
 
 

December 2008 
Issue 22 

 

Email us at erniemoult@hotmail.co.uk 

 

www.audleycommunitynews.ik.com 

Published at the Audley Community Centre in the Parish of Audley 

 
News 

& 
Views 

 
Poetry 

& 
Rhyme 

 
Tales 

& 
Stories 

 
DIY 
& 

Gardens 
 

Sports 
& 

Games 
 

Fun 
& 

Jokes 
 

Tips  
& 

Advice 

 
Baking 

& 
Cookery 

 
Trivia 

& 
Quizzes 

 
Information 

& 
Advice 

 
Adverts 

& 
Time 

Tables 
 

History 
& 

Memories 
 

Questions 
& 

Answers 
 

Opportunity to 
Have More 

Editor : E Moulton 

Donations Are Welcome / Free Issue 

Printed by Alsager Print 

A Very Merry Christmas To All Our Readers 

The centre picture of the magazine was painted by 
Lara Dale - Y5/6A of Ravensmead Primary School 



 

Legacy at work in the village. 
 

 
In 2006 the Rotary Club of Audley were most  
surprised to find out that they were to be given 
a legacy to use for the good of the community. 

The benefactors were the late Harold and Elaine Brayford of Nantwich Road Audley.  The legacy has so far 
helped with the funding for the new Band Hall, Children of Audley Residents Association Group and a project 
at Ravensmead School. 
Similar bequests were made to Newcastle and Madeley areas.  The projects are to be stewarded by the Rotary. 
 

Audley Rotary Club feel very proud that we should have been entrusted with this legacy and are very conscious 
of the responsibility of using it wisely.  We are also delighted to give Mr and Mrs Brayford the recognition they 
deserve for their admirable forethought that is benefiting the local communities.   

(Neil Ginnis Audley Rotary Club.) 



Seasons Greetings from the Editor. 
                      To all our readers, wherever you may be, a Very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 
This year I wish to take the opportunity to pass on my best wishes to all the people from around the world who make contact 
with the magazine.  We have many readers, ex-local residents, who love to read the news from our village.  In Australia, we 
have my special friends Rosalind Higginson, whose birthday was on the 6th of November (many happy returns) and husband 
Brian formerly of Ravens Lane Bignall End, with their daughter Carrie and sons David & Christopher.  We also have my old 
school class mate Anthony Pye & his family, Geoffrey Rigby, with wife Janet, Bob Ikin formerly of Alsager Road Audley and 
so many more.  Best wishes to all of you. 
Where on earth has the 2008 gone?  The festive seasons is almost upon us and our thoughts will soon be as to where we will 
be going on our holiday. 
I do hope the past twelve months have been as successful to all of you as they have been to your Audley Community News.  
Your local Newsletter has had a most successful year, with every magazine been taken from our outlets.  We wish to take 
this opportunity to thank all the people throughout the parish who allow us to put our magazines into their premises for  
collection.  Without their help your magazine would no longer be available.  I know I have said it so many times before, but 
over the past 5 years of producing the magazine I have found that the people of the parish of Audley have been most  
generous with their support, including financially. 
To produce your local Newsletter, we need not just financial support, we need you, the local people, to have an input.  Please 
continue to send in your stories / information / event date / and especially those excellent photographs. 
We at the magazine, have so many correspondents who so look forward to each issue of the Audley Community News.   
I personally wish to thank my excellent assistant Sue, whose help is so much appreciated; my proof readers Linda and  
Margaret who correct all my usual mistakes and to all who contribute in making my job as Editor so much easier. 
 

During the start of this our festive season, let us not forget all those people living alone, especially the elderly and  
housebound throughout our parish, who may not see anyone apart from the carers on their visits.  Surely, we all have an  
extra Christmas card, mince pie or just a few warm hearted words, just to let them know they have not been forgotten.    
We have to report that the recent financial crunch and the poor supported of people from the around the parish, a number of 
small businesses have had to close.  The Newsletter wishes to appeal to the people of the parish to give them their support 
over this festive season and beyond.    Ernie / Editor.  

The Parish In Profile. 
 

Over the past few months Audley Community News has been working in conjunction with The 
North Staffordshire Magazine and Voice From the Edge to provide pictures and  
information from around the Audley parish. 
 

The North Staffordshire Magazine approached the Newsletter for contact details of groups, 
clubs and organisations throughout the parish.  Some groups who were interviewed include  
Peter Hawxwell Chairman of Audley Brass, Philip Broadhurst Conductor of the Audley Male 
Voice Choir, Sandra Ginnis member of The Audley Levy, Bryan Williams, Pauline & Reg  
Johnson from the Audley Theatre group.  A number of local residents were also interviewed. 
Photographs and details can be found in the September issue of the magazine..  

Voice from the Edge 
Audley Community News, was contacted by Gemma Oakley, Collections Assistant, from the  
Staffordshire Arts and Museum Service, asking if we could help in providing pictures and contact 
details with regards to the parish of Audley.  A book has now been printed using these details.  
‘Voice from the Edge’, was a joint project between the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Archives 
Service, Staffordshire Arts and Museums Services and the Victoria county History of Staffordshire.  
The aim of the project was to document how the people of Staffordshire who live on the edges of its 
boundaries, perceived their relationship to their county.  It was also a way of helping to document 
what it was like to live in these villages over the past 60 years.   
Three villages took part, Audley, Alstonefield and Tutbury.  The project took months of research 
and Audley Community News provided some of the photographs used.  A number of village people 
were interviewed.  A few copies of the book are available, at a cost of £5.00, which includes P&P.   
To receive a copy of the book, make cheques payable to the Staffordshire County Council and 
post them off to: Gemma Oakley, Collection Assistant, Staffordshire Arts and Museums  
Service, Shugborough, Milford, Stafford, ST17 0XB.  Tel: 01889 881388.   



 

Dear Editor 
 

I am an Audley born and bred ex-patriot living in the Isle of 
Man and am writing to you because I have an interesting  
artefact that your readers may be able to shine some light on.  
As a youngster, I used to dig the old Victorian dumps around 
the parish looking for old pots and bottles, notably at the old 
ash tip behind Halmer End Club that is now a housing  
development.  During one of my digs, I uncovered an old 
“Cod” pop bottle used up until the 1920s for lemonade - the 
older readers will remember them for having a marble in the 
top - kids used to smash them to recover the marbles.   
Anyway this bottle is embossed with “The Audley Mineral  
Water Company Staffordshire”.  During my time bottle  
hunting in the village I never saw another, and many years 
ago I visited the City Library in Hanley to see if there were 
any records of the company but nothing was recorded.  It 
maybe that the company was trading for such a small period 
of time that no records were kept or that it was made outs!  It 
may not have been made locally but labelled for local sale. 
Is there anyone out there that might be able to add some  
Information as to where this lemonade factory was and what 
happened to it?  Incidentally I still have the bottle and am  
willing to donate it to a local artefact collection, if indeed a 
collection exists.  Any information on this would be most  
welcome. 
 

Richard Forster  Isle on Man. 

Readers Letters 
 

Hi everyone in Audley.    
I was born and raised in Audley many years ago.  I left Audley to go as a nanny in London in 1967.  I loved London and it 
was where I met my husband of 40 years.  We moved to Australia in 1974 and have lived here ever since.  I love Australia 
now, although it took a very long time, as they say “there’s no place like home” and I still yearn for the lovely green hills, 
woods and English houses.  I have been very fortunate and have been able to visit home every year or two.  The Audley 
magazine sees me searching for familiar faces and old friends.  Old photographs of my mother Vera Barnett and of my Aunt 
Lily Burgess (Whalley) appear every now and then, along with Uncle Harry Whalley in his Audley Band days.  My mother 
passed away many years ago but Aunty Lily is still with us at 98.  She lives in the south of England. 
 

I see from many accounts, that Audley is becoming affected by misguided behaviour of a small minority of young people. 
Life in the village sounds very different to those days when I was a child and I feel sad to think that some of today’s children 
and teenagers (in the village) are not able to see Audley as the very special place that it is.  From the magazine I see that out 
of school activities are available for the children, so they (hopefully) should not be bored.  I wonder if the parents of these  
children do not have the same pride in the village.  Maybe they came lately to Audley and still do not have the ‘feel’ of  
belonging and this lack of feeling for the village has passed onto the children and teenagers.  I beg everyone who lives in 
Audley to see what a lovely place it is.  Look at the history, at the hardships the people of the village have gone through (the 
mining disasters, the two wars and before these was the absolute poverty that many families endured).  Life has so many 
benefits now compared to then and yes, life is still difficult for many today, but those people should never give up.  Life and 
Audley are just to beautiful to give up on.  It might seem to many that I abandoned Audley for a better life.  No I didn’t, I went 
to London only for a short time, intending to return.  I met my husband there, we married and he found that the winters were 
just too cold for him (he is from Sri Lanka).  We decided to move to Australia.  It was perhaps in hindsight not the best move 
we made but we have made a good life here.  When you start out on life’s journey you never know where it is going to take 
you, I certainly didn’t. 
 

I did not intend this letter to be this long but as I wrote I became quite passionate so I am sending it in its entirety. 
 

My love to Audley  Jean Malkin (Barnett) Sydney Australia. 
 
Dear Editor 
 

My family originate from Apedale Road, Wood Lane 
and I am trying to trace any photographs I can find, 
especially of my Great Grandfather, Aaron Bartlem 
who was born in 1867 and died in a tragic pit accident 
in 1917.  Aaron was a keen local footballer and  
apparently many people attended his funeral at St 
James Audley.  His daughter Gladys is still alive and 
will be 100 years old in December.  She has not seen a 
photo of her father in many years and if you or any of 
your readers were to have any photos of local football 
teams that he may be on, that would be wonderful.   
Incidentally his son (My Grandfather) played for Port 
Vale and I have a team photo from 1917. 
 

Greg Bartlem    Contact the Editor with any details. 

Dear Editor 
 

Sometime ago I decided to write news from the Audley Male 
Voice Choir.  I did this because I felt that a magnificent choir 
like ours should be represented in this brilliant and  
informative magazine.  However due to unforeseen  
circumstances I shall be unable to do this anymore, although 
I’m assured news from AMVC will continue.  Many thanks to 
all who helped me in the past and please do keep supporting 
both choir and Audley Community News. 
Roy Cooper Member of AMVC 



Readers Letters. 

Dear Editor 
Although I have lived in Hinkley, Leicestershire since 1955 my wife and I were regular visitors to Audley until 
my mother’s death in 2004.  We are now less frequent visitors to the village now, Freda Taylor, kindly sends us 
the Audley Community News, which allows us to keep in touch with news of people and events in the Audley 
district. 
I lived with my parents, Fred and Lynn Griffiths, in Heathcote Road and Rye Hills.  Educated at Wood Lane C.P. 
School and Wolstanton Grammer School, I attended Hill Top Methodist Chapel, Wood Lane and then the  
Central Methodist Chapel in Ravens Lane.  I played Rugby at school, soccer for Wereton Queens Park and 
cricket for Audley Cricket Club. 
Following two years National Service in Italy I trained in Leeds to become a teacher and served one year on the 
staff of Bradwell C. P School before coming to Hinkley.  Clearly the Chapel and sport were major factors in  
village life in those days, although we did find time to meet with friends of both sexes in the cinema (now the 
theatre) on Saturday evenings, followed by a bag of chips from Fryers Chip Shop. 
The following photographs and details may be of interest to some of your readers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The picture on the left shows Mr. Frank Edwards, seen with his wife and 2 ladies unknown to me.  He was a well 
known chimney sweep and local preacher in the first half of the 20th century.  He will be remembered by many 
for his service to the chapels at Boon Hill and Wereton and cycling around the district with his sweeping brushes.  
He was a big man in every respect. 
The centre photograph shows his son Jack and wife Adelaide (nee Barber).  Jack was a photographer and chapel 
worker.  He had a shop in the former station buildings and his wife had a grocery shop. 
The right hand photograph is of the Edwards family home at the bottom of Boon Hill on the right hand side, 
which has the small building attached to the gable end which was Bignall End Post Office where I believe Mrs 
Edwards also worked.    
I have enclosed some more of my old photographs which you may be able to publish in future editions of your 
Newsletters.  
 

Keith Griffiths 

   

 

Audley Working Men’s Club Supports Men’s Cancer Group 
 

Friday 24th October 
 

Mr George Kinnersley donated a variety of chrysanthemums to be auctioned off with the proceeds being donated to the North Staffs Prostate Cancer 
Support Group. 
These were duly auctioned by Mr Les Machin, which resulted in a donation of £70 being made to the group. 
Mr Ken Smedley chairman of the support group thanked the members for the donation, which would be used in the group’s efforts to raise awareness 
of prostate cancer. 
 

The purpose of the support group is to give support not only to existing patients, but also to any new patients and their carers. 
 

Over 30,000 men are diagnosed with prostate cancer every year in the UK. 
Prostate cancer is the second most common cause of cancer deaths in men accounting for over 10,000 deaths every year in the UK. 
 

Meetings are held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month 6pm to 8pm at Joiners Square Community Centre, Cornes Street off Leek Road Hanley. 
 

On behalf of all our members, we thank Audley Working Men’s Club for their support. 



 
Audley & District Family History Society 

Turnpikes & Tolls 
By the 18th century, travel in England had become a hazardous experience due to the state of the roads, which 
were little more than dirt tracks littered with potholes and virtually impassable in winter.  Until that time the 
upkeep of roads was the duty of each parish.  Although taxes were raised for the use of a surveyor of highways in 
each parish to oversee the repair of roads, the money available was only sufficient for minor repairs.  Action was 
finally taken by the creation of turnpike trusts by Acts of Parliament to control long stretches of roads between 
major towns and cities through a payment of tolls at each town or village on the route.  The tolls, which paid for 
the upkeep of each section of the road, were taken at gates called turnpikes which were erected alongside small 
tollhouses.  The main road through Audley from Newcastle to Nantwich was turnpiked, as the process became 
known, in 1766 and three tollhouses were built in Audley parish.  They remained in use until at least 1871.  All 
turnpikes in England were abolished by the end of the 19th century. 

The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members.  All welcome. 
Research 2-4pm on the first Wednesday in every month 

Talks 7.30-9pm on the first Friday in January, March, May, July, September and November  
Research 7-9pm on the first Friday in February, April, June, August, October and December 

Enquiries E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 

 

Visit the website for “The Changing Face” series of articles on Alsagers Bank, Audley & Halmer End 

 

The Dean’s Lane tollhouse was at the very edge of the parish 
adjoining what was then Wolstanton (later Chesterton) parish 
and controlled traffic using the main route from  Chesterton 
through Audley (to right in photo) as well as the route from Red 
Street along Dean’s Lane (to left in photo).  In 1837 William 
Riley was the toll collector. Sarah Sheehan is recorded in 1841 
and William Riley (possibly the same as in 1837) in 1851. 
William Frost is the last recorded, from 1855 until his death in 
1862.  The building, although much altered, still stands today as 
a private house. 

The Audley tollhouse stood at the bottom of what is now Nantwich 
Road close to its junction with the road from Alsager (to left in 
photo) but the gates only appear to have controlled the main road.  It 
appears from a map of 1837 that the tollhouse stood in front of what 
is now Bank Cottage (the house at left of view in the photo); the road 
would have been much narrower then. In 1837 James Johnson was 
the toll collector and Matthew Darlington in 1861.  These are the 
only recorded entries. 

The Old Peel tollhouse stood opposite Old Peel Farm at the 
junction with the road from Halmer End through Shraley Brook 
(to left in photo).  It controlled traffic entering Audley from 
Balterley and beyond.  John Gater was the toll collector in 1837, 
Sarah Gater in 1851 and John Boughey in 1871.  Joseph 
Richardson, an agricultural labourer, is recorded at the tollhouse 
in 1861 but is not recorded as a toll collector.  The Old Peel 
tollhouse became a private residence and remained so until the 
early morning of 11 March 1986 when a lorry crashed into the 
house.  The photo shows the aftermath. 



                    AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR 
 
I always said that I would join the Audley Ladies Choir when I 
retired, so just over a year ago I walked into the Pensioners’ 
Hall at 2.30 on a Tuesday afternoon and was welcomed with 
open arms ( as every newcomer is). 
I knew everyone by sight, some by name and was fully aware 
that some had known me since birth!  I am the youngest  
member. 
 

The choir came into being, under the leadership of Mrs Joyce 
Pearce, soon after Rev. Pearce became Vicar of Audley in 
1970.  To begin with it was known as the Mothers’ Union Choir as all the members belonged to the very large branch of  
Mothers’ Union attached to St James’ Church. 
Two of those original members are still singing with the choir today.  They are Mary Smith and Joan Forster. 
Before long, others joined, so the name was changed to include everyone.  They met for rehearsals once a week in the  
Vicarage,( Wilbraham House now) which had a lounge plenty big enough for them all - plus a baby grand piano! 
When Rev. Pearce retired from Parish ministry and left Audley, the choir moved it’s meeting place to the Pensioners’ Hall.  
Over the years the choir has enjoyed giving concerts at many different venues: churches; women’s meetings; clubs; care 
homes and of course at the Pensioners’ Hall. 
A lot of money has been raised for several charities over the years. 
Sybil Tapley was the first pianist. In later years this position was filled by Aldwyn Massey and Dorothy Bennett.  Now the choir 
is accompanied by Margaret Ing. 
Mrs Pearce tells me that she is delighted that the Audley Ladies Choir still thrives and continues to give pleasure under the 
leadership of Margaret Nicol. 
We have several “gigs” booked in the next few months.    

************************************************* 

Audley Ladies Choir, wish to say thank you to everyone who attended their recent Concert & Bring & Buy in early October 
2008.  We are pleased to announce that £300, was raised and has been donated to the Donna Louise Trust. 
 

Invitation  
Audley Ladies Choir wish to take this opportunity to invite everyone to their Christmas Concert.  The Concert will be held at 
the Pensioners Hall, Church Street Audley, on Tuesday 16th December at 2-30pm.    
Come along and listen to us or if you fancy it – JOIN US. 
                                               Margaret Pointon. 

 

Thieves break into Audley Workingman's Club. 
 

In the early hours of the 8th October 2008 thieves forced 
there way into the premises of the Audley Workingmen’s 
club, New Road, Bignall End.  It was discovered that cash 
and spirits were stolen and the police attended the scene.  
It was reported that the police did stop a car in Church 
Street, Audley, which contained three occupants.  
Unfortunately they abandoned the vehicle and escaped.  A 
police helicopter was brought into the area to search for the 
suspects.  The suspects were  seen walking in the area of 
Alsager Road heading off towards the M6.  
After a chase one of the suspects was arrested and is now in 
police custody.  It is believed the suspects came from the  
Liverpool area, as it was thought at the time that the car 
they were stopped in had been stolen from that area. 
Did you see anything unusual that night?  If so the police 
would be pleased to hear from you.  
Please contact the Police on the non emergency telephone  
number  0300 123 4455 

Car Vandalised  
 

On the 23rd August 2008, a car parked on the  
Audley allotment / Playing field car park, was 
found by its owner to have more than £700 of 
damage to its body work. 
The person / persons who were responsible left 
without informing the owner of the vehicle.  This 
was a cowardly act by whoever was responsible. 
If any of our readers were in the area on the day 
of the incident and may have seen some one  
hanging around on the car park, please inform 
your local police. 
This is also a warning to other drivers, who may 
park at the allotments’ to be careful as the next 
time it may be their car that is targeted.  There 
have been other incidents recently reported in the 
parish, with regards to vehicle damage and a 
spate of tyres being deflated,  Please check your 
vehicle tyres before leaving home.  



THE BELLS follow up to article  from issue 21.  

Dear Editor 
After reading your last issue of the Audley Community News with a picture of Audley Homeguard Parade, I could not  
identify myself, but it did remind me of a certain night, in November 1943.  
 

I was a member of the Audley Homeguard and was on duty this Wednesday night taking a patrol around the Audley village.  
Our first call was to go to the St James Church tower, where we could survey the local landscape, this part was to establish 
no enemy parachuting or landing in the Audley and district area.  We climbed the steep steps to the tower and surveyed the 
landscape.  Glad to say we didn’t see anything suspicious.  After ten or fifteen minutes we continued our patrolling……… 
 

But each one of us had to look into the bell chamber which none of us had seen before.  Very interesting to see those bells 
hanging in silence of this chamber.  A few minutes and I said “Right chaps we will head down and continue our patrol, duty 
calls”.  But the nosey member of our patrol had to touch one of the bells and then climb on to inspect this huge casting of 
metal making, which is a really big instrument.  As this nosey bloke had unbalanced the bell, the obvious motion, it began to 
swing.  Then CLANG! CLANG! CLANG! For two seconds we stood and then, “Right chaps, down”; and then they didn’t need 
a push. 
 

As we clattered down the steep steps I said “Right into the country quickly and over the wall down to Brassys field to make 
our escape in the dark field below Hall Street”.  I won’t bore you with the rest of the time we took on our patrol. 
All thoughts went through my mind!  Summoned to a “Court Martial”, stripped of my stripes and humiliated etc, etc.  I thought 
the vicar would ring Captain Barber and I would face a War Office Enquiry. 
 

Funny enough as we meandered round the village, we all said how quiet Audley village was, very few lights, the sky was 
clear with myriad stars.  And everywhere….peaceful.  I came to think we were very lucky living in such a quiet peaceful  
village.  The only worry…What will happen tomorrow?  
Not much, nobody seemed to have heard the clanging bells. 
 

And the last question  Was Audley the only village in the British Isles to ring church bells during the war?        

St James Church Autumn 2008 
 

Have you heard The Bells? 
Some of you may have heard the bells ringing recently and been led to believe we could ring them again.  Sorry, we have 
misled you!! It was only a recording!  A recording was made sometime ago and when we were asked to ring the bells for a 
wedding, Ian Knight had this bright idea of rigging up our large speakers in the bell tower and playing it. 
 

Although this was great for the wedding party, our Tower Captain, Bell Ringer Reg Proctor is unhappy and says “This is the 
thin end of the wedge” obviously concerned that we may replace the real bells with recordings for the future but there is no 
chance of that happening.  What is of concern is when can we ring the bells again, there will be people to do it.  Are there any 
youngsters out there that would like to take this up? 
 

Church Drains 
In my last news letter I mentioned the problem of blocked drains often caused by roots.  This picture 
shows 12 foot of roots and other rubbish that we took out of one of the drains at the front of the 
church next to the side door.  These can be attributed to small shrubs that were planted close to the 
route of the drain.  So the message is please make sure that you don’t plant any trees near your own 
drains! 
 

Most of the clay pipes have now been replaced by plastic with water tight seals connecting each 
piece.  The grids have been replaced with new plastic ones which include silt traps which can be 

lifted out and protect the drains from silting up.  All the materials were supplied by Audley Builders. 
 

Tower Restoration 
The new design for the tower roof has been submitted and by now we should have quotations ready for work to start in  
January.  The Tower roof will be completely replaced together with the wooden louvered windows in the tower face, a new 
flag pole and new drain pipes and gutters.  The broken wooden truss will be replaced with a metal girder.  The tower   
stonework will also be re-pointed to help protect it from further erosion but also make it look good.  All this work must be  
finished by next August. 
 

Our grateful thanks go to Audley Male Voice Choir who performed at the Victoria Hall in October and raised around £7500 
towards the Tower Fund.  Everyone who attended the concert had a great time. 
For more information about the churches problems noted above, please contact Trevor Carman 01782 721637 



 

T’was Christmas Day at the depot 
And the snow was falling fast 
We knew we’d all be summoned out 
When Eric went ploughing past. 
 

As each manoeuvred to their plough 
Diesel filling the air 
Half of them had lost their pins 
Chaos everywhere. 
 

The phone was ringing constantly 
The management assessed 
Who to send out where and when 
Which priority best. 
 

Finally they were sorted out 
And all of them had gone 
The first one out was back again 
His beacon light had gone. 
 

All day long the tales were told 
Of battles with the snow 
How they’d made it round their routes 
They really didn’t know. 
 

You should see it up the thirty four 
There’s only one lane clear 
All the radio’s yelling out 
It’s even deeper here. 
 

Never known it quite so bad 
The casualties were cruel 
Two more gritters broken down 
Three ran out of fuel. 

 

Jack was in a fair old flap 
His face was all a glow 
Would they manage to keep them clear 
Or would there be more snow. 
 

All through the day they battled on  
And halfway through the night 
2000 tons of salt had gone 
The end was now in sight. 
 

One by one the roads were cleared 
And opened up again 
All the snow would soon be gone 
It was turning into rain. 
 

Tired the men reported in 
Their state was far from good 
When Walter yelled out across the yard 
Who is going to the flood. 
 

Their gritters and their ploughs 
Now abandoned by the way 
Gully emptiers and sandbags 
Were the order of the day. 
 

The moral of the story 
Is really very clear 
No matter what you plan or do 
It beats us every year. 
 

The public only needs us 
When their cars are stuck 
And when the sun comes out again 
They couldn’t give a suck. 

 

                   A Winters Tale 
 

                      By 
                       Eric Riley 

Poetry & Rhyme 
From our village 

Choosing A Name. 
 

When God had made the earth and sky 
The flowers and the trees, 
He then made all the animals 
The fish, the birds and bees. 
 
And when at last he’d finished 
Not one was quite the same 
He said “I’ll walk this world of mine, 
And give each one a name”. 
 
And so he travelled far and wide 
And everywhere he went, 
A little creature followed him 
Until it’s strength was spent. 
 
When all were named upon the earth 
And in the sky and sea, 
The little creature said, “Dear Lord 
There’s not one left for me”. 
 
Kindly the Father said to him, 
I’ve left you to the end, 
I’ve turned my own name back to front, 
And called you Dog, my friend. 

Sent in by a reader. 
Thank you. 

 A Sleepless Night 
 

Awake in the night counting hundreds of sheep 
You are trying to drop off, being desperate for sleep 
But sleep will not come, you have things on your mind 
When you should be relaxed and need to unwind. 
 

Tossing and turning you cannot lie still 
It’s far too late now to be taking a pill 
Your partner unhappy, in a foul mood 
Makes displeasing remarks you find rather rude. 
 

Time lingers on until the dawn breaks 
The sound of the morning no pleasure it makes. 
At last you find slumber, peaceful and calm 
But abruptly awake to the clock’s loud alarm. 
 

You go through the motions get ready for work 
Herself in the bathroom will go quite berserk 
If even a murmur in protest is heard 
So you act as if strangers, with never a word. 
 

 
You feel like a zombie all through the day 
And fear going home into the fray 
But later you share a fine evening meal 
So happy and pleased there’s no rift to heal. 
 

After kisses and cuddles you watch the TV 
Tuned into a match you’re longing to see 
But eyes start to close, you could do with a prod 
You instead drift away to the dreamland of nod. 
 

Annoyed with yourself no one else is to blame 
You must wait to find out who won the game 
For now the good lady is watching her thing 
And you think of the wrath interruption would bring. 
 

Now you’re refreshed it’s again time for bed 
But being wide awake is something you dread 
And so to avoid more doom and gloom 
You sleep on your own in the spare room. 
 

Derrick Bate 



Christmas Party Food 

Sausage meat Plait 
 

225g/8oz sausage meat 
250g/9oz puff pastry 
50g/2oz stuffing mix 
150ml/¼pint boiling water 
½ small onion, finely chopped 
1 beaten egg 
Black pepper 
 

Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/Gas Mark 5.  Make the 
stuffing by mixing the dry stuffing mix with the  
boiling water.  Now thoroughly combine the sausage 
meat, chopped onion, stuffing and season. 
Rollout the pastry on to a floured surface to approx 
10inx12in/ 25cm/30cm.  Place the meat mixture down 
the centre of the pastry.   

Now make diagonal cuts about ½inch/1.25cm wide 
along the long side edges of the pastry.  Lightly brush 
the pastry edges with beaten egg.  
Fold over each end of the pastry to form a seal and 
then plait the cut pieces along the centre top. 
Brush well with beaten egg and then bake in the centre 
of the oven for approx 45mins or until the pastry is 
golden on top and crisp underneath. 
This dish is delicious served hot or cold and can be  
frozen once cooked. 

 
Quick Party Punch 

 

1 bottle red wine, chilled 
1 bottle white wine, chilled 
3 tbsp Grand Marnier (optional) 
1 orange cut into slices 
1 lemon cut into slices 
300ml/½pint orange juice 
1 litre/1¾pint lemonade chilled 
Ice cubes 
 

Mix together the bottles of wine and liqueur in 
a punch bowl or a glass bowl. 
Add the fruit and orange juice, then the ice. 
Just before serving, add the lemonade. 

Winter Coleslaw 
 

225g/8oz firm white cabbage 
3 small carrots 
3 tbsp mayonnaise 
1 tsp French mustard 
1 tsp. sugar 
1 tbsp raisins 
1 tbsp walnuts 
Salt and pepper 
 

Finely shred the cabbage and coarsely grate the 
carrots.  This can be done by hand or in a food 
processor.  Place in a mixing bowl and toss well 
together. 
Mix together the mayonnaise, French mustard, 
sugar, raisins and walnuts.  Add to the cabbage 
and carrots and mix well together. 
Season with salt and pepper to taste. 
Serve with cold meats and salads. 

Choca-block 
 

Small amount of butter for greasing the tin 
2 eggs 
250g/9oz caster sugar 
60g/2½oz plain chocolate broken into small pieces 
75g/3oz butter 
90g/3½z plain flour 
Half a teaspoon salt 
Pinch of salt 
100g/4oz shelled walnuts (optional) 
 

Preheat the oven to 190C/ 375F /Gas Mark 5 
Using a piece of kitchen paper smear butter all over the  
inside of a square baking tin or baking dish.  Bottom line the 
tin with greaseproof paper. 
Break the eggs into a bowl, add the sugar and whisk them 
together until light and creamy. 
Place the broken chocolate and the butter into a heatproof  
bowl, set over a saucepan of simmering water, stirring them 
with a wooden spoon until they melt. 
 

Gently stir the melted chocolate into the egg mixture.  Sieve 
together the flour, baking powder and salt and stir very gently 
into the chocolate mixture.  If you are using the walnuts, stir 
them in just before it is completely mixed.  Pour the mixture 
into the prepared tin and spread evenly. 
Place the tin in the middle of the oven and bake for 30-35 
minutes.  Allow to cool in the tin for 5minutes, then cut into 
squares. 

Chicken Liver Pate 
75g/3oz butter, 1 large onion chopped, 1 crushed clove of garlic (optional), 450g/ 1lb chicken livers, 2tbsp brandy, 4tbsp 
crème fraiche, salt and pepper. 
Melt half of the butter in a large frying pan and gently fry the onion until soft.  Add the garlic and cook for a further minute.  
Add the livers and fry, turning to brown them lightly until cooked.  Add the brandy and season with salt and pepper.  Add the 
crème fraiche and liquidise with the remaining butter.  Serve on slices of crusty bread or fingers of toast. 



Audley Brass Band News and Forthcoming Events. 
 

We are once again in the process of auditioning for a new Musical Director after the sudden departure of our last 
MD Shaun Farrington and hopefully we should be able to appoint in a few weeks time.  We have also recently 
amalgamated the main band with our training band and rehearsals are well underway for our Christmas  
engagements which are as follows. 
 

November 29th Christmas Concert at Bradwell Methodist Church 7.30pm. 
 

December 6th Endon Christmas Concert at Endon Village Hall 7.30pm. 
 

December 7th Halmer End WMC  Pensioners Christmas Party 7.30pm 
  
 

We shall also be playing Carols in Audley,  Halmer End, Wood Lane and Bignall End on Sundays in December. 
 

December 11th & 18th  Playing Carols outside the Potteries Shopping Centre in Hanley 
 

December 20th & 24th Playing Carols outside Tesco in Crewe 9.30 to 12 0’clock. 

Children of Audley Residents Association 
Update of activities during 2008. 

 

The whole of the committee of C.A.R.A have worked so hard during 2008 to achieve its goals which amount to the following 
items: 
We had to work through all three tenders which has allowed us to level the Wereton Road field, ready for Stage 1 of the  
proposed construction of the new recreation area for the people of the parish. 
 

The C.A.R.A committee has had to be astute in form filling and in finding new available grants for the project.  Each year we 
organize a Fun Day, where we so desperately need more volunteers to help.  We continued with our search for new  
Committee members, even with advertisement throughout the village we had little response.  All we need is a few hours of 
your time and I’m sure you will get self satisfaction from the end results.  We have a motto that we now use within the group 
that speak for us all ‘It will be worth the hard work’. 
 

Fun Day 2008 started with our biggest parade yet.  We were joined by the Rotary Club of Audley ( Santa goes to the  
premier) and five more floats parading throughout the village of Audley.  On the return journey the floats were joined and then 
entertained by the Signal 1 Hot shots Fahrenheit’s dance troops. 
Fun Day, included a Dog Show, Peace of Balloons, Uncle Nev the Clown, Fair games and so much more for the crowds that 
gathered to participate in. 
The committee of C.A.R.A wish to take this opportunity to thank the people of the parish who turned up to give their support 
and we do hope to see you all in 2009. 
 

We can now look forward to exciting times ahead, with the recent announcement of our funding award from ‘Give it Some’, 
which is sponsored by the pop star Robbie Williams.  This funding is now in our bank account and we can start to install the 
drainage which the field desperately needs, then level the field and make a start on the football pitches.  
We are hoping that the first stage of our project will be completed by March 2009. 
If you wish to join our committee telephone: 0779605235 or Email childrenofaudley@yahoo.co.uk   

Forthcoming events for C.A.R.A: 
 

Christmas Fair 11am-4pm 
Saturday 13th   December  
Mr & Mrs Clause 
Santa’s Post Box 
Tombola 
Hot food on sale 
Raffle 
Name the Dog 
 

Both these above events will be held at the Audley &  
District Community Centre. 
For more details please contact either: 07948541872 or 
01782 720104.  www.stb.coop/cara  

Christmas Party 2pm-5pm 
Saturday 20th December 

‘Free of charge’ 
Party Games 
Food for all 
Dancing 
Raffle 
It will be fun for all 

Children of Audley Residents Association Committee 



 
Audley Christian 

Viewpoint 
Present. 

 

“Christmas begins right here” 
Held on Saturday 29th Nov 2008 at 7:30pm 

At St James Church Hall Audley 
 

After a light supper there will be Dancing / Games / 
Quiz and much more. 

Roger Woods ex-Audley Curate will be joining us to 
share a few thoughts about Christmas. 

 
Tickets: £5 for adults and £2 for children. 

For more details contact either; 
Barbara at 720352 or Ena 722106  

 

Everyone is most welcome bring the family. 
 

Audley Christian View Point wishes all the people of 
the parish Seasons Greetings & A Happy New Year. 

NEWS FROM AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR --------- October 2008 
 
On Friday the 26th of September members of the Choir together with their wives 
and partners attended a nostalgic evening at Bignall End cricket Club.  Over twenty 
choristers still singing in the choir and representatives of choristers no longer with 
us received badges in recognition of twenty five years membership of the choir. 
The evening began with a DVD of memories and concluded with a buffet supper.  It 
would be nice to think that such awards will still be presented in twenty five years 
time. 
 
Recipients of the awards presented by Chairman Mike Rowley were:  
 
Current members :  David Eardley, Ron Turnock ,Leon Warburton, Allan Wright, Fred Cole , Brian Johnson, Arthur  
Joynson ,Alan Reeves, Ian Salt, Peter Thomson, George Clutton , Gerald Hulme, Philip Jaques, Kevin Mcguire, Jack  
Roberts, Ray Statham, Doug Bennett, Eric Garvin, Geoff Statham, Bill Tomkinson, Philip Broadhurst. 
 
Former Members:  John Appelby, Reg Horne, Keith Butler,Cedric Ing, Roy Smith , Jim Richardson, Wesley Sumnall. Reg 
Lee. The photograph shows Mike Riley left, presenting Audley Male Voice Choir Conductor Philip Broadhurst, with his award. 

 

      Tree Surgery Service 
 

         (N.P.T.C. Qualified) 
 

          Pruning / Felling (Large or Small trees)  
 

       Conifer hedges topped / Hedge cutting specialist. 
 

                      General Garden Maintenance  
 

For FREE quotations call: (James Speed ) 
 

Mobile: 07747 030858  or 01630 647619 

AUDLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR  
CONCERTS 2008-2009 

 
DEC 12TH  
SANDBACH HIGH SCHOOL (WITH FODENS BAND) 
 

2009 
JANUARY 31ST  MADELEY CHURCH 
 

MARCH 29TH CELEBRITY CONCERT  
(VICTORIA HALL HANLEY) ARTISTES :  
(ELIANA PRETORIAN AND JONATHAN LEMALU) 
 

April 20TH   RODE CHURCH 
 

APRIL 30TH-MAY 5TH  CORNISH INTERNATIONAL  
MUSIC FESTIVAL 
 

JUNE 6TH DANESIDE THEATRE CONGLETON 
The choir rehearses in Audley Methodist Church Hall at 
7.30 PM each Thursday 
 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME. 
(contact telephone numbers: 639437 and 720568) 
 
TO LISTEN TO THE CHOIR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  

WWW.ADMVC.CO.UK   

http://WWW.ADMVC.CO.UK�


Bereavements  
Daniel Brayford 
 

Sadly on the 22nd May 2008, at the City General Hospital, 
Daniel (Danny) passed away after a four months battle with 
illness.  Daniel who would have been 91yrs old on the 9th 
August 2008, could still be seen pottering around the farm 
tending to the animals which he loved, even up to the time of 
being admitted into hospital. 
Daniel, who had lived at Bungalow Farm, Rye Hills for almost 
60 years, was such a loveable character and had spent most 
of his working life working on the farm.  He was well known 
for his pig breeding skills, was also a local milk man, farm 
contractor and during the Christmas period would be often 
seen delivering your presents from the Royal Mail. 
Bridget, Daniels wife passed away in July 1996, aged 76. 
Then tragedy struck the Brayford family once again in  
September 2000, when his son Daniel, the owner of  
Brayfords Transport sadly died whilst driving his vehicle 
through Casablanca. 
Daniel, leaves grandson Darren and loving daughter-in-law 
Margaret. 
The funeral was held on the 5th June 2008 at St James 
Church, Audley followed by  
interment at the Newcastle Cemetery with his wife Bridget. 
Margaret and Darren wish to thank the staff from the  
Intensive Care Unit of the City General for all the care and 
love shown during Daniel’s bid to survive. 
A collection was taken and over £300 was donated to the 
Intensive Care Ward in his memory. 
To all friends and family of Daniel please accept our.  

Betty Brassington 
On behalf of myself and family I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank everybody for their kind  
donations following the death of my husband  
Douglas.  We managed to raise £480 pounds which 
we have donated to the Douglas MacMillan Hospice. 

Mr. Dennis McIntosh 
On the 11th October 2008 Mr.Dennis McIntosh passed 
away.  Dennis, aged 64, was a prominent character of 
Wood Lane and a staunch Labour supporter.  He worked 
hard for the community, having served on Newcastle  
Borough Council, Audley Parish Council, Audley  
Community Centre Management Committee, Wood Lane 
Community Centre Management Committee and Wood 
Lane Primary School Governing Body. 
 

He was primarily a ‘family man’ and he leaves a devoted 
wife, Christine, daughter’s Heather and Elizabeth, sons  
Stuart and Andrew and his adored grandchildren. 
 

The respect for him was confirmed by the number  
attending his funeral, which was conducted by Pastor.  
Michael Gollins who knew Dennis personally. 
 

The funeral was held on the 23rd Of October 2008, at the 
Bradwell Crematorium. 
 

He will be sadly missed by his family and friends. 
Please accept our condolences. 

Mark Ridgway 
 

Peacefully on Saturday 4th October 2008, after a long  
Illness, Mark passed away. 
Mark, aged 40 years, of Church Street Audley, will be sadly 
missed by all his family and friends. 
All donations collected have been sent, in memory  of Mark, 
to The County Air Ambulance. 
We at the Newsletter send our condolences to his family. 

Bereavement Awareness Day. 
 

This event was held on Saturday 8th November by, C.W. Mottram 
Funeral Service, of  Church Street Audley where local people 
were informed of all the different options regarding  Bereavement 
services now available.   
Mottram’s, Funeral Service wish to thank all those who attended. 

Edward Hogarth 
 

Peacefully on the 9th of November 2008, Edward Hogarth 
aged 80years of Bignall End passed away after a short illness.  
Ted, as he was known by all, leaves wife Margaret, son Paul 
and daughter-in-law Jean. 
After a recent illness, Ted formerly of Ravens Park Bignall End 
went to live with wife Margaret in the Poplars Residential Care 
Home, Alsagers Bank. 
Ted was formerly employed at the Rolls Royce car factory in 
Crewe, as a machine shop setter, where he gave over 40 
years service. 
His love was to watch the local lads playing football and was a 
big supporter of both Audley Football Club and the old  
Wereton Queens Park team, always with his son Paul,  
whatever the weather.  Ted also loved nothing more than to 
watch the horse racing and would often have a flutter.  
Throughout his life Ted always had a cheery personality,  
always a kind word for who ever he met. 
The funeral was held on the 17th November 2008 at St James 
Church Audley followed by a short service at Bradwell  
Crematorium.  All donations received were donated to the  
Alzheimer Society.  Our thoughts are with all his family and 
friends, please accept our condolences. 

 

Audley Parish Council 
Community Chest Grants 

 

Would your group benefit from a small Community Grant 
There are still funds available this year to voluntary groups 

Grants of up to £1000 
 

For an application form contact the Parish Council on 
01782722168 



The Drawing ‘Mon’  
 

Published in issue 21 of the Audley Community News, we were informing our readers of the 
life of local photographer Thomas Warham.  Thomas was born in Betley, but lived most of 
his life in and around the parish of Audley, during the late parts of the 1890’s and early 
parts of the 1900’s.  Thomas was responsible for taking most of the early photographs 
around the parish and many can now be seen in a number of publications and are often used 
by our magazine. 

Without his dedication to detail and expertise as a photographer 
and painter most of the views of the Audley Parish would have 
been lost for ever.  We have been fortunate to have his daughter 
Lou Warham, write about her memories of her father and this is the final part of her 
story.  During Thomas’s life he was a well know traveller and could be seen with his 
camera strapped to his motorcycle in many parts of the country.  The final part to his 
story shows some of the pictures taken during his travels around Scotland. 
 

The picture above show a Levis Two Stroke motorcycle.  This was the type of transport used by Thomas Warham 
on his travels around the parish.  Lou, his daughter said that her father would occasionally take her for trips 
around the area on his motorcycle and would put a cushion onto the cross bar for her to sit on, with a pair of 
stirrups dangling  from the frame for her feet to 
rest in.   
 

Stage Coach 
Since our readers have read the article about the 
life of Thomas Warham, the photographer,  
several people have thought that some of you 
might be interested in some of the photographs he 
took for his own pleasure.  You may be interested 
to know that during his life time you could still 
see a stage coach being driven along the narrow 
roads of Scotland, with masses of luggage piled 
on the roof, looking ready to fall off.  This  

photograph 
was taken in 
1914. 
 
Ferryman 
 
This is a portrait taken by Thomas Warham in 1904 in Scotland, of the retired 
seaman who then ferried people across the nearby stretch of water.  He talked 
to my father about his life at sea and invited him into his cottage seen across 
the water.  It was very dark inside, but when he was used to it, he saw that on 
the top rail of a wooden chair sat a monkey, quite undisturbed by the visitor. 

 
 
 
 
 

Gypsies 
 
 

My father always had a respect for gipsies and  
enjoyed talking to them.  Their friendliness and their  
acceptance of him is shown in these two photographs 
that he was able to take, obviously with their  
permission, probably in Scotland. 
One is of a family with  two horse drawn traditional  
caravans, with the wife cooking a stew in a pot over 
an open fire sitting between the two caravans.  



Gipsies. 
The second gipsies’ photograph, taken elsewhere, 
with their family of seven children, have no caravan, 
just a curved shelter and a hand drawn cart with a 
rough shelter over it.     
Their life must have been a tough one. Lou Warham.  
Editors comments. 
We have to wonder, whatever did these people think, 
of a man with a camera and tripod taking pictures of 
their normal family life during the early 1900s. 
Audley was so fortunate to have Thomas Warham as 
a member of its parish, as without his dedication to 
the life he loved, these views would have been gone 
forever. 
The Audley Community News, wishes to thank Lou 
Warham for making this article possible.   

Ravensmead Gets Busy Inside and Out 
 

Fundraising for the Outdoor Learning Environment 
 

During the academic year September 2007 to July 2008 the Ravensmead community was engaged in a wide 
range of fund-raising activities and grant applications to support the development of its outdoor learning  
environment. 
 

Close to £16,000 was realised to support this exciting development.  In addition to parental donations, the P.T.A. 
at Ravensmead, known as the “Friends of Ravensmead” arranged a number of functions including the highly 
successful Spring Fayre to support the initiative.   
 

The Key Stage 2 (Junior) Playground has been refurbished with line markings renewed by parents and local firm 
H & G Ash, climbing walls installed, additional fixed basketball rings, storage shed, magnetic wall games,  
pergola and giant chess and draughts games.  The Key Stage 1 (Infant) playground has had its line markings  
renewed and to support the planned development of the Foundation Stage Outdoor Learning areas, work is 
planned shortly to link the Reception and Nursery areas.   
 

The school garden continues to be developed and the school is grateful for the work of Mr Richardson and Mr 
Haywood, both grandparents of pupils in the school, who undertook a major cleaning project over the holiday 
and we are rather hopeful that they will involve themselves and provide much needed guidance and expertise as 
we move towards the Spring Term growing season. 
 

These projects have been supported by a number of groups and we would therefore, like to express our thanks to: 
 

Lottery Fund Breathing Spaces, Britannia Building Society, Staffordshire County Council and Councillor Eddie 
Boden, Co-Operative Wholesale Society, Audley Rotarians and Barclays Bank. 
 

Dance The Day Away 
 

Once again talented Teaching Assistant, Mrs Tracey Furnival, organised a day when the whole Ravensmead 
School community danced the day away on Friday October 
3rd.  We were very grateful for the sponsorship and  
involvement of all our children from Nursery age through to 
Year 6. Over £2000 was realised and half this amount will 
be used to pay for school staging with the remainder used to 
pay for enrichment activities for the children such as the 
visit of a natural historian in November, a poet in residence 
in December and a travelling theatre group we hope to book 
for Christmas. 
 

David Bell 
Headteacher 

 



 
 

                                                                                    

Dennis Cartledge  
 
 
 

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTOR 
 

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
and 14 Birch Road, Bignall End, Stoke-on-Trent  

Floral Tributes and Catering   -   24 Hour Personal Service 
           Monumental Masonry   -   Chapel of Rest 
 

D. Cartledge 
01782 720719 

M. Horne 
01782 722865 

When caring and understanding is most needed 

Family Funeral Business continues into the Next Generation 
 

Dennis Cartledge, funeral director of Ravens Lane Bignall End, having previously assisted in local funeral companies as a 
driver and bearer whilst running his own driving school business, took the opportunity in 1985 to purchase the small but then 
well-known Funeral Business owned by Mr Les Micklewright, which was then based in Miles Green.  Initially, Dennis  
purchased the old Chapel premises in Wood Street Bignall End and used it for two years to get his business up and  
running.  Over these two initial years, with the help from the late Richard Kennedy, Dennis and his family nurtured the  
business based  purely on trust and recommendation.  They pride themselves with their individual high quality service and 
their concern for the bereaved families needs.  The business is family run by Dennis, his wife Edith, daughter Barbara and 
grandsons Mark & Richard who have both now joined the business as partners. 
The business expanded quickly and in 1987 they moved to their new premises in Ravens Lane Bignall End where it  
continues to flourish to this day. 
 

Mark, his grandson, joined the business on a full time basis in September 2008, to continue the family run funeral business 
into the next generation.  Many villagers will know Mark, as he has been assisting Dennis with his funeral duties for the last 
16 years during the evenings and weekend calls.  Mark’s duties have included 
meeting bereaved families and organising funeral arrangements.  Mark,  
knowing that his future was to be part of the family business, studied in  
Funeral Directing at Worcester and in 2004 he achieved the Foundation  
Certificate in Funeral Service. 
 

As an independent family-run Funeral Business, they provide a personal 24 
hour service, 365 days of the year.  Their recently refurbished purposed built 
premises, in Ravens Lane Bignall End, has a Chapel of Rest, large garage 
and a comfortable office where funeral arrangements can be discussed with 
bereaved families if this is preferable to a home visit.   

 

Dennis welcomes Mark Horne into his family run Funeral Business. 

Audley & District Probus Club 
The Probus club once again seems to be increasing in numbers; we welcome Peter and Magdalen McAtominey and Joan 
Walker.  As you can see we now have two female members and hope to increase this in the future months. 
 

Our September meeting was very interesting, a talk was given by Edward Llewellyn on the Audley Brass Band. 
 

In October Ashley Cooper showed pictures and talked about Castro’s Cuba which is in the same state as when it was taken 
over, but it still has one of the top medical and educational systems.  Where are we going wrong? their national wage is $15 a 
month.  As we roll into next year, our Christmas Party is in January at the Butchers Arms, and an open meeting with other 
clubs on the 20th March with a talk by Audley History Society. 
 

If you are retired and at a loose end why not join us for one of our monthly meetings, please ring Chris on 01782 723139. 
Regards Chris Symonds Secretary. 



St James Church 
Mothers Union. 

 

Please don’t miss the two final events on our calendar 
for 2008. 
 

November 20th 2008 at 7:15pm 
Rev Mike Gollins 

Guest speaker at the St James Church Hall Audley. 
****************** 

December 18th 2008 at 6:30pm 
Come along and Celebrate Christmas 

Carols/ Readings/Faith Supper 
Held at the St James Church Hall Audley 

****************** 

For more details regarding our events (Tele Wendy at) 
01782 720381 

Mothers Union would like to wish all the readers of the 
Audley Community News and members of the parish:  

 

 A Very Happy Christmas & Best wishes for 2009. 
 

We also invite you join us at our meetings on the 3rd 
Thursday of the month, at St James Church Hall. 

 

Isaiah 7v14. 
All right then the Lord himself will choose the sign. 
Look! The virgin will conceive a child!  She will give 
birth to a son and will call him Immanuel. 

‘God is with us’.  

Services at St James over the Christmas period 
 
Sunday 14th December 10.45 am Christingle 
 

Sunday 21st December 6.30 pm Carols by  
Candlelight. (Please bring your own candle but in a  
protective container) 
 

Christmas Eve 
Wednesday 24th December  3.00 pm Crib Service 
Wednesday 24th December 11.30 pm Holy  
Communion 
 

Christmas Day 
Thursday 25th December 10.00 am Family  
Communion 
 

Sunday 28th December 10.45 am  Family Service 
 

Sunday 4th January 10. 45 am Family Service 
 

All other services as usual except on the 28th December 
when there is no 8.15 am Service 
 

Christmas Service at St John’s Alsagers Bank 
 
Sunday 21st December 9.30 am Holy Communion 
Christmas Eve 
 

Wednesday 24th December 7.00 pm Carols by 
Candlelight 
 

Sunday 28th December 9.30 am Holy Communion 
 
Improved facilities at St John’s Church Hall 

 Alsagers Bank. 
 
With the help of a grant 
from the Staffordshire 
County Council Local  
members initiative scheme, 
St John’s Church have 
made some additional  
improvements to the Hall.  
New eternal PVC doors at 
both ends of the hall have 
not only improved its  
appearance but will help to 
reduce heat loss. 
 
A ramp improving access for wheelchair users inside the 
church hall, the upgrading and improving of the toilet for 
easier access by those who are disabled and redecoration 
are just the first steps to making the hall usable by and for 
the community.  As additional resources become available 
the Church Council hope to continue improving the Hall. 
 
The facilities were declared open by Councillor Eddie 
Boden at the Autumn Fayre of St John’s Church held in  
October.  The hall is available for hire and enquiries can 
made to Mr Clowry 01782 721342. 

Councillor Edward Boden 
and Rev Peter Davies. 

Halmer End Methodist Church 
 
Forthcoming Events 
 

Saturday 29th November 2008 at 7.00pm: 
Unity Choir-Christmas Concert, with soloist Philip Cartwright 
and Cheshire Brass; compere Mike Rowley. 
Preacher Bob Cooper and members of the Wolstanton Praise 
Group. 
Tickets price £5 available from any Church member. 
 

Wednesday 10th December at 6.15pm: 
Christmas Chip ‘n’ Hymn. 
 

Wednesday 17th December at 6.45pm for 7.00pm start. 
Carol Singing in Alsagers Bank– for ‘Action for Children’ 
Meet at Halmer End Methodist Church. 
 

2009 forthcoming events included: 
Wednesday 28th January : 
Radio Stoke will be recording our ‘Chip ‘n’ Hymn’ Service, 
meet at the Church at 6.45pm. 
 

Friday 27th February: 
‘Evening with Bobby Ball’ (Comedian of Cannon & Ball) 
Details of the show will be available nearer the date.  
 

For more details please contact Robert Plant: 712870 
 

Halmer End Methodist Church now produces a magazine 
‘Village Voice’ for the Halmer End Residents. 



          F.BOON OUTFITTERS    

                          50,52,54 Church Street Audley Stoke on Trent Staffs.  
 
                                      TEL: 01782 - 720300   

 
 

Correction from issue 20. 
Les Lee, of Newcastle, who sent in the Halmer End  
football team photograph 1932-3 used in issue 20,  
apologises and informs us that it was not Alf Rowley in 
the photograph, but Alf Rhodes, who is alive and well 
and living in Alsagers Bank.  

Children's Quiz (under 12’s) 
 

1. Name the 2 dwarves from Snow White and 
the seven dwarves whose names begin with 
D? 

2. What did Snow White eat to make her fall 
asleep? 

3. What colour is Belle’s dress when she first 
meets the Beast in Beauty and the Beast? 

4. Name the 3 children that Homer and Marge 
have in the Simpsons? 

5. In the Flintstones what is the family’s pet 
called? 

6. What does Popeye eat to make him strong? 
7. Name the teacher from Balamory? 
8. Name the red Teletubbie? 
9. Name the dog from the Tweenies? 
10. What is the name of the cat in the Simpsons? 
 

Please send your entries in before the 20th of  
December 2008 to: 
          A.C.N 23 Wood Street 
          Bignall End S-O-T 
          Staffs  ST7 8QL 
 

This Quiz is sponsored by the   
Co-op Store Audley Church Street. 
 

Please include your name address 
and telephone number if possible. The first 10  
correct entries out of the hat will receive a:  

Christmas Selection Box.  

FOOTWEAR 
 

Wide Range Of Elmdale Shoes 
Gents Trainers and Trekkers 
Extensive Stocks of Ladies & 

Gents Padders Brand  
Comprehensive Range Of Ladies 

And Gents Slippers 

MENSWEAR & 
LADIES FASHION 

 

Gents Cardigans, Pullovers by Gabicci 
Gents Farah Trousers 

Shirts By Peter England  
Large Selection Of Ladies Skirts, 

Jumpers ETC 
Ladies And Gents Underwear 

Double Success 
For Local  
Publicans. 

 

Local Landlord Carl Smith, with 
wife Sarah, of the Swan Public 
House Bignall End, have once 
again been awarded the  
prestigious CAMRA Pub of the 
Year for Staffordshire2008, at 
the recent November Stoke Beer  
Festival. 
 

This is the second consecutive 
year they have been awarded this honour.  Carl & Sarah, 
have only been licences, for 3 years at the Swan Pub, but 
during this short period of time they have transformed it into a 
place to enjoy a vast array of traditional beers, which can be 
accompanied by excellent home cooked food. 
They also provide a Tuesday Cheese night and Steak night 
is a favourite on a Thursday.  To taste the beer or try their 
food why not make a booking for a meal. 01782 720662 
If you like to hear Poetry or indeed wish to read your own, 
why not join us on the 1st December 2008 Poetry Night. 





Parish Sporting Heroes               World Record claim for Richard Edge 1930.   
Can you help to identify anyone in this photograph below of the Ravens Lane O.S.A.C which is believed to stand for the (Old 
Scholars Athletic Club). 
The only names known are as follows: Front row: 1st left: William (Bill) Edge, 3rd left: Richard Edge. 
Back row: 4th left Sam Whitmore, 7th left George Cork, 8th left George Edge.  Please contact the Editor with any details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Richard Edge, born in 1908 in the parish of Audley, seen in the above photograph, was also well known for his prowess in the 
sport of track, road distance walking and cross country.  Records show that he became National Champion and was credited 
with breaking a World Record in 1930.  A copy of a newspaper cutting from the time writes:  R Edge, of Alsager Road, Audley 
and the Derby Walking Club, won first place in the Bishop’s Walk (20miles) at Birmingham, in March 1930.  
His time was 2h. 41m. 47sec, which beats D Pavesi’s record put up in 1922, of 2h. 48m. 58sec. 
It is claimed as a world’s record for 20 miles, the previous best being F. Pointon’s 2h. 48m. 17sec., put up at Windsor Park in 
1927. 
Richard was credited with many wins, which included:  Winner of the 2 Mile walk at Longton Park in June 1925 and winner of 
the 10mile All England walk in Liverpool in May 1929, both of these races whilst a member of The North Staffs Harriers.   
During his time in this sport he was credited with the title of the best Midland track walker for two decades and it was known 
that after winning a walking race he would often run on the same day.  

Clubs Richard walked for; North Staffs Harriers; Birchfield Harriers ( Birmingham); Birmingham Walking Club; Derby Walking 
Club; Godiva Harriers Coventry.  Richard retired from the sport whilst a member of Godiva Harriers Coventry, where he had 
moved to live with wife Gladys and daughter Susan in the 1930’s.  Richard’s wife Gladys, (nee Bartlam) formerly of Wood 
Lane will be celebrating her 100th birthday in December 2008 and is still living in Coventry.  This information was kindly  
provided by Monica Harrison, of Ravens Lane Bignall End, who is the niece of Richard Edge. .  
We have included two pictures below showing Richard during his athletic career.  

 
 
  
 

Richard, Winner of the 10 mile All England Walk, can be seen sitting 
on the shoulders of brothers Tom Edge left & George Edge right. 

Richard, seen finishing his World record claimed walk in 
March 1930, at the Derby Club Walk. 

 



Audley Parish Bowmen. 
 

Audley Parish Bowmen Archery Club saw its first Open Shoot this 
summer, before it celebrated it’s first year as a club.  Although  
archery could be found in this area dating back to the 14th century, 
when the Lord of the Manor was required to supply one man with 
bow and arrows in times of disputes to our nearest town of  
Newcastle. 
 

A few locals from the village would attend Shoots in the Potteries 
during 1356 and also in Blore Heath in 1459.  This was the first of 
the modern Shoots, to be held in the shadow of the old Audley  
Castle. 
 

During our day of events, we can say that our Brian the Lion and 
Bart Simpson our targets received no wounds, nor did any  
Frenchmen or Yorkists come to any harm. 
A small group of dedicated people, including several younger  
members expelled lots of effort to help organise a 36 target Shoot.  
This was placed half in the wooded area with the remainder in open 
fields. 
 

Unfortunately, those archers who were in the open were washed by 
our summer rains and general conditions were rather slippery. 
115 competitors completed the course and most seemed to enjoy 
our mixture of 3Ds and 2Ds targets. 
The individuality of many of our targets, was mainly thanks to Craig 
Shore’s  energy and artistic skills. 
 

Sincere thanks are due to Anna, Barbara, Joan, Karen, Mandy, Sue 
and Tina who provided us with such excellent food. 
The day was a first for all involved.  This is just a start for us and we 
will take on board the comments made and the positive advice on 
how to make improvements for the future. 
 

The event also helped to raise £100 which was donated to Leddy’s 
Field.     
Terry Lilly, member of the Audley Parish Bowmen.   

 
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue 

Forthcoming Events. 
 
 

13th December 2008 
Due to the huge success of Midsummer Myehem,  
Newcastle Area Command is pleased to announce 
they will be holding a Community Fire Safety Day at 
Newcastle Fire Station, commencing from 10am  
until 3pm on the 13th December 2008. 
They will be promoting Fire Safety in the home,  
particularly around the festive season eg candle 
safety, Christmas tree light safety.  All proceeds from 
the day will be donated to the Fire Fighters Charity. 
 

14th February 2009 
A Community Safety Awareness day will be held in 
Audley commencing at 10am until 2pm on the 14th 
February 2009  The venue will be held at:  
The Pensioners Hall, Church Street Audley.   
There will be activities for the children and also Fire 
Safety Awareness in the home. 
There will be various other agencies involved, if you 
wish to participate or require future information 
please contact either of the following: 
 

For both events: Carmel Warren 01785 898524  
                       Mark Hammersley 07967 573508 

 

********************************************* 

“To Book a free Home Fire Risk Check” 
Contact: 0800 0241 999 

 

For non emergency enquiries: 08451 22 11 55  
 

Or log onto: www.staffordshire.gov.uk.ul 
 

Or: www.direct.gov.uk/firekills 
 
 

In an emergency dial 999 

To Advertise in our magazine please contact the Editor at: 
 

01782 721565 
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 



AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB. 
TOWN FIELDS, OLD ROAD 

BIGNALL END ST7 8QH 
Dear Sir. 
      I write on behalf of Audley Football Club. For the past seven years we have been running a 
beer festival to raise money in order to help us to continue in providing football facilities for the 
children of the community. 
      The beer festivals in the past have proven to be a very popular community event and we find that people look 
forward to it each year, it also draws visitors from all parts of Staffordshire, Cheshire and Shropshire.  Last year 
we even had visitors from South Africa and Australia (obviously our success is spreading globally)!  Last year’s  
festival (2007) was very well supported and raised £8030.  
      All the money raised by the beer festival is as always ploughed back into the club for the benefit of these  
junior players and development of the new surface, however like last year we will be donating a percentage of 
our profit to local community groups, these last year being `Audley & District First Responders` &`The Audley  
Community News`.  The newspaper & 1st Responders are run by volunteers, they rely solely on public donations 
to keep them running and they benefit the people of our community so that is why last year each of the above 
groups received £400 from our total profit.  I also wish to point out that the organisers & workers at the beer  
festival are all un-paid volunteers and give their time and effort freely to benefit the club and chosen charities. 
     If you would like to be associated with our next festival by becoming a barrel sponsor please do not hesitate to 
contact me at the above address or by telephone on 07742688047. 
     Sponsor prices are as follows – 
Full barrel £80, ¾ £60, ½ £40, ¼ £20. 
      Your support would be greatly appreciated.  Yours sincerely,  Kelvin Chell (Vice Chair).   

 

est. 1895 

 

A View of Leddys Field 
 

Just a few steps away from the centre of our village, Audley 
has now a nature reserve flourishing with wild life and it’s  
natural foliage. 
 

Take a few minutes of your time and walk down the steps from 
Hall Street into Leddy’s Field or enter from the gateway in New 
Road Bignall End and enjoy the walk through this now well  
established area of country side. 
The whole of the reserve is now flourishing, with the pond well  
established and the outline areas producing natural cover for 
the wildlife.  This is now an area where Voles can be found, a 
species which was thought to be on the decline.   
We have a resident Heron who visits the pound, ducks and moorhens nest on the island and we are often visited by the  
Sparrow Hawks, as they journey our countryside looking for food.  
 

How lucky we are to have been provided with such enjoyable scenery.   
As with most of these projects, money to maintain the area is always a problem.  Audley Parish Council who have taken over 
responsibility for the wildlife area from the Borough Council, is finding that the increased maintenance costs are becoming a 
financial challenge to its small budget.  
Audley Parish Council is looking at ways in which to obtain grants, as money is now required urgently to pay for work to be 
done on the pond area, which is now starting to over grow.  An inspection by Parish Council officials in conjunction with two 
nature reserve expertise has established which work is a priority, which includes, clear the silting of the pond and removal of 
the invading weed including fast spreading bull-rushes which will cause the pond to revert to marsh land. 
 

Conservation is the main target and the need for a specialist to do the work is a must, this will no doubt increase the overall 
costs. 
 

The Bowmen of Audley have offered to volunteer to do any unskilled work or clearing of the land. 
 

If anyone would like to volunteer with the maintenance, or just wishes to help to improve the area in Leddys Field 
please contact either of the following:  Ranger Les Foster, Ian Wilkes Audley Post Office, Councillor Ron Kinnersley, 
any of the Bowmen, or Val Pearson on Tele;01782 722959.  



THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

Chapel Street Bignall End SoT. 
               Tel: 01782 720622 

 

6 Real Ales & 4 Traditional Ciders 
 

Pick a Key and open the Box Stashed with Cash 
There may be in excess of £300.00 within the casket 
with more to be added each week if not won. 

 
 

Your hosts Sarah & Carl wish all their  
Customers a Very Merry  

    Christmas & a Prosperity 
New Year  

Sports Quiz 
 

1. Who is the only person to captain The Lions and 
the English Cricket Team? 

 

2. What is a bunker known as in the USA? 
 

3. Who are the only father and son to  captain the 
England Cricket Team? 

 

4. What famous first in football will always be 
held by Keith Peacock? 

 

5. Which jockey won the Derby, Oaks and  St.              
          Ledger in 2001? 
 

6. Peter Shilton played his 1000th football league 
appearance with which club? 

 

7. Which 3 counties did Ian Botham play cricket 
for? 

 

8. Who was Barcelona's boss for their record 
fourth European Cup Winner’s Cup final       
triumph in 1997? 

 

9. Who was the first unseeded man to win   
 the Wimbledon tennis tournament?  
 

10. Where is the Happy Valley Racecourse? 
 

11. Which great football manager was also boss at 
Grimsby and Workington? 

 

12. Who was Britain’s first ever gold medallist in 
an Olympic throwing event in 1984? 

 

For the answers please turn to page 30 

Correction from Issue 21. Carnival Queen. 
We have been reliably informed, that the boy who 
could be seen on the 1932 Carnival Queen photograph, 
was in fact Kenneth Riley of Scot Hay Alsagers Bank.  
Our thanks go to Freda Taylor for her help.  

 

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE 
………. best value locally 

 

Now Under New Management. 
 

    In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock 
 
                                      Some things you may not know:-  
 

                                                                  ► We are agents for DRY CLEANING 
 

                                 ► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in! 
 

                                 ► Need to send a fax or have something laminated? 
 

Then come along to see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End 
Tele: 01782  729113 

 

Your friendly, village store 

To advertise in the Audley Community News, please 
contact the Editor on: 01782 721565 or email: 

erniemoult@hotmail.co.uk 



PC George Heppell 
 

With 35 years of dedicated service to law and order in the county of Staffordshire, PC 
George Heppell has now retired from his duties. 
George, a family man with two boys who lives in the Audley Parish, started his career 
as a police constable in 1973, when he joined the Staffordshire Police and was  
assigned to the Newcastle-Under-Lyme Station.  George has in fact remained linked to 
the Newcastle-Under-Lyme area performing front line response duties throughout his 
entire 35 years service. 
 

Since 1980, George has mainly been based from the Madeley and Audley Police Posts, 
serving the rural community in both area officer and first response roles.  During his 
28 years of working in our local community, George has gained an in depth  
knowledge of the rural area and it’s community.  He built up a network of contacts, 
which is second to none and was often called upon by other officers for advice and  
assistance regarding rural issues.  Over the past few years PC Heppell has been of great benefit to the newly  
employed Police Community Support Officers.  
 

George holds the respect of supervisors and constables within what was now evolved to be the Neighbourhood  
Policing Team, by his continued enthusiasm and commitment.  The fact that he has remained five years passed 
the time when most officers would have taken retirement, is testimony to this and an indication of his genuine  
interest in serving the local community.  
PC Heppell is recognised for being well spoken and having a well developed sense of humour.  George, in the 
later years of his career has received a number of Divisional Commendations in respect of arrests made,  
preserving life and service to the community. 
 

In 2007, PC Heppell was successfully nominated for the Chief Constable’s Award for Lifetime Achievement. 
There was a great deal of local  support from the Audley Parish community.  A number of local people spoke 
well of what PC Heppell had achieved during his time serving the parish:  Mr Kevin Phillips for the Children of 
Audley Residents Association; Mr Brad Bradshaw the secretary of the Audley Millennium Youth Club and 
County Councillor Eddie Boden were but a few.  Mr Phillips referred to PC Heppell’s outstanding work plus  
professional and caring attitude, Mr Bradshaw stated he was ‘always willing to listen to any comments and  
concerns about the local youth of the community and Cllr Boden referred to the high esteem that the people of 
Audley held George . 
 

There have been many tributes to George from his colleagues in the police force, but two just seem to sum up 
what George is all about, ‘someone to be looked up to’ and  he ‘epitomises what being a community constable 
is all about’ these are certainly tributes that George can be so proud of. 
 

Therefore Sunday 9th November, Remembrance Sunday, 2008, is the final day George will serve our parish.   
We at the Newsletter wish to express the gratitude of the whole of the parish of Audley in thanking George for 
the excellent service to our parish and wish him and his family a very happy retirement. 
The above photograph shows PC George Heppell on the left, with PCSO Mark Gribble right, on their daily  
duties around the parish of Audley.    

PCSO Mark Gribble. 
As one career end another one begins, we have been informed that PCSO Mark Gribble who has for the past 2 
years been one of our local Community Police Officers, has successfully been accept into the police force as a 
full time constable.  PCSO Gribble, will be serving in the Staffordshire Police Service and we wish him well for 
the future and thank him for his dedication over the past two years to our parish.  Editor. 

Audley Community News new details. 
 

The Newsletter has now a new emailing address which  will be available for use from  
the 1st of January 2009 new address is:  audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk 
 
We also have to inform our subscribers, that due to the increases in production cost  
and postage charges over the past five years, we have unfortunately had to increase  
the subscription charges to £10.00 per year.  The new charges will commencing March 
1st 2009.   
This will be the first increase we have made in  over 5 years. 

Audley Community News, tries to make 
sure that all text, facts, addresses, 
telephone numbers and details written in 
its magazine are correct on the day of  
publication. 
 

It is sometimes impossible to clarify all 
details submitted for publication. 
We therefore take no responsible for any 
mistakes made in text or details printed.    



The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

Christmas is fast approaching and it’s the busiest time of the year for the Rotary Club. 
 
We are again running our ‘Tree of Light’ fund-raising event and the lights will be switched on at 7pm on  
Friday 5th December at Audley Library.  Please come along and join in the fun.  As usual, donations in  
remembrance of a loved one can be made by completing one of our forms which will be circulating around the 
villages.  Yet again, all profits will be donated to the Donna Louise Trust. 
 

Santa will be on his way very soon! Dates for your diary are: 
 

8th December  -    Waterhayes 
9th December  -    Red Street and Waterhayes 
11th December  -    Wood Lane 
12th December  -    Madeley Heath & Betley 
15th December  -    Madeley 
16th December  -    Scott Hay, Alsagers Bank, Halmer End and Miles Green 
18th December  -    Bignall End 
19th December  -    Audley 
 

Start times will be around 5.30pm. 
 

Santa will also be in Audley village on Saturday 20th December. 
 

The schools are back for a new year and so we are starting to work with Chesterton, Sir Thomas Boughey and 
Madeley High Schools.  A number of us will be helping out at Madeley High with their Enterprise Day on 21st 
November.  We are also helping Madeley with their mentoring scheme. 
 

We are again supporting Harriet Maddock, our kick-boxing champion and are working closely with the Children 
of Audley. 
 

On the social side of things, a number of Rotarians and partners attended District Conference in Llandudno in 
October and we are through to the next round of the Snooker, Ten-Pin Bowling and the District quiz.  We are 
also through to the finals of Cricket and Crown Green Bowling. 
 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, from all at the Rotary Club of Audley and thank you for your  
continuing support. 
 
Neil Ginnis 
 
Rotary Contacts 
 

Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
 

Secretary:  David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net) 

Potteries Building Supplies Wish all their valued customers a Very Merry Christmas & A Prosperous New 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
mailto:davidroyle@audley.net�




                               News & Gifts 

 

Widest range of  greetings cards  
& Christmas gifts in the area 

 

+ Home delivery news service  
Extended range of magazines  
Confectionery  /  Dry Cleaning  

 Stationery  /  Lottery 

Occasions 
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 

Tel: 01782 720323 
Seasons Greetings to all our Customers 

Cricket Team from issue 21. 
 

The Cricket team shown in our last issue, was in fact 
the Halmer End Cricket team, not the Scot Hay team.  
We are sorry for the confusion, but unfortunately we 
had been misinformed.  Editor. 

Audley & District W.I 
 

Well where has this year gone, I just can’t believe 
it will soon be Christmas and we at the W.I, have 
had a most enjoyable 2008. 
We all enjoyed a group outing to Warwick on the 
one day that the sun eventually came back in September, 
where we visited the Royal Leicester Hospital which I would 
definitely recommend.   
The hospital was founded by Robert Audley all those years 
ago, but its not a hospital as such, its more like a home for  
servicemen.  You can apply to live in a flat there if you have 
served in the forces, It is also rent free, but then you help to run 
it.  All the residents are expected to get up and say prayers 
every day at 9.30am except for a Monday, it is closed on that 
day, they are all allowed to have a lie in.  The Hospital is still 
run by a Master, who kindly showed us around, it is well worth 
a visit if you are ever in Warwick. 
 

Paul Ball from Peak Pursuits also gave us a visit.  He has now 
moved into the Old Council Offices at the bottom of Audley.  
He informed us what he had done to improve the building and  
provide an adventure programme in the village.  Great things 
are in the pipeline from Peak Pursuits, which will be most  
beneficial to the youngsters in the area.  Anyone is welcome to 
drop in and find out what is happening.  There are a number of 
informative leaflets available.  Paul offered the ladies of the W.I 
an opportunity to join them, but nobody volunteered for  the 
Abseiling or Kayaking.  On a personal note, I think the only  
adventure I could consider would be archery and then I don’t 
suppose it would do the arthritis in my neck any good. 
 

Our group was visited by a very interesting speaker Mrs  
Barbara Wilson, whose grandmother was a leading  
Suffragette.  She brought a number of items which belonged to 
her grandmother.  These included Diaries, Banners, Badges, 
slides etc, which portrayed what women had to go through all 
those years ago.  I felt so ashamed after hearing the suffering 
those women had to go through to get a vote, knowing I had 
not bothered to go out and vote on a number of occasions. 
 

We are now looking forward to our next night of entertainment 
‘Day in the Life of a Veterinary Surgeon’, with Sebastian Daley, 
this will then be followed by our Christmas party on the 4th  
December, another night of fun for our group. 
 

We have welcomed a number of new members during 2008 
and they do so enjoy our meeting and events. 
Audley W.I, really enjoy themselves, it’s a break from our daily 
chores, which inevitable ends up with tears of laughter.  We 
continue to help to support our local charities, when holding our 
events throughout the year and we are always looking for new 
places to visit and events to participate in. 
 

We at the W.I would like to take this opportunity to say A very 
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year to everyone who lives 
in this lovely parish of Audley. If you wish to join our group or 
need any information about our future events please contact 
me Ann Marsden, at  Tel: 01782 721957 

Millennium Green 
Calendar dates for Work Party  

 
Sunday 14th December 2008. 

 
Saturday 10th January 2009 

 
Sunday 8th February 2009 

 
Saturday 14th March 2009 

 
Sunday 19th April 2009 

 
Volunteers meet on the Audley Community Centre 
Car park at 10am on each of the dates. 

For more details please tel: 01782 721693  



Audley New Health Centre 
Church Street Audley 

New Opening Times 
 

Monday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Tuesday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

 Wednesday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm                   

  Thursday  8.00 am to 8.00 pm 
 

  Friday  8.00 am to 6.30 pm 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Youth Club  
 

Audley Methodist Church 
 

Kids from 7 to 11’s  
Wednesday Night 

6pm -7.15pm 
 

Admission 50p  
Includes a drink. 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 

Car Boot & Table Top Sale 
 

Audley & District Community Centre 
New Road Audley SoT. 

 

8.30am until 11.30am 
 

December 6th 2008 
February 7th 2009 

March 7th 2009 

To Book 
Tel 07762285315 

Or 
07946657128 

Indoor £7.00 
Outdoor £6.00 

Setting up from 
7.30am.  

Audley Library 
Hall Street Audley 

Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 
 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

 

Please 
Give 
Us 

Your 
Details 

For 
Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

Fun & Laughter for all 



Where you can find the Newsletter 
 

 
AUDLEY CO-OP PHARMACY CHURCH STREET 

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
AUDLEY LIBRARY  

AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS OCCASIONS 

AUDLEY DENTAL SURGERY 
BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 

BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

F BOONS CLOTHES STORE CHURCH STREET  

 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN 

 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 
 
 

  BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH 
 

Tel: (01782) 722847 
 
 

  
 

 G K MOTORSPORT 
        CHESTER ROADCHESTER ROAD  

AUDLEY SOT 
 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

Seasons Greetings 
To all our customers. 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

To all the people of the parish a very 
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year 

Best wishes Ann & Eddie. 

Sports Quiz answers 
 

1.   Andrew Stoddart 

2.   Trap. 

3.   Colin and Christopher  Cowdrey. 

4.   First substitute in a League Football game. 

5.   Michael Kinane 

6.   Leyton Orient 

7.   Somerset, Worcestershire  and Durham 

8.   Bobby Robson 

9.    Boris Becker 

10.  Hong Kong 

11.  Bill Shankley 
12.  Tessa Sanderson 

 Audley & District WMC 
 

Indoor Bowling 2008-9 
 

 Every Tuesday Evening 7.30 pm start. 
 

Why not come along to see your local Indoor Bowling teams 
compete in the Top Indoor Bowling Leagues of Staffordshire. 
Sit in a relaxed atmosphere and enjoy a drink, every one is  
welcome.   



COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILLOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

Audley Workingmen's’ Club  
Halloween Night 
 

Once again Audley 
Workingmen’s Club,  
provided the venue for a 
Halloween Party for the 
kids from around the  
parish. 
 

Linda Shaw, the new 
stewardess at the  
Workingmen's Club, with 
a group of parents and 
volunteers, provided the  
party and fancy dress.     

It was held in the club’s concert room on Thursday 30th October, 
refreshments and a number of prizes had been kindly donated. 
A big thank you goes to the Committee of Audley Workingmen’s 
Club for the use of the room once again. 

Tiling by a qualified professional 
Call Pete for your free estimate 
01782 565072  or  07932337101 

Therapy in a Bottle 
for Christmas 
 

If local complementary  
therapist Daryl Green, from 
Audley Natural Therapy, has 
his way we may well be giving 
out a different kind of bottle 
this Christmas. 
 

Due to his experience Daryl has been chosen by top French  
aromatherapy house “Tortue Rouge” to road-test their brand new 
“Therapy in a Bottle” blends of mobility and relaxation massage 
oils.  The new recipes have been commissioned from leading 
French aromatherapist and author Gerard Claeys and the contain 
only organic carrier and essential oils. 
Daryl is looking for a couple of people who would be willing to have 
2 back, neck and shoulder treatments from him for comparison.  
There is no cost involved though you must be willing to give your 
considered opinion on the experience.  Ideally you will have  
previous experience of aromatherapy or massage. 
 

This is a rare opportunity so to avoid missing out please  
contact Daryl Green on 01782 729121. 

Photo by Lisa Wilson 



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

              High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

Champion of the 
World 

 
 
Who would have thought that 
we had so much hidden talent 
in our parish. 
 

We had no further to look than 
Heathcote Road in Miles 
Green, when our own World 
Champion was crowned in 
October 2008. 
It was a double celebration for 
the now Kick Boxing Campion, 
Harriet Maddock who was 
only 15 years old when she  
qualified for the World Traditional Karate Association World 
Championships in Carrera, Italy. 
 

The competition was held from the 21st to the 26th of October 
and there were over 5000 entrants from over 60 countries.  
Harriet’s categories were Girls 14/15 years points and girls 
15/15 years light continuous.  In the points section there were 2 
Italian, 1 Spanish and 2 English girls of which Harriet was one. 
Harriet managed to get the Bronze medal. 
In the light continuous category there were 2 French, 1 Hungarian and Harriet.  She fought in the qualifiers to get through to 
the final which was held on Sunday 26th of October, the day of Harriet’s 16th birthday.  She managed  to beat the French girl 
in the final thus retaining her World Championship from last year.  This means that Harriet has now qualified for the World 
Traditional.Karate.Association. European Final in April next year. 
 

Also this year the Kick Boxing Training Black Belt Federation, has run a grand champions league which started in February of 
this year and the finals were held on Sunday 2nd of November.  Harriet’s categories were the girls under 16 points and ladies 
under 70KG light continuous.  In the points category she won 2 gold, 1 silver and 1 bronze medal which added to her taking 
grand champion in that category. 
In the light continuous she gained 3 gold and 1 bronze medal.  So she therefore took grand champion in that category also. 
 

Harriet has trained for 9 years and obtained her black belt on the 1st December 2007 with Sensai Doug Clarke at Unit E, 
Clough Street Hanley.  Telephone 0791174466. 
 

Harriet trains 5 nights a week and also has her own class at Richard Heathcote Primary School, Alsagers Bank from 6 to 7 
every Wednesday evening.  The first lesson is free and £2.00 per lesson thereafter. 

If anyone wishes to join us at the Richard Heathcote School: For more details ring: 07774529291.  



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

  

A Very Merry Christmas 
& 

A Prosperous New Year 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 
Horsleys  

63 Church Street Audley SoT 
Logs for 

Sale 

 

Let us supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a selection of 
‘Fancy Goods’ 
Ideal for those 

Christmas Gifts 

 

“For All Occasions” 
Florist Card& & Gift Shop 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion 

Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year 
We Specialise in all  

Funeral flowers with 100% 
Care & Attention 

 
 

 

80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 
Tele: 01782 720060 

Coal for 
Sale 

Seasons Greetings to all our customers Pauline & Jeff 

Order Your Holly & Silk  
Christmas Wreaths 


