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Welcome to your village Newsletter.
Dear readers
I wish first to say how sorry we are to have lost our printers, Alsager Print, who 
have printed our magazine for over 9 years.  This is due to the economic situation 
which has forced them to close their doors and regretfully the loss of employment 
for a number of local people.  Over the past 9 years we have been fortunate 
to have been served by such a professional group of people and  we at the 
magazine wish all the success for the future to all who worked there.

We have now secured the services of a new company, Rowtype Print of Milton 
and we hope that our readers will be happy with the outcome.

It’s been a busy time in the life of our village, at last the road works in the 
village have now hopefully been completed, what a pain it’s been for us all.

We have had reports of an increase in anti-social behaviour and vandalism, 
damage has been done in the memorial gardens and even the recently installed 
Miners Coal Truck has been attacked by these mindless yobs.

We have been asked by the Parish Council and the local Police to ask our 
readers to make sure if they see any anti-social behaviour or vandalism being 
committed to call the none emergency number ‘101’ at once and ask for a crime 
number.

Despite the awful weather over the weekend of the Medieval Celebration, there 
were many visitors to the Millennium Green and a full community centre enjoying 
their teas and cakes.  These events bring many visitors to our village and deserve 
your support in the future.

As can be seen on the front cover, the artwork was provided by Charlotte 
Spencer, a student from the Sir Thomas Boughey High School.  Thanks to all the 
other students who submitted enteries.                   Ernie Moulton Editor.

On Tuesday 24th April 2012 Audley 
Cemetery was officially opened by the 
Lord Mayor and Mayoress of Newcatle 
Under Lyme, Trevor and Sandra 
Hambleton who can be seen pictured on 
the left.

Mayor Hambleton spoke of the need 
for the parish to have a new burial 
ground as the existing ones in the 
parish were almost full to capacity.
The new cemetery can be found on the 
outskirts of the Audley village adjacent 
to the Nantwich Road, being built on 
former farm land next to the Audley 
Cricket Club.

There were representatives from 
the Audley Parish Council and Audley 
Rotary at the opening.
The land was purchased from Staffs 
County Council by Newcastle Borough 
Council and all funerals are controlled 
from Keele in Newcastle.
The land is not consecrated and is open 
to all.  Consecration of each individual 
plot can take place at the time of burial.
Only part of the land has been cleared, 
with pathways provided.  A new parking 
area has been provided and boundary 
hedges have now been planted.

New Cemetery official opening.

Tibb Street Bignall End is 
now a One-Way Street, after 
consultations with the Highways 
department residents voted to have it 
changed.  Access is now obtained from 
the main road off Ravens Lane.

Hope Street Bignall End 
continues to be an (Access) only 
to residents or deliveries, but despite 
the road being allocated this system, 
local residents have complained that 
traffic continues to use it as a rat run to 
Dunkirk Road.

New traffic  
flow system 
in Bignall End
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What’s in a Name? -  The unnamed Society (part 3).

The cast of the three act comedy Queen 
Elizabeth Slept Here which was presented in 
April 1952.

Standing:  Harold Pickering, Gerald Dale, Arthur 
Forster, Kathleen Warburton, Derek Jepson.

Seated:  Vic Burgess, John Hodgkinson, Frank 
Jervis, Doris Mayer, Barbara Hodgkinson, Margaret 
Worthington, Beryl Webb.

The pantomime Robinson Crusoe was presented for 10 nights between 27 December 1952 and 17 January 1953.
The Bignall End Babes included a 12 year old girl by the name of Yvonne Burgess, who will be better known to many 

readers under another name.
In 1956 she became Jackie Trent, the successful singer and songwriter who had a number one hit single in 1965 with 

“Where Are You Now” which she co-wrote.
Although she was born in Chesterton, her parents Les and Lily Burgess had previously lived in Booth Street, Audley.  Lily 

(nee Whalley) was from Booth Street and Les was from Boon Hill.

The cast of Robinson Crusoe - Back row:  unknown, Pauline Harrison (Vi), George Howell (Man Friday), unknown, 
Gwyneth Pierpoint (Lil), unknown;
Second row:  Frank Jervis (Arnold), Dorothy Burgess (Trudy), Arthur Forster (Jeremiah Skull), Arthur Burgess (Ma Crusoe), 
Margaret Worthington (Robinson Crusoe), Beryl Webb (Polly), Vic Burgess (Albert), John Hodgkinson (Captain Bloodstain), 
Barbara Green (Valentine), Eric Harvey (The Governor);
Third row:  (Bignall End Babes): Jean Scott, Irene Cooper, Sheila Platt, Yvonne Harvey, Brenda Haywood, Yvonne Burgess, 
Dorothy Brereton, Brenda Webb, Christine Eardley, Joyce Sumnall;
Seated at front:  Christine Foden, Margaret Jebb, Lorna Sumnall.
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*******************************************
Audley & District Family History Society

The society meetings are in Audley Church Hall:  Admission £1.00 to non-members.  All welcome.
Research 2.00-4.00pm on the first Wednesday in every month.

Talk 7.30-9.00pm Friday 6th July A ‘Walk’ Along Apedale Road, Wood Lane
E-mail: famhist147@hotmail.co.uk    Website: www.acumenbooks.co.uk/audleynet/famhist

Scenes from Robinson Crusoe:  Left - Irene Cooper, John Hodgkinson, Vic Burgess, Frank Jervis. 
Right - Barbara Green, Beryl Webb, George Howell and Margaret Worthington with three of the cannibals (Note: These are 
likely to be the three unknowns in the cast photo, but Keith Chesters, John Riley, Philip Harrison and Geoffrey Newman are all 
listed as cannibals in the programme.  Can anyone identify them?).

Jackie Trent has very kindly provided me with memories of her career.  In addition to the following recollections, she adds 
that she was North Staffordshire Coal Queen in 1956, before changing her name, first to Jackie Tremaine, 
then to Jackie Trent a few weeks later.

Bignall End Babes & the Legend of the Boon Hill Bear.
The days of the Bignall End Babes were great; full of excitement and simple fun.

My father played cricket at the club - my entrance to the Unnamed Society and Boon Hill.
The Legend of the Boon Hill Bear.
I have vivid memories of getting off the bus at the bottom of the hill, taking a deep breath, then sprinting hell-for-leather: up I 
went.  I never remember passing anyone on the way.  Can you imagine a black bear jumping out from the side of the road?

I still believed in Santa Claus, so the story of the bear had to be real!  Well, it was to me at the time.
In 1951 I won the Carroll Levis and his Discoveries talent competition, held at the Theatre Royal Hanley - today’s 
‘X-Factor?’  Do you remember that show?  It swept the whole nation for years.
Immediately after winning, I had my first semi-professional booking;  Longport Social Club.

Incidentally, if any reader has a memento - a photo - of the Carroll Levis Show or Longport Club, I’d love a copy.
From 1951 I sang at social clubs and dance halls in the area almost every weekend.  That meant I only ever took part in two 

Unnamed Society shows:
Robinson Crusoe: 27 December 1952 to January 17 1953 - to full houses, Ali Baba: 6-27 February 1954 - full 

again.  At first I was one of the Babes, then became a speciality act - probably because I was louder than anyone else?
Speciality Act:
‘With a Song & a Smile.’  I sang solo - totally alone on-stage - in between scenes of the main production, giving the 
players time to change costumes to become yet another character on-stage.
The Unnamed Society took panto really seriously and everyone worked very hard.
And so many people were involved.  How they got everyone on the stage together for the finale still amazes me.

I remember the whole community of Audley and Bignall End joining in, supporting the shows: what a lovely environment for 
children to grow up in.  And there were so many Burgess’s.
It would be lovely to find out more of my family tree.
I do remember Frank Jervis very well, probably because he was one of the few non-Burgess’s!      Jackie Trent.

I wish to thank the following for their contributions to this article: Marian & Steve Jervis, Eileen McGuire, Ernie Moulton, and, 
with my special thanks, Jackie Trent.  The story will be continued in the next issue.                           Clive Millington.
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Left Waiting
Poem written by: 
Rev’d Jenny MacGregor.

Hear from the wives of the miners 
Listen to their stories of old 
It begins with the fires blazing fiercely 
And it ends with a hearth that is cold

The men would go out with their lunchbox 
A quick kiss as they said their goodbyes 
The long day as you wait them returning 
Where you’d see pain deep in their eyes

As a wife you had to keep going 
The house and the children to see 
The black cloths and the constant 
coughing 
As they devoured their tea

It was the fear of the siren 
It was that sound that you’d dread 
Was it the turn of your husband 
Or maybe your children were dead?

All wives and all mothers lived fearfully 
Nearly every home lost a needed 
breadwinner 
Life was cut short for so many 
No longer would they come home for their 
dinner

Rivers of tears flowed from homes near 
and far 
Women without their soul mate 
Crippled by devastating news 
Lives changed with suffering heartache.

Such sacrifice given by so many 
Millions of prayers brought to mind 
Thousands of people left waiting 
The peril of those left behind

May God hear all the prayers of the 
broken 
As we give thanks for all that they gave 
May God heal us all with his Spirit 
and through Jesus know we are saved.

Features

St. James’ Church Audley was the 
venue for the Memorial Service held for 
the recent refurbishment and relocation 
of the Memorial Mining Wheel in 
memory of all the miners who lost their 
lives whilst working in our village mines.

The picture above shows left to 
right Mr. Tim Edwards of the Realise 
Foundation, Newcastle Mayor Mr. Trevor 
Hambleton with Jane Lancaster, chair 
person of the Audley Localities Action 
Partenership (LAP).

The service was conducted by the 
Rev Peter Davis, who welcomed the 
large congregation to his church.

County Councillor Dylis Cornes 
thanked the Mayor and Mayoress of 
Newcastle for attending and said how 
thrilled she was to see so many at the 
service.  A special thank you was given 
to Audley Brass band for being part 
of the service and the St. James’ Bell 
Ringers for also playing at the service.

Councillor Cornes also thanked 
Jane Lancaster the chairperson of 
the (LAP) who were responsible for 
helping to secure the funding for the 
refurbishment.  LAP had been asked 
if it was possible to move the mining 
wheel to a new prominent position from 
off Church Bank so that the people of 
the village can view it.

The funding was provided by The 
Realise Foundation which is part of 
the Aspire Housing Group which was 
formed in 2010 to provided funding for 
local good causes.  Since 2010 the
foundation has helped over 500 good

The parish of Audley and surrounding 
areas relied on mining for so many 
years to provide employment, but now 
the pit wheels no longer turn.

The tribute we can now see standing 
on the land opposite St. James’  
Church Hall is just a reminder of the 
lives it cost.

Mining Memorial Service at St. James’ Church.

causes, providing over £270,000 in 
funds.
During the service there were readings 
given by Brian Dodd and a dedication
poem written which can be seen 
opposite and read by the Rev. Jenny 
Macgregor from the Methodist Church 
Bignall End.  Jenny also spoke of her 
visits to the people of the village who 
told of the hardship of our local mine 
workers and their families; how they had 
suffered during their working life in our 
local mines.

There was also a display in the church 
of mining memorabilia which included 
a model of the former Minnie Pit which 
had been loaned by the Methodist 
Church of Halmer End.
In addition to the repositioning of the 
Mining Wheel, a Coal Truck used in the 
mines has also been refurbished and  
installed on land next to the Audley & 
District Community Centre.

A moving tribute was given by Mr. Jim 
Worgan who had spent 36 years of his 
life working in the mining industry and 
who is now the Chairman of the Friends 
of Chatterley Whitfield and Chairman of 
the Friends of Newcastle Museum.  Jim 
is also a local historian with particular 
reference to Coal Mining.  The tribute 
given was a reminder to us all just how 
hard life was for the local miners and 
their families and after the service I 
spoke to Mr. Worgan and he has sent 
me a copy of his tribute which we will be 
using in a future issue.  

This will be a worthy read. 
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The annual Medieval and Community Fair was held on the 
weekend of Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd of April despite 
the inclement weather.

SUN-RAIN-WIND and HAIL was the order of the two days’ 
celebrations but despite this the show went ahead.

The Fair was opened, a little later than advertised by 
the author, Kevin Goodman, followed by his famous barber 
surgeons act as Owain Leech and indeed he was true to 
his name this year, bringing his friends with him, the two 
leeches.

These got a range of comments, from ‘Yuck, they are 
horrible’ to ‘Aren’t they fascinating creatures?’

Just goes to show that we can’t all like the same things.

The annual parade was headed by, Audley Beavers and 
Les Miles Des Marches, who paraded through the village 
with Mathew from ‘The Audley Levy’, proudly carrying Lord 
Audley’s Battle Pennon.  Photo top right.

New attractions for 2012 were, Trent Valley Tribals,
Snugbury Ice Cream, Genteshaw birds of prey, Lymestone 
Brewery, Breads, Cakes, Blue Box, Well Dogs, A beautiful stall 
of handbags, Aloe Vera, Sugar Scrubs, Colouring Corner with 
Dressing up for the children and even bigger children (adults) 
alike.

The old favourites were still there including, Les Miles Des 
Marches, Barber Surgeon, Athenien Archery, The Pole Cat 
and his owner, Purcy Harmonica, Refreshments, Alan the 
story teller, Fred’s Archery Stall, Pole Lathing, Brass Rubbing, 
Raggy Annie (see picture opposite), Face Painting, Prize every 
Time and The Millennium Green Trust.

The raffle proved to be a huge success once again, with 
a beautiful array of prizes including Theatre Tickets, Wine, 
Bridgmere vouchers, Portmerion and obviously not forgetting  
‘The Cuddly Toys’.

Saturday night was a bit eventful and security certainly 
earned their money, when a gang of youths decided that it
would be fun to vandalise the area.  The new bird box was 
smashed off the Community Centre, luckily no birds had 
started to nest.  The recently install Coal Truck in memory 
of the miners who had been killed in our local mines was 
vandalised.  Tents were slashed, police cones strewn all over 
the area, police tape ripped down and graffiti put on the 
Community Centre walls.

Despite this mindless behaviour this did not discourage us, 
Sunday was a new day with more for the public to enjoy.

The following Wednesday morning a bird returned to where 
the nesting box used to be, looking for her home, she tried in 
vain several times to find it but obviously there was nowhere 
for her to build her nest.
This was a very sad sight to see, let’s hope she found a new 
nest somewhere else.

We at PAMS spend a whole year fund raising to put this 
event together for the public, FREE OF CHARGE and we 
would welcome any new members, ideas etc.

If you would like to join us please contact us on 
parishofaudleymedeivalsociety@hotmail.co.uk.

All ideas and comments will be welcomed, the work for the 
next event starts NOW!

Finally.  THANKS must go to , Newcastle under Lyme 
Borough Council, Audley & District Community Centre, Tim 
Madew, Portmerion, Audley Rotary, Audley Workingmen’s 
Club, Bridgemere Nursery and Garden World, Audley Rural 
Parish Council and The Millennium Green Trust.

To all those people who distributed leaflets, or helped in 
any way, a very sincere thank you!

Hopefully we will be back in 2013, so give us your support.
Sandra Ginnis Secretary.

PAMS  Car Boot Sales are held on the 1st Saturday 
of each month ~ 8.00am to 11.30am at the Audley & 
District Community Centre, with the exception of January & 
September.  Opens 7.30am for stall holders.  Details contact 
either of these numbers 07782349524 or 07921450599.

Audley Medieval Celebrations
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During the spring term, as part of our 
Creative curriculum, Ravensmead 
Primary School had an Arts week giving 
the children, from Nursery through to 
Year 6, the opportunity to produce Art 
work connected to their specific topic 
area.

During the week the Reception 
and Year 1 children experienced Art 
workshops at the local Museums in 
Hanley and Longton, whilst parents and 
volunteers came in to school supporting 
the other projects.

This resulted in a final Arts Exhibition 
on Friday 3rd February, where parents 
and the community were invited in to 
see the fantastic Art work produced.  
The Artwork ranged from Tribal 
masks, pirate treasure chests, Artwork 
inspired by the Artist Seurat, Clay work, 
Canvas’s in the style of Mondrian, 
Jackson Pollock paintings, Clay work 
connected to the Aesop fable “The Hare 
and the Tortoise” to Tooth fairy boxes

and work inspired by the disabled artist 
Christopher Kuster.

Both the teaching staff and the 
children thoroughly enjoyed the Arts 
week, continuing the high profile of  
the Artsmark Gold award achieved by 
the school.

The photograph above shows 
teacher Mrs. Goodall with some of the 
children from the school looking at the 
art display. 

Children Left to Right Sarah Farnell, 
Harvey Wilson, Harley Yates and  
Laila Yates

Ravensmead Arts Week

What a 
Beauty
After months of refurbishment at the 
old Swettenhams grocery store in 
Ravens Lane Bignall End, local builder 
Eddie Middleton of Alsagers Bank, has 
now finally managed to realise a dream 
for his wife and mum of two Andrea 
of owning her own Beauty Salon 
‘Purity’.

The transformation of this once 
derelict building is nothing short of 
amazing.  

The Salon now provides employment 
for 8 people and during the 
renovations, Eddie has converted part 
of the building into four very modern 
flats and also a house.

Andrea who had worked from her 
home as a Beautician in Alsagers Bank 
for more than 6 years, after completing 

a number of courses in a range of 
beauty treatments had always set her 
sights on becoming a Salon owner.

The former Swettenhams store had 
also over the years been used as a 
dance school and nursery, but has been 
closed for a number of years and was in 
need of extensive renovations.
March 2012 ‘Purity’ opened their 
doors and more than 200 people came 
to view the service it can provide.

‘Purity’ employs four beauticians 
and four hairdressers and provides an 
array of treatments which includes, 
fake tanning, non-surgical face lifts, gel 
nails, manicure or pedicures, waxing, 
permanent lash extensions, electrolysis, 
ear piercing, hair cuts for both women 
and men, styling, hair extensions and 
colouring with much more on offer, 
please collect a leaflet from the salon.
A warm friendly welcome awaits you
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Despite the horrendous conditions, Bignall End Cricket Club 
was the venue for the annual charitable rally of the Frozen 
Nuts Motorcycle Clubs (DangerMouse Rally Club), fun 
weekend.

As we all recall the first weekend of February 2012 was 
one of the coldest weekends we have had to suffer.  The 
snow had fallen and we were in the hands of Jack Frost.   
The photograph on the right shows just how cold it was.

Each year a group of motorcycle enthusiasts pitch tents 
and organise a fun packed weekend for all its members  
and visiting supporters.

No matter what the weather conditions the event must  
go on, all in aid of charity.

We all have our own opinions of leather cladded guys  
and ladies, who run around on chrome plated bikes, but I  
can assure you, that you would not find a more well  
behaved bunch of people who just do it to help others.

They organize raffles, have a number of stalls selling  
bike gear, tools and refreshments.  They also hold a disco  
on the Friday and Saturday nights, with each visitor paying  
an entrance fee.  Donations are taken, the whole of the village 
benefits from the visitors, from small village stores to local 
public houses.

At the end of the event the rally presents various trophies 
to their visitors.  They present trophies for Best British 
Bike, best trike etc, bike club turnout for the club with most 
members present and individual trophies for the male and 
female who have travelled the furthest to attend the meeting.

People come from all over the country to attend the rally, 
some even travel from other countries.

Despite the weather conditions visitors continued to  
arrive on the Saturday afternoon, but still paid the full 
entrance fee, all knowing it was going to a good cause.   
Once again the Frozen Nuts gave their support to the  
Air Ambulance and together with a donation from  
Bignall End Cricket Club and the Swan Inn Bignall End,  
a total of £1550 was presented to them at the Bignall End 
Cricket Club. 

The Frozen Nuts in arctic conditions

The photograph above, shows left to right Paul Shaw 
landlord of the Swan Inn, Alison Potts from Air Ambulance, 
Linda Shaw Landlady of the Swan Inn, John Harrison 
Chairman of Bignall End Cricket Club with cheque and Paul 
Threadgold Chairman of the Frozen Nuts.

Air Ambulance relies completely on donations to keep their 
helicopters in the air when needed for emergencies.  One day 
you may need their service, your support is so badly needed.

Thank you once again to the Frozen Nuts, you are always 
welcome in our village.

Audley & District Youth 
Forum make donation
Audley Football Club would like to express their sincere 
thanks for the donation they have received from the Audley 

Youth Forum to assist with the running cost of this year’s 
Junior Football tournament.  Donations of this nature are few 
and far between and will certainly help them to continue to 
fund this most popular event.  The Club also acknowledge 
the help and assistance given by County Councillor Dylis 
Cornes in helping to secure this donation.  The event takes 
place on Saturday 21st July 2012, there are 3 age groups-
U9,U10,U11 years, 8 teams per group, a total of 24 teams.

Disclaimer:
The publishers of the Audley Community News do not endorse or guarantee any products or services advertised, or agree with 
the views or opinions expressed by contributors.  Responsibility cannot be accepted for factual errors, omissions, or spelling 
mistakes.  To advertise or to submit items for publication call 01782 721565 or e-mail audleycommunity news@ yahoo.co.uk
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Audley Library Opening Times

Mon - 2.00pm to 7.00pm
Tues - 9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm
Wed - CLOSED
Thurs - 9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm
Fri - 2.00pm-5.00pm
Sat - 9.30pm-1.00pm
Sun - CLOSED   For informationTel: 01782 720527

Audley Library Opening Times 
 

Mon   -  2.00pm to 7.00pm 
Tues  -  9.00am - 1.00pm / 2.00pm - 5.00pm 

Wed   -  CLOSED 
Thurs  -  9.00am-1.00pm / 2.00pm-5.00pm 

Fri  -  2.00pm-5.00pm 
Sat  -  9.30pm-1.00pm 

Sun  -  CLOSED 

Dear Editor
I would like to thank you for putting my request for a copy  
of the Millennium Book 1000-2000 in the Audley Community 
News Magazine.

I’m happy to report that I received a telephone call from  
a lady who lived in the village offering me a copy.  I have  
now collected the book and I am passing it on to my 
daughter- in- law.

Thank you again.  Betty Nixon.

Dear Editor
I am writing in response to a letter 
written by Mr. Bert Proctor which you 
published in your last issue of the 
magazine with regards to the meeting 
at Halmer End Methodist Chapel with 
a reference to Bateswood Wildlife 
Reservation.

I unfortunately could not attend the 
meeting and whilst in no way can I 
condone bad behaviour (and especially 
swearing in a place of worship) I can 
understand the utter frustration and 
anger felt by local residents.

They face having Bateswood as they 
know it changed out of all recognition.  
Most probably the more vocal residents 
were the same men who have spent 
nearly twenty years of hard manual 
labour to make Bateswood what it is
today - a haven for wildlife and locals 
alike.

They did this voluntarily because they 
wanted to transform the desolation left 
by years of mining into somewhere to 
be proud of for future generations to 
enjoy.

The majority of homes in Halmer End 
have no gardens and this is another 
reason why Bateswood is so important 
to them.

Forty years ago nobody could have 
dreamt that they would have a nature 
reserve, a lake with ducks to feed and 
tadpoles to find.  

Can you blame them for 
not wanting to lose it. 
These old fashioned values of enjoying 
our countryside should be encouraged.
Bateswood is just beginning to get 
established - the wildflowers are 

spreading and our duck population has 
quadrupled due to regular feeding.

How long will it stay like this once the 
fishermen and horse riders have taken 
over?
In the letter Mr. Proctor talked about 
“aggressive, abusive and threatening 
behaviour”.

Does he realise this is just what we 
the volunteers have had to put up with 
on a regular basis whilst working to 
establish Bateswood, from so called 
“fishermen” and horse riders who 
continually ride off the designated 
bridleway and youngsters committing 
acts of mindless vandalism.

Bateswood is very vulnerable due to 
its isolated position and this behaviour 
will still continue and could increase if 
more horses and fishermen are allowed.

Mary Turner.

Audley Library Event.
Children’s Summer Reading Game

Children will need to read 6 books over 
the summer holidays and they will receive 

stickers, bookmarks and other incentives in 
return.

The event takes place between:
July and September 2012

For more details contact either:
Jo or Ann on 01782 720527

May 2012 Election Results

Audley & Bignall End

Simon James Barnes (Con) - 179

Philip Joseph Morgan (Lab) - 609

 Ian Frank Wilkes (Lib/Dem) - 712

*******************

Halmer End

Adam Robert Carnes  (Con) - 163

       Paul Roger Brever (Lab) - 408

Andrew Robert Wemyss 
(Lib/Dem) - 482
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Dear Editor
I read with interest the letter from Mr. R. Parry in the March 
issue of the Audley Community News in which he was highly 
critical of anglers.

He made reference to the usual sensational newspaper 
reports of “a number of press pictures of animals in agony, 
after being caught up in fishing hooks and lines”.

We have also seen a number of press pictures of various 
other instances of all kinds of animal and human cruelty 
meted out by individuals, including murder and child abuse, 
but we all know that the vast majority of people do not behave 
like that.

And not all anglers behave as Mr. Parry would have you 
believe.

The great majority of anglers are law abiding, well-behaved 
people who do not discard lines and litter.  They look after the 
fish they catch and care for the countryside and its wildlife 
as much and in most cases probably a lot more, than most 
non-anglers.

For every instance of a fisherman leaving litter there are 
tens of thousands of true anglers who not only take their litter 
home but also pick up litter left by others, including that of 
non-anglers.

If Mr. Parry is making his generalising judgement of anglers 
based on what he has seen at Bateswood then he does all 
anglers a great disservice.

It is neither fair nor constructive and no way to reach a 
positive conclusion for all on the Bateswood debate.

He needs to ask himself what kind of angler is fishing this 
water where angling is currently prohibited.  

I can tell him it isn’t the usual law-abiding fishing club 
angler, but a minority who have no regards for its ‘No Fishing 
Allowed’ status.

So it doesn’t take a genius to work out that they will also 
have little regard for leaving litter or anything else that matters 
to most of us.

You will find no litter on well-run angling club waters.  You 
will find no fires, discarded lines, nor anything else that could 
cost a member his membership or his club the right to fish 
that water.

Most well-run angling clubs have a rule in place that 
requires a member to leave his fishing position clear of litter, 
no matter if that is his own litter or someone else’s.

In other words, no excuse - no litter to remain in a vacated 
fishing position.  The usual punishment is expulsion from the 
club.

Angling clubs do not merely provide fishing for paying 
members, they also provide policing for the waters they own 
or lease, in order to deter the likes of poaching non-members 
and litter-louts, because they want clean waters and litter-free 
countryside as much as any other decent person

So, Mr. Parry, and anyone else who believes what they see 
at Bateswood is representative of angling in general, I can tell 
you that it isn’t.

It is only typical of a minority who flout the law, not the 
decent, law-abiding angler who pays for a day ticket, one or 
more club memberships, and a fishing licence and therefore 
abides by the rules of the club and behaves with respect for 
other people and for the countryside.

It is worth noting that thousands of us genuine anglers pay 
an organisation an annual fee to safeguard our waterways 
against pollution.

How many non-anglers do that?

I have nothing but the greatest respect and admiration 
for the people who have toiled to make Bateswood into a 
beautiful, scenic resource for the people of Audley Parish and 
I can fully understand the anger they must feel when they see 
the countryside and wildlife-destructive litter and campfires 
apparently left by ‘anglers’.

Just remember though, they’re not anglers on Bateswood 
whilst the fishing on there is prohibited.

They’re people who like to catch fish and don’t care how 
they do it, where they do it, or who they upset.

There is a difference.
Graham Marsden.
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Helen Kelsall
Sadly on the 5th February 2012, Helen the dearly loved wife 
of Terry passed away at the Douglas Macmillan Hospice.  

Helen who lived on Ravens Park Bignall End with her 
family was so liked by so many, a kind generous gentle lady 
who had battled with illness, but always had a smile and kind 
word for anyone she met.

The funeral service took place at Audley Methodist Church 
on Wednesday 15th February 2012 followed by cremation at 
Bradwell Crematorium.  Donations were sent to the Douglas 
Macmillan Hospice.

Helen was the loving wife of Terry, a mother and nana who 
will be sadly missed by all her family and friends.

Please accept our condolences.

Frank Harrison
Frank sadly passed away peacefully on March 17th 2012 
aged 83 years at the Leek Moorlands Hospital.
Frank of Booth Street  Audley and formerly of Alsagers Bank, 
was the dearly loved husband of the late Sybil and a much 
loved dad to Paul and Keith.  

He was a loving father-in-law to Jenny and Alison and a 
devoted grandad and great grandad.

Frank was a former bus driver for the Pooles Bus company  
of Alsagers Bank for many years and was also a well known 
figure being involved with Alsagers Bank St. John’s Church.
The funeral service was held at St. John’s Church Alsagers 
Bank on March 27th followed by cremation at the Bradwell 
Crematorium.
To family and friends please accept our condolences.

Ernest Billington
Ernest Billington (Ern), peacefully passed away aged 87 at the 
City General Hospital on the 19th April 2012.

Ern to his friends, who has lived all his life in the Parish, 
was born in Ravens Lane Bignall End, leaves loving sister 
Doris and was a devoted uncle.

Despite failing eyesight these past few years he could be 
seen often walking to visit his sister Doris in Wereton Road, or 
doing his weekly shopping trip in the village.
He was a former miner and heavy goods driver who worked 
for local hauliers Llewelyns, of Wilbrahams Walk and then 
as a driver for the Audley Rural and Newcastle Borough 
Councils.

After his retirement he took up the sport of bowling which 
included both indoor and crown green bowling.  He was a 
member of the Audley Workingmen’s Club Indoor Bowling 
section, then moved on to the outdoor bowling at the Audley 
Parish Bowling Green.  Ern was a guy to rely on, always one 
of the first when work was needed around the bowling green, 
one of the good guys, never shirking a job no matter what.

Despite his poor eyesight he continued to come and 
support his local bowling team, always giving words of 
encouragement when needed.

The funeral was held on Friday May 4th at the Bradwell 
Crematorium.  To all Ern’s family and friends please accept 
our condolences.  He’s a sad loss to us all.

John Hinks
John Hinks peacefully passed away at the City General 
Hospital on the 28th of February 2012 after a brave battle 
with illness.  

John who was aged 69 years was a resident of Miles 
Green, formerly of Boon Hill, Bignall End and leaves 
loving daughters Karen and Jennifer and his cherished 
grandchildren, Gavin, Daniel and Liam.

John was such a lovable character, a person who would 
always make you smile, always said hello often with a face 
full of laughter.

I’m sure John would be known at any sports grounds 
within the county, as he has been the groundsman at so 
many, which included cricket and football.

His most recent was the Audley Cricket Club where for 
many years he would tend the ground and outfields with his 
dog beside him and often one of his grandchildren sitting on 
the bonnet of the mower whilst mowing the pitches.

John was also involved years ago with the Audley Theatre, 
where he brought so many tears of laughter to the faces of 
the audiences.  No doubt our loss of John will be heaven’s 
gain, I’m sure he will have them in stitches just like he’s had 
us for 69 years.  He was a true gent, a lovely guy who will 
be sorely missed by so many throughout the area.  A large 
congregation gathered at the Crematorium, to celebrate his 
life and to show just how much he will be sadly missed.

The funeral service was held at the Bradwell Crematorium 
on 9th March 2012 and all donations were sent to the C.G.H 
Respiratory Department in memory of John.

We would like to send our condolences to the family and 
friends of John. 

Ethel Dugmore (nee Holmes)
Ethel sadly passed away at the City General Hospital on the 
14th of March 2012 aged 74 years.

Ethel of Queen Street, Wereton, Audley, the dearly beloved 
wife of Jeff, adored mother of Nicholas and Philip.  The loving 
grandma to Stacey and Darrell and a dear mother-in-law to 
Angela.

Ethel formerly of Halmer End, had battled with illness.  She 
will be sorely missed by her family and all who knew her.

Ethel was taken to her funeral by a horse drawn vehicle 
from her home in Wereton and was followed by her family 
and friends who came to celebrate her life.

The funeral service was held at St. James’ Church, Audley, 
on the 26th March 2012 followed by interment in the church 
yard.  

All donations were sent to the Wilbraham House 
Residential Care Home, in memory of Ethel.

To Ethel’s family and friends please accept our 
condolences.

Announcements
If you wish to place an announcement please send  
the details to the Editor, either by email to  
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk or post to  
23 Wood Street Bignall End Sot ST7 8QL
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Dennis Cartledge

Floral tributes and catering - 24 hour personal service

Horne Brothers
When caring and understanding is most needed

Audley Funeral Home, Ravens Lane, Audley 
Telephone: 01782 720719 or 01782 720238  

Email: mark@denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk 
www.denniscartledgefuneralservices.co.uk

Local family owned 
independent Funeral Director

M. Horne  - R. Horne
Contact on either of the following numbers :  

01782 720719 or  01782 720238

Mother’s union Of Audley
Lots to Look Forward to!
As many of you already know, Mothers’ Union is a world 
wide organisation which has been in existence since 1876 
when Mary Sumner founded it in Alresford in Hampshire 
as she felt young mums needed some help in the care and 
nurture of their children.  Since then it has grown into a huge 
organisation supporting families at their point of need.

Here in Audley we continue to hold our regular Friday 
morning “Coffee Time” every week from 10am till 12noon in 
the Church Hall.  We would love to welcome you for a drink 
and a chat.  Please call in sometime.  You will also find good 
quality books and other items at below charity shop prices.

Our “Stitch and Cake” morning brought many old and new 
friends along to put a stitch into the Diamond Jubilee Kneeler 
and raised £312 for our celebration weekend.  The kneeler 
will be dedicated at the 11am service on Sunday 3rd June.  
Full details of this exciting weekend will be found elsewhere 
in the newsletter.

Our days out this year are Tuesday 24th July to Liverpool, 
cost £8 50p and Tuesday 16th October to Chester.  We are 
now booking the Liverpool trip, so if you wish to come along 
please phone Dorothy or Annette on the numbers opposite.  
Advance notice: 

Question mark hangs  
over Audley Day??
Ron Bourne Chairman of the Audley & District Community 
Centre reports that there have been no enquiries or feedback 
from the local community to the proposed events for the 
forthcoming Audley Day in September 2012.

A meeting was held in September 2011 to ask various 
groups for their opinions as to what the theme of the event 
should be.

As 2012 is Olympic year for us here it was proposed that 
a “sports day on the lines of It’s a knockout” where all groups 
would be invited to challenge each other in various events 
and an invitation for the local schools to take part was also 
proposed.

This was to be a FUN DAY for all with a sports theme 
running through it.

Ron feels so disappointed that no one has contacted him 
despite the past two years that this successful event has run 
and having hundreds of visitors who supported the event.

Ron and his team of volunteers at the Community Centre 
are prepared to do the organising and all the work required 
before and during the event.

Do the people of the parish want another Audley Day?
Audley & District Community Centre will be holding its AGM 

on Friday 1st June at 7pm, which will be followed at 8pm by 
a talk about the proposed Audley Day 2012.

You are all invited, all we need is your input.
Audley Day is a show case for our village please give us your 
support.  Ron.

We plan to hold another Christmas Tree Festival from the 
8th to 16th December, with the “Big Christmas Singalong” 
on 13th December.  Letters will be sent out in June but if you 
would like to register before then please phone Dorothy.

Quick Checklist
21st June at 7 15pm.  We hope to have Mrs. Rachel 

Chepstow to join us and talk about her life before Audley.
19th July Rev Peter Davies
16th August Operation Christmas Child.  Come and hear 

first hand exactly what happens to your shoebox!
8th to 16th December Christmas Tree Festival.  
Register Now! 

Please Contact Dorothy 721576, Annette 721058.
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Behind the Scenes at Audley Theatre
I’m sure most of the people who visit 

our local Audley Theatre, never give 
a second thought as to what goes on 
‘Behind the Scenes’, or even have a 
clue as to how or who builds all those 
fantastic stage settings we all take for 
granted at each performance.

A few weeks ago I was passing the 
theatre after going to our local library 
and I could hear knocking and banging 
coming from the rear of the theatre, so I 
decided to investigate and find out what 
was going on.

The side door was open so I let 
myself in and entered the main hall 
of the theatre.  I could see three men 
busy working with drills and screws 
assembling sections of wood to the 
theatre stage floor.

I asked if it was ok to just sit for a 
while and watch what went on and 
maybe just ask a few questions about 
what was going on, they agreed.

I then asked how a new production 
would be organized and in what order.

Bryan Williams a member of the 
stage crew and also one of the theatre 
actors then told me what went into a 
new production.

Selection.
Firstly the theatre committee would 
select their next production and 
then appoint a producer.  The next 
performance will be Guys and Dolls 
Junior, June 14th to June 16th.

The next task is to select a stage 
manager to oversee all work needed 
for the stage area.  The present stage 
manager is Albert Harrison who also has 
Stewart Mathews and Bryan Williams as 
his crew members.

Mapping. 
With most productions there comes  
a map, this is to help with the setting 
out of the stage area.  The stage crew 
has to mark out the stage floor in 
chalk with an outline for all buildings 
and walls that will be needed for the 
production.

This procedure is most important  
so that scenery can be moved with  
ease and changed during the 
performance.

Installation.
The erection of “FLATS” which are 
walls, windows, doors etc are the first 
things to be installed.  These have to be 
fixed to a very high safety standard with 
brackets and stays as safety is a priority.

Decoration.
Once the main part of the scenery 
has been installed, the stage manager 
consults with the producer to decide on 
what decor will be needed for each of 
the scenes during the performance and 
period decoration is then added to the 
staging.

Great care is taken to select the 
correct decoration, which includes 
colour of paint and even wallpaper from 
the correct period.

Props.
Decoration completed, it’s now time to 
select the appropriate props for each 
scene and where to place them during 
the performance.

These include such things as mirrors, 
pictures, vases, ornaments, flowers, 
bottles and televisions all of which are 
required to be from the period of the 
performance.  

 Audley Theatre, who have now been 
at their present home since 1967, have 
accumulated many of the items they 
require for productions, but often when 
producing more of the modern plays 
and performances there is a need to 
beg, I won’t say steal but borrow items 
from wherever they can be found.

This includes props which have been 
loaned by the local community, or from 
charity shops or secondhand stores, but 
if they can’t be found then the expertise 
of the stage crew once again comes to 
the rescue as they are often asked to 
make whatever is needed.

Audley Theatre are fortunate to have 
a dedicated group of volunteers as their 
stage crew, as without them the theatre 
could not produce their productions.

The present stage crew spend up to 
10 weeks giving between 100 and 150  
hours each of their time to erect the 
staging for each production.

The present crew are, stage manager 
Albert Harrison of Ravens Lane who has 
over 20 years service at the theatre, 
crew member and local joiner Stewart 
Mathews of Alsagers Bank, with over 
25 years service and finally Bryan 
Williams who has been involved with 
the theatre since it opened in 1967.

There have been others who have 
helped, none asking for a medal. 
Without their hard work and dedication 
where would our theatre be.  We have 
a theatre that our village should be so 
proud of and a group of local volunteers 
we must be so very thankful to.

Editor.

We hope to bring more details from 
our theatre about the work done by the 
volunteers who make the costumes for 
our productions in the next issue.

Maybe we could visit your group?

Stage crew left to right stage manager Albert Harrison, Stewart Mathews 
and Bryan Williams at work.
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Beef - Lamb - Pork - Poultry 

Freezer Orders Welcomed

Freshly Cooked Meats / Ham /

Tongue / Cheese / Pies / Bread / Cakes / Oatcakes.

JOHN JACKSON
YOUR LOCAL HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER QUALITY MEAT PRODUCE

We now accept credit and debit cards 
Open 6 Days Per week - Tele: 01782 720737

172 Ravens Lane Bignall End Sot Staffs

77th Audley 
Scouts
After a turbulent 2011 we have now entered into 2012 our 
centenary year.

We started with our AGM on the 27th January, where Mike 
Deakin the District Appointments Secretary presented Pete 
Bagnall, our Treasurer with his membership certificate, Deana 
Welsh, our Cub Scout leader with her 15 year service award, 
Alex Kitchen with his Assistant Scout Leader warrant and 
Chris Symonds, Group Scout Leader with his Wood Badge.

On the 19th February the group hired Trentham ice rink, 
this event proved extremely successful, bonding both the 
children, leaders and parents.

On the 22nd February we heard that our extension plans 
had been turned down by the planning committee, although 
the council planning officer had recommended that these 
plans should be passed.  This is a small hiccup to our future 
and we shall appeal against the decision, we have a good 
chance of the refusal being overturned.  It has only slowed us 
down by a few months.

The hall renovation is part of our 100 years of Scouting in 
Audley.  We as a group are very proud of this achievement 
and proud that we have been supporting local children for 
100 years.

We shall never forget the past members of the local Scout 
movement who have died in wars and disasters, B. Spode 
died in the 1918 Minnie Pit disaster, they only found the scout 
badge from his belt.

Many Scouts and leaders never returned from the two 
world wars; their sacrifice has made our lives the better 
so that we can be proud of a movement that never forgets 
others.  Remember our motto ‘BE PREPARED’ when in 
adversity we step forward.

As we enter into 2012, the Beavers, Cubs and Scouts 
programme will be based on the Olympics, a programme 
created by the Scout Association so that all children can enter 
into it at the level of their ability.

We would like to welcome Amy Mayer as a young leader in 
the Scout Section as well as Wayne Ashdown who joined us 
as Assistant Scout Leader.

2012 is going to be a year to remember and we ask that 
Audley remembers it with us.

The Scouts have been doing the writers badge and here 
are three extracts from articles they have written.  The 
spelling has been corrected but the grammar has not been 
touched.

Scout Investiture

When I’m preparing to become invested you must learn 
your promise.  You can find the promise on many websites 
including the official Scout’s website.  

The Scout promise is “On my honour I will promise to do 
my best, to do my duty to the God and the Queen, to help 
other people and to keep the Scout law.”  There are badges 
you get straight away like the membership badge, the county 
and area badge.

100 Years

Hello my name is Lewis I go to Scouts, I’m in the Wolves 
patrol and that’s it.  There are many badges too many that I 
can’t write them down.  Soon there will be a 100 years of this 
Scout group.

Scout Games

Crab Football: It is a bit like football but the rules are different.  
In crab football you bend over like a crab (obviously) and then 
the rest of the rules are quite the same to normal football.  
You have to get the ball into the goal, but if you stand up or lie 
down you will be disqualified.

Scouting is still the great game as Baden Powell once said, to 
learn through play but most of all enjoy it.
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The Perfect Fit
Clothing Alterations, Repairs, Crafts and Gifts

Please call in to:   
 
60 Church Street, Audley  
Tel. Joanne 01782 720011

Oatcakes  (Thanks to the late Pat Ikin (nee Cross) for the recipe)
8oz plain flour8oz fine oatmeal2 teaspoons salt1 oz yeast

1 dessert spoon sugar2 pints luke warm waterHalf a cup warm water.Put the yeast into a bowl and cover with the half a cup of warm 

water.  Scatter the sugar on top and leave in a warm place 
to rise.  When risen add the flour, oatmeal and the salt, mix 
together, leaving a hole in the middle.  Into the hole slowly add 
the 2 pints of luke warm water and beat into a batter.
Then cover with a cloth and leave to rise for 3 hours in a warm 

place.  Half a cup of batter will then make 1 oatcake using a 
frying pan or a flat griddle to cook.

Chocolate and Pear Tart

1 pack of ready-made sweet short crust pastry

125g ground almonds

2 eggs
125g soft butter

95g caster sugar

185g melted dark chocolate

3 conference pears, peeled, cored and quartered.

Preheat the oven to 190C/375F/Gas 5.  Roll out the 

pastry until half a centimetre thick and use it to line a 

24cm tart tin.  Leave in the freezer for 20mins or until 

firm.
Place in the oven for approx 10mins, then remove and 

set aside.
Reduce the oven heat to 170C/325F/Gas3.  Mix 

together the almonds, eggs butter and sugar.  Stir in 

the melted chocolate whilst still warm.

Pour mixture into the tart case.  Press pears into the 

mixture and bake for 45mins until the pastry is golden 

and mixture firm.

Serve with fresh cream, ice cream or creme fraiche.

Potato and Bacon Gratin

375g bacon cut into small pieces

1 finely chopped onion

2 cloves of chopped garlic

2tblsp oil
1kg potatoes cut into slices

300ml single cream

50g grated cheese 

1 teasp dried thyme

Salt and pepper.

Preheat the oven to 200C/400F/Gas 6.  Put oil 

into a frying pan and fry bacon for approximately 5 

mins.
Add the onion, garlic and dried thyme and cook 

for a further 5mins or until the onion is soft and 

starting to brown.  Season with the salt and pepper.

Place half of the potato slices in an oblong 

ovenproof dish and season.  Place the bacon and 

onion mixture on the top.  Arrange the rest of the 

potato slices over the top and season again.  Pour 

over the cream.

Sprinkle over the grated cheese.  Cover the dish 

with aluminium foil.

Bake in the oven for approximately 45 minutes.

Then remove the foil and return the dish to the 

oven and cook for a further 35 minutes or until the 

potatoes are lightly browned and crisp on the top.  

This recipe will serve approximately 6 to 8 people.

Handy Tips

When making a dessert that requires cream as its basic 
ingredient and you find when opening the fridge that you 
have not got any, just add a mixture of milk and butter to 
get the same taste.

When cooking French Fries, first place the potatoes in 
warm water for a few minutes before cooking, this makes 
them cook faster.  

We need your recipes

Our News team is always on the lookout for 
recipes for publication.  Can you help?  Do you 
have one tucked away, something nice and tasty.  
Please send them to the Editor.  Contact details 
are in the magazine.
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Audley & District Community Centre
Web: www.audleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk  E-mail: adcc@hotmail.co.uk   

Secretary: 07587 153449   Booking Enquiries: 07506 159834
Caretaker Enquiries: 07587 177637  Chairman Ron Bourne: 07946 734008

pOp-IN FOR A COFFEE............
We are looking for volunteers who are able to give a helping hand during our Coffee 
Mornings and Fund-raising Events......  you don’t need any experience, just a 
willingness to help.  If you would like to know more then come to our Coffee morning 
on Wednesday 8.30am until 11.30am, have a coffee, see what happens and if you are 
interested then just ask Ron, Dot or Sue who will be able to tell you all about it.  Or if 
you prefer contact Ron on 07946734008.  Thank you.

WE ARE AvAILABLE FOR HIRE

MONDAY
Indoor Bowling Club ~ 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Contact: Annette 01782 720646.
Weight Watchers ~ 5.45pm to 8.15pm
Contact Sandra on 07897248074

TuESDAY
Baby, Soccer, ~ 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Contact Karl 07747867745

Slimming World, Lisa 07931 337880
Times- 9.30am -5pm and 7.00pm 

Coffee Morning set up 8.30am - 10am
1st Tuesday of each month Gin & Tonic 
2.45pm to 4.15pm

WEDNESDAY
Bargain Sale, Coffee Morning &
Internet Café ~ 8.00am until 11.30am
Zumba Dancing 6.45pm - 9.15pm
Contact Barbara on 07977211484 

THuRSDAY
Ju-Jitsu ~ 6pm until 10pm.
Contact: Deb 01782 785791

FRIDAY
Audley Community News  
10.30am - 12.30pm 
Contact Ernie 01782 785791
audleycommunitynews@yahoo.co.uk

SATuRDAY MORNINg 
My BabyTime ~ Every 2nd & 4th Sat
Contact: Charlotte 01260 299337

COMINg up…………

COFFEE MORNINg
& BARGAIN SALE
Every Wednesday
8.30am until 11.30am
with FREE Internet Café
9.30am until 11.30am

CAR BOOTS 2012
PAMS Car Boot on the 1st Sat of month
For information please contact:
Sandra: 07782349524
or:
Dawn: 07921450599

Having a Party? 
Starting a Keep Fit Group 
or a Reading class?
Need a room for a Meeting or a  
Public gathering? ………………  
Contact our Booking Secretary  
on 07506159834 or  
email: adcc@hotmail.co.uk  
for more information.

Contact Ron Bourne 07946 734008.  3rd Saturday of the month available for hire.

“It’s good To Live In Audley Day”  September 1st 
2012.
Youth Drop In Centre!  Every 2nd & 4th Friday
Aged up to 16 years  Time: 7pm to 9pm.
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Bignall 
End 

Barbers 
Shop

26 Ravens Lane Bignall End S-O-T Next door but one to the Post Office

Price List 
Hair Cut. £7.00 
Kids. £6.50 
OAP. £5.00 
Back & Sides. £4.00 
Grade all over. £4.00 
Wash & Cut. £8.50 
Beard Trim. £1.50

Opening Times Mon – Fri 8.30 am – 7.00 pm    
Saturday 8.30 am – 4.00 pm

The Rotary Club of Audley
The end of the Rotary year is fast 
approaching and it’s a time of reflection 
for our outgoing President, Derek 
Rowley.  Derek is seen right planting 
one of the two Oak trees donated 
by Audley Rotary to the new Audley 
Cemetery.  Derek’s principle charities 
for the year are the Douglas Macmillan 
Hospice and the Donna Louise Trust.  
Apart from our regular Christmas 
collections, the two main fund-raising 
events were an ‘Evening with Mike 
Pejic’ on 30th September and Ladies 
night on 20th April.  These two events 
raised considerable sums towards 
our charity fund and were very well 
supported and enjoyed by all.

Throughout the year, we have 
continued to work with the local primary 
and secondary schools.  The Young 
Achievers Awards have been running 
with the primary schools for many years 
now and are always well received.  We 
have also provided dictionaries to some 
of the primary schools.

We have continued to work with 
Madeley and Chesterton secondary 
schools and are looking forward to 
extend the mentoring scheme at 
Madeley that has been so successful.   

We are also running Rotary’s Young 
Innovator competition with the 
secondary schools.

Amongst the organisations that we 
have supported during the year are 
Audley First Responders, Madeley First 
Responders, P.A.M.S., CARA, Audley 
Scouts, Audley Football Club, Mary’s 
Meals, Water Aid, Salvation Army, 
DEBRA, and Shelterbox.

We have taken part in two new 
events this year.  In November we took 
part in a firework display at Trentham 
Gardens along with other local Rotary 
Clubs.  This was very successful and 
there are hopes that it may become 
an annual event.  A number of 
Rotarians and friends also took part 
in a sponsored walk from Mow Cop to 
Market Drayton.  
This raised money for our international 
work.

Derek has also had the pleasure of 
inducting two new members into the 
club - Roan Hatfield and John Edwards.

On the social front, our quiz team 
have once again reached the final of 
the District Quiz.

As well as good food and hospitality 

at the ‘Butchers Arms’, we have enjoyed 
listening to a wide variety of interesting 
speakers.

All in all, it has been another busy 
and successful Rotary year.

Neil Ginnis

Rotary contacts
Neil Ginnis (01782 721483  
neilginnis@atosorigin.com)
David Royle (01270750668  
lowe.royle@mscable.com)
Website www.audley.net/rotary

SENIOR 
CITIZENS 
10% 

DISCOuNT
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Liberal Councillors
Advice Surgeries

Councillor Dylis Cornes
County Councillor
Tel: (01782)  720289  

E-mail:  dylis.cornes@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Councillor Ian Wilkes
Borough Councillor

Tel: (01782)  722343 
E-mail: wkrodin@aol.co.uk

Councillor Andrew Wemyss
Tel. (01782)  723117

E-mail: andrew.wemyss@newcastle-staffs.gov.uk

Audley Rural Parish Council is a statutory elected local 
authority, which acts as a voice for local opinion by keeping 
in close and regular contact with its electorate and provides 
a focus for voluntary organisations in the area.  Our council 
comprises of three wards: Audley, Bignall End and Halmer 
End which are represented by a total of 15 councillors who 
volunteer their time:

Mr. H Proctor (Chair) Mrs. V Pearson     Mr. P Breuer
Mr. D Cornes  Mrs. B Kinnersley
Mr. P J Morgan  Mrs. C D Cornes
Mrs. A Beech  Mrs. K Davison
Mr. A Wemyss  Mr. M Dolman
Mr. P Warren  Mr. E Durber
Mr. T Sproston  Mr. C C Cooper

You can visit our website http://audleyparishcouncil.btck.
co.uk or visit the 7 noticeboards across the Parish for more 
info, agendas and minutes.  If you have some good pictures 
taken in the Parish for our website, please send them to the 
Clerk below.

You can contact Miss Pellatt, Parish Clerk as follows:
Phone 07901 692414  Email: audleyparishcouncil@hotmail.
co.uk
Post Lyngarth, Barthomley Road, Audley, Staffs. ST7 8HU

You can contact Mr. Proctor, the Chair of the Parish Council 
as follows:
Phone: 07900 166169  Email: ryehills.farm@googlemail.com

We are here to help, but in order to be effective you need to 
let us know if you have any issues or concerns relating to 
the Parish.  Members of the public are welcome to attend 
any meeting of the Council.  We usually meet on the 3rd 
Thursday of every month at 7pm, at venues located 
around the Parish.  Residents are able to address the council 
during the public participation session.  “ Audley Rural Parish 
Council’s 2011/12 Annual Report is now available to view on 
their website”.

A Copy of the minutes from each of the meetings held by the 
Audley & District Parish Council can be found on: 

www.audleycommunitynews.co.uk

Your Parish Council 

Newcastle’s Member of parliament
paul Farrelly.
Advice surgeries for constituents are held each month at 
Newcastle Library as follows:-
1st Friday each month from 4pm to 5.30pm
3rd Friday each month from 1pm to 2.30pm

No appointment is needed and the surgeries are run on a  
first come, first served basis.

Newcastle 
Equine 
Laundry

For all your horse equipment,  
pet bedding and sports equipment.

 Local Fast Friendly Service.

 Drop off or Collection.

 Wash/Reproof and Rapid Repairs.

 Also preowned rug sales.

*Special offer 10% Discount for 10 rugs or more*

*Neck covers £1.00 if accompanied by a rug*

We also wash sports/walking equipment/ 
Hi-Vis work wear Pet Bedding/ Quilts

Newcastle Enterprise Centre, Unit 16, High Street, Knutton
07949134515 website www.newcastleequinelaundry.co.uk

Follow us on facebook and twitter
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Secret Watch.
“Corr! Corr! Corr!” Old Crow called to Bumblebee

Who happened to be hovering around blossom scented tree.
“I’ve just seen large lady sitting in old oak’s highest boughs,

Picnicing in green meadow before chased
by fierce bull and cows”.

“Whizz! Whizz! Whizz!”, Bumblebee answered in reply,
Swooping down to give position quick searching eye.

Old Crow followed diving in true Red Arrow style,
On viewing the situation both gave a broad smile.

“Whiz! Whizz! Whiz!” gasped Bumblebee.
“There’s no time to scoff”.

Farmer Brown has shouted suggesting she takes them off!
Silly man has no idea, dress sense of course he’s none.

Can’t he see the lady’s got her brightest red hat on”.
“Corr! Corr! Corr!” Again I think they both said.

Peter W. Hodgkins.

Forgotten
No glass in the windows
No paint on the doors,
No food in the cupboards
Or rugs on the floors
There’s soot in the chimneys
And dust everywhere
Nobody calls
‘Cos no one lives there’.

There’s mice in the wood shed
And trees growing tall
There’s a broken down gate
And bricks off the wall.
And an overgrown path
With weeds everywhere,
Nobody calls
‘Cos no one lives there’.

It used to ring out
With laughter and shout
With cats and dogs
And children about
But now it lies empty
It’s cold and it’s bare 
And long been forgotten
Bye folk who lived there.   

Betty Cope (E. Sussex)

Song Birds Dilemma
Fed daily by a kindly man, song birds feast quick as they can
Overnight they’ve lost much weight.  There’s an urgent need 
to compensate.
Yet as they eat they live in fear, a Sparrow Hawk resides quite 
near.
Their table food it will not steal but they themselves could be 
its meal.

Knowing they might come to harm as they cry out in alarm
There’s a sighting of this bird of prey.  Out of sight they need 
to stay.
From a vantage point it casts an eye, unwary victim to espy
At breakneck speed it will aim to kill.  An empty stomach yet 
to fill.

Then, as in a silent night and paralysed perhaps in fright
They all join in the waiting game, false movements now 
would be to blame.
At last its patience seems to wane.  Another day it will come 
again
When in order to survive all must eat to stay alive.

Derrick Bate

gardeners Delight
Oh what a feast, what a glorious sight
New potatoes just dug and washed gleaming white
Freshly picked pods, split open wide
Broad Beans revealed, green and white eyed.
Added to water steadily boiled
Cooked until tender nothing is spoiled.
Rashers of bacon carefully grilled
A knob of best butter, hopes are fulfilled.
Mouthfuls to savour with nothing to waste
A feast from the garden of unrivalled taste.
Sometimes plans are totally flawed
So its great to enjoy natures reward
Of a labour of love, of doing things right
When all things combine to a gardener’s delight.

Derrick Bate.

We need your poems & Rhyme!
Why not submit your Poetry or Rhyme to the Editor for 
publication contact details can be found on page 3 of this 
magazine.

EXPERT 5-STRING BANJO TUITION
BLUEGRASS 3 Finger Picking 

(Any Level)
Lessons given from either the friendly atmosphere 

of my home or I will travel to your home.
Competitive prices - no extra charge for weekends

Telephone  (01782) 723194
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 
QUALITY WORK AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Gary Ford.    Tel: 01782 622402   Mob: 07928661030

Audley Village 
Barbers
‘GENTS’ Hair Dressing

RATES:

OAP. £3.50 (Tue) or £4.50 (Mon-Fri)

Gents Hair Cut. £7.00

Children from. £5.50

Clipper. £5.00

Monday 12 noon - 6pm
Tuesday 9.30am - 6pm
Wednesday - CLOSED

Thursday 9.30am - 6pm
Friday 9.30am - 6.30pm
Saturday 9.00am - 4pm

OpENINg HOuRS.

Telephone DAN 07790 286 365
Church Street Audley

The Return of The Lance pearce Trio
In voice and verse - St. James Church Audley
Following on from the visit of Lance Pearce, singer  
Belinda Yates and pianist Heather Chamberlain in December, 
they are to return to St. James’ Church, Audley on the  
2nd of June 2012.

Together they create concerts which combine music  
with poetry.

“In Voice and Verse” celebrates the Diamond Jubilee of 
Queen Elizabeth 11.  And is called:

‘ELIZABETH TO ELIZABETH’
It will be a pageant of reading and music from across 

the centuries to celebrate the nation’s monarchs and the 
highlights of British history.

The music includes pieces by Handel, Beethoven,  
Purcell, Holst and Britten, as well as Rule Britannia and  
the National Anthem.

The words will include poetry by Queen Elizabeth1, 
Shakespeare, Milton, Tennyson and John Betjeman.

previous Comments:
“Thank you so much for making the night such a success.  
I really think we put together a wonderful performance”.
Gayna Pelham, The National Gallery.

‘Highly professional, entertaining, thought provoking and 
moving’ Jon Corthold, St. James’, Audley.

Tickets will be £7.50 each and will be available from the 
Church Office, Brian Dodd (01782 721058) or Liz Broadhurst.  
The cost includes a glass of wine and canapes which will be 
served from 6.30 onwards.  The concert starts at 7.30 and 
there will be a mid-point intermission

Jubilee Weekend Family Bar-B-Que
To complement the concert, we will be enjoying a Family 

BBQ on the Millennium Green on Saturday the 2nd June 
12noon until 3pm.

On the Sunday we are holding an Open Air Service 11am 
on the Medical Centre Car Park, Church Street Audley, which 
will be followed by a ‘bring and share lunch’

Trevor Carman.
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Established in 1976 the World Ju Jitsu Federation (WJJF) is 
the accumulation of 35 years of Ju-Jitsu and other martial 
arts experience.

Professor Robert Clark (9th Dan) International Coordinator 
and founder, was widely considered to be one of the world’s 
leading authorities on Ju-Jitsu.

Currently the WJJF can now be found in 45 countries 
throughout the world.  Robert Clark had been developing his 
own Ju-Jistu techniques for more than four decades and the 
current WJJF syllabus was written and developed by him.  

Having written several books and produced numerous 
training DVDs, he is one of the foremost authorities on 
effective Ju-Jistsu techniques.

It is with regret we have to inform you that Sensei, Mr. 
Robert Clark passed away in February 2012, aged 66 years.

Soke Robert Clark was widely regarded as the western 
world’s foremost exponent of traditional Ju Jitsu and we in 
the World Ju Jitsu Federation were the luckiest people of all 
to have such a great man as our leader, Sensei, figurehead 
and inspiration.

Mr. Clark has left an amazing legacy in the form of 
the WJJF and whilst the federation and in particular the 
headquarters in Fazakerley will never be the same again, 
it is now our responsibility as WJJF members, to be part of 
continuing his legacy in his name and honour.

 
WJJF Staffordshire was set up in 1994 by Sensei Deb 
Foster-Sharples who has been training since 1980 and 
was awarded her Black Belt in 1985, then progressed onto 
Yondan 4th Dan Black Belt in 2007.

Deb has been a registered WJJF instructor since 1991 and 
at present holds a Level 3 Senior Coach Award, plus NVQ 
Level 2 in Sports & Recreation.  She is also a WJJF Technical 
Officer and a FIMA (Female in Martial Arts) instructor.

Continued Success for village Ju-jitsu Club

Picture above back row L/R  Marcus Potts, Jamie Thompson, 
Shane Spode, Nic Greenhalgh, Cameron Foster-Sargent.
Front row L/R  Beth Large, Sensei Deb Forster-Sharples, 
Rhiannon James.

Why not join us on a Thursday at the Audley Community 
Centre.
Novices Aged 5 to 15 years 6pm until 7pm.
Brown & Black Belts 7pm until 8pm.
Seniors Aged 16 years-plus 8pm until 10pm.

To find out more about the WJJF go to www.wjjf.co.uk

Club contact details:  Sensei Deb Tel: 01782 785791
                                Pam Tel: 01782 721577 

Happy 21st Birthday Audley Christian viewpoint
Just cannot believe it- Audley Christian 
Viewpoint this year celebrates its 21st 
birthday!

And such great years-beginning in 
1991-we’ve had wonderful times 
together-great after dinner speakers 
like J. John (he filled the Theatre) and 
Anne Atkins, David Field (“Have you 
tried prayer?”), Jean Lupton, Billy Burns 
(“Surviving the gunmen”), Jennifer Rees 
Larcombe, etc,etc.

We’ve had quiet days and Cricket 
Club Quizzes, a wonderful “Counting 
your blessings” weekend when (almost) 
EVERYONE in the village took part.
We’ve had talent evenings, shown

films-”The passion of the Christ” and 
“Amazing Grace” to name just two of 
them.

We’ve had pamper evenings, been 
“To the Yangtse and beyond” with 
Michael Cole, and “Tiptoed through 
the minefield of marriage” with Su and 
Frank Davies.

We’ve even learned to “Strictly 
Ballroom with the Herveys and we’ve 
had great family do’s with Puppets and 
Tea Parties.

We even organised a Christian Pop 
Concert with “Life Colour” and so much 
more.  I could go on and on - we held 
our 3rd Craft Fair on May Bank Holiday 
(7th) 

where you could meet all the current 
Team of C.V’ers.
You would be most welcome to come 
along and listen to the Rev Peter Davies 
and Mrs. Sheree Green share some 
“Lessons from life” on Friday July 20th 
at 7.30p.m.
Perhaps you’ve heard the Christian 
Viewpoint on these subjects - all 
I can say is that over the years 
literally thousands have been to CV 
events, many have had life changing 
experiences as they think of life from the 
Christian Viewpoint.  

Hope to see you soon. 
Barbara Jones & the CV team.
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C. W. Mottram  
& Family 

Independent Funeral Directors
Our Family Helping Yours

Traditional, Green and Eco-Friendly Funerals
†

Floral Tributes/Catering Arranged
†

Assistance in Completion of  
Bereavement Benefit Claims

†
Personal Home Visits – 24 Hour Service

†
Arranging A Funeral and Funeral  

Planning Guide brochures available
†

Contact Conrad Mottram
Tel Audley 01782 720057 New Number

07900492692 24 Hour
www.cwmottramfunerals.co.uk

TUESDAY
Audley
Audley Community Centre
Nantwich Road
9.30am, 5.00pm and 7.00pm
Tel: Lisa (new consultant)
07931 337880

parish Council Awards
Audley & District Parish Council held its AGM / Awards evening at the Audley 
Pensioners Hall on 19th April 2012.  The Chairman Mr. Bert Proctor thanked 
the Parish Council and the Parish clerk Clare Pellatt for all their support during 
his first 12 months in office.

Awards - Environment and Community 
Each year the Parish Council make two awards to members of the parish who 
have made contributions to the community and the recipients for 2012 are as 
follows.

Mr. Malcolm Lloyd, of Watlands Avenue was presented with the award 
for his services to the community.  This award was for his many years of 
dedicated work for the Royal British Legion, the parish Cenotaphs and past 
work on the exchange with France and the Audley Parish.

Mr. Brian Pearce, of High Street, Halmer End received the award for 
Environment, for his tireless work to keep Podmore Nature Reserve a place of 
beauty.  This work is done no matter what the weather and is often a solo task.  
Both awards were presented in person by the Chairman.

gardeners Delight
The great 
Sunflower challenge 
FREE Competition
Who will grow the tallest Sunflower in the Parish of Audley 
this year???  Entries must be over 7ft in height.

Audley Community News invites its readers to enter the 
FREE - Grow The Biggest Sunflower in the Parish.

To enter pick up an entry form from Horsley’s Horticultural  
& Domestic Hardware Store Church Street Audley.

You will also be given Sunflower seeds Free to use.

First prize £25 gift voucher to spent at Horsley’s
Second prize £15 gift voucher to spend at Horsley’s
Third prize £10 gift voucher to spent at Horsley’s
Fourth prize a set of hand garden forks.
Judging will take place 8th to 16th September 2012
Closing date for entries will be 2nd September 2012
Judges decision is final.

Send your entery forms to Editor 23 Wood Street Bignall End 
Stoke on Trent Staffs ST7 8QL.  Include your phone number.

We wish to thank Paul Shaw landlord of the Swan Inn Bignall 
End who has kindly made a donation to the prize fund.

Appeal for your old working 
Laptops & plastic Furniture
Audley & District Community Centre are appealing for old 
unwanted laptops to use at the Centre, for their New Youth 
Club nights.  All they need to do is work.  If you have a laptop 

you no longer use, just ring RON on 07946 734008 
who will collect them.  There is also a need for your unwanted 
plastic garden furniture, as long as it useable, RON 
will collect it.  If you wish to deliver ring RON to arrange a 
time and date.

Lets recycle and help your local Community.
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STUDIO 10
Curtains made up and adjusted

Cushions and soft furnishings

Reliable, friendly and  
prompt service

Audley Area

pick up and delivery service

Call Helen Smith on:

 01782 723120 or  
Mob - 07969487823

May I take this opportunity to thank, 
especially my husband Graham and 
daughter Deborah, special friends (you 
know who you are) during my recent 
hospital stay.

I was taken ill during a canal 
narrow boat trip I had arranged for my 
husband’s 70th birthday.  Fortunately 
it was near the end of the trip.  Special 
thanks to my grandson Calum who was 
driving the boat at no more than 2 mph 
while gran was ill.  I don’t remember 
being in the ambulance in spite of 
the flashing blue lights and the siren 
blaring, but I am very grateful to the 
paramedics; we surely have wonderful 
emergency services.

It’s at these times you appreciate 
living in a small community and 
especially belonging to the WI where 
friendship and support is there for you 
in abundance.  I can laugh at it now 
though it wasn’t so funny for me at the 
time, but I had to stop sending texts in 
hospital, because me, morphine and 
texting do not go together.
Deborah was heard apologising on a 
couple of occasions, explaining that her 
mum wasn’t normally like that, “after 
all, she’s in the WI”.

I blame the morphine, although I 
don’t know what I would have done 
without it.  But enough about me, back 
to the WI.   

A very informative evening was enjoyed 
by members in February with local 
lady Helen Smith from Studio 10.  You 
cannot imagine the skill involved in 
making Japanese silk that is used for 
making kimonos.  I am considering 
treating myself to one in the future. 
March brought us ‘Fresh Hair’, which 
was a lovely meeting.  Fiona Ford 
informed us that after having cancer 
and losing her hair, she realised how 
poor the service was after being 
assessed in nothing more than a 
cupboard space.

She has fund-raised and opened 
a salon in the cancer centre, which 
provides health and beauty regimes, 
including wig styling and supplying a 
bag with products to maintain your wig.  
This is so important at a time when it is 
essential to feel good about yourself.

This meeting was close to our 
hearts as we have just lost Maureen, 
a member who would have benefitted 
from this service.  This leads me to 
a special day on 27th April, which 
coincidentally was the anniversary of 
the death of Eileen Heathcote, a long-
standing member of the WI.

We held a sponsored walk of about 
six miles through Mill Dale.  My sister 
Mary came up with the idea and after 
enquiring about the Macmillan walks 
the WI decided we would do our own 
walk.  Maureen was a big part of the WI 
and swore that once after touching an 
electric fence it did wonders for her!

Oh, I do miss her little gems during 
our talks.  By all accounts we are going 
to raise a tidy amount for Dougie Mac; 
villagers have been very generous.  My 
daughter Deborah has baked cakes 
and taken them into the Sir Thomas 
Boughey High School for colleagues 
to purchase with donations to Dougie 
Mac- for me since I have been ill, 
calling it ‘mum’s non-miles’.

Deborah and I have made badges 
for everyone who took part.  I know it 
was a lovely day despite the inclement 
weather, but the bluebells filled the air 
with their lovely scent. 

I was sorry not to have been part of 
the group of walkers, but I am sure

Maureen was with them in spirit and 
to ensure no one touched the electric 
fences.

The photograph above shows the 
start of the sponsored walk, they were 
just about to leave the car park next 
to Wilbraham House Residential Care 
home.

I will report, with another photograph, 
in the next newsletter as they journey 
on their 6 miles trek and give the details 
of monies raised.  If you wish to make a 
donation please let a member of the WI 
know or contact me.

Anyone interested in joining the WI, 
we meet the fourth Thursday of the 
month 7.15pm in St. James’ Church 
Hall.  All are welcome.

For details call:
                       Anne on 721957
                       Glenis on 722009
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GK MOTORSPORT

Chester Road Audley SOT 
Tel: 01782 721292 Mobile: 07771 533944

Auto welding specialist. 
Brakes, clutches, Tuning for 
most makes and models. 
MOT failures free estimates. 
Pre MOT inspection.

Jo Jo’s
Dog grooming service with the personal touch. 

Give your dog the care it needs.

Many years experience.

Tel: 01782 721735 
357 Heathcote, Halmer End, SOT, Staffs, ST7 8BH

Trivia Quiz
1. What type of transportation is a Westland Wessex?

2. How many petals does a Tudor Rose have?

3. Who wrote the children’s classic ‘What Katy Did’?

4. Which chemical element has the symbol Ni and   
the atomic number 28?

5. London’s Marble Arch was orginally intended as a   
gateway to which other building?

6. What type of vegetable is a Scotch Bonnet?

7. Viola and Orsino are characters from which    
Shakespearian play?

8. Which band had a 1982 hit with the single ‘Eye of   
the Tiger’?

9. Which Leicestershire town is considered to be the   
home of the pork pie?

10. Which city is the capital of Croatia?

11. The House of Commons consists of how many   
members?

12. Which measure is used for sound or noise?

please turn to page 28 where you will find the 
answers to the quiz.

Audley Millennium green Trust
The Miners’ Truck

As reported in the last Audley Community News magazine, 
the Miners’ Memorial on Church Bank was falling into 
disrepair.

You will have noticed and read the story on page 6 of this 
magazine that the wheel has been re-sited in a prominent 

position near to St. James’ church.
The Realise Foundation, which funded the re-siting, 

suggested the coal truck might be placed near the entrance 
to the Audley Millennium Green.  At the same time, Realise 
agreed to enhance the area where the truck has been 
placed.

PM Training carried out the work, replacing damaged 
timbers, providing a proper surface for the truck and 
installing two attractive wooden seats.  The area now looks 
much more attractive, as well as providing a reminder of the 
important part that coal mining played in the Audley Parish.

The Millennium Green Trust is very grateful to Cheryl 
Pritchard who organised the project on behalf of the Realise 
Foundation.

The Trust also thanks Tony Milburton and Ryan Lally, of 
PM Training, who carried out the work.
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News From Sir Thomas Boughey

The start of the final term of the academic year at Sir Thomas Boughey got off to a good start, with all pupils safely returning 
from their various excursions.
Year 11 pupils visiting Sorrento saw some amazing sights, all of which helped to support their studies in the areas of tectonics, 
tourism, settlement and agriculture.
Pupils who went skiing in Austria, seen below right, all had a great time and returned free from injury!
Those pupils who took part in the London theatre trip can be seen below, also thoroughly enjoyed the experience, especially 
watching a production of ‘Blood Brothers’.

Fantastic experiences have also been gained by our pupils without stepping foot outside of the school building.  All of our Year 
7 pupils have recently been involved in spending the day working with a well-known Fire Poet.  This was not only enjoyable but 
also helped to support their study of poetry.
Year 10 Pupils have also benefitted from external speakers as they have all spent time with a mountaineer.  Listening to 
fascinating tales of first-hand experiences has helped to support their study of Religion and the Environment; a topic within 
Religious Education.

A number of our pupils have also recently had the opportunity of spending time at a local college and university.  Year Eleven 
students who have an interest in pursuing medicine have experienced life at Keele University Medical School.  They were 
involved in a range of workshops, some of which involved examining internal organs!
Other pupils have experienced life at Newcastle College, where they took part in a Paralympic-themed event (an element of a 
Sport Science course offered at the college).  These events enable our pupils to gain a taste of life at college/university.

Year 11 pupils have recently been involved in a mock interview evening, an annual event which helps our pupils to take the 
next step into the world of work or college.
It is a delight to see pupils take this evening so seriously, as they appear in their interview suits, slightly apprehensive about the 
questions they are to face.
Once pupils had faced the challenge and received positive feedback, they all considered the evening to be extremely 
worthwhile and beneficial.  We would like to thank members of the local public who gave up their time in order to interview our 
pupils and help to make this evening so successful.
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The talents of pupils at Sir Thomas Boughey have certainly been displayed recently at a range of evening performances.  The 
very successful school production of ‘We Will Rock You’ received incredibly positive feedback and pupils should be very proud 
of their involvement in this show.
The Celebration of Music Evening pictured below and the Evening of Art and Poetry (both of which took place in May) were also 
opportunities for pupils to display their far-reaching talents.
It is fantastic to see so many pupils eager to be involved in these evenings.
Once again, we would like to thank you for your support at events such as these.

Our pupils have continued to organise a whole range of fund-raising events.
Since the last edition of ‘Audley Community News”, pupils have supported a range of charities, many of which involve local 
concerns, including the Meningitis Trust.
On ‘Blue For George Day’, pupils were required, using their own imagination, to wear an item of blue clothing to school in order 
to remember George, a local baby who sadly lost his life to this illness.
Through organising a ‘music while you munch’ event, money has also been raised in order to help save the life of a local girl 
called Ruby Owen who requires Proton Therapy in America in order to provide treatment for her recurring cancer.
Once again, it is fund-raising events such as these that help to demonstrate the caring, supportive nature of our pupils. 

As we near the final half-term of the 
academic year, there is still a great deal to 
look forward to.
All of Year 10 are eagerly awaiting the 
start of their two week work experience 
placement (and, once again, we would 
like to thank those of you who have 
offered to accommodate our pupils for this 
experience).
Year 9 are looking forward to their week 
at camp (hopefully the weather will be 
kind to them) and all of Year 9 are also to 
visit Stafford Castle in order to watch a 
production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’.
As Year 11 pupils near the end of their 
educational journey with us, they are 
particularly looking forward to their 
Leavers’ Dinner (an annual event which is 
thoroughly enjoyed by all).
We would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all of our Year 11 pupils the very 
best and we certainly hope that their 
experiences at Sir Thomas Boughey have 
set them in good stead for the future.
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HEATHER NIEWDACH

BSc (Hons). MChS.

Home Visiting Chiropody/Podiatry Practice
(Alsager and surrounding area)

Tel: 01270 883573
Mob: 07852 204335

Email: hniewdach@yahoo.co.uk

AUDLEY ELECTRICS
All Domestic Work Undertaken

Inspection and Testing Including.

Call:  Geoff Matthias your local 
Electrician for details and estimates

Tel: 01782 721429
Mobile: 07876036052

Mini/Midi Skips

Builders Skips

Large Skips

LOW COST 
SKIP HIRE

Tel. 01782 561854

GRAB HIRE
10 TON LOAD

DRIVE DIG OFF

NE

W FOR 2012

Answers to Trivia Quiz
From Page 25.

1. Helicopter
2. 5
3. Susan Coolidge
4. Nickel
5. Buckingham Palace
6. Chilli
7. Twelfth Night
8. Survivor
9. Melton Mowbray
10. Zagreb
11. 651
12. Decibels

Been Fishing

PCSO Sarah Gibson has once again organised a fishing event 
for the local youths from our parish during the Easter Half 
Term.

Thanks to the generosity of Mike Berrisford, this time the 
event took place at the Red Hall Pools in Halmer End.

Sarah had secured some funding from PASS (Partners 
Assuring A Safer Staffordshire) which enabled her to reward 
the top 3 anglers of the day with prizes and it also allowed to 
provide the youths with refreshments.  

We would like to thank everyone who made the day a 
success and for their continued support with the event.

We hope to hold another fishing event during the next half 
term, so keep an eye out for further info.

Clearing the Line
Audley LAP organised a litter pick along the old railway line between Halmer End 
and Bignall End in April.

Rain had seemed almost non-stop for days, but luckily Saturday proved to be a 
day of respite and the sun almost shone.

An enthusiastic group of local residents, aided by Community Warden, Mark 
Jones and PCSOs Ian Blythe and Sarah Gibson, donned fluorescent jackets and 
strode along the line unearthing a motley selection of litter including bottles, tyres, 
cans broken glass, a kitchen knife and a plastic sledge.

Those of us of more mature years both envied and admired the agility of 
Rachel, Hannah, Chelsea and Daniel as they scampered up banks and under 
brambles to reach an extra piece of rubbish.  The sacks collected filled the Council 
truck!
Thanks to everyone who helped and to the many walkers who regularly pick up 
litter along the Line.  Let’s keep it litter free and enjoy the scent of hawthorn and 
the sound of bird song.  Jane Lancaster LAP chair~Michaela Fyson LAP vice chair.
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Audley Football Club Beer Festival 
Raffle Winners

£200 Voucher Martin  Ticket number 1649
Stoke shirt Stevenson Ticket number 1506
Drinks hamper Alan Brooks Ticket number 1365
Glenmorangie Whisky  J. Lawton Ticket number 0121
Bottle Rum J. Gibbs  Ticket number 0926
Box of Con/ Beer C. Baguley Ticket number ?
Balti Voucher Jack Rhodes Ticket number 0547
Continental Beer John Hopkins Ticket number 0943
Continental Beer Barry Goodwin Ticket number 1591
Jamisons Whisky  Darren Metcalf Ticket number 1261
Mag light Rigger  Ticket number 1599
Box of Real Ale J Gibbs  Ticket number 0924
Bells Whisky Rod Whitmore Ticket number 0064
Teachers Whisky  Andy Kelly Ticket number 1065
Chocolates Rod Whitmore Ticket number 0059 

Audley Football Club 2012
11th Beer Festival
The 2012 Beer Festival has come and 
gone and as usual was a success, 
despite this year’s attendance not being 
quite as busy as normal, which was 
expected when we have to consider 
the present economic climate, we can’t 
complain.

Many visitors who attended the 
festival complimented the club on the 
organisation of such a great community 
event and said quote ‘it is the best 
selection of beers and ciders that they 
have seen and tasted’.

As usual all beers and ciders were 
supped which left the club with a 
handsome profit.

From this profit two cheques have 
been donated to two local good causes. 
Audley Community News and the Audley 
First Responders have benefited from 
the profits made at this years event, to 
help them to continue with the good 
work they both do for our community.

Our event would not have been such 
a great success without the sponsors 
who come forward each year to sponsor 
the fine ales and ciders.

We wish to take this opportunity to 
thank each and everyone of them for 
their continued support.

We would also wish to thank all the 
people who came along to the festival 
to drink our beers and ciders, without 
your wet appetite we would not make a 
profit.  Finally we wish to thank all the 
volunteers who came along to make 
sure we once again had a successful 
event, this is an annual event so we 
hope to see you all once again in 2013, 
why not bring along a friend.

Ladies Football

For the first time in the history of Audley 
Football Club we will, during season 
2012-2013, be running an age 16 
years & over Ladies Football Team.

This cannot be done of course 
without the players.  We have already in 
place a lady who is a qualified coach, 
we also have part of a management 
team and several ladies expressing an 
interest to play for Audley, but, we need 
more!
If you fancy putting on the odd pair of 
football boots and booting a ball around 
‘Town Fields’ for the Audley Football 
Club, then please do not hesitate, pick 
up that phone and call MARTINE on 
01782-720288 ASAP.

Football News

Presidents Cup Final
Our 2nd men’s team reached the final 
of the Presidents Cup in March, their 
opponents were ‘Walsall Wood FC’.

The final was played at Brocton near 
Stafford and we are pleased to say 
Audley won 4-1.  Congratulations to all 
who played and proudly represented our 
club.

Premier Division Cup Final
Also in March our 1st men’s team 
reached the final of the Premier Division.
Their opponents were Wolstanton and 
after a hard fought match at Norton, 
Audley unfortunately went down to 
Wolstanton 2-0.  Kelvin Chell.

police in the Audley parish.
Over the last few months, an increasing 
number of issues have been raised with 
the Parish Council with regards to Anti 
Social Behaviour, fires and vandalism 
in the children’s play areas and other 
issues.

The Police allocate their resources 
based on the number of crimes reported 
through to 101 (non emergency) 
and 999 (emergency).

Therefore all residents are urged to 

report crimes at the time to the 
appropriate number.  This will allow 
the Police to build an accurate picture 
of the issues in the village, rather than 
receiving reports third hand which 
cannot be taken into consideration.

You must insist on a Crime 
Report number.

Please do this before ringing the 
Parish Council.  

Clare Pellatt Audley Parish Clerk.

Thank you Jean
We once again have to thank Jean 
Stevenson, of Vernon Avenue, Audley, 
for all the hard work she does to help 
brighten up our streets.  You can often 
see Jean with a trowel and spade 
working away on the flower beds 
throughout the village.  Jean is also 
responsible for the plants which can be 
seen around the new Miners’ Memorial.  
Many thanks Jean you’re a credit to  
our village. 
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For a Free quote please contact:   
01782 720482 or 07747 030 858

General garden maintenance
Hedge-cutting
Lawn-mowing

Tree sugery
Fencing & Decking

G&L.J.  Fairbanks & Son 
Tomato & Cucumber plants,Seasonal baskets, bedding plants, 

container plants, perennials & shrubs.

Pool End Farm Nursery, Leycett Lane Leycett, 
Newcastle Staffs.  01782 624399

Free range eggs  FOR SALE

JAMES SPEED GARDEN SERVICES

AUDLEY THEATRE YOUTH
PRESENTS

GUYS AND DOLLS JUNIOR
Part of The Junior Collection™

Based on a Story & Characters by 
Damon Runyon

               Book by                           Music & Lyrics by 
  Jo Swerling & Abe Burrows                 Frank Loesser

Thursday June 14th - Saturday June 16th 
At 7.30pm.

Full of FUN and CATCHY MUSIC - 
UNMISSABLE! 

For tickets call: 01782 720708 or 01782 721588

Audley Methodist Church
Audley Methodist Church Invites you to their Sunday Services 

at 10.30am & 6pm.
All ages Welcome

Every Tuesday Coffee Morning and Tuesday evenings 
(fortnightly) Cameo which includes many interesting talks.

Forthcoming Events:
Saturday May 19th Potting Shed 10am-12.30pm.
Saturday June 16th Community Sharing 10am-12noon.
Saturday 21st July Strawberry Tea 2-4pm.
Rev’d Jenny MacGregor’s leaving ‘do’ in Church Hall
28th July 6pm All friends welcome.
Victorian Christmas Market Saturday 17th November 
10.30am-1.30pm
Audley Male Voice Choir Concert on Saturday 24th November.

AUDLEY LADIES CHOIR
invite you to their

SUMMER CONCERT
&

BRING & BUY

To be held on
Tuesday 10th July

2.30p.m
The Pensioners Hall, Audley

********************************

Afternoon church service 
and Diamond jubilee tea

Come and celebrate the Diamond Jubilee 
at an afternoon service at St. John’s Church 
Alsagers Bank, followed by an afternoon tea 

in the Church Hall.

When: Sunday 3rd June, 2012
Time: 3pm service
All our welcome.

***************************

Audley Brass Band
Friends Concert 26th May

Audley Theatre Tickets £6.
Contact for tickets Tel: 01782 722163

Tel: 07432070067 
 

Web Site: www.helenscountrylarder.com  
Email: helenscountrylarder@gmail.com,  

Unit 19, Newcastle Enterprise Centre, High Street, Knutton, Newcastle-Under-Lyme, Staffordshire ST5 6BX  
 

 

 

HELEN’S  

COUNTRY LARDER 
HELEN’S 

Maker of Handemade Quality Cakes, Jams, 
Preserves, Chutneys, Sauces,Fruit Cordials, 

Fruit Liqueurs & Vinegars. 
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RILEYS

SEED MIXTURES

TEl: 01782 720212  fax: 01782 722089 
WEb: www.seedmerchants.com  EmaIl: rileys@fsmail.net

WilliAM riley & SonS lTd.

SeedSMen - ironMongerS - hArdWAre - 
AgriCUlTUrAl & horTiCUlTUrAl MerChAnTS

Key cutting service while you wait.
ironmongers.
Post Office...Euro in stock.
greetings cards and stationery.
garden seeds/grass seeds and fertilizer.
Wire netting and electric fencing.
Calor gas...and more.

Open: Monday to Friday 9am to 12.30 - 
1.30 to 5.30. Saturday 9am to 12.30.

01782 720622

The Swan Inn
Chapel street bignall end

Linda & paul your hosts welcome you

Widest range of greetings cards
& gifts in the area

Extended range of magazines. Confectionery; 
Dry Cleaning. Stationery. Lottery.

78 Church Street Audley ST7 8DA
Tel: 01782 720323

Real Ales from £2.55

7 guEST BEER’S  
ALWAYS AVAILABLE  
4 CIDERS AT ALL TIMES.

“Eat For A £1.00”   
Every Wed 5pm to 8pm
Free Juke Box Fridays
Meat Raffle Friday
Acoustic night every 
2nd Wednesday of the 
month.

Quality local & home reared  
Beef, LamB,  

Pork & PouLtry.  
Local free range eggs.

01782 722432
56 Church Street, Audley.

GLUTEN FREE OAT CAkEs & 
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BBQ
*  MEATS N

O
W

 AvAILABLE   *  MEATS 
N

O
W

 A
vA

IL
ABLE 



MILES GREEN GARAGE

From an MOT, a service, a repair and anything in  
between, Miles Green will take care of it.  We can  

also sort out your tyres and exhausts.   
We also offer a free collection and drop off  

service and in an emergency you can give us a  
call 07780 505191. Call Craig and we’ll take  

care of your vehicle.

MOT Testing station

HEATHCOTE ROAD, MILES GREEN.   
Mon-Fri 8am-5.30 I Sat 8am-12.30noon 

cbuck@milesgreen.freeserve.co.uk

MOTS - SERVICING - FLEET REPAIRS - TYRES

Tel: 01782 720333

BeST vAlUe loCAlly.

dAily pAperS - MAgAzineS - SWeeTS - 
ChoColATe - hoUSehold needS

21 rAvenS lAne, BignAll end.   Telephone 01782 729113

 

Quality wines and spirits at bargain prices. 
rent a dvd for £2.99 or 2 for £5 per  
night / 20 new releases every month.  
need to send a fax or have  
something laminated? We are agents for 
DRY ClEaNING.

Turner Crescent, off Loomer Road Chesterton, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs, ST5 7JZ (OFF LOOMER ROAD)

www.pbsupplies.co.uk   sales@pbsupplies.co.uk   

BuILDING MATERIALS 
SAND/GRAVEL 
DECORATIVE GRAVELS 
SCREENED TOPSOIL 
BARK CHIPPINGS 
RAILWAY SLEEPERS 
ROOFING DRAINAGE 
LANDSCAPING INDIAN 
STONE INSuLATION 
PLASTER BOARD

BETTER 
CHEAPER 
FASTER FREE 

LOCAL 
DELIVERY

CALL 
01782 

562222

Potteries Building 
Supplies

Horticultural & Domestic Hardware

HORSLEYS

63 CHURCH STREET, aUDlEY.  TEl: 01782 720507

fREE lOCal DElIVERY

bEDDING PlaNTS, CONTaINER PlaNTS
COmPOST & GRaSS SEED 

fOOD RE-CYClE baGS NOW aVaIlablE

HaNGING baSkETS & PlaNTS. 
TOmaTO & CUCUmbER PlaNTS 

NOW aVaIablE

At Horsleys, you’ll find just about 
everything you could possibly need all under 
one roof. paint, wood, glass, nails, adhesives, pet food even 

horse feed - the list goes on and on.  Basically everything 
apart from a kitchen sink, although we do sell plugs.  Drop by 

and take a look for yourself.


