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“Blooming Wild” 



 

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE 
………. best value locally 

 
    In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock 
 
    Some things you may not know:- 

 
                            ► We stock Car Accessories - from Fuses & Bulbs - to Oil & Antifreeze - we can  
                                  even order Number Plates & Spares for you. 
 

                                                        ► We are agents for DRY CLEANING 
 

                            ► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in! 
 

      ► Need to send a fax or have something laminated? 
 

Then come & see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End 
Tele: 01782  729113 

Your friendly, village store 

 

Editors Challenge 
 

This is the fun part of my job as Editor, my 
challenge is to find those hidden photographs 
that you never want anyone to unearth. 
Can you name the sweet little girl  seen on the 
right in the photo below.  I will give you a clue, 
‘she knows what her right arm is for’.  
 

 Answer at bottom of page 3. 

Jackie Trent to visit 
Audley. 

 

It has been announced by the 
committee of Audley Theatre,  
that on Monday 28th May 2007, 
Jackie Trent, the singer, will  
officially be re-opening the  
recently £50.000 revamped 
Audley Theatre. 
 

We have been informed that 
Jackie who now lives in Spain, with her new husband Colin, is  
expected to arrive at the Audley Theatre at 3pm, where she will be 
met by the Audley Theatre management committee.  This will be 39 
years after formally opening the , then, newly converted Theatre with 
her  husband Tony Hatch, the Lord Mayor and media. 
Also attending the re-opening will be the Lord Mayor of Stoke on Trent 
and Mayor of Newcastle under Lyme. 
 

Audley Theatre Players, will be performing a couple of their sketches, 
this will be then followed by the Stoke Youth Musical Theatre  
Company who will provided some live entertainment. 
Jackie will present her Annual SYMTC Scholarship Award in  
Performing Arts on stage to Emma Salvo, the 2006 award winner. 
 

Jackie, whose real name is Yvonne Burgess, was born in Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme and started her singing career in the early 
1950’s.  Her first single to be released was (Pick Up The Pieces)  
released in 1962.  She had to wait until 1965 for her first and only 
number one hit (Where Are You Now My Love) which was released 
in 1965.  Also coming with the number one spot, she had the honour 
of knocking the famous Beatles off the number one spot, with their 
record (Ticket to Ride) and during the 1960’s & 70’s Jackie went on 
to have two more minor hits.  Her main claim to fame was when she 
and first husband Tony Hatch wrote the theme tune to the Australian 
TV soap Neighbours.   
 

Welcome back to Audley Jackie..    



Message from the Editor. 
Welcome to issue 16 of the Audley Community News.  It was so pleasing to see our last issue disappear so quickly, it took 
just over a week for all the issues to be gone from our care.  I stress once again that if you do not want to be disappointed 
by missing an issue, why not use our subscription service.  To subscribe please send a cheque for £8 made payable to 
Audley Community News, to 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL.  
 

Well it was worth the wait, what a fantastic health centre we have now been provided with.  No doubt we all had a moan, 
when we heard that we would have to go to the Audley Cricket Club for all our health needs.  But now we can see it was 
all worth while, Audley has now moved into the exclusive league where health centres are concerned.  Facilities to be  
envious of and facilities to be proud of.  A big thank you must be given to all the doctors and their staff for providing us 
with all our health needs throughout the building of the new centre. 
 

In our last issue we reported the concern of a number of parishioners with regards to the number of shops and businesses 
which have closed recently in our parish.  The answers we have received were all the same, that the reasons why they 
have shut is because people of the parish do not and have not supported them. 
 

The parish is still plagued with unruly gangs of youngsters hell bent on destruction, why on earth don’t their parents get off 
their backsides and make sure that this behaviour comes to an end for the benefit of the whole of the parish.  
We now have a Community Policeman, but we can’t expect him to be in two places at a time.  Why do we have to suffer 
these unruly kids, whose every other word starts with ’F’?  No matter what they say kids have never had it so good, I think 
sometimes they have far too much, then boredom sets in.  The people of the village are sick and fed up with it and so they 
should be.  So come on you parents start taking some responsibility and sort your kids out.  
It looks like we are to have some new road signs to inform drivers of the correct speed that they should be driving through 
our village, as New Road, Bignall End is used like a second Brands Hatch.  God only knows why someone has not been 
killed on that road recently. 
I have had a number of readers showing concern about a number of people taking more than one copy of our magazine 
and not even bothering to make any kind of donation to help with the costs of the magazine.  All I can say is that in  
general throughout the parish I have found the majority of readers very generous and that I have no intention of making a 
charge for the magazine even though the costs have increased.  My answer is, we may come to a time when we no longer 
can afford to print the magazine, we will all know who to point the finger at.   
Please understand that we produce this magazine voluntary and no one will print the magazine for FREE. 
 

Please enjoy your read and please let us know if we can improve our magazine.  Your comments and information are the 
bread and butter to our group.   Kind regards Ernie / Editor.  

Quaint view of the parish, this is a view from the parish and the property has 
changed very little.  The foreground has disappeared, so can you name where 
it can be found.  Answer on page 28.  Please send in your quaint views.   

Editors challenge: 
The little sweet girl, seated on the 
right of the two little girls in the  
photograph on page 2, is Sarah 
Smith who is the Landlady of the 
Swan Inn Bignall End .   
We would welcome more of these 
unseen  photographs of members of 
our parish.   
Please send your photos to the  
Editor 23 Wood St Bignall End SOT 
ST7 8QL.   
All photographs will be returned. 

 St James’ Church 
The emergency services were 
called out to St James’ Church, 
in Church Street Audley, on 
Thursday morning the 17th 
May, after smoke was seen 
coming from the building.   
Reports say that it was caused 
by an electrical fault.   



 
Most readers will have heard of the term “Wakes Week”, but how 
many actually know what it means? 
 
“Wakes Week” in Audley Parish was the week commencing the  
Sunday before August Bank Holiday Monday (when that was at the 
beginning of August and not at the end, as now).  The Wakes Festival 
originated in the rejoicings at the coming of the festival of the Patron 
Saint of the Parish Church.  In the case of Audley this is St James, 
whose day is 25th July.  From waking in the morning of the Saint’s 
Day, to greet the rising sun, the festivities came to be called “Wakes”. 
 
Two annual parades took place during Wakes Week – those of the 
Oddfellows and Foresters Friendly Societies.  Both parades started 
from Audley School (now demolished) in Church Street, which was 
the home of the lodges of both societies and ended with a service in 
the church. 
 
The Foresters Parade was held on Monday and the Oddfellows  
Parade on Tuesday.  Each parade proceeded via Chapel Street,  
Ravens Lane, Bignall Hill, Wood Lane, Miles Green, Wyn Brook and 
Wereton taking about 2½ hours.  From 1923 the parades halted  
outside the church to lay wreaths at the Cenotaph before entering the 
church for the service.  Each service was followed by a tea and a fete 
on the Wakes Field in Alsager Road, at which sports events, band 
contests, baby shows and choirs provided the entertainment.               
A marquee was erected on the field for the event.  

  Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: 
Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome. 

Research 2-4pm on Wed. 6th June / Wed. 4th July / Wed. 1st August 
Talk 7.30-9pm on Fri. 6th July. Research 7-9pm on Fri. 1st June / Fri. 3rd August 

 
All enquiries Tel: 01782 720495. E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk 

Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 

Audley & District Family History Society 
Wakes 

The two photographs below show a sporting scene held on Wakes week at 
the Audley Wakes field and the Foresters parading through Bignall End on 
Wakes Monday.  Photos courtesy of the late John Taylor.    



We Need Your Support 
 

Public Meeting Regarding Cinder Lane Footpath 
 
After many years of campaigning by local parishioner Mr. Stewart West, we can at last announce a public  
local inquiry has been arranged,  regarding the alleged public footpath we know as Cinder Lane, which can be 
found just behind the Plough Inn, Bignall End. 
The meeting is to be held at the Audley Pensioner’s Hall, Church St, Audley next to the new Health Centre, on 
Tuesday 19th June 2007 at 10.00am.  This meeting is open to anyone who has made an objection or  
representation and any other interested persons who wish to keep the footpath open for the use of the parish.  
The Planning Inspectorate would like to invite anybody who has asked for an Inquiry to be there or send a  
representative on their behalf.  
 

If you would like to speak, give evidence or contribute to the inquiry in anyway it is most important that you 
attend the meeting.  If you do intend to speak it will be most helpful if you are able to send a written statement 
of the case, 4 weeks before the inquiry date to The Planning Inspectorate, Room 4/04 Kite Wing, Temple Quay 
House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN and a copy to Staffordshire County Council for the  
attention of Mrs. B. Parsons, 16 Martin St. Stafford. ST16 2LG.  
 

We have been reporting in the newsletter for some time regarding the public loosing their rights of way to walk 
along Cinder Lane.  If you feel strongly about this issue you now have the opportunity to air your views, so 
please support the inquiry and let your voice be heard.  Please support your rights to walk your local pathways. 

Please Carry on Reporting 
 
Ever pondered over the apparent disparity between the huge amount of letters in Audley News and Evening  
Sentinel regarding anti-social behaviour, driving, parking etc and the boasts of county police that “reported 
crime” is continually being reduced?  Last year, my wife telephoned the police on three separate occasions  
regarding serious ASB in Audley.  On each occasion she was given an “incident number” and on each  
occasion, the report was never followed up by the police.  She has since said that the phone calls were a 
“complete waste of time” and she would never bother again!  So there we have it—in this instance reported 
crime will have gone down though actual crime has perhaps gone up, how convenient. 
 
I live near a “rented” house, which has been empty for a considerable time.  The property has quickly  
deteriorated with the help of the owner and certain individuals well known to police over many years (but never 
clamped down on!)  Windows have been smashed, the garage set on fire (requiring the fire brigade), internal 
fittings ripped out and burned in the garden.  Gangs play in (and on) the house and garden.  There are bricks 
knocked out of the wall and a large community of wild cats live in outbuildings.  Many people have witnessed 
children playing inside the house whilst water, gas and electricity were still connected. 
Many local residents have reported the goings-on to police, but to no avail. 
 
Despite the fact that Tony Blair introduces a new highly-publicised ASB law every week, only those testing these 
laws will know how absolutely useless they really are.  I therefore decided to take another route by writing to 
the Borough Council as in my view, the so-called owner is largely responsible due to his complete disinterest.  I 
eventually managed to get the correct department to respond and following many months of letters was sent a 
pack of legal forms and was absolutely astounded. 
 
Apparently, if I ‘policed the area myself’, recording and signing various legal documents which would be used 
in court, only then could they take the matter further.  I haven’t yet decided whether I would be brave or stupid 
in confronting individuals that the authorities choose to ignore.  After all, what would happen to me after the  
so called authorities choose to let those responsible back on the loose? 
The second highest charge on your ‘community charge’ is policing, one sometimes has to ask the question 
“what are we paying for”?  The way we are going, our village may soon not need community police — just a 
sheriff! 
 
The simple message is continue to report crime in your area!  Failure to do so will merely play into the hands 
of those who will use these statistics against you. 
Please send your comments to the Editor of the newsletter. 

Patient Villager. 



 

“He’s A Hero, That Man is” 
 
Read the continuation of the heroic story of William Dodd, who helped to  
save the lives of 40 men and boys during the Diglake Mining Disaster in 1895.   
This is his account of what happened on that tragic Monday morning of the  
14th January 1895.  The text has been edited.   
 

At the time of the disaster I was in the office, which is in the bottom of No. 2 Pit shaft, when a lad 
came running and said ‘There is water rushing down the 10ft dip’.  I jumped up at once and when 
I had only got to the office door I felt a concussion of air hit me.  Looking in the direction of the No. 2 
pit shaft I saw there was 3ft to 4ft of water rushing right through the pit bottom and making along the 
roadway.  I shouted at the top of my voice to all that might hear me, ‘Make off for Boyle’s Hall!’  I 
then went out and walked up the stream for a distance of about twenty yards up the crut when I saw 
such a thing that I fail to describe.  The torrent of water in which I was travelling met and collided with 
a large volume which was coming from the No.1 shaft.  When the waters mingled together, the 
stream was greatly increased and it was only with considerable difficulty that I could fight my way 
through it to the staple pit which would be some 100 yards in distance.  The staple pit is a vertical 
shaft about 9 yards deep and is used as an air-way to the west 8ft workings.  This is ascended and 
descended by means of ladders. 
 

As I descended the first men I met with were Isaac Johnson, George Knight and John Henry  
Johnson.  Without loss of time I told the two old men to make their way off to Boyle’s Hall.  I then told 
the young man, John Johnson to go with me as the water had broken in and I wanted the men 
fetched out.  Johnson, without a word of hesitation willingly went with me, for which I greatly  
commend him.  I instructed him to warn all the men he could see, while I went on lower down the 
workings to warn them too.  As I was going I met with the manager, who had followed and I said to 
him ‘What about the men working in the Boundary side’?  He said, ‘You go and I will assist with 
what I can elsewhere’.  I went for the boundary side by means of an overcast over the main dip, down 
which the water was flowing, this was where I crossed the stream. 
 

On going down a little further I found four lads, who were beyond a pool of water which was only nine 
or twelve inches off the roof.  I shouted to them, they knew my voice and shouted back to me.    
Without delay or hesitation the first lad, William Cassidy made a move towards me and I caught him 
as he was floating by.  Then a second lad, named John Howell, plunged in and was carried to me by 
the current in like manner.  The two others came, but I just forget their names.  All these lads had to 
plunge right over head on into the current and I had to catch them as they came by.  I then gave them 
instructions which way to take in order to find their way to the Boyle’s Hall Shaft.  They followed my 
instructions and were landed in safety.  As soon as they were through I saw other lights coming in the 
same direction.  I shouted, but could get no response, for just at that moment the water collapsed, 
then filled the place from bottom to top.  After this I made a strenuous attempt to go down the dip with 
the full current and I dropped through a trap-door then found myself up to the armpits in water.  At 
about this time I met up with the fireman of this seam, Thomas Longshaw. 
 

As soon as I got into the main dip the velocity of the stream was so great that it washed me down like 
a straw for 15 or 20 yards.  Had it not been for a post which I was knocked against and embraced 
nothing could have saved me from being drowned.  I soon recovered and by means of the signal-bell 
wires I pulled my way up the dip again right through the stream.  My greatest fear being that I should 
be struck by the timber etc which was being carried down with the current, as I had no light at all and 
had to plod my way in the dark.  The stream was too deep for any living man to get down and so I 
gave the attempt up.  Myself and Longshaw now made our way to the staple pit but here we found 
that the water was pouring down in a roaring torrent.  Longshaw asked me if he must try to go up and 
I told him he could but the attempt was a failure.  Being now almost exhausted I sat down only for a  
moment to quiet my mind and consider the next course.  The water had now subsided a little, so I 
made off to the main dip to look at that, but found that was no shallower. I, along with Longshaw, 
went to the staple pit and we heard voices at the top.  We then made our way up the ladders,  
although the water was pouring down on upon us.                                         
 

On nearing the top someone laid hold of me and I immediately fell unconscious in the water through  



exhaustion.  Kind friends looked after me and wanted to escort me home.  Somehow – I don’t know 
how – I came round and my first thought was the men in the boundary side.  I was determined to 
have them fetched out.  I asked for volunteers and John Boulton was the first man to volunteer.  
Then John Carter with Joseph Bateman volunteered and we went down again.  Myself, Boulton, and 
Carter made for the boundary side.  We had sent Bateman down to the bottom end to find out 
whether he could see or hear of anybody.  Owing to the promptitude of the action we found sixteen 
men in the boundary and six lower down.  All these were saved and it was the work of a  
moment.  We then went to the overcast and found the water subsiding a little.  I instructed Carter to 
stay here and help all the men through the stream as they had to be pulled through a little space.  
There is no mistake that they were pulled through as soon as Carter could lay hands on them.   
Myself and Boulton then went down the stream some thirty or forty yards then came to a cross 
heading.  We went through two trap doors, up a disused dip, over falls etc;  We then went to first 
one brick stopping then another and knocked but we could get no response.  We then went 300 or 
400 yards further upwards into the workings and found men rushing down as the result of our  
knocking. 
 

I shouted ‘Where are you, lads?’  They shouted ‘We are here, William (knowing my voice) and we 
are glad to see you’.  I told them to follow my light, this they did, we got together then and decided to 
go up the stream.  I led the way with Boulton stayed behind to see that all were brought, so that we 
were all marching in a line up the current and Boulton at the rear.  We kept ourselves up with the 
bell wire.  There was no other possible way of escape, but we got them safely up the staple pit and 
sent them to the Boyle’s Hall shaft.  By this time Bateman came saying that he had found six more 
men and wanted assistance. George Rowley with Amos Hinckley joined Bateman, they went and 
rescued them greatly exhausted.  We landed them safely and sent them after the others.  I knew 
now that they were all out of the top workings, so I went towards No. 2 pit and found water up to the 
armpits. 
 

I heard sounds coming along the compressed air pipes which I knew came from the top of the west 
8ft dip.  I asked Boulton whether he could face it and he said ‘Yes, I can swim’.  I told him to swim 
away, so off he went and I followed for a distance of sixty or seventy yards.  There we found four 
lads perched on the top of the engine, Viz, Frank Mayer, George Frost, John Crosby and James 
Maddock they were glad to see us!  We handed them from one to another along the roadway, as it 
was too deep for them to walk in.  These were the last that were saved.  There were twelve in the 8ft 
seam, they were warned, but probably could not face the current.  Undoubtedly they would be lost in 
a few minutes.  My opinion is, that (George) Beech lost his life in trying to save others.   
Delay was dangerous.  The prompt cool action that was taken saved all the lives that were spared 
and if I had to do it again I should take the same course.  I am pleased the instructions were carried 
out.  In five minutes I should have been down the 8 ft dip, J Sproston up the 10 ft, Watts down the 
7ft and the probability is that every man would have been lost in a few minutes. 
 

Read the final part in our next issue.  To find out more details about the disaster see web page  
http://www.warrinerprimaries.com/Topic/diglake.htm  This article was written by Susan Bradley. 
Bolyes  Hall Mine the escape route. This photograph shows men and boys working at the  

Diglake Pit Head  



Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
For all Breeds 

Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc. 
 

Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  

Readers Letters 
Dear Editor. 
 

What a wonderful job you are doing Ernie, as Editor of 
the Audley Community News Letter. 
I love to read the stories, the poems and also seeing all the 
old  school photographs.  I spend many happy hours  
trying to put names to faces of the children I went to 
school with.  In fact I love to read it all. 
 

Not bad for a local Halmer End lad EH! 
 
From a local Audley girl to a local Halmer End boy. 
Keep up the good work. 
 

From Pauline Ninnis (nee Tomkinson).  Boon Hill. 

Dear Editor 
 

I am writing with regards to the cemetery in Chapel 
Street, Bignall End. 
 

When Mr Jim Downing looked after the cemetery, with his 
hard work and dedication it was a cemetery to be proud 
of.  Unfortunately after his death it became neglected. 
I therefore wrote to the people who were responsible for 
the upkeep of the cemetery to express my concern, after all 
this cemetery is part of our history and the community 
 

However, a young man named Mark Reeves has been 
appointed to care for the cemetery and what a good job he 
is doing.  He is restoring it back to a cemetery to be proud 
of once again, in respect of our families and friends who 
are buried there.  Well done! Mark. 
 

I would also like to take this opportunity to say a BIG 
THANK YOU for a very enjoyable, interesting and  
informative magazine.  
 

Yours sincerely  Mrs Lesley Lewis—Rode Heath 
(Ex. Bignall-End). 

Dear Editor 
                                  Thank you once again for an excellent last issue of the Audley  
Community News. 
I would also like to thank your readers for the words to the song ‘Mary 
Ellin’ which I made an appeal for in issue 13. 
To your left is a photograph of the Carnival Queen & retinue at the Wood 
Lane Carnival, the date of this photograph was 1936. 
My name was Ettie Howell now (Ettie Pemberton) and I am standing on 
the front row next to the page boy.  My friend Joan Daykin by my side (the 
local policeman’s daughter).  Barbara Whiston stands extreme right on the 
front row, with Gladys Turner on the Queen’s left hand.  Unfortunately I 
have forgotten the other names, but would love to find out who they were.  
Could any of your readers help?   
Your magazine brings back so many memories and being an ex member of 
the parish I do appreciate every issue.  Keep up the good work. 
 

Yours sincerely Ettie Pemberton  Lancs.   

Dear Editor 
In issue 15 there was a photograph of the Audley 
Male Voice Choir.  The date was actually 1933 
and the picture was taken at Wesley Place Halmer 
End.  The three blonde children were Phillip, 
Mary and myself Jean Harrison.  
My father Albert Harrison is extreme left on that 
row, he and mother Emily ran a local shop. 
The gentlemen holding the cup are David Riley, 
my mothers father and grandfather who lived at 
Delmere, Heathcote Road Halmer End. 
I do hope this will help. 

Yours sincerely Jean Weatherby  Surrey. 



Wood Lane Post Office 
 

In response to a letter written by C Forester in issue 15. 
 

It shouldn’t make any difference if I pay my household bills etc. by direct debit, or if any other people who want to see a 
Post Office back in Wood Lane use banks.  But not everybody wants to use one of the High Street banks, hence the  
efforts to reopen the Wood Lane Post Office. 
 

I understand where you are coming from but saying that we should have supported the Post Office long ago is a bit rich; 
we all know hindsight is a wonderful thing.  But everybody has the right to choose how they organise their finances and 
this shouldn’t have been instrumental in Post Office closures—the greedy “powers that be” and disinterested, empire  
building politicians are to blame for that and they don’t want to listen to the voice of the people, do they? 
 

I am probably like most people using banks.  I couldn’t cope with using the Post Office to pay my bills and mortgage, I 
would spend half my life fiddling about with bills and cash (which I don’t like carrying with me) and I don’t see how I could 
have paid the mortgage repayments without having a bank account anyway.  People like us have our salaries (if we are 
fortunate to have a job) paid into a bank account and it makes sense to set up standing orders and direct debits to move 
that money about.  Much as I hate to say it, times have changed even if, in some respects, it’s for the worse.  I prefer to 
use a Post Office for Post Office related transactions and will always use one whenever I can–but I don’t want to pay my 
bills there; that is my choice.  But there are a lot of people who do. 
 

I want the Post Office back for the people who do rely on it for whatever reason and I object to someone telling me that 
what I have been doing for the last thirty five years has caused Post Office closures.  Come to think of it, could you pay 
bills at the Post Office years ago?  The Post Office is like every business that has diversified over the years.  Take for 
instance banks offering insurance.  We have insurance companies and insurance brokers for that, so why don't they stick 
to what they are good at? 
 

Finally, there are a number of people in the village who have had this last shred of independence taken away from them 
and have to rely on others now when normally they would have dealt with their own finances.  Personally I think there 
should be a Post Office in every village, town and city and think the Post Offices offer excellent facilities, but I am not 
going to change how I pay my bills just to prove a point—in fact that would be pointless. 
 

Post Offices are a public amenity and therefore should be centrally funded because if it’s left to free market forces the 
profiteers simply move out.  In my lifetime Audley has had three banks and now there are none.   Anne Smith  

Retirement at Wood Lane Community Centre. 
 

It has been announced that Lin Washington and partner Bob Brough have decided to retire from their duties at the Wood 
Lane Community Centre.  Lin who has been the Community Centre Administrator since 1999, will be sadly missed by the 
community of Wood Lane.  Lin dedicated her time as Administrator to the centre, to ensure that the facilities were used to 
their potential.  Her skills to make you welcome and the way in which she encouraged groups to participate are going to 
be very difficult to replace.  Bob Brough, who has been the community centre chairman for a number of years also gave all 
his free time to ensure that the community centre building was maintained to a very high standard and  as with Lin will be 
very hard to replace.  
On a more personal note, I would like to thank Lin & Bob for  encouraging me along the pathway to a local community 
newsletter, as this is where I started my career as a member of a Newsletter Team.  With their encouragement I gained 
some of  the skills needed to become the Editor, of the Audley Community News.  I would also like to take this opportunity 
to wish Lin & Bob a very happy retirement.  Editor. 

Wood Lane Newsletter / Community Centre appeal. 
There is concern over the future of Wood Lane Community Centre, an appeal has been made for new committee centre 
management team members.  With the loss of two of its members, the centre is now in need of people of the community 
to come forward and assist in keeping this centre open.  Wood Lane Community Centre, is now the only public amenity 
left in the village and this could mean the loss again of the new post office which is under construction.  The new post  
office will be part of the community centre when finished and local parish councillor Ann Beech, has been heavily  
involved in getting it back up and running. 
 

With the loss of Lin Washington & Bob Brough, who were members of the news team which compiled the Wood Lane 
Newsletter, it has been announced that without more support from residents from their village, it may mean the loss of the 
Wood Lane Newsletter.  All community newsletters need the support and input of local residents and the loss of this  
newsletter will be a blow to Wood Lane.  Please give your support to keep this community Newsletter alive. 

Readers Letters 



Readers Poetry & Rhyme  

LITTER BUGS 
 

Driving through the borough I feel a sense of shame 
Angry with my fellow man there’s no one else to blame 
For all along the roadsides, there’s litter everywhere 
Discarded with abandon by folk who couldn’t care. 
 

These people who are guilty, need know a sense of fear 
Hit them in the pocket, let it cost them dear. 
If it should be children, their parents then must pay 
And if they haven’t got the means, let’s find another way 
To get across the message, restore a sense of pride 
Make the town that we call home a great place to reside. 
 

The fault lies with the council I hear some folk declare 
We pay enough in council tax to clean up everywhere. 
Well if the bins aren’t emptied or provided on the streets 
There then is a case to answer when next the council meets 
But I have to say I’m sorry, the reason for the plight 
Is the only place for some to live is in a landfill site. 
 
Derrick Bate 

A  WOMANS CURSE 
 

Reputations stood for nothing when they came to Audley’s green 
County men from near and far, never less than keen 
To show their skills a plenty, push out their chests with pride 
Expecting to trounce anyone from our village side. 
Yet Smithy wasn’t worried, all comers he’d take on 
Aggressive and determined they’d not reach twenty one 
And one by one they suffered, soundly beaten on the day 
Returning home in misery with nothing much to say. 
 
Then one day came a woman with nothing much to lose 
Who outplayed him with distinction. ‘Twas like a pleasure cruise’ 
But he took it in good nature, shook her hand and said ‘Well played’ 
Hoping they might meet again though feeling quite dismayed. 
Well since he’s played her five times and still is yet to win 
He does not know the answer, has to take it on the chin 
So if you see him with a headache, he will not need a nurse 
Just someone with a promise to lift this woman’s curse. 
 
Derrick Bate 

 

“Come on Smithy 
get a grip, she’s 
never played before” 

 

The Newsletter would welcome your Poems or Rhyme, no 
matter the subject, no matter the age group. 
Please send your entries to: Editor ACN 23 Wood Street 
Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL. 
Or email them to: 
audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com   

Best Friends 
 

You are my best friend 
Forever and always until the end. 
 

Our bedrooms both covered fluffy and pink 
But neither of us stop to think. 
 

We've had bad times but they're behind us now 
Like when we argued about Mr Plow. 
 

Then this girl I wonder how? 
Broke our friendship, it’s like that now.  
 

She left school that summers day 
And all of our memories just faded away. 
 

Now we always stick together 
Through thick and thin whatever the weather. 
 

We’re still the same sticking up for each other 
Even though I’m going out with her brother.  
 

We are both scared of getting beat 
And losing the people that make us complete. 
 

Written by Rachel Sawkins & Bethany Moulton. 
Aged 12 years. 

The Value of Old Age 
 

Old folk are worth a fortune.  They've 
got silver in their hair, gold in their 
teeth, stones in their kidneys and wind 
in their stomachs.   I have become quite 
a frivolous old girl. 
I’m seeing five gentlemen every day, 
 

First of all is Will Power, he comes and 
gets me out of bed. 
 

Then I go and visit Loo. 
 

Then along comes Mr. Quaker and 
gives me my oats. 
 

They leave and Arthur Ritus comes. 
 

He doesn’t stop long in one place, he 
takes me from joint to joint. 
 

After such a busy day I am ready for 
my bed with Johnny Walker. 
 

And Oh yes I’m flirting with Al Zimmer. 
 

The vicar came the other day and he 
said at your age you should be thinking 
about the hereafter. 
 

I said Oh I do vicar.  Whether I’m  
upstairs in the bathroom, in the lounge 
or in the kitchen I say to myself 
Now what am I here after? 
 

Rachel Fox  Barthomley aged 90 + 



Food for Thought for our Kids 

The Perfect Fit 
 

Garment Alteration 
& 

Repairs 
Tel: Joanne 

 

(01782) 729169 
 

 

 
Sticky Toffee Cup Cakes 

 
 

25gm/1oz sultanas 
25gm/1oz. dried apricots 
25gm/1oz dates 
1 teaspoon baking powder 
150gm/5ozs S.R. flour 
25gm/1oz soft brown sugar 
1 tablespoon golden syrup 
1 large egg 
25gm/1oz melted butter 
140ml/5fl ozs hot water 
 

Preheat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas Mark 6 
Cut the dried fruit into small pieces and add a 
little of the flour to stop the fruit sticking  
together.  Place the fruit in a bowl with the 
sugar, syrup, egg and melted butter.  Stir well 
together, add the hot water and flour and mix 
well together.  Divide the mixture between 12 
paper cases and bake in the oven for approx. 
15mins. 
 

Whilst the cakes are cooking, place 35gm / 
1½ozs butter, 35gm/1½ozs caster sugar, 
35gm/1½ozs plain chocolate and 70ml/2½fl ozs 
double cream in a saucepan and let the mixture 
bubble for a few minutes until it has slightly 
darkened.  
 Remove from the heat and let the topping cool 
until it thickens.  When the cakes are cooked, 
allow to cool and place the topping on top of 
each cake. 
Children will love helping you make these 
cakes, and the dried fruit goes towards their 5 a 
day fruit and vegetable requirement. 

 

Fruit and vegetables contain fibre and lots of vitamins and minerals that helps keep our bodies healthy, yet most children 
don’t get enough. 
Many children don’t like vegetables, so try getting them involved in preparing and cooking their meals, if they have helped to 
make it themselves they are more likely to eat it.  Follow these tips and recipes to incorporate more fruit and vegetables into 
their diet. 
 

Try adding fresh fruit and vegetables to your normal meals—add sliced peppers or diced  
courgettes on to a pizza, or put fresh fruit on desserts. 
Try mixing grated carrot or pureed vegetables into soups, sauces, mashed potato or stews. 
Liven up soups and sauces with a handful of kidney beans, peas or corn. 
Stir in a handful of fresh or frozen vegetables into pasta or noodles. 
Chop up lots of vegetables and use as a stir-fry. 
Swap chocolate for apples, just as sweet and much better for your teeth. 
Chop fruit onto cereal or desserts. 
Make ice lollies from fresh fruit juice. 
Don't throw away over ripe fruit, use it to make a smoothie. 

Banana Milkshake 
 

1 ripe banana 
100ml/3 fluid ozs. fresh orange juice 
300ml/½pint milk 
1 small pot of unsweetened yoghurt 
 

Peel and chop the banana and place into a blender.  If 
you don’t have a blender, mash the banana in a bowl 
with a fork until it is smooth, before adding the other  
ingredients. 
Add the milk, orange juice and yoghurt to the blender, 
place on the lid and blend for 5-10secs until mixture is 
smooth or stir all ingredients  together with a whisk  
until smooth.  Pour into 2 glasses.  
In the summer add ice to make a chilled drink. 

Vegetable Stir fry 
 

1 carrot, 1 leek, 1 pepper, 100gm/4ozs broccoli 
1 teasp. Oil 
 

Wash the vegetables.  Peel the carrot and cut into thin strips.  
Cut the leek into thin rings and cut broccoli into bit size pieces.  
Cut stalk end of the pepper, remove seeds and slice into rings.  
Put the oil into a large saucepan or wok and heat it until the oil 
is hot.  Add the vegetables and cook for 3 to 5 minutes, stirring 
all the time. 



The Richard Heathcote Community Primary School 
Alsagers Bank 

(Headteacher – Mrs. Sylvia Rizak 01782 720406) 
Warmly welcomes you to an 

OPEN DAY 
on 

Friday 29th June 2007, from 10 am to 3.15 pm 

ART and Numeracy with Miss Foden and Mrs. Norcup 
DT with Mr. Nash and Miss Hennessey 

Dance with Mr. Malacaso and Mrs. Jarvis 
Science with Miss Spender and Mrs. Royall 
Sport with Mr. Copnall and Mrs. Edwards 
Early Years Literacy with Mr. Farrington 

The Sky Lab with Miss Ellis and Mrs. Mills 
Singing and Guitar with Mr. Farrington and Mrs. Mynett 

Drama with Miss Hennessey and Mrs. Prideaux 

SEE our pupils enjoying………….. 

LOOK AROUND OUR BEAUTIFUL SCHOOL! 
 

“Standards are above average and pupils achieve well, reaching challenging  
targets……” 

“The school ethos is one of high expectations and care…..” 
 

Many parents share the view expressed by one that ‘the warmth and affectionate 
nature of the school alongside the fostering of independence and the provision of 

opportunities for learning confirms to us that we have made the right choice for our 
children.’       OFSTED 2006 

 

How our school has changed throughout the years…  by members of Year 6 The Richard Heathcote C.P.S. 
 

Our school is small, a fun place to learn and is safe.  We learn many things and meet new people and make friends.  
We care about our environment and want our world to be a better place. 
 

Our school has changed throughout the years and new teachers have joined us along the way.   
Interactive whiteboards are in each classroom and make lessons more fun. 
 

The classrooms now have more colourful displays where our work is presented.  The walls around the school are  
decorated nicely and the colours are warm.  They are filled with our super work to celebrate our achievements.  The 
corridors are full of artwork and reward systems.  We have a great Headteacher who looks after the school alongside 
the hardworking teachers.  The teachers love to work with us and we have good relationships. 
 

Over the years we have had more equipment like P.E, learning resources, playground equipment, digital blue cameras, 
video cameras, space, books and an ICT suite and resources.   
 

Sport is a big priority in our school; we join in many team games and represent our school.  We have a sports day each 
year in which the whole school is involved.  Our teachers take us outside school for many events like swimming, netball, 
football, rounders, cross country, activity weeks and dance.                                               Continue>>>>>>>>> 
 

The School before 1937 Present day School 



Our work has got harder over the years and there are higher expectations.  The work that we do is creative and exciting.  
Art is great in our school and has been displayed at the New Vic Theatre and an art gallery.  We love art and learning 
new skills.  We used to have a plain entrance to our school.  It now has ceramic tiles made and designed by us – the 
entrance looks fantastic. 
 

Outside school we’ve had an adventure playground built, a herb garden made out of an old tree that was cut down.  We 
have two playhouses and an outside shelter is going to be built as an outside classroom.  We have playground buddies 
that help children outside and a friendship stop. 
 

The School Council meet and discuss changes that need to be made, such as healthy eating and snacks, parking  
outside the school and hygiene. 
 

A large rundown building used to be in the middle of the back playground.  This was knocked down and the whole  
playground was opened out.  This space is safe now and looks much better. 
 

Our school uniform has changed and we now wear shirts and ties – we look very smart.  We are now expected to do 
our homework and this has to be given in on time. 
 

The kitchen has been extended and the school meals are a lot healthier now.  There are salads, baked potatoes, pasta 
dishes, fruit and much more!  The kitchen staff have had new uniforms and we get stickers for eating healthily.  We have 
theme days, such as eating Chinese food.  We have water bottles and we can drink these throughout the day to keep us 
hydrated. 
 

We raise money for charities and have non-uniform days.  We have raised money to build a house in an African country.  
We are always happy to help others. 
 

WE LOVE OUR SCHOOL. Students aged 10-11 years. 

Audley & District W.I 
 

Hello!  It doesn't seem 5 minutes since I wrote our little bit for the March issue of the newsletter.  Time flies, 
anyway we’ve been busy at the W.I.   
I unfortunately have been ill during February, but apparently Margaret Westwell - ‘Hearing Dogs for the 
Deaf’, was brilliant.  Margaret brought her dog with her, it is amazing what these dogs can do and how  
supportive they are. 
What a wonderful, entertaining lady Rev Jennie McGregor is and what an asset to our community.  We all 
really felt as though we really knew her after the meeting, we had also added two inches to our waistline, 
before anyone else says it.  She brought along loads of goodies from Wales, bara brith, etc for us to taste.  
Some ladies had two go’s at the plates being passed around.  I’m saying nothing. 
We also had Vivien Edwards, married to millionaire David Edwards, who won the show “Who wants to be a 
Millionaire” in 2001.  What we didn't know was that he had already won ‘Mastermind’ previously.  It was 
interesting to learn of the build up to these competitions and the preparation involved.  We also didn't know 
how much it can cost to get on these shows.  People spend hundreds of pounds in phone calls to get on the 
show in the first place. 
We had our AGM in May, then we prepared for our birthday party which will be in June, this is not to be 
missed. 
We have a journey into Floristry in August and a group outing to the Albert Dock & Speke Hall which I am 
really looking forward to.  Don’t forget if you would like to come and visit us you would be most welcome.  
Please don't feel you’re obliged to become a member, you may come as a visitor if you wish, especially if you 
see something that you fancy. 
We meet on the Fourth Thursday of the month, at 7.15pm, at St James’ Church Hall Church Street Audley. 
Forthcoming events in our calendar for 2007: 

(23rd August  Journey into Floristry-Sandra Poole)  (27th September  Dam Busters-Harry Mathews)      

Air ambulance rescue boy: 
On Sunday the 29th April, at around 1pm, the Air ambulance rescue team was called out to the Wakes Field 
in Alsager Road, where a young boy had suffered first degree burns.  Luke Homer, aged 14 had been playing 
on and around the children's slide when a flammable liquid ignited.  The Air Ambulance took the boy to the 
Children’s s Hospital in Birmingham, where he is said to be very poorly.  Other emergency services also  
attended the scene and the police are appealing for witnesses. 
We would like to make parents aware of the importance of locking up flammable liquids.  It’s important that 
young people don’t try to copy TV stunts.   



 

Post Master Foils Attempted Robbery. 
 

On Friday the 2nd of March 2007, sub Post Master 
Charles Grant foiled an attempted robbery at the 
Bignall End Post Office Ravens Lane.   
At around 3pm one of the robbers entered the post 
office asking for help to select a card.  The sub 
postmaster was giving assistance when another 
group of robbers entered the post office.  Whilst the 
postmaster was being  distracted a female member 
of the group of robbers was attempting to enter the 
counter area which was locked.  Due to the  
diligence of the postmaster he manage to push the 
group out of the way re enter the counter area and 
relock the counter.  There were at least two women 
and four men involved with the attempted robbery.  
The Postmaster then called the local police who 
attended the scene within minutes, unfortunately the 
robbers had fled from the Post office speeding off in 
their car.  Fortunately no one was hurt and the 
thieves left empty handed. 
 

It came to light later, that on the same day, the 
group of thieves had also made an attempt to steal 
from Bargain Booze in Church Street Audley. 
 

If you have any information please contact the  
police Tele: 08453 30 20 10 

Audley Parish Local Election results. 
 

May 4th 2007 

Candidates Audley Ward 4 Votes Results 
Wilkes, Ian ,Frank 508 Elected 
Cornes, Dennis 420 Elected 

Pearson, Val 342 Elected 
Symonds, Chris 296 Elected 

Williams, Dorris, May 243  
Dulson, Andrew 229  

Nixon, David, Ernest 184  

Candidates Bignall End Ward 6 Votes Results 

Cornes,  Dylis 562 Elected 

Beech,  Ann Elizabeth 557 Elected 

Wemyss,  Andrew Robert 534 Elected 

Proctor,  Bert 512 Elected 

Cicatello,  Tom 507 Elected 

Brayford,  Ethel 413 Elected 

Mcintosh,  Dennis 379  
Naylor,  Janet 366  

Kinnersley, Betty SCE 362  

Candidates Halmer End Ward 5 Votes Results 

Boggiano,  Liz 320 Elected 

Durber,  Eric Geoffrey 298 Elected 

Naylor,  Ivor William 268 Elected 

Kinnersley,  Ronald 262 Elected 

Benson,  Neville Ian 227 Elected 

Sproston,  Trevor 207  

Cooper,  Christopher 196  

Boden,  Eddie 191  

Robinson,  Eileen 188  

Timmis,  Alan 185  

AUDLEY MILLENIUM YOUTH CLUB 
 

Since the last community news was published the youth 
club continued to flourish and at present we have 45 
members of which approximately 20 attend at any one 
time.  We are now on a sound footing both financially  
and otherwise.  The club are now affiliated to both the  
Staffordshire Council of Voluntary Youth Service and the 
Central Youth Group (Birmingham Association of Youth 
Clubs).  We also now carry our own Public Liability  
Insurance policy. 
 

The members are to hold a sponsored (stay awake) for 
24 hrs on the 26th/27th of May 2007 to help raise funds 
towards the summer activities of the club.  We have a 
number of outdoor activities planned for the summer 
months which will take our members on days away to a 
number of different venues.  For some of these we are 
still awaiting funding.  Results of these will be in the next  
issue.  We welcome new volunteer Margaret, but we are 
still looking for more volunteers.  If you have a spare  
couple of hours on a Monday evening and would like to 
help the Youth Club please ring Brad Tele 07762285315. 
 

We will continue to strive to expand both our evenings 
and activities over the coming months with even a new 
headquarters in the planning stages. 
Membership is open to young people between the ages 
of 11 and 16 years.  We meet on Mondays 7pm-9pm 
at the Audley & District Community Centre.   



The continuing story of  Mrs. Collings memories from Issue 15 
 

After working in Cheshire for a few years during the war, myself and a girl I was working with applied to join the land army.  
She was accepted but I wasn’t, probably because she was a local girl and had managed to get a job on a local farm and 
her family were well known in the village. 
 

I returned home to Audley and after a few days called at the Labour Exchange to see what was on offer, only to find out all 
that was available was munitions or the NAAFI.  The NAAFI were wanting women for overseas, so I joined, but to get 
overseas one had to belong to an army unit.  After filling in papers and having a medical (which I passed) I was finally told 
to report to Birmingham station, where I found there were loads of people waiting for the same train and on the same  
mission as myself.  We eventually ended up at Dalkeith in Scotland for basic army training.  After about six weeks we 
were sent down to Dulwich to await news about embarkation.  It finally came and we were sent up to Scotland again 
where we boarded a ship at Gourock for a place unknown at this stage. 
 

However when we reached the Straits of Gibraltar half of the convoy left presumably to go to the Middle East and we  
finally landed at Naples where we stayed for about 10 days.  We then departed in an army truck for Rome and after an 
overnight stay we left on our final journey to Florence.  We had to supervise the Italian girls in the NAAFI and we now 
belonged to the A.T.S  EFI and we came under Army rules.  We were on a rest camp for soldiers who had been in the 
front line.  As the troops moved further up the country towards the North there were fewer soldiers coming to the camp 
and as newer camps were being set up higher up the country it was decided to close our camp and we were split up and 
sent to different places.  I ended up in Rome and had to report to the station as I was going on L.I.A.P leave home. 
 

I finally arrived back in Audley, 18months after I last left, in time to spend Xmas 1945 at home.  I had to report back to 
one of the stations in London by 12 o’clock on the 9th January 1946 and I returned once more to Rome.  I was assigned to 
a Transit camp where my job was to serve the soldiers with their daily cigarettes and chocolate rations.  Once the queue 
had gone I was able to sit for a while and that was when this tall Coldstream Guard used to come and chat to me, day  
after day.  We started going out when it was my day of and off course we got engaged and finally married in the church 
on the camp on August 31st 1946. 
 

We stayed in Italy for about another 7months as my husband still had his time in the Guards to finish.  However in April he 
was posted back to England to finish his army career at Purbright.  I followed on about a week later and my husband met 
me off the train and brought me to his home in Yorkshire where I have lived ever since. 
I have kept in touch with my family of course and returned once since I left in January 1946.  It was during the summer of 
1971 and we were just passing through, but everything was just the same, nothing seemed to have changed since I left.  
By the way did you know that Jackie Trent, the singer, had a mother and grandparents and possibly aunts and uncles 
who lived towards the bottom of Booth Street. 
 

When I was a child there was a railway station in Audley, is it still there? and Halmer End was spelt as one word. 
Did you know that if you go along Alsager road just past Lower Foxley farm there used to be a small humped bridge with a 
wall at either side.  I don’t think there is any water underneath, its just a dry ditch but it was the boundary where  
Staffordshire ended and Cheshire began. 
 

It is about 34years since I was in Audley but the recollection of it is still in my memory.  Oh dear, after reading this  
epistle I do seem to have rambled on a bit, I do really apologise but it was necessary for you to see why I’m an Audley 
exile.  I wish to thank you for the sentimental journey back to Audley via your newsletter and I certainly renewed old 
memories. 
Thank you again and keep up the good work.  Mrs I.L.Collings (nee Austin) 

 

Diglake Jug Appeal 
 

In the past two issues of the newsletter, 
we have been telling the story of one of 
the heroes from the Diglake Colliery  
Disaster and now we wish to make an  
appeal for information with regards to the 
four jugs seen on the right of this article.    
 
Following the 1895 Diglake Colliery disaster, several commemorative jugs of differing shapes and sizes were 
produced.  The family history society knows that 4 of these jugs exist today.  Do any readers possess other 
jugs or know the whereabouts of any or know who manufactured them?  Any information, to the newsletter 
editor or the society, would be greatly appreciated. 



Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
 

When caring & understanding is most needed  

Evelyn Parker ( nee Brockley) 
 

We have to sadly report the death of 
Evelyn Parker (nee Brockley) aged 106 
years.  Evelyn passed away peacefully 
on the 18th November 2006 in a  
nursing home in the U.S.A. 
Evelyn was born in Halmer End on the 
4th January 1900 and then at the age of 
22 she ventured alone to America by 
ship.  This journey was meant to be just a visit, heading for New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, where she had been invited by the 
Parker family, instead she stayed for 84 years.  Quite a visit!    
Evelyn's marriage was blessed three children and now her  
family in America has expanded to 11 grandchildren, 20 great-
grandchildren and 5 great-great grandchildren.   
Evelyn was a fiercely independent woman, who after an early 
divorce brought up her three children on her own.  When her 
children eventually left home she then continued to live alone 
until the age of 99, in New Britian, CT.  Evelyn’s sister Molly 
(Fryer) of Audley who wrote to her faithfully, said “Evelyn always 
missed her homeland, her family and her friends from the  
parish”.  A young girl to venture alone to a place that she did not 
know, took some courage. 
Even though Evelyn lived to the ripe old age of 106 and having a 
full life she will be so sadly missed by all. 
Please accept our deepest condolences.  

Reginald Fox 
With deep sadness we have been informed of the death of 
Reginald Fox aged 97 years, who passed away on Sunday the 
18th March 2007.  Reg, lived all of his life in the parish of  
Audley, living in King Street Wereton Road and for the past 30 
years in Westfield Avenue Audley.  Reg, was a lovely gentle 
man who always had a  kind word when he met you in the   
parish and was still driving his car until the age of 90.  Reg 
leaves a son Roy, daughter-in-law Corrine and granddaughter 
Sharon.  The funeral was held at St James’ Church Audley, on 
the 28th March.  We at the newsletter would like to pass on our 
deepest condolences to the family and friends of this wonderful 
man who will be sadly missed by all.  Mrs Elizabeth Jones 

Mrs Elizabeth Jones of Ravens Lane Bignall End,   
sadly passed away at her home, on the 25th March 
2006.  Elizabeth, formerly of Halmer End, leaves a son 
Michael, daughter-in-law Joan, two grand children and 
two great grand children.  We have been asked by the 
family to pass on their gratitude for the care Elizabeth 
received from Macmillan's Hospice At Home Care 
and also the local district nurse.      
 All our thoughts go to Elizabeth’s family and friends.  

David Yates. 
We sadly report that on the 1st of April 2007 David Yates 
aged 58 of Ravens Park Bignall End passed away after a 
short illness.  David's funeral was held at Bradwell  
Crematorium on the 12th of April.  David will be sadly 
missed.  Please accept our deepest condolences to all of 
his family and friends.  

Dennis Foster 
We have recently been informed of the sad death of 
Dennis Foster a former member of the parish of 
Audley, who passed away in October 2006 at his 
home in Northampton.  Dennis aged 74, formerly lived 
in Booth Street Audley, he left the parish over 40 
years ago to live in Northampton where he married 
wife June.  After his retirement he spent most of his 
spare time in helping people of the local community.  
Please accept our condolences. 

Raymond Webb 
Raymond Webb, aged 62, sadly passed away on the 25th of March 2007 at his home in Adelaide in South Australia.  Ray 
who formerly lived in Tibb Street Bignall End & Chesterton, emigrated to Australia in 1978, where he owned his own  
Glazing company.  He leaves wife Maureen, daughters Amanda & Claire and three grandchildren.  Ray as boy played 
football for the Halmer End School team and had featured on a photograph seen in one of the earlier issue of the  
magazine.  To his family and friends please accept our condolences.     

William Allan Twemlow 
 

On May 2nd 2007, at the City General Hospital after a 
short illness, Bill, aged 84 years of Westfield Avenue 
suddenly but peacefully passed away.  Bill, will be 
sadly missed by all his family and friends.  
Please accept our deepest condolences.  



Proud to be a choir member 
 

As a member of Audley Male Voice choir, I felt proud and privileged to be part of the 21st celebrity concert at the Victoria 
Hall on March 25, 2007.  The choir puts in hours of practice under our dedicated musical director and conductor, Philip  
Broadhurst and brilliant piano accompanist Ian Riddle.  We do this because we enjoy the music and singing. 
The choir is supported by a hard working committee who give their free time to organising concerts and many other  
activities.  Last October we had a very successful visit to Dunoon in Scotland, singing in Dunoon, Rothsay and Glasgow  
Cathedral. 
The camaraderie between the choir is second to none and sometimes better than taking doctor’s medicine.  In this world of 
grab, grab, grab, we give, give, give, as most of what we raise goes to good causes.  Last but no means least we would like 
to thank the audience, for without their fantastic support, there would be no concerts.  
 

Our forthcoming concert dates are:  May 26th at Wolstanton High School with St.Stythians Male Voice Choir from 
Cornwall in aid of Wolstanton Methodist Chapel Re-building fund.  It is also St. Stythians choir 60th anniversary.  
June 15th at Sandbach High School with guest singer Denise Leigh. 
7th October at Victoria Hall, Gala Concert with the Foden Richardson Band. 
20th October at St Saviours Church Smallthorne 
3rd November St. Giles Church, Newcastle. 
The choir rehearse in Audley Methodist Church Hall at 7.30pm on Thursdays, new members would be most welcome to 
come. and share the friendship and fun the choir affords.            Roy Cooper, Bignall End 

Audley Scouts give tribute to MANDY BUXTON. 
 

Robert Plant sadly reports that on the 5th of April 2007 at the age of 49 years, the death of Mandy Buxton who had been a 
member and leader of the 77th Audley Scouts Group for many years.. 
Although Many never lived in the Audley area she had connections with the village stretching back over 20 years and  
became a good friend to very many people through her involvement in local life. 
Latterly, she was well known in the village as a partner, then sole proprietor in Peapods, the fruit and vegetable shop in 
Church Street Audley.  Since Mandy sold the property 2004 it has been closed down and turned into residential use.   
During Mandy’s time  at the shop, she taught herself the art of floristry and provided many bouquets, wreaths and wedding 
flowers for local residents. 
 

Mandy had the honour to be inducted as the first female member of The Rotary Club of Audley. The aim of the Rotary 
Club is to put ’Service before Self’.  In Mandy’s case this was evident in the number of hours she spent working in the area 
both for the members of the community and the improvement of facilities in the locality.  There have been many times when 
Mandy has been out on cold, wet, windy nights, accompanying Santa to collect funds to help local organisations. 
 

Mandy’s greatest contribution to the area was undoubtedly through her role as a leader with the 77th Audley Scouts Group.  
She joined the Group in 1985 as an Assistant Cub Scout Leader, going on to become the Cub Scout Leader of the Navajo 
Cub Scout Pack and in 1997 took on the role of one of two Assistant Group Scout Leaders.  It was in this role that she  
obtained, on behalf of the Group, much of the grant aided funding to enable the Warham Scout Hall in Wereton Road 
Audley to undergo a complete facelift in 2004 to bring it up to a reasonable standard for present day needs. 
 

Mandy has ensured that her family as a whole has not escaped the Audley connection.  Her husband, Barry, has been the 
Scout Group Treasurer for many years.  Lucy, Mandy’s daughter was attending Cub Scouts before she was even born and 
has gone on to be a Beaver Scout, a Cub Scout, a Scout, an Assistant Scout Leader and has now taken over from mum as 
Cub Scout Leader.  Lucy also represented the Group, Newcastle Scout District, Staffordshire Scout County and the United 
Kingdom at the World Scout Jamboree held in Thailand in 2003 and is a member of the Newcastle District Leaders  
Appointment Committee.  Mandy’s son-in-law, Dave, has become Scout Leader and her son Nick is in the process of  
becoming an Assistant Scouts Leader.  Audley’s Scout Group remains in the safe hands of the Buxton family. 
 

Several years ago Mandy successfully conquered cancer and went on to enjoy a full family and social life until shortly  
before Christmas 2006 the cancer took over and unfortunately she was unable to beat it again. 
The Scouting Association recognised Mandy’s work to Scouting by awarding her a Wood Badge (The Scouting recognition 
for training) in both Cub Scout Leadership and Group Scout Leader Training.  Mandy was due to take over the position of 
Group Scout Leader from Robert Plant in July 2007.  In 1998 she was awarded the Chief Scouts Commendation and just 
four weeks before she passed away was awarded the Medal of Merit for her services to Scouting.    
 

The affection Many had for Audley was shown when she requested that her funeral service be held in the village at St 
James.  Rev Peter Davies welcomed over 200 to the service which was conducted by Mandy’s brother, Fr. Julian Green. 
Over £800 was raised in memory of Mandy and donated to the Macmillan Hospice.  All our thoughts go to the family.  R.P. 



 
 

Quality Styling By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 6 days per week  

 

Mon Closed. Tue. Wed.  9.00 am - 5.00 pm 
Thurs Late Night 9.00 am - 6.00 pm 

Friday 9.00 am - 7.00 pm/ Sat  9.00 am - 3.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 6.00 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.50 
 

OAP.                 £ 4.00 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 4.00 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.50 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 
 

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS &  FREEZER  
               ORDERS  VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 

 
Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK      

John Jackson 
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

New Home for Audley Brass Band  
 

Anyone who has walked up Dean Hollow recently will have noticed that a new building has been erected to replace the 
old band room which was demolished last July.  The building was manufactured and erected by Compton who are  
famous for their garages but this is far from a garage!!  There have been a number of difficulties erecting a new building 
on the footprint  of the old one but we are finally getting there!!  It is now that the real hard work begins.  We have to 
have the building rendered and painted to satisfy planning conditions and we will also have to fit a ceiling which has 
sound retention qualities (again a planning condition).  Conditions such as these have added to the cost considerably 
but it is a case of “Needs, Must”.  We are still short of funds to complete the project and if you wish to make a donation 
please make cheques payable to Audley Brass and post to 83, Chester Rd, Audley, S.O.T ST7 8JF. 
 

 I would like thank all our neighbours who live in Dean Hollow for their support and patience during the last nine 
months.  We have also had wonderful practice facilities provided by the Church and the Theatre, without whom we 
would have been in serious trouble and my sincere thanks goes to both these organisations. 
Hopefully the band will be back in its spiritual home in Dean Hollow before much longer.  We are looking forward to  
using our new practice facility very much indeed. 
Many thanks to all who have supported, and continue to support Audley Brass Band.   
Peter Hawxwell (Chairman) 



First Responders - Providing a Vital Community Service 

It’s Boxing Day morning. In homes throughout the 
area people are enjoying their Christmas break with 
friends and family.  But in one household, a  
middle-aged man is feeling unwell.  Suddenly, 
things take a turn for the worse and he collapses. 
Realising the seriousness of the situation, his wife 
calls 999. 
  
Within four minutes, a Community First Responder 
is on the scene administering CPR, keeping the  
patient stable until the paramedics arrive. 

 

Sadly, such events are common.  The Audley and District Community First Responders typically respond to one or 
two calls each day, but it can vary.  For example, on Christmas Day 2006 these volunteers responded to six calls in 
the Audley parish. 
 

Now, the responders are looking to improve the service that they provide by recruiting new responders and volunteers 
to assist with running the service. Group leader Tony McLaughlin explained: 
 

‘Currently we are only able to cover evenings and weekends and the occasional weekday.  We would like to offer 24 
hour cover but this requires more responders and helpers as well as more funds’. 
  

Currently, the team consists of five responders but only three of these live locally.  This results in precious minutes 
being lost travelling to the scene.  The group would therefore like to recruit more locally based responders and is  
actively looking for volunteers.  Additionally, they are looking for people who can help with administration, driving and 
fundraising. 
 

With the introduction of Madeley Community First Responders, the group no longer needs to cover the fringes of the 
area and so can concentrate on serving the villages in our parish. 
However, running the service is expensive and the group are busy trying to raise funds.  Tony outlined the sort of 
costs that they incur: 
 

‘Running the car alone costs around £1,500 per annum for fuel and £1,300 per annum insurance and our current  
vehicle will probably need replacing within the next twelve months.  The uniforms cost around £320 each and life  
saving equipment such as a defibrillator can costs between £1,000 and £2,000.’ 
 

The NHS provides training for the responders and replenishes the drugs that they use, but most other costs have to 
be paid for directly by the responders. 
 

So, why do these people give up their precious time to provide this vital service?  Responder Lisa McLaughlin sums it 
up: ‘ We do feel that we make a difference in Audley.’ 
 

Would you like to volunteer to be a First Responder, to assist with running the group or make a donation? If so, please 
contact Tony McLaughlin on 07784 883 865.  Please also look-out for collection boxes in our shops and public 
houses. Please give generously. 

School Photograph issue 15 
It is lovely to see familiar names of people I know and some who I went to school with in the magazine.  (I went to 
Wood Lane and Halmer End  schools).  I was reading in your last issue and came across the name of a Roger  
Tapley was mentioned on a school photograph.  Our headmaster at Wood Lane for a while was Mr Tapley, I wondered 
if it was his son?  
It is always a treat when the magazine pops through the letterbox, to sit down and read all the interesting articles and 
snippets.  I am originally from Miles Green and moved to my current address twenty one years ago.  I still have strong 
connections in the Potteries and am a regular visitor to support Stoke City when they are at home. 
Thanks once again for a wonderful read.  Yours sincerely  Patricia Lee (formerly Hayes)  Farndon Nr Chester. 



WOOD LANE CRICKET AND SPORTS CLUB 
 

EXCITING TIMES AHEAD 
 

Wood Lane Cricket Club has just embarked on its first ever  
season at the top level of league cricket in the North  
Staffordshire area.  By comfortably winning the first division  
of the revamped new North Staffs and South Cheshire League 
 in 2006.  Wood Lane CC can now proudly take its place in  
the Premier Division playing far more illustrious clubs both  
locally and further afield. 
 

Wood Lane CC, founded in 1930 by local miners who wanted to play sport on a regular basis, matches 
were played on a local farmer’s field, know as Banker Wood.  Early years were spent playing friendlies 
travelling as far away as Tarporley and Shugborough.  Success on the field soon came to the club, when the 
27th May 1939 George Clutton Snr, whilst playing in a match for Wood Lane against Stone Christ Church, 
took all ten wickets for no runs, a record that still stands to this day. 
 

After the war years it was decided to enter into League Cricket.  In 1950 the club became  members of the 
Scot Hay & District League and later in the decade the Stone & District League.  Championships were won 
in the various divisions but promotion was denied due to the inadequate facilities at the ground.  A new 
ground was badly needed and in 1961 land became available at the present Megacre site.  While the ground 
was built cricket was played at Red Street Cricket Club for three seasons.  The new ground was opened in 
March 1964. 
 

The club has always relied on the help and support of local members in the area.  A new club house was 
designed and built by members in the mid 70’s.  The new club house was officially opened by England 
cricketer Bob Taylor in October 1979. 
 

In 1981 the club embarked on a new venture by joining the now disbanded North Staffs & District League, 
playing in the Senior B and Junior A section. 
 

With various grants from the Foundation for Sports & Arts, the ground was further developed with new 
changing and shower rooms for the players being added in 1993.  The club has also prided itself on the  
standard and development of its junior cricket which was formed as far back as 1982.  It’s testimony to the 
coaches that success came here in various age groups in the Kidsgrove League. 
 

So after more than 70 years the club’s future looks secure.  2007 is going to be a watershed in the history of 
the club. Chairman, Mike Tudor, says “that the hard work and commitment of the players has paid off.  
Together with the hardworking and dedicated band of tea ladies, ground staff, club officials, scorers and 
numerous other volunteers.  This has helped to transform the little village club into a competitive and  
thriving club serving the local community”. 
 

Keith Sylvester.  Wood Lane Cricket Club.     

 

Bignall End C.C. v  Blythe Colours  
 

Works  Junior A 1952. 
 

Back row left to right: 
 

R Ikin, G Howell, G Dawson, E Jones 
(capt), C Norcup, K Goodwin,  
S Leighton (scorer). 
 

Front row: 
 

K Howell, G Dale, B Dale, H Riley,  
J Lovatt (v/capt). 
 
The newsletter would welcome any of 
your old sports photo’s to publish. 



Halmer End Cricket Club.  Pictured in 1929 when they were runners-up in the Fenton & district League. 
 

     Back Row L/R J Beckett (scorer) E Richardson, C Joynson, G Bateman, F Bailey (secretary), J Venables.   
 

     Middle Row.  F Higginbotham, A Hassall, B Johnson, G Bailey (Captain) H Lovatt, G Ratcliffe,   
 

     Front Row. C Brockley, R Bostock, A Scott, J Scott, A Cornes.  Do you have any details of the team and can  
    you name the last man extreme right, on back row.  

Audley Football Club Brews Up Success 
 

Once again Kelvin Chell gathered his troops to organised the annual 
Beer Festival at the Audley Football Club and once again the smell of 
sweet success flowed from the beer glasses as they chinked together 
at the club house in Old Road Bignall End.  The Beer Festival is run 
each year to generate much needed funds to supply the equipment 
and cover the cost of running the local football teams which use the 
facilities.  A decision made this year by the club, was to donate 10% 
of the income generated from the festival to ‘Bowel Cancer Support 
Group’.   
 
Photograph shows the dream team at work, left to right Rob King, 
Mark Horne, Kelvin Chell, John Hopkins, Kevin Shenton. 
 
Returning to the event, as with previous years all went well, virtually all ales & ciders were supped with not much going to 
waste.  This showed the organisers just how much the visitors had enjoyed the ales and ciders they had provided. 
After all pledges have been collected they have reported to have made £5500.  This event could not have taken place 
with out the support of the football club members and a group of willing volunteers who gave their own time free of 
charge to help at this very popular parish event.  Kelvin would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped to 
make this event, so successful.  Each member of the bar staff wore a polo shirt displaying the slogan (Probably the best) 
Kelvin assured me that we know it was the best.   
The football club would also like to thank all the sponsors of the festival whether be it pledged money, barrels of beer, tins 
of sweets, bottles of wine, whiskey or free meals at their restaurants.  Every name of the sponsors were displayed at the 
event alongside the barrels of beer and in the beer programme for all visitors of the event to see how generous they all 
were.  Finally the Football Club wishes to take this opportunity to thank all its visitors who supported the festival.     



Halmer End School leavers 1958-1959 
 

The photograph to the left shows a group of former class 
mates from the Halmer End School, who were school  
leavers in 1958-9. 
The friends are from left to right, Anne Pointon (Coopes) who 
sadly passed away soon after this picture was taken, Valda 
Mayer (Dean), Catherine Dean (Boulton), Barbara Light 
(Cooper) and myself on the end Pam Stevenson (Rhodes). 
Whilst on a visit to friends in Trent Vale recently I managed 
to meet up with these former school friends, we had a lovely 
few hours catching up with our past and hearing about all we 
had achieved over the years since we last met.   
My reasons for contacting your magazine are that when we 
met, we decided that it would be a good idea for us to try and 
have a school reunion.  

We therefore would like to invite anyone who left Halmer End School between 1958-9, also any pupils who knew us from 
junior school who then went on to High school or Grammar school and the invitation is also basically to anyone who knew 
us from our school days.  
The reunion will be held in the spring of 2008, date and venue to be decided. 
If you wish to participate you can either contact me via email at ( stevenson_pam@ntlworld.com ) or contact the editor of 
the newsletter, who will pass on your information to me.  This will be an opportunity to rekindle friendships and remember 
our school days.  If you are a reader of the magazine and know someone who may be interested in this reunion please ask 
them to contact us. 
 

Finally on a very sad note I would like to pass on my condolences to Anne's family & friends, I know she was really  
interested in getting everyone together and looking forward to the reunion. 

 

Best wishes Pam Stevenson. 

Can you help? 
The only person known on the photo is Jack Taylor 
of Church Street Audley extreme right. 
 

The grandchildren of Jack’s son, the late John Taylor 
wish to know the names of the other men and the 
whereabouts of the building.  Please contact the Editor.   

Issue 15 Ravensmead photograph. 
 

Correction to one name, it was Bryan Dale, not 
Alan Dale, apologies. 
Thanks go to Bob Ikin from Australia for giving 
the missing boys names. 
Peter Howell Phillip Richardson Alan Hares Brian 
Glover. 
 

The missing girls name was Joan Wareham. 
Mystery solved.  Do you need help to find a name? 

Audley Christian Viewpoint 
 

The Audley Christian Viewpoint team, warmly invite 
you to “ The Confessions of a biker”, with guest 
speaker Colin Pownall. 
This will take place at the Butchers Arms (Pub), 
Church Street Audley, on Friday 8th June 2007 at 
7.30pm. 
Why not come along with your family or friends, to 
enjoy a meal together.  Then listen to Colin tell us 
all about “The Confessions of a biker”. 
Tickets including buffet can be obtained for £6.00 
from either:  Wendy Tele 01782 720381 
                         Ena Tele 01782 722106 

Trivia Winner from issue 15! 
 

Mrs Vera Downs, Vernon Avenue Audley. 
 

Who will receive a cheque for £15.   
Congratulations. 



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

Get to know your Law  
Enforcement Officers 
 

We would like to introduce  
ourselves as your rural 
neighbourhood policing team 
based at Madeley Police Post.  
We carry out the role of  
community policing and  
problem solving with our  
partners, covering the areas of 
Audley, Halmer End, Bignall 
End and Scot Hay.  The area is 
also covered by officers from 
the incident management unit. 

We will endeavour to provide a 
visible presence in our communities and are extremely keen to tackle 
any issues that may be raised in our community. 

In our time responsible for these areas it has come to light the range of 
different issues we need to address.  We intend to tackle each with the 
best of our ability working in close partnership with residents  
associations and external agencies such as the local council. 

We encourage you to approach us with any problems that you are  
encountering as we will be happy to assist in any way we can. 

George Heppell has recently been joined by police Community Support 
Officers Mark Gribble and Ian Blythe who are looking forward to  
working in our community.  
We are already involved in several different high profile issues within 
the community.  We are tackling anti social behaviour in the area and 
are involving partners to address long term solutions.  As a result of 
community feed back we are addressing road traffic concerns such as 
parking and speeding. 
Each officer can be contacted direct  by dialling 0845 3 30 31 32 then 
(press 0 followed by the officer’s collar number). 
 

Alternatively officers can be emailed at: 
George.Heppell@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk    Collar number 1205 
Mark.Gribble@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk        Collar number 8869  
Ian.Blythe@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk             Collar number 8961 

 

Audley Workingmen's Club 
Indoor Bowls Coors Shield 

 
Trevor Harrison once again did the  
business with his organisation of the  
annual Coors Shield singles indoor bowls 
competition at the Audley WMC. 
The competition was held on the 3rd March 
with over 30 competitors from the North 
Staffordshire Indoor Bowling league.  As 
with all competition held at the club, it was 
held in a very sporting manner. 
 

The final took place between: 
 

(Ian Jones & Gary Chalkie White). 
The winner was : Ian Jones. 
 

A big thank you must go to all the helpers 
and staff at the Audley Workingmen’s Club.  
Editor. 

Left to right: PCSO Ian Blythe.  PC 
George Heppell, PCSO Mark Gribble 



THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

6 Real Ales 
 

4 Traditional Ciders 
 

New Menu  
Fantastic Prices 

8oz Rump Steak £5.00 / Fish Of The Day £5.50 
 

           *Pensioners Lunch*  £2.50 
Beef or Gammon Dinner 

Every Friday 12-3pm 
Steak Nite Every Thursday  

 

Quiz Nite Monday Play your Cards Right 
£200 Jackpot 

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot. Tel: 01782 720622 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 

Find the Egg Competition issue 15. 
Firstly a big thank you must be given to Steve Ward the Manager 
of the Co-op Late Shop Audley, for kindly donating the prizes.  
Thanks Steve. 
 

The winners were: Heidi Condliffe  Mill End / Ella Louise Platt  
Hope Street / Lauren Cicatello  Nantwich Road / Thomas 
Washington  Alsager / Tanisha Beddows  Alsagers Bank. 

Waggon & Horses 

Pubs from issue 15 
 
 

I really enjoyed reading issue 15 of the Audley  
Community News, especially the reference to Audley 
Public Houses.  Above can be seen a photograph taken 
in the 1950’s of the Waggon & Horses Pub which was  
situated on the left hand side of the road, after you 
have travelled over the M6 motorway bridge, as you 
head towards Crewe from Audley.  This is now known 
as The Jolly Potters.   
My husband and I were landlord & landlady between 
1955 to 1960. 
I was most interested in the story written by the lady 
from Salt Burn On Sea and I would love to know her 
maiden name, as we were both born in Booth Street 
Audley. 
Please keep up the good work you are doing. 
 

Mrs G Bailey   Silverdale.  

Appeal for information. (Vera Wiggins) Bignall End 
 

Firstly let me say how much I enjoy reading the ACN which I 
get from Ravens Lane Store whenever I see it.  I have lived 
in Bignall End for six years and in Stoke on Trent for 13 
years but originally I come from Oxfordshire.  I find the  
publication fascinating, it gives valuable insight, especially to 
a none “local”, into the history of the parish, local societies 
and events as well as covering important local issues. 
 

I am writing to see if you or any of your readers may help in 
finding a lady named Vera Wiggins, who lived in my house 
20 years ago.  A lady called Margaret Bedson, nee Paget, a 
cousin of Vera Wiggins, nee Paget is trying to contact her. 
My husband bought our house, which was a general store in 
Bignall End, from Vera Wiggins, 20 years ago.   
Vera’s cousin Margaret has informed me that at the time my 
husband bought the property, Vera had just been divorced 
from her husband and thinks his name was Harold Wiggins.  
Vera, who would be in her 80’s, wore a calliper on her leg 
due to illness as a child, her and cousin Margaret grew up 
together in Birches Head, Hanley. 
Margaret, lost contact with Vera after her divorce and would 
like to make contact with her, or find out what may have 
happened to Vera after she left the parish. 
 

If you can help, please contact the Editor of the Audley 
Community News, who will pass on your information to: 
Mrs Debora Berriman. Ravens Lane Bignall End. 



The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

The Rotary year runs from 1st July to 30th June and so we come towards the end of another year.  President 
Paul Barrow will be stepping down in July and Bert Proctor will be taking over as president for 2007-8. 
Thank you to Paul for his hard work during his year and congratulations to Paul and Gaynor on their recent 
marriage! 
 

Over the last few months the club has been working with many organisations in our area.  We have assisted 
Madeley Scouts with renovation to their Scout hut, and helped to get Madeley First Responders up and  
running.  We are also working closely with Audley and District Community First Responders and held a  
go-karting night recently which raised £480 for their funds.  We have also made donations to a member of 
Audley Scouts to help her attend this year’s World Jamboree and to a Keele University student undertaking 
conservation work and research in Honduras. 
 

We are again working closely with the schools and ran Mock Interviews at Chesterton High in February and 
are looking to assist Madeley High with their mentoring scheme.  We have also made various donations to St 
Chads, Ravensmead and Sir John Offley primary schools, to assist with their projects. 
 

Other recent donations and sponsorships have included, Audley Football Club, St Vincents’ Hospital and 
Motor Neurone Disease research. 
 

On 12th May, we will be taking part in Stroke Awareness Day and will be in Church Street, Audley along 
with Audley and District Community First Responders.  The First Responders will be measuring people’s 
blood pressure, so why not drop-in for a check-up! 
 

Also, on 3rd June at 11:00, we will be holding a walk through the Apedale Valley to raise money for Breast 
Cancer research.  This promises to be a lovely day with a gentle walk through lovely parkland.  If anyone 
would like to take part and help raise money for this deserving cause, please contact Bert Proctor on 01782 
729126. 
 

Our sporting efforts have been rather mixed, to say the least!  We are no longer involved in the Rotary Ten 
Pin Bowling, Table Tennis or Quiz competitions, but are through to the semi-final of the cricket. 
 

Finally, we were very saddened to learn of the death of former Audley Rotarian, Mandy Buxton.  Our 
thoughts are with her family at this very sad time. 
 

Neil Ginnis 
 

Rotary Contacts 
 
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
Secretary:  David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net) 

Halmer End Miners Institute under threat. 
 

Yet another Community building is under threat of closure in the parish.  It has been reported that there is grave concern  
as to what may be happening at the old Miners Institute Halmer End.  This building is situated next to the Halmer End  
Football field, to be found behind High Street in Halmer End. 
The Institute which is owned by Staffordshire County Council, has been used as a local community centre and was used 
as the Halmer End football club house.  It is still used by the Halmer End Bowling club and closure may mean the end of  
bowling in Halmer End.  The building is in need of refurbishment and Staffordshire County Council have said that they 
will not spend any funding to refurbish it.  Staffs CC have offered the building to Audley Parish Council, providing that the 
Parish Council make good the building, but unfortunately the parish council is not in a position financially to renovated 
the building to comply with health and safety standards. 
A meeting with local parishioners and the Audley Parish Council was held to try to establish a management Committee. 
This committee would be drawn from the people of Halmer End and they would be expected to run the building on a day 
to day basis.  Linda Chilton, a resident of Halmer End and spokesperson for the village has tried in vain to establish a 
committee.  Linda has asked the newsletter to make an appeal to local residents of Halmer End, to come forward to  
assist with a management committee to try to get this building renovated and back in use for the residents of Halmer 
End.  An offer by Kelvin Chell, from Audley Football Club has been made to bring football teams from Audley to use the 
football ground and its facilities.  Once these facilities are lost, they are almost certainly gone forever.   
PLEASE GIVE US YOUR SUPPORT  (For more details contact Linda 01782 721212 or your local Parish Councillor) 

mailto:neilginnis@audley.net�
mailto:davidroyle@audley.net�


Ravensmead Primary School 
 
“An outstanding school for personal development and well being and in their  
care, support and guidance”.   
 

Office For Standards in Education, Spring Term 2007. 
 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate visited Ravensmead Primary School during the Spring Term.   
They recognised the school’s Mission Statement ‘to be the best that we can be’ accurately describes the ethos 
the school promotes in all aspects of its work. 
 

The following is taken directly from the Overall Effectiveness section of the Inspection Report. 
 

This is a good school with outstanding features in pupils’ personal development and well-being and in their 
care, support and guidance.  It provides good value for money and under the outstanding leadership of the 
headteacher has sustained a good rate of improvement in its performance since the last inspection.  The school 
has a good capacity to improve further.  Through hard work the school has developed a learning environment 
with an ethos in which pupils prosper both in their academic and personal development.  The school motto  
‘to be the best that we can be’, accurately describes the ethos the school promotes in all aspects of its work. 
 

Pupils’ achievements are good, their personal development and well-being are outstanding.  Throughout the 
school, pupils make good progress and achieve well.  From broadly average attainment on entry to the  
Nursery, nearly all children reach the goals expected of them by the end of the Reception year and most exceed 
them.  Pupils’ standards of attainment are above average at the end of both Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2,  
particularly in English and in science in Year 6.   
In Mathematics not as many pupils attain the higher levels as they do in English. 
 

Pupils achieve well because leadership, management, teaching, learning and the quality of curriculum  
provision are all good.  The headteacher has an extremely clear vision for the school and has led the staff in 
focusing on raising achievement.  The focus on standards is also evident amongst pupils as one commented, ‘I 
feel challenged by the work I am set.  My teacher always sets me work that stretches me’.   
The headteacher, governors, including staff at all levels have all worked extremely hard to support learning and 
improve achievement of all pupils.  The use of assessment to monitor and track pupils’ progress then to inform 
learning is outstanding.  As is the involvement of pupils in the assessment of their own learning.  The school 
provides a wide range of activities that enrich pupils’ experiences and add value to their education. 
 

Pupils’ attitudes to school and their involvement in the school are both excellent.  Their attitudes to school 
were summed up by a parent who commented, ‘My sons skip into school every day’.  As a result of the  
outstanding care and support the pupils receive, they demonstrate outstanding spiritual, moral, social, cultural 
awareness and behave well.  They feel valued by the school and make a positive contribution to its life in a 
number of ways.  For example older pupils acting as playground buddies for younger pupils.  They have a 
good understanding of how to stay safe and live healthily.  The academic guidance provided by the school is 
also outstanding.  This results in pupils having an excellent understanding of their targets and what they have 
to do to achieve them. 
 

The school believes strongly in enrichment activities beyond the formal curriculum.  The school is also very 
proud of its sporting and performance opportunities with the recent Key Stage 2 Performance of Ravensmead 
Rascals being an excellent example. 
 

Ofsted judged that “pupils’ attitudes to school and their involvement in the school are both excellent”.  
Pupils felt safe in school with no pupil stating that they were concerned about bullying. 
The school is a warm and welcoming place.   
Prospective parents are always welcome to visit where Mr Bell the Headteacher will meet you and show you 
around. 
 

The full Ofsted Inspection Report can be collected in paper copy in school without charge and can also be  
accessed through http://www.ofsted.gov.uk. 
 

All schools now publish a School Profile on the internet annually.  The Profile includes a comprehensive range 
of up to date information about school.  Once again the Profile can be collected from school and also accessed 
through http://schoolprofile.parentscentre.gov.uk. 
 

Ravensmead School continues to develop its own website which can be accessed through:  
hhtp://ravensmead.staffs.sch.uk.  



 Jojo’s 

Dog Grooming Service 

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs 

Clipping Grooming 
Tel: 01782 721735 

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End 
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH 

30 Years Experience 

Jo
jo’

s 

Jojo’s 

Audley Community Newsletter  
 

The news team do try to ensure, wherever possible that any 
information or details contained in this magazine are accurate. 
Information received for publication by the news team, is  
sometimes impossible to clarify. 
We therefore cannot take responsibility for any inaccuracies in 
the Text, Facts, Addresses or Telephone numbers.  Editor.   

Trivia Quiz 
 

 

1. What is June 6th 1944 better known as? 
 

2. What does MFI stand for? 
 

3. What is the name of the Simpson’s dog? 
 

4. Where in the human body is the  
       Cochlea?  
 

5. In Shakespeare's play Macbeth, who    
       killed him and put his head on a pole?  
 

6. What was the name of the Beatles  
       manager who died in 1967?   
 

7. Whose real name is Robert Zimmerman? 
      

8.    In which Australian state is Sydney?   
 

9. Which metal is also known as Quicksilver? 
 

10.  What was the short lived name of the                     
       U.K. Post Office between 2001-2002? 
 

11. What type of creature is a Mudskipper?  
 

12. What is the highest mountain in Africa? 
 

Please turn to page 30 to find your trivia  
answers. 

Change of use at Audley FC. 
 

It has always been the ambition of Audley Football Club to raise enough money to enable us to apply for match funding, 
from various grant organisations to turn the old disused tennis courts which are situated next to the football club, into a fully 
enclosed all weather flood lit multi sports playing facility. 
 

This facility would greatly benefit the children of the football club as they would not then have to travel to various parts of 
the Borough or into Cheshire during the winter months to continue with their football training development.  This facility 
would be a great asset to the club and the community as this facility will also be made available to the local schools 
and community groups when not required by the club. 
 

Due to a very committed committee we are now nearing our goal and through this community newspaper we would like to 
make our local community aware of our project, as we feel it is now not just a dream, but a real reality. 
 

Grant applications are soon to be made to various organisations and part of this process may incur grant scrutinizers  
coming into the community to ask questions of this project to members of our local parish.  All we ask is for you to give us 
your support to achieve our dream, knowing that this project will benefit all children of our community in one way or the 
other. 
 

Should any person feel that they require any further information with regards to this project, please feel free to come along 
to the club and I can assure you that our committee would welcome your questions.  If for any reason you are unable to  
attend the club house, please contact Kelvin Chell Tele: 01782 720291    Please, please give us your support. 

Children of Audley Residents Association 
 

We have to report that COARA has lost its bid 
for a £325,00 grant from the Lottery Commission.  
The main reason given for the refusal, was that they 
did not possess a lease to the land, on which they 
proposed to build the new recreation area in  
Wereton Road Audley.  Plans had been drawn up 
and appeals had been made, but at the present 
time it’s a no go from the Lottery Commission. 
 

A decision has been made by the COARA  
committee, to continue with their quest to try to get 
funding from elsewhere.  This may mean smaller 
grants, that may be on a matched funding basis. 
An appeal from COARA for volunteers has been 
made, if you wish to volunteer please contact the 
new secretary Toni Ginnis Tele: 01782 722000        



Newcastle Garden 
Machinery 

 

REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING 
All Types of Gardening Equipment. 

 

Free Collection & Delivery Service. 
 

 
KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE 
NANTWICH ROAD   
AUDLEY 

                                                        
 

TEL: 01782 723131 
MOB:  07754 456759 

Ride-ons,Rotavators  
Hedgecutters,Strimmers 
Lawnmowers & More. 

                       News & Gifts 

Widest range of greeting cards 
& 

Gifts in the area. 
 

Extensive range of magazines.   
Confectionery 

Dry Cleaning / Stationery / Lottery 
 

Occasions 
 

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 
Tel: 01782 720323 

 

Sports Quiz 
 

 

1. Which England player was European Footballer 
of the Year in 2001? 

 

2. With which team did Damon Hill become 1996  
         Formula 1 champion? 
 

3. How many riders compete in a standard speedway             
race? 

 

4. Which boxer was known as “The Clones           
Cyclone”? 

 

5. Which title has been won by the rider who wears 
the Polka Dot jersey in the Tour De France? 

 

6. How many players are there in a rounders team? 
 

7. What is the least number of serves that one player 
can hit to win a set of single tennis? 

 

8. Which wood are cricket stumps usually made 
from? 

 

9. Which 2  football clubs did Bobby Moore play for? 
 

10. At which race course is the Casarewitch run? 
 

11. What is the maximum number of clubs allowed in 
a   golf bag? 

 

12. Who was the first bowler to take 500 wickets in 
test cricket? 

You will find the answers on page 30. 

The Quaint View on page 3 is the Old School House 
which stands at the top of Alsagers Bank, on the corner 
of The Drive.   
This photograph was taken before the Drive road had 
been built as you can see gates to the entrance to where 
you go to the now Richard Heathcote County Primary 
School. 
Photograph was taken by Thomas Warham.  

Audley Workingmen's  Club 
New Road Bignall End Sot Tele 01782 721416  

Auction held Every Thursday Night 
 

Viewing starts at 6pm until 7pm 
 

Auction starts at 7pm prompt. 
Bargains Galore  

 Also the opportunity to sell your unwanted items. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING CAR BOOT SALE 
For details please contact Tele: 07852240227 

To advertise in the Audley Community News 
Please contact the Editor 01782 721565 



Audley New Health Centre 
Opening Times 

 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

           Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

              Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  276999 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Prescription Enquiries (01782)  276960) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

What’s going on around our Parish.  
Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

YOGA Classes 
Richard Heathcote School Alsagers Bank 

Details contact Deb: Tele 01782 720129 mob 07765294655 

Youth Club  
 

Audley Methodist Church 
 

Kids from 7 to 11’s  
Wednesday Night 

6pm -7.15pm 
Admission 50p includes a 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 

Car Boot & Table Top Sale 
 

Audley & District Community Centre 
New Road Audley Sot. 

 
9am until 11.30am 

 

June 30th 2007 
July 28th 2007 

To Book 
a car space  
Tele: Dawn 

01782 723469 

Indoor £6.00 
Outdoor £5.00 

Setting up from 
7.30am.  

Audley Library 
 
 

Hall Street Audley 
Stoke-on-Trent  ST7 8DB 

Tel: 01782 720527 
 

MON                            2.00 -7.00 
 

TUE            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00  
 

WED                 CLOSED 
 

THU            9.00-1.00   2.00-5.00 
 

FRI                                2.00-5.00     
 

SAT             9.30-1.00 
 

24 Hour information 
Reservation & Renewal 

 
0845 330 0740 

 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries 

 

Membership is Free. 

Wood Lane Fete 
Saturday July 14th 2007 

 

Held at Wood Lane Primary School 2pm-4pm 
 

For details contact graham.woodlane@tesco.net 
Tele:01782 721940 

 

Please 
Give 
Us 

Your 
Details 

For 
Future 
Issues 

To 
Promote 

Your 
Events 

Children of Audley Residents Association 
 

FUN DAY 
 

Saturday July 7th 2007 
At the Wereton Road Playing Fields 

Queen Street. 
 

Beauty Queen Miss Audley/ Baby Contest/   
Glamorous Granny/ Stalls/ Dog Show 

Stalls/ Kids Games/ Raffles/ Hot Dogs & Burgers  



Where you can find the Newsletter 
Thank you to our outlets for their help. 

 
AUDLEY POST OFFICE 

AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 

AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 

BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 

BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 

SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  
WOOD LANE CRICKET CLUB 

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 
 

  BOROUGH & PARISH COUNCILLOR ANN  BEECH 
Tel: (01782) 722847 

 
 

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL 
 

10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  
 

  WOOD LANE COMMUNITYCENTRE 
APEDALE ROAD 

 

     10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month. 

 G K MOTORSPORT 
        CHESTER ROADCHESTER ROAD  

AUDLEY SOT 
 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

     AUTO WELDING 
  SPECIALIST 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

 

www.audley.net 
 

For village events,  
family history,  

Rotary information 
 

Also for your very 
own local  

 

E-mail address. 

TO ADVERTISE 
‘Call’ 01782 721565 

Trivia Quiz Answers Issue 16 
 

1. D Day 
2. Mullard Furniture          

Industries 
3. Santa’s Little Helper 
4. The Ears 
5. Macduff 
6. Brian Epstein 
7. Bob Dylan 
8. New South Wales 
9. Mercury 
10. Consignia 
11. Fish 
12. Kilimanjaro 

Please contact 
Eddie or Ann 

regarding your 
local issues. 

Answers To Sports Quiz From Page 28 
 

1. Michael Owen 
2. Williams 
3. Four 
4. Barry McGuigan 
5. King of the Mountains 
6. Nine 
7. Twelve 
8. Ash 
9. West Ham and Fulham 
10. Newmarket 
11. Fourteen 
12. Courtney Walsh 



 

           PREMIER                   Windows and Conservatories 

“A league above the rest” 
Conservatories 

Windows 
Doors 

 

Indoor Showroom Conservatory 
New Showroom Now Open 

 

Large indoor showroom 
Opening Times:   

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm / Sat & Sun 12pm-4pm RADWAY GREEN GARDEN CENTRE CREWE ROAD ALSAGER 
CHESHIRE CW1 5UJ       Tele: 01270  876813 

Family Values! 
 

Excellent Prices! 
 

All year round! 

Now Open 

The message is clear: 
 

In an emergency indiscriminate parking could  
effect our access to an incident and it could be your 

property that we are trying to reach. 
Help us to help you, think about where you park. 

Don & Sheila Catons say thank you to the Cancer Ward Of North Staffordshire 
 

70-year-old Sheila Cantons, a cancer survivor has raised money for the hospital where she was treated, as a ‘thank you’ 
to the medics.  Sheila, of Bignall End, was diagnosed with non-Hodgkins Lymphoma of the pancreas in May 2006 and has 
been in remission since December 2006. 
 

Sheila ,now wishes to thank all the medical team at the University Hospital of North Staffordshire and has hosted a fund-
raising event at the Audley Methodist Church.  At the event there were various stalls, buffet, cake sale, raffle and tombola.  
After the event she said “I wanted to pay something back to the hospital, they were absolutely wonderful to me”.  
Don, her husband, aged 70, who originated from Silverdale, said, “we are confident that’s what got Sheila through this is a 
combination of the skills of the medics and the power of prayer”. 
 

Everyone who attended the event had a fantastic time.  The food was home-made and tasted delicious.  All the stalls were 
loaded with items and gifts which had been donated.  These included items from friends, family and businesses.  One of 
the stalls was laden with baby wear and cot blankets.  These items had been hand-knitted by a friend of Sheila’s. 
 

The event raised £2000 which has been sent to the University Hospital of North Staffordshire Haematology and  
Chemotherapy Department.   
A VERY BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CONTRIBUTED IN ANY WAY.   



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

  

Mot’s  
Appointments or While you wait 

Contact Craig 
Tele: 01782 720333 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs 

Logs for 
Sale 

Logs for 
Sale 

We will supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a selection of 
‘Fancy Goods’ 

Extensive choice of 
Household items 

 

“For All Occasions” 
 

Florist & Gift Shop 
80A Church Street Audley S-O-T 

Tele: 01782 720060 
 

 

For A Friendly Happy Service 
Everything You Need For Any Occasion. 

 
We Specialise in Weddings 

& 
    Funerals 

Quality  
At its 
Best 

 

. Balloons . Greeting Cards . Bouquets . Aquapacks . Chocolate . Champagne / Wine 

. Fruit Baskets 
. Many Gifts 

. Soft Toys . Silk Flowers 

Free Local Delivery 

We have available a Fine selection of plants 

 

We have now available 
A fine selection of 

‘Bedding’ Plants in stock. 

‘SEEDS’ 
Now Available for your 
Flowers & Vegetables 


