financial issues that the country is going through. 
Don’t let’s kid ourselves into thinking it’s just us in GB that are suffering financially.  I have spoken to a      
number of readers from different parts of the world who say they are also feeling the pinch too.  We all have to 
tighten our belts and hopefully there is a ray of sunshine just around the corner. 
Looking through our village throughout the festive season it was a sad sight, seeing many of the small shops and 
businesses struggling to survive.  We need you to support our local small businesses and get our parish back on 
track.  The Parish of Audley needs a boost and the only way things will change is if we help ourselves.  We can 
all just sit back and do nothing, but sorry, that’s not the answer.  We need positive action from everyone and I’m 
sure we will be back to the kind of parish we all loved and are proud of.   

Please write in with your views.  Ernie Editor.       

Audley Theatre to Celebrates it’s Ruby anniversary  
‘40’ 

It has finally been decided that the name for the Ruby celebration show to be held at the Audley Theatre will be ‘40’ as this is 
how long the present theatre has been in existence.  Martin Thomas our local parish thespian will be the producer of the 
show, which will consist of 40 years of memories of live entertainment in Audley, but also a celebration of the show biz world.  
There will be sketches, songs, excerpts from some of the plays and pantos etc that we have produced and a look backwards 
to the old Cinema and forwards to a new decade. 
The celebration show will be held from Wednesday 13th May to Saturday 16th May 2009. 
Tickets will be available from the usual contacts and can be collected from the Theatre on a Saturday morning. 
For more details regarding the show or to purchase a ticket please contact Pauline Tele: 01782 720708 or Monica 721588. 
Cost of tickets will be £6.00. 
      

******************************************************************************************************************* 

‘Flaming Success’ to Variety Show at Audley Theatre. 
 

5th of December 2008, was a most successful night of entertainment, produced by local actor Martin Thomas, to help to raise 
funds for the Fire Fighters Charity which was held in the Audley Theatre. 
The night was a total sell out and raised a profit of £1400.00, during an evening of non-stop entertainment.  The audience 
were charmed by the magic of David Sinjen, a professional Magician of world wide renown, then the effervescent comedy of 
the irrepressible Roy Watts, The Mad Farmer and Brian Brindley a Singer Song writer and Fire Fighter from Tamworth. 
Defy Gravity Dance from Tunstall provided explosive and energetic dance routines interspersed with sketches and singing 
from a local talented group from Audley theatre and beyond.  The evening ended with a lively 70s set in which we were  
transported back to the days of ABBA.  The audience were dancing in the aisles to the strains of, I wish it could be Christmas 
and Shaking Stevens classic Merry Christmas Everyone. 
Martin Thomas the producer of the show said that he was highly delighted with the performances and a special thanks had to 
go to his wife Carol who had worked so hard to make the evening a success.  
 

********************************************************************************************************* 

Robin Hood and His Merry Men  
Audley Theatre’s calendar for 2009 opened in January, with a sparkling performance of Robin Hood and His Merry Men. 
I must say how much I so enjoyed the show, I was in tears of laughter from the moment the curtains were raised.  Where on 
earth did Dame Dandelion get all his energy from, played by our own Reg Johnson, who with Corny his son, played by  
Martyn Kerr brought so much laughter from the audiences you could barely follow the script.  Oh! It was a wonderful night of  
excellent entertainment especially when you see all the young stars from around our parish enjoying themselves and giving 
so much pleasure to the paying patrons. 
We were entertained with star studded performances from Georgina Eardley (Robin Hood), Bethany Moulton (Maid Marion), 
Rachel Hopkins (Molly), Jackie Bennett (Fairy Flopdoodle), Bryan Williams (Sir Rupert) Kate Quick (Lady Ammonia  
Sourpuss), Phil Quick (Sheriff of Nottingham), not forgetting (Buttercup the Cow) played by Chelsea Taylor & Heidi Condliffe 
and so many more who gave the audience 3 hours of fun and laugher.  
A special thank you must go to producer Pauline Johnson for her dedication and input into the production and also to the 
backstage team for all their hard work.  An extra special thank you to everyone involved in the production.  Excellent night.  



                                             Girl Guides  Information supplied by Clive Millington 

The Girl Guide Association was founded in 1910 by Robert Baden-Powell (the founder of the Boy Scouts in 
1908) and his sister Agnes. Rosebud Guides (later Brownies) were formed in 1914 and Ranger Guides in 1917. 
A much later addition, Rainbow Guides, were formed in 1987. Rainbow Guides are aged 5-7, Brownies 7-10 and 
Guides 10-14. On a Guide’s 14th birthday she can join a Senior Section, which includes Rangers and Young 
Leaders, and can continue being a member until her 26th birthday.  They are all led by Adult Leaders known as 

Guiders.  The Guide Motto is “Be prepared” and the Brownie motto is “Lend a Hand”.  The Guide 
and Brownie Promise is “I promise that I will do my best to love my God, to serve the Queen and my 
country, to help other people and to keep the Guide [or Brownie] Law”.  The first Chief Guide, 
appointed in 1918, was Olave, wife of Robert Baden-Powell.  The Girl Guide Association was  
re-named The Guide Association in 1994 and in 2002 became Girlguiding UK in this country. 

The first recorded Guides in the Audley area 
were formed in 1944 by sisters Barbara and Joan 
Norman in Audley village.  It is not known how 
long they continued.  The next recorded Guides 
were the 1st Audley Brownie Pack, formed 14th 
September 1973.  Their founders, encouraged by 

Barbara and Ken Jones, were Margaret 
Tarrant and Joan Brassington.  A 
sponsored balloon race was held to 
launch the foundation of the Pack.  The 
photo shows members of that first 
Brownie Pack. 

On 1 March 1975 the 1st Audley Guide Company was formed.  The Guide Guider was Jackie Hall and her 
assistant was Barbara Jones.  The Guides and Brownies were then part of the Newcastle Division but in April 
1978 a new Division, Audley District, was formed.  This covered Alsagers Bank, Audley, Bignall End, 
Chesterton, Halmer End and Wood Lane.  The first District Commissioner was Barbara Jones. During her 10 
years in office she produced annual reports and put together a collection of photographs which have left an 
insight into the Guide movement during those years.  

1978-79: The District consisted of 5 Brownie Packs, 3 Guide Companies and 1 Ranger Unit. The first Ranger 
investiture took place in April 1978.  In June, a Friends of Guides Group was formed, the aim of which was to 
support the uniformed members by financial and other support.  In the summer a District Brownie Revels was 
held at Wood Lane School.  The theme was gypsies and suitably attired Brownies made paper flowers, peg dolls 
etc. World Camp was held during a windy weekend at Maer.  At Christmas the Brownies went to their party and 
were entertained by a puppet show.  Wood Lane Brownies went to the Douglas Macmillan Home with a 
donation, presents, carols etc. Chesterton Guides visited O.A.P.’s at Grove House and sang carols. 

1979-80: In May the Handicapped Adv. Miss Marsh 
came to accept a gift of cash raised by 1st and 2nd 
Guides for International Year of the Child.  A coach 
went to the service to mark the Year at Lichfield 
Cathedral (see photo).  Some of the Brownie Units 
contributed to the Radio Link for Deaf Children and 
the Guide Unit raised money for the handicapped 
Guides.  £45 was raised for Oxfam using Lego Build-
a-Village Scheme and the Rangers raised cash to 
purchase Christian books and other 
literature to donate to Guide centres in the 
U.K.  



Short Steps to Success for Corey. 
 

We all know what most lads of ten have on their minds, football and going out 
with their mates.  Well that wasn't the case for Corey Culverwell of Chapel Street 
Bignall End.  Corey had itchy feet but not for football, he just loved to dance. 
From the first moment he could remember, he just loved to listen to the music 
and watch the artists dancing on the many videos and DVDs his parents would 
play at his home in Chapel Street.  He would sit watching for hours and rewind 
them and start to dance to the music.  He just loved to dance. 
 

In 2006, his parents decided to enrol Corey into the Fahrenheit School of Dance 
in Fenton where Mitch Clarke is the teacher. 
It was quite obvious as soon he stepped on to the dance floor that he was  
something special and within three months of joining he was invited to join the 
well-known Signal Hot Shots dance group.  Corey decide that his forte was 
Street & Breakdance.  He was just a natural when he heard the music playing. 
In August 2006 Corey entered a competition at the Blackpool Winter Gardens 
with entries from all over the world and he manage to get into the last ten  
dancers in final dance off. 
 
In only his second competition in 2007, Corey came first in the under 12 – new-

comer Midlands Streetdance competition at the Kings Hall Stoke.  This after qualifying to join the UDO ( United Dance  
Organisation) a recognised body which allows you to enter all competitions and World Championships. 
In August 2008 Corey entered the World Championship held in the Winter Gardens Blackpool, where Corey was one of 84 
dancers competing for the crown.  Also dancing at this event were two other local parish girls Keisha & Shanice Harris who 
entered the Intermediate Duo section. 
What a night of success when Corey became Under 12 Intermediate World Champion and Keisha & Shanice also took 
first spot in their group.  Fantastic success for the Audley Parish Youth. 
 

During the World Championship at Blackpool, Corey was spotted by one of the judges Kate Prince who has a dance  
academy called ZooNation based in London.  Corey’s parents were approached by Kate who was very interested in taking 
him to her academy to join her dance group as he stood out, having so much potential.  ZooNation is a very well known 
dance academy throughout the dancing world, which provides many of the dancing groups to well-known stage and star acts. 
This academy also provides many of the dancers who may be seen on World Wide musical Videos and DVDs.  
Corey’s parents decided to let Corey follows his dreams, even though it means so many sacrifices, having to travel every  
Saturday from Audley to London and back to allow him to become a member of the academy group. 
Even though Corey had only been attending the London studios for just a few 
weeks, in October 2008 he was one of two dancers chosen to dance on a DVD.  
Fortunately after a dance-off Corey was chosen to dance for a DVD  
produced by Dj Spankox who is a top Italian DJ and was producing a new  
Elvis Presley DVD for Sony, with the song ‘Blue Moon of Kentucky’ which 
was filmed in Southend. 
This DVD has now been released and can also be seen on Utube by typing in 
Elvis Presley Verse Dj Spankox Blue Moon of Kentucky.  All this from a lad 
from our village.  How proud his parents and family must be. 
The ironic thing that’s come out of this young lad’s success is that Audley has 
now its own new Dance Class, which has recently been open in the Peak  
Pursuits building, the former Old Audley Council Offices.  Shanice Harris is the 
dance teacher and would welcome new members to all of her classes. 
 

Tuesday  Adults 7pm-8pm (Cost £3.50) 
 

Wednesday 11 to 16 year old 6pm-7pm (Cost £3.00) 
 

Saturday 3 to 7 year old 10.30am-11.15am (Cost £3.00) 
 

Saturday 7 to 11 year old 11.30am to 12.30 noon (Cost £3.00) 
 

For more details with regards to the Dance Class please contact Shanice at: 
07931554326.     



Thank you. 
 

Dear Editor 
May I through your letters column extend my most 
grateful thanks to my wonderful friends and also family 
members who were on hand recently to offer and  
supply such needed help. 
Your efforts have been truly appreciated by my wife 
June and myself. 
Thank you all so very much. 
 

Derrick Bate. 

Readers Letters. Dear Editor 
USE US OR LOSE US: 
 

It was not that many years ago that Audley had three 
banks, two greengrocers, several butchers, two hardware 
stores…..the list goes on.  When the last shop closed in 
Wood Lane there was an outcry but sadly the fact is that if a 
shop does not have enough customers it inevitably closes. 
 

A respected local lady opened a flower/greengrocers last 
year but it closed after only a few months, no doubt  
because people preferred the ’convenience’ of a  
supermarket.  It is sad that many of us are taken in by the 
devious marketing of some of the larger groups.  Why 
should a £4.99 bottle of wine in Bargain Booze suddenly be 
discounted in a Supermarket—half price the banner  
reads- that half of £9.99, an original price I am sure few 
would have paid?  The same for the special offers in the big 
DIY stores–I’m sure Geoff at Horsleys would match the 
price and definitely give you a better service.  The same is 
likely to be true at Scragg & Lunts for your electrical home 
needs. 
 

The village can still offer additionally a well stocked clothes 
shop, a good florist, a sandwich shop, but they all need your 
support, particularly in these ’credit crunch’ times.  We have 
expanded our Newsagents to include competitively priced 
giftware.  Yes please compare with prices in town. 
 

All we ask is that you give a chance to the independent  
village businesses.  We all try to offer personal, professional 
service and can only remain in business if we provide what 
the customer requires.  The Alternative is a drive into town, 
pay for the parking and often get second rate service and 
return to Audley to see the rows of boarded up shops. 
 

Richard Ware Occasions News & Gifts.   

Dear Editor 
At the end of May 2008 my husband Thomas Malkin sadly 
passed away after having suffered a very long traumatic  
illness.  My life was in turmoil not knowing what to do or 
whom to turn to for help.  I found myself  having to arrange a 
funeral.  Who do you chose to bury a loved one? 
With working in the village I had often seen Conrad Mottram 
who had recently brought his Undertaking Business into 
Church Street Audley, I therefore decided to engage him for 
the funeral of my husband. 
My husband’s illness and subsequent death had to be 
brought to the Coroner’s Court for investigation, which 
brought a delay in the funeral arrangements. 
I wish to thank Conrad and his staff as I found them extremely 
helpful and caring at a most difficult time.  I was always kept 
informed and up to date, with the all the relevant details.  
Dealing with the Corner’s Court would have been traumatic 
for me, but Conrad dealt with everything most efficiently. 
It’s never a good time when you lose a loved one, but thanks 
to Conrad and his Funeral Service whom I would highly  
recommend, life was made so much easier by them. 
Kind regards  Jean Malkin.    

Dear Editor. 
 

My husband Tom and myself would like to use your 
publication to express our extreme gratitude to all 
our friends and the people from the Audley & Miles 
Green area who signed our petition or sat in on the  
inquiry at the Newcastle under Lyme Civic Offices 
on the 5th November & 12th December 2008. 
After many years of consultation and then the  
disappointment of having our planning application 
refused, to have that decision overturned has 
brought so much relief to our lives. 
 

Without the help from so many friends and the  
support of the local people, we realised we were in 
for a battle.  Fortunately we won our appeal and we 
would like to thank everyone concerned, as we both 
can now at last retire in peace and comfort 
 

Mabel & Tom James. 
Cottage Farm Miles Green.     

Dear Editor (enquiry by email) 
 

After reading your last issue, I noticed the article written with 
regards to the Audley Ladies Choir and I was most interested 
to see a Margaret Ing as pianist for the choir. 
Would it be possible to ask Margaret if her maiden name was 
Worthington and if her husband was Cedric Ing, I think he 
became a police officer. 
As an ex Parish girl myself, I would like to know if Margaret 
originated from the Alsagers Bank area and if so did she  
attend Halmer End school from around 1942 onwards and is it 
possible to remember me from her school days. 
If in fact she remembers me I would love to rekindle our  
friendship.  My maiden name was Beryl Millett and I  
originated from Tibb Street Bignall End but I now live in  
Manorbier, Pembrokeshire. 
I also would love to speak to Bessie Brockley whom I knew 
from my school days in Halmer End, or anyone who may 
have known me.  Please contact the Editor of the Audley 
Community News, who has my contact details. Beryl. 



Dear Editor. 
For many years, people of Miles Green have been  
campaigning to have a Bus Stop erected between Rye 
Hills and Station Road opposite the one near to the Miles 
Green Garage. 
It has been over 30 years that myself and a number of 
local residents have on a number of occasions  
approached the local Councillors and Bus Companies. 
On the 12th of December 2008 we final received our bus 
stop which will now enable the senior citizens and  
disabled to be in walking distance of local transport. 
I would like to take this opportunity to express my  
gratitude to all those caring people who gave us the 
much needed support to ensure the installation of the 
new Bus Stop. 
Yours sincerely  Mrs E Lawton Miles Green. 

Dear Editor. 
                    I now live in Bexhill-on-Sea in Sussex, but I often sit and think about my times when living in the  
parish of Audley.  My thoughts turn to those exciting Saturday night dances I went to as a teenager, which were 
held at the Bignall End Cricket Club, so many fond memories. 
I also recall the Youth Club I belonged to in the mid-late 1940’s.  These were held at the Ravensmead School and 
in the summer time we went on the coach trips to places in Wales and also visits to Chester. 
As a very young child I recall walking to Mill Dale in Barthomley Road.  This would always be on Good Friday, 
Hot Cross bun day.  We would be clutching some sandwiches and probable a bottle of Tizer pop. 
We would always paddle in the little stream and then off to climb Jacobs Ladder.  It was a ‘magical’ place for 
me at that time, we so enjoyed our times then in those hot summer months. 
There is one thing as a young child during the War I can’t ever forget and that was when we went to the local 
farms to do the potato picking, an experience that I will never forget. 
Yours sincerely Betty Cope Sussex.  

 

Prima 200 Foundation donates £2500 to local causes. 
 

Prime Foundation is a charity established by Prime PLC, to donate grants supporting local community projects in the areas in 
which they are, or have built new developments.  Audley received a new Health Centre in 2007 built by Prime PLC, who have 
been established since 1995 to bring state of the art buildings to deprived areas.  Prime Foundation is the charitable arm of 
Prime PLC which provides a grant of £2500 to each of its developments to distribute throughout its local community each 
time a new development is completed. 
 

Application forms were available at the Audley Health Centre reception from the end of January and had to be completed by 
the 20th February, for the attention of practice manager Julie Stokes. 
Any individual or group with a local project that meets one or more of the Foundation’s aims in contributing to education,  
fitness or wellbeing, from school equipment to tree planting and from day trips to support groups are invited to apply.       

The Diary of Leddy’s Field. 
Les Foster, our local Leddy’s field Park Ranger tells us just 
how the well established nature reserve is flourishing. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The photograph shows how the pool has started to over 
grow with reeds and needs urgent maintenance. 

Les, reads from his diary, 31st October 2008, 8.30am:  It’s a cold frosty morning, ice covering most of the pond but sufficient 
for a pair of Mallard ducks to enjoy.  I recall seeing one of the ducks in the early spring with what I thought was a broken wing, 
but after being inspected by the RSPA I was told it may have been a condition called Angel Wing where their feathers are 
very widely spread and won’t work for flying.  November, Bessie his wife sees a Weasel sitting near to the seats in Hall Street 
and two pairs of Ducks and a pair of Moorhens but no sign of the two baby Moorhens we saw in September, far too late in the 
season to survive the winter cold.  On November 5th we see Magpies again, with a Kestrel hovering overhead, it must have 
been checking on the 5 long tailed Tits and a Blackbird that could be seen close by. 
December brings a Heron which joins the Mallard Ducks on the pond.  We are then visited by a flock of 20 Canada Geese as 
they fly overhead.  In early December the Mallards have gone but we see a pair of Goldfinches and a Kingfisher visiting the  
reserve.  January brings back the Canada Geese but this time they settle on the pond, which are joined by a Heron and also 
the return of the Moorhens.  We have a visit from a fox checking the wooded area for an early morning meal.  Our reserve is 
now inhabited by so many species, it’s a wondrous place to check out the local wildlife.         



Death of former school teacher 
Agnes Patricia Spode (Pat) 
 

On Wednesday the 19th of November 2008, Pat Spode as she was known throughout the parish sadly passed away after a 
battle with illness.  Pat who lived in Alsagers Bank, was a former parish school teacher and was a very highly respected 
member of the Audley & District History Society.  If it was information with regards to local history, or a question or details 
with regards to families from the parish, Pat was always on hand to provide the answers if it was possible to find them.    
A Tribute made to Pat at a very recent Audley & District History Society Event was as follows. 
 

Many of you will already know that Pat Spode our elder of the Society passed away on the 19th of November.  She had been 
ill for some time and knew that her condition was inoperable but she accepted it without fear and began to put her affairs in 
order.  She was soon ridding out, tidying up and making sure that her effects were disposed of in the correct way.  Many of us 
couldn’t believe how calmly she was able to go about this, but Pat was a matter of fact lady and knew that if she didn’t do it 
others would have to. 
 

Her concern for the Society was uppermost in her mind, in fact she urged us to find a successor whilst she was still able to 
help with the transition.  Christine Huxley took over, not without some trepidation, as we all know that Pat is a hard act to  
follow.  Pat spent time with her and gave her some ground rules to follow-----i.e. don’t give too much away----direct and   
encourage by all means--------people should use the books not the internet to find out for themselves---and so on.  Although 
Pat was in charge of the computer and was very competent with her EMAILS and research she maintained that nothing could 
take the place of research from the actual history book.  This was a view that she expressed quite forcibly at times.  When 
Miss Spode spoke we stood to attention and listened, she was not afraid to speak her mind. 
 

I got to know Pat some years ago on joining the Society, and soon came to realize that beneath the school ma’am exterior 
was a person of warmth and humour who liked to take a prominent part in all that was going on in the Society.  Though I must 
admit that we couldn’t persuade her to wear a Trafalgar T-shirt a few years ago! 
 

I saw Pat at a meeting and realized that things were getting worse for her, she had asked to be allowed to help with  
addressing the Christmas cards and she managed about a quarter before she had to give in. 
We shall all miss Pat, she leaves a tremendous gap in the Society and a lot of local knowledge has gone with her.  She was 
born and bred in Alsagers Bank and knew all that there was to know about that locality, but, strangely knew very little about 
Bignall End or Woodlane because, as a child she never went there even though they were on her doorstep. 
Pat’s funeral was held at the Bradwell Crematorium on Thursday 27th November 2008.  Please accept our condolences. 

 

Edith Mayer  
 

Suddenly on the 23rd of December 2008, at the NSRI Edith  
Andruckowicz (nee Mayer), loving wife of the late Maciej, of 
West Field Avenue Audley sadly passed away.  Edith, aged 
77, leaves loving daughter Lynn, son Mark, ever loving  
grandson Jack and brothers Kenneth & Sidney. 
Edith lived all her life in the parish of Audley and worked in 
the Pottery industry as a girl, then going on to work at the 
Radway Green factory Alsager and finally took up a number 
of part time job which ended with being a valued member of 
the cleaning staff at the Audley Workingmen's club for a 
number of years.  After her retirement, she would always be 
seen on bingo night at the Audley Club were she had so 
many friends and always had a kind word to everyone she 
met.  The funeral was held on Friday 9th January 2009 
which was such a cold day, but her loss was shown by the 
large congregation which gathered at St James Church 
Audley to pay their respects to this lovely lady.  Edith was 
interned with her late husband Maciej in St James’  
Churchyard.  The final tribute was paid by a lone piper 
James Frazier who played tributes to honour her death. 
 

To Edith’s family and friends please accept our  
condolences.  Edith, you will always be in our hearts.   

Edna May Bourne 
On the 3rd of January 2009 at the North Staffordshire Royal 
Infirmary, Edna May Bourne aged 83 years sadly passed 
away after a long illness.  Edna, of Ravens Lane Bignall End, 
was the loving wife of Ron, mother to John, Angela, Dave, 
Lesley, Gary and Lorraine and the dearest nana to all her 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
Edna was a former owner of the Bignall End Fish and Chip 
shop and was a very well respected member of our  
community, who will be sadly missed by all her family and 
friends.  Please accept our condolences at this sad time.  

Nancy Johnson 
Suddenly on the 14th January 2009 at the NSRI in the  
presence of her loving family, Nancy aged 92 year of Queen 
Street Audley peacefully passed away. 
Nancy was a keen gardener and flower arranger, who won  
numerous cups and trophies for her unique arrangements. 
She also gave many hours of her time at St James’ Church,  
cleaning the brasses and arranging the flowers. 
Nancy was the devoted mother of four children, adored  
grandmother to seven and loving great nana to six boys. 
Her family wishes to thank her good friends and neighbours 
who showed her kindness over the past few months and a  
special thank you to Doris and John Fox.  Edwyna Gibson. 



Arthur Clarke 
Sadly on the 13th of November 2008, Arthur Clarke aged 74 
years, after a battle with illness passed away at his home in  
Ravens Lane Bignall End.  Arthur was the dearly beloved 
husband of wife Margaret, devoted father of Victoria and  
loving grandfather of Rebecca. Arthur will be sadly missed by 
his family and friends.  To wife Margaret and all Arthur’s  
family and friends please accept our condolences.  

 

Annie Williams 
On the 2nd January 2009, Annie Williams of Ravens Close  
Bignall End, sadly passed away aged 89 years.  Annie was 
the wife of the late Arthur, a loving mother to Bryan, Carol, 
Doris & Derek and adored grandmother, great-grandmother 
and friend to many. 
Annie and Arthur were very keen cyclists and would often ride 
to Rhyl and back in a day, enjoying every turn of the wheel. 
Her love for swimming continued into the late1980s and she 
had been a member of the Cossacks Swimming Club. 
Annie loved to travel and in 1985 with sister Bertha, went on a 
trip to Australia, to a Williams family gathering. 
She loved to attended the local church with friend Beattie and 
was always on the lookout for Fair-trade produce to share 
with her family.  
The funeral was held at the Methodist Church New Road   
Bignall End on the 8th of January, followed by internment in 
the cemetery.  Annie will be sadly missed by her family and 
friends but never will she be forgotten.  

John Colclough 
John, aged 57 years of Hope Street Bignall End, peacefully 
passed away at the NSRI on Sunday the 19th January 2009 
after a long battle with illness.  John, who was a self employed 
plumber known as John “the gas”, leaves loving partner Sue, 
mother Joan, son Jonathan and daughter Zoe.   
The funeral was held at the Bradwell Crematorium on Monday 
2nd February.  Tributes were shown by so many of his friends 
and family who a packed the Crematorium, to show just how 
much John will sadly be missed by so many.  

Philip John Jaques (Phil) 
 

Suddenly on the 4th of January 2009 at his home in Boyles 
Hall Bignall End Phil Jaques sadly passed away.  Phil, aged 
57 years, was the devoted husband to Sue, loving father of 
Anna and Sophie, dearest brother, brother-in-law, father-in-
law and uncle. 
Phil was a best mate to Jack and a very good friend to 
many people in and around the parish. 
 

Phil was also a very popular and valued member in the  
Baritone section of the Audley Male Voice Choir. 
He was a long serving member and had recently been 
awarded a 25 years service medal. 
Even with his disability Phil would not allow it to get in the 
way of any of the choir commitments, be it choir practice, 
concerts, or visits to other parts of the country to take part in 
concerts or competitions and often gave a solo performance 
as part of the evenings entertainment.  Phil was also a  
member of the choir party which visited Malta, where the 
choir had been invited to be part of a competition and where 
they had great success when winning the competition. 
 

Phil was a very popular man in the village and would often 
be seen around the parish on his mobile vehicle chatting 
and joking with the locals with his friend Kevin by his side 
often heading for tea or coffee at the Audley St James  
coffee morning or the Audley pensioners hall, then on down 
to the Audley Community Centre. 
Phil was also a very big supporter of the Audley Community 
News and could never wait for it to be out in print, always 
giving us constructive views and excellent support. 
 

The funeral was held on the Monday 20th of January 2009 
at the Methodist Church New Road Bignall End, followed by 
a short service at the Bradwell Crematorium. 
 

Please accept our condolences.  Our thoughts are with you 
at this sad time. 
 

Phil will be sorely missed by all, but never forgotten.  



Ravensmead School Raises £16,000 
To Improve their outdoor environment. 

 
Ravensmead pupils, through their Schools Council, asked Mr Bell, the Headteacher, if it would be possible to have some new 
equipment for lunchtime play activities.  The children were consulted widely in terms of the sort of equipment they needed 
and requested things such as floodlit outdoor heated swimming pools had to be discounted, a slightly more realistic plan was 
hatched. 
 

Working closely with the Friends of Ravensmead, the school’s Parent Teacher Association, the children themselves were 
directly involved in a number of fundraising activities.  These included Non Uniform Days, Coffee Mornings, Sponsored 
Events and family donations.  The friends of Ravensmead and Mr Bell also put together a number of applications for grants.  
Many were successful.  The school is grateful to the Britannia Building Society, Staffordshire County Council through their 
Local Members Scheme, Newcastle Borough Council, Barclays Bank and the Audley Rotarians. 
 

Due to the success of the fundraising, the project was able to expand beyond some equipment for playtime.  Through the 
local firm, H & G Ash Limited, who heavily subsidised their work, the school now benefits from thermoplastic line markings 
throughout, including children’s games, friendship stops, court marking etc.  The children are also currently enjoying  
additional basketball rings, football walls, magnetic games, climbing walls and have storage sheds through the local company 
Wm Riley & Sons Limited.   

The fundraising has also enabled the school to develop two other outdoor areas.  The space between the newly developed 
outdoor Reception area and our Nursery has been developed with new grassed areas, raised border for planting and a range 
of textures for the children to enjoy.  Thanks here to Peter Dale’s landscaping company. 
 

Further work has also been possible to the school’s garden, a project started some months before a successful application for 
money through the Lottery Fund.  All classes now have a raised border for planting and growing, the pathways have been  
redesigned and we look forward to further planned developments in the future to enable more members of the school  
community to enjoy this facility.  Thanks this time should also go to Howard Richardson, Derek Haywood and Mary  
Baskerville for their work in developing this super area. 
 

Ravensmead is an older local building, some of it dating back to 1838 and Mr Bell, the Headteacher is delighted that so many 
members of the school and wider community have worked together to develop further the school’s outdoor environment.  This 
work to date links closely with other school developments such as CCTV cameras, new signage, the completion of the  
replacement of all roofing areas, installation of bike sheds, new ICT Suite and the development of the school’s Nurture Group. 
 

On behalf of all the children at Ravensmead, present and  
future, Mr Bell would like to express his personal thanks to  
everybody involved in this ambitious project. 
Best wishes, Mr David Bell.   
 

Photograph on the right show’s from left to right:  
Mr Bell ( Headteacher ), Mr Bert Proctor ( School Governor ), 
Mrs Samantha Jones ( School Governor and Treasurer) 
Mrs Clare Mason ( Barclays Bank of Friends of Ravensmead ) 
and Mark Ash ( H & G Ash Ltd ), who on Tuesday the 2nd  
December 2008 were being given a tour of the school by Mr 
Bell, to show the completed work. by the contractors and  a tour 
of the newly prepared children's garden area.  
 

Audley Gardening Club Closes. 
 

We are sad to have to report that after more than 40 years of being in existence, the Audley Gardening Club closed at it’s 
final meeting at the Audley & District Community Centre in November 2008. 
It was known that even up to the final days of its existence it had over 30 members who provided an excellent variety of  
demonstrations, slide shows and talks.   
But unfortunately in the end the cost of providing a Speaker at their meetings out-weighed their income. 
 

It has been decided that any residue left in the club funds, would be distributed between a number of local causes, with the 
bulk of the money being donated to The Audley & District First Responders. 



A  MOTHER’S  TALE 
 

Alone by the fireside reading a book 
She stops to reflect on the steps she has took 
During a lifetime of hardship and pain 
Making ends meet feeling wrong to complain. 
 

She raised her young family.  Her hubby at war 
At times trying to reason what was it for? 
And thinking of those who didn’t return 
Still conflicts remain, will man never learn? 
 

Digging for victory growing veg from the soil 
Creating a stew brought to the boil  
With a Rabbit or a Pigeon fresh from the field 
Sought by a neighbour, carefully concealed. 
 

She took hand me down clothes to makeshift and mend 
Begged or scrounged without money to spend 
Survival was foremost, once watered and fed 
Warmth was essential and a roof overhead. 
 

Some secrets remain within her four walls 
Days full of fun she fondly recalls 
When the children were hers if just for a while 
Remembering their laughter brings forth a smile. 
 

Its many years now since hubby passed on 
To make their own nests her children have gone 
But a friend pops in for a drink and a chat 
No one will know how she’s grateful for that. 
 

Life seems so fast there’s just never time 
For the grandkids to visit, now in their prime 
But Christmas is different when she’s spoiled rotten 
Their love shining through shows she’s never forgotten. 
 

Derrick Bate 

 

COUNTRY PURSUIT 
 

A breakfast of porridge, an early start 
Travelling due south to the nation’s heart 
When a frosty morning soon gives way 
To a cold yet crisp fine winter’s day. 
 

Shafts of sunshine pierce roadside trees 
Leafless branches bear berries to please 
Flocks of Fieldfare and Redwing too 
Other feeds now are sadly too few. 
 

A landscape of beauty setting the tone 
Through the vale of Evesham and Cotswold stone 
When a watery sun is surprisingly bright 
On the rolling hills which stretch out of sight. 
 

Horses and hounds hunt on this land 
Their master’s perceived as a ‘Tally Ho band’. 
Disliked and despised by some working class 
Who show much displeasure protesting en masse. 
 

Figures and dolls all suitably dressed 
Wear Victorian clothes or smart Sunday best 
To be seen in small windows of shops on display 
Depicting a style the Dickensian way. 
 

A taste of the country, restaurants reveal 
Much varied menus in the choice of a meal. 
Breast of Partridge or Pheasant for sale 
Mallard and Rabbit, cider and ale. 
 

Late afternoon brings a reddening sky 
A sign and forewarning that evening is nigh 
When traffic, lights glaring, accompanies me 
Until safely home to a nice cup of tea. 
 
Derrick Bate 

Poetry & Rhyme 

 

Apologise for delay in play area closure. 
 

Kevin Philips, acting Chairman of the Children of Audley 
Residents Association, sends their apologies for the  
closure of the play area in Wereton Road Audley, whilst 
work is been carried out.  All efforts to speed up the work 
are now being made by the Association. 
 

Kevin, also wishes to thank Audley Theatre for their  
hospitality during a visit of 40 members of the  
Association including children, to the recent performance 
of Robin Hood and His Merry Men. 
 

********************** 
The Children of Audley Residents Association, would like 
to thank Wendy and all the Church ladies for their  
continued support throughout the past twelve months 
and also a big thank you to the Audley Gardening Club 
for a £50.00 donation.  Kevin Phillips. 



The Queensberry Rules 
To Re-Visit Audley Theatre. 

 
                                                Audley Theatre welcomes back our local group 
                                                Queensbury Rules, it’s just for one night only. 
                                                Tickets are now available for Friday March 27th  
                                                2009. 
                                               Tickets are priced at £6.00 and can be obtained  
                                               from either acousticsqueeze@tiscali.co.uk or by  
                                               calling 01782 720871 or direct from the Theatre. 
  

                                               It is 2 years since they last played at the Audley  
                                               Theatre, when they produced their ‘Black Dog tour’.  The event was a sell out and           
                                                was filmed for release on DVD.  However this has still to be released so the new  
                                                show in March 2009 is also to be filmed and the two to be released as a two disc 
set later this year. 
Queensbury Rules, new album ‘Landlocked’ was released in January 2008 and the band took in a 10 date tour 
of Holland to promote it, followed by an extensive tour of the UK and festival dates in Canada. 
Tracks from the album have been played by both Mike Harding and Bob Harris on BBC 2 and again the album 
features tracks of local interest including ‘The Minnie Pit Disaster’ and ‘Molly Leigh’. 
 

The Audley Theatre date will be one of the last dates to promote the current album before the return to the  
studio in April to record their 6th album– their 3rd for the Cumbrian based Fellside Recordings label. 
 

If you wish to know more about The Queensbury Rules, look at either: 
 

www.thequeensburyrules.com or www.myspace.com/thequeensburyrules. 

Accordions at the Audley Theatre. 
 

The North Staffs Accordion Club has organized something a little different for their concert at the Audley Theatre on Friday 
3rd of April.  It is in fact an accordion and harmonica duet.  The guests are brilliant exponents of their respective instruments 
and the audience can expect an exceptional performance. 
 

Edward Jay, is a graduate of the Yehudi Menuin’s award winning Live Music Now scheme for young 
musicians.  He is a versatile accordionist whose styles encompass Italian, Bluegrass, Argentinean 
Tango, Jazz, French musette, Rock, Pop, Funk, Serbian brass band music, Irish session tunes, Big 
Band Swing, German Polkas, Klezmer and Eastern European Czardas.   

Will Pound is currently a student on the ground breaking Newcastle  
University Folkworks Course and according to Brenda Power ( harmonica  
Player of Riverdance ) is one of the most accomplished young chromatic 
and diatonic harmonica players around. 
 

They have met many times on the festival circuit and have collaborated to produce several new  
recordings whilst developing what could be 
the most exciting sound for “free reed” instru-

ments for some time. 
 

Also appearing will be well-known and versatile local singer Joy Sibley - 
Brookes and the North Staffs Accordion Band both of whom have done 
a great deal for charity.  Joy has a Post-Graduate Diploma and LRAM in 
teaching and performing and has operatic repertoire which includes lead 
roles in  - Tosca, Turandot, Donna Anna, Leonora and others.  She has 
performed operatic arias with the North Staffs Symphony Orchestra. 
 

Tickets cost £5, Concessions £4.50, and available from the Theatre call Steve Hughes on 01782 822478 or email: 
accordions@northstaffsaccordionclub.c.uk. 
 





 

Cherry Cake from down under. 
The lady who wrote in an early issue who had problems 
with her cherries sinking to the bottom of her cake 
whist baking. 
Peter Webb ex army chef who lives in Queensland  
Australia has the answer: 
Please do not despair, your problem is only the angle 
from which you are looking at the cake.  If, when you 
turn the cake out onto your cooling rack you place it so 
that what was the top whilst baking, is now on the  
bottom, likewise the cherries are now on the top. 
Rename your cake “an upside down cherry cake” and 
you have solved your problem. 
Most things are only problems if you want them to be, 
after all “a problem is only an opportunity for change”. 

 

Food for Thought 

Spiced Shepherd’s Pie 
 

Filling 
415g/13½ oz can baked beans 
1 tablespoon olive oil 
1 chopped onion 
1 small chopped carrot 
2 teaspoon curry powder 
500g/1lb minced lamb 
2 tablespoon mango chutney 
100ml/3½floz meat stock 
 

Topping 
1kg/2lb cooked boiled potatoes 
50g/2ozs butter 
25g/1oz Cheddar cheese 
Salt and Pepper. 
 

Pre heat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas Mark5 
Heat the oil in an ovenproof frying pan.  Add the onion 
carrot and curry powder and cook over a medium heat 
for 5minutes.  Turn the heat to high and add the lamb.  
Fry, stirring for 5minutes until the meat is browned all 
over.  Stir in the chutney, beans and stock.  Continue to 
cook for 5minutes until the sauce has thickened.  Leave 
to cool slightly.  If you are not using an ovenproof  
frying pan, place the filling in a casserole dish.  
To make the topping, mash the cooked potatoes with 
the butter and season with salt and pepper.  Spoon the 
mashed potatoes over the filling and sprinkle over the 
cheese.  Bake in the oven for 30 to 35 minutes until the 
pie is golden on top and the filling is bubbling around 
the sides. 
If you like really spicy food add a little chilli powder 
with the curry powder. 

Quick Seafood Paella 
 

1 tablespoon sunflower oil 
1 onion finely chopped 
1 red pepper sliced 
2 chopped cloves of garlic 
400g/14oz can chopped tomatoes 
1 teaspoon turmeric 
275g/10oz long grain rice 
1.325 litres/2¼ pints vegetable stock 
450g/1lb frozen mixed seafood 
175g/6oz halved green beans 
Handful chopped fresh parsley 
Salt and pepper 
 

Heat the oil in a large frying pan and cook the  
onion and pepper for approx 5minutes until soft.  
Stir in the garlic, tomatoes and turmeric and cook 
for 1 minute. 
Add the rice and cook for one minute, stirring to 
coat the grains.  Pour in the stock and stir well.  
Bring to the boil and then simmer uncovered for 8 
minutes, stirring occasionally until the rice is  
almost cooked and most of the stock has been  
absorbed. 
Add the seafood and beans and cook for 3 to 4  
minutes more.  Stir in the parsley and season. 

Almond Slices 
 
1 packet frozen short crust pastry 
1 tablespoon strawberry jam 
175g/6oz ground almonds 
1 whole egg and 1 egg white 
100g/4ozs caster sugar & 100g/4oz icing sugar 
2 teaspoons almond essence 
50g/2ozs flaked almonds 
 
Preheat the oven to 170C/325F/ Gas Mark 3.  Defrost 
the pastry and roll out and line a 11inch/28cm x 7½ 
inch/18cm baking tray with it.  Prick the pastry all 
over to prevent it from shrinking.  Part bake on the 
middle shelf for 5 mins.  Leave to cool then spread jam 
thinly over the base.  Mix together the sugars, ground  
almonds, egg, egg white and essence together and 
spread over the jam.  Sprinkle with flaked almonds and 
return to the oven for 15-18 minutes. 

Handy Hints 
 

Keep dough in a draught free environment so that the 
yeast can work its magic 
 

Always preheat the oven 10 to 15 minutes before  
beginning to bake and have your tins greased if  
necessary and utensils laid out before you start. 
 

Keep baking powder for no longer than six months,  
after then it loses its raising power. 



Wood Lane Junior School around 1918. 
Top row L/right: 
Vera Turner, Watson Oldershaw, Stan Titterton, Percy 
Nixon, Ernest Lowe, Percy Johnson. 
Mid row L/right: 
Kate Johnson, Ethel Smith, Ethel Rowley, Annie Dale, 
Elsie Oldershaw, Elian Warburton (Headmaster Mr  
Flamank). 
Front row L/right: 
Frank Goodwin, Gladys Bartlem, Florie Nixon, Ernest 
Fernyhough, 
Nellie Higginson, Amos Durber. 
 

Mr Flamank was the headmaster from 1917-1928. 
 

We wish to thank John Brayford for the photograph 
and details.  As a boy at the school John recalls a cot-
tage standing next to the school where the Community  

Centre now stands and often seeing a lady in the garden of the cottage hanging out her washing.  His thoughts were that her 
name was a Mrs Bartlem, who may have been a part of the Bartlem family of the young girl in the picture. 
John said, the lady wore a flat cap and clogs.  From her waist she wore an apron, made out of old recently washed sugar 
bags held by a string.  John also recalls how white the sheets would glisten as they hung from the washing line, even  
without the use of washing machines and modern day soap powders. 
Wood Lane School celebrates it’s 100 birthday this year and we would love to hear from people with memories or pictures for 
our next issue.  Please send your information to the Editor at 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot. ST7 8QL 

NEWS FROM AUDLEY MVC 
 

Our Gala Concert with Frickley Colliery Band in the 
Victoria Hall Hanley realised the magnificent sum of 
£7000 which was presented to the Rev Peter Davies 
for St James’ Restoration Fund at the Carols by  
Candlelight Service in December.   
The sum raised included monies for advertising 
space in the programme and we thank all who  
supported the concert.  Over the last three years the 
choir has presented cheques totalling £16,000 for 
village causes. 
 

Following the Gala concert the choir had a relatively 
quiet period until the Christmas Concert with Fodens 
Band in Sandbach High school which raised in  
excess of £3500 for the North West Air Ambulance.  On the following Sunday a reported three thousand attended the open 
air Carol event organised by the Douglas Macmillan Hospice in the Italian Gardens at Trentham when, along with Trentham 
Brass, we led the singing.  There was an impressive procession to Trentham Lake with light sticks.  Mince pies donated by 
the C0-OP were enjoyed. 
 

On the following Wednesday and Thursday the choir attended the funerals of choristers John Moore and Arthur Joynson.  
Early in the New Year Phil Jaques and Dennis Hollins both long standing members of the choir also passed away.  To all 
their families we extend our deepest sympathy. 
A concert in Madeley Church on the 31st of January precedes our Annual Celebrity Concert on the 29th of March in the       
Victoria Hall Hanley when the soloists will be Eliana Pretorian and Jonathan Lemalu. 

Audley Community News tries to make sure that all text, facts, details and information including telephone  
numbers and address written in this magazine on the day of publication are correct. 
It is sometimes impossible to clarify all details which are submitted for publication. 
We therefore take no responsibility for any incorrect details or information.  Please enjoy your read.  Editor.  



 
 

                                                                                    

Dennis Cartledge  
 
 
 

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
 

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
and 14 Birch Road, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent  

Floral Tributes and Catering   -   24 Hour Personal Service 
           Monumental Masonry   -   Chapel of Rest 
 

D. Cartledge 
01782 720719 

M. Horne 
01782 722865 

When caring and understanding is most needed 

 
The Rotary Club of Audley 

 
The Rotary Club have had a very busy, but successful Christmas and New Year. 
 

Yet again, the villages in our area have been wonderfully generous. 
 

The Santa collections raised a marvellous £4,500.  These donations will be used to fund our various charity  
projects during the year and helps us to be able to respond quickly to new, urgent needs. 
 

The ‘Tree of Light’ has again exceeded all expectations and raised £1,000 for The Donna Louise Trust. 
 

From all of the Rotary Club, a very big ‘thank-you’ to all of the people in our community who contributed so 
much.  With the current economic climate their generosity is particularly remarkable. 
 

We have also been active with the local schools.  We assisted Madeley High with their Industry Day and are  
providing help with their mentoring scheme.  Madeley are also taking part in the Rotary Young Chef and Youth 
Speaks competitions.  In conjunction with BASF, the club have also donated science dictionaries to Chesterton 
Community Sports College and Madeley High. 
 

November saw our annual curry night at the ‘Evening Spice’ in Madeley.  This raised £928 for Rotary projects 
with Pump Aid.  Our thanks, once again, to the Evening Spice for their wonderful support.  We are also working 
on a project to help girls in displacement camps in Kenya and with other local rotary clubs to provide clean water 
to primary schools in Uganda. 
 

On the social side, we all enjoyed our Christmas meal at the Butchers Arms and we have had some very  
interesting speakers over the last few months.  We are through to the next round of the Ten Pin Bowling  
competition and the Table Tennis. 
 
The Rotary Club of Audley has now received a final update for the Three Peaks Challenge that 6 walkers  
including myself and 4 drivers completed in June 2008, from Sightsavers International. 
In total, the Rotary Club of Audley raised £9,854.42.  This sum will pay for 389 cataract operations in the  
developing world. 
‘Thank you once again to everyone who supported us during this event’.   
 
 

Neil Ginnis 
 

Rotary Contacts 
 

Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
Secretary:  David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net) 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
mailto:davidroyle@audley.net�


 
 

               Quality Styling By 
              Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 5 days per week  
Mon Closed. Tue 9.30am - 5.00 pm  

Wed. 1pm - 5.00 pm / Thurs 1 pm - 6.00 pm 
Friday 9.30 am - 7.00 pm / Sat  9.30 am - 3.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 6.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 4.00 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 4.00 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

 Audley and District O.A.P. Association 
 

Hi there, have you got a few hours a week to spare, then why not come along to the 
Pensioners Hall in Church Street and see what we can offer to you. 
Throughout the week we are open for a variety of Activities (not just for pensioners) 
Mon  Bingo 1.30pm,  
  Weight Watchers 6.30pm 
Tues  Ladies Choir 2.30pm  
  Keep Fit 7.00pm 
Wed  Sequence Dancing 2.30pm 
  Whist Drive  7.30pm 
Thurs  Coffee Morning  10am -11.30pm 

Or are you able to give us a little of your time, either to do a coffee morning or  
even join our committee and bring us some new and fresh ideas.  If you feel that  
you can support us in any way or need more information please contact either  
Pat on 721063 or Ann on 721930 

 
JOHN JACKSON  

YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 

Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 
Freezer Orders Welcomed 

Freshly Cooked Meats /  Ham / Tongue /  Cheese /Pies / Bread / Cakes 
Oatcakes.                

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737 

New lease of life for 
Boughey Hall 

After many years of being left to  
crumble into disrepair it’s nice to hear 
that the Boughey Hall at the bottom of 
the village is to get a refurbishment. 
Peak Pursuits the activities company 
who took over the old Audley Council 
Offices / Adult Learning Centre, are to 
convert the building into an Indoor 
Climbing Activities Area.  A second 
floor will be added inside to take a 
cafeteria.  The project will soon be 
started and its hoped to be completed 
within 6months.  



 
The Green Revellers 

 
The parish of Audley has always been well-known throughout the  
Staffordshire area for producing up and coming actors and actresses 
but more so for its charitable people. 
A few months ago I stumbled across a number of old photographs of a 
group of local players which had formed in the early 1950s from  
local people in and around the Miles Green area. 
 

Then a few weeks ago I received a number of photographs by mail 
from Mrs Pat Peachey (nee Maloney) after the death of her father Bill 
Maloney which had been found in his memorabilia.  
I then was contacted by George Clutton of Wood Lane who also had 
some similar pictures and loaned them to us for further investigation.  
After looking at the pictures for quite a while I realised that one of the 
people in the photographs was a Mr Dennis Dale of Miles Green and 
with having missing names to the pictures that was my first port of 
call. 

I took the photographs to Dennis and he was most helpful to clear up all the missing names, he also informed me 
that the building in which the Green Revellers formed was the Methodist Chapel Miles Green, picture above left.  
Dennis then agreed to write a short article about why they formed the group and what they in fact produced, this 
together with some of the lovely 
photographs can been seen on this 
and the next page of the magazine.  
Editor. 
 

By the early 1950s Miles Green 
Methodist Chapel had fallen into 
disrepair.  Plaster was coming off 
the walls, everywhere was full of 
damp and the floorboards had 
started to rot. 
There were long discussions by 
the Trust as to whether the chapel 
had any future, but even in the 
state the building was in we had a 
flourishing Sunday School.  So the 
Chapel Trust decided that efforts 
should be made to try and up-rate 
the building, as the only other  
option would have been to close 
the Chapel. 
 

Finance was the number one  
priority, therefore it was decided 
by some members of the Trust, 
Len Riley, Bill Maloney, John 
Ikin, Bernard Walker, Horace 
Harrison and myself Dennis Dale,  
that we would make attempts to 
write the broad outlines of  
humorous sketches which we 
hoped, though without much confidence, might indeed attract a paying audience. 
 

During the 1950’s, money was scarce, no chance of funding every penny counted.  These were the meeting places 
of the local residents, a kind of Community Centre as we now know, a place we could therefore not lose.     

The original cast of the Miles (Green Revellers) 
Top L/Right 
Derrick Birks, Alf Daniels, Len Riley, John Ikin, Dennis Dale, Arthur Scott, Horace 
Harrison, Eli Henshall, Bernard Walker, Bill Maloney, Ron Bowers, Don Walker,  
Bernard Rowley. 
Bottom L/Right 
Elsie Rowley, Beryl Riley, Jean Harrison, Phyllis Ikin, Hilda Walker, Mary Dale, 
Marjorie Worthington, Barbara Maloney, Mrs A. Daniels. 

Sitting centre front of stage: David Rowley.  



Together with our wives and eventually with other 
local people who had musical talents-singers,  
musicians, who then joined us from time to time, 
we formed our group, producing sketches and  
concerts, which eventually became very popular. 
We needed a name for our group and decide to 
call ourselves ‘The Green Revellers’. 
Most of the sketches were unscripted and just 
grew from ad-libbing as the sketch progressed. 
Surprisingly, at least to us, the concerts were most 
successful in addition to helping raise the much 
needed funds for the renovation of the chapel 
building. 
We were invited to  perform at the Hartshill  
Orthopaedic Hospital, the Loggerheads  
Sanatorium and the Wood Lane Hill Top church. 
We travelled throughout the area performing 
sketches and concerts at the Halmer End Primitive 
Chapel and also in Kidsgrove and Biddulph, all in 
aid of charity.   
One thing was certain, we all had fun performing.                                                                         

Eventually, together with generous  
donations, sufficient funds were  
generated for the necessary work to be 
carried out on the chapel building.  This 
included a new pulpit and the installing 
of central heating pipes under the pews 
(getting rid of the old ‘spitting’ stove!), 
for the Chapel to be officially reopened a 
few years later. 

Sadly even after all our efforts those many 
years ago and in recent times with falling  
membership and low attendance all efforts 
to keep the chapel open failed.  Eventually it 
joined the many other local churches when it 
closed it’s doors to the congregation in 
2003. 
Unfortunately, we have one of the members 
missing and can’t be found on any of the  
photographs who needs to be mentioned, 
Len Riley’s wife Beryl, who was a very  
important members of the party, providing 
musical Accompaniment, ideas and a host of 
other duties.  Memories I so cherish.  
Dennis Dale.     

 

This was The Barber Shop Sketch. 
 

L/Right: Bernard Walker, Horace Harrison, Bill Maloney, 
Dennis Dale, John Ikin, Len Riley, Ron Bowers. 

This sketch left shows The Schoolroom. 
L/Right:  Bill Maloney, Horace  
Harrison, Dennis Dale, Bernard Rowley 
Len Riley, Bernard Walker. 

************************ 
Picture below L/Right were some of  the 
lady members who took part in the group 
Elsie Lawton, Mary Dale, Jean  
Harrison, Hilda Walker, Phyllis Ikin.    



Wood Lane Cricket & Sports Club 
Founded 1930 

                                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of the North Staffordshire & South Cheshire Cricket League, 
Kidsgrove & District Junior Cricket League, 

South Moorlands Junior Cricket League. 
 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Wood Lane CC is delighted to announce the signing of Pakistan (A) all rounder Ashar Zaidi as their professional for the 2009  
season. 
 

27 year old Zaidi, who is captain of Islamabad in the Quaid-e-Azam Trophy and Islamabad Leopards in the RBS Twenty/20 
Cup, has vast experience in Pakistan having scored almost 6000 runs averaging 34.90 with ten centuries to his credit.  He 
also represented Gloucestershire in 2005 when he replaced the injured Ian Harvey as the overseas player for part of the  
season. 
 

Ashar has played League Cricket in England for the last four seasons.  In 2007 and 2008 he was the professional for          
Greenmount CC in the competitive Bolton League where he scored 1889 runs at 49.71 and took 120 wickets at 14.46 with his 
left arm spin.  
 

Contract negotiations were delayed when Ashar was taken seriously ill on his return home from the RBS Twenty-20 Cup held 
in Lahore in October.  However he is now recovering well and will be fully fit to play in the Quaid-e-Azam four day tournament 
in the New Year. 
 

As well as his ability with both bat and ball, Ashar is an ECB Level 2 coach and will be a very good asset to the coaching 
team at Wood Lane.  The Club are very pleased to have secured his services and we all welcome Ashar to Megacre and look 
forward to benefiting from his experience in 2009. 
 

INDOOR NETS – 2009 
 
Wood Lane CC commences their indoor nets at Chesterton High School on Sunday 11th January 2009 from 4pm to 6pm.  
The sessions will continue through to the start of the season in April.  
 

The Club will once again be competing in the North Staffs & South Cheshire Premier League and have also entered the 
Phoenix League for midweek cricket.  The Club also runs under 17, under 15, under 13, under 11 and under 9 junior teams in 
the Kidsgrove and South Moorlands Leagues. 
 

Wood Lane would like to hear from players of all standards who may be interested in joining the club.  Anyone interested 
should contact Ken Hancock on 01782 721952 or the club on 01782 721458. 
 

Wood Lane Cricket Club details from their recent AGM: 
1st  X1 Captain: Mathew Hagan.  1st  X1 Vice Captain: Jeff Maynard. 
2nd X1 Captain: Deane Jervis.  2nd  X1 Vice Captain: Andrew Forster.   
The Cricket Club is delighted to announce Gary Norcup as its new Chairman for 2009.  Danny Brierley is the New Schools 
Liaison Officer and Ken Hancock has rejoined their selection committee as Chairman of Selectors.  Gareth Coates steps up 
to Senior Coach.  The Club is also delighted to announce Doreen Norcup and Geoff Feltbower as Hon. Life Members.   
Doreen becomes the first lady to join the elite group.  The group now has 10 members since it was formed in 1930.  Doreen 
still continues to work tirelessly in the kitchen organising and preparing match day refreshments and for other events.  Doreen 
also serves as a member of the social committee.  Geoff is Hon. Treasurer and has just completed his 8th year in charge of 
the clubs finances.  Geoff also worked immensely hard as he steered the club through the torrid times of the tax bill not so 
long ago and has also served for over 20 years on the management committee of the cricket club.   Regards Deane Jervis 

Ashar Zaidi 



 

Audley Cricket Club – Coming Events 
 

Preparations are underway for the coming season – the indoor nets 
have started on Monday evening (8.30pm – 9.30pm) for seniors and 
Friday evening (5.45pm – 6.45pm) for juniors.  Any new players  
wishing to come along please contact our organizers on one of the 
following numbers: Gary Latham (seniors) 721063; Phil Hemmings 
(juniors) 722132. 
 

We are always looking for new sponsors and anyone interested in 
sponsorship please contact Paul Robotham 720384 or visit our website audleycc.co.uk for more details.  
 

We are currently organizing a sponsored 70 mile bike ride that takes in all of the Premiership Clubs.  We will start from 
Audley Cricket Club on Saturday March 21st, staying overnight at Little Stoke, returning on Sunday back to the club.  We are 
also in the process of planning a mini bike ride, for the juniors which will take in some of the more immediate, local clubs.  All 
monies raised will be shared between Club funds, The Douglas Macmillan Hospice and Tree Tops Children’s Hospice 
(Donna Louise Trust).  Anyone wishing to contribute to sponsorship, or just join in to get fit, contact either Steve  
Barker721904 for the senior ride or Phil Hemmings 722132 for the junior ride. 

 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB GRAND NATIONAL BEER FESTIVAL 
We didn’t run out of beer on the Saturday! 
The committee’s calculations were much better this time, after a great deal of deliberation and wondering how we could  
address the problem - we ordered more beer. 
Last year, the beers and ciders on tap were some of finest brewed both locally and nationally and this year should be no  
different.  We will be having some new beers to us on show, that have come highly recommended, but we will also be  
bringing back some of the old favourites.  A complete list of all the beers that will be on sale will be published on our website 
(audleycc.co.uk) as soon as we receive confirmation from our supplier, Phil Grocott. 
All beers and ciders will be £2 per pint with 20p per pint being donated to The Douglas Macmillan Hospice and The Tree 
Tops Children’s Hospice (Donna Louise Trust).   
The festival will run from Monday 30th March to Saturday 4th April.  Opening times are from 7.00pm until 11.30 pm Monday to 
Thursday, and 12 noon ‘til 11.30pm on Friday and Saturday, with no admission after 11.00pm.  There will be cold  
refreshments available, a raffle every night, a quiz on Wednesday, many prizes up for grabs, culminating in the Grand  
National on the Saturday, which will be shown on the big screen. 
We are still looking for sponsors for this year’s festival and anyone interested in sponsorship should contact the number  
below.  Our thanks go out to last year’s attendees and all our sponsors, including:  ACC 1st Team, ACC 2nd Team, ACC 3rd 
Team, Aardwolf, Audley Builders Merchants, Audley Rotary, Bignall End Barbers, Bill, Tony & Lex, Brassingtons, Christine & 
Brian Wynne, Geoff Sproston, Greenhous, Headmasters, Ibstock, Ian & Martin Furnival, John Jackson Butcher, Jean & Bryan 
Carnes, Jean & David Beckett, Jimmy Thornhill, Keith Buckley, John Smiths, Keith, Andy, Ian & Sid, Ken Henshall, Kevin 
Whitmore, L & S Plastering, M6 Couriers, Mark Sergeant, Mick Fairbanks, Pegasus, Quarry Service Station, Rod Whitmore, 
S. Morgan Joinery & Builder, Simply Cask, Steve Barker, Townhouse Brewery, Trevor, Pat & Gary, Glyn, Mick, Tim & Paul 
Sandra & Dave Titley, Margaret Furnival. 
 

For more information telephone Steve Barker – 01782 721904   or 01782 720725 

 

Audley Parish Bowling Club. 

Your local parish bowling club wishes to invite you to come along to its new seasons ‘Open Day’ on the Saturday 21st March 
2009 at 2.00 pm.  Membership fee continues to be £15.00 for the season and we would welcome new members. 
We provide social and team competition bowling, for both male and female players.  We now have 8 competitive teams who 
are always on the lookout for additional members and we also provide many friendly mixed games with home and away  
fixtures.  The Bowling Club welcomes its new Chairman Derrick Bate, who takes the place or retiring Chairman Ron Oakes 
who retired at the last AGM.  They also wish to thank Ron for all his hard work and dedication to the club during his reign as 
Chairman.  Bowling is a pleasurable way of spending your leisure time and another way in helping to keep fit. 

Fancy a local walk ? 
If you wish to join likeminded walkers on a Tuesday afternoon at 2.00pm at the car park of the Bignall End Cricket Club, 
we would be please to see you.  Brian Williams of Bignall End, will be organising local  leisurely walks around our parish for 
you to enjoy.  You may meet old friends and make new acquaintances.  First walk will be 3rd March Tele: 01782 721543.  



St James Church Audley 
 

Church Organ 
 
I mentioned the Church Organ last summer.  After much discussion, it has been 
decided to change to a modern organ which uses the latest technology (doesn’t 
everything these days).  The sound of such an organ is the traditional pipe  
organ. It is not an electronic organ where the sound is synthetically generated, 
each note basically plays a computerised recording of a real pipe organ. 
 
The costs of cleaning smoke from the old organ and carrying out other  
necessary repairs together with the ongoing high maintenance costs will go  
towards the cost of the new organ. 
 
The old organ seems to be of no value but we would like to keep the visual  
aspects of the pipes and so we are looking at putting the new keyboard in place 
of the existing one such that the visual changes would be kept to a minimum. 
 
The speakers (four units each of 200 watt rating) would be housed in the area 

behind the front tubes where some of the old tubes now sit.  This would provide a very realistic condition in terms of sound 
generation but provide much more flexibility in terms of the music which could be produced. 
 

Tower Restoration 
 

English Heritage has confirmed that we can now proceed with the tower restoration project (End January).  The first work will 
be to erect scaffolding up the sides of the tower.  A temporary roof would then be constructed enabling the removal and  
replacement of the old roof.  A significant amount of remedial work will then be carried out on the tower stone works, some of 
which we are paying for ourselves. 
 
All the gutters and down pipes are then to be replaced with new cast iron ones which will 
feed into the new drain works which still need to be finished off.  Some tiling will then be  
completed and the hope is that all the work will be finished by September. 
 

It is intended to install a CCTV system during the building works to help protect the church. 
This will also be used in the future when the church will be open during the week for  
anyone to visit. 
 

South Aisle Window - The stained glass window at the East end of the South Aisle 
(Nearest the Health Centre) has been damaged but is being repaired.  Fortunately, we 
have a full photographic record of all our windows so we can ensure the window is  
repaired to its former glory. 
 

For more information about the churches problems noted above, please contact:  
Trevor Carman 01782 721637 

 

St John’s Churchyard Alsagers Bank. 
 

Regular visitors to the churchyard will know how difficult is has been to maintain the churchyard over the years.  In the next few months 
the responsibility for maintaining the churchyard will become the Local Authority’s.  There are many concerns that Newcastle Borough 
Council have in taking this on, that relate primarily to safety issues of both the employees and the general public. 
 

Unsafe memorials, dangerous paths with many tripping hazards, steep slopes and paths and generally unsafe access in large parts are 
some of the issues. 
 

The PCC of St John’s wants to continue to work with the Local Authority to improve public access to the whole churchyard.  We may, in 
the short to medium term, find that access to certain areas of the churchyard may be restricted.  This is solely for safety reasons.   
 

The speed with which the churchyard can be completely renovated depends of course on the availability of financial resources.  The 
PCC have currently no available resources, and the Borough budget, I am sure you will appreciate, is limited.  For that reason, if you are 
interested in helping forward movement in this then donations can be given to the PCC who will ring fence a fund and use such  
resources as soon as they become available to undertake projects that can then be afforded. 
 

Until such time as this process is finished, which is likely to take several years, we would ask for your patience, co-operation and such 
help as you can give.  Peter Davies.  Priest in Charge St John’s church 



 

THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

Chapel Street Bignall End SoT. 
               Tel: 01782 720622 

 

8 Real Ales & 4 Traditional Ciders 
 

Pick a Key and open the Box Stashed with Cash 
There may be in excess of £300.00 within the casket 
with more to be added each week if not won. 

 
            

Pub of the Year For 
2008 

 

Your hosts Sarah & Carl Smith 

  
Sports Quiz 

 
!.       Who plays home football matches at the New           
         Den? 
 
2. Who won Britain’s first men’s swimming   

Olympic gold medal for 68years in 1976? 
 
3. Who is known as the “Golden Bear” in golf? 
 
4. In horse racing how many individual bets make 

up a Yankee? 
 
5. Glen Hoddle finished his football playing career       

with which club? 
 
6. Which sport combines cross country skiing and 

rifle shooting? 
 
7. Which football club play at the Bernabeu  
          Stadium? 
 
8. Which rugby league team are called “The       

Bears”? 
 
9. In cricket which country was captained by Kapil  

Dev? 
 
10. Which tennis player was stabbed whilst on 

court? 
 
11. Who won her 3rd London Marathon in 2005? 
 
12. At which Grand Prix circuit did Aryton Senna  

loose his life? 
 

Please turn to page 28 for the answers 
  

The ACN, wish to send there best wishes to Tammi, Lee, 
Jake, Ben, Tia and Lilia, Moulton, as they have now left our  
parish to live and work in China for two years.   



 New Era at Audley Brass 
 

It is now twelve months since the band moved back into their 
new home in Dean Hollow.  There have been significant 
changes in the life of the band in those twelve months not least 
of which is the amalgamation of the main band with the training 
band towards the end of 2008.  As with all organisations the 
band goes through good and bad times but the last year has 
been a particular roller coaster.  
 
As result of the disruption caused during our period of  
homelessness we lost a number of band members, seven of 
whom are now playing for local championship section bands. 
With numbers depleted we were dealt a further blow by the 
sudden and unexpected departure of our Musical Director 
Shaun Farrington at the beginning of October.  It was at this 
point that the “old faithfuls” in the band decided that an  
amalgamation with the training band was the way forward.  
 
In mid October we advertised for a new Musical Director.  We auditioned four of the candidates over a three week period and 
are delighted to announce that we have appointed Mr. Colin Hartley to the post. 
 
Colin brings with him a wealth of experience of playing at the highest level.  He started playing for his local brass band in  
Essex at the age of eight and had achieved grade 8 by the age of thirteen.  On leaving school he applied to, and was  
accepted by, the Royal Marines and spent a number of years in the Royal Marines band as well as a two year stint on the 
Royal Yacht Britannia as principal tuba.  On leaving the Marines he served as a police officer in Scotland for sixteen years, 
before taking up his current occupation as a Serious Accident Investigator.  He currently lives in Derby with his wife Sharon 
who we are delighted to welcome to the band as a player on Eb Horn. 
 
Since his arrival the band has taken a giant leap forward and we are delighted by the infectious enthusiasm, work ethic and 
good humour Colin has brought to the position of MD. 
 
Mention should be made of all the young (and not so young) players who have made the quantum leap from the training band 
to the main band.  Their progress has been simply staggering and they are all a great credit to the band and the village. 
 
In December the band did its usual busking each Sunday around the villages.  We started in temperatures of minus three  
degrees on Sunday 7th in Halmer End, followed by Bignall End on 14th, with Wood Lane in the morning and Audley itself on 
the evening of 21st.  
 
With the financial climate as it is we wondered whether our collections would be seriously affected this Christmas.  On the 
contrary, local people were extremely generous in showing their support to us and we are extremely grateful to you all.  
Without the financial support you give us at Christmas we would find survival much harder.  In all we collected £760 over the 
course of the three Sundays so thank you very much indeed. 
 
We have moved one of our practice nights from Friday to Wednesday, so we now rehearse each Wednesday and Sunday in 
the band room from 7.30 – 9pm.  
 
We are always looking for players of all ages and abilities and if you have ever played or would like to play a brass instrument 
come and see us at any time.  Our new Musical Director is holding a workshop weekend on the 14th and 15th March so you 
are welcome to pop in then if you want to learn more about the band.  Keep an eye on the band room window for details of 
times. 
 
We are holding our patrons concert on 28th February at 7.30 in Audley Theatre and Colin has put together a super  
programme of film and show music to cater for all tastes If you are a patron admission is free otherwise it will be £4.50 if  
purchased in advance from Ted and Phillippa Llewellyn Tel: 722163 or £5 on the door – very reasonable for one of the best 
night’s entertainment you will have had for a long time. 
 
For more information about Audley Brass go to: wwwaudleybrass.co.uk. 

Extreme right new musical director Mr Colin Hartley with 
some of the Audley Brass Band members. 



Audley & District Community First Responders 
Firstly I would like to wish everyone a happy new year and all the best for 2009. 
2008 was a good year, seeing a large amount of calls being answered.  As we came 
closer to the end of the year the coverage declined slightly.  We are still aiming to gain 
more responders from the local area.  We currently have four local people who wish to 
join us and train as first responders, but with the way that West Midlands Ambulance  
service are arranging the training it has been a little difficult to get people on the course.  
 

I would like to thank all those who have supported us over the years with donations and 
help.  A recent donation was given from friends of a lady that we had responded to in a distressing situation, in which she was 
so grateful for our assistance.  This is just one of many donations that we receive.  We are currently trying to raise funds to 
replace our response car which is starting to have a few problems as well as running costs. 
The standards have now changed as to the use of the blue lights and sirens.  Due to this we now have to pass our advanced 
driving, behavioural training and two day blue light training.  As a result we are now unable to use the blue lights and sirens 
until we pass the training.  We are in the process of the training, so at present even though we have been responding for over 
two years on blue lights we are no longer allowed.  We are asking that any local drivers be aware of this and give way to our  
vehicle as we may be responding to a “999” emergency.  My first call without blue lights was to a cardiac arrest which was 
made difficult being behind a car and at junctions.       
Christmas has seen a large number of calls and many deaths in the area; I would like to extend our deepest sympathy to the 
families and friends affected. 
 

If anyone would like any further information on becoming a first responder or helping us in raising funds please 
call me on 01782 723393 and I would be glad to assist. 
 

Paul Sargent, Coordinator Audley & District Community First Responders 

Children Of Audley Residents Association. 
A meeting was held on the 29th of January by the Residents Association.  They were informed by Andrew Marcus, the  
Chairman from Newcastle Borough Council Play Council, that one of the reasons why the Association had not been  
successful with their latest bid for funds from the Staffordshire County Council Playbuilding Programme, was that the criteria 
for bids had been changed unbeknown to the Association.  The Association had consulted the people and children of the  
parish as to the type of recreation area and type of equipment that was needed for its project, having all health and safety 
aspects as a priority, to be told that now a new criteria of ‘Open Play’ had been adopted by the Playbuilding Programme.  
This includes giving the children more risk opportunity type of play activities, with less restriction attached to the recreation 
area.  The soft play areas were not seen as a priority, no fencing is required, no need for rubber matting.  Money is available, 
but the Association now needs to regroup its thoughts as to priorities for the next bid faze 2, which will be required to be in by 
27th February 2009.  Bids of up to £60,000 can be obtained and can also be matched funding bids. 
Andrew Marcus congratulated the Association for the professional way in which it had applied for its first bid and also praised 
the way in which the association worked in such a professional manner. 
The meeting was also informed that Chairperson Geraldine Wrench had stepped down due to unforeseen circumstances and  
Vic Chairman Kevin Phillips was asked to take over until the next AGM which will be on 26th March 7pm at Durber Close CC.       



Christmas Quiz. 
A big thank you to all the children who entered our  
Christmas Quiz and congratulations to all the win-
ners who have now received their prizes. 
Once again we have to say a very big thank you to 
the Co-op Store in Church Street Audley, our 
sponsor who provided all the prizes and manager 
Steven for his continued support.  Editor.    

New Year, New you  
 

Start 2009 the right way. 
  

Keeping fit and healthy as you get older are really important for you.   Maintaining fitness levels,  
balance, co-ordination and control will help you keep well and may prevent falls.   So why not come 
along to my ‘MATURE MOVES’ class, where there are no long term contracts, pay as you come and 
enjoy meeting others.   NB:  All classes end with a session of relaxation and meditation.  
Location:  The Wesleyan Chapel Hall, Chapel Street, Wood Lane, Bignall End,  
Day and time: Mondays mornings:  from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
Bring this magazine along for a free trial session for you and a friend. 
Look forward to seeing you there, in the meantime if you have any questions, please ‘phone’ me on  
~~ 

Home: 01782 782 608 or mobile 07881 715 309  
E-mail: kathleenlawrence755@btinternet.com 
 

Kathy Lawrence 
REPs Advanced Instructor 
(Register of Exercise Professionals) 

St James Church Mothers Union. 
 

We would like to invite you to join us at our meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month, at St James Church Hall, Church 
Street Audley. 
 

Forthcoming events: 
March 19th at 7.15pm:  Guest speaker Chik Kaw Tan 

Talk Pills, Potions, and Paradise.  Origins of medicine. 
 

April 16th at 6.30pm: 
Easter Party, Faith Supper & Games. 
 

May 21st at 7.15pm:  Guest speaker Barbara Jones. 
Talk “The best relationship in the world”. 
 

If you require anymore information or details regarding Mothers 
Union, please contact Wendy: 

Tele: 01782 720381. 

Audley & District W.I Calendar 2009. 
 

February 26th  Avril Moran 
An Evening With The Chime Bars 

 

March 26th Sam Plank Radio and Communication 
 

April 23rd  To The Rescue 
Alsager Animals In Need  Hilary Baxter 

 

May 28th Annual General Meeting. 
 

June 25th Birthday Party.  
For more details contact Anne: 01782 721957 

Audley Health Centre 
 

On the 23rd February the Audley Health Centre started Citizens 
Advice sessions.  They are being held once a week on Monday 
afternoons between 12 noon and 4pm by appointment only.  For 
further details and to make an appointment please contact:  
Audley Health Centre on 01782 276999 
Please take all the necessary paperwork to your appointment.      
Practice Manager Julie Stokes. 

    A Great opportunity for Halmer End? 
 
A meeting was held on Thursday 29th January at  
Halmer End Chapel where interested groups were 
brought together to discuss the future of the Halmer 
End Institute. 
Julie Walker (Audley Community & Learning  
Partnership) chaired the discussions. 
Present were representatives from Mums &  
Toddlers, the Bowling Club, the Police , the Youth 
of the area and others concerned about the Institute 
in its present condition and usage in the future . 
Jamie McDonald (  Head of Strategic Property –
County Council) and Simon Brookes ( Youth  
Service) brought to the meeting the proposal of a 
sum of £60,000 to be spent on the building. 
What the County Council require of the Halmer End 
Community is a commitment to form a Management 
Committee with a view to the eventual handing-over 
of the building along with the responsibility of  
generating the revenue for the maintenance and the 
running of it. 
There is much to be decided and plenty of work to 
be done.  There was enthusiasm and a determination 
from some people at the meeting to try to pursue 
this.  They were invited to enlist for a meeting in a 
few weeks time, when the next stage of the process 
will happen.  Watch This Space! 

mailto:kathleenlawrence755@btinternet.com�


 

      Tree Surgery Service 
 

         (N.P.T.C. Qualified) 
 

          Pruning / Felling (Large or Small trees)  
 

       Conifer hedges topped / Hedge cutting specialist. 
 

                      General Garden Maintenance  
 

For FREE quotations call: (James Speed ) 
 

Mobile: 07747 030858  or 01630 647619 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILLOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

                      
Widest range of  greetings cards  

in the area 
 

+ Home delivery news service  
Extended range of magazines  
Confectionery  /  Dry Cleaning  

 Stationery  /  Lottery 

Occasions 
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 

Tel: 01782 720323 
Please support you small  businesses. 

 Audley and District W.I. 
 

It doesn’t seem 5 minutes since I was wishing 
everyone a Happy Xmas and a prosperous  
New Year.  Xmas simply flew by and the  
holidays weren’t long enough for my grandchildren.   
We had a change of speaker in November as Sebastian 
Daley couldn’t make it, one of our new members Tracey 
Humphries stepped in and gave us a very informative talk 
about Age Concern where she works.  Apparently Age 
Concern and Help the Aged are joining together to provide 
a better service for our elderly which is sadly lacking.  I 
won’t start about that because after caring for the elderly 
for many years I could write a book about the way our  
elderly people are treated.  People forget about what our 
elderly people went through when they were young and 
without their sacrifices we wouldn’t have the country we 
have today.  All they ask for now is to live the rest of their 
lives with care, understanding and respect.  When I hear of 
an 80 year old spending 12 hours on a  trolley in a  
corridor, the old folk too frightened to go out of their 
homes, being robbed and assaulted in their own homes, I 
wonder if they think why did I bother.  But thinking  
positively I wish Age Concern and Help the Aged all the 
best for 2009. 
Our Xmas Party was lovely, good food, good company, 
you couldn’t ask for more.  In January, Pauline Hardwick 
brought her piano accordion and told us her life story.  It 
was very interesting as her parents worked in the theatre 
and she joined them in their variety act.  She now teaches 
the piano accordion.  I don’t think I could play it as there 
seemed to be too many things to do with both hands and 
fingers.  I was very amused as a good friend of mine after 
a holiday in Scotland stated that if she heard B………. 
Tipperary or a piano accordion again she would scream.  I 
had this vision of inviting her to the meeting and watching 
her face, better still I could book lessons as a surprise!! 
We have a brilliant programme of speakers coming up  
including Sam Plank from Radio Stoke in March.  So 
please look for our poster in “Naughty but Nice”.  The 
place to be at 7 15pm, the last Thursday of each month is 
St James Church Hall. 
Contact Anne Marsden on 01782721957. 



Where you can find the Newsletter 
 

 
AUDLEY CO-OP PHARMACY CHURCH STREET 

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
AUDLEY LIBRARY  

AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS OCCASIONS 

AUDLEY DENTAL SURGERY 
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 

BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
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HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

F BOONS CLOTHES STORE CHURCH STREET  

 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN 

 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 
 
 

  BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH 
 

Tel: (01782) 722847 
 

 

  
 

 G K MOTORSPORT 
        CHESTER ROADCHESTER ROAD  

AUDLEY SOT 
 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

Brakes, Clutches, Tuning. 
For most makes & models 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

Please contact either Ann or Eddie 
With regards to any council matter or local 

parish issues. 

Answers to The Sports Quiz  

1. Millwall 
2. David Wilkie 
3. Jack Nicklaus 
4. 11 
5. Chelsea 
6. Biathlon 
7. Real Madrid 
8. Oldham 
9. India 
10. Monica Seles 
11. Paula Ratcliffe 
12. San Marino in Italy 

Christian Viewpoint. 
Keep this date free in your diary ! 

Friday 24th April 2009, a popular Christian speaker will be  
coming to Audley, Jean Lupton. 
Jean’s talk will be all about Miracles & Motorbikes. 
It will be an evening of food, good company and a chance to 
find out how God can move in your life. 
To reserve your tickets for your family and friends, please  
Contact: 

 Ena Tele: 01782 722106 



Audley New Health Centre 
Church Street Audley 

New Opening Times 
 

Monday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Tuesday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

 Wednesday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm                   

  Thursday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

  Friday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Youth Club  
Audley Methodist Church 

 

Kids from 7 to 11s  
Wednesday Night  6pm -7.15pm 

Admission 50p Includes a drink. 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 

Car Boot & Table Top Sale 
 

Audley & District Community Centre 
New Road Audley SoT. 

 

8.00am until 12 noon. 
 

  7th March 2009 
4th April 2009 
2nd June 2009 

To Book 
Tel 07762285315 

Or 
07946657128 

Indoor £7.00 
Outdoor £6.00 

Setting up from 
7.30am.  

Audley Library 
Hall Street Audley 

Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 
 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

 

Please 
Give 
Us 

Your 
Details 

For 
Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

Audley Theatre Calendar 2009. 
 

Friday Feb 27th at 7.30 pm. 
An Evening with Bobby Ball from Cannon & Ball TV personalities: 
Presented by the Halmer End Methodist Church.  Bobby reveals how 
he first accepted his Christian Faith.  Tickets £5.00. 
Contact: Anne Moore at 01782 721086. 

********************************************************************** 

Saturday Feb 28th at 7.30 pm. 
Audley Brass in Concert - Contact: 01782 722163 / 01270 651776. 

**************************************** 

Tuesday March 3rd - Saturday March 7th. 
North Staffs Music Hall Association - Annual Show. 
Contact: 01270 884074. 

**************************************** 

Friday March 20th. 
Martyn James Productions presents: “In Town Tonight”. 
A variety show presenting:  Music - Magic - Comedy - Song & Dance. 
Contact: 07867721671. 

**************************************** 

Friday March 27th. 
“Queensberry Rules” in concert.   
Acoustic guitar group.  Contact: 01782 720871. 

**************************************** 

Wednesday May 13th-17th at 7.30 pm.  Our Celebration show ’40’.  
Audley Theatre celebrates it’s 40th Birthday.  Contact: 01782 721708.     

AUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH 
SOCIAL EVENTS 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to any of 
our forthcoming events. 
 

Saturday 14th February 
A Valentine Hoe down with supper.  7.00 p.m. 
- Caller Steve Share. 
Tickets adults £3.00, children £1.00  
“Take your Partners”   
Ring 01782 722755. 
 

Saturday 14th March 
Coffee and Scones in the Church Hall 
between 10.30 a.m. & 12.30 p.m. 
 

Saturday 4th April 
Coffee and Bring & Buy between 10.30 a.m. 
& 12.30 p.m.  Plenty of chat and  
fellowship. 
 

Saturday 9th May 
Visit “The Potting Shed” between 10.30 a.m. 
& 12.30 p.m.  Bargain plants for your  
garden! 
All events take place in the Church Hall 
and proceeds are for Church Funds.  
Come and join us for fun, friendship and 
fellowship. 



My name is Natalie Snell and I am your Neighbourhood 
Officer for Audley, Bignall End, Wood Lane, Miles 
Green, Halmer End & Crewe. 
 
My duties include dealing with issues in relation to anti 
social behaviour, estate management and tenancy  
matters. 
You can contact me on 01782 635200 ext 4720 to make 
an appointment with me or to discuss any issues in  
further detail.  I am also available to visit you at home or 
in the office by appointment. 
 
 

News n Views article – Estate Caretaking service 
 

As you may know, Aspire now has three estate caretaking teams working in and around  
Newcastle and local residents are noticing a real difference!  The team working in Knutton/
Cross Heath have been well established since 2005 but the two new teams working in  
Crackley, Silverdale, Chesterton and Bradwell started in October last year.  All the teams 
have been working extremely hard to remove leaves, litter and fly tipping, grit paths in the 
cold weather, strim and tidy up areas of land which may have been previously neglected and 
also provide a bulky items collection service.  
Aspire wanted to check that their customers living in these areas were satisfied with the new 
caretaking teams, so they recently commissioned an independent PR company to carry out a 
telephone survey to ask local people a few questions about the service.  An impressive 77% 
said they were fairly or very satisfied with the teams and 72% would recommend the service 
to households in other areas. 
 

Silverdale resident Christine Gozzard, who is also Chair of Aspire’s Customer Estate Service 
Improvement Group thinks the caretakers are a real bonus to the area.  She told us, “They 
have done an exceptional job of cleaning up the area around some local garages. I would 
highly recommend the service to other customers.”   
Another satisfied customer is Ms Louise Symcox who lives in Bradwell.  She told us, “I think 
the area is lovely and clean because of their service. I’ve definitely seen the difference and 
think they should do this for other areas.”   
 

Mrs J Taylor of Chesterton commented that “…it’s good for the whole community if we all 
pay a little bit towards keeping those gentlemen in work and keeping the estate tidy.” 
The teams also attend “estate walkabouts” in the areas where they are operating which gives 
customers a chance to talk to them directly about what they would like to see improved 
where they live.  
 

Aspire will shortly be writing to customers about plans to introduce three further caretaking 
teams across the borough.  



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

              High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

 The Audley Football Club’s Beer Festival is an annual event 
held at their Old Road Club House to help raise funds for the 
running of its club and to purchase sports equipment. 
Audley Football Club will once again be donating some of the 
profit made from this year’s Beer Festival to two of the villages 
voluntary groups and this year they have chosen to make a  
donation to the Audley Pensioners Hall for the day to day  
upkeep of the facility and a donation to our local Newsletter, the 
Audley Community News to help with its running cost. 
The Beer Festival provides its visitors with a vast array of  
special Beers & Ciders to temp their pallets, all at a cost of 
£2.00 per pint.  The festival runs for just one week and would 
welcome your support.  
On Saturday 28th of February we will be showing on live TV  
international Rugby during our Beer Festival.  Everyone is most 
welcome.    

Kelvin Chell AFC. 

G & L.J. Fairbank & Sons. 
 

Seasonal Baskets, Bedding Plants & Container Plants 
 

Perennials ▲Shrubs ▲ 
            Pool End Farm Nursery 
                      Leycett Lane 
           Leycett Newcastle Saffs 
                        ST5  6AN     Tel: 01782  624399 



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

  TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 Mot While you wait. 
Or have an appointment 

with: Craig.  

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley SoT 

Logs for 
Sale 

 

Let us supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a selection of 
‘Fancy Goods’ 
Ideal for those 

‘Mothers Day’ Gifts 

 

“For All Occasions” 
Florist Card& & Gift Shop 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion 

We Specialise in all  
Funeral flowers with 100% 

Care & Attention 
 

“Mothers Day” 
Sunday 22nd March 

 

Order your Flowers & Bouquets early 
Chocolates, Gifts & Toys. 

 
 
 
 
 
80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 

 

Tele: 01782 720060  Free local delivery 

Coal for 
Sale 

Spring Bedding Plants Now available 


	Wood Lane Cricket & Sports Club
	AUDLEY METHODIST CHURCH

