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THE CO-OPERATIVE CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

Paul Farrelly MP 
Opens the new £3.8 million Audley Health Centre 

Dr Richard Page, is seen greeting Paul Farrelly centre, MP for 
Newcastle Under Lyme with Andrew Millward standing to his 
left, Chairman of the North Staffordshire PTC, to the formal  
opening of the new £3.8 million Health Centre in Church Street 
Audley.  The event took place on Saturday 23rd June 2007.  



  Formal Opening of the New Audley Health Centre 2007. L/Right  
Andrew Millward,Paul Farrelly 

and Dr Richard Page 

Paul Farrelly jokes with Dr Page to what he may 
have done with the scissors. 

Paul Farrelly making the official opening of the New Health 
Centre. 

(Photo’s) left shows local councillor Ian Wilks testing medical equipment,  
below left Paul Farrelly talks to visitors about the centre.  Below two views 
inside the new centre left doctors consultation room, right reception area. 



Formal opening of the New Audley Health Centre. 
 
After many years of waiting, we can now say that the dream of Doctor Richard Page has finally arrived in the parish of Audley. 
Audley had been promised a replacement Health Centre, but due to problems over location it had been delayed for a year. 
Many alternative sites had to be looked at, with an option to relocate the New Health Centre elsewhere in the village, this  
decision caused many months to be lost surveying all the options.   
Finally a decision was made to build on the present site and during the construction relocate the surgery to portacabins at the 
Audley Cricket grounds. 
In January 2006 the Practice and PCT staff moved out of its Church Street surgery into its temporary buildings at the Audley 
Cricket field.  The practice did have concerns about the fact that where the temporary surgery was to be located there was no 
bus route and they did consult the patients for their views.  Attempts were also made to secure a bus service, this unfortunately 
failed to mature.  Concern was shown from many of the patients regarding the distance the practice had moved from the centre 
of the village.  To the surprise of most of the practice patients, we have to commend the excellent services we were provided 
with during the 14 months in which it was located at the Audley Cricket Field.  A big thank you must go to all the Doctors and 
their staff for the excellent work and smooth running of the temporary surgery.   
Please let us not forget all those kind people who provided patients with transport to attend their appointments, taking time out 
to help one another through a traumatic time, especially for those who were elderly, disabled and no transport of their own. 
A week after the building was vacated, demolition of the old health centre was in progress.  As with most building projects, 
especially one of this size, it seemed to be an age before the village could see the extent of this lovely building.  Audley is now 
the proud owners of a 21st century Health Centre and is envied by many other areas.    
 

On the 26th of March 2007 the new purpose built premises opened its doors to patients, many of those whom visited on that 
first day, pronounced themselves delighted with their 3.8 million pound new Health Centre. 
The replacement building is the latest to be completed under the North Staffordshire LIFT scheme, a public and private funding 
initiative.  Successful delivery of this scheme involved a great deal of partnership working between the practice, the PCT and 
the private sector colleagues on the construction project. 
 

The new development represents a significant investment by the PCT in local health care and acts as a centre for health  
services in Audley and the surrounding areas. 
Services based at the new Centre currently include: 
• Dr Page & Partners GP Practice 
• District Nurses 
• Health Visitors 
• Physiotherapy 
• The Centre also provides a base for Community Psychiatric and Speech & Language Therapy Sessions. 
In addition to the Health Centre, we have also the local Co op pharmacy situated next door, on the same site, which adds to 
the convenience for patients.  
 
Dr Page & Partners -GP Practice    
• The practice has 6 GPs and 19 practice staff. 
• 8,972 patients are registered at the Health Centre 
• An established teaching practice, teaching undergraduates, post graduate doctors and nurses. 
• In addition to the normal GP services, the Practice also provides minor surgery, orthopaedic clinics, a dietician,           

chiropody/podiatry service and a full range of nurse led chronic disease management clinics. 
 

At the formal opening of the centre, Andrew Millward Chairman of the North Staffordshire PCT said “This excellent new building 
represents significant investment by the PCT and will I’m sure be warmly welcomed by the local community.  Delivering 21st 
Century medicine from a 21st Century premises, it will act as a centre for health services that will benefit local people  
enormously”. 
 
Paul Farrelly, MP for Newcastle Under Lyme spoke and apologised to Dr Page for the years delay to the start of the new 
Health Centre.  Mr Farrelly explained that all avenues had to be explored to where the location of the Health Centre was to be 
built, he then gave his congratulations to the PCT for this excellent Health Centre. 
 
Dr Richard Page who had played a pivotal role in the development of the surgery said, “After extensive planning, our vision for 
the new health centre in Audley is finally a reality.  A long awaited change from the cramped, outdated condition that we were 
previously working in.  This new bespoke health centre will allow us to offer the highest quality of healthcare for our patients.  It 
will also provide the opportunity to develop new services that can be delivered locally and in pleasant surroundings”.  Dr Page 
gave thanks to the PCT for the centre, the Architect who had built the building and all who had been involved with the project. 



Editor’s introduction 
Welcome to issue 17 of the Audley Community News. 
Congratulations must go to the PCT for our new £3.8 million health centre.  No wonder Dr Page has a smile on his face. 
As always I must thank all the people who have written or contacted me with information, without you the magazine would not 
survive.  To all those who subscribe and to all the people who kindly donate, either when taking a magazine or by post THANK 
YOU.  I appeal once again for information no matter how large or small it may be.  The feedback that I get from the magazine, 
tells me that whatever information or details we place in the newsletter, this information is well received in the parish. 
On a personnel note I wish to thank the Rotary Club of Audley, for making me an honorary member, many thanks.      

We now have two community police officers patrolling the parish, Ian Blythe and Mark Gribble who are now trying to work with 
the youth of the parish.  If you wish to contact one of the community policemen or our local police officer George Heppell, 
please use the appropriate telephone number, followed by their collar number which can be found in the back of the magazine.   
We have received a number of complaints regarding gangs of teenagers gathering around the library and leaving a trail of  
rubbish, including  pop and beer cans for others to collect.  This not only looks disgusting, but is also an enticement for vermin 
to use as a feeding station. 
What a sight the old Adult Learning Centre / Council offices look, this is the responsibility of Newcastle Borough Council, who 
promised to keep it looking respectable until a final decision was made to how they disposed of it.  I wonder if it had been a 
council tenant who was occupying the premises, I’m pretty sure the Borough Council would have sent out a warning letter to 
inform the tenant to tidy up the gardens etc.  Looks like the Borough have there own rules.                                                            
We have been reporting in our past issue about the concern in the Audley village of For Sale signs, as nearly every other shop 
or business seemed to be closing.  Well at last, we can welcome two new businesses into our parish, with the opening of a new 
Estate agency, Wakefield Giles who have opened an outlet at the bottom of Bignall Hill at the junction of Boon Hill.  We now 
have a new Ladies Hairdressing Salon, Archways which has recently opened in Church Street Audley, using the refurbished 
Lilies Fruit & Vegetable store close to the Boughey Hall.  Let’s hope it’s the start of upsurge in new businesses.  Ernie / Editor.  

Sandra journeys  to China in aid of charity. 
 

What a Fantastic Experience! 
 

In October 2006 I read in Prima magazine that volunteers were wanted to take part in a 
Charity Challenge to walk the Great Wall of China in aid of Breakthrough breast cancer, the 
leading charity committed to fighting breast cancer through research and education. 
 

We would be away for 9 days, 5 of which would be the trek.  I thought “I can do that”.  Both 
myself and my friend Christine applied not realising what we had let ourselves in for until we 
had been accepted.  There are thousands of steps to climb and descend as we were to trek 
approx 50 kilometers. 
 

We started training in earnest.  Two weeks in the Lake District, a weekend in Snowdonia, 
local walks including numerous trips to the monument, and I cannot count the circuits we did 
around Trentham Gardens. 
 

So after months of training we arrived along with 25 other women, we stayed in local lodges which were quite basic, the food 
was very good, Chinese buffets every night.  The treks were amazing and the views from the wall were fabulous.  Mongolia on 
one side and China on the other.  It was a little perilous at times on the unreconstructed parts of the wall as we were often  
extremely high with little foot room. 
 

It was very demanding and tough, we carried our own water (often 6 bottles) food and anything else we needed for the day and 
the temperature was 36 degrees!  Towards the end we climbed the Heavenly stairway 1200 steps to get on the wall, then a  
further 400 to the top.  To help keep us going we reminded ourselves of why we were doing this trek, (some of the ladies there 
had had breast cancer).  We were doing it for our daughters - for a future free from this disease.  We had a few tears as we 
reached the top but it was absolutely brilliant.  We had such a good time. 
 

I would like to thank everyone who sponsored me, you were all amazing and to date my total stands at just over £5,000.  Two 
groups of ladies went out, one in May, one in June and between us we have raised almost £90,000, which I think is amazing,  
all of which goes directly to Breakthrough breast cancer.  Anyone who would like to make a donation can go to: 
www.bmycharity.com/sandraschallenge. 
 

Many, many, thanks to everyone.  
Sandra Phillips Bignall End. 

http://www.bmycharity.com/sandraschallenge�


Fire at St James’ Church. 
Everyone knows that the church has suffered from a Recent Fire.  This seems to have been 
caused by water being blown into the Crèche and running down the inside wall where it came into 
contact with the new wiring system.  An electrical short caused and fed the fire. 
This has meant that the Church building is out of action and will remain so for the next 3 months 
or so.  The damage is mainly in the crèche area but smoke has filled every part of the church with 
soot and odour even up to the rafters of the roof.  Our biggest problem is to clean the inside of the 
church, a process which has already started. 
 

The Crèche Damage 
The crèche has been gutted by the recent fire.  The electrical 
switch gear has been completely destroyed and it is believed that 
this was the source of the fire. 
 

Above it one of the roof trusses is severely charred but may be salvageable.  The rafters and 
battens are again severely charred and will probably require replacement.  The roof tiles have 
all been removed as have the soffit board linings.  Approximately 60% of the area is actually 
exposed to the sky although a temporary polythene sheet has been installed.  

The walls are stained and blackened through out, as is the 
inside face of the plain leaded light glass to the window.  
The window tracery stonework is particularly blackened as this was fairly near the seat of 
the fire. 
 

Melted wires are hanging from the apex of the wall into the northern aisle.  Stonework 
above the arch is severely blackened by the soot.  The carpet is covered in soot and is 
ringing wet.  The toy storage cupboard is also ruined as are all the toys and some items of  
furniture.  The books and book shelf are all smoke damaged. 
 

An extensive survey has been carried of the church building so that we could understand 
what damage has been caused.  The Good News is that all of the damage and necessary 
cleaning is covered by our insurance and work has already begun to put things right.  The 
Bad News is that our investigations have shown up other defaults, some of which were 
expected and known about. 
Since we are to have a significant amount of work carried out due to the fire, it seems  
prudent to consider what else could be completed at the same time since the church is 

already out of use and craftsmen are on site.  The major problems are as follows:- 
The King Truss 
The King truss in the roof of the tower is broken.  Although this sounds very serious, the truss only supports the roof itself.  The 
bells have their own structure and are not affected although they cannot be rung due to the vibration until the truss is fixed. The 
truss needs to be plated (spliced) or replaced which will require the roof removing.  An alternative may be to replace the roof 
with a flat one. 
The Central Heating Boiler 
If any of you have been in church over the winter, you will have realized that it has been a struggle to keep the boiler running. 
The oil fired system does need replacing.  The inspection showed that the flue from the boiler needs lining but due to its  
construction (it kinks into the tower part way up), this could mean significant amount of work.  Alternatives include using a new 
flue design (balanced) or replacing and re-sighting the whole system. 
The Rainwater Goods 
There are a significant number of defects in the rain water goods (gutters down pipes etc), some of which have been created 
by our own short term repairs.  The whole system needs to be checked and repaired with the correct quality of hardware.  In 
most cases this means using cast iron gutters and down pipes. In some cases, the “work required” consist of cleaning, painting 
and fixing etc. 
Tiling 
There are a number of roof tiles that need to be replaced or refitted.  A little amount of work now could save us from significant 
problems at a later date.  Some lead flashing also needs to be repaired or replaced.  It was reported that the general condition 
of the church was quite good although there are some repairs that can be completed by the congregation and a plan of work 
will be put into place.  The areas above are of major concern which require significant attention. 
Our grateful thanks must go to  the Audley Theatre for allowing us to use their premises for Sunday Worship. 
Further Information together with photographs of the church are available from Trevor Carman (01782 721637) 



Audley & District Family History Society 

Audley Village in the 1930’s 
Audley still possesses a good variety of shops where most day-to-day products can be purchased, even 
after recent closures. 70 years ago the range of shops and services would have served most villagers with 
everything they required. The shops were situated along the length of Church Street and continued at 
intervals along Wereton Road. Today several former shops are private houses and some have been 
demolished. The first photo (taken early 1900’s) shows the William White Buildings at left which contain 
nos.8-12 Church Street and opposite nos.15-19 (since demolished). 

The next photo shows nos.40-44 Church Street at left, between the 
bank and the old shops opposite the school. No.44 was later 
demolished to make way for a larger bank building. The lower 
photo shows no.27 The Studio at left, built in 1910. The adjoining 
butchers, no.29, became Steele’s, and by the 1930’s Wright’s 
greengrocers. To the right no.31 was Darlington’s shoe shop. 



Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome. 
Research 2-4pm on Wed. 5th September / Wed. 3rd October / Wed. 7th November 

Talks 7.30-9pm on Fri. 7th September / Fri. 2nd November Research 7-9pm on Fri. 5th October 
All enquiries Tel: 01782 720495. E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 

As well as the businesses in the adverts and others of the same type, there was at least one fishmonger, printer, 
fried fish dealer, bakery, confectioner, hardware dealer, dairy, stationer, hairdresser, watchmaker, tobacconist, 
small ware dealer, cycle dealer, wireless dealer, tailor, boot and shoe repairer, coal dealer, doctor, dentist,  
solicitor, decorator, builder, estate agent, post office, bank, public house and garage, plus the Audley Branch of 
the Butt Lane Co-operative Society, which included a furnishing department. 
            Clive Millington 

Below in the centre of the village (1910’s photo) are no.66 (Carter’s butchers in 1930’s) at left, along to no.48 
(Emberton’s drapers, next to bank). To the right is no.33 (Post Office and printers of John Dodd). 



Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
Specialising in Small Breeds 
Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc. 

 

Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  

Readers Letters 

Dear Editor, 
 

I recently received a copy of the Audley Community News, 
sent to me by my sister who lives on Boon Hill. 
Firstly, I was saddened to hear the news that Jeanette 
Johnson - nee Hammersley had passed away.  I knew her 
when I lived in Queen Street, Audley and Jeanette lived in 
Westfields Avenue.  I often saw Jeanette in the village, I 
will always remember her for her smile and her infectious 
laugh.  My condolences to her family.  
I so enjoy reading the articles and readers letters they 
bring back so many lovely memories. 
I remember going to Audley Cinema on a Saturday  
Matinee, buying sweets from Laffeys shop, or Reg Heaths 
paper shop.  We would then use the short cut to Chester 
Road which was next to the paper shop, that was named 
“Reggies Entry”.  I also remember going to Sunday 
School at the Methodist Chapel, this was near to where the 
old dole office used to be.  I remember going to Proctors 
shop where they made fresh bread, then visiting Mrs 
Agnes Scrivens who was some relation to my grandmother  
Martha Pointon-nee Wareham. 
I am so looking forward to the next copy to see what other 
memories are brought back to life.  My late father Roy 
Pointon, used to keep racing pigeons, I recall going to 
Audley Cricket ground to see them being released on their 
training flight.  I remember a Mr Jones and Mr Jennings 
who also breed pigeons from the parish.  
I would like to say how much I loved seeing the old photo’s 
in the last edition and can’t wait to see what’s next. 
Please keep up the good work. 

Yours  Yvonne Pointon  Moray Scotland.  

Visit from Aussie.    Dear Editor 
 

I am sorry to add to your various tales of poor behaviour within the 
Audley community, that I have read in the Community Newsletter, 
but I would like to relate a recent incident that does not bode well 
for the village.  In May my family returned to Audley for the funeral 
of my mother who passed away after a life of 94 years spent in 
Miles Green and Alsager Road.  Whilst attending the funeral I had 
discussions with a cousin about the overgrown state of my 
mother’s family grave in the churchyard and we resolved to rescue 
it from the encroaching weeds. 
 

On the following Saturday, my son and I with my cousin and his 
son spent some considerable time with our gardening implements  
removing the weeds and cutting the surrounding grass so that the 
headstone could be fully visible.  However, on returning to our car, 
resplendent with spades, clippers and pick we were accosted by a 
resident of the area in a 4 wheeled drive car in the road  
complaining that our vehicle was blocking access to the front door 
of her house and that we had no right to obstruct the road in such 
a way.  This was despite the fact that there was already one car in 
the driveway and another in front of the house that were  
presumably also their vehicles.  I was not aware that persons  
actually owned the road in front of their dwelling and when I  
questioned this we were subjected to such amazing ridicule that 
the four of us were dumbstruck by the force of the person’s 
tongue. 
We quickly packed our things and departed fearing an escalation 
of the incident.  But the incident left some considerable sadness 
because we didn’t expect to be harangued during what had initially 
set out to be an activity of some considerable reverence. 
There were several visitors to the graveyard during the time we 
were on our mission to tidy our family grave and this would give 
the impression that people in the village care and respect their 
departed relatives.  For those in the village who now live away it is 
an essential part of maintaining a connection with their roots and 
those they wish to remember and cherish. 
 

Sadly some who live nearby with the “I, me and myself, attitude” 
are exhibiting the worst characteristics of the “Y” generation and 
should be more sensitive to the significance of the site to those 
who are no longer locals.  It is a sad decline in values I feel. 
On a more positive note I would like to thank all of those in the 
village who expressed sympathy and condolences on the death of 
my mother Pat Ikin (nee Cross).  She was born in Miles Green, 
one of 9 children, with most of her time living in Alsagers Road.  
Until 1960 she worked with my father and grandfather at “The  
Nurseries” supplying the village with fresh fruit, vegetables and 
flowers.  When my father became a teacher she spent much of 
her time looking after the family and later caring for sick relatives 
and helping elderly neighbours.  Most of her family remained in 
the district and she always remained close to her brothers and 
sisters and their children.  Nevertheless, she did come to visit my 
family as we travelled the world visiting Australia, Jamaica and 
Italy to be with us.  She died peacefully on the only day she had 
spent in hospital at the age of 94.  
 



Readers Letters 

Dear Editor 
 

I love reading the newsletter that you produce, but we would 
like to see more later pictures, as most of the pictures are out 
of our age group. 
However, on page 22 of the June issue, it shows a picture of 
Jack Taylor with a group of unnamed men.  I thought that you 
would have recognised the man standing at the back top left, 
who was my father Jack Heywood and for many years lived in 
Vernon Close Audley with his family.  We were so delighted to 
see it.  I have been reliably informed that the man standing in 
front of my father with a stick and cap is Wilfred Johnson. 
The building could be the old council depot to the right of the 
council offices.  I think all the men may have been employed 
by the Audley Council at some time as my father was. 
 

Jean (nee Heyward) & Colin Franks 

Dear Editor 
                   I so enjoy receiving the Audley Community News from my parents who live in Bignall End.  For the first 18 years of 
my life I lived in Hope Street, I have so many memories of the area where I was born. 
I recall  playing outside during the summer holidays, sliding down the railway embankments, sitting on Jonny’s Hills’ and  
playing football on the rec.  We would often go for walks along the railway line and when we got near to the old Rookery mine, I 
always felt scared because it seemed quiet and eerie. 
One time whilst playing with my friends at the bottom of Tibb Street, a green Mini van drove past and I very naughtily hit the 
van with a stick.  The van stopped and the driver got out and asked me how old I was.  I told him I was 10, he said that if I fail 
my 11 plus exam he would certainly punish me, for he was a teacher from Halmer End.  Well, after he had put the fear of God 
into me I knew I had to pass my 11 plus-which I thankfully did and went on to Clayton Hall Grammar School instead of Halmer 
End.  “Oooooh, I didn’t know she had it in her” said my aunty.  She was right about that, but I didn’t want to be at the mercy of 
that teacher at Halmer End. 
When I was a pupil at Ravensmead School I received a copy of The British Alphabet at the beginning of the summer holidays.  
It was so exciting to write off to various companies and receive mail in the post.  I remember just two of them, Cadbury’s and 
Kellog’s.  I entered  a competition at Cadbury’s and won a tin of chocolates, which I regret I don’t have today.  I have not found 
anyone who remembers The British Trades Alphabet, but surely pupils from Ravensmead School from the early 60’s, must  
remember it. 
There was a group of us who caught the bus to Clayton Grammar School and we would wait for the bus by the Pottery Shop.  
In winter those lovely ladies who worked in the Pottery Shop, would let us stand by the kilns to warm ourselves, especially 
when it was snowing.  I recall standing having a warm one day and the school bus went by leaving us.  We were all upset and 
had to make our own way to school.  During the bad weather, we had to leave school early, some days having only a couple of 
hours of schooling. 
I was lucky to get a job working at Sally Robinson’s Studio Pottery.  This was situated first, in the old railway ticket office at the 
bottom of Boon Hill.  However, it moved to an old shop in Ravens Lane, I think it was the old Sweetnhams store?  I did so enjoy 
working with all those ladies, most of them were related and they enjoyed embarrassing me with their rude jokes.  All great fun!  
Those women were great and I have many happy memories.  The job at the Studio Pottery enabled me to take up driving  
lessons with Bernard Sellars.  He was a wonderful chap, so relaxed and laid back.  I passed my test first time because of  
Bernard.  He would ask me questions while I was driving, but would stick an Uncle Joe’s Mintball in my mouth when I was 
about to answer his question.  “ Now Barbara, what colour do the lights change to after red?”  I would try to answer with a 
mouth full of mints.  “Now Barbara , you don’t have to hold the steering wheel so tightly, think of it like you were holding eggs, 
hold it gently”.  I remember to this day all the things he told me.  He was a brilliant driving instructor. 
From the age of 18 I have lived in various parts of the country and a brief time abroad.  I now live in South Staffordshire,  
Tamworth, where you cannot buy Oatcakes.  At last we can now buy Oatcakes and Wrights Pies in Lichfield which is not too 
far away. 
I have enjoyed writing down a few of my memories and have many more which I could share with your readers.  I will end by 
wishing the Audley Community News every success and to send all my best wishes to every one in Bignall End who knew me 
including my parents who live in Boyles Hall. 
PS  I am not related to the Mary Moulton of Wood Street, but was she a dinner lady at Ravensmead School?. 

All the best Barbara Moulton (nee Smith)    
Dear Editor 
 

Audley are now the proud owner of a new state of the arts 
£3.8 million Health Centre, providing health care for around 
9000 residents.  We have also been provided with a new  
Co-op Pharmacy which is part of the Health Centre complex.  
But why on earth can’t we get on the Pharmacy car park 
on a Saturday morning.  The reasons we have been given 
are that no one is available to open up the gates, what a  
ridiculous situation we have been put in.  I’ve seen mums with 
kid’s and elderly people having to walk down the village in the 
pouring rain all because they can’t park their car at the Health 
Centre. 
I have spoke to a number of parishioners who say they don’t 
bother to use the new Pharmacy, they go to Freeport where 
they can park.  I’m sure this problem could be easily solved 
with a little bit of thought.  OAP Audley Parish.              



Readers Poetry & Rhyme  
Poem written by Annie Isabel Curwen 1895 

 
Toll for the brave! Ay, toll 

For the brave souls that have fled- 
Not in warfare’s strife 
But in the battle of life 
Toiling for daily bread 

 

Toll for the brave!  Ay, toll 
Softly for their funeral knell 
For  mortal will never know 

All they suffered below 
Down in the pit’s dark hell 

 

Far from the light of day 
Beyond all human ken 

In their living tomb 
Death strove with these gallant men 

 

Toll for the brave!  Ay, toll 
They have fallen to rise no more 

Oh brave, brave host 
They died at their post 

And their battle of life is o’er 
 

A perilous life was theirs 
Yet daily did they go 

At duty’s stern command 
Bearing their lives in their hand 

To the treacherous depths below 
 

Their hazardous tasks to ply 
While death in ambush lay 

Waiting the fateful hour 
To rush forth and devour 

The unsuspected prey 
 

Toll for the brave!  Ay, toll 
For the brave who will never return 

The troth plight to keep 
With maidens who weep 

And mourn for the mothers, mourn! 
 

Weep for the widowed wives 
And babes whose fathers are lost 

And as you hurry through the storm 
To the comforting glow of the fireside warm 

Think what the coal has cost. 

Found written on a birthday card. 
 

Forget about the past 
                                      You can’t change it 

 

Forget about the future 
                                       You can’t predict it 

 

Forget about the present 
                                        I didn’t buy you 

EXCHANGING PHEASANTRIES 
 
Driving down a country road a pheasant I espied 
With its toes cocked in the gutter and I knew it must have died. 
After being hit by a passing car, a van or maybe truck 
So I stopped to take a closer look bemoaning its bad luck. 
 

I admired its lovely colours as I held it in my hand 
And wondered if it had a mate on adjacent farmer’s land. 
It looked in great condition, unmarked although quite dead 
And I thought I cannot leave it here I’ll take it home instead. 
 

Then I had an inkling I could put it in a stew 
Or eat it with a plate of chips, if not enough for two. 
Well the Missus said ‘There’s no chance, you know there’s not the time 
To prepare the poor thing properly and serve it in its prime. 
 

So I kept it in the car boot until the next weekend 
When I spoke with my mate Stuart, a loyal and trusted friend. 
We were at a bowls match with Eric Phillips on the green 
And left it in his empty bag before we could be seen. 
 

We retreated to the far side until his game was done 
Before we sidled back again to find out if he’d won. 
He went to put his bowls away when we saw the feathers fly 
And we laughed until our stomach’s ached and tears came to the eye. 
 

The lads joined in the banter, said the bird had lost its nest 
Or it could have flown a long way and stopped to take a rest. 
Did the green need cutting?  Did it fly out of the grass? 
Perhaps a pair of sweaty socks had caused its life to pass. 
 

Eric couldn’t see the funny side and no one knew to tell 
Who had done the ghastly deed that he might give them 
hell. 
Well I think the time has now arrived to admit that it was me 
And hope that we will still be friends de-
spite this history. 
  

“I’m sure Batey 
has just said I’ve 
got the pigeon”?  

 

LOVE’S ROSE 
 
In my garden there’s a Rose Tree, It is one of quite a few 
But this one is rather special for it says so much of you. 
It bears exquisite flowers on a slender stem 
It commands admiring glances .It truly is a gem. 
Its head is held up high even in the pouring rain 
Yet has thorns of which I’m wary, lest they should cause me pain. 
Its shape is well nigh perfect, Its petals I must kiss 
They feel like flakes of velvet, too wonderful to miss. 
It has perfume in abundance which is truly heaven scent 
To view it in its glory is what paradise is meant. 
It has colour of such passion, It rewards my love and care 
And when beauty is in fashion I can take it anywhere. 
 
 
                                       Derrick Bate 



Food for Thought  

The Perfect Fit 
 

Garment Alteration 
& 

Repairs 
Tel: Joanne 

 

(01782) 729169 
 

 Roasted Mixed Vegetables 
 

3 tablespoons oil, 4 carrots, 4 parsnips, 4 small onions and 
1 swede quartered. 
Salt and pepper and a large knob of butter. 
 

Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas Mark 4. 
Pour the oil into a roasting tray, add the vegetables and 
coat in the oil.  Season with salt and pepper.  Roast for 50 
to 60 minutes, turning occasionally until tender and golden 
brown.  Brush with butter before serving. 

“Season of mist and mellow fruitfulness” is the first line of the poem To Autumn written by John 
Keats and it really sums up this wonderful season of the year.  Our gardens, greenhouses and  
allotments are full of ripening fruit and vegetables which we should all enjoy at this time of the year.   
Remember if you have any left over start making jams and chutneys.  Don’t forget to freeze what you 
can so we can all enjoy the wonderful flavours through the lean winter months and here are a few 
recipes for you to try. 

 

Blackberry Crumble Cake 
 

250gm/9 ozs plain flour 
2 teaspoons baking powder 
200gm/7 ozs softened butter 
250gm/9 ozs caster sugar 
Grated zest of 1 lemon 
4 eggs 
100ml/3½ fluid ozs crème fresh 
125gm/4 ozs blackberries 
 

Topping 
 

30gm/1¼ ozs butter 
30gm/1¼ ozs plain flour 
30gm/1¼ozs Demerara sugar 
30gm/1¼ ozs flaked almonds 
 

Heat the oven to 180C/ 350F/Gas Mark 4 and 
grease a 23cm/9inch cake tin and line the base 
with greaseproof paper. 
Sift together the flour and baking powder.  In a 
separate bowl beat together the butter, sugar and 
lemon zest until pale in colour.  
Beat in the eggs one at a time with a little flour 
and then fold in the remaining flour with the 
crème fresh.  Spoon the batter into the tin and 
sprinkle the washed blackberries on top. 
To make the topping, rub the butter into the flour 
and sugar until it resembles crumbs and then stir 
in the almonds.  Sprinkle the crumble mixture 
over the top and press down lightly.  
Bake in the oven for about 1 hour until golden 
brown and well risen.  Cool for 10mins before 
removing from the tin.   
 
Thanks Barbara for the recipe 

Damson Chutney 
 

1.35kg/3lb damsons 
2 heaped teaspoons ground ginger 
2 heaped teaspoons cinnamon 
1 dessertspoon cloves 
1.2 litres/2 pints malt vinegar 
450gm/1 lb cooking apples (no need to peel) 
3 large onions 
3 cloves garlic 
450gm/1 lb raisins 
450gm/1 lb soft dark brown sugar 
450gm/1 lb Demerara sugar 
2 tablespoons salt 
 

Place the stoned damsons in a large preserving pan.  
Core the apples, peel the onions and chop them all into 
small pieces and add to the pan.  Crush the garlic and 
add to the pan with the ginger, cinnamon, raisins, sugar 
and vinegar.  Sprinkle in the salt and stir well.  Wrap the 
cloves in a piece of muslin and tie the top with a piece of 
string and tie onto the handle of the pan allowing the 
small bag to lie in the pan with the rest of the ingredients. 
Bring to the boil then lower the heat and let the mixture 
simmer very gently for 2 to 3 hours stirring occasionally.  
The chutney is ready when almost all the vinegar has  
disappeared and the mixture has thickened to a soft  
consistency.   
Whilst it is still warm pour into sterilised jars, filling them 
as full as possible.  Cover each with a waxed disc and 
seal tightly with a lid.  Leave in a cool place to mellow for 
approx. 3 months. 

 

Find time to freeze your favourite herbs in ice cube trays with a little 
water.  These can be easily added to your favourite recipes when the 
plants have died back a long time ago. 



Audley Infants 1963/64 
Left to right. 
Linda Manning, Janet Denton, Sheila Riley, Gillian Cotterill, Trish 
Whitmore, Susan Lawler, Lynn Pearson, Lynn Shaw, Jean Eardley, 
Pauline Manning.  Standing at the rear all alone Yvonne Pointon. 
Photograph sent in by Yvonne Pointon of Scotland, who would love 
to hear from any of her former friends. 

Audley Methodist  Church 
 

What a fantastic community spirit  is out there among the people of Audley and Bignall End.  I refer to the support given to our 
2 major charity events this year organised through the church and its members.  First in April was the Lymphoma Cancer  
Appeal organised by Don and Sheila Caton, which raised £2000 and more recently at our Strawberry Fayre in July when 
£1200 was raised for the Parkinsons Disease Society.  Two fantastic efforts. 
 

Our monthly Social / Outreach events are well supported by our Church members and our friends in the community.  We do 
thank you for your continued support, which not only raises funds for charity or the Church but gives us all a feeling of shared 
fellowship and love and care for each other.  If you have not been to any of our events look out for posters etc and come and 
join us.  There is a warm welcome for everyone. 
 

Did you know that in September we celebrate the 4th Church Birthday of Audley Methodist Church?  Yes, it is 4 years 
since Audley Peoples Church closed and joined together with Audley Central Methodist Church to form a new church - Audley  
Methodist Church. 
 

On the weekend of September 9th we celebrate our birthday with the Reverend Jenny Macgregor taking the morning service 
and Reverend John Walker, chair of the district, leading the worship in the evening at 6pm.  Why not join us - you will have a 
warm welcome. 
 

Social / Outreach events for September to November. 
Saturday September 8th 10.30 - 12.30 
 

We meet in the Church Hall for Coffee and Scones and friendly chat and fellowship. 
 

Saturday October 13th at 7pm 
 

We are holding a Barn Dance.  The caller is Steve Share.  It’s great fun and not too exhausting so come and join us. 
 

Saturday November 17th 10.30 - 1 30pm 
 

A Victorian Christmas Market with lots of stalls and Santa Claus etc.  Audley Brass Band will entertain us with Christmas 
music.  We serve “A Victorian Lobby” along with other menu choices for lunch. 
Once again our thanks for your support in all we try and do in the community.  But remember we are also there for shared  
fellowship with each other and with God.  We would love to meet you at our Sunday morning services at 10 30am or evening  
services at 6pm.  Don’t hesitate just decide to come and worship with us.  There are other church activities you can be part of 
too, so come and see if there is something for you.  

Audley and District W I 
Forthcoming Events: 
 

23rd August  Journey into Floristry 
   Sandra Poole 
 

27th September Dam Busters 
   Mr. Harry Mathews 
 

25th October Our World of Photography 
   Mr. A. Wood & Mr. D White 
 

22nd November 7 Ages of Man 
   Mr. Colin Bell  
We meet at 7 15pm at St James’s Church Hall 
Church Street, Audley everyone is welcome. 
For further information please contact: 
Anne Marsden  Telephone 01782 721957 

 



Success for Audley Male Voice Choir. 
 
May the 26th 2007, Wolstanton High School was the venue for the Audley Male Voice Choir, to invite their friends from  
Cornwall, the St Stythian,s Male Voice Choir.  They were invited to participate in a concert in aid of The Wolstanton  
Methodist Modernisation Scheme and the music department of the high school. 
St Stythian,s MVC, were also celebrating their 60th anniversary year.  Under there musical director and conductor Ken  
Downing with accompanist Kathryn Baldry they included in their programme (Send in the Clowns, The Lord's Prayer and 
Bring Him Home). 
Audley MVS choir’s musical director and conductor Philip Broadhurst with piano accompanist Ian Riddle included in their 
programme ( The Bandits Chorus, You Raise Me Up and What Would I Do Without My Music. 
Soloist Lynne Bradbury and the choir sang, (American Trilogy, My Lord, What A Mornin, Rhythm Of Life) 
The celebrations carried on. On Sunday May 27th both choirs and supporters took part in a service at the Audley Methodist 
Church, Bignall End conducted by Rev Jennie McGregor.  Once again the event drew a full congregation to enjoy the choirs.  
After the service a fantastic buffet was provided by the hardworking ladies committee of the Audley MVC. 
We hope that the St Stythian,s MVC and their supporters found this event as successful & enjoyable as the visit which we had 
to Cornwall during our tour in October 2004.  Audley MVC wishes to thank to all who help to make this event so enjoyable. 
 

Audley MVC held another successful concert on Friday 15th June, when they visited Sandbach High 
School.  They were joined by Audley’s very own Soprano Denise Leigh seen to our right. 
All the hard work of the people who organised the concert, were rewarded for their efforts, when the sum 
of £5300 was raised, in aid of the North West Air Ambulance. 
 
Audley MVC is now looking forward to their Gala Concert and the venue for this is the Victoria Hall,  
Hanley, on the 7th of October 2007.  They will be joined by The Foden Richardson Band.  Please book 
early save being disappointed. 
Tickets are available from any choir member, or you can contact:  P Broadhurst at Tele: 01782 720568. 
 
On a more sadder note, I must end with the very sad news of the loss of a staunch member of the choir, 
when on the 7th June 2007 Stan Hughes passed away.  Stan was a 101% member of the choir and will 
be a great loss to us not only as a singer, he was a mate. 
Stan loved his music and so enjoyed the camaraderie of the friends he had made during his time with the choir.   
He was a man who enjoyed a laugh, always having an answer and showed respect to others. 
Stan God bless and keep you.  Roy Cooper Audley Male Voice Choir.       

 News From ------ Audley Theatre. 
 

This time last year at the theatre we were in the midst of our extensive refurbishment scheme. 
The theatre then looked as though a bomb had exploded there, denuded of seats, patched walls, 
planks of wood and wiring going in every direction. 
What a difference a few months can do, with the lovely red comfy seating now in place, new lighting 
and pleasant décor completed.  A Place To Be Proud Of! 
Our project was made that much easier by the generosity of our friends throughout the community, who were very generous 
when making donations to our refurbishment project.  We were also pleased to receive the much needed help from the various 
village organisations, supplementing our own building fund.  Our grateful thanks goes out to one and all. 
 

Although this is usually our closed season, the theatre is being put to use by various groups from around the parish.  Audley 
Brass Band, being homeless at the present time due to their new bandroom not yet being complete, are most welcome to use 
the theatre for meetings and some band practices. 
 

St James Church is now using the theatre for their Sunday morning services, since the unfortunate fire caused extensive  
damage to the church, preventing it from being used.  Is this a “First”-it is for us. 
Audley Theatre are pleased to help others in our community and certainly the church congregation enjoy the comfort of our 
new seating. 
On our own behalf, we shall in October be presenting our opening production of the 2007/2008 season. 

“Death By Fatal Murder” by Peter Gordon.  
This is an hilarious comedy with the inept Inspector Pratt (A bit like Inspector Clouseau) trying to solve yet another murder. 
Note the dates-Wednesday October 17th - Saturday 20th October - Time 7.30pm. 
 

We look forward to seeing you there and enjoying the fun.  Pauline Johnson 



Audley’s Arkela 
 
Way back in the 1940’s 
Audley had a Wolf Cub 
Pack. It was led by the local 
School Teacher Hannah 
Brassington, known by the 
schoolchildren of Ravens 
Lane as ‘Anna Brassknobs.’ 
She was a Disciplinarian of 
the highest order who was very handy with the Ruler, of which many who  
received a rap across the knuckles will testify. 
Hannah, born in 1889 / 1958, was one of a family of ten, born at Wall farm 
and eventually returned to teach in the local school. 
The photograph was taken about 1947/1949 and the Cubs are Derek  
Williams, Jimmy Hambleton, Graham Worthington, Terry Rowley, John  
Garwood, John Harrison, Neil Brown, David Lewis, Barry Proctor.  The 
Back row third from right cannot remember his name.  Perhaps someone 
can !  John Harrison.       

Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
 

When caring & understanding is most needed  

Audley Mother’s Union 
 

Meetings held on the  
third Thursday of the  
month, at 7:15pm,  
In the St James  
Church hall Audley. 
 
Diary dates for 2007: 
September 20th: 
Deanery Festival St Martin’s (Talke). 
 

October 18th: 
Josie & Ian Knight, A talk on their 
visit to Kenya-  Kenana Knitters.   
 

November 15th:  Kenneth Laird. One 
of his stories. 
 

December 21st:  Carols, Readings 
and Faith Super. 
 

St James Church Audley. 
 

Branch information 
Branch leader  Wendy Jessop 
Secretary:  Joan Tomkinson 

Treasurer: Marjorie Colclough 
 

For details: Tele 01782 720381  

Audley Brass Band Calendar 2007. 

Sunday 16th September:  WYCHAVON CONTEST  (All day event.) 
Saturday 22nd September:  ENDON PROMS  (7-30pm) 
Saturday 2Oth October:  STOKE BEER FESTIVAL  (Kings Hall afternoon.) 
Saturday 13th November:  CHRISTMAS MARKET:   
(Audley Methodist Church 11-45 to 1-30pm) 

 

COMMUNITY CHEST GRANTS 
 
CASH GRANTS AVAILABLE TO VOLUNTARY 
OR COMMUNITY GROUPS TO HELP WITH 
PROJECTS THAT HELP THE COMMUNITY 
 
FUNDS ARE STILL AVAILABLE FOR 
GROUPS IN AUDLEY PARISH IN THIS 
FINANCIAL YEAR  
 
EXAMPLES OF ELIGIBLE PROJECTS – 
• support for local youth groups 
• support for any voluntary group 
• to improve local recreational facilities 
to undertake small-scale environmental improvements eg. tree 
or shrub planting schemes 

Please note that the project should be planned and not  
already started.  Retrospective applications are not normally 
allowed. 

 
For an application form contact the Parish Council on 722168 
 
SPORTS CLUBS - The Borough Council operates a similar 
scheme for sports grants – for information please contact Geoff 
Durham on 742222. 

Appeal for Footpath Information 
The parish of Audley has many Footpaths which need 
to be put on the Definite Map, they need to be  
registered as a Public right of way, before they are 
lost for ever.  If you know of a foot path that may need 
to be registered please send the details to the Editor 
or the Parish Council, we will try to get them sorted.    



Stanley Hughes 
 

We sadly report that on Thursday the 7th of 
June 2007 after a short illness, Stanley Hughes 
of Miles Green passed away quietly in the 
North Staffordshire Hospital. 
Stan as he was known, leaves a son David and 
two daughters, Lesley and Christine.   
Stan aged 83, had been retired for many years, 
was well know for his love of either drawing or  
painting and was a member of the Audley  
Male Voice Choir.  Stan’s funeral was held at the Bradwell  
Crematorium on Thursday the 21st of June 2007.  It was standing room 
only, from a very large congregation who attended to show their respect 
of a lovely member of the parish. 
 

To all of Stanley’s family and friends please accept our deepest  
condolences.   
On a more personnel note I would just like to say to Stan, you will be 
sadly missed by your friends from the Audley WMC.    

Kenneth Proctor 
Kenneth Proctor aged 75 sadly passed away suddenly at his 
home, on Friday the 8th June 2007.  Ken was a resident of   
Ravens Park, Bignall End. During his life Ken had been a self 
employed painter & decorator and was finally a partner in  the 
Lawton’s hardware store in Chesterton . 
 

Ken would often be seen at the Bignall End Cricket Club where 
he had served as a committee member for many years. 
Ken leaves a wife, Margaret Joan, daughter Janet and two 
grand daughters who he so loved.  Ken’s  funeral was held at 
the Methodist Chapel Bignall End, on Wednesday 20th June 
2007.  At this very sad time all our thoughts are with Ken’s 
family and friends please accept our deepest condolences. 

David Burgess  
On Sunday the 9th June 2007 David Burgess aged 
69, of West Fields Avenue Audley, passed away at 
the North Staffs hospital where he had been under  
treatment for a number of weeks. 
Please accept our deepest condolences. 

Joseph Sanderson 
After a short illness, Joseph Sanderson, aged 72, of Deans Hollow 
Audley sadly passed away on the 13th April 2007.   
Mr Sanderson was a well know member of the parish, who during his 
life had spent many years serving the people of the Audley parish as a 
Borough and County Councillor.  Joseph, was also know for his views 
as a Mining Union Representative and had spent many years  
campaigning for the rights of miners who had contracted Raynaud’s  
Disease know as Vibration White Finger, to apply for compensation. 
Joseph, was well know for his ability to have a discussion and also a 
sense of humour.   
To his family and friends please accept our condolences.  To Joseph, 
you will be sadly missed by all the people you have loved and help  
during your life time.   

Colin Johnson 
Suddenly on the 23rd March 2007, aged 93, Colin 
Johnson, of Queen Street Audley, sadly passed 
away.  Colin who was born in Miles Green, was one 
of 10 children and had lived all his life in the parish of 
Audley. 
Colin was well known for his love of walking in the  
countryside, over fields, love of birds and all wildlife. 
He was very knowledgeable about the history of   
parish of Audley and would love to talk for hours on 
this subject.  Colin was a member of the St James’ 
Audley Bell Ringers in his younger years.  He was 
still driving his car up to the age of 93. 
The family of Colin, wish to thank Doris & John Fox, 
Colin’s neighbours, for all their help, friendship, and 
kindness they showed him for many years. 
To all his family and friends please accept our  
condolences. Colin, you will be sadly, missed by a 
loving family and all that knew you.  God bless you.       

Alfred Emery 
 

Sadly on Sunday 25th June 2007, Alfred Emery of Barthomley Road 
Audley, passed away after battling for a number of months with illness.  
Alf, was such a gentle man, who would always have a kind word and 
smile when ever you met him. He will be sadly missed. 
 

To all his family and friends please accept our condolences.  

Fred Johnson 
 

Sadly on the 6th May 2007 Fred 
Johnson of Chester Road Audley, 
passed away after a long illness, 
aged 79.  Fred, for more than 35 
years was well known throughout 
the local district and parish as an 
insurance agent until his early  
retirement aged 60.   
Fred, then worked part time for the 
next ten years at the Sentinel office.   
After he finally retired he took up 
playing bowls at the parish green a 
game he so enjoyed until his illness 
prevented him form playing.   
 

Fred was married to Sheila (nee 
Mainwaring) for 56 years they had 
two sons, Paul and Ian, a daughter, Christine, and 
seven grandchildren.   
 

The thanksgiving service was held at the Methodist 
Church, New Road, Bignall End, followed by  
cremation at Bradwell.  Both services were well  
attended by many relatives and friends.  Generous 
donations were much appreciated for Prostate  
Cancer Charity. 
 
Please accept our condolences. 



 
“He’s A Hero, That Man Is” 
 
Over the past two issues of the newsletter we have been featuring the heroic story of William 
Dodd, who on the 14th January 1985 helped to save the lives of almost 40 men and boys in 
the Diglake mining disaster.  William is certainly one of our greatest local heroes, who  
received the Albert Medal for his valiant and brave actions.  Many of us had never even 
heard of him but from the letters and comments we have received you have all enjoyed  
reading his captivating tale.  Unfortunately the headstone which marks his final resting place 
now lies flat in the grave yard at St. James’s Church Audley.  We now arrive at the final part 
of this heroic story, which I am sure you have all been waiting for. 
 
So it was that through the courage of William Dodd and John Boulton, John Carter, Joseph Bateman, John Johnson, John 
Watts, Amos Hinckley, Moses Barlow, John Maddock, John Sproston, Thomas Longshaw, George Rowley and Richard Howle 
that so many lives were saved that otherwise may have been lost. 
When news of the disaster reached the village, all the women and children gathered together near to the top of the pit to pray 
for their loved ones to be rescued.  Some of the women stood for five days in the freezing cold, hoping to see a husband,  
father, brother or son brought out alive. 
Despite strenuous efforts to clear a path way to rescue these trapped men a decision was made on Saturday 19th January 
1895, that it would be impossible to find anyone else alive and that there was no possibility of ever entering the mine again.  No 
hope remained and all rescue attempts were abandoned.  On that fateful day around 238 men and boys were at work in the pit 
that morning.  Of these, over 100 were working in the West 8 Foot seam, 14 or so in the West 8 Foot Boundary workings, 
around 50 in the East 7 Foot seam and just 25 in the new Ten Foot seam.  The water broke in from the Ten Foot seam, cutting 
off any escape from the East 7 Foot which was at a higher level and therefore unlikely to have been flooded.  The roadways 
from both shafts were quickly blocked with debris-broken roof supports, coal wagons and mud.      
Sadly, 77 men and boys lost their lives in the disaster. 12 men were drowned in the West 8ft seam, while 65 men in the 
East 7ft and new 10ft seams were trapped above the rising water. 
 
What we have to remember is that at the time of this disaster, there were very few safety measures or means to allow the  
rescuers, to rescue the doomed miners.  With only oil safety lamps to guide them whilst trying to escape and most of the lamps 
would have been put out with the force of the water gushing into the mine.   
Diglake was closed forever and the men who worked there either went to other collieries or left the coal mining business to find 
less dangerous work.  The men listed above were all presented with medals from the Royal Humane Society in recognition of 
their bravery.  William Dodd alone received the Albert Medal, first class, from Queen Victoria herself in March 1895. 
 
The inquest was held at the Plough Inn, Bignall End and the findings of the Inquest into the disaster can be found on the web, 
at www.warrinerprimaries.com/Topic/inquest we have a shortened version which states: 
Circumstances Attending The Inundation of Audley Colliery, Staffordshire, January 14th 1895  
At the time of the flood, Diglake was operated by Messrs Rigby, with Frank Rigby as managing partner.  Frank was held in high 
esteem by the men who worked the pit, even after the flood.  It was well known that an earlier pit existed close to Diglake and 
that this pit was full of water having closed for over 50 years.  Mr Rigby had a plan of this pit (named Plan B at the inquest) 
which had been given to him by its operators.  The plan should have been an accurate representation of the extent and  
position of the old workings.  Mr Rigby's plan was to leave a barrier of some 60 yards between the new Diglake workings in the 
East 10 ft seam and the abandoned pit.  By his calculations, on the day of the flood, there was a distance of 70 to 80 yards  
between them. 
However, certain aspects of the old plan were of concern to the coroner.  Firstly, it had no date and there were also some 
seams, drawn in a neutral colour, shown as part of the old workings which were not labelled.  It was not clear whether this was 
an original, up to date plan of the old pit, or whether it was a copy.  The plan was also found to be drawn up on a different scale 
to the plans of Diglake pit.  When the two plans were reduced to the same scale and overlaid upon each other,  
( The extraordinary and sinister fact was revealed that the end of the workings shown in neutral tint on Plan B,  
approached to within a few feet of the point at which Messers Rigby’s workings had reached on that morning of  
January 14th 1895 ). 
 
It seems most likely that the shot fired on the morning of January 14th by William Sproston, fireman, brought down the barrier 
between the old pit and the new workings, allowing thousands of gallons of water to rush into Diglake Pit.   
However, since it was never possible to enter the flooded areas of the pit to confirm the point at which the water broke through, 
this is pure speculation. 



This picture was taken during August 1932, when a skeleton was 
found whilst working a new mine which was part of the Jamage 
Colliery.  The skeleton was of a mineworker and at the inquest 
the pathologist gave his opinion that the man was aged between 
27 and 32 years of age.  It is thought that the man had probably 
drowned in the Diglake Disaster.  Between January and March of 
1933 a further two skeletons were also found.  At the inquest the 
coroner was reluctant to give a name to the remains, as he 
thought it could result in a terrible mistake being made.  In the 
photograph you can see a group of men with a coffin used to  
remove the remains of one of the victims of the Diglake Disaster  
You can see to the extreme left, Fred Fryer of “Claremont”  
Bignall End, who was a member of the mines rescue team at the 
time of the discovery of the skeletons. 
 

Do any of our readers know anyone else on the photograph?  If 
so contact the editor please. 

William Dodd’s life after Diglake is largely unrecorded.  He never sat for his first-class manager’s certificate and in the 1901 
census he described himself simply as a ‘retired miner’.  At that time, he was living at Diglake House, which  still can be seen 
standing on the left hand side of the road as you go towards Newcastle from Bignall End, at the bottom of Bignall Hill, just in 
front of the location of the abandoned colliery. 
 
What was it like for William, watching the colliery buildings fall into disrepair, day after day?   
How did his experiences in the dark, freezing water below ground affect him?  We know that he suffered bad health afterwards, 
as a result of his efforts to save others.  He did however, have the opportunity to see those he had saved, especially the boys, 
grow up, have families of their own and perhaps this was some consolation to him.  His own son, Arthur, would have been 20 
at the time of the disaster, had he lived, but maybe William had other ‘sons’ in those whose lives would have ended in the 
flooded Diglake pit, had he not set out to search for them. 
William Dodd died on the evening of Saturday, 7th January 1907 aged 54, having never really recovered from his ordeal some 
12 years earlier.  At his funeral, several local colliery officials preceded the hearse and his coffin was carried by eight of his 
nephews.  His obituary described him as ‘well-know and well-respected’ and ‘being of a kindly, considerate and genial 
disposition’.  Williams second wife, Elizabeth, survived him by 13 years and they are buried together in the, Audley  
churchyard of St James’ The Great.  
 
We have inserted a poem written about the disaster, written by Annie Isabel Curwen, on page 10.       

This article has been quite an emotional story, showing the bravery of William Dodd and many others who had no thought for 
themselves, when others were in danger.  He’s A Hero, That Man Is. 
This story was sent to us by Susan Bradley, who was researching her family tree and got hooked up with this tragic tale.   
William Dodd was almost forgotten, his headstone now lies on the ground, the place in which he entered to help save 40 of his 
work colleagues.  We would therefore like to pay tribute to William by re-erecting his head stone to give him the respect he 
surely deserves.  The Newsletter has made a decision to make an appeal to a number of local groups from the parish, to  
provide the much needed funding for the restoration of his grave.  ( See next issue for the results).   
Surely if any man has helped to preserve our parish families, William Dodd did this with no thought for his own safety.    
If you have any details of the disaster please contact the Editor or email Susan at: susan@boothenwood.com 

 
The photograph on the left shows where the 
Diglake Pit was situated, it stood where you 
can see the tall chimneys behind the houses.   
You can also see Diglake House the home of 
William Dodd, which is the last house on the 
road side as you travel up the main road  
towards Newcastle. 
 

We have been reliable informed that there is 
still standing a section of the buildings which 
were part of the Diglake Pit Offices.  



 
 

Quality Styling By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 6 days per week  

 

Mon. Tue. Wed.  9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am -  7.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat  9.30 am - 4.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 5.50 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.00 
 

OAP.                 £ 3.60 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 3.50 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.00 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 
 

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS &  FREEZER  
               ORDERS  VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 

 
Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK      

John Jackson 
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

Audley Boy’s on target 
 

On the 30th June 2007, Lyme Valley Archers held  their 
25th Anniversary Tournament. 
With archers being invited from all over the UK to  
attend, two parish boy’s, Jake Smith and Scott Walley 
entered their first ever tournament. 
 

The tournament was held over a two day period, which consisted of a total 
of 12 hours of Field Archery. 
Jake Smith entered the Under 12 years class with Scott Walley entering the 
Under 16 years class.  After all the points were totalled, Jake and Scott both 
took their age group medals, despite having to over come boys far older 
than themselves. 
Congratulations must go to these two boys who have placed Audley on the 
map of successful sports personnel, once again. 
Photograph on the right shows the boy’s at the tournament. 

Jake Smith left with Scott Whalley at the 
Archery tournament  Lyme Valley.  



Memories to share. 
 

A few months ago I was given a back issue of the Audley  
Community News and I must say it is a credit to all involved 
with the publication.  After reading this one issue I was so  
impressed with its quality, that without hesitation I contacted 
you to register my name as a subscriber. 
 

My name is Les Lee, I was born at Church Farm Alsagers 
Bank, seen in the photograph behind the tree during the  
aftermath of the Minnie Pit disaster and after seeing a report of 
the disaster in one of the back issues it started me on the trail 
of my memories.  
As a young boy in Alsagers Bank, I enjoyed my earliest years roaming around the farm, making friends with all the animals, 
chasing hens and watching the chicks grow.  Where we lived you could see the local trains passing by, I would often stand on 
the rail crossing waving to the drivers as they travelled between Apedale, the Minnie Pit and the local Mineral mines.   
At the age of 7, I had to really start growing up, it was 1926, this was the start of the General strike with all its problems and 
suffering.  My father had died and my brother who was almost 14 was due to start work in the local mines.  Like most people in 
the early 1920’s, it was tough time to live in a small village like ours.  I also remember the clothes we wore, a pair of clogs 
for shoes and with different coloured patches of cloth to repair the holes that had appeared in our trousers.  
At school my memories of queuing up for my daily bowl of soup and a chunk of bread for lunch.  To supplement our diet we 
would pick berries so that mother could make jam as there was no money to buy it from the local shops.  At this time jam was 
one of our main sources of food, did I read in one of the issues about ‘Jam Land’ a name given to our local area.   
I remember having Rook pie cooked for tea and hearing reports of older boys rolling up dead Sparrows in clay, then cooking 
them on a fire.  As the clay was removed after cooking, the feathers would come away revealing the cooked flesh of the bird to 
eat.  During the time of the strike it is so hard to describe what life was like at home, no father to bring home the pennies, times 
were hard and food was short, nothing went to waste. 
 

As an 11 year old one of the pleasures I had was to go to the Audley Cinema for the Matinee, but before I could go I had to 
scrub my grandmother’s quarried floor with soft soap, to earn the required 3d , three old pennies.  1d was for the bus ride from 
Halmer End to Audley,1d was for the entrance to the Cinema and 1d was for the bus ride back home if the weather was bad. 
If I was lucky with the weather, I would spend the 1d in Audley Chip Shop and walk home eating my chips, singing and  
whistling the tunes from the movie I had just seen.  I believe I was at the Cinema the first time the new double seats at the rear 
of the Cinema were installed and you would often see two boys seating there with a girl each on their knees.  Hence the two 
seaters became famous for courting couples.  To go to the toilets, the men and boys had to go outside through the double exit 
doors at the front of the Cinema on the left hand side.  If the usher was missing you would often see one boy go missing to the 
loo and on his return two more would be with him.  The extra boys were ones who could not afford to pay and they would 
sneak in for a free viewing.  After all these years I can almost smell that floral disinfectant they used in the loos and still hear 
the stamping of the feet from the patrons if the film had broken down.  Yes, that was a normal event to have a breakdown  
during the performance.  Could the first ‘Talkie’ have been a trailer depicting the attempted ‘escape’ down ropes & ladders 
from the Titanic, into small boats?   
Wonderful - wonderful memories your magazine has stirred in my mind.  THANK YOU.   Les Lee Porthill Newcastle.  

Children Of Audley Residents Association (CORA) 
CORA held their annual “FUN DAY” event on the 7th July, on the Wereton playing fields.  Thankfully after many weeks of 
downpours the day dawned bright and warm.  The event was opened by Sinead Butters, Chief Executive of Aspire Housing. 
The event started with a float parade around the village, starting at 11.00am with some wonderful costumes on display, from 
Cleopatra to Spiderman.  The field events included a Rodeo Bull, a Dog show, various games and inflatable attractions.  There 
were stalls, with many items donated by the public to help raise funds for the organisation, Archery targets, Gladiator Challenge 
Penalty shoot-outs, Miss Audley competition and many more. 
This years Miss Audley is Amy Spooner and the Audley Princess is Chloe Upton.  We would like to thank all those who  
supported us financially, those who gave their free time and energy to make this a successful day for CORA. 
A special thank you must go to Mrs Kath Upton who took it upon herself to make the Mayor and Mayoress so welcome. 
Once again we had our master of ceremonies Lee Moss, who was on hand to make the day run smooth.  A big thank you to 
the people who provided the excellent refreshments.  A great day was had by all and much needed funds were raised. 
We are now well on the road to taking a lease on the field, so that our grant applications can be more successful. 
We have a number of events in the pipeline, including a Wet N Wild fun Day for children up to the age of 14, on Wednesday 
15th August.  There will be Halloween parties, Christmas parties and carol events.  We will be advertising in the village.  



Halmer End  
Gymnasium Football 

Club 1902 
 

Back row:  Mr G Glover,  
H Hawthorne, C Forbes,  

A Jervis, W Ing 
Mid row: 

J Jervis, S Hawthorne,  
A Taylor 

Front row: 
E Boden, A Williams,  

S Grimes, F Jervis, 
 S Parker. 

We continue with past 
football teams from the 

Audley parish. 
 

Do any of our readers have 
any information regarding 
the players or the team.  
Please sent any to the Editor.  

 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
 
Audley Cricket club has three 
senior teams, which play cricket  
on a Saturday and Sunday;   
There are also U18’s, U15’s,  
U13’s, U11’s and U9’s teams,  
with up to70 children practising on  
Friday nights.  We have darts and  
dominoes teams and the local  
running club use the club as their  
base.  New members of all ages are always made welcome whether they wish to join in with the sport and games or just enjoy 
a social membership and sample the real ale the club has to offer. 
 

The Club’s efforts to maintain the highest possible standard of cricket for the benefit of the district means hard work and  
considerable expense.  The upkeep of the premises together with ground commitments, new machinery and equipment  
represents a continual financial burden.  The committee at Audley Cricket Club is always looking for new ways to raise money 
and, at the same time, provide enjoyment for members.  The clubhouse is regularly hired out for private parties; we also have 
discos, dinners and bands entertaining members and guests.  Recently the Jalapenos got the club rocking and proved to be so 
popular that we have asked them to return early next year for a repeat performance. 
 

A few months ago we put on our first beer festival.  After much trepidation, and endless hours of planning, it finally got  
underway on a Tuesday evening in April.  Wednesday and Thursday evenings saw a steady stream of customers and partly 
due to the fantastic weather, most of the beer was sold out by Friday night.  Apart from running out of beer, the festival was a 
success beyond our expectations, it could not have been possible without our sponsors, to whom we are extremely grateful. 
 

We could not have pulled a pint without the expertise and friendly service of Phil Grocott and Simply Cask who provided all of 
the beers and the bar facilities.   We are also grateful to Kelvin Chell and Audley Football Club for the loan of the glasses.   And 
lastly - a big thank you must go out to all of our customers, especially the ones who appeared night after night. 
 

We have already organized a date for next year’s Beer Festival, which will take place from 31st March to 5th April, when 
there will definitely be more beers on tap.  Our thanks also go out to all of the sponsors who helped to make it a success. 
 
For more information about Audley CC log on to audleycc.co.uk.  To hire the club for parties call Gary Latham: 721063. 



 

Bridge Inn Dunkirk 1925-6 
 

The photograph shows a local football team, who played for the Bridge Inn public house 
in Dunkirk, during the midd 1920’s.  The pub has been closed for many years and is 
now a private residence.  The photograph was taken with the group outside the Bridge 
Inn and the team played its matches on a field next to the pub. 
 

We have two names from the group, middle of the back row in the white shirt is Jack 
Brough and standing next to him with the shirt & tie is Reg Daniels.   
We would love to receive more details about the men or the team if anyone can help.  

Ravensmead treble-winners  
 
For the first time in their history, Ravensmead Primary School 
has been rewarded for their outstanding performances on the 
football field. 
 

During the past football season, the Bignall End Primary school 
team, became one of a few schools to achieve the honour of  
winning three trophies in a season.  Success came when they 
were crowned champions of the Newcastle Schools’ Year Six 
League A, this was then followed by being crowned champions 
of Year Five & Six C, they then rounded the season off during a 
very tense final against Seabridge by winning the Newcastle 
Schools’ Cup Final.  During a close fought final Ravensmead fell 
behind before excellent goals from Connor Jones and Joel Horne 
eventually secured their cup victory. 
 

Ravensmead School’s coach Blane Samuel was delighted with the success that the school football sides had achieved, but 
admitted that he had not expected to see so many trophies standing proudly in the schools’ trophy cabinet.   
The school team includes Stoke City Academy midfielder Jimmy Garlick & goalkeeper Robert Hemmings. Coach Samuel  
believes the success was due to the excellent team work from all players who were involved during the season.  Samuel said “ 
we all know Jimmy Garlick is one of the most talented players in the team, but as with all team sports it’s a team effort that gets 
results”.  Final he emphasised the fact that the main object was to encourage the kids to enjoy and have a good time playing 
the game of football. 
Team photograph shows Connor Jones, Rob Hemmings, Josh Whalley, Jimmy Garlick, Danny Beach, Ryan Laidlow, Eliot 
Wilkes, Joel Horne, Nathan Russell, Kieran Oliver, Jake Smith, Sam Wynne and head coach Blane Samuel. 
 

Congratulations to the  football team and Ravensmead Primary School from the News team. 

International Call for local Girl 
 

Harriet Maddock, of Heathcote Road  
Halmer End, has been successful in 
being selected to represent Karate 
Training Black-Belt Federation GB, 
in Nationals, Internationals and 
World tournaments around the 
World.  Harriet has earned her place 
by competing against the best  
athletes in the country. 
Harriet is a member of The Black 
Cobra Kick Boxing Association who 
are very proud to have her selected. 
Harriet would welcome donations or 
a local business to sponsor her to 
assist with the escalating costs of 
competing.  If you would like to make 
a small donation, please send it to 
the Editor who will pass it on to her.  

 

Harriet 
Maddock 

 

Audley’s 
International 
Kick Boxing 
Champion. 

 



Sports Quiz  
 
1. Which American was Olympic long jump champion in 

1996 ? 
 

2. Which Argentinean footballer was kicked by David 
Beckham in the 1998 World Cup? 

 

3. What is former cricket umpire Dickie Bird’s real first 
name? 

 

4. Which English football club’s crest has a red moose on it? 
 

5. What type of rock is used to make curling stones? 
 

6. In horse racing terminology, what is the smallest possible 
margin of victory? 

 

7. Polo is divided into eight periods of play, what are they 
called? 

 

8. What do the initials TT stand for in connection with the Isle 
of Man motorcycle race? 

 

9. Which game has the six tackle rule? 
 

10. In athletics which is the last event of the decathlon? 
 

11. How long is a standard Olympic swimming pool? 
 

12. Which Scottish football league club is named after an Irish  
monk? 

 
Turn to page 30 for the quiz answers. 

Take Away Don’t Throw Away. 
 

There’s a place you know called Audley, 
Full of people kind and nice, 

And if you needed someone sorely, 
They would help you in a trice. 

 

But there’s always one or two, 
Or at most there’s just a few, 

Who throw their rubbish where they pace, 
Instead of in the proper place. 

 

Does it help to get so bitter, 
Does it help to moan and groan, 
About this problem of the litter 

Or could you ease it on your own? 
 

All it takes is just a minute, 
As you walk to town and back, 
Litter’s mostly bits and pieces, 

You won’t need a great big sack. 
 

Keep a plastic bag about you, 
And a rubber glove to hand, 

Any picking that you do, 
Leaves a cleaner, tidier land. 

 

Join the army of the tidy, 
Not the groaners or the slack, 
Treat it as your daily dozen, 

It might help your aching back. 
 

But remember litter pickers, 
Don’t expect a vote of thanks, 

For litter’s just like housework, 
A dreary bind 
A daily grind- 

You can pick it til you drop, 
But no-one knows until you stop. 

 

So when you see your roadway, 
Looking clean and neat, 

That’s when you can wear a smile, 
For that will be your treat.  

 

Please join the ever growing army of litter 
pickers in and around our lovely parish of 
Audley.  Even the smallest cleared area will 
help to make a difference. 
Litter picking tools and gloves are available 
if you require them. 
For details please call either of the following  
numbers. 
 

01782 720231 
01782 722459 
01782 721888 
01782 722886 

 

Please Keep Our Village Clean. 

Function Room 
For Hire 



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

Summer is a fairly quiet period for the Rotary Club. President Bert Proctor has  
just taken over the reins from Paul Barrow, we wish to thank Paul for all his  
hard-work and leadership during the year.  We look forward to a great year under 
the guidance of our new president.  The photograph on the right shows incoming 
President Bert Proctor, left, being congratulated by the former President Paul 
Barrow.   
 

We have just made presentations to Madeley and Chesterton high schools for the  
Young Chef and Young Innovator competitions.  The Young Chef winners were 
Rachel Roberts and Thomas Rushton and the Young Innovator winner was  
Charlotte Brown.  We also presented our Chesterton School Citizenship Award to 
Matthew Haining.  As part of his prize, Matthew nominated Douglas Macmillan 
and we were delighted to present them with a cheque for £100. Congratulations to all. 
 

Young Achiever awards have also been presented to our local primary schools.  These awards recognise pupils 
who have significantly improved during the year or performed well under difficult circumstances. 
 

Our first ‘Apedale Amble’ was very successful.  Over 30 walkers took part in the walk through the lovely Apedale 
Valley and we raised a considerable sum for Cancer Research.  ‘Thank you’ to everyone who either took part or 
sponsored the walkers. 
 

We are continuing to work closely with Audley First Responders, Madeley First Responders and Audley Brass 
Band on their various projects. 
 

Santa again made an appearance at the ‘Children of Audley’ fun-day, along with a number of his helpers.  This 
time the theme was “Santa Goes to Hollywood”! 
 

Audley Rotary held a stall at Betley Show on 4th August and once again we had a very successful day. 
 

Neil Ginnis 
Rotary Contacts:     Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
                                Secretary:  David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net)  

Audley Millennium Youth Club 
As we have just been through the school holidays we have had a pretty quiet period, attendances have been low , this is  
understandable with the weather being so warm and sunny at last.  We have now received a grant form the Community Chest 
and have arranged the first day out activity.  This is to be a Pony Day where a number of our members will be going to Rockley  
Stables to learn about the care involved in looking after a pony and to have two riding lessons. 
We are anxiously awaiting other grants so that we can confirm other day activities and also the purchase of new equipment, we 
will let you know more in the next issue.  We are always open for new members between the ages of 11 and 16. 
We meet every Monday evening at the Audley & District Community Centre from 7pm to 9pm  Tele: Brad 07762285315 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
mailto:davidroyle@audley.net�


THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot. 
Tel: 01782 720622 

 

6 Real Ales & 4 Traditional Ciders 
 
 

Quiz Nite Monday 
+ 

Pick a Key and open the Box Stashed with Cash 
It has now built up to over £200 with more to be 

added if not won. 
 

 
Sarah & Carl welcome you. 

 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

Trivia Quiz 
 

1. What is a one humped type of camel called? 
 

2. Who narrated the children’s TV programme, “ The 
Wombles”? 

 

3. What was sold by a costermonger? 
 

4. What do we call the young of a alligator? 
 

5. Who sent the first radio signal over the Atlantic in  
           1901? 
 

6. What is the name of the parliament building in               
Northern Ireland? 

 

7. Between which two English towns was the world’s  
          first modern railway run in 1825? 
 

8. Which Greek God had the legs and horns of a goat? 
 

9. Which British newspaper has a lion and a unicorn on 
its masthead? 

 

10. Which Latin word, in common use in English, means     
elsewhere? 

 

11. What does the letter E stand for in E numbers which        
are found on food labels? 

 

12. In the Bible, whose head did Salome demand on a      
plate? 

 

13. What is the national airline of Germany called? 
 

14. Who painted the picture “The Laughing Cavalier”? 
 

15. In which city was Tony Blair born? 
 

 Turn to page 29 to find the trivia quiz answers 

Audley & District Family History Society 
An appeal is being made by the Society for information 
regarding old photographs. 
Available from September 2007 Audley & District FHS 
will be publishing on their web site, photographs which 
they have no information about.  If you can help please  
contact either the Society or the Editor of the Newsletter. 
 

To see the photographs go to :  
www.acumenbook.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 

Audley Family History Society 
 

Available soon - 2008 Calendar 
 

The calendar will contain 13 local photos 
   of scenes from around the Audley Parish. 

 
Price £4 each from the society. 

 They will be available locally look out for local adverts. 

First Post. 
 

Can any of our readers remember a Mrs Ester Brindley, 
who was possibly the 1st Postmistress for the district of 
Bignall End during the 1930’s. 
Mrs Brindley lived at No 28 Ravens Lane (which is next 
door to the present day Post Office) with her husband, 
who I think was called Frank and their two children 
Dennis & Marjorie. 
No 28 Ravens Lane was also the village fish & chip shop 
and Mrs Brindley ran this also. 
If any of our readers have any details, or possible a  
photograph of the shop, Derek Brindley would be 
pleased to see them and would be most grateful. 
 

Please contact the Editor if you have any details etc. 



Wood Lane Cricket And Sports Club. 
 

Despite the inclement weather the Wood Lane Ladies Cricket tournament was held on the 27th May 2007, at their 
Megacre ground.  The event was in aid to help raise funds for the CLIC Sargent Charity.  Wood Lane Cricket 
Club wishes to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped to make this a very successful day.  The total 
amount raised on the day was £2130, which has now been passed on to the CLIC organisation. 
 

Forthcoming events at the Wood Lane Cricket Club: 
On the 26th August 2007:  Veterans cricket match between Wood Lane and Porthill Park.  Start time 2pm. 
 

9th September 2007:  Ladies Cricket Day to be held at the Wood Lane Cricket Club, Megacre Wood Lane. 
Over 15 teams will be taking part.  There will be a Barbecue, refreshments, licensed bar, beer garden and various 
attractions.  This event will be ideal for families and everyone will be welcome.  Play starts at 10am 
Beer Festival: 1st to the 4th November 2007, where you can find a fine selection of traditional ales and a number 
of wines available.  I’m sure we can find one to suite your pallet.  Everyone is most welcome.  K Sylvester. 



Cinder Lane Public Right Of Way. 
 

A public enquiry was held on the 19th June 2007 at the Pensioners Hall Audley to establish whether a modification order 
should be confirmed on the footpath known as Cider Lane Bignall End. 
The enquiry started at 10.00am and was chaired by Sue Arnott, the inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for  
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. 
Mr G.S. West of Stephens Way, Bignall End represented the Audley parish Council, with 19 local residents who spoke in  
support of the modification.  Evidence was also taken into account from Local Residents who had written to the Inspector in 
support of a Public Footpath being established in Cinder Lane, who were unable to attend the Public Meeting .   
There were four parties who were opposing the Modification Order, two Residents who live along the lane, one from Liverpool 
and a Representative from UK Coal PLC. 
Mr Stewart West in support of the Modification, presented evidence to the Inquiry to establish the use of Cinder Lane by the 
Public on Foot.  As of Right and without Interruption, from the day Mr Rogers who built Cinder Cottage brought the status of the 
Path into question, when he erected a Notice stating “Private Lane” in 2001. 
To satisfy the Inspector, it was demonstrated that the Statements and Evidence from the Witnesses clearly provided proof that 
the Public used this Footpath, openly, continuously and without permission throughout a 20 year period from 1981-2001, from 
the date of Mr Roger’s challenge.  Evidence was heard from many people who had used the footpath for decades without  
being challenged         
 

The inspector Sue Arnott, then gave the objectors the opportunity to give their evidence for their objections to the alleged  
footpath.  I attend this public inquiry and I was mystified to what evidence they had provided.  It appeared that the main  
objections were from a period after the relevant dates and seemed to me to be inadmissible to the inquiry. 
After all the evidence was given the inspector concluded that she would make a decision in approximately four to six weeks 
time, the meeting closed at 4pm. 
 

On the 22nd July I received a correspondence from The Planning Inspectorate who conclude that the order should be  
confirmed, subject to some modifications at a point on Public Footpath, No.80, Audley rural Parish, near to the railway tunnel.  
The Inspectorate is required to give notice of the proposal to modify the order and to give an opportunity for objections and  
representations to be made to the proposed modifications.  We now await a final decision.  Editor. 

Audley & District W.I 
Well hello once again from the W.I!   
We held an exceptional birthday party, the catering was supplied from Alsager, the food was  
brilliant and the service was excellent.  We didn’t have any work to do, which was wonderful for 
the ladies, as we spend most of our lives in the kitchen.  The meal was followed by music  
performed by Mr & Mrs Jon Baddeley, Jon had entertained us before, when he performed as the 
entertainer from years gone by, the late great George Formby. 
Our W.I group won the Group Quiz held at Keele, the questions had been set by a Keele lecturer, so I don’t know 
how we managed to come top of the groups.  I organised our own quiz night in July and we certainly did better at  
the Keele quiz.  I took photographs of seats around the village, all I will say is I think our ladies from the W.I go 
around in their cars and never have to park their bums anywhere in the village.  The funny thing is, I visited York 
the week before I organised our own quiz and whilst I was there I saw a seat on the city wall.  I felt very naughty 
and thought about entering the picture in the quiz.  I had visions of them all sitting around wondering where this 
one was, thinking it was the only one they couldn’t get, how wrong can you be!  
Fortunately we had better luck with the bingo, but we do enjoy our selves.  We have a laugh, a lovely social  
evening with friends, cakes and a cuppa ( what more could you ask for). 
Audley & District W.I once again asks for you to give your support, to our local First Responder.  This voluntary 
group do a wonderful job, assisting the health service to provide us with urgent medical care.  We all may be 
grateful at some time in our lives, just one visit from these volunteers could save a loved one, our selves or a 
friend.  So please be generous with any donations you may consider giving and help to support this voluntary  
service.  Tony Mclaughlin our local First Responder was invited to one of our meetings to give us a talk and to 
present the W.I with a certificate in appreciation for a donation we had made to them earlier. 
Future Events: 
We have a boating afternoon planned, a group outing to the Albert Dock, and a visit to Speke Hall in September. 
27th September Dam Busters /  25th October World of Photography /  22nd November Ages of Man. 
 Finally as I have said before, everyone is most welcome, 7.15pm at St James Church Hall Audley.   
For more details please contact  Anne Marsden Tele: 01782 721957  



 Jojo’s 

Dog Grooming Service 

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs 

Clipping Grooming 
Tel: 01782 721735 

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End 
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH 

30 Years Experience 

Jo
jo’

s 

Jojo’s 

 

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE 
………. best value locally 

 
    In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock 
 
    Some thing's you may not know:- 

 
                            ► We stock Car Accessories - from Fuses & Bulbs - to Oil & Antifreeze - we can  
                                  even order Number Plates & Spares for you. 
 

                                                        ► We are agents for DRY CLEANING 
 

                            ► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in! 
 

      ► Need to send a fax or have something laminated? 
 

Then come & see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End 
Tele: 01782  729113 

Your friendly, village store 

Newsletter Message Box 
 

If you would like to place a message for a friend or relation in 
our Message Box, please send it to the Editor. 23 Wood Street 
Bignall End Sot Staffs St7 8QL 
Message: 
Fred Millington, of Exeter, would like to send his best wishes to 
all that may have known him during his time when living at 12 
Church Street Audley.  Fred, who has been living in Exeter for a 
number of years, would love to hear from anyone who knew him. 
To contact him please write to:  
F Millington 177 Sweetbrier Lane, Heavitree Exeter EX1 3DG  

Audley Male Voice Choir 1930 from issue 16 
Back row: ??, C Burgess, R Hawthorne, J Jervis, 
E Cork, G Williams, F Titterton, Clarence Bailey, M 
Shaw, P Kirkham, Arthur Austin, Leonard Austin, J 
Jebb, A Moores, A Cartwright, Hector Millington, J 
Condliffe. 
Middle Row: T Rhodes, J Beckett, J Roberts, J 
Jervis, H Hogarth, L Gibbons, ??, G Kestevens, S 
Johnson, H Scott, ??, S Titterton, Robert Herod, H 
Brookes, H Hancock, A Henshall, D Taylor, J  
Timmis, J Cookson, F Riley, H Alcock, J Dood, ??. 
Front row: B Jebb, William Bowers, E Latham, W 
Riley, E Warburton, E Wareham, W Burgess, R 
Titterton, Albert Harrison. 
Children: ??, Phillip Harrison, Mary Harrison, Jean 
Harrison. 
Can you help with the missing 5 names.   

 

Audley Christian Viewpoint 
 
We warmly invite you, your family and friends to 
our forthcoming events. 
 

Wednesday 19th. September 
 

Scone and Coffee Morning at 10.30am at St. James 
Church Hall, Church St. Audley.  We shall be listening to a 
DVD by Jennifer Rees Larcombe entitled “Living faith, 
Life story and Testimony.” The DVD starts at 10.45am. 
 

Saturday 22nd September. 
 

Hoe Down at 7.30pm at St. James Church Hall, Church St. 
Audley.  Shaun Morris is our guest speaker and the music 
is provided by Steve Share. 
 

Tickets are £3.00 per adult and £1.50 for children which  
includes a light supper, tea, coffee and cold drinks. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you, for tickets please  
contact:   

Wendy Tele: 720381  Barbara Tele: 720352 



Newcastle Garden 
Machinery 

 

REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING 
All Types of Gardening Equipment. 

 

Free Collection & Delivery Service. 
 

 
KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE 
NANTWICH ROAD   
AUDLEY 

                                                     
 

TEL: 01782 723131 
MOB:  07754 456759 

Ride-ons, Rotavators  
Hedgecutters,Strimmers 
Lawnmowers & More. 

                       News & Gifts 

Widest range of greeting cards 
& 

Gifts in the area. 
 

Extensive range of magazines.   
Confectionery 

Dry Cleaning / Stationery / Lottery 
 

Occasions 
 

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 
Tel: 01782 720323 

2 1 

3 4 

Know your village  (Picture puzzle of Audley)  £10 prize 
Can you name on what buildings these images can be found?  
Send answers  to 23 Wood St Bignall End ST7 8QL before Nov 10th 

Audley Parish local Police contact numbers:       
Dial 0845 3 30 31 32 followed by (0) then either of the       
officers collar numbers below:  
(PC George Heppell Collar No 1205)   (PCSO Mark Gribble 
Collar No 8869)  (PCSO Ian Blythe Collar No 8961) 

Halmer End 1962 
 

Children of Halmer 
End looking forward 
to a bus trip to Rhyl 
during 1962. 
The coaches were  
provided by Pooles 
Coaches of Alsagers 
Bank. Kath Chilton 
sent in the photo. 
 

We would welcome 
your old photo’s 
please send them to 
the Editor.   

Audley Community News do try to ensure wherever possible that 
any information or detail printed in the magazine are accurate. 
Information received for publication is sometimes impossible to 
clarify.  We therefore cannot take responsibility for any  
inaccuracies in Text, Facts, Addresses, Telephone numbers, or 
details.  Editor.   



Audley New Health Centre 
Opening Times 

 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

           Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

              Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

What’s going on around our Parish.  
Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Youth Club  
 

Audley Methodist Church 
 

Kids from 7 to 11’s  
Wednesday Night 

6pm -7.15pm 
 

Admission 50p includes a drink. 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 

Car Boot & Table Top Sale 
 

Audley & District Community Centre 
New Road Audley Sot. 

9am until 11.30am 
 

September 29th 2007 
October 27th2007 

November 24th 2007 

To Book 
a space Tele: 

Dawn 
01782 723469 

Indoor £6.00 
Outdoor £5.00 

Setting up from 
7.30am.  

Audley Library 
 
 

Hall Street Audley 
Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

 

Please 
Give 
Us 

Your 
Details 

For 
Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

Trivia Quiz Answers 
 

1. A dromedary 
2. Bernard Cribbins 
3. Fruit and Vegetables 
4. Hatchling 
5. Marconi 
6. Stormont 
7. Stockton and Darlington 
8. Pan 
9. The Times 
10. Alibi 
11. European 
12. John the Baptist’s 
13. Lufthansa 
14. Frans Hals 
15. Edinburgh 

Wood Lane 
Cricket Club 
Beer Festival 

1st /4th  
November 2007 
 

A fine selection of Beer’s  
4 Varieties of Wines 

 

And a warm welcome to our guests   

Auction 
 

Held at the. Audley & District WMC 
Thursday Viewing 6-7pm 

Auction starts at 7pm 

Audley Theatre next production 
 

“DEATH BY FATAL MURDER” 
 

Wednesday October 17th - Saturday 20th October - Time 7.30pm 
 

For Tickets 
720728 

For Tickets 
720728 



Picture Puzzle of Audley: 
No 1  The Roof of the Audley Theatre.  
No2   Front of the old Council Offices.   
No3  Outside the Balti Restaurant.  
No4  Wilbraham House Residential Care Home.  
Thanks to John Hopkins.  I  hope you enjoyed the puzzle.  
Please send in your mystery pictures to the Editor.  

Where you can find the Newsletter 
Thank you to our outlets for their help. 

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 

AUDLEY CRICKET CLUB 
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 

AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 

BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 

BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 
 

  BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILLOR ANN  BEECH 
Tel: (01782) 722847 

 
 

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL 
 

10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  
 

  WOOD LANE COMMUNITYCENTRE 
APEDALE ROAD 

 

     10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month. 

 G K MOTORSPORT 
        CHESTER ROADCHESTER ROAD  

AUDLEY SOT 
 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

 

www.audley.net 
 

For village events,  
family history,  

Rotary information 
 

Also for your very 
own local  

 

E-mail address. 

TO ADVERTISE 
‘Call’ 01782 721565 

Please contact 
Eddie or Ann 

regarding your 
local issues. 

Answers to Sports Quiz. 
 

1. Carl Lewis 
2. Diego Simeone 
3. Harold 
4. Watford 
5. Granite 
6. A short head 
7. Chukkas 
8. Tourist Trophy 
9. Rugby League 
10. 1500 metres 
11. 50 metres 
12. St. Mirren 

 

If you wish to have a Christmas Greeting included in our  
December Issue, please contact the Newsletter before the 
end of October 2007.  If you would like a message try to 
keep them short and we will get as many as we can in.  



 

           PREMIER                   Windows and Conservatories 

“A league above the rest” 
Conservatories 

Windows 
Doors 

 

NO DEPOSIT 
PAY ON COMPLETION 

 
Opening Times:   

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm / Sat & Sun 12pm-4pm 
RADWAY GREEN GARDEN CENTRE CREWE ROAD ALSAGER 

CHESHIRE CW1 5UJ       Tele: 01270  876813 

Family Values! 
 

Excellent Prices 
 

all year round! 

Now Open 

 

Presentation at Audley Football Club. 
 

In an apparent era of grasping and selfish disregard for others, may  
I report to you an act of generosity and goodwill by a section of 
your community.  
Audley Football Club, which encourages the young, plus not so 
young to enjoy the team building and sharing benefits of the game.  
They also run the annual beer festival at their headquarters in Old 
Road Audley, in order to fund this community activity. 
This year it has extended its generosity, by donating £530.00, a  
substantial proportion of the income from the festival, to our group 
‘The Bottoms-up Club’. 
Our group is established to offer ‘we have been through the  
experience’ support to those who have been or are affected by 
bowel cancer (patients, relatives and friends). 
 

We have written to the Audley Football Club privately, to thank 
them, but feel a wider knowledge of their action should be known, if 
only to show that there are a lot’s of good people about, who  
perhaps do not get the notice they deserve. 
 

The photographs was taken at the presentation of the cheque by Mr  
Richard Platt, on behalf of the Football Club. 
    

Left to right:  Pam Leeden, Shelia Hopkins, Robert Dimelow and 
Richard Platt. 

Audley Community Centre 
Tuesday 5.30pm & 7.00pm 

Tele: Noreen 01782 783016 Mobile: 07951835969 

To advertise in the Newsletter please  
contact the editor at 01782 721565 or 23 
Wood Street Bignall end Sot ST7 8QL 



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

  

Mot’s  
Appointments or While you wait 

Contact Craig 
Tele: 01782 720333 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs 

Logs for 
Sale 

Logs for 
Sale 

We will supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a selection of 
‘Fancy Goods’ 

Extensive choice of 
Household items 

 

“For All Occasions” 
 

Florist & Gift Shop 
80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 

Tele: 01782 720060 
 

 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion. 

 
We Specialise in Weddings 

& 
    Funerals 

Quality  
At its 
Best 

 

. Balloons . Greeting Cards . Bouquets . Aquapacks . Chocolate . Champagne / Wine 

. Fruit Baskets 
. Many Gifts 

. Soft Toys . Silk Flowers 

Free Local Delivery 

We have a selection of indoor plants available 

 

Now available 
a fine selection of 

 

 Autumn and Winter Plants in stock. 

Winter Fuels supplied 
Coal / Sticks / Logs 

Delivered if required 


	Audley’s Arkela

