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Are you aged between 12 and 18 
with nothing to do on Tuesday and 

Thursday nights?   
Why not come to Audley Adult 
Education Centre from 7:30 pm 

until 9:30 pm, and join  
the Army Cadet Force? 

WHEN: TUESDAYS & THURSDAYS 

7.30PM—9.30PM 

WHERE:  AUDLEY ADULT 

EDUCATION CENTRE 

WE WANT YOU . . . . . . . 

Contact:  A Scrivener on 07952 786240 
for more details or to join 

 
                                            Poster designed with help from  

Come along and try some of our activities including: 
 
Marshalling  Weapons training           camping 
 
   cooking   parading   
 
Sports              Shooting           Rock Climbing                    Football  
  
                        Swimming                       Make new friends             
    

COME AND TRY IT,  
YOU MIGHT LIKE IT!! 

 



 

Can you remember us ???? 

You will find 
the answer in 
the back of  
Newsletter 

Quaint  
Cottages 
Of the 
Village 

Of 
Audley 

Quaint Cottage 
 

This is a picture of a group of cottages, that were once  in the  
village of Audley.  As you can see they were getting into disrepair 
and were  eventually demolished as they became uninhabitable..  
When you see the picture in the back of the newsletter you may 
of course  recognise the area where they used to be.  Have a go 
and see if you know. If you have any old pictures that we may use 
to continue our  memory lane quiz, we would only be too pleased 
to use them.  We would ensure their safe return.  
 

Memory 
 

Lane 

Youth Success 
Open Day - 
Very Snappy 

 
On Thursday 28th August  there was an 
open meeting held by Youth4Audley in 
the Old Council Offices in Audley.  The    
community were invited to bring along 
any old photographs, that brought back   
memories of former times.  This has been 
hailed as a great success as there were 
over 30 visitors to their first meeting.  It 
was a worthwhile visit as there was a 
great deal of  interest shown by young 
and old.  I found the  meeting so informal 
that you had to enjoy yourself!!  It was 
the first of this type of meeting I have  
attended and I can only encourage others 
to go to the next.  The people of the    
community brought in  a number of very 
interesting photographs to display.  
Youth4Audley were amazed at some of 
the pictures, then they asked the owners 
of the photographs questions about 
where and when they were taken.  While 
all this was going on there was a video 
camera been used to make a recording of 
the event for the groups’ exhibition, 
planned for 29th January 2004.  All    
visitors were given refreshments made 
and served by the youth group.  It was a 
pleasure to see young and old, who had 
not previously been acquainted, mixing 
in this way.   
I would like to congratulate              
Sarah Bonam of EverybodyOnline and 
Letting in the Light on their organisation 
of this event. 
 
I Hope to see more! 

Editor 
Welcome to the second edition of the Audley       

Community News.  I have been overwhelmed with the kind 
words from many local people who have read the first edition 
of the newsletter.  I was cautious in asking  them their 
thoughts, but I need not have worried as their response  was 
that of enjoyment.  I distributed the magazine throughout the 
Parish and received a number of phone calls for more copies.  
Several people have  sent in donations to help to cover the cost 
of producing the newsletter, which will come in very handy  
towards the cost of this issue.  The mix of the magazine was 
mentioned and people said that by trying to cover most  
interests there was something for every one to read.  I will try 
to keep as much information as is possible in future issues, but 
your help by sending in relevant information is what I need.  
As I have said before if you wish to come along and help it is 
possible to change the date/time of our meetings.  Please  
continue to enjoy the News Letter, also let me know your 
needs.  Any donations would be most welcome to help cover 
our costs. 
 

 
News Letter Given Grant From 

Local Members Initiative Scheme 
 
As editor of  the Audley Community News 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Councillor E. Boden for his help in obtaining a 
grant for funds to purchase some equipment 
needed for the production of the News Letter.  
This grant was obtained from The Local  
Members Initiative Scheme, which is provided 
by Staffordshire County Council.  We would 
ask Councillor Boden to pass on our deep 
gratitude to Staffordshire County Council, 
as without this award we would have had great 
difficulty in producing the newsletter. 
 

  



Audley & District Family History Society 
 

Local Businesses at the beginning of World War 11  

HALMER END  
IN 1940 

 
Mrs Mary Annie Bowers, Shopkeeper 11 High Street 
 

Mrs Mary Hannah Cornes, Grocer , 339 Heathcote Rd  
 

Arthur James Dean , Hairdresser, 169 High Street 
 

Mrs Dean, Boot Repairer, 119 High Street 
 

William Evans, Boot & Shoe Repairs, 49 High Street 
 

Leonard Harrison, Cycle & Radio Dealer, 68 High Street 
 

Alexarnder Johnson, Fruiterer, High Street 
 

Isaac Johnson, Cycle Repairs, 123 High Street 
 

James Mullinex, Greengrocer, 162 High Street 
 

Railway Hotel, 10 High Street 
 

Red Lion Hotel, 135-137 High Street 
 

Richardson & Co, Grocer, 80 High Street 
 

William Riley & Sons, Ironmonger etc, 213 High Street 
 

Arthur Rowley, Tobacconist, 375 Heathcote Road 
 

Henry Shuffelbotham, Butchers, 107 High Street 
 

Mrs Sarah Smart, Shopkeeper, 117 High Street 
 

John Venables, Coal merchant, 54 High Street 
Charles Whitehurst, Butcher, 167 High Street 

ALSAGERS BANK  
IN 1940 

 

 
Mrs Ethel Beech, Confectioner, 132 High Street 
 

Boughey Arms Public House, 115 High Street 
 

Arthur Cooper, Greengrocer, 250 High Street 
 

Mrs Martha Ellen Dean, Shopkeeper, 202 High Street 
 

Farmers Boy Public House, 1 Scot Hay Road 
 

Gresley Arms Public House, 144 High Street 
 

Harry Lea, Leather Goods Manufacturer Sot Hay Road 
 

Mrs Ann Norcup, Shopkeeper, 181 High Street 
 

David Norcup, Insurance Agents, 181 High Street 
 

Poole & Sons, Motor Omnibus Proprietors, 235 High St 
 

Abraham Rogers, Shopkeeper, 266 High Street 
 

Silverdale Co-operative Society, 10 High Street 
 

George Sumnall, Shopkeeper, 196 High Street 
 

Thomas Warburton, Shopkeeper, 186 High Street 
  

Please contact the News Letter or the History Society if you have any information about any of the above 

The Price of Coal 
 

The once extensive coal mining industry of the Audley Parish (including Talke) comprised the collieries and pits at 
Bunker Hill (Talke).  Talke-o’-th-Hill, Jamage, Rookery, Diglake, Boyles Hall, Bignall Hill, Podmore Hall 
(including The Minnie Pit), Hayeswood and Wood Pit ( Wood Lane).  The industry claimed the lives of 100’s of  
local men and boys, in accidents and disasters.  Which include the following : 
 

1836  BIGNALL HILL COLLIERY       11 Deaths 
 

1866  TALKE oth HILL COLLIERY      91 Deaths 
 

1873  TALKE oth HILL COLLIERY      18 Deaths 
 

1874  BIGNALL END COLLIERY        17 Deaths 
 

1875  BUNKERS HILL COLLIERY      43 Deaths 
 

1895  DIGLAKE COLLIERY                 75 Deaths 
 

1911  BIGNALL HILL COLLIERY         6 Deaths 
 

1915  MINNIE PIT                                   9 Deaths 
 

1918  MINNIE PIT                                155 Deaths 
  

The History Society has records of miners who lost 
their lives in local mines, along with information on the major colliery disasters.  Please contact the  
History Society well in advance if you would like to view any of these records.   
Contact:  Miss Pat Spode Tel: 01782 720495   

AUDLEY & DISTRICT FAMILY  
HISTORY SOCIETY 
Forthcoming meetings 

Admission £1.00 to non-members (All are welcome) 
 

Wednesday 3 Dec 2.00-400pm  Research afternoon 
********************************************* 

Friday 5 Dec 7.00-9.00pm. Research Evening 
******************************************** 
Wednesday 7 Jan 2004 2.00-400pm Research afternoon 
********************************************* 

 
All enquiries to Miss Pat Spode Tel: 01782 720495     

We would welcome any information or photographs 
to publish in our future News Letters (Editor) 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
 

RECIPES 
 

Lemon Dessert Pie 
Ingredients required. 
6 Ounces/ 185g Plain Biscuits 
3 Ounces / 90g Margarine 
2 Level Tablespoons of Sugar 
1 Lemon Pie Filling Mixture 
Half Pint of Water 
1 Egg 
 

First take the biscuits place into a bowl and crush into fine 
pieces. 
 

Melt the Margarine then with the sugar pour both  into the 
biscuits, stir well. 
 

Take a pie dish and line the dish with the biscuit mixture 
you have just prepared. 
 

Take two small bowls then separate the egg. 
 

With the packet of Lemon pie filling pour into a saucepan 
with recommend amount of water, add the egg yoke and 
stir well. 
Bring the mixture to the boil slowly also stirring all the 
time.  When the mixture has reach the boiling stage take 
from the heat and allow to cool. 
 

Take a large bowl place in the egg white and whisk until it 
no longer slides in the bowl. 
 

You then add the lemon  mixture to the whisked egg white 
then fold the mixture in gently. 
 

Take the lined pie dish with the biscuit mix, then pour in 
the lemon and egg  mixture.   
 

Allow this to set, then decorate with chocolate chip or 
chocolate powder and cherries.  Or just leave to eat as it is. 
 

A simply tasty dish.   
 

Top Chef     

(KITCHEN TIPS) 
 

When you have a party and needs loads of warm 
dishes to serve the prepared food on, there is never 
enough room in the oven to warm them in one go.  
So here are a couple of quick tips: 
Place the plates into the dishwasher and run on a 
dry cycle. 
Secondly try putting 1 tablespoon of water on each 
plate then stack them on top of one another.  Place 
them into a microwave for one minute each to 
warm. 
 

Baking tins and trays are less likely to rust after 
been washed if you dry them in the oven when it is 
cooling down after use. 
 

A few drops of vanilla essence in water will help to 
remove unwanted smells from plastic containers. 
 

Keep your cling –film in the refrigerator this will 
make it  much easier to handle. 
 

If two glasses have stuck together,  fill the top one 
with cold water, then dip the bottom one in hot  
Water.  This should help to part the two glasses. 
 

If your cupboard or wardrobe has a musty smell, 
first empty it then place a cup full of just-boiled 
milk inside then close the doors.  Leave for a few 
hours 
 

Onion odours on your hands?  Rub your fingers 
with a little salt before washing. 
 

Mrs Knowitall  says:  “The best thing about an  
accident in the kitchen is that your husband doesn’t  
know he is getting it for his tea!!” 

Coronation Day Menu at “Delamere” 
Halmer End June 1953 

 

This is a copy of a prepared menu, to be eaten on 
the day of the Coronation, sitting round the (12΄´ 
screen!)  television set. 
 

10 a.m   Tea & Biscuits 
 

Lunch    Tomato juice / Tongue paste sandwiches 
              Sausage rolls / Salmon pates / Fresh  fruit 
              Cheese & Biscuits / Coffee / Lemonade 
 

Tea       Tomato & Lettuce sandwiches / Egg & 
             Cress sandwiches / Puff pastries / Coffee 
              & Chocolate cake / Lemon & Orange 
              sponge buns / Coronation cake / Loyal 
              toast. 
 

Supper   Soup / Fried bread / Remains 
 

I wonder how many of our readers sampled this 
menu on the day? 
               Information supplied by:   Pat Spode    

Christmas Message 
When you think you’ve done it all 
There’s always more to do 
Things to make or things to mend 
Sometimes without a clue. 
 

But Christmas time is here again 
And it’s time to celebrate 
The birth of baby Jesus 
So things will have to wait. 
 

D Bate. 



Readers letters & Information 

Dear Ernie/ Editor, 
                 I would just like to thank you for inviting me to 
the open day at the Old Council Offices, which was well  
organised by Youth4Audley.  The day was held on the  
Thursday the 28th August 2003 10.30am till 1.00pm.  You 
kindly invited  me to bring along my old photographs to 
show to the young people.  After seeing  my old photos I was 
then asked questions about them by the youth group.  There 
was a great number of the youngsters who showed interest in 
my old snaps, especially the one of Danny Bowers who was  
one of our former local football heroes who played for Stoke 
City FC and also Crewe Alex FC.  It was also nice to see the 
group using their cameras and video equipment with great 
expertise.  If I had known I would have put my posh frock 
on!!  The memories came flooding back to those time in my 
life when I was the former landlady of the Butchers Arms 
public house in the village.   It was so nice to see that the 
young people were trying to bring the community together 
and it was also an opportunity to pass on my memories.  
There are many tales that I could tell but the time went so 
quickly.  I wish to thank them for the lovely cup of coffee 
they gave to me and also for the few moments in time that  
reminded me of my past.   I can only see good coming out of 
these meetings and would only encourage the group to   
continue to  have more.   

Yours sincerely  Mona Latham    
Editors reply  
Mona it was a pleasure to escort you to the meeting,  
knowing that doing good for other people is one of your 
great pastimes.   
There are certain people in this world that seem to do only 
good and to them just a thanks is all they need  
Many Thanks  

Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
For all Breeds 

Bathed – Clipped – Nail Etc. 
 

Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  

“Merry 
Xmas” 

Dear Sir/madam. 
In response to your article in Audley Community News 
the John Howell & Son referred to had his premises at 
No 2 Bignall Hill.  The house was built as a saddle  
makers shop and he owned a further 13 premises.  
The house was built in 1911 and served the local  
community for several years supplying leather goods.  
Also you refer to the village of Audley as having a  
railway station this is incorrect. The station was in fact 
in Bignall End at the bottom of Boon Hill.  Although  
geographically Bignall End is counted as part of Audley 
we are in fact a separate community a fact that the 
council is only too aware of when it comes to spending 
monies. 
              Yours sincerely   R P Metcalfe. 
 
Editor:  Many thanks for your email.  In response to 
your query about the station name, I am informed 
by the  
History Society that in fact it was called Audley  
Railway Station.  Also if you read the letter in the 
next column this has also a reference to the bridge.     

Audley Railway Station Bridge 
 

Dear Editor,  
        In the early 1960’s I was living at Mow Cop in a 
smallholding which included a cottage built of  
grit stone which I wished to extend.  I was  
completing the building of several bungalows in High 
Street, Wood Lane and then moving on to work on an 
estate at Madeley.  I travelled each day from Mow 
Cop through the Audley area on my way to Madeley 
with my workmen.  One day in 1965 I was stopped at  
Audley station bridge, at the bottom of Boon Hill, by 
a man who was contracted to demolish the bridge.  
He asked if I could find a use for the concrete rubble 
from the reinforced decking on the bridge, which I 
would have to move myself as soon as possible in  
order to keep the road clear.  I came to an agreement 
whereby I would  move the concrete to use as  
hardcore for a road in Madeley, provided I could also 
take the stone from the bridge supports when it  
became available.  This I could then use for the  
cottage renovations.  I used a lorry and a digger to 
move the concrete and the stone over a period of 
time.  Eventually Audley Station  Railway bridge 
came to rest as part of Browns Farm Estate in 
Madeley and part of Machins Farm at Mow Cop.  
 

Ron Burndred. 
Many thanks to the Audley & District Family  

History Society for this  
information 

 

 



JOHN JACKSON 
172 RAVENS LANE BIGNALL END 

SOT 
 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE FOR THE 

HOME  
FRESHLY COOKED MEATS ALSO FREEZER ORDERS 

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 
WE ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 

 

Don’t forget your “Festive” Orders 
 “Unbelievable” Price & Value 

Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK                             

 
Audley  

Millennium Green Trust 
 

 
Congratulations to all concerned in the compilation and publication 
of the AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS and thanks for using the  
Millennium Green sign for the front cover.  May I, on behalf of the 
members of the Millennium Green Trust, take this opportunity to  
remind readers that the Green is an amenity for the use and the 
pleasure of the whole parish. 
 

The area previously know as Townfields, was a part of the  
Millennium celebrations, given to the Parish of Audley.  This was 
then landscaped by means of various grants with also the invaluable 
help of Newcastle Borough Council and the Countryside Agency.  
We also enjoy charity status.  Parts of the Green are taken up by an 
amenities field, a wild-flower meadow which  was intended as a  
children’s area.  There is of course the well-known ancient  
monument, the site of a medieval castle.  The latter is to form part of 
an Industrial and Archaeological Trail.  This will be sign-posted and 
hopefully will attract visitors to the area. 
 

The Millennium Green Trust is comprised of nine members who 
have endeavoured to maintain the Green to a high standard, having 
to contend with vandalism, including constant instances of arson.   
There are signs that the ban on the consumption of alcohol is having 
a beneficial effect. 
 

The members of the Trust would like to encourage more people to 
‘walk the Green’ and would welcome ideas for the use of the   
amenities field.  Any offer of help in running the Green would be 
very much appreciated. 

D M Williams secretary. 
 

For information Contact 01782 721159 
 

E-mail  tillymay27@hotmail.com    

Merry Xmas 
& 

Happy New 

If you bank here 

you can withdraw 
cash here free 
 
 
 
 

All you need is your card* 
and your PIN 

With our new automated banking service you can 
now withdraw money from your bank account  

absolutely free at the counter of your local 
Post Office ®  branch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alliance & Leicester, Barclays, Lloyds TSB 
 
        

AUDLEY SPSO 
67 CHURCH STREET 

AUDLEY 
STOKE ON TRENT 

ST7 8EE 

* Lloyds TSB customers will require a debit card.  

® 



In The Potting Shed 
 

 
Gardening Tip’s 
To maintain that shine to the leaves of houseplants 
here’s a couple of  quick tips.  Wiping the leaves 
with the inside of a banana skin or wiping the leaves 
with a little drop of beer should do the job and, of 
course, it is also a good excuse to have a drink  
yourself. 
 

If you find that you have a plant that is flourishing 
and appears to be happy where it is situated.  Try to 
avoid  moving it to another part of the room, all you 
need to do is to turn it around regularly, so that it 
stops the plant from leaning towards the light.  This 
will also give you a healthier looking plant. 
 

Tulips when placed into a vase appear to last longer 
if you first prick the stems below the water line then 
place a copper coin or a little sugar into the water. 
 

To make your daffodils a brighter shade of yellow, 
try mixing a little dry mustard powder with the  
fertiliser when planting the bulbs. 
 

Try scattering dried orange or lemon peel around 
your bedding plants, to deter those cats from messing 
up your borders. 
 

Mint is a rampant plant so to avoid a garden full why  
not place some into a terracotta type pot then bury 
this into the ground.  Remove the pot each autumn to 
trim of the shoots to prevent them from spreading to 
your garden. You may find by using a plastic one the 
mint may burst the side of the pot, then root.  
 

Flowers that have wilted may be sometimes revived,  
by placing them into a plastic bag with a couple of  
pieces of apple. 

 
Your Tips are most welcome. 

AUDLEY LIBRARY 
 

(NEW OPENING TIMES) 
 

 Mon  CLOSED               2.00 – 7.00 
 

 Tue   9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 5.00 
 

Wed  CLOSED               CLOSED 
 

Thur  9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 5.00 
 

 Fri    9.00 – 1.00              2.00 – 7.00 
 

Sat   9.00 – 1.00              CLOSED     
 

Hall Street, Audley, Stoke on Trent, ST7 
8DB 

 Remember! You can make your renewals 
 by Phone, Fax, or by Post . 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year 
To all Who Support Our Local Library  

Tel: (01782) 720527 
SURF THE INTERNET ‘FREE’ 

Audley Christian Viewpoint 
 

December 3rd 2003 
Christmas Begins Right Here 

 

‘Starring’ Paul Poulton 
 

Audley Church Hall – Church Street Audley 
Ticket Price £5.00 Including Xmas Supper 

 

Why not come and see for your self what 
Christian Viewpoint is all about 

 

Fore any further information contact either: 
Barbara: (01782) 720352 

 

  Wendy: (01782) 720381 Did You Know ? 
In Germany it is illegal to mow the lawn between 

noon on Saturday and noon on Monday?  

AUDLEY SCOUT  
 

INFORMATION APPEAL 
 

Dear Newsletter. 
The Audley Scout Group was formed in 1912 and 
for various reasons there is very little of the history 
of the group before the 1970’s.  The Scout leaders 
would appreciate a note from anyone who has a tale 
to tell about the Group or its Leaders.  We would 
also like to hear from any one who can supply us 
with  any information about the history of the Scout 
Group.  If you wish to give just your name or 
 telephone number.  We would be very pleased to 
contact you.  You can leave this information at:  

‘Peapods’ Groceries Store 
29 Church Street Audley S O T Staffs. 

 

Yours sincerely      
 Robert Plant  

 
*********************************** 

Halmer End 
Methodist Church 

 

Future Events 
Sunday 7th Dec 2003 Afternoon of Carols 3 p m 

 
Sunday 14th Dec 2003 Christingle Service 6 p m 

 
Sunday 21st Dec 2003 Joint Church  Christingle 

 
Service At St John’s Church Alsagers Bank 11.15am               



Growing up in Leycett 1913-1941  By Millicent Adams      
This is a story written by Millicent Adams about where she was born and what it was like in the early 1900’s. She lived 
in the coal mining village of Leycett.  Information supplied by Mona Latham, former landlady of the Butchers Pub.  
The contents of the story will be written in two parts in the next two issues of the newsletter. So sit back and read on: 
 

My father John Downend, was the engineer at Leycett colliery from 1913 to 1941.  My mother Helen and Dad had 
three children.  Myself , Geoffrey and Dennis.  We were brought up in the small village of Leycett.  In those days the  
colliery was the village and the village was the colliery.  The village was surrounded by fields which were farmed by Mr 
Broadhead, who lived near to the railway station.  There was also Mr Martin the carter who lived in a cottage near to 
the sand-hole, a place where we were forbidden to go near. 
The manager at the colliery for a long time was Mr Peasgood, who lived in the first house in the village as you came  
into Leycett, up the lane from Madeley.  Mr Peasgood’s house had a large garden which also contained a tennis court.  
The view from his house was so lovely, you could see all over Madeley and Bar Hill.  Our house was the last one at the 
other end of the village, these were known as Woodburn.  The view we had from our house was that of Wilmer Hills 
towards Betley and from the rear we could see Scot Hay fields.  We would use these fields to sledge in whenever there 
was any sign of snow  around.  With the appearance of  the first snow, gangs would appear from Leycett and Scot Hay.  
They did not have to communicate it was just instinctive to appear.  The area we used for sledding was rough 
 ground, covered with gorse bushes, therefore we would go home well and truly pricked needing mother’s help.   
The house where I lived had a large garden, then later  we had a tennis court which was often used as a bowling green.  
This was sometimes also used by the men of the village to play the game of bowls.  I was taught to play bowls from a 
very young age.  On Scot Hay fields there were ruins of cottages known as Top Huts and Bottom Huts, we were         
forbidden to go near.  There was a dirt road across the middle of the field, this was the road the colliers used to walk 
from Halmer End and Miles Green to work at Leycett colliery . 
From one side of the house we could see the dirt tip of the colliery , cone shaped from one side, which we called  
Fuji-Pyjama.  I could see the men at nights pushing the trucks filled with waste and tipping them.  At the end of our 
regulation prayers for all our relations, I added God bless all the men on the dirt tip.   
Myself , Geoffrey and Dennis attended the village school.   I went to the school until I was 8, then I went on to the 
Orme Girls School in Newcastle (they took girls aged 8 ) in 1919.  The headmaster was Mr Bryan who took the top 
class and at odd times his wife used to come in to teach us needlework.  I still remember the agony of trying to sew a 
‘run and fall’ seam on that awful calico – it got filthy.   
The village had three streets, Top Street, Middle Street and Bottom Street, back to back with tiny squares of garden also 
a terrace which was that much posher.  Then at the end, a bigger house where the under - manager lived Mr  Maskrey.  
The colliery had three shafts, The Lady Pit, Bang-up and Clarke’s Pit.  Two men took the workmen down the pit, and a 
winder worked the cages up and down the pit shaft, this was a very responsible job.  Clarke’s Pit was used only, I think, 
for circulating fresh air down below.  There was a square brick building called  “The Offices” where the officials had 
their own places (with big tables I remember) .  There were two surveyors, Mr Lees and Mr Emerson also a number of 
clerks.  One of the clerks was called Mr  Collier , had a beard and lived down in ’The Meadows’ with a wife and two 
children.  Mr Collier kept goats which roamed freely, then when he called them he would set about milking them, 
which I thought very romantic.  He was known as “The old man of the woods”.  The meadow was a lovely place, full of 
wild flowers with trembling grass, weeds and little ditches.  I loved the place.  At the end of the meadow was a stile  
leading into Walton’s Wood, with a rough road going down to Madeley Heath.  There was also a sort of cave in the 
woods which frightened us, but we found it was where they stored ice for the Manor House.  There was a ditch by the 
meadow where the first Celandines grew and there was also a fast sledge bank.  Near to our house were two pit-shafts, 
one used to pump water from underground which was yellow with ochre.  This ran down a man-made gully of bricks 
and flat stones, known to us as the water chute, which was warm water ideal for paddling.  At the end of the chute it 
went under the railway bridge then trickled on down into the wood, this water brought the Bluebells and Anemones 
out earlier than anywhere else in the woods.  There was also a big tree down in the path of the water which contained a 
hole.  This held water, which was said to cure warts.  The meadow was our playground.  My father taught us the names 
of flowers, we climbed trees and scout-poled over the stream with my mothers line-prop, but broke it so often that it 
was forbidden,  having to make one from a tree branch.  We found a fox-hole covered with thick bracken, then often 
hid trying to see the fox.  There was a reservoir  in Scot Hay fields built by and used for the pit.  This was the “Big 
Razzer” there was also a pool lower down called “The Little Razzer”, this was where the village boys would bathe.  
Nearby was a cottage where Mr & Mrs Groom lived.   She was a big woman and he was a small man.  He was known as 
“Billy two-foot”  as he measured things all the time.  His wife had a sister called Mrs Lomax who lived in Scot Hay, who 
would come to the top of the hill and have a screaming conversation with Mrs Groom. If you were in between you soon 
got the gist.                                                       (To be continued in next issue)            



Wizard of Rhyme 
 

During the summer months we have 
been plagued with the dreaded ‘Flies’.   Our Wiz-
ard of Rhyme of course saw this as a perfect op-
portunity to test his vocabulary.  Here you will find 
written Derrick’s  interpretation of the invasion we 
had. 
 

FLIES – (FOOD FOR THOUGHT) 
 

Through windows wide or open door 
Invading flies buzz by the score. 
Drawn perhaps by sweat or smell 

They irritate to make life hell. 
Our arms whirl round to no avail 
When hit or miss is still to fail. 

Their landings soft upon bare skin 
Drive us mad we cannot win. 

 

Strong or weak brought to our knees 
Uncontrolled they spread disease. 
With no respect for rich or poor 

So we each resolve to fight a war. 
Flypapers hung seem somewhat cruel 

A lingering end to unfair duel. 
Yet squashed on walls or dropped by spray 

They’ve done their bit, they’ve paved the way. 
 

Their swatted bodies fall to earth 
But not before creating birth. 

To thousands more that take their place 
A scourge upon the human race? 

Everything about them we despise 
Until perhaps we realise. 

To Birds and Fish in the ‘great food chain’ 
Their lives were never lived in vain. 

 

Take comfort then when driven mad 
This creation of God is not all bad. 
Enjoy the Swallows on the wing 

Watch hungry trout make waters sing. 
And when the season’s long gone by 
Look forward to next ‘Summers’ Fly. 

Derrick Bate. 

(Early Christmas Party) 
By Peter W Hodgkins 

 

Crisp crunch crust of fresh winter’s snow, 
Prints pressed along path as carol singers go. 

Silence serenades secrets, paper parcels prettily wrapped, 
Moon mellows moments, kisses besieged – mistletoe trapped. 

 

Marvellous magical mystery, tinkling tinselled tree, 
Silver shacking tiny bells tie to branches there to be. 

Alongside crackers containing chocolate hung by golden thread, 
Fabulous flickering coloured lights all electrically fed. 

 

Living room breaks silence, sleep in heavenly peace awash 
Lights on bring worldly words like ‘Golly! Gee! Or Gosh!’ 
Christmas tree was glowing before climbing stairs for bed, 

But where the fairy ought to be there’s a kitten now instead. 
 

Clinging to swinging lampshade is another feline Peter Pan, 
One more leaps from the cupboard towards that fresh cream flan. 

Links of pork sausages tugged and stretched across the floor, 
Ending with a growl and hiss behind the pantry door. 

 

Paw marks across the trifle – too wobbly was the jelly, 
Another kitten then appears positioned on the Tele. 
Disaster in the kitchen, fridge extends an open door, 

Turkey stripped of tin foil now skates across the floor. 
 

Surfing through a pint of milk, spreading white and cool, 
Together now with mother, tongues begin to lap the pool. 
Becoming tired they curl up having eaten well and hearty, 

 Knowing whatever happens they had an early Christmas party. 

My Soul Mate  (Graham West) 
 

There’s a chapter in my book of life to which there is no end. 
Devoted to my Graham.  My soul mate, love and friend. 

 

The years we spent together were sadly all too few 
Yet he will live with me forever in everything I do.   

I think about him everyday. He’s always in my mind 
The wondrous moments that we shared, precious memories left behind. 

 

I will turn the treasured pages, in the process shedding tears 
Resentful and yet grateful for those few golden years. 

 

And in the twilight of my life never fading yet well worn 
I’ll read them time and time again to feel myself reborn. 

  All my love Susan  xxxx                          

(Just a ‘We’ thought for the day) 
 

We may all awaken to another day 
We think too much what people may say. 

 

We worry about the day ahead 
We see so many tears that are shed. 

 

We know that life is here to live 
We also know we should forgive. 

 

We seem to have so little time 
We may not wish to be left behind. 

 

We may have lost a friend or two 
We have so little time to do. 

 

We need to enjoy our  life ahead 
We shall all, be a very long time dead.  

Ernie. 



DIY & Household Tips 
 

Don’t forget we are not all experts. 
 

Cleaning Windows 
To get the best results always try to clean them on a dry 
dull day, as by cleaning on a sunny day the glass will dry quickly and 
you will end up with streaks 
Always clean the frames first before you clean the glass. 
Also by adding a drop of vinegar to your cleaning water will make a 
very good glass cleaner, add a sparkle and may also keep the flies away.  
I have also found that kitchen paper roll is a very good polisher. 
 

On those dirty garage windows or really grimy windows, here is a tip I 
learned from my days as a mechanic.  With no proper cleaning aids at 
hand we used old scrunched up newspaper, just slightly wetted to clean 
of the dirt, then polish them up with dry newspaper.  This  would make 
the windows sparkle also the boss happy as it cost him nothing. 
 

It’s worth a try! 
Make your own cleaning solution by adding a tablespoon of methylated 
spirits, then a teaspoon of household ammonia to a pint of water.  A 
clean plastic plant spray container is ideal for  putting the solution into 
for future use.  Always label your container.      
 

Steamed up? 
To stop your windows or mirrors from steaming up, try adding a few 
drops of glycerine to your cloth towards the end of your window clean-
ing.  
More next time. 
Your tips would be most welcome send  them to the Editor   
 
Audley Community Newsletter  
23 Wood Street Bignall End SOT  ST7 8QL  
 
 

 

29 CHURCH 
STREET 
AUDLEY 

FRESH FRUIT , VEGETABLES & FLOWERS DAILY 
 

We have a selection of fine Cheeses, Cooked Meats, Bacon & Pork Sausages. 
Excellent selection of Jams & Sauces 

Christmas Flowers, Bouquets & Holly Wreaths  
FLORAL TRIBUTES FOR A LOVED ONE   
FUNERAL WREATHS MADE TO ORDER 

WRIGHTS 
PIES 

 

FRESH 
OATCAKES 

 

DELIERED 
DAILY 

FREE 
LOCAL 

DELIVERY 

TEL:  
(01782) 

721885 

(Just a Smile) 
 

Mary’s  husband had past away, so her daughter 
buys her a parrot for company.  She put the parrot 
on a stand in the kitchen, so that she can talk to him while 
she was doing the  cooking.   On one particular day she 
walks into the kitchen to hear the parrot swearing at the 
top of his voice.  Mary tells the parrot that she does not like 
swearing and if she hears him again that she will put him 
into the freezer to cool down.  Well the parrot takes no  
notice and again starts to swear as Mary  walks into the 
kitchen.  So she grabs him, then opens the freezer and 
plonks him in.  After a couple of hours she feels he may have 
learned his lesson ,so she opens the freezer door to find him  
standing  their shivering on one of the shelves.   The parrot 
looks at Mary and said he was sorry, then asks “if you put 
me in their  just for   swearing, what the heck did the 
chicken do to upset you”  ?       
 
 

Audley Health Centre 
Opening Times 

 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

         Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

            Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

    Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  721345 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782)  
720201) 

******************************************************************************************************* 

PEAPODS 
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year To All Our Customers 



 Village Traffic 
 

Why on earth did the Local Parish Council bother to put the 
pedestrian crossing in the village of Audley and also, it  
appears, waste paint on the double yellow lines, if  motorists 
are going to completely ignore the legal meaning to them.   
After passing through the village on more than one 
occasion I have seen vehicles parked across the whole of the 
pedestrian crossings, also double parking in the most  
dangerous places you could ever imagine. We all know that 
parking your car in the village is a problem, therefore if you 
have any thoughts about any parking problems take it to your 
local Parish Councillor. 
As Christmas will soon be upon us please give a thought to 
the adults and children who rely on the village to do their 
shopping, as they put their faith in the drivers to stop and  
allow them to cross the main street of the village at the  
pedestrian crossings.  People of the village are already  
saying they are certain there is going to be an accident at the 
crossings, so let us prove them wrong and keep the village a 
safe place. 

A very concerned Villager    
 

Editors: Readers comments would be most welcome. 
 

FOR SALE OR WANTED 
 

Why not use this column to Buy or Sell  
those items you require or wish to sell. 

For Sale 
Mahogany coloured Bath Panel brand new still in the box 
bought from B & Q reason for sale, change of Décor. 
£25.00 
Contact: 01782 721565    

SILVER JUBILEE 1977 
This is a Photograph take in Bignall End 

 at the Silver Jubilee in 1977   

Are you on the Photo?  
What ever happened to them all?  

Can you recall the event? If so let us know.  

OSTTEOPATHS 
 

If it hurts when you move, 
call an Osteopath. 

 

KENDALL CHEW Bsc (ost) Hons 
KIRSTEN NOTTROT  (DO) 

 

NEW BUSINESS PARK 
RADWAY GREEN ALSAGER 

01270 875020 
 

For treatments of: 
Work & Sports related injury, 

including accident. 
Sciatica, Neck, Back & Limb pain. 
Arthritis.  Whiplash.  Headaches. 

 
Easy access to your local 

Osteopathic practice. 
 

OPEN 6 Days a week. 
Tel: 01270  875020 

www.osteopathyworks.co.uk 

Appeal From Down Under 
Hi,  

My name is David Lockett, I was born and raised 
in Audley (Bignall End) and I now live in Perth, 
Western Australia.  I attended Ravens Lane school 
and then went to Halmer End school.  I left Audley 
over thirty years ago.  My family and I moved to  
Australia more than twenty years ago.  I now 
operate a community web site at htt://
www.wanneroo.com.  Wanneroo is a large semi 
rural town to the north of Perth, with lots of mar-
ket  
gardens and Forrest Plantations.  Drop me a line 
if you know me from school etc, or if you want to 
know about Australia, or just want to chat. 
Editor: We contacted David after his E-mail 
this was his reply. 
Thank you for the early reply, it is exciting to find 
that the out of the way quiet place Audley, is now 
online.  As background information, I was born in 
and lived at 55 Hope Street Bignall End until 1972.  
My mothers maiden name was Ivy Mayer ,she later 
in life married Bill Taylor also of Hope Street. 
Both now sadly departed, as is my aunt Dora  
Procter, also of Hope Street.  To  my knowledge I 
no longer have any close relatives living in  
Audley, though possibly there are some distant 
cousins who still live in the area. 
I would especially like to reconnect with David 
Rowley of Halmer End.  I used to work with David 
at GEC Kidsgrove during the late 1970’s.  Any  
assistance would be most grateful.   



St James Church with 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

1st Prize - £15 Argos voucher  
(All correct entries will go into a draw for the prize, which will take place on Friday 19th December)  

 
 

     All entries get a FREE goodie bag  
  
Come along and have a go at our general knowledge 
quiz.  Help will be at hand to find the answers using the Inter-

net. 
 

If you fancy testing you knowledge or just want to drop in for a 
cup of tea and a mince pie to see what is going on,  

everybody is welcome. 
 

For more information call: 
 

 

 At:  No.38, CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY 
 

    When:  Thursday 4th, 11th & 18th December 
 

         Time:  1pm – 3pm 



 
Rotary club of Audley 

 
Most of you will have heard of the Rotary Club of Audley. You probably associate us 

with our 'Santa Claus' collection that visits the villages each Christmas, bringing Santa to visit the     
children. Or, perhaps you have come across us through our involvement with the local schools, such as 
our sponsorship of the Life Education Caravan for the local primary schools. However, how many of 
you really know what Rotary is all about? 
 
Well, first of all, here are a few things that we are not about: 
 
We are not a 'secret society'! We don't hold strange rituals and greet each other with peculiar          
handshakes! We are not an exclusive club of rich, upper-class, business men and business women! 
 
So, what are we about? 
 
The Rotary Club of Audley was formed in 1963 and still boasts 2 founder members - Philip Broadhurst 
and John Riley. We are normal everyday people who either live, work, or have lived or worked, in and 
around Audley. The Club meets once a week on a Wednesday night at the Butchers Arms, Audley.   
Rotary time is spent equally between social life and charity work. The club is an opportunity for like 
minded people to get together, socialise and put something back into the local and international      
community. We work closely with the community, schools, businesses and other charities. Although we 
do raise funds for our various charitable causes, Rotary is as much about lending a hand as raising 
money. For example, recently we took part in a Stroke Awareness campaign when we gave people 
blood pressure checks at a local supermarket. We also help the local schools with their  projects such 
as Mock Interviews and Industry Day. On the international front, we have helped to provide schools in 
Gambia and purchased medical equipment for Romania. Working with the local schools we have filled 
many shoe boxes containing toiletries, clothing etc. for distribution to areas around the world where 
people are desperate for aid. 
 
But overall, Rotary is mostly about having fun and helping others.  
 
Would you like to know more, or are interested in joining? If so, contact one of the following people who 
will be pleased to have a chat and provide more information: 
 
Secretary:   Ken Jones  -  01782 720352 
President:   Brian Dodd -  01782 721058 
Vice President: Jon Ball - 01785 280720 
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis - 01782 721483 
 
Or visit or web site: www.audley.net/rotary 

Appeal for funds 
 
As you will be aware printing a newsletter costs money.  We were fortunate 
to receive assistance from the Local Members Initiative Scheme but after 
buying equipment and printing the first edition of the Community News 
we are now in need of further funding.  Unfortunately our application for 
funding from The Community Chest fund, via the Parish Council, has been 
turned down so we are now desperately seeking further funding to ensure 
that the Audley Community Newsletter continues.  If you can help in      
anyway, please get in touch.   

Hopefully, with your help, this won’t be the last edition of the  
Audley Community News 



 

HALMER END SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 1948 
MR LEIGHTON G SMITH E PHILLIPS J GIBSON C BOSTOCK B WILSON H JENNINGS MR TAYLOR 

A DUMBIL  A BENTLEY  F CORNES  B FURNIVAL  B CLOWRY  

Do you have any 
memories of 
these times? You 
are invited to 
share them with 
our readers. 
No doubt some of 
you may  recall 
these days, or 
you may even 
have a photo to 
share.  

Picture  
Supplied 

 

By  
 

E Phillips 
 

Who is still 
 involved with 

 local sport.   
Playing Bowls 

for teams in the 
Parish 

Audley Parish 
Bowled over with  

‘Success’ 

Your local Audley Parish bowling team has once 
again climbed to the pinnacle of success.  After a very successful 
season last year they completed the double by winning the First 
Division title of the Newcastle Midweek League, then taking 
the prestige's Burgess Cup trophy.  Once again this season they 
are the First Division Newcastle Mid Week Champions .  Then 
on a sunny Saturday in September having been forced into a 
changed line up of the team  , they came up trumps with a  
convincing win over Milton Hayes, by taking The Staffordshire 
Parks Division 1 Championship for the first time in their short 
existence.  This was a very special day for me as I have been the 
Captain of the Parish No 1 team from the first match which 
was played in 1991.  Over these past 12 years we have had some 
kind of success in every season in which we have played, by  
winning a trophy of some kind each season.  This year’s  
performance has been one of outstanding bowling throughout 
the team and it would be very unfair to name any one  
individual team member.  Why we are so successful is that we 
all have backed one another throughout the whole of the season, 
even when players have gone through a bad patch or two.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone from the 
club who has supported us and also the ground staff for their 
excellent voluntary work on the green.  As team captain of the 
Saturday Parks and also the Newcastle Mid Week team, I 
would like to say many thanks to all the players in achieving 
this success.  You should all be proud of the way in which you 
have represented your village. We would like to invite any  
budding bowler to join us next season to continue this success.                        

 
Team Captain E Moulton. 

 
Halmer End  

Top Up 
  

Outdoor bowling has continued to succeed in the  
Parish.  When on a lovely Saturday afternoon in 
September their Parks players had to put up a 
good performance against Wolstanton to take the 
title of Staffs Parks Division 3 Champions.  I 
would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
Trevor and all his team for an excellent year’s  
performance.  It was nice to see that the local  
people came out to give their support, as this was 
once again an excellent achievement for one of 
our Parish teams.  I would just like to pass on a 
message from all the Bowlers from the Parish to 
Sid Bailey, who is sadly missed at these matches.   
We all hope you return as soon as possible, to all 
your friends who miss you at your Bowling Club.   
Editor.    

SPORTS INFORMATION 
 

APPEAL 
Please send in all your Sports News whatever 
type of Sport it may be and if there is space 
in the News Letter it will be published. 
Contact the editor:   

 
AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS 

23 WOOD STREET BIGNALL END  
STAFFS ST7 8 QL 

 

Tel: 01782 721565 



Sports Trivia 
 

1.   Which British motor racing driver won 27 Grand Prix 
      victories and was world champion in 1969, 1971 and  1973? 

 

2.   Fratton Park is the home of which football club?  
 

3.   In which city will the 2004 Olympic Games be held? 
 

4.   In which event did Daley Thompson win two Olympic gold  
       medals? 
 

5.   From which club did Kenny Dalglish join Liverpool in  
      1977? 
 

6.   In which sport was Greg Louganis the first person to  
       exceed 700 points? 
 

7.   Which jockey won the Derby nine times between 1954 and 
      1983? 
 

8.   Which cricket ground has been the home of the Middlesex 
      County Cricket Club since 1887? 
 

9.   Which classic American horse race is run on the first  
      Saturday in May at Churchill Downs? 
 

10.  Who did Lennox Lewis defeat to win the British  
        heavyweight title in March 1991? 
 

11.  Which term in golf describes a score of one less stroke    
        than par at a particular hole? 
 

12.  Which county cricket team did Geoffrey Boycott play for 
       from 1962 to 1986? 
 

You will find answers to Sports Trivia  
in the back of newsletter. 

 

More next time 

NAME THE FOOTBALL TEAM 
With the clue find either a  

Scottish or English Football Team Name 
Outdoor Bowling 

Halmer End  
Stuart Harrison Trophy 

 

On Sunday the 24th August a singles outdoor bowling  
competition took place at Halmer End Bowling Club.   There 
were entries from many of our local bowling clubs. This is a 
competition which is held annually to commemorate the late 
Stuart Harrison.  Stuart was one of our local well know 
sports personalities.   Playing cricket for our local village 
team, then when he retired he took up the sport of bowls.  He 
is sadly missed by all his fellow competitors as people  
always remember him for his competitiveness and also for 
his fine  sportsmanship.   
 

The result of the competition was: 
 Winner : Gareth Stanway 
Runner-up: Dawn Prince      

 
To enter this competition in future years contact: 

 

T Harrison : (01782) 721260     

Local Junior Football 
 

 
 

Our local football is once again in full 
swing and there are a  number of Junior teams 
who are using the facilities at the Audley Town 
Fields as a venue.  If you are a junior player 
who wishes to take part, or you are an adult 
who would like to volunteer to help, please 
contact either Kelvin Chell or Anthony  
Salmons at the Town Fields Club house. We 
would also welcome your support on  match 
day. 
 

If you are a local business and would like to  
sponsor one of our teams, we would certainly  
welcome  your generosity.       

1 Dirty Water  

2 Cash Service  

3 Greedy Pig  

4 Fill The Harbour  

5 Latest Fort  

6 Animal Car  

7 Smashing Things  

8 Not Eastern Beef  

 Total  

 
‘Bulls Eye’ 

Audley Workingmen's Club 
 

Once again A W M Club has taken the top   
honour by continuing their run of three years 
consecutively of being Darts League Champions 
of the Audley & District Summer Darts League.  
They were in the position of having extra games 
to play which would not have affected their top 
spot.  Since re-entering the darts leagues five 
years ago they have been champions four times.  
Any one out there who would like to participate 
in league competitive darts, call in at the Club 
and see the Sports Secretary who would be only 
to pleased to inform the darts captain. 
 

Tel: (01782)  720452 



Peapods Trivia Issue 2 
 

1.   Which British landscape painter painted  the picture  
      The Haywain? 
 

2.   What is the name of the young hero of Robert Louis  
      Stevenson’s Treasure Island? 
 

3.   In which country is Winnipeg? 
 

4.   What was Frank Sinatra’s middle name? 
 

5.   What sort of creature is a Crake? 
 

6.   Who wrote the novel Kidnapped? 
 

7.   Which port on the Isle of Wight is famous for its annual  
       sailing regatta? 
 

8.   How many legs does a spider have? 
 

9.  What name is given to the 15th July, which is supposed to 
      set the weather for the next 40 days? 
 

10.  Which famous secret agent was created by Ian Fleming? 
 

11.  Who was Scotland’s First Minister who died in 2000? 
 

12.  Name the breed of dog which provides the trade mark 
        for the main Intercity bus transportation of America? 
 

13.  Which Australian pop star had a number one hit in 2000 with 
        Spinning Around? 
 

14.  On which river does the annual boat race between Oxford and  
       Cambridge Universities take place? 
 

15.  Kale is a variety of which vegetable? 
 

******************************************  

Sponsored by: ‘PEAPODS’ 
 

Your local general store 
CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT 

(01782) 721885 For your ‘Free’ local deliveries. 
 

To take part in this ‘Trivia’ you must live in the Parish of 
Audley, or if outside this area the ‘Winner’ must collect the Prize. 

 

Please send your answers to: 
Audley Community News  

23 Wood Streeet Bignall End SOT Staffs ST7 8QL 
Please enclose your Name, Address and Phone number if  

possible. 
 

All entries to be in by: 
JANUARY 10th 2004 

First correct entry out of the ‘Hat’ Wins a: 
Bouquet of Flowers 

Supplied by:   ‘PEAPODS’  

To Advertise contact the Editor  
(01782) 721565 or Mob 07714552845 

23 Wood Street Bignall End SoT ST7 8QL 
Email: audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com 

Allotment Pilfers  
 

 
Dear Editor, 
As a member of a group of dedicated gardeners who give 
all their spare time to produce our own vegetables , we 
feel that it is time that something was done about the 
constant pilfering from our allotments.   We have  
reported this problem on a number of occasions and it 
seems that nothing has been done.  For someone to go to 
the trouble to sneak down to the allotments just to pinch 
a few beans, peas or carrots is beyond me.  It is not just 
the theft but the damage which is done while carrying 
out the deed.  If we were asked for our excess garden 
produce, I am sure that we would only be to willing to 
give it away.  I feel that these so called thieves do not  
realise that we have no water or electricity down on the 
allotments.  I am quite sure that if they were in our  
Position, having to bring in water to keep our plants 
alive, they would feel the same. 
To rub salt into the wound we have now been informed 
that our cherished local council wants to increase our 
rent by 150%.  How can they justify this extra increase 
when they don’t even provide a gate on the allotments? 
We are not asking for 24 hour security all we need is for 
these thieves to leave us alone to enjoy our hobby. 
 

So come on lads and play the white man. I think we 
have enough problems keeping the council  off our backs. 

 

A concerned  
Gardener    

And by the way “No it was not the rabbit”             

Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
 

When caring & understanding is most needed. 

The Winner of the PEAPODS TRIVIA Issue ‘1’ Was!!! 
Mrs M RILEY of WOOD LANE ‘Congratulations’ 



G K MOTORSPORT 
                                CHESTER ROAD CHESTER ROAD   

AUDLEY 
Tel: (01782) 721292 

mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-CHESTER 
ROAD 

 AUDLEY S O T 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Grant given to Methodist 
Church 

 

Audley Central Methodist Church wish to acknowledge 
their appreciation to Councillor Mr. Eddie Boden and the 
Staffordshire County Council Local Member Initiative 
Scheme for the recent generous grant of £2,000 towards 
essential work carried out in the Methodist Cemetery in 
Bignall End. The money was used to pay, in part, for the 
felling of five trees in the Church cemetery which had  
Become dangerous and needed to be removed. Their  
removal was an extremely skilled task as they had grown 
to seventy five feet tall, and the tree surgeons had to work 
within a restricted space bordered by gravestones on one 
side and residential dwellings on the other to  
remove the trees with safety. 
 

As the recipients of this grant the Methodist Church in 
Bignall End wish to acknowledge the importance of this 
grant arranged by Mr Boden and the Council through the 
Local Member Initiative Scheme. The Cemetery, which is 
known locally as "God's Acre" is totally financed and 
maintained by Audley Central Methodist Church and this 
generous grant was greatly appreciated. 
 

The provision of this grant also demonstrates the  
practical involvement available through various Council 
Schemes in helping to maintain important community  
facilities which may be available to other community 
groups. 

Bob Alcock 
Audley Central Methodist Church Treasurer. 

AUDLEY  
GARDENING CLUB 

 
 

Interested in Gardening? 
 

Want to learn a little more about your Garden? 
 

Why not come along to a meeting of the Audley 
Gardening Club, the villages one and only gardening 
club has been in existence for about 40 years.  Meetings 
are held once a month in the Pensioners Hall on the 
last Friday of the month.  We have a guest speaker who 
will deliver a talk on a gardening topics (usually with 
slides or a demonstration). They will then answer any 
and all type of questions. We then have refreshments, 
meetings usually run for approximately 2 hours. 
 

During the year we also have a social evening, an  
annual trip, (this year it was Bridgenorth for our 
shopping & sightseeing then on to Dudmaston Hall 
&Gardens) and a Christmas Meal. 
 

If you wish to find out more about us, please give me a 
call; 
  

Ian Llewellyn-Hammond Tel: 01782 722765 
Or just come along to one of the meetings. 

Audley Parish 
For  forthcoming events! 

Why not visit? 
www.audley.net/events.htm 

LONDIS BIGNALL END 
We at the News Letter would like to thank  
Phil and Jan  for their help by  collecting   

donations for the last issue.  (Editor)  

Make a friend 
This is the start of the festive season so why not  
let those people around you know that you care? 
There are friends you may not have seen for years 
who you miss, or even neighbours who in the past 
you may have fallen out with.  Come on and 
make that effort, it only takes an “Hello”  to break 
the ice, or just a Christmas card will do the trick.  
We all know how hard it is some times to take 
that first step but it could be well worth the effort.  
I’m quite sure that someone out their needs to 
take that step and if this message convinces just 
one person it has been worth the effort.   

Merry Christmas.     

Arson in the village 
It appears we have a problem with someone going 
around and deliberately trying to set alight  
property in the village.  They have attempted to 
burn the main doors on the Old Council Offices 
and also some gardening items in the allotments.  
If you have any information about these incidents, 
would you please contact the local Police.    



COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

 

COUNCILOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
 

COUNCILLOR  
DYLIS CORNES  

Tel. (01782) 720289 
 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  
Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for any  
information regarding Council matters. 

AUDLEY & DISTRICT  W. I.  
The Audley & District W. I meet at St James Church Hall, on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 7.15 p m.  The W. I 
is a large organisation covering the whole of the country.  It was first established to support women in the rural areas, to 
receive complimentary education and to promote awareness in all areas of life.  For the majority of women this was their 
only social activity and they wanted to learn more about how to provide a better home for their families.  This is where 
the phrase ‘Jam & Jerusalem’ came from.  We do sing Jerusalem at the beginning of each of our  meetings and apparently  
listening to this at the Royal Albert Hall full of delegates from all the W. I groups is something quite spectacular. 
 

Some of our members are very good jam makers, excellent bakers, and a few are very good at craft work especially  
patchwork and embroidery.  There is also a large section that do not have these skills, but these members enjoy the 
informative meetings, having a go then having a laugh together.  The most important thing we share is friendship. 
 

We were victors at the Betley Show again this year, when our talented members were once again rewarded for all their  
efforts. 
 

We will be going to Ashbourne for our group outing to Knotty Hornblowers Costume Museum, with a cream tea to look 
forward to, then some shopping in Ashbourne and lunch.  
 

A group of us went to see ‘Calendar Girls’ at the cinema, we really enjoyed it, what a laugh!!  I can assure you that this  
W. I group will keep our clothes on.   
 

We also support the ‘Blood Donor’ by providing refreshments.  Additionally we have taken up part of the maintenance 
of the Memorial Garden and have helped  many of the other organisations in the village with our fund raising .  The 
women of the W.I also support the Donna Louise Trust on a regular basis. 
 

People of the Parish may not know that the W. I has planted many of the trees around the village. 
 

Therefore if there are any women out their who want to enjoy our friendship, or would like more information about our 
meetings, why not come and join this large women's movement.  You will be most welcome at any of our future  
meetings.               
January 2004 will be a quiz night. 
 
For any further information please contact either :  (Anne) Tel: 01782 7219567  or  (Glenis) Tel: 01782 722009    

Readers letter 
Dear Ernie. 
Just to say how much we enjoyed reading Issue no 1 of 
the Audley community Newsletter, in which you asked for 
folks to submit articles, etc, for publication.  Ken and I 
have recently celebrated the 30th Anniversary of when, 
after being married for 10 years, we both became  
Christians.  This came about as a result of a Mission to St 
James’s church Audley by members of the Birmingham 
Institute in the Autumn of 1973.  Please find enclosed 
something I wrote as I look back with gratitude over 
these 30 very memorable years. 

Yours sincerely 
Barbara Jones 

Editor: Many thanks for your Email and we are very 
pleased that our hard work is appreciated.  As Issue 2 
of the Newsletter is almost ready for printing, I hope 
you do not mind waiting for the next issue, where I 
will most certainly use the wonderful passages you 
have written.  

 

Newsletter Appeal. 
 Adam Montague - Clewes  

Please contact the Newsletter as we have tried to  
contact you with no success, as your Email  
address will not respond.    Editor. 



Wondering Wendy 
 

(Just a thought) 
 
 

 
Has anyone ever wondered like I have?  I’m 58 years old.  When you 
meet someone you used to go to school with, why do they always 
seem to look older than you feel?       
 

Wendy Machin 

“Les Stop  
moaning” 

M X C F A L K P K Q C T T Y Y V O V X Q 

U M P O I D A R U G A F M H G Y I D S M 

L Q J G V F F E S H E L V E S H I D R X 

O D H F G I O P D T P O O V E T L B E E 

V T Z A M D O A T V N W X K S R U I W O 

L F A R T V T P E L M E T K J R V E A R 

Y P I L E S S L N C U R M M E U K U R P 

E L M R L W T L A M P S H A D E R T D A 

O S I D E B O A R D P M U N N O K J F P 

N R M J P P O W N E H E A T E R W S O Q 

L F B I H J L Y V D L T O E D O O R T R 

P H O T O G R A P H S E Q L R F F G S G 

I W O D N I W K C A R R E P A P S W E N 

C E K Y E G T E L E V I S I O N N I H E 

T R C L O C K L T G E T V E B D I J C S 

U C A N D L E S T I C K V C P T A B L E 

R A S N K R I A H C M R A E U E T B A T 

E Z E S B B K U N O I H S U C A R P E T 

S P T M I R R O R U E A I X N H U N H E 

U U U R P S H M U P V C O R N I C E L E 

WORD SEARCH 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS 

ARMCHAIR  BOOKCASE  BUREAU   
 

CARPET CHEST OF DRAWS   
 

CORNICE  CUPBOARD CANDLESTICK   
 

CUSHION  CURTAIN  CLOCK  DOOR  
 

FOOTSTOOL FLOWERS  FIREPLACE   
 

HEATER  HAT STAND  LIGHT  
 

LAMPSHADE MIRROR MANTELPIECE   
 

NEWSPAPER RACK  ORNAMENTS   
 

PELMET  PICTURE  PHOTOGRAPHS   
 

RUG  RADIO  SHELVES  SIDEBOARD   
 

SOFA   STEREO   SETTEE   TALLBOY 
 

TELEPHONE  TABLE  TELEVISION   
 

UMBRELLA STAND  VASE  VIDEO    
 

WINDOW  WALLPAPER    

 Kevin smith 

Your local 
friendly Dairyman 

 

Fresh milk 
Delivered daily 

 

Also available 
Pop’s & juice, Fresh 

eggs & potatoes 

For information Tel: 07967649285 

Fresh 
Cream To 

order 

‘Merry 
Christmas’ 

We try to make sure that all the information which is contained in the  news-
letter is accurate, but we take no responsibility for inaccuracies in any Text/
Telephone/Fax or Email numbers.  

Just a Smile 
 

Why are football players  never asked out to 
dinner? 
 

Ans. Because they are always dribbling. 
 

How did the farmer fix the hole in his jeans? 
 

Ans. With a cabbage patch. 
 

What do you call a sheep with no legs? 
 

Ans. A cloud. 
 

What do you call a dog with no legs? 
 

Ans.  Doesn’t  matter he won’t come to 
you anyway. 
 

Did you hear the one about the Irish Soldier? 
Whilst his regiment was out on the battle 
field their communication all went kaput.  So 
the General said they would use homing     
pigeons to send messages.  The Irish soldier 
was told to wait at the command post for any 
incoming pigeons with messages.  He was 
then to take the message to the General. 
When the first pigeon arrived off went the 
soldier to the General.  On his arrival the 
General asked the Irish Soldier what was the 
message from the pigeon the Soldier  
answered: 

 “Coo Coo Coo”     
Derrick’s Ditties 

 

In the last issue Derrick left you with a  
question? 
The answers is! The Mat which you put your 
foot on, when delivering a Bowl, when Bowling. 



 
 

Visit our ‘New Hair Salon’ 
Quality Styling 

By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
Tel: 01782 722777 

Open 6 days per week  
Mon. Tue. Wed.  9.30 am - 5.00 pm 

Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am -  7.00 pm 
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat  9.30 am - 4.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane 
Bignall End S-O-T 

Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 5.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 4.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 3.20 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 3.50 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 6.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.30  

Merry Xmas to all our customers  from  BIGNALL END HAIR CARE CENTRE 

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

Dear Editor, 
                I was just sitting quietly having a pint the other night when the conversation turned to central heating and 
school days when you were never warm in class.  This chap who apparently works for a school in the Potteries, was 
saying that most of the schools are linked to Stafford in some way and they adjust the controls to suit the needs from 
a main link centre.  It just amazes you the way in which normal day to day activities have changed in the past years. 
This of course brought back memories of the times we spent helping ‘Cap Bailey’ as a youngster to shovel in the 
coke, clean out the boilers and also fire them up when needed.  ‘Cap Bailey’ was then the caretaker of Halmer End 
school.  He was a wonderful joking chap, but was never short of a few swear words while doing his duties.  The 
funny thing about it was that we did this job for him for no payment just a crafty fag was our reward on the odd   
occasions. 
I recall as a child going on a Sunday school trip to the seaside with many of the families from Halmer End which  
included ‘Cap Bailey’ and his wife.  When we arrived at the resort  ‘Cap’ and my Dad said they were going for a 
quick drink and would see us at one o'clock in the town.  We never saw them all day and when we were just about to 
leave they both arrived, drunk with an arm full of chips.  As ‘Cap’ approached his wife he handed her the chips, then 
with an upward motion she hit the parcel of chips sending them scattering all over the bus.  ‘Cap’ with a cheeky 
smile said “ are you upset love?”  I put my hands over my ears as I knew she had a bit of a temper .  You will have to 
guess her reply, but I know we could not stop laughing all the way home.   Great memories.          

To Subscribe to this Newsletter 
Please Contact: 

AUDLEY COMMUNITY NEWS 
23 WOOD STREET 

BIGNALL END, STAFFS  
ST7 8QL 

Or 
audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com  

New – News in Bignall End 
Londis Store of Bignall End has recently purchased the newspaper 
Store & lotto terminal in Bignall End.  All the business transactions 
have now been transferred to the Londis Store.  We from the Londis 
Store welcome all  new customers and hope to continue to satisfy all 
your needs for the future.  For any information regarding newspaper 
and magazine requirements please do not hesitate to call.         

 

Best wishes   Phil & Jan  Tel: (01782) 729113 



 
Picture Quiz 
The answer to the picture question? Is the former cottages situated 
in the bottom opposite the old Gasworks, just below Wyn Bank.   
This was the view as you walked towards Halmer End from Audley  
heading towards Gasworks Bank as we called it.  They have of 
course long disappeared unfortunately.  I  remember  passing the 
plot of ground on my way to and from Halmer End school every 
day.   

Sports Trivia Answers  

1.   JACKIE STEWART 
2.   PORTSMOUTH 
3.   ATHENS 
4.   DECATHLON 
5.   CELTIC 
6.   HIGHBOARD DIVING 
7.   LESTER PIGGOTT 
8.   LORD’S 
9.   KENTUCKY DERBY 
10.  GARY MASON 
11.  BIRDIE 
12.  YORKSHIRE 

More next time:   
Name the Football 

Team 
 

1.  Blackpool 
2.  Halifax 
3.  Fulham 
4.  Stockport 
5.  Newcastle 
6.  Oxford 
7.  Wrexham 
8.  West Ham 

 
More next time 

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS 
Tel: (01782) 720506 

 

AUDLEY NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE 
10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  

***************************************************************************************** 
 

WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
APEDALE ROAD 

10 – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month.  
 
 

 Home visits 
Are available 

By 
Appointment 

Where you can find us   

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 
WOOD LANE   POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 
AUDLEY DOCTORS SURGERY 
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 
AUDLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 
AUDLEY DURBER CLOSE C.CENTRE  
AUDLEY DENTIST 
COOP STORE AUDLEY 
ALLDAYS WATER HAYES EST 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 
HALMER END STUTE C. CENTRE 
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
HALIFAX  BANKING AUDLEY 
 

COPIES WILL ALSO LEFT AT ALL:  
Public houses, Workingmen's Clubs and  
local meeting places. We will also try to 
make as many copies available as possible, 
also when you have read your copy why not 
give it to a friend or neighbour to read.   
 

Editor 
Well  we managed issue two and I hope you found it interesting. 
We shall continue to strive forward to try to make the news  
letter something to look forward to.  After the first issue was dis-
tributed ,I received a call from a lady who lived in Looe in  
Cornwall’ who had been sent a news letter by a relative.  She had 
left the Audley area in 1959 and complimented the news team on 
the quality and content of the news letter.  She is now in her late 
eighties and it was the first time since she had left 
that she had read news from the village.  
 See you next time.    Ernie. 

Seasons Greetings From Mel & Eddie To All The Parish  



Due to the success of EverybodyOnline 
in Audley Parish, BT have agreed to fund 
the project for another year.  This will 
mean that more FREE computer sessions 
and Internet drop-in sessions will be able 
to take place.  It also allows me to       
continue working with the community to 
get more equipment and to set up new 
projects in the future.  In the last year I 
have worked with, or come into contact 
with, over 800 people from the local com-
munity and I would like to thank        
everyone for their support and for   
showing an interest.  There are still a lot 
of people out there who don’t know what 
the project is about or who haven’t 
plucked up the courage to come and see 
what is happening locally so PLEASE 
take that step and get in touch!!  

Season’s Greetings  
from 

The third set of FREE basic computer skill  sessions, provided by Community Link, 
will just be finishing as you read this newsletter.  They have been running on     
Monday mornings in the Old Council Offices and we have had fourteen people      
attending every week.  There was a bit of a panic initially as we didn’t know whether 
we would have enough computers or space for everyone but we managed and the 
group have thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  They are now going on to take basic 
Internet sessions in January at Wood Lane Community Centre. If you fancy coming 
along to the next sessions, please get in touch.  The oldest member of the group is 
85 so you are never to old to try it!!  Call Sarah on 01782 729249 

Free Websites for  

Community groups 
Would your community group benefit 
from having it’s own website?  

Why not call Sarah on 01782 
729249 and ask about setting up a 
FREE website for your group.   

FREE training will be provided for 
anyone wishing to learn how to build 
and  maintain a groups site and 
FREE Internet access can be         
arranged for you to build and update 
your site. 

To see some examples of what your 
groups own website could look like 
visit: 

www.youth4audley.ik.com  

or  

www.audleycommunitynews.ik.com 

FREE computer sessions for the community 

News 

 December 2003 

EverybodyOnline to continue in Audley Parish 

To find out more about any 
of the projects currently 
running, to enquire about 
help to use the Internet or 
if you would like to join the 
new FREE basic computer 
skill sessions starting in the 
new year contact: 
Sarah Bonam 
Project Officer  
Tel:  01782 729249 
Email:  
sarah@citizensonline.org.uk 
 

A BIG THANK YOU!! 
I would like to say a BIG THANK 
YOU to the group of young  
people from Sir Thomas Boughey 
School who have just spent the 
last few weeks re-decorating a 
room in the old Council Offices 
in Audley, so that it can be used 
as a community meeting room.  
They have done a brilliant job 
and are quite welcome to come 
and show me how to do my gloss 
work at home as they have   
managed it without any drips!!  
Well done lads and good luck 
with your next project 
at the New Vic Theatre. 
 

 

      YOUTH4AUDLEY 
  

Make a note in your diaries! 
 
Youth4Audley’s art project event will take 
place on Thursday 29th January 2004 in   
St James Church Hall.  It will be a chance for 
all of you who have been interviewed and 
shared your memories with the project to 
come and see what they have done with the 
information and for the  community as a whole 
to show their support to the young people who 
have worked so hard to prove that not all of 
them are out to cause trouble! 



HORSLEYS 
CHURCH STREET AUDLEY SOT 

 
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware, Suppliers Of All Your Gar-

dening Needs 
Tools, Plants, Seeds, Fertiliser, Compost, Grow Bags, Insecticide, & Plant Feed 

 

 We have an Excellent range of ‘Fancy Goods’ For those Christmas Gift’s           
 

                         Why Not Treat Your Pet  For Xmas (Food & 
Accessories)     

  Horse Feeds & Fishing Tackle 
 

Stockists of Fine Fancy Goods & Ware 
 Suppliers of DIY & Home Repair Accessories 

     Paint, Timber, Plywood. Glass Cut To Size,  
 Nails, Screws, Fixings & Adhesive     COMPETITIVE 

PRICES 

EXCELLENT  
CHOICE OF 

QUALITY GOODS  

MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING  
FLEET REPAIRS 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS 

EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 

To all Our Valued Customers  
We Send Our  

Seasons Greetings  

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   
 Emergency 
07759719500 

Although not endorsing the quality of their  
Services/Products we do encourage you to  

patronise our advertisers.   
Thanks to the advertisers for their support.   

 

Contact the Editor if you wish to advertise. 
 

Seasons Greetings To All Our Readers 

“One of 
Jeff ’s 

tempting 
  offers” 

Now Available!!!!!!! 
Wax Oil Service 

The Community News Team Wish All Our Advertisers A Prosperous New Year 
We Also Thank You All For Your Continued Support 

Logs For Sale 

DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY   DIY    
Where are they when 

you need some 
help ?????? 

Shaun’s the 
Man 

For all those DIY jobs that 
never get done  

 

Just leave your worries to me 
 

“Free” Estimates  
 

Call at your convenience  
 

All work Guaranteed 
 

Highly recommended   
 

For further information call Shaun Baynes 
  Tel: (01270) 873905      Mob: 07812505127 


	 At:  No.38, CHURCH STREET, AUDLEY
	    When:  Thursday 4th, 11th & 18th December
	         Time:  1pm – 3pm

