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Audley Palace Theatre 
 

Refurbishment now complete 
 

Many thanks to everyone who gave their help 
And a big thank you to the public for their generosity. 

Please drive carefully through our parish roads. 



Audley Theatre 
 

You can see to the left an early 1930’s  
photograph of cinema goers at the now Audley 
Theatre, looks like a Saturday matinee.   
We would love to hear from you if you have any 
special memories of the old Cinema.  Were you 
there to celebrate the Queens coronation and do 
you remember Ken Taylor the projectionist?       
 

Below left shows the theatre at the start of the 
refurbishment, as the seating was being 
removed.  Below right Ron Bourne and Albert 
Harrison having a well deserved break.   

 “Well Ron, this won’t 
get bums on seats”? 

The new look from the stage to the audience. 

These are the new views of the theatre after refurbishment. 

New extension being built to the stage area. 



Audley Theatre Refurbishment  
 

The curtains are now raised, as we are pleased to announce the reopening of our Parish Theatre. 
 

Audley Theatre, which is situated in Hall Street Audley, was built in 1910, it was formerly known as The  
Coronation Picture House, then in the 1930’s this was changed to The Palace Cinema.  The cinema was 
closed in 1965.  In 1967 a group of local Players purchased the building using funds provided from events run  
throughout the parish and with donations from the general public including loans.  Then between 1967 and 1969 
the first refurbishment took place to convert it into a theatre.  This included decorating the building and  
replacing the seats with second hand seating.  The theatre was then officially opened by Jackie Trent, who was at 
that time a local singing celebrity, having a number one hit in the charts with (Where are you now my Love) in 
October 1965.  The song stayed at number one for 11weeks and later in her musical career she went on to write 
the theme tune to Neighbours, the popular TV soap from Australia with her then husband Tony Hatch .  When 
the Players group first took over the old cinema, to convert it to a theatre, they only had £30 in their bank  
account.  
 
The recent refurbishment has taken 14 weeks of continuous hard work by a dedicated group of volunteers, who 
have spent all their free time and energy to transform the theatre into what can only be described as a theatre for 
our parish to be proud of.  The total cost of refurbishment will be in the region of £50,000 when all the work is  
completed.  A big thank you must be given to Ron Bourne, Albert Harrison, Terry Pointon, Stewart Mathews 
and Martin Thomas who were responsible for the main refurbishment of the theatre.  With Pauline & Reg  
Johnson and many unsung heroes who supplied help & refreshments throughout the past 14 weeks of  this very 
high quality refurbishment. 
 
I was fortunate enough to call at the theatre at the start of the project and have since paid a number of visits 
throughout the renovations.  I was then invited back recently to see the final fittings being installed and was 
amazed at the transformation this building has taken.   
The work involved the removal of all the old seats, then the removal of the whole floor section.  The front of the 
stage was then opened up to allow an extension outwards to be built to give a larger stage area.  
The floor was then replaced and the interior of the building was then redecorated.  Work then continued with the 
removal of all the old toilet systems and kitchen area.  New toilets were installed which includes the provision of 
a toilet for the disabled and the kitchen was then fitted with new units.  
Once all the redecoration had been completed and the hammers and nails had done their work, it was time for the 
new seats to be installed.  Auditoria Services of Rotherham supplied and installed all of the seating.  I have had 
the opportunity to try the new installed seats and must say how comfortable I found them.  The days of trying to 
remember which seat to sit in and not have a spring protruding into your rear are over. 
The seating capacity is now 169, which includes 2 seats which can be removed for wheel chair users, the use of 
these must be asked for when booking a ticket for a performance. 
For the past few days B&P Fabrications have been installing the new carpets throughout the theatre and this is 
the finishing touches to a project that amazingly has taken only 14 weeks.  How on earth they have done it in this 
short time I’ll never know, but they must be congratulated on their excellent work. 
 
These projects always have many unsung heroes and this one is no exception. 
The theatre would like to thank everyone who has helped, including those groups who raised funds throughout 
the parish, which include the running of Bring & Buy Sales and Coffee Mornings raising £1000.  The Fashion 
Show which was organised by the local W.I raised £424.  A big thank you must go to Councillor Eddie Boden 
for his help to the theatre in obtaining grants from the Local Members Initiative Fund and the Borough Council.     
On October 1st The Audley Male Voice Choir with conductor Philip Broadhurst presented their Annual Gala 
Concert at the Victoria Hall, Hanley, supported by the Leyland Band (Brass Champions) and after expenses 
the proceeds will be donated to the theatre. 
   

Bryan Williams who collated the (Sponsor a Seat Appeal) has informed me that the amount received up to the 
present time is £11,000 in donations and the appeal is still ongoing.  If you wish to make a donation to help with 
the refurbishment costs, all donations would be welcome, any donation above £25 would entitle you to have 
your name added to the Seat Appeal List to be displayed in the theatre.  Send your donation to: 
  
B Williams at  Ashkeys, Farm Hollow, Bignall End.  SOT ST7 8NS.   

Please make cheques payable to the Audley Theatre. 
All we can say is a big THANK YOU. 



View 
From the past. 

 

Can you name the 
view? 
This photograph 
was taken in 1911. 

 

To see where it 
was taken see 

page 9. 
 

If you have an  
unusual view of 
the parish from 
the past we would 
love to use them. 

Dear Readers 
 

A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to every one who reads our magazine. 
Doesn't time fly, it seems only 5 minutes since last Christmas and here we are again wrapping up those presents.  
Just a thought for this time in the year, let’s not forget the elderly people who live on their own and the homeless.  It 
won’t take you five minutes to pop round and say hello to a neighbour who may have no one to share Christmas 
with.  And let’s be honest a Christmas card won’t cost you a fortune.  Let’s try to make this Christmas & New Year 
a time for others and I’m sure you will enjoy it all the more.  (Best wishes anyway). 
 

I have to report that the Newsletter continues to go from strength to strength, with over 1500 copies flying out of 
our very helpful outlets and I would like to thank all the outlets for their continued support.  We also continue to 
receive most generous donations from our collection boxes which can be found with our magazines.  
A number of readers have also made donations and we would like to thank them for their generosity.  I have  
received a number of letters from our readers who have thanked the news team for compiling such an interesting 
magazine, full of useful and varied information.  A number of former residents of the parish who now live in  
different parts of the country, have also written to thank us for bringing the parish news to them, saying how much 
they enjoy the stories and old photographs from the past.  We continue to appeal for stories and photographs, 
please sent them to the Editor.   
 

It was nice to be invited to see the transformation of the Audley Theatre during the past few months and they must 
be congratulated on a job well done. 
In September I was asked to be one of the judges for the Count Your Blessings exhibition at St James’ Church Hall 
Audley, for Christian Viewpoint.  This indeed was a very difficult task to do, as when you looked around the room, 
they were all winners.  Congratulations must go to everyone who entered and we will remind others who did not 
participate that there will be a chance next year to take part. 
 

We have tried throughout the past twelve months to bring you, the readers, as much local information as we can, 
but without your help there is no information to be had.  All we ask is for you to pass on your news or views to the  
Editor.  The Newsletter is here for you to have your say and allow you to express your views with regards to this 
parish of ours.  If you are a member of a group in the parish who needs promotion, why not contact the news team 
to see if they can help to promote your group.  The parish of Audley has many needs, but unless you voice your 
opinion who will ever know? 
 

The Newsletter would welcome your comments with regards to changes or inclusions in our future issues.   
As we approach the New Year we are hopeful that the magazine will be as enjoyable and full of useful information 
as the past twelve months have been.  If you would like to assist us with the magazine, we have our weekly meetings 
every Wednesday 10am to 12 noon, held at the Audley & District Community Centre. 
 

Finally I would like to say thanks to everyone who has sent in information over the past twelve months and remind 
them that if it has not been published, it is still in our files to be used in the future.    
 

Kind regards  Ernie Editor. 



£250,000 Lottery Bid By Village Group 
 

At a meeting on the 4th of September, at the Audley & District Community Centre, The Children of Audley  
Residents Association informed the meeting of their proposed bid for a £250,00 of lottery funding, to part fund 
their new recreation area in Wereton Road Audley. 
The Children of Audley Residents Association are a voluntary group of residents formed three years ago to help 
provide facilities for the residents of the parish.  The Audley Community News showed plans of their proposal for 
a recreation area to be built in Wereton Road at a cost of £360,000 in issue 11 of the magazine.  This recreation 
area will provide facilities for all age groups and abilities with seating areas. 
Funding has been gathered by the Association over the past three years when their volunteers have run their Fun 
Days, Stars In Your Eyes, Car Boot sales and a number of other events. 
Chairman Kevin Phillips opened the meeting and introduced Colin Williams who has been brought in to assist 
with their lottery bid.  Mr Williams informed the meeting that he worked for the CBS, who were a registered  
charity, which were formed in 1965 to assist any voluntary groups throughout the country and his expertise was 
with assistance to help groups to apply for lottery funding. 
Mr Williams praised the efforts of the Association for what had been achieved up to the present time, saying that 
they had got over the first hurdle towards getting a lottery grant.  He went on to say that a business plan was now 
needed to prove to the lottery officials that this project was worthy of funding. 
Mr Williams went on to say that the more support that the parish gave to the Association the more chance of  
success. 
We were informed that to apply for a lottery grant could take up to 8 months before a final decision would be 
made.  Many avenues would have to be covered and many problems would have to be resolved.   
The original cost of the project was in the region of £160,000, but had been increased to £360,000 after a full  
survey of the land had shown there would be problems with drainage  
Chairman Kevin Phillips stated that other grants would be applied for to make up the shortfall, but insisted that 
the determination of the Association to provide this facility was never in doubt and they were already looking 
ahead to other projects in the area for the future. 
Local parish councillor Trevor Sproston said that the local parish council would give its full moral support, but 
they were unable to give any funding as there was no money available at this present time. 
The meeting was informed that if the project became successful, that the recreation area would be maintained by 
the parish council.  If you wish to make a donation  please contact Chairman Kevin Phillips Tele: 01782 723603.  
 

The Children of Audley Residents Association 
Presented Awards By Aspire Housing 

 
Photographs below show members of the Association receiving their awards at Keele University on Thursday 8th 
September 2006.    

Chairman Kevin Phillips Mary Moss Lee Moss 



Audley & District Family History Society 
 

The 1938 Audley Schools Reorganisation (Part 3) 
On the 23rd October the headmaster of Halmer End School, Mr Percy Dale, was found drowned in the canal at 
Etruria.  The coroner’s inquest on the 24th October recorded a verdict of suicide.  Mr Dale, who had been  
worried about his job at Halmer End and a possible transfer to Ravens Lane, had returned to school on the 10th 
October after illness.  The coroner ruled that it was the worry about his job and not the strike itself which had 
contributed to his action.  Sympathy was expressed at the next meeting of the Parents Committee at Wood Street 
Chapel on the 26th October and there was relief that the strike was not to blame for the tragic event.  Mr Riley 
would attend the funeral as the representative of the committee.  The parents stood firm and voted to continue 
with the strike.  On the 31st October a private meeting was arranged at the new Audley Infants School between 
the Education Committee, the Audley Schools Managers and those parents involved in the strike action who  
received invitations to attend.  No one else was allowed in the meeting.  Many parents walked out of the meeting 
as the Education Committee again refused to compromise.  They expected the strike to end now and the children 
to return to school immediately.  Some did return and only 46 remained on strike, but action was about to be 
taken.  On the 3rd November sixteen parents were summoned to appear in court charged with neglecting to cause 
their children to attend school.  The complainant was Mr A Dyke, the School Attendance Officer.  Three charges 
were withdrawn and one adjourned but the remaining defendants were each fined 4 shillings costs with no  
convictions recorded against them.  At a meeting of the County Council at Stafford on the 12th November, Mrs 
Fanny Deakin again raised the strike issues, but failed to obtain any backing from the Council.  Another meeting 
of the Council on the 26th November approved the architect’s plans for improvements at Halmer End School and  
announced the appointment of Mr William Bowers headmaster at Ravens Lane as the new headmaster at  
Halmer End.  On the 28th November a further 40 parents appeared in court.  Some cases were adjourned but some 
of those heard resulted in children gaining free bus travel and school meals following medical examinations.  An 
alternative route using public footpaths instead of Boon Hill was proposed in court and finally accepted by  
parents after they were guaranteed that improvements would be made to the paths.  Gradually the children  
returned to school, some before Christmas and the remainder at the start of the new term in January.  The final 14 
adjourned cases were heard in court on the 23rd January 1939.  All of these cases were dismissed on payment of 1 
shilling costs per case as a result of all the children attending school.  The strike was officially at an end.  
 

If you were involved in the strike then we would like to hear your story. Please contact the newsletter editor. 
 

          Clive Millington 

Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall: 
Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome. 

Research 2-4pm on Wed. 6th Dec. / Wed. 3rd Jan. / Wed. 7th Feb. 
Talk 7.30-9pm on Fri. 5th January 

Research 7-9pm on Fri. 1st December / Fri. 2nd February 
All enquiries Tel: 01782 720495. E-mail: famhist@audley.net 

Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist 

 
Protest in Bignall End in 1938 

 
The photograph on the left which was taken in  
Ravens Lane, shows children and parents at the 
start of a protest march from Bignall End to  
Halmer End on the 22nd August 1938.   
They were marching to hear local MP Colonel 
Wedgewood speak. 
 

We make an appeal to our readers who may have 
any photographs or memories of the march, to  
contact the Editor with the details. 
 

Were you there do you have any memories, or do 
you recognise a friend or relation?  



The Parish Schools involved in the Reorganisation 
Audley Infants School.  The building on the left of the 
photo in Church Street, now the Church Hall, was built 
in 1855 for boys.  It became the infants school in 1901. 

Audley Junior School.  Built in 1836 in Church Street 
 and later enlarged, the school was rebuilt in a slightly  
different position in 1889.  Originally for girls it became  
a mixed school in 1901 for both juniors and seniors.   
The seniors were transferred to Ravens Lane in 1928. 

Alsagers Bank.  Founded in 1839 by Captain Heathcote 
of Apedale Hall, the school was extended in 1870.  It 
became the Infants school in 1901.  Halmer End School.  The building on the left of the  

photo, looking up the High Street is the original school  
built in 1849.  This building became Halmer End Infants 
after the school was enlarged in 1875. 

Ravens Lane School.  The first school building was  
the Day School opening in part of the original Wesleyan 
Chapel.  This building eventually became the school 
hall.  The school was purchased from the Wesleyans in 
1909.  More buildings were added to the school in the 
1920’s to accommodate seniors from Audley and Wood 
Lane.  The school is seen in the centre of the photo.  

Wood Lane School.   
The first school in Wood Lane opened in 1858 in what 
would later become Church Street.  The photo shows  
the new school in Apedale Road built in 1909, with one 
building for infants and one for juniors and seniors.   
The seniors were transferred to Ravens Lane in 1928. 



 

The Broken Love Song 
 

Like children who disregard their toys 
When time its own awakening brings 
We’ve put away our hopes and dreams 
The dear, the sweet, the lovely things. 
 

We never shall recapture quite 
The rapture of our April song 
When we were young and love was new 
When life was good and faith was strong 
 

When I get back God, grant it soon 
We’ll laugh again as much and more 
And find a sweeter song to sing 
Beyond tomorrow’s golden door 
 

But in our love song there will be 
A deeper note, a touch of tears 
An echo of the memory of all 
The lost and lonely years. 
 

This poem was written by an unknown soldier 
defending our country and was sent in by: 
 

 John Brayford 

CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS 
 

I feel his breath upon the wind 
When I am round about 
Especially when I need a friend 
He’s there when I’m in or out 
 

I see the buds when spring is here 
The flowers in the summer time 
In autumn all the trees go bare 
When winters snow and ice appear 
 

Church bells bring us Christmas cheer 
To remind us of Jesus birth 
The star to guide the wise men 
Shepherds flock gathering near   

Angels watch over the tiny child 
And Mary and Joseph too 
Now we can remember what he did for us 
Especially for me and you 
 

God bless everyone. 
                                Edda B Trentham.  

Christmas 
 

Christmas how peaceful it does sound 
The Christmas tree with presents hanging all around 

Pudding-Parties and children cries 
It makes one think of years gone by. 

 

Memories of bygone Christmas cards 
Churches-Cottages-Old Farmyards 

Depicting scenes of England fair 
Surely your thoughts will wander there. 

 

Imagine her there, proud, serene 
The tall church spire like a ghostly queen 
Clothed in her glistening gown of white 

Tall and stately-a wonderful sight. 
 

The bells will ring on this great day 
With a grand old message from far away 

And hymns of praise too, will be sung 
In unison by old and young. 

 

The happy hours by the old Yule fire 
To be relived is our one desire 

To feel secure in the warmth and love 
Granted to us by the Lord above. 

 

It was in Bethlehem this day 
Though centuries have passed away 
A babe was borne in a stable bare 

God alone had put him there. 
 

His word, passed down through scripture pages 
Has given us faith in these dark ages 

So when we say “ Good will to all men” 
Let us whisper an honest “Amen”. 

 

A merry Christmas be of good cheer 
Look Forward to a bright new year 

A year that shall for you and me 
Bring happiness, freedom, prosperity. 

POSTAL WARNING 
It has been reported that a postal SCAM is in  
operation, please be aware.  It appears that a card is 
posted through your door from a company called 
PDS (Postal Delivery Services).   
They claim to have been unable to deliver a parcel 
and ask you to ring 09066611911, this is a premium  
number costing in access of £15 for a call: DO NOT 
RING.  Please contact the Royal Mail Fraud  
department on 02072396655   

Bignall End Beer Festival Success  
Bignall End Cricket Club held their annual Beer Festival  
between Monday 6th and Sunday 12th of November at their 
Club House in Boon Hill Bignall End.  The Bignall End  
festival is now recognised as one of the top beer festivals held 
in this area.  If you like to try different brews of Ale and  
Ciders this is the place for you to come.  As soon as the doors 
had opened guests started to arrive to taste the brews. 
As the week went by more and more people arrived to make it 
a most successful week for the club.  This event relies on 
sponsors from our local businesses to fund the purchase of 
barrels of beer / lager and the club was most grateful to all the 
sponsors. 
The club committee wishes to send a special thank you to Phil 
Grocott, for all his hard work at the event.      



View from the past page 4. 
 

This photograph was taken approximately 
1911 of Scot Hay Corner, looking towards 
Leycett down Crackley Lane.  The man 
standing to the right in the gateway is 
Frederick James Rogerson. 
 

If any of our readers have stored away any 
old photographs, we would love to have a 
copy to use in future issues. 
 

Please contact the Editor 

Roggin Row appeal 
 

We have been asked to make an appeal to 
our readers, has any one got any old  
photographs of Roggin Row Chesterton.  
Please contact the Editor if you can help. 

Hot Food Takeaway 
Appeal Fails 

An appeal against Newcastle under Lyme Borough Council’s decision 
to refuse the application for planning permission for a Hot Food  
Takeaway to be built on land between the Co op Late shop & Chapel 
Car Park, Church Street Audley has been dismissed by The Planning 
Inspectorate. 
 

Some of the reasons shown in the report  for the refusal where as  
follows: 
 

The proposed building would be particularly narrow fronted due to the 
limited dimensions of the site.  It would have a front elevation  
dominated by plate glass windows and a garage type doorway which 
they consider would be utilitarian and of no great architectural merit.   
 

Consequently, it would present a mean, inconsequential structure 
which would be appear to be incongruous in the wider overall context 
of Audley centre and harmful to the visual amenities of the area. 
 

Turning to considerations of crime, disorder and nuisance.  The  
proposed use would be within the central commercial area of the  
settlement where there are several existing fast food outlets, a public 
house and a restaurant.  Policy S11 Of the local plan requires a  
judgement as to how much weight to place on the potential effect of 
crime and disorder as a material consideration but no other guidance 
is given. 
 

The Supplementary Planning Guidance requires the cumulative effect 
of such developments in respect of any nuisance caused. 
We can understand the concerns of the Council and fears of  
local residents about the habit of young people to congregate near 
such facilities and in shopping areas.  We have taken into account the 
appellant’s comments that the number of objectors represents a small 
proportion of the total population but it is the relevance of the  
comments that is the important consideration in planning matters. 
 

Fear of crime is a material planning consideration in this case.   
The views of the local Police are important in such situations as they 
have the duty to ensure the safety of the whole community.  They 
stated that the extent of criminal damage and other incidents in the 
area are such that a special police operation has been mobilised in 
response and that this proposal may worsen the situation in the village. 
There are family homes opposite the site where the interest of their 
residents is to be considered. 
 

The above information contains  just a few relevant sentences 
from the report.  
 

The report also shows that the members of the local community who 
did indeed go to the trouble of filling out an objection application, did 
indeed make a difference to the decision. 
This is a victory of common sense as we are already well served with 
Hot Food outlets in our village.  

CINDER LANE FOOTPATH 
 

The ongoing battle for the alleged footpath in  
Cinder Lane Bignall End, continues.  Staffordshire 
County Council have sent the relevant details to 
the Secretary of State, we therefore have no new 
information and await their decision.   
As soon as any information is available we will 
inform you.     

Audley Library 
Christmas & New Year Opening  

 

Normal hours will continue up to and including  
Saturday 23rd December 2006. 
 

Closed Monday 25th December 
            Tuesday 26th December 
       Wednesday 27th December 
 

Open  Thursday 28th December  9am-1      2-5pm 
               Friday  29th December  9am-1      2-5pm 
           Saturday  30th December  9.30am-1noon 
 
Closed Monday January 1st  2007 
Open   Tuesday January 2nd 2007 9am-1   2-5pm 
Closed     Weds January 3rd  2007 
The Library will then open as normal. 
 
All the library staff would like to wish everyone a 
very Happy Christmas & a prosperous New Year.  

Information required 
We have been asked to appeal to our readers for  
information regarding the old Audley Cinema / The 
Audley Players or indeed any theatre information.  
Do you have any old photographs or documents 
and of course we would love to read your  
memories. 

Please send your details to the Editor or Tele:  
01782 721565.   

Christmas Fayre 
 

16th December 10am to 12 noon. 
 

To be held at Wilbraham House 
(The Old Vicarage Church Street Audley) 



Dear Editor 
Can anyone help?  1920 
Ettie Pemburton (nee Howell) of Lancashire writes to ask if anyone can 
help name the other people in the picture below. 
She says the picture is from her late parents collection and believes it was 
taken somewhere off Wereton Road Audley. 
She also believes it is depicting a group representing an old song. 
The song tells of different family members turning up for the wedding, but 
no bridegroom.  The last line of the song goes “They found him in the river 
with his toes turned up”, can you help? 
The lady standing by the bride with a big lace collar was Ettie’s paternal 
grandmother Mrs Emily Howell ( Fred her husband was killed in the 
Minnie Pit disaster) - she then married widower Tom Sherratt.  The lady 
on the far right was her great aunt Clare Oliver. 
She hopes someone will remember the song, or know the names of the 
others.  Please contact the Editor with any details. 

Dear Editor 
 

Many thanks for the latest edition of the  
magazine, loved every page of it, it brings so 
many memories back.  I can’t imagine all the 
sad things that are going on in the village at 
the present time, I have so many happy 
memories of my teens there.  Dancing at  
Bignall End, Broadmeadow school, the Muni 
at Alsagers Bank and walking back home  
without a care or worry. 
 

I remember the school strike in 1938, I was  
involved and it went on for eight weeks.  I  
remember thinking how good it was not having 
to go to school, but in the end mother had to 
give in and we went to Ravens Lane. 
 

I love to read the poems each issue especially 
the ones that Derek Bates writes, they are so 
enjoyable. 
Anyhow, keep up the good work. 
 

Regards  Dorothy Lovat  Abergele. 

Readers appeal 
Dear readers 
Can any one help with information as to 
the whereabouts of the old Farmer Boy 
pub sign or any old photographs of the 
building, inside or out. 
The present owner is trying to search it’s  
history. 
If you have any details please contact the 
Editor, who will pass them on. 

Readers Letters. 

Dear Editor 
 

In issue 13, I made an appeal for information 
with regards to the whereabouts of a former 
property called Gingerbread Hall. 
I am pleased to say the mystery has now been 
solved.  Spotted in the 13/02/1814 edition of 
the Staffordshire Advertiser. 
To be sold by auction at the Boughey Arms 
Inn, Audley, on the 10/03/1814.  A message 
(in three dwellings) called Gingerbread Hall, 
with gardens, yards and buildings adjoining 
now occupied as a carpenters workshop. 
After checking the 1837 Tithe Map we found 
that Gingerbread Hall was situated at the 
Church Street end of Dean Hollow. 
 

If any of your readers have any details which 
would give further information about  
Gingerbread Hall, please contact the Audley 
Family History Society, or the Editor of ACN. 
Regards  

Pat Spode AFHS 

Parish Footpaths. 
 

I would like to respond to the article in the last issue of the Audley 
Community News about ‘Use your footpaths’.  
The footpath network around the parish is in a fair condition with one 
or two exceptions.  These footpaths are an asset to the community 
and there are health benefits to get out and walk the network of rights 
of way.  However, it seems that there are only a few local residents 
that walk the paths on a fairly regular basis.  The challenge is not to 
get the people to walk the footpaths as the ‘regulars’ already do so.  
The challenge is to get different sectors of the population to get out 
into the countryside.  I have no answers on how this can be done, but 
if any local teachers read this article, perhaps they can take an  
interest.  There is a lot for children to learn about our beautiful  
landscape in this area.  Taking children for walks in the countryside is 
both educational and healthy.  There is much to learn about our local 
history, nature and landscape that can be observed from footpaths. 
As for Cinder Lane footpath, the more footpaths created in the parish, 
the more we improve it for future generations.  The complex British 
law makes it difficult and time consuming to add ‘new’ paths to the 
rights of way network, but it is encouraging to see that at least one 
group of residents wants a right to have access to the countryside. 
Good luck. 

Evan Pedley  Audley. 



Audley  
Designer Dog 

 
 
 
 
 

Professional Grooming Service 
For all Breeds 

Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc. 
 

Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470 
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,  

ST7 8PY   
 

Personal Friendly Service 
 All For Your Dogs Well Being 

Dog 
Care Centre 

Qualified 
Carer  Anti-Social Behaviour Complaint-Vandalism in 

Audley Parish 
 

To the Clerk of Audley Parish Council 
 

I understand from your letter that various acts of vandalism have 
occurred in Audley.  In your letter you explain that the wildlife area 
of Hall Street has been targeted with the life belt and casing being 
damaged.  Bonfires are being lit in the area, local shops have 
been daubed with graffiti and windows have been smashed. 
 

Since receiving your letter I have liaised with Cllr Cornes to  
ascertain more details about the above incidents.  Cllr Cornes has 
made me aware that youths playing football in the area around the 
shops is causing considerable nuisance and the shops that you 
name have most likely been damaged as a result of a football  
hitting the shops.  The Cllr made me aware that all of the incidents 
when they occurred were reported to the Police. 
 

If you become aware of any of the identities of the people who 
have caused the criminal damage to the shops please do contact 
either myself or Staffordshire Police, who can be contacted on 
08453 30 20 10 so that we can look into taking action.  I will be 
liaising with P.C George Heppel who covers the Audley area so 
that he is aware of the problems that you are experiencing in the 
village. 
 

If young people are causing a nuisance through playing football 
we can look into sending out warning letters to them and their  
parents but in order to do this we need to ascertain their details. 
 

I have made Cllr Cornes aware that I will be contacting the Youth 
Service to ascertain if mobile youth provision can be offered to the 
young people of Audley so that they have alternative activities to 
engage in rather than gathering around the retail premises in the 
evenings. 
 

At the Council we have recently appointed a new Business Crime 
Officer, Colin Parr who works with and offers support to local  
businesses in the Borough who have experienced vandalism or 
criminal damage.  If any of the shop owners would benefit from 
Colin visiting them to discuss their issues please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 
 

If you would like any further information or advice please contact 
me on 01782 742203. 
 

Claire Rawlins  Anti-Social Behaviour Officer. 
Civic Offices Merrial Street Newcastle Staffs ST5 2AG. 
 

Information received from Councillor Ian Wilkes. 
 
Congratulations for 50 years. 
 

Margaret and Arthur Clarke of Ravens Lane  
Bignall End, celebrated their 50th wedding  
anniversary on the 22nd September 2006. 
The newsletter would like to pass on their best wishes and 
congratulations to Margaret & Arthur.    

Readers Letters 

 
Doom and Gloom 
 
Dear Editor 
There appears to have been a considerable amount 
of bad publicity in the last issue of the ACN.  More 
than one page was dedicated to the less pleasant 
aspects of living within the village of Audley.  To 
any outsider reading the magazine, Audley may 
appear to be a mini Beirut and on a Friday night, it 
isn’t far from the truth. 
 

Marauding youths gather in Church Street Audley, 
and carry out anti-social behaviour, well into the 
night.  This is a police issue and it needs to be  
confronted by the police.  Audley is becoming the 
lawless Wild West. 
 

The problem is that there are no police resources. 
Police Officers are covering increasingly larger  
areas and on a Friday nights when all this  
vandalism is taking place the police are elsewhere 
dealing with ‘more important’ issues.   
When do we get our Community Officer?    
Will he/she be effective at stopping this bad  
behaviour. 
     

As a final thought, if the police are effective will 
these youths not just move to another area and 
cause trouble.  I am of the old school of thinking 
that only a deterrent will stop bad behaviour. 
           
E.P  Dean Hollow Audley.  



Food For Thought 

The Perfect Fit 
 

Garment Alteration 
& 

Repairs 
Tel: Joanne 

 

(01782) 729169 
 

 

 

We would welcome any of your recipes and cooking 
tips, or it may be a kitchen secret you would like to 
share with our readers. 

Please contact the Editor at the usual address. 

Christmas Cookies 
 

110gm/4ozs unsalted butter, very soft 
150gm/5ozs caster sugar 
1 large egg, lightly beaten 
150gm/5ozs plain flour 
Pinch of salt 
3 tablespoon cocoa powder 
1 tablespoon milk 
40gm/2ozs chopped or flaked almonds 
 

Preheat the oven to 160C/325F/ Gas Mark 3. 
Beat the butter and sugar together until 
creamy.  Gradually beat in the egg.  Sift the 
flour, salt and cocoa into the bowl.  Add the milk 
and almonds and mix well with a wooden spoon. 
Using a heaped teaspoon of mixture for each 
cookie, spoon the mixture in mounds onto well 
greased baking trays, spacing well apart.  Bake 
in the oven for 10-15 mins until firm but not  
coloured.  Allow to cool on the trays for 2mins 
and then transfer to a wire rack to cool  
completely. 
 

Store in an airtight container and eat within 4 
days, or freeze for up to a month. 

Mulled Wine 
 

1 x 75cl bottle of red wine 
1.2 litres/2 pints water 
150gm/5ozs soft brown sugar 
5ml/ 1teaspoon ground ginger 
2 cinnamon sticks, broken into short lengths 
1 orange, chopped and studded with 15 
cloves 
1 lemon sliced 
1 apple, cored and chopped. 
 
Place all the ingredients into a large saucepan, 
then heat gently, making sure you don’t boil the 
wine, to dissolve the sugar. 
Pour into sturdy glasses and serve at once. 

Barbecue Chicken Drumsticks 
 

8 chicken drumsticks 
2 tablespoons tomato puree 
3 tablespoons white wine vinegar 
3 tablespoons honey 
2 tablespoons oil 
1 tablespoon barbecue seasoning 
¼ teaspoon of dried garlic granules (optional) 
2 tablespoons water 
 

Mix together all the ingredients except the drumsticks 
in a large bowl. 
Score the flesh of the chicken and pour the sauce 
over.  If  possible leave to marinate in the fridge for a 
couple of hours. 
Remove the drumsticks and place under a preheated 
grill for 20 to 30 minutes, turning and basting  
frequently until cooked through out. 
These are ideal for party food, just increase the 
 ingredients for more guests. 
Also try using the marinade on spare ribs or chops. 

 
Spicy Parsnip Soup 

 

1 Tablespoon of Olive oil 
1 Large diced Onion 
5 Large diced Parsnips 
920 ml of either Vegetable or Chicken stock (3/4 
cubes) 
1 Tablespoon of medium Curry powder 
Black Pepper/Ground to taste. 
 

Heat the olive oil in a large pan and fry the diced  
onions.  Once they are soft add the diced parsnips & 
ground pepper and fry for 3 to 4 minutes, stirring  
often to stop the vegetables sticking.  Add the stock 
and curry powder and simmer for 25 to 30 minutes 
until the parsnips are tender.  Take off the heat and 
leave to cool.  Pour the soup into a blender and  
puree.  Serve with crusty bread.         Cheryl. 
 

Cooking Tips 
If you place half an apple in a cake tin, your cakes 
will keep fresh for longer. 
Dried fruit will be easier to chop if you put it in the 
freezer for an hour beforehand.       



Audley & District W.I. 
Hello again from the W.I. 
We enjoyed a lovely group outing to Leighton Hall in Cumbria, well worth a visit.  We also had a very good speaker in  
September-life of a Busker – Mr Eric Newton, what a lovely, funny, charming man.  You will probably have seen Eric in  
Newcastle or Hanley, just a couple of places where he busks.  Eric raises money for charity, in fact he ran the London 
 Marathon, whilst playing his clarinet.  He has had a varied life, some ups and downs but a very full life.  If you ever get the 
chance to hear him talk and play make sure you go to see him.  In fact I have applied to be a “Buskers Moll”, I don’t quite 
know what that entails, he says it’s fetching cups of tea, but I haven't told my husband !!.  We all enjoyed our speakers during 
October & November and we are now looking forward to our Christmas Party.  Our party is being held at the Potters Lodge 
(soon to be renamed The Wagon & Horses).  I have already seen the menu and chosen my meal, (the garlic mushrooms are 
to die for).  But seriously if you haven't been recently it’s well worth a visit, you will be very impressed.  Don’t forget the 4th 
Thursday in the month, 7.15pm and the place to be is the St James’ Church Hall.  Everyone would be most welcome. 
I don’t know whether any of you entered the (Count Our Blessings), but we had great fun doing ours, even though we didn’t 
win and it made us think how lucky we are.  Here is a short poem by our lovely Grace Thomas which was part of our entry. 

 

Look Well by Grace Thomas 
Look well - remember those who will never see 

Hear truly - for others a silent world will always be 
Speak kindly - some will never talk 
Step proudly - many cannot walk 

Do not forget when tempted to complain    
These gifts once lost are seldom found again 

So let’s count Our Blessings and in the fellowship find 
That life is good, that life is kind. 

 

P.S  We are off to the new refurbished Audley Theatre, have you been, it’s beautiful, a real credit to the Audley Theatre team.   
 

Finally the W.I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  Anne. 

 

LONDIS CONVENIENCE STORE 
………. best value locally 

 
    In addition to what you’d expect a modern convenience store to stock 
 
    Some thing's you may not know:- 

 
                            ► We stock Car Accessories - from Fuses & Bulbs - to Oil & Antifreeze - we can  
                                  even order Number Plates & Spares for you. 
 

                                                        ► We are agents for DRY CLEANING 
 

                            ► You can rent the latest films on DVD for £2.50/night - a cheap night in! 
 

      ► Need to send a fax or have something laminated? 
 

Then come & see us at 21 Ravens Lane, Bignall End 
Tele: 01782  729113 

Your friendly, village store 

Club Mirror Awards 
 

The newsletter has recently received information that Audley Football Club has been nominated to be in the final four, for 
the awards of Community Club and Family Club of the year in the Club Mirror Awards. 
These awards are specifically for UK based clubs and organisations.  The awards are organised by the Club Mirror which 
is a publication and is distributed to all clubs and pubs throughout the UK.  To be placed in the final four is a real achieve-
ment for a club from a small parish like ours.  The awards evening was held at the Palace Hotel Manchester and the club 
was represented by club chairman Richard Platt.  The host for the evening was Mike Reid (Actor and Comedian) and John 
Francome ( Jockey and Channel 4 racing commentator).  Over 1500 clubs entered, Audley were entered into two  
categories, but unfortunately they didn’t win, congratulations must go to the club for this achievement.       



 Jojo’s 

Dog Grooming Service 

Give Your Dog The Care It Needs 

Clipping Grooming 
Tel: 01782 721735 

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End 
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH 

30 Years Experience 

Jo
jo’

s 

Jojo’s 

 

           PREMIER                   Windows and Conservatories 

“A league above the rest” 
Conservatories 

Windows 
Doors 

 

Indoor Showroom Conservatory 
Sale due to relocation in February 2007 to 
Radway Green, Garden Centre Alsager. 

 

Large indoor showroom 
Opening Times:   

Mon-Fri 10am-5pm / Sat & Sun 12pm-4pm 
Millbuck Way, Springvale Ind Est, Elworth, Sandbach, Cheshire 

Tele: 01270  753466 

Family Values! 
 

Excellent Prices! 
 

All year round! 

Audley Brass 
 

Audley Brass will be performing in their  ‘Christmas Extravaganza’ on  
December 22nd at Alsager Civic Centre starting at 7.30pm. 
 

The band will be playing a number of Christmas classics for your enjoyment. 
There will even be a chance to sing-along as we play many of your favourite 
carols! 
The band will be joined on stage by our special guest singers-the popular 
Philip Cartwright and Helen Young. 
 

Mince pies will be available as the band truly gets into the Christmas spirit. 
 

Tickets are available for £4 in advance and £4.50 on the door.  Children’s 
tickets £1.  Tickets can be purchased by contacting - 01270 651776. 
Get yours today and join us for a fantastic evening of Christmas celebration! 
 
Further information contact: 
 

James Tiller (Publicity Officer) 07891 639389 

What more do they want? 
 

Well we all now know that the Adult Learning Centre / Old 
Council Offices is being disposed of.  
 

BUT? 
Did you know that Newcastle Borough Council have been  
discussing a number of options to increase the land take, to 
make the disposal of the building a more attractive proposal. 
We have been informed that they have proposed to take the land  
between the building and the pavement area at the front of the 
building, therefore taking away much needed parking spaces in 
the village.  They have enquired about the acquisition of the four 
car parking spaces behind the building, which are part of the 
Community Centre car park and then replacing them with extra 
parking on or adjacent to the Millennium Green area.  They 
have also discussed the demolition of the Comrade Hut / Shelter 
to the left of the front of the building, which has now been  
conveniently closed and is in a conservation area.  It has been 
reported that our local Parish council has given support to some 
of the proposals and we are told that they have made a  
suggestion to relocate the Shelter in the car park between the 
Co-op and Kwik Save in Church Street.  What next? 



Wilbraham House Residential Care Home 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. 
 

My name is Sue Cameron and I have just been appointed the Person in Charge for Wilbraham House. 
My working background covers a period of twenty years working in the Care Provider Service.  I have gained 
experience working with Older People Services for Cheshire County Council, Social Services.  I also have  
experience working for Choices Housing Association supporting Adults in the community.  
 

The way forward for Wilbraham House is to implement and maintain Person Centre Care, Offering Privacy, 
Dignity, Independence, Choice, Rights and Fulfilment.  Also ensuring residents have opportunities to gain  
experience from different activities. 
  

Each resident will receive the utmost support and care at Wilbraham House.  Home from Home.  
 

I would like to make an appeal on behalf of the residents at Wilbraham House, for donations for the gardens.  
We would like to upgrade the gardens by having table and chairs for the residents to be able to sit outside  
during the warm months of the year.  We are also looking to provide a bowling green, a sensory garden and a 
vegetable patch.  
The residents are also in urgent need of a piano for their entertainment.  Anyone who can donate a piano please 
contact Sue Cameron at the Care Home, who will then make arrangements for collection .  
 

Wilbraham House aims to try and make the community aware of what services we are able to offer to residents. 
We offer respite for short stays to give families a break, we also offer long stay care. 
Wilbraham House has a number of residents who reside with us who originate from Audley Parish and local 
areas. 
 

Any donations however small would be most welcome, please make your cheques out to (Residents comfort 
Funds) (C/o Wilbraham House) 
 

Kind regards  Sue Cameron. 
 

Heart of Gold 
 

On the 14th September at the Moat 
House Hotel, Newcastle the Sentinel held 
their “OUR HEROES” Award ceremony. 
Local residential care worker Kath Upton is 
seen being presented with her award. The 
award was presented to her by Phil Taylor, 
the worlds No.1 darts player.  Kath has been 
a carer at Wilbraham House for 25 years 
and she is still working in spite of  being 82 
years young.  All the staff love and respect  
Kath and admire her tremendous energy. 
 

Congratulations to Kath from the parish.    

Phil “The Power Taylor” makes presentation. 

TAKE THE STRESS OUT OF XMAS SHOPPING AT AUDLEY NATURAL THERAPY 
 

               Gift Vouchers available             Call 01782 729121   
         £10, £15, £20, £25, £30, £40,     To order some in time 
                         £100 & £150                      for Christmas     

  
Pamper yourself or someone else you care about 

 
 

Phone 01782 729121 to order yours 
 
Treatment Room at 84a Church Street opposite Kwik Save, above Hair Necessities 

 

GIVE THE GIFT 
OF 

RELAXATION 



 

Audley Prize Band 1928. 
 

The band is seen gathered outside the 
bandroom in Dean Hollow. 
 

A Mr Mothershaw formed the band 
just after the First World War.  It was 
first known as Audley Mission Band, 
having connection to the Primitive 
Methodist Chapel.  
 

Later a Robert Herod seen centre of 
picture became the conductor and this 
was when the name was changed to 
The Audley Prize Band.  It is thought 
that musical activities began in 
1902/03.  

A Tribute from Menorca. 
 

So it is a new band room for the Audley Band. 
 

The old room served the Brass Band music for many years, through good times and bad.  It was a ‘tired’ old 
building when I first joined the then Audley Prize Band in the late 1950’s, joining at a time when the band was 
recruiting new players.  Most of the recruits had no playing experience whatsoever, not knowing a crotchet from 
a mouthpiece!  We had to be taught from scratch, we were shown how to hold a strange musical instrument the 
correct way up, how to place our fingers on the valves and then told not to blow our cheeks out.     
 

Percy Bateman was the conductor at that time and when we were able to string a few notes together he would 
beat out the time with a heavy baton on the top of the long wooden musical stand behind which we all sat in a 
row.  This was a time when the band did not have individual music stands and what the old Band Room must of 
thought of the racket I dread to think.  Thanks to Percy Bateman, Vic Johnson, Fred Taylor and many others 
with their teaching skills us young’uns learned to read and play music.    
 

The Band Room was the place that we met twice a week to practise, where we all met before getting on the coach 
to go off to play our concerts in the Stoke-on Trent parks, Newcastle Queens Gardens and many other venues.  
This was also where we spent many hours of practicing our musical skills preparing for and departing to Belle 
View in Manchester for the two competitions we took part in.  Unfortunately returning disappointed without any 
silver ware. 
We also recorded a programme for Radio Stoke, photograph of the event below.  We would  gather at the Band 
Room every Christmas for the annual carol service, touring the local streets hopefully bringing Christmas cheer 
to the people of the parish, returning perished, to count our ‘coppers’,  tanners’ and ‘bobs’ from our collection 
tins. 
 

I always remember the time one winter when the 
old coke fired heating system broke down, we 
froze!  Then there was the time that the roof 
started to leak, our playing being accompanied 
by the sound of dripping water into pans and 
buckets. 
 

The Band Room saw the re-birth of the band in 
the late 50’s and sadly declined ten years later 
when there were times not enough players turned 
up to practice. 
 

Today Audley has a Band to be proud of and it is 
fitting that the Band has a Band Room to be 
proud of.  May the new room serve Brass Band 
music as well and as long as the old one.       
 

Ken Haywood  Menorca.  



The Audley Christian Viewpoint Team 
 

warmly invite you to begin your Christmas celebrations  
at 

 

A Christmas begins right here 
 

with 
 

“Chocolat”, evening 
 

on Saturday December 2nd at 7.30pm 
in St James’ Church Hall Audley 

 

Come and enter into the real spirit of Christmas with us 
meet Andrea Micklewright 

bring your family and friends, enjoy a hot supper, 
some Christmas music 

chocolate fun and games and much more 
 

**************** 
 

Ticket cost £6 and are available mornings (except Weds) 
from the Church Office 

or Tele: Wendy 720381, Barbara 720352 or Judy 626540 
******************  

This photograph shows one of the many 
excellent entries which were on display. 

“Count Our Blessings”.  WOW! 
Well now-were you there?   
The Mayor of Newcastle was!  Did you come?  Sorry, but you missed so many treats if you didn’t.  On October 7th and the 
8th exhibitions where held at the St James’ Church Hall Audley, the New Road Methodist Church Bignall End, the Wood 
Lane and Halmer End Methodist Churches.  These were the places for you to be and see the WONDERFUL,VARIED AND 
TALENTED entries in the “Count Our Blessings” exhibition.  This had been arranged and organised by the Audley  
Christian Viewpoint Team.  Wonderful coffee and cakes with the chance to see literally hundreds of entries.  Pictures,  
paintings, poems, cakes, collages and models of all varieties.  Funny, touching, colourful, imaginative and simply amazing.  
All showing so much love, happiness and bringing out optimism at its best. 
 

Perhaps you know that this event wasn’t really intended to be a money raiser but from a simple Mothers Union idea of  
displaying pennies on the floor, which was added to by the many visitors, concentrated our minds on our blessings and we 
found that we raised quite a bit of money.  With contributions from Ravens Mead & Alsager’s Bank Schools, Audley Rotary 
Club, The Methodist Churches and private donations you can be assured that we shall be funding quite a few FreePlay  
radios, for the children in Africa.  The final amount raised was a staggering £1190.00, this will allow us to provided 35  
FreePlay radios. 
 

Saturday the 7th was judging day, this was no envious task to be presented with.  The judges had a tough time of it.  Mr 
Lloyd Cooke, Director of the Salt Box Christian Centre, Mr Ernie Moulton Editor of the Audley Community News, Mr Paul 
Barrow President of the Rotary Club of Audley, accompanied by his sister Valerie Ann and Judy Thomas a valued member 
of the Christian Viewpoint Team who was the one who thought of the idea in the first place, were asked to do the judging.    
 

Sunday the 8th was presentation day, prizes were presented by Mayor William Sinot and Lloyd Cooke.   
The prize giving was opened with a song, sung by the Richard Heathcoat singers, students of Alsagers Bank School,  
children from the age of 5 were led by choir master Jonathon Farrington, this alone was a blessing to be heard.  
The Winning entries were as follows: 
Individual child under 10 years: Shannon Mee & Amy Mayer  Ravens Mead Primary School 
Individuals child 10-18 years:    A group from the Sir Thomas Boughey High School Halmer End 
Individuals adult:                        Barbara Jackson 
Adult group:                               Monday afternoon bible study group Barbara Willett.              
Well done to all our winners-but really, we think that everyone who entered an exhibit was a winner.   
Counting our blessings and thanking the one from whom they come is always a worthwhile exercise.   



 
 

Quality Styling By 
Qualified Staff 

Specialist on all type of  
Hairdressing 

For your appointments 
 

Tel: 01782 722777 
Open 6 days per week  

 

Mon. Tue. Wed.  9.30 am - 5.00 pm 
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am -  7.00 pm 

Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat  9.30 am - 4.00 pm  

 

Opening Times 
 

Mon – Fri 
8.30 am – 7.00 pm 

 

Saturday 
8.30 am – 4.00 pm 

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T 
Next door but one to the Post Office  

Price List 
 

Hair Cut.          £ 5.50 
 

Kids.                 £ 5.00 
 

OAP.                 £ 3.60 
 

Back & Sides.   £ 4.00 
 

Grade all over.  £ 3.50 
 

Wash & Cut.     £ 7.00 
 

Beard Trim.      £ 1.50  

TIBB STREET  RAVENS LANE 
BIGNALL END SOT 

HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE  

 

 
 
 

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS &  FREEZER  
               ORDERS  VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES 

 

WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE 
 

Tel: (01782) 720737    OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK      
A Very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year to all who supported us in 2006. 

John Jackson 
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs 

Halloween Party 
            

The Millennium Youth Club & The Children of Audley’s Residents Association, held its Halloween Party for the 
Children of Audley, at the Audley District Community Centre on the 30th October.  What a night of fun!  I 
have never seen so many smiling faces, there must have been 80 to 100 children and parents.  They were being 
entertained with a Disco, by master of ceremonies Lee Moss.  This event shows just what community spirit we 
have in our small parish of Audley, people prepared to give time and effort to entertain the kids of the village.  
Food had been provided by members of the Audley &District Residents Association, with the whole event being 
organised and carried out by Barbara, Tricia, Maxine, Lyn, Lee, Brad and many unsung heroes whose names I 
didn't manage to get.  This was a Free night for the kids to be entertained and express the art of face painting 
including dressing up to celebrate Halloween.  Where on earth did all the kids come from?   
 
Forthcoming events in the calendar for the Audley & District Residents Association, on the 9th of December 
between 9am – 2pm to be held at the Audley & District Community Centre a: CHRISTMAS FAYRE. 
There will be Santa / Stalls / Tombola / Raffles and Refreshments available.  All proceeds will go towards the 
Play Area for the children of Audley. 
On the 18th December, Stars In Their Eyes will be held at the Chesterton Workingmen's Club.    



Dennis Cartledge 
 Funeral Directors 

 

Audley Funeral Home 
Ravens Lane Bignall End 

 

Independent Funeral Directors 
Family Business 

 

24 Hour Service 
 

For Further Information: 
Tel: 

(01782) 720719  
Or 

(01782) 720238 
 

When caring & understanding is most needed  

A letter from New Zealand. 
 

Dear Editor 
                  I would like to add my name to the already long list of overseas readers who have sent in their congratulations on 
your fine magazine.  I spent my first 25 years in Bignall End and most of the next 45 in New Zealand so I was very much out 
of touch with village happenings.  However thanks to my cousin, Mrs Nancy Ruscoe, I have read most of your issues.  I  
resolved to write to you after the first few issues, but I’m glad I waited.  They got better and better! 
I was born in Hope Street Bignall End, growing up in the days when the street was crowded with Air Raid shelters and not 
parked cars.  The “Rec”& Diglake were my playgrounds and if I didn’t behave my Grandmother would say that the “Animo 
Bear” would come to get me.  (I had completely forgotten this until I read the article and I really enjoyed the poem).  
Thank you Silvia for the article on Point’s Soldier.  The walk to Miles Green was always a favourite when I was a child  
because of the “Old Soldier”.  In those days he was resplendent in paint.  Years later on a trip back I was most disappointed 
to find an empty space.  I always wondered what had happened to him. 
Cinder Lane was another play area.  I was once taught how to play Marbles by some of the miners from the Rookery who 
used to gather there, no doubt waiting for the Plough Pub to open its doors.  I think a few bets were placed on these games.  
There wasn’t a betting shop in those days.  How can they suggest closing Cinder Lane? 
The Cricket Club (The “Institute”) became a second home when I was tall enough to play on the snooker tables.  I lived in 
awe of the cricketing “greats” of Hope Street.  (The Ikins, Locketts and the Goodwins), but try as I might, I could not gain the 
skills to partake in the game.  However village cricket was great entertainment. 
Your articles & photographs have brought back to life so many of my distant memories and answered many long forgotten 
questions.  For example I often heard my parents talk about Frank Procter and his “Chara”.  I never knew what a Charabanc 
was, let alone what the driver looked like.  Issue 9 sorted out that one.  I have seen so many familiar faces and scenes from 
days long gone. 
I was delighted to see the photo of the three gorgeous young ladies of the Hospital Saturday dance troupe.  Two of these 
were to become my cousins by marriage and they always made a big impression on a very impressionable eight year old. 
I have been away from the UK. for so long that I almost lost the sense of “belonging”.  Thank you so much for reminding me 
that Bignall End and Audley was once my home. 
I look forward to further trips down “memory Lane”.  Keep up the good work!! 

Philip Sheldon  Katikati, Bay of Plenty, New Zealand.     

Sid & Alma Wedgwood 
 

We have been asked to appeal as to the whereabouts of Sid & 
Alma Wedgwood who have moved into the parish, formerly of 
Basford.  Howard Cartlidge a former neighbour of Basford 
Park Road wishes to make contact.   
To contact Howard: 

Tele 01782 616029.   

Audley Health Centre. 
There is very little to report on the construction on our new 
health centre in Church Street Audley.  All reports say that all 
is going well and the installation of the windows and internal 
doors are well on their way. 
As soon as this is completed the internal section of the  
building will then be installed.  We will let you know as soon 
as we receive any more details. 

Speed Reminder. 
 

A number of readers have commented about the speeding  
traffic on our parish roads and have shown concern about the 
lack of speed enforcement signs around the parish.    
After travelling through other districts they commented that 
they were reminded quite often of the speed restriction on 
their roads.  Would it be possible for our Parish Council to 
look into the possibility for more signs to be erected? 

The Newsletter cannot be held responsible for 
any inaccuracies in the contents in this  
Magazine.  All information was taken in good 
faith as to the accuracy and published with good 
intent.   



Swan Cricket Team 
photo issue 13. 
Correction it was Harold 
Mayer not Harry Mayer. 
My apologies go to Harry. 

 
Recently unearthed 
photograph of the  

 

Halmer End  
Athletic Football 
Team 1895-1896. 

 
The Halmer End  
Athletic Football team 
played on the field  
opposite to where the 
Minnie Row Chapel 
stood, this has now 
been converted into a 
home.    

It was reputed that the 
player J Brockley 
would walk to Crewe, 
just to get a game of 
football.  

Ravens Lane School Football Team 1933 / Double Trophy Season 
 

Back Row 
Vic Johnson Jack Mcellin, Jim Hancock, Harry Webb, Walter Stubbs, Arthur 
Forster 
 

Centre Row 
Bill Wright, Tom Birkin, George Taylor, Bert Shenton ( Teacher), Albert  
Egeley, Ossie Hancock, 
 

Front Row 
Norman Roberts, Wilf Hancock, Horace Eardley 
 

The Cup was for The Inter Schools League Cup, the Medals were awarded for the 
Halmer End Cup Final which was played on Townfields football field Audley. 

Outdoor Bowls News 2006. 
 

Audley PBC No1 team 
finished in 4th position in the 
Staffs Parks Div 1 league and 
4th in Div 2 of the Sandbach 
league.  Their only success 
coming as runner’s up in Div 
1 of the Newcastle Mid Week 
league. 
 

The Saturday Mixed League 
were Division 2 Champions 
and now move up to Div 1. 
 

The Audley Ladies Bowling 
Team once again had an  
excellent season. 
 

Halmer End BC had a mixed 
season, with their No1 team 
in Div 1 Newcastle Mid Week 
League unfortunately being 
relegated.  Their Sandbach 
Team ended up 3rd in Div 3 
winning £70 and their  
Saturday Staffs Parks Team 
also finished mid table. 
If you wish to play bowls 
the season starts at the end 
of March 2007.  



Audley Football Club 
 

Audley Football Club will be staging it’s 6th popular Beer Festival from the 19th February 2007 to the 25th. 
Opening times will be as follows : Monday to Friday 7pm-midnight.  Saturday 12noon-midnight.  Sunday 12noon-4pm.   
Everyone will be most welcome, no admittance charge, however no admittance will be welcome after 11pm. 
Audley Football Club is situated in Old Road Bignall End and is close to a regular bus route.  
There will be at least 35 Beers & Ciders to test your palate and all will be priced at £1.80 per pint. 
This is a sponsored event to help raise funds for the club to enable them to provide the much needed football facilities, for 
the local children from around the Audley parish. 
We appeal to the general public to attend the event, or if you could sponsor one or part of a barrel we would be most  
grateful.  If your company wishes to sponsor the event you can get all the details by contacting: 
Kelvin Chell tele: 01782 720291 mob: 07742688047 anytime. 
The Beer Festival has had great success over the past few years, but let us try and make this one the best to remember.  
 

Bonfire Night Brings success to Football Club. 
 

Once again Audley Football Club held its Bonfire night celebrations, in the grounds of the club house.   
Saturday the 4th of November saw in excess of 1000 adults and children gathered to see the lighting of the Bonfire &  
fireworks display.  The firework display which had been organised by the Football Club, was provided by Nemisis Fireworks 
from Hough Nr Crewe, who have served us proud for a number of years. 
The night was a huge success once again, yet another excellent community event for the Football Club and the parish of 
Audley. 
We estimate that the club will make in the region of £2000 profit from the event. 
The real ale was supplied by our local producer Townhouse Brewery of Audley, who did the club proud with 5 fine brews.  
We are sure that all who attended had good value for money on the night.  
The main good point of the night was it passed by safely with no reported occurrences.  Kelvin Chell.  

WOOD LANE CRICKET AND SPORTS CLUB 
 

CONGRATULATIONS CHAMPIONS! 
 
Let’s pay tribute to and congratulate Wood Lane Cricket Club for an outstanding summer in the 1st  
Division of the North Staffordshire & South Cheshire Cricket League. 
 

Their season’s record reads as follows:  Played 22   Won 13   Drawn 4   Lost 4 
 

The club, under the leadership of their captain, Jamie Jervis, achieved a total points score of 364, which was 98 points 
ahead of the team in second place.  Wood Lane became champions of the division with more than three weeks left of the 
season to play. 
 

An excellent team spirit together with many first class performances from all the team were the key recipe for success.  This 
combined with the personal performance of the club’s professional, Gagandeep Singh, who took more wickets than  
anyone else in the division.  It will be a tough task to replace him next year. 
 

All this means is that, after many years of hard work and effort by a great number of people for the first time in its history the 
club has gained promotion to the League’s Premier division.  We now look forward to playing alongside the likes of Audley 
and other larger clubs next season. 
 

All this has been achieved because, more than ever, the club has had to rely on the good nature and support of a  
committed band of volunteers.  The volunteers drawn by and large from the local community.  Together with tremendous 
support from not only the players themselves, but also the village community it serves.  The club is delighted to see that 
membership is rising and the clubhouse itself is being increasingly used and open for business. 
 

If you haven’t yet experienced the club’s hospitality, Chairman Mike Tudor says “please come along and  join us.  You will 
be made most welcome in an atmosphere of friendship and fellowship. 
We serve a wide range of drinks, together with a good selection of traditional ales in our clubhouse. 
We look forward to seeing you”!    

 

 Megacre Wood Lane Sot Staffs. ST7 8PA Tele: 01782 721458 
 

President John Franklin  Chairman Mike Tudor  Secretary Peter Carney  Treasurer Geoff Feltbower.    



 Cycle link with Alsager.  
 

Readers may already be aware of the proposal to get a safe cycle path between Alsager and Audley.  Currently the only way 
to travel between the two villages is by car in the absence of any public transport or a safe route suitable for pedestrians,  
cyclists and horse riders.  People, who for many reasons have no option to drive a car, cannot independently travel between 
Alsager and Audley.  They have no access to the Alsager railway station for their travel needs, the selection of shops /  
market / work / schools, including various sports and other amenities.  People without their own transport are also deprived 
from social contact with family and friends.  The idea to generate a safe cycle pathway fits in with the international, national 
and local government policy on encouraging a reduction in CO2 emissions also increasing exercise levels. 
 

The idea is very popular in Audley and Alsager.  Over 375 people expressed their support in the two weeks that the idea was 
publicised.  Four people have volunteered their opposition to the idea.  Understandably these are all landowners or tenant 
farmers whose land would be affected if the proposed path were to be used.  Some of these are non residents in the area.  
Some residents farmers have either expressed or implied their support for the proposal.  The opposers concerns have been 
represented in a proposal sent to Suntrans.  Suntrans are a charitable organisation who are co-ordinating the development of 
the national cycle network and are trying to identify projects which they could support in association with local working parties.  
We hope to set up a working group, whose role would involve liaison with local government, business & community  
organisations, publicity, possibly funding and of course Sutrans if they are able to support this proposal. 
Supporters: If you would like either to express your support or you would be able to be involved in the working party please 
let us know.  It would be helpful if you would include your name, contact details, address and if relevant the organisation you 
represent including the number of people you represent (include the number of people in your house or group who would 
benefit from the cycle path). 
Objectors: Objections communicated to us by Thursday 26th October 2006 have been represented in the proposal, as the 
deadline for posting was the following day.  The later written objections were consistent with the early ones and in effect have 
therefore been represented.  The working party will consult the objectors when appropriate.  Beyond this, as proposers of the 
idea, we cannot represent your interests any further and suggest that you express any further objections when we contact you 
and if we reach the stage of planning application.  We will behave in a civilised and amicable manner during any discussions.  
We were very disappointed at some of the reasons given by the  objectors, in writing and verbally for their objections for a  
cycle path to be built.  This prejudice is unjustified, not withstanding the fact that some of the concerns raised were valid, but 
not insurmountable with a constructive and cooperative approach.  We wish to assure the objectors that we respect the  
countryside and the people who maintain it. If you intend to have a co-ordinated group, please let us know the contact details 
of the spokes person.   
 

Contact details:       Maggie + Tim Babb c/o 31 Nantwich Road Audley ST7 8DH.  cyclepath@orange.net    
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Bignall End  

M6 road widening? 
 

Audley residents were invited to appear on Radio 4’s 
popular “You and Yours” programme.  Residents and 
farmers living alongside the motorway were asked if 
they would like to comment on how they would be  
affected by the government’s proposal to widen the 
M6 motorway.  The programme was aired on the 25th 
October and featured a dairy farmer from Stone  
concerned that taking even more of his land would 
cripple his business.   
A spokesperson from the Highways Authority said that 
they would be comparing the environmental and  
financial costs to the need for widening.  The reporter 
was appalled by the noise and pollution alongside the 
motorway. 
 

Andy Dobson a professor from Keele University,  
asserted that by widening roads they simply fill up and  
alternative solutions could be taken. 
 

Newcastle Borough Council are expected to produce a 
statement this month about their stance on the  
proposal which are estimated to cost a minimum of 
£3.9 billion pounds . 

Washing tips from an Old Parish Magazine 1930’s   

To wash flannel trousers. 
If a cupful of paraffin is put in the dolly tub when washing 
flannel trousers it will fetch oil marks out.  If another  
cupful of paraffin is put in the second lot of soapy water the 
flannels will be nice and soft to iron. 
 

Whatever you do don’t let your husband air them in front 
of the fire. 



Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd 
 

High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ 
 

Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants 
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.  

Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc. 
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area. 

 
Tel: 01782 720212      Fax: 01782 722089 

 

http://www.rileyw.co.uk            Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk 

WR 

     THE BORDER HISTORY FAIR HELD IN AUDLEY 
14TH OCTOBER 2006 
 

Border History is a Society made up of smaller societies involved in some 
way with Family or Local History, this year Audley was asked to host the 
event and the Audley Family History Society took on the challenge, not 
without some apprehension it must be said!    

More than 20 groups were invited to share the day, not all Family or Local 
history groups but associative groups with connecting interests.  There was 
the Apedale Heritage Centre, Chatterley Whitfield Mining Museum, the N. 
Staffs Railway Group, Parish Registers, Archive Groups, Sir Thomas 
Boughey High School and many more.  All were more than happy with the 
organisation and events.  
 

We arranged the day so that we used two halls, the Pensioner’s Hall and  
St. James’ Church Hall.  This presented a few problems, not insurmountable though.  We had to borrow tables 
from three venues, but Barry James ,with trailer and his band of willing helpers, fetched and carried from Halmer 
End School, Bignall End Cricket Club & the Audley Community Centre.  At the end of the day they did it all 
again in reverse order!! 
 

The day got off to a good start with the Church bells ringing for three quarters of an hour and throughout the day 
the halls were very busy.  We estimated that 290 people had passed through the doors which had exceeded  
numbers from last year’s Fair. 
 

The Church itself was opened and three invited speakers attracted a good audience, there was an average of 50 
people who sat down to listen to each one.  The speakers themselves were pleasantly surprised at the response 
and the Society was thrilled to have encouraged so many. 
 

Excellent refreshments were provided by the ladies of the Society and the amount raised helped to pay for  
expenses, speakers and donations and we still made a profit for our Society. 
 

We felt that we had had a most successful day and proved that a little village like Audley was more than capable 
of taking on the challenge of hosting a big event.  Many made complimentary comments, many came to know of 
Audley’s existence for the first time and many, we hope, will visit again.   

St James’ Church Hall 

Audley Millennium Green Trust 
 

Would you like to help to maintain the areas around the Millennium Green, we are looking for volunteers.  No 
experience is required, just turn up at the Audley & District Community Centre car park between 10am-12noon 
on any of the dates shown below, or for further details please contact:  Neil Blackwood Tele 01782 723877.  

December 10th 2006 January 13th 2007 February 11th 2007 



To use this service you 
must put your repeat 
slip in the:  
box at the pharmacy 

THE SWAN INN 
BIGNALL END 

 

Chapel Street Bignall End Sot. 
Tel: 01782 720622 

 

6 Real Ales 
 

4 Traditional Ciders 
 
 

Quiz Nite Monday 
+ 

Play Your Cards Right £200.00 Jackpot 
 

Sarah & Carl wish all of their customers 
A Very Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year. 

Woodhouse Farm Wood Lane Appeal. 
 

An appeal for information or old photographs has been 
made to the newsletter with regards to Woodhouse 
Farm Wood Lane. 
 
We have obtained the inventory of the sale of the farm 
in 1713, but would appreciate photographs from the 
past.  Please contact the Editor.   

Newcastle Garden 
Machinery 

 

REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING 
All Types of Gardening Equipment. 

 

Free Collection & Delivery Service. 
 

 
KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE 
NANTWICH ROAD   
AUDLEY 

                                                      
 

TEL: 01782 723131 
MOB:  07754 456759 

Ride-ons,Rotavators  
Hedgecutters,Strimmers 
Lawnmowers & More. 

AUDLEY GARDENERS CLUB 
 

Audley Gardeners Club meets on the last Friday of the 
month at 7.30pm, in the Pensioners Hall, Church Street 
Audley.  There are a variety of lectures, talks and  
competitions throughout the year with a summer outing to  
a topical destination. 
New members are very welcome. 
Further information is available from the Chairperson –Mrs 
Betty Cartwright on 01782 722107 Or the Secretary Mr Ian 
Llewellyn-Hammond     Tele: 01782 722756. 

COUNCILLORS 
ADVICE SURGERIES 

COUNCILOR   
ANDREW WEMYSS  

Tel. (01782) 723117 
 andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 

*************************************** 
COUNCILLOR  

DYLIS CORNES  
Tel. (01782) 720289 

 dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk 
************************************ 

COUNCILLOR 
IAN WILKES  

Tel. (01782) 722343 
***************** 

Please contact one of the above persons for  
any information regarding Council matters. 



 

Services at St James Audley 
 
 

In addition to our normal program you are  
especially invited to the following events at  
St James and St John’s.  All services are in 
 the respective churches unless indicated  
otherwise. 
 
 

17th December 
Christingle and Christmas Praise 
10.45 am 
 

17th December  Carols By Candlelight 
6.30 pm 
 

24th December  Crib Service 
3.30 pm 
 

Holy Communion 
11.30 pm 
 

25th December 
Family Communion 
10.00 am 
 

Services at St John’s Alsagers Bank 
 
 
 

26th November  130th Anniversary Service of 
First Service held in the church 3.30 pm 
 

10th December  Memorial Service 
3.30 pm 
 

24th December  Carols by Candlelight 
7.00 pm  

Nancy Ruscoe (nee Evans). 
 

Sadly on the 12th September 2006, Nancy Ruscoe, (nee Evans) of Hall 
Street Audley, passed away.  Mrs Ruscoe who recently celebrated 50 years 
of being involved with The Audley & District W.I, died suddenly in the City  
General Hospital and was aged 85.  Nancy leaves a daughter Eileen, son-in-
law Barry and grand children Sean & Alexandra and the love of her life great 
grand daughter Katie.   
 

Mrs Ruscoe was a big supporter of the Audley Community News and as the 
Editor I had often called at her home to see and use some of the old  
photographs that she so treasured.  There was always a kind word of  
gratitude and she would often thank me for the memories that the Newsletter 
had brought back to her.  I was also aware of the number of copies of the 
Newsletter which she posted to her friends throughout the world.  Mrs  
Ruscoe will be sadly missed by her family and her many friends throughout 
the world.  Please accept our condolences from the Newsletter.        
The funeral was held at The Methodist Church New Road Bignall End on the 
19th September 2006.    

Dennis Litchfield 
 

Aged 84 Dennis Litchfield of Heathcote Road Miles Green 
has sadly passed away.  The funeral was held at St. James’ 
Church Audley on the 13th October 2006. 
 

To his family and friends please accept our condolences. 

Audley Methodist Church New Road Bignall End 
Audley Methodist Church invite you to the following.  Please come and join 
us, a warm welcome awaits you. 
 

Sunday 10th December-A celebration of Christmas at 6.00pm with 
‘Make Way for Christmas’. 
 

Saturday 16th December-Join us for coffee & mince pies in the Church Hall 
between 10.30am & 12.30pm. 
 

Sunday 17th December-We welcome you all to our Nativity Service at 
10.30am and our Carol Service at 6.00pm. 
 

Sunday 24th December-A special Christmas Eve storytime at 4.00pm with 
Rev’d Jenny MacGregor. 
 

Monday 25th December-We celebrate the birth of Jesus with  
morning service at 9.30am with Rev’d Jenny MacGregor. 

Kathleen Letman 
 

We were sorry to hear of the death of Kath Letman of Hope 
Street Bignall End.  The funeral took place at the Audley 
Methodist Chapel on Thursday 9th November.  Kath who was 
aged 83 was a great supporter of the newsletter and will be 
sadly missed by her family, friends and neighbours. 
Please accept our condolences. 

Future Issues. 
If you wish to place a message in the Newsletter, please send 
them to the Editor or you could telephone the Editor at: 

 

23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot St7 8QL Tel 01782 721565. 

Margaret Beckett  
(nee Madew), of Ravens Park Bignall End sadly 
passed away on the 6th of November 2006.   
Margaret who was aged 85, leaves a daughter Tricia, 
son David, four grandchildren and four great grand 
children.  Margaret was so well known for her   
involvement in providing a helping hand when and 
where ever needed.  She would often be seen at the 
local sports clubs & village gatherings, serving teas 
and her excellent home made cakes. 
Margaret was a wonderful lady, who would always 
have a kind word and will be sadly missed by family 
and friends.  Please accept our condolences. 

Audley & District Community Centre 
Car Boot / Table Top Sale 

 

Saturday  January 27th 9am till Noon. 
Saturday  February 24th 9am till Noon 

Saturday March 31st 9am till Noon.  
 

For further details Contact 01782 723469 



Five young Sunday School teachers from Audley Central 
Methodist Sunday School who held their meetings at 
Ravensmead School.  Seen left to right are Eileen Mcquire, 
the late Anne Hick, Joan Evans, Mary Reeves and Leona 
Ainsworth.   

Photo of Sunday School Staff. 
Len Riley who was the Sunday School Superintendent is 
seen on the third row second from left. The Reverend  
Costain who was the Church minister in the late fifties  
to early sixties is seen on the back row on the right. 

The above photograph shows a joyous occasion in the Church calendar, a Sunday School outing to Trentham Park in the late 
fifties to early sixties.  In those days the Sunday School outings were to Trentham Park, Crewe Park, Alton Towers etc. on a 
Sunday afternoon.  The old Central Methodist Church was situated in Old Road Bignall End and stood next to Ravens Mead 
School where two semi detached houses now stand.  Our new Church now stands in New Road Bignall End and was built on 
to the rear of the old Sunday School which can be seen from Old Road Bignall End opposite the Ravens Mead School.   

The Old Methodist Church demolished in 1976 The New Methodist Church New Road Bignall End 



The Rotary Club of Audley 
 

Christmas is fast approaching and it’s the busiest time of the year for the Rotary Club. 
 

We are again running our ‘Tree of Light’ fund-raising event and the lights will be switched on  at 7 PM on 1st 
December.  Please come along and join in the fun.  As usual, donations in remembrance of a loved one can be 
made by completing one of our forms which will be circulating around the villages and a copy can be found 
inside this magazine.  Yet again, all profits will be donated to the Donna Louise Trust. 
 

Santa will be on his way very soon! Dates for your diary are: 
 

4th December  -    Waterhayes 
5th December  -    Red Street and Crackley and Waterhayes 
8th December  -    Madeley Heath and Betley 
11th December  -    Madeley 
12th December  -    Scott Hay, Alsagers Bank, Halmer End and Miles Green  
13th December  -    Wood Lane 
14th December  -    Bignall End 
15th December  -    Audley 
 

Start times will be around 5.30 PM. 
 

Santa will also be in Audley village on Saturday 16th December. 
 

The schools are back for a new year and so we are starting to work with Chesterton, Sir Thomas Boughey and 
Madeley High Schools.  A number of us helped Madeley High with their Industry Day on 24th November and as 
usual it was a very enjoyable day.  
 

We had a very enjoyable evening at the ‘Evening Spice’ in Madeley on 20th November and raised a 
considerable sum towards our funds for International causes.  A big ‘thank-you’ yet again to the ‘Evening 
Spice’ for their generosity. 
 

On the social side of things, we are through to the next round of the Rotary Ten Pin Bowling and the next round 
of the Table Tennis.  Sadly, we lost in the final of the Rotary Cricket competition. 
 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year, from all at the Rotary Club of Audley and thank you for your 
continuing support. 
 

Neil Ginnis 
 

Rotary Contacts 
 

Public Relations: Neil Ginnis   (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net) 
Secretary:  David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net) 

   “For All Occasions” 
  Florist & Gifts 

 

80A Church Street Audley S-O-T Tel: 01782 720060  
Bouquets...Cards...Gifts...Teddies...Balloons 

 

Wedding & Funeral Specialists At Competitive Prices           
     

We would like to wish all of our customers a very merry Christmas & a Happy New Year 
 
 

Please remember to order your Christmas wreaths & Bouquets   
 

Order early for Christmas Eve deliveries. Tele 01782 720060 



                        News & Gifts 
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA 

Tel: 01782 720323 

Extensive range of Xmas 
Gifts & Cards 

 
Why pay for parking in the city 

When you can get all your Christmas 
Needs here in Audley. 

 
High quality at competitive prices! 

S T A F F O R D S H I R E N W 

P N B G E D Y J K I O E Q A J 

Y E O I T X A L E R R P W Y S 

H S L I F E W K S M H M R O F 

J E C Z T R U N B Y R A G L I 

U R X A U A U D L E Y P N A T 

R P R E W G X P L A Y I I H F 

T P E R F E C A T R I G P E G 

E W E V V W E L L B E I N G W 

D R E F J U Q A X E V F L L R 

G S T R E S S Y Y E R T S A A 

D H N M T E R R J K U L A C C 

F E N J O Y O U R S Q U W H V 

G N A C H F T I M B R L K E B 

G T R U I J K L D H B X S D S 

Audley Natural Therapy Wordsearch 
Win a £50 Gift Voucher entries must be in by 31/01/07  

Find and circle the following words 
in the puzzle to the left which may  
appear forwards or backwards and 
horizontally, vertically or  
diagonally. 
STAFFORDSHIRE    LIFE    
STRESS    RELAXATION    
GIFT    PRESENT    PAMPER    
AUDLEY    WELLBEING    
ACHE    ENJOY 
Copy / cut out or photocopy your  
completed wordsearch entry and send to 
Audley Natural Therapy, 84a Church 
Street, Audley, Staffs, ST7 8EE. with 
your name and address.  The first  
correct entry drawn will receive a gift 
voucher worth £50.00 to exchange for 
treatment at Audley Natural Therapy. 
To use the voucher you must be 18years 
plus, there is no age limit on entries as it 
can be transferred to someone else.  

Audley Natural Therapy Competition September Issue 
 Winner Jackie Hall of Boon Hill 

Sam’s Christmas Quiz 
 

1. “Look to the future now it’s only just begun” is a line 
from which Christmas song? 

2. Who sang the song “All I want for Christmas” in the 
year 2000? 

3. One of the most loved Christmas books read is a 
Christmas Carol.  Who wrote it? 

4. In “The Twelve Days Of Christmas”, how many ladies 
dancing were there? 

5. Which space craft went missing on Christmas Day 
2003? 

6. Who has had the most Christmas number ones ? A) 
Elvis Presley. B) The Beatles. C) The Spice Girls. 

7. What vegetable is traditionally left for Rudolph on 
Christmas Eve? 

8. What are Frosty the Snowman’s eyes made out of? 
9. What was Rudolph not allowed to play? 
10. Name all of Santa’s reindeers? 
11. What is the last day of Christmas called? 
12. At Christmas time, it is traditional to exchange kisses 

beneath a sprig of which plant? 
 

15 years and under to enter our CHRISTMAS QUIZ. 
WINNER Will receive either: 

£20 HMV voucher or a £20 Book voucher 
Send your entry in by 25th January 2007 to the  

Editor ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL 
Please give your Name / Address / Tele Number if possible. 



Audley Health Centre 
Opening Times 

 

Monday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Tuesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

           Wednesday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00                  

              Thursday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

  Friday  8.30-1.00       2.00-6.00 
 

Saturday Closed 
 

Surgery Telephone Number (01782)  721345 
********************************************************************************************************* 

(Emergency Telephone Number (01782)  720201) 
(NHS Direct 0845 46 47 Available 24 Hours)  

What’s going on around our Parish.  
Audley Parish Forthcoming  Events Page. 

Editors appeal! 
Would the person who kindly sent in the photograph of Mr 
Brough, of Great Oak used in issue 13, please contact the 
Editor.  01782 721565. 

YOGA Classes 
Richard Heathcote SchoolAlsagers Bank 

2007 Sessions start on Jan 9th. 
 

Cost £4 per session / 10% discount if term is paid in advance.  
Times:  6.30pm to 8pm.  Tuesday Evenings.  

 

Details contact Deb: Tele 01782 720129 mob 0776524655 
Email: mumauden@aol.com 

Weekly Auction Held 
Audley Workingmen's Club 

 

Every Thursday Evening 
Viewing is from 6pm-7pm 

 

Auction starts 7pm  

Youth Club  
 

Audley Methodist Church 
 

Kids from 7 to 11’s  
 

6pm -7.15pm 
Admission 50p includes a drink. 

Christmas Fayre 
Children of Audley Residents Association 

 

Audley & District Community Centre 
 

Saturday 9th December 9am-2pm 
 

Santa / Stalls / Tombola / Raffles 

Tree of Light 
1st December 2006 

 

Audley Rotary Club will be holding this annual event 
at the Audley Library 

 

All funds raised from this event will be donated to the  
Donna Louise Trust.  

Audley Theatre Hall Street Audley 
 

Next Production 
Ali Baba & The Forty Thieves 

By David Swan. 
 

Wednesday January 24th - Saturday January 27th 2007 
Wednesday January 31st - Saturday February 3rd 2007  

 

FUN, FROLIC & FANTASY  To chase away the winter blues. 
Ticket / information Tele 01782 either (720708) or (721588) or (723556) 

Audley Football Clubs Beer Festival 
 19th Feb to 25th Feb 2007 

Mon-Fri 7pm-midnight  Sat-12noon-midnight  Sun 12 noon to 4pm. 
 

35 Beers & Ciders £1.80 per pint. Details Kelvin Tele 01782 720291 

Local Astronomical Society 
For details contact Duncan Richardson  
Tele: 01782 723372 Mob 07752042688 

                www.northstaffsas.co.uk 



Where you can find the Newsletter 
A Merry Christmas & many thanks to our outlets. 

 

AUDLEY POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB 

ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE 
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE  LIBRARY 

AUDLEY CO-OP STORE 
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS 

BIGNALL END CRICKET CLUB 
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE 

BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP 
CASTLE STORE HALMER END 

FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP 
HALMER END POST OFFICE 

HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY 
HALMER END WMC 

HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY 
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE 

LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END 
MILES GREEN GARAGE 

PREMIER FINANCIAL SERVICES CHURCH ST AUDLEY 
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP 

PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSE 
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE BIGNALL END  

COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES 
 

COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN 
 

Tel: (01782) 729163 
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS 
Tel: (01782) 720506 

 

COUNCILLOR ANN  BEECH 
Tel: (01782) 722847 

 

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL 
                10.00 am –11 am.  Second Saturday of the month.  

 

       WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE 
        APEDALE ROAD 
        10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month. 

G K MOTORSPORT 
                          CHESTER ROAD CHESTER ROAD   

AUDLEY SOT 
 

Tel: (01782) 721292 
mobile: 07771533944 

MOT FAILURES 
FREE ESTIMATES 

BACK-
CHESTER 

ROAD 

GENERAL 
AUTO REPAIRS 

Fast Efficient 
Service 

Excellent 
Quotes   

Pre MOT 
Inspection 

EDDIE MEL 

ANN 

Home Visits 
By 

Appointment 

 

www.audley.net 
 

For village events,  
family history,  

Rotary information 
 

Also for your very 
own local  

 

E-mail address. 

TO ADVERTISE 
‘Call’ 01782 721565 “Thank you” 

Bruce Furnnell write to thank Mrs Ada Jackson  
of Lytham St Annes for the information needed to 
continue in his quest to find information about his 
family tree. 

Wanted Old Post Cards. 
Nigel Hancock is a collector of Post Cards from 
around the Staffordshire and South Cheshire area. 
If you have any for sale he may be interested to 
purchase them. 
 

Tele 01270 873945 

 

Wood Lane Christmas 
Fayre 

 
Will be held at the: 

 
Wood Lane  

Community Centre 
 

On Saturday 2nd December 2006 
 

From 1pm to 4pm 
 

Everyone is welcome. 



May we wish all our clients a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year 



MILES GREEN GARAGE 
MOT TESTING STATION 

HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT 
 

PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS 
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 

BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT 
 Tel: (01782) 720333 

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS 
 

TYRE  STOCKIST  
WHEEL BALANCE   

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 TIMING BELTS  
FITTED TO ALL 

MAKES & MODELS EXHAUST FITTING 
BAY  

 A Very Merry Christmas 
& 

Happy New Year 
To all who supported us 
throughout 2006 (Craig) 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY 
JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’ 

Tel: (01782) 720333 
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk   

 Emergency 
07780505191 

 

Audley Plumbing  
&  

Heating Services 
 

Corgi Registration  
Local Family Business 

For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs 
 

 

Fast Efficient Friendly 
Service 

 

35 Years Experience 
No Job To Small 

 

Bathroom suites Replaced 
 

      All Work Guaranteed 
Contracts Undertaken 

      Private & Commercial  
 

We Service Heating Systems. 
With the cost of energy escalating let us   
make sure yours is working efficiently. 

To all who supported us through 2006 
A Merry Xmas & Happy New Year 

24 Hour Emergency Call 
Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate  

 

Horsleys  
63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs 

Logs for 
Sale 

Logs for 
Sale 

We will supply 
all your gardening 

needs 

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware 

         Tel: 01782 /720507  
     ‘Free’ Local Deliveries 

Call in and see our  
extensive range of  

DIY Goods 
Paints, Wood, Glass, 
Nails & Adhesives  

Fishing Tackle  
Pet Food, Horse Feed 

We have a selection of 
‘Fancy Goods’ 

Extensive choice of 
Household items 

Christmas Decorations 

 

Winter Fuels In Store 
Logs 
Coal 

Paraffin 


											Clive Millington

