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Welcome to 2006 with Audley Community News.
Dear readers,
It may be late but a very Happy & Prosperous New Year to all our readers, from the
news team and a very special one from myself.
I do hope you all enjoyed your festivities over the last few months and that everyone is back to their normal
daily chores. We do have to thank the ones who continued to provide us with the services throughout the
festive season and a special thanks to the ones who provided us with those lovely Christmas feasts.
Well it’s back to 2006 with your Audley Community News, I do so hope that you all enjoyed the past twelve
months of news and information. Last year was a turning point for us at the newsletter and we now look
forward to 2006 with a bounce in our steps. I know I have said it before but it is so rewarding to receive all
those kind comments from you the readers and of course all your donations have certainly helped us to get
through the year financially.
We will try to bring you as much of the local news as we possible can, this is where you can help by letting us
know about the news that is happening throughout the parish. Just contact the Editor at the usual address 23
Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL or telephone 01782 721565.
The transport section in issue 9 has certainly brought some comments from our readers, we have had a
number of letters which can be found inside the newsletter and we would welcome more information,
especially about Pooles Coaches and if possible photographs.
The news team is also open for suggestions for articles that can be included, that may be of interest to our
readers. Please keep sending in your photographs / information / poems / rhyme / and recipes, all have been
most welcome. If you have an interest which we do not cover and you think it may be of interest just
contact the Editor.

Audley Health Centre
In January this year, the Audley Health Centre transferred its practice facilities from the Church Street
Audley location, to the new temporary one which has been constructed next to the Audley Cricket field in
Nantwich Road. A few weeks ago I had need myself to make an appointment at the surgery, on my arrival I
was surprised at the excellent facilities which have been provided. We as patients need to accept that even
though we may find on occasions that we have difficulties, that when finally the new surgery has been built,
we will then have a surgery to be proud of. Surely whenever possible we can all help our neighbours / friends
or an acquaintance, by taking them to the surgery for an appointment. We therefore make an appeal to the
people of the parish to be as helpful as possible during the construction. I will also remind you that the health
of the patient is the primary concern of all the doctors and their excellent staff who serve our parish.
The Audley Community News has now dedicated one of the pages on its web site to bring to the people of the
parish up to date information regarding progress of the building of the new surgery. We will also try to
include the relevant details in our magazines. If for any reason you do have any health related problems, I’m
sure that the surgery staff will advise you on the best way to resolve it, or possibly advice you where and
whom to turn to for help. We will all have to be tolerant over the next few months, but I’m sure we will be
rewarded with the benefits of a new surgery with all its modern facilities.
All surgery times and telephone numbers including emergency are the same at the new temporary surgery.

Views From The Past
We continue with a view from the past that
disappeared a number of years ago.
This view was from the parish and brings
back so many good memories to me.
To say this view has changed is correct, but
the rest of the area has changed very little.
I do hope you like these past views and we
make an appeal for our readers to have a
look in those old photo albums. We would
love to see pictures of views that no longer
exist. Send them to the Editor to copy, they
will be returned by return post.
Answer on page 26.
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Audley & District Family History Society
The Old and the New
The road which we know today as New Road, leading out of Audley village to Ravens Lane, was constructed in
1816. This involved cutting through the ridge to build the road which we see today, in order to provide an
easier route into Audley. The earlier route into the village followed what we now call Old Road and Chapel
Street and ended with a very steep climb over the ridge which was then continuous between Castle Hill and
Church Bank. The road passed over the ridge alongside the former Red Lion Inn on Church Bank and thence
down Church Bank to the junction of Church Street. This latter section is all that remains of the earlier road.
The photograph taken about 1900 shows how steep the climb into the village would have been if you imagine the
ridge as it continuous. This would have necessitated the use of horses and chains to assist with the haulage of
loads up and over the ridge. The old road was then known as Ravens Lane up to the lowest point of the road,
which was known as Ravens Lane End. This was the area around the present day entrance to Audley Football
Club. A Smithy once stood there, it is likely that the horses and equipment that used to haul their loads over the
hill were looked after by the smithy. The section of road from Ravens Lane End to Church Bank was known as
Hall Hill in Victorian times “ this is possibly a corruption Haul Hill”.
Early photograph of
Old Road going off
to the right past the
cottage and the New
Road cutting through
the ridge. New Road
then continues in a
straight line towards
Ravens Lane where
it meets the far end of
Old Road.
Behind the cottage
in Old Road is Castle
Hill and to the left of
the photograph is
Church Bank Audley.
Below the original main road (Old Road) looking
from Town Fields towards Ravensmead School.

Below shows an early photograph of New Road at
the junction of Old Road early 1900’s.

Audley & District Family History Society Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall:
Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4pm on Wed. 1st March / Wed. 5th April / Wed. 3rd May
Talk 7.30-9pm on Fri. 3rd March / Fri. 5th May
Research 7-9pm on Fri. 7th April
All enquiries Tel. 01782 720495 www.acumenbooks.co.uk./audleynet famhist
We would welcome any local historical information.
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Readers letters

60 years of True Love in New Zealand.

Wedding photograph shows
Gladys Fryer and Frank
Plant getting married in
Audley Church in 1944,
below Gladys when serving
in the WRENS 1942.
Story below.

The Newsletter received the following information.
After 60 years of marriage, Taradale / New Zealand resident Gladys and Frank Plant celebrate their 60th
wedding anniversary. Gladys who originated from Audley and Frank who was from Barrow in Furness, met by a
chance phone call while on duty in the Royal Navy. Frank proposed to Gladys after only a four month
whirlwind romance as the prospects of being sent to serve in Japan loomed. They were married on June 24th
1944, with about 150 guests which included a naval contingent. Frank recalls that at the time of the wedding
there was food rationing throughout the country and they were very concerned about feeding the guests. But to
their amazement they had nothing to worry about as all the local shopkeepers dug deep into their stock to help.
Frank and Gladys moved to Masterton in New Zealand, where Frank was employed as a builder. They are now
living in Taradale, where they have a daughter, three grand-daughters and one great-grandson.
Frank wrote to the newsletter saying how much they enjoy to read the Audley Community News. He remarked
that this was one of the few ways he and his wife could still feel a part of the village from where they once lived.
Frank was once a member of the Audley Brass Band, when Bob Herod was bandmaster and he also played
football for Audley. Delicious was the way in which Frank recalls ‘Fryers fish & chip shop’ Church Street
Audley. Frank ends by sending his best wishes to everyone he and his wife knew throughout parish.
Frank Plant Taradale New Zealand.
Dear Editor,

Local transports

In a previous issue of the newsletter there was a photograph of Frank Proctor’s Charabanc. The gentleman who
is sitting next to the driver (Frank Proctor) is in fact, his cousin Aaron Billington, who lived at the bottom of
Albert Street Bignall End. The Charabanc was a Vulcan and the name printed across the rear of the vehicle was
“Renown”. When the vehicle was not engaged with its passengers, they would remove the body and replace it
with a platform for delivering coal. On leaving Ravens Lane School I started work at Proctors Garage, where
they had petrol pumps available at the front of the premises. One of my tasks was to serve petrol, mostly to
business customers as there were very few cars around in those days apart from private hire vehicles. In those
days petrol was two shillings per gallon. Frank Proctor had passed on by this time, but there was still evidence of
his Charabanc lying around the garage.
When I started work there was no electricity in the village, therefore another part of my duties was to attend to the
lighting plant. This was a twin flywheel petrol engine which drove a large dynamo, this not only provided light for
the house, it provided all the power needed for the business. Another way of earning income from the power plant
was to charge up accumulators for the public to use as power for their wireless sets.
Thanks for bringing back those great memories.
Yours, Eric Garvin Bignall End.
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Readers Letters

Dear Editor,
I left Audley/Bignall End without a thought or a care thirty five years ago. I attended the Halmer
End Secondary Modern School (as it was then named) now the Sir Thomas Boughey School.
I now live in Hickory, Pennsylvania USA, close to the border with West Virginia and Ohio. The country side
here is very much like the Audley area, hilly with small coal mines and dairy farms. The only way you could tell
you were somewhere different is the way the houses are constructed and the people/culture. Who said that the
USA and UK were two nations divided by a common language had it exactly right. We may both speak English
(which we do to some extent), but the differences in culture and values are significantly different.
My second home is/will be (I am currently negotiating with the owner / real estate people) in Haymarket,
Virginia. This is situated about 300 miles south of Hickory, PA. The work that I do means I spend a significant
amount of time in Herndon VA, I don’t like towns or cities which is why I am looking at a house in Haymarket.
To return to why I contacted you, is that I have lived in the USA for the last twenty years and have visited Audley/
Bignall End only once or twice in all that time. Until recently I never gave much thought to my past, where I
grew up, the people I knew and the culture I grew up in. This was until my youngest daughter (7) started to ask
me about England and where I came from. I have found that my memories came flooding back, bringing with it a
sense of homesickness or longing for things I grew up with, like Oatcakes….. But enough of my rambling on..
Your guestbook and Audley Community Website has enabled me to touch my roots again.
Thank you.
Ps. I have included a poem which I wrote many years ago , I do hope you enjoy reading it. See page 8
david@condliffe.com

Kind Regards

David Condliffe Pennsylvania USA.

Dear Editor.
I have maintained an interest in the numerous independent bus operators in North Staffs for many years and was
pleased to see the feature on vehicles in and around Audley in issue 9.
EH 1776-this registration dates from 1920. I am making further enquiries about the Proctor fleet. It was very
common for some entrepreneurs to use a vehicle in dual capacity in those early post WW1 years, i.e. lorry/part
time bus. RF 3968 is the Guy 6-wheeler of Rowley’s seen in the photograph at Miles Green. It had 35 seats and
the body was constructed by Lawton Motor Body Building Co. of Church Lawton Alsager. I think this company is
still in production today and this Guy bus was new in 1928 and sold in mid-1930 (for use as a lorry).
There seems to be confusion in vehicle records over vehicles bearing registration numbers RF 1692 Albion &
RF1682 Leyland GH5, these were both bodied by Lawton’s, for the Mainwarings company.
EH 489 was fleet No1 in the Potteries Electric Traction Fleet (later PMT) type Daimler CD and was capable of
seating 24 passengers, supplied in 1913. PETF obtained more vehicle during 1913-14, these were to serve the
Hanley to Endon route. All these vehicles were requisitioned by the War Department in 1915, but amazingly they
survived the war and came back to serve the Potteries in 1919.
I do have connections with the Parish of Audley, my great-uncle Bert Browning had a Chemist’s in the village,
originally he was in partnership with my great-uncle Wilfred Stanier, also a pharmacist. I believe their business
was known as Browning & Stanier, latterly they operated separately. My uncle Wilfred Stanier had several
Chemist’s in parts of North Staffs / Cheshire, including his native Chesterton.
If your readers have any old photographs of buses I would be most interested to have a copy, keep up the
excellent work.

Yours sincerely D Stanier Derby.

Dear Editor,
Many thank you for the latest edition of the Audley Community News, including all your readers letters.
Please find enclosed a cheque for my subscription and a little more. I am happy to over subscribe to your
newsletter, as I get so much enjoyment from each of the issues. The magazine is a very welcomed link with the
former days of our childhood and youth in the parish. Please carry on with all the good work and long live
nostalgia!! May I also take this opportunity to wish you and your helpers a Happy New Year.

Yours sincerely, Ken Whitmore. Caernarfon.
Can anyone help? We have had a request (Does anyone know the rules to “Tin-Can Nurkey”)?
If you tell the truth, you don’t have to remember anything
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Dog
Care Centre

Audley

Designer Dog

Shopping in the Village.
Qualified
Carer

Professional Grooming Service
For all Breeds
Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc.
Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,
ST7 8PY

Personal Friendly Service
All For Your Dogs Well Being

It appears that many of the local shops in the village are now
feeling the pinch, as a down trend to their business seems to
be happening.
Whether it’s that time of the year or not, so soon after the
festive season, many of the small traders feel that customers
are not spending like they used to do. The trend of calling in
for a few items seems to have slowed and to see those empty
streets, the local shop keepers are showing great concern.
Like all villages there is great competition for trade, as they
continue to build these new supermarkets. As a small village
we should support all local trade as they provide excellent
services and also give employment to many local people.
It’s true to say “either use them or lose them”.
Like many of the other facilities we have lost in the village.
once gone never to return. So come on and let’s see you give
them the support they truly deserve.
We have a fine example as to what may happen we only have
to look to Wood Lane which has lost its one and only store.
And remember, everyone has not got the ability to travel out
of the village to do their shopping. Support your local shops.

St James Church Audley

New Road Bignall End
The newsletter has received a number of complaint
from members of the public, who have shown great
concern over the high speeds that traffic is driven
through New Road Bignall End. One resident
states “its like living next to a race track,
especially late at night”. They continue to say
“some of the vehicles are travelling in access of 70
miles an hour and the sooner that somethings done
the better”. Remember it’s 30 MPH on this road.

Audley Male Voice Choir Concert Dates
2006

April 9th Palm Sunday Service at 10.30am
April 13th Maundy Thursday
7pm Maundy Thursday Agape Supper in
Audley Church Hall
April 14th Good Friday
10am for 10.30 an Open Air Service
Meet at Church Hall to process to top of Audley, for Open
Air Service in car park below
Kwik Save
7.30 pm Evening Meditation in St James Church.
For any further information please contact:
01782 / 722146

March 11th Alsager Civic Centre for Winsford
Hospice.
April 2nd Celebrity Concert Victoria Hall.

M6 Expansion Debate Hots Up

May 6th Deaflinks Mitchell Memorial Theatre
Hanley.

The possibility of a new M6 through Staffordshire has sparked
debate in the local media. Early plans from the Highways
Agency show that a new toll-road, “The M6 Expressway”
would destroy our local Walton’s Woods and would inevitably
cut through Audley Parish.
When a poll was conducted 98% of the stakeholders voted

May 27th Christchurch Stone.
June 11th Holy Trinity Llandudno.
June 19th St Giles Newcastle Church Civic
Concert.

NO.

Town Fields Photograph issue 10
Missing names:
Norman Rowley, Chris Warburton.
Thanks for your help readers.

It appears that our government has just ignored our request.
What are your views?
Please send your views to the newsletter or contact your local
councillor.
To keep up to date on the latest information see via the web at:

Old age comes at a bad time.

www.audleycommunitynews.ik.com
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WR

Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd

High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ
Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.
Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc.
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area.
Tel: 01782 720212
http://www.rileyw.co.uk

Fax: 01782 722089
Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk

Local Transport Issue 9 reply.
Dear Editor,
I was most interested to read the article in issue 9, concerning the Audley Transport on page 14 &
15. I remember the Mainwaring (Mannering in our language) family run business which flourished in the early
1930’s. You asked about the two men in the photograph, they were in fact, Jack the driver and Tom the
conductor. There was also a sister who married a Mr Tom Cornwall, who also drove for the Mainwaring Bus
Company.
The bus depot was in New Road Bignall End, this later became the PMT Bus Depot. This was situated next to
the Audley Workingmen’s Club and has been recently built upon with houses.
During their time as bus operators, they used Leyland Lion and Tiger model buses on their routes. When
operating their services from Audley / Newcastle they had competition from an Evans family who also had
buses operating in the area. As time went by, the Evans buses gradually became so old and badly maintained
that they were always breaking down. You would often see them parked up at the side of the road, especially
when trying to negotiate the Crackley Bank Hill, past Roggin Row. The Mainwaring Company continued to
prosper as they had newer and better maintained coaches and provided a better service for their passengers.
During this period the only other way to travel to Newcastle, was either walk, private hire, catch the train from
Audley Railway Station or walk to Chesterton to catch the electric trams.
When eventually the Potteries Electric Traction Company disconnected the electric trams which ran from
Chesterton to Newcastle, this was when they operated one bus to Audley as transport. The PMT did not have
buses of their own and they ran the service by borrowing or hiring a bus from the Midland Red Birmingham
Motor Omnibus Company.
During their times as bus operators, Mainwarings gave excellent service to the Audley Townsfolk and were
always on schedule especially during periods of winter. Maintenance to the buses was provide by Frank Jepson
who was known as a very experienced motor engineer, whose family owned a garage at the bottom of Bignall
Hill, opposite the Diglake Wharf.
The only other bus company I remember was the Crosville Motor Service, which operated a route from the
railway station at the bottom of Boon Hill Bignall End, to Crewe.
My recollection of seeing steam –driven vehicles was a lorry owned by a Mr John Wilshire and he lived in
Shraley Brook. Mr Wilshire used to hire out his vehicle to local farmers and also to the local council when
road repairs were in progress. Many thanks for bringing back the memories and continue the good work.
Jack Warham Dorset.

Refuse Collection to go fortnightly.
We have recently received information to say that Newcastle Borough Council have decided to implement a
fortnightly collect of refuse from residential homes in the Borough.
We have also received information that the decision to implement this service has been deferred until after the
May local elections. (We wonder why?)
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Sweet and Sour Pork Mince Balls
Shrewsbury Simnel
Cake
8ozs/225g SR Flour
Level teaspoon mixed spice
6ozs/175g butter
6ozs/175g caster sugar
3 eggs
8ozs/225g sultanas
6ozs/175g currants
2ozs/50g mixed peel
2ozs/50g glace cherries halved
2 tablespoons milk
1lb/450g marzipan
Method
Divide the marzipan into 2 and roll out one half
to the size of the cake tin.
Line a 7 inch cake tin with greaseproof paper.
Cream the butter and sugar until light and fluffy.
Add the eggs alittle at a time. Stir in the dried
fruit, peel and cherries.
Fold in the flour alternately with the milk. Place
half the mixture in the cake tin and smooth the
top. Cover with the circle of marzipan and
spread the rest of the mixture on top.
Bake in the centre of the oven Gas
Mark 3/325F/170C for 2 hours. Reduce to Gas
Mark2/300F/150C for a further 20minutes. To
decorate, roll the rest of the marzipan to fit the
top of the cake.
Brush the cake top with a beaten egg and cover
with the marzipan. Make a criss-cross design on
top with a knife and brush with remaining egg
yolk.
Protect sides of the cake with foil or greaseproof
paper and put in a hot oven or under the grill
until marzipan is lightly browned.
Thanks to the reader who wrote in.

1lb/450g lean minced pork
1 chopped onion
5ozs/150g baby sweet corn cut in half
2 tablespoons mango chutney
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
4 tablespoons tomato ketchup
432g can pineapple in natural juice
1 red pepper, seeded and chopped
2 tablespoons tomato puree
4ozs/100g frozen peas
Seasoning of salt and pepper
Method
Mix the minced pork with 2tblsp of tomato
ketchup and season. Shape into 12 meat balls.
Dry fry in a non stick pan for 4 to 5mins until
browned.
Add onion, peppers, sweet corn, can of
pineapple and juice, chutney, rest of the tomato
ketchup, Worcestershire sauce and tomato
puree. Mix well, cover and simmer for 15 to 20
mins.

Chocolate Biscuit Cake
4ozs/100g butter or margarine
1oz/25g cocoa powder
3ozs/75g golden syrup
8ozs/225g biscuits
2ozs/50g raisins
6ozs/175g Chocolate
Method
Melt butter or margarine, cocoa and syrup together.
Crush biscuits into small pieces and add the
raisins. Fold in melted butter and press into a greased
and lined swiss roll tin and leave to set.
Pour over melted chocolate and leave to set again.
When set cut into small squares.

Cooking tips
For bright yellow corn on the cob, add a teaspoon of lemon
juice to the water. Never add salt to the water as you will end
up with a tough vegetable.

The Perfect Fit

A few knobs of butter added to the fruit in a pie or tart will
help to prevent it boiling over.

Garment Alteration
&
Repairs

To keep potatoes from budding, place an apple in the bag
with the potatoes.

Tel: Joanne
(01782) 729169

If you don’t put the pan lid on when boiling green vegetables
they will stay greener.
An apple pie without cheese is like a kiss without a squeeze.
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We continue with the school photographs from the past, our readers do seem to really enjoy them.

Ravensmead
School 1954-5
Seen on the left is a
photograph that has
been sent to the
Newsletter from
Menorca in Spain.
We were contacted
by Ken Heywood
who lived in Vernon
Close Audley when
this photograph was
taken, he has now
retired to Spain. He
sends his best wishes
to all his former
school friends and
hopes the photo is of
interest to our
readers. Ken is third
L/R back row.

Cinder Lane Alleged Footpath
Information supplied by County Councillor Mr Edward Boden., after his inquiry about Cinder Lane, from the
Staffordshire County Council with reference to: Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 -LD608G-Alleged Public
Footpath between Bignall End, Footpath No.77 Audley Rural Parish
Dear Mr Boden
Further to your recent conversation with Michael Murphy regarding the above matter, I have produced below a
brief summary of the current position with regard to this application.
As you are aware, the County Council were directed to make a Modification Order to add this route to the
Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way at the end of March 2005. The County Council currently have a backlog
of Modification Orders waiting to be made and it was anticipated at the time that it should be possible to make
this Modification Order in October/November 2005.
However, this has been delayed because of an issue regarding land ownership. The County Council are under a
statutory duty to send a copy of the order and to serve notice of the making of the Order, on all the affected
landowners. Some of the land over which the route passes is unregistered, although it is thought that this land is
within the ownership of UK Coal Mining Ltd. Officers have written to this company in order to obtain
confirmation of their land ownership, but have received no response.
Where the ownership of any of the land affected by the Modification Order is not confirmed either by an entry at
the Land Registry or by the landowner, the County Council must obtain dispensation from the Secretary of State
for Environment Food and Rural Affairs in order to display notices on site facing the land in question and
addressed the Owner/Occupier of that land. This must be done before the Order can be advertised or displayed
on site.
As no response has been received from UK Coal Limited, a request has been made to the Secretary of State for
dispensation to display such notices on site. We are currently awaiting a response to this request. Once
dispensation has been granted, work can be commenced on making the Order. Assuming dispensation is granted
within the next few weeks, it is anticipated that the Order will be made and advertised in February 2006.
Yours sincerely

H Morgan for Deputy Corporate Director (Law and Administration).

Late News / (February 2006)
This information was received the day before this issue went to the printers. A modification order has now
been displayed on various points along the alleged footpath in Cinder Lane Bignall End.
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Never to be forgotten.
Sitting here in the warmth of my fire I floated back to those days that could have changed my life, but for the
dedication of all those brave lads who gave their lives to make sure we would be safe and sound in our home
land.
My first recollection of the War was hearing the radio broadcast on September 3rd 1939. At the time I was on
holiday with my grandma, we soon packed our things and were on our way home. War had been a threat for
quite a while, but it still came as a shock at the time.
I was attending the Halmer End Senior School and we had been preparing for the possibility of war by building
Air Raid Shelters which were underground. We had been having a wonderful time, been chased by the boys at
play time was our favourite pastime. War didn't mean much to us at school, we were only young and had never
experienced it before.
As I said I was living with my grandma, also my mother, who were both widows and a spinster aunt. The war it
seemed was not going to affect our small family group, as we had no close male members of the family living
with us. I don't think any of us realised what effect the war would have on us and what life would be like. My
thoughts of war were, the Germans in one field and the British in another. Anyway we soon realised how wrong
we had been.
Firstly the Black Out Curtains came, these were black materials cut out to cover the inside of the windows of
your home to prevent any light showing during darkness. Even when walking down the streets at night if you lit
up a cigarette, or used a flash light, you would hear a cry from the Air Raid Wardens for you to “put that light
out”. Air Raid Wardens, were men who were possibly too old to go to war or had other genuine reasons for
being at home and they were responsible to keep watch all night just in case the German Air Force dropped
flares to light up the areas so that their bombers could see the targets. All major industry was a target as was the
likes of Crewe Railway Station, Radway Green Alsager where bullets were made and city like Manchester,
Birmingham and Liverpool.
In the Audley Parish we had an Air Raid Siren situated on the top of Town Fields which I think is still there,
which would be sounded as the German planes approached, what a noise it would make. I remember the first
time the Air Raid Siren went off in the village, my mother came and got me out of bed. She took me down into the
kitchen, we all sat under the big scrubbed topped table until the danger went away. I was so tired the next day, I
said to my mum don't bother to wake me next time.
The problems then got worse, the Germans started to drop Gas, so now everyone was supplied with a Gas Mask,
this was a free issue. I remember that they came inside a little cardboard box and they had a strap so that you
could hang it over your shoulder. The government supplied these and they even made one that you could put a
baby inside, it was just like a bag.
It was not long before we stared to see a shortage in the amount of food in our shops and petrol in our
garages. This was the start of Rationing, we received a ration book for food and each person was allowed the
following, 2oz of sugar, 2oz of butter, 2oz tea, 2oz of bacon and 2oz sweets per week. Petrol and clothes were
also rationed by way of having to use coupons which you had allocated to you.
The war was not going very well for the country as the Germans continued to bomb all our major towns and
cities like London, Manchester, Coventry, Birmingham and Liverpool. Many people had lost their lives and the
decision was made to evacuate the children from the cities and place them into the country for safety.
I will never forget seeing the crowds of people gathering around the buses which had arrived, full of the
children who had been evacuated, many starry eyed wondering what to expect. Official then started to sort out
where there were homes that had spare rooms to take in the children, many of the children had never seen Cows,
Horses or even Chickens. Many of the children arrived with very few belongings, no pants, no vests and very few
cloths to wear. Most of the children came from very poor areas of the cities, many only stayed a short time as
they became very home sick and returned to their parents. A number evacuees stayed on as they had no one or
no where to return to and eventually many were adopted by the local families and joined the local
community.
I must not forget the Bevan Boys, these were men and boys who were drafted into the pits as many of the men
who had worked in the pits were now at war. They were there to continue to supply the big factories with coal to
produce weapons for the soldiers to defend the country.
Anyway we did in fact win the war and our armies kept the Germans at bay although they did get very close
being in France. I could go on for quite a while to tell you about my thoughts, but that may be another time. The
most important thing is that we should never forget those brave men who gave their lives so that we could be
free.
Would a fly without wings be called a walk.
Joan Brockley Bignall End.
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Audley Theatre Appeal
ACT 1
Audley theatre was opened in 1969 by Jackie Trent and Tony
Hatch ( Neighbours theme tune composers) after “converting”
it from the Place Cinema.
A third of the seats were removed from the front of the cinema to
create the stage area with its lights and curtain additions. A
proscenium arch was built and a section of the seats were reused
at the rear of the auditorium. The projection box became our
technical area—sound and lights.
We were ready to perform - sounds easy doesn’t it. Since then we
have staged approximately four productions a year. These
comprise, pantomime, two senior plays and a youth production.
Over 75,000 patrons have graced us with their valued support.
ACT 2
The time has come to refurbish our wonderful little theatre.
During 2006 we intend to redecorate the auditorium and replace
the aged and deteriorating seating. A conservative estimate for
the refurbishment is £25.000.
Would you like to help? There are 182 seats in the theatre - cost
of replacements to be in the region of £125 each. We are inviting
donations to help with the project. Any donation would be
greatly appreciated and a donation of £25 or more will entitle
you to have your name entered on our “Seat Sponsorship Roll of
Honour”. Cheques payable to Audley Theatre post to:
Bryan Williams, Ashkeys, Farm Hollow, Bignall End ST7 8NS.
ACT 3
The Future? Want to be part of us?
At the moment the Youth Group (10plus) is fully subscribed, but
we do have a waiting list, why not put your name forward?
There is room in the Senior Group, we are always looking for
new members, male and female. You do not have to be a budding
actor or actress to become a member - members could assist in
Acting/Stage Work/ Art Work/ Sound/ Lighting/ Front of House
Contact Number Tel : Bryan Williams 01782 721543

For a full range of cards and unique
quality gifts for
Mothers Day Sunday 26th March
Home delivery news service
Extended range of magazines

Confectionery /Dry Cleaning
Lottery /Stationery

OCCASIONS News & Gifts
78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Audley Library
Hall Street Audley
Stoke-on-Trent ST7 8DB
Tel: 01782 720527

Audley Christian Viewpoint Presents
THE DA VINCI CODE - FACT OR FICTION

MON

This chart topping best seller which has taken the world by
storm is a thrilling book - but how much is based on truth?

TUE

Come and find out for yourself at an evening with

PAUL HOWARD
Friday March 31st 2006 7.30pm.
AUDLEY CHURCH HALL
Free admission by ticket only.
Tickets from Parish Office and from No. 38 Church Street.
Or you can phone 01782 720352
*************************************
On June 17th 2006
We invite you and the family to come to:
AN ESCAPE FROM FOOTBALL
CAR TREASURE HUNT
See next issue of the Newsletter for more information.

WED

2.00 -7.00
9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00
CLOSED

THU

9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00

FRI

9.00-1.00 2.00-7.00

SAT

9.30-1.00
24 Hour information
Reservation & Renewal

0845 330 0740
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries
Membership is Free.
Bad breath is better than no breath at all.
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HOSPITAL SATURDAYS
&
HOSPITAL CONTRIBUTORY SCHEMES
The Editor recently obtained some old photographs of a parade in the village in aid of Hospital
Saturday and asked for some more information. I thought that it might be interesting to provide some
notes on healthcare funding prior to 1948.
The information is therefore going to be in two parts. Written by Barry McGuire.

1934/5
Holiday Saturday
Float in Hall Street.
Man with cap was Mr Swinerton
Top L/R
Margaret Pickerall, Ida Hulse, ??,
Queen is Rosa Worthington,
Nancy Evans / Ruscoe,
Rene Jebb, Jessie Hulse.
Front row.
Cath Jebb, Vera Whalley, Alf Jebb,
Nellie Kirkham, Joyce Kirkham.

Part One – 1870-1935
Before the National Health Service was formed, the majority of Hospitals were either privately or
charitably funded. The charitable or Voluntary Hospitals relied to a great extent upon voluntary
help – clinical, nursing, organisational and fund-raising. One of the most popular and widespread of the
efforts to raise funds to support these local hospitals was the ‘Hospital Saturday’ (or Sunday) when
parades or events were held to raise money – much like Whit Walks or Charity Sunday, or for younger
readers, today’s Carnivals.
From the late 1800’s various organisations were formed for the support of Voluntary Hospitals by
local inhabitants and workpeople. Examples of these were Derby Hospital Saturday (1869) and
Hospital Sunday (1872), Dudley Workmen’s Committee (1871), Preston Workpeople’s Fund (1871),
Birmingham Hospital Saturday Fund (1873) and Bolton Workingmen’s Committee (1873).
Before the First World War of 1914-18, the Voluntary Hospitals had managed to keep running by means
of funds from various benefactors, including these local collections and contributions. During that war,
however, the position changed dramatically. It was not that charitable support declined, in fact it
increased, but that running costs increased substantially to the point where their continued
existence was jeopardised. As a result in 1921 the Minister of Health set up the Voluntary Hospitals
Committee, under Viscount Cave, to examine the situation and come up with some recommendations.
One of the recommendations of the Cave Committee was that the Government should immediately
provide one million pounds to help with the problems of the Voluntary Hospitals. In fact the Government
actually allocated half of this amount. However, it is interesting to note that the Committee was
convinced of the value of the voluntary system and concerned that if this system failed, the cost to the
public would increase enormously, Income from subscriptions, donations and endowments would be
lost or reduced, while wages and administrative costs would rise with the voluntary element removed.
The report concluded that the Voluntary Hospital system “is part of the heritage of our generation; and it
would be lamentable if by our apathy or folly it were suffered to fall into ruin.” Continue on next page
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Although this report did result in assistance from the Government, it was still to local contributions that
the Hospitals looked for their main support. The various funds in existence were re-organised and
new schemes were founded around the country. Most of these organisations were set up between the
early 1920’s and the mid 1930’s, usually under the name of ‘Hospital Saturday Fund’ or ‘Hospital
Contributory Scheme’. Most started with regular contributions of a penny a week and in many cases
this money was collected at the workplace. By 1947 there were 235 such Schemes in existence, with
a total of 101/2 million contributors and an annual contribution total of £7,500,000. From the First War
to 1947 the total sum raised was £100 million. Interestingly, in addition to a contribution income of
£5,196, the Chesham Cottage Hospital Contributory Scheme also collected 5,900 eggs annually!
Locally, the North Staffs Voluntary Hospitals Contributory Association was formed in 1938 to replace
local hospital collections, while in Crewe the South Cheshire Hospital Contributory Scheme was
founded in 1930 and also based there was the London Midland & Scottish Railway Company Hospital
Fund for employees of the LMS. It is interesting to note that these last two Schemes are still in
existence. Second part next issue.

1935
Hospital Saturday Float.
Photograph was taken outside
Embertons Shop Church Street.
Front Row L/R Jessie Hulse, Vera
Whalley, Beryl Hancock, Kath
Jebb, Lillian Heath, Nellie
Kirkham, Phillise Howel, Ida
Hulse. Right hand corner lady top
with hat was the person who
organised all the events.
Top row L/R
Rene Jebb, Nancy Evans /
Ruscoe, ?, ?, ?, ?, can you help?

Twinning offer from Russia
It has been reported on our local village web site that the village has plans to ‘twin’ with the village of Reboly in
Russia.
This is a wonderful idea and I hope that councillors at all levels can this time show some support for the idea! In
the late 1980’s we were contacted by Aixe-sur-Vienne, a beautiful similar sized village near Limoges in France.
A delegation visited Audley and were made extremely welcome and I recall our welcome party included the
Audley Brass Band - who played both anthems. Lasting friendships were made and there were numerous visits
either way, their village lies in a stunning rural tourist location and no effort or cost was spared on our behalf.
Audley would have been one of the first villages to twin at village ‘level’ and all we needed was a little support
from Borough and mainly Parish Councillors. In fairness, I think we would have more luck with today’s Parish
Councillors, but alas at the time, there was absolutely no support for the scheme and over the years it ‘died a
death’. Though unofficial visits continued and friendships still remain, the prospect of Audley ever agreeing to
twin at an official level was given up. This would have been at that time, an incredible coup for our village,
whose coat of arms is strangely similar to theirs.
Aixe-sur-Vienne is twinned with a small Polish and German village, as can be seen on their website. I believe
that our snub cost us dearly. From my experience with these people, I believe that the offer is still there, if we
are really interested in twinning. Ray Rutter Audley.
Please let us know your feelings about this offer and what is the way forward to achieve this twinning.
If you are interested in having an input you can send your replies to the newsletter and we will pass them on to the
relevant parties. You could also contact your Parish Council to see if they could assist the campaign.
We’re in for a bad spel of wether
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Roy Gilbert
Sadly on the 12th January 2006 Roy Gilbert passed away aged 78.
Roy was a special man, loved and respected throughout the parish of Audley by people of all
ages. This natural loving caring generous man was unequalled, which was shown during his
funeral. Only Roy could have attracted this vast number of mourners during his funeral at the
St James Church Audley. The church overflowed with mourners, many having to stand outside
during the sermon. People from all walks of life, from the young to the elderly came to show their
respects to this gentle giant of a man who gave more to life, than you could ever imagine.
Roy was known for his love of sports and represented teams from the parish throughout his
career. Roy was often seen on our local cricket pitches as one of our best open batsmen. But the
sport of football was his passion, as Roy was for many years the first team goalkeeper for Audley Ex Service Men
and had played in several successful Cup Finals. Roy was very unfortunate to have missed out on a professional
career with Hull City FC. When in 1951 Roy fractured his knee during a game, which ended any hope becoming
a professional player. After his football career came to an end, Roy found that he had so much to give to the
sport that he dedicated the rest of his life to the promotion of local football for all ages.
Roy was the organizer and fund raiser for very successful football teams both in Audley & Halmer End.
In 2001 Roy was called to Lancaster House by the English FA, where he received the award for Service to
Football & Sports Medal, for 50 years service. There have only been 264 people throughout England who have
received this prestigious award of honour and no better man deserved it more.
In 2001 it was decided to promote a seven a side football tournament, in honour of Roy’s dedication and
commitment to the promotion of sports throughout the parish of Audley for over 55years service.
Not only did Roy enjoy football, he was also a local parish councillor for many years and help to run the local
youth groups. During his time as a parish councillor he showed the same dedication and thought for others,
which he was so loved for.
Roy was father to Julie, Paul & Steven and loving husband to Florence.
Lord take our gentle giant 78 years old, Jesus knows our Roy he’s got a heart of gold.
Lord carry Halmer Ends favourite son to his new home heaven above, wrap your arms around him and show
him all our love.
God bless you Roy.

Joan Rowley (nee Warham) Caithness Scotland.
The newsletter has to report the sad death of one of our readers Joan Rowley, who sadly past away on New Years
Day 2006 and was a resident of Caithness in Scotland. Joan who was married to Ivan Rowley, was 80 years of
age. Joan and Ivan were both former members of the parish but had lived in Scotland since 1959.
Jack Warham, Joan’s brother who lives in Dorset wrote to the newsletter to ask if any of our readers would
remember Joan, who had worked at the Enderly Mills factory
Newcastle during the War and also at Radway Green.
In 1959 Joan and Ivan decided to move to Scotland where they
Dennis Cartledge
were employed at the Atomic Energy Reactor in Dounreay until
Funeral Directors
their retirement. The newsletter had received a number of
telephone calls from Joan over the last two years, saying how
Audley Funeral Home
much she missed the parish and how much she enjoyed to read
the news via the Audley Community News.
Ravens Lane Bignall End
We at the Newsletter would like to pass on our condolences.

Alice Hayes
We have been informed of the sad death of Alice Hayes of Miles
Green. Alice who was aged 83, died at her home on the 6th
January 2006. Alice was a well known member of the parish
and would often be seen at the Audley Parish Bowling Green
where she was a member of the ladies team. Alice was know to
always volunteer whenever help was needed and will be sadly
missed at the bowling club. The service was held at the Audley
Methodist Church, followed by interment at St James Church
Audley. Please accept our condolences.
Alice you will be sadly missed by so many people of the parish.

Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed
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SIMPLE PLEASURES

Our Lady Winter

A man stands by a railway track
His grandson in his arms.
The London train goes steaming by
They wave with outstretched palms.
It is but a simple pleasure
Yet a treasure to behold.
Etched on their smiling faces
A story seldom told.

Dark grey her mantles now she shrouds,
With wild pretence, declares them clouds.
Bewitching phrases will she burst forth,
First from the East and then the North.
Her walk so swift makes the heaven’s rustle,
And no one delays her without a tussle.
And when those icy fingers stir,
It’s well indeed to steer clear of her.

A young girl with her nana
Learns the way to cook.
Recipes from bygone days
Not written in a book.
But handed down the ages
If in the family born.
A trove of guarded secrets
To each a silence sworn.

At times a lady she has to be,
To suit her feats, not you or me.
And only then with fashioned tether,
Plucks from her breast the melting feathers.
These in turn fall through the sky,
Upon the earth and roof tops lie.
While she’s now clad white, for children’s fun,
Standing glistening in a noonday’s sun.
Her jewels she displays with intense aureole,
Austerely disputing her days to cajole.
At last she wrestles the length of her stay,
Gathers her skirts and saddles her bay.
And now, as always in sadness and tears,
She melts through her heartbreak of past many years.
She pawns to her Brothers the last of her say,
To be disparaged and divested by her own sister, May.
Peter W Hodgkins.

Perhaps today all’s not the same
As how it used to be.
Life goes by at lightening speed
And nothing is for free.
Yet one thing is no different
Even if we’re past our prime.
The finest present we can give
Is to give the kids our time.
Derrick Bate.
Diglake House?
Can anyone help? Is this property still in existence, it
was apparently situated in Diglake Street Bignall End.

Woman, Mother, Lover.
Who is Lover, Woman, Mother,

Eyes alive with life and living,
Full of laughter, Loving, giving,
Dark with passion, wanting, yearning.
Who is Mother, Woman, Lover,
Hair resplendent with autumn reds,
Sunlight dancing on flaming threads,
Life’s rank displayed, with silver bands.

Out of the Dark
Preparing for work, aware of the dark
I’m thinking of days, when up with the lark
There are dawns full of bird song, bulbs in full flower
So much to enjoy with each waking hour.
Tulips and daffs to long winter freeze
Mowers are sharp for the new season’s toil
Seeds are being sown in freshly raked soil.

Who is Woman, Lover, Mother,
Lips soft and full, promising pleasure,
That tease and laugh with equal measure,
Quick to laugh and slow to frown.

Frogs on the pond croaking their sound
Fish in the margins are splashing around.
Fledglings emerge from early laid eggs
Lambs bounce about on strong rubbery legs.

Who is Mother, Lover, Woman,
Heart in-tune to children’s voice,
Always listening, always loving,
Love for children everlasting.

I dream that the cuckoo and swallow are here
Of warm lighter nights sipping cold beer.
Yet I must refrain, make the most of today
Lest I should be wishing my short life away.

David Condliffe USA.

Derrick Bate.
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Fully Qualified Music Teacher
Contact: Jean Chinn M.B.E

Jo
jo
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Dog Grooming Service
Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Tel: 01782 721397 Mob: 07837588924

Tel: 01782 721735
Cli

Audley & District W.I

’s

Playing for pleasure or preparing for exams

jo

I offer lessons to Children & Adults

Jo

Piano or Keyboard Lessons Available

ppi

ng

Jojo’s

ing
m
o
o
Gr

30 Years Experience
Audley W.I ended 2005 with a memorable evening in November
with Martin Thomas, made all the more unusual as we had no
357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
electric for the first half of the meeting. It was fortunate that most
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH
of our ladies had a small torch in their handbags and a coincidence
Martin was an electrician.
2006 started with our meeting now held on the 4th Thursday of the
Audley W.I Programme 2006
month, after 50 years of being on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.
23rd March Angela’s Just 70 Challenge
We had a very amusing meeting with John Warren in January, but
Mrs Angela Glendenning
we went on a “Coast to Coast” ramble instead of the Peak District,
he had brought the wrong slides, but at least we had electric.
27th April The Lancashire Lad & His Uke
We have just been to the Audley Theatre Pantomime, what a laugh
Mr Jon Baddeley
and excellent value. If you fancy a visit to the W.I, please come on
25th May
Annual Meeting
the last Thursday of the month to St James Hall Audley at 7.15pm,
you will be most welcome. Contact Anne 01782 721957
Contact : 722009, 721957, 721210, 720012.

Annual General Meeting
AUDLEY & DISTRICT
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Date: Friday 31st March 2006
Time: 7.00pm
Place: Audley Community Centre

Members of the public welcome

You are invited to a Tea Dance
We want your advice on dance steps of the time
Come and join the pupils of Ravensmead School in a
World War II themed tea dance.
The pupils will be rehearsing a dance piece they have
prepared to songs from the war and will be in WWII
themed dress.
When: Tuesday 21st March 2006
Time:
1.30pm – 3pm
Where: Ravensmead School, Bignall End
For more information please contact Sarah on
01782 714776
or email
lettinginthelight@dsl.pipex.com

YOUR COMMUNITY CENTRE
NEEDS YOU!
Can you spare a small amount of
time? Would you like to help create
a community centre for the future?
Audley & District Community Centre
are looking for volunteers to work with
the management committee to ensure
that the centre continues to run
successfully and provide a centre
run by the community for the
community.
If you are interested and can spare a
small amount of time please
contact Sarah on 01782 714776 or
email
letinginthelight@dsl.pipex.com
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Tel 01782 722144
Service ‘on the doorstep’ as The Hanley
opens new agency in Audley
People living in and around Audley will benefit
from convenient access to their savings and
mortgage accounts following the opening of a
new agency in the village by local Building
Society The Hanley Economic.
The Hanley has chosen Premier Financial Services as their partner in the new venture, which is
based at Premier’s offices at 74 Church Street
The agency will provide access to The Hanley’s full range of competitive savings and mortgage
products.
Customers will be able to operate accounts locally with cash or cheques.
Pensions or salaries can be paid directly into their accounts,
said Margaret Smith the new Agency Manager.
During recent times many banks and building societies have closed branches and agencies in
small towns to the inconvenience of customers. Audley had Five such facilities at one time.
Now with this new partnership The Hanley and Premier are committed to offering a quality
personal service that is convenient for the people of Audley and the surrounding area said David
Lownds Business Systems manager at the Hanley.
Founded in 1854, The Hanley is one
of Staffordshire’s leading independent
Mutual building societies.
It has 35,000 members and five branches
in Hanley, Newcastle, Longton, Stone and
at its Festival Park, headquarters.
Premier offers independent financial advice after a free initial consultation, from
partners who have over 60 years financial service experience.
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Service Authority
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Proposed Play Area Plan (Aerial View).
Queen Street Wereton ( Children of Audley Residents Association)

After many years of hard campaigning to provide a play area for the children of Audley, the Children of Audley
Residents Association, has unveiled its plans for a proposed revamp of the playing field which is situated behind
the houses of Queen Street Wereton. The plans have been on exhibition in the Audley Community Centre early in
January 2006. We have taken just two of the plans to show what could be done to this area. If these plans go
ahead it will give all the residents a fantastic area for recreation. All age groups and abilities have been taken
into consideration. There is also access for the disabled and seating for the public to relax in. The play areas
have been designed to accommodate all age groups and safety has been a priority which includes the fencing off
of the children’s areas. There will be a Junior area which will contain Slides, Seesaw, Swings and climbing
frames with safety flooring in the event of a fall. The Senior area will house a Five a side football Pitch, also
with Netball facilities. There will be also a
grassed Football Pitch for general use.
The final part is a seating area for the public to
relax and enjoy the floral decorations.
All this is subject to approval, therefore The
Children of Audley Residents Association would
welcome your comments and your support.
The Residents Association is now preparing to
pursue all avenues to get the required funding.
If you wish to contact The Children of Audley
Residents Association, their contact number is:
Tel: Kevin Phillips Chairman: 01782 / 723603.
You could also send your comments to the Editor
of the Audley Community News and we will pass
them on to the Association.
Give them your full support (Editor).
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HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
John Jackson
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS & FREEZER
ORDERS VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE

Tel: (01782) 720737 OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK
Danielle Harrison

Beth Cookes

Emily Day

Ravensmead
School
Bignall End
Seen here are
the three
runner-up
drawings from
the school
competition
which was held
during January
2006.
Many thanks to
the school
for their help.

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 6 days per week
Mon. Tue. Wed. 9.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am - 7.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 5.50

Kids.

£ 5.00

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 3.60

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 3.50
Wash & Cut.

£ 7.00

Beard Trim.

£ 1.50

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office
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Audley C.C 1886
Front row L/R :
??, ??, J Booth, ??.
Second row L/R:
D Henshall, J Leek, G Timmis
C Wareham, A Rowley.
Third row L/R:
T Higginson, C Burgess, G
Rowley, J Malpass, ??, G
Wainwright,
Top row L/R:
J Dale, Thomas Ikin (John
Ikin’s Grandfather), ??, ??,
F Wareham, ??, T Packer.
Can anyone help with the
missing names, if you can please
contact the newsletter.

Audley Cricket Club Est 1885.
Audley Cricket Club which is situated in the idyllic setting in Nantwich Road Audley, was formed in 1885. The
first recorded match played by an Audley team took place in Booth’s Field in Mill End in the 1840’s, their
opponents were Rode Park with the match ending in a fracas. In the 1870’s the team moved to a new ground
which was situated behind the now Co-op late shop in Church Street Audley. This was known as Leddie’s Field
and they continued to play their matches there until 1885, then moving to the Kent Hills ground. After they had
played at the Kent Hills ground for a season a decision to erect a pavilion was made and the photograph above
was taken in 1886 showing the opening of its new pavilion.
During the early 1900’s they added a small hut, then in the 1920’s a refreshment cabin was constructed. Cricket
continued during the 1900’s, then in 1946 Audley became champions of the Senior B section of the North District
League, but were not promoted to the Senior A section.
In 1952-3 season Audley saw its first professional cricketer at their club, when they signed Harry Hancock on
professional terms.
The Kent Hills ground was rented from a local farmer, who in turn rented the land from the County Council, the
rent was £10.00 per annum. The club were restricted by what they could build or develop and were only allowed
to replace existing buildings.
In 1961 the club were informed that the farmer wanted the field back, therefore a decision to purchase an
adjoining field was made at a cost of £3000. An exchange deal was then done with the farmer allowing Audley to
keep the Kent Hill’s ground, with the farmer taking the bought field.
In 1963 a new pavilion was built with the assistance of the Lords Taverners & Playing Fields Association, this
also included the much requested bar for refreshments.
Audley Cricket Club has continue to have success up to the present moment in time and as a small parish Audley
has been very well represented by this very successful team. Your support would be most welcome during the
season at their matches, they also have a lovely club house where you can relax with refreshments.
Replacement
Carpet Service

Cleanall
Carpet Cleaning Service
Carpets Steam Cleaned

Carpets Cleaning
from £25 per room

Lounge Carpets £25.00
Lounge / Diner £45.00
Dry in 30minutes . Deodorised . Sanitised . Spotless
Staircase £25.00
3 Piece Suite £50.00
Call Simon For Free Quotes.
Friendly Service. Furniture Moved.
Rug/runner £7.00
Tel: 01782 750599…...Mobile 07747361424
www.discountrugsuk.com

www.cleanall-of-madeley.co.uk
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Halmer End School Football
Team 1935-6
Top row:
Mr Dale (headmaster), William
Brockley, Stanley Jones, Harry
Meadew, Horace Riley, Harold
Glover, Ray Taylor, Mr Beech
(sports master).
Front row:
Arthur Viggars, John Brockley,
Clive Furnival, Dennis Brockley,
Donald Evans.
We do hope you enjoy the school
sports photographs and we appeal
for more for us to include.
No matter what the sport, just as
long as it’s from our local area and
if possible names and information.
Editor.

Sports Quiz Issue 11
1.

What is the nickname of Rotherham F. C football
club?

2.

What sport do you associate with “The Thomas
Cup” ?

3.

Susan Brown made sporting History in April 1981
by becoming the First What?

4.

Who made more test appearances Kapil Dev or
Ian Botham?

5.

Which sport do you associate with T.V. presenter
Mark Nicholas ?

6

Which sportsman lit the torch at the opening
ceremony of the 1996 Olympics ?

7

What sporting event did Stephen Roche win in
1987 ?

8

Who was the first footballer to earn £100 per
week & who did he play for ?

9.

The B.D,O. is the governing body of what sport ?

10

Which sport would go to a Basho ?

11.

Which sportsman published his autobiography
called “My Life &The Beautiful game”?

12. Which sport is played on a field whose maximum
size is 200yds x 300yds?
Find the answers on page 27.

Audley Football Club
Audley Football Club gratefully acknowledge
receipt of £1370.00 from the Partners assuring a
Safer Staffordshire (this is a scheme run by Staffs
Police).
This money has enabled us at the club to install a
fully monitored burglar alarm system and security
lighting to the outside of the premises.
Both of these items were needed at the club and
now we feel that when people use the car park not
only for football facilities but also for Ravensmead
School events that people have a well lit safe
environment to move in. The alarm is a secure
investment and will hopefully deter any intruders
who may wish to cause damage to this well used
community facility.
On behalf of all at Audley thank you very much for
your assistance in helping us secure this much
needed grant.

Kelvin Chell.

JU-JITSU
Audley Community Centre
We cater for both Children & Adults
Why not try our Beginners Lessons in Martial Arts
Qualified Instructors
With over 25 years of
experience.
All are welcome

Contact Numbers:
Deb 01782 / 723960
Pam 01782 / 721577
www.wjjf.co.uk
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Chapel Street Bignall End Sot Staffs
Tuesday Night Darts & Pool

*Grays Star Buy’s*
*Beer *
*£1.50* a pint.

Come and enjoy our
Refurbished Beer Garden

Sky *TV*
*Live Football*
01782 720622

*Large Screen*
*Premier Plus*

The Rotary Club of Audley
The Rotary Club have had a very busy, but successful Christmas and New Year.
Yet again, the villages in our area have been wonderfully generous.
The Santa collections raised a marvellous £4,200. These donations will be used to fund our various charity
projects during the year and helps us to be able to respond quickly to new, urgent needs.
The ‘Tree of Light’ has exceeded all expectations and raised £636 for The Donna Louise Trust.
Finally, the New Year Bring and Buy sales at Audley and Halmer End were well supported and raised nearly
£1,000. This will go to providing relief to the Pakistani earthquake victims and emergency disaster boxes for
any forthcoming similar tragedies.
From all of the Rotary Club, a very big ‘thank-you’ to all of the people of in our community who contributed so
much.
Once again, our ‘Curry Night’ in November was a great success and raised £874 for our international charity
projects. Thank you to the ‘Evening Spice’ in Madeley for their wonderful generosity.
We have also been active with the local schools. We assisted Madeley High with their Industry Day and
performed mock interviews with pupils from Chesterton High.
In the near future, we have our ‘Young Chef’ and ‘Youth Speaks’ competitions, which will take place over the
next two months.
On the social side, we all enjoyed our Christmas meal at the Butchers Arms and we have had some very
interesting speakers over the last few months. We are still involved in our District quiz, table tennis and snooker
competitions. However, we are unfortunately no longer involved in the Ten Pin Bowling competition.
Neil Ginnis
Rotary Contacts
Public Relations:
Secretary:

Neil Ginnis (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net)
David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net)
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Our Silver Jubilee Plaque
Hope Street Bignall End
After two years of renovation to the former (paper shop), at the top of
Hope Street Bignall End, we are please to announce that the plaque in
memory of the Best Dressed Street during the Queens Silver Jubilee
1977, has now been re-erected. There had been a number of
enquiries to what had happened to the plaque during the renovation
and as an original member of the Street Party Committee I was most
concerned. I therefore made a number of enquiries with little success,
I then contacted councillor Ann Beech who continued with the
enquiries and she eventually found the plaque and had it returned to
us. We would like to thank Ann for all her help and anyone who gave
their assistance to have it returned to its rightful place.
Dorothy Whitmore Hope Street.

Warning to the Elderly
On Tuesday 17th January 2006, in
Boyles Hall Road Bignall End, a
young man claiming to be a Water
Contamination Official, stole a
purse containing £500, from an
elderly lady. The young man mid
20’s of slim build, barged his was
through the front door and when the
resident went to fetch a neighbour
he left through the rear window of
the property taking the purse with
him. It is thought he was driving an
L registration Audi.
There has been a similar incident in
Clayton recently.
Police have warned everyone in the
area to be aware of these bogus
visitors and if you have any reason
to be suspicious, do not allow them
to entry your property. If you have
any doubt call either a neighbour or
contact the police.
Better to be safe than sorry.

Rotary Club Awards.
Editor Ernie Moulton of the Audley
Community Newsletter has been
awarded the
Service Above Self Award by
The Rotary Club of Audley.
The editor was invited on the 1st of
February 2006 to what he thought
was to collect a cheque for funding to
assist the cost of publications of
future newsletters. He was presented
the award by president John Brunt at
the Butchers Arms. This award is in
recognition of his outstanding
service to the community.

Audley Male Voice
You’ll have heard of Audley Male Voice Choir, if not where have you been,
They’re a group of dedicated men, no finer can be seen.
It’s pure joy to hear them singing, they bring us so much pleasure,
If you go to their concerts, It’s a night you’ll always treasure.
In their uniforms they look so smart, a handsome bunch are they,
And Phillip looks so dapper, how does he keep the girls away.
He puts the choir through their paces, he wants nothing but the best,
The chaps know he’s not joking, so the best is what he gets.
They’re accompanied by Ian Riddle a wizard on the keys,
On organ or piano, he plays them both with ease.
Twice a year the choir perform at Hanley’s Victoria Hall,
And what a night we have, enjoyed by one and all.
So from all your ardent fans, we thank you each and every one,
For giving us so much pleasure, so please do carry on.
Keep singing and brightening all our lives as you go,
What would we do without your music, I really do not know.

Pam Redfern
Wood Lane.
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Fresh
Vegetables

The Village Fruit Shop

Selection of Fine
Cheeses
Cooked Meats
Bacon &
Pork Sausages
WRIGHTS
PIES

Fresh
Fruit

FRESH
OATCAKES
DELIVERED
DAILY

29 CHURCH
STREET
AUDLEY
Tel: (01782) 721885

Fresh Flower & Bouquets
Floral Tributes & Wreaths made to order
Remember Mother’s Day 26th March

Excellent range of fine
Jams & Sauces

Free local Delivers

The Village Fruit Shop (Trivia)
1.
2.
3.

On which river does Buenos Aires stand?
How many columns are there in the game Connect 4?
Which famous literary character’s parents were
killed by Lord Voldemort?
4.
What is the largest planet in the solar system?
5.
What was Minerva the Roman Goddess of?
6.
What do the letters MI in MI 5 and MI 6 stand for?
7.
Why did large crowds gather in Cornwall on the 11th
of August in 1999?
8.
What was the name of the hippy rabbit in the
children’s TV programme The Magic Roundabout?
9.
In which year did the Gunpowder Plot take place?
10. In which town is the television programme The Office
set?
11. The month of January is named after which Roman
God?
12. Which is the only city in the Highlands of Scotland?

Audley Primary Care Centre
News from Prima 200
Temporary Health Centre
Audley Cricket Ground.
We hope people are pleased with the standard of
the temporary accommodation. You might have
been aware of a few teething troubles but these
have now been dealt with and the practice is
operating as normal.
As the cricket season approaches it’s important
that we do not disrupt the event at the club. It
would be appreciated if patients and staff park
their vehicles in the marked spaces only. You
can use also the lay-by at the side of the road.

27 Church Street Audley SOT Tel: 721885

New Health Centre Church Street.
The security fencing is now in place around the
main site and preparations are in place to
demolish the old surgery. There is asbestos in
the old building which presents no hazard to the
public. Demolition of the old Church Street
surgery started on the 13th February 2006.

This Trivia is Sponsored by
The Village Fruit Shop
The winner of the Trivia will receive a

In our next issue of the Audley Primary Care
Centre Newsletter available at the surgery, we
will outline the key stages of construction that
you’re likely to see over the next eleven months.

The Village Fruit Shop Audley Trivia

“Bouquet of Flowers”
To participate you must send your entries to
ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End SOT ST7 8QL
If you live in the Parish and Win the Trivia the flowers will
be delivered. If you live outside of the Parish you must
collect your prize. Entries in by 1st May 2006

You can find all the details about the New
Audley Health Centre and its construction via
our information page on the web at
www.audleycommunitynews.ik.com
For general enquiries call Prima 200 office on
(1782)657278.
For enquiries with reference to construction
Contact: 07654 380918
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For fun filled evenings, packed with activities
Brownies

Come join us at;

Age 7-10 years
Monday 6.30-7.30pm Wood Lane Brownies
Wood Lane Methodist Church

EXPERT GUITAR TUITION
Most styles catered for, beginners welcome
Lessons given from either the friendly
atmosphere of my home, or I will travel to
your home.
Competitive prices - no extra charge for weekends.
Tel 07899694931 after 6.30pm (Local Tutor)

Thursday 6.00-7.30pm Halmer End Chapel
Alsagers Bank & Halmer End Brownies
Guides Age 10-15 years
Audley Guides
Tuesday 7.30-9pm St James Church Hall
For any further information contact
Mrs S Sumner Tel 01782 721438
audleyguides@hotmail.co.uk

Find The “EGGS”
Easter Surprise
Easter competition for the under 11’s

Find the 12 Easter Eggs hidden throughout the
magazine. Please put the page number and position
Disaster Relief Fund
you find the Eggs on the pages and send your
answers, to the Editor with you name / address &
Pakistan Earthquake
Once again the Audley Rotary Club took it upon itself to phone number if possible.
organise a Bring & Buy sale, in aid of the:
THREE PRIZES OF EASTER EGGS
Disaster Relief Fund.
Entries must be in by the 3rd April 2006
The venues were at the Halmer End Methodist Church,
Send entries to
where £515.00 was collected and at the St James
Editor ACN
Church Hall Audley where £410.00 was collected.
The Audley Rotary Club has decided to make up the
23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL
amount to £1000, which will be donated to the Pakistan
Prize winners to collect prizes from the Audley
Earthquake Disaster. The Rotary Club wish to pass
Community Centre 10am-12noon.
on it thanks to all who help to make it a success.
Newsletter Meetings Wednesday Mornings.
The newsletter is appealing for your photographs and information
for use in future issues. We would welcome your memories & stories.

ERN PHILLIPS MEMORIAL TROPHY
AUDLEY W.M.C
Audley Workingmen’s Club held their annual ERN PHILLIPS indoor
bowls Memorial Trophy on the 7th January 2006. The competition
attracted 36 entries who came from all parts of the Potteries which
included England and County players. The youngest competitor was
12 years of age and others who entered were new to the game of
bowls.
The competition was run as a Round Robin giving all entrants a
guaranteed number of games.
Semi-finalists were:
Ellie Oakes & Valerie Wright / Rosemary Birks & May Jones / Paul
Sutton & Marilyn Greaves / Nigel Tatton & Ian Jones.
Finalist were:
Paul Sutton & Marilyn Greaves v Ellie Oakes & Valerie Wright.

WINNERS: ELLIE OAKES & VALERIE WRIGHT
A big thank you must go to Trevor Harrison for the excellent day
and also Audley Workingmen’s Club for their hospitality.
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“For All Occasions”

Newcastle Garden
Machinery

Hand ties etc
Greeting Cards For All Occasions

REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING
All Types of Gardening Equipment.

Flowers & Bouquets

80A Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
Tel: 01782 720060

Free Collection & Delivery Service.

Don’t forget to buy that special Bouquet
For that special ‘Mum’ on Sun 26th March
Funeral Tributes
Wedding Flowers
& Gifts
For all Occasions

Order Your Flowers
& Bouquets
Same Day delivery
Free delivery in the Parish
Sunday by arrangements.

View from the Past page 2 answer
The quaint view is of the Railing Row High Street
Halmer End taken in the early 1950’s this has now gone.
Audley Community News do try to ensure, wherever
possible that information contained in the newsletter is
accurate. Information received for publication is
sometimes impossible to clarify. We therefore cannot
take responsibility for any inaccuracies in Text, Facts,
Addresses or Telephone numbers.

KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE
NANTWICH ROAD Ride-ons,Rotavators
AUDLEY
Hedgecutters,Strimmers
Lawnmowers & More.
TEL: 01782 723131
MOB: 07754 456759

Car Boot n Table Top Sale
Audley & District Community Centre
Saturday 25th March 2006 / 9.00am
Saturday 29th April 2006 / 9.00am
Saturday 27th May 2006 / 9.00am
For more information Tel: 01782 / 723469

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES
COUNCILOR
ANDREW WEMYSS
Tel. (01782) 723117

andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
***************************************

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES
Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************
To use this service you
must put your repeat
slip in the:
box at the pharmacy

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for any
information regarding Council matters.
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COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS
Tel: (01782) 720506

COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH

EDDIE

MEL

Tel: (01782) 722847

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL
10.00 am –11 am. Second Saturday of the month.
WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE
APEDALE ROAD

ANN

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month.

G K MOTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT

Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944

Pre MOT
Inspection

GENERAL
AUTO REPAIRS

MOT FAILURES
FREE ESTIMATES
BACKCHESTER
ROAD

Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

Where you can find us
AUDLEY POST OFFICE
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END C.C
HALMER END POST OFFICE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE LIBRARY
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY
HALMER END WMC
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE
RAILWAY INN HALMER END

SPORTS ANSWERS

TO ADVERTISE
‘Call’ 01782 721565
Children’s Christmas Quiz Winner Issue 10

Katie Slater Aged 9 Silverdale

Christmas Quiz Winner
Issue 10
Robert Brown
Benjamins Way Bignall End

You may receive
home visits by
appointment.

www.audley.net
For village events,
family history,
Rotary information.
Also for your very
own local
E-mail address.

1.The Millers
2.Badminton
3.Cox University Boat Race
4.Kapil Dev
5.Cricket
6.Muhammed Ali
7.Tour De France
8.Johnny Haynes Fulham
9.Darts
10.Sumo Wrestling
11.Pele
12.Polo
More next time.
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Horsleys

Logs for
Sale

Logs for
Sale

63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware
Call in and see our
extensive range of
DIY Goods
Paints, Wood, Glass,
Nails & Adhesives

We have now available

We will supply
all your gardening
needs

A fine selection of ‘Bedding’ Plants
‘SEEDS’
Now Available For
Flowers & Vegatables

We have a selection of
‘Fancy Goods’
Extensive choice of
Household items

Fishing Tackle
Pet Food, Horse Feed

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

Tel: 01782 /720507
‘Free’ Local Deliveries

Audley Plumbing
&
Heating Services
Corgi Registered

Tel: (01782) 720333

Local Family Business

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS

For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE

MOT
By appointment or while
you wait.
Call Craig anytime.

EXHAUST FITTING
BAY

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’
Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

35 Years Experience
No Job To Small
Bathroom suites Replaced
All Work Guaranteed
Contracts Undertaken
Private & Commercial
Treat Your Central Heating
Why not give it that much needed
Service.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY
Tel: (01782) 720333

Fast Efficient Friendly
Service

24 Hour Emergency Call
Emergency
07780505191

Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate

