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Dear Readers,
The news team wish all the readers, a very merry Christmas and a very prosperous New Year for 2006.
We are happy to report that we can now look forward to another twelve months of producing your Audley
Community News. All we now require is your input, so come along and dig deep into your memory bank of
knowledge. You must have something of interest to tell, or even maybe a secret from the past, that will be of
interest to our readers.
This past two years of producing the newsletter has been a very rewarding experience for me personally and has
shown what can be done with a little help from the people around you. We also have had the support of such
generous people from the parish, not only have we had their financial support, we have also had a great number
of letters of gratitude and support.
We do hear of many of the bad things that can happen in a small parish, but for myself, I would not change places
with anyone, what more can you ask from a village like ours. There has been a number people from the parish
who have expressed their concern about the behaviour of a some of the younger groups who roam the village
causing disruptions and they feel that it is about time this behaviour was dealt with. I have received a number of
correspondences from people who have left the parish, who now wonder why they ever left. It was also nice to be
told, that the Audley Community News Letter, is now looked forward to being read in many parts of the world by
former parishioners. I do hope you continue to enjoy the newsletter and don’t forget to put pen to paper.
I would like to wish you all a very special Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
More next time. Editor.

Audley Health Centre
Well at last it is about to happen, we are talking about the construction of a new health centre to serve the needs of
the parish of Audley. This has been a long dragged out affair, not knowing where, or when it would appear.
We now know that the temporary surgery will be situated next to the Audley Cricket Club, many feel it may as well
be on the moon. We also know that transport to and from the surgery is still the main issue.
I attended the first of the PPI meetings in September at the Audley Community Centre and a representative from
the Primary Care Health Trust was there observing. He assured the meeting that this problem of transport would
be sorted before the start of the construction. It was felt at the meeting that if only the Surgery and the Primary
Care Trust had put into place a proper plan for transport for the patients, this construction would have been
accepted many months ago by the people of the parish. If you have a problem with transport contact the surgery.

Quaint View from the past.
Here is a quaint view from the past, can you tell where this photograph was taken? The building has now
changed dramatically, a clue is religion . Have you got a view of the parish that we could use? If so please
send it to the Editor. Answer will be found on page 27.
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Audley & District Family History Society
The Old Hayswood Estate & Colliery
The forgotten colliery of Old Hayswood was in Halmer End alongside the present day Co-operative Lane. The
site has recently been levelled, the two shafts filled in and the houses of Minnie Close built on the site. The
Hayswood Estate was of 27 acres, centred on what later became the Boars Head Inn. This comprised of the
land enclosed by High Street, Heathcote Road and Co-operative Lane in Halmer End. The Hayswood Estate
also included the present-day fields behind Minnie Close and Halmer End Workingmen’s Club. The Estate was
purchased by William Burgess of Boyles Hall Farm Audley, in 1805. His descendants held a majority
shareholding in the estate and colliery until 1902. The colliery was worked only sporadically during its life.
Thomas Proctor of Alsagers Bank, The West Yorkshire & North Staffordshire Co-operative Coal Mining &
Building Society (which gave its name to Co-operative Lane), The Old Hayswood Coal & Iron Company and
the Midland Coal & Coke Company were the major operators between the 1860’s and 1902.
This article is by way of an appeal for information. Do any readers possess documents or photographs
relating to the land or colliery? Do you live on the site of the estate and have access to your property deeds
which may mention any of the above names? Do you have any photos taken in back gardens facing on to the
site or taken from the surrounding areas showing any of the site in the 1960’s or earlier? Has anyone had the
opportunity to purchase any documents during the past 2 years relating to this estate and which originate from
a solicitor’s office clearout? If you can answer ‘yes’ to any of the questions or think you can help in any way
then please contact the Society or the Newsletter Editor with details.
Research into Old Hayswood is currently ongoing and an article will be produced for publication in The
Audley Historian in 2 years time.

The Old Hayswood Estate in 1898
By this time the terraced properties in High Street
had been built on the estate and additional land had
been made available for gardens at the rear of the
properties.
The two cottages, (now converted into one building)
alongside Heathcote Road and close to the entrance
to Co-operative Lane, were a part of the original
estate purchased in 1805 and therefore very old.
There was also an earlier ironstone mine on the
estate in a field which now forms the rear of the
playing fields of the Sir Thomas Boughey High
School.
Clive Millington

Forthcoming meetings in Audley Church Hall:
Admission £1.00 to non-members. All welcome.
Research 2-4pm. on Wed. 7th December / Wed. 4th January / Wed. 1st February
Talk 7.30-9pm on Fri. 6th January
Research 7-9pm on Fri. 2nd December / Fri. 3rd February
All enquiries Tel. 01782 720495
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Dear Editor,
Thank you once again for an excellent
issue of the Audley Community News, I thoroughly
enjoyed reading the last issue.
When my parents moved from Rye Hills to live near to
me in Poulton-Le-Fylde because of their failing
health, I recall one day walking round to their house
to see them and on the way there was a sudden storm.
On opening the door to my bedraggled figure, my
mother said “are you wet dear”. I got to thinking
what a stupid questions we all ask at times, I
therefore decided to write a poem to remember all
those foolish questions. Please find this on page 8.
Yours sincerely
Ettie Pemberton Lancashire.
Dear Editor,
Thank you for the newsletter and carry on with the
good work.
I would just like to say that the Audley Community
News gives lots of pleasure to many people,
especially those like me who live alone.
Please find also enclosed a donation
Yours sincerely Mrs Ada.R Jackson Lancashire.

Reply to issue 8.
Dear Editor,
I would like to reply to the letter “Keep it under the
pillow”.
The parish has not been left out in the wilderness
without a bank, in fact there are 18 types of banks
that you can withdraw money from and 7 banks that
you can deposit in. You can withdraw from the
Halifax if you have the Easy cash account and if you
are with the Halifax and have not got Easy cash
account all you do is ring the bank and set it up.
These banks are within your own village, all under
one roof.
All at your local Post Office.
But if you want to travel to the town in a car about 12
miles round trip at 56p a mile plus 80p parking for
one hour, it will cost £7.52 plus still waiting in a
queue. You can use your local Post Office for Free
banking and if your bank has not got an account that
can be used at a Post Office, just point out that 60%
of villages have a Post Office to less than 9% of
villages with a bank.
Even Nat West has an account-the step account–
which allows you to remove cash free from the Post
Office.
Writing letters to MPs or writing petitions won’t stop
closures. Only using the Post Office will stop
closures. We don’t just sell stamps!
Ian Wilkes Audley Post Office.

Readers Letters.
Dear Editor,
I would just like to say that the September
issue of ACN was most enjoyable.
The photograph on the front page of the magazine of the
motor cycle and side car even though I sent it in, I
couldn't say where it was taken. I therefore asked my
brother in law who is Mildred's son, but even he did not
know where it was taken.
The photograph of the Audley Infants School 1938, I
can name one or two of the missing names. On the
second row from the top, fifth from the left is June
Tomkinson. Third from the right is Pat Warburton and
on the one on the end is me Dorothy Riley.
I can recognise the others but cannot put names to
them, but what a lovely surprise. I had not seen this
photograph before and would have like to have thank
John Taylor for passing it to the Newsletter. I do
remember John Taylor, but had not seen him for many
years, please pass on my condolence to his family.
When reading about all the events that take place in
Audley, also all the nostalgic letters which you publish,
I wonder why we ever left Audley in the first place. I do
admit we do live in a beautiful part of North Wales.
I still have relations who live in Bignall End and we do
still visit often.
Reading about the 1926 General Strike, my father was a
miner and he was in the strike. Mother often talked to
my sister Miriam and I of the hardship the strike
caused.
Once again many thanks.
Yours sincerely Dorothy Lovatt. Conwy.

To the Editor.
Many thanks for the memories you brought back to me ,
when I received issue 8 of the Audley Community News.
The photograph on page 20, of the 1959-60 Halmer End
Football team, showed that at one time I did indeed have
a head of hair. All my friends and family here in
Adelaide certainly had a good laugh, when I showed them
this photograph in the magazine.
I receive the magazine via John Webb from Bignall End, I
must admit to looking forward to seeing every issue.
I have being living here in Australia for quite a few years
but it’s so nice to read about the parish and was fantastic
to see all my old team mates from Halmer End School.
Your magazine is full of information about the past and
also shows all the events that are happening in and
around the parish at the present time. There are many
people like myself who have left to live in other parts of
the world and for many years have not had the
opportunity to read about our former villages. This can
now be done by reading this brilliant magazine.
Thanks for the memories and keep up the good work.
Ray Webb, Onkapinga Hills Adelaide Australia.
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Dear Editor:
Reference to the Fred White Memorial Night of
entertainment held at the Audley Workingmen's
Club. Held in aid of Ward 73 NSH (Cancer Ward)..
I wish to say how grateful we were to everyone who gave us
their support on such an important night in aid of a
wonderful cause. During the evening of entertainment we
managed to raise the grand total of £680.00. I would like to
assure all the people who contributed to this total, that every
penny of this money raised will go towards the cost of
helping the patients in care in ward 73. This money will
help to make the patients more comfortable during their stay
in this ward.
My late father Fred White was a patient in Ward 73 during
the time of his illness. I can’t thank the staff of Ward 73
enough for the care and consideration which he received.
This memorial night in aid of funds, is a way in which myself
and my family can say thank you to everyone at North Staffs
Hospital Ward 73.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Audley
Community News for all their help in publicising the fund
raising event.
Many thanks
Debbie White.

If you wish to have your say why not write to
the Editor and have your letter published in
our next issues.

Dear Editor,
Congratulations to everyone involved in
the newsletter.
With reference to the photograph in your last
issue, asking for information about the ceramic
football cup. I do remember the ceramic
football cup in the photograph in issue 9 and
also remember well the excitement in Wereton
when the coach returned after the match. The
team gave great pleasure to my father-in-law
George Bushell, who was confined to his bed in
the parlour of his home at 28 Mellard Street
Wereton. The whole of the football team took
the cup for him to see before they went on to
the “Stute”, which was the wooden building
which was situated on the Patch in Wereton.
Keep up the good work.
Cheers,
Edna Bushell Cinderford Glos.

Dear Editor,
A few weeks ago I was delighted to receive a copy of your excellent Audley Community News
(Issue No.6 Nov 2004). On page 5 is a group photograph, submitted by Gerald Maddock, of the Audley
Cycling Club taken around 1900. What intrigued me was that on the extreme left of the photograph is my grandfather, Daniel Maddock, who was apparently the club’s President. In spite of spending the first twenty-five
years of my life in Audley this was the first time I had seen a full-length photograph of my grandfather. Every
day I would have walked past a head and shoulders portrait of him set in a heavy frame which hung in the hall
of The Bungalow, New Road Bignall End where I lived. The picture now hangs in a smaller frame in my lounge
where I now live in Suffolk. My grandfather died in 1909, eighteen years before I was born and I always
imagined him to be of similar build to my father, John (Jack) Maddock , who was 6ft tall, but the photograph
proved him to be much shorter in stature and shows a distinct resemblance to uncle Ted Maddock who lived in
Barthomley Road until his death in 1984. The fact that the photograph was taken at the bottom of Barthomley
Road adds to the interest especially as it also shows my father's only sister Annie who died in 1922 and who of
course I never knew.
I am extremely indebted to Gerald for submitting the photograph and should you publish my letter, would like to
express my thanks to him for so doing. I sincerely hope that Gerald will not be offended if I make a few
additions to the family facts that accompany the photograph. Mention is made of Daniel’s grandchildren who
remain in the village so could I on behalf of the others bring the record up to date.
Hazel (Taylor) did in fact have a brother Cedric and sister Jean who sadly died at the age of twelve and
fourteen respectively. Wendy (Amos) is on the list. Pam (Spence) has a sister Sylvia who lives in Yorkshire.
Dorothy (Spode) and Wilf have a brother Frank who moved to live in the Westlands. My sister Nancie
(Kirkham) lived in Cheshire and yours truly has spent all his working life in Suffolk now retired. Finally Gerald
omitted to mention his father Vince which I think must complete the list.
Could I say in conclusion how much I enjoy reading your Community News and congratulate you on such a well
produced magazine. I have one more copy recently forwarded to me by a friend and would be interested to
know if there are any back copies available. I enclose a donation to offset some of your obvious costs and if
there is a mailing list in operation I should very much like to become a contributor.
Daniel Maddock Suffolk.
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Dog
Care Centre

Audley

Designer Dog

Audley Library Revamp
Qualified
Carer

Professional Grooming Service
For all Breeds
Bathed – Clipped – Nails Etc.
Call ‘Sheila’ Tel: (01782) 720470
128 Ravens Lane, Bignall End,
ST7 8PY

Personal Friendly Service
All For Your Dogs Well Being

Audley Library in Church Street has now had £2000 spent on
a revamp to the inside of the building. I recently visited the
building and was quite surprised to see how much room there
is now to allow you to stroll around the aisles and choose your
books.
The inside of the building has been decorated to an excellent
standard. My advice is to make a visit and see the excellent
layout for yourselves. Audley Library is there for you all to
use, it’s free to join and packed full of information.
The library also caters for the needs of everyone, including
access to the use of computers linked to the internet. There is
also a great children's section, so come along and enjoy the
excellent selection of books which are now available.
We need to support our libraries, as not to use them, may
mean we lose them. www.stafforshire.gov.uk/libaries

Audley Infants School Nativity Front Page.
1963
Front row: L/Right
A Riley, ??, ??, ??, ??, G Brennan, R Hickson,
I Eardley, N Whalley.

SMOKE ALARMS SAVE LIVES

Second Row: L/Right
M Jones, J Brockley, S Adams, S Ector,
Do you know that your local fire station fire
J Jackson, P Harris
officers will visit your home and give you ‘Free’
Fire Safety Advice. This visit would also include
the ‘Free’ supply of new smoke alarms to your
home, if you have none installed at time of the
visit. How can you not take up this amazing offer
and sleep with the knowledge of having the
protection of SMOKE ALARMS in your property.
For further information contact your local fire
station. Tel: 01782 619232 or 01782 637204

And have a Merry Christmas.
Audley St. James Players.
We were asked the question in issue 9, when
was the first reunion held and where. We
have to thank Mona Latham for passing on
the information. Mona was the landlady of
the Butchers Arms Public House when the
event took place. It was held on Saturday
the 2nd October1976, at the Butchers Arms
and Mona has still got the menu and an
invitation card. It cost £2.75p to attend,
three of the founder members attended, Mrs
Marion Platt, Miss Lou Warham and Mrs
Doris Flamak. The evening was said to have
been a tremendous success.
Many thanks to Mrs Latham

Back row: L/Right
C Dale, P Washington, J Smith, J Taylor,
A Eardley.
Can anyone help to fill in the missing names?
Please send your information to the editor.
We would love the opportunity to receive any of
your old photographs to use in one of the next
issues of the newsletter, just contact the editor.
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Wm. Riley & Sons Ltd

High Street, Halmer End, Stoke-on-Trent, ST7 8BJ
Seedsmen-Ironmongers-Hardware-Agricultural & Horticultural Merchants
Key Cutting Service While You Wait.
Suppliers of Seeds, Fertilizers, Turf dressing, Chemicals, etc.
For all Sports Grounds, Lawns, Schools, Sports Clubs or any amenity area.
Tel: 01782 720212
http://www.rileyw.co.uk

Fax: 01782 722089
Email: mail@rileyw.co.uk

M6 expansion plans.
We reported part of this information in our last issue, this information has been passed on to us by Jane
Leaper.
(This expansion plan would almost certainly cut through Audley.)
To some of us , a new wider M6 North or a toll road seems like a solution to daily delay and accidents on our
motorways. But would it end up with just another highway that would either be underused or as blocked as the
original? There are many alternatives to improve the use of our existing motorways-better lane use, improved
driving skills, speed restrictions, more use of rail links, car sharing and better public transport links to name
but a few.
Jane Leaper, from Staffordshire Campaign to Protect Rural England
Dear Editor:
In July last year Alistair Darling, the Secretary of State for Transport, announced a surprise consultation on the
‘concept’ of a new toll road-an ‘Expressway’ running parallel to the M6 between Cannock in Staffordshire and
Knutsford in Cheshire. The land taken for the new road would be huge, much larger than widening the M6. It
would blight communities along the route and spoil large tracts of our precious countryside. Audley and every
other community close to the M6 is at risk. Since the Expressway would only have three junctions it would
offer little economic benefit to Staffordshire.
The consultation period was three and a half months. During that time the Campaign to Protect Rural England
and friends of the Earth worked together with community groups and local politicians to mobilise opposition to
the Expressway. An action group - GAME (Group Against Motorway Expansion) was formed, based in Stafford.
We are opposed to both widening the M6 and the Expressway, but the Expressway is the worst alternative.
98% of the responses to the consultation expressed opposition to the Expressway, yet on July 19th the
Government claimed that there was ‘no consensus’ and that it would go ahead with a feasibility study that will
look at both options of widening the M6 or the Expressway. The study is being carried out by the Highways
Authority.
The campaign continues. Continued opposition may not only dissuade the government but may also deter the
private companies from tendering for the contracts to build and operate the Expressway toll.
To find out more about the campaign got to: <http:/nom6e.blogspot.com> email mele@ic24.net
<mailto:mele@ic24.net> or phone John Gale on 01785 214894.
To find out more about CPRE go to www.cprestaffordshire.org.uk <http:/www.cprestaffordshire.org.uk>
Email protect@cprestaffordshire.org.uk <mailto:protect@cprestaffordshire.org.uk> phone 01785 277890
Or contact me on 01782 550345.
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Apple Orange & Raspberry
Nutty Crumble
For the filling:
225g/8ozs. Cooking Apples, peeled,
cored and sliced.
2 Oranges, peeled & pith removed
225g/8ozs. Raspberries
25g/1oz. Caster Sugar
For the topping:
100g/4ozs. Ground almonds
50g/ 2ozs. Muesli
50g/2ozs Vegetable Margarine
25g/1oz. Demerara Sugar
Method
Preheat oven to 180C/350F or Gas
Mark 4
For the topping: Mix muesli and
almonds together. Rub in the
margarine and stir in the sugar.
For the filling: Layer the apples in an
ovenproof dish. Cut the oranges
across the grain to make circles and
place on top of the apples. Top with
the raspberries and sprinkle over the
sugar.
Spoon the topping over the fruit in the
dish and bake in the oven for 40-50
mins.
Many thanks to Dawn Dobson.

Cooking Tips
When measuring honey from a jar, run the
spoon under hot water first, the honey will then
run off the spoon.
To make cream go further, add an unbeaten egg
white and whip together with the cream.
A small knob of butter added to chocolate icing
will prevent it turning dull when set.
When using hard fat from the fridge to make
pastry, it will easier to rub in if coarsely grated.

The Perfect Fit
Garment Alteration
&
Repairs
Tel: Joanne
(01782) 729169

Spicy Glazed Pork Chops
1 level tbsp. curry paste
1 level tbsp. mango chutney
A large pinch turmeric
1 tbsp. vegetable oil
4 pork loin chops
Method
Put the curry paste, mango chutney,
turmeric and oil in a bowl and mix well
together.
Preheat the grill to high. Put the chops on to
a grill rack, season well and brush with half
of the curry mixture.
Grill for 8-10 mins until golden and slightly
charred.
Turn the chops over, season again and brush
with the remaining curry mixture.
Put back under the grill and cook for a further
6-8 mins. until tender and slightly charred.
Serve with sautéed potatoes and grilled
tomatoes.

Mincemeat Slices
5 ozs./ 150g. Vegetable margarine
3ozs/ 75g. Soft brown sugar
8ozs/ 225g. Wholewheat flour
4ozs/ 100g. Porridge oats
11ozs/ 300g. Mincemeat
Method
Preheat the oven to 200C, 400F or Gas Mark 6 and grease
a shallow baking tin approx 8”by 8”.
Melt the margarine and brown sugar in a large saucepan.
Mix together the flour and oats together. Remove pan from
the heat and add flour and oat mixture, mix well.
Spoon half the mixture into the baking tin. Press down
firmly using back of a spoon make sure it gets into corners.
With a tablespoon carefully sprinkle the mincemeat evenly
all over the base and smooth it out with back of a spoon.
Spread the remaining oat mixture over the top, again
pressing it down firmly all over the mincemeat.
Bake the mixture in the centre of the oven for about 20mins
or until top is tinged brown.
Remove from the oven and use a sharp knife to cut it into 12
squares, but leave them in the tin until they are quite cold.
Finish with a light dusting of sifted icing sugar.
When cool, lift them out with a palette knife.
These are a delicious alternative to mince pies, for your
Christmas feast.
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Foolish Questions

Poetry and Rhyme from our readers.

The foolish questions some husbands ask
When you return from walking your pet
Caught in a shower, hair dripping, pet squelchy
He looks in surprise and asks, “Are you wet?”.

“Feline Friendship”
Ferocious, fiery, tigress pet,
Passion feral at times -- and yet,
Gentle rhythms penetrate smitten
Guarding, washing, helpless kitten.
Glare enlarge hypnotic eyes,
Vision projected, warily wiseDanger diverted to accept sleep
By ears alert where whispers creep.

The foolish questions some parents ask
When their son at football falls in the dirt
With bloodied knees, grazed shins, he limps home
They run to him and say, “Are you hurt?”.
The foolish question some wives will ask
As her man flops in the chair with a sigh
Too weary to talk, his eyelids droop
She wakes him with a start to say, “Are you tired?”.

Dangerous draws extending claws,
Sinking sharp as scratching scores.
Purposely padding, pressing content,
Purring promotions with logic consent.
Rapid regime -- terror to soul,
Haunts traumatic for mouse or vole.
Motionless mystery, blended unheard,
Vampire lust to low flying bird.
Comfort collected, contentment creamed,
Coherent compassion in collusion dreamed.
Successful persuasion -- once homeless stray,
Now graciously part of our lives every day.
Peter W. Hodgkins.

The foolish questions some families ask
After missing the bus you walk home to the fold
Teeth chattering, nose red, eyes running
You rush to the fire. They ask, “Are you cold?”.
The foolish questions some wives ask
Whilst her husband lies in slumber deep
His snores re-verberate, but she needs to talk
So leaning over loudly says, “Are you asleep?”.
The foolish questions some men ask
When served their stew from the pot
Distracted, the cook spills gravy on flesh
Shouts “Ouch”, the man asks, “Was it hot?”.
I wonder when man, satin clad, lies in state
A brass handled coffin his bed
His breath long stopped, awaiting his fate
Will friends approach and ask, “Are you dead?”.

A Prisoner’s Dream

Ettie Pemberton

I had a dream last night on my bed of straw,
And lots of wonderful things I saw
Roast Turkey, fried Duck and Rabbit stew
And a big Christmas pudding with sauce on it too.

Always

After that came Pork and a big chunk of Veal
As I buried my teeth in, it tasted just real
With big chunks of bread just plastered with butter
Which I stuffed down my neck, till I did nought but splutter.
Well I ate and I ate till I couldn't eat no more
I slipped off my bed and lay on the floor
Then a beautiful blonde lay by my side
And said in a whisper “I am your bride”.
Well I turned to my bride my duty to do
To kiss her sweet lips and other things too
When suddenly I awoke to the sound of a shout
“A section inside, B and C out.
Written by a soldier during the War
Thanks to John Brayford.

I want you to know
That somebody cares,
That always there's someone
Who happily shares,
In each little thing
That you hope or do,
In Sunshine or clouds
Or the rainbow for you,
That someone who’s with you
Each step of the way,
Someone who cares for you
More every day.
The news team wish to invite you to send in your
poetry or rhyme for publication.
To get your poems or rhyme published please send
them to the Editor / by post or email to: 23 Wood
Street Bignall End Sot Staffs ST7 8QL.
audleycommunitynews@hotmail.com
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Alsagers Bank Church
The picture on the left shows the first church
that was built in Alsagers Bank in 1875, where
as the Audley Church in the village had its roots
in the Middle Ages. Alsagers Bank Church,
was built for an industrial community by a local
industrialist, Captain J H Edwards Heathcote
of Apedale Hall. From 1846, the school had
been used as a place of worship and an entry in
the school log states that on the 2nd February
1875, the school had a holiday to allow them to
prepare the room for the baptism of the son of
Captain and Mrs Heathcote, Justinian John
Edwards Heathcote. In the log it states a half
holiday was given on the 11th November 1875,
on account of the new church being opened.
There was a private entrance to the church for
the Heathcote family and a path built leading to
their Hall.
Below shows Alsagers Bank Church after it had
been renovated in 1912. Before the renovation
there was no centre isle, which restricted the use
of the church, not allowing people to use the
church for marriage. See below the church after
the renovation. The other two photographs
show the magnificent organ which was removed
and the old interior without the present aisle.
We would Like to thank Frank Harrison
for the photographs.
This was how the original organ looked before
the alterations took place in1938.
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Photos
From the past.
We continue to show the
photographs from the
past, as the response to
our last issue showed how
much the readers enjoy a
trip back in time.
We at the newsletter
would be pleased if you
could have a look in all
those old photograph
albums to see if you have
any past views. Just to
see how the people of the
parish had to live is
marvellous.

Photograph and information sent in by Ada Jackson of Lancashire.
Family outing 1928 Uncle Tom’s coach
A day’s outing, date 1928, with Thomas Llewellyn driving his Charabanc.
The lady on the right with her arm on the side of the vehicle is Mrs Minnie Llewellyn. The lady with the black
hat on, is her daughter Mrs Florrie Riley. The gentleman in the front with the baby, (who is Ada Riley) is in fact
Mr Jim Riley and next to him his father-in-law Mr William Llewellyn. Mr William Llewellyn who was a painter
and decorator of Church Street Audley. Can you help to name the others?

Local Lads
We have received this photograph of a
group of youths from the parish dated
around 1949. It is thought that this
photograph was taken somewhere near
the top of Town Fields.
Front right-hand side I recognise Ivan
Davies, with Stan Stubbs sitting next to
him, hands clasped. We are not sure
about the other two lads in the picture.
Can anyone help to name the other two
Can Stan or Ivan help?

Travelling in Luxury
Photograph showing one of
the luxury Charabanc’s which
grace the streets of the parish.
The vehicle is parked outside
the present Audley Adult
centre at the bottom of the
village.
Date is early 1900’s as you
can see solid tyres, not much
safety and no windscreen.
Seen standing may be one of
the early Police officers of the
time, in uniform?
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Christmas Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

For all your Xmas gifts & cards.

8.

Why pay to park in the city when
we have everything you need for
Xmas.

9.

OCCASIONS News & Gifts

12.

10.
11.

13.

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Audley Library
Hall Street Audley
Stoke-on-Trent ST7 8DB
Tel: 01782 720527
Christmas closing dates
1pm 24/12/05 until 9am 29/12/05
MON
TUE
WED

2.00 -7.00
9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00

14.
15.

Whose ship, called the “Santa Maria” was
shipwrecked on Christmas Day in 1492?
Which Christmas song contains the line
“Dancing and Prancing in Jingle Bell Square”?
What kind of logs did Good King Wenceslas
ask for?
Not including Rudolph, how many reindeer
accompany Santa?
A doll of which Toy Story character was the
best selling Christmas toy in 1995?
According to the song “Frosty the Snowman”
he had a button nose and what for a pipe?
What type of nuts are traditionally roasted at
Christmas and can be used in stuffing?
Nova Scotia, the world’s largest exporter of
Xmas Trees, is a province in which country?
Which 18th century composer wrote a
Christmas oratorio entitled the Messiah?
Is the holly bush evergreen or deciduous?
Which London shop is the largest toyshop in
the world?
Jesus grew up in Nazareth, in which modern
day country is Nazareth?
What name is given to the Chalice used by
Jesus at the last supper?
What is Myrrh?
What was the original name of St. Peter?
The Winner of the Quiz will receive:

£20.00

To participate you must send your entries to
ACN 23 Wood St. Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL
Please give your Name / Address as prize will be
posted to the winner.
Entries in by 31st January 2006

CLOSED

THU

9.00-1.00 2.00-5.00

FRI

9.00-1.00 2.00-7.00

SAT

9.30-1.00
24 Hour information
Reservation & Renewal

0845 330 0740
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/libaries
Membership is Free.

Audley & District Community Centre
Christmas Fayre 10am to 1pm
Saturday 3rd December 2005
Monies collected to go towards
Children’s Christmas Party &
Internal Re-decoration of Community Centre
Stalls / Tombola / Raffle /& More
Also a visit from ‘SANTA’
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Issue 9 information
( THE BABY SHOW) photograph from
1948 Ravens Lane School, names of the
children in the concert. Page 25.
Back row:
Brenda Cowen, Kathleen Cork, Della Cook,
Gillian Shenton, Jean Proudlove, Beryl
Cowen.
Front Row: ??, ??, Pauline Dean, ??, ??, ??
Come on someone must know the boys?

Transmission Meditation Group
Centre for Healing & Spiritual Growth at
the Friend’s Meeting House, Miller Street
Newcastle-Under-Lyme.
Free healing Clinics, talks and Meditation
Workshops are open to the public on the
first Saturday of each month, from 2-4pm.
Next event will be a talk , ‘Spirituality &
Everyday Life’ by Bob Biddulph.
Saturday 3rd December 2005, 2-4pm.
Healing Clinics are run by local healers
and complementary therapists who donate
their time and skills free.
Transmission Group meets in Penkhull
each Wednesday at 7:30pm.
For further information contact Moyra on:
Tel 01782 416423

P

Premier Financial Services
NOW OPEN

FOR ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS
Premier Financial Services
74 Church Street, Audley, Staffordshire, ST7 8DA
Your Home Is At Risk If You Do Not Keep Up Repayment On A
Mortgage Or Other Loans Secured On It

LIFE ASSURANCE
INVESTMENTS
SAVINGS
PENSIONS

&

MORTGAGES
RE - MORTGAGES
RE - FINANCING
CAR & HOUSING

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVICE
LOCALLY AVAILABLE
Mon-Fri 9:30am to 5:00pm
Sat 9:00am to 12noon
TEL: 01782 722144
Email: premierfs@btinternet.com
Authorised And Regulated By The Financial Services Authority

Important Christmas Information Audley Parish
Emergency Medical Treatment Contact Numbers:
Emergencies only Audley Surgery: (01782) 720201
Doctors Co-Operative Emergencies only out of hours:
(01782) 719100
Accident & Emergency (01782) 715444
Emergency Dentist: (01782) 425846
NHS Direct 0845 46 47 24 Hours a day help line.
Issue 9 Audley Fruit Shop Trivia Winner
Miss B Jones Alsager.

£660.00
Raised for The Douglas Macmillan Hospice

To use this service you
must put your repeat
slip in the:
box at the pharmacy

Many thanks to the following companies:
Horsley’s, Kwiksave, CO-OP Store, CO-OP Pharmacy,
Fred Boon, Audley News, Scragg & Lunt, Rob Lees Florist
Hanley Fringe Hairdressing Newcastle.
And to all those friends who helped , also to all the people
from around the district who came and gave their support.
Janet Rowley Nantwich Road Audley.
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Wines Spirits & Beer Etop up
DVD Hire Lottery Film Processing
Car Accessories Spares to order

LONDIS Bignall End
Your One Stop Shop
21 Ravens Lane Bignall End Tel 729113
Open 5.15 am – 9.00pm Mon – Fri
8.00am – 9.00pm Sat – Sun
CINDER LANE FOOTPATH
Alleged Footpath from Bignall End to Footpath 77
The alleged footpath referred to above is very difficult to date, but we believe it to be derived from the Charcoal
Burners from the 12th century hence, Cinder Lane. The route was shared by Packhorse Mules taking coal to the
Salt Works in Cheshire and the Pottery industry in Staffordshire. During the hey day of the Industrial Revolution,
these coalmines along the footpath provided enormous wealth for the parish of Audley and the County. As in most
mining communities there seemed to be a tremendous price to pay for coal, I am referring to the mining disasters.
This path was very important to the mining community of Bignall End, the contributions of this once splendid
industry occupies an irreplaceable position in the industrial and social history of the area and all that remains of
this human endeavour is this footpath!!
This footpath maintained its existence by the fact that people walked it and therefore kept it open.
The inactions of the landowners to prevent people from walking this path, was sufficient to presume dedications for
us to walk this footpath, openly and freely without interruption. The fact that the landowners built Stiles along this
footpath was an implicit invitation to also walk it openly and freely which would constitute evidence of the owners
intent to dedicate it as a Public Footpath. This footpath has been carefully and precisely mapped since the 1820’s.
The footpath has been walked for leisure by a large majority of people in the village of Bignall End openly and
freely for centuries without any interruption. The footpath is flat and is ideal for exercising.
This footpath has a history of applications for it to be added to the Definitive Map (1960,1974,1994,2001) most
recently by the Audley Parish Council. In 2001 there was a challenge to this application, by the builder of the
dwelling house now in Cinder Lane, to stop this footpath from being added to the Definitive Map, therefore
stopping the public from using it. The erection of a gate, also the verbal abuse of the public and a sign stating
‘Private Road’ appeared. It was therefore decided to make an application to have this footpath prioritised and in
2002 this was accepted by the Modifications Order Panel.
The application to have this footpath recognised was then considered by the Modifications Orders Panel at Staffs
County Council on the 15th January 2004, but unfortunately the application was rejected. An appeal was made to
the Minister of State for Environment and after further research, the Minister was provide with more evidence ,
which was reviewed by an H.M. Inspector, who agreed with the appeal evidence and then directed the Staffs
County Council to make a Modification Order.
Modification Order : This means that the Staffs County Council should put up Legal Notices on these Gates
giving notice to the landowner for any serious objections from them to prove that no right of way ever existed.
This is expected to take place in the next few weeks and the Minister for the Environment may, or may not confirm
this order. If the decision is no, we will appeal against their decision and there may be a public enquiry.
This is when we will need all the people of the Parish to give us your support to CINDER LANE FOOTPATH.
G.S. West.
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Roy Dean 1932 - 2005
From Boy to Lord Mayor
It saddens me to have to report the death of Roy Dean, who passed away on the 29th September 2005. Roy who
lived his life in the parish was aged 73. Roy spent his working life as a painter & decorator, firstly at J &FT
McEllin of Bignall End, then on to Pensons of Basford and finally he worked for Newcastle Borough Council
until his retirement. During his life Roy served as Labour parish councillor for Audley from 1967 to 1978 and
was a dedicated member of the Labour party who spent his life trying to help the people of the parish. In 1979
Roy was elected as Labour Borough Councillor for Audley & Bignall End ward which he continued to do until
1996.
In 1975 Roy had the honour of been asked to escort Marion Platt during her time in office as the Mayoress for
Newcastle Under Lyme Borough.
1977, Roy was himself elected to serve as Mayor of Newcastle Under Lyme and returned the compliment by
asking Marion Platt to be his Mayoress. This was certainly a very proud moment for Roy and also a very proud
time for the parish having two parishioners holding such an executive office within three years. Roy will be
sadly missed.
1935
Photograph showing
Roy as a 3 year old
with his curly locks
and his little smile.

1977
Roy seen here during
his time as Mayor,
dressed in his regalia
sitting in his chair of
office as the Mayor of
Newcastle Under Lyme.

Henry Webb.
On Monday the 17th October 2005 we sadly were informed
that Henry Webb aged 92, of Ravens Lane Bignall End had
passed away. Henry who was a well known member of the
parish, had spent all his life in Bignall End. Henry loved the
game of bowls and always found time to help the newcomer
on the bowling green to learn how to play. Henry would be
often seen down at the bowling clubs around the parish,
where he would sit and chat for hours. Henry will be sadly
missed by all the friends, especially the ones he made during
his many years of bowling. I would like to send our
condolences to his family and friends, from the Newsletter.
Steven Eardley.
We at the newsletter would like to pass on our condolences
to the family and friends of Steven Eardley of Dean Hollow
Audley, who has sadly passed away. For many years Steven
was one of our local milk men, someone you would meet no
matter what the weather, always having a smile and a kind
word for everyone he came into contact with.
Steve you will be sadly missed.
John Taylor
Sadly we have to inform you, of the death of John Taylor of
Park Lane Audley. John was a former school teacher, who
had been involved with a number of the local groups in the
parish throughout his life. John often wrote articles for the
newsletter, as history of the village was one of his passions.
As editor of the newsletter I would like to pass on our
condolences to John’s family and friends.

Robert Mayer
It was very sad to hear that Robert Mayer,
formerly of Princess Avenue Audley had
suddenly passed away aged 64. Robert leaves a
wife Angela, daughter Gillian, son Christopher
and was formerly employed at the Embries
Bakery Newcastle. We wish to pass on our
condolences to his family and friends.

Dennis Cartledge
Funeral Directors
Audley Funeral Home
Ravens Lane Bignall End
Independent Funeral Directors
Family Business
24 Hour Service
For Further Information:
Tel:
(01782) 720719
Or

(01782) 720238
When caring & understanding is most needed
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A Brief Look At The Parish Railway
1870 to 1962
The Audley Parish railway line ran from a junction with Silverdale to the Market Drayton line at Honeywall ,
which was just west of Keele and by a junction facing west, through Leycett, Halmer End , Audley and Jamage
onwards to the Crewe line through a junction at Alsager.
The Audley line was open on the 24th July 1870, this was for goods and minerals only. Records show that there
was also a line between Silverdale through Leycett on to Audley. It appears there were great problems in
construction of this line due to the terrain it had to pass through. Drainage was a big problem and the size of
some of the gradients were as big as 1-17 therefore this line had little use. Evidence of the construction has now
been filled in by waste and rubbish backfills. The Jamage Colliery, Diglake and Bignall Hill Collieries had
branches constructed to carry coal from the pits, these were constructed at the same time as the Audley line. The
parish and outline areas were very dependent on mining and the introduction of the railways was a very
important time in the lives of the miners and mine owners. There were many collieries in the area situated at
Madeley, Leycett, Halmer End, Hayes Wood, Podmore Hall and at Mearlake north of Audley for Rigby’s
Bunker Hill Colliery. These all eventually had access to the railway, to transport their coal to the city and on.
Passenger services were introduced around 1880 with stations at Leycett, Halmer End , Audley and Alsager Road
due to the growing population of the mining and mineral workings around the parish.
Around 1890 the Midland Coal Coke & Iron Company was formed , they built a private railway to serve the
interests of Staniers at Apedale and Cooper& Craig at Halmer End. This private railway took traffic away from
the Audley line, but the real decline in the use of the Audley line came after the first World War, with the terrible
Minnie Pit disaster. This disaster happened on the 12th January 1918, when 155 men and boys lost their lives
due to a firedamp explosion. This was the North Staffordshire's worst mining disaster and was the
beginning of the end for major mining in and around the Audley area. As people left the area there was very little
use of the train passenger service and therefore it was closed for passengers in April 1931. The goods traffic
continued for a number of years but this eventually came down to a trickle as the major mines closed their doors
for business. There was a brief revival when there was an opencast operating ,between 1954-57 on Bignall Hill.
Eventually the line closed in 1962 and many say it was a sad day for the village. I remember watching the steam
trains going along the lines through Halmer End puffing its way up to Leycett, the magnificent size and power
was a memory I shall never forget.
We can still see the evidence of where the railway lines have been, as we walk down Marion’s Way from
Bignall End on to Halmer End. There are still parts of the support mounds showing outside the Plough Pub in
Bignall End and at the bottom of Halmer End below the Railway Inn Public House as you journey on towards
Shraley Brook. Well at least I still have those memories of those trains puffing along the lines through Halmer
End.
Passenger train going up through the Rookery.
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Audley Railway Station
Top left photograph shows early
picture of Audley Ticket office and
bridge over the main road at the
bottom of Bignall Hill. The picture
was taken looking down from Boon
Hill, in the late 1800’s or very early
1900. The two pictures below show
on the left the Audley Railway
Station platform and the one on the
right shows the bridge which once
spanned the main road just outside
the Plough Inn Bignall End this was
demolished in 1964. Car seen in
picture belonged to Fred Evans.

Picture below showing last train backing out of
Halmer End 1960’s, photograph on the right is of
the former Halmer End Station. Bottom left
shows the former Halmer End railway bridge.

Leycett signal box and crossings during the railway years

18

Vandalism in the Parish
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Dog Grooming Service
Give Your Dog The Care It Needs

Tel: 01782 721735
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30 Years Experience

357 Heathcote Road Halmer End
SOT Staffs ST7 8BH
To advertise in the Audley Community
News, please contact the editor:
01782 721565

During the past few months there have been a number of properties
which have been vandalised in and around the parish.
Most recently we have been informed, that damage has been done
at the Audley Parish Bowling Club in Church Street, where a wall
has been vandalised and also Audley Theatre has had the drainage
downspouts torn down from the building. Do these vandals realise
that these facilities in our village are there for the pleasure and
recreation of all the members of the parish? These facilities also
have to be maintained by dedicated volunteers, who give up their
free time to provide us with these excellent services. To say that the
whole parish is disgusted with their attitude is an understatement
and we feel that it’s about time these vandals were caught and sent
to the courts to be prosecuted.
When a motorist can be fined for splashing water on a pedestrian
whilst driving his car down the road, why should we not expect
these vandalising yobs to get the punishment they surely deserve?
We have excellent facilities provided by the Audley Theatre and the
Audley Parish Bowling Club who need help not vandals who have
nothing better to do with their time than to destroy. If you have any
information about these crimes please contact your local police.

The Rotary Club of Audley
Christmas is fast approaching and it’s the busiest time of the year for the Rotary Club.
We are again running our ‘Tree of Light’ fund-raising event and the lights will be switched on at 7 PM on
2nd December. Please come along and join in the fun. As usual, donations in remembrance of a loved one can be
made by completing one of our forms which will be circulating around the villages. Yet again, all profits will be
donated to the Donna Louise Trust.
Santa will be on his way very soon! Dates for your diary are:
5th December
6th December
9th December
12th December
13th December
14th December
15th December
16th December

-

Waterhayes
Red Street and Waterhayes
Madeley Heath and Betley
Madeley
Scott Hay, Alsagers Bank, Halmer End and Miles Green
Wood Lane
Bignall End
Audley

Start times will be around 5.30 PM.
The schools are back for a new year and so we are starting to work with Chesterton, Sir Thomas Boughey and
Madeley High Schools. The first event that we will be helping with is Madeley’s Industry Day on 25th November
and next will be Mock Interviews at Chesterton on 16th December.
Looking back over the summer, we again had a stall at Betley Show and raised over £250 for our international
causes. The weather was kind to us at our annual barbeque and it’s also been another good year for our Crown
Green Bowls team, although we narrowly lost our cricket match against Nantwich.
So, we are looking forward to a busy New Year, starting with a Bring and Buy on 2nd January. So, put any
unwanted Christmas presents on one-side ready to bring them in! Look out for details nearer to the day.
Neil Ginnis
Rotary Contacts
Public Relations: Neil Ginnis (01782 721483 neilginnis@audley.net)
Secretary:
David Royle (01270 764201 davidroyle@audley.net)
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HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER
QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE
John Jackson
172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

FRESHLY COOKED MEATS & FREEZER
ORDERS VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES
WE WILL ALSO PROVIDE A DELIVERY SERVICE

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
Tel: (01782) 720737 OPEN 6 DAYS PER WEEK
The Rotary Club of Audley invite you
Join us and light up this Christmas
December
2nd 2005
Audley Library
You are invited to sponsor a light on our
Village Christmas Tree
(which has been provided by the Rotary Club)
In memory of a loved one or as a gift in
honour of a friend or relative.
All funds realised will go towards
Tree Tops Children’s Hospice in Trentham
(The Donna Louise Trust)

TIBB STREET RAVENS LANE
BIGNALL END SOT
Quality Styling By
Qualified Staff
Specialist on all type of
Hairdressing
For your appointments
Tel: 01782 722777
Open 6 days per week
Mon. Tue. Wed. 9.30 am - 5.00 pm
Thurs Late Night Till 9.30 am - 7.00 pm
Friday 9.30 am - 6.00 pm/ Sat 9.30 am - 4.00 pm

How Green can you be?
A few weeks ago I made a visit to Leycett refuse tip to
get rid of that unwanted rubbish that had been piling
up for weeks.
As I started to unload my car I saw one of the tip
attendants looking very interested at what I was
putting into the skip.
I asked, “what’s up mate it’s just rubbish”?
He replied, “You should have been here yesterday, I
caught a chap putting a Green three piece suite into the
green waste skip and I had to get in the skip to get it
back out”. True
Waste did you know:
If you recycled 1 ton of old newspapers, this would
save cutting down 17 trees from the forests.

Opening Times

Price List

Mon – Fri
8.30 am – 7.00 pm

Hair Cut.

£ 5.50

Kids.

£ 5.00

Saturday
8.30 am – 4.00 pm

OAP.

£ 3.60

Back & Sides. £ 4.00
Grade all over. £ 3.50
Wash & Cut.

£ 7.00

Beard Trim.

£ 1.50

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T
Next door but one to the Post Office
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Alsagers Bank Footballer Selected For England.
Arthur Lockett 1903

Arthur Lockett was born in Alsagers Bank in 1877, the son of William and Hannah Lockett. They lived with
their large family in High Street Alsagers Bank, in the vicinity of the old vicarage (now The Poplars retirement
home). The census of 1891 shows the family living here and Arthur’s occupation is given as a coalminer (aged
14 years).
After being discovered playing in local junior football, Arthur was offered professional football terms by Crewe
Alexandra F.C. He quickly became recognised as one of the best young left wing prospects in the area and in
September 1900 he was transferred to Stoke City F.C.
Arthur made his Stoke debut at Villa Park that same month, against the famous Aston Villa. I would have liked
to say it was a winning start, unfortunately the “Potters” lost 2-0. Over the next few seasons Arthur was to go on
to become a key player in the Stoke City team, while still living in the family home in Alsagers Bank. During his
time as a Stoke City player he managed to play 73 times and scored 7 goals.
February 14th 1903 was a red letter day in Arthur’s career, when he was selected and made his debut for
England against Ireland at Wolverhampton. Fortunately this time he was on the winning side, England being
victorious by the margin of 4 goals to nil.
Arthur’s reputation was now so good that in April 1903, Aston Villa probably the greatest football club in the
world at that time, offered Stoke City the then princely sum of £400 for Arthur’s transfer. At today's valuation
this would have been in access of 10 million pounds. This was an offer that Stoke City could not refuse and so it
was that in April 1903 Arthur played his last game for Stoke City then became a Villian.
Later in Arthur’s career however, he returned to the Potteries to play for Port Vale and in so doing became one
of a select group of players who have represented all three local professional football teams. As his professional
career was coming towards its end, Arthur then went on to play for several football teams in Lancashire.
After Arthur’s playing days were over he settled down in the South of England where he lived for many years.
To represent one’s country must be a very proud moment for any sports man or woman and for us to find
someone from our parish who has done this should make us also very proud. These are the stories which we
should never forget and unfortunately they do sometimes slip the net.
In 2002 Arthur’s granddaughter visited Alsagers Bank from her home in Sussex in an attempt to discover any
information about her grandfather and she was helped in the task by Pat Spode and the Audley Family History
Society.
There must be others from the parish who may have been forgotten, we would love to receive your stories for
publication.
Letter with information kindly provided by: Phil Fryer of Alsagers Bank.
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Halmer End School
1964
Back row L-Right.
Ken Taylor, Alan King, Alan
Robinson, Malcolm Moores, Michael
Evans, Arthur Taylor, Keith Chidlow,
Alan Fryer, Reg Johnson.
Front row L-Right
Melvin Smith, Brian Hutchinson, David
Pedley Capt, Tony Cheadle,
Mick Henshall.
The photograph shows another of the
successful football teams from one of
our village schools. This was a
particularly high scoring team which
had a reputation to show no mercy.

AUDLEY FOOTBALL CLUB

Sports Trivia
1. What is the only Olympic sport where no competitors cross
the finishing line ?
2. In which sport are players not allowed to play left-handed ?
3. Which sporting event did Ann Hayden Jones win in 1969
4. With which sport was Babe Ruth associated ?
5. With which sport do you associate Matt Biondi ?
6. Who was the last football league player to captain England
at cricket?
7. In which sport do people compete for the America's Cup ?
8. With which sport do you associate Flushing Meadow ?
9. In which country did Ice Hockey originate ?
10. In 1937, what yearly sporting event became the first to be
televised in Britain ?
11. Apart from cricket what sport is played at Lords cricket
ground ?
12. Which sport was Suzanne Dando associated ?
13. Chris Boardman is famous for what sport ?
14. Which sport would you practice if you were a toxophilite ?
15. With which sport do you associate Nelli Kim ?

Answers on page 27
Merry Christmas to Sports Trivia Fans.
See you all in 2006.

Audley FC is well into the 2005/2006 season
and we are already having great success with
all our age groups of players.
Audley FC wish to take this opportunity to
thank the following people / organisations for
the much needed support and sponsorship.
Councillor Eddie Boden (£1500), The Local
Network Fund (£1000), Newcastle U Lyme
Sports Council (£200), Phones 4U (Match
Ball Sponsor), Aspire Housing (Kit Sponsor)
Speedler Scaffolding (Kit Sponsor), Shraley
Brook Construction (Kit Sponsor), Matrix
(Kit Sponsor), Almek (Kit Sponsor), Clipper
Logistics (Kit Sponsor). Their help is very
much appreciated.
The next major function at the club , will be
the BEER FESTIVAL. This will be the 6th
festival and each has surpassed the previous
years. The festival will be held around mid
February 2006, look out for the posters or
look on the Audley Community Newsletters
Web site notice board.
Last year we sold 34 firkins of real ale, all
were sponsored by companies / groups / local
people and organisations. We raised the
grand sum of £5000 of much needed funding.
If you wish to be associated with our beer
festival by sponsorship of either part or of a
full barrel please contact one of the numbers
below. Your name / logo will be on display.
We desperately need your help.
Contact for all details:
Kelvin Chell Tel: 01782 720291
Mob: 07742688047
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Chapel Street Bignall End Sot Staffs
Tuesday Night Darts & Pool

Come and enjoy our
Refurbished Beer Garden

Sky *TV*
*Live Football*
*Large Screen*
*Premier Plus*
*Sue & Martin*
Welcome you to
Christmas
&
New Year
At The Swan

*Grays Star Buy’s*
*Beer *
*£1.50* a pint.
01782 720622
Halmer End School Austrian Tour
1952
Photograph shows a school group setting off on
a tour of Austria in July 1952. Front row with
the tam Len Shaw the teacher, looks dressed for
the occasion. The cost in 1952 was £19.15.0 for
14-16 years and £19.6.0 for under 14’s. They
were allowed to take only £3 spending money.
On the itinerary list it also recommended that
each student takes, Soap, a Towel, and also a
treatment for Diarrhoea, Constipation, Colds
and Coughs. Looks like they were going to have
a wonderful time, in fact from all reports they did
in fact have a wonderful time. Do you have a
memory from the trip to share?

Ravens Lane Dance Team 1936.
Back row /
Doris Lockyer, Lucy Cook,
Bessie Darlington
Second Row /
Alice Dean, Nancy Brindley, Miss Keeling
Teacher Ivy Locket, Kathleen Eardley
Bottom Row /
Eva Wright, Glady’s Fryer,
Elsie Pointon, Irene Kelsall,
Brenda Washington.
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Audley & District W.I.
The members at Audley W.I. have had a wonderful 50th year. Following our Birthday Party in June, we enjoyed
a superb speaker, the Rev Dr Jeff Cottrell, who spoke on the ‘Secret Life of a Vicar’, you just had to be at the
meeting. A very attractive man who was a Paratrooper on the side, he also worked for the BBC and has met
Terry Wogan providing (The Pause For Thought). He went on to say that Terry Wogan is just the same in real
life as he appears on the telly and radio and the hair is real). Jeff told us about how he trained to become a
Paratrooper, he said that he became adapt at jumping off boxes, but then the day came when he had to jump out
of a plane. He said he was terrified but then when he was sitting in the plane a wonderful calm came over him,
he likened it to when a person passes away and this calm peace comes over you. Then while he was sitting there
feeling relaxed, calm and tranquil “They opened the B….. Door”. They literally had to push him out clinging on
to the plane. We laughed all night, he was a real treat and we still have ‘Wales & Lakes’ with Shaun Stubbs to
look forward to. Then in November we have Martin Thomas and anyone knowing Martin (from the Audley
Theatre – The Funny One) will know what a fantastic meeting there will be.
Don’t forget to come and join us. Just for fun or just a visit, all are welcome no commitment, except to enjoy
yourself. Read below Grace Thomas poem promised in issue 9 of the Audley Community News.
Contact for further information: Ann 01782 721957
Forthcoming Event. December 21st CHRISTMAS PARTY
All future meetings will be held on the 4th Thursday of
the month.
January 26th 2006 South West Peak District.
St James Church Audley
February 23rd 2006 Angela’s 70th Challenge.
December 4th. 2005 Services
9.00am
10.30am
6.30pm
Holy
Morning
Informal
My W.I.
Communion
Worship
Service
Sometimes I think and wonder why?
December 2005 events:
I’m still a member of the W.I; After 50 years.
Sat Dec 10th - Christmas-Take a breather
Is it so long ago since I attended my first meeting
Mulled wine and mince pies
When glancing round among the seating.
7.00pm Church Hall
I noticed that nearly - every member was wearing a hat!!
At first I felt quite ill at ease,
December 11th. 2005 Services
As I ventured forth with trembling knees
9.00am
10.30am
7.00pm
And though it was against the norm
Holy
Christingle Lively Youth
I tried my hardest to conform
Communion Christmas Praise Service
To all the rules and regulations
December 18th. 2005 Services
Some which brought me irritations,
9.00am
10.30am
6.30pm
But soon I became an active member
Holy
Holy
Carols by
And looking back I well remember
Communion
Communion
Candlelight
Committee meetings, council meetings, various classes,
December 24th. 2005 Services
Collecting for charity among the masses,
9.00am
3.30pm
11.30pm
Visiting factories and stately halls
No Service
Crib Service
Holy
Scrambling behind the jumble sale stalls,
Young
Children
Communion
Producing entertainment of this there was plenty
Reports on which were most complimentary
December 25th. 2005 Services
Listening to speakers, sometimes different, something new,
No Service
10.00am
No Service
We even entered the country show
Family
Entering competitions yes we won quite a few.
Communion
Another member and I were highly commended you know
Jan 1st 2006 - Services - 9.00am Morning
for making a hat,
Prayer, 10.30am Family Service, 6.30pm A
And after that we wore them to go to London to see a royal “do”. Service.
No royal lady that day was as proud as I,
Jan 2006 4th Sunday of the month - FLYA
Standing there in my hat which I had made for my W.I.
(18’s - 30’s) The Butchers Arms.
What a long time ago!! My how the years fly!
I wonder!! Shall I ever get out of step with my W.I.
For any further information please contact:
I hope not-because I owe it such a lot.
01782 / 722146
Grace’s A&D W.I
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Newcastle Garden
Machinery
REPAIRS, SERVICING, SHARPENING
All Types of Gardening Equipment.
Free Collection & Delivery Service.

KENT HILLS FARMHOUSE
NANTWICH ROAD Ride-ons,Rotavators
AUDLEY
Hedgecutters,Strimmers
Lawnmowers & More.
TEL: 01782 723131
MOB: 07754 456759

Household Tips.
Celery: To keep those sticks of celery fresh when
storing in the refrigerator, wrap them in aluminium
foil and you will find they will keep for weeks.
Cleaning a Mirror: If you find that you have run
out of glass cleaner here is a good substitute, take
your container of air-freshener and use this on your
mirror as a cleaner. Not only will it clean the glass,
it will fill the room full of exotic aromas.
Crayon Marks: To remove those awful crayon
marks that the kids have left, when they decide the
room needs extra art forms, take a damp cloth, dip
into a dish containing a small amount of baking
soda, then rub gently over the marked area. You
should find this will remove the unwanted marks.

AUDLEY GARDEN CLUB
Last Friday of the month.
27th January 2006
Pensioners Hall. 7.30pm
Speaker
Mr Tideswell
(The Birdman on local radio)
“The First Year In The Life Of A Robin”
£1.00 entrance fee
Every One Will Be Welcome!!!!!!!!

Audley Ladies Choir Concert.
On Saturday 22nd October 2005, in the Pensioners Hall
Church Street Audley,the Audley Ladies Choir held a
musical concert / cake stall / bring & buy, in aid of the
local parish newsletters.
The concert started at 3pm with the room full of local
residents who had come along to give support to their
local magazines and to enjoy the entertainment from the
Ladies Choir The audience was treated to an afternoon of
excellent entertainment with songs from the Audley Ladies
Choir and a special guest appearance from Geoffrey
Farrington assisted by Margaret Nicol. Geoffrey and
Margaret entertained the audience with their own version
of a number of popular songs.
This was then followed by a number of tummy tickling
poems, written and recited by Pam Redfern.
The monies raised amounted to £244.00, which was then
donated to the local parish newsletters.
As editor of the Audley Community News, I wish to pass
on my gratitude to the Audley Ladies Choir and all who
help to make it such a successful afternoon.
I have been informed that for the past 30 years the leader
of the choir has been Mrs Joyce Pearce , who has now
unfortunately decided to retire from her position as leader
after their performance in December. This will certainly
be a big blow to the choir, as Mrs Pearce has been most
instrumental in the organisation of entertainment, for the
occupants of the local residential homes and many other
institutions. The Audley Ladies Choir, has also been
responsible for many fund raising events in and around
the parish during their past 30 years together, having
freely giving their support to many good local causes. We
would like to take this opportunity, to pass on our good
wishes to Mrs Pearce and wish her a very happy
retirement.
On Tuesday the 13th December 2006, the Audley Ladies
Choir, will follow their custom of entertaining the
residents of Wilbraham House Audley and the Poplars
Alsagers Bank in the Pensioners Hall Church Street to a
Christmas concert which will include refreshments.

Editor.

25

Children's Christmas Quiz
1.

Who, from a famous Christmas song possessed a very
shiny nose?
2.
What name is given to a play telling the story of the
birth of Jesus?
3.
Which bird, often appearing on Christmas cards,
possesses a red breast?
4. What did the 3 wise men follow to find Jesus?
5.
What kind of pies do we eat at Christmas time?
6.
In the bible, who was the husband of Mary and father
of Jesus?
7.
What six letter word describes what Jesus was born
in?
8.
Which word is missing from the line of the this song?
" We Three Kings of - - - - - - are”?
9.
Who comes down the chimney on Christmas Eve?
10. What type of songs do we sing at Christmas time?
A £10.00 Book Voucher to the winner of the
Age Ten and under Christmas Quiz
Please send your entries to.
Editor ACN 23 Wood Street Bignall End ST7 8QL
Please include your Tel no /Name / Address.
Entries in by January 30th 2006

Winner to be announced in issue 11.

COUNCILLORS
ADVICE SURGERIES
COUNCILOR
ANDREW WEMYSS
Tel. (01782) 723117

andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
***************************************

COUNCILLOR
DYLIS CORNES
Tel. (01782) 720289

dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk
************************************

COUNCILLOR
IAN WILKES
Tel. (01782) 722343
*****************
Please contact one of the above persons for any
information regarding Council matters.

Dear God.
Letters written by the kids:

Christmas Word Search
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Word search:
BLITZEN, COMET, CHIMNEY, CUPID, DONNER,
DANCER, DASHER, HO,HO,HO, MRS CLAUSE,
NORTH POLE, PRESENTS PRANCER, RED SUIT,
RUDOLPH, REINDEER, SNOW, SLEIGH, TOYS,
VIXEN.

Dear God,
Thank you for the baby brother, but what
I prayed for was a puppy.
Joyce.
Dear God,
I think the stapler is one of your greatest
inventions.
Ruth M.
Dear God,
Did you mean for Giraffes to look like
that or was it an accident?
Norma.
Dear God,
If you watch in church on Sunday I will
show you my new shoes.
Mickey D.

Michael D. Lycett
D.P.C. Timber Treatments
&
Property Renovations
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN
Your local property repairer

Mobile 07976 715352
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“For All Occasions”
Florist & Gifts
Choice of Flowers…Cards...Gifts...Toys...Balloons

WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL OF OUR CUSTOMERS

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

Tel: 01782 720060 80A Church Street Audley S-O-T

Why not send a Christmas Bouquet, Aqua pack or Basket
We Will Deliver On Christmas Eve.
Order Your Hearts, Wreaths & Christmas Trees
Please Order Early To Avoid Disappointment

WE NEED YOU AND YOUR MEMORIES OF WORLD WAR ІІ
Pupils at Ravensmead School, Bignall End need your help.
They are working with community arts group Letting in the Light,
to learn about people’s memories & experiences of
World War II in Audley Parish.

They are holding 2 open mornings and would like people to drop in and tell them what they
can remember or what their grandparents / family members told them about the war.
Any war memorabilia would also be welcome!
WHEN: Friday 27th January & 3rd February 2006
TIME: 9.30am – 11.30am
WHERE: Ravensmead School, Bignall End.
Why not drop in for a cup of tea and a chat and tell us a story?
Without your experiences of World War II important history will not get passed on to the next
generation . . . . . PLEASE GET INVOLVED

Lonely times.

Audley Christian View Point
Audley Christian View Point Team, would like to take
this opportunity to wish everyone in the community a
very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year.
Next Events.
February 2nd 2006 - Next Quiz at:
Audley Cricket Club, Teams of 4/5 welcome.
Cost £5.00 this includes supper.
********************************

Easter 2006
Paul Howard
Will be giving a talk, followed by a discussion about:

The Da Vinci code.
For any future detail contact either:
B Jones 01782 720352
W Jessop 01782 720381

Christmas is a time for people to remember family
and friends. A time to forget those harsh words
which were spoken in a moment of anger, a time to
take that first step and rekindle a lost friendship
you sadly miss. We all know how hard it can be to
say ‘sorry’, but always remember the good times
that small word could bring to you. Merry Xmas.

Christmas. Christian View Point
Christmas is a time for remembering, respecting,
restoring and re-examining.
A time for forgiving, accepting, embracing and
transcending a time for Christ’s enduring values.
A time for God who speaks in a baby’s cry; who
brings us quiet joy and warms us like the sun. With
his light of truth. His ornament of peace and his
garland of love.
Kevin Wooding.
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COUNCIL MONTHLY SURGERIES
COUNCILLOR EDDIE BODEN CHAIRMAN OF STAFFS C COUNCIL
Tel: (01782) 729163
Email: edward.boden@staffordshire.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR MEL LEWIS
Tel: (01782) 720506

COUNCILLOR ANN BEECH

EDDIE

MEL

Tel: (01782) 722847

AUDLEY MEETINGS HELD AT DURBER CLOSE HALL
10.00 am –11 am. Second Saturday of the month.
WOOD LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE
APEDALE ROAD

ANN

10 am – 11 am. Third Saturday of the month.

G K MOTORSPORT
CHESTER ROAD
AUDLEY SOT

Tel: (01782) 721292
mobile: 07771533944

AUTO WELDING
SPECIALIST
Pre MOT
Inspection

GENERAL
AUTO REPAIRS

MOT FAILURES
FREE ESTIMATES
BACKCHESTER
ROAD

Fast Efficient
Service
Excellent
Quotes

Where you can find us
AUDLEY POST OFFICE
AUDLEY W.M.CLUB
ALSAGERS BANK POST OFFICE
BIGNALL END POST OFFICE
HALMER END POST OFFICE
WOOD LANE POST OFFICE
AUDLEY NEWS AGENTS
AUDLEY LIBRARY & MOBILE LIBRARY
AUDLEY CO-OP STORE
BIGNALL END BARBERS SHOP
CASTLE STORE HALMER END
HAIRWAYS WERETON ROAD AUDLEY
HALMER END WMC
HORSLEY CHURCH STREET AUDLEY
LONDIS STORE BIGNALL END
MILES GREEN GARAGE
JACKSON’S BUTCHERS RAVENS LANE
PLANTS HALL STREET TOY & SWEET SHOP
PLOUGH PUBLIC HOUSES
FOR ALL OCCASIONS FLOWERS & CARD SHOP
SWAN PUBLIC HOUSE
RAILWAY INN HALMER END

TO ADVERTISE
‘Call’ 01782 721565

Quaint View from the past, page two.
This is a very early view of Minnie Row Chapel
Halmer End. It was later turned in to a farm
barn and now has been converted into a house.
Audley Community Newsletter, wish to take this
opportunity to thank all the people who have
continued to place advertisements in the
magazine during the past twelve months. Your
support has been very much appreciated and
most welcome and we hope you continue.
A Merry Christmas & a Prosperous New Year.

A Very Merry
Christmas to all the
parishioners.

www.audley.net
For village events,
family history,
Rotary information.
Also for your very
own local
E-mail address.

SPORTS ANSWERS
1. SWIMMING
2. POLO
3. WIMBLEDON
4. BASE BALL
5. SWIMMING
6. IAN BOTHAM
7. YACHTING
8. TENNIS
9. CANADA
10. THE DERBY
11. REAL TENNIS
12. GYMNASTICS
13. CYCLING
14. ARCHERY
15. GYMNASTICS

Horsleys

Logs for
Sale

Logs for
Sale

63 Church Street Audley Sot Staffs
Horticultural & Domestic Hardware
Call in and see our
extensive range of
DIY Goods
Paints, Wood, Glass,
Nails & Adhesives

We can supply you with Coal, Sticks
Logs & Paraffin to help you through
those cold winter months.

We have a selection of
‘Fancy Goods’
Extensive choice of
Household items

We will supply
all your gardening
needs

A very Merry
Christmas
To all our
Customers
Fishing Tackle
Pet Food, Horse Feed

MILES GREEN GARAGE
MOT TESTING STATION
HEATHCOTE ROAD MILES GREEN SOT
PETROL & DIESEL SPECIALISTS
ALL REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN
BRAKE & CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

Tel: 01782 /720507
‘Free’ Local Deliveries

Audley Plumbing
&
Heating Services
Corgi Registered

Tel: (01782) 720333

Local Family Business

SERVICING FLEET REPAIRS

For all your Plumbing & Heating Needs

TYRE STOCKIST
WHEEL BALANCE
We wish all our customers
A very Merry Christmas
& Prosperous
New Year

EXHAUST FITTING
BAY

TIMING BELTS
FITTED TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS

JUST CALL ‘CRAIG’
Tel: (01782) 720333
cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

35 Years Experience
No Job To Small
Bathroom suites Replaced
All Work Guaranteed
Contracts Undertaken
Private & Commercial
Audley Plumbing & Heating Services
Would like to take this opportunity to thank
all their customers for their continued
support over the last twelve months.
A Very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

ALL WORK GUARANTEED
COMPETITIVE RATES
‘FREE’ COLLECTION & DELIVERY

Mon to Fri 8.0am to 5.30/ Sat 8.0am to 12.30

Fast Efficient Friendly
Service

Emergency
07780505191

24 Hour Emergency Call
Tel: 07765954882 Free Estimate

